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PREFACE 


1  HE  present  Volume  brings  the  Woik  down  to  the  Dis- 
lolation  of  the  Thirteenth  Padiament  of  Great  Britain  in  1774. 
Upon  a  careful  examination  of  the  former  Collection  of  Debates 
during  this  period^  it  was  found  that  the  Editor,  Mr.  Almon^ 
had  not  only  evinced^  in  many  instances^  great  partiality,  but 
that  he  had — ^without  regard  to  the  character  of  the  speaker 
or  the  importance  of  the  subject — curtailed  and  mutilated  almost 
every  Debate,  in  the  most  careless  and  unwarrantable  manner. 
To  remedy  these  defects,  and  to  render  the  Work  as  complete 
as  the  nature  of  it  will  admit,  it  has  been  found  necessary 
to  examine  every  Periodical  Journal  that  was  at  all  likely  to 
contain  authentic  materials :  and  by  comparing  those  materials 
with  the  Journals  of  both  Houses,  and,  in  some  instances,  with 
Manuscript  Notes  taken  by  Members  at  times  when  the  Standing 
Order  for  the  exclusion  of  strangers  was  strictly  enforced,  the 
Editor  has  been  enabled,  not  only  to  correct  the  misrepresenta- 
tions of  Mr.  Almon,  but  to  present  the  reader  with  many  Debates, 
upon  subjects  of  the  highest  importance,  not  to  be  found  in  the 
Collection  above  noticed. 


LoK]>o]r9  Bf  Pankm  Square^ 
Sept.  Yl,  1818. 
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FOURTH  SESSION 

OF    THE 

THIRTEENTH    PARLIAMENT 

OF 

GREAT  BRITAIN: 

IContinuedJrom  VoL  XF/.] 

Deb  A  TES  in  the  Commons  on  the  Bill 
\to  repeal  a  Clause  in  the  Nullum  Tempus 
Jlct.*l  February  11,  1771.  Sir  W. 
Meredith  moted  for  leave  ^*  to  bring  in 
a  Bill  to  repeal  a  Clause  in  the  Nullum 
Tempos  Act,  which  protects  such  Rights, 
Tides,  or  Claims,  under  any  Gsants  or 
Letters  Patent  from  the  Crown^  as  are 
{prosecuted  with  effect,  within  a  certain 
time  therein  limited."       Lord    Charles 


*  *'  It  will  be  scarcely  necessary  to  remind 
our  readers,  that  the  Nullum  Tempos  Bill,  or  the 
act  for  qoietiog  the  possessions  of  the  subject 
against  all  pretences  of  concealment  whatso- 
ever, which  was  first  brought  totb  the  House 
m  1768,  and  passed  in  the  following  year, 
owed  itsriae  f  a  grant  from  the  treasury  to  sir 
James  Lswtber,  of  a  considerable  estate  and 
vety  ezteosive  royalties,  which  bad  been 
giaoted  by  king  William  to  the  Portland  fa- 
mily, and  bad  been  in  their  pos&essiott  from 
that  time.  A  clause  had  been  inserted  in  that 
Act,  by  which  the  grantees  or  lessees  of  the 
crown  were  allowed  a  year  from  its  taking 
placx,  for  the  prosecution  of  their  claims ;  and 
tfaoagli  that  BttI  had  been  brou(|fht  in  and  sup- 
ported b^  the  duke  of  Portland's  friends,  and 
ois  paviicahir  case  had  shewn  the  necesuty 
and  was  the  immediate  origin  of  it,  no  oppo- 
silkHB  was  made  to  the  clanse  in. question.  The 
general  opinion  indeed  at  that  time  seems  to 
Save  been  that  the  matter  in  contest  hsd  been 
Only  thrown  out  to  answer  certain  election  pur- 
poses, which  being  now  over,  it  would  no 
more  be  thought  of ;  especially  as  the  principle, 
npon  which  tnch  claims  were  founded,  Jiad 
keen  just  condemned,  in  the  most  public 
nanDcr,  by  an  nnited  act  of  the  whole  kgisla- 
tore. 

[VOL.  XVII. ]  '       . 


Spencer  seconded  the  motion.  They  ob« 
served,  U&at  this  Clause  had  had  a  verf 
dilFerent  effect  than  was  intended  by  par- 
liament,  which  had  not  meant  that  neif 
claims  should  be  set  up,  apd  hundred* 
disturbed  in  their  possessions  by  vexatious 
suits  at  law,  as  was  the  present  case  ia 
Cumberland ;  that  if  the  law  was  a  good 
one,  it  ought  to  extend  to  all  his  Majesty's 
subjects ;  if  a  bad  one,  it  ought  to  have 
extended  to  none. 

It  was  answered  by  the  ministerial 
gentlemen,  that  on  the  introduction  of. 
the  Nullum  Tempus  Bill,  a  dispute  had 
arisen,  on  account  of  a  grant  to  sir  James 
Lowther,  at  the  expence  of  the  duke  of 
Portland ;  that  the  gentlemen  who  brought 
in  the  Bill,  to  shew  their  impartiality  and 
zeal    for   the    general    service   of  their 


'*  Hoiftver  plausible  these  opinions  were,th« 
consequence  shewed  they  were  ill-founded.  A 
most  expensive  suit  was  not  only  commenced 
ai^ainst  the  duke  of  Portland,  but  the  whole 
county  of  Cumberland  was  thrown  into  a  state 
of  the  greatest  terror  and  confusion :  400  eject* 
ments  were  served  in  one  day ;  and  though  a 
great  many  of  the  causes  were  aflerwarda  for 
various  reasons  withdrawn^  it  was  notwitk^ 
standing  said,  some  small  time  before  the  niat« 
ter  was  debated  ui  the  House  of  Commons,  that 
there  were  fifteen  bills  in  equity,  and  995  suits 
at  common  law,  then  open.  Nor  were  tbeas 
mischiefs  confined  t6  those  whose  titles  to  their 
lands  were  immediately  derived  from  the  Port- 
land family ;  for  as  the  royalties  were  very  ex- 
tensive, and  their  ancient  limits  and  jurisidtction 
undefined ;  no'  length  of  prescription  could 
afford  security,  nor  goodness  bf  title  prevent  the 
consequences  of  a  ruinous  law-suU,  and  the 
necessity  of  being. obliged  to  expose  it  to  pub- 
lic discussion.  In  these  circumstances  singled 
out  by  that  clause  from  the  rest  of  the  nation, 
and  exposed  as  victims  to  satiate  the  last  irage 
of  exploded  prerogative,  supported  besides  by 
the  formidable  influence  of  power,  and  the  pre- 
vailing weight  of  overgrown  riches,  the  terror 
was  inst,  trad  almost  universal,  through  all. 
that  part  of  the  kingdom."    Annual  Registes. 


«] 


11  GBORGS  10. 


Ddates  in  fhe  Commotu  on  the  BSt 


c* 


country,  had  consented  that  this  a&ir 
should  not  be  brought  into  dispute,  and 
therefore  consented  to  the  clause  in 
question ;  the  operation  of  which  was,  to 
preserve  the  riglit  of  aleoal  determination 
of  sir  James  Lowther's  cudnt.  HdsdausOt 
Ihevfefoit,  i)eeame  the  faith  of  pa^iamoni 
and,  4n  consequence  of  it,  sir  #ames 
Lowther  had  prosecuted  his  right ;  that  it 
would  be  an  infamous  breach  of  this  faith, 
to  have  drawn  him  into  a  law-suit,  and 
now  pass  an  act  which  should  at  once  de- 
termme  his  claim ;  that  if,  instead  of  re- 
repealing,  they  would  only  move  *<  to 
explain  and  amend,^'  (which  vras  move^ 
hf  Mr.  Pulteney),  sir- James  would  drop 
wl'  the  causes  he  had  commenced  against 
tiiose  who  had  derivative  titles  from  the 
duke  of  Portland,  and  leave  alone  the 
cause   to   be   determined   between    the 

rncipals ;  and  if  Ats  was  not  agreed  to, 
would  seem  that  the  Nullum  Tempus 
Act  had  been  obtained  under  false  sug- 
gestions, only  to  draw  in  the  consent  of 
parliament,  by  giving  time  for  claims, 
and  then,  in  a  year  or  two,  repealing  what 
f^^J  themselves  had  consented  to. 

To  this  it  was  answered.  That  the  duke 
.of  Portland  having  been  guilty  of  no  crime, 
it  seemed  hard  to  lay  a  prosecution  on 
liim,  and  no  man  else ; — tnat  it  was  not 
intended  to  make  any  such  bargain  at 
passinff  the  Act,  as  no  more  was  meant 
than  Uut  party  should  not  interrupt  the 
passing  the  Bdl  by  any  introduction  of 
private  disputes ;  that  many  who  had  con- 
sented to  the  Bill  would  also  have  been 
against  Uie  clause  in  question,  if  it  had 
been  separately  debated ;  that  if  Sir 
James  Lowther  had  been  put  to  any  extiai 
€Kpeiioes  in  consequence  ^  the  daim^  he 
•i4;ht  to  be  reimbursed.  { 

Then  the  Question  being  put.  That  the  \ 
word  <  repeal'  stand  part  ot  the  question; 
the  House  divided;  tiie  Yeas  went  £Mrtb. 


Tellers. 

v.A.  f  SirWniiam  Meredith 
""iMr.Byng 

.>j^,.  CMr.  Jenkinson  - 
^"  iMr.  BurreU  -  - 

So  It  was  resolved  in 


} 
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the  affirmative. 
Then  the  main  question  bei  ig  put,  leave 
was  given  to  bring  in  the  BilL 


Feb.  2a    The  Bill  was  read  a  second 


Sir  WUliam  Ba^oi  opposed  its  being 
'^'^    He  said^  it  iras  a  moat  infii- 


1 


mous  attempt  to  subvert  the  constitution ; 
that  the  law  was  the  only  title  every  man 
had  to  hiB  estate,  and  the  means  of  defend- 
ing diat  title  was,  and  ought  to  be  the 
most  sacred  object  of  parliament.  |ie 
conmared  this  Bilji'  to  wwfaa^  hmp  done 
in  ri^nce,  in  itie  ^a^e  ojf  Che  diike 
d'AguiUon,  where  process  of  a  criminal 
nature  was  stopped  by  order  of  the  king ; 
that  the  present  attempt  to  stop  a  law  suit, 
depending  in  the  courts,  was  so  much 
worse,  as  the  former  was  only  of  a  criminal 
nature,  thepresentaright  between  man  and 
man,  in  which  power  had  no  concern,  and 
whidi  had  never  been  stopped  in  any 
kingdom.  He  called  on  the  minister,  to 
exert  thcwhole  of  his  influence,  due  or 
undue,  to  stop  this  BiU,  quoting, 
**  Flectere  ti  neqneo  Sopcroi  Aeheronte  morebo;* 
which  he  translated,  **  if  gentlemen  of 
property  will  not  interfere,  call  on  the 
other  part  of  the  House;"  for,  said  he,  I 
would  invoke  even  hell  in  this  cause^-^ 
earth — heaven— 4iell,  all  ought  to  be  m- 
voked  to  stop  this  infiimous  BiU.  He  ap« 
pealed  to  the  Speaker,  to  know  of  him 
what  would  be  the  consequence  of  this  BiU 
passing  into  a  law. 

The  Speaker  told  him,  it  was  what,  as 
Speaker,  he  was  not  to  answer;  that  it 
was  not  the  business  of  a  Speaker  to  give 
opinion,  except  in  matters  of  form  and 
order ;  that,  in  the  present  case,  as  Ae  ope- 
ration of  the  Bill  was  manifest,  there  could 
be*  no  reason  to  answer  a  question  which 
no  one  in  the  House  could  doubt  of. 

Almost  every  gentleman  in  the  opposi- 
tion  who  spoke,  gave  sir  William  a  trim- 
ming for  calling  on  the  ministry  to  exert 
their  influence;  mid  a  good  deal  of  laugh 
ensued  on  his  calling  Uiem  the  powers  of 
Acheron.  •  Mr.  Bunse  applied  the  quota- 
tion to  Juno,  who  maae  use  of  those 
words  in  Virgil,  hoping  diat  Juno  had  not 
called  for  those  powers  on  that  occasion. 

Mr.  Dunning  said,  the  hon.  gentleman 
had  made  his  first  application  to  the  su- 
perif  or  gentlemen  of  nis  own  descriptioQ ; 
those,  on  %  former  occasion  had  fiuled 
bun,  and  he  trusted  would  do  so  again. 
The  inferi  or  ministry  from  Acheron,  had 
indeed  supported  him  in  the  present  de- 
bate with  idl  their  powers,  but  powers  too 
weak  to  encounter  the  others  with  justice 
and  equity  on  their  side ;  but,  said  he,  aa 
the  hon.  gentleman  has  not  succeeded  in 
his  application  to  heaven  or  hell,  he  has 
appked  to  a  third,  even  to  you,  Mr* 
Speaker. — ^This  occasioned  a  loud  laugfa« 

Sir  CecU  Wnu^  said^  though  daav  to 
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opioiopy  ttiat  Aamaa  ooghc  lo  bet  exeetted 
£ron  tbe  good  rf  tbe  Niiilaoi  Tempiu  Bflli 
yei  he  thoiigbt  sir  James  Lowlberend* 
tied  to  all  tbe  expencei  be  bad  kieitiTed 
ia  coiMeqiieiioe  or  this  clause  by  coiAt 
meacaig  actions;  tbat  as  no  provisions  of 
that  sort  v6re  in  die  Bill  before  the  House, 
and  as  he  would  not  wish  a  national  lus- 
tice  to  ooe  man  should  be  purchased  at 
tbe  eijwnce  of  a  national  injustice  to  ano* 
tber,  kesfaonld  be  against  committing  it. 

Mr.  PkippS:  answered,  that  the  Com* 
loittae  was  the  proper  place  for  iotroduo* 
ioffoch  a  clause;  and  thai  if  the  bon. 
fotieman  would  produce  such  a  dause 
at  the  Committee^  he  would  second  him ; 
sad  if  tbe  daose  was  rejected,  would  vote 
sgaipstthe  Bill  at  the  third  reading. 

Sir  George  SavUe  denied  any  ba»mn 
being  made  at  the  passing  the  Nuttum 
TempuB  Bill  on  the  introduction  of  the 
clause ;  that  the  duke  of  Portland  was  un- 
wiliiog  that  the  public  good  of  the  Bill 
shoold  meet  with  any  obstructions  on  his 
acooaot;  and  therefore  his  case  was  ex- 
cepted in  that  Bill,  but  did,  by  no  means, 
preclude  hioiaelf,  or  friends,  from  attempt- 
ing a  particular  remedy  afterwards. 

Hie  question  was  put,  that  the  said  Bill 
be  committed.  The  House  divided«  The 
Yeas  went  forth. 

Tellers. 

::} 
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v«—  f  Mr.  Vane    -     - 
^^"  iMr.  Dundas      - 
So  it  was  resolred  ia  the  affirmative. 


Feb.  27*  The  order  of  the  day  being 
read,  for  tbe  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a 
Cominittee  of  the  whole  House,  upon  the 
ssidBiU, 

Sir  fFm.  Meredith  moved,  that  the 
Speaker  do  now  leave  the  chair;  upon 
wiiich  the  following  debate  *  ensued : 

Mr.  Jeremiah  Dyson : 

Sir;  we  are  now  entering  into  a 
debate  of  the  most  solemn  and  serious 
qoestion  that  I  ever  remember  to  have 

*  From  a  pamphlet  published  ia  1771,  en- 
titled «•  Tbe  bebate  in  tbe  Home  of  Com- 
'*inona,  cm  Wednesday,  February  S7,  1771, 
'*  OD  tbe  Bitl.to  repeal  a  Clause  in  the  Act  for 
'*  quieting  the  powession  of  tbe  subject,  com- 
*'BioDly  called  the  Nullum  Tempus  Act." 
The  Reiiert  of  ifae  Speeches  iraa  taken  by  sir 
^IWam  MeredWi,  assisted  ly  tbe  hoe.  Cob« 


been  ^tafed  in  this  Hou^  For  tie  e») 
tent  of  the  poposilion  goes  la  this:  wba# 
th6r  we  shall  suffer  the  law  of  the  land  to 
proeeM  in  its  uaual  and  ancient  osune, 
according  to  the  known  certain  and  eata* 
bllshed  rules  of  judicature,  cv  whether  we 
shall  interpose  the  authority  and  controol 
of  parUament,  in  order  to  substitute  a  new, 
unprecedented,  unoonstitutienal  mode  of 
trials  in  the  room  and  in  subversion  of  fhaC^ 
which  has  beenfonnded  in  tbe  policy,  and 
confirmed  by  the  wisdom  of  past  ages,  and 
which  our  ancestors  hoped  to  have  ddi* 
vered  down  safe  and  inviolaUe  to  all  fioH 
tare  times :  for,  however  geatlemen  mi^ 
attempt  b^  their  powefs  of  efoquenoe  tsi 
disguise  tms  propasition,  it  is  dearly  this; 
that,  in  the  instance  of  a  suit  nfiw  depend- 
ing in  the  courts  below,  this  House  shall 
send  forth  a  new  rule  of  decision,  in  order 
to  oblige  the  courts  of  Werttminster*hail 
to  decide  in  a  different  manner  from  wbat 
they  must  decide,  provided  no  snch  nde 
was  sent  down  to  them.  I  affirm  this  to 
be  the  ease.  Sir,  because  the  gentlemda 
who  bring  in  this  Bill  assume  the  propoai* 
tion,  that  the  courts  of  Westminster-hdl 
must  of  themselves  decide  in  finrour  of  sir 
James  Lowther,  against  the  duke  of  Port* 
land;  for,  if  they  could  at  all  rely  on  tba 
justness  of  their  cause,  this  Bill  would,  ia 
their  own  opinions,  be  unnecessary.  Tha 
desien  then  is  to  compel  the  courts  of  law 
to  (tecide  in  favour  of  the  duke  of  Port^ 
Imd,  which  courts,  if  .not  put  under  suck 
controul,  must  decide  in  favour  of  sir  Jamea 
Lowther.  I  have  the  strongest  reason  for 
stating  the  suit  against  the  duke  of  Port* 
land,  as  the  only  foundation  for  the  Bill> 
because  there  is  no  other  stated.  On 
what  principle  of  equity,  justice,  law,  or 
the  constitution,  we  can  proceed  on  suck 
a  basis,  I  own,  I  cannot  discover.  I  aver, 
tfiat.the  proceeding^  as  far  as  my  know* 
ledge  goes,  is  totsiUv  unprecedented ;  for 
although  gentlemen  have  named  one  pr^ 
cedent,  as  they  are  pleased  to  call  it^ 
which  is  that  of  the  lesisbture  not^  only 
indiemnifying  persons  who  have  neglected 
to  qualify,  but  stopping  such  suits  as  are 
commenced  on  such  occasions;  yet  1  am 
sure  no  gentleman  can  be  serious  in  com* 
paring  a  forfeiture  under  a  penal  statute 
to  a  civil  suit  commenced  for  a  landed 
estate,  under  a  right  founded  in  common 
law,  and  prosecuted  under  the  immediate 
sanction  and  direction  of  parlument.  In- 
deed, Sir,  I  wish  gentlemen  would  consider 
the  extensive  consequences  of  this  pro- 
ceeding.   Foea^  own  part,  I  feel  myself 
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bound  in  conadence,  as  a  candid,  honest, 
and  impartial  member  of  parliament,  to 
give  my  vote  against  anv  further  proceed- 
mg  in  this  business,  and  therefore  I  shall 
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dissent  from  the  motion,  that  you  do  now 

leave  the  chair. 

The  Hon.  Cpnsiantine  Phipps : 

Sir;  I  shall,  I  hope,  to  the  satis- 
faction of  this  House,  prove  how  ground- 
less all  the  objections  are  that  have  been 
made  to  this  Bill:  it  has  been  treated  as  a 
breach  of  the  faith  of  parliament,  a  viola- 
tion of  justice,  and  an  invasion  of  private 
property.    Nothing  more,  however,  is  ne- 
cessary to  refute  these  groundless  charges, 
ihan  to  examine  them.  I  had  indeed  hoped, 
that  this  day's  debate  would  have  produced 
some  fresh  arguments,  more  worthy  the 
attention  of  tlus  House,  and  that  these 
would  have  been  confined  to  their  proper 
place,  I  mean  the  news-papers,  where  they 
Bave,  for  these  three  days,  been  industri- 
ously propagated  under  fictitious  names, 
.and  mixed  with  many  gross  falsehoods, 
to  prejudice  the  minds  of  the  people: 
they  have  also  appeared  in  the  same  com- 
pany in  an  anonymous  Case,  industriously, 
partially,  and  secretly  conveyed  into  the 
lands  of  some  members  of  this  House,  by 
frhom,  and  for  what  purposes,  I  do  not 
pretend  to  say.     [Here  he  made  many 
observations  on  the  falsehoods  and  misre- 
presentations in  the  Case.]    I  cannot  how- 
ever omit  this  opportunit)-  of  mentioning 
the  very  difierent  conduct  of  the  friends 
of  this  Bill.    They  have  not  filled  papers 
i/rith  mirepresentaticftis  of  a  matter  de- 
pending in  this  House.    Conscious  of  the 
merits  of  that  cause,  which  they  have 
Spoused  for  its  justice  only,  they  have 
been  content  fairly  and  openly  to  o%r 
their  arguments  in  the  course  of  two  de- 
bates to  the  House;  every  man  staking 
his  character  upon  the  veracity  of  his  as- 
sertions, and  the  propriety  of  those  mo- 
tives upon  which  he  grounds  his  vote. 
The  hon.  gentleman  who  spoke  last,  having 
thought  proper  to  adopt  these  opinions, 
and  to  enforce  them  with  his  usual  ingenu- 
ity, it  becomes  necessary  to  contradict  and 
disprove  them.    He  tells  us.  Sir,  it  would 
be  a  breach  of  the  faith  of  parliament :  be- 
cause, two  years  ago,  in  taking  away  the 
nullum  tempus  rights  of  the  crown,  you 
f;ave,  by  this  clause,  a  right  to  the  grantee 
4>f  the  crown  to  prosecute,  and  mrected 
him  how  to   proceed;  that,  by  passing 
this  Bill,  you  would  take  away  the  power 
^oa  than  gave,  and  say  to  the  grantee, 


**  Though  you  have  done  what  we  direct* 
ed,  vou  shall  not  have  what  we  promised." 
— l*b  answer  this,  it  will  be  necessary  to 
state  the  case  in  more  accurate  and  pre- 
cise terms,  than  would  have  been  con- 
venient for   the  hon.  gentleman's   pur- 
pose.   Parliaiment,  as  any  man  may  see 
who  reads  this  clause,  did  not  promise  any 
thing,  or  give  any  right ;  it  is  only  a  sav- 
ing clause,  by  which  parliament  left  the 
powers  of  grantees  open  to  future  consi^ 
deration;  but  it  is  a  new  idea  of  .parlia- 
mentary faith,  repugnant  to  every  idea  oC 
legidation,   to  suppose  that  parliament^ 
when  it  does  not  pass  an  act,  pledges 
itself  never  to  pass  it ;  the  hon.  gentle- 
man might  as  weU  have  said,  because  the 
Nullum  Tempus  Bill  was  thrown  out  the 
first  year,  it  was  a  breach  of  parliamentary 
faith   to  pass  it  the  second.    My  idea^ 
Sir,  of  parliamentary  faith  is  very  differ- 
ent; it  can  never  be  engaged,  but  where 
something  is  given  up  for  it.    The  faith 
of  parliament  is  engaged  to  pul^ic  cre- 
ditors, because  they  have  lent  their  mo- 
ney, upon  terms  proposed  by  the  legisla- 
ture, which  the  legislature  is  bound  to 
keep;  and  in  that  case,  a  man  who,  frooi 
thinking  it  exorbitant,  had  opposed  the 
loan,  is  bound  in  honour  to  vote  against  a 
repeal  of  that  law,  by  which  it  was  autho- 
rised, but  it  is  not  contended,  that   sir 
James  Lowther's  consent  as  an  individual 
was  necessary,  in  this  case,  to  have  passed 
the  act   originally  without  this    clause : 
parliament  bad  then  an  undoubted  right 
to  have  taken  away  the  right  from  the 
grantees  as  well  as  the  crown;  but  having 
reserved  it  for  future  consideration,  they 
are  now,  it  being  brought  before  them,  as 
much  at  liberty  to  take  it  away,  if  they 
shall  think  it  expedient.    The  House  as  a 
body  is  absolutely  unpledged:  every  indi- 
vidual has  a  right,  and  ought  to  exercise 
his  own  judgment  in  the  vote  he  shall  give. 
There  is  imieed  another  kind  of  parlia- 
mentary faith,  which  ought  to  be  kept 
sacred ;  I  mean  the  fulfilling,  by  the  pro- 
visions in  the  BiU,  whatever  is  promised  to 
the  people  by  its  title.    This  was  entitled, 
*^  An  Act  for  rendering  more  effectual  an 
Act  of  James  the  1st,  for  quieting  the  sub- 
jects against  all  pretences  of  concealment 
whatsoever."  A  clause  was  inserted  in  this 
Bill,  not  in  the  original  act  of  king  James, 
which,  from  two  years   experience,  we 
find,  has,  in  a  great  measure,  defeated  the 
intention  of  the  Act.    The  fiiith  of  parlia- 
ment will  indeed  be  broken,  if  we  obsti- 
nately adhere  to  what  we  inadvertently 
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pasndy  by  sappNOriiDs  a  clause  which  gives 
the  Ue  to  the  titie  of  the  Act.  The  peo- 
ple, who  see  the  quiet  that  was  promised 
not  obtained,  will  have  reason  to  be« 
lieve  that  it  was  never  intended,  should 
the  Bill  now  offered  for  repealing  the  clause 
be  rejected.  To  prove  that  it  is  a  viola- 
tion of  justice,  we  are  told,  this  BiU  is 
to  give  a  direction  to  a  court  of  law,  in 
the  case  of  a  particular  person,  which  will 
oblige  tbem  to  decide  by  a  different  rule 
from  what  they  must  otherwise  do,  and 
thae  it  is  an  ejp  post  facto  law. 

Yiow^  Sir,  let  us  see  how  this  charge 
vjZl  stand :  Uie  clause  proposed  to  be  re- 
pealed might    have    been    necessary  in 
•ome  cases :   a  person  long  'possessed  of 
a  crown-lease  might  have  omitted  to  pro-, 
secute  some    encroachers  upon  his  pro- 
perty, from  knowing  that  no  prescription 
could  bar  him  :  if  from  any  considerations 
of  ooDvemence  he  had  suffered  his  claims 
to  sleep,  it  would  have  been  unjust  to  pre- 
clude him  without  any  warning  from  as- 
serting bis  right.    No  such  grantee  has 
availed  himself  of  this  clause,  but  a  gran- 
tee of  a  very  different  kind  has ;  one  who 
has  obtained  a  grant  of  an  estate  in  the 
poaseasion  of  another  man,  upon  the  sug- 
gestion of  a  supposed  defect  m  that  title, 
if  therefore  this  Bill  will  only  decide  one 
caose,  it  is  because  only  one  such  cause 
eziaU;  I  mean  the  cause  of  one  grantee 
against  many  possessors.    The  provision 
is  general;  but  if  only  one  man  has  brought 
himself  under  this  description,  is  it  a  rea- 
son why  that  man  should  be  suffered  to 
avail  himself  of  this  inadvertency  of  par- 
liament to  the  injury  o^  the  quiet  subject  ? 
But,  Sir,  this  is  not,  as  it  is  represented,  a 
Bill  to  give  a  direction  to  a  court  of  law  to 
determine  a  particular  cause ;  it  is  to  pre- 
vent a  title  by  sixty  years  possession  being 
canvassed  upon  any  other  ground  in  a 
court  of  law.    Those,  who  think  the  duke 
of  Portland  equally  entitled,  with  every 
other  subject,  to  the  protection  of  parlia- 
ment, will  consent  by  this  act  to  extend 
that  protection  to  .his  property,  which  the 
opposers  of  this  Bill  admit  is  already  af- 
forded to  every  other  man's.    Those,  on 
the  other  hand,  who  think  the  duke  of 
Portland  alone  should  be  left  to  be  op- 
pressed, harassed,  and  plundered,  under 
the  coloaf  of  a  law,  now  in  every  other 
case  obsolete,  and  reprobated  by  parlia- 
ment, will  vote  against  the  Bill.    To  deter 
gentlemen  from  agreeing  to  this  Bill,  it 
nas  been  called  an  ex  pott  facto  law ;  such 
atew  in  ciifflinal  cases  (wUch  ia  the  ge- 


neral acceptation  of  the  expression)  is  in- 
deed justly  alarming  and  odious,  because 
it  makes  an  action,  innocent  at  the  time  it 
was  done,  criminal  by  a  subsequent  act, 
and  makes  the  actor  liable  to  a  punish- 
ment he  could  not  be  aware  of  at  the  time 
he  did  the  act,  and  consequently  could 
not  be  deterred  by.  But  why  is  this  so 
alarming  ?  Because  it  makes  the  unwary 
subject  the  object  of  prosecution  and  op« 

Eression,  for  something  he  could  not  know 
e  had  acted  wrong  in.  But  there  is  an- 
other kind  of  ex  post  facto  law,  which  has 
ever  been  deemed  as  advantageous,  as  the 
other  is  injurious  to  the  «ubject :  I  mean 
laws  for  the  redress  of  grievances,  which 
must  necessarily  be  ex  postfacto^  since  no^ 
grievance  can  be  redressed  before  it  bar 
been  felt.  This  Bill  is  calculated  to  re* 
dress  a  grievance ;  in  that  light,  and  in 
that  only,  it  is  an  ex  post  facto  law.  The 
hon.  gentleman  has  called  upon  us  to'sup- 
port  by  precedents  this  invasion  of  pro- 
perty (as  he  terms  it)  :  he  tells  us,  none 
have  occurred  to  him ;  but  one  has  been 
brought  in  this  xase  in  a  former  debate ; 
that  of  the  Indemnifying  Bill,  which  now 
lies  upon  the  table  to  be  passed,  taking 
away  the  penalty  from  a  common  informer, 
vested  in  him  by  law ;  which,  he  tells  us^ 
is  no  way  applicable  to  the  present  case  ; 
he  has  not,  however,  shewn  us  wherein 
they  differ.  I  will  shew  in  what  they  are 
alike,  and  doubt  not  of  proving  to  the 
House,  that  the  situations  of  the  two  kinda 
of  informers  are  more  similar  than  the  two 
kinds  of  ex  post  facto  laws,  which  he  has 
endeavoured  to  confound.  A  penal  sta- 
tute makes  men  liable  to  a,certam  penalty 
for  omitting  to  do  certain  things  by  law 
directed ;  and  vests  the  property  of  that 
penalty  in  any  informer,  who  shall  enforce 
the  law  against  the  delinquent,  by  strictly 
following  the  directions  of  that  act,  as  a 
reward  for  hb  diligence  in  discovering  the 
breach  of  that  law.  The  Indemnifymg 
Act  takes  away  from  the  informer  this  pro- 
perty so  vested  in  him  by  law,  though  he 
has  complied  with  the  directions  of  the 
Act,  and  actually  obtained  a  verdict,  and 
restores  to  the  delinquent  that  property, 
which,  under  the  former  Act,  he  had  for- 
feited by  non-observance  of  the  law.  In 
this  case,  the  legislature,  determining  that 
the  omission  shall  not  be  punished,  takes 
away  the  reward  from  the  informer,  which 
was  oinly  given  for  the  discovery  of  tlK>8e 
omissions.  What  is  the  case  of  the  in- 
former of  concealments  ?  No  law,  but  the 
custom  of  office^  has  given  a  beneficial 
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Idbm  of  any  property^  which  shall  be  sug- 
gested to  oeioDg  to  the  crown,  in  conse- 
quence of  any  deficiency  of  title  in  the 
actual  possessor,  though  for  upwards  of 
sixty  years,  as  a  bribe  to  informers  to  rake 
into  tne  tide  of  their  neighbours,  and  dis- 
cover informalities  and  defects  by  which 
the  crown  mav  reap  adTanta^e.  The  le- 
gislature, jusUy  abhorring  this  odious  and 
oppressive  principle,  have  (as  they  in  the 
penal  case  remitted  the  punishment) 
enacted,  that  the  crown  shall  not  avail  it- 
self, to  die  prejudice  of  the  subject,  of  any 
auch  defect ;  but  that  sixty  years  posses- 
sion shall  be  as  good  a  tide  against  the 
crown,  as  it  was  before  against  the  sub- 
ject :  where  then  is  the  injusdce  of  taking 
away  from  the  informer  that  reward,  which 
was  only  held  out  as  an  inducement  to  him 
to  do  that  which  you  declare  shall  not  be 
done  ?  Is  that  man  more  the  innocent  ob- 
ject of  parliamentary  protection,  who  has 
omitted,  however  inadvertently,  to  comply 
with  the  direcUons  of  a  law,  which  he 
might  know  because  it  is  public,  than  he, 
who,  resting  secure  in  long  hereditaty  un- 
disturbed possession  upon  the  credit  of  his 
ancestors,  the  tacit  evidence  of  his  neigh- 
bours, and  the  crown,  whose  right  alone 
can  be  invaded ;  when  this  possessor  has 
not  even  a  possibility  of  knowing  the  de- 
fiects  of  his  tide,  because  he  has  not  access 
to  the  papers  that  are  to  point  out  such  de- 
fects i  or  is  that  man  less  the  object  of 
parliamentary  faith,  who,  from  interested 
moUves,  becomes  the  servant  of  the  legis- 
lature, and  proves  a  breach  of  the  law, 
than  be,  who,  from  motives  as  avaricious, 
becomes  the  tool  of  office,  to  question  the 
rights  of  an  unsuspecting  own^  ?  How- 
ever diis  precedent,  strong  as  it  is,  is  not 
the  only  one.  The  veij  statute  of  king 
James,  and  every  quietmg  Bill  that  ever 
passed,  have  taken  awav  the  claims  of 
grantees  so  circumstancea ;  and  lord  Coke, 
u  his  reading  on  that  statute,  menUons  it 
as  one  of  its  greateit  merit8,4hat  it  pro- 
tected the  su^ect  against  that  turhiditm 
genua  Aamfn«ni«— My  lord  Coke,  in  his 
fourth  Institute,  mentions  another  case 
atrongly  in  point.  .  Some  of  these  in- 
itonners  had  obtabed  a  grant  from  the 
crown  of  a  possession  always  reputed  to 
belong  to  the  bishop  of  Norwicn.  The 
bishop  had  taken  a  lease  of  this  from  the 
srantee,  by  a  friend  of  his,  one  Hammond : 
k>rd  Coke,  then  attorney-general,  much 
loislikin^  this,  as  he  expresses  it,  prevailed 
on  the  bishop,  that  an  act  of  parliament 
4Midd pass  to Mcure this posKttiottfte the 


bishopric  The  House  is,  I  hope,  con- 
vinced, that  the  object  of  tlus  Bill  is  not  to 
violate,  but  fulfil  the  faith  of  parliament ; 
not  to  obstruct,  but  support  justice;  not 
to  invade,  but  to  secure  the  property  of 
the  subject.  The  only  (question  is,  whe« 
ther,  by  rejecting  this  Bill,  you  will  sup^ 
port  and  countenance  informers ;  a  race 
of  men  hardly  to  be  tolerated,  certainly 
not  encouraged  or  favoured,  in  a  free 
state ; — or,  by  passing  it,  secure  that  right 
which  is  the  most  honourable,  and  the 
most  jusdy  and  universally  favoured  by  tho 
common  law ;  a  right  founded  in  long  he* 
reditary,  undisturbed,  bana^fide  possession. 

Mr«  Dyson  having  said,  that  a  gende- 
man  had,  in  a  former  debate,  proposed  a 
clause  for  indemnifying  sir  James,  ne  sup- 
posed that  idea  was  dropped,  as  thegeo- 
deman  had  not  moved  for  the  necessary 
instructions  to  the  committee;  therefors 
he  considered  it  only  as  dust  thrown  out 
to  blind  some  gentlemen  in  the  debate— • 

Captain  Phtppsy  in  answer,  told  him, 
that  die  gendeman  had  the  clause  ready, 
and  was  certain  that  it  would  be  presented 
in  proper  time. 

The  Speaker  then  asked,  whether  the 
House  would  not  indulffe  a  voung  member 
in  now  making  his  motion  n>r  instructions 
to  the  committee,  though  in  point  of  order 
he  ought  to  have  done  it  sooner ;  but  the 
House  would  not. 

Sir  Cecil  Wray  then,  in  his  own  justifi- 
cation, said,  he  had  prepared  the  clause  in 
question,  which  he  was  ready  to  present  to 
the  House  when  they  thought  proper; 
that  he  found  he  had  lost  his  present  op- 
portunity, but  was  informed  he  might  pre- 
sent it  in  other  stages  of  the  Bill,  therefore 
did  not  desure  to  break  into  the  order  of 
the  House ;  that  he  could,  however,  tell 
the  hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Y^yeoik)  who  bad 
supposed  he  would  not  present  it,  that  he 
knew  very  litde  of  him.  If  he  supposed  he 
would  say  one  thing  one  day  and  gain- 
say it  the  next^— The  debate  then  pro* 
ceeded. 

^    The  Hon.  Mr.  Fan^.* 

I  rise,  Sir,  to  give  my  disiedt  to 
the  motion  that  has  been  made  for  you  to 
leave  the  chair,  because  I  think  it  my  datf 
as  an  honest  man,  and  true  reprmentative 
of  the  people,  to  oppose  every  step  i* 
every  stage  of  proceeding,  wlueb,  I  ans 
firndy  of  opmion,  is  a  violation  of  the 
rightaof  thepeople^  a  bi^acii  of  pariia^ 
mentary  faith,  and  an  overturning  of  the 
jiuisdictioB  of  Urn  law«    Thk  proetedia» 
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Mr.  Speiker,  iiad  its  connneiuMietit  in 
ngeand  in  tyranny;  it  was  founded  in 
tlie  hope  of  biettrinff  down  the  right  and 
tide  01  IB  honoar4>Ie  person,  who  asks  no 
fiivotir,  but  the  equal  and  unhiasaed  judg« 
ment  of  the  hiw ;  who  does  not  resort  to 
the  law,  bat  under  the  faith  and  direction 
oC  an  act  of  parliament  recently  given. 
With  vfait  justice,  what  decency,  can  we 
annihilKe  the  daim,  tiuit  we  onrsdyes 
famnlified?  How  can  ti»is  pariiament 
takeava^  from  sir  J.  Lowther  that  Terjr 
1^  which  this  yery  parliament  has  di- 
Rded  sir  J.  Lowther  to  maintab  ?  For 
yftea  parliament  gave  sir  J.  Lowther  an 
inthontf  to  commence  a  suit,  that  ao- 
tfaoricy  can  bear  no  construction,  bu^  Aat 
ef  a  ooBunand  so  to  do.  And  he  was 
hound  to  prosecttte  his  right,  not  fbr  his 
own  sake,  bat  on  account  of  the  public,  to 
which  the  estate  in  question  will  devolve^ 
as  800Q  as  sir  J.  Lowther's  grant  expires. 
Surely,  then,  I  may  appl^  £e  expression 
«f  our  great  poet  on  this  occasion :  for, 
BDOB  it  was  by  our  own  command  that  sir 
J.  Lowther  began  his  suit, 

"  TwouM  be  onr  tyranny  to  strike  and  gall 
him 

"  For  what  w«  bid  him  do."— 

Bat  I,  Sir,  take  up  this  question  on 
^Mr  ground  than  that  of  personal  con- 
werition.  I  think  it  the  cause  of  com- 
num  justice,  common  security,  and  public 
Bherty ;  ftir  I  know  no  protection  by  which 
soy  man  can  hold  his  property,  or  live  in 
freedom,  bat  under  the  line  and  barrier  of 
Ihehiw:  if  that  is  taken  away,  or  over- 
powered, every  thing  is  left  in  common  to 
tbe  will  of  a  tyrant,  or  the  fury  of  the 
Bndtitode.  To  undermine,  or  to  subvert 
^  law,  is  the  language,  the  principle, 
the  act  of  despotism.  1  am  sorry  to  see, 
that  this  principle  of  despotism  has  ear- 
ned us  so  6r  idreadtr ;  I  earnestly  hope  it 
^  carr^  us  no  iarther ;  but  that  we  shall 
leave  th»  cause  where  it  now  is,  to  be  de- 
tennined  in  the  courts  of  law,  according 
to  the  roles  and  principles  of  law. 

Mr.  Seymour  ; 

Sir ;  I  agree  with  every  one  of  those 
pitlemen,  who  think,  that  the  rule  of  law 
athat  very^rule,  which  ought  to  ^uide  our 
conduct,  and  to  sway  our  consciences,  in 
the  question  now  before  us.  It  is  there- 
fore necessary  only  to  state  what  the  law 
*•  For,  thank  God,  it  is  not  a  pouit  of 
hw  that  lies  buried  in  the  (H>nfusion  of 
dacaaery  and  mysteries ;  it  is  a  law  that 
*^>»nis  acquainted  with,  who  knows 


he  has  any  thing  that  he  can  call  his  own. 
For  I  know,  and  we  all  know,  that  every 
man  who  has  held  an  estate  for  the  space 
of  sixty  years,  without  molestation,  cannot^ 
by  the  common  law,  be  disturfoed-in  his 
possession.  The  question  before  us  is 
merely  this,  whether  an  individuid  {I  maf 
name  him  the  duke  of  Portland)  snail  be 
sineled  out  by  the  ministers  of  the  crown, 
to  have  an  estate  taken  from  him  by  tiie 
renewal  of  a  dormant  power  of  the  crown} 
which  I  cannot  allow  to  have  been  lawt 
because  it  counteracts  that  rule  and  prin* 
ciple  of  law,  l^  which  we  are  all  protected 
in  those  inheritances  which  our  ancestors 
have  bequeathed  to  us.  I  hardly  kno# 
what  gentlemen  mean,  when  they  deny 
the  right  of  parliament  to  alter  the  com* 
mon  law ;  because  every  statute  that  lies 
upon  your  table  is  either  an  alteration,  or 
aniendmait,  or  enforcement  of  the  com* 
mon  law.  We  do  our  duty  to  the  public 
as  often  as  we  pass  such  acts  as  give  re- 
dress, where  the  law  has  denied  it;  and  as 
often  as  we  put  a  stop  to  the  idnise  of 
power,  where  the  common  law  is  not  able 
to  restrain  it.  Our  judgments,  when  ^ey 
contradict  the  law,  I  grant,  are  arbitraty  ^ 
when  they  are  conformable  tolaw,  ther 
are  just,  equitable,  and  favourable  to  h« 
berty.  I  therefore  agree  to  the  motion^ 
that  you,  Sir,  do  now  leave  the  chair. 

Mr.  Serjeant  ZeigA.' 

Sir  t  I  rise  to  give  my  testimony  to 
the  fairness  of  the  manner  in  #hich  an 
hon.  geintleman,  who  sits  below  me,  (Mr. 
Dyson)  has  stated  this  question.  He  has 
put  it,  I  think,  on  the  fiurest  issue  ima- 

S'naUe :  for  he  says,  that  whoever  thinks 
lis  cause  unfit  to  be  tried  by  the  courts 
below,  will  agree  to  the  motion;  whoever 
thinks  it  fit  and  proper  for  die  courts  of 
Westminster  to  aedde  this  cause,  as  it  is 
referred  to  them,  will  dissent  from  the 
motion,  that  you  do  now  leave  the  chair. 

I  am  freemost  cordially  to  declare,  that 
had  I  been  possessed  of  a  seat  in  this 
House  when  the  Bill  passed,  I  should  hav# 
opposed  the  insertion  of  this  clause.  No 
man  shall  hear  me  adopt  such  a  principle 
as  that  of  excluding  a  man  firom  the  benefit 
of  a  general  law;  much  less  could  I  have 
made  a  nobleman  of  the  duke  of  Port^ 
laod^s  character  the  object  of  such  an  ex* 
elusion. 

But  I  have  die  concern  to  see,  that  par- 
liament  has  excluded  the  duke  of  Portumd 
from  the  benefit  of  that  Act.  Was  it  from 
inadvertency,  from  nis^pprehensioo,  froaa 
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ignonuice  in  point  of  fact,  or  error  in 
judgment?  Certainly  no.  The  duke  of 
Fortland's  case  in  general  was  so  much  in 
the  contemplation  of  the  House,  that  it 
even  gave  rise  to  tbe  Bill.  Was  it  from 
want  of  being  informed  of  the  precise  si- 
tuation in  which  the  clause  placed  the 
duke  of  Portland?  Nothing  like  it.  The 
clause  was  shewn,  approved  of,  and  con- 
sented to  by  the  counsel  who  managed  his 
cause,  who  knew  most  intimately  the  con- 
ditions of  his  grant,  and  who  acted  on  this 
occasion  not  so  much  in  the  way  of  their 
profession,  as  in  friendship  to  his  grace. 
Was  it  unknown  to  the  duke,  or  could  he 
be  imposed  on  in  the  nature  and  conduct 
of  the  transaction?  The  character  of  the 
gentlemen  concerned  forbid  one  suppo- 
sition, and  the  good  sense  and  wisdom  of 
his  grace  destroy  the  other.  The  clause 
was  then  more  than  consented  to ;  it  was 
approved  by  his  grace  and  all  his  friends ; 
and  under  this  very  clause  did  the  suit 
commence. 

Under  what  pretence  then  can  I  nowyote 
for  removing  a  cause  from  its  proper  judi- 
cature, in  which  the  legislature  itself  has 
placed  it  ?  Are  tbe  courts  incompetent 
to  try  the  cause  ?  It  cannot  be  suggested. 
Is  any  violence,  injustice,  or  partiality,  to 
be  apprehended  ?  No,  Sir,  it  would  be 
unjust  to  form  an  apprehension  of  this  na- 
ture. Indeed,  Sir,  if  this  clause  was  as 
extensive  in  its  consequences,  as  when  it 
first  passed,  perhaps,  I  might  now  think 
myself  at  liberty  to  vote  for  the  repeal,  and 
consent  to  an  intrusion  upon  the  jurisdic- 
iion  of  the  common  law,  by  taking  this 
suit  out  of  the  course  of  trial,  to  obtam  the 
benefit  of  future  security  to  the  subject, 
from  the  unhappy  consequences  of  this 
clause.  But  the  time  allowed  by  the  clause 
under  your  consideration,  for  bringing 
auch  suits,  having  elapsed,  renders  a  future 
oppression  under  this  act  impossible ;  and 
the  offer  made  by  sir  James  Lowther  in 
his  place,  to  withdraw  all  other  suits,  re- 
moves the  objection  arising  from  a  fear  of 
preient  oppression.  It  is  upon  these 
grounds  that  I  refuse  to  the  duke  of  Port- 
land alone  that  relief,  which,  I  confess,  I 
would  gladly  extend  to  him  with  others ; 
and  though  this  Bill  bears  upon  the  face 
of  it  the  appearance  of  a  general  remedy, 
I  think  it  best,  however  reluctantly,  to  sa- 
crifice the  interest  of  his  grace,  lest  this 
Bill  going  down  to  posterity  joined  to 
his  amiable  character,  should  be  mistaken 
for  an  act  of  partiality  rather  than  justice, 
md  become  a  dangerous  precedent  for  an 


Debates  in  ihe  Commoru  on  the  BiB  [16 

interference  with  the  course  of  justice, 
upon  less  honourable  motives,  and  a  less 
plausible  occasion.  It  is  for  these  reasons. 
Sir,  that  I  shall  give  my  vote  agttost  your 
leaving  the  chair. 

Mr.  Cornwall: 


Sir;  the  learned  serjeant,  who 
spoke  last,  has  with  great  clearness  ex- 
pressed his  reasons  for  dissenting  from  the 
repeal  of  the  clause,  that  b  now  under  the 
consideration  of  this  House.  But  his  ob« 
jections  go  no  farther  back  than  the.com* 
mencement  of  the  suit,  in  consequence  of 
a  grant  made  to  sir  James  Lowther  of 
an  estate  which  the  duke  of  Portland's 
family  have  had  possession  of  near 
seventy  years.  But  my  principles  carry 
me  further  back  than  the  institution 
of  the  suit — my  objection  is  to  the  grant 
itself;  and  if  I  think  that  grant  om^ressive, 
injurious,  tyrannous,  I  cannot,  as  far  as  my 
voice  goes,  consent  to  lengthen  its  exist- 
ence one  moment :  whatever  is  built  oa 
such  a  ruinous  and  bad  foundation,  ought 
to  be  instantly  pulled  down. 

The  grant  was  made  on  a  revival  of  an 
abominable  principle,  that  *  nullum  tempua 
occurrit  regi.'  I  do  not  mean  to  flatter 
either  the  gentleman  vi4io  obtained  the 
grant,  or  those  who  made  it.  I  do  not 
Uiink  the  motives  for  soliciting  it  can  be 
justified  by  any  man  in  a  cool  moment.  I 
think  the  reasons  for  granting  it  unpardon- 
able at  any  time.  It  was  solicited,  during 
the  heat  of  an  election,  for  the  purpose  of 
carrying  on  that  election :  it  was  granted, 
upon  a  supposed  necessity  of  supporting 
the  claims  of  the  <:rown.  I  do  not  think  it 
a  credit  to  any  servant  of  the  crown  to  be 
tenacious  of  such  a  prerogative..  Had  I 
had  the  honour  to  have  beenat  the  treasury 
board,  so  far  from  giving  my  countenance 
and  assistance  to  any  grant  in  support  of 
the  principles  of  the  nullum  tempirclBxm 
of  tne  crown,  I  should  have  ttiought  I 
had  discharged  my  duty  more  agreeably 
to  my  gracious  master,  and  more  like  a 
faithful  steward  for  the  public,  by  discou- 
raging such  claims,  and  discountenuncing 
every  informer  that  attempted  to  avau 
himself  of  them.  The  property  of  the 
crown  is  the  property  of  the  public ;  Uiat 
property  is  only  valuable,  as  it  is  a  part  of 
the  interest  of  the  public.  The  interest  of 
the  public  is,  that  the  subject  should  be 

Suiet,  and  look  up  to  the  crown  with  con- 
dence  for  protection,  and  not  dread  to 
feel  from  it  the  hand  of  oppression.  What 
can  be  more  unnatural  and  repugnant  to 
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tlie  principles  fii  «  ft^  goiferni^ent,  than 
ihe  exercise  of  a  power,  which  .vests  in  the 
aowo  an  exclusive  light  of  disturbing  the 
aocieat  possessions  of  the  subject,  not  only 
for  iu  own  emoluDoent,  but  to  gratify  the 
rapscitj  or  revenge  (1  mean  not  to  point 
this  to  the  present  instance,  I  mean  the 
reverse)  of  an  unworthy  individual,  at  the 
eipexvceofy  perhaps,  the  most  meritorious 
aoavlrtDous  member  of  the  community. 
Yet  Mcb  is  the  power  claimed  by  the 
mi^^iMKw^righty  in  its  utmost  extent. 
1  confeiy  had  I  been  for  a  partial  repeal, 
tbejiirt  exempted  by  this  clause  is  that  I 
iboo/d  be  more  solicitous  to  destroy ;  as  I 
tfaiok  much  more  vexation  is  to  be  dreaded 
film  the  passions  and  interests  of  indivi- 
duals, than  the  necessities  of  the  state. 
As  to  the  duke  of  Portland  himself,  he  is 
oot  only  entitled  to  the  protectio;),  he 
(ksenes  the  thanks  of  the  public,  for  ge- 
nerously consenting  to  wave  the  immediate 
possession  of  that  security,  which,  in  cora- 
luoo  with  every  other  subject,  he  had  his 
right  to.  He  was  contented  that  his  rights 
sboald  sleep,  lest  they  should  be  a  motive 
io  the  mind  of  any  one  man  to  clog  /99  salu^ 
tary  a  BilJ,  and  universal  a  benefit.  I 
thiak  tJierefore,  as  Iiis  case  is  now  before 
yon,  that  parliament  is  bc^^nd  in  honour 
to  defend  him  from  that  persecution,  from 
vhich  it  was  his  first  ooject  to  redeem 
othen,  before  be  would  attempt  to  pre- 
serve hioiself. 

Lord  North  : 

Sir;  tlie  hon.  gentleman  has  at  last 
revived  in  my  meipory  a  grant,  which 
passed  since  I  had  the  honour  of  holding 
U^  seal  of  the  exchequer,  and  which  seal 
I  am  proud  to  own  was  affixed  by  me  to 
the  grant  in  question.  This  he  calls  an 
abominable  act;  but  in  the  situation  I 
then  was,  and  still,  am,  I  thought  myself 
bound  to  pass  it  by  every  principle  of 
auty  to  the  crown,  as  the  servant  of  the 
crown,  and  bound  still  more  strongly  by 
that  duty  which  I  owe  to  the  public,  as 
tteward  of  the  public  estate,  as  far  as 
it  is  entrusted  to  me*  It  is  my  glory 
that  I  passed  the  grant ;  and  as  often 
as  meation  of  it  is  made,  so  often  shall  I 
think  that  honour  imputed  to  me*  The 
hoD«  baronet,  who  introduced  this  Bill, 
>poke  in  a  very  different  langnage*  He 
(i^ened  his  proposition  with  great  polite- 
>>^  great  candour,  and  in  a  manner  en- 
tirdy  worthy  of  himself;  but  he  will  fpr- 
9^6  me  if  1  own,  after  such  an  introduc- 
^n»  it  surprised  me  the  more,, to  find  his 
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conclusion  io  point  at  what  I  hardly  con« 
ceive  he  will  persist  in,  a  violation  of  pri« 
vate  right,  an  utter  perversion  of  law  and 
justice,  and  a  breadi  of  parliamentary 
faith.  Sute  I  am.  Sir,  the  hon.  gentle- 
man would  have  thought  no  terms  too  se- 
vere, had  such  a  Bill  been  advised  or 
moved  b^  administration ;  but  gentlemen 
in  oppo^tion  are  sometimes  apt  to.  run 
lengths,  that  men  in  office  would  shrinL 
from.  But,  Sir,  whatever  might  be  the. 
ground  of  an  intention  to  brin^  in  this^ 
Bill,  that  ground  now  is  entirely  re-* 
moved.  The  hon.  gentleman  to  whom^ 
the  grant  was  given,  has  behaved  in  tha 
noblest  manner,  a  manner  that  must  do. 
him  honour,  not  only  in  the  breast  of^ 
every  ingenuous  man,  but  that  must  ex«^ 
tort  admiration  and  praise  from  the  mouth 
of  enmity  itself.  , 

There  were,  it  seems,  many  persons  who. 
had  enclosed  lands  under  the  faith  of  se- 
veral acts  of  parliament  obtained  by  the 
Portland  family;  who,  as  they  thought 
their  titles  were .  good,  m^l^t  nave  been 
exceedingly  distressed,  had  not  the  good^; 
ncss  of  sir  James  Lowther  relieved  them* 
But  there  is  no  person  remaining  now^, 
against  whom  any  suit  is  commenced,  bui 
the  duke  of  Portland;  and  surely,  Sir^  th^ 
duke  of  Portland  is  no  object  of  pity.. 
Therefore,  even  in  the  feelings  of  men», ' 
there  can  be  no  objection,  why  .justloOi 
should  not  ruu  her  course  in  respect  o([ 
the  duke  of  Portland  only.  But  such  if.^ 
the  fate  of  condescension  and  acquies*; 
cence,  that  no  sooner  had  the  hon.^  gentle-- 
man  made  the  concession,  than  an  advan- 
tage .  is  immediately  taken  against  him  of 
his  own  bounty,  and  it  is  asked,  why  is 
the  duke  o^  Pbrtland  to  be  alone  except- 
ed ?  All  I  can  answer  is,  that  justice  mus| 
have  taken  her  course  in  respect  to  all^ 
had  not  sir  James  Lowther  himself  ex- 
empted such  as  his  humanity  pointed  out. 
But  it  is  the  strangest  argument  I  ever 
heard,  that,  because  a  gentleman  had  the 
generosity  to  give  away  a  parti  therefore 
the  rest  shall  be  forced  from  him.  It  has. 
been  insinuated,  indeed,  that  the  hpn. 
gentleman  did  not  ofter  to  make  these  ex- 
emptions, till  after  notice  was  given  of 
bringing  in  the  Bill.  Sir,  it  is  no  bnsinesa^ 
of  mine  to  enquire,  when  the  offer  was 
made.  All  I  desire  to  know  is,  what  I  do 
know,  that  they  owe  their  ouiet  to  the  li- 
berality of  sir  James  Lowtner ;  and  the 
event  of  this  day  will  prove,  that,  had  it 
not  been. for  his  liberahty,  they  had  been 
the  real  objects  of  pity,  which  these  gen- 
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tlemen  hove  laboured  to  conrince  the 
House  the  affluent  duke  of  Pordand  is. 
But,  surely*  Sir,  such  an  object  of  pity  as 
the  duke  of  Portland^  with  all  his  yast  he- 
reditary, undisputed  possessions,  was  never 
held  up  to  influence  the  passions,  against 
the  justice  of  the  House.  No,  Sir,  this 
House  never  will,  for  the  sake  of  pity,  in 
a  real  case,  put  itself  in  the  scandalous  si- 
tuation of  a  parliament  that  can  break  its 
ftith.  No,  Sir,  the  faith  of  parliament, 
which  was  kept  inviolate  to  sir  Richard 
Brook  last  year,  notwithstanding  the  ef- 
forts of  a  powerful,  beloved,  and  noble 
connexion,  will  this  year  be  held  sacred 
with  sir  James  Lowther.  There  is  no  dif- 
erence  in  the  circumstances  of  the  two 
cases,  none  in  the  characters  of  the  two 
gentlemen,  to  induce  us  to  make  so  inju- 
rious a  distinction,  and,  let  me  add,  so 
disgraceful  to  this  House,  was  it  to  take 
place. 

Lord  John  Cavetidish  : 

Sir ;  the  subject  now  before  you 
&  of  a  nature  that  makes  me  extremely 
unwilling  to  speak  a  word  upon  it ;  but 
fiiere  can  be  no  8ituation,iwhich  obliges  a 
nan  to  silence,  when  justice  requires  him 
to  speak.  That  justice  impels  me  now  to 
infofm  the  House,  diat  there  is  a  young 
lady,  near  in  blood,  and  dear  in  affection 
(o^me,  to  whom  I  am  a  guardian,  who  has 
Ah  very  estate  in  question  settled  upon 
Jier  in  part  of  ber  iointure :  if  then  it  has 
been  pleaded  for  those,  who,  it  seems,  are 
already  exempted,  that  their  ignorance  of 
any  defect  in  their  titles  i^ould  entitle 
diem  to  protectron ;  sure  I  am,  that  the 
duke  of  JPortland)  had  he  not  been  in  ig- 
aonmce  that  the  esUte,  which  his  family 
has  possessed  for  so  many  generations, 
was  liable  to  be  torn  from  him  by  a  grant ; 
apd  that  the  able  and  uprieht  lawyers, 
who  drew  up  the  settlement,  had  not  been 
in  equa)  ignorance ;  the  duke  would  never 
have  o£kred^  nor  they  accepted  the  estate, 

5  part  of  her  jointure,  or  included  it  in 
e  settlement  made  upon  her  son. 

Crovenior  Johnst<me : 

^  Sir;  I  have  heard  with  indignation, 
laAer  than  surprise,  the  arguments  that 
l^ave  been  used,  in  support  of  a  measure, 
the  most  violent,  arbitrary,  and  unjust, 
that  ever  was  proposed  to  parliament. 
1  therefore  said.  Sir,  I  was  not  surprised ; 
even  though  I  have  heard  the  Bill  sup- 
ported by  allegations,  as  false  in  fact,  as 
tba  end  propwedismyust.    It  has  been  I 


treated,  as  if  the  property  in  question  was 
the  estate  of  the  duke  of  Forthmd;  and 
sir  J.  Lowtber  the  invader  of  his  estate. 
Sir,  I  deny  that  the  duke  of  Pintland  ever 
was  the  legal  owner :  I  have  the  best  au- 
thority to  affirm,  his  grace  never  had  a 
right  by  law,  and  that  sir  J.  Lowther's 
grant  is  strictly  according  to  law :  I  UiM- 
rore  submit  it  to  the  understanding  of 
every  man  present,  whether  he  is  the 
right  owner  who  has  a  legal  title,  or  he  who 
has  no  title  at  all  I  If  the  duke  of  Portland 
has  so  just  a  risht  as  la  prete^ed,  why  k 
he  so  afraid  of  trying  of  it  ?  Why  has  he 
pleaded  privilege?  Why  has  he  used 
every  artifice  to  gain  time,  perplex,  and 
also  draw  the  pity  of  the  public  ?  I  sup- 
pose tlte  noble  lord,  who  spoke  last,  men- 
tioned the  case  of  an  innocent  lady  to 
draw  the  compassion  of  the  Himse ;  but  I 
can  iMMure  the  lioble  lord  (for  I  am  autho- 
rized to  say  so)  that  sir  James  Lowther  is 
as  ready  and  as  wiHing  to  make  a  recom- 
penee  to  the  duchess  of  Pottland,  as  to 
the  other  persons  who  may  be  supposed  to 
have  escaped  the  view  of  the  legislature 
when  the  Bill  passed;  and  who  are  so  nobly 
exempted  from  all  further  prosecution  by 
sir  J.  Lowther;  but  whose  bounty  and 
munificence  on  this  occasion  have  been 
most  ungenerously  turned  gainst  him  in 
fiivour  of  the  duke  of  Portland. 

It  has  been  said,  among  other  false- 
hoods, that  sir  J.  Lowther  applied  for 
this  grant,  in  order  to  influence  the  Cum- 
berland election.  That  fiysehood  has  been 
refuted  by  tiie  hon.  gentleman  in  his 
place,  who  has  solemnly  declared,  that  no 
regard  to  the  Cumberland  election  go- 
vemed  him  in  the  least.  Hearing  it  fro^i 
my  hon.  friend's  own  mouth,  it  is  impos- 
sible to  doubt  the  truth  of  what  he  has 
said.  AH  the  world  must  now  believe,  that 
sir  J.  Lowther  had  no  view  to  the  elec- 
tion, when  he  solicited  the  grant.  It  was 
the  defence  of  his  own  property  Aat  in- 
duced him  Co  apply  to  the  crown.  For  the 
duke  of  Portland,  not  content  wi^ 
usurping  the  estate  of  the  crowh,  could 
not  rest  without  attempting  to  usurp  the 
property  of  others,  by  virtue  of  his  pre- 
tended grant.  ^  For  he  filed  bills  io 
Chancery  against  sir  J.  Lowther,  and  the 
corporation  of  Carlisle,  in  order  to  take 
fh)m  them  the  fishery  of  the  riVer  Eden; 
though  au-  J.  Lowther's  family  have  en* 
jcyea  the  said  fishery  ever  since  the  reign 
of  Edward  the  1st,  and  the  corporation 
have  had  theirs  for  centuries  back.  With 
what  justiae  or  truth,  thei9«  can  air  X  Lour* 
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ther  be  aid  to  invade  the  ancient  property 
of  the  duke  of  Portland  i  when  all  he  does 
of  a  moat  ancient  property  of 


bii  oiTDi  against  the  attacks  of  a  new  man 
in  Ihat  coonty :  for  1  will  Tonture  to  say, 
that  the  ancestors  of  sir  J.  Lowther  had 
ooble  pooessioiis  there,  many  hundred 
nan  before  the  name  of  the  duke  of 
Portlsad  was  known  or  heard  of  in  the 
kingdon  of  Great  Britain.  But  all  that 
my  boSi  friend  asks,  is  a  fair  trial  at  law ; 
aM  vhetber  he  that  wishes  to  avoid  the 
kvyorhe  that  desires  to  be  tried  by  the 
hv,  km  the  better  cause,  I  submit  to  the 
JB^goeDt  of  the  House. 

Mr.Waliace: 

Sir;  I  have  heard  the  auestion 
treated  as  an  intrusion  upon  the  judicature 
of  oommoD  law,  for  whidi  gentlemen  have 
anigiaed  this  reason,  that  as  it  is  already 
rcfared  to  the  decision  of  the  courU  be- 
kwr,  we  ihoald  usurp  their  authority,  and 
oootroul  their  jurisdictsoa,  were  we  now  to 
itop  the  suits  that  are  commenced.  But 
ewy^tlemaa  of  my  profession  knows, 
tbit  it  IB  the  frequent  practice  of  the  court 
of  CbsBoery  to  dismiss  suits,  when  there 
i|Vean  just  reason  why  they  should  pro- 
€ced  no  fiurther  in  them.  In  the  present 
iutaaoe,  the  courts  below  are  bound  to 
fnoaed  m  the  suit  now  under  our  consi- 
deration ;  the  legMature  only  can  stop  iu 
pmffreis;  the  legislature  is  therefore  ap- 
pKcd  to  in  this  case,  as  almost  in  every 
stber,  to  do  whst  the  common  law,  with- 
oQt  the  aid  of  parliament,  cannot  do. 
The  point,  therefore,  for  us  to  consider,  is 
vhetfaer  the  common  law,  on  those  ge- 
Mnl  principlee  on  which  it  acta,  would 
ttteitiMo  this  suit  i  Certainljr  i^>  ^^  •  >^ 
h  tKspasMng  upon  the  patience  of  the 
Hooie  to  lepeAt  it,  that  no  court  can  en- 
tertam  a  suit  against  an  uninterrupted 
limpseun  <Mf  sixty  years.  But  it  is  said 
tbat  this  clause  does  not  give  sir  J.  Iiow- 
<ber  any  power,  except  against  the  duke  of 
Poftlssd :  but  sir  J.  Lowther  has  in«ti- 
tated  s«i^  against  two  hundred  persons  at 
kan^  who  are  no  way  concerned  with  the 
dnkeof  Postlond;  and,  as  I  am  informed, 
ione  of  those  persons  have  shren  up  their 
Mtates,  rather  than  contest  them. 

kit  said,  Sir,  that  the  duke  of  Portland 
kai  pleaded  hjs  privilege  against  sir  J. 
iowtber;  thatldeiqr*  It  is  also  said  the 
Jiake  of  Portland  Itts  attempted  to  take 
isay  from  sir  J.  Lowther,  and  the  corpo- 
iltiott  of  Carlisle,  their  fishery  of  the  river 
£te.  Sic^thediAeof  Porttendhasi^ 


tempted  no  such  thing;  he  has  never 
Questioned  the  right,  either  of  sir  J.  Low- 
tner,  or  the  corporation  of  Carlisle. 

The  case  is  this:  the  duke  of  Portland 
had  a  valuable  fishery  on  the  rivjer  Eden ; 
betwiKt  this  fishery  and  the  sea,  sir  J, 
Lowther  and  the  coiporation  of  Carlisle 
have  also  fisheries,  but  by^  a  new  mode 
of  fishing,  which  is  to  lay  fishing-nets  quite 
across  the  river,  they  have  intercepted  all 
the  fish  from  running  into  the  aiike  of 
Portland's  part  of  the  river ;  so  that  it  is 
useless,  ana  of  no  value.  But  all  that  tb^ 
duke  of  Portland  has  done,  is  to  fite  a  biU 
in  Chancery  for  permission  to  record  the 
testimony  of  ancient  persons,  who  re? 
member  what  the  methods  of  fiiliing  weroi 
before  these  nets  were  invented,  and  thi$ 
new  mode  practised :  this  is  a)l  the  dukv 
of  Fortlana  has  done.  It  has  been  oftea 
said  in  this  debate,  that  we  hav^no  prece* 
dent  for  stopping  a  law-suit  in  the  n^Mifi^  of 
its  course.  Sir,  the  annual  bill  that  we 
pass,  both  for  preventing  and  atoppwg 
suits,  and  n^lecting  to  qualify,  is  l^  pror 
cedent  in  point;  I  am  persuaded  there  art 
a  huodred  more  in  yonr  statuterboob# 
But,  Sir,  if  a  man  takes  aa  Q&ce,  civil  er 
military,  or  ecclosiastical,  ^nd  neglects  to 
take  the  oaths  and  the  aacrsiiffeat  withhpi  a 
certain  time,  he  is  tp  forfeit  5001.  to  the 
informer.  Iq  that  case  it  is  aoit  a  cause  of 
a  doubtful  nature,  thajt  a  jury  pay  decide 
upon  one  way  or  another ;  it  is  o  certM 
specific  sum,  enapted  and  declared  by  por^ 
liament  te  be  the  ri^ht  of  hw  who  Uj^p 
and  prosecutes  the  information.  A  B^ 
for  this  purpose  now  lies  upon  vour  table  s 
but  anv  geatleoisp  wouUl,  I  believe,  bo 
laughed  at,  wlio  was  to  use  su^  an  ai»- 
ment  against  the  Bill,  as  to  say,  that  D¥ 
stopping  the  informatipa  he  soould  rap 
the  mformer  of  500^  the  only  di&renoe 
I  perceive  in  the  two  cases  iSy  that  pee 
verty  and  distress  might  indoce  o  va»  te 
ii^orm  in  one  case ;  but  no  suicb  aiotivop 
can  be  applied  to  the  case  in  qimtiop^ 

Mr.  Charles  Fox  : 

Sir  ;  I  take  great  shame  to  myself 
that  I  have  not  risen  sooner  to  declaie  my 
sentiments  on  this  important  question ;  for 
I  think  it  disgraceful  in  any  man  to  sit 
silent  00  such  an  occasion,  who  ever  ha^ 
the  use  or  faculty  of  speaking  in  this 
House :  but,  Sir,  my  silence  was  owing  to 
my  astonisbmeni;  1  was  confoeoded !  I 
was  amazed!  for  though  I  saw  this  Bill  at 
first  in  the  same  light  m  which  I  b^udd  it 
now;  yet,  when  I  looked  round  me,  and 
1 


tS] 


11  GEORGE  111. 


Debates  in  the  Commons  on  the  Bill 


saw  who  the  hoc.  gentlemen  are  who  in- 
troduced it ;  that  they  are  men  of  cha- 
racter, men  of  abilities,  men  of  knowledge, 
men  of  reputed  integrity ;  I  hesitated,  1 
strove  to  persuade  myself,  that  I  must  ra- 
ther foe  mistaken  myself,  than  that  any 
thing  so  bad,  so  violent,  so  lawless,  so 
monstrous,  could  be  advanced  by  such 
men  who  proposed  diis  Bill.  But  I  could 
not  long  remain  undecided;  I  soon  be- 
held the  jproposition  in  all  its  naked,  ge- 
nuine deformity :  then,  Sir,  as  1  was  at 
first  struck  dumb  with  astoni^ment,  I  was 
seized  with  horror  and  indignation.  Who, 
Sir,  that  has  a  conscience  to  revere  jus- 
tice, a  sense  of  liberty,  or  a  regard  for  the 
constitution,  can  listen,  without  feeling  an 
bonest  zeal  to  defeat  a  proposition,  wmch, 
fit  one  blow,  destroys  our  constitution,  our 
liberty,  and  our  laws  ?  Gentlemen  are  loud 
in  their  clamours  against  ministerial  in- 
fluenee.  I  avow  the  systematic  support  of 
that  minister  in  all  his  measures,  who  has 
my  ^ood  opinion  and  confidence ;  but  that 
minister  shall  never  have  my  assistance 
and  support,  who  shall  dare  to  propose 
what  these  gentlemen,  who  are  so  proud 
of  their  opposition  to  ministers,  now  pro- 
pose. Mr.  Speaker,  it  is  under  the  law 
that  every  man  holds  his  ]>roperty,  and 
enjoys  his  liberty  in  security  and  ease. 
But  I  firmly  believe,  as  far  as  I  am  in- 
formed, that  no  man  can  have  a  better 
title  to  his  estate,  than  the  very  title  which 
the  crown  has  vested  in  sir  J.  Lowther  to 
the  estate  in  question.  If  that  title  is  to 
be  taken  away  by  act  of  parliament,  why 
«iot  tnring  an  Act  to  take  any  other  part  of 
bis  estate  ?  Why  not  of  another  man's  ? 
'For,  if  Bills  are  thus  to  pass  for  transfer- 
»  ting  the  property  of  one  man  to  another, 
there  can  be  nothing  sacred,  nothing  se- 
'cure  amongst  us.  I  wish,  therefore,  Sir, 
the  gentlemen  who  brought  in  this  Bill, 
*would,  for  tiieir  honour's  sake,  withdraw 
it.  I  am  sure  my  conscience  would  never 
auffisr  meto  be  at  rest,  was  I  to  perpetrate 
the  injustice  intended  by  this  Bill.  As  to 
myself,  the  same  conscience,  which  dic- 
tates my  present  opposition,  shall  carry 
me  on  to  oppose  the  Bill  in  every  step, 
through  eveiy  stage.  But  if  it  succeeds 
here,  it  cannot  succeed  elsewhere.  I  do 
therefore  again  deprecate  the  honour  and 
justice  of  this  House,  that  we  may  not 
'suffer  the  scandal  of  passing  this  Bill  to  lie 
at  our  doors,  and  give  the  honour  of  re- 
jecting it  to  t)ie  other  House  of  Parlia- 
menU 
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Sir  George  Savile  : 

Sir ;  I  am  extremely  obliged  to  the 
candour  of  those  gentlemen,  who  have  be- 
stowed on  me  so  much  more  praise  than  I 
deserve,  in  the  part  I  had  the  honour  lo 
take,  in  bringing  in  a  Bill  for  the  general 
quiet  of  the  subject,  which  the  House 
thought  proper  to  pass  three  years  ago : 
but  I  own  that  I  do  not  feel  myself  much 
elated  by  it.  However  grateful  for  their 
praises,  to  say  truth,  I  am  the  more  humi- 
liated at  having  received  them,  being  so 
soon  to  lose  them :  for  I  observe,  thst  the 
same  gentlemen,  who  have  flattered  me 
80  much  with  their  commendations  for 
what  1  have  done,  think  no  name  too  bad 
for  those  who  may  give  the  same  vote, 
that  I  shall  probably  give  on  the  question 
before  us. 

Perhaps,  Sir,  if  nobody  but  myself  vv'si 
in  question,  I  might  rest  contented  under 
the  censure  in  one  scale,  so  balanced  by 
applause  in  the  other.  But  there  is  ano* 
ther  person  (sir  Anthony  Abdy)  to  whom 
much  the  greater  part  of  the  praise,  be- 
stowed on  me,  is  due;  and  who,  if  he  was 
present,  would  not,  I  believe,  be  ashamed 
to  share  any  disgrace  that  may  fall  on  roe: 
lie  is,  unfortunately  for  himself  and  the 
House,  confined  at  home.  I  am  doubly 
unhappy  in  his  absence,  as  he  would  do 
much  more  justice  to  his  own  sentiments 
than  I  can  by  relating  them.  But  we 
have  talked  the  matter  over ;  our  memories 
correspond  to  the  fact  pretty  nearly,  and 
our  inferences  do  not  difier  much. 

First  of  all  I  desire  to  disclaim,  for  my- 
self and"  my  colleague,  every  imputation 
that  we  ever  thought  the  duke  of  Portland 
ought  to  be  debarred  for  ever  from  apply* 
ing  aeain  for  that  justice,  which  we  think 
was  violated  in  the  clause  by  which  be 
was  proscribed. 

Let  me,  however,  suppose,  that  a  con- 
versation of  this  sort  might  have  happened 
during  thecouneof  the  Bill.  Supposesome- 
body  should  say  to  the  duke  of  Portland, 
"  Here  is  a  Bill  for  the  general  quiet  and 
protection  of  the  subject ;  but,  unluckily 
for  the  Bill,  your  grace  is  to  be  protected 
by  It;  which  is  thought  so  unjust  oxid^ 
unreasonable,  that  'the  Bill  may  probably 
be  lost,  unless  your  grace  will  consent  to 
wave  your  right  to  that  common  prot^J 
tion  which  every  man  is  todertVefrom  it.^ 
Well  then,  the  person  thus  questioned  ts 
the  duke  of  Portland,  and  the  duke  o/P«{J; 
land  must  necessarily  answer  for  hiroselr- 
the  duke  of  Porthmd,  therefocs^  «ould^7 
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«aj,  ^  God  forbid  that  my  private  interest 
should  stand  in  competition  with  that  of 
tbcpoblic:  let  my  cause  be  separated; 
let  tbe  pobKc  be  answered  in  the  first  in« 
stance;  periiaps  in  some  future  daiy  the 
nr  of  justice  may  be  opened  to  my  cause; 
perhaps  pariiament  may  not  persist  in 
proscribiQgiDe  and  my  family  for  ever." 

1  believe,  Sir,  I  shall  explam  my  mean- 
ing by  8  ftble  better  than  by  argument. 
Suppose  then  a  boat,  with  all  her  crew, 
^ould  be  cast  away  upon  some  barren 
rock,  vhicfa  yielded  not  a  grain  of  sub- 
BEtnce,  and  their  provisions  were  con- 
soBied  to  the  last  morsel ;  they  must  put 
(wt  ^ain  to  sea,  but  they  find  their  boat 
ftad  suffered  much  in  the  storm,  was  be- 
come leaky,  and  hi  danger  of  bemg  over- 
sety  by  having  too  many  men  on  board : 
the  p9ot  is,  however,  of  opinion,  that  if 
they  had  just  one  man  less  tne  boat  might 
pombly  be  saved :  one  would  naturuly 
suppose  a  dispute  must  arise,  who  that 
one  man  should  be ;   but  there  happened 
to  be  one  man  on  board  ready  to  ofer 
himself  a  sacrifice  for  all ;  th^  put  him 

00  shore,  and  leaTO  him  exposed  upo6  the 
rock.  Now,  Sir,  should  the  crew  once 
M  themselves  out  of  danger,  ought  they 
to  abandon  the  man  who  saved  them,  or 
oQght  they  to  put  back  to  save  him,  to 
wboD  they  owed  their  own  preservation  ? 

Sir  William  Meredith  : 

Sir;  the  peculiar  situation  in 
whidilstand  in  this  question  will,  I  trust, 
entitle  me  to  the  indulgence  of  the  House, 
if  1  once  more  presume  to  trouble  you. 
P^iaUty  to  an  individual,  in  subversion 
of  law  and  justice ;  invasion  of  private 
nghts,  secured  by  the  faith  of  parliament ; 
together  with  every  other  name  and  epi- 
thet  that  can  be  given  to  violence  and  in- 
JQstice,  have  been  ascribed  to  those  who 
introduced,  and  who  support  this  Bill.  It 
becomes  me  therefore  to  state,  as  I  will 
do  folly  and  fairly,  the  grounds  on  which 

1  have  acted ;  ana  also  examine  the  truth 
kmI  justness  of  those  gentlemen,  who  have 
taken  a  contrary  part;  whose  consciences 
^old  seem  to  have  been  so  exceedingly 
agitated,  and  who  have  been  so  liberal  of 
^oeir  invectives  during  the  course  of  the 
vhole  dd>ate.  And  though  I  cordially 
*dopt  every  sentiment  that  fell  from  an 
koD.  friend  of  mine  (Mr.  Constentine 
I^ipps)  who  spoke  second  in  the  debate, 
y^  be  will  forgive  me,  if  I  lament  that  he 
^k  so  much  notice  of  those  indecent 
toA  abusive  publications^  some  of  which 


have  been  handed  about  privately,  and 
others  circulated  by  the  newspapers.  As 
to  myself;  1  have  so  long  and  so  often 
borne  the  efibrts  of  inefiectual  calumny, 
that  I  am  ^uite  indifferent  about  them.  I 
hope  it  will  not  be  an  unbecoming  vanity 
in  me  to  say,  that 

^  !  am  arm'd  so  strong  in  honesty, 

"  That  they  pass  by  me  as  tbe  idle  wind, 

"  Which  I  regard  not." 

But  still.  Sir,  I  cannot  be  insensible  to 
the  reproach  of  such  persons  are  as  near 
and  dear  to  me ;  and  I  own  it  affected  me 
deeply,  to  hear  from  an  hon.  gentlemaiit 
(Mr.  Vane)  whose  friendship  and  good 
opinion  are  above  all  things  valuable  to 
me,  that  this  proceeding  was  commenced 
in  rage  and  tyranny,  and  that  nothing 
could  crown  it  with  success,  but  perse« 
verance  in  a  spirit  of  despotism,  which,  he 
hoped,  would  either  be  changed  or  over* 
come,  before  the  Bill  can  pass  into  a  law. 
As  to  the  rage  which  my  fnend  attributes, 
had  any  other  person  charged  me  with  it, 
I  should  have  appealed  to  him  as  a  witness 
of  the  same  temper  in  private,  which  this 
House  has  seen  in  my  public  demeanour 
through  this  business.  1  shall  speak  to 
the  tyranny  by-and-bye.  My  hon.  friend 
thinlcs,  that,  as  sir  James  Lowther  was  au- 
thorised to  prosecute  the  suit  he  has  com« 
menced  under  an  act  of  parliament,  he  has 
done  no  more  than  obey  that  authority ; 
and  therefore  he  applies  a  passage  in  aa 
author,  whom  we  all  admire  and  so  often 
quote : 

**  It  would  be  tyranny  to  strike  and  gall  bim 

"  For  what  we  bid  him  do." 
Mr.  Speaker,  the  Nullum  Tempuft  Bill, 
that  we  passed  three  years  ago,  took  from 
the  crown  the  power  of  disquieting  here- 
after possessions  of  sixty  years,  but  re- 
served a  power  of  prosecuting  suits  to  ef^ 
feet  within  the  year.  Of  this  newer  sir 
James  Lowther  has  alone  airailed  himself; 
but,  in  my  sense  of  things,  that  honourable 
person  would  have  shewn  his  obedience  to 
parliament,  by  desistine  fi'om  his  pursuit, 
much  better  than  by  taking  a  momentary 
advantage  to  disturb  a  possession  of  sixty 
years,  which  parliament  has  condemned, 
and  annihilatea  the  power  to  attempt  in 
any  future  time.  But  had  my  hon.  friend 
stated  the  whole  sentence  he  quoted,  I 
believe  we  should  not  differ  in  our  appli- 
cation of  it.  It  runs  thus: 
*<  TwouM  be  my  tyranny  to  strike  and  gall  'em 
"  For  what  I  bid  tbem  do.  For  we  bid  tbis»  ■ 
«<  W  henevil  deeds  have  tfaeh-permiirive  pasa»  ; 
«<  And  not  their  punishment."         '        ^     ^ 
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What  then  is  the  eTil  deed  that  hM  been 
4ooe  i  la  it  not  the  tyrannous  and  odious 
flranty  by  which  the  county  of  Cuniber- 
Jand  has  been  so  disquietea  ?  I  admit,  I 
mrer^  that  parliamentt  instead  of  allowiog 
its  permissive  pass,  ought  to  have  punish- 
ed the  minister  that  made  the  grant.  But 
where  the  tyranny  lies  of  stopping  its  fur- 
ther progress,  I  am  at  a  loss  to  conceive. 
Will  my  honourable  friend  permit  me  now 
to  refer  him  to  the  faUe  and  the  moral  of 
that  excellent  play  (Measure  for  Mea« 
sure)  from  whence  he  took  his  quotation  ? 
The  story  is  of  an  old,  absurd,  obsolete 
law  being  reriTed,  and  an  amiable  young 
aebieBiaa  condemned  to  die  by  it.  The 
great  poet  never  tried  his  genius  more^ 
than  in  unitbig  all  the  vile  and  detestable 
qualities  that  human  nature  is  capable  of 
in  order  to  draw  the  character  of  a  mi« 
nister  capable  of  reviving  and  executing 
such  a  law.  Let  my  honourable  friend 
peat  turn  his  recollection  to  that  part 
where  poetic  justice  closes  the  last  scene. 
There  ne  wifl  see  what  the  decision  of 
▼irtue,  reason,  and  mercy  was,  on  the 
execution  of  that  antiq^uated  law.  Did 
Ae  wise  and  eracious  prince  of  that  dnuna 
suftr  it  to  take  its  course,  and  destroy  an 
innocent  man  i  No,  he  saved  and  protect- 
ed him ;  but  assigned  over  die  execrable 
nninisler,  who  revived  and  would  have  en«- 
foreed  the  law,  to  punishment,  remorse, 
and  shame.  Now  let  my  hon.  friend  ap- 
riv  his  fable  to  the  history  of  this  day. 
The  law  of  the  land  has  ordained,  thai  mt 
uninterrupted  possession  of  sixty  years 
shall  be  a  bar  to  every  possible  claim  of 
subject  against  subject.  But  there  was  an 
4>ld  obsolete  law,  a  wretched  remnant  of 
tyranny,  that  said  <  nullum  tempus  occurs 
nt  regi.'  This  law  was  attempted  to  be 
revived  in  the  reign  of  James  the  1st,  but 
the  attempt  was  stopt  at  the  out-set  by 
act  <^  parliament.  For  one  hundred  and 
sixty  years  it  has  lain  dormant,  till  a  few 
years  ago,  when,  together  with  every 
principle,  policy,  and  maxim  of  that  reign, 
this  law  was  revived  also.  Here  do  1  rest 
the  merits  of  this  question.  I  contend 
for  that  rule  of  law  which,  after  sixty 
years  uninterrupted  possession,  estates  the 
owner  in  an  unquestionable  right.  My 
hon.  friend  contends  for  that  rule  of  go- 
vernment, which  gives  to  length  of  pos- 
session no  security  against  the  claims  of 
the  crown.  Which  then  is  the  side  of 
d^potism;  which  that  of  law,  liberty,  and 
justice,  lei'  God  and  ererj  rational  Wg, 
judge  betwixt  Uf» 


A  noble  lord,  (North)  who  spoke Isteh^ 
has  condescended  to  make  me  a  con^Ji. 
ment  of  having  introduced  this  Bill  widi 
politeness,  candour,  and  personal  atten- 
tions :  he  has  been  pleased  to  return  my 
compliment  by  charging  roe  with  injus* 
tsce,  violence,  and  breach  of  parliamentary 
&ith.  He  asks,  why  is  the  same  parlia- 
ment, that  kept  its  nith  with  sir  Richard 
Brook  last  year,  to  break  its  fiiith  with  sir 
James  Lowther  this  year  i 

Mr.  Speaker,  in  the  case  of  sir  Richsri 
Brook  I  presumed  to  take  a  more  active 
part  than  perhaps  became  me.  Sir  Rich- 
ard Brook  consented  that  the  duke  of 
Bridgewater  should  carry  his  canal  through 
his  estate,  on  cbbdition  of  keying  at  s 
certain  distance  from  his  house  and  gtf- 
dens.  The  duke  of  Bridgewater  present- 
ed a  petition  to  enable  him  to  come  nearer 
his  house  than  the  agreement  allowed,  and 
to  cut  through  his  garden.  I  denied  the 
right  of  parliament  to  break  that  agree- 
ment, without  sir  Richard  Brook's  con- 
sent :  I  opposed  the  motion  for  objecting 
this  point  to  be  litigated  in  a  committee, 
and  decided  by  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Briod- 
ley.  I  then  stood,  as  1  sow  stand,  in  de- 
fence of  ancient  property  agamst  thest- 
tack  of  power. 

The  noble  lord  having  attributed  injus- 
tice to  me,  I  aas  bqpp^  that  he  has  given 
us  his  own  idea  of  justice. 

He  has  told  us,  that  sir  James  LowAer, 
in  his  oMgnaniaii^  of  mind,  has  oxempted 
firem  prosecution  all  those  that  are  obiectB 
of  pity:  and  therelbre  w»  oi^ht  still  to 
nmr  the  duke  of  Porthmd  to  be  perse- 
cuted, because  he  is  not  to  be  pitied,  b 
this  the  noble  lord's  idea,  and  this  his  lan- 
gua^  of  justice,  that  he,  who  la  no  object 
of  prty,  is  no  object  o€  justice?  Let  ae 
ask  the  noble  lord,  if  there  is  nsoie  tbsn 
one  de6nition  of  justice?  and  if  eaualit^ 
is  not  that  definition  ?  May  I  agam  atf 
the  noble  lord,  what  it  is  to  smgle  out  one 
man,  and  to  cat  hhn  off  firom  the  comnisn 
benefit  and  protection  of  the  law  ?  Is  it 
not  Droacri[>tion  ?  And  is  proscription  jus- 
ticer  Or  is  it  not  injustice  in  the  extreme? 
Is  not  the  principle  of  proscription  thst, 
which  can  never  be  generated,  bnt  in  the 
darkest,  deepest,  foulest  abyss  of  tyranny  ? 

The  noble  lord  also  says,  it  is  a  breabh 
of  parliamentary  faith,  to  break  throoj^ 
the  law,  that  we  passed  so  lately.    Ino 
people  will,  indeed,  say  to  us: 
"  Be  these  jeggliDg  fiends  no  osore  Mievsl, 
**  Who  pahar  with  us  in  a  doohia  sense, 
''  Who  keep  the  word  of  preeiisa  0ainr  c|r> 
"  And  break  it  to  our  hope.*' 
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Wdl,  indeed^  ndghl  Ihepeople  of  Cumber- 
had  applj  Uiese  lines  to  uf,  when  we 
piSMd  ID  Acty  with  a  title  that  promiBed 
quiet,  aad  wboge  proviaoiui  exposed  .tbem 
todeitnMiiiNi.  But  does  the  noble  lord 
ranember,  irho  gave  the  example  of  alter- 
ing the  B91>  It  wm  the  kte  Attorney 
GcDerri  dm  verr  session ;  ipho  sat  on  the 
noble  loid^  rigm  hand,  and,  under  his 
coonteaioee  mdt  assiBtance,  brought  in  a 
BiQ  kt  cdargirtg  the  term,  to  enable  the 
crovn  to  prosecute  the  occupants  of  a 
Bunbcr  of  houses  in  the  Savoy.  If  the 
Dobie  lord  thouffbt  the  faith  of  parliament 
pledj^  to  maiotain  the  Act  inviolable, 
v&j  did  be  assent  to  break  through  it,  in 
ffwr  to  prosecute  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Saroj  beyond  the  time  as  limited  by  the 
Act?  Savely  the  noble  lord  must  flatter 
luDoelf  widi  supposing,  that  the  system  of 
demotin  (which  I  wish  to  believe  his 
lordihijp  ii  not  intrusted  to  execute)  is  «1- 
resdj  m  s  slate  of  maturity  and  perfec- 
tiiB,  sod  itiat  we  have  madb  a  complete 
naender  of  ourselves,  if  he  can  expect 
ntosoboivled^^  that  it  is  a  breadi  of 
piribBieHtaryfiuth- to  narrow  thepowem 
of  te  crewB  in  fiivour  <tf  the  subject^  and 
osbreseh  of  faith  to  enlaige  those  powers 
9ott  the  subject. 

The  leaned  sefjeaat  (Leigh)  who  sits 
behind  me,  spoke  with  great  candour,  and 
VM  foUoved  by  that  attention  which  his 
penooal  abilities  and  professional  charac- 
ter deierve:  but  he  rests  his  argument 
chiefly  on  the  danger  that  piivate  pro* 
|Krtymay  incur,  by  stopmngasuit  now 
m  iti  pmgresB  through  the  courts,  for 
which,  be  lays,  tiiere  is  no  precedent.  I 
tUll  ipeak  to  the  precedent  by  and  by ; 
but  the  learned  genueman,  I  think,  is  mis- 
tiken,  in  stating  ^  interest  of  hli  jprofes- 
MO)  SB  the  interest  of  the  public  I  grant 
tkprofesHOft  wai  bea  losOr,  by  stopping 
•hnuit,  which,  at  its  very  commence- 
>Bttt,  has  cost  one  of  the  parties  4^,000^ 
Bot  the  public  b  neither  interested  in  the 
2||BoieDeement,  progress,  nor  tssueof  a 
!>*-Mit,  as  it  ri4>eeU  individuals.  The 
'I'te^whidi  the  public  hisu^in  the  adhti* 
'Atntiim  of  justice,  consistB  in  the  cene- 
"l^cofhy  and  protecthm  that  we  fcr  ive 
^  it;  and  it  is  that'  very  prim!it>le  of 
^>  on  which  property  reMi  in  safety, 
wit  forbids  an  unfntermpted  possession  ck 
l^ty  years  to  b^  Ktigiuea  at  common  law. 
^  question  dietfefore  before  us  does  not 
^^  the  eompetepor  of  the  courU.to  try 
{^cauie,  wmdi  mrt  have  a  common 
'f^Wtoy;  i^suBertfyt  whether  we  shdl 


oontinoe  a  competent  in  this  oiie  case^ 
that  the  Ui w  itself  has  taken  away  in  every 
other.  And  I  am  proud  to  6e  able  to  as* 
sort  to  that  learned  ffentleman,  that  the 
veiy  motive  for  introduoing  this  Bill,  was, 
to  save  the  people  of  Cumberland  from 
the  necessity  or  maintaining  the  inherit- 
ances they  w6re  born  to,  at  a  ruinous  ex- 
pence,  perhaps  as  &tal  to  themselves  and 
their  families,  lis  the  entire  loss  or  sur* 
render  of  their  fortunes. 

As  to  the  precedents,  of  which,  it  is 
said,  there  ore  none,  our  history  is  a  com- 
pendium of  them.  Every  act,  by  which 
our  ancestors  vindicated  the  righu  of  ilie 
people  against  the  power  of  the  crown,  ii 
a  oreoedent  in  point.  The  end  and  aim 
or  every  struggle  for  liberty  has  been,  t^ 
reduce  the  regal  within  the  limits  of  a 
legal  power.  Freedom  of  person  and 
freedom  of  property  went  hand  in  hand 
'toflether.  I  think,  indeed.  Sir,  the  gene- 
ral cause  of  liberty  noore  interested  m  the 
one  than  the  other ;  because,  Jf  a  man 
should  lose  his  personal  liberty,  and  be 
confined,  even  to  a. dungeon,  though  he 
would  become  an  object  of  commisera- 
tion, yet  he  would  be  rendered  incapable 
of  extendbe  his  miseries  tb  others ;  but  if 
it  is  ever  said  toa  man,  fi^ho  is  dep^dent 
fbr  his  property,  do  as  vou  are  command- 
ed, or  your  estate  shafi  be  taken  awav ; 
should  d^en  necessity  compel  hhn  to  yield, 
he  might  be  not  only  enslaved  himself^ 
but  become  an  active  and  eflbctual  in- 
strument in  imposing  slavery  upon  cHhers. 
Magna  Charta,  all  the  forest  laws  from 
the  reign  of  Henry  the  8rd  to  the  16th  of 
Charles  the  1st,  togefter  with  the  Act  for 
abolishing  the  tyrannv  of  feudal  tenures 
aft  the  restoration  of  Cnarles  the  2nd,  are 
every  one  of  them  precedents  for  render- 
ing private  property  independent,  and  se- 
curing it  against  tlie  attacks  of  the  orown. 
It  is  therefore  unaccountable  in  gentle- 
men. Of  pecially  of  Uie  learned  professioUp 
to  object  the  want  of  precedent. 

The  Statute  of  James  the  Ist,  which  we 
are  endeavouring  to  extend  to  the  case  of 
the  duke  of  PortUmd,  is  a  precedent,  that,, 
in  nrindple,  as  well  as  &ct,  goes  to  every 
poHit  of  the  question  before  us.  It  not 
only  gives  future  quiet  to  the  subject,  but 
stops  every  law«suit  then  depending.  The 
express  provisions  are,  to  secure  every  es- 
tate of  sncty  years  possession,  against  aH 
and  every  person,  having,  or  pretending 
to  have,  any  estate,  right  or  title,  by  force, 
or  colour  or  any  letters  patents,  or  grants, 
upon  suggestion  of  conceal;neut,  or  de« 
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fectiye  titles,  of  or  for  which  said  manors, 
lands,  and  teneiueDb,  no  verdict,  judgment, 
or  decree,  hath  been  had  or  given. 

Let  it  now  be  remembered:,  who  it  was 
that  introduced  this  Bill,  and  carried  it 
through  the  House.  Sir  Edward  Coke 
was  the  man.  Did  sir  Edward  Coke  then 
think  it  a  vidation  of  law,  to  secure  a  pos- 
session of  sixty  years  against  the  claim  of 
the  crown  ?  Did  he  call  the  ancient  pro- 
perty of  an  ancient  house,  the  property  of 
an  informer  ?  Did  he  contend  for  the 
lucre  of  lawyers,  against  the  principles  of 
law  i  No,  Sir,  the  sutute  of  king  James  is  • 
the  brief  of  sir  Edward  Coke's  thoughts  j 
on  this  subject ;  but  he  did  more ;  he  has  < 
led  a  comment  on  that  Act,  in  further 
testimony  of  his  opinion,  and  as  a  guide 
to  posterity.  If  the  learned  serjeant  has 
not  read,  or  has  forgotten  that  Institute, 
which  the  great  master  of  his  own  science 
wrote,  let  him  peruse  it — I  will  then  make 
him  the  judge  between  us,  who  acts  up  to 
the  principles  of  sir  Edward  Coke,  and 
who  deviates  from  them. 
.  It  is  now  so  long  since  I  moved  the  re- 
peal of  Uiis  clause,  that  the  House. will 
nerhaps  endure  me,  if  I  repeat  my  motives 
for  it.  I  must  take  the  liberty  to  contra- 
dict an  hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Dyson),  who 
asserted,  the  duke  of  rortland's  interest 
was  the  sole  ground  on  which  we  have 
acted.  The  duke  of  Portland  was  not 
named,  nor  thought  of  particularly;  when 
we  heard  that  striking,  sorrowful  history 
of  the  distresses,  in  which  so  many  free- 
holders of  Cumberland  were  involved. 
Some  of  them,  we  were  told,  have  even 

g'ven  up  their  estates,  rather  than  stand  a 
w-suit  with  so  great  a  competitor ;  and 
the  rest  are  in  that  state  of  suspence, 
which  is  the  aggravation  of  misery.  On 
their  account  I  introduced  the  Bill.  The 
hon.  gentleman  has  indeed  assured  us, 
that  sir  James  Lowther  will  withdraw  all 
the  prosecutions,  except  one :  may  he  de- 
rive all  the  honour  that  such  a  concession 
merits,  and  may  the  peace  he  has  siven  to 
others,  be  repaid  ten«fold  into  nis  own 
bosom  1  But  still,  Sir,  I  am  at  a  loss  to 
know,  why  is  the  duke  of  Portland  to  be 
excluded  ?  What  crime  has  he  committed, 
so  as  to  forfeit  the  protection  of  the  law  > 
The  answer  is,  <  volenti  non  fit  injuria.' 
His  own  consent  binds  him,  and  our  as- 
sent binds  us,  to  the  clause.  That  the 
duke  of  Portland  consented  to  separate 
his  cause  from  the  public,  I  admit;  out  he 
did  not  sever  himself  from  the  justice  of 
parliament  hereafter,  as  has  been  stated  by 
my  hon.  friend  (sir  George  Savile.) 


But  aUowing.the  ^fce  did  give  his  coo- 
sent,  it  shall  not  carry  roe  to  do  injustice 
to  those,  whom  his  consent  ought  not  to 
affect.  For  the  estate  in  question  IB  under  | 
settlement  to  his  ducfato  in  jointure,  and 
entailed  upon  his  son.  The  duchess,  in- 
deed, is  fortunately  in  a  way  to  be  taken 
care  of.  For  an  hon.  gentleman,  (go- 
vernor Johnstone,)  as  authorixed  by  iir 
James  Lowther,  has  proposed  tp  make  up 
her  jointure  out  of  sir  James's  estate.  To 
be  sure.  Sir,  the  kindness  and  generosity 
of  taking  away  a  man's  estate,  in  order  to 
make  a  jointure  upon  Jiis  wife,  is  very 
transcendent ;  but  decency  forbids  roe  to 
imagine,  that  such  a  wife,  of  such  an  hus- 
band, can  take  a  jointure  from  one  who  is 
not  her  husband. 

But  let  me  for  one  moment  suppose  the 
duke  of  Portland  as  much  bound  by  this 
consent,  as  man  can  be  by  any  bargain 
whatsoever;  what  then  was  toe  agree- 
ment ?  It  was  ^s  universally  admitted,  that 
the  duke  of  Portland  should  remain  ex- 
posed, and  others  be  protected.  Aa, 
agreement,  if  brokeu  by  one  party,  is  dis- 
charged as  tO/the  otlier.  If  therefore  pro- 
secutions have  been  commenced;  if  they, 
for  whose  quiet  the  duke  of  Portland  en- 
gaged to  sacrifice  himself,  have  been  dis- 
quieted, then  is  the  condition  void.  Pro- 
secutions have  been  commenced — he  who 
commenced  them  has  made  the  agreement' 
void. 

I  did  move  the  repeal  of  this  clause,  be-. 
cause  I  thought  it  should  never  have  been 
in  the  Bill.  1  bought  the  Bill  fit;  to  pro- 
tect all  or  none.  Tike  clause,  if  applied  to 
the  claims  of  the  crown,  violates  Uie  prin- 
ciple of  the  quieting  act  itself;  if  applied 
to  the  case  of  subject  and  subject  (as  it 
does  in  fact,  for  the  right  of  the  crovin  is 
vested  in  sir  James  Lowther)  it  violates 
that  sacred  rule  of  law,  which  secures  the 
subject,  in  a  possession  of  sixty  years, 
against  every  other  subject.  That  we  are 
bound  by  our  former  act,  is  an  argument 
not  to  be  admitted ;  we  are  as  free  to  re- 
peal as  to  enact.  In  all  other  courts  there 
IS  an  appeal  against  every  erroneous  judg- 
ment. In  paniament,  the  appeal  lies  to 
parliament  only — if  therefore  we  have 
aone  wrone,  and  upon  deliberation  and  re- 
vision we  should  persist  in  it,  we  shall  shew . 
ourselves  in  tlie  very  worst  light  in  which 
human  nature  can  appear.  It  is  our  lot 
to  err,  but  to  persevere  ia  error  is  our 
crime. 

Mv  learned  friend  (Mr.  Solicitor  Gene- 
ral Wedderbume,)  who  sits  near  mey  in. 
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the  last  dqr*8  debate  on  this  subject,  quot- 
ed t  comparison  of  the  two  sorts  of  go- 
Teromeoty  as  defined  by  an  elegant  writer 
of  antiquit^y  the  Impenum  hominum,  and 
the  Impenum  l^^m.  <<  Begem  hominem 
ease,  a  qao  imp^tres  ubi  jus,  ubi  injuria 
opusnt.  Legem,  rem  surdam,  inexora- 
Mem."  I  am  as  willing  to  rest  my  cause 
on  the  true  application  of  this  passage,  as 
on  the  quotation  from  Measure  for  Mea- 
sure, b  the  beginning  c^  the  debate ;  for 
I  cuDot  define  the  two  sorts  of  govem- 
meflt  better  than  b j  calling  one  the  law  of 
thelmd,  and  the  other  a  dupensing  power 
ID  the  crown.  The  former,  then,  is  deaf 
ad  iQexorable  to  any  claim  set  op 
^Dst  t  possession  of  sixty  years.  But 
'nulhim  tempus  occurrit  regi.'  The 
king,  10  his  own  person,  is  exempt  from 
every  thing  that  is  not  the  perfection  of 
wisdom  and  goodness.  But  the  minister, 
wh<J  execotes  the  power  of  the  crown,  has 
DO  rule  to  exert  this  power  over  property, 
bat  that  of  his  own  will,  which  may  in- 
dine  him  to  set  up  one  man  and  pull  down 
mother,  as  each  may  be  adverse  or  sub- 
servient to  his  purposes.  My  learned 
friend  thinks  all  ground  of  complaint  taken 
>*^j,  because  those  persons,  who  would 
have  been  real  sufierers,  are  now  exempt- 
ed: according  to  that  idea,  where  there  is 
no  cruelty,  tnere  is  no  tyranny.  But  I 
am  Jure,  my  learned  friend's  ideas  are  not 
io  narrowed ;  he  knows,  that  not  the  man 
sione  who  feels,  but  lie  who  is  exposed  to 
tyranny,  is  without  freedom.  Tyranny  is 
like  the  thunder-bolt,  which  strikes  "the 
oak  rather  than  the  willow ;  to  resist  it, 
ve  must  protect  him  who  is  the  object  of 
the  tyrant's  stroke ;  the  poor  man  is  be- 
neath it;  where  therefore  the  cause  of  hu- 
manity ends,  there  the  cause  of  liberty 
begins. 

It  is  high  time.  Sir,  that  I  should  cease 
to  trouble  you.  After  being  so  accused 
of  injustice  and  violence,  1  thought  my 
defence  necessary,  thoueh  I  am  afraid  it 
^  trespassed  too  much  upon  your  pa- 
tience. Let  me  then  only  state  how  it 
Jaods  betwixt  me  and  my  accusers.  I 
have  broiight  in  a  bill  to  rescue  two  hun- 
^  persons  from  oppression.  In  one 
nondred  and  ninety-nme  instances  they 
^  only  applaud,  but  are  glad  to  share  my 
^t.  For  extending  the  law  to  one  man 
*we,  I  am  charged  with  rage,  tyranny, 
*«PotMm,  and  every  appellation  that  de- 
^  injustice.  Let,  however,  those  who 
^to  think  me  so  unprincipled,  consi- 
^  how  deeply  they  participate  of  my 

[VOL  XVII.  ]       ^  *^       *^ 


guilt ;  for,  in  respect  of  one  hundred  and 
ninety-nine  persons  out  of  two  hundred, 
they  stand  m  the  same  predicament  as 
myself.  But  why  are  they  stopt  at  that 
one  ?  Is  it  from  a  genuine  wish  to  pro- 
scribe the  duke  of  Portland  ?  I  acquit 
them  of  such  a  motive.  But,  alas!  his 
grace  is  no  favourite  at  court.  The  man-^ 
date  is  gone  forth  \  and  the  minister  has 
proclaimed  that,  <<  j^  thou  let  tlits  man 
escape,  thou  art  not  Caesar's  friend." 

Tne  question   being   put,    That   Mr. 
Speaker  do  now  leave  the  chair:    tha 
House  divided.    The  Noes  went  forth. 
Tellen. 

^^^'iMr.Coxe J 

v«,«  I  Mr.  Charles  Fox  -  -  1 
^^^  \ Sir  Robert  Fletcher :  J 

The  Tellers  reported  to  the  House,  that 
the  numbers  were  for  the  Ayes  155,  for 
the  Noes  165,  so  Mr.  Speaker  declared, 
that  the  Noes  had  it 

But  it  having  happened,  that  among  th« 
members  who  were  commg  in  on  the  divi- 
sion, a  stranger,  who  had  continued  in  tha 
lobby,  after  it  was  cleared,  had  come  in, 
and  was  told  as  one  of  the  Noes,  several' 
members  objected  to  the  validity  of  th» 
dhrision,  and  insisted,  that  the  question 
ought  to  be  put  again,  and  the  sense  of 
the  House  again  tiucen :  Mr.  Speaker  im- 
mediately on  declaring  the  numbers,  had 
ordered  the  doors  of  the  Hduse  to  be 
locked,  in  order  that  no  member  might  go 
forth :  the  stranger  was  then  brought  to 
the  bar,  and  examined,  and  it  appearing 
that  what  he  had  done  was  from  ignorance 
and  inadvertency,  and  without  any  inten- 
tion of  passing  wt  a  member  on  tne  divi- 
sion, and  being  hnown  to  several  memben 
as  a  man  of  good  character,  he  was  for  the 
present  ordered  to  be  taken  from  the  bar. 

The  Question  then,  <«  That  Mr.  Speaker 
do  now  leave  t!-a  chair ;"  was  again  put. 
The  House  divided  agam.  The  Noes  went 
forth. 

Tellers. 

v."{£:^.  :::}■» 

TMr.  Onslow 


Noes 


V 


} 


IM 


Mr.  Chflirles  Feir  • 

So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

By  which  it  appeared,  that  notwith« 
standing  the    immediate   orders   of  the 
Speaker,  one   member  had  gone  forth. 
Trie  stranger  was  then  again  brought  to« 
the  bar,  and  by  general  consent  of  ihm 
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House  dnmiiMdlt  with  a  caution  from  Mr. 
Speaker  oot  to  be  guilty  of  the  like  o&nce 
again** 

Resolved^  That  thi«  House  will,  upon 
this  ia^  three  months,  resolve  itself  into  a 
committee  of  the  whole  House*  upon  the 
said  BiU. 

Durham  Yard  ^mbanhnent  BiU^2 
Februanr  ^*  The  Report  from  the  com- 
mittee for  embankioff  at  Durham  Yard, 
WIS  read*  The  House  had  directed 
the  committee  tp  report  their  0010100  to 
the  House;  which  opinion  was,  tW  a  Bill 
should  be  brought  in.  As  the  report  was 
very  lopg,  and  the  House  had  been  inat- 
tentiTe  to  the  reading  it,  it  was  moved*  to 
print  the  report  before  the  brfaiging  in  a 
Bill,  that  every  member  might  have  an 
opportunity  to  undtrKand  the  nffiur;  and 
il  wa9  alledgedi  thai  auqb  printing  would 
not  put  of  the  BUI  more  tban  one  day ; 
that  it  was  an  afiair  of  the  greatest  conse- 
quence, as  it  gave  to  one  man  an  e«tate 
taken  from  the  riv^  worth  iOfiOOl*  and 
for  whi<^  he  paid  90  kind  of  acknowledg- 
ment to  the  public* 

The  frienas  to  the  embankmeo^  on  the 
ooDtrary,  wanted  to  have  a  Bill  ordered  iot 
aa  perhaps  something  might  arise  from  the 
report,  whioh  might  put  it  off  more  than 
one  or  two  days ;  that,  as  the  Home  had 
nven  authori^  to  the  committee  to  report 
Ui^  opinion,  it  was  but  paying  the  com- 

'-*     '       »   ■ '  ■       ■ 

*  The  above  if  from  the  Journals.  The 
following  sooouQt  of  this  ciroomstance  ap- 
peared m  tbo  public  papers  of  tbe  following 
day :  **  The  qqesdon  was  theq  pqt,  whether 
the  Speaker  should  leave  the  chair  ?  when  the 
numlwrs  appeared  155  for  tbe  motion,  and  165 
afsintt  it.  But  a  peraon  waa  found  dividing 
with  the  m^orthr  who  was  aot  a  memher, 
wUoH  ooeasiosied  moah  eonfosioii;  he  was 
examined  aa  soon  1^  the  Hoase  could  be 
oaietedi  when  it  ajppeared  that  his  name  was 
£|oot,  a  merchant  in  Bermuda;  that  he  had 
oAen,  by  the  ikrour  of  the  members,  got  into 
the  House  to  hear  the  debates;  that  expecting 
something  remarkable  in  the  debates  of  thh 
day,  he  had  come  down  to  the  lobby  not  long 
before  the  division ;  that  on  the  dirision  he  had 
reiireato  a  littTe room  m  the  lobby, and  waited 
'  there  till  the  door-keeper  came  in,  and  said, 
<  The  doom  am  open)'  on  that  he  condoded 
that  he  rajgbt  go  into  the  ^(ailerv :  be  therefore 
followed  some  gentlemen  in,  wnen  he  waa  im- 
m^iately  sdzea ;  that  he  had  no  other  inten- 
tion, than  to  t^et  into  the  gallery  lo  hear  the 
debatea.  As  Mr.  Hoot  had  appeared  on  the 
part  of  the  ministry  in  tbe  dirisioo,  it  oooa% 
sioood  some  bogbing.  The  House  divided 
again,  when  the  numbers  were  154 19  19^" 
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Bill  on  their  opinion,  that  the  report  might 
be  printed  afterwards ;  and  then  would  be 
time  enough  to  oppose  the  Bill.  They 
carried  a  previous  ouestion,  79  to  23,  and 
leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  75  to  19. 

March  6.  Counsel  were  called  in 
against  the  Bill  for  embanking  the  Thames 
at  Durham  Yard.  There  were  three  sets 
of  petitioners.  The  city  of  London,  the 
Watermen's  company,  and  the  company 
of  Lightermen.  ^^When  the  counsel  came 
in,  tliey  were  awed  ibr  whom  th^  were 
counsel,  they  said,  for  the  city  of  London 
only ;  but  that,  as  the  question  concerned 
the'  whole  body  of  petitioners,  in  their 
pleadings,  they  4^ould  act  as  if  counsel  for 
the  whSe. 

A  debate  then  arqset  whether  the  coun- 
sel should  be  permitted  to  bring  evidence 
for  the  city  of  London,  ^inst  the  damage 
expected  to  the  navigation  of  the  Thames 
froin  the  embankment.  It  waa  ai^od, 
that  at  the  committee  above  stairs,  tbej 
had  already  produced  all  their  evidence,  to 
snpport  tliat  part  of  their  allegation ;  that 
all  the  city  wanted,  waa  to  nrotract  the 
time,  till  the  session  shoula  be  at  an 
end,  and  the  Bill  lost ;  that  if  the  petition- 
ers were  allowed,  in  every  stage  of  a  Bill, 
to  produce  the  same  evidence  over  and 
over,  it  would  be  iiopossible  fyr  any  Bill, 
so  opposed,  to  gat  through  the  House. 

On  the  contrary,  it  was  said,  that  when 
a  petition  was  against  the  whole  of  a  Bill, 
it  was  justice  to  allow  evidence  on  that 
head  to  be  heard  at  the  bar  of  the  (Jouse ; 
that  the  order  of  the  Houie  expressed  so 
much;  and  that  the  Speaker  had  summoned 
thaMvery  witnesses  to  attend  that  day, 
which  would  be  an  infamous  mockery,  if 
they  were  not  allowed  to  give  their  evi* 
dence;  that  this  was  in  the  nature  of  a  new 
trial,  in  which  the  same  evidence  wna- 
always  heard  again,  if  required.  However 
on  a  divisioni  ix  waa  carried  to  re^tntin 
them,  by  53  to  13* 

The  counsel  were  then  called,  in  again^ 
and  acquainted  with  the  resolution ;  when 
Mr.  Lee.  one  of  thecoaoset,  iofbrined  U)9 
House,  that  since  he  went  out,  he  had  been 
credibly  informed,  that  the  ai^t  before* 
he  had  been  retsmed  for  all  the  parties^ 
which,  on  racoOecUon,  he  thoucht  waa 
really  the  pase ;  but  that,  in  tbe  hurry  of 
business,  and  be  thinking,  that*as  the  city 
of  London  had  been  the  principal  opposera 
it  had  slipped  bis  marooiy,  and  he  had 
looked  on  hinwlf  aa  counwl  for  the  ci^j. 
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done,  Imt  ebaiged  with  the  care  of  the 
^vboie  matter,  as  blejided  togetheir. 

A  debate  theo  aroee,  whether,  after 
this  dedaration,  the  counsel  might  be  per- 
mitted to  produce  evidence  on  behalf  of 
die  company  of  Ifghtenneiii  who  had  not 
ft  yet  been  heard. 

The  fnenda  of  the  embankmetit,  who 
did  not  wnh  to  hear  any  evidence  against 
the  BUI,  opposed  it  now;  thev  said,  jthat 
IK  theeoansel,  on  being  first  called  in,  had 
denied  their  being  retained  for  any  but 
tfaedcj,  the  House  could  not  receive 
thdr  after-declaration,  which  had  not 
fomiaade  till  they  had  hsAtd  the  resolu- 
lim ihe  House  had  come  to;  thac  it  must 
kte  been  in  consequence  of  the  resolution, 
to  lielp  their  clients  out  with  this  after-re- 
coUectioo  and  declaration.  On  the  con- 
trary, the  lord  advocate  of  Scotland, 
though  8  friend  to  the  BOl,  opposed  thb 
ressoniBg,  and  shewed  how  essentially 
joitioe  Wis  concerned,  in  getting  the  best 
efidaaee  possible  in  every  case ;  that  there 
wsi  a  ferV  fiur  opening  to  let  in  evidence, 
81  from  tne  character  of  the  counsel  there 
was  net  the  least  reason  to  suspect  any 
coUittion.  The  arguments,  however,  of 
Mr.  Dyson  and  otheri,  not  to  hear  evi- 
dence, prevaQed  by  57  to  17. 

March  8.  The  counsel  for  the  city  of 
LoDdon  were  called  in,  and  produced  a 
grtntof  Henry  7.  to  the  dty,  of  all  (he 
ioil,  and  bed  of  the  river  Thames,  within 
the  fiberties  of  the  city;  this  they  said 
extended  ftom  St^kines-bridge  to  a  place 
in  Kent,  near  the  Medway,  as  the  city 
^ere  Imown,  by  common  right,  time  im- 
ffletnotial,  coflsermtors  of  the  river  for 
that  eatent  They  produced  a  lease 
gnnted  by  the  city,  66  years  ago,  of  a 
aook  of  tlie  river  at  Vauxlial],  under  which 
kaie  rent  was  paid  to  this  da^.  Thev 
^  proted  grants  from  the  city  to  di^ 
ferm  people,  of  encroachments  on  the 
vm.  Thtotheysaid  was,  ifnotanab80- 
^  proof  of  right  and  possession,  yet 
<Bdi  a  daim  as  ousht  to  stop  the  pro- 
<Mdiag8  m  the  Durham  Yard  Bill,  as  it 
^^d  take>away  from  the  city  their  pro- 
perty, wUch  oo^ht  to  be  determined  in 
<lie  courts  of  law. 

The  counsel  oft  the  other  side  produced 
*  grmt  from  Charles  2,  to  the  city,  hi 
which  he  reserved  the  bed  of  the  river. 
This  they  said  invalidated  the  formed 
pttt;  tbit  the  grant  of  Henry  7  reached 
^7  to  the  soil  of  the  river,  within  the 
%  ind  snbttibs,  and  not  to  iia  6r  to  they 


claimed  a  right  of  conservanc]^,  which  only 
relatM  to  the  natigation  and  6shery; 
that  the  city  had  let  their  claim  Ue  dor* 
mant  for  a  long  Course  of  years ;  that  the 
lease  of  the  nook  of  the  Thames  was  no 
mord  than  an  imposition  of  the  city%  and 
as  to  the  other  grants  they  were  only  finto 
for  encroachments;  that  the  claim  now 
made  was  of  the  most  ejttendve  natmre, 
and  would  affbct  a  prodigious  property. 
It  was  confesied,  that  if  the  city  had  any 
son  of  claim  of  right  to  the  bed  of  the 
river,  the  Bfll  ought  to  be  Stopped  t&l 
that  right  was  tried,  but  It  #as  denied  thoy 
had  the  least  species  of  ri^t.  Carried  to 
commit  the  Bin,  by  M  to  10. 

April  1 1.  The  motion  for  teadlhg  die 
Bill  a  third  time  WHS  opposed. 

Mr.  Dunning  spoke  long  and  in^ll  on 
the  sobiedt:  he  shewed  from  tho  beght- 
ning  of  the  tranMcf  ion  idl  tiia  bid  s&ps 
that  had  be^  taken  hi  it;  that  the  city  of 
London  had  produced  a  title,  probable,  If 
not  concMve,  aiid  that  the  House  af 
Commons  was  hot  a  place  to  decide  l^gii 
controterdes  in  t  thlit  at  lea^t  there  oo^fat 
to  hav6  been  a  clause  to  reserve  the  rights 
of  the  city,  if  their  had  any,  but  that  ih 
this  present  case  tnev  h«d  not  adopted  the 
common  clause  for  that  purpose,  but  luld 
tied  the  city  down  to  prosecute  tbeh: 
claim  in  a  certain  court ;  had  limited  tha 
titne  of  trying  it;  had  ordered  an  issue  to 
be  tried  which  was  ihipdssible  for  the  city 
to  succeed  in ;  and  if  the  City  should  Stt^ 
eeed,  had  even  then  taken  away  Aeir 
estate,  as  the  clause  in  that  case  only  or- 
dered a  satislhction  i6  be  made  for  lith 
damages  they  should  actually  sustain. 

Mr.  Dy^an  said,  that  the  title  was  not 
in  the  least  probable,  bttt  that  even  if  k 
^as,  as  this  scheme  was  intended  for  the  . 
public  good,  that  would  supersede  ptivata 
property,  and  all  that  could  be  expectdt 
Would  be  an  lide^uate  satisfiictlon,  wlddt 
iras  given  by  the  savins  chrai^ 

Alderman  Tawmem  shewed,  that  the 
evidence  at  the  Ccnnmittee  by  no  meant 
clearly  proved  that  it  coidd  be  for  the 

Eoblic  good,  and  that  several  witneaiei 
ad  asserted  to  the  contmy;  that  flid 
manager^  of  the  Bill  had  been  gttuty  of  A 
parliamentary  craft,  in  making  this  t 
public  BQl,  by  which  means  they  had 
prevented  its' being  referred  to  the  judge^ 
as  they  knew  very  well  the  judges  would 
nevef  have  agreed  to  so  ^Utntfy  a  pro* 
ceecnng. 
The  BiU  was  pMMdbjr  4»to  14. 
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Protest  againt  the  Durham  Yard  Em^ 
bankment  Bill,}    May  1.  The  Bill  passed 
the  House  of  Lords*    Upon  which,  the 
feibwing  Protest  was  entered : 
<'  Dissentient' 

<*  !•  Because  we  are  convinced  by' the 
evidence,  that  the  embankment  proposed 
will  not  be  a  means  of  improving  the  na- 
vigation of  the  river,  which  is  the  osten- 
sible object  of  the  Bill :  on  the  contraiy, 
the  idea  suegest^d  by  the  preamble  of  its 
increasing  ttie  rapidity  of  the  stream,  so  as ' 
to  remove  the  supposed  obstructions  to 
the  navigation,  8i>pearB  to  us  eoually  un- 
supported, and  indeed  contraaicted  by 
the  witnesses  on  both  sides ;  and  if  it  were 
admitted,  would  afford  no  argument  in  fa- 
vour of  a  partial  embankment,  since  the 
said  bank,  if  removed  from  its  present 
station  and  not  carried  entirely  off,  must 
settle  in  some  other  part  of  the  river,  not 
Improbably  in  some  part  where  it  would 
be  much  more  prejudicial  to  the  naviga- 
tion. And  although  it  has  been  confi- 
dently asserted,  on  the  part  of  the  under- 
takers, that  it  will  be  in  other  respects  ad- 
vantageous to  the  navigation^  the  peti- 
tioners against  the  Bill  have,  with  equal 
confide^pp,  depied  )t»  apd  suggested 
man^  inconveniences  which  they  conceive 
it  wjU  occasion.  These  allegations  we 
find  it  not  more  difficult  to  reconcile,  than 
Xo  decide  between  them  with  any  kind  of 
certainty  on  such  evidence  as  we  have  heard. 
It  is«  however,  to  be  phseryed,  that  the 
proposition  comep  firom  persons  holding 
no  bfficp  which  calls  upon  them  to  advert 
jto  the  state  of  the  navigation,  nor  follow- 
ing any  trades  which  interest  them  in  its 
well  or  ill  being ;  and  that  it  is  opposed 
by  the  concurrent  petitions  of  the  com- 
jpany  of  watermen,  the  corn-lightermen, 
and  the  coal-lightermen,  whom  we  under- 
stand to  be  the  prmcipal  navigators  of  this 
part  of  the  river,  ana  of  the  city  of  Lon- 
don, whose  interests  are  obviously  inse- 
parable from  those  of  the  general  naviga- 
tion of  the  river,  who  have  therefore  been 
^memorially  intrusted  with  the  conser- 
vancy of  it,  and  of  whose  conduct  Jn  the 
pxerdae  of  that  office  we  have  heard  no 
complaint^  Upder  these  circumstances,  we 
fcannot  but  think  it  safer  to  leave  the  river 
in  the  condition  in  whiph  it  has  hitherto 
been  found  sufficient  ibr  all  the  purposes 
of  navigation,  than  to  hazard  an  experi- 
ment tP  make  it  better,  that  may  possibly 
l)e  productive  of  misc^iefis,  in  their  nature 
irremediable,  for  which,  at  leas^,  tlMS  BiU 
iprpyides  no  ren^ed^, 
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2.  <<  All  the  argumenU  we  have  hesid 
in  favour  of  an  embankment,  whatever 
weight  they  may  deserve,  go  to  prove  ge- 
ner^  not  a  partial  embankment;  and  if 
the  legislature  should,  at  any  time,  see 
reason  to  adopt  that  idea,  this  Bill,  instead 
of  assisting,  as  has  been  supposed,  csnnot 
fail  to  obstruct  the  execution  of  it.  1st, 
As  it  precludes  the  choice  of  such  a  plan 
as,  upon  a  full  and  proper  consideration  of 
the  whole  subject,  may  be  found  most  eli- 
gible, and  admits  only  of  such  a  one  as  will 
coincide  with  the  project  to  be  established 
by  this  Bill,  which  on  the  face  of  the  Bill 
itself  appears  to  have  been  framed  with  a 
view  to,  and  as  part  of,  the  adjacent  build- 
ings;  the  BiU  reserving  no  power  to  re- 
quire or  direct  any  future  alterations, 
however  neoesfiiury.  2ndly,  As  it  is  not  to 
be  doubted  that  the  precedent  of  this  Bill 
will  produce  other  applications  to  oarlia- 
ment,  (which  cannot  be  consistently  re- 
fused) for  authority  to  embank  such  other 
parts  of  the  river  as  the  i>arties  applying 
mav  find  their  account  in  embanking. 
After  whiph,  not  only  the  difficulty  of  com- 
pleting the  wprk,  so  as  to  give  any  sort  of 
consistency  to  so  many  unconnected 
schemes,  and  produce  therebv  the  public 
advantage,  which  we  are  told  is  to  result 
from  the  whole ;  but  also  the  expence  of 
embanking  those  parts,  from  whence  no 

Erivate  emolument  can  arise,  will  be  lefi  a 
urthen  on  thp  public.  Whereas,  if  this 
Bill  was  rejected,  the  whole  work  might  at 
any  time  be  executed,  as  all  public  works 
ought  to  be,  upon  one  regular  well- 
digested  plan,unaer  parliamentary  inspeo* 
tion  and  controul ;  and  that  without  a  shil- 
ling charge  to  the  public,  the  emolument 
arising  from  such  a  work  affording  a  fund 
amply  sufficient  to  defray  the  whole  ex- 
pence  attending  it. 

d.  **  We  have  hitherto  treated  this  Bill, 
as  if  it  was  what  the  uninformed  reader 
would  be  led  to  imagine  it,  a  measure 
taking  its  rise  from  the  public  spirit  of  cer- 
tain disinterested  persons,  who  aesired  no- 
thing but  the  authority  of  parliament  to 
execute  a  project  of  great  public  utilityt 
at  their  own  private  expence ;  but,  after 
hearing  the  proofs  and  uncontradicted  al- 
legations at  the  bar,  it  would  be  ridjcur 
lous  to  consider  the  idea  of  public  utility 
as  any  thing  more  than  a  pretext  for  the 
private  advantage  of  individuals,  who,  hav* 
mg  first  laid  their  hands  on  what  con- 
fessedly does  not  belong  to  them ;  having, 
by  their  own  authority,  excluded  the  P^^^ 
frpn^  file  vs^  ^ey  haye  bitl^erto  enjoyeg 
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of  this  pirt  of  the  riTer ;  and  having,  in 
cQQseqaeDcet  subjected  themselveft  to  pub- 
lic (mMecutions,  now  actually  depenoing, 
come  to  parliament  to  sanctify  this  injus- 
tice, and  protect  them  against  the  conse- 
queocesoi  this  violence;  and  not  content 
with  impunity,  are  to  be  rewarded  with  a 
gift  of  tke  absolute  property  of  what  they 
have  thui  possessed  themselves^  wHich,  in 
their  hands,  and  when  wplied  to  the  uses 
they  hare  destined  it,  will  be  of  immense 
value;  and  this  without  even  the  pretence 
of  a  title  to  themselves,  or  any  better  foun- 
datioo  than  the  consent  which  his  Majesty, 
tliroagh  the  ill  advice  of  his  ministers,  has 
beeo  iodaccd  to  ^e,  on  a  supposition  of 
tbe  title  to  the  rnnl  still  remaining  in  the 
crovD,  although  that  Mtle  has  been  dis- 
puted, and  the  property  claimed,  under 
aadent  grants  from  former  kings,  by  the 
city  of  London,  and  by  the  church  of 
We^oiter;  in  support  of  whose  claims, 
particolariy  the  former,  much  evidence 
was  gone  into  at  the  bar,  for  more  than 
was  sufficient  to  the  only  purpose  for  which 
it  is  competent  to  the  jurisdiction  of  either 
House  or  Parliament,  acting  legidatively, 
to  discaaa  men's  titles,  that  of  shewing 
that  the  daim  is  not  a  inere  pretext  to  ^b" 
stmct  the  Bill. 

4.  *^  Whether  we  consider  the  Bill  as  a 
pd>licBill,  which  it  affects  to  be,  or  as  a 
privale  Bifl,  which  it  really  is^  we  conceive 
It  to  be  equally  destitute  of  foundation  in 
precedent  or  principle.  It  is  undoubtedly 
^  that  the  parliaioaent  frequently  does, 
ttid  ought  to  make  free  with  property,  on 
the  terms  of  compensation,  whenever  it  is 
wanted  for  public  purposes ;  but  the  pub- 
lic daim  extends  no  further  than  the  pub- 
lic oc^on  requires :  if,  therefore,  there 
were  any  ]>ubllc  reason  for  this  embank- 
ment, and  it  were  fit  to  entrust  the  execu- 
two  of  the  work  to  private  undertakers, 
we  conceive  it  would  be  but  just,  that  the 
emolument  arising  firom  thence  should  be 
^en  to  the  proprietors  of  the  soil,  if  they 
choie  to  undertake  it,  in  preference  to  any 
other  who  might  apply  for  it ;  and,  by  pa- 
nty  of  reason,  if  the  property  is  doubtnil, 
W  those  who  have  at  least  a  colourable 
cUffl,  in  preference  to  those  who  have  no 
oaimatalL  With  regard  to  private  Bills, 
*e  know  of  no  instance  in  which  parlia- 
i&ent  ever  did  interpose ;  and  we  conceive 
tt  will  be  an,  act  of  manifest  injustice, 
whenever  parliament  shall  interpose,  to  ac- 
comodate one  man  with  the  property  of 
jj^^^^y  against  his  will,  or  even  without 
^«>pHssee«sntf    Suohisfteatt^tion 


of  parliament  to  the  preservation  and  pro* 
tection  of  unknown  and  unclaimed  rights^ 
that  no  Bill  for  the  regulation  of  pnvata 
property  is  ever  suffered  to  pass,  though 
unopposed,  without  a  general  saving  of  all 
rights,  except  those  of  the  parties  peti- 
tioning for  or  consentiqe  to  the  Bill;  and 
when  the  regulation  desired  is  opposed  un* 
der  a  claim  of  title,  if  the  eviaence  pro- 
duced  by  the  party  opposing  suffices  to 
raise  a  doubt  to  wholn  the  property  be- 
V>ng8,  the  Bill  proceeds  no  farther,  bid 
the  parties  areieft  to  settle  the  doubt,  and 
get  It  decided  as  they  may  in  the  courts 
below.  We  cannot,  therefore,  forbear  to 
express  our  surprise  and  concern,  that 
this  Bill,  sent  up  from  the  Commons  with- 
out any  such  saving,  should  have  passed 
this  House  without  alteration,  after  bo 
much  evidence  as  was  offered  in  support 
of  the  claims  of  the  petitioners;  and  after 
the  parliament  had  respectively  declared 
their  readiness  to  try  those  claims  with  the 
crown  in  the  due  course  of  law,  botb 
which  claims  the  Bill  itself  recognizes  as 
proper  to  be  tried,  and  one  of  which,  al- 
though they  have  been  both  treated  as 
chimerical*  the  undertakers  tberaselveil 
were  so  far  from  thinking  so,  that  they 
appeared  in  evidence  to  have  been  desi- 
rous of  purchasing  tliat  of  the  city  of  Lon- 
don, at  the  price  of  an  annual  quit-rent  of 
a  farthing  per  foot. 

5.  ^*  The  saving  clauses  inserted  m  this 
Bin,  if  they  can  be  so  termed,  serve  only 
to  shew,  uiat  in  the  idea  of  those  who 
framed  them,  this  was  a  Bill  in  which  sav- 
ing clauses  were  necessary,  and  that  they 
were  nevertheless  determined  so  to  firgme 
them,  as  that  they  should  be  of  no  effect; 
for  not  to  mention  the  obvious  difference, 
to  the  disadvantages  of  the  petitioners^ 
between  their  provision  and  tne  general 
saving  clause,  which  usually  island  always 
ought  to  be  inserted  in  Bills  where  a  sav- 
ing clause  is  necessary,  to  deter  the  peti- 
tioners the  more  effectually  from  attempt- 
ing to  get  through  the  embarrassments' 
with  which  their  right  pf  suing  is  involved* 
the  object  of  their  suit  is,  by  the  terms  of 
the  provision,  placed  for  ever  out  of  theijr 
reacn ;  and  whether  they  succeed  or  mis- 
carry, the  property  thev  contend  for  is  to 
become  stall  events  tne  property  of  the 
undertakers,  and  a  verdict  esUmlisning  the 
petitioners*  titles  is  to  be  of  no  other  use 
than  to  give  them  a  daim  to  such  a  com* 
pensation  as  a  jury  may  think  fit  to  esti- 
mate, who  will  not  fail  to  be  told  that  thev 
are  to  compute  the  soil  as  covered  wit|> 
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49mtjeti  Md  flabject  to  the  public  right  of 
Mvigating  over  it.  In  order  to  eive  some 
Mlbur  to  this  extraordinftry  andonexam* 
pled  provbioHy  eaeh  of  these  clauses  begius 
with  asserting  as  a  fact^  that  the  petitioners 
had  insisted  on  a  compensation  from  the 
undertakers  for  the  liberty  of  embank- 
ing; an  assertion  which  the  counsd  for 
^e  petitioners  flatly  contradicted ;  of  the 
truth  of  which,  wHh  regard  to  either  of 
Ae  petitioners,  no  evidence  was  ofier- 
ed  on  the  part  of  the  underiedcers;  and  of 
the  iiilsehood  of  which,  with  regard  to  the 
city  of  London,  there  can  be  no  doubt, 
since,  instead  of  claiming  a  compensation. 
It  was  not  denied  that  it  had  been  offered 
them,  and  they  refused  iu  These  clauses, 
therefore,  we  cannot  but  consider  as  a 
ttiockerv  of  all  the  forms  of  parliamentanr 
proceed^lng,  and,  with  regard  to  the  indi- 
viduals whom  they  affect,  as  addine  insult 
'to  oppression ;  and  if  we  had  no  other  ob- 
jection to  the  Bill,  we  should  think  our- 
selves bound  by  the  duty  we  owe  to  the 
petitioners,  and  to  ourselv.es  as  members 
of  this  House,  to  protest  against  a  proceed- 
ing of  so  alarming  and  dangerous  an  ex- 
ample to  the  property  of  the  whole  king- 
dom, naturally  tending,  as  we  conceive, 
to  increase  and  justify  the  general  want 
of  confidence  in  the  present  parliament — 
(Signed)    Wycomb,  King,  Tankerville/' 

Debaie  in  the  Commans  on  the  Sill /or 
explaining  the  Powers  of  Juries  in  Prose- 
euHons  for  Libels,]  March  7.  Mr. 
Dowdeswell  moved,  «  That  leave  be  given 
to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  settling  doubts  and 
controversies  concerning  the  right  of 
jurors,  in  trials  of  persons  prosecuted  for 
writing,  printing,  and  publishine  libels, 
and  for  securing  to  the  subject  the  efiec- 
tual  and  complete  benefit  of  trial  by  juries 
•In  such  cases."  He  observed,  that  as 
doubts  had  arisen  in  the  people's  minds 
respecting  the  power  of  juries  in  cases  of 
libel ;  to  remove  those  doubts,  he  should 
propose  an  enacting  Bill,  to  put  an  end  to 
those  doubts  and  controversies  upon  that 
subject,  which  had  unhappily  distracted  our 
courts ;  but  that  if  gen^emen  liked  a  De- 
claratory Bill  better,  he  had  left  the  matter 
open.  He  then  read  his  enacting  BiD,  as 
follows : 

**  Whereas  doubts  and  controversies 
have  arisen  at  various  times  concerning 
the  right  of  jurors  to  try  the  whole  matter 
kid  in  indictments  and  infommtions  for 
seditious  and  other  libels;  and  whereas 
trials  by  juries  would  be  of  none  or  imper- 


fect eflfect  if  the  jurors  were  not  heU  to 
be  competent  to  try  the  whole  mstter 
aforesaid,  for  settling  and  clearing  sudi 
doubts  and  controversies,  and  fbr  securing 
to  the  suMect  the  effectual  and  complete 
benefit  of  trial  by  juries  in  such  indict- 
ments and  informations:  be  it  enacted, 
ftc.  That  jurors  duly  impanelled  and  sworn 
to  try  the  issue  between  the  king  and 
the  defendant  upon  any  indictment  or  in- 
formation for  a  seditious  libel,  oralibd 
under  any  other  denomination  or  descr^ 
tion,  shall  be  held  and  reputed  competent 
to  all  intents  and  purposes,  in  law  and  in 
right,  to  try  every  part  of  the  matter  laid 
or  charged  in  the  said  indictment  or  in- 
formation, comprehending  the  criminal  in* 
tention  of  the  aefendant  and  the  civfl  ten- 
dency of  the  libel  charged,  as  well  as  the 
mere  fact  of  the  publicatioii  thereof,  and 
the  application  by  inuendo  of  blanb, 
initial  letters,  pictures  and  other  devices; 
any  opinion,  question,  ambigui^,  or 
doubt,  to  the  contrary  notwithstandmg." 

Sir  George  Satdlle  seconded  the  motion. 

Upon  this  occasion, 

Mr.  Edmund  Burke^  spoke  as  follows : 
Sir;  I  have  always  understood,  that 
a  superintendence  over  the  doctrines,  ss 
well  as  the  proceedings,  of  the  courts  of 
justice,  was  a  prmcipal  object  of  the  con- 
stitution of  this  House ;  tinit  you  were  to 
watch  at  once  over  the  hiwyer  and  the  law ; 
that  there  should  be  an  orthodox  fitith  si 
well  as  proper  works:  and  I  have  always 
looked  with  a  degree  of  reverence  and  m- 
miration  on  this  mode  of  superintendence. 
For  being  totally  disengaged  from  (he 
detail  of  juridical  practice,  we  come  some- 
thing, perhaps,  the  better  Qualified,  and 
certainly  much  the  better  disposed  to  as- 
sert the  genuine  principle  of  the  laws ;  in 
which  we  can,  as  a  body,  have  no  other 
than  an  enlarged  and  a  public  interest. 
We  have  no  common  cause  of  a  profes- 
sional  attachment,  or  profeMional  emula- 
tions, to  bias  our  minds ;  we  have  no  fbr^ 
gone  opinions,  whidi  from  obstinacy  and 
raise  pomt  of  honour  we  think  ourselves  at 
all  events  obliged  to  support.  So  that 
with  our  own  minds  perrcN^y  disengt 
from  the  exercise,  we  nmv  nroerintend 


the  execution,  of  the  nationaf  justice; 
which  from  this  circumstance  is  better  se- 
cured to  the  people  than  hi  any  other 
country  under  neaven  it  can  be.    As  our 
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ataaitioo  pute  us  in  a  proper  condition, 
our  power  eQables  us  to  execute  this  trust. 
We  iDsy>  when  we  see  cause  of  complaint^ 
sHminirtfr  a  remedy ;  it  is  in  our  choice 
by  sn  sddress  to  remove  an  improper 
judge,  by  impeachment  before  the  peiers  to 
ponue  to  destruction  a  corrupt  judge,  or 
by  Bill  to  snert,  to  explain,  to  enforce,  or 
to  refonn  the  law,  just  as  the  occasion  and 
necessity  of  the  case  shall  ^uide  us*  We 
stand  is  s  situation  verv  honourable  to 
oundro,  and  very  useful  to  our  coun* 
try,  if  wn  do  not  abuse  or  abandon  the 

tiik,  that  is  placed  in  us. 
The  question  dow  before  y^u  is  upon 

tk  power  of  juries  in  prosecuting  for 
libels.  There  are  four  opinions.  1.  That 
tbe  doctrine  as  held  by  the  courts  is  proper 
sod  coDstitutional,  and  therefore  should 
not  be  altered.  2.  That  it  is  neither 
proper  nor  conatimtiona],  but  that  it  will 
be  rendered  worse  by  your  interference. 
3.  Tbst  it  is  wrong,  but  that  the  only  re* 
medy  is  a  BiH  of  retrospect.  4,  The  opi-» 
nioo  of  those,  who  bring  in  the  Bill ;  that 
tbe  tluog  is  wrong,  but  that  it  is  enough  to 
direct  the  jodgoient  of  the  court  in  future. 

The  Bill  brought  in  is  for  the  purpose 
ofstssrtingand  securing  a  great  object  in 
tbe  joridiod  conatitution  of  tliis  kingdom ; 
vbidi  from  a  long  series  of  practioes  and 
opinions  iki  our  judges  has  in  one  point, 
ttdin  one  very  essential  point,  deviated 
from  the  true  principle. 

It  is  the  very  ancient  privilege  of  the 
people  of  England,  that  they  shaU  be  tried, 
except  in  the  known  exceptions,  not  by 
Jo4^  appmntcd>  by  the  crown,  but  by 
4»eirovn  ftUownnibjacts,  the  peers  of  that 
cm^  court,  at  which  ihejr  owe  their^uit 
ttd  service ;  and  out  of  thia  priuci]^  the 
^  by  juries  has  growsu  Tiiis  principle 
Itts  not,  that  I  can  jgnd,  been  contested  in 
l^y  esse*  by  any  authority  whatsoever ; 
^  there  la  one  case^  in  which,  without 
^ec%  contesting  the  principle,  iJie  whole 
l^bitsnaa*  energy,  ana  virtue  of  the  fHrivi- 
jmistikeQ  ootof  its  thatisi  in  tbe  case 

1  ^  ^  indictment  or  information  for 
^^m.  Tbe  dectiine  in  that  owe,  laid 
down  by  seveval  jndgest  amounts  to  thia ; 
^  te  jary  have  no  competence  where  a 
^  «  elleced,  excc^  to  find  the  gvosa 
j^^rpmsl  facu  of  the  writing  aad,tiho pub* 
^'^f^  together  with  the  identity  of  tlie 
1^  and  pes8o»s»  lei  which  it  refers; 
^  dMi  t]|«  iii4^t  e«d  tbe  tendenoy  irf*  tbe 
^k,  ivk  which  intent  and  tradency  the 
«Me  ommaliMF  eooaiili^  ia  thescde  and 
^^im%  pmiAQe  ef  th»  yt^    Thua 
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having  reduced  the  jury  to  the  cognizancei 
of  facts,  not  in  themselves  presumptively 
criminal,  but  actions  neutral  and  indi^ 
ferent,  the  whole  matter,  ia  which  the  spb^ 
ject  has  any  concern  or  interest,  is  takeps 
out  of  the  hands  of  the  lury :  and  if  the 
jury  take  more  upon  themselves,  what 
they  so  take  is  contrary  to  their  duty ;  it 
is  no  moral,  but  a  merely  natural  power  ; 
tbe  same,  by  which  they  may  do  any  othec 
improper  act,  the  same,  by  which  Uiey 
may  even  psejudice  themselves  with  regar4 
to  any  other  part  of  the  issue  before  them* 
Such  is  the  matter,  as  it  now  stands*  im 
possession  of  your  highest  criminal  courtSi, 
handed  down  to  diem  from  very  respeetar^ 
ble  legal  ancestors.  If  this  oan  once  bo 
established  in  this  case,  the  application  in 
principle  to  other  cases  will  be  easy ;  and 
the  practice  will  run  upon  a  descent,  until 
die  progress  of  an  encroaching  jurisdic^ 
tion  (for  it  is  in  its  nature  to  encroach^ 
when  once  it  has  passed  its  limits)  coming: 
to  confine  the  juries,  case  after  case,  to  t^ 
corooreal  fact,  and  to  that  alone,  and  esiw 
cluoing  the  intention  of  mind,  the  only 
source  of  merit  and  demerit,  of  reward  or 
punishment,  juries  become  a  dead  letter  in 
the  constitution. 

For  whidi  reason  it  is  bish  time  to  takei 
tills  matter  into  the  consideration  of  naf-« 
liament:  and  for  that  purpose  it  will  bet 
necessar]^  to  examine*  first,  whether  ther« 
is  any  tmng  in  the  peculiar  nature  of  thia 
crime*  that  makes  it  necessary  to  exdude 
the  jury  from  considering  the  intention  kk 
it,  more  than  in  others.  So  far  from  it* 
that  I  take.it  to  be  much  less  so  firomthef 
analogy  of  other  criminal  cases,  where  n% 
such  restraint  is  ordinarily  put  upon  thenu 
The  act  of  homicide  is  prmdjade  orimi** 
nal.  The  intention  is  afterwards  to  ap- 
pear, for  the  jurv  to  acquit  or  condemn, 
in  burglary  do  they  insist  that  the  jury 
have  nothing  to  do  but  to  find  the  taHmg 
of  goods,  aid  diat  if  they  d0|  ^hey  mus^ 
necessarily  find  the  party  guilty,  and  leave 
the  rest  to  the  judse ;  and  that  they  have 
nothing  to  do  with  the  word^oittc^  in 
the  indictment  ? 

The  next  point  is  to  consider  it  as  a 
question  of  constitutional  policy ;  that  is^ 
whether  the  decision  of  the  question  of 
libel  ought  to  be  left  to  the  judges  as  a 
presumption  of  law,  rather  than  to  the 
jury  as  matter  of  popular  judgment,  as  th# 
malice  in  the  case  cSf  murder;  the  i^otkj- 
in  the  case  of  stealing.  If  the  intent  an4 
tendency  are  not  mattera  within  the  pro- 
vince of  popular  judgment*  but  legal  and 
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technical  condusionSy  formed  upon  gene- 
ral principles  of  lav,  let  us  see  what  they 
are.  Certainly  they  are  most  unfavourable, 
indeed  totally  adverse,  to  the  constitution 
of  this  country. 

Here  we  must  have  recourse  to  analo- 
gies ;  for  we  cannot  argue  on  ruled  cases 
one  way  or  the  other.  See  the  history. 
The  old  booksy  deficient  in  general  m 
crown  cases,  furnish  us  with  little  on  this 
head.  As  to  the  crime,  in  the  very  early 
Saxon  law,  I,  see  an  oifence  of  this  species, 
c^led  Folk-leasing,  made  a  capital  of- 
fence, but  no  ver^  precise  definition  of  the 
crime,  and  no  trial  at  all :  see  the  statute 
of  Sd  Edward  1,  cap.  S4.  The  law  of 
libels  could  not  have  arrived  at  a  very 
eariy  period  in  this  country.  It  is  no 
wonder  that  we  find  no  vestige  of  any 
constitution  from  authority,  or  of  any  de* 
ductions  from  legal  science  in  our  old 
books  and  records  upon  that  subject.  The 
statute  of  scandalum  magnatum  is  the 
oldest  that  I  know,  and  this  goes  but  a 
Ktde  way  in  this  sort  of  learning.  Libel' 
ling  is  not  the  crime  of  an  illiterate  peo- 
ple. When  they  were  thought  no  mean 
derksi  who  could  read  and  write ;  when 
he,  who  could  read  and  write,  was  pre- 
sumptively a  person  in  holy  orders,  libels 
could  not  be  general,  or  dangerous;  and 
scandals  merely  oral  could  spread  little, 
and  must  perish  soon.  It  is  writing,  it  is 
printing  more  emphaticall^f',  that  imps  ca- 
lumny with  those  eagle  wings,  on  which, 
as  the  poet  says,  **  immortal  slanders  fly.'' 
By  the  press  they  spread,  they  last,  they 
leave  the  sting  in  tne  wound.  Printing 
was  not  known  in  England  much  earlier 
than  the  reign  of  Henry  7,  and  in  the  3d 
year  of  that  reign  the  court  of  Star  Cham- 
ber was  established.  The  press  and  its 
enemy  are  nearly  coeval.  As  no  positive 
law  against  libels  existed,  they  fell  under 
the  indefinite  dass  of  misdemeanors.  For 
the  trial  of  misdemeanors  that  court  was 
instituted;  their  tendency  to  produce 
riots  and  disorders  was  a  main  part  of  the 
charge,  and  was  laid,  in  order  to  give  the 
court  jurisdiction  chiefly  against  libels. 
The  offence  was  new.  Learning  of  their 
own  upon  the  subject  they  had  none ;  and 
they  were  obliged  to  resort  to  the  only 
emporium,  where  it  was  to  be  had,  the 
Roman  law.  Afler  the  Star  Chamber 
was  abolished  in  the  10th  of  Charles  1, 
its  authority  indeed  ceased,  but  its  maxims 
subsisted  and  survived  it.  The  spirit  of 
the  Star  Chamber  has  transmigrated  and 
lived  again;  and  Westmioster-hall  was 
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obliged  to  borrow  from  the  Star  Chamber, 
for  the  same  reasons  as  the  Star  Chamber 
had  borrowed  from  the  Roman  Forum, 
because  they  had  no  law,  statute,  or  tra- 
dition, of  their  own.  Thus  the  Roman 
law  took  possession  of  our  courts ;  I  mean 
its  doctrine,  not  its  sanctions ;  the  severity 
of  capital  punishment  was  emitted,  all  the 
rest  remained.  The  grounds  of  these  laws 
are  just  and  equitable.  Undoubtedly  the 
good  fame  of  every  man  ought  to  be  under 
the  protection  of  the  laws,  as  well  as  his 
life,  and  liberty  and  property.  Good 
fame  is  an  out-work,  that  defends  them  all, 
and  renders'  them  all  valuable.  The  lav 
forbids  you  to  revenge ;  when  it  ties  up 
the  hands  oF  some,  it  ought  to  restrain  the 
tongues  of  others.  The  good  fame  of 
government  is  the  same  ;  it  ought  not  to 
be  traduced.  This  is  necessary  in  all  go- 
vernment ;  and  if  opinion  be  support,  what 
takes  away  this  destroys  that  support ;  but 
the  liberty  of  the  press  is  necessary  to  this 
government. 

Jhe  wisdom,  however,  of  government 
is  of  more  importance,  than  the  laws.  1 
should  study  the  temper  of  the  people  be* 
fore  I  ventured  on  actions  of  this  kind*  I 
would  consider  the  whole  of  the  prosecu- 
tion of  a-libel  of  such  importance  as  Ju- 
nius, as  one  piece,  as  one  consistent  plan 
of  operations;  and  1  would  contrive  it  so, 
that,  if  I  were  defeated,  I  should  not  be 
disgraced ;  that  even  my  victory  should 
not  be  more  ignominious  than  my  defeat ; 
1  would  so  manage,  that  the  lowest  in  the 
predicament  of  guilt  should  not  be  the 
only  one  in  punishment.  I  would  not  in- 
form against  the  mere  vender  of  a  collec- 
tion of  pamphlets.  I  would  not  put  him 
to  trial  first,  if  I  could  possibly  avoid  it. 
I  would  rather  stand  the  consequences  of 
my  first  error,  than  carry  it  to  a  judg- 
ment, that  must  disgrace  my  prosecution, 
or  the  court.  We  ought  to  examine 
these  things  in  a  manner,  which  becomes 
ourselves,  and  becomes  the  objedt  of  the 
enquiry;  not  to  examine  into  the  most 
important  consideration,  which  can  oome 
before  us,  with  minds  heated  with  preju- 
dice, and  filled  with  passions,  with  vain 
popular  opinions  and  numours;  and  when 
we  propose  to  examine  into  the  justice  of 
others,  to  be  unjust  ourselves. 

An  enquiry  is  wished,  as  the  most  ef- 
fectual way  of  putting  an  end  to  the  cla- 
mours and  libels,  which  are  the  disorder 
and  disgrace  of  the  tiroes.  For  peopia 
remain  quiet,  they  sleep  secure,  when 
they  imagine  that  the  vigihuit  eye  of  ' 
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censorial  magistrate  watches  over  ail  the 
procee£ngs  of  judicature ;  and  that  the 
sacred  fire  of  an  eternal  constitutional  jea- 
iottsyy  whidi  is  the  guardian  of  liberty, 
hvf  and  justice,  is  alive  night  and  day, 
and  burning  in  this  House.  But  when 
the  magistrate  gives  up  his  office  and  his 
duty,  the  people  assume  it,  and  they  en- 
f^\xt  too  naeh,  and  too  irreverently,  be- 
cause tbej  think  their  representatives  do 
not  eoouire  at  all. 

We  We  in  a  libel,  1st,  The  writing. 
2dL  The  communication,  called  by  the 
Itvyen  the  publication.  3d,  The  appli- 
olwa  to  persons  and  facts.  4th,  The  in- 
tent and  tendency.  5th,  The  matter, — 
dimiQutioo  of  feme.  The  law-presump- 
tioos  on  all  these  are  in  the  communica- 
tioB.  No  intent  can  make  a  defamatory 
publication  good,  nothing  can  make  it 
have  a  go^  tendency;  truth  is  not 
[>leadahle.  Taken  juridically  the  founda- 
tion of  these  law-presumptions  is  not  un- 
just; taken  constitutionally  they  are 
ruiooos,  and  tend  to  tlie  total  suppression 
of  ail  publication.  If  juries  are  confined 
to  the  fact,  no  writing,  which  censures, 
however  justly,  or  however  temperately, 
the  conduct  of  administration,  can  be  un- 
punished. Therefore  if  the  intent  iand 
tendency  be  left  to  the  judge,  as  legal 
coQcIusions  growing  from  the  fact,  you 
naj  depend  upon  it  you  can  have  no  pub- 
lic discussion  of  a  public  measure';  wnich 
is  a  point,  which  even  those,  who  are 
most  offended  with  the  licentiousness  of 
tbe  press  (and  it  is  very  exorbitant,  very 
provoking)  will  hardly  contend  for. 

So  ^  as  to  the  first  opinion,  that  the 
doctrine  is  rieht  and  needs  no  alteration. 
2.  The  next  w,  that  it  is  wrong,  but  that 
^  are  not  in  a  condition  to  help  it.  I  ad- 
niit  it  is  true,  that  there  are  cases  of  a  na- 
ture so  delicate  and  complicated,  that  an 
^  of  parKament  on  the  subject  may  be- 
<^  a  matter  of  great  difficulty.  It  some- 
'imes  cannot  define  with  exactness ;  be- 
cause the  subject  matter  will  not  bear  an 
exact  definition.  It  may  seem  to  take 
&vay  every  thing,  whidi  it  does  not  posi- 
tively establish,  and  this  might  be  incon- 
venient; or  it  may  seem,  vice  versa,  to 
tttablish  every  thing,  which  it  does  not 
expreasly  take  away.  It  may  be  more 
^vlsoble  to  leave  such  matters  to  the  en- 
lightened discretion  of  a  judge,  awed  by  a 
feosorial  House  of  Commons.  But  then 
j^i[est8  upon  those,  wh#  object  to  a  legb- 
«tiye  iaterposition,  to  prove  these  incon- 
^iences  m  the  particular  case  before 
[VOLXVII.] 


them.  For  it  would  be  a  most  dangerous^ 
as  it  is  a  most  idle  and  most  groundless, 
conceit  to  assume  as  a  general  principle, 
that  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  subject 
are  impaired  by  the  care  and  attention  of 
the  legislature  to  secure  them.  If  so,  very 
ill  would  the  purchase  of  Magna  Charta 
have,  merited  the  deluge  of  blood,  which 
was  shed  in  order  tp  have  the  body  of 
Engljsh  privileges  defined  by  a  positive 
written  law.  This  charter,  the  inestimable 
monument  of  £nglish  freedom,  so  long  the 
boast  and  glory  of  this  nation,  would  have 
been  at  once  an  instrument  of  our  servi- 
tude, and  a  monument  of  our  folly,  if  thi« 
principle  were  true.  The  thirty-four 
confirmations  would  have<4}een  only  so 
many  repetitions  of  their  absurdity,  so  ' 
many  new  links  in  the  chain,  and  so  many  . 
invalidations  of  their  right. 

You  cannot  open  your  statute  book 
without  seeing  positive  provisions  relative 
to  every  right  of  the  subject.  This  busi- 
ness of  juries  is  the  subject  of  not  fewer 
than  a  dozen.  To  suppose  that  juries  are 
something  innate  in  the  constitution  of 
Great  Britain,  that  they  have  jumped,  like 
Minerva,  out  of  the  head  of  Jove  in  com- 
plete armour,  is  a  weak  fancy  supported 
neither  by  precedent  nor  by  reason* 
Whatever  is  most  ancient  and  venerable 
in  our  constitution,  royal  prerogative,  pri- 
vileges of  parliaitient,  rights  of  elections^ 
authority  of  courts,  juries,  must  have  been 
modelled  according  to  the  occasion.  I 
spare  your  patience,  and  I  pay  a  compli* 
ment  to  your  understanding, 'in  not  at- 
tempting to  pr6ve  that  any  thing  so  elabo- 
rate and  artificial  as  a  jury  was  not  the 
work  of  chance,  but  a  matter  of  institution 
brought  to  its  present  state  by  the  joint 
effisrts  of  legislative  authority  and  juridical 
prudence.  It  need  not  be  ashamed  of 
being  (what  in  many  parts  of  it  at  least  it 
is)  tne  offspring  of  an  act  of  parliament; 
unless  it  is  a  shame  for  our  laws  to  be  the 
results  of  our  legislature.  Juries,  which 
sensitively  shrink  from  the  rude  touch  of 
parliamentary  remedy,  have  been  the  sub- 
ject of  not  fewer  than,  I  think,  43  acts  of 
parliament,  in  which  they  have  been 
changed  with  all  the  authority  of  a  cre- 
ator over  its  creature,  from  Magna  Charta 
to  the  great  alterations,  which  were  made 
in  the  ^h  of  George  2. 

To  talk  of  this  matter  in  an^^  other  way 
is  to  turn  a  rational  principle  into  an  idle 
and  vulgar  superstition,  like  the  antiqiiarjr» 
Dr.  Woodward,  who  trembled  to  have  his 
shield  scoured  for  fear  it  should  be  disco- 
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vered  to  be  no  better  than  an  old  pot-lid. 
Thifi  Bpecies  of  tenderness  to  a  jury  puts 
me  in  mind  of  a  gentleman  of  good  con- 
dition, who  had  been  reduced  to  great  po- 
verty and  distress ;  application  was  made 
to  some  rich  fellows  in  his  neighbourhood 
to  give  him  some  assistance;  but  they 
begged  to  be  excused  for  fear  of  affront- 
ing a  person  of  his  hieh  birth ;  and  so  the 
poor  gentleman  was  left  to  starve  out  of 
Dure  respect  to  the  antiquity  of  his 
family.  From  this  principle  has  arisen 
an  opinion,  that  1  find  current  amongst 

fentlemen,  that  this  distemper  ought  to 
e  left  to  cure  itself;  that  the  judges 
having  been  well  exposed,  and  somethmg 
terrified  on  account  of  these  clamours,  will 
entirely  change,  if  not  very  much  relax 
from  tneir  rigour ;  if  the  present  race 
should  not  change,  that  the  chances  of 
succession  may  put  other  more  constitu- 
tional judges  in  their  place  ;  lastly,  if  nei- 
ther should  happen,  yet  that  the  spirit  of 
an  English  jury  will  always  be  sufficient 
for  the  vindication  of  its  own  rights,  and 
will  not  sufier  itself  to  be  overborne  by  the 
bench.  1  confess  tliat  I  totally  dissent 
from  all  these  opinions.  These  supposi- 
tions become  the  strongest  reasons  with 
me  to  evince  the  necessity  of  some  clear 
and  positive  settlement  of  this  question 
of  contested  jurisdiction.  If  judges  arc  so 
full  of  levity,  so  full  of  timidity,  if  they  are 
influenced  by  such  mean  and  unworthy 
passions,  that  a  popular  clamour  is  sum« 
cient  to  shake  the  resolution  they  build 
upon  the  solid  basis  of  a  l^gal  principle,  I 
would  endeavour  to  fix  that  mercury  by  a 
positive  law.  If  to  please  an  administra- 
tion the  judges  can  ao  one  way  to-day,  and ' 
to  please  the  crowd  they  can  go  another 
to-morrow ;  if  they  will  oscillate  backwiird 
and  forward  betwen  power  and  popularity, 
it  is  high  time  to  fix  the  law  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  resemble,  as  it  ought,  the 
great  Author  of  all  law,  in  whom  there  is 
no  variableness  nor  shadow  of  turning. 

As  to  their  succession,  I  have  just  the 
•ame  opinion.  I  would  not  leave  it  to  the 
chances  of  promotion,  or  to  the  characters 
of  lawyers,  what  the  law  of  the  land,  what 
the  rights  of  juries,  or  what  the  liberty  of 
the  press  should  be.  My  law  should  not 
depend  upon  the  fluctuation  of  the  closet, 
or  the  complexion  of  men.  Whether  a 
black-haired  man  or  a  fair-haired  man  pre- 
sided in  the  court  of  King^s-bench,  I 
would  have  the  law  the  same ;  the  same, 
whether  he  was  born  in  domo  regnatrice^ 
ttid  sucked  from  his  infancy  the  milk  of 
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courts,  or  was  tiurtured  in  the  ragged  dis- 
cipline of  a  popular  opposition.  This 
law  of  court  caWand  of  party,  this  <  mens 
quaedam  nullo  perturbaU  effectu,'  thn 
law  of  complexion,  ought  not  be  endured 
for  a  moment  in  a  country,  whose  beine 
depends  upon  the  certainty,  clearness,  and 
stability  oi  institutions. 

Now  I  come  to  the  last  substitute  for  the 
proposed  Bill,  the  spirit  of  juries  operating 
their  own  jurisdiction.  This  I  confess  I 
think  the  worst  of  all  for  the  same  rea- 
sons, on  which  I  objected  to  the  others; 
and  for  other  weighfy  reasons  besides, 
which  are  separate  and  distinct  First, 
because  juries,  being  taken  at  random  out 
of  a  mass  of  men  infinitely  large,  must  be 
of  characters,  as  various  as  the  body  they 
arise  from  is  large  io  its  extent.  If  the 
judges  differ  in  their  complexions,  much 
more  will  a  jury.  A  tinrtd  jury  will  gire 
way  to  an  awful  judge  delivering  oracu- 
larly the  law,  and  charging  them  on  their 
oaths,  and  putting  it  home  to  their  con- 
sciences, to  beware  of  judging,  where  the 
law  had  given  them  no  competence,  we 
know  that  they  wiU  do  so,  they  have  done 
so  in  an  hundred  instances;  a  respectable 
member  of  your  own  House,  no  vulgar 
man,  tells  you  that  on  the  authority  ot  a 
judge  he  found  a  man  guilty,  in  whom  at 
the  same  time  he  could  find  no  guilt  W 
supposing  them  full  of  knowledge  and  tuli 
of  manly  confidence  in  themselves,  how 
will  their  knowledge,  or  their  confidence, 
inform  or  inspirit  others  ?  They  give  no 
reason  for  their  verdict,  they  can  ^^\f^?^ 
demn  or  acquit ;  and  no  man  can  tell  the 
motives,  on  which  they  have  acquitted  or 
condemned.  So  that  this  hope  of  trie 
power  of  juries  to  assert  their  own  jun»- 
diction  must  be  a  principle  blind,  as  being 
without  reason,  and  as  changeable  ^  ^ 
complexion  of  men,  and  the  temper  ot  tne 
times.  ,. . 

But  aaer  aU,  is  it  fit  that  this  disho- 
nourable  contention  between  the  cowrt 
and  juries  should  subsist  any  longer  r  Cjn 
what  principle  is  it  that  a  jury  refuses  to 
be  directed  by  the  court  as  '^  its  com- 
petence ?  Whether  a  libel  or  no  libel  be  a 
question  of  law  or  of  fact  mavbe  doubtfiii, 
but  a  question  of  jurisdiction  and  com- 
petence is  certainly  a  question  of  ^'^]^ 
this  the  court  ought  undoubt^JT  to  judge* 
and  to  ludge  solely  and  exdosivefy*  ^^ 
they  judse  wrong  from  excusable  error, 
you  ought  to  correct  it,  as  to-day  rt  ^ 
proposed,  by  an  explanatory  Bill ;  or  " 
by  corruption,  by  Bill  of  pcnaltiea  dectt* 
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latoiy,  and  by  pimis&ment.    What  does 
t  juror  nj  to  a  judge  when  he  refoses  his 
ooirooo  wfoa  a  qaestion  of  judicature  ? 
YoQ  are  so  corrupt,  that  I  diould  consider 
Bjielf  a  partaker  of  your  crime,  were  I 
to  be  guided  by  your  opinion ;  or  you  are 
so  gronlj  ^orant,  that  I,  fresh  from  my 
liomidi,  from  my  plough,  my  counter,  or 
my  loom,  sm  fit  to  direct  you  in  your  pwn 
prafemo.    This  is  an  unfitting,  it  is  a 
dsD^enoi  itate  of  thbgs.     The  spirit  of 
aajmrt  of  men  is  not  a  fit  rule  for  decid- 
ing «  the  bounds  of  their  jurisdiction. 
FsA,  because  It  is  different  in  different 
DO,  and  eren  different  in  the  same  at  dif- 
famt  times;  and  can  never  become  the 
proper  directing  line  of  law :  next,  because 
Jt  is  pot  reason,  but  feeling ;    and  when 
ooce  it  is  irritated,  it  is  not  apt  to  confine 
itself  witfaiD  its  proper  limits. ,  If  it  be- 
comes, not  difference  in  opinion  upon  law, 
but  s  trial  of  spirit  between  parties,   our 
courts  of  law  are  no  longer  the  temple  of 
jostfce,  but  the   amphitheatre   for  gla- 
diatoTB.    No — God  forbid  !  Juries  ought 
to  take  their  law  from  the  bench  only ; 
but  it  is  our  business  that  they  should  hear 
Dothingfrom  the  bench  but  what  is  agree- 
able to  the  principles  of  the  4x>nstitution. 
Hie  jury  are  to  hear  the  judge,  the  judge 
is  to  hear  the  law  where  it  speaks  plain ; 
wbere  it  does  not,  he  is  to  hear  the  legis- 
lature.   As  I  do  not  think  these  opinions 
of  the  judges  to  be  agreeable  to  those 
priodples,  I  wish  to  take  the  only  method, 
in  which  they  can  or  ought  to  be  corrected, 
bjBill, 

Next,  my  ojpinion  is,  that  it  ought  to  be 
ratherby  abill  for  removing  controversies, ' 
dttn  by  a  bill  in  the  state  of  manifest  and  j 
exi)res8  declaration,  and  in  words  depra-  i 
tnito,    I  do  this  upon  reasons  of  equity  I 
and  constitutional  policy.    I  do  not  want  I 
to  censure  the  present  judges.    I  think 
them  to  be  excused  for  their  error.    Igiio-  I 
nace  is  no  excuse  for  a  judge;    it   is 
cfaanffing  the  nature  of  his  crime;  it  is 
not  absolving.    It  must  be  such  error  as  a 
wise  and  conscientious  judge  may  possibly 
^1  into,  and  must  arise  from  one  or  both 
these  causes — 1.  A  plausible  principle  of 
law.    2.  The   preceaents   of  respectable 
authorities,  and  in  good  times.     In  the 
first,  the  principle  of  law,  that  the  judge  is 
to  decide  on  law,  the  jury  to  decide  on 
fact,  is  an  ancient  and  venerable  principle 
and  maxim  of  the  law ;  and  if  supported 
hi  this  application  by  precedents  or  good 
times  and  of  good  men,  the  judge,  if 
vroDgi  ought  to  be  corrected;  he  ought 


not  to  be  reproved,  or  to  be  disgraced, 
or  the  authority  or  respect  to  your  tribu- 
nals to  be  impaired.  In  cases,  in  which 
declaratory  bills  have  been  made,  where 
by  violence  and  corruption  some  funda- 
mental part  of  the  constitution  has  been 
struck  at;  where  they  would  damn  the 
principie,  censure  the  persons,  and  annul 
tlie  acts — but  where  the  law  having  been 
by  the  accident  of  human  frailty  depraved, 
or  in  a  particular  instance  misunderstood, 
where  you  neither  mean  to  rescind  the 
acts  nor  to  censure  the  persons,  in  such 
cases  you  have  taken  the  explanatory 
mode,  and,  without  condemning  what  is 
done,  you  direct  the  future  judgment  of 
the  court. 

All  bills  for  the  reformation  of  the  law 
must  be  according  to  the  subject  matter, 
the  circumstances,  and  the  occasion,  and 
are  of  four  kinds — 1.  Either  the  law  ia 
totally  wanting,  and  then  a  new  enacting 
statute  must  be  made  to  supply  that  want. 
Or,  2.  It  is  defective,  then  a  new  law 
must  be  made  to  enforce  it.  S.  Or  it  ia 
opposed  by  power  or  fraud,  and  then  an 
act  must  be  madie  to  declare  it.  4.  Or  it 
is  rendered  doubtful  and  controverted,  and 
then  a  law  must  be  made  to  explain  it. 
These  must  be  applied  according  to  the 
exigence  of  the  case ;  one  is  just  as  good 
as  another  of  tliem.  Miserable  indeed 
would  be  the  resources,  poor  and  unfur- 
nished the  stores  and  magazines  of  legis- 
lation, if  we  were  bound  up  to  a  little  nar- 
row form,  and  not  able  to  frame  our  acts 
of  parliament  according  to  every  disposi- 
tion of  our  own  minds  and  to  every  possi- 
ble emergency  of  the  commonwealth ;  to 
make  them  declaratory,  enforcing,  expla- 
natory, repealing,  just  in  ^hat  mode  or  in 
what  degree  we  please. 

Those,  who  think  that  the  judges  living 
and  dead  are  to  be  condemned ;  that  your 
tribunals  of  justice  are  to  be  dishonoured ; 
that  their  acts  and  judgments  on  this  busi- 
ness are  to  be  rescinded;  they  will  un? 
doubtedly  vote  against  this  BiU,  and  for 
another  sort. 

I  am  not  of  the  opinion  of  those  gentle- 
men, who  are  against  disturbing  the  public 
repose ;  I  like  a  clamour  whenever  there 
is  an  abuse.  The  fire-bell  at  midnight 
disturbs  your  sleep,  but  it  keeps  you  from 
being  burned  in  your  bed.  The  hue  and 
cry  flJarms  the  county,  but  it  preserves  all 
the  property  of  the  province.  All  these 
clamours  aim  at  redress.  But  a  clamour 
nfade  merely  for  the  purpose  of  rendering 
the  people  discontented  with  their  situa- 
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tioDy  without  an  endeatoar  to  give  them  a 
practical  remedy,  U  indeed  one  of  the 
worst  acts  of  sedition. 

i  have  read  and  heard  much  upon  the 
conduct  of  our  courts  in  the  business  of 
libels.  I  was  extremely  willing  to  enter 
into,  and  very  free  to  act,  as  facts  should 
turn  out  on  that  inquiry,  aiming* constantly 
at  remedy  as  the  end  of  all  clamour,  all 
debate,  all  writing,  and  all  inquiry ;  for 
which  reason  I  did  embrace,  and  ao  now 
with  joy,  this  method  of  giving  quiet  to 
the  courts,  jurisdiction  to  juries,  liberty 
to  the  press,  and  satisfaction  to  the  people. 
I  thank  my  friends  for  what  they  have 
done ;  I  hope  the  public  will  one  day  reap 
the  benefit  of  their  pious  and  judicious  en- 
deavours. They  have  now  sown  the  seed ; 
I  hope  they  will  live  to  see  the  flourish- 
ing harvest.  Their  Bill  is  sown  in  weak- 
ness, it  will,  I  trust,  be  reaped  in  power. 
And  then,  however  we  shall  have  reason 
to  apply  to  them  what  my  lord  Coke  says 
was  an  aphorism  continually  in  the  mouth 
of  a  great  sage  of  the  law,  '*  Blessed  be 
not  the  complaining  tengue,  but,  blessed 
be  the  amending  hand."* 

*  An  incorrect  report  of  this  Speef:h  having' 
ap|yeared  in  the  Public  Advertiser  of  the  13tb  of 
March  1771,  Mr.,  Burke  wrote  the  followiog 
Letter  to  the  Editor  of  one  of  the  public  Jour- 
nals. See  Burke's  Wo^,  vol.  10,  p.  139, 8vo 
edit.  1818. 

**  An  improper  and  injuriouB  account  of  the 
Bill  brought  into  the  House  of  Commons  by  Mr. 
Dowdeswell  has  lately  appeared  in  one  of  the 
public  papers.  I  am  not  at  all  surprised  at  it; 
lis  I  am  not  a  stran^r  to  the  views  and  politics 
of  those,  who  hare  caused  it  to  be  inserted. 

"  Mr.  Dewdeswell  did  not  bring  in  an  enacU 
ing  bill  to  give  to  juriei,  as  the  account  ex- 
presses it,  a  power  to  try  law  and  fact  in  matter 
ef  libel,  Mr.  Dowdeswelt  brought  in  a  bill  to 
put  an  end  to  those  doubts  and  controversies 
upon  that  subject,  which  have  unhappily  dis- 
tracted our  courts,  to  the  great  detriment  of 
the  public,  and  to  the  great  dishonour  of  the 
ttational  justice. 

**  That  it  is  the  province  of  the  jury,  in  in* 
formations  and  indictments  for  libels,  to  try  do- 
4hftng  more  than  the  fact  of  the  Dompostog,  and 
•of  the  publifibing  averments  and  innHendos,  is 
a  ijootrine  held  at  present  by  all  the  judges  of 
the  Kiiy'S'beiich^  probably  by  most  of  the 
judi^es  of  the  kingdom.  Tlie  same  doctrine 
has  been  held  pretty  uniftmnly  since  the  Revo- 
lution ;  and  it  prevails  more  or  less  with  the 
jury  according  to  the  Aegte^  of  respeot,  with 
wbic4i  they  are  disposed  to  receive  the  opinwDS 
'of  the  bench. 

**  This  doctrine,  which,  when  it  prevails, 
tends  to  annihilate  the  benefit  of  trial  by  jury, 
and  when  it  is  rejected  by  juries  tends  to  weaken 


The  friends  of  the  BUM  orged  llie  aeoM- 
sity  of  it  be|f ond  dotibt  or  eentreversy ; 
because  it  did  appear,  from  •  l«le  Paper 
given  by  lord  Mansfield  to  the  Hetise  of 
Lords,  that  it  was  the  opimon  of  ay  Ike 
Judges  of  the  King's- Bench,  that  Che  jeiy 
should  determine  only  the  fact,  and  tlie 
law  ghoidd  be  left  to  the  jadgea ;  that  tkm 
was  not  only  the  opinion  of  the  judges,  but 
that,  in  a  former  debate,  all  the  minis- 
terial lawyers  and  leaders  had  sapperted 
the  same ;  that  the  doctrine  was  danger- 
ous in  the  highest  degree,  as  encroaching 
on  the  palladium  of  EngUdh  Uberty,  the 
trial  by  jury,  as  leaving  the  essence  of  the 
cause  to  the  determination  of  interested 
men,  the  judges ;  that  this  doctrine,  now 
adopted  by  the  judges,  was  not  of  older 
date  than  the  reign  of  queen  Anne.  In 
queen  Elizabeth's  reign,  there  was  a  re- 
markable case,  which  shewed  the  contrary 
to  be  the  opinion  then  (an  indictment  of 
a  grand  jury  at  Lincoln,  which  found  a 
true  bill  as  to  the  fact,  but  no  true  bill  as 
to  the  malice,  &c.  This  the  judges,  at 
that  time,  determined  to  be  do  true  bill; 
by  which  they  determined,  that  the  jury 

and  disgrace  the  authority  of  the  judges,  is  not 
a  doctrine  proper  for  an  English  judicatore. 
For  the  sake  both  of  judge  and  jury  the  oon- 
troversy  ought  to  be  quieted,  and  the  law  ought 
to  lie  settled  in  a  manner  clear,  definitive,  and 
constitutional,  by  the  only  aulburity  competent 
to  it,  the  authorUy  of  the  Irgislature. 

**  Mr.  Dowdeswell*s  bill  was  brought  in  for 
that  purpose.  It  gives  to  the  jury  no  new 
powers ;  but,  after  reciting  the  doubts  and  cod- 
trovdhms  (which  nobody  denies  actually  to  sub- 
sist), and  after  fAatiug  that,  if  juries  are  not  re- 
uuted  competent  to  try  the  whole  matter,  the 
nenefit  of  trial  by  jury  will  he  of  none,  or  im- 
perfect, effect,  ir  enacts,  not  that  the  jury  shall 
liave  the  power ^  but  that  they  shall  be  held  and 
reputed  in  law  and  right  competent^  to  try  the 
whole  matter  Uid  in  the  information.  The  bill 
is  dir^ting  to  the  judges  concerning  the  opi- 
nion in  law,  whioh  they  are  known  to  hold  apoa 
this  subject ;  and  does  not  in  the  least  imply 
that  the  jury  were  to  derive  a  new  right  aoio 
power  A^  that  biil,  if  it  should  have  |>asied 
into  an  act  of  pariiament.  The  implication  is 
directly  the  contrary  :  and  is  as  strongly  con- 
veyed as  it  is  possible  for  those  to  do,  who  stale 
a  doubt  and  controversy,  without  charciog  with 
criminality  those  persons,  who  so  doubted,  and 
so  controvefted. 

*«  Sack  a  style  ia  flrvquent  in  ants  of  this  na- 
ture ;  and  is  that  oaly,  which  ia  aaiisd  to  the 
oooasion.  An  iMidioiis  use  has  been  made  el 
the  words  enact  and  dec/are,  as  if  they  were 
formal  and  operative  wonis  of  force  to  distio- 
gulsh  different  species  of  laws  producing  dif- 
ferent effects.    Nothing  Is  more  grouadlcss; 
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ti«D»  f»  weH  tbe  l«v  as  the  fttcti ;  Ikat 


weie  jodgcf  of  the  lanr  at  wtH  as  the 
ftet) ;  tte  in  the  faaoiiecftie  of  the  Seven 
BnlMpi,  in  the  reign  of  Jemes  the  ^  the 
judged  thoQgh'  nade  for  the  purpose* 
anwiineetff  coBOinredl  in  diccciing  tfae 
jury  to  jedge  ef  the  whole  of  the  infiNnna- 


aad  I  in  fcmnuicd  no  lawyer  taill  ataiid  to 
9iicU  m  titnliMi.  Ilie  geaHanca,  wiia  my 
thtt  a  liN  vi^^  fo  have  btea  brongbt  ia  apon 
llMDfiiiaple.ftadtatbeat>lieaf  the  Petition  of 
Ri^t,  mi  Dedanamo  af  ftifbt,  ought  to  eoa- 
lider  hmht  tha  circtiinstaacaB  are  the  tama 
ia  tk  aro  catea;  aad  haw  far  they  aia  pre- 
p««tf  to  fD  iha  whale  teaftiia  of  the  reatoa  of 
ifcae  rmiarkahle  lawa.  Mr.  DowdeawaM  and 
hi  ftMt  are  of  apwioa  that  the  drcamataneea 
<ff  101  the  saane,  and  that  thereiare  the  bill 
Mfht  Ml  to  he  tha  same. 

"  it  Imi  bora  always  digagreaabia  to  the  per- 
ms, wbo  compose  that  coanexiao,  ta  enaafa 
wtotonli  in  a  paper  war,  especially  with  gen- 
ilmeo/fw  whon  they  hare  an  esteem,  and 
vito  wrai  to  a^^ree  wtth  them  in  the  great 
^iiwb  of  their  poblic  condnct:  but  they 
no  Df rer  eonaefit  to  pofcbase  any  assistance 
fnxn  tny  persona  bj  the  fbrfeitare  of  their  own 
npuiaiioD.  They  respect  public  opinion ;  and 
tHerefbre  whenever  they  shall  be  called  upon, 
tbey  are  ready  to  meet  their  adversaries,  as 
"MO  n  Uiev  please,  before  the  tribuaal  of  the 
poWic,  sod  there  to  jastify  the  constitutional 
utore  and  tendency,  the  propriety,  the  pru- 
doce,  and  the  policy  af  their  bill.  They  are 
^adiy  ready  to  explain  and  to  justify  all  their 
proeMtlings  in  the  condnct  of  it;  equally 
vn'iy  to  defend  tb«ir  resolution  to  make  it  one 
^^  (if  ef er  thay  should  haae  the  power)  in 
I  pisn  of  public  reformation. 

7  Your  correspondent  ought  to  have  bean 
atitfted  with  the  assistance,  which  his  friends 
htve  \eni  to  administration  in  deteatiag  that 
Ui.  He  ought  not  to  make  a  feeble  andea- 
TOttr  (I  dare  say  much  to  the  displeasure  of 
tiMM  friends)  to  disgtace  the  gentleman  who 
flight  it  in.  A  measure,  proposed  1^  Mr. 
Dovdeswell,  seconded  by  sir  George  aavile, 
^i;^  soppofted  by  their  friends,  will  stand  fair 
vidi  tlie  puUic,  even  though  it  should  hare 
^  opposed  by  that  list  of  names  (respectable 
Btaies  1  admit),  which  have  been  printed  with 
»  moch  parade  antl  ostentation  in  your  papers. 
*'  It  is  not  true  that  Mr.  Burke  moke  in 
Pnise  of  lord  Mansfield.  If  he  had  fouod 
^y  thiag  in  lord  Mansfield  praiseworthy,  I 
^ncy  he  is  not  disposed  to  make  an  apology  to 
>ny  body  for  doing  justioe.  Your  oorraspon- 
<krnt|8  reason  for  asserting  it  is  risible  anouah ; 
^  it  is  altogether  io  the  strain  of  other  mis- 
jvpresentatioos.  That  gentleman  spoke  deoeat- 
7  of  ibe  judges,  aad  1^  did  no  more :  mast  of 
l^geotlemen,  wbo  debated  on  both  sides,  held 
"atsnie  langaage ;  and  nobody  will  think 
^  zeal  the  less  warm  or  the  less  effectual, 
'^f^^^  it  is  not  attended  with  searrility  and 
»ini[eiioe.»» 


whenever  the  jury  had  thought  proper  ta 
dispute  the  affiur  with  the  judges,  the  jury 
had  always  ^  the  better;  and  that  a 
law,  establishing  this  dedriney  r  would  pot 
an  end  to  this  dispute. 

The  ministry  lud  not  say  a  single  word 
in  the  dispute,  but  the  debate  was  takeHi 
up  by  the  gentlemen  of  the  minority^ 
Captain  Phqpps  spoke  very  weK,  and  with 
great  spirit.  Sir  William  Meredith  was 
very  severe  upon  Mr.  Mackworth,  re^ 
specting  the  case  of  Mr.  Almon,  who  had 
been  unjustly  prosecuted.  Mr.  Jao^es 
Grenville,  jun.  spoke  inimitably  well  for 
bis  first  essay;  also  Mr.  Popham  and 
others.  There  waa  not  one  of  them  who 
did  not  enforce  the  doctrine,  that  juries  are 
judges  of  law  as  well  as  fact,  but  disapproved 
of  the  present  motion  for  various  reasons* 
That  the  doctrine,  being  established  on 
the  foundation  of  the  common  law,  did 
not  require  the  assistance  of  the  statute 
law  to  defend  it :  that,  if  a  Bill  of  this 
nature  was  brought  into  the  House,  and 
afterwards  rejected,  it  might  have  very 
bad  effects  on  the  minds  of  the  people,  aa 
it  might  be  supposed  that  the  doctrine  waa 
doubtful.  Tnat  an  enacting  law  would 
make  it  appear,  that  this  was  a  novel  doc- 
trine, which  fefr  in  the  House  could  con- 
cur in;  and  that  if  made  declaratory  only, 
the  judges,  who  had  acted  on  principlea 
contrary  to  such  declaration,  would  be 
liable  to  condign  punishment,  which  the 
friends  of  the  motion  did  seem  to  wish. 

For  these  reasons,  the  question  of  ad* 
journment  being    put,    the    House    di- 
vided.   The  Noes  went  forth. 
Tellers. 

Vo  A  o  $  S'^  William  Meredith  -  > 
^^^'^  ?  Captain  Phipps  -    -    -$ 
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Nrtics  $  ^^^  WUliam  Codrington  j 
^^^^jMr.Coxe      -    .    -    .$ 

affirmative. 


So  it  was  resolved  in  the 
and  the  House  adjourned. 


Pboceedings      in     the      COMMOKa 

AGAINST      THE      PRINTERS      FOR      PUB- 
LISHING THE  Debates.*]     February  8. 


*  **  In  the  latitude  now  taken,  the  publishers 
of  newspapers  had  for  some  time  inserted  cer- 
tain performances,  ae  speeebes  of  the  members 
of  parliaoseht,  which  in  the  House  had  been 
denied,  some  of  them  in  the  whole,  all  of  them 
in  many  essential  parts,  Io  be  genuine ;  but  if 
they  had  been  the  truest  representation  of  the 
sentiments  and  eapresmons  of  the  speakers, 
sueh  publicatioo  was  yet  contrary  to  a  atanding 
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Colonel  Greorge  Onslow  made  a  Complaint 
to  the  Houfle,  of  the  printed  Newspapen, 
entitled,  <<  The  Gazetteer  and  New  Daily 
Advertiser,  Friday,  February  8,  1771,'* 
printed  for  R.  Thompson ;  and  also  of  the 
printed    Newspaper,    intituled,     <<  The 

-    - 

•rder  of  the  Hoase  of  Commons.  A  complaint 
on  these  grounds  was  Laid  against  two  of  them 
hy  one  m  the  members,  simI  a  motion  esrried 
vpon  a  difision  for  proceeding  against  them. 
The  printers  were  accordingly  ordered  to  at* 
tend,  which  they  did  not  comply  with ;  other 
notices  were  served,  and  dinerent  qaestiens 
arose  upon  the  mode  of  serving  them ;  the 
messenger  had  not  seen  the  printers,  end  left 
the  order  for  their  attendance  with  their  ser- 
▼snts:  at  length  a  final  order  was  issued, 
and  the  leavin([  it  at  their  houses  was  to  be 
deemed  a  sufficient  notice. 

**  The  whole  of  this  measure  had  been 
strongly  opposed,  as  well  upon  ita  introdnction, 
as  upon  the  questions  that  arose  in  the  different 
stages  of  its  progreas :  though  the  abuse  of  the 
press  was  acknowledged,  it  waa  said,  that  this 
waa  an  improper  time,  in  the  present  temper 
and  diaposition  of  the  people,  to  commit  the 
question  of  privily  to  an  unnecessary  discus- 
atou,  and  to  administer  new  opportunuies  tor  a 
popular  opposition  to  the  branches  of  legisla- 
ture, as  well  as  to  executire  ^Temment ;  that 
prosecutions  of  this  nature,  instead  of  potting 
an  end  to  the  practice,  would  increase  it,  as 
they  would  promote  the  sale  of  the  libels,  which 
waa  known  to  be  the  case  in  some  recent  in- 
stances ;  that  the  ministerial  writers  were  pub- 
licly encouraged  to  the  most  flagrant  abuaes 
of  the  press ;  and  that  while  this  was  done  in 
one  instance,  whereby  some  of  the  most  re- 
spectable characters  in  the  kingdom  were 
mangled,  without  regard  to  shaftie  or  to  truth, 
it  was  in  vain  to  curb  it  in  other  cases,  or  to 
say  to  licentiousness.  So  far  shalt  thou  go,  but 
no  further :  and  that  though  misrepresentations 
of  any  member  were  undoubtedly  infamous, 
they  ought  to  be  legally  punished  by  the  person 
iniured,  and  not  by  the  authority  of  the  House, 
which,  however  well  supported  by  precedent, 
not  being  conducted  by  the  ordinary  forms  of 
legal  prmediog*  had  generally  an  'odious  and 
oppressive  sppearance. 

**  On  the  other  hand,  the  enormity  of  the 
abuse  was  insisted  on  ;  that  it  was  prejudicial 
to  the  interest  of  gentlemen  in  their  boroughs  ;^ 
that  it  had  nerer  been  practised  before  during 
the  sitting  ofpariiaroent,  and  when  done  in  the 
interrals,  had  been  always  conducted  with  de- 
cency ;  and  that  it  was  now  become  absolutely 
necessary,  either  to  puoiah  the  ofiendera  se-  i 
Terely,  or  to  reverse  the  standing  order,  which 
had  not  only  beep  unobeyed,  but  violently  and 
outrageously  insulted. 

*'  The  final  order  to  the  printers,  having 
been  attended  with  as  little  suciyss  as  the 
former  notices  had  been,  a  motion  was  made 
that  they  should  ba  taken  into  the  custody  of 


Middlesex  Journal,  or  Chronick  ef  Li- 
berty, from  Tuesday,  February  5,  to 
Thursday,  Fdiniary  7,  1771,*'  printed 
for  J.  Whdble ;  as  misrepresenting  the 
Speeches,  and  reflecting  on  several  of  the 
members  of  this  House,  in  contempt  of 

the  Seijeant  at  Arms,  for  contempt  of  the 
orders  of  the  House.— This  was  oppswd,  m 
persevering  in  a  measure  oriirinally  bsd,  tsd 
which  would  grow  continually  worse  by  the 
conduct  that  was  pursued ;  and  tbst  it  wai 
highly  impolitic  to  provoke  the  people  bv  ft 
needless  display  of  authority,  at  atimewbes 
they  were  already  too  much  heated  sod  alarm- 
ed, and  watched  every  exercise  of  power  witb 
the  utmost  jealou^  and  suspicion,  especially 
in  the  House  of  Commons,  which,  siace  the 
business  of  the  Middlesex  election,  the  people 
were  but  too  apt  to  consider  rather  u  an  in- 
strument of  the  court  than  the  represeoUUre 
of  the  people.  To  this  it  was  answered,  tb«t 
notwithstanding  the jmjust  and  groundlen  tui- 
picions  of  the  vulgalQjha  dignity  of  the  Hoom 
must  be  supported ;  and  that  as  the  order  hid 
been  made,  it  must  now  vindicate  its  own  coo- 
duct,  by  enforcing  obedience  ta  it  The  qocs- 
tion  being  put,  was  carried,  as  every  other  bed 
been  upon  this  subject,  by  a  pradigious  mijo- 
rity. 

'*  The  Seijeant  at  Arms  not  having  b^o^ 
to  meet  with  the  delinquenta,  and  hsviog  beeo 
besides  Isughed  at  by  their  servsnts,  ^^^"^^X 
report  accordingly  to  the  House;  upon  whicb 
it  was  resolved  to  address  for  a  royal  procluiM- 
tion  against  them,  together  with  a  reward  for 
their  apprehension  ;  which  being  done,  the 
proclamation  was  accordingly  issued  io  tbe 
Gazette,  and  a  reward  of  fifty  pounds  s  piece 
offered  for  taking  tbe  delinquenta. 

•*  As  if  the  ordinal  affair  had  not  been  eapft* 
hie  of  affording  sufficient  trouble,  tbegcntleinfta 
who  introduced  it,  had  now  tbe  fortune  to  fioo 
out  six  other  printets,  who  were  equally  culpa- 
ble with  the  two  firat,  and  accordingly  moves 
to  proceed  against  them.  This  motion  was  op- 
posed with  great  earneatneas :  it  was  r^*^* 
mended  to  conoideratioo,  that  they  bad  slr^J^ 
attempted  to  punish  two,  who  had  eluded  tbor 
vigilance,  and  would  probably  gain  a  victory! 
over  the  House ;  that  the  honour  and  diKDity 
ofpariiament  should  never  be  committed  oo  es 
slight  a  ground  aa  that  of  a>  general  order ;  tb»| 
aa  the  members  lor  whom  the  printed  st*^**^ 
bad  been  made,  had  not  made  any  p*'^[!5"'^ 
complaint  of  the  iojuriea  done  them,  the  Hott<^^ 
in  general  had  no  busineaa  to  take  it  op ;  ^^1 
that  the  different  publishers  of  newspaper| 
throughout  England,  who  were  a  oooierooi 
body,  were  all  under  the  ssme  predicamesij 
with  those  complained  of,  and  if  there  was  s 
general  prosecution  raised  sgainat  tbeoi,  tos 
whole  Ume  of  the  House  would  be  taken  ujV 
and  ita  attention  diverted  from  all  jo*"*"^?/' 
moment,  to  a  ridiculous  contest  with  a  set  w 
printers. 
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the  order,  and  in  breach  of  the  privOege, 
of  the  House.  He  read  a  paragraph  from 
the  said  Papers,  in  which  he  was  ^aid  to 
hive  made  a  motion  to  stop  the  liberty  of 
tiiepre3s,b7preTenthig  the  Speeches  of  the 
membeiB  bemg  printed  during  the  session. 

**8oiiicgaitlemeu  however  did  not  rest  their 
oppoiitioiiMi  the  points  of  decoram  and  pru- 
denoe;  kit  went  so  far  as  to  deny  the  autho- 
lity  of  the  Hottse  in  this  respect,  and  said  that 
itwisasauirpatiooassamed  in  bad  times,  in 
the  jev  1641 ;  that  while  their  pri?ileges  and 
tmlioritirwere  used  in  defence  of  the  nghto  of 
tliepeofile,  against  the  violence  of  the  prero^- 
tinp,  all  men  willio^i j  joined  in  supporting 
then,  aod  even  their  usnrpations  wen$  con- 
flfatd  u  fresh  securiiies  to  their  independ- 
taee;  bat  now  that  they  saw  their  own  wea- 
fMu  coDveiied  to  instruments  of  tyranny  and 
•pprenimi  against  themselves,  they  would  up- 
psiethein  with  all  their  might,  aod  however 
tiiey  may  fiul  in  tlie  first  efforts,  would  finally 
prevail,  aad  assuredly  hring  things  back  to 
tbeir  fint  principles.  They  also  said,  that  the 
pnctica  of  leltinsr  the  constituents  know  the 
ptriitmealary  proceedings  of  their  representa- 
tires,  wu  founded  upon  the  truest  principles  of 
tbe  coBstitntion ;  mnd  that  even  the  publishing 
of  mppoaed  speeches,  was  not  a  novel  practice, 
tt^i  if  precedent  was  a  justification,  could  be 
<n«l  to  oi^leas  an  antbority  than  lord  Claren- 

*<  LoD^  prescription,  and  established  usage, 
^  prioeipal  foundations  of  the  whole  common 
hv,  were  thought  sufficiently  conclusive,  as 
to  tbe  powers  assumed  by  tbe  House ;  and  the 
Mcontv  of  supporting  its  dignity  and  autho- 
nty,  to  be  equally  so,  in  regard  to  the  propriety 
of  iheir  exercise  of  them  in  the  present  in- 
>tuiee.  Tbe  question  with  respect  to  the  first 
Pnoter  apon  the  list  was  accordingly  carried 
»J  t  great  majority ;  upon  which  those  gentle* 
BKs  who  were  averse  to  the  whole  of  these 
pnceediogs,  finding  themselves  unable  to  re- 
■tnia  the  present  ferment,  and  being  uncertain 
to  what  pitch  it  might  be  carried,  unwilling,  as 
tbey  said,  on  one  hand  to  decide  against  the 
power*  of  Che  House,  or  on  the  other  to  abuse 
^1^^  by  an  unseasonable  and  injudicious  exer- 
tion, they  with  great  dexterity  availed  them- 
ielrciortheir  knowledge  in  the  parliamentary 
^orms  and  rules,  to  procure  that  delay,  which, 
t|^y  imagined,  might  give  it  time  to  subside. 
They  accordingly,  by  motions  for  adjournment, 
ood  amendments  to  the  different  questions,  pro- 
'focted  tbe  debates  to  past  four  o'clock  in  the 
^imiiug,  during  which  the  House  bad  divided 
wtween  SO  and  30  times,  a  circumstance  per* 
oopi  hitherto  unknown.  The  numbers  ran 
*pon  these  divisioos,  from  143  to  70,  on  tbe 
^  of  the  majority,  and  from  05  to  10,  on  that 
|^tb«  minority :  the  result  however  was,  that 
^  *ix  printers  were  finally  ordered  to  attend 

''  Ofthcie  printers^  some  were  reprimanded, 


He  mored  that  it  might  be  read,  and  the 
printers  brought  to  Justice  for  infringing 
a  stuidin^  order  of  the  House,  against 
(Printing,  in  newspapers,  the  transacUons 
of  the  House  of  Commons.  It  was  ob« 
served,  that  this  practice  had  got  to  an 

one  was  in  tbe  custody  of  tbe  Lords  for  a  si« 
roilar  misdemeanor,  and  one  did  not  attend, 
who  was  ordered  to  be  taken  into  the  custody 
of  tbe  Serjeant  at  Arms  for  contempt. 

y  A  few  days  afler  Wheble,  oue  of  the  two 
printers  mentioned  in  the  proclamation,  was  ap* 
prehended  and  carried  before  alderman  Wilkes 
at  Guildhall,  and  was  by  hinS  discharged,  and 
bound  over  in  a  recognizance  to  prosecute  the 
captor  for  an  assault  and  false  imprisonment, 
who  was  also  obliged  to  give  bail  for  his  ap- 
pearance at  the  next  sessions  to  answer  for  the 
offence.  At  the  same  time,  the  alderman  wrote 
a  letter  to  the  eari  of  Halifax,  who  was  then 
Secretary  of  State,  to  acquaint  him  with  tbe 
transaction  and  the  motives  of  his  conduct, 
which  were  the  illegality  of  apprehending 
Wheble  in  consequence  of  tbe  proclamation, 
without  any  crime  having  been  proved,  or 
charged  against  him,  which,  he  said,  was  a 
direct  violation  of  his  rights  as  an  Englishman, 
as  well  as  of  the  chartered  privileges  of  a  citizen 
of  London. 

"  Thompson,  tbe  other  of  these  printers, 
was  apprehended  in  the  same  manner,  and  dis- 
charged by  alderman  Oliver.  The  circum* 
stances  in  both  cases  were  exactly  the  saooe  ; 
the  persons  who  apprehended  them  were  of 
their  own  business,  and  probably  acted  under 
tbeir  direction ;  they  both  avowed  the  rewards 
to  be  the  motives  of  their  conduct,  and  obtained 
certificates  from  tbe  magistrates  to  entitle  them 
to  receive  the  money  at  tbe  Treasury  ;  which, 
however,  it  was  thought  proper  not  to  pay. 

*'  The  printer  of  the  London  Evening  Post, 
who  had  not  obeyed  tbe  last  order,  was  appre* 
bended  in  his  own  house,  by  a  messenger  of 
tbe  House  of  Commons ;  whereupon  he  sent 
immediately  for  a  constable,  and  the  lord 
mayor  being  ill  of  tbe  gout,  they  were  carried 
before  him  to  tbe  Mansion -bouse,  whece  the 
aldermen  Wilkes  and  Oliver  then  were.  Tbe 
deputy  Serjeant  at  Arms  also  attended,  and  de» 
manded  in  tbe  name  of  the  Speaker,  that  both 
the  messenger  and  the  printer  should  be 
delivered  up  to  him  ;  this  wss  refused  by  tbe 
lord  mayor,  who  asked  for  what  crime,  and 
upon  what  authority,  tbe  messenger  bad  ar-  ' 
rested  the  priqterP  who  answered,  that  he  had 
done  it  by  warrant  from  the  Speaker ;  it  was 
then  asked,  if  it  had  been  backed  by  a  city  ma« 
l^istrateP  whiah  being  answered  in  the  nega- 
tive, the  warrant  was  demanded,  and  after  much 
altercation  produced ;  and  its  invalidity  being 
argued  by  tne  printer's  counsel,  the  three  ma- 
gistrates present  discharged  him  from  confine- 
ment. His  complaint  for  an  assault  and  false 
imprisonment  being  then  heard,  and  the  facts 
proved  aod  admitted,  the  messenger  was  asked 
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us  iwigfat;  HMt  neiiben  were  re- 
te  the  worUl  w  M^ing  what 
ikey  4kid  ROl  My ;  and  thai  their  iaieresis 
m  their  bwou^s  were  often  hurt  by  k : 
iioLt  k  had  narer  been  done  in  former 

even  in  the  most  violeBi  opposiitOB 


Proeeetbigs  ugainst  the  Printers  [&k 

to  sir  Robert  Walpde,  no  transaction  or 
speeches  were  published,  except  during 
the  intervals  of  parliament,  and  then  only 
in  a  decent  maaner.  That  It  was  now  ab- 
solutely neicessary  either  to  punish  the  of- 
fenden  severely,  or  revise  the  standing 
order. 


#Hr  fosit,  windh  the  Seijesot  h»TWg  rsfoteii  lo 
4mmfky  witb,  a  wirnuii  for  hit  OMMnitincaa  to 
pnsM  was  mmim  out,  sail  siloed  by  thelsffd 
mayor  anil  the  two  sUeroieB ;  as  soon  as  it 
«  «WM  etecsutod,  the  Seqeant  tbea  caoaeiited  to 
^he  gwing  of  bail,  which  was  admiMad. 

M  V ba  aoaaoDt  af  this  tnmsaoiioB  eKcaled 
Ipisat  iniigfaaiioa.  It  was  «aU  to  be  a  oiatfeBr 
iiiatianowk  at  the  vary  eaislenoeof  Ibe  House 
^CeansoBs;  audi  thai  if  She  power  of  taking 
«p  persons  by  the  Speaker's  warrant  was  tab  to 
aiway,  it  wowd  be  impossibie  ev«r  to  get  wit- 
nesses, or  others,  <o  attead  oa  Ibeir  summaas ; 
that  thereiarc  it  ought  to  be  uamedialely  pro>- 
oeedod  ioto;  and  that  oo  business,  however  im- 
portant, should  interrupt  it :  and  it  was  sMved, 
that  the  lord  mayor  should  be  ordered  to  attead 
ia  his  piece  the  neal  day.  Most  af  the  gentle- 
men  io  the  mmority  joiaed  ia  assertioff  the  pri- 
vileges of  the  House ;  bat  observed  that  these 
'prrrileges  were  always  odious  when  turned 
•against  the  people ;  that  these  were  aot  proper 
times  to  engage  the  honour  of  the  Bouse  in  a 
.dispute  wi£'the  dty  of  London ;  thatjt  re- 
f^ired  no  oraole  to  meshew  the  eons«|aenoes 
-which  must  natoralijr  attead  thesilljf  ridiculous 
measure  which  has  revolved  tliem  io  the  pre- 
sent dilemma;  whiofa  could  ouly  serve  to  irri- 
tate the  people,  without  the  possibility  of  a 
'Oingle  good  effect:  but  thai  tbey  were  to  look 
•to  the  Al'iddlesex  election,  f «ir  ttbe  true  sonroe 
*of  that  oditmi  in  whioh  they  were -held  bj  the 
tpaople,and  that  general  disposition  to  oppose 
their  proceedings,  and  dispute  tbehr  authority, 
which  iteciared  itself  upon  every  occasioa. 

*'  Tbei|uestion  far  fhe  lord  nmyar*s  attend- 
ance, notwithstandiag  bis  illness,  was  carried 
bv  a  great  maiority  ;  it  was  proposad  that  the 
aldermen  Wilkes  and  Oliver  should  be  ordered 
to  attend  at  the  saUM  time ;  but  il  was  not  ad- 
mitted. The  bid  mayor  jastffied  his  coadoct 
upon  l|ts  oath  of  ofliov,  by  which  he  waatoblia^ed 
to  praserve  fnvialaiethe  iiaDebises  of  the  city  ; 
by  the  eity  charters,  which  aseaipt  them  from 
any  law  process  beiag  served  bat  by  their  ornn 
Ofiieera;  aad  by  the  coafirmation  of  these 
ehartevs,  which  were  raoogaiaed  by  an  aet  of 
parliament ;  that  he  iras  compelled  by  all  these 
lies,  as  eMef  magislrata,  to  aet  the  part  which 
he  liad  done ;  and  desired  tube  hoard*  by  eaun- 
ael,  m  respect  to  the  charter  and  act  of  parlia- 
ment ;  not  so  moeh  on  his  own  aoeounr,  as  on 
that  of  the.  city  of  London,  of  whose  rights  he 
wss  now  thejguardhio. 

<'  It  was  accordingly  moved,  that  as  Ihelord 
mayor  bad  pleaded  thai  what  he  did  waa  in 
consequence  of  his  oath,  and  the  city  charters, 
he  might  be  admittad  to  be  beard  by  coanoel. 
It  was  said  in  sapport  of  thlsmaiioB,  that  as 


Ike  lord  mayor  did  not  deny  the  privilege  of 
ihe  House,  but  only  claimed  a  particular  ex- 
emption from  that  privilege,  under  the  sanction 
of  charters  and  sn  act  of  parliament,  it  was 
properly  a  question  to  be  debated  by  lawyers ; 
■that  if  the  city  really  had  this  exemption,  it 
was  a  dii«et  answer  to  the  accusation ;  and  that 
an  act  of  tlie  whole  legislature  must  undoubt- 
edly lay  aside  any  privilege  of  the  House. 
The  qaestion  was,  however,  over-ruled  by  the 
usual  migoiity,  upon  tlie  principle  that  counsel 
was  never  allowed  to  be  heard  against  the  pri- 
vileges of  the  House,  and  that  nothing  could 
be  argued  upon  this  occasion,  but  an  exemp- 
tion of  the  city,  which  would  be  striking  di- 
rectly at  the  root  of  ihdr  authority. 

**  It  was  then  moved,  that  the  lord  mayor's 
derk  should  attend  with  the  book  of  minutes. 
To  this  it  was  opposed,  that  such  a  measure 
would  be  pre-judging  the  question  against  the 
lord*  mayor,  and  £solaring  that  the  House  had 
acted  right,  while  the  matter  was  yet  in  issue ; 
that  in  cases  of  brescb  of  the  peace,  there  was 
no  privilege ;  and  that,  if  the  mayor  had  acted 
right,  andthe  city  had  the  exemption  io  ques- 
tion, the  seizing  of  Miller  must  be  construed  a 
breach  of  the  peace,  and  the  messenger  co\x\d 
have  no  claim  to  privilege.  Tbey  strongly 
urged,  that  the  expungiuff  a  legal  proceeding 
by  the  sole  authority  of  me  House,  was  to- 
tally to  abrogate  every  idea  of  liberty,  and  to 
deprive  the  subject  of  the  benefit  of  the  trial  of 
his  cause  by  the  law  of  the  land.  They  said, 
that,  if  the  privilege  in  question  was  legal,  the 
oourts  were  bound  to  take  notice  of  it ;  if  il- 
legal, it  out$ht  not  to  be  supported  in  tlie  courtii, 
nor  in  the  Ususe. 

*'  To>these  arguments  it  was  answered^  that 
the  honour  of  the  House  was  concerned  id  the 
highest  degree  in  the  vindication  of  their  own 
act ;  that,  having  ordered  their  messeng^cr  to 
apprehend  Miller,  he  oouUi  not  be  guilty  cif  an 
assault  in  the  eicecution  of  hie  office ;  and  that 
it  was  most  disgrac^'ful  to  the  House  to  suffer 
their  servant,  who  had  equal  protection  with 
any  asember,  or  even  with  the  Speaker,  to  re- 
main a  moment  in  ceafineiuent,  or  to  meet 
with  the  smallest  obstruction  in  the  execution, 
or  vexation  in  eonaequence,  of  ajiy  act  of  his 
office.  This  question  was  carried,  as  tlie  rest 
had  been, 

*<  Another  motion  was  made  upon  the  soh- 
ject  of  the  lord-mayor's  being  heard  by  coua- 
ad,  and  many  reasons  were  strongly  ur^ed 
against  the  refusal;  particularly  the  evuteot 
injuatice  that  appeansd  upon  tlie  face  of  it»  and 
its  being  contrary  to  the  practice  of  all  tlie 
courts  of  justice,  vihere  it  was  allowed  «Ten 
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Thegenthmeniii  the  mifidrity  adaio#* 
ledged  tbe'abiue  of  the  press  in  the  pre- 
ttDtiofitaiic^  bat  observed^  that  CinDa^^ 
and  jome  odier  mmisterial  writers,  were 
SDOogst  the  foremost  in  abusing,  per- 
fonally,  the  most  respectable  gentlemen 
■-  -  J  »■  ■  ■         ■■    ......  I  I  —■ 

in  cattvf  Ugh^treasoa.  Oa  the  other  faaod 
tlie  TcfiMal  vss  supported  by  the  costom  of 
uurUamcBt,  which  was  however  origiaally 
fooBiled  ipoD  a  precedent  brouc^bt  from  the 
•tbitmrjRigii  of  Henry  8,  hot  this  vras  sgffi- 
cieni  to  orer-nile  the  motion.  The  majoritv 
sf  l^floQie,  altheogh  they  refuted  couofl^i, 
did  Mt Mem  perfeeiTy  to  acqulewse.in  their 
9n  aemni  for  it  was  immediately  pro- 
jsnrfiod  earned  on  the  side  ofadmioUtrauoo, 
tk  the  lofd  SMyor  should  be  heard  by  coon- 
aifioM  tbsy  do  not  affect  or  eootrorert  the 
privilege  of  the  House ;  this  excited  the 
fntteniodi^Datioo  on  the  sid^  of  the  minority* 
ud  WM  exclaimed  against  as  a  barefaced 
laockoy ;  that  it  wonld.  be-impossible  to  plead 
the  lord  nayor's  case,  without,  in  some  de» 
gittfCOBliorerting  the  priviJsge  of  the  House; 
ud  liitt  it  was  as  groman  insult  upon  hioa,  as 
it  VM  a  ridicule  upon  justice^sod  eyery  thing 
Krioi»,totell  biro  be  might  employ  counsel  in 
wery  ease  he  pleased,  except  the  only  one  in 
shieh  he  wanted  them.  What  bad  they  to 
few  (ran  hearing  cDunoel  on  the  point  of  pri- 
^f  Were  ihey  so  much  afraid  that  the 
BMUw  would  not  bear  disoossion,  that  they 
v«old  not  suffer  it  to  be  argued,  though  them- 
Kit n  were  to  he  the  sole  jwlges  f 

'*Tlieclerk,  having  attended  with  the  mt» 
Bote-book  of  recognisances  belonging  to  the 
hrd-najor's  oourt,  was  ordered  up  to  the 
^e;  sod  a  motion  .having  been  made  ai 
arried  for  the  purpose,  he  was  obliged,  being 
hibe  custody  of  the  Honss,  to  erase  the  re- 
«>Ssisaaoe  of  Whittam,  the  messenger,  out  of 
<^iMok ;  after  which,a  resolution  was  psssM, 
1^  ibere  should  be  no  further  precee^ngs  at 
hwioibatcase. 

*'  )ioat  of  the  gentlemen  in  opposilioQ  had 
!nt|cd  the  House  during  this  transaction,  de- 
dariof  that  they  would  not  be  wiUiesses  to 
^  an  BDpreoedenSed  act  of  violence;  thst  it 
vw  asroming  and  exercisiog  a  power  of  the 
M  dangerous  nature,  with  which  the  eonsti- 
lotion  bad  not  entrusted  any  part  .of  the  legisla-* 
lore;  and  that  the  effsEdng  of  areeerd,  stop* 
jog  the  course  of  justice,  aodsuspendiog  the 
aw  of  the  land,  were  among  the  hearieat 
c^g[e»  that  could  be  brought  against  the  most 
^dKtrary  despot. 

^  The  loni  mayor,  whose  illness  had  for  some 
dtji  retarded  this  sffair,  having  at  length  at- 
Icaded  in  his  place,  produced  the  charter,  and 
^1^  of  the  oaths  administered  to  the  city- 
^•mtrstes;  afler  which  he  said,  that  it  was 
^Meaths  cooM  not  have  acted  otherwise' than 

*  A  writer  in  the  puUie  prints  at  this  time, 
ttder  the  pstmesge  of  the  eari  of  Saadwieh. 
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who  diSiffed  finm  them.  That  piioseeii* 
tiona  of  this  nature  would  ooly  promoos 
the  sale  of  the  libels,  not  put  an  mid  t* 
the  practice,  as  was  seen  m  the  case  of 
Bingiey :  that  perhaps  it  might  be  difficult 
to  wtmd  a  pEosecution^for  publidring  thn 


be  didy  without  having  violated  his  oath  sn4 
bis  duty  ;  that  he  had  acted  in  defence  of  the 
laws  of  his  country,  which  were  manifestly  as* 
vaded ;  and  that  he  should  slways  glory  ia 
having  done  so,  let  the  oonseqoeaces  be  eg 
they  would.- 

<•  It  was  then  said,  that  the  privilegss  and 
practice  of  parliament  had  at^all  times  been  m- 
variably  the  same ;  that  the  only  qosstion  near 
was,  an  exemption  claimed  by  the  city  of 
London,  through  a  charter  derhed  ftom  the 
crown ;.  that  the  crown  could  convey  no  powti* 
through  that  charter,  which  were  not  inheiW 
in  itself^  and  that  it  had  no  power  over  the 
privileges  of  that  House^  That  their  privio* 
leges  were  a'ebeck-  upon  the  other  branches  et 
tk^  legisUtnre ;  that,  eoasequanlly ,  their  eaussr 
was  the  causeof  liberty,  and  of  the  people aS 
large;  and  if  tbe'powers  of  the  Commoatf 
were  weakened,  th^  ssearityto  libeity  wosdd 
be  equally  so« .  It  was  therefore  moved,  tbaS 
the  discharging  J^MiUer  from  the  cast^y  off 
the  mSssenger,  wasa  breach  of  privilege.        t 

*'  To  this  the  minority  objected,  lsmenlia||p 
the  condition  iatowhfcb4ne  House  was  brooghtjir 
by  their  listening  ts  every  iastdions  motmn,  ei^  ^ 
every  trifling  cause,  purposely  desiaaed  i# 


make  them  insts dments  of  the  pssskms  of  the 
court,  and  to  rendertbem  edk»|is,  by  eontisttsl 


contests  with  the  people.  That  the  I 
which  wss  tsken  up  by  the  House  with  ev 
much  levity  and-  wanionnem,  wouldr  be  pvo«i 
ductive  to  them  of--  the  most  serldus  eoase-> 
qoences.  That  many  of  the  essjority  seesMil 
sensible  of  the  hnprudeaee  of  the  fint  eem«< 
plamt ;  y et,^  when  it  was  in  their  poissr  to  fVf 
tract  deoeaf ly,  they  ebose  to  lenew  the  attaelv 
and  to  bring,  six  priaters  before  the  Hoose^ 
when  one  bad  proved  toe  many  Ibr  thenu 
That  the  dmignof  the  oeart  to  commhthie 
£[onse  of  ComoMBs  dadthe  city  of  London  Itt 
a  contest,  was  but  too  obvious.  Tbat,,haviaf 
given  inm  this  soars,  every  step  they  ad- 
vanced, their  situation  grew  worse.  Their 
psssions  were  inflamed  by  opposition ;  but  thaS 
they  shewed  at  least  ss  much  Weakness  as  viev 
lence  in  their  anger.  That  they  would  infalti*' 
hly  lose  that  privilege  they  osniended  for  wHh'' 
so  much  imprudence ;  a  privilege  which,  whilst 
it  is  exerted  with  a  coastitutional  spirit,  and  foi^ 
wise  purposes,  might  be  necessary ;  but,  when« 
once  grown  odious,  will  be  lost,  and  when  onew^ 
lost  cannot  berecovered. 

««Th^  said,  that  the  whote  prsceedhig' 
against  the  k>rd  mayor  bad  been  Titisted  from* 
the  beginmng,  by  refitting  to  hear  counsel  $) 
that  the  matter  ooold  not  therefore  be  decided* 
in  its  pressnt  state;  and  the  previous  questien* 
was  moved,  to^gife  the  House  tune^io  ^eviss^ 
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c« 


Speedies  of  members  of  jpafliament  which 
never  were  made,  and  tnerefore  were  no 
4)eeche8;  that  this  was  far  from  a  new 
practice,  having  been  authorized  by 
Charles  1^  whose  minister,  lord  Claren- 
doo»  had  made  speeches,  and  poblished 


tbeir  proceedings.  This  was,  however,  r^^eeted 
by  a  minority  of  idi,  ibe  numbers  beiag  only 
60  for  the  previoos  question,  to  973  that  were 
against  it.  The  first  resolotipn,  together  with 
the  iwo  foUowiog,  were  then  pasMd, — that  it 
was  a  breach  or  pri?itege  to  apprehend  the 
messenger  of  the  House  executing  his  war- 
nnt,  under  pcetenoe  of  an  assault;  and  that  it 
was  a  breaco  of  prifilese  to  bold  the  messenger 
to  bail  for  such  pretended  assault 

«*  It  was  then  proposed  to  proceed  against 
Mr.  Oliver,  who  was  also  a  member,  and  had 
been  refused  eoaosel  as  well  as  the  Ibrdnnayor : 
it  was  olgected,  that  it  was  then  near  one 
o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  that  no  court  of 
judicature  in  the  world  w<^ld  proceed  on  a  new 
trial  at  that  hour;   a  motion  was  therefore 


I  to  adjourn :  this  was  rritseted  by  a  great 
m^ority;  and  Mr.  QKvcr,  bemg  asked  what  he 
baa  to  say  in  bu  defence,  answered,  that  be 
•wned  and  gloried  in  the  iact  hud  tobis  eharge ; 
that  be  baew  no  justification  could  avert  the 
punisbfloent  that  was  intended  for  him ;  hewas 
eonsdous  of  having  done  bis  duty,  and  was  in- 
herent as  to  the  conseauenees ;  and,  as  he 
thought  it  in  vain  to  appeal  Is  jnstwe,  so  he  de- 
fied the  threaU  of  power. 
.  «<  It  was  then  mofed,  that  be  should  be  sent 
Is  the  Tower ;  great  beat  arose  upon  thisques- 
tien^  the  severest  censures,  not  without  threats, 
were  thrown  out;  above  thirty  gentlemen 
quitted  the.House  in  a  body,  with  declarations 
of  the  utmost  asperity.  Seme  of  those  who 
cnltivaled  an  interest  m  the  city  dechired,  that, 
without  regard  to  the  present  resolutions,  they 
would  now,  in  the  same  situation,  act  the  part 
^mt  Mr.  Oliver  did,  and  therefeie  they  should 
fU  be  sent  to  the  Tower  together.  Several  at- 
tempts were  made  from  the  other  side,  to  bring 
Ur.  Oliver  tu  a  snbmissien,  or  at  least  an  ac- 
knowledgment of  error,  thereby  to  gire  an  op* 
portunity  of  mitigating  the  punishment;  hot  he 
continued  inflezible,  declaring  that  he  bad  acted 
from  law  and  principle,  and  therefore  would 
never  suboiit  to  an  imputatioo  of  guilt  The 
question  for  his  bemg  sent  to  the  Tower  was  at 
length  put,  and  earned  by  170  to  38,  roost  of 
the  minority  bavins  before  quitted  the  House.  . 
•<  The  city  of  London  bad  taken  a  most 
active  and  sanguine  part  in  favour  of  its  ma- 
gisnrates  during  these  whole  transactk>ns.  A 
court  of  common  council  had  been  held  by  a 
locum-teneos  at  Guildhall,  by  which  puUto 
Shanks  in  writing  were  presented  to  the  lord 
mayor  and  the  two  aldermen,  for  baring  aup* 
ported  the  privileges  and  firaqohises  of  the  city, 
and  defended  our  ezoellent  constitation.  A 
flomniiaee  of  four  aldermen  and  eight  com* 
fiBonen  was  also  appeuHed,  to  assist  them  in 


than eamade by  membeia  of  patliament, 
merely  to  misrepresent  those  members: 
tiiat  the  practice  of  letting  the  consti- 
tuents know  the  parliamentary  behaviour 
of  their  representatives,  was  founded  on 
the  truest  principles  of  the  oonstitution. 


koe,  wiia  nmrucuoos  w  etn- 
as they  should  think  pro* 
lortant  oceaskMi,  and  powers 
ihamber  of  London  mr  mo- 


msikingtheirdefenee,  witbinstnietions  to  em- 
ploy such  counsel 
per  upon  this  important  i 
to  draw  upon  the  chamber  or  iiondon  lor  mo- 
ney. '  The  crowds,  wbieb  attended  .the  mnm- 
trates  upon  the  different  occasions  of  tbetr 
going  and  returning  from  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, were  amaaiiigly  great;  the  streets  from 
the  Mansion-bonse  to  Westminster  re- echoed 
with  shoots:  nothing  could  be  more  fiattering 
to  minds  eager  for  popularity,  than  the  aoela- 
mations  of  applause  and  ^dtude  which  they 
receired  upon  these  occasions ;  they  were  coo* 
sklered  as  sacrifices  to  public  libeity,  and  the 
lord  mayor  was  called  the  people's  friend,  the 
guardian  of  the  city's  right,  and -ef  the  liberties 
of  the  oatkm. 

*«  Two  days  after  the  connnitment  of  Mr. 
Oliver  to  the  Tower,  Ihe  lord  mayor  with  bis 
oommittee  attended  at  the  House  of  Commons 
to  receive  his  sentence;  tfaecrorwd  was  prodi- 
gioos,'and  great  irregularities  were  committed ; 
sereriil  genderoen  were  insulted  in  the  groeuest 
manner,  and  sonm  in  very  high  offiee  narrowly 
escaped  with  theu*  lives:  the  sherifls,  though 
attended  by  the  Westminster  justices,  and  an 
army^ConsUUes,  were  insufficient  to  pre- 
serve order;  snd  a  knowledge  that  the  guards, 
both  horse  and  foot,  had  been  preriously  pre- 
pared, and  were  ready  to  act,  if  called  upon, 
had  bnt  little  effect.  It  is  said,  that  some  vio- 
lent spirits  proposed  that  desperate  and  fotal  re- 
source of  calling  in  the  militsry ;  but  providen- 
tially k  happier  temper  prevailed  in  general. 
At  length  a  number  of  the  most  popular  g|vn- 
tlemen  came  out,  and  interfored  personally  in 
tbe  crowd,  and  having  taken  great  pains  to  re- 
monstrate with  the  pepple  upon  tbe  impropriety 
and  danger  of  their  conduct,  and  adjured  them, 
by  every  thing  that  was  dear  and  sacred  to 
them,  to  disperse  and  retire  to  their  res|iecti  ve 
homes,  they  succeeded  so  for,  as  to  persunde 
them  to  retire  to  a  greater  distance  from  tbe 
avenues  of  the  Bouse,  and  to  make  no  further 
disturbance. 

«<  The  confusion  and  disorder  was  however 
so  great,  that  it  was  ereaing  before  the  House 
oonld  proceed  to  businem.  Tbe  order  of  the 
day,  with  respect  to  the  lord  mayor,  being  then 
called  for,  most  of  the  principal  gentlemen  in 
tbe  opposition  declsied,  that,  as  he  was  not 
permitted  to  be  beard  by  counsel,  they  conai- 
dered  it  as  a  prohibition  of  justice ;  that  for  the 
same  reason  they  could  not  be  sufficiently  to. 
formed  of  the  strength  of  the  plea,  and  them* 
foro  they  would  not  stay  to  give  judgment  oa 
it ;  and  they  accordingly  quitted  the  Hoiiee. 
The  chief  magistrate  ssid,  that  be  kisfced  upon 
as  abeady  pnyndged,  and  would  tber^ 
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farpMkking  thg  Dtbaiei. 


ite  even  Mght  lo  know  the  particiibv 
votes  the?  gave  in  every  oaset  as  the  ooii» 
ititiicoCs  liM  DO  other  powers  over  their 
rqirawBtadFeB,  when  once  choaen,  hoi 
to  detenntne  whether  Ih^  were  proper  to 
kie-dectecL    .TlHitmisrepresentatioBaoJr 

lore  tM  Mlhieg^  to  whafr  ba  bad  bcfbra  argad 
lokiidcfcMe.  - 

**  U  WW  then  aaid,  that,  tboogh  bw  Crimea 
were  of  t  higher  nature  tbau  those  of  9£r. 
(nWerj^el  in  consideration  of  bit  ill  state  of 
hciltb,il(iioiird  only  be  roored  to  take  bim 
islB  Ae  costody  of  the  Serjeant  at  Arms. 
TUiiitended  fkvoor  was  otteriv  disclaim- 
d  fcjr  tbe  lord-mayor,  who  said,  be  wish- 
erf  ftr  Boae;  and  that,  wbaterer  sute  bit 
Mh  nigbt  be  in,  be  gloried  int  undergo- 
iif  the  Bune  fata  with  bis  friend.  Tbe 
BolioB  was  aceordingly  amended,  and  the 
qoettioD  for  bis  commitment  to  the  Tower 
cvried  bj  308  against  39.  The  populace  took 
In  boTMfl  from  the  coocb,  and  drew  it  to 
Teanle-ter,  tlloaf|;h  it  was  tben  midnight  | 
aad,  binof  eoooeifed  some  suspicion  of  the 
depfltjrficijcaat  at  Atom  who  attended  hirfr, 
vbtB  ibey  got  there  they  shut  the  gates,  and 
hfonaed  bis  lordship  that  his  company  bad 
bmdrawntotlieotmost  extent  of  their  booa* 
rfbtrici,  aad  that  they  must  now  immediately 
felOQt  The  chief  magistrate  comprehended 
tlie  fall  aleat  of  the  danger  they  were  in,  and 
pledged  bv  honour  that  the  gentlemen  with 
bin  were  bb  particular  friends,  who  were  to 
aooooipaay  bim  home;  upon  which  tb^  pro- 
OKded  tome  MaDsion- bouse  with  loud  huzzas. 
'*  The  ministry  had  been  frequently  attacked 
/or  direding  the  whole  weigbl  of  this  prosecu- 
toa  minst  two  only  of  the  magistrates,  while 
Ur.  Wilkes,  who  was  equally  concerned  with 
Ibcm,  aad  had  led  the  way  in  opposing  the 
cftdi  of  the  proclamatioo,  was  allowed  to  tri- 
vaph  in  his  contumacy.  They  were  repeat- 
edly asked,  Whether  tbey  considered  biro  as 
^wve  or  betow  the  law  P  whether  it  was  fear 
weaatempt  that  procured  an  impunity  torbim, 
io  t  cause  for  which  others  were  prosecuted 
vith  toeh  unremitted  violence ! 
,  *'  \i  seemed  indeed  that  they  were  very  can- 
tioDi  of  involving  themselves  with  that  gentle- 
nu.  He  had  been  ordered  to  attend ;  upon 
vbieb  be  wrote  a  letter,  directed  to  the  Speaker, 
te  DO  mHiea  had  been  taken  in  the  order  of 
^  being  a  oaeniiher,  and  that  bis  afttendanoe 
hid  Bet  bacn  dcaired  in  his  place,  both  of  which 
vera  bidi^cDsahly  neonmry ;  that  be  bow,  in 
tbe  name  of  his  constituents,  demanded  bis 
Kit  ia  paitiameot,  when  he  would  give  a  full 
detail  Ji  hia  conduct  in  this  transaction,  which 
vvnld  conaeqoefltly  amount  to  a  complete  jus- 
tifieation  of  it.  Thb  letter  waa  offered  to  the 
%eaker  in  the  Hotue,  by  a  member;  but, 
^ia  an  idea  of  iaibniiaMty,  after  occasioniog 
Ahag  debate,  it  was  neither  received,  norad- 
■itteitabaread.    Other  orders  were  issued 


A.D.  mi.    -       tw 

any  memiher  were  mfiimous,  hot  ought  to 
be  punished  legally  by  the  member  so  al( 
fectedy  and  not  by  the  hand  of  power  and 
weight  of  the  legislature,  whose  exercise 
of  powei^was  always  odious  and  oppres- 
sive. 


hrUi 


af  jrhifih  ha  took  no  ttotioas 


and,  al'leogtb,  a  fbw  daj^s  befbre  the  recess  at 
Eapter,  be  wal  ordered  to  attend*  on  the  8th  of 
April.  At  the  same  time,  knowing  that  be 
would  not  attend,  and  not  knowiog.  bow  to 
punish  bis  contumacy,  they  bad  got  into  a 
ifreat  difficulty  ;  and  no  expedient  occurred  for 
freeing  tbemselvea  from  it,  except  one,  that 
was  more  necessary  than  honourable.  The 
House  adjourned' itself  to  the  9th,  and  thua 
passed  over  the  day  appointed  for  Wilkes  to 
attend. 

*<  These  aroceediaga  in  thte  House  gave 
nearly  aa  little  satisfaction  to  those  who  took 
a  lead  in  them,  as  to  those  by  whom  they  were 
opposed.  It  was  said,  that  the  House  bad 
been  drawn  to  shew  a  disposition  to  tbe  use  o£ 
tbe  strongest  measures  in  support  of  their  pri- 
vileges ;  but  that  all  their  exertion  haO  tended* 
onty  10  lower  tbe  opinion  of  their  power  in  the 
estimation  of  tbe  world.  Their  comafianda 
were  not  followed  by  obedience;  their  menacea 
were  not  accompanied  by  terror;  thar  pu- 
nishments, by  being  marlu  of  honour  with  tbe 
people,  were  converted  into  rewards.  Tbey 
bad  indeed  committed  their  roembera  to  tbe 
Tower ;  hot  this,  extending  no  further,  seemed 
to  confine  their  power  to  their  own  walb :  some 
bad  been  bold  enough  to  aasert,  that  legally  it 
ought  to  go  no  farther ;  that  tbe^  tbemselvea 
bad  seemed  to  admit  the  same  thing,  in  prac- 
tice, since  tbey  suffered  themselves  to  be  in* 
suited  by  every  one  abroad  with  perfect  im« 
puntty. 

**  This  state  was  admitted  upon  both  sides. 
The  opposition  argued  from  thence,  that  thej 
oogbt  to  desist  as  soon  as  posstbte  from  tbe 
course  of  measures,  which  bad  bn^ught  them 
into  ibis  disgraceful  situation.  The  mihtstry, 
from  the  same  facts,  drew  a  diffeiient  conclu- 
sion. They  insisted,  that  they  ought  to  pur* 
sua  the  course  they  had  begun,  until  they  had 
obtained  a  complete  obedience  to  their  orders^ 
and  a  submissive  acknowledgment  of  their  un- 
doubted privileg^es.  This  latter  opinion  pre- 
vailed. A  special  commiasion  was  appointed 
by  ballet  (a  measure  which  had  not  been  taken 
for  a  long  time  on  any  occasion)  in  order  to  the 
assertion  and  support  of  their  dignity.  Great 
expectations  were  formed  of  a  committee,  thua 
solemnly  chosen  for  tbe  decision  of  such  im- 
porUnt  points,  so  very  strongly  controverts^. 
The  committee  sat  regularly  for  a  lonff  time. 
At  length,  when  they  came  to  make  that  re- 
port, on  which  the  public  attention  was  so  ear- 
nestly fixed,  it  amounted  rafter  an  historical 
deduction frointheir  Journals,  of  the  instaneaa 
m  whieb  the  House  bad  exerted  the  privilege 
of  apprehenaion  aad  imprisohmant)  to  no  raora- 
thanaracapunendatten  to  the  BouaSithitJ. 
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,  The  qimtion  being  put,  tbift  tbe  aeidi 
Papers  be  delivered  in  at  tfie  taUe,  the 
iiouse  diWded.    The  Yeas  went  forth. 
Tellers. 


} 
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V  *     f  Colonel  Onsiow- 
^*^®  JMr.  Dundas  -    - 

vr^^  f  Sir  William  »teredith  1  -- 
No«JMr.  Turner  .    .    .    J  ^^ 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affimative. 
And  the  said  papers  were  delivered  in  at 
the  table  accordingly;  and  several  para- 
graphs therein  were  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  R.  Thompson 
and.  J>  Wheble  do  attend  thi^  House  upon 
Monday  next* 

Feb^  19.  The  order  of  the  day  being 
lead,  for  the  attendance  of  R.  Thompson 
and  J.  Wheble ;  and  the  said  R.  Thomp- 
son and  J.  Wbeble  nQt  attending,  the 
messenger  to  whom  the  orders  of  the  8th 
instant  were  delivered^  being  called  upon 
to  give  an  account  of  the  service  thereof, 
acquainted  the  House*  that  he  had  served 
the  orders  of  the  said  8th  of  February,  for 
the  attendance  of  the  said  R.  Thompson 
and  J.^  Wheble,  upon  Monday  the  11th 
instant ;  but  that  he  had  not  served  them 
with  any  further  order  for  their  atten- 
dance, on  this  day. 

,  Colonel  George  Omlow  then  moved, 
i*  That  R.  Thomoson  not  having  attended 
this  House,  this  day,  In  obedience  to  the 
orders  of  this  House,  is  thereby  guilty  of 
a  contempt  of  this  House." 

It  was  immediately  objected,  that  the 
Printers  could  not  be  guilty  of  contempt 
of  an  order,  unless  they  had  been  served 
With  that  order,  which  would  suppose  the 
House  guilty  of  the  highest  injustice. 

On  the  other  band,  it  was  said',  that  this 
was  the  usual  method  of  proceeding ;  that 
BO  other  notice  was  ever  served  on  the 
person  ordered  to  attend,  except  the  first 
order,  and  that  from  that  day  the  person 
ao  summoned  was  supposed  to  be  there, 
and  not  to  be  dismissed  without  order  of 
the  House.    . 

However,  as  there  seemed  a  difference 
in  opinion  on  that  head,  Mr.  Onslow  said 
he  was  willing  to  withdraw  his  motion,  and 
make  another;  that  the  printers  be  or- 

if  iller  should  be  taken  into  custody.  Notliing 
was  done  in  coaseqaeaee  of  this  advice  of  the 
eommitlce.  The  oppositioii  threw  out  several 
bitter  sarcasms  on  this  miserable  result  of  all 
the  pveteoded  vigonr  of  the  ministry ;  and  thus 
•ndcd  this  loor-agiuted  and  vezatiottS  hosi- 
/^anniT  Rfgistfiv 


dtated  to*  attend  the  House  m  Thursday 
next. 

Mr.  XknodetwM^  and  the  gentlemen  in 
oppoettioni  would  not  snftr  the  first  mo- 
tion to  be  withdrawn.  They  said,  that  it 
had  been  contended  to  be  the  custom  ti 
pariiament,  not  to  give  notice  of  an  ad* 
journed  order  to  attend  the  HoOse ;  and 
as  it  woidd  be  the  highest  injustice  to  pu- 
nish  a  person  for  not  doing  what  he  did 
not  know  he  was  required  to  do ;  it  was 
necessary  to  put  an  absolute  negative  on 
the  first  motion,  to  shew  that  the  House 
renounced  the  practice  of  such  injustice. 

Lord  North  warmly  censured  Mr. 
Dowdeswell  for  insisting  upon  this  motion, 
which  he  said  was  a  petty  artifice  to  bring 
the  House  into  a  dilemma,  either  of  con- 
demning a  man  for  not  doine  what  he  had 
not  been  ordered  to  do/ or  declaring,  that 
a  man  who  had  been  ordered  to  attend, 
and  had  disobev^*  was  not  guilty  of  con« 
tempt.  To  defeat  this  attempt,  he  moved 
to  amend  the  motion,  by  leaving  out  all 
the  words  except  <<  That  R.  Thompson," 
and  adding,  in  their  stead,  *<  do  attend 
this  House  on  Thursday  next.'* 

On  this  the  House  divided.  The  Yeas 
went  forth. 

Tellers. 

"""iSSS^- : :  {« 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative* 
-  Ordered,  That  J.  Wheble  do  attend  this 
House,  at  the  same  time. 

Feb.  21,  The  several  orders  of  the  dar 
being  read,  for  the  attendance  of  R. 
Thompson  and  J.  Wheble;  and  they  not 
attending,  according  to  order,  the  mes- 
senger, to  whom  the  said  orders  were  de- 
livered, being  called  upon  to  give  an  ac- 
count of  the  service  thereof,  acouainted 
the  House,  That  he  went  to  die  nouse  of 
the  said  R,  Thompson  on  Tuesday  eve- 
ning last,  and  being  informed  br  hia  aer* 
vant,  that  he  was  not  at  home,  he  left  a 
copy  of  the  order  for  the  attendance  of  the 
said  R.  Thompson^  with  the  said  servant, 
and  desired  him  tp  give  the  same  to  his 
master  when  he  came  home ;  that  he,  the 
said  messenger,  went  again  on  Wednesday 
morning  to  the  house  of  the  said  U. 
Thompson,  and  was  again  informed  that 
he  was  not  at  home. 

The  said  messenger  dso  acquainted  the 
House^  that  he  went  en  Tueraay  eveninir 
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lot  to  Ae  boose  of  the  said  J.Wheble; 
that  be  wBfl  told  he  was  not  at  home,  but 
wai  expected  every  minute ;  that  he  waited 
at  the  bouse  of  the  said  J.  Wheble  some 
lime;  bat  he  not  returning^  he,  the  mes- 
senger, left  a  copy  of  the  order  for  the  at- 
tendance of  the  said  J.  Wheble  at  his 
booae,  and  desired  it  might  be  given  him 
on  bis  return ;  and  that,  on  calling  again 
on  Wedneiday  morning  at  the  house  of 
the  nid  JL  Wheble,  he  was  agam  informed 
that  be  WIS  Bot  at  home. 

The  ^^CT- then  observed,  that  as  the 
Joimls  did  not  take  sufficient  notice  of 
tk  method  necessary  to  be  taken,  in  cases 
flf  ooQteopt,  he  thought  proper  to  inform 
lie  Hooie  what  was  the  custom  in  th^ 
ctorts  below,  that  they  never  proceeded  to 
pomih  for  contempt,  till  they  were  certain, 
tbat  the  person  had  been  personally  Served 
with  their  (wder;  or  that  they  had  proper 
endeoce^  that  the  person  had  kept  out  of 
the  way  to  avoid  such  service ;  that,  in  the 
prneot  instance,  there  was  not  sufficient 
evideooe  of  either ;  he  therefore  wished, 
that  an  order  might  be  made  for  them  to 
attend  on  Thur^ay  next ;  and  that  the 
order  being  left  at  their  House,  should  be 
I  laffident  notice. 

After  some  altercation,  it  was  ordered, 
''llMt  R.  Thompson  and  J.  Whdile  do 
attend  this  House  upon  Tuesday  nmt. 

''That  the  service  of  the  said  order,  by 
Mng  a  copy  of  the  same  at  the  usiuu 
place  of  abode  of  the  said  R.  Thompson 
and  J.  Wheble  be  deemed  equal  to  per- 
sonal service,  and  be  good  service." 

Feb.  26.  The  several  orders  of  the  day, 
for  the  attendance  oif  R.  Thompson  and  J. 
^I^ieble,  beinff  read;  and  the  said  R. 
Thonmson  and  J.  Wheble  not  attending, 
according  to  order,  the  messenger,  to 
whom  the  said  orders  were  defivered, 
bong  called  upon,  to  give  an  account  of 
^  service  thereof,  acquainted  the  House, 
^  be  went  to  the  house  of  the  said  J. 
^le»  in  Patemoster*row,  on  Thurs- 
day evening  last;  and  being  informed  by 
^servant  that  he  was  not  at  home,  he 
^^^  tbe  said  servant  the  original  order 
fctthe  attendance  of  the  said  J.  Wheble, 
"« left  a  copj  thereof  with  the  said  ser- 
l^t,  and  desired  him  to  give  the  same  %o 
™a  master  when  he  caitie  home ;  which 
ueaaid servant  proimsed to  do. 

The  laid  inessenger  also  acquainted  the 
^,  That  he  went  to  the  house  of  the 
!**  R.  Thompson,  In  Newgate-street,  on 
^^^uaday  evening  last;  that  he  was  told 


he  was  not  at  home;  and  Aat  then  he 
shewed  the  original  order  for  the  attend* 
ance  of  the  said  R.  Thompson  to,  and  left 
a  copy  diereof.  with,  his  servant,  and  de«^ 
sired  oim  to  give  the  same  to  his  master  z 
which  he  likewise  pomised  to  do.  • 

A  motion  was  made,  •«  That  the  nid^ 
John  Wheble  be,  for  his  contempt,  in  not 
Obeying  the  order  of  this  House,  for  his. 
attendance  on  the  House  this  day,  Uike& 
into  the  custody  of 'the  Serjeant  at  Arm^;' 
or  his  deputy,  attending  this  House.^'       ' 

This  was  opposed,  as  vindicating  a  tfiaU 
ter  bad  in  itself,  and  impolitic  in  the  pre- 
sent situation  of  afiirs,  wh6n  every  viV 
lent  exercise  of  power  met  with  die  detest 
tation  of  all  good  men ;  that  those  poweiv, 
of  the  House  to  punidr  had  been  usurped 
by  the  Hoiise  at  tunes  when  they  were 
principally  made  use  of  to  preserve  the  in- 
dependence of  it  from  the  crown,  and  at 
a  time  when  the  short  duration  of  pariia- 
ments  made  that  power  less  dreadea  tiiaa 
the  preseDt«*«»The  short  answer  was,  tfaor 
the  House  having  made  the  efder,  it  must 
be  vindicated. 

The  House  divided.  The  Teas  went' 
forth.  ■ 

Tellers. 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative.! 
A  similar  order  was  made  with  xegaid  to 
R.  Thompson. 

Lia  of  the  MlmrUy. 

Bernard,  sir  Rob. 
Bailev,  N'.  esq. 
Barre^  caloiiel 
Brett,  sir  Pieroy 
Borke,  W. 

Dowdcswcll,rtib.W. 
Diraotog,  J. 
Clayton,  sir  Rob. 
Cornwall,  C.W. 
Jenaiogs,  eolooel 


.  r,J. 
Oliver,  R. 
Standsfft,  f. 
Ssvile,  sir  Oeorga 
Tarper,  Charks 
Whitwortb,  R. 
Wray,  sir  Cecil 


Sawbridge,  aid. 
Tbwashead,  aid. 


March  4.  The  deputy  Seijeant  at  Arms; 
being  caDed  upon  to  g^  an  account  of 
the  service  of  tne  orders  of  the  House  of 
Tuesday  last,  for  taking  into  custody  John; 
Wheble  and  R.  Thompson,  acquainted., 
the  House,  that,  though  he  had  been  9m^i 
veral  times  at  their  sespective  houses^  and* 
had  made  difigeet  search  after  tfiem.  in . 
order  to  take  them  itato  custody,  he  had 
not  yet  been  v^\tXo  meet  with  dtheroi^ 
tfienur- 
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On  the  motiMi  of  Colonel  Onalow,  k 
was  resolved.  That  an  humble  Address  be 
presented  to  his  Majestjr,  that  jie  will  be 
graciously  pleased  to  issue  his  royal  pro- 
Glamation,*forapprehending  the  said  John 
Wheble  and  R.  Thompson,  with  a  pro* 
mise  of  reward  for  the  same. 

March  12.  Colonel  Onslow  finding 
bimself  disappointed  in  his  attemnt  to  pu- 
nish the  two  printers,  rose  this  day  in  his 
place,  and  said  he  had  three  irace  of 
printers  more.  He  then  made  complaint 
to  the  House,  of  the  printed  news-paper, 
intittded,  .The  Mombg  Chronicle,  and 

*  The  foUowiog  is  a  copy  of  the  ProcUroa- 
Ikm,  from  the  London  Oasette,  of  March  9. 

'<  By  the  £mo.  A  Proclamation,  for 
apprefaendiog  John  WbeUe  and  R. 
Thompson. 

**  GsoaoB  R. 
«« Whereas  en  the  8(b  day  o^  February  InC, 
eomplaint  hein|^  made  to  the  House  of  Gom- 
rnoDB  of  the  printed  newspaper,  entilled,  The 
Gazetteer  and  New  Daily  Adfeitiser,  Fii-^ 
day,  February  8, 1771,  printed  for  R.  Thomp- 
■on;  and  also  of  the  printed  newspaper,  enti- 
tled, The  Middlesex  Journal,  or  Chronicle  of 
Libert?,  from  Tuesday,  February  5,  to  Thurs- 
day, February  7, 1771,  printed  for  J.  Wheble, 
as  misrepresenting  the  Speeches,  and  rcfliBet- 
ing  on  several  of  the  members  of  the  said 
Bouse,  in  contempt  of  the  order,  and  in  breach 
of  the  privilege  or  the  said  House ;  it  was  or- 
dered, that  the  said  J.  Wheble  and  R.  Thonp- 
son  should  attend  the  said  House  of  Commons  ; 
and  they  not  hartng  obeyed  the  said  order,  it 
was  thereupon  ordmd,  .by  the  said  House  of 
Commons,  that  the  said  J.  Wheble  and  R. 
Thompson  should  be  taken  into  the  custody  of 
the  Serieant  at  Arms  attending  the  said  House, 
or  his  dtoputy.  And  whereas  the  said  deputy 
aeneant  bafing  informed  the  House,  that  he 
had  net  been  able  te  meet  with  the  said  John 
Wheble  and  R.  Thompson,  or  either  ef  them, 
though  he  had  been  several  times  at  their  re- 
■pecbre  hooMs,  and  bad  made  diligent  search 
after  them,  to  take  them  into  custody,  an  hum- 
ble address  bath  been  presented  to  us  by  the 
Imigbts,  eitizena,  and  burgesses,  and  the  eom- 
inissioaers  for  shires  and  burghs,  in  pariUunent 
aasembled,  that  we  would  be  graciously  pleased 
to  issue  our  royal  proclamation,  for  apprahend* 
iBf  the  said  John  Wheble  and  R.  Thompson, 
with  a  promise  of  a  reward  for  the  same :  we 
hare  thought  fit,  by  and  with  the  advice  of  our 
yrivy  eoundt,  to  issue  this  our  royal  procla- 
natiou,  herebjr  requiring  and  commanding  all 
enr  loving  subjects  whatsoever  to  discover  and 
•Mvehend,  or  cause  the  saU  John  Wheble  and. 
H,  Thompson,  or  either  of  them,  to  be  disco- 
vered and  apprehended,  and  to  carry  him  or 
Ihem  bcftte  some  of  our  jnstiocs  of  the  peace. 


London  Advertiser,  fiftonday,  Mirch  4y 
177i|  prmted  for  William  WoodCall;  The 
St.  James's  Chronicle,  or  British  Evening 
Post,  from  Thursday,  March  7f  to  Satur- 
day March  9,  1771,  printed  by  Henry 
Baldwin;  The  London  Packet,  or  New 
Evening  Post,  from  Wednesday,  February 
27,  to  Friday  March  1, 1771.  printed  for 
T.  Evans ;  The  Whitehall  Evening  Pool, 
from  Thursday,  February  28,  to  Saturday, 
March  2,  1771»  printed  and  sdd  by  T«. 
Wright;  The  General  Evenimj^  Foefc 
(London)  from  Thursday,  Mar(£  7,  ta 
Saturday,  March  9,  1771,  sold  by  S. 
Bladon ;  and  The  Ix>ndon  Evening  Pool, 

or  chief  magistrates,  of  the  county,  town,  or 
place,  where  be  or  they  shall  be  apprebended,^ 
who  are  respectively  reouired  to  secure  the  said 
John  Wheble  and  R.  Thompson,  and  thereof 
give  speedy  notice  to  one  of  onr  principar secre- 
taries of  state,  to  the  end  he  or  they  may  be 
forth-coming,  to  be  deiilt  withaPand  proceedetf 
against  according  to  law.  And  for  the  pre* 
vention  of  an  escape  of  the  said  John  Wbelriw 
and  R.  Thompson,  or  either  of  them,  ialo  parte 
bejrond  the  seas,  we  do  require  and  demand  all' 
our  officers  of  the  customs,  and  other  our  offi- 
cers and  subjects  of  and  ip  our  respective  porta 
and  maritime  towns  and  places  within  our 
kingdom  of  Great  Britain,  that  they,  and  every 
of  them,  in  their  respective  places  and  stations, 
be  careful  and  diligent  in  the  examination  of 
all  persons  that  shall  (mss  or  endeavour  to  pasa- 
beyond  the  sess ;  and  if  they  shall  discover  the 
said  John  Wheble  and  R.  Thompson,  or  either 
of  them,  then,  to  cause  him  or  tnem  to  be  ap- 
prehended and  secured,  and  give  notjce  theraof 
u  aforesaid.  And  we  do  hereby  strictly  charge 
and  command  all  onr  loving  suMects,  ss  they 
trill  answer  the  contrary  at  their  perils,  that 
they  do  not  any  ways  conceal',  but  do  discover 
him  or  them,  the  said  John  Wheble  and  R. 
Thompson,  to  the  end  he  or  Ibey  may  be  ae- 
cursd.  And  for  the  encourageaieat  ef  all  por- 
sous  to  be  diliffent  and  careful  in  enideavonriii|f 
to  discover  ana  apprehend  the  said  John  Whe- 
ble and  R.  Thompson,  we  do  hereby  further 
declare,  that  whosoeTer  shall  discover  and  ap- 
prehend the  said  John  Wheble  and  R.  Thomp- 
son, or  either  of  them,  within  three  weeks  from 
the  date  hereof,  and  shall  bring  him  or  thenit 
the  said  John  Wheble  and  R.  Tbompioo,  be- 
fore  some  justice  of  the  peace  or  cbia  magia* 
trate  as  aforesaid,  shall  have  and  receive,  aa  a 
reward  for  the  discovery,  apprehending,  and 
bringing  the  said  John  Wheble  and  R.  Tboihp- 
son,  or  either  of  them,  before  such  justice  of 
the  peace  or  chief  mogistrate  as  sforesaid,  the 
sum  of  60/.  for  each;  which  our  commis- 
sioners of  our  treasury  are  hereby  required  and 
directed  to  pay  accordingly. 

<«  Given  at  Uur  court  at  St.  James's  the  ath 
day  of  March,  1771,  in  the  11th  year  of  our 
re^.    Goo  save  the  Koio.'* 
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fpBm  Tlaraday,  March  7,  to  Saturday 
March  9,  1771»  printed  tor  J.  MOler; 
as  coatainii^  the  Debates,  and  misrepre- 
sentiDgtbe  Speeches  of  several  of  the  mem* 
beis,  of  this  House,  in  contempt  of  the 
ordm,  and  in  breach  of  the  privilege,  of 
tfaii  House.     He  then  moved,  <*  That  the 

K,  intitiiled.  The  Mominff  Ghro- 
aad  Londfan  Advertiser^  Monday, 
Mardi  i»  1771 » printed  for  William  Wood^ 
M,  be  delivered  in  at  the  taUe  and  read.'' 
TheoiinoriU'  opposed  this  with  great 
earaeitBesB:  they  wished  the  ministry  to 
coiukler,  that  they  had  already  attempted 
to  puaish  two  printers  who  had  hitherto 
cUed  their  vigQance,  and  probably  would 
A  the  end  gain  a  victory  over  the  House; 
tbst  the  honour  and  dignity  of  parliament 
should  never  be  committed  on  so  slight  a 

Sound  as  that  of  a  general  order ;  that  the 
ouse  ought  to  consider  well  before  it 
took  the  fint  step,  as  on  that  depended  the 
whole  success ;  that  the  speeches  printed, 
were  no  disgrace  to  the  members  for  whom 
they  were  made,  and  as  those  members 
did  not  nake  any  particular  complaint  of 
the  injories  done  tnem,  the  House  in  ge- 
neial  had  no  reason  to  take  it  up ;  that 
msny  of  the  papers  were  disguised  with 
Uanksy  disguised  names,  &c.  which  the 
House  were  not  yet  enabled  to  fill  up ; 
that  the  whole  news-writers  in  every  part 
of  EngUund,  were  liable  to  the.  same  prose- 
cutions, and  their  nmnber  was  near  200 ; 
if  all  were  prosecuted,  what  possible  iijne 
could  the  House  have  to  do  any  othdr  bu- 
sineas,  than  that  of  indulging  the  hon. 
gendeman's  inclination  for  persecution; 
that  he  bad  something  the  appearance  of 
the  character  of  sir  Gregory  Gazette  in 
the  play,  whose  passion  for  newspapers 
made  him  exclaim,  **  What  100  newspa- 
pers in  one  day !"  that  this  was  attackme 
a  hive  of  beea  or  an  hydra,  who  would 
sprout  100  heads  for  one  cut  off.  How- 
ever, the  House  divided.  The  Yeas  went 
forth. 

TeUen. 

So  it  was  resdved  in  the  affirmative. 
I  And  the  said  paper  was  delivered  in  at  the 
table  accordingly ;  and  several  paragraphs 
therein  were  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  William  Wood- 
fidl  do  attend  this  House  upon  Thursday 


Colonel  Onslow  then  moved,  lliat  tto 
paper,  intituled,  **  Tlie  St.  James's  Ctro* 
nicle,  or  British  Evening  Post,  from  Thurs* 
day,  March  7,  to  Sathrday,  March  9, 
1771,''  printed  by  Henry  Baldwb,  be  de- 
livered m  at  the  table  and  read. 

The  House  divided.  The  Yeas  wenr 
forth.  * 


Tellers. 


YEAa 


Noes 


$  Sir  ^oger  Newdigf^  -  > 
<Mr.JpDi&    ...    -5 


lie 


ST 


<  Mr.  Turner  -    - 

<  Mr.  Byng     •    - 

So  it  was  resolved  m  the  affirmative. 
And  the  said  paper  was  delivered  in  at  the 
table  accordingly ;  and  several  paragraphs 
therein  were  read ;  among  others  the 
fdlowing:  <<  Jeremiah  Weymouth,  tha 
d  n  of  the  kingdom,  spoke  as  foI« 


lows  :** 

Colonel  BarrSf  to  shew  the  futility  and 
ridiculousness  of  the  proceeding,  moved, 
**  That  Jeremiah  Wejrmouth,  the d  .n 

of  this  kingdom,  is  not  a  member  of  this 
House."  The  ministry  could  not  well  say 
that  he  was,  but  that  everr  person  under- 
stood well  who  was  meant  by  it,  and  there- 
fore moved  the  previous  question.  On 
which,  the  House  divided.  The  NoM 
went  forth. 


Yeas 


Noes 


Tellers. 

K  Colonel  Barr6    -  • 

€  Captain  Phipps  -  - 

<Mr.  Edmonstone  - 

<  Colonel  Onslow  -  • 
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So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

Then  (I r.  Onslow  and  colonel  Barr£^ 
rising  to  speak,  and  Mr.  Speaker  having 
called  upon  Mr.  Onslow,  as  being  first  in 
his  eye ;  but  it  beinff  insisted  upon,  that 
colonel  Barr6  was  nrst  up,  and  therefore 
had  a  right  to  speak^  first  ;^a  motion  was 
made,  and  the  question  being  proposed, 
Tliat  Mr.  Onslow  not  being  first  up  do  now 
speak; 

And  9n  Ainendment  bdng  proposed  by 
Mr.  Dyson  tp  be  made  to  the  said  pro- 
posed question,  by  leavinff  out  the  worda. 
<<  not  being  first  up'^  and  inserting  'tht 
words  **  to  whom  the  Speaker  has  pomted^ 
and  whom  the  Speaker  has  declared,  to 
have  been  first  in  tiis  eye ;'' 

The  House  was  moved,  That  the  entry 
in  the  Journals  of  the  House,  of  the  24 
of  May  1604*,  relating  to  sir  Richard  Leve^ 
son  and  sir  Francis  Hastings,  might  b^ 
read.  And  the  same  being  read  accord- 
ingly ;  a  motion  was  made,  a&d  th^  que»> 
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tion  being  put,  That  the  Hoofle  4o  now 
^djoaro.  The  House  dinded.  The  Noes 
ireat  forth. 

Teflersi 
i,         5  Sir  Wifliaih  Mdredith  -  >     -^ 
Y*"    iMr.Byng     .    .    -    -5     ^ 

NO-  It^c^r : :  :l  "♦ 

So  it  passed  in  the  negatiTe. 

llien^e  said  proposed  question,  toge- 
ther wit)i  the  Amendment,  was  wjth  leave 
of  tile  Ho'use  withdrawn. 

The  consequence  txf  this  motion,  if  ear- 
ned, would  hare  been,  that,  on  all  future 
occurrences  of  the  like  nature,  the  Spea- 
ker would  have  an  uncoutrouled  power  of 
throwing  the  debates  into  what  hands  he 
pleased,  which  would  have  been  produc- 
tive of  the  very  worst  conseauences  to  the 
Ireedoffl  of  debate.  Colonel  Luttrell  said, 
that,  in  his  opinion,  the  Speaker  had,  and 
ought  to  have,  such  a  power :  he  therefore 
should  vote  for  no  restrictions  on  hitn. 
By  this  time,  the  minority  saw  that  no  stop 
could  be  put  to  the  career  of  the  ministry, 
but  by  employing  the  order  of  the  House 
in  creating  the  delays;  they  therefore 
njoved  the  following  series  of  adjournments 
and  amendments. 

Mr.  Colonel  Onslow  then  moved,  That 
the  said  Heniy  Baldwin  dq  attend  this 
HoisBe  upoDf  Thursday  next :  and  a  mo- 
tion beitig  nmde,  T7»t  the  Housd  do  now 
'  adjourn.'  The  House  divided.  The  Noes 
weht  forth.  -    • 


tEJiS 


Noes 


Tellers. 

^  Mr.  Dempster    -  - 

c  Colonel  Jennings  - 

J  Mr.  Cocks    -    .  - 

cMr.  Penton  -    -  - 
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So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 
Then  the  main  question,  being  put,  the 
llouse  divided.    The  Yeas  went,  forth. 
Tellers. 

»■"■  IJjr'cS;^?'. :  :i  «« 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative; 

Colonel  Onslow  moved.  That  the  paper» 
intituled,  <«  The  London  Packet,  or  New 
Evening.  Post,*'  from  Wednesday,  Fe- 
bniary  27,  to  Friday,  March  1,  1771, 
printed  for  T.  Evans,  be  delivered,  in  at 
|h^  table  and  read;. the  Hpuse  divided* 
Th#Xea|weutforA.. 


Tellers. 

Ji""  it-.SZ'. : :  :i  « 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

And  the  said  paper  was  deliveredinatthe 
table  accordingly ;  and  several  pangraphs 
therein  were  read. 

A  qaotion  was  made,  and  the  Question 
bemg  put,  That  the  House  do  now  ad- 
journ; die  House  divided.  The  Noei 
went  forth. 

Tellers. 

v»  A  «    J  Sir  Robert  Clayton  -    •  >     oa 
^"'    <  Sir  Joseph  Mawbey     -  $    ^ 

^^**    IcaJtain^jInkiLon  I    Ij     ^ 

So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

Then  a  motion  was  made,  and  the  qaes« 
tion  being  proposed.  That  Thomas  Evans 
do  attend  this  House  upon  Thursday 
morning  next :  a  motion  was  made,  ana 
the  question  being  put,  that  the  House  do 
now  adjourn;  the  House  divided.  The 
Noes  went  forth. 

Tellers. 

^■"  \m.^^. : :  :i  « 

,  So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

Then  an  Amendment  was  proposed  to 
be  made  to  the  said  proposed  questiofa^  by 
leaving  out  the  word  <  next.^  And  the 
question  being  put.  That  the  word  *  next/ 
stand  part  or  the  said  proposed  question ; 
the  House  divided,  .  The  Yeas  went  forth. 
Tellers. 

N-  iKwayf^r :  :  .1  ^« . 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

A  motion  was  made,  and  the  questiotf 
being  pot,  that' the  House  do  now  ad> 
journ;  the  House  divided.  The  Noe& 
went  forth. 

Tellers. 

v<*  A  Q  $  Sir  J.  Pennytiian     -    -  >.  i  o 
**^*?Mr.  Alderman  Oliver  .$   ^"^ 

So  it  passed  in  the  negative.  > 


81]  Jw  fMulmg  the  Ddaiei. 

TbenaooCber  Amendment  being  pro- 
posed Co  be  made  to  the  said  proposed 
question,  by  addmg  at  the  end  thereof, 
ue  words  **  together  with  all  his  compo- 
aton,  pressmen,  correctors,  blackers,  and 
devils :"  a  motion  ivBs  made,  and  the  ques- 
tion being  pot,  that  the  House  do  now 
adjourn ;  the  House  divided.  The  Noes 
went  forth. 

Tellers.     ^ 
cBfcWbitworth  -    • 


(Mr,  Mauger 


U 


Thea  the  question  being  put, 

his  compositors. 
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that  the 


j^c  Mr.  Morton-    -    - 

^^"^mr.Sloane   -    -    - 

So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

Tlien  the  question  bein 
wrds,  «*  together  with  all 
pressmen,  correctors,  blackeiii,  and 
devils,*'  be  added  to  the  said  proposed 
question;  the  House  divided,  llie  Yeas 
went  forth. 

Tellers. 

?Mr.  W.  Burke   -    • 

Nn»«  $  8*'  Brownlow  Cust  - 
°'*?  Col.  Onslow       -    . 
So  it  psssed  in  the  negative. 

Then  the  previous  question  beine  pro- 
posed, that  toe  said  proposed  question  be 
DOW  put:  a  motion  was  ifiade,  and  the 
question  being  Dut,  that  the  House  do 
DOW  sdjoum ;  the  House  divided.  The 
Noes  went  forth. 

TeUers. 

YvAQ  S^o^*  Jennings     - 

'^'?Sir  W.Meredith 

NoEsJ^J^-^onway.    - 

<Mr.  Croftes  -    - 
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So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

Then  the  previous  question  being  put, 
tbat  the  said  proposed  question  be  now 
pat;  the  House  divided.    The  Yeas  went 

forth. 

Tellers. 

Yeas  $^'- Cooper  "    -    ' 

<  Mr.  Norton  -    -    « 

^kJ^'-S"''®  -  -  - 

<  Mr.  Turner  -    •    - 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  afiirmative. 

Then  the  main  question  being  put,  that 
^||<Kn&s  Evans  do  attend  this  House. upon 
*"^Tsdayinoming  next;  the  House  di- 
The  Yeas  went  forth. 

Tellers. 
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Ygy^glMr.  Onslow  -, 
<  Mr.  Gascoyne 
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So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 
A  motion  was  made,  and  the  questioa 
bemg  proposed,  that  the  paper,  intitled. 
«The  WhitehaU  Evening  Post,  from 
Thursday,  February  28,  to  Saturday. 
March  2,  1771,"  printed  and  sold  by  T. 
Wright,  be  delivered  in  at  the  table,  and 
read ;  a  motion  was  made,  and  the  ques« 
tion  being  put,  that  the  House  do  now 
adjourn;  the  House  divided.  The  Noes 
went  forth. 

Tellers. 
Yeas  jSjrR. Clayton   -    - 
i  Sir  J.  rennyman    - 

^°"?  Mr.  Stephens     -    - 
^    So  it  passed  in  the  nesative. 

Then  the  question  being  put,  that  the 
said  paper  be  delivered  in  at  the  table, 
and  read ;  the  House  divided.  The  Yeas 
went  forth. 

Tellers. 

v»AB  5^'*  Sloane  -    - 
"^^  jMr.Brickdale   - 

Noes  $  Mr.  Turner  -    - 

^^^^Mr.Whitworth- 
So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 
And  the  said  paper  was  delivered  in  at 
the  table  accordingly ;  and  several  para- 
graphs therein  were  read.  And  a  motion 
being  made,  and  the  question  being  pro« 
posed,  that  Thomas  Wright  do  attend  thii 
House  upon  Thursday  morning  next :  and 
the  previous  question  being  put,  that  that 
question  be  now  put;  the  House  divided. 
The  Noes  went  forth. 

Tdlers.' 

Y»AQ  $^^*  ^"c®      -    - 
"^*  jMr.BuIler    -    - 

Nous  $  ^^^'  Jennings     - 
^^*®  J  Mr.  Turner  -    - 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Then  the  main  question  being  put,  that 
Thomas  Wright  do  attend  this  House  upon 
Thursday  mornhig  next;  the  House  di« 
vided.    The  Yeas  went  forth. 

Tellers. 

Y-A«  S^-ord  Burghersh 
^^^'^^^  ?  Mr,  Cooper  .    - 

xrr*»«  i  Sir  Cecil  Wray  - 
N^=«  ?  Mr.  W.  Burke   - 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

A  motion  was  made,  and  the  question 
being  proposed,  that  the  paper,  iatituledj 
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♦^Ttedeneral  Evening  Post  (London) 
from  Thursday,  March  7,  toSkturday, 
Marefi  9,  1771/*  wjd  by  S.  Wadon,  be 
delivered  in  at  the  table,  and  read ;  a  mo- 
tion was  made,  and  the  question  being 
put,  that  the  House  do  now  adjourn ;  the 
Houae  divided.    The  Noes  went  forth. 


Tellers. 

Mr.  Barrow  -    • 
Mr.  Mauger  •    ' 


to 


Yeas  J 

So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

Then 'the  said  paper  was  delivered  m  at 
the  tabl^,  and  several  paragraphs  therein 
were  read. 

A  motion  was  made,  and  the  question 
being  put,  that  Samuel  Bladon  do  attend 
this  Hpuse  upon  Thursday  next ;  the 
House  divided.    The  Yeas  went  forth. 

TelleM. 

^"■iSJigXE?:::]" 

So  it  Ivas  resolved  in  the  affirmiitive. 

And  iie  paper,  intituled^  <«  TheXondon 
Eveniag  Petft»  from  Thursdi^,  Miirch  7, 
|o  Saturday,  Miurch  9,  1771|*'  printed  for 
J.  Miller,  was  delivered  in  at  the  table; 
aod  aeveral  para^phs  therein  were  read. 

A  motion  was  niade,  and  tte  question 
being  put,  that  Joim  Miller  do  attend  this 
House  upon  Thumday  mormng  nei&t;  the 
Houae  divided.    The  Yeas  went  forth. 

TeUMw. 

"^*  jMr.Hanmer 

xr^.  K  Sir  Cecil  Wray 
^^^^^MnW.Burtaf 
So  it  was  vesdved  in  the  aJBrmative. 

The  House  divided  23  times, '  and  did 
iK>t  aidjonm  tiH  four  in  tfie  morning. 

March  14.    The  order  of  the 
read'Ibr  the  attendance  of  William 'W< 
fall,  a  motion  was  made  that  the  said  order 
be  discharged. 

It  j^aaurged,  that  this  day  was  fixed  for 
the '  East-India  business,  an  afiir  of  die 
"Utmost  consequence ;  that  the  House  was 
prepared  with  nnmben  ready  to  attend 
thataffiiir;  that  the  session  grew  short; 
and,  if  we  were  perpetually  to  be  arouaed 
inth  the  ridicnloos  prejudices  of  particidar 
nen  againat  these  poor  printers^  tMo  busi- 


ness  of  consequence  could  be  i 
with ;  that  die  measure  was  rididulonsln 
thehffthest  degree.  The  House  divided. 
The  Yeas  went  forth. 

Tellers. 
;  Mr.  Aid.  Townshend 


^"®i  Sir  Robert  Clayton 
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So  it  tfassed  in  the  ne^ve. 

And  the  House  beincmformed/that  tbs 
said  WiUiam  Woodfall  did  not  attend; 
the  messenger,  to  whom  the  order  of 
Tuesday  last  was  delivered,  being  called 
upon,  to  give  an  account  of  the  service 
thereof,'  acquainted  the  House,  that  he 
went  to  the  house  of  the  said  W.  Wood- 
fall  ;  and  being  informed,  that  he  was  then 
in  custody  of  the  Blaclc  Rodattendii^  the 
House  of  Peers,  he  left  la  copy  of  the 
order  with  the  wife  of  the  said  W.  Wood- 
fall;  and  that  he  (the  messenger]  has 
since  heM,  that  the  said  ^.  Woodfali  is 
now  in  custody  at  the  House  of  Lbrds. 

Then  die  order  of  ithe  day  for  die  attend- 
ance Of  HenPjT  Baldwin  heSng  read ;  a  mo- 
tion was  made.  That  he  be  now  called  in 
to  the  bar:  and  the  previous  question 
being  put,  That  that  questioa  be  now  put ; 
The  House  divided.  The  Noes  went  forth. 
Tellers. 

Yrar  S®*^  ^^^y  Hoghton  -  ?  ,iQ 
^^^*  I  Sir  Alexander  Gflmour-J  ^^^ 

So  It  was  reso^ed'in  the  tiffirmfttive. 

Then  the  said  Henry  Baldwin  was  called 
in;  and4he  complaint  was  veadto  him. 

And  he  having  said,  that  he  was  not 
guilty  ciihe  said  charge;  several  wit* 
nesses  were  ezamioed,  iu  support  of  tbs 
charge. 

The  evidence  against  him  consisted  of 
a  person  employed  by  tlie  Treasury,  to 
purchase  every  morning  and  evening  a 
certain  ibumberof  newspapers  of  Uie  pob* 
lishers,  diat  he^tnay  be  able  to  be  an  evi- 
dence against  them,  and  for  wdiich  service 
he  had  Qs.  ed^  a  week.  The  other  was 
one  Harris,<^the  Stamp  office,  who  proved 
the  identity.  Oa  this  evidence  awoe  he 
was  found  guilty  by  the  House,  w;]ico»  hi 
reality,  Botaiii^  was  {>roved  a^unsthin^ 
but  the  fact  of  publishing.  The  minority 
apprehended  be  ought  to  have  been  ac- 
quitted. Ist,  Because  no  evidence  ap- 
peared to  prove  the  ptMication  of  the  &* 
bates.    My,  Because  misrepresedtiog  the 
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speechei  of  the  membeni  k  not  a  crime 
Agaimt  the  general  re^Ql^tion.  Sdly,  Be- 
cause OD  hia  trial  no  specific  charge  was 
made  agaloat  him ;  the  blanks  were  not 
filled  up;  the  innuendoa  expIiMoed.  On 
the  cootraTj,  when  the  Hoase  was  moved 
the  day  beftre,  ^<  That  Jeremiah  Wey- 
mouth, es^  the  d n  of  this  countrVi  is 

not  a  memher  of  (he  House  ;'*  ( which,  if 
deiued  voold  have  been  a  specific  charge) 
it  was  oot  agreed  to  bv  the  House.  4thly9 
Tbat  this  bnd  of  evidence  would  not  have 
coodeoqed  the  man  in  apy  other  court  of 
jostice  i^  any  part  of  the  WQrld. 

Mr.  Baldwin  waa  then  beard  in  his  de- 
ftooe.  After  which  it  was  (nove4  '*  That 
the  said  Henry  Baldwin,  in  having  printed 
in  a  newt-paper,  the  debates,  and  misre- 
proented  the  speedies  of  several  of  the 
membeiB  of  this  Housei  is  guilty  of  a 
breach  of  the  privilege  of  this  House/' 
The  Hooae  divided.  The  Yeas  went 
forth. 

Tellers. 

v.^.JI^^^'^Burgherah    -    -  ?  qo 
**^*  ?  Sir  Sampson  Gideon  -  J   ^ 

«-lSr:S"r  : '--  i"" 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Then  the  said  Henry  Baldwin  was  again 
caned  in;  and  Mr.  Speaker  acquainted 
him  with  the  said  resolution.  And  he 
coofessedy  he  was  sorry  for  the  trouble  he 
had^ven  the  House ;  and  that  if  it  was  the 
^ioiOD  of  the  House,  that  he  should  dis- 
coQtinue  printing  the  debates  of  the  House 
lie  would  certainly  obey  their  directions, 
though  it  would  be  attended  with  the  ruin 
of  his  paper. 

Mr.  Onslow  then  moved,  *^  That  the  said 
Hennr  Baldwin  be  now  brought  to  the 
bar  of  this  House ;  and,  upon  his  knees, 
T^rioi^Dded  by  Mr.  Speaker,  for  his  said 
weooe ;"  an  aipendment  was  proposed  tp 
be  made  thereto,  by  leaving  out  the  words 
**apoD  his  knees,  reprimanded  by  Mr. 
Spnker,  for  his  said  oronce,''  and  to  in- 
sert, «  be  disdiargjed,''  instead  thereof. 
And  the  question  beine  put.  That  the 
vords  proposed  to  be  left  out,  stand  part 
of  the  question :  the  House  divided.  The 
^m  went  fi^rth. 

TeNers* 

Hobs  5^'-  ^^  Sn^'Mdgfi  -  > 
^^CdoDeUenninga  -    •  > 

So  it  was  HffiM^p^  tp^  0maftxy9. 
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Then  theouio  aiHstiff^bj^iogpai;,  the 
House  dirided.    Tie  Teas  w^t  forth. 
TeUirs, 

So  it  was  resolved  b  the  affirmative* 
And  he  was  brought  ia  SiCQerd^ely ;  and, 
upon  his  kneMvejilriaifindM  by  Mr.  Speak- 
er; and  was  oniered  V^  be  dwpbarfed, 
paying  his  fees. 

Then  the  order  of  the  day  being  read, 
for  the  attendance  of  Thomas  Entns;  A 
motion  was  made,  and  the  question  b^in^ 
put.  That  the  House  do  now  »ljoiim; 
The  House  divided.  The  Npe*  went 
forth. 

Tellers. 

Yeas  J  ^^'"•^^^•P^'*^®'    "    "  J   IQ 
**^*lColonelJennings  -    -  J   *" 

Nnaq  $  Sir  Charles  Whitworth  ?    ,.a 
^^*^  J  Mr.  Cooper    -    -    -     V   ^^ 

So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

And  the  House  being  informed,  that  the 
said  Thomas  Evans  did  not  now  attend; 
the  messenger,  to  whom  the  order  of  Tuea* 
day  last  was  delivered*  being  called  upon, 
to  give  an  account  of  the  service  thereol^ 
acquainted  the  House,  that  he  seiwed  the 
said  order  on  the  said  Thomas  Evans,  per- 
sonally, jresterday  at  six  of  the  clock  id 
the  evenmg ;  and  that  the  said  Thomaa 
Evans  had  attended  this  day  accordingly, 

And  the  House  being  informed,  that 
some  particular  circumstances  haci  obliged 
him  to  withdraw  himself  from  his  attend* 
anoe  on  this  House.    A  member  in  his 

Slace,  acquainted  the  House,  that  he  had 
eard  in  the  lobby,  that  the  wife  of  th6 
said  Thomas  Evans  had  broke  her  leg. ' 

Ordered,  That  the  ^aid  Thomas  Evjm 
do  attend  this  House  upon  t'uesid^y  pex^tf 

'  — jj.  .^v^ 

«  On  the  19th,  Mr.  l^vans  sddreasedl^f 
following  tetter  to  )he  Speaker: 

To  the  Right  Hoo.  Sir  Fleicber  Norton, 
Kofgbt,  Speaker  of  tbe  Aoose  of  Ootti^ 


<*  ^ir ;  Having  received  an  or^er  of  t^f 
Pouse  of  Comrooos  l«  attend  them'  on  Tfiurs^ 
day  i^sf,  and  inaagioing*  that  efery  otl^f 
priDter,  that  was  desired,  would  obey  tbe  sum- 
mons, 1  actually  did  attend  within  call  till  Fri- 
day iporoing,  when  I  took  tbe  liberty  of  re- 
turning home,  believing  this  act  entirely  jus- 
tifiable, as  the  order  ooly  required  my  attend- 
ance  in  the  morning,  and  1  had  to  fbp4  tiai# 
made  aa  additipii  of  twelf  f  boufy* 
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Then  the  order  of  the  day  being  read^ 
for  the  attendance  of  Thomas  Wright ;    a 
motion  was  made,  and  the  question  being 
put,  that  Ihe  House   do  now   adjourn ; 
the  House  divided.    The  Noes  went  forth. 
Tellers. 
v-^cJSirCpcilWray    -    -     {     o 
Y*^««  Mr.  Dempster     -    .    S     ® 

^^^^Ic/ptSn'jenkinsoi    I     $   ^^ 
So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

A  motion  was  made,  and  the  question 
being  put.  That  the  said  Thomas  Wright 
be  discharged:  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

Then  l^omas  Wriglit  was  caued  in; 
and  the  complaint  being  read  to  him ;  he 
confessed,  that  he  is  Uie  printer  of  the 
said  paper ;  that  he  was  sorry  he  had  in- 
curred the  displeasure  of  the  House; 
that  he  printed  the  debates  therein  at  the 
instance  of  several  applications  from  his 
customers  in  the  country;  and  that  he 
was  under  apprehensions,  that,  if  he  had 
not  printed  tne  said  debates,  his  paper 
would  have  been  ruined ;  but  that  he  sub- 
mitted himself  to  the  House. 


**  This  dsy  my  presence  is  required  by  an 
order  grounded  on  my  non-attendance  on 
Thursday/  although  it  was  declared  in  the 
Boose  tlpat  I  did  attend,  but  was  not  called 
till  Friday  ;  a  time,  at  which  1  was  not  surely 
obliged  bv  law  to  answer. 

"  On  the  former  occasion,  I  had  my  doubts 
concerning  the  legality  of  the  order,  with 
which  I  was  served.  Understanding  that  the 
House  intended  to  punish  me,  for  what  I 
deemed  a  merit  rather  than  a  crime,  I  reflected 
that  the  House  of  Commons  was  never  rec- 
koned a  court  of  justice ;  and  that,  if  I  must  be 
tried,  I  mo*t  be  tried  by  my  equals— by  a  jury 
of  unbiassed  men — and  not  by  gentlemen,  who, 
though  a  party,  think  proper  to  assume  the 
office  of  iudge  and  jury.  1  observed  that  the 
kine  had  no  power  to  chastise  any  man  who 
might  have  given  him  offence,  but  is  forced  to 
have  recourse  to  the  law  of  the  land,  and  to 
abide  by  the  verdict  of  twelve  jurors  legally 
chosen;  and  1  could  not  conceive  why  an  in- 
ferior should  be  indulged  with  greater  power 
than  a.  superior  branch  of  the  legislature.  Nor 
could  I  persuade  myself  that  either  ought  to 
be  entrusted  with  an  unlimited  and  discretion- 
ary power-— such  an  idea  being  inconsistent 
with  all  law  and  good  government.  I  onder- 
tlood  that  his  majesty's  British  subjects  were 
amenable  only  to  known  and  established  laws, 
and  not  to  the  occult  law  of  parliament,  which 
its  very  name  shows  to  be  binding  only  on  it- 
self and  its  members,  and  not  on  the  people, 
who  are  to  be  judged  by  the  law  of  the  land. 
It  occuned  to  me  that  the  House  of  Corn- 


Resolved,  That  the  said  Thomas  Wright, 
in  having  printed  the  debates,  and  misre- 
presented the  speeches  of  several  of  the 
members  of  this  House,  is  guilty  of  a 
breach  of  the  privilege  of  this  House. 

A  motion  was  made,  That  thesiud  Tho- 
mas Wright  be  now  brought  to  the  bar ; 
and,  upon  his  knees,  rmrimanded  bv  Mr. 
Speaker,  for  his  said  offence ;  the  House 
divided.    The  Yeas  went  forth. 

Tellers. 


v.Ao  i^T*  Norton  -    - 
^*^*?  Mr.  Gilbert  -    - 
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So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 
And  he  was  brought  in  accordingly;  and, 
upon  his  knees,  reprimanded  by  Mr. 
Speaker;  and  was  ordered  to  be  dis- 
charged, payine  his  fees. 

Then  the  order  of  the  day,  for  the  at* 
tendance  of  Samuel  Bladon,  being  resd; 
he  was  caUed  in^  And  the  complaint 
being  read  to  him ;  be  confessed,  that  he 
sold  the  said  paper;  and  that  his  reason 
for    printing  the  speeches  therein  com- 


mons was  intended  for  making,  and  not  for 
expounding,  the  law ;  and  tliat  in  all  well- 
regulated  societies,  the  legislative  and  jodicitl 
powers  were  to  be  kept  distinct :  because  other- 
wise there  would  be  no  oct'asion  for  enacted 
laws,  as  the  maker  would  have  it  in  his  power 
to  uumake,  alter,  suspend,  and  interpret  tbcm 
at  his  pleasure,  like  an  eastern  monarch.  I 
knew  the  uneasiness,  which  a  similar  proceed- 
ing of  the  King*s-bench,  in  the  case  of  fiio^* 
ley,  bad  produced  in  the  nation.  1  knew  the 
jealousy  conceived  against  the  House  of  l^rds 
lor  the  exertion  of  a  like  authority.  These, 
and  many  other  circumstances  ot  the  same 
nature,  crowded  into  my  mind,  and  made  roe 
suspect  the  legality  of  the  whole  process.  Yet 
still  1  would  not  be  the  first  u>  resist  the  orders 
of  the  House  of  Commons,  to  which  the  ut- 
most reverence  is  due,  whilst  it  oontinues  s 
true  representative  of  the  people.  I  now  fiod 
that  the  same  doctrines  are  embraced  by  law- 
yers, and  magistrates,  and  by  the  people.  I 
should  therefore  be  justly  chargeable  not  only 
with  pusillanimity,  but  with  betraying  the  coii- 
stitution,  were  1  not  to  concur  in  bringing  this 
matter  Into  a  course  of  le^al  decision.  For  this 
reason,  I  hope,  that  the  House  will  excuse  my 
attendance  till  the  point  is  determined,  and  till 
it  is  universally  known  whether  a  British  sub- 
ject has,  or  has  not,  a  right  to  be  tried  by  a 
jury.  If  it  shall  be  found  that  he  has  not,  tod 
that  I  ought  to  have  obeyed  your  orders,  I  will 
submit  to  the  laws  of  my  country,  and  to  the 
House.  T.  EvA»8." 

•«  Paternoster-row,  March  19.'' 
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plained  of,  was,  that  he  should  have 
lost  the  «ale  thereof;  and  that  the  paper 
wouJd  have  been  mined ;  that  care  had 
alirajs  been  taken  that  this  paper  should 
gireno  oflence  to  this  House;  and  that 
he  DOW  came  to  the  bar  with  a  fixed  re- 
solotion  of  acknowledging  his  offence. 

This  confession  operated  so  favourably 
with  the  ministerial  part  of  the  House, 
that  they  novedy  **  That  the  said  Samuel 
BladoD  be  discharged  from  any  further 
atteodaoce  on  Uiia  House/'  Upon  which 
the  BDDonty  moved  an  amendment,  there- 
to, [17  inserting  after  **  Samuel  Bladon'' 
the  irords  **  having  declared  to  the  House, 
tbtfbe  came  here  with  a  fixed  resolution 
(0  confess  and  having  confessed.'*  By 
vbich  they  meant  to  shew  the  partiality 
of  the  House,  in  acouitting  a  man  who 
hsd  confessed  .himselr  guilty.  And  the 
Question  bebg  put.  That  those  words  be 
mere  inserted :  the  House  divided.  The 
Yeas  went  forth. 

Tellers.         ' 

v...  J  Mr.  Dempster   ---Jo 
^^*jMr.  William  Burke      -$     ^ 

So  it  passed  in  the  n^;ative* 

A  motion  being  made,  That  the  House 
do  now  adjourn.  The  House  divided. 
'Ihe  Noes  went  forth. 

Tellers. 

v...  (Alderman  Townshend  >     », 
"^*?Mr.  Turner  .    .    -    -$     ^ 

So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

Then  the  main  questioabeing  put,  That 
the  said  Samuel  Bladon  be  discharged 
^m  any  further  attendance  on  Uiu 
Hoose:  and  the  said  Samuel  Bladon  hav- 
ing made  such  a  frank  and  open  declara- 
tioQofhis  sense  of  his  offence:  Ordered, 
«m.  con.  That  the  said  Samuel  Bladon 
be  discharged  from  any  further  attend- 
ance on  this  House. 

Then  the  order  of  the  day,  for  the  at- 
^^odance  of  John  Miller,  being  read :  and 
<be  said  John  Miller  not  attending;  the 
jnesienger,  to  whom  the  order  of  Tuesday 
^  was  delivered,  being  called  upon  to  ^ive 
^  account  of  the  service  thereor,  acquamt- 
^the  House,  that  he  went  to  the  house  of 
»je  said  John  Miller,  yesterday  evenmg; 
^the  was  told,  he  was  gone  mto  the  ooun- 
|7«  that  he  (the  messenger)  left  a  copy 
"thesttd  order  at  his  house;  and  that, 
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on  calling  affain  this  morning ;  he  saw  the 
said  John  Miller,  who  tohl  him,  that  he 
had  received  the  said  order. 

Then  Mr.  Onslow  moved,  «<  That  the 
«aid  John  Miller  be,  for  his  contempt,  im 
pot.obeying  the  order  of  the  House,  for 
his  attendance  on  this  House  this  day, 
taken  into  the  custody  of  the  Serjeant  at 
Arms,  or  his  deputy,  attending  this 
House :"  Upon  which  a  motion  was  made, 
and  the  question  being  put.  That  the 
House  do  now  adjourn :  the  House  di- 
vided.    The  Noes  went  forth. 

Tellers.  ^. 

Yp  A  ft  $  S>r  Robert  Clayton      o     -. 
^^^^  I  Mr.  Alderman  Oliver  -  $     ' 

vr^-«  ^  Lord  Garlics      -    - 
No"  J  Mr.  Ewer     -    -    - 

So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

Then  an  amendment  was  proposed  by 
sir  Cecil  Wrajr  to  be  made  to  the  said 
proposed  question,  by  adding  at  ^he  end 
thereof  the  words  **  it  being  naif  an  hour 
after  three  of  the  clock  on  Friday  morn- 
ing." And  the  question  bein^  put.  That 
those  words  be  there  added;  it  passed.in 
the  negative. 

Then  the  main  question  being  put.  That 
the  said  John  Miller  be,  for  his  contempt, 
in  not  obeying  the  order  of  the  House, 
for  his  attendimce  on  this  House  this  day, 
taken  mto  the  custody  of  the  Serjeant  at 
Arms,  or  his  deputy,  attending  this  House ; 
the  House  diviaed.    The  Yeas  went  forth. 

Tellers. 


:{ 
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v-*«  cMr.Fox  -    - 
^"®  JMr.  Amcotts 
xi^«„  cBir.  Dempster    -    -    -> 
^^**  i  Alderman  Townsend     J 
So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

March  15.    Mr.  Wheble,*  the  printer, 

*  Previous  to  his  apprehension  Mr.  Wheble 
sent  the  following  Letter,  with  the  annexed 
Case  and  Opinion,  to  sir  Fletcher  Norton,  the  . 
Speaker  of  the  Housa  of  Commons. 

To  the  Right  Hon.  Sir  Fletcher  Norton,  Knt. 
.  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons. 

'<  Sir;  on  my  return  last  Monday  niffbtfirom 
the  oountry,  whither  my  business  had  carried 
me,  I  wu  much  astonished  to  be  informed, 
that  some  persons,  pretendinff  to  be  the  deputy 
Serjeant  and  messengers  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, had  ealled  se? oral  times  at  my  house  in 
my  aliseooe,  tledaring  their  intention  to  take 
me  into  oistody  by  virtue  of  a  pretended  war- 
rant from  you ;  and  that  a  writing  had  ap- 
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w«f  brought  before  alderman  Wilkes  at 
Guildhall,  bj  Edward  Twine  Carpenter,  a 
printer,  being  apprehended  by  him  in  con- 
aequence  of  a  proclamation  in  the  London 
Gazette  of  Saturday  the  9th  of  March 
instant;  but  the  said  Carpenter,  not  hav- 
ing any  other  reason  for  apprehending 

pesred  in  the  Gazette,  under  tbe  form  of  a  pre- 
tended proclamation  by  bis  mc^esty'a  autho- 
rity, to  order  all  his  majesty's  loving  subjects 
to  apprehend  John  Whehle ;  and  to  forbid  all 
persons  to  conceal  him  at  their  peril.  In  con  • 
sequence  of  this  iofbrmation,  beinff  better  versed 
io  printing  than  m  law,  I  thought  it  proper  to 
take  the  advice  of  counsel  learned  in  the  law 
upon  my  case ;  being  desiroas  to  yie(d  an  en- 
tire subrntssion  to  thv  laws  of  my  country,  and 
knowing  tio  reason  wh  v  I  should  conceal  my- 
aelf,  or  why  I  should  oe  apprehended,  having 
ne? er  been  guilty  of  any  breach  of  those  laws. 
Inclosed  I  have  sent  you  a  copy  of  my  conn- 
■el's  opinion,  which  1  nnmUy  desire  you  to  lay 
kelbre  the  House,  and  to  inform  the  honourable 
House,  that  1  am  determined  to  yield  no  obe-. 
dienoe,  but  to  the  laws  of  the  land,  and  shall 
therefore  abide  by  my  learned  counsel's  opinion. 
I  am,  in  all  lawful  commands,  your  honour's 
humble  servant,  J;  Wheble." 

•*  Patemoster-row,  March  14,  1771." 

"  Casi  ibr  Mr.  Merris's  Opinion.  . 
«< « Jovis,  Si  die  Pebruarij,  1771. 
«'«  Ordered,  That  J.  Wbeble  do  attend  this 
«  House  upon  Tuesday  morning  next. 

"  *  Ordered,  That  the  service  of  thesaid  order, 

*  by  leaving  a  copy  of  the  same  at  the  usual 

« pfaos  of  abode  oflhe  said  J,  WbeMe,  be  deemed 

'  equal  to  personal  service,  and  be  good  service. 

*  (Copy)        J.  Hatsell,  CI.  Dom.  Com.' 

«*  The  above  writing,  which  Is  by  spme  sap- 
posed  to  be  a  copy  of  an  order,  er  pretended 
order,  of  the  House  of  Commoes,  was  left, 
upon  Fri|ay,  February  82, 1771,  at  the  house 
of  Mr.  Jolm  Wbeble,  within  the  city  of  Lon- 
don, being  put  into  the  hands  of  one  of  hui  ser- 
vants by  a  person  wbostiled  himself  messenger 
to  the  Ho«se  of  Commons. 

«  Upon  Thursday,  Feb.  88,  a  person  called 
at  Mr.  Wheble's  falsose,  and  shewed  a  paper 
writing,  which  he  pretended  Io  be  soijoe  war- 
rant or  aathority  from  theSpeaker  ef  the  Jlovm 
of  Commons,  directiiy  him  to  t^  John 
Wbeble  into  custody,  m  bis  contempt  in  not 
obeying  the  orders  of  the  Bouse,  for  ha  attend- 
ance on  that  House. 

«<  Upon  SMwday,  ManAi  9,  a  paper,  in  the 
linrmof  a  soyal  pioelamatioo,  appeared  in  Urn 
Oaaatte,  intituled^  '<  By  the  bing^  a  proofamsr 
tion  for  apprehfndiag  John  Wbeble  and  A. 
TbompsoB." 

"MrT  Wbeble  did  not  appear  Io  the  above 
soBOsnens,  neither  has  lie  bnsn  apprehended 
upon  the  pnslended  warrant  oflhe  fi^eakeTi  or 
tbe  piDslended  peodsmalion* 


Mr.  Wheble  than  what  appeared  io  that 
proclamation,  Mr.  Wheble  was  discharged; 
and  then  tlie  said  Mr.  Wheble  charged 
Carpenter  for  assaulting  and  unlawfully 
imprisoning  him ;  and  on  his  making  oath 
of  the  offence,  and  entering  into  a  recog- 
nizance to  prosecute  Carpenter  at  the  next 

«  Questions. 

'*  1.  Suppose  the  paper-writing  first  shore- 
mentioned  to  be  a  copy  of  a  genuiee  order  of 
the  House  of  Commons,  is  John  Wheble,  at 
whose  house  the  same  was  left,  by  law  re- 
quirable  to  attend  agreeable  to  the  tenor  thereof? 

«  a.  If  JohnWbebleissorequirabletoatteod 
by  law,  be  having  neglected  so  to  do,  what 
penalties  is  he  liable  to,  and  by  what  meiDfl 
would  it  hare  been  legal  to  prooeed  against  bim  ? 

<<  3.  if  the  pretended  warrant  of  the  Speaker 
is  authentic,  was  John  Wheble  obliged  to  pay 
obedience  thereto,  by  surrendering  himself  a 
prisoner  to  the  person  who  carried  with  bioi 
the  same,  and  called  himself  a  messenger  of 
the  House? 

'<  4.  Taking  the  paper  which  appeared  in  the 
Gazette  really  to  be  the  king's  proclaroatioo,  is 
the  same  a  legal  process,  and  a  sufficient  war- 
rant to  such  ss  may  venture  to  act  under  it? 

"Upon  the  whole,  Mr.  Morns  is  desired  to 

S've  his  opinion  on  the  above  stated  case  to 
r.  WhcMe,  and  as  counsel  to  advise  what 
conduct  he  ought  by  law  to  ebserre  upen  this 


"  Opwion. 
«  I  hsve  attentively  perused  the  above  wnttes 
..ise,  and  though  from  the  bad  designs  which 
appear  to  be  formed  against  the  liberties  of  tbe 
people,  there  OMy  be  danger  in  giring  opioios, 
which  soipe  of  my  profbssioo  wouW  cbo^io 
avoid,  1  sfiall,  as  it  becomes  an  honest  end  fins 
man,  proeeed  to  give  Mr.  Wheble  wy  ooapsei, 
without  attention  to  any  other  object  than  m 
laws  and  oonstitnftien  of  this  fice  country. 

<<  ANswaas* 
"  To  tbe  first  qoesUon,  I  am  most  clearly  snj 
decisively  of  opinion,  tbat  Mr.  Whe^^  »  ^^^. 
compelUble  by  |aw  to  attend  tbe  House  or 
Commons  m  pursuance  of  tbe  written  orflff 
above  sUted.  If  the  grounds  upon  which  toe 
Older  of  attendance  was  issued  by  the  Boose 
of  Coameiis  had  been  made  part  of  the  prssf^ 
case,  t  wouki  then  give  my  epinieo,  |i[>*^^7„ 
that  eswHBbly  bad  any  authonty  st  sIH  o'J» 
what  eases  to  compel  an  attendaoce  upvu 
them ;  bus  as  they  are  not,  I  must  ^^.^^^^ 
matter  upon  the  summons  alone.  *^^J^^^^ 
therefore  of  no  consequence  whst  wss  w*^" 
that  required  attenilance;  because  h^^r^ 
sel,  can  take  as  little  notice  of  it  upon  ^rT. 
befora  me,  as  Mr.  Wbeble  eoukl  upon  a  Mg^ 
of  the  anmmens,  beyond  wbkdi  he  bad  ao  nee- 
to  took.  Theonler  itself  is  wsfded  ij  -^'^ 
jndieial  and  unclerit-like  a  opsoaer,  t^st  i( 
cefsmi  with  el^iectioAS  almesft  tf^  ^^^ 
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lenioiu  ffl  Loadooi  Carpenier  was  order* 
ed  to  fed  sureties  to  answer  for  this  of- 
fence, which  lie  did,  himself  being  bound 
in  ^  uid  his  two  sureties  in  SS.  each, 
and  WIS  thei^pupon  discharged.  Carpenter 
leqoested  a  certificate  of  his  having  ap- 


letttf  to  tbelast.  1.  I  kiiow  not  that  an  £d- 
gTisbiDiii '«  required  to  understand  Latio,  es- 
pecitQy  niee  the  act  of  parliament,  that  all 
proeesiof  tbe  taW  shall  be  in  English,  and  iu 
Modier lavage  whatsoever;  amongst  other 
fnem9i£n  aeing  portieahirly  enumerated, 
tfthiswfar  be  not  a  process  of  &w  it  oan  have 
BteArt;  and  if  it  is,  it  ought  to  be  in  Eng- 
M;  vhercas  Ibe  order  in  question  contains 
««^  io  a  strange  laoguaffe,  without  having 
l&eexenptioo  of  being  technical  Latin  words. 
ll  WheUe  is  a  description  of  nobody,  it 
B^bt  IS  well  have  been  written  eye  Wbeble, 
or  MK  Wbeble,  either  of  them  would  be  as 
msehdieumeof  John  Wheble  as  the  former. 
Bendcs,  i  pecson  ia  not  legally  named  without 
tpisper  addition  of  cjuality  and  abode,  which 
ii  BQl  Maoeh  as  attempted  at  in  this  pretended 
ani0r.  S.  The  place  of  attendance  is  not  suffi- 
deotly  eiprest ;  •  this  House'  is  more  properly 
tiic  bone  of  John  Wheble  where  th^  order  was 
left,  than  toy  other  bouse,  for  there  is  no  date 
of  pkce  to  the  order ;  Mr.  Wheble  therefore 
best  attended  this  order  by  staying  at  home, 
i.  The  date  of  time  being  expressed  in  a  fo- 
TOfpi  tODgne,  which  an  &gKshman  need  not 
Boderatud  or  attend  to,  the  day  af  attendance 
bectise  eoasequently  uncertam ;  *  Tuesday 
BwsiBgflext'  having  no  day  which  it  is  next 
to  ftUow.  5.  Another  objection  lies  to  this 
port  of  the  order,  that  the  morning  of  a  day  is 
too  mdefiaite  to  fix  an  attendance ;  the  law  re- 
qoinog  that  an  hour  as  well  as  a  day  should 
K  mcified  in  every  order  of  attendance. 
6'  It  the  House  of  Commons  tiad  power  to 
MK  this  eommons,  it  ought  to  be  stgned  by 
the  ^iMker,  and  not  by  a  person  using  certahi 
^■mtical  expressions,  which  may  possibly  be 
^MMrned  to  mean  Cleric  of  the  House  of  Com- 
>KW.  The  Speaker  ought  also  to  redtethat 
K  had  an  express  aotfatrity  given  him  by  the 
"ogse  before  be  presumeB*to  issue  any  sum- 
^^^ot  warrant  whatsoever.  It  is  the  office 
<;ftbe  Speaker,  and  not  of  the  Cleric,  to  autticn- 
^te  the  ads  of  the  House.  T.  But  the 
S'^'Btttt  of  otjections  to  the  order  lies  in  the 
**Bt  of  expressing  the  cause  upon  which  the 
JH^codaace  is  required .  i t  cannot  be  pretended, 
2[  ^oy  person,  that  the  House  of  Commons 
bovetn  arbitrary  right  to  require  the  attend- 
^>^  of  man,  woman,  or  child,  at  their  plea- 
'*>'ef  without  having  any  parliamentary  caase 
•bUooever  for  soch  an  attendance.  There 
*^y  he  inch  a  thing  as  a  summons  (fsaned  by 
tbgCommoDs)  illegal,  for  want  of  iurisdiction  ; 
^**f^ethe  eause  of  attendance  nronid  be  ex- 
P*^'*^;  that  the  party  upon  whom  it  was 
l^*  ar  others,  where  H  concerned  them, 
^(  judge  wbetbar  the  cause  of  attendance 


irefaended  Wheble,  whidi  was  given  to 


Immediately  after  this  Mr.  Wilkes  wrote 
the  following  letter  to  the  earl  of  Halifax^ 
one  of  his  Mq'esty's  principal  secretariee 
ofsUte. 


was  legal  and  sufficient  for  the  summons* 
That  caase  not  being  expressed;  it  nftist  be 
taken  to  be  illegal  mA  dnsufficieat ;  from  the 
maxim  of  the  law,  •  that  Ihe  same  rale  holds 
« with  fespect  to  those matlefs  wdii^  do  •otap*' 
<  pear,  «s  to  these  which  do  net  exist.'  IniiMrt, 
upon  the  fiice  of  the  order  it  appears  to  be  iN 
Mgal,  and  what  Mr.  WbeUe  nekhar  needed  or 
Cngbt  to  have  obeyed. 

'*  2d  Q.  The  first  question  being  Answered 
in  tbe  negative,  the  second  requires  no  con- 
sideration ;  but  if  the  attendance  was  legally 
^uirable,  pursuant  to  the  above  order,  it  would 
not  be  difficult  to  shew  what  penalties  tbe  re- 
fusing  party  woukl  be  liable  to  upon  resort  to 
the  legal  canrts  of  Justine,  which  have  cagai- 
sauces  of  aneh  offeaces. 

"  Sd  d.  Itibe  summons  be  invalid,  the  sub- 
sequent warrant  by  tbe  Speaker  must  necessa- 
rily be  invalid  also  ;  for  the  defects  of  the  sum^ 
roons  were  not  cured  by  any  appearanee  of 
Mr.  Wheble.  A  form  of  a  warrant  no  more 
makes  a  legal  aut^ritjr  (for  so  much  the  word 
imports)  than  a  coastsble^  staff  makes  a  pease 
officer.  If  the  warrant  wens  legal,  a  mas- 
seager  of  the  House  is  not  a  proper  petaon  for  ' 
executing  it;  but  aaly  the  sergeant  at  «fvna, 
and  the  di^uty-serjeant.  But  these  are  trifles 
with  respect  to  the  ijuestion;  for  tbe  answer  is 
roost  plain  and  positive,  that  the  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  Commons  is  no  more  a  magistrate 
appointed  to  issue  warrants  of  apprehension 
than  the  House  itself  is  a  couK  of  justice  ap- 
pointed to  punish.  Neither  one  or  the  other 
have  those  powers;  and  #hen  they  nsurp 
them,  the  people  have  a  right  to  treat  Ihem  as 
invaders  of  their  liberties :  partieulariy  the  im- 
mediate object  of  tbe  tyranny  ^has  aultmrity, 
by  the  law  of  this  country,^ and  by  the  lew  at* 
God,  to  defend  bis  liberty  and  persan  by  force 
and  arms  against  sndt  illegal  attempts,  though 
he  should  be<i4>lfged  to  sacrifice,  in  the  pieiec- 
tion  of  himself  from  tbe  Tiolenoe,  all  the  aer- 
jeants,  all  the  messengers,  and  eren  ibeSpeaker 
himself  of  the  House  of  Commons.^' roust 
add,  that  a  warrant  of  apprehension,  grounded 
apon  a  supposed  eontempt,  always  carnesT'with 
it  an  argomeat  against  its  own  legality.  Na 
contempts  of  the  House  nf  Cemm<lBa  arepa- 
nishable  <by  themselves ;  iliey  can  only  roMNAn 
instant  and  open  cartcwy^its  coawnitted  by '  <he 
party  in  thefoccof  the  House.  A  wammt  ta 
apprehendahows  fhst  the  paity  does  not.  In 
thepreseaee  of  ibe  House,  distotb  Its  debates 
or  obstruct  hs  authoiity  ;  suc^  being  the  Snly 
legal  idea  of  a  contempt. 

*'  4th  Q.  This  oocstion  admits  of  no  hesita- 
tion or  dispute.    The  pretcHided  procla«itttiaa 
of  the  king  is  clearly  iltcfal.    Proclamadoaa 
4 
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11  GTEOROE  ni. 


Proceedings  against  thej^rinters 


«<  Guildhall  ofLondony  March  15, 1771. 

.«  My  Lord, 
« I  had  the  honour  of  officiating  thb 
day  as  the  sitting  justice  of  Guudhall. 
John  Wheble,  the  publisher  of  the  Mid- 
dlesex  Journal,  a  freeman  of  London,  was 
apprehended  and  brought  before  me  by 
Eoward  Twine  Carpenter,  who  appears  to 
be  neither  a  constable,  nor  peace  officer 
of  this  city.  I  demanded  ot  what  crime 
Wheble  was  accused,  and  if  oath  had  been 
made  of  his  having  committed  any  felony 
or  breach  of  the  peace,  or  if  he  lay  under 
a  suspicion  strong  enough  to  justify  his 
apprenension  or  detention.  Carpenter 
ianswered,  that  he  did  not  accuse  Wheble 
of  any  crime,  but  had  apprehended  him 
merely  in  consequence  ot  his  Majesty's 
proclamation,  for  which  he  claimed  the 
rewflurd  o£50L  As  I  found  that  there  was 
no  legal  cause  of  complaint  against  Whe- 
ble, I  thought  it  clearly  my  duty  to  ad- 
judge, that  he  had  been  apprehended  in 
the  city  illegally,  in  direct  violation  of  the 
rights  of  an  Englishman,  and  of  the  char- 
tered privileges  of  a  citizen  of  this  me- 
tropolis, and  to  discharge  him.  He  then 
made  a  formal  complaint  of  the  assault 
upon  him  by  Carpenter ;  I  therefore  bound 
him  over  to  prosecute  in  a  recognizance 
of  forty  pounds,  and  Carpenter  to  appear 
and  answer  the  complaint  at  the  next 
quarter  sessions  of  the  peace  for  this  city, 
in  a  recognizance  of  forty  pounds  himself, 

have  DO  iotriosie  force  in  this  coantry;  nor 
have  (bey  any  at  all  but  by  special  act  of  par- 
liameot.  They  may  serve  at  other  times  to 
intimate  to  the  people  the  aeceasity  and  iocli- 
nalion  of  the  pnnoe  to  pat  particular  laws  io 
execution.  If  ihey  introduce  a  new  law,  they 
are  truly  inefficacious.  The  constitutioo  of 
this  oouotry  has  not  trusted  to  the  kiDjor,  with 
whom  80  much  power  is  placed,  the  authority 
of  appreheodiog  or  committing  any  subjects  of 
the  realm.  That  authority  is  led  alooe  to  the 
mai^strates,  and^  to  the  courts  of  justice.  But 
had  the  proclamation  in  other  respects  been  a 
legal  warrant  for  apprehending  Joho  Wheble, 
many  objections  would  still  lie  to  the  form  and 
contents  of  it.  If  any  person  apprehends  Mr. 
Wheble,  io  porsaance  oi  this  proclamation,  he 
ought  to  be  prosecuted  by  action  or  iodict- 
roent ;  and  any  magistrate,  before  whom  Bir. 
IVheble  is  brouirht,  ought,  if  he  does  his  duty, 
to  set  him  at  lar^,  and  commit  the  assailant 
upon  his  person  (whether  he  be  a. king's  herald 
or  a  speaker's  messenger)  unless  he  can  give 
good  nail  for  his  appearance.  Persons  are 
Sable  to  no  penalty  for  concealing  or  not  dis- 
covering Mr.  Wheble,  as  is  falsely  insinuated 
ia  (he  proclamatioa*    Neither  the  officers  of 


with  two  sureties 
twenty  pounds  each. 
'*  (Signed) 
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in    recpgoizances   of 

I  am,  my  lord,  &c. 

John  Wilkes.*' 


The  same  day,  about  seven  o'clock, 
Mr.  R.  Thompson  was  apprehended  at  his 
own  door,  in  Newgate-street,  and  carried 
before  Mr.  Alderman  Oliver,  at  the  Man- 
sion-houscy  as  being  the  person  described 
in  his  Majesty's  proclamation  ;  but  not 
being  accused  of  naving  committed  any 
crime,  he  was  discharged  and  set  at 
liberty.  The  man  who  had  apprehended 
him  then  desired  a  certificate  of  his  hav- 
ing acted  in  pursuance  of  the  pVoclamation, 
in  order  to  obtain  the  reward  of  50l^ 
which  was  immediately  granted  him. 

March  16.  J.  Miller,  printer  of  the 
London  Evening  Post,  was,  between  the 
hours  of  two  and  three  in  the  afternoon, 
assaulted  and  made  a  prisoner  in  his  own 
house,  by  William  Whittam,  a  messenger 
of  the  House  of  Commons.  He  sent  di- 
rectly for  a  constable,  to  whom  he  gave 
the  messenger  in  charee,  and  the  mes- 
senger did  the  same  by  him.  They  pro- 
ceeded together,  and  with  several  other 
persons  who  were  witnesses  of  the  trans- 
action, to  Guildhall :  but  the  sitting  jus- 
tice, Mr.  Alderman  Wilkes,  having  dis« 
patched  the  business  of  the  day,  and 
signed  the  rota  book,  was  ^one  to  the 
JVfansion-house.  They  went  immediately 
there,  and  made  appIicatioD  to  the  lord 
mayor,  who  was  in  nis  bed-chamber  ill  of 

the  customs  or  others  have  a  right  to  examine 
persons  passing  beyond  the  seas.  This  pro- 
clamation has  not  the  force  of  a  Ne  exeas 
regno.  All  the  loving  subjects  of  his  majesty, 
as  they  tender  the  safety  of  the  king's  person, 
and  his  right  to  the  crown,  both  which  are 
secured  b^  tbe  laws,  ought,  instead  of  obey- 
ing this  proclamation,  to  be  asfiistant  in  op- 
posing its  execution.  As  individuals  have  a 
right  to  protect  their  own  liberty,  so  have 
others  a  right  to  interpose  in  their  b(>balf*. 

**Upon  the  whole,  I  do  advise  Mr.  Wheble 
to  pay  no  attention  or  obedience  either  to  the 
ahnvemeniioned  summons,  warrant  of  appre- 
hension, or  proclamntion.  All  are  e«|iiBlly 
unjust  and  illei^al.  Mr.  Wheble  will  be  pro- 
tected in  his  resistance  by  Magna  Charta,  and 
by  numerous  statutes  which  ronBrm  our  in- 
valualile  code  of  liberties.  The  proclamatioo 
moreover  seems  to  me  to  levy  a  cruel  uar  U|»oa 
two  indif  iduals  without  colour  of  law  ;  and  I 
do  aire  it  as  my  opinion,  that  Mr.  Wheble  may 
well  institute  an  action  upon  the  ca»e,  atfaiost 
the  counsellors,  prnmoterw,  aiders,  ab^iturs^ 
and  publishers  thereof*.  K.  Morris.'* 

•«  Lioeoln's-Inn,  March  14, 1771." 


m 


Ar  tfuHJAmr  Ab  D^kateim 


^  D.  mi. 


nUgbt  bnre  Ume^^^eiM  t9  J^Qbn  ClemeolT 
80B,  Mq.  4eDMl]r  nerJMnt  fit  fifw,  vbicl} 
wii  gfittieai  w>4  tfiii  lord  owyor  a4i^ 

iQ  tlie  eveowtf.  A%  ^M  bour  t)^  }«r4 
&»;«»  sod  ^  ald^ww  Wilfc^  »iif| 
Oliver,  h^ycd  th?  mwe  jo  liis  lordAip^^ 
bei-cbnUrj  Mr.  {Ufwi|9al;p«Q  being  (prfr 
i«iU,  tt  veil  itt  t]»9  «H)iMi9^»  tl;^  priAlCin 
iU)M  Morris^  «sqp  »3  hi9  PoujpA^,  «»(} 
mmj  other  p^r«oiii|,  Mr.  ill^me^t^w 
ttU,  k  (sm9  twm  U^  iii^eir  of  ^« 
Home  of  Commons,  tP  dfOlftod  bf^  l>h^ 
wmemf  «ii4  Afr. MiUer,  tfie  pnUil^; 
vliich  ievmi  wav  r9fi«ii4  l^y  tl)«  lord 
na/or,  wid  die  reAi^  mapte^  down  by 
Ae  sevjeai^t  49  n  t^ook.  The  lord  Juaytr 
deoHijDdd  of  Ibe  P9^9Wi^er«  wbat  Im  ner 
<»gad<a  W98  4giiiwt  Milw»  a»d  b^  wbat 
light  be  u«d  appcebendfid  o«»  pf  bif  ^ili*- 
«o»i  «Bdif  b0  WM  «  p^«e-i^cer  m  the 

a.  Ibe  flBunsenger  declared,  $liat  be 
Aot  acpg^e  MiUer  #f  any  tbieg  icria>i- 
oal,  to  bad  takea  bm  ixi^o  icu«u>dy 
bj  fimie  of  an  onder  of  the  Houee  ef 
ComooBf.  ^e  land  mayor  demanded 
to  «M  Ibe  ei^^»  vbii4i»  albr  mueb 
«ltercatiom  mm  gvveii  ia  by  Mr.  Cle- 
B^QUoD.  Mr.  MoiTb  tbeo  Mrgned  the 
nek  mm  yety  aUy,  eod  ieatsted  parii- 
«larly  op  ^  inrididity  of  aueb  a  warrant 
Mr.  CleqaeeUwi  deeuiad  tp  eonfine  htm- 
^to  it^  being  aigpod  by  eir  Fletcher 
I^^n>  Speaker  of  ibe  ilou9e  of  Com- 
mmt  and  to  the  ino  deoiands  he  then 
^^  of  the  me^aaoger  aod  Mr«  Miller 
b^  4eU¥eiiad  to  bin.  The  lord  mayor 
^,and  Ibe  aldepnien  Wilbceand  Obver» 
whvgad  Mr.  Miller  frofn  the  c»i»edy 
ttthp  meaieai^.  They  proCM^ded  next 
to  thecoeiplittBt  of  tbe  publisher  for  the 
Mult  and  false  iioprifpniiient,  wbicb  wm 
««rlyprefed  by  1b»  e^idenee  of  Jphn 
^u«»  aod  Sobers  and  Hmty  Page. 
^  ipweiigfr  iMiM  m  wkaeei,  mi 
MnOeiaenteeet  admitted  itbefafiia.  T%e 
M  majwr  tbiw  afdsed  Ibe  aEWPsenger  for 
Mtoawwerirtie^BKMH;  buche  taid 
^  b»d  aeae ;  and  Mr.  ClemenUon  de^ 
<fred,  thai  the  maeianger  fdiieuld  nm 
pv^bai.  (tetfej^refiwllteleidvayer 
w  tbe  (ve  aldermen  aigaed  |he  MjUimu$ 
^^mim^f  ef  tfeeHoMie  ef  Cann- 
"»«to  the  i^pter.  Ai  aaon  m  thb 
^  dpia,  Mr,.  e]mmimm  aMd»  <^  I 
*uted  for  this:  and  nojr  f  8a0  Ibe  wwtt 
^Jf  cmmUmmt  mtmUr  ««»^>  I 
^aferbail/^  afpaivUab^hiiiiaeflenfear 

rJa?^  ^^  ^  Mb  AMflaraMe  Jab 
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racopm«a»ce  of  40{.  witb  two  sur^tjei  ie 

9fif.  f a(jb,  and  tbe  printer  in  a  r^cognizr 
aace  4tf  ^-  ^  profepvte  &r  ibe  a^iauii 

and  fa^ee  impri&oi^Pfien^  Almost  every 
miA  in  the  rpQm,o&red  to  b^b^il  for  tb# 
mas^eogen  The  jVfapspiirbonse  wa?  ax<- 
fieadiwy  fwH  of  p^qpi^,  b^  pot  tbi^  \em 
fsenfimieo  or  difmrha^^  happened^ 

March  18.  Wr.  Speaber  ac^uaiatfi 
the  House,  iba^  ha  having,  ip  pmr^uance 
of  |he  9Tder  pf  the  Uo\w  9?  Thursday  l«rt, 
wfued  bi9  warvapi;  t^  the  3^jaant  a(  Annii 
Qr  bk  d^pvity,  altendinc  thi^  Jfoufa,  \q 
take  into  4H^^ody  J.  Millers  the  pi^ 
ganger,  to  whom  Ihe  9aid  wanaip^  wai  dat 
liveredf  bad,  by  virtue  thereof,  a^a^ 
the  aald  J.  Miller  pn  Friday  Ifft ;  ap4 
that  tbareupop  the  said  mesjienger  baviw 
been  charged  in  cystpdy  of  a  constable  bjr 
the  said  J.  Miller,  as  having  cemmittea  a9 
asaapU  on  the  person  of  the  ^aid  J,  Wll^^ 
the  said  mesaenger  was  carried  befi^re  the 
lord  mayor  of  the  joity  of  Jt'Ondon,  by  the 
laid  constable ;  wh^n  the  deputy  Seijeapl 
at  Arms  attendiiig  this  House  ac^uaiate4 
tlie  said  lord  m^f^*,  ^at  the  said  an«s( 
of  the  said  J.  Miller  waf  m^  by  the  9ai4 
messenger  upder  .a  wprrai^t  ^gped  by  the 
Speaker  of  ^e  Ho^^e  of  Commons,  wbipb 
warrant  was  ^er^  produced,  and  shewn  te 
the  said  lord  mayor ;  and  d^amanded  of  tbe 
said  lord  majro^,  tbist  the  said  ^paswspgair 
should  be  discharged,  and  the  said  J, 
Miller  deUvpced  up  to  the  custody  pf  tbe 
9aid  mf  ssenger ;  and  that  the  said  l^ 
mayor,  afler  such  information  and  demand 
ai  afiureiaiid,  bnving  heard  the  several 
parties  so  brought  l^foire  biip,  and  saen 
the  warrant  jsigned  by  the  Speaker  (or  ^ 
apprehension  of  the  said  X  Mdla^t  det 
plared  it  to  be  his  epiniop,  tb^t  the  j»i4 
ararrant  was  illega),  and  that  the  said  /• 
Miller  pu^t  to  be  discbarg^y  ^  Prdare4 
bim  tp  be  dischaiia^  apcoidiegly;  mA 
that  a  «^arrant  of  compitieept  wa«  al#p 
signed  by  tbe  said  Iprd  mayor  and  two  at* 
dermpn  of  the  city  of  London,  to  cpmpill 
tba  wd  paessenger  fyr  tbe  assault  jm^ , 
tended  tp  be  xaade  on  the  said  J.  Mififft 
8^  tba^  the  said  aiessep^er  bad  gjve^i 
8eiBui|i|y  for  bis  appeaiance  to  answer  tbf 
sf4^  change  at  tiJe  ne^t  geperal  martee 
mri^'^  9f  the  peaee  to  ba  held  for  Aff 
city  of  London. 

The  P^ppty  Serjeant  a^  Aivna  wip 
eaUad  in»  Tbe  &lleyr,iag  Ja  tba  substapcg 
e(f  his  yyawMnftltjtTfT 

':'  It  aimeared  thai  m  tbp  l.5tb  af  Marpb, 
)77),  fbe  dwp»y-APij$wrt  9f  tbi  Hpiw#  af 
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Proceedings  agahisi  the  Printere 
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Commons  went  to  the  Mansion-house,  and 
was  introduced  to  the  lord-mayor  in  his 
bed-chamber :  he  told  him  he  understood 
that  a  messenger  of  the  House  of  Com- 
knons,  to  whom  a  warrant  for  apprehend- 
ing one  Miller,  a  printer,  was  directed, 
was  taken  up  by  a  ctostable,  and  charged 
with  an  assault :  he  therefore  desired  to 
know,  if  the  messenger  had  been  brought 
before  him.  The  lord  mayor  Said,  he  had 
been  told  that  a  person,  who  was  called  a 
messenger  of  the  House  of  Commons,  had 
been  brought  there,  and  charged  with  an 
lusault,  but  that  he  had  put  it  off  till  six 
o'clock.  The  deputy  serjeant  waited"  in 
an  ante-room  till  six  o'clock.  The  mes- 
senger came,  and  Miller,  and  a  constable 
(John  Downe),  and  a  large  concourse  of 
people:  then  they  went  into  my  lord 
^  mayor  (alderman  Wilkes  and  alderman 
'  Oliver  were  there  with  him.)  The  lord 
mayor  asked  what  was  the  purpose  of  their 
coming  thither;  Miller  said  he  charged 
Whitham,  the  messenger,  with  an  assaiut : 
on  this,  Mr.  Robert  Morris  appeared,  and 
said  he  was  counsel  for  Miller,  the  prose- 
cutor ;  he  said,  that  Miller  had  been  vio* 
lently  assaulted,  and  falsely  imprisoned,  b^ 
to  illegal  warrant.  Downe,  the  constable, 
(who  was  ^ked  for  by  the  lord  mayor) 
'asM^  Miller  had  applied  to  him  about  one 
or  two  o'clock,  and  had  complained  of  an 
assault  committed  on  him  in  his  own  house, 
by  the  messenger,  and  charged  him  to  take 
the  messenger  into  custody ;  he  therefore 
took  him  into  custody,  in  order  to  carry 
him  before  a  proper  magistrate. 

Miller  was  then  called  upon,  who  said, 
that  a  person,  who  called  himself  a  mes- 
senger of  the  House  of  Commons,  came  to 
him,  and  took  him  into  custody,  by  yirtue 
of  a  pretended  warrant.  Miller  was  then 
sworn  by  the  lord  mayor,  and  said  upon 
Jhis  oath,  that  what  he  had  before  said  was 
true :  he  went  on,  and  said  he  had  refused 
to  go  with  the  person ;  that  the  person 
had  used  violence,  and  had  seized  hold  of 
him,  and  was  pulling  him  along.  The  lord 
.  mayor  asked  the  messenger  what  offence 
Miller  had  committed,  or  what  authority 
he  had  for  assaulting  Miller  in  this  man- 
ner: the  messenger  said,  he  had  the 
Speaker's  warrant  directed  to  him  to  take 
Miller  into  custody.  The  lord  mayor  a^ked 
where  the  warrant  was ;  the  deputy  ser- 

Jeant  told  Whitham  to  open  it  and  read  it 
himself.  The  lord  mayor,  or  Mr.  Morris 
rthe  deputy  could  not  teU  which),  said, 
that  it  must  be  produced  ;  the  deputy  ob- 
jected to  it  for  some  time;  but  the  lord 


mayor  saying  it  could  not  be  taken  notice 
of,  if  not  produced,  the  deputy  seijesat 
delivered  it  to  the  lord  mayor,  on  his  pro* 
mising  to  deliver  it  back  to  him  again. 
The  deputy  waited  till  that  time  to  see  the 
nature  of  the  assault  charged  on  Whitham ; 
and  finding  that  it  was  for  executing  the 
warrant  for  taking  Miller  into  custody,  he 
then  told  the  lord  mayor,  that  he  appeared 
before  him  9s  deputy  serjeant  at  arms  of 
the  House  of  Commons;  that  he  came 
there  by  the  Speaker's  directions,  and 
that  he  had  his  commands  to  demand  not 
only  Whitham  the  messenger,  but  likewise 
Miller,  his  prisoner,  and  that  he  made  that 
demand  in  the  most  solemn  manner  be  was 
able.  Mr.  Morris,  on  this,  desired  that 
the  deputy  might  •  be  sworn  as  an  evi- 
dence :  he  declared  that  he  would  not  be 
sworn,  and  said,  he  did  not  Cf^ie  as  an 
evidence,  but  as  an  officer  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  to  execute  the  commands  given 
him  by  the  Speaker.  The  lord  mayor 
said,  he  could -not  take  notice  of  any  thmg 
in  his  magisterial  capacity  that  was  not 
given  upon  oath.  The  deputy  was  then 
asked  by  Mr.  Morris,  if  he  refused  to  be 
examined  to  any  of  the  facts  or  circum- 
stances within  his  knowledge :  the  deputy 
doubted  at  first  what  answer  to  give  to 
that ;  but  on  recollection  he  said,  if  there 
was  the  least  doubt  either  of  the  warrant 
being  signed  by  the  Speaker,  or  of  his 
having  the  Speaker's  commands  to  demand 
Whitham  the  messenger,  and  Miller  his 
prisoner,  he  was  ready  to  be  sworn  to  the 
truth  of  those  matters,  but  that  he  would 
not  be  sworn  generally.  Finding  that  to 
be  his  resolution,  Mr.  Morris  declined 
swearing  him  as  to  those  matters ;  but  the 
deputy  again  repeated,  that  if  there  was 
any  doubt  as  to  chose  matters,  he  was 
ready  to  swear  to  them. 

The  lord  mayor  asked  Whitham,  if  be 
was  a  peace-officer,  or  a  constable?  He 
said,  he  was  not;  and  further,  if  be  had 
applied  to  any  city  magistrate  to  back  his 
warrant?  He  said,  he  bad  not.  Upon 
this,  the  lord  mayor  declared,  that  it  was 
very  extraordinary  for  any  citizen  to  b* 
taken  up  in  the  city  of  London,  without 
the  knowledge  or  authority  of  the  lord 
mayor,  or  some  other  magistrate  of  the 
city ;  and  diat  if  this  was  permitted  to  be 
the  case,  jt  would  be  trami^ing  on  the 
laws,  and  there  would  be  «n  end  of  the 
righta  of  this  city. 

Then  Miller  was  examined^  as  to  his 
being  a  liveiyman  of  the  city  of  London. 
The  lord  iw|ror  said,  it  was  his  qp"^^^* 
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dm  no  waiTBDt  but  from  him,  or  aome 
other  nif^irtnile  of  the  city,  wmgDod  and 
valid  to  take  op  any  atiaen;  that  he 
thooigiit  hiDttelf  bound,  ao  long  aa  he  heU 
|be  great  office  of  chief  ma^rate  of  the 
city  of  London,  to  take  notice  of  a  pro- 
ceeding of  thia  aort ;  and  that  it  waa  his 
dot  J  to  defend  the  citizens  of  London,  and 
their  li^ts  and  liberties,  to  the  last  ex- 
tremity. He  aaid,  he  was  of  opinion,  the 
mesengei  had  no  right  to  take  up  Milier, 
whowH  a  citiaen,  not  being  charged  witli 
any  lelooy,  trespass,  or  breach  of  the 

Mr,  Morris  then  made  four  objections  to 
tbe  warrant  Ist*  That  the  words  (House 
of  Coaraxms)  was  not  a  sufficient  aescrip- 
tioQ  of  the  power  which  had  passed  the 
rote.— That  it  should  have  been  the 
Home  of  Commona  in  parliament  assem- 
bled. My,  That  J.  Miller  was  no  suffi- 
cient deiaiption  of  the  person.  S^ly, 
That  the  ofence  was  not  inserted ;  and 
therefore  that  it  was  illegal,  and  without 
colour  of  kw.  4thl7,  That  it  did  not  ap- 
pear thatfl'.  Norton,  Speaker,  who  signed 
tbe  warrant,  was  the  sir  Fletcher  Norton 
who  waa  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons. 

The  lord  mayor  then  asked  Whitham*  if 
^  intended  to  carry  Miller  away  as  his 
pinner  >  Whitbam  said,  he  did. 

The  lord  mayor  then  said,  he  thought 
te  warrant  waa  illegal ;  and  therefore  he 
di6ohaiged  Miller  out  of  the  custody  of 
the  meuenger ;  and  said  at  the  same  time. 
This  citizen  comes  here  to  claim  a  citizen's 
protection  of  me,  and  I  think  he  is  entitled 
to  it 

Then  the  lord  mayor  proceeded  on  the 
lisault^Miller  proved,  that  Whitham 
had  laid  hold  of  his  arm,  and  pulled  him ; 
iQd  that  in  about  five  jtninutes  afterwards 
the  constable  came. — After  this  three  per- 
^were  produced  to  prove  the  assault* 
Theie  persons  were,  Henry  Page,  of 
^'ewgate-ateet,  printer;  John  Topping, 
of  the  Old  Bailey,  printer ;  Robert  Page, 
^  Newgate-street,  printer.  They  proved 
uat  Whitham  laid  hold  of  Miller's  arm, 
^^  aaid,  he  was  his  prisoner ;  and  that 
Miller  said  he  should  not  go,  or  did  not 
choose  to  go— That  Whitham  said,  you 
B^ufit  go,  and  Miller  said  he  should  not ; 
tod  then  Whitham  charged  every  body 
present  to  assist  him.  After  this  the  con- 
^le  was  brought,  and  the  constable 
chfi^  all  present  to  assist  him.  ■ 

The  lord  mayor  on  this  gave  it  as  his 
^V^  That  the  assault  waa  fully  proved, 


and  that  Whitham  must  give  security  to 
appear  at  the  next  session  for  the  city  of 
I^ndon,  to  answer  such  Indictments  aa 
should  be  then  found  agamst  him,  for  the 
assault  and  false  imprisonment ;  himself  in 
forty,  and  two  sureties  in  twenty  pounds 
each ;  and  Miller  waa  to  be  bound  to  ap- 
pear, and  make  out  the  charge.— «Mr. 
Morris,  and  many  others  present,  were 
ready  to  be  bail  ror  Whitham— Whitham 
was  very  much  frishtened,  and  was  ready 
to  offier  bail :  but  me  deputjr  Serjeant  in* 
sisted  he  should  not  eive  baU.  The  lord 
mayor  desired  it  mi^t  be  noticed,  that 
bail  was  offered,  but  not  accepted  by 
Whitham. 

Then  the  lord  mayor  directed  a  warrant 
t9  be  made  out  for  committing  Whitham 
to  the  Compter*  On  this  Mr.  Morris  de- 
sired, that  the  other  two  aldermen  mifpht 
sign  the  warrant,  as  well  as  his  lordship ; 
ebe-  it  ipight^be  supposed  that  they  did 
not  concur  in  opinion  with  his  lordship. 
The  lord  mayor  said,  he  did  not  desire  any 
body  else  to  sign  it ;  though  the  two  alder- 
men  declared  themselves  ready  to  do  it. 
The  warranty  however,  was  directed  tq  bo 
altered,  by  the  derk,  into  the  plural  num* 
ber,  and  was  signed  by  aldermen  Wilkes 
and  Oliver.  He  (the  deputy)  then  asked 
the  lord  mayor,  if  it  was  signed  by  them  all  I 
The  lord  mayor  md  it  was ;  and  directions 
were  given  by  him  and  Mr.  Wilkes,  to 
the  constable,  that  he  might  be  used 
kindly  in  pri^n.  Just  before  they  were 
going  to  take  him  away,  the  deputy  said, 
he  thought  that  this  being  a  comnutmenfe 
he  had  gone  far  enough ;  and  then  he  of^ 
feied  bail.  The  lord  mayor  grew  warm 
at  this,  and  said,  he  found  that  this  pro- 
ceefling  was  meant  to  exaggerate  the  of- 
fence. After  this  was.  done,  the  deputy 
went  hack  immediately  to  the  Speaker, 
and  told  him  all  that  had  happened. 

Mr.  fVelbore  EUU  said,  that  as,  in  this 
affair,  the  name  of  one  of  the  mem-' 
bera  (the  Lord  Mayor)  had  been  men- 
tioned, it  would .  be  nece^ary  to  have 
him  present  when  the  affair  was  examined, 
and  therefore  moved,  ««  That  Brass  Cros- 
by, esq.  lord  mayor  of  the  city  of  London, 
a  member  of  this.  House,  do  attend  thia 
House  in  his  place  to-morrow  morning.'' 

Thia  waa  opposed  by  several  members, 
and  an  amendment  proposed,  that  the  de- 
bate be  adjourned  ull  Friday,  as  the  lord 
mayor  was  very  ill  of  the  gout :  but  the 
ministry  pressed  for  the  next  day;  ob- 
serving, that  it  was  an  affair  of  the  utmost 
consequence  to   the   well-being  of  the 
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Htoose ;  that  If  this  p&9t^  of  taftihig  vp 
persons  by  the  Speak^i^'g  warMnt  Wtti 
taken  away,  it  would  beimpcMtHIe^ter  to 
get  witnesses,  or  otfiet^^  to  attetati  on  the 
summons  of  the  HouM  ;  that  it  ou^ht  to 
Be  pfe^eeded  into withotft the  least  delay; 
that  no  bustnesft,  though  ever  so  imporfianti 
should  take  ptaOe  of  It. 

Most  of  1f!pe  minotity  who  apoke,  as^ 
aerCed  also  the  privileges  of  the  Honae ; 
btft  obsetVed/  that  tlvoae  privileges  were 
always  odious   when  turned  against  the 

rple;  that  thcie  wel^  not  projp^r  thnes 
engage  the  hohout*  of  the  House  m  a 
dfepMe  with  the  city  of  London ;  that  it 
would  become  the  House  to  preserve  a 
Sttle  the  privilegea  of  their  constituents, 
ia  wett  aa  of  themselves ;  that  this  Hotisei 
ftotn  its  transactions  in  the  Middtesex 
Section,  was  odious  td  the  nation^  wliieh 
trould  not  bear  from  it  liny  more  oppr»i- 
£oti^ ;  that  the  orig?n  of  this  aihir  (tile 
I^dseeution  of  the  prinH^rs)  was  H  siHy, 
ffdlculMis  itfeaacire,  wMch  aerved  onhr  to 
IrHtiite  llie  people,  wiAoat  being  of  the 
kaM  aekVice. 

S6roe  iew»  AS  Mr.  Sfttiwidge)  nt*  J<n 
ieph  Mawbey,  Stc  dedaired  ^aiM  the 
tairped  power  of  thielloiuie,  ttid  defended 
Ae  trahirndtiofi  m  eonstitofiOnri  ^unda : 
^ev  Mdd,  to^  thAt  Mr.  Olhrer  ittid  ^* 
Wilkea  otiAht  to  b^  ^rdeted  to  ittMttid  aft 
ibt adme  time;  but  the  mliiusftir  did  tiol 
jdioose  this,  Ibid  ther^lfbre  would  noi  aitf- 
fhr  that  to  be  a  ^uei^n.  The  HoUKe  4&* 
vfided  on  the  ttnendttitint ;  the  Taiia  ms» 
^orni* 

TeDerft. 
v^..  f  Mr.  Aid.  Sawbridoe 
"*"lMr.  Baker    .    -    - 
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I  Mr.  BurraU 
[MnWhately 
fio  it  paned  hi  Che  negdthre* 
Ordered,  That  Blraas  Croab]^,  ^q.  lord 
mayor  of  the  city  of  London,  do  attend 
this  House  in  his  place  to-morrow  tooming. 
If  hia  health  will  perikiit. 

March  19.  The  lord  mayor  came  from 
the  city,  attended  by  a  gre&t  crowd  of 
fespectable  people,  as  the  auppoiter  of 
their  liberties.* 


*  **  lo  t«i^  morniog  the  followio^  hand  inll 
was  dispersed  about  the  city:—*  To  the  livery  • 
men,  freemen,  and  citizens  of  London.  Al- 
though our  lord  mayor  has  been  confined  to 
his  room  for  sixteen  days,  with  a  severe  fit  of 
the  gout,  and  is  still  much  indispOBed,  be  is 
"        '     1 40  be  ihia  dny  k  hia  aaat  at  the 


The  evidenoe,  wMoh  wtt  yeMeriiy 
given  fo/tiie  HoiaBe  by  the  Deputy  SeN 

jeant  at  Avma  attaaling  thia  Hoaie,  wss 
read;  and  th^  said  Deputy  Serjeant  at 
AnnI  w«a  fortber  ettammed  by  the  stid 
lord  mayon 

And  then  the  LordMa^or  was  heard  ia 
his  place  aa  follows : 

»  At  the  time  I  waa  admitted  an  alder* 
man  of  the  eity  of  London,  I  took  a  so- 
lenm  oath,  that  I  would  proieet  the  city 
of  London  in  thehr  fhmehises  and  rights: 
I  have  ever  done  so  to  the  t>e8t  of  mv  abi- 
litiea.  When  I  waa  adai^ted  into  the  of- 
fice of  lord  mayor,  I  waa^wom  in  the  same 
manner.  Thia  brooght  to  my  reneoH 
branee  what  a  charge  I  had  taken  upoa 
myself,  to  defend  im  people  who  were 
mider  my  pardcolar  jutvdiction.  I  knar 
that  mv  government,  in  dischaige  of  tfas 
office  I  WM  chosen  mito^  was  to  be  finom 
the  hiwa  and  cfasirtera,  gfwrted,  firom  time 
to  time,  to  the  oitiiEena  of  London.  By 
these  chariela  it  appears,  that  no  warrant, 
eomflumdft,  process,  or  sttaohment,  shall 
be  ezecnaed  wkfaAa  the  dty  of  Londoo, 
bailb;^theinitdatersoftheaamecirf.  At 
the  tune  the  mesaenger  waa  brought  be- 
foie  aae,  I  arieed  hhn  partlcuhit^i  if  he 
wast  consaaUeofthe  city  of  London,  or 
apeaceoftoer?  He  aaid  hewaanot.  I 
than  asked  him,  whether  he  had  m^eA 
to  any  UdoMiaii  of  the  dty  of  London  to 
back  the  waiVaAt,  ttet  It  nnght  be  pro- 
mty  encQtedf  He  aaid  he  had  not 
The^ieveval  ehmterngvantedtothe  city  of 
London  ha^  been  conflttned  by  act  of 
parliament,  made  in  the  reign  of  Williani 
andMavy.  I  knew  eitti^mely  well,  that 
If  I  had  not  acted  in  te  manner  I  did,  ia 
that  peraon,  I  abould  have 
been  guilCy  of  peiiury,  or  of  a  breach  of 

a  oath ;  1  Ihoi^fore  thought  it  too  con- 
titiotta  a  matter,  whidi  waa  (he  reason 
of  nqr  aotmg  tt  I  dhl.  Next  to  support- 
infr  and  exeeuting  the  dntiai  of  my  office 
crcbief  magistmte,  the  duty  T  owe  is  to 
this  House:  and  i  should  be  as  tender  ai 
any  member  of  this  Rouse  Of  the  liberties 
of  the  ConmiottB  of  Enghmd.  But  when 
I  knew  that  my  firat  and  grand  tie  was 
fh<t  of  a  maigjstrete  of  the  city  of  London ; 

House  of  Commons,  to  support  your  rights 
and  privileges,  even  though  he  should  be  ob* 
liged  to  be  carried  in  a  litter.  He  leaves  the 
Mansion-bouse  at  one  Of  the  cloclu' 

.**  And  in  the  afternoon  the  two  followmfr  :-* 
*  The  citifeent  of  Londbn,  and  all  the  frtfods  of 
ftaodom  ioihiattatMpalia,  amespeaiadeaftrii^ 
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tel  tfMugM  wat»  by  Ae  mA  I  had 
taken,  ajfirst  daty.  I  think  I  hare  doiw 
DO  more  than  my  doty.  I  hope  this 
HoasewiH  be  of  that  opinion.  With  re- 
spect to  the  comroitmenty  I  did  8^  such 
a  wBrnmt ;  but  at  the  save  time,  I  rather 
dened  die  person  migfat-  be  admitted  to 
bul,  wbich  I  much  pressed.  Bat  your  of- 
ficer irfoRd  to  give  bbil,  though  several 
mdenen,  then  present  at  the  Manaion- 
noQie,dbed  to  become  baaL  '  As  this  is 
thaiMflftiie  anster,  I  entirdysabral 
totiiejoitice  of  the  Hoose  of  Commons  ; 
hot,  at  the  same  time,  I  must  glory  in  my 
on  bieart,  m  having  ezecoted  what  I 
itisvsm  to  do^  at  &e  tanae  of  my  first 
bmNsing  a  nambrate;  if  I  had  gone  vo 
Mm  tfaaa  ducterginf^  Mfller,  and  had 
Brtpooeedsd  to  commit  the  messenger 
^theasnnlt,  I  apprehend  I  wailis&e 
tobecaLMnpon  in  the  court  of  King's- 
benek,  in  not  executing  ray  daty  as  a 
BiafBtme.  This  Hoosewifli  lamner- 
aiaded,  be  very  tender^  when  they  fiaa  on 
what  motive  I  ac^ed — I  mean  the  obliga- 
tioR,  by  the  oath  I  took  when  I  was  first 
appointed  a  magistrate.** 

Mr,  ^jieahBr  then  asked  the  Lord 
Mayor,  ir  be  did  not  choose  to  call  any 
^itDesaes,  or  produce  any  written  evidence, 
io  sapport  or  what  he  had  said. 

Tbe  Lord  Mnyor  called  for  the  city 


tte  lord  aiayor  btt<^  ftigm 
Hwm  af  Coamaoosy  aad 
Miamabotte.' 


ID  triunEi[ih  irrai  the 
aad  attend  him  ts  the 


'^'Tbeftcenen  of  London  are  reifDesled  la 
•ttcQ4  It  the  Heuae  of  Comoians,  in  order  to 
nadaet  their  lord  mayor  back  again  to  bis  own 


^  At  two  o'clock  in  the  aflemoon  the  lord 
Atyor  let  oot  from  the  BfaDsioo-house  in  a 
^"Mih,  to  attmid  tbe  Hoase  of  Commons,  in 
pVTtoiaee  of  »  aommons,  to  aoawer  for  his 
«iailiwtoiiPiidsy|«gt  Bia  loiMiip  appeaivd 
*|>7  feaUe  and  iiifinn,  bot  in  nioA  spirjia. 
2|5'  AMariMUi  diver,  and  bis  lorilibip'a  chap- 
hia,  Mr.  Evans,  were  in  the  same  eoach.  A 
P^^ut  crowd  of  the  better  sort  were  at*the 
llafisioii-hoQBe  and  |o  tbe  streets  near  it,  who 
^fied  their  approtwtion  by  repeated  huzzas, 
^idi  were  contioued  quite  irom  tbeMenaion- 
uhr  to  the  Houae  of  Commons.  On  bis  ar- 
'^  there,  one  nniversa^  shorn  was  heard  for 
>^Uiraeiiirinates»  and  the  people,  daring  tbe 
*MieptMigelo  the  House,  called  oot  to  the 
M  m^  «a  the '  Ptappte'a  firiead*  tbeguar* 
dan  of  the  cito'a  right,  and  tbe  aatioa'a  lihep- 
ll^-'  About  five  o'clock  bis  lordship  returned 
"^  Attended  by  a  great  Dumber  of  people ; 
^•il  tbe  populace  took  the  horses  out  of  the  car- 
{^a^St.  Pkul^,  and  drewihe  coach  lo  the  < 
y   "Geatf eifl«fl%  Bfagasios. 


dNtitm,  which  he  said  lie  had  evAmd  f^ 
bebrooght;  but  the  oilcei*  didnocoHianA 
with  then.  Re  thenmoved^Aetan  Act* 
made  in  the  2d  of  WiUlnm  and  Mary,  in. 
titttied,  <  An  Act  fiyr  revenring  the  judg- 
ment in  «  Qew  Warranto*  against  the  cky 
of  London,  and  for  restoring  the  dty  of 
London  to  its  ancient  rights  and  pfiviiegeB/ 
might  be  read.  And  the  saine  was  read 
aeeordtegly. 

The  Lord  Mayor  acqoaintkig  th# 
House,  that  hofirand  hioBelf  outof  orders 
and  could  not  attend  any  kHiger,  withouft 
prejudice  to  his  health,  |ie»  with  leave  ;Df 
the  House^  withdrew. 

Ordered,  That  the  further  considecatioii 
of  the  said  matter  be  adjourned  till  Fridagr^ 
morning  next*  / 

Ordered,  That  Brass  Crosby,  esq.  lord 
mayor  of  tbe  city  of  London,  do  attend 
this  House,  in*  his  place,  upon  Fridiy 
morning  next,  if  his  health  vmL  permit. 

The  lord  nsayor  horing  informed  tbn 
House,  that  he  thought  htmself  obliged  to 
act  as  he  did,  by  the  oath  he  had  taken, 
as  lord  mayor,  to  preserve  the  liberties  of 
^e  citizens  of  London,  granted  by  several 
t^wrtem  granted  to  the  city  of  London^ 
and  supposed,  to  haive  been  confirmed  by 
act  ot  parliament,  d^nwl  that  conned 
might  be  heard  to  that  point. 

Lord  North  aaked  Sir.  Txecothlck  Ik 
Question. 

Mr.  TVvcoiM^t  having  stood  op  to  aii^ 
•wer  it,  took  that  opportunity  to  move, 
<<  That  counsel  be  at  liberty  to  be^houiA 
to  that  point;"  the  lord  m»fot  having 
dedarea  thot  what  he  had  done  was  in 
consequence  ofhiseatfa,  and  the  diitttersxF 
the  city  of  London. 

Lord  Notth  accused  Mr.  Trecothick  of 
making  his  motion  im^rly,  taking  the  op- 
portunity which  the  noble  lord's  question 
nad  given  him,  of  being  in  possession  of 
the  House ;  for  that  he  oi^ght  only  to  have 
answered  his  lordship's  question,  and  le^ 
his  lordship  in  poasession  of  the  Honse, 
who  when  ne  should  have  received  theanf 
swer,  intended  to  have  moved,  that  the 
clerk  of  the  lord  mayor  should  attend  with 
the  book,,  in  whidi  the  recognizances  are 
entered. 

The  minori*^!  however,  insisting  on  the 
nfOticMi,  loid  North  moved  the  previous 
question,  and  adisorderly  debate  ensued. 
On  one  side  it  wns  said,  That,  as  the  lord 
mayor  did  not  deny  the  pivilege  of  thd 
SIcnMe,  but  only  claimed  f»r'the  ctliaeits 
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im  exemption  fi'om  it,  by  charters  and  act 
pf  parliament,  it  was  properly  a  question 
\o  oe  debated  b^  lawyers:  that,  if  the  city 
md,  this  exemption,  it  was  a  direct  answer 
to  the  accusation ;  as  an  act  of  parliament, 
being  the  act  of  the  whole  le^lature, 
would  undoubtedly  destroy  a  privilege  of 
the  House. ,  On  the  other  side  it  was  said, 
that  the  House  had  never  allowed  counsel 
to  be  heard  against  its  privileges ;  and  that, 
as  the  subject  of  argument  in  this  case 
could  only  be  an  exemption  of  the  city 
from  this  authority,  they  could  not,^con- 
aistently  with  the  custom  of  parliament, 
allow  counsel  now. 

The  previous  question  being  put,  That 
that  question  be  now  put ;  the  House  di- 
Tided.    The  No^  went  forth. 

Tellers. 

So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

Lord  North  then  moved,  **  That  — • 
Morgan,  clerk  to  the  lord  mayor,  do  at- 
tend this  House  to-morrow  morning,  with 
the  minutes  taken  before  the  lord  mayor, 
relative  to  the  messenger  of  this  House 
pving  security  for  his  appearance,  at  the 
next  general  quarter  sessions  of  the  peace 
for  the  dty  or  London,  to  answer  such  in- 
dictments as  msLV  be'^referred  against  him, 
for  the  supposed  asaault  and  imprisonment 
ofJ.Miller.'» 

This  was  supported  by  Mr.  Wedder- 
bume  and  Mr.  C.  Fox:  they  said,  that 
the  honour  of  the  House  was  concerned  in 
▼indicating  their  own  act,  that  having  or- 
dered their  messenger  to  apprehend  Mil- 
ler, he  could  not  be  guilty  ot  an  assault  in 
execution  of  his  office;  that  it  was  most 
disgraceful  for  the  House  to  sufer  their 
•ervant,  who  had  equal  protection  with  any 
member,  or  even  the  Speaker,  to  remain 
one  instant  in  con6nement. 

Mr.  Dowdeswell  and  Mr.  Dunning,  on 
the  contrary,  urged  that  this  step  was  pre- 
tnature;  first,  as  it  would  prejudge  the 
question  against  the  lord  mayor,  vas  it 
would  be  saying  the  House  had  acted 
right,  which  was  yet  in  issue:  second,  that 
in  cases  of  breach  of  the  peace,  there  was 
no  privilege.  Now,  if  the  mayor  had  done 
ri^ht,  if  the  city  had  such  exemption,  the 
seizing  Miller  roust  be  construed  a  breadi 
of  the  peace,  and  therefore  the  messengjer 
)iad  no  claim  to  privilege.  Mr.  Dunning 
put  some  very  strong  cases  to  prove  this. 


The  House  divided.  The  Teas  ^vent 
forth. 

TeUers.' 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Ordered,  That  Richard  Oliver,  esq.  al- 
derman of  the  city  of  London,  a  member 
of  this  House,  ,do  attend  this  House,  in  his 
place,  upon  Friday  next. 

March  20.  The  lord  mayor  having, 
yesterday,  informed  the  House,  that  be 
thought  himself  obliged  to  act  as  he  did, 
by  the  oath  he  had  taken,  as  lord  mayor, 
to  preserve  the  liberties  of  the  dtizens  of 
London,  granted  by  the  several  charters 
granted  to  the  city  of  London,  and  sup« 
posed  to  have  been  confirmed  by  act  of 
parliament;  and  having  desired  that  coun* 
sel  may  be  heard  to  this  point ; 

Mr.  Trecoihick  moved,  <«  That  counsel 
be  at  liberty  to  be  heard,  upon  Friday 
morning  next,  to  this  point.'* 

Sir  George  Savile  took  up  the  assertion, 
that  it  was  a  rule  of  the  House  not  to  ad- 
mit counsel  to  debate  on  their  privileges. 
He  said,  that,  if  there  was  such  a  rule,  it 
ought  to  subsist  no  longer,  being  in  the 
highest  degi;ee  oppressive  and  unjust ;  as 
it  would  prevent  any  person,  who  should 
be  accused  before  the  House,  from  making 
his  dtfence,  if  his  defence,  as  was  very 
likely,  should  require  him  to  plead  to  th^ 
jurisdiction  c^  the  court,  whicn  would  cer* 
tainly  be  to  dispute  their  privileges ;  that 
there  could  be  no  reason  why  such  person 
should  not  make  the  same  plea  by  counsel, 
as  he  might  make  himself:  that  the  deci- 
sion upon  i4ie  merits  of  the  plea  would  be 
still  in  them,  which  was  all  that  ought  in 
justice  to  be  desired.  And  he  observed 
further,  the  rule  itself,  uyurious  as  it  was, 
did  not  preclude  the  ford  mayor  from 
pleading  Dy  counsel  in  the  present  case, 
as  his  plea  would  not  be  against  a  |)rivi- 
lege,  but  against  the  exertion  of  privilege 
where  there  was  none.  He  appealed  to 
the  feelings  of  the  House,  whether,  when 
counsel  was  allowed  in  ail  courts  of  jus- 
tice, to  every  criminal,  c;ven  in  high  trea- 
son, this  House  alone  should  act  on  such 
unjust  principles  as  to  deny  such  aid. 

The  ministry  refused  to  agree  to  this; 
they  avowed  the  rule,  though  they  couia 
bring  no  instancci  except  in  the  reigi^^  ^ 
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HeniT  8»  when  counsel  was  denied  to  a 
sheriff  of  London  who  was  accused  at  the 
bar;  tbat  as  the  motion  now  stood,  it 
plaioljr  gave  power  to  the  counsel,  to  be 
Wd  ^^st  their  privilege:  to  shew, 
therdbre,  the  extent  of  this  motion,  they 
nored  an  amendment,  bj  adding  **  That 
die  House  of  Commons  have  not  a  right 
to  enforce  the  execution  of  thei^  orders 
withm  tbe  city  of  London." 

Thism  opposed  by  the  minority,  and 
the  ddrate  waa  carried  on  with  coolness 
and  srgoment  for  nine  or  ten  hours.  The 
nmantf  pleaded  reason  and  the  constant 
oagem  the  courts  below;  the  ministry 
jmded  the  custom  of  parliament 

llien  the  question  being  put.  That  those 
voids  be  added,  at  the  end  of  the  said  pro- 

e  question ;  the  House  divided.    The 
irent  forth. 

Tellers. 

Yp*«  c Doctor  Burrell  -    -    -l   ^nn 
"^^  J  Mr.  St.  Leger  Douglas  $    ^^ 

So  it  was  resolyed  in  the  affirmative. 
Then  the  main  question,  so  amended, 
bang  put,  it  passed  m  the  negative. 

General  CowuMy  then  moved,  <<  That  the 
lord  mayor  of  tbe  city  of  London  be  at  li- 
berty to  be  h»urd»  upon  Friday  morning 
oext,  by  his  counsel,  upon  all  such  points 
as  do  not  controvert  the  privileges  of  this 
House." 

This  the  minority  protested  against  as  a 
mockery;  it  was  openiikg  the  mouths  of 
counsel,  andat  the  same  time  telling  them 
they  should  not  speak,  as  it  would  be  im« 
{wssible  to  plead  the  lord  mayor's  case 
without,  in  some  degree,  controverting  the 
privileges  of  the  House.    The  motion  was 


The  order  of  the  day  being  read,  for 
tbe  attendance  of  John  Wilkes,  esq.  alder- 
Burn  of  London, 

Sir  JoiepA  Mambey  said :  When  I  made 
the  motion  originalhr  for  the  attendance 
«f  Mr.  Wilkes,  I  did  it  without  any  com- 
munication, directly  or  indirectly,  with 
bim  on  the  subject,  and  without  knowing 
whether  it  would  or  would  not  beagreeable 
to  him.  1  desired  this  attendance,  be- 
muse he  appeared  to  me  to  be  equally 
^inal,  if  any  criminality  had  been  in- 
ured, which  1  deny,  with  tfie  worthy 
<bief  magistrate,  who  has  been  ordered  to 
fttend  in  his  place :  he  was  aiding,  assist- 
%  and  advising  in  tbe  steps  diat  led  to 


the  commitment  of  the  messenger  for  an 
assault,  which  has  given  such  umbrage  to 
the  House.  I  will  go  farther,  and  say, 
though  it  has  not  yet  come  out  in  evi- 
dence before  the  House,  that  every  gen- 
tleman knows,  that  after  this  House  had 
addressed  the  crown  to  advertise  a  reward 
for  apprehending  the  printers,  and  when, 
in  consequence  of  a  proclamation  for  that 

Surpose,  one  of  them  was  so  apprehended, 
f  r.  Wilkes  first  began  the  insult  on  what 
you  call  your  privilege,  discharged  the 
printer,  and  bound  the  person  over  in  9 
reco^izance  to  answer  for  such  appre- 
hension. If  any  thing  criminal  fias  been 
done,  he  is  certainly  the  greatest  criminal ; 
and  yet  gentlemen  who  have  felt  so  much 
for  the  honour  and  privilege  of  the  House, 
betrayed  a  disposition  to  take  no  sort  of 
notice  of  him.  I  thought  he  should  be 
ordered  to  attend,  and,  in  consequence, 
he  was  directed  to  attend  this  day.  I  have 
not  seen  him  since;  but  when  l  came  to 
attelA  my  duty  here,  1  had  this  letter  put 
into  niy  bands  in  the  lobby,  by  a  gentle- 
man sent  by  him^  which  is  now  unopened, 
and  which  I  was  desired  to  deliver  to  the 
Speaker  in  the  name  of  Mr.  Wilkes :  I 
deliver  it  accordingly,  ana  desire  it  mtty 
be  read. 

Mr.  Speaher. — I  most  complain  to  the 
House  of  the  hon.  gentleman's  disrespect 
to  me  personally,  and  of  the  indignity 
ofieted  to  the  House,  in  not^  delhrering 
sooner  the  letter  into  my  hands ;  he  ought 
in  candour  to  have  ffiven  it  me  earlier  in 
the  day ;  I  will  not  Took  at  the  contents, 
it  shall  not  be  opened  now-^it  is  using 
me  with  want  of  respect ;  and  I  submit  to 
th^  House,  whether  the  hon.  gentleman's 
conduct  does  not  deserve  reprehension. 
How  can  I  tell  whether  the  letter  be  pro- 
per or  not  to  be  communicated  to  the 
House  till  1  have  read  it  ?  I  have  received 
many  letters  lately,  the  contents  of  which 
have  been  vely  improper. 

After  this  there  was  a  cry  of  *  hear* 
hear,'  from  gentlemen  near  the  treasury- 
bench,  as  if  they  assented  to  the  propriety 
of  the  Speaker's  rebuke  of  sir  Joseph. 

^  Mr.  Dyson  objected  to  the  letter  being 
read. 

Sir  Joseph  Maxobey.  I  trust  the  House 
has  too  much  candour  to  condemn  me 
unheard  i  and  I  hope  so  to  explain  my 
conduct,  that  it  shall  no  longer  appear 
eiUier  personally,  disrespectful  to  you.  Sir, 
or  derogatory  to  the  dignity  of  the  House. 
My  ix&j  in  delxverbg  the  letter  was  so 
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fiur  from  being  the  epbct  of  inemlity,  that 
i^  arose  merely  irom  an  opinioQi  wliich 
yet  I  see  no  reason  to  give  up,  that  it 
could  not  with  propriety  be  delivered 
^oner.  I  conceived.  Sir,  and  so  I  do 
atUly  that  I  should  have  been  guiltv  of  a 
breadi  of  order,  if  I  had  delivered  it  beforfs 
the  order  of  the  day  for  Mr.  Wilkes>  at- 
tendance had  been  read*  The  letter, 
though  it  is  directed  to  you,  was  designed 
for  the  House;  it  relates  to  an  order  of 
die  House;  and  vou.  Sir,  are  a  servant  of 
the  House,  and  through  you,  in  virtue  of 
your  situation,  it  was  to  be  coinmunicated 
to  the  House.  It  was  put  into  my  hands 
in  the  lobby  after  two  o'clock,  and  if  I 
bad  delivered  it  sooner,  1  must  have  in.- 
truded  upon  the  private  business  in  which 
you  and  the  House  were  then  engaged, 
or  have  interrupted  the  important  motion 
which  has  for  so  many  hours  fixed  the  at- 
tention of  the  House ;  and  in  either  case  I 
should  have  thought  my  conduct  highly 
improper.  I  thought  the  only  time  when 
Ac  letter  could  be  delivered  with  pro- 
prietyj  was  that  y/hen.  I  did  deliver  it ; 
when  the  name  of  Mr.  Wilkes  was  r^ii- 
larly  broi^t  before  you  by  the  order  of 
t}ie  day,  and  when  tfie  noble  lord  was 
about  to  renew  the  order  for  his  attendance* 

Mr.  Thomas  De  Grey  : 

Sir;  I  an  afraid,  it  is  too  manifest 
thajt  ^othbig  is  intended  by  the  hoa.  gon- 
flfman  who  has  delivered  the  letter,  and 
lus  party,  but  delay.  My  lord  mayor's  in« 
dispuQfiitiqn  IS  to  put  offxi^r  business  for  a 
day;  then  the  business  of  the  two  alder- 
nien  jp  to  be  taken  into  consideration, 
put  there  is  a  collateral  poin^  to  he  can- 
ned; the  worth V  alderman  and  Mr. 
Wilkes  4U»  afraid  of  being  £9i^ten  by 
their  friends  the  mob,  «aa  they  want  tp 
treat  them  with  another  hoUday :  they  xum 
be  made  conspicuous  only  by  eur  notice, 
and  it  is  only  by  our  notice  ftat  the  great 
patriot  can  be  preserved  from  total  obloguy 
and  contempt.  I  am,  tlierefere,  of  opi- 
nion, diat  we  riio«ild  ghe  ourselves  no 
trouble  wbmxt  then.  Our  proceeding 
agnaatlhen,  wUl  be  at  onee  aa  injury  to 
^Bp  and  a  benefit  to  them;  it  io0j[  make 
a  prorogaUon  necessary,  which  is  what 
tbqr  want  to  briag  on,  and  what  we  ought 
to  avoid.  X  hope^  therefisre,  we  shall 
proceed  in  lUBserting  our  privileges  without 
flelay. 

Lord  John  C^fomXsh  : 

S^;   I  do  not  xise  up  te  «ay  A 


wocd  about  the  leUer  ;*  for  the  reading  ar 
not  reading  it  are  to  me  perfectly  mdif- 
ferent:  but  I  rise  to  remm4  gentlemeo 
who  talk  of  delay,  tha^  our  other  busineif 
is  interrupted  by  a  aubject  which  tbey 
have  brought  before  us,  and  of  wbidi, 
tbere&re,  I  hope,  they  do  not  wish  to  pre- 
veixt  a  &ir  discussion*  Our  time  has,  io- 
deed^  been  taken  up ;  hut  I  see  no  ooloar 
for  complaints  of  delay*  The  lord  mayor 
thought  counsel  necessary  ;  you  deny  mat 
he  ought  to  haye  counsel :  a  debate  en- 
sues ;  where  is  the  delay  i  If  gentlemen 
did  not  think  this  business  woruv  of  our 
time,  they  should  not  have  brou^itbe- 
fore  us:  if  it  is  expected  that  we  should 
decide,  certainly  we  ought  tp  have  time  to 
examine. 

Mr.  Dc^todeswell  •* 

Sir ;  I  know  nothing  of  the  letter 
that  has  been  delivered  to  you;  but  I 
think  my  hon.  friend  behind  me  perfectlj 
in  the  r^t,  with  respect  to  the  time  that 
he  took  to  present  it  The  letter  may 
contain  reasons  ^y  Mr.  Wilkes  does  not 
chuse  to  appear  in  ccmseiyieace  of  your 
order ;  ana  what  time  so  proper  £br  deli- 
vering such  reasons  as  when  the  order  for 
his  appearance  is  read  ?  And,  now  I  sm 
up,  1  desire  to  know  why  we  have  heaxd 
notfiing  of  the  Prodaraation.  la  the  dis- 
charging a  person,  who.  has  been  at>pve' 
liended  in  consequence  ef  an  addreiB 
of  the  House,  ten  an  offimee  against  iti 
privileges,  than  the  binding  over  jrour 
messenger  to  appear  for  an  assaolt  ?  Aie 
gentlemen  so  delicately  tender  upon  thh 
point,  beeansethe  prodamatioe  was  iUeg^^ 
if  the  prodamation  was  legd,  the  dis- 
diarge  was  not  legal  %  and  yet  we  hear  no* 
thing  about  ft.  Mc.  Twme  Carpenter 
seizes  the  person  of  Mr.  Wheble,  in  tfsn- 
quence  of  the  proclamation,  and  is  foreed 
to  enter  into  e  reGOgni;Eaiice  for  bis  Wt^' 
anee  for  an  assauHt  luod  yet  you  take  09 
care  of  him. 

Bfr.  SefidCorOeneral  Wedderhvm: 

£Ur;  whether  the  preclamatino  ^ 
leg^l  or  not,  I  shaD  not  now  say ;  I  h^v^ 
tiff9e^  given  that  question  any  discus^ioo^ 
I  hope  that  proclamation  wili  never  com^ 
here;  the  courts  of  law  are  the  proper 
pkcesto  determine  that  question;  and  not 
the  House  of  Commons.  Ihopetbej^ 
lity  of  proclamation,  on  the  part  of  ^ 
crown,  will  never  cone  to  he  di«ctt«w 
aiqr  where.  As  to  Mr.  Twine  Carpeot^j 
for  viiom  the  h€»*£entlem«ibi«  ^W^ 
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fit  to  becotne  an  advocate,  •!  shall  certainly 
oppose  the  giving  him  any  support ;  he  is 
neitber  more  nor  less  than  a  familiar  of 
Mr.  Wbeble,  called  his  devil ;  by  a  com- 
pact between  this  devil  and  Wheble,  the 
devil  arrests  him.  This  arrest,  the  city 
magistrates  determined  to  be  illegal,  and 
therefore  they  bound  the  devil  over  to 
answer  &r  what  he  had  done.  Now,  as  it 
maoifesdy  appears,  that  the  devil  and  the 
printer  are  in  compact,  I  think  the  wisest 
thing  we  can  do,  is  to  leave  the  devil  to 
the  printer,  and  the  printer  to  his  devil. 
Wlieiber  printer  beats  devil,  or  devil  beats 
printer,  is  of  no  consequence.  There  may, 
poaibiy,  be  the  devil  to  do,  and  certainly 
tto  will  be  the  devil  to  pay;  but  that 
is  nothing  to  ua :  if  the  devil  has  been 
paid  already,  and  received  the  reward  that 
vas  offered  by  the  proclamation,  he  has 
fiurly  out  witted  the  noble  lord  near  me. 
Whether  he  has,  or  has  not,  I  do  not 
hiow;  bat  I  hope  that  the  devil  will  find 
BO  friends  in  this  House,  and  that  however 
busy  be  may  have  been  in  the  city,  and 
howe?erbuay  the  city  may  have  been  with 
him,  we  shall  have  nothiog  to  do  with  him, 
Dor  give  him  an  opportunity  of  having  any 
thing  to  do  with  us. 

Lord  North  then  moved,  that  Mr. 
Wilkes  might  attend  the  House  on  Mon- 
day moraing. 

Mr.  Seymour  s^id,  that  he  could  not 
mffier  the  affiiir  of  the  proclamation  to 
drop;  that  no  gentleman  seemed  bold 
enough  to  support  it ;  but  he  declared  it 
to  be  illegal,  and  would  certainly  brin|; 
the  question  before  the  House  for  a  seri- 
ous discuteion  before  the.  session  should 
be  ended. 

,  Sir  Joseph  Mamhei^  attempted  several 
times  to  read  a  copy  of  Wilkes's  Letter,* 

*  The  following  is  a  Copt  of  Mr.  Wilkes's 
l^exTKR  to  the  Speaker: 

^     '•  Limdon^  March  80,  1771. 

'*  Sir ;  I  this  moming  received  an  order,  com- 
BUMlioii^  my  attendance  this  day  in  the  House 
<ir  Commons.  1  observe  that  no  notice  is  taken 
^oe  in  yoor  order  as  a  member  of  the  House, 
'*<l  that  I  am  not  required  to  attend  in  my 
)j*c«*  Both  these  oircumstancas,  according  to 
peMided  form,  ought  to  have  been  mentioned 
10  mv  esse,  and  1  bold  tbem  absolutelv  indis- 
f^'we.  Id  the  name  of  the  freeholders  of 
NNMleiex  1  again  demand  my  seat  in  parlia- 
**st,  havib^  U^e  honour  of  being  freely  chosen, 
^.*  ^^  gr«st  maiority,  one  of  the  represen- 
^*et  far  the  said  county.  I  am  ready  to 
^  the  oaths,  prescribed  by  btw.  and  to  give 


but  was  as  often,  called  to*  order,  and  pre- 
vented from  going  on.  He  then  said  witif 
some  warmth,  I  submit  to  the  noble  lord'e 
consideration,  whether  he  will  renew  tho 
order  for  Mr.  Wilkes's  attendance ;  I  be- 
lieve such  order  will  not  be  complied  with. 
I  was  at  first,  am  stDl,  and  shall  continue 
to  the  last  hour  of  my  life,  to  be  of  opi- 
nion, that  he  ought  to  attend  in  hUplace^ 
and.. 

General  Contuoy  •• 

I  speak  to  order.  I  cannot  sit  stifll 
and  hear  the  hon.  gentleman  arraign  and 
vilify  the  acts  of  this  House,  in  violation  of 
all  decency ;  it  is  turning  our  deliberations 
into  farce,  and  setting  them  up  as  the  object 
of  ridicule.  I  have  no  personal  disrespect 
to  the  hon.  gentleman,  out  I  think  every 
member  bound  to  support  the  honour  of 
the  House.  He  has  arraigned  the  acts  of 
this  House,  and,  if  that  is  suffered,  thii 
House  is  nothinff  but  a  name,  without  dig- 
nity, without  influence,  without  legisUtivd 
authority.  I  call  upon  the  House  to  as- 
sert and  support  its  own  resolutions ;  an<l 
I  call  upon  the  hon.  gentleman  to  recon- 
bile  an  attempt  to  read  a  letter,  after  hav* 
ing  disclaimed  a  knowledge  of  its  con- 
tents, either  with  common  sense,  or  the 
laws  of  the  House,  or  the  duty  of  his  sta- 
tion. 

Mr.  Solicitor  General  fVedderbum  : 

I  agree  in  the  Qpinion  of  the  hon. 
gentleman  who  spoke  last,  and  think  that 
Die  expression  which  he  has  censured  is  a 
breach  of  order:  it  strikes  at  the  very 
existence,  as  well  as  the  honour  of  parlia- 
ment ;  and  we  ought  immediately  to  take 
it  into  consideration. 

-Mr.  Cavendish  : 

I  speak  to  order.  Sir,  but  I  appre- 
hend it  has  not  been  broken  by  the  hon. 


in  my  qualification  aa  knigbt  of  the  abire. 
When  I  have  been  admitted  to  my  seat,  1  will 
immediately  gi? e  the  House  the  most  exact 
detail,  which  will  necessarily  comprehend  a  full 
justification  of  m^  conduct  relauve  to  the  lata 
illegal  proclamation,  equally  injurioas  to  the^ 
faonoi|r  of  the  crown,  and  the  rights  of  the.  sub-' 
ject,  and  likewise  the  whole  bnsiness  of  the 
printers.  I  ba?e  acted  entifelyfrom  a  sense 
of  duty  to  this  great  city,  whose  franchisee 
1  am  Sworn  to  maintain,  and  to  my  country, 
whose  noble  constitution  f  reverence,  and  whose 
liberties,  at  the  price  of  my  blood,  at  the  last 
moment  of  my  life,  I  will  defehd  and  au^port. 
I  am,  Sir,  your  nvst  bumble  savant, 

•«  John  YfuJm.** 


115] 


II  GEORGE  m. 


Proceedings  againd  the  Ihinien 


[110 


gentleniaii  who  produced  'le  lettery  but 
by  those  who  have  thought  fit  to  censure 
flpd|  interrupt  him*  I  apprehend,  Sir,  that 
tyisry  man  na§  a  right  to  ajrai^  even  an 
Act  of  paj-liani^nt,  if  he  thinks  it  improper 
q^  pernicious ;  tor  upon  what,'  hot  such  a 
right,  is  the  repeal  and  amendment  of  acts 
of  parliament  founded  ?  And  surely,  Sir, 
if  a  member  of  this  House  has  a  right  to 
express  freely  his  sentiments  concerning 
an  act  of  parliament,  h^  can  be  under  no 
ceatraiota  with  respect  to  a  resolution  of 
this  House.  I  think  the  hon.  eeiitle- 
iDan  had  a  right,  to  say  what  he  dicU  H^ 
4aid,  that  he  thought  Mr.  Wilkes  ought  to 
attend  in  his  place ;  and  what  is  there  dis- 
orderly or  reprehensible  in  that  i 

Mr.  Charles  Fox : 

I  speak  to  order ;  the  words  were 
not  taken  down,  but  it  seems  to  be  aereed. 
that  the  hon.  gentleman  said,  Mr.  Wilkes 
ought  to  attend  in  his  place  ;  and  I  insist 
upon  it,  that  in  this  expression  he  was  dis- 
orderly; for  the  House  h^  determined, 
thai  Mf.  Wilkes  has  no  place  in.  this 
House.  If  the  declaration  of  a  single 
member,  contrary  to  a  resolution  of  Uie 
Hous^,  is  not  disorderly,  there  is  no  such 
tfiiqg  as  disorder.  The  House  says,  Mr. 
Wilkes  has  no  place ;  the  hon.  gentleman, 
by  Implication,  says  he  has  a  place.  This 
is  treatioe  the  House,  so  as  no  gentlemen 
Ireat  each  other,  and  the  absurdity  of  in- 
ferring a  right  to  do  tt^is,  from  a  right  to 
object  to  inconveniences  arising  from  an 
act  of  parliament,  a&  reasons  for  a. repei^' 
of  it»  16  as  gross  aa  the  insult.  The  vali- 
dity of  an  act  of  parliament  is  admitted  by 
the  very  first  motion  towards  its  repeal; 
and  it  is  not  its  e£Scacy,  but  its  propriety 
that  is  brought  into  auestion.  But  what 
has  now  b^  said,  does  not  attack  the 
propriety  of  a  resolution,  but  its  efficacy. 
The  House  has  resolved,  that  Mr.  W^ilkes 
has  no  phice  here,  and  the  hon.  gentleman 
does  not  say  that  he  ought  to  have  a  place 
here,  but  that  he  has  one.  If  this.  Sir,  is 
not  a  denial  of  the  power,-  and  even  the 
existence  of  this  Houte,  I  should  b^  ghid 
to  know  what  is. 

Sir  Joseph  Maahey  : 

If  the  House  is  of  opinion  that  I 
ought  not  to  go  into  any.  arraignment  of 
past  proceedingB,  I  will  not  attempt  to  re- 
peat it;  but  ihope  to  be  permitted  to 
reply  to  some  things  that  have  fidlen  from 
thie  hon.  gentlemen  who  have  called  me  to 
•rdcr.     The  hon.  gentleman  under  the 


gallery  said,  that  on  first  giving  in  the  let- 
ter, 1  disclaimed  a  knowledge  of  its  con- 
tents. Sir,  I  insist  upon  it  I  said  no  such 
thing';  I  am  in  the  judffmeht  and  recollec- 
tion of  the  House  ;  1  did  not,  I  could  not 
n^ean  to  say  any  thing  like  it.  ^  The  letter 
was  given  me  by  a  gentleman  in  the  lobby; 
he  gave  me  at  the  same  time  the  copy  I 
attempted  to  read  in  Mr.  Wilkes  own 
hand-wridng.  1  had  some  doubts  in  my 
own  mind,  whether  the  House  would 
receive  the  letter ;  If  they  should  not,  I 
always  intended  to  communicate  the  con- 
tents as  part  of  my  speech.  I  was  glad 
to  know  tne  contents  tor  another  reason, 
that  I  might  put  nothing  indecent  6r  im- 
proper into  your  hands.  I  cautiously 
avoided  saying  any  thing  that  might  look 
like  an  ignorance  of  the  contents  of  the 
letter;  the  hon.  gentleman,  therefore, was 
totally  mistaken,  when  he  said  1  had  dis- 
claimed a  knowledge  of  the  contents  of 
the  letter.  I  did  not  expect,  after  the 
very  lively,  pleasant,  and  jocular  mannei' 
in  which  the  learned  counsel  has  entertain* 
ed  the  House  lately,  that  he,  above  all 
men,  would  have  reflected  upon  my  not 
being  serious ;  I  was  pleased  with  his  plea- 
santry, because  it  relieved  the  House 
mnch,  after  a  debate  that  has  been  ve^ 
long,  and  of  a  sort  not  in  general  the  most 
entertaining.  I  possess  none  of  that  hon. 
gentleman's  faculties.  If  the  House  ever 
laughs  at  any  thing  that  falls  from  me,  it 
must  be  at  my  absurdities.  >^  An  hon- 
eentleman  has  talked  of  buffoonery  \  is  it 
tnen  buffoonery  to  give  the  House  an  ac- 
count of  the  reasons  which  induced  a  gen- 
tleman who  was  ordered  to  attend  you,  to 
refuse  such  attendance  ?  I  wished  to  hw 
given  them  the  letter;  since  thatisdemea 
me»  I  am  to  tell  the.  House,  that  Mr. 
Wilkes  refuses,  and  will  refuse  to  attend 
you,  because  the  order  was  not  made  out 
fiir.him  to  attend  in  his  place.  He  saySf 
what  you,  I  know,  will  deny,  that  he  ^^ 
duly  elected  knight  of  the  shire  for  tba 
county  of  Middlesex,  by  a  great  majonty 
of  the  freeholden^  of  tliat  county ;  that  ha 
still  considers  himself  to  be,  whacyou  wil* 
also  deny,  the  legal  representative  of  that 
county;  he  insists  on  taking  ^^^^^ 
this  House,  and  says  he  cannot  attend, 
unless  the  order  be  made  out  in  the  usuw 
manner  for  a  member.  An  hon.  g^""^! 
man  says,  he  desires  to  take  no  notice  o 
Mr.  Wak^,  nor  Mr.  Oliver,  because  it  w^  J 
render  them  important.  Will  not  I"* 
argument  have  as  much  weight  wbenap*  j 
phed  to  the  lord  mayor  ?  That  magifit**^' 
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my  boosfriendy  was  before  high  in  tfaecsti- 
madoo  cf  hit  fellow  citizens.  I  believe  his 
hte  ocndoct  will  not  sink  his  reputation. 
He  will  take  no  notice  of  Mr.  Wilkes  or 
Mr.  Oliver.  Will  joa  suffer  them  then 
sgaiD  to  oommit  your  messenger  i  Is  Mr. 
Wflket  to  be  considered  as  above  or  be- 
neaib  the  law  i  Will  he  not  again  release 
your  priioners  i  These  arguments  I  sub- 
mit to  die  noble  lord  as  a  reason  why  he 
should  consider  whether  in  his  mind  he 
should  order  Mr.  Wilkes  agam  to  attend. 

Lord  North's  motion  was  agreed -to. 
Tbe  other  order  of  the  day  was  for  the 
attandsnce  of  Mr.  Morgai^  the  lord 
Btjor's  clerk,  with  the  book  of  recog- 
sinnces.  He  was  called  in ;  and  ordered 
sp  to  the  table.  The  book  was  opened, 
sod  the  recognizance  of  William  Whit- 
ham,  messenger  to  the  House,  read. 

The  sldennen,  Oliver,  Sawbridge,  Tre- 
Gothick,  and  several  other  members,  were 
so  shocked  at  this  violent  and  arbitrary 
auack  00  the  laws'of  the  land,  that  they 
csuU  not  bear  to  be  spectators  of  the 
slarmiqg  transaction  which  they  expected 
woold  follow,  and  therefore  immediately 
kh  the  House. 

Lord  NorUi  moved,  that  the  messen- 
aer's  recognizance  be  erased  out  of  the 
lord  nUiypr's  book.  Lord  Beauchamp  se- 
coadedtbe  motion.  Then,  as  they  had 
the  lord  mayor's  clerk  in  their  custocfy, 
the^  made  him  erase  it. 

Lord  North  moved,  that  there  should 
be  no  further  proceedings  at  law  b  that 
ciBe.  Lord  Beauchamp  seconded  that 
Aotion.  It  wfla  then  inade  a  Reaolotion 
sf  the  House. 

March  22.  The  several  orders  of  the  dsiy 
being  read,  for  taking  into  further  conside- 
ntion  the  evidence,  which,  upon  Monday 
^  was  given  to  this  Hoiise,  by  the  deputy 
fcrieantat  Arms;  and  for  the  attendance' 
of  Brais  Crosby,  eso*  lo^d  mayor  of  Ldn- 
doD,  in  his  place ;  Mr.  Speaker  acquainted 
^  Houses  that  he  had  received  a  letter 
«oni  the  lord  mayor,  desiring  him  to  in- 
"!^  the  House,  that  his  late  attendance 
*P<m  the  House  had  increased  his  dis- 
order; than  he  was  at  prteent  uni^le  to 
go  sbroad ;  but  would  attend  in  his  place 
» toon  aa  his  health  woold  permit.  And 
^  said  letter  was  read. 

Ordeied,  That  the  further  consUeration 
«uie siid matter  bb adjournbd  till  Mon- 
%neit  That  Brass  Crdsby,  tsq.  lord 
^«  qC  iMmdoiB^  da  attend  this  HoHse, 


in  his  slf(ee,  upon  Monday,  next,  if  his 
health  will  tuin  permit.  That  the  lord 
mayor  be  then  at  liberty  to  be  heard,  by 
his  counsel,  upon  all  such  points  as  do  not 
controvert  the  privileges  of  this  House. 

Mr.  Welbpre  EUis  moved,  that  Mr.  Al- 
derman Oliver  be  now  proceeded  against* 
.  He  uiged,  that  the  c^se  of  the  lord  mayor 
and  ofthe  aldermen  was  diiferent ;  that  the 
lord  mayor  had  taken  J.  Miller,  the  prin- 
ter, out  of  the  hands  of  the  messenger,  in 
which  the  aldermen  had  no  share;  but 
that  the  imprisoning  the  messenger  was  a 
distinct  fact,  which  the  aldermen  were 
concerned  in,  and  which  might  how;  be 
tried,  as  well  as  it  could  be,  after  the  nfiktf 
of  the  fiord  mayor  should  be  finisheo. 
Lord  North  seconded  the  motion. 

Mr.  Ellis  having  said,  that  the  privi- 
leges of  the  House  had  npt  only  been  dis« 
puted  in  gehera),  but  had  been  now  called 
in  ouestion  in  form. 

Governor  PownaU  observed,  that  the 
House  had  certain  known  privilegeiL 
which  being  according  to  the  course  of 
parliament,  were  taunded  in  common  law.; 
that  the  House  had  other  orivileges  ^icii 
had  the  sanction  of  statutie  law ;  pmd  there-  - 
fore  desired  that  gentlemen  Wjould  wff 
what  those  privileges  were  which  now  re- 
quired new  sanctions,  and  .would  open  so 
much  of  what  was  intended  thereby,  that 
tht>se  who  seriously  ineant  to  do  their 
duty,  might  have  the  opportunity  of  form- 
ing their  judgment. 

Mr.  Aklerman  Oliver  acquainted  the 
House,  that  he  Was  ready,  immediately, 
to  enter  into  his  defence ;  but  th^  being 
a  magistrate  ofthe  city  of  London,  he  did 
not  wish  to  separate  his  interests  fro^ 
those  of  the.  city,  and  that  therefore  he 
#as  desll^oas  ndt  to  separate  his  defence. 
.  It  was  therefore  moved,  by  sir  W. 
Meredith,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Calcraft, 
That  Mr.  Alderman  Oliver  do  attend  this 
House  in  his  place  on  Monday,  and  that 
he  x\LGit  be  at  liberty  to  be  heard  by  his 
counsel. 

It  was  urged,  that  if  Mr.  Oliver  Was 
hem-d  at  present,  before  the  whole  affair 
was  eintered  into,  it  would,  in  some  re- 
spect, be  an  adjudication  of  the  case  o^  the 
lord  mayor,  whose  defence  would  be 
abridged,  by  a  decision  on  the  conse- 
quehces  of  his  act",  before  tbe  act  itself 
was  condemned ;  that  the  alderito^h  being 
itbcessaries  only,  they  could  not  prdperly 
be  tried  before  the  prfnci()al:  that,  were  , 
it  otherwise,  it  mi^ht  happen  that  the  ac- 
cessari^  might  be  ioaud  guilty,  and  the 
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principal  acquitted;  that  the  House  being 
both  the  party  injured,  and  the  judge  of 
that  injury,  it  became  most  indispensably 
necessary  for  justice,  that  every  step 
should  be  taken  which  might  give  the 
fullest  insight  into  the  afiair.  The  mi- 
nistry did  not  oppose  this  delay. 

Lord  North  declaimed  very  much 
against  the  conduct  of  the  city,  as  tending 
to  destroy  the  very  being  of  parliament; 
that  it  was  essential  to  proceed  into  this 
afiair  with  ail  possible  dispatch ;  that  the 
sickness  of  the  lord  mayor  would  not,  he 
hoped,  be  used  for  longer  delays;  but 
that  on  Monday  next,  the  defence  should 
absolutely  be  gone  into. 

Mr.  Datodestnell  got  up  to  speak,  but 
the  House  was  so  noisy  he  could  not  be 
.heard;  upon  which,  with  some  warmth, 
he  moved  to  adjourn,  and  divided  the 
House.  But  the  ministry  carried  it  against 
him  148  to  48.  Mr.  Oliver's  attendance 
was  then  fixed  for  Monday. 

Mr.  Wflbore  Ellis  moved  ,an  Amend- 
ment to  the  Resolution,  that  Mr.  Oliver 
should  be  heard  by  counsel,  **  upon  all 
such  points  as  do  not  controvert  the 
privileges  of  this  House,''  which  was 
agreed  to. 

Debate  in  the  Commons  on  Com- 
miting  Brass  Crosby,  esq.  Lord  Mayor 
of  London;  and  Mr.  Alderman  Oliver  to 
the  Tower.2  March  25.  The  several 
orders  of  the  day  being  read,  for  the  at- 
tendance of  Brass  Crosby,  esq.  lord  mayor 
of  London,  and  Richard  Oliver,  esq.  al- 
derman of  the  city  of  London,  in  their 
plpces;* 


*  **  About  tvfo  o'clock,  the  Jord  mayor,  at- 
tended by  Mr.  Alderman  Oliver,  went  from  the 
Mansion-house,  to  attend  in  their  respeclive 
places  in  the  House  of  Commons,  pursuant  to 
orders  issued  tu  them  on  Friday  last.  There 
was  a  prodigious  concourse  of  people  about  the 
Mansion- bouse  to  see  them  come  out,  and  the 
erowd  continued  to  encrease  the  whole  way  to 
Westminster-hall.  Wben  the  members  of  the 
House  of  Commons  had  taken  their  seats,  the 
House  proceeded  to  the  discussion  of  the  very 
tender  and  delicate  matter  before  them.  Almut 
half  past  ten  o'clock,  his  lordship  finding  his 
strenisrtb  exhausted,  and  being  unable  to  bear 
the  pain  and  fatigne  any  longer,  begi^fed  per- 
mission to  retire ;  which  lieinor  spranted,  he  re- 
turned to  the  city,  attended  as  before  by  a  vast 
concourse  of  people,  who  took  the  horses  from 
the  coacb,  and  drew  it  all  the  way  to  the  Man- 
sion-house, testifying  tbeir  approbotion  of  his 
lordship's  condnct  by  the  loudest  acclamations 
and  Repeated  shoals  pf  applause"  Geotle« 
«i«D'sMagaxijie. 
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And  the  Lord  Mayor  attending  accord*> 
ingly  in  his  place,  acquainted  the  House, 
that  he  had  received  the  Resolution  of 
this  House  of  Friday  last,  for  allowing  him 
liberty  to  be  heard,  by  his  counsel,  upon 
all  such  points  as  do  not  controvert  the 
privileges  of  this  House ;  but  that  finding 
the  counsel  were,  bv  that  Resolution,  re- 
strained from  speaking  to  many  points 
materia]  to  his  defence,  and  that  the  coun- 
sel he  could  depend  upon,  and  whom  he 
wished  to  employ,  were  oa  the  circuit; 
he  therefore  would  not  give  the  House 
the  trouble  of  hearing  counsel  on  this  oc* 
casioti. 

Then  the  evidence,  which,  upon  Mon- 
day last,  was  given  to  the  House,  by  the 
deputy  Serjeant  at  Arms  attending  this 
House,  was  read;  and  the  minutes  of 
what  the  lord  mayor  had  offered  to  the 
House,  in  his  defence,  upon  Tuesday  last, 
were  also  read. 

And  the  original  Charter,  granted  to 
the  city  of  London,  upon  the  6th  of 
March,  in  the  first  year  of  Edward  3,  was 
produced,  and  read. 

And  the  House  bein?  informed,  that  a 
person  attended  at  the  door,  with  a  book, 
containing  the  oaths  tal^en  by  the  mams' 
trates  of  the  city  of  London ;  he  was  called 
in;  and  the  book  being  produced,  the 
copy  of  the  oath  taken  by  an  alderman  of 
the  city  of  London,  and  also  the  oath  of 
the  lord  mi^or,  were  read.  And  then 
the  lord  mavor  was  further  heard. 

His  lordship  said.  The  House  had  noir 
heard  read  the  oaths  he  had  uken  as  a 

E*  trate  of  the  city  of  London :  he  ap- 
1  to  those  oaths  when  be  was  here 
i ;  and  he  thought  tlie  House,  ncm 
they  had  heard  them  read,  would  be  satis* 
fied  that  he  could  act  no  otherwise  than 
he  did,  in  doin^  right  to  every  man  who 
was  brought  TOfore  him :  he  gloried  ia 
having  done  that,  and  he  was  persuaded 
that  every  member  of  the  House  would  be 
of  the  same  opinion.  But  he  must  still 
further  appeal,  if  it  was  necessary,  that  he 
had  actea  agreeably  to  the  laws  and  con- 
stitution of  his  country,  in  protecting  the 
liberties  of  the  subject,  which  he  saw  most 
manifestly  invaded.  As  he  said  before, 
he  said  then,  that  he  appealed  to  the  jus- 
tice of  the  House.  . 

Mr.  Welbore  EUis  then  began-  Heob- 
served,  that  the  privileges  in  question  were 
essential  to  the  very  being  ot  this  House, 
as  without  them  the  House  could  neitn^ 
act  in  ito  judicial,  legislative,  or  inq»»«»' 
torial  capacity;  that  tbey  were  a  check  to 
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the  povff  of  the  other  branches  of  the 
\tpmmt;  that  the  caiue  of  Hberty  was 
the  cnue  of  this  House ;  if  the  powers  of 
this  House  were  weakened,  liberty  would 
be  so  too.  As  this  power  was  necessary, 
CO  it  was  always  acknowledged  by  the 
comti  below,  who  always'  confirmed  or 
did  Dot  dispute  this  power ;  that  the  prac- 
tice of  pariiament  was  invariably  the  same ; 
the  ground  of  doubt  was  the  char-ter  of 
LondoD,  which  gave  or  could  give  no 
power  iM)t  inherent  in  the  crown,  and  that 
tbe  Clown  had  no  power  over  the  privi- 
legs  of  this  House ;  that  the  general 
ordff  omceming  the  printers  not  printing 
the  d^tes  of  the  House  was  not  a  new 
tlBDg;  that  it  had  been  begun  in  1641, 
sod  at  different  tipies  renewed  to  this 
House.  He  then  moved,  **  Tliat  the  dis- 
cbaigiag  out  of  the  custody  of  one  of  the 
nKssengeit  of  this  House,  J.  Miller,  (for 
whom  the  newspaper,  entitled,  *  The 
'  LoodoD  Evening  Post,  from  Thursday, 
'  Much  7,  to  Saturday,  March  9,  1771,* 
purports  to  be  printed,  an^  of  which 
Paper  a  complaint  was  made  m  the  House 
of  Commons,  on  the  i2th  day  of  this  in- 
sunt  March,  and  who,  for  his  contempt, 
inootobeyins  the  order  of  this  House, 
y  his  attendance  on  the  House  upon 
Thursday  the  14th  instant,  was  ordered  to 
l)etabn  into  the  custody  of  the  Serjeant 
at  Arms,  or  his  deputy,  attending  this 
House;  and  who,  by  virtue  of  the 
^ttker's  warrant,  issued  under  die  said 
0^,  had  been  taken  into  the  custody  of 
Ae  laid  messengeir)  is  a  breach  of  the  pri- 
^  of  this  House.'' 

SirG.  Savile  opposed  this  molion,  as 
tbe  House  had  already  gone  too  far,  and 
what  they  had  done  tended  to  overturn 
we  just  power  of  the  House.  That  the 
Hoase  of  Commons  might  best  be  trusted 
vith  such  a  great  power,  but  if  the  House 
*«»  not  the  true  representatives  of  the 
P*^^«»  by  so  much  the  worse  was  any 
|wwer  in  them.  By  denying  counsel,  or 
granting  a  meeting  of  counsel,  the  pro- 
log had  been  unjust  and  vitiatea  ab 

^^ '  ^^  ^"  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^  ^^"^  "^^  ^^' 
^  on  the  question  now  before  the  House, 

ttd  should  therefore  move  the^  previous 

<l«ation,  to  give  time  to  the  House  to  re- 

^  their  proceedings.    He  hoped,  that 

vhikt  they  were  thus  entployed  m  under- 

pntoiog  or  propping  up  the  powers  t>f  the 

'^^^Q'e,  it  wotUd  not  tumble  about  their 

A'^ennan  Tmnsend  ob8erved,>that  Mb 
^^'^^^  was  between  the.  people  and 


their  representatives;  had  he  befn  in  the 
lord  mayor's  situation,  he  would  have  done 
the  same;  that  though  this  might  be 
within  the  prerogative  privileges,  yet  it 
was  agaiost  the  statute  privileges  of  the 
House;  whenever  the  former  were  ex* 
tended  at  the  expence  of  tbe  people,  he 
hoped  the  people  would  tear  them  from 
the  House.  He  observed,  that  tlie  Kinff 
claimed  also  more  prerogative  to  himself 
as  did  also  the  House  of  Lords,  witness 
their  late  illegal  commitment  and  fine  on 
WoodUl  the  printer ;  that  ail  those  pre* 
rogatives,  joined  to  th^  claimed  by  the 
Commons,  would  leave  the  people  scarcely 
the  shadow  of  liberty.  It  was  the  opinioa 
of  chief  justice  Holt,  that  the  parliament 
at  large  could  not  create  privileges  against 
law,  much  less  can  the  House  of  Commons. . 
When  the  Commons  used  their  privileges 
against  the  crown,  the  people  jomed  widi 
the  parliament  in  supportmg  them,  and 
at  that  time  they  had  the  force  .of  laws ; 
the  same  in  their  disputes  with  the  House 
of  Lords ;  but  when  4ised  against  the  peo* 
pie,  the  people  discontented  would  be 
alarmed  for  their  liberty,  ^  and  by  opr 
posing  end  them."  He  apprehended  there 
was  a  settled  intention  m  goWrnment  to 
root  out  the  people's  liberties ;  it  had  be^* 
gun  in  modelling  the  House,  and  now 
extended  to  the  liberty  of  tlie  press,  and 
shutting  up  courts  of  justice.  There  was 
a  power  greater  than  that  of  the  King, 
j  which  had  of  late  controverted  all  admi« 
nistration,  that  of  the  princess  of  Wales, 
into  whose  influence  over  our  coundis  the 
House  ouffht  to  make  enquiry. 

The  mmistry  opposed  the  previous 
question,  observing,  that  the  necessity  of 
a  power  to  send  for  persons,  papers,  and 
records,  constituted  the  essence  of  the 
House  of  Commons ;  that  their  privileges 
were  the  privileges  of  the  people,  and  to 
lessen  them  would  ruin  their  liberty ;  that 
so  long  ago  as  1641,  the  House.had  made 
resoluUohs  in  respect  of  publishing  their 
proceedings  or  debates,  which  had  been 
confirmed  in  after  times  at .  different  pe- 
riods ;  that  as  to  counsel  being  heard,  it 
would  have  been  a  new  supposition  in  the 
House,  which  was  so  jealous  of  their  pri* 
vUeges,  as  never  to  allow  any  discussion  of 
them  any  where,  but  in  the  House* 

The  House  being  informed  of  a  ttmiut 
tuouJB  crowd,  in  Palace*yard,  and  in  the 
passages  leading  to  the  House,  who  intel^ 
rupted  members  in  their  coming  into  the 
House,  the  high  constable  of  the  city  of 
Westminster  was  called  in»  and  < 
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•8  to  the  Mid  titmulhioat  ermrd ;  and  he 
acquainted  the  House,  that  he  had  doae 
evei^  tlnng  in  his  power  to  dispeiae  thean, 
with  the  aisifltance  of  a  great  number  of 
the  constables  of  WestouBSter;  but  that 
dl  his  endeavours  had  been  in  wn. 

The  House  was  moTed,  that  the  entrt 
in  the  Journal  of  the  House,  of  the  27th 
of  February  1699^  of  the  proceedings  of 
the  House,  in  rektion  to  the  inlbnnatioa 
grren  to  the  House,  of  a  crowd  of  people 
being  got  together,  in  a  tumultuous  and 
riotous  manner,  in  the  Falaoe^jaid,  West- 
ninster«hall,  and  the  passes^  to  this 
House,  might  be  read.  Ana  the  same 
being  read  aocordinglj;  and  the  House 
being  informed,  that  several  of  the  jus- 
tices ef 4he  peace  of  Middlesex  and  West* 
■lioster  attended,  thej  were  calied  in ; 
ttid,  at  the  bar,  Mr.  fipeaher,  by  order  of 
Che  House,  acquainted  them,  that  the 
Heuse  liad  received  bformation  of  the 
said  tmnultuous  crowd ;  and  that  the 
House  d^  espeet  that  they  shovM,  toge- 
ther with  the  od^r  magistrates  nowsittmg 
at  the  Guildhall  of  the  city  of  Westmin- 
ater,  forthwith  do  every  thing  in  their 
fMiwer  to  disperse  that  riotous  crowd ; 
and  that  they  should,  as  soon  as  they 
were  able,  rrtum,  and  inform  the  House 
wimt  they  had  dene  in  this  matter.  And 
then  they  withdrew. 

Andy  after  some  time,  the  House  being 
informed,  that  the  said  justices  were 
again  attending ;  they  were  called  in ;  and, 
at  the  bar,  acquainted  the  House,  that 
they  had,  in  obedience  to  the  orders^  of 
the  House,  in  a  great  measure  dispersed 
tile  crowds  and  cleared  the  passages  for 
the  members  ceming  into  the  Hovse;  but 
that'there  was  still  a  great  crowd  in  the 
Court  of  Requests  ;  and  Mr.  Speaker  di- 
leeted  them  still  to  attend,  and  to  con- 
tinoe  and  use  their  endeavours  to  keep 
•very  thing  quiet.  And  then  they  agmn 
withdrew. 

The  Lord  Mayor  then  acquainting  the 
House,  that  he  found*  himself  eittremely 
M;  and  therefore  hoped  tiiat  ike  House 
would  dispense  with  his  further  attendance 
at  present  $  but  heped  the  aratter  might 
^  on  in  his  absenee ;  and  that  he  shoukl 
aubmit  faimsdf  to  every  thinff  the  House' 
should  do;  he,  with  toave  of  tlie  Housd, 
withdrew. 

Then  the  aaid  prei^ious  question  being: 
put.  That  the  first  proposed  question  be 
vDNr  put;  the  Housis  divided^  The  Noee 
wenit  fosib* 
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^Mr.  Seymour     -    -    J 
So  it  was  resolved  in  thq  affirmative. 

Then  the  main  question  being  put; 

Resolved,  1.  That  the  discharging  out 
of  the  custody  of  one  of  the  mfessengew  of 
this  House  J.  Miller  (for  whom  thfe  new*- 
paper,  intituled,  «  The  London  Evening 
Fost,  frota  Tliursday,  March  7,  to  Sator- 
day,  March  9,  1771,**  purports  to  be 
printed,  and  of  which  paper  a  complaint 
was  made  in  thp  Hous^  of  Comttions,  on 
the  12th  day  of  this  instaiit  Mit<*.  and 
who,  for  his  contempt,  in  not  bb^ying  the 
order  of  this  House,  for  his  attendtoce  on 
the  House  upon  Thursday  the  i4th  d^ 
of  this  instant  March,  was  ordered  to  be 
taken  into  the  custody  of  the  Scrj^nt  at 
Arms,  or  his  deputy,  attendingthis  House, 
and  who,  by  virtoe  of  the  Speaker's  war- 
rant  issued  under  the  said  order,  had  been 
taken  into  the  custody  of  the  said  mes- 
senger)  is  a  breach  of  the  privilege  of  this  j 
House 

2.  That  the  signing  a  warrant  agrfitj 
the  said  messenger,  for  having  executea 
the  said  warrant  of  the  Sp^jaker,  «  a 
breach  of  the  privilege  of  this  House. 

S.  That  the  holding  the  said  messenger 
to  bail,  for  having  executed  the  »'a/r; 
rant  of  the  Speaker,  is  a  breach  ot  we 
privilege  of  this  House. 

Mr.  Waliaee  then  proposed  to  proceed 
i^ainst  Mr.  Alderman  Oitver. 

Colonel  narrS   observed,^  that  jt  va» 
then  near  one  in  the  mornfog ;  ^y* 
court  of  judicature  in  the  world  would  pr- 
ceed  on  a  new  trial   at  this  hour:  « 
therefore  moved  to  adjourn.  » 

The  House  divided.  The  Noes  wen* 
forth. 

TeDera. 

Yfa«  $Mr.Wahmaghai© 
^^^^}  Mr.  Baker    .    - 
xt^.^  <  Dr.  Burrel    -    - 
N^*MMr.Jolfiff*   -    . 
So  it  passed  in  the  negativor 
Mr.  Aldemmn  OUner,  •cocftding^^ 
dsr,  then  afeie«ding  in  his  -*•*"*-  ""^ 
being:  proposed  tohiBB,  by 
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t^agam   exmnnea,   or  that  lo^.f^^f 
i^ntp  thir  House  by  tb»  mii  <»P^^ 


that  the  deputy  Serjeant  at  Armssnou^- ^^ 
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leijeant,  npovi  Mondhj  last,  AoM  be 
^•mieid; 

Heacqutinled  file  House,  that  he  did 
not  desire  the  mU  evidence  to  be  read 
1^^  or  any  witoeas  to  be  called ;  and 
that  be  dioekl  not  aaj  any  thing  in  his  de- 
feBoe.  He  declared  that  he  owned  and 
gloried  in  the  fact  laid  to  bis  chaife;  that 
he  koeir,  that,  whatever  punishiaeat  waa 
iotended  for  hias,  nothing  he  could  say 
would  imt  it;  that  as  for  himself,  he  waa 
peiicctif  oaeoocenied ;  and,  as  he  expect- 
ed litiJe  Aoa  their  jostioe,  he  defied  their 
fovov- Upen  which, 

Mr.  Wdiore  EUis  rose  and  said  :* 

Sir;  9t  a  time  when  we  are  toU  by 
evey  pretender  to  patriotisni,  that  nothing 
but  [Mrlieiiieiitary  independency  can  poa- 
flUy  maiataia  tfale  libevtiea  of  the  people ; 
itttwiihattonisfaiiieni  I  see  two  mi^ia- 
«trateiof  the  firat  dty  in  the  Bntish  em* 
pire,  tadiavoiiring  to  destroy  the  very 
existeace  of  parliament,  and  eaw  trinaaph- 
iogi  though  asembera  of  tUa  Houae,  in 
laving  liolaied*  thoae  pnvilegea,  which  are 
csentially  neeeaaary  to  the  mainteniiace 
of  oar  just  weight  in  the  constitutioii. 

Sir,  one  of  the  mon  favonrite  prinoiplea 
of  the  pwKnt  opposition  is,  that  all  auttio- 
ritj  is  or^nally  derived  from  the  people, 
»d  that  in  exigencies  of  peculiar  neces- 
"tjt  where  the  law  haa  provided  no  reme- 
^foraaforeseen  criminalities,  that  then 
the  power  of  the  people  should  interpose, 
tod  the  aafety  of  the  state  even  juati^  oc* 
tiBODal  infhictiona  upon  the  eatafaiiahed 
^vdintnces  of  the  kingdom.  The  oppoai«> 
tioD,  however,  while  it  reasons  in  this  man* 
^i  while  it  contends  for  this  allHruling 
nprenaacy  in  tiie  people,  never  once  re- 
^s,  that  it  is  actually  enforcing  the  pro- 
pn^ty  of  parliamentary  privilege.  Thia 
Houie,  Sir,  in  i^  legislative  capacity,  con- 
^tea  the  only  people  of  England  which 
^^  law  admowledffes :  on  the  expiration 
^oor  tenn  indee<n  or  oar  diaaolution  by 
«e  royal  proclamation,  our  power  revertt 
tothehandaofourconatitoenta,  and  the 
'Jl^DieDt  they  elect  new  representatives, 
^  representatives,  and  not  the  consti- 
^^^  agam  become  the  legal  body  of 
^  people.  To  imagine,  any  other  peo- 
Pj«j  either  in  a  judicial,  or  an  areumenta- 
^e  sense,  is  to  lay  the  potiticaT  axe  im- 
l^ntely  at  the  root  of  our  cooatitution ; 
^to  aubstitttte  anarchy  in  the  room  of 

**r,  and  to  drag  down  that  very  de- 
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Btmetaon  iiiMtt  our  heada^  from  wfandi  our' 
modem  retbrmera  tell  oa  dieir  only  aoltei* 
tude  ia  to  preaerve  ua. 

Aa  we  ape  therefore  the  peofde  of  Eng- 
land, Sir,  nothing  ia  more  absurd  than  to 
say  we  are  trampling  upon  the  rights  of. 
the  nation,  irtien  we  are  mer^  aupport- 
ing  our  .  own  conatitutional  cnims,  and 
exercising  those  powers,  which  have  been 
imroemoriaUy  allowed  ua  for  the  moat  aa» 
lutary  purposes.  Gentlsmen  tell  us,  that 
the  prtvil^es  of  paaliaoB^t  are  manMestly* 
repugnant  to  the  spirit^  nay,  to  the  letter 
of  Magna  Charta— manifestly  repugnant 
to  many/ positive  statutes,  which  dedare, 
that  the  subject  ahidl  not  be  deprhred  of 
hia  freedom,  but  l^  the  imaaediate  law  of 
the  land.  Now,  the  law  of  the  land,  ao^ 
cording  to  theae  notaUe  caaniata,  eonsiata 
IP  an  act  passed  by  the  joint  ooneorreno^ 
of  die  three  eatates  in  pawlsament,  and  net 
in  the  private  resohitiea  ef  any  one;  to 
set  np  the  private  raaeliUion  of  any  one, 
they  plausibly  enough  argue^  above  the 
joint  act  of  the  thiee,  is  to  commit  a  raoiw 
der  upon  comaaon  aeM»,'and  to  overdirow 
every,  idea  of  national  gofenunent.  «^ 
I  It  18  not  a  little  unfortunate  however  ibt 
the  oppoaition,  that  the  law  of  the  land^ 
which  is  thus  pleaded  against  parlia* 
mentary  privilege,  actually  admits  the 
exercise  of  privilege  ia  the  moat  unbound^* 
ed  latitude.  It  expresses,  for  instance,  in 
the  9th  daose  of  the  Bill  of  Right^^ 
<«  That  the  proceedings  of  parUamenl 
ought  not  to^be  impeached  or  questioned; 
in  any  court'or  place  out  of  pariiament.'^ 
How,  then,  have  the  city  magistrates 
dared  to  say,  that  their  paltry  corporation 
charters  are  to  be  put  in  competition  with 
the  dignity  of  parliament  ?  How  dare  they 
set  their  inconsiderable  daims  above  th* 
whole  body  of  the  British  people?  Or  how 
dwpe  they  imagine,  thataGuildhatt  justioe 
is  to  determine  upon  the  privileges  of  thia 
House,  when  neither  the  Lords,  nor  the 
crown,  would  pretend  to  so  dangerous 
liberty? 

Sir,  during  the  debates  on  tiie  Middle^ 
sex  election,  when  patridtism  cidled  upma 
ns^o  know,  whether  the  resdutions  of  this. 
House  fihoold  be  considered  as  superior  to 
the  law  of  the  land,  it  was  repeatedly  obi- 
served,  that  if  the  law  of  the  land  recog*- 
nized,  if  it  confirmed  our  privileges*  that 
they  could  by  no  means  oe  illegaL  By 
the  law  of  the  land  it  was  observed.  Sir* 
that  a  man  refusing  to  pay  a  just  debt  waa 
liable  to  be  arrested— whereas  by  the  pri* 
vMege  of  parliament,  the  person  of «  ombb^ 
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ber  was  rendered  sacred— he  could  not  be 
"  arrested  for  debt,  and  the  officer  arresting 
him  was  subject  to  the  displeasure  cff  this 
House.  The  very  meaning  <x  the  term  privi- 
lege implies  a  particular  right  of  dispens- 
ing with  particular  laws*— -and  privilege  was 
originally  claimed,  as  well  as  originally 
granted,  for  the  public  gOod  of  the 
kingdom — to  serve  as  a  check  upon  the 
power  of  the  peers,  and  the  prerogative 
of  the  crown,  and  to  make  the  scale  of 
the  people  as  important  in  the  consti* 
tution.  Will  the  friends  of  the  people 
dierefore  contend,  that  the  House  of 
Commons  should  be  made  inferior  in  tlieir 
legislative  capacitv,  either  to  the  peers  or 
the  crown  ?  Shall  they,  while  equal  to 
bodi  in  the  formation  of  laws,  be  rendered 
less  respectable  in  the  t^ircumstance  of 
privilege  ?  God  forbid.  The  consequences 
are  big  with  horror;  they  shake  the  tem- 
ple of  freedom  to  its  verjr  centre,,  and 
threaten  instant  annihilation  to  every 
thing,  which  can  possibly  be  dear  to  the' 
independency  of  the  British  empire. 

Sir,  let  us  for  a  moment  launch  out  into 
the  regions  of  political  supposition,  and 
grant,  with  our  popular  reformers,  that 
parliamentary  privil^^e  b  a  monster  which 
calls  for  immediate  extermination,  and 
cannot  ejcist  without  manifest  danger  to 
the  commohity :  still  it  is  necessary  to  en- 
quire, whether  the  extermination  is  not 
more  destructive  than  beneficial,  and  more 
likely  to  increase  than  diminish  the  cata- 
logue of  grievances.  If  privilese  is  re- 
moved, every  individual  m  the  Kingdom 
will  undoubtedly  be  indulged  with  an  op- 
portunity of  abusing  parliament ;  of  misre- 
presenting its  proceedings,  and  inculcating 
a  general  contempt  for  all  legal  authority. 
Such  will  be  the  benefits  resulting  from 
the  total  abolition  of  privilege ;  but  if  this 
abolition  is  sufiercMi  to  take  place,  and  if 
the  written,  the  positive  law  of  the  land 
only,  is  to  be  restrictive  upon  the  person 
of  the  8ubject-*if  the  Commons  are  al- 
lowed no  mherent  power  of  imprisoning, 
where  their  orders  are  disreearded,  what 
returning  oQccr  will  attend  them,  who 
may  have  misbehaved  on  a  general  elec- 
tion ?  Every  such  officer  will  send  up  his 
patron,  or  his  friend,  to  parliament,  when 
there  is  no  legal  court  in  being  to  punish 
his  delinquency  4  and  this  House,  from  a 
representative  of  the  people,  will  speedily 
degenerate  into  the  tyrants,  or  the  crea- 
tures of  sherifiSf  bailifi,  and  portreeves: 
universal  anarchy  must  succeed  to  tole- 
rable order,  an4  if  we  now  find  It  difficult 


to  preserve  the  purity  of /election,  that 
preservation  must  become  utterly  impw^ 
,sible,  whenever  the  salutary  rod  of  cor« 
rection  is  taken  out  of  our  hands. 

In  reality.  Sir,  nothing  but  the  excessive 
folly  of  our  modern  patriots  could  desire 
the  abolition  of  our  priviteges ;  for  let  us 
even  suppose  the  present  representatives 
of  the  people  to  be  ever^  thbg  which 
they  are  pictured  by  the  hcentiousDess  of 
faction,  still  does  it  follow,  that  their  tur- 
pitude is  to  lessen  the  dignity  of  their  suc- 
cessors down  the  whole  lapse  of  time,  and 
that  a  power,  confessedly  salutary  in  the 
custody  of  honest  jnen,  is  to  be  annihi- 
lated, because  it  may  be  occasionally 
abused  by  men  of  profligate  characters  f 
If  the  electors  of  Great  Britain  can  de- 
pend upon  their  own  virtues,  they  may  at 
all  times  depend  upon  that  of  their  mem* 
hers ;  but,  if  the  fountain  of  elective  legis- 
lation is  once  rendered  impure,  the  streams 
must  naturally  he  corrupted;  venal  coo* 
stituents  must  of  course  produce  vepal  re^ 
presentatives,  and  such,  whether  privilege 
IS,  or  is  not,  taken  away,  will  always  have 
the  power  of  overturning  our  happy  con- 
stitution. 

Sir,  the  farther  I  enter  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  parliamentary  privilege,  the  more  I 
am  astonished  at  the  infatuation  of  our  po- 
litical reformers.  Their  principal  excla- 
mation is  for  the  punishment  of  bad  minii* 
ters,  for  the  reformation  of  abuses,  and 
for  an  enquiry  into  the  conduct  of  our 
judges  upon  some  late  judicial  determina- 
tions ;  yet  if  an  Englishman  is  bound  by 
nothine  but  the  express,  the  written  law 
of  the  land,  how  are  the  Commons  ever  to 
impeach  a  minister,  or  to  answer  any  other 
end  of  their  institution  ?  Take  away  their 
power  of  imprisoning  persons,  or  demand* 
mg  papers,  and  you  render  them  totally 
useless ;  you  give  every  individual  of  th^ 
whole  community  a  right  of  despising  thetf 
authority ;  for  who,  give  me  leave  to  ask, 
will  attend  their  orders  if  unobliged  to  at- 
tend ?  Will  the  monopolizer  -shew  a  volun- 
tary obedience  to  their  commantls  against 
hb  own  interest?  Will  the  proprietor  of 
common  take  a  journey  of  periiaps  a  hun* 
dred  miles  at  his  own  expence^  to  cou^ 
teract  his  own  inclinations,  when  he  is  left 
at  liberty  to  decline  it?  And  above  m 
will  the  venal  jud^re,  or  the  arbitrary  mi* 
nister  dread  the  indignation  of  this  Hous^ 
when  none  are  bound  to  give  t^tiroony  ^ 
their  guilt,  and  when  the  evidences  ot 
this  gudt  may  be  particularly  desirou  ta 
couMalitj 
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Seeing  therefore,  Sir,  that  the  destruc- 
tion of  parliameat  mutt  Decessaril^  follow 
the  abolitioD  of  priTiJege,  and  seeing  that 
the  liberties  of  the  subject  can  have  no 
euttence  independent  of  this  House,  I 
mostnowproceed  to  a  very  painful,-  though 
t  rery  essential  part  of  my  duty,  and  com- 
pUin  of  Mr.  Aidemum  Oliver,  one  of  our 
own  members,  for  a  daring  violation  of 
oar  prif  ikges.  By  a  long  and  well  known 
order  of  the  Commons  in  parliament,  it  is 
highly  criminal  in  any  printer  to  publish 
sn  aoooont  of  our  debates^  without  your 
particular  permission.  Sir.  In  the  most 
pofniir  periods  of  the  English  history,  a 
pnper  regard  was  paid  to  the  dignity  of 
oar  deliberations,  and  even  favourite  mi- 
sisters  have  sometimes  thought  a  compli* 
Dent  to  these  deliberatioos,  a  freedom  in- 
jurious to  the  sanctity  of  our  legislative 
character;  but  to  such  an  extravagance 
has  the  licentiousmess  of  sedition  at  pre* 
sent  exteoded,  that  patriotism  has  thrown 
off  all  mtraiDt,  and  niade  it  actually  me- 
ntorious,  not  only  to  vilify  our  determina* 
tiflitt,  day  after  day,  but  to  deny  our  very 
beti^  as  a  legal  representative  of  the  peo- 
ple. 1  need  not.  Sir,  dwell  upon  the 
grosnieis  of  these  infamous  publications, 
Bormeation  the  unexampled  lenity  of  the 
Hoaae,  in  bearing  it  with  so  much  pa- 
tiesoe.  Our  resentment  baa  at  last  been 
roosed,  aod  we  have  ordered  some  of  the 
delioqueots  to  be  apprehended ;  yet.  Sir, 
though  we  are  the  sole  judges  hy  law  of 
our  own  privileges,  though  we  exercised 
BO  power  but  what  has  been  immemorially 
exerciied  by  our  predecessors,  Mr.  Oliver, 
Wfertbeless,  while  holding  a  seat  in  this 
Houie,  has  thought  proper  to  oppose  our 
resolution,  and  set  tne  mere  municipal 
dttrters  of  the  city,  above  the  rights  of 
the  British  Conmions,  as  if  the  inhabitants 
of  London  were  superior  to  the  whole  body 
<)^the  people  at  lai^ ;  and  as  if  the  true 
^d  of  this  kingdom  could  ever  wish  to 
inveit  the  crown  with  a  discretionary  role 
<^r  the  indisputable  claims  of  parliament. 
I  therefore  move,  •«  That  Richard  Oliver, 
^<  a  member  of  this  House,  having 
^gned  a  warrant  for  the  commitment  of 
^e  messenger  of  this  House,  for  having 
executed  the  warrant  of  the  Speaker,  is- 
loed  under  an  order  o^  this  House,  and 
^ng  held  the  said  messenger  to  bail,  is 
Nty  of  a  breach  of  the  privilege  of  this 

This  Resolution  was  i^freed  to  without  a 
^«on.  Afker  which,  Mr.  Ellis  moved, 
''That  Richard  Oliver,  esq.  an-  aUenuan 
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of  the  city  of  London,  and  a  meifiber  of 
this  House,  be,  for  his  said  offence,  com 
mitted  to  the  Tower  of  London." 

Colonel  Onslow  seconded  the  motion. 
In  the  course  of  this  day's  debates,  the  fol^ 
loyring  Speeches  were  made : 

Sir  George  Savik  said : 

Sir ;  I  have  a  few  short  argumenta 
to  urge  agayist  the  violent  measures  now 
proposed;  measures  as  injurious  in  my 
opinion  to  the  honour  of  this  House,  as  to 
the  dignity  of  the  first  city  in  the  British 
empire.  The  right  hon.  gentleman,  to 
whom  we  are  indbbted  for  the  motion  on 
your  table,  has  been  very  elaborate  in  hitf 
explanation  of  parliamentfkry  privilege  i 
but  though  his  explanation  may  be  very 
able,  I  cannot  persuade  myself  that  it  la 
very  just.  The  resolutions  of  this  Hou8e» 
Sir,  are,  I  grant,  truly  respectable,  but 
the  laws  are  still  more  respectoble ;  and  if 
in  one  Instance  the  private  order  of  a 
single  estate,  is  to  supersede  the  establish^ 
ed  ordinances  of  the  land,  where  are  we  to 
draw  a  line  ?  discretion  can  know  no  re* 
striction,  and  to  annihilate  the  existence  of 
the  three  estates,  which  must  be  the  case, 
if  the  private  order  of  one  passes  for  law, 
is  to  annihilate  the  very  constitution* 

But  not  to  trouble  you,  Sir,  upon  a  point 
so  self-evidently  convincing,  let  me  ask 
veu,  for  what  the  city  magistrates  are  to 
be  punished  in  this  rigorous  manner} 
They  have  onlydefended  those  laws  which 
they  were  sworn  to,  defend ;  they  have 
only  fulfilled  their  well  known  oath  of  ma« 
gistracy,  and  asserted  the  sanctity  of  char« 
ters,  which  grant  particular  immunities  ta 
their  fellow-citizens.  Are  we  to  be  lUigry 
with  them  for  a  conduct .  of  this  nature, 
Sir^  Are  we  to  throw  them  into  dun» 
geons,  because  they  have  acted  witli  re* 
markable  integrity  ?  For  God*s  sake,  Sir, 
let  us  never  erect  such  a  monument  to  our 
own  dishonour.  Never  let  it  be  said,  that 
we  persecute  our  fellow  subjects  for  re* 
Jusing  to  commit  perjury;  nor  beaause 
we  are  perfidious  in  the  discharge  of  our 
own  duty,  deem  it  criminal  in  otbers  noi 
to  imitate  the  perfidy. 

In  reality.  Sir,  we  are  siiflkienUy  ob» 
noxious,  sufficiently  detestable  to  the  na» 
tion  already,  and  if  we  have  no  regard  for 
the  city  magistrates,  we  should .  at  least 
have  some  little  consideratiob  for  ourselvea. 
Remember,  Sir,  the^tord  mayor  of  London 
applied  '§ae.  counsel,  and  was  refused^ 
Remember,  Sir,  you  ha^e  heard  the  accu* 
satiois'.bat  daned  the  smattast  af  teot»n  te 

1^1 


131]        11  GEORGE  IIL  Dehaie  on  eommkting  the  Lord  Magor         [13! 


the  defence.  Let  me  exhort  the  House 
therefore,  from  principles  of  prudence,  to 
pass  a  negative  upon  the  present  question. 
The  passions  of  the  people  are  out  just 
Jbeginning  to  subside,  to  rouse  them  agaiii 
may  be- fatal;  and  their  enemies  will  find 
that  if  freedom  is  to  fall,  it  will  inevitably 
be  attended  with  their  own  destruction. 
it  has  been  industriously  inculcated  by  the 
friends  of  this  motion  without  doors,  that 
we  are  a  supreme  court  of  judicature  in 
matters  of  privilege :  but  did  you  ever 
hear  a  court  of  judicature  deny  even  the 
most  proHigate  culprit  an  opportunity  of 
defending  himself?  However,  it  is  need- 
less to  expostulate  upon  a  question  already 
determined.  The  fate  of  the  city  magis* 
trates  was  decided  before  it  became  a  sub- 
ject of  debate  in  this  House,  and  the  refu- 
sal to  grant  them  the  assistance  of  Uwyers 
upon  the  veiy  points  of  law»  marks  the 
despotism  of  government  most  strongly; 
but  it  is  neither  its  majority  within  doors, 
nor  its  army  without,  that  can  avert  the 
execration,  or  the  vengeAnce  of  an  ani* 
mated  people. 

Mr.  Serjeant  Gli/nn : 

Sir ;  the  present  object  of  our  con- 
tf deration  is  extremely  important ;  it  is  a 
dispute  between  the  people  and  their  re* 
presentatives,  between  the  privileges  of 
this  House,  and  the  established  law  of  the 
land.  I  do  not  deny,  that  the  law  of  par- 
liament constitutes  a  part  of  the  law  of  the 
land ;  bot  then,  when  the  privilege  of  par- 
liament is  repugnant  to  the  lana^wn  Uxterra^ 
to  the  obvious  principles  of  the  constitu- 
tion, in  that  case  I  confidently  decide  for 
the  supremacy  of  the  laUer,  and  insist, 
that  the  immemorial  acquiescence  of  ages 
or  the  joint  act  of  the  three  estates  must 
be  necessarily  superior  to  the  private  reso- 
lution of  any  single  branch  or  the  legisla- 
tive authority. 

*  It  is  upon  this  principle.  Sir,  that  the 
-rotes  of  this  House  are  never  put  into 
competition  with  the  writs  of  the  Crown. 
No  oourt  is  bound  to  take  notice  of 
4>ur  votes;  on  the  contrary,  the  judges 
are  bound  not  to  take  notice  of  them, 
but  C»  act  in  conformity  to  the  laws; 
Aey  are  sworn  to  do  justice  with- 
out'any  attention  whatever  to  the  privy 
«eal,  or  the  great  seal ;  and,  consequently, 
if  they  are  thus  constitutionally  placed 
above  the  commanda  of  the  head,  they 
SHV  placed  «bove  the  resolutions  of  the 
lowest  estate  in  parliament. 
J.  Sir,  if  parliamrnfary  prhrikge  .weiie  to 


be  once  indulged  with  a  superiority  over 
the  lnw,  an  Englishman  would  be  as  io' 
secare  in  his  liberty,  as  the  slaves  of  the 
Mogul :  because  tlie  votes  of  each  House 
might  often  be  inconsistent ;  and  because 
the  two  Houses  might,  differ  in  opiniqpi 
as  frequently  hereafter,  as  they  have  here- 
tofore differed  upon  great  constitutional 
questions.    In  cases  of  such  a  kind  what 
line  of  conduct   would  be  left  for  the 
judge  i    The  Lords  might  declare  privi* 
lege  extended  to  matters,  where  the  Com- 
mons denied  its  existence ;  and  the  Com* 
mens  on  the  other  hand  mi^ht  aaseit, 
what  was  as  peremptorily  denied  by  the 
Lords.    In  a  case  of  that  kind  let  me  a^ 
ask  how  the  judge  could  possibly  admiois' 
ter  the   law  ?     JBoth  pinions  woukl  be 
equally  binding,  and  the  principles  of  jus- 
tice would  be  necessarily  destroyed  by  a 
contradictory  power  that   destroyed  the 
principles    of    conuAm     understanding. 
This  was  the  reasoning  of  my  lord  Som- 
mers  and  of  all  the  patriots  who  effected 
the  Revolution,  and  the  inference  is  ob- 
vious, that  the  law  should  pfty  no  regard 
to  the  resolutions  of  either  House.    For 
what  purpose.  Sir,  are  laws  established  to 
regulate  the  de^cisions  of  magistrates,  if  it 
is  criminal  to  execute  these  laws  ?    Every 
justice  of  peace,  every  alderman  of  Lon- 
don, and  particularly  the  lord  majfor,  b 
occasionally  a  judge;  and  he  is  notoriously 
punishable,  if,  in  the  commitment  of  any 
offender,  he  deviates  from  the  law  of  the 
land.    He  is  besides  guilty  of  perjury*  if 
be  does  not  act  according  to  the  spirit 
of  his  oath:    now,    Sir,    admitting  that 
magistrates  had  complaisance  enough  to 
be  guilty  of  perjury,  when  you  think  pro- 
per to    command  them,  who  pray  will 
enter  into  offices  of  magistracy,  under  the 
predicament  at  this  moment  establishing 
oy  the   representatives   of  the  people? 
Who  will  enter,  when  they  are  to  be  pa* 
nished  eouallv  for  executing  or  non«exe- 
cuting  tfie  laws;    when   the  neglect  (rf* 
their  duty  exposes  them  to  a  prosecution 
from   individuals,   and  ,  the  performance 
calls  all  the  thunder  of  parliamentary  iu' 
dignation  upon  their  heiub  i 

Sir,  it  is  ridiculoiisto  say,  that  the  mA* 
ffistrate  must  not  meddle  with  your  pri?i- 
legest  when  the  law,  of  which  be  is  only 
the  executive  minister,  takes  m>  notice  of 
them.  If  we  are  the  only  judges  of  our 
own  privileges,  how  is  the  magistrate  to 
know  what  they  are  ?  In  this  case  to  keep 
him  atom  offending,  we  should  aboiiab  the 
Iwn  At  .once,  and  malae  our  own  reselo- 
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tions  the  sole  line  of  judicial  rectitude. 
Yet,  soppoBe,  for  argument  sake,  that  the 
king,  irhen  hb  proclamation  for  appre- 
hending Wbeble  and  Thompten  was  disre* 
garded  hy  the  city  maffistrates,  had 
proceeded  to  the  violent  lengths  which 
we  are  now  proceeding,  and  had  sent  the 
magistrates  to  the  Tower,  is  there  a  think- 
iae  man  in  England  who  would  not  have 
rat  for  the  frradom  of  his  country  ?  Is 
there  athmking  man  in  England  who  would 
not  hire  deemed  the  measure  a  violent 
attad  upon  his  liberty  I  If,  then,  such  a 
mewre  taken  by  the  crown,  would  boi 
Ud  highly  injurious  to  the  constitution, 
w&jihould  it  not  be  held  equally  injurious 
vkn  taken  by  this  House  ?  The  preroga- 
trreof  thecrown  isassacred  as  our  privileges, 
ifve  bate  a  right  to  puntshfor  acontemjptof 
the  one,  the  crown  has  a  right  to  punish  for 
acoatenpt  of  the  others  lo  laying  the 
whole  nation,  therefore,  at  our  own  mercy, 
we  lay  it  at  the  mercy  of  the  crown,  in 
our  own  tyrannyt'^we  establish  the  granny 
of  the  throne,  and  while  we  claim  a  power 
•f  trampling  upon  Magna  Charta,  hold  out 
ablesaed  example  for  imitation  to  our  so- 
verogn. 

Sk;  the  discretionary  powers  of  prero- 
gatire  and  privilege,  were  first  granted  bv 
the  people  for  purposes  of  public  goodf, 
and  become  constitutionally  annihilated  in 
the  moment  of  their  perversion.  To  abtise 
18  to  deatroy  them,  and  nothing  but  neces- 
sity coold  make  the  punishment  of  con* 
(ODpts,  even  in  courts  of  law,  warrantable ; 
eopcempts  in  court  strike  the  imitiediate 
existence  of  justice :  hence  the  courts  of 
law  are  invested  with  a  power  of  punishing 
them  with  instant  severity,  though  mak* 
iag  the  offisnded  party  judge  and  execu- 
tioner was  manifestly  -repugnant  to  the 
tpifit  of  our  constitution:  but  the  neces- 
nty  which  operates  for  an  authority  ol'  this 
^d  in  the  law  courts,  does  not  operate 
&r  lodging  it  with  us.  Our  existence  is 
Mt  endangered  by  a  contempt,  nor  the 
>dminiatration  of  justice  rendered  preca- 
rious by  a  delay  of  the  punishment :  no, 
Sir,  the  punishment '  gains  weight  by  the 
^y;  the  laws  become  doubly  tremen- 
^  when  appealed  to  by  a  branch  of  the 
^islafnre,  and  we  become  doubly  re- 
'PMtable  in  the  eyes  of  our  constituents, 
when  our  resentments  are  regulated  by  the 
scknowledged'principles  of  legality. 

Sir ;  it  is  urged  with  great  plausibility, 
^  whbont  ti^  power  of  imprisoning  at 
^**cretkm,  all  parliamentary  pnvilege  must 
^^cenvily  be  lost:  but,  in  answer  to  this» 


give  me  leave  to  observe,  that  the  crown 
possesses  no^ower  of  this  kind,  and  yet. 
there  is  no  fear  of  any  diminution  in  the 
royal  prerogative;  the  greatest  corpora- 
tions in  the  kingdom  claim  no  such  jurist 
diction,  and  yet  their  authority  is  never 
impeached':  whenever  they  have  a  reason- 
able cause  of  complaint,  the  laws  oi  their 
country  are  open  to  grant  redress,  and  few 
are  weak  enough,  or  wicked  enough,  to 
expose  themselves  volulAtarily  to  judicial 
prosecutions. 

I  am  sensible,  Sir,  that  sreat  weight  it 
laid  upon  the  power  of  a  House  of  Com* 
mons,  because  it  is  the  grand  inquest  of  ^ 
the  kingdom,  yet  here,  the  oasuists  for  par- 
liamentary omnipotence  are  as  indefensible 
as  in  any  other  arguments;  for  the  busi- 
ness of  an  inquest  is  to  present,  not  to  pu- 
nish ;  to  complain,  not  to  decide ;  and  wo 
cease  to  be  an  inquest  the  moment  we 
claim  a  right  of  judicial  determination. 
Upon  the  whole,  Sir,  if  the  prerogative  of 
the  crown  is  not  equal  to  the  privileges  of 
parliament,  there  is  an  end  of  our  consti^ 
tution,  which  makes  it  the  head  of  the 
legislature;  now,  the  crown  possesses 
no  power  of  discretionary  imprisonment, 
and  this  House,  in  exercising  an  authority 
superior  to  the  royal,  destroys  that  equa- 
lity of  the  three  estates  upon  .which  our 
ancestors  have  founded  tn^  liberties  of 
England. 

Mr.  Alderman  T&amshend  : 

Sir;  I  have  attended  with  great  pa** 
tience  to  the  arguments  advanc^  in  fa- 
vour of  the  present  motion  for  sending  Mr. 
Oliver  to  the  Tower,  but  they  have  roused 
rhy  indignation,  instead  of  convincing  my 
judgment ;  and  I  fancy  if  something  more 
persuasive  than  words  had  not  been  used, 
even  to  the  friends  of  the  measure  pro- 
posed, they  would  have  as  little  to  boast  of 
their  political  rectitude.  If  something 
more  than  words  had  not  been  used  with 
these  gentlemen,  is  it  to  be  supposed,  that 
they  would  have  ever  justified  the  violation 
of  the  city  charters,  or  contended  for  the 
propriety  of  erasing  the  records  judicially* 
inserted  in  the  mayor's  book,  by  which 
they  have  not  only  impeded,  but  entirely 
prevented  the  operation  of  the  laws  ?  It 
la  indeed  said.  Sir,  that  the  House  of  Com- 
mons upon  former  occasions  has  exercised 
an  equal  degree  o^  despotism ;  yet  for  my 
own  part  I  cannot  think  the  precedent  of 
one  tyranny,  a  sufficient  vindication  of 
another.  No  precedents  should  ever  be 
mentioDed  as  authorised^  that  are  not  evi^ 
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dently  good,  evidently  fbr  the  interest  of 
ithe  people.  In  Charles  the  2iid*8  time  the 
gentlemen  pretend,  tliat  the  venality  id 
the  then,  is  to  sanctify  the  corruption  of 
the  present  House  of  Commons*  To  the 
disgrace  of  our  Journals,  tliey  contain 
many  precedents  highly  injurious  to  the 
principles  of  freedom,  highly  injurious  to 
theestablished  constitution  of  the  kingdom. 
In  fact  our  Journals  are  so  discordant,  and 
8o  contradictory,  that  embrace  which  side 
you  please  of  any  question,  precedents  will 
not  be  wanting  to  support  it.  Men  of 
principle^  however,  will  not  suppose,  that 
the  cobwebs  of  antiquity  can  possibly 
annihilate  the  criminklity  of  a  pernicious 
example :  what  is  in  its  nature  wrong,  as 
a  celebrated  writer  very  properly  observes, 
no  words  can  palliate,  no  plea  can  alter. 
Let  us,  then,  hear  no  more  of  precedents 
in  defence  of  injustice.  General  warrants 
had  innumerable  precedents  to  plead,  if 
the  length  of  their  existence  was  to  be 
urged  in  support  of  their  legality;  yet  we 
all  know  their  fate ;  appearing  contrary  to 
law,  they  were  wisely  abolished,  and  the 
minister  by  whom  they  were  last  issued, 
was  punished  in  an  exemplary  manner  for 
his  temerity. 

Sir,  the  gentlemen  who  insist  so  much 
upon  the  sanctity  of  precedents,  argue 
with  a  very  bad  grace  in  defence  of  pre- 
scriptive usage,  when  they  themselves  have 
concurred  in  abolishing  many  ancient 
customs,  particularly  parliamentary  privi- 
I^e  in  cases  of  debt,  in  cases  of  libels,  and 
when  they  know  that  positive  acts  of  par- 
liament are  repealed,  if  found  repugnant 
to  the  welfare  of  the  kingdom.  **  Salus 
populi  suprema  lex  est,**  was  long  the 
motto  of  ttie  Roman  republic,  and  should 
be  the  grand  principle  of  ffovernment  in 
every  sensible  nation.  Unhappily,  how- 
ever, we  cannot  say  that  it  is  the  ffrand  , 
principle  of  our  own,  though  few  king- 
doms, with  pride  I  affirm  it,  can  boast  a 
greater  share  of  public  information,— 
Many,  who  support  the  motion  now  before 
the  chair,  are  more  assiduous  to  please  the 
wantonness  of  female  caprice,  than  to  an- 
swer the  expectations  of  their  constituents : 
instead  of  gaining  the  esteem  of  their  coun- 
try, they  are  only  solicitous  to  gratify  the 
ambitious  views  of  one  aspiring  woman; 
who,  to  the  dishonour  of  the  British  name, 
is  well  known  to  direct  the  operations  of 
our  despicable  ministers.  Does  any  gen- 
tlapaan  wish  to  know  what  woman  I  allude 
to,  if  he  does,  I  will  tell  him ;  it  is  to  the 
princess  dowager  of  Wales.    I  am  not 


afraid  to  speak  out,  nor  desirous  of  sacri- 
ficing my  honest  opinion  at  the  altar  of  a 
ridiculous  delicacy  :  this  is  not  a  time  for 
courtly  harangues,  or  polite  palliations: 
the  happiness  of  the  state  is  at  stake,  and 
silence  in  such  a  situation  would  be  trea- 
son. I  therefore  aver,  that  we  have  been 
governed  ten  years  by  a  woman.  It  ia 
not  the  sex.  Sir,  I  object  to,  but  the  go* 
vemment :  were  we  well  ruled,  the  ruler 
would  be  an  object  of  little  signification. 
Common  sense,  therefore,  points  out  an 
instant  and  a  total,  reformation  ofpuUic 
abuses.  It  is  not  the  greatne^  of  the  cri- 
minal's rank,  which  ^ould  prevent  you 
from  punishing  the  criminality.  But  this 
is  a  period  in  which  virtue  alone  is  to  un- 
dergo proscription ;  it  is  not  a  violation, 
but  a  defence  of  the  laws,  which  is  to  rouse 
the  resentment  of  this  House;  it  is  net  an 
attack  upon  the  constitution,  but  a  solici- 
tude for  its  safety,  which  is  to  excite  your 
indignation.  Sir,  if  this  was  not  appa- 
rently the  case,  your  table  would  nefer 
have  been  disgraced  by  the  present  motion : 
but  remember,  Sir,  the  flame  which  the 
imprisonment  of  the  Seven  Bishops  spread 
through  the  nation  in  the  reign  of  James 
the  2nd.  Recollect  this.  Sir,  and  tremble 
for  the  consequences  of  imprisoning  the 
city  magistrates,  merely  on  a  charge  of 
having  done  their  duty  conscientiously. 
The  whole  kingdom  will  inevitably  consi- 
der them  as  martyrs  in  the  great,  cause  of 
liberty,  and,  believe  me,  the  lungdom  is  not 
so  dead  to  the  sentiments  of  honour,  as 
the  panders  of  a  corrupt  administration 
may  be  inclined  to  imagine.  The  British 
lion  still  mainuins  all  his  native  courage, 
and  whether  despotism  shews  its  head  un- 
der a  Brunswick  or  a  Stuart,  in  a  court  of 
Star  Chamber,  or  a  House  of  Commons, 
he  will  still  consider  it  despotism  <  he  will 
awaks  every  true  friend  to  the  people  with 
his  roar,  and  never  sofier  your  privileges 
to  swallow  up  all  the  fundamentals  of  our 
freedom.  The  people  will  resist  you,  as 
they  resisted  the  crown  in  Charles  the  ^'^ 
time,  and  in  queen  Anne's,  >irhen  royal 
proclamations  were  attempted  to  be  made 
.  superior  to  positive  acts  of  parliament,  and 
make  you  sensible,  fatally  sensible,  that 
nothing  but  the  law  of  the  land  can  possi- 
bly lay  a  claim  to  the  obedience  of  a  free* 
bom  Englishman. 

Mr.  Attorney  General  ThurUm : 

Sir ;  it  is  not  a  little  to  be  lamenteA 
when  gentlemen  take  upon  them  to  talk 
about  the  violation  of  our  lawSf  or  ^ 
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pervenioD  of  our  constitution,  that  they 
are  so  Tery  indifferently  qualified  to  reason 
upon  the  subject,  and  so  apt  to  make  the 
waotooness  of  their  wishes  the  criterion  of 
tbdr  comriction.  Though  this.  Sir,  is  the 
first  case  of  the  kind  tliat  ever  claimed  the 
cognizance  of  the  House,  though  it  is  the 
first  time  a  magistFate  of  any  corporation 
ever  presumed  to  set  his  municipal  autho- 
rity in  of^)08ition  to  our  orders,  you  hear 
anomborof  young  gentlemen,  wholly  un- 
acqaaisted  with  the  laws,  deciding  pe- 
remptorOjon  the  question,  and  with  a 
▼67  peculiar  modesty,  deciding  individu- 
alljoo  a  point  where  they  expressly  deny 
tbepover  of  decision  in  the  whole  repre- 
Motstion  of  the  British  people. 

For  my  own  part,  Sir,  I  supposed  this 
House,  and  I  know  my  supposition  is  con- 
stitutionally founded,  to  be  superior  in 
power  to  all  charter  jurisdictions,  and  to 
act  upon  principles  common  not  only  to 
itsdf,  but  to  all  other  courts.  Every  court, 
Sir,  has  its  peculiar,  regulation,  and  the 
lav  of  parliament  is  the  rule  of  our  pro- 
ceedings. These  uninformed  declaimers 
OD  the  nature  of  our  jurisprudence  should 
fecdiect,  that  we  have  iseveral  laws  in 
thU  country,  besides  common  law.  We 
hive,  for  instance,  the  admiralty,  the  civil, 
sod  the  ecclesiastical  law ;  we  have,  be- 
sides, the  law  of  parliament,  which  is  as 
much  a  part  of  the  constitution,  as  any 
other  law,  and  would  be  acknowledged 
such,  even  by  the  learned  seijeant  who 
lately  spoke,  was  he  seated  on  any  one  of 
our  benches.  The  upper  House  has  a  ju- 
riidiction  in  common  law,  but  all  questions 
most  come  before  it  by  appi^al ;  it  can 
agitate  no  judicial  point  originally,  and  on 
that  account  the  judges  attend  to  give 
their  advice  in  matters  of  legal  determina- 
fioo.  The  upper  House  has,  moreover, 
its  lawofparltanient,  as  well  as  this,  but 
Jo  that  the  judges  never  interfere.  They 
^eave  it  entirely  to  its  only  arbiters,  and 
possibly  did  they  ever  meddle,  they  would 
^ve  a  speedy  reason  to  repent  of  their  te- 
merity. 

Having  thus.  Sir,  proved  the  law  of 
Niament  to  be  as  much  a  part  of  the 
constitution  as  any  other  law  of  the  land, 
^  now  come  to  say,  that  Miller  the  printer 
^^  ^rehended  by  this  law,  and  that  of 
^^Asequence  his.  commitment  was  per- 
fectly legal.  What  could  be  more  pre- 
P'^ous,  or  more  daring  in  the  city  ma- 
^f^mm  therefore,  than  to  say  a  legal 
f^innitment  was  illegal,  and  to  discharge 
Djcoune  of  common  law^  a  maa  appre- 


hended by  the  course  of  parliamentary 
law  ?  Lord  Coke  says,  that  it  is  not  within 
the  province  even  of  the  judges  solemnly 
assembled  in  their  judicial  character  upon 
the  bench,  to  define  the  privileges  .of  par- 
liament. How,  then,  can  it  come  within 
the  province  of  an  ignorant  mayor,  or  a 
turbulent  alderman  ?  Is  the  chief  magis- 
trate of  London  to  usurp  a  power  which 
the  king  himself  does  not  aspire  to  ?  or 
are  the  charters  of  the  citizens  to  be  put 
in  competition  with  the  united  majesty 
of  the  British  people?  Sir,  1  should  be 
astonished  how  we  were  able  to  restrain 
our  indignation,  if  the  folly  of  our  reformers 
was  not  equal  to*  their  arrogance.  Here, 
Sir,  it  is  allowed  by  the  law,  that  we^shall 
be  the  only  judges  of  our  own  privilege, 
yet  a  corporation-justice  is  daring  enough 
to  limit  the  line  of  our  authority,  is  daring 
enough  to  pronounce  this  to  be  no  breach 
of  privilege,  which  we,  the  sole  judicature 
of  the  offence,  declare  a  very  high  one,  and 
with  an  insolence  unparalleled  in  the  an- 
nals of  this  country,  releases  the  delinquent 
whom  we  ordered  to  be  taken  up  by  our 
officer.  At  what  other  period  would  an 
outrage  of  this  nature  be  tolerated  ?  The 
breach  of  parliamentary  privilege  w^  the 
beginning  of  all  those  excesses  which  at 
length  brought  the  unhappy  Charles  to 
the  block.  Yet  it  is  now  the  glory  of  a 
London  mayor  to  trample  upon  our  rights, 
and  we  are  even  told  by  our  own  members, 
that  nothing  is  so  meritorious  as  this  au- 
dacity. 

Sir ;  it  is  urced  by  the  popular  advo- 
cates, that  the  lord  mayor,  in  pursuing  a 
contrary  conduct,  would  have  violated  his 
official  oath,  and  that  we  are  in  fact  pu- 
nishing him  because  he  refused  to  be 
guilty  of  perjury.  Give  me  leave  however 
to  observe.  Sir,  that  the  mayor  was  sworn 
to  observe  the  laws  of  the  land,  as  well  as 
the  laws  of  the  city  ;  in  violating  the  pri- 
vileges of  parliament,  therefore,  he  ran 
into  the  very  crime  he  was  so  conscienti- 
ously studious  to  avoid ;  because  these 
privileges,  as  I  have  repeatedly  insisted, 
make  a  part  of  the  lex  terra;  and  are  so  ac* 
knowledged  by  the  court3  at  W^tminster. 
On  the  other  hand,  Sir,  I  deny  that  he 
would  have  committed  a  perjury  by  sub* 
mitting  to  the  resolutions  of  this  House, 
because  this  House  was  the  only  tribunal 
which  could  take  co^ni^nce  of  Miller's 
offence;  his  lordship,  in  determining, 
shewed  his  ignorance  as  much  as  his  dis- 
regard of  law;  for  the  matter  did  not 
cmne  regularly  before  him :  he  might  have 
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decided  with  as  much  propriety  upon  a 
chancery  suit  as  upon  our  privileges  ;  to 
act  legally  he  should  have  dismissed  the 
'  complaint,  and  known  that  little  charter- 
grants  of  a  city^  were  not  to  be  opposed' 
against  the  general  laws  of  the  kingdom. 

But  admitting,  Sir,  that  the  mayor  has 
all  the  merit  popularity  is  pleased  to  give 
him,  for  acting  m  conformity  to  what  he 
believed  to  be  law ;  are  we  not  to  follow 
his  example^'and  conduct  ourselves  by 
what  we  know  to  be  so  ?  Shall  it  be  men- 
tioned to  the  glory  of  an  individual,  that 
he  maintained  the  supposed  rights  of  ^  cor- 

STation ;  and  shall  it  be  said  that  this 
ouse  is  dishonoured  in  maintaining  its 
confirmed  privileges?  Is  not  the  generosity, 
is  not  the  very  pride  of  the  House,  alarmed 
by  so  degrading  a  competition  ?  Have  not 
the  members  of  this  House  as  conscien- 
tious a  veneration  for  oaths  as  the  mayor  ? 
Or  arc  they  afraid  to  punish  his  lieenti- 
ousnes8,  when. he  is  not  afraid  to  insult 
their  authority  ?  All  that's  man,  all  that's 
'  Briton,  is  firing  in  my  bosom,  while  I  ask 
these  simple  questions.  Well  may  our 
enemies  say,  that  we  have  sacrificed  the 
dearest  ties  that  bound  us  to  our  constitu- 
ents, if  we  now  suffer  the  whole  body  of 
the  English  Commons  to  be  trod  upon  by 
the  instrument  of  a  despicable  raction. 
Have  we  so  long  defendea  our  privileges 
against  the  tyranny  of  kings,  to  rail  at  last 
before  the  turbulence  of  a  seditious  city^ 
magistrate  ?  or  has  the  constitution  given 
us  sufficient  title  to  guard  against  the  en- 
croachments of  the  crown,  and  yet  left  us 
without  means  of  chastising  the  encroach- 
ments of  inferior  ambition  ?  The  very 
word  privilege  means  a  power  of  dispens- 
ing with  the- laws;  this  dispensing  power 
was  placed  in  our  hands,  tnat  temporary 
remedies  might  be  applied  to  unexpected 
evils.  Where  could  it  be  more  safely 
trusted  for  public  good,  than  with  the 
people  themselves  i    We  are  their  dele- 

Sates,  and  in  chusing  us  they  should  be 
oubly  drcumspect,  when  they  consider 
with  what  an  ample  jurisdiction  they  in- 
Test  us.  Whatever  attacks  the  mde- 
pendency  of  this  House  attacks  the  con- 
'  atitution,  and  whether  it  proceeds  from 
the  throne,  or  the  constituent,  it  is  equally 
our  .duty  to  repel  it;  for  these  reasons,  I 
am  heartily  for  the  commitment,  and 
cannot  bat  compliment  your  lenity  in  the 
■lildneas  of  his  punishment. 

Mr.  Dunning  : 

Sir;  the  hon.  and  learned gen« 


tleman  who  spoke  last,  has,  in  toj 
opinion,  misapprehended  the  ground  of 
the  debate:  ne  concludes,  because  we 
have  an  authority  to  seize  and  commit 
in  cases'  of  treason,  that  we  must  ne- 
cessarily have  an  equal  authority  in  cases 
of  less  importance:  but  this  reasoning  is 
self-refutory  to  the  meanest  apprehension; 
for  the  punishment  of  particular  crimes  is 
lefl  to  the  established  courts  of  law,  nnd 
we  never  interpose  but  in  times  of  parti- 
cular exigence,  where  there  is  a  conspiracy 
against  the  state,  or  sonrfe  reasonable 
ground  of  general  alarm  for  the  nation. 
To  quit  the  legislative  for  the  judicial 
character,  upon  trivial  occasions,  and  to 
check  the  operations  of  law  by  the  exercise 
of  privilege,  must  ultimately  sap  the  very 
foundation  of  the  laws,  undermine  the 
pillars  of  legal  rectitude,  and  overturn  the 
glorious  fabric  of  the  constitution. 

Sir,  the  great  advantage  of  a  legal  go- 
vernment consists  in  the  general  know- 
ledge which  the  people  have  of  those  or- 
dinances by  which  they  are  governed.  On 
this  account  Cicero,  and  the  wisest  of  the 
ancient  statesmen,  condemned  the  ostra- 
cism of  the  Athenians,  and  those  wanton 
exertions  of  privilege  among  the  Romsns, 
whichy  like  our  bills  of  attainder,  left  him 
to  be  punished  by  laws,  which  were  insti* 
tuted  subsequent  to  the  particular  crime 
of  which  he  was  accused. 

Sir,  the  principle  at  present  adof>ted 
by  the  House,  operates,  in  my  opinion, 
as  a  perpetual  bill  of  attainder.  The  sub* 
ject  does  an  action  which  he  conceives  to 
be  innocent,  because  it  is  not  prohibited 
by  any  specified  law ;  the  House  of  Com- 
mons disapproves  this  action,  they  order 
the  man  to  be  seized,  commit  him  inde- 
finitely to  prison,  and  when  he  applies  for 
redress  to  the  courts  of  law,  the  judges 
are  deaf  to  his  complaint,  because  he  has 
been  oppressed  by  the  privilege  of  pariia* 
ment. 

I  know,  Sir,  it  is  urged,  that  without  a 
power  of  punishing  every  contempt  which 
IS  offered  to  your  authority,  there  must  be 
a  speedy  termination  of  your  weight,  if  1 
not  of  your  actual  existence.     Give  ipe 
leave,  however,  to  observe,   that  while 
your  authority  is  constitutionally  exeKed, 
It  will  always  be  implicitly  obeyed ;  while  , 
you  consult  the  good  of  the  people,  the 
people  wiU  consult  your  honour ;  but  when 
you  once  manifest  a  spirit  of  despotisnJ» 
they  will  manifest  a  spirit  of  resistance:  j 
the  English  are  to  be  governed,  but  never 
tobeoppmsed;  tbeyare,iiithel8Dgii8g« 
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of  the  Tolgar,  to  be  led,  biit  not  driven ; 
and  they  will  always  resist  when  tliey  see 
a  palpable  attack  upon  the  constitution. 

As  1  speak,  Sir,  to  support  the  cause  of 
justice,  and  not  to  advance  the  views  of 
any  party  whatever,  I  shall  readily  ac- 
knowtedge7  that  the  courts  of  law  have 
acquired  through  necessity,  a  ri^ht  of  pu- 
nish'mg  coDtempts,  because,  without  such 
an  authority,  there  would  be  a  total  end  of 
their  juDsdiction.  But  even  in  the  courts 
of  law,  Ho  not  hesitate  to  pronounce  the 
DonrcoDtradictory  to  the  principles  of 
MigoaCharta.  The  necessity,  however, 
jodoces  us  to  tolerate  the  invasion,  for 
vttlioursach  a  toleration,  every  man  would 
clnn  a  privilege  of  obeying,  or  disobey- 
ng,  the  decision  of  our  judges  at  his  own 
teetioo,  and  all,  as  the  poet  says,  would 
conseqaently  be  *^  anarchy  and  uproar/' 

But,  Sir,  if  punishing  contempts  in 
^ourt,  it  a  power  which  ought  to  be  exer- 
cised with  the  nicest  eircumspection,  and 
if  oothing  but  the  most  indtspensible  ne- 
cessity can  thus  properly  make  the 
beodies  of  justice,  judge  and  jurors  in 
their  own  cause,  how  careful  should  we 
be,  not  to  grant  this  power  where  the  ne- 
cessity does  not  exist,  and  where  the  exer- 
cise of  it  is  as  plainly  repugnant  to  the  let- 
ter of  our  laws,  as  to  the  spirit  of  our  con- 
ititutioo.  The  honf.  and  learned  member 
who  spoke  before  me,  savs,  that  in  Eng- 
land there  are  several  kmds  of  law,  and 
that  vbenyoarmeasenger was  apprehended 
bj  one  law,  he  was  discharged  by  another: 
this  lie  insists  to  be  apparently  inequita- 
ble: but  why  win  not  gentlemen^  when 
thej  talk  about  legal  equity,  tell  us  openly 
*itat  it  is  ?  If  we  bave  privileges  thatmust 
ttot  be  violated,  in  Gooi's  name  let  us  tell 
^people  what  they  are,  that  they  may 
avoid  the  viokition. 

.  ^r;  the  House  is,  I  own,  in  many 
^  the  sole  judge  of  its  own  privileges, 
huttliereare  many  others,  in  which  if  they 
We  incidentally  before  a  court,  the  judge 
must  inevitably  take  them  under  his  cog* 
t'laoce.  Suppose,  for  instance,  that  the 
ieijeant  at  arms,  in  executing  your  war- 
^Dt  upon  the  printers,  had  been  killed, 
^  that  the  homicides  were  afterwards 
^od  for  the  fact ;  will  any  man  say,  Sir, 
°^^  in  such  a  case  your  privileges  would 
^p^  be  cognizable  before  another  jurisdic- 
^ou  ?  Win  any  man  say,  that  the  judge  was 
Bot  to  enquire  whether  the  warrant  under 
*btch  the  Serjeant  acted  was  legal  or  ille- 
P«  or  whether  the  homicide  was  a  justifi- 
^  ^flC^   or  an'  atttohite  muxder? 
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Surely. no  man,  who  wishes  to  retain  the 
constitutional  mode  of  trying  by  jury,  will 
be  hardy  enough  to  assert  any  thing  like 
this;  and  if  nothing  like  this  is'  to  be  as- 
serted, wha\  becomes  of  the  fashionable 
doctrine,  that  the  Commons  upon  all  oc- 
casions are  the  only  expounders  of  their 
own  privileges  ? 

Sir;  our  whole  constitution  is  a  political 
k'ind  of  chaos,  and  depends  upon  the  pre- 
servation of  opposing  elements ;  the  King 
has  Ills  prerogative— 4he  Peers  their  juris- 
diction— and  we, our  privileges;  we  are 
equal  in  legislative  importancei  even  tb 
the  two  hereditary  estates,  but  we  are  not 
superior ;  we  are  independent  with  respect 
to  them,  but  not  so  with  relation  to  the 
people;  the  people  were  ibe  original 
spring  from  which  the  three' streams  of 
government  proceeded,  and  must  in  fact 
be  paramount  to  alL  They  will  therefore 
naturally  cnquif  e  how  we,  their  representee- 
tives  particularly,  have  executed  our  trust, 
and  will  as  naturally  execrate  our  namesi 

*'  If  once  we  vilely  turn  thfit  very  power* 
'*  Which  we  derive  from  popular  esteen, 
'*  To  sap  the  hulwarks  of  the  public  freedom.^ 

Sir ;  the  people  have  already  opposed 
us  by  their  magistrates,  and  they  will  op- 
pose us  farther  by  their  juries;  though 
were  we  in  fact  as  much  respected  as  we 
are  already  despised ;  as  much  esteemed 
as  we  are  universally  detested,  the  esta- 
blishment of  tyranny  in  ourselves,  who  are 
appointed  for  no  purpose  but  to  repel  it 
in  others,  would  expose  us  to  die  abhor- 
rence of  every  good  Englishman.  Let 
us,  therefore,  stop  where  we  are ;  let  us 
not  justify  oppression  by  oppression,  nor 
forget  our  own  posterity,  if  we  are  regard- 
less of  our  country.  Let  even  the  alnect 
principle  of  self,  which  actuates,  I  fear," 
too  maoy  of  my  auditors,  for  once  ope- 
rate in  ti\e  cause  of  virtue.  We  have  sons 
and  we  have  daughters  to  leave  behind 
us;  they  will  have  children,  ajid  these 
children  will  have  their  successive  gene- 
rations. Shackle  them  not,  therefore,  be- 
fore  they  are  bom. 

Sir ;  the  best  inheritance,  which  we  caa 
possibly  bequeath  our  race,  is  freedom ;  in 
robbing  our  constituents  of  this  inesthmu- 
ble -blessing,  we  in  fact  take  it  away  froin 
our  descendants,  and  make  the  creatures 
of  their  own  hands  the  masters  of  thdr 
fortunes  and  their  Hves.  It  is-a  plausibk 
argument,  that  the  voice  of  the  nation  is 
only  to  be  heard  in  this  House ;  but  plau- 
sibility does  not  necessarily  imply  justice, 
nor  does  this  House  constitute  a  seal  re- 


i4SJ 


11  GEORGE  III.         Debate 


presentative  of  the  kingdom.  The  metro- 
polis, for  instance*  which  contains  at  least 
B  sixth  part  of  the  people,  has  no  more 
than  four  members ;  ana  many  of  the  prin- 
cipal trading  towns  are  wholly  without  a 
member:  when  this  is  recollected.  Sir, 
and  when  it  is  moreover  recollected,  that 
the  inadequacy  of  parliamentary  represen- 
tation is  a  subject  of  universal  complaint, 
there  is  but  a  slender  basis  for  asserting 
that  our  voice  is  the  voice  of  the  kingdom, 
and  that  as  such  it  should  be  decisive  in 
every  deliberation. 

1  readily  grant,  Sir,  that  the  sense  of 
this  House,  whether  agreeable  or  disagree- 
able to  the  sense  of  the  people,  is  generally 
submitted  to,  and  that  the  nation  will  en- 
dure much  before  it  attempts  to  shake  the 
load  of  oppression  from  its  shoulders.  The 
public  is  an  unwieldy  body  ;  its  operations 
are  slow,  and  nothing  can  rouse  it  into  ac- 
tion, but  the  most  urgent  call  of  necessity ; 
yet,  for  this  very  reason,  when  it  does 
move,  its  motion  is  a  very  serious  circum- 
stance ;  the  mor^  the  subject  is  inclined 
to  bear,  the  more  we  should  be  alarmed 
at  his  sensibility ;  when  his  patience  is  ex- 
liausted,  we  may  conclude  that  his  reasons 
for  discontent  are  ample,  and  in  propor- 
tion as  he  shews  himself  unwilling  to  mur- 
•mur,  in  the  same  proportion  we  should 
shew  our  readiness  to  remove  every  source 
4>f  his  dissatisfaction. 

Sir ;  the  friends  of  administration,  be- 
sides the  ikllacious  mode  of  reasoning 
which  1  have  here  exposed,  recur  to  ano- 
ther specious  fallacy  to  countenance  the 
oppression  of  government.  We  are  told, 
that  the  various  petitions  presented  to  the 
throne  for  the  dissolution  of  this  parlia- 
ment, are  by  no  means  to  be  regarded,  be- 
cause the  majority  of  counties  have  not 
petitioned  for  this  purpose.  On  the  con- 
trary, it  is  inferred  that  as  the  majority  of 
counties  have  been  silent,  the  complaints 
of  those  who  have  really  talked  of  griev- 
ances must  be  considered  only  as  the  effu- 
sions of  faction,  fomented  by  the  interest- 
ed, and  supported  by  the  misled ;  that  they 
are  on  the  one  hand  excited  by  ambition, 
and  on  the  other  composed  of  ignorance, 
but  on  both  repugnant  to  reason,  and  in- 
jurious to  the  real  happiness  of  the  king- 
dom. Superficial  entjutrers  into  the.4ia- 
ture  of  public  transactions,  may.  Sir,  be 
deluded  by  a  logic  of  this  kind,  yet  it  will 
have  very  little  weight  with  those  who 
have  made  a  close  examination  into  faCts. 
The  bulk  of  the  people.  Sir,  is  not  to  be 
estimated  by  the  extent  of  milesi  or  the 
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multiplication  of  counties.  The  metropo- 
lis, as  1  have  already  observed,  contains  in 
itself  a  sixth  of  our  inhabitants,  and  if  we 
reckon  the  petitioners,  by  the  more  ra- 
tional criterion  of  the  land  tax,  we  shall 
find  that  they  exceed  the  supposed  friends 
of  the  ministry  in  numbers,  by  so  consi- 
derable a  sum  as  25,000/.  a  year. 

Why,  then,  Sir,  are  we  to  imagine,  that 
the  language  of  the  late  petitions  ii  not 
the  language  of  onr  constituents  at  large? 
^re  there  no  murmurs,  no  dbcontents  in 
the  silent  counties  ?  Or  have  our  gracious 
rulers  practised  no  arts,  to  keep  their  un- 
easiness fropn  the  ear  of  their  sovereign? 
We  may  labour  to  deceive  ourselves,  Sir, 
but  our  labours  to  deceive  the  oublic  will 
be  inefiectual.  The  minister  wul  not  meet 
that  complaisance  without  doors,  which  he 
is  so  certain  of  meeting  within ;  the  very 
motion  before  the  House  is  a  proof  of  our 
being  generally  abhorred.  Tlie  magis- 
trates of  London  would  not  dare  to  resist 
our  resolutions,  if  the  nation  was  not  evi- 
dently warmed  with  their  sentimenU,  and 
thoroughly  persuaded,  that  the  existence 
of  their  freedom  depends  upon  a  deter- 
mined opposition  to  the  unwarrantable 
exercise  of  our  authority.  Perhaps,  Sir, 
it  may  be  said,  our  privileges  are  the  pn* 
vileges  of  those  we  represent,  and  that  the 
political  importance  of  the  elector  must  be 
diminished,  if  the  importance  of  the  elect- 
ed undergoesthe  smallest  diminution.  Let 
me  again  exhort  gentlemen  not  to  deceive 
themselves.  Whenever  the  interest  of  tne 
representative  and  the  represented  are 
one,  their  views  must  be  one  also.  At 
present,  however,  their  interests  are^ 
contrary  as  their  views,  and  nothing  b«t 
the  very  soul  of  absurdity  could  possibly 
affirm,  that  our  encroachment  on  the 
rights  of  the  subject,  was  absolutely  requi- 
site for  the  maintenance  of  bis  necessary 
weight  in  the  constitution*  .  y 

Sir;  gentlemen  are  exceedingly  >»"*»' 
nant  at  tlie  supposed  temerity  of  the  two 
magistrates,  now  labouring  under  the  di 
pleasure  of  the  House;  and  ask,  witn  » 
tone  of  resentful  surprise,  if  the  corpo^' 
tion  of  London  is  to  be  independent  ot  tn 
Commons  regularly  assembled  in  pa^ ' ' 
ment  ?  Whv  not,  Sir,  if  the  law  h^*  ""^ 
them  so?  If  the  law  has  indulged  tne 
citizens  with  particular  imnaiinities,  ^J 
are  these  immunities  to  be  invaded.  ^^ 
sit  here  for  the  professed  P^^^JL^^d 
guarding  the  laws,  not  for  the  F^Jf^ 
purpose  of^  trampling  them  under  fo^^  *  ^ 
ourselves  are  the  greaturesf  »ot  the  iw» 
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ten  of  the  constitution:  we  have  no  exist* 
ence  bat  a  legal  one ;  we  can  have  no 
existeooe  but  a  legal  one,  and  conse- 
quently it  is  as  weak  as  it  h  wicked  in  us 
u  ofencop  the  establishedl  bounds  of  le- 
gality. 

Mr.  Charles  Fox  : 

Sir;  notwithstandinj;  what  the  hen. 
ge&tknin  who  spoke  last  has  been  pleased 
tourgerdative^to  the  divided  views,  and 
the  difided  interests  of  the  Commons  and 
the  people,  he  has  not  been  able  to  con- 
vince me,  either  that  the  authority  of  this 
Hone  ii  not  the  best  security  of  the  na- 
tiooal  freedom,  or  that  our  welfare  can 
poaibly  be  separated  from  the  welfare  of 
tile  public 

Sir;  the  hon,  gentleman  is  pleased  to 
ttji  that  the  voice  of  this  House  is  not  the 
▼oioe  of  the  people,  and  he  sets  the  lan- 
guage of  clamour  without  doors  in  oppo- 
lition  to  oar  deliberations,  as  if  we  were 
not  paiticolarly  appointed  by  the  consti- 
tutioo,  the  only  revealers  of  the  national 
mind,  the  only  judges  of  what  ought  to  be 
the  leDtiments  of  the  kingdom,  f  say,  Sir, 
what  oaght  to  be,  because  many  laws  are 
^hly  necessary  for  the  public  safety, 
vhich  excite  the  discontent  of  the  people. 
If  ve  were  never  to  pass  a  law,  till  it  ob- 
^fined  the  sanction  of  popular  approba- 
tion, we  ahould  never  have  a  settled  te- 
Tenue  to  support  either  the  establishment 
of  our  domestic  policy,  or  to  defend  our- 
Klves  against  the  invasion  of  a  foreign 
^my.  You  never  see  a  tax  institute, 
Sir,  without  hearing  loud  impeachments 
of  parliamentary  integrity.  The  unin- 
formed aseak>ts,  who  seem  animated  with 
>n  eothusiastic  love  for  their  country,  ge- 
nerally charge  us  with  having  sold  them 
to  the  minister ;  and  we  are  accused  of 
wnality  for  imposing  those  burdens,  which 
velLnow  to  be  absolutely  necessary,  and 
to  which  we  ourselves,  if  the  House  of 
Coooioni  is  supposed  an  assembly  of  the 
«nt  property  in  the  state,  must  always  be 
^  largest  contributors. 

Sir;  it  will  possibly  appear  strange,  that 
•  ^representative  of  tbe»  people  should  not 
decnj  it  more  meritorious  to  comply  with 
^  wishes  of  his  constituents,  than  to 
counteract  them ;  and  it  may  possibly  bfe 
^rged,  that  it  is  his  duty,  upon  all  occa- 
^nti  to  act  in  conformity  to  those  wishes, 
bowerer  repugnant  they  may  he  to  the 
••Me  of  his  own  conviction.  Sir,  I  will 
'k!  ^^'  ^^^  ^^®  ^^^°*  gentleman  about 
^  idea  he  anneitea  to  lus  term  of  <  the 
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people;*  I  will,  for  argument  sake,  allow 
that  nine  tenths  of  the  people  are  at  this 
moment  in  opposition  to  government.  But 
I  shall  at  ^e  same  time  insist,  that  we 
have  higher  obligations  to  justice,  than  to 
our  constiuents ;  we  are  chosen  the  dele* 
gates  of  the  British  electors  for  salutary 
not  for  pernicious  purposes  ;  to  guard,  not 
to  invade  the  constitution:  to  keep  the 
privileges  of  the  very  freemen  we  repre- 
sent,  as  much  within  their  proper  limits, 
as  to  controul  any  unwarrantable  exer* 
tion  of  the  royal  authority.  We  are  bound 
to  promote  their  true  interests  in  prefer* 
ence  to  the  dearest  desires  of  their  neartSt 
and  the  CQnstitut)oi\  makes  us  the  sole 
arbiters  of  those  interests,  notwithstand- 
ing the  imaginary  infellibility  of  the  people. 

To  shew.  Sir,  the  propriety  of  this  rea* 
soning,  let  us  suppose  that  the  people,  in- 
stead of  this  mixed  monarchy,  which  we 
celebrate  as  equally  the  pride  and  etivy  of 
the  universe,  should  instruct  us,  their  re- 
presentatives, to  introduce  a  democratical 
form  of  government;  should  we  act  as 
good  subjects  to  our  khig,  or  as  faithful 
guardians  to  our  country,  if  we  complied 
with  so  dangerous  an  advice  ?  We  nave 
sworn  to  maintain  this  ^constitution  in  iti 
present  form ;'  to  maintain  the  privileged 
of  parliament  as  a  necessary  part  of  that 
constitution,  and  neither  to  encroach  upoa 
the  legal  jurisdiction  of  the  peers,  nor  the 
just  prerogatives  of  the  sovereign.  Shall 
we^  then,  do  what  we  are  sensible  is  wrong, 
because  the  people  desire  it  ?  Shall  we  sa^ 
orifice  our  reason,  our  honour,  and  our 
conscience  for  fear  of  incurring  the  pobu- 
lar  resentment,  and  while  we  are  appomt- 
ed  to  watch  the  Hesperian  fruit  of  liberty 
with  a  dragon's  eye,  be  ourselves  the  only . 
slaves  of  the  whole  community  ? 

Perhaps  the  hon.  gentleman  wi)l  tell 
me,  that  nothing  but  the  **  soul  of  ab« 
surdity''  could  suspect  the  people  of  a 
design  against  their  own  happiness.  Sir, 
I  do  not  suspect  the  people  of  any  such 
design,  but  I  suspect  their  capacity  to 
judge  of  their  true  happiness.  I  know 
they  are  generally  credulous,  and  gene- 
rally uninformed;  captivated  by  appear- 
ances, while  they  neglect  the  most  im- 
portant essentials,  and  always  ridiculously 
ready  to  believe,  that  those  men  who  have 
the  greatest  reason  from  their  extensive 
property,  to  be  anxious  for  the  public  / 
safety,  are  always  concerting  measures  for  / 
the  oppression  of  their  own  posteritW^ 
•Sir,  if  I  misrepresent  the  people,  when^ 
spring   those   eternal   terrors   of-  * 
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take  its  rise  I  Where  was  the  schMe  cod* 
certed?  Did. it  (Originate  in  this  House? 
Is  it  the  legitimate  oftj^ring  of  this  as- 
sembly ?  No ;  it  is  the  abortion  6f  five 
wretched  clerks^  who,  though  a  disgrace 
to  this  House,  have  the  management,  let 
me  correct  myself,  the  mis-management, 
of  all  national  afiairs.  These  pitiful 
drudges  brought  the  Treasury  into  the 
scheme;  the  Treasury  jnfluenced  the  junto 
of  Carlton-house ;  Carlton-house  set  all 
the  administration  in  motion ;  and  the  ad- 
ministration gave  life  and  vigour  to  the 
machines  that  compose  the  majority. 
Thus  are  you  played  off.  like  puppets,  for 
the  entertainment  of  the  magician  that 
acts  behind  the  curtain. 
'  Do  you  not  blush  at  such  infimiy  i  Do 
not  your  cheeks  burn  with  conscious 
shame  at  being  mere  walking  plants,  per- 
fect oxen  in  a  stall,  fed  by  the  hand  of 
your  master,  and  forced  to  draw  in  his 
yoke?  By  heaven,  I  had  rather  not  be, 
than  drae  such  a  heavy,  such  a  galling, 
auch  a  detestable  chain.  There  are,  in- 
deed, those  of  whose  commands  I  should 
t>e  proud,  because  their  service  is  perfect 
freedom.  The  instructions  of  your  consti- 
tuents, you  shouldbe  always  read^  to  (^ey. 
But  you  have  inverted  the  maxim  of  the 
Gospel,  and  made  the  servant  greater  than 
bis  master.  You,  who  are  only  deputies 
or  factors,  have  usurped  a  power  not  only 
superior  to  that  of  your  creators,  but  de- 
structive of  the  very  ri^ts  by  which  they 
exist  as  freemen,  and  by  which  you  your- 
selves exist  as  representatives.  In  the 
gulf  of  your  privileges  you  have  swallowed 
up  the  birthright  of  the  people,  who  are 
ultimately,  paramount  to  all  the  three 
branches  of  the  legislature.  Had  you  J 
been  as  tenaeipils  of  your  duty  as  of  your 
interest,  you  would  have  first  provided  for 
(he  safet^  of  the  people's  rights,  and  then 
enterM  mto  the  discussion  of  your  own 
privileges.  It  is  (he  privilege  of  the  people 
to  be  tried  by  the  law  of  the  land,  and  to 
^e  the  course  of  justice  free  and  uninter- 
rupted. Both,  you  have  flagrantly  vio- 
lated, and  opened  ii  door  for  anarchy  and 
confusion.  But  where  is  the  wonder  that 
you  act  in  this,  arbitrary  manner,  when 
you  would  not  allow  mention  to  be  made 
of  the  traitorous  member,  who  declared^ 
m  the  face  of  day,  that  he  hoped  to  see 
bis  Miyesty  as  absolute  anti  despotic  as 
tike  king  of  Prussia ;  and  that  he  had 
pought  his  constituents,  and  made  of  their 
instroctions  an  use  not  fit  to  be  named ! 
Jlad  jou  t^een  true  jreprewitatives,  you 


would  have  immedistely  dropped  evsiy 
other  subject,  and  blushed  to  determine 
any  national  affiufv  till  you  had  removed 
from  among  you  such  an  abomination  to 
all  honour  and  honesty.  But  you  love  to 
protect  such  culprits,  because  of  such  is 
your  kingdom  composed  i  and  by  such 
vou  hope  to  enslave  the  people.  Such  sre 
ready  made  instruments  to  your  hand,  and 
require,  like  Nero,  no  spur  but  their  own 
profligacy,  to  tear  open  the  maternal 
bowels  of  their  country.  Yet  how  can  yoa 
imagine,  that  the  people  will  tamely  sub- 
mit to  injuries  received  from  men  of  your 
stamp  i  How  can  you  conceive  that  Bri- 
tons will  endure  an  act  of  tyranny,  as 
alarming  as  anj  practised  by  the  despot  o^ 
France?  Louis  the  Well-beloved  enuei 
the  acts  pf .  his  parliaments ;  and  our  be* 
loved  House  of  Commons  erases  the  legal 
proceedings  of  our  courts  of  record  I 
The  violence  of  Charles  the  1st,  when  he 
entered  this  House  in  person,  and  seised 
the  five  members,  was  not  a  matter  of 
such  pernicious  example.  You  have 
struck  at  the  very  root  of  all  law  and  jus* 
tice^  and  endeavoured,  at  one  blow,  with 
Cahffula,  to  decollate-  the  constitution. 

The  consequence  is  natural.  Afler 
having  assumed  an  arbitrary  dominion 
over  truth  and  justice,  you  issue  orden, 
warrants,  and  proclamations,  against  eveiy 
opponent,  and  send  prisoners  to  your 
Bastile,  all  those  who  have  the  courage 
and  virtue  to  defend  the  expiring  freedom 
of  their  country.  But  it  is  in  vain  that 
you  hope  by  fear  and  terror  to  extinguiah 
every  spark  of  the  ancient  fire  of  this  iale. 
The  moce  sacrifices,  the  more  martyra 
you  make,  the  more  numerous  the  sons  of 
liberty  will  become.  They  will  multiply 
like  the  hydra's  head,  and  nuH  vengeance 
on  your  devoted  heads.  Let  others  set 
as  they  will,  while  1  have  a  tongue  or  sn 
arm,  they  shall  be  free.  And  that  I  may 
not  be  a  witness  of  this  roonftroos  pro* 
ceeding  I  will  leave  the  House;  nor  do  I 
doubt  but  every  independent,  every  ho' 
nest  man,  every  friend  to  England,  will 
follow  me.  These  walls  are  unholy,  tbey 
are  baleful,  they  are  deadly,  while  a  pros- 
titute majori^  holds  the  bolt  of  psrlia* 
mentary  omnipotence,  and  hurls  its  ven- 
geance only  upon  the  .virtuous.  To  your- 
selves therefore  I  consign  you.  ttojoj 
your  own  pandemonium*— 
<*  When  vtoe  prevails,  and  inpioos  man  bear 

'  swmy, 
"  Thepostof  hoQoarisaprivalestatioB," 

Mb  CAarJaa  Jaimer  then  Jofoniied  m 
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and  Alderman  Oliver  io  the  Tcmoef. 


Romaic  thai  notwidwtandtng  the  reflolu- 
tioDs  tfaej  had  come  to,  he,  at  a  magistrate, 
should  have  acted  the  same  as  Mr.  Oliver 
had  done ;  and  therefore,  if  there  was  any 
crime  in  it,  ought  also  to  be  sent  to  tlie 
Tower. 

Sir  «/.  GrigSn  moved  for  a  slighter  pu- 
nishmeDt,  viz.,  by  leaving  out  the  words, 
^  eoamicted  to  the  Tower  of  London,*^ 
and  iaserting  the  words,  *^  reprimanded 
by  Mr.  Speaker  in  hb  pkce,''  instead 
thereof    Upon  which, 

Sir  WUUam  Meredith  said :      ^ 

Sir;  I  find  myself  under  a  great 
diiooltj,  either  to  agree  to  this  amend- 
nent,  or  to  dissent  from  it ;  for,  by  agree- 
iD|  to  a  censure,  I  may  seem  to  adopt  an 
opinion  of  the  worthy  alderman's  guilt, 
which  I  can  have  no  ri^ht  to  entertain. 
Did  1  even  think  him  guilty,^!  durst  not 
condemn  him  unheard*  As  a  judge,  I  am 
bound  to  think  the  man  whom  I  try  inno- 
cent, till  he  has  been  fairly  heard,  and  till 
hii  milt  results  out  ^  conviction.  It  is 
speuittg  too  well  of  this  proceeding  to 
say,  that  this  magistrate  was  not  allowed 
counsel.  He  was  allowed  counsel,  so 
far  as  to  let  us  see,  the  faces  of  coun- 
sel at  the  bar ;  but  clogged  with  a  con- 
dition that  gagged  their  mouths  from 
speaking  wlut  was  necessary  for  their 
oient'a  defence.  It  is  an  aggravation  of 
iii}astice,  to  commit  it  under  a  false  colour 
and  insidious  afieccation  of  justice,  l^he 
hon.  gentleman  must  therefb^  pardon  me, 
if  1  cannot  vote  for  his  amendment  te  a 
measure  of  kindness  to  Mr.  Oliver ;  for  if 
yoo,  Mr.  Speaker,  are  4>rdered  to  repri- 
mand that  gentleman^  we  all  know  your 
ability  to  do  it  to  some  purpose :  nor  can 
human-  nature  be  exposed  to  a  more  humi- 
liating Btatei  or  to  sharper  feelings,  than 
by  sabmitting  to  such  a  reprimand  as  you 
win  give,  out,  in  goins  to  the  Tower, 
there  is  nothing  td  afflict  him  $  on  the  qon- 
tiary,  he  will  carry  in  his  own  bosom  the 
blessings  of  a  good  conscience,  and  be  fol* 
lowed  by  the  general  applause  ^f  his  fel- 
low-citizens :  whilst  his  judges  and  pro- 
secntors  will  be  pursued  by  the  curses  of 
the  people,  scorned  by  tmise  who  hate, 
aad  pitied  by  those  who  think  moderately 
of  them. 

But  if  there  was  no  reason  for  this 
amendment,  I  should  think.  Sir,  the  feel- 
ings of  gentlemen  would  incline  them  to 
adopt  it,  merely  to  get  rid  of  a  matter,  of 
which  we  are  all  so  sick  and  weary.  I 
consent  to  it  for  the  sake  of  peace^  even 
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at  the  espence  of  justice,  ^ith  this  view 
to  peace,  I  have  opposed  ev^ry  part  of 
this  wretched  basine«^  in  every  stage. 
Thev  who  now  diflSer,  may  live  to  applaud 
nieior  it. 

I  see  that  many  gentlemen  of  the  high* 
est  xvLvk  and  character,  some  of  whom,  bj 
their  doubts,  gave  a  sanction,  and  othera 
who  added  vigour  and  impulse  to  this  pro* 
seoution,  are  now  withdrawn.  Several, 
gentlemen  who  uniformly  opposed  thia 
measure,  have  turned  their  bacKft  upon  the 
House,  with  many  bitter  expressions  oC 
the  indignation  which  they  felt.  With 
what  temper  and  opinion  I  may  ever  re«* 
turn  to  this  unpleasant  seat,  I  know  nbt; 
but  I  will  not  leave  it,  as  long  as.  there  isa> 
twig  to  catch  at,  by  which  I  can  hope  • 
to  Keep  the  peace  of  this  unfortunate* 
country. 

Mr.  Speaker,  it  is  natural  for  men  to 
complain  of  what  they  hear  from  the  re* 
port  of  othera ;  but  it  is  what  ^they  see  and 
feel  that  provokes  them  to  action.  Hena» 
then,  lies  the  difference  betwixt  commit* 
ment  and\  renrimand.  The  people  with- 
out doon  will  only  hear  the  one— they 
^i]l  see  the  other ;  and  every  hour  of  the 
imprisonment  will  add  fresh  discontent  t^ 
their  minds,  and  raise  some  new  spirit  dT 
commotion. 

We  have  now  sat  many  houn  past  mid* 
night;  day-light  is  advancing  upon  os:. 
let  not  the  sun  rise  upon  our  shame!  But 
let  OS  close  this  miserable  scene  under*  the 
cover  of  that  darkness  which  suits  with 
it,  and  under  the  shelter  of  our  own  wallas 

Strongly  as  I  think  the  public  ought  to 
know  what  passes  here*  I  wish  to  &od  I 
could  bind  you,  myself,  the  whole  House» 
with  every  clerk,  serjeant,  messenger,  &c. 
attendiint,  to  secrecy  on  this  occasion* 
But  that  would  be  impossible.  Still,  Sir, 
may  a  great  deal  of  mischief  be  avoided* 
if  we  keep  ouraelves  to  ourselves ;  if  we 
do  not  send  our  judgment  to  be  executed 
abroad,  to  create  riot,  tumult,  and  se- 
dition. 

Most  sincerely,  therefore,  do  I  call  q>on 
the  noble  lord  who  sits  on  the  Treasury 
bench:  he  has  neitlier'my  ill  thoughts* 
nor  my  ill  wishes ;  and,  if  his  lordship  isf 
truly  spoken  of,  he  has  never  approved 
this  business.  Let  him,  then,  permit  me 
to  conjure  him,  for  his  own  honour,  for 
the  ease  and  dignity  of  his  sovereign* 
and,  above  all,  for  his  country's  peace* 
to  lay  holjd  on  the  opportunity  given  by 
the  worthy  general*  to  dose  this  acane  ii 
mischief  here* 
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llie  main  •  object  of  those  who  are 
diarged.withth^eeres  of  govermnent,  m 
peocew  Crreat  kmgi,  and  wke  mmistefs, 
neve  Ijhought  it  not  beneath  them  to  give 
up  points  of  the  greatest  moment  for  the 
sake  of  peace.  Ministen  most  govern 
aipcideRiSy  not  be  governed  by  them.  But 
when  ministers  themselves  endanger  pub- 
lic peace  for  trifles,  and  raise  discord  out 
of  atoms,  then  is  government  itseM*  in  a 
state  of  anarch  J. 

The  storm  tnat  now  hangs  over  as  was 
raised  by  government ;  and  whatever  coA- 
stouences  may  follow,  thev  who  began, 
and  who  have  ooantenanced  this  proceed- 
ing, are  answerable  to  their  krog^  their 
oowdtry,  and  their  God.. 

The  cjpestionbeing  put,  that  the  Words, 
^  committed  to  the  Tower  of  London,** 
stand  part  of  th^  question.  The  House 
ditided.    The  Yeas  went  forth. 


thbMie  <m  commkUng  ike  Lord  Mnyar         [ISO 


Teas 


{ 


Tellers. 
Mr.  Onslow  ,  - 
Mr.  Whately 


:} 
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»»"  {^^?  •  : :}  ^ 

So  it  wa$  resolved  in  the  affirmative; 
fnd  the  House  aciKoumed  at  half  past  three 
oh  (the  morning  or  the  26th.* 


Marcher*  The  Lord  Msjyor  came  to  Che 
House:  a  great  conconrse  of  peopie  at- 
tBoded  him  to  the  House^  where  ther  were 
very  riotous.  Lord  Noith  was  insulted  by 
them,  and  would  probably  have  been  a 
flood  deal  hurt,  but  was  saved  by  sir  Wil- 
fimn  Meredith.  Mr.  Charles  fox  and 
othcTO  were  ako  insulted. 

The  House  being  iofforroed  of  a  tumuK 
tuous  crowd  assembled  in  Palace  Yard, 
and  in  the  passages  leading  to  the  House, 
wko  had  assaulted  sevend  of  the  members 

*  *•<  About  three  o^loek  in  the  moraiqg  the 
debates  in  the  House  of  Cosamws  eaded,  when 
Ricbmrd  Olirer*  esq.  alderman  and  member  of 
parHsmeot  for  the  city  of  London,  was  ordered 
to  be  sent  to  the  Tower,  but  was  indoTged  to 
fie  at  his  own  house  hi  Feocborob- street, 
where  the  Seijesnt  at  Arms  attended  between 
the  boors  of  seven  and  eight  o*eloek,  and  oeii- 
daeted  him  in  a  coaoh  to  tha  above  prissa. 
\mA  Temple,  aad  amit  number  of  the  aobi* 
li|yr,  and  members  of  the  House  of  C^mmokis^ 
visited  Mr.  Oliver  in  the  Tower.  A  motion 
Wfui  made  by  Mr.  Alderman  Kirkman,  in  the 
court  of  commoD -council,  that  the  ezpenoe  of 
Mr.  AMerman  Oliver^s  table,  during  tlie  time 
lie  remaias  prtsoner  in  the  Tower,  m  deihiyM 
by  thoeity,  which  was  esfried  hi  the  afflrma* 
tive."    Gentleman's  Magazine. 


in  their  coming  to  the  House: 
justices  of  the  peace  of  Middlesex  and 
Westminster  attendiiiff  9  diey  were  caBed 
in ;  and,  at  the  bar,  Mr.  Spewer,  W  order 
of  the  House,  aequaintea  them,  ttet  the 
House,  havmg  received  information  of  the 
said  riotous  proceedings,  did  expect  that 
they  should  go  imme£alely  and  give  the 
proper  orders  for  preserving  die  peace, 
andf  dispersing  the  crowd  who  were  attem- 
bled  about  me  passives  feadihg  to  the 
House ;  and  that  they  should  return,  and. 
give  the  House  an  accoiut  of  what  they 
had  done.    And  then  they  withdrew. 

And,  alter  some  time,  the  House  being 
hdfbrmed,  that  the  said  justices  were  aaain 
attending;  they  were  called  in;  aao^al 
the  bar,  acquainted  the  Honse^  that  they 
had  endeavoured  to  put  the  orders  of  the 
House  in  execution  $  and  had  proposed  to 
read  the  Riot  Act,  but  were  prevented; 
and  were  totally  unable  to  do  any  thiag 
further  towards  keeping  the  peace. 

And  the  sherifis  of  London  and  Middle- 
sex, bemg  members  of  this  House,  were 
requested  to  go  themselves,  and  endear  our 
to  disperse  tte  said  crowd.  And  they  went 
accordingly. 

On  the  motiont  that  the  order  of  the 
day  be  read, 

Mr.  WUUmm  Bmrke  said,  that  no  part  of 
the  business,  from  the  complaflM  to  the 
judgmeat,  hAd  been  wisely  or  equitably 
conducted ;  and  tfnit  he  wodd  thereiwe 
wish  them  a  good  night. 

Sir  G.  Sarnie  get  up,  and  said,  that  in* 
deed  he  wan  very  iH.  which  might  be  a 
suSdeot  eneuse for  him  not  to  stay;  but 
he  desired  the  House  would  not  regard  that 

as  his  only  excuse:  thai  the  House  not 
pemdttingthe  lord  mayor  to  be  heard  by 
oouaael,  he  Mkei  on  it  as  a  pr  Aibition 
of  Justice ;  and  as  h*  was  net  thsrsfors 
sumciently  infonned  of  the  strength  of  the 
piea»  he  eoidd  not  slay  to  give  any  judg- 
ment in  the  aoattesu  He  theralore  quitted 
the  Houses 

Mr.  JSdiiiWMl  Airia#  staid  a  little  longer. 
He  spoke  so  low  thdt  he  coaU  learoeiy 
be  heard.  Hia  speech,  ae  mudiaa  could 
be  dislkiguiahed  at  some  distance,  wii 
huneniing  the  miserable  conduct  of  the 
House,  in  which  hardly  any  thingjmident 
was  left  fbr  them  to  do^  and  that  they  bad 
chosen  the  most  laifNrudeat  ^  ^  ^ 
meliiodB  in  theh*  power.  He  tkea  retirsd. 
Mr.  DessdesweU,  the  Ca;veadiBhcs,  aod 
many  eiher  minority  gentletttn,  did  nit 
attend  this  diiy. 
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miAHmUn  Glicir  to  Mr  T^m, 


TheMer  of  the  dafy  beiag  raid,  lor  tli^ 
atteadioce  of  Bras  Cfoiby>  osq*  lo«d 
nBfor  of  LondoD»  in  his  pliiea:  uijO#aid 
loid  mAjor  attended  acoordingfy ; 

H^  ZW  Mof/or  8»id,  that  as  he  looked 
w  his  CBS?  aiahreadj  prejndged^  he  should 
^  DotJii^  to  whet  he  had  befofe  said  in 
hkdflfeooe.  ^ 

It  mm  then  resolved,  «  thai  Brass 
€r«faf,e«|.,  lord  mayor  of  London^  having 
diwhttged  out  of  the  custody  of  one  of  the 
BMisei^  of  this  House  J.  MiUer,  (for 
wlMn  die  neaw-iMper,  intituled,  *<  The 
Lffidoa  Evening  Fost,  from  Tbunday, 
Hath  7,  to  Saturday,  March  9,  1771»'' 
pwports  to  be  priated,  and  of  which  a 
anplaiat  was  made  in  the  House  of  Com- 
■0D8»  on  the  12tb  instant,  and  who,  for 
^  coiiteBi(»t,  in  not  obeying  the  order  of 
tii&  Uoiue,  for  his  attendance  on  this 
Home  upon  Thursday  the  14th  instant, 
vt»  ordoed  to  be  taken  into  the  custody 
oftbeSeijeantat  Anns,  or  his  deputy,  at- 
teodiajg  this  House,  and  who,,by  virtue  o£ 
the  Speaker's  warrant  issued  under  the 
aid  order,  had  been  taken  into  the  cua> 
todj  of  the  said  messenger)  and  having 
<^Ded  a  warrant  against  the  said  messen- 
^ffor  having  executed  the  said  warrant 
of  the  Speaker,  and  having  lield  the  said 
aesMBger  to  bail  for  the  same,  is  guilty 
oft  breach  of  tbeprivilige  of  this  House^'' 

Mr.  Wdkor^  mis  then  observed,  that 
^  crimes  the  lord  mayor  had  been  guilty 
of  were  in  a  degree'  higher  than  thoae  of 
Mr.  Oliver,  and  therefore  ought  to  meet 
vith  at  least  as  severe  an  imprisonment ; 
but  as  my  lord  mayor  was  not  in  a  good 
liate  of  health,  to  shew  the  tender  mercy 
of  the  House,  heahould  only  move  <<  That 
Brats  Crosby,  esq«,  lord  mi^or  of  London, 
ttHiameiaber  of  this  House,  be,  for  his 
nU  oSmce,  committed  to  the  custody  of 
the  Serjeant  at  Armsattecdingthis  House/' 

The  Lord  Mayor  was  heard  in  his  place, 
^  said,  that  understanding  from  Uie 
P||tleman  who  made  the  motion^  that  the 
^ty  of  it  was  owing  to  an  attention  to 
'^ill  sute  of  health,  he  desired  to  acquaint 
|»e  House,  that  he  was  much  better  m  his 
heahh,  than  when  he  was  first  ordered  to 
11^  the  House  in  his  pUice.  That  he 
h«i  no  favour  to  ask  of  the  hon.  gentleman 
;[Jio  made  the  motion,  nor  of  the  House. 
^at  in  justice  to  his  hon.  friend,  whom 
^  House  bad  sent  to  the  Tower  on  Mon- 
<By  last,  he  thinight  they  should  send  him 
^oear  him  company;  that  he  thought  he 
^  done  right  in  doing  what  was  laid  to 
^  ^ge,  and  on  aaimilar  occaaion  would 
•«fte  same  again. 
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Mr.  JEWir  on  this  moved  i|n  amendment 
to  fajs  motion,  by  leaving  out "  to  the  ouir 
tody  pf  the  Serjeant  at  Arms,"  an4  inseiV 
ingj'^  to  the  Tower  of  London/' 

This  was  closed  by  Mr.  Phipps»  Mr. 
Calcraflt,  Mr.  jPulteney,  sir,}C.  Wray,  cdL 
Jeonjngs,  Mr,  Seymour, and  others;  raoit 
of  whom  expressed  their  opinion,  that  the 
HQupe  ought,  h^  its.  legisletive  or  ju^cial 
capaoity,  to  have  a  power  to  send  lor  pe^> 
sons,  %nd  tocoqipel  theiir  auyeqdance;  bat 
that  U  ;was  against  law^for  either  House  «f 
Parliament  to  make  tow  by  itc[  declaration; 
that,  the  order  of  the  Houae»  eoacerniitf 
the  printing  the  debates,  was  made  in  had 
times  (I&lrl},  and  therefore  ought  not  to 
be  rcgai:ded ;  and  that  a  power  of  this 
aatiiiis  was  nqt  necessary  to  the  existencn 
of   the  Houses    In  the  oourse  of  this 

Ux!  Richard  mitfmrth  addressed  the 
House.*  He  began  with,  lamenting  the 
uafortunfite  situation,  which  the  House  of 
Comnxms  was  brought  into  by  these  ilK 
consifdered  and  illHMivised  prooeedings. 
He  said,  that  it  was  the  most  important 
crisis  which  the  House  had  ever  arrived  at ; 
that  it  was  a  daiM^erous  contention,  the 
people  struggling  tor  the  tows  of  the  hnd 
and  their  liberties  at  large,  and  therms 
seotativesof  that  same  peopto,  and  mm 
whom  they  derive  their  wMe  authority, 
contending  for  that  assumed  power  of  on* 
controlable,  unlimited^  indefinite  privitose 
and  jurisdiction ;  a  monster,  thank  GUkU 
unknown  to  exist  in  this  constitution. 

This  is  the  contention,  continued,  he, 
this  is  thai  dangerous  system  of  power 
that  will  fbrdxxie  the  dire  destruction  of 
Uiis  country;  the  Commons  fighting  on 
the  one  hand  their  privil^ies,  and  the  peo- 
pto, the  law  of  the  land  on  the  other.  The 
House  that  is  at  war  against  itself  can  no* 
ver  stand.  Picture  this  struggling  scene 
c^  contention  but  as  the  prelude  of  a  too 
serious  tra^dy,  and  then  paint  the  hor* 
rors  of  a  civil  war  at  home,  intermingled 
with  a  foreign  contest*  These  proceed* 
ings  must  produce  neither  credit  nor  dig- 
nity to  the  House.  To  retreat,  say  the 
administration,  is  disgraceftil;  and  it  will 
be  allowed  by  all  moderate  men,  to  hasten 
forward  b  destruction. 

The  lord  mayor,  continued  he,  appear^ 
here,  not  as  a  criminal  surely  in  the  lav, 
but  as  t^e  bold  asserter  of  the  liberties  and 
rights  of  his  feUow-citissens,  ctoimed  under 
the  charter  and  law  of  tlie  laud,  armed  and 

■         I      t 

*  Ffoiii  the  Pkriitieal  Better. 
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entrenched  in  the  defence  of  die  Jaw.  I 
riiall  take  the  qaestion  upon  the  great  ba- 
m  of  the  rights  of  the  people  at  lai^e, 
which  is  trying  the  extent  of  your  privi- 
'  lege  against  the  laws  of  the  land.  This  is 
%  dangerous  trial  between  the  representa- 
tive and  the  people,  fraught  with  every 
dreadful  system,  tending  (perhaps  you  may 
aay)  to  the  overthow  of  the  very  House  of 
Cpnimons  itself,  and  .not  leavmg  it  even 
tiie  shadow  of  authority.  This  contest 
has  for  ever  by  our  ancestors  been  wisely 
avoided ;  but  Uie  present  desperate  set  of 
ministers  run  headlong  at  destruction. 

You  claim  privilege,  because  it  is  an 
unconfined,  unlimited,  unknown  exercise 
of  power ;  and  assert,  that  it  wants  no  law 
to  confirm  it,  or  to  try  it.  Let  me  ask  you, 
tiow  you  came  to  confirm  and  strengthen 
the  greatest  privilege  you  ever  had,  and  • 
founded  upon  the  most  antient  usag^  of  it; 
•  privilege  which  no  man  ever  doubted, 
none  of  the  people  ever  contested ;  I  say, 
to  confirm  that  by  act  of  parliament  which 
you  last  year  did  by  a  saving  clause  to  the 
person  of  the  member;  I  mean,  in  the  last 
Act  for  taking  away  the  privilege  of  the 
servants  of  members  for  arrest  of  debt, 
«nd  to  allow  all  other  suits  and  actions  to 
be  commenced  against  any  member  or  his 
aervants,  **  saving  that  nothing  in  that  Act 
contained  should  extend  to  the  person  of  a 
member,  but  that  be  should  be  protected 
from  such  arrest  ?"  Why  did  the  House 
give  up  this,  if,  as  they  say,  it  was  a  matter 
of  privilege  i  Where  was  the  necessity  of 
confirming  it  by  an  act  of  parliamept  ? 
Why  not,  if  your  privileses  were  lawful, 
daim  it  upon  the  ^ound  of  privilege  alone, 
and  refiise  the  assistance  of  legislative  au- 
thority, as  not  wanting  the  confirmation  of 
an  act  of  parliament?  For  my  own  part, 
I  am  utterly  against  our  having  any  privi- 
lege at  all,  but  what  is  given  us  by  the 
three  estates,  the  legislative  body,  an  au- 
thority from  which  we  ought  to  derive  our 
privilege  alone,  and  which  alone  are  suffi- 
cient to  give  it  us.  I  hesitate  not  to  say, 
that  we  are  not  a  criminal  court  of  judica- 
ture. There  are  other  courts  for  these 
purposes ;  they  are  the  courts  of  the  peo^ 
pie,  appointed  as  it  were  for  their  tribA* 
nal. 

•  It  may  be  said,  that  the  House  of  Com- 
mons cannot  exist,  and  that  it  cannot  go, 
on  with  business,  unless  it  can  punish  for 
contempt ;  or  unless  it  has  the  first  power 
here  claimed,  of  sending  for  persons,  pa- 

rrsrand  records :  you  may  perhaps  say, 
wQttld  be  absurd  to  imagine  we  had  a 


power  oif  sending  for  persons  to  carry  on 
the  business  of  the  House,  and  no  power 
to  compel  their  attendance.  To  tHJs  latter 
r answer,  the  courts  below  might  compel; 
but  the  whole  matter  of  privilege  I  would 
wish  to  see  confirm^  upon  the  noble  baiit 
of  an  act'  of  parliament.  Why  not  apply 
to  the  legislative  power,  the  ^ing,  Lords, 
and  Commons,  for  power  to  send  for  per* 
sons,  papers,  and  records  ?  and  whatever 
other  power  you  want,  put  it  into  the  Bill ; 
they  will  readily  give  it  you.  As  often  as 
you  want  fresh  powers,  so  often  apply  to 
the  three  estates.  Whatever  powers  are 
consistent  with  the  constitution,  and  D^ 
ceteary  to  construct  and  form  a  legal  House 
of  Commons,  vested  with  proper  autho- 
rity, they  will  not  refuse  to  give  yoo. 
These  powers  will  then  be  your  true  pri- 
vileges ;  the  people  will  then  never  con- 
test against  them ;  they  will  with  pleasure 
obey  you,  vested  with  such  lawful  autho- 
rity. Commons  of  Ei^Iand,  give  up  your 
assumed  privileges  into  the  hands  of  those 
for  whose  good  you  hold  them,  and  from 
whose  hands  you  ought  alone  to  have  re- 
ceived them  at  first.  ^  1  say,  give  them  up 
boldly,  and  receive  them  back  again 
stamped  with  the  dye  of  triple  authority. 
Commons,  no  more  contend  against  Y0u^ 
9elves ;  your  privileges  are  undefined,  un- 
ascertained, and  unlimited. 

Here  Mr.  Whitworth  happened  to  turn 
from  the  chair,  and  adft-Msed  himself  to 
the  House,  which  is  disorderly,  and  re- 
peated a  phrase  of  Latin,  *'  Misera  est 
servitus  ubi  jus  est  aut  vagum  aut  incog- 
nitum."  Upon  which  the  House  and  the 
Speaker  cried  out,  Chair!  Chair!  He 
then  addressed  himself  to  the  Chair,  and 
said,  in  very  good  humour,  that  had  he 
presumed  to  talk  Latin  to  the  Chair,  he 
should  have  thought  himself  disorderly. 
This  set  the  House  in  a  laugh. 

He  then  proceeded  and  said,  that  what 
the  House  had  done  with  regard  to  eras- 
ing 'out  the  minute  of  the  recognizance  of 
WUliam  Witham,  entered  in  the  lord 
mayor's  clerk's  book,  and  the  ordering  an 
entry  to  be  made  therein  that  no  further 
proceedings  should  be  had  or  carried  on 
relative  to  that  prosecution,,  were  two 
acts  of  the  House,  which,  says  he,  I  think 
are  the  most  extraordinary  I  ever  kneir, 
viz.  to  stop  the  course  of  legal  justice,  and 
the  proceeding  in  a  court  of  law. 

He  continued.  That  what  they  had  done 
was  totally  inefiectual  to^the  purpose  in- 
tended ;  for,  instead  of  putting  an  end  to 
the  proceedings,  resumed  be,  I  do  bdA 
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the  House,  from  good  aotho- 
ritj,  tlntt  the  rBcognbence  wiM  be  ra* 
tnroedialocean;  l£e  megistretv  k  bomid 
by  bis  oMh  to  to  do;  and  if  he  afaoold  not 
do  hit  dotj,  an  iDformadon  will  lie  against 
hia  in  the  court  of  King's-bench,  and  the 
proieciitor  for  the  assault  will  hare  his 
action  against  him,  if  he  does  not  return 
it.  Tten  I  would  advise  yen  to  give,  at 
kait,  a  caotion  to  yoor  messenaer  WiU 
liam  Fithani.  He  will  be  taken  up, 
broQg&t  before  the  court,  and  codiniitted. 
Wbm  is  your  auihority  then  I,  It  will  be 
It  the  sessHNis  or  assizes,  when  perhaps 
tfae  House  will  not  be  sittinff.  If  be  does 
fioc  conform  to  law,  he  wilfbe  outlawed; 
jou  and  your  privilege  will  be  outlawed; 
and  the  contempt  will  be  thrown  back 
Qpon  us:  and  I  dare  say  that  court  will 
iho,  m  return,  order  the  entry  you  made 
in  tbe  lord  mayor's  clerk's  book,  to  be 
erased  out,  as  the  proceediaffs  of  this 
HoQse.  So,  and  in  such  kind,  will  the 
hw  retani  you  like  for  like.  This  will 
be  a  fine  contest !  Where  will  be  the  dig- 
nity  of  yoor  proceedings,  and  the  honour 
of  this  House?  They  will  both  be  in  linbo. 
Tben,  Connnons,  exert  your  authority: 
go  and  keep  up  your  privilege  from  being 
beld  in  contempt.  Make  out  a  summons 
forWheble,  for  Thompson,  for  Miller, 
luid  Evans;  then  see  what  force  your 
warrant  to  apprehend  will  have :  you  will 
find  as  easily  another  magistrate  to  com- 
But;  and  so  toties  quoties  this  will  be  the 
case.  The  law  of  the  land  will  find,  as 
the  bydra  does  heads,  fresh  support ;  and, 
I  trust  in  God,  the  people  are  atronjg 
epoagb,  with  the  law  of  the  land  on  their 
^^t  to  withstand  anv  arbitrary  strides  of 
pririJege  made  into  their  rights. 

As  to  the  proclamation,  there  never 
vas  so  absurd  and  unlawful  an  instrument ; 
Bot  eren  stating  the  crime,  or  any  one  re* 
¥>i*ite  to  make  it  in  the  least  lej^.  For 
where  (as  in  the  privilege  of  the  House 
of  Commons)  law  is  not,  there  can  be  no 
<Ance  against  law.  Now  I  will  consider 
tbeenaine  of  the  record  in  the  minute 
^  of  &e  lord  mayor,  by  order  of  the 
House,  as  an  act  of  the  most  dangerous 
Kind,  and,  as  I  said,  totdly  inefiectual  to 
^  intended  purpose;   for  the  recog< 


^  ss  an  •^  honeal  man's  the  noMest  woi% 
of  God,"  by  doing  that  which,  aceordlng 
to  hia  judgment,  is  ameable  to  law,  he 
^  riways  pnwette  £it  ctaaraeier*  As 
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to  the  defect  of  the  warrant,  I  shall  not 
dwell  upon  that,  though  J.  Miller  sin^y 
is  not  anciently  descriptive  of  the  per« 
son;  so  that  another  man  is  as  liaUe  to 
be  taken  op  as  J.  Miller.  Are  these  pro* 
eeedhigs  likelv  to  put  a  stop  to  the  print- 
M  ofyour  debates,  the  offence  complained 
off  Mo^  they  ItiU  continue  to  do  that  which 
jrou  are  olended  at,  and  by  such  proceed* 
mgs  as  these  you  will  always  provoke  them  ' 
to  do  it.  The  honourable  gentleman  who 
brduglilthe  House  this  occasion  to  dncusa 
tbeir  privileges,  formerly  brought  to  your 
bar 'a  milkman  far  pastmg  up  against  a 
post  in  the  street  toe  speech  of  (Mivet 
CromwelL  I  wish  these  proceedings  maw 
not  produce  you  another  Oliver  Cromwell^ 
a  copy  of  the  last. 

Ah  honourable  and  learned  gentleman, 
the  other  night,  asked  how  the  magistratea 
would  treat  the  tipstaff  of  the  KingV 
bench  ?  Would  they  ooniaoit  him  i  I  an« 
swer  hinp,  that  a  compkint  of  any  person 
so  arrested  was  never  yet  made;  that 
when  it  shidl  be  made,  I  dare  say  they 
will,  as  by  their  charier  and  the  law  of 
the  land,  they  may  now  think  themselvei 
fully  authorised.  A  blot  is  no  blot  till  il 
is  fait ;  and  when  it  is  so,  it  stains  deep. 

An  hon.  member  on  the  bench  opposite 
me  asked.  How,  if  yon  hav«  no  power  to 
punish  for  contempt,  are  yon  to  impeach  a 
minister?  I  anawer ;  bj  an  address  to  the 
crown,  who  will  ordier  nim,  as  a  servant  of 
the  crown,  to  be  brought  to  yoUr  bar. 
But  if  the  hon.  gentleman  wil  bring  tbo 
Ihct,  I  wiU  lake  care  to  briiw  the  form. 

I  have  now  dene,  mid  shall  only  exprasa 
to  the  House  ay  great  ceoeem  for  the 
ceiKimial  distress  that  attends  this  eountry* 
It  seems  decreed  by  ftte  to  be  suftjeet  to 
nothing  but  distress  and  grief;  and  m  I 
naight  fawre  been  dUsevderly  in  not  tunaiog 
myself  to  the  Chair  when  I  spoke  a  soon 
tenee  of  Latin,  I  wiU  Gondude  $aA  cena- 
pliMenl  the  Chair  with  Greek : 

O  jutm,  IfMym  mmt9*  A^m^  r^^^  <<mm'* 

I  therefore  put  in  my  hearty  dissent  to 
this  question. 

The  House  difided.    The  Yeas  went 

^Kth. 

Tellers, 
f  Lord  Burghersh 
\Mr.  Gascoyno  - 

TIa«ii  f  Colonel  lennivga 

^**  iMr.  Whhworth 
80  it  was  resolv^  in  the  lAnnatrvew 
It  was  then  ordered,  on  the  notion  of 
Mr«  Enie,   •*  ThsU  a  Coounicieo  be  af* 
[Ml 
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pointed,  to  examine  into  the  several  fiicts 
and  circumstances  relative  to. the  late  ob- 
structions to  the  execution  of  the  orders 
of  this  House ;  and  to  consider  what  fur- 
ther proceedings  may  be  requisite  to  en- 
force a  due  obedience  thereto ;  and  that 
they  do  report,  their  proceedmgs,  together 
*  with  their  opinion,  from  time  to  time,  to 
the  House;''  for  which  a  ballot  was  or- 
dered on  the  following  day. 

March  28.  Mr.  Charles  Fox  complain« 
ed  to  the  House,  that  the  mob  in  Palace 
Yard  had  insulted  him,  breaking  the  glasses 
of  his  chariot,  and  pelting  him  with 
oranges,  stones^  &c.  He  said  this  was 
owing  to  the  manner  in  which  they  had 
been  attempted  to  be  dispersed  the  day 
before :  the  sheriffi,  and  gentlemen  who 
went  among  them  having  used  gentle 
methods  of  persuading  them  to  disperse, 
telling  them  that  what  they  did  would  hurt 
my  lord  mayor,  and  that  it  was  his  desire 
they  should  ^o  away;  and  that  they  ought 
to  have  used  compulsive  methods,  as  it 
was  evident  that  otner  means  would  only 
tempt  them  to  return  i^n  on  every  other 
occasion ;  that  this  was  verified  by  what 
had  happened  this  day,  he  not  only  having 
been  insufted,  but  even  the  King  going  to 
the  House  of  Lords. 

The  Sheriffs,  in  their  defence,  acknow- 
ledged that  they  had  used  lenient  methods 
to  persuade  the  mob  to  disperse ;  but  they 
haq  also  taken  other  precautions,  ordering 
an  additional  number  of  fiflyor  six^  con- 
stables, and  sendine  to  the  city  for  further 
assistance.  That  they  had  also  threatened 
tlie  people  with  the  laws.  That  on  those 
endeavours  they  had  in  a  great  measure 
dispersed,  as  was  apparent  by  the  House 
proceeding  to  business. 

Lord  NoHk  said,  he  thoueht  the  sheriflb 
had  acted  properly  in  what  thejr  had  done, 
and  should  have  no  objection  in  testifying 
It ;  but  at  present  the  House  had  another 
business  before  them.  He  therefore  moved 
for  the  order  of  the  day. 

As  the  conduct  of  the  sheriffs  had  in 
some  measure  been  arraigned,  it  seemed 
necessary  to  many  gentlemen,  that  they 
should  receive  the  approbation  of  the 
House ;  most  of  those  wno  spoke,  even  of 
the  ministry,  having  given  their  testimony 
accordingly ;  as,  if  the  afiair  dropped  here, 
it  would  appear  as  if  the  House  thought 
tome  censure  necessary.  General  Cop- 
way,  the  Advocate  of  Scotland,  and  several 
of  the  ministry  Joined  in  this;  but  the 
•ther  gentlemen  m  administration  opposed 


it,  because  it  did  not  appear  that  the  mob 
was  eflfectually  dispersed:  that  the  sherifi 
had  done  no  more  than  their  doty  in  at- 
tempting to  disperse  them;  and  that  their 
manner  of  doing  it  was  but  a  slight  com« 
pliroent  to  the  House.  On  the  question 
for  the  order  of  the  day  there  were  75 
against  SI. 

'  The  order  of  the  day  was  then  read  for 
the  House  to  ballot  for  the  Secret  Com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  Doiodestoell  opposed  it.  He  said, 
that  not  being  in  the  House  when  the  mo- 
tion was  made,  he  had  lost  an  opportunitT 
to  say  any  thing  against  it,  but  now  he 
was  utterly  against  it :  that  he  feared,  by 
the  methods  taken  in  nominating  ibis 
Committee,  that  some  extraordinary  step 
was  to  be  taken  by  it,  the  introduction  of 
some  new  measure,  which  at  the  late  time 
of  the  session  it  was  improper  to  bring  on, 
many  gentlemen  being  about  to  leave 
tov^n.  But  no  person  joining  in  oppoei* 
tion,  the  House  proceeded  to  the  order  of 
the  day. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  bal- 
lotmgfor  the  21  Secret  Committee.  Tbif 
was  done  by  every  member  dropping  into 
a  glass  urn,  a  list  of  21  gentlemen.  -The 
following  is  a  list  of  the  persons  chosen : 

The  Right  Hon.  Welbore  Ellis  -  125 

Mr.  Solicitor  General          -  -  125 

Mr.  Attorney  General          -  -  123 

Jeremiah  Dyson         -         -  -  118 

Rose  Fuller         -            -  -  118 

Right  Hon.  Sir  Gilbert  Elliot,  hart.  117 

Sir  Henry  Hoghton,  bart.       -  -  114 

Sir  William  Bagot,  bart.         -  -  114 

Right  Hon.  Hans  Stanley      -  -  112 

Sir  Thomas  Clavering,  bart.      -  -  111 

Robert  Henry  Ongley          -  -  111 

Tliomas  De  Grey              -  -  111 

Right  Hon.  Lord  John  Cavendish  107 

Rt.  Hon.  Lord  G.  Sackville  Germain  107 

The  Hon.  John  Yorke        -  -  107 

The  Hon.  Charles  Marsham  -  106 

The  Lord  Advocate  of  Scotland  105 

Dr.  William  Burrell            -  -  104 

John  BuUer  of  Exeter             -  -  102 

Sir  Ro^er  Newdigate,  bart.  -  101 

Frederick  Montagu  -  .99 

The  House  adjourned  on  account  of  the 
Easter  holidavs  to  Tuesday  the  9th  of 
April.  Mr.  Wilkes  had  been  ordered  to 
atteiyi  on  Monday  the  8th ;  but  by  thus 
adjourning  over  the  day,  that  order  was 
evaded. 

DcbaU  Ml  the  Budgei.']      April  10. 
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Lord  North  opened  bis  budget.     In  the^ 
course  of  his  speech  he  observed,  that  our 
dispute  with  Spain  had  been  concluded 
fery  much  to  our  advantage  and  honour ; 
that  it  had  been  dbputed  which  nation 
should  first  disarm ;  and  that,  as  Spain  had 
been  the  aggressor,  he  thought  it  reason- 
able that  she  should  pay  the  compliment. 
When  this  should  be  done,  he  said,  it 
would  Temain  to  be  considered,  how  we 
might  disarm,  so  as  to  keep  a  respectable 
force  00  the  one  hand,  and  act  consistently 
with  the  (Economy  necessary  to  the  esta- 
UisJuoeot  on  the  other.      He  observed, 
that  ve  had  then  51  ships  of  the  line,  54 
%ates  in  commission,  besides  190  tenders 
lod  iloops  in  pay  ;  and  said,  that  in  tiqae 
of  peace  he  thought  it  would  be  better  to 
pay  off  some  part  of  the  public  debt,  that, 
upoD  a  future  emergency,  they  might  be 
able  to  borrow  more  money,  without  the 
danger  of  making  the  load  too  heavy  to 
be  borne,  than  to  expend  any  sums  not 
absolotely  necessary  for  repairs  or  other 
purposes.      Upon  this  occasion  he  de* 
dared,  that  he  had  always  thought  the 
Tedoction  of  the  land-tax  to   3^ .  in  the 
poimd  a  bad  measure ;  but  said,  that,  in 
justice  to  the  landed  gentlemen,  who  had 
so  readily  concurred  in  the  present,  in- 
crease of  a  shilling,  he  would  promise  to 
moTe  for  its  being  taken  off  the  next  year, 
if,  before  that  time,  there  should  be  no 
nr,  and  he  should  then  be  in  power.    He 
observed,  that  the  annual  revenue    was 
five  millions,  with  which,  and  a  vote  of 
credit,  a  war  might  be  carried  on  one  year 
vithout  a  loan ;    and,  consequently,  that, 
in  time  of  peace,  this  sum  would  enable 
administration,  annually,  to  pay  off  a  con- 
siderable part  of  the  debt.      «<  Trade," 
said  be,   "  flourishes  in  all  parts  of  the 
idngdom;   the   American    disputes    are 
settled ;  and  there  is  nothing  to  interrupt 
the  peace  and  prosperity  of  the  nation,  but 
the  discontents  which  a  desperate  faction 
is  fomenting,  by  the  basest  falshoods,  and 
vith  the  most  iniquitous  views."     These, 
he  said,  would  naturally  subside :  every  day 
would  shew,  that  they  were  ill-grounded ; 
ft  little  firmness  in  the  ministry  being  all 
that  was  necessary,  to    give  the  good 
sense  of  the  people  time  to  discover,  who 
were  their  fnends,  and  who  their  enemies. 
Messrs.  Dowdeswell,  Burke,  Barr6,  and 
ConiwaU,  declaimed  against  him  with  great 
vdiemeoce;  and  took  their  revenge,  for  his 
^ge  against  them,  by  menaces  and  in- 
v^ve.    They  said,  that,  notwithstanding 
^  ^(MBss  of  the  ministry,  it  was  manifest 


the  peace  would  be  short;  and  that  the 
lottery,  was  an  iniquitous  project  to  bribe 
the  servants  of  the  pubLc  to  betray  their 
trust,  with  the  public  money,  as  it  would 
put  150,000^  into  the  pockets  of  the  sub* 
scribers,  whom  the  ministry  had  it  in  their 
power  to  select. 

April  1 1.  The  debate  was  resumed ;  and 
Mr.  Cornwall,  after  proving  the  gain  to 
subscribers,  and  observing  that  the  sub- 
scription was  not  to  be  public  but  private, 
or,  in  other  words,  that  none  were  to  be 
subscribers  but  those  whom  the  ministry 
were  desirous  to  corrupt,  said,  that  he 
hoped  the  members  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mens  would  be  excluded,  as  the  distribu- 
tion of  150,0002.  among  them,  without ithe^ 
restraint  of  a  place  which  made  a  new 
election  necessary,  might  produce  conse* 
quences  very  dangerous  to  the  public. 

Lord  North  replied,  that  he  would  not 
exclude  members  of  parliament  from  join- 
ing in  the  subscription;  and  that  it  was 
absurd,  in  the  highest  degree,  to  suppose 
that  any  member  would  sell  his  conscience 
or  his  country  for  a  sum,  which  he  might 
gain  by  subscribing  to  lottery-tickets. 

Mr.  CorrmaU  said,  that,  if  the  members 
of  the  House  were  to  be  admitted  as  sub- 
scribers, he  would  the  next  year  call  for 
an  enquiry  who  they  were  that  had  availed 
themselves  of  the  advantage,  that  such 
measures  might  be  prevented  for  the  fu- 
ture: •<  For," said  he,  "whatever  flourish 
may  be  made  about  the  integrity  of  iha 
members  of  this  House,  or  however  in- 
considerable the  advantage  of  subscription 
to  lottery-tickets  may  be  represented,  a 
minister,  who  has  it  in  his  power  to 
make  every  year  a  lottery  highlv  advan- 
tageous to  the  subscribers,  and  to  give 
members  of  this  House  500  tickets,  can 
certainly  bestow  what  is  equivalent  to  a 
pension,  held  during  pleasur^,^  for  the 
worst  purposes,  without  possibility  of  de- 
tection.'' 

Shoreham  Voters  incapacitating  BiU.ll 
April  11.  The  House  proceeded  upon 
the  Bill  for  incapacitating  the  Shoreham 
voters.  A  diversity  of  opinions  immedi- 
ately arose.  The  preamble  of  the  Bill  set 
forth,  that  such  men  were  members  of  a 
dub,  called '  The  Christian  Club.'  This 
was  alledged  to  be  no  speci6c  charge 
against  them;  that  at  least  the  pre- 
amble should  set  forth  the  intentions 
and  tendency  of  that  club ;  that  if  this 
club  had  been  instituted  solely  with  a  view 
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of  sdbg  the  borough,  it  ought  to  he 
proved  that  they  hid  dooe  ao ;  that 
this  was  a  bill  of  i^ns  and  peoaltiM,  aad 
tbecefore  strict  proof  ought  to  be  bad  of 
the  crime,  and  that  k  was  a  crine  of  thai 
nature  that  eould  be  punished  no  where 
else :  this  party  wished  to  put  it  off  for 
two  months. 

Some  were  of  opinion*  that  the  charge 
in  the  preamble  was  auScient,  it  being 
that  of  a  con^iracy  against  the  constitu- 
tion, and  of  the  most  dangerous  kind,  as 
BMsked  in  such  a  manner  as  screened  them 
^om  punishment  at  common  law ;  that  if 
vothii^  was  done  against  thenii»  it  would 
be  ruimng  the  credit  of  the  late  eiection 
actt  as  It  wotild  appear  to  establish  bribery 
by  act  of  parliament;  for  if  the  committee 
hy  whom  the  cause  was  tried,  only  inform 
the  House  of  the  Ihcts ;  and  if  tkd  House 
did  not  punish  on  such  information,  re- 
turning officers  and  electors  would  see 
they  had  nothing  to  fear,  and  be  more 
open  in  their  future  deeds. 

Others  were  of  opinion,  that  the  pre* 
aasble  was  defective,  though  the  BUI 
ought  to  be  gone  on  with,  and  therefore 
moved  to  proo^d  in  it  on  Wednesday  next. 
The  House  divided :  the  Yeas  went  forth. 
Tellers. 

{« 
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So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirasative. 

April  17.  Counsel  were  heard  against 
the  Bill  for  incapacitating  the  Christian 
Club  at  Shoreham.  It  was  alledged 
against  the  Bill,  that  bills  of  pains  and  pe- 
nalties, beinff  an  innovation  on  the  law  of 
the  land»  and  not  including  every  person, 
ought  never  to  be  passed  but  on  the  most 
essential  pbints,  when  the  necessity  was 
urgent,  the  danger  great,  or  the  cause  of 
the  utmost  importance ;  that  the  charge 
in  the  preamble  contained  no  more  than 
a  misdemeanor,  which,  if  it  could  be 
proved,  was  puaishable  by  the  law  as  k 
now  atends ;  that  the  House  thought  ao 
when  they  addressed  the  King  to  prose- 
cute these  men,  but  that  for  want  of  evi- 
dence those  prosecutions  had  been  sto^ 
ped ;  that  the  want  of  evidence  was  a  bad 
reason  for  the  H«Mise  to  proceed  against 
them;  that  no  bribery  whatever  had  been 
proved  on  those  men  at  the  Uat  ekcyon. 

On  the  contrary,  ia  was  urged,  that  the 
nature  of  this  society  mvle  M  ^ificult  lo 
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get  proper  etidenee  againat  them;  tbat 
there  was  a  manifest  coospiracv  a^ainit 
the  conatitutioo  by  thoae  men ;  that  if  the 
Houae  did  not  proceed  against  them,,  it 
would  throw  a  alar  on  Mr.  Grenville's 
Election  Bill,  and  make  it  almost  impos- 
sible to  punish  for  conspiracies  of  this  na- 
tura,  as  they  would  say,  *  we  can  oaly, 
on  a  petition,  loee  the  election,  but  they 
can  do  nothing  to  us  for  our  corruptioa ; 
the  committee  cannot  punish  us :'  tbat  si 
the  evidence  did  not  brine  it  quite  home 
to  the  persona  accused,  that  part  of  the 
Bill  ahould  be  dropped,  and  only  the  add* 
ing  a  diatrict  of  the  county  to  the  borough 
should  be  attempted,  which  would  be 
alight  puniahment  on  the  borough,  and  set 
a  proper  example  to  deter  others  from 
such  manifest  corruption. — ^It  was  carried 
to  commit  the  Bill. 

April  19.  The  Houae  went  into  a  com* 
nittee  on  the  Shoreham  BilL  They 
amended  the  Bill  by  lenviw  out  the  dii- 
qnalifying  the  membera  or  the  Christiso 
dub,  and  giving  all  the  freeholders  of 
forty  shillings  a  year  within  the  rape  or 
hundred  of  Bramber,  in  which  Shorehan 
ia  aituated,  a  right  to  vote. 

April  £4.  The  Shofeham  BiU  wss 
moved  to  be  re-committed.  The  reason 
given  waa,  that  the  namea  of  those  who 
composed  the  Christian  club  were  left  out; 
that  the  preamble  of  the  Bill  aaserted, 
*  that  there  was  a  wicked  and  corrupt  so* 
eiety,'  d^c.  now,  if  proof  of  that  society, 
and  their  intentions,  was  made,  it  must 
have  been  brou^t  home  to  those  who 
compose  the  society ;  that  therefore  those 
men  ought  to  be  puniahed  by  disfrancnise" 
ment,  &c. 

In  opposition  to  this  it  was  urged,  that 
at  the  second  reading  the  friends  of  tha 
Bill  had  been  ao  clear  in  their  opinion, 
that  the  evidence  waa  not  auflident,  tbst 
they  had  declared  their  instructions  to 
leave  them  out  of  the  question ;  and  only 
bslanee  their  votes  by  an  admissien  o* 
others:  tbat  in  the  House,  this  question 
had  been  signified  to  the  counsel  for  the 
Shoreham  men,  who  were  given  to  under* 
stand,  that  they  might  so  home  about  tbcir 
bosincaa,  which  diqr  had  donet  that  il 
waaild  be  the  higheat  injuatice  to  put  them 
agam  into  the  Bill,  without  giving  then 
an  opportunity  to  be  heard  againat  tha 
Bill,  which  would  new  be  Impoaiible. 

However  the  majority  of  votes,  M  tf 
1^  determined  t^  AouUte  umM^ 
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Mr.  Pyxon  opposed  this  in  a  long  and 
forcible  speech  ;  he  shewed  how  very  re- 
pugnaot  It  was  to  justice  to  coodemn  men 
UDbeard ;  cited  the  former  precedents  in 
caaes  of  bills  of  pains  and  penalties ;  shew- 
ed that  the  accused  had  been  opposed  by 
counsel  against  their  opening  the  whole  of 
the  erideQce  on  which  thej^  might  plead 
to:  that  on  any  alteration  in  the  charge, 
fre«h  time  was  given  to  the  accused  to 
nakehu  defence  ;  in  the  present  case  the 
accused  had  been  put  off  their  guard,  and 
fieoihome.  He  also  pressed  m  the  other 
argumenta  formerlv  used  in  this  question, 
ud  was  answered  m  the  same  manner. 
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Mr.  C.  Fox  said,  the  Bill  before  the 
ke  alteration  of  bringing  back  the  names 
sf  the  Sboreham  men  was  ridicaloua :  It 
was  now  wicked :  that  the  opposkaon  be 
should  ouke  to  it  in  its  present  fono,  w«a 
therefore  on  the  stronger  ground. 

Colonel  Jennings  also  gave  reasons 
against  it,  from  the  nature  of  a  biD  of  pains 

aod  penalties. 

The  qoestioa  bekig  put,  tfliat  the  saad 
Aaeadmeats  be  sow  read  a  second  tine ; 
the  House  divided.    Tlie  Noes  went  forth.  ^ 

Tellers. 

fLord  J.  Cavendish 

^Mr.  Montagu   -    • 

TMr.  Charles  Fox  . 

[Sir  CecU  Wray 
80  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 
udthe  said  Amendmenta  were  accord- 
iDf  It  read  a  aeoond  time,  and  agreed  to 
by  the  House.  The  Bill  was  afterwards 
pitted. 

Eatt  India  RecruOing  Bill.']  A»r9  12. 
The  Older  of  the  day  being  raad,  tor  the 
Hoow  to  reaolwe  itaelf  into  a  connittee 
ofKA  the  BiH  for  the  more  eflbctually 
ning  a  MiUtaiy  Force,  for  the  protec- 
^of  Uie  settleaeota and  peaseaaiOBa  of 
^  East  India  CoiayoDy, 
^General  Borgoyse,  col.  Barr6,  Mesors. 
we,  ftc.  oppoMd  the  Speaker's  leaving 
the  Chair,  alli^ng  that  the  Bill  would  iaa- 
P^the  secraitiiig  of  the  army,  aaoien 
^d  natorally  enlist  with  those  who  of- 
'^  kesk  terms :  that  it  was  luconatitu- 
^t  as  giviog  an  additiopal  number  of 
^^^  to  the  land  aervioe ;  by  sabjecting 
tkemiUioans  to  the  eKpence  of  quarleiw 
If  UdsoQipi)  by  brinpng  ever  a  Oer^ 


force  te^  act  here,  cMmtmry  to  the  Act 
of  Settlement;  a  iroaii>er  of  Irish  Catfao- 
lies  ttlao,  against  tiM  law  of  the  land ;  tfiat 
those  forces  were  improper,  especially  the 
Grenaans,  who  were  always  r^y  to  jmia 
any  ibroe  tiaet  was  uppermost ;  and  tliat 
the  beating  up  for  Irish  Catholics  would 
raise  a  persecution  immediaiely  among 
those  foor  people. 

The  chief  argiunents  in  its  iiivour  were, 
the  putting  an  end  to  the  in&mous  system 
at  present  followed  of  loclcing-up  housea, 
where  men  were  decoyed  and  detained 
contrary  to  law ;  the  necessity  of  recruit- 
ing the  East  India  Company's  forces  in 
Bengal,  from  the  great  consequence  that 
settlement  is  of  to  the  nation ;  and  that 
the  faith  of  tlie  nation  waa  engaged  to 
pass  some  Act  to  eospower  them  to  raise 
some  men..^Carried  to  proceed  by  7S 
to  40. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a 
committee. 

Mr.  Dempster  observed,  that  a  Bill  of 
an  infinitely  better  mode  than  the  prespnl 
one,  and  not  liable  to  its  inconveniency, 
had  been  proposed  last  year;  that  he 
should  wish  to  frame  the  present  Bill  in 
such  a  manner  as  to  coincide  with  that^^ 
and  therefore  should  call  evidence  to 
prove  the  impropriety  of  the  present  one. 

General  Smith  waa  then  called,  who 
tdd  the  Houae,  that  the  European  araay 
in  Bengal,  consisting  of  about  SfiOO  men, 
was,  in  1769,  when  he  left  India,  in  veiy 
good  discii^ine,  conaidering  the  sort  of 
men,  who  being  chiefly  raised  about  Leo* 
don,  were  the  riff-raff  of  the  people, 
chi^y  boys  under  17,  or  old  men  above 
40  or  60  years  old,  aad  fitter  at  their  ar* 
rival  in  India  to  fill  the  hospitals  than  the 
ranks.  That  the  Seapoys  were  alosost  too 
good.  Tha^  when  the  Company  send  out 
Uioae  recroita  in  their  common  numbers, 
nansely,  100  in  a  ship,  they  lost  perhaps 
one  to  five  in  their  passage ;  but  when 
crowded,  perhaps  to  tne  number  (rf  900  in 
one  ship,  they  lost  from  100  to  350  to 
their  passage;  that  in  general  one-tenth 
of  4he  European  soldiers  were  in  the  boa* 
pitala  fitmi  toe  iaoienency  of  the  climate, 
whadi  waa  each,  that  for  eight  months  m 
the  year,  no  fii^Ush  aoldier  was  aUowedto 
aland  centry  from  nine  in  the  morning  to 
five  in  the  afkemoon ;  that  when  the  €^e 
yearsfor  which  then:  men  were  enlisted  was 
eapired,  they haid  theirdiscbarffe,  and  were 
seat  to  Europe  if  they  desired  it,  by  the 
Conpaoy,  bat  aa  gencvd  they  enlisted 
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again;  that  German  aoldien  were,  in  his 
opinion,  venr  improper  to  be  sent  there, 
as,  being  soldiers  of  fortune,  they  were  al- 
ways ready  to  desert  to  the  enemy,  espe- 
cially if  things  did  not  bear  a  gooo  aspect ; 
that  the  Engluh  soldiers  did  not  a^ee 
well  with  foreign  ones ;  that  in  India  it 
was  necessary  to  have  a  body  of  men  on 
whom  they  might  depend  to  keep  the  Sea- 
poys  in  order,  which  the  Germans  were 
not  proper  to  do,  as  they  were  themselves 
not  to  be  depended  on ;  that  the  bad  con* 
seqi^ences  or  their  desertion  he  had  seen 
fatal  effects  from,  as  he  had  seen  in  the 
Vizir's  army  as  good  a  train  of  artilleny  as 
he  could  have  done  at  Woolwich,  and  13 
battalions  of  Seapoys  nearly  as  well  disci- 
plined as  ours,  with  as  good  firelocks  as 
ours  made  in  the  country ;  that  the  Indian 

Srinces  offered  2f.  6d.  a  day  to  European 
eserters,  and  therefore  he  thought  it 
highly  improper  to  send  those  men  who 
would  desert. 

April  15.  The  House  resolved  itself 
into  a  committee  on  the  East  India  Bill. 

The  first  amendment  proposed  was  to 
leave  out  the  whole  of  the  Bill,  and  intro- 
duce in  its  stead  that  of  last  year.  The 
principal  difference  between  the  two  was, 
that  tne  last  year's  Bill  only  directed  the 
recruiting,  but  the  men  to  be  without  arms 
whilst  they  remained  in  Britain.  This 
would  have  obviated  a  number  of  objec- 
tions to  the  Bill  of  this  year ;  but  on  a  di- 
vision was  rejected,  71  to  29. 

The  next  amendment  proposed  was, 
that  the  regiment  should  not  be  quar- 
tered in  Britain;  the  principal  reasons 
for  this  were,  that  as  this  regiment 
would  have  greater  pay  than  the  other 
forces,  it  would  cause  a  jealousy  be- 
tween the  services,  and  probably  occasion 
mutiny,  and  petitions  from  the  army  to 
have  their  pay  advanced :  that  it  would  be 
a  tax  on  the  publicans  to  billet  these  men, 
which  would  be  a  grievance  and  expence, 
for  which  they  would  not  receive  an  ade- 
quate advantage. 

The  answer  was,  that  care  should  be 
taken  not  to  pay  them,  whilst  in  Britain, 
more  than  the  foot  soldiers  had :  that  the 
islands  were  improper  on  many  accounts 
for  their  reception  (as  Jersey,  Guernsey, 
or  the  Isle  of  Man) ;  first,  as  not  capable 
of  supplying  them  with  provisions;  se- 
condly, as  being  out  of  the  track  of  the 
East  India  ships,  which  would  put  them 
to  great  inconveniences  by  delaying  their 
voyage  out  pf  tht  Cbannel ;  thirdly,  asim- 


proper  to  trust  them  in  the  islands  so  near 
the  French  coast,  and  where  barracks  must 
be  built  before  they  could  be  sent  there. 
Tliis  amendment  was  therefore  rejected. 

The  next  great  objection  was,  to  raising 
them  by  beat  of  drum :  as  the  East  India 
Company  could  offer  so  much  greater 
premiums  for  men  than  the  armjr  could, 
it  would  prevent  the  army  recruiting  ser- 
vice. 

To  this  it  was  answered,  that  if  you  con- 
sent to  raise  the  men,  it  does  not  sigDify 
whether  by  beat  of  drum,  or  any  other  in- 
strument ;  that  it  was  the  additional  ad- 
vantages men  would  get  id  that  service 
that  would  induce  them  to  enlist  in  it,  and 
not  the  instrument  by  which  the  men  were 
called  together:  it  was  therefore  carried 
in  the  affirmative. 

It  was  then  objected  to  the  German 
Protestants,  for  the  reasons  general  Smith 
had  eiven.  The  friends  to  the  Bill  gare 
up  that  point,  and  the  Germans  were 
struck  out 

The  Irish  Catholics,  which  were  pre 
posed  out  of  the  1600  men  to  be  600,  were 
next  objected  to  by  the  friends  of  the  Bill 
The  danger  was  urged  of  men  who,  in 
India,  would  have  frequent  occasions  to 
desert;  that  Portuguese  Catholic  priests 
swarm  in  Uie  Indies,  who  might  lead  them 
as  they  pleased ;  that  of  the  men  raised  ia 
Englana  a  great  part  of  them  would  be 
Irish  Catholics,  and  if  added  to  the  600 
proposed,  the  greatest  part  of  the  regiment 
would  be  so,  which  was  by  no  means  pro- 
per to  trust  to. 

In  answer  it  was  said,  that  a  ^reat  part 
of  the  foot  regiments  at  present  in  Ireland 
consisted  of  Catholics;  that  they  were 
good  soldiers,  had  always  in  the  late  war 
behaved  well,  particularly  at  Qaebec, 
when  one  of  the  regiments  (lord  Towns- 
hend's)  was  almost  entirely  Catholics: 
they  were  such  good  men  in  service,  that 
general  Wolfe '  charged  at  the  head  of 
Uiem ;  that  it  would  be  good  policy  to 
raise  men  in  the  southern  provinces  of  Ire- 
land, as  it  would  in  some  d^ree  weaken 
the  Catholic  interest  there.  On  the  whole 
it  was  settled,  that  ^hey  should  be  raised 
in  Great  Britain,  where  his  Majesty  should 
direct. 

The  Bill  then  passed  the  Committee. 

April  23.  The  third  reading  of  the 
Bill  was  opposed  for  the  reasons  before 
eiven.  It  was  Ulso  urged,  that  a  souadron 
had  sailed  to  the  F^st  Jndies,  with  2,500 
men  on  board,  who  had  orden  to  assiit 
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the  Company  when  wanted ;  that  therefore 
there  could  be  no  immediate  occasion  to 
psss  this  Bill :  that  the  Bill  had  grown 
worse  in  the  committee  by  the  exclusion 
of  Germaos,  and  Irish  Catholics;  by 
which,  instead  of  1000  Englishmen,  as  first 
propoNd,  they  now  would  have  the  power 
to  raise  annually  1600.  .  To  this  it  was 
answered,  that  it  was  true  they  did  not 
want  meo  at  present,  but  this  Bill  was  to 
enable  them  to  raise  men  for  another 
year;  that  the  evidence  had  proved  how 
improper  it  was  to  send  Germans  or  Ca- 
tholics, and  therefore  they  had  been  left 
out  by  the  committee. 

Hie  House  divided.     The  Noes  went 
forth. 

Tellers. 
fMr.  Pulteney    -    - 


Y»Ao(Mr.Fu]teney    -    -     ->  ^g 

^  }  Sir  George  Colebrooke  J  *^ 

'  "  7 

»wns-  V  45 


r  Colonel  Burgoyne    - 
>^OEsjMr.    Thomas  Towns- 

i  hend,  jun. 
And  the  numbers  being  equal,  Mr* 
Speaker  said,  that  he  could  have  no  doubt 
in  his  mind  how  to  decide  it ;  that  he 
thought  the  present  most  infamous  me- 
thods of  getting  men  ought  to  be  got  rid 
of  by  any  means,  and  therefore  decided  in 
favour  of  the  Bill.  The  Bill  was  then 
'^  a  third  time;  and  several  members 
having  come  in,  the  qaestion  bein|^  put 
that  the  Bill  do  pass :  the  House  divided. 
TheYeas  went  forth. 

Tellers. 


YzAs  i*^®  ^^'■^  ^^  Catherlough") 
iMr.  Sulivan     -     -     -     .| 
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NoEsHK^T^^^'^^''*     ■   "V 
I  Colonel  Burgoyne    -     -J 

^  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

Motion  respecting  the  Lottery.] 
April  23.  Mr.  Seymour  observed,  that  in 
tte  lottery  of  1769,  20,000  tickets  had 
heen  disposed  of  to  members  of  parliament, 
^hich  Bold  for  near  2/.  premium  each: 
uiat  this  gave  an  opportunity  to  adminis- 
^tion  to  bribe  the  House  at  a  small  ex- 
P^ce  to  government;  and  that  as  the 
f*u  was  recent,  it  was  necessary  to  nip  it 
^  Its  bad.  He  therefore  moved,  "  That 
l^ebelaid  before  this  House,  a  list  of 
^  persons  who  have  subscribed  to  the 
^^^  of  the  present  year,  with  the  num- 
^  of  tickets  for  which  each  person  has 
»*icribed." 

It  was  urged  that  the  listo  of  1769  and 
^'<0,  beiog  now  before  the  House,  there 


could  be  no  reason  why  the  present  list 
should  be  refused,  unless  it  was  that  tlie 
ministry  did  not  choose  the  House  should 
know  the  extent  of  the  evil,  which  it  was 
highly  incumbent  on  parliament  to  cq* 
quire  into. 

Lord  North  opposed  this,  observing, 
that  he  did  not  think  it  any  sort  of  bias  on 
the  mind  of  members  of  parliament  to  be 
suffered  to  adventure  in  a  lottery  where 
there  might  be  a  loss  as  well  as  a  gain ;  that 
he  made  the.  best  bargain  he  could  for  the 
public ;  and  that  he  thought  it  a  merit  in 
any  of  the  friends  of  administration,  who 
should  assist  government  in  the  execution 
of  it,  by  subscribing  for  tickets ;  that  the 
payments  not  being  made,  it  was  too  soon 
to  call  for  his  list. 

Col.  Jennings  observed,  that  the  minis- 
ter, by  refusing  the  list,  had  used  his 
friends  ill;  that. if  they  had  acted  from 
public  spirit  in  subscribing,  their  names 
ought  not  to  be  withheld  from  the  public,* 
that  they  might  receive  the  approbation 
they  deserved. 

The  House  divided.  Tlie  Yeas  went 
forth. 

Tellers. 
lEAs^^j^^  Seymour    -    - 

XTy^^o  C  Mr.  Onslow    -    -    - 

^^^*  J  Mr.  Robinson      -    . 

'  So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 


2-59 
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Petition  from  W.  Alien,  the  Father  of 
the  young  Man  murdered  during  the  Riots 
in  St.  George's  Fields.^  April  25.  Mr. 
Serjeant  Glynn  produced  a  Petition  from 
Mr.  Allen,  the  father  of  him  who  was  mur- 
dered in  St.  George's  Fields,  which  be 
moved  for  leave  to  bring  up.  The  peti- 
tion set  forth,  <<  That  his  son  being  killed 
by  three  soldiers,  he  attempted  to  prosecute 
the  murderers;  that  Maclean,  one  of  them, 
had  been  at  first  fixed  on  as  the  person 
who  fired  the  gun;  that  he  had  at  first 
confessed  his  piece  went  off  at  half-cock ; 
that  he  continued  in  this  story  to  the  trial; 
at  which  he  altered  his  defence,  and  proved 
that  by  this  manoeuvre  he  had  given  time 
for  the  man  who  really  had  killed  his  son  ^ 
to  get  a  furlough  to  go  ofi;  That  the  letter 
of  lord  Weymouth,  some  time  before  the 
accident,  had  excited  the  justices  to  em- 
ploy soldiers,  and  the  soldiers  to  proceed 
as  they  had  done ;  that  lord  Barrington 
had  in  a  letter  thanked  them  in  his  Ma- 
jesty's name  for  their  good  behaviour  and 
alacrity  on  that  occasion,  and  promised  ^ 
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Hiem  support ;  UiMt  the^  received  not  only 
the  support  of  the  crovm  lawjers  at  the 
trial,  but  a  large  gratuity  in  mOney  for 
their  alertness ;  that  the  soldier  who  had 
killed  his  son  was  kept  in  Seotland,  though 
he  had  applied  to  the  crown  oAeersto 
assist  him  in  justice;  dkat  he  had  also 
petitioned  the  King  for  jostice,  but  no 
notice  whatever  was  taken  eChis  petition ; 
tfiat  hearing  it  said  the  House  of  Com* 
mens  had  justified  these  measures,  he  had 
been  advised  to  make  his  appfioation  to 
Ihe  House»  praying  such  rdief  as  the 
House  thought  proper/*     ' 

Lord  North  opposed  the  petition  being 
brought  up.  He  dbserved,  that  two  years 
ago  a  motion  of  the  same  nature  had  been 
made  to  enquire  into  the  afialr  of  St. 
Geoi^e's  FleldS)  and  lord  Barrington  had 
justilMhimself  fully  in  the,opmion  of  every 
member,  except  about  59;*  that  there 
were  no  new  allegations  In  the  petition, 
except  those  fully  known  before;  and 
therefore  It  would  be  needRess  to  receive 
it,  especially  as  the  House  could  give  no 
i^iefto  Allen. 

Sir  G.  Savile  spoke  with  great  energy. 
He  urged  the  necessity  of  the  House  re- 
ceiving a  petition  from  one  of  their  con- 
stitaents,  wtio  thinking  himself  aggrieved 
by  the  ministers,  had  applied  to  the  only 
power  who  could  call  them  to  account; 
that  this  petition  came  with  greater  pro- 
priety from  a  father,  as  he  complained  of 
the  loss  of  a  son,  for  which  loss  he  was  pre- 
vented by  power  from  payine  his  last  duty. 

Mr.  Burke  spoke  inimftimly  well.  lie 
expotiated  much  on  the  accusation  in  it 
against  lord  Barrington ;  commented  on 
the  particular  part  ofbis  letter,  and  shewed 
the  necessity  of  a  parliameotairy  enquiry. 

Lord  'Barrington  defended  faimaetf 
against  meet  part  of  the  accusation ;  dcs 
scribed  the  mobe  which  had  existed  for 
some  ifB\e  before  the  lOtb  of  May,  and 
the  necessttv  of  assisting  the  civil  ma^- 
traie  to  quell  them ;  that  the  imprisonmg 
three  of  them  fer  executing  the  ordetv  of 
their  officer,  made  it  necessary  to  acquaint 
the  rest,  that  they  should  be  supported 
in  their  duty  by  admmistration,  to  prevent 
mutinv  or  disobedience  firom  them,  and 
eapeeialty  at  a  time  when  hand  bills  had 
been  circulated  among  them,  to  diesutade 
them  from  their  duty.  He.  shewed  Htat 
eighteen  of  them  had  been  wounded,  a 
gratuity  of  II.  Is.  each  had  been  civen  to 
imaae  men»  and  thirty  guineas  to  Madean, 
— ~'^^— -*'^^^^— •  -  -  —  -  —  —  -  t  I- 
^  See  vol.  16,  p.  e03. 


who  had  lain  six  months  in  prison,  at  a 
reconipence  for  his  sufferings,  on  his  ac- 
quittal, which  would  be  considered  in  no 
other  light  than  as  a  justice  to  them,  wbid 
they  highly  merited.  He  denied  that  the 
soldier  had  any  furlough  to  ^  from  the 
regiment ;  concluding  him  mnocent  d 
murder  (his,  piece  bavioff  gone  off  bj  ac- 
cident) he  did  not  on  £at  account  taka 
any  steps  Xo  have  him  apprehended,  bstaf; 
unwilling  to  expose  him  to  a  trial  in  those 
tines  ofparty  rage. 

The  House  divided.    The  Yeas  went 
forth. 

Tellers. 

V-  *  -  «  Sir  William  Meredith  -  i    ^. 

^*^MMr.Ald.Town8end     -$    ^* 

So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

Debate  on  Mr.  Sarvbrreke^s  Motion  fir 
shortening  the  Duration  ofParUameidi**] 

Alderman  Sawbridge  rose  and  said: 

Mr.  Speaker;  I  have  long  waited 
in  hopes  of  seeing  a  more  able  persoo 
undertake  to  move  the  question,  which  I 
am  now  going  to  propose ;  but,  finding 
myself  disapphoinled,  I  am  determined  to 
do  all  the  justice  in  my  power  to  ao  impor- 
tant a  sub)ect«  And,  not  to  detain  yoa 
with  a  tedious  exordium,  the  subject  is  the 
Duration  of  Parliament,  of  which  the  peo- 
ple universally  complsfin.  Long  parlia- 
ments were  always  deemed  innovations  of 
the  constitution,  and,  notwithstanding  the 
preamble  of  the  Septennial  Act,  it  was 
thought  a  heavy  grievance  bv  the  nation. 
Nor  IS  this  circumstance  wonaerfal.  Fre- 
quent, or  annual  parKaments^  were  de- 
clared fundamental  in  the  reigns  (» 
Edward  the  Srd,  and  Charles  the  2d<1; 
and  by  the  Bill  of  Rights,  which,  one 
would  nave  thought,  no  parliament  had  a 
risht  to  reverse,  any  more  than  Magi^t 
Charta,  they  are  not  to  be  disconthwed 
above  three  years.  Formerly  this  precaa' 
tion  was  extremely  necessary;  becausethe 
standing  revenue  of  the  crown  enabled  if 
to  manage  the  government  without  their 
assistance ;  and  if  they  never  met,  pj^ 
anoes  wouhl  never  lie  redressed.  The 
crown,  depending  on  the  annual  graota  ol 
parliament,  is  ready  enough  to  call  us  to- 
gether, and,  instead  of  dissolving  ua  at  tbi 
end  of  the  year,  would  wish  to  see  us  as^ 

*  Frota  the  Pofilieal  Register. 
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KuUed  ftr  CireD^  yetn.  Hence  the 
complimii  of  Che  people  nin  now  in  a 
ouite  dflferant  channel.  They  do  not»  as 
fomerijr)  ezdaim  thai  parhamenU  are  not 
befd,  but  that  they  are  h^ld  too  long. 
And  why  do  they  exchum  ?  Because  Uiey 
find  that  pailianients  become  more  and 
more  eipeoflive  the  more  their  duration  is 
lengthened.  The  leason  it  evident  As 
mttcn  Doir  stand,  a  seat  in  parliament 
BttybecooAidered  as  an  annolty  determi- 
nUetttheend  of  a  certain  number  of 
yon.  Now  a  grant  determinable  in 
three  rears  is  not  so  valuable  as  the  same 
extended  to  seven.  Therefore,  by  a  pa«. 
litfof  reasoning,  a  seat  for  seven  years  is 
preferable  to  a  seat  for  three,  in  the  pro- 
portioD  of  seven  to  three;  and  septennial 
pnriiameDts  must  in  expence  to^the  people 
bear  the  same  ratio  to  trieniual  parlia- 
meots.  It  was  imagined  that  the  act 
against  bribery  and  corruption  would  ren- 
der the  GODstituents  upright  and  honest  in 
their  choice.  But  some  late  examples 
chev  that  this  notion  was  ill-founded,  or 
at  least  that  it  will  not  hold  in  all  cases. 
Since  then  neither  duty,  nor  the  solemni- 
ties of  religion,  will  prevent  corruption  in' 
the  constituents,  how  can  we  expect  a 
higher  strain  of  virtue  in  the  representa- 
tives, who  are  only  bound  by  the  former 
of  these  ties  ?  It  is  a  melancholy,  but  true 
positioo,  that  the  elected  are  at  least  as 
corrupt  as  the  electors.  With  the  former 
the  evil  begins.  *  Hinc  mihi  prima  mala 
labes.'  What  is  the  remedy  ?  Short  par- 
liaments. 

Sir,  the  ostensible  reason  for  passine  the 
Septennial  Bill  was  the  danger,  to  which  a 
triennial  parliament  might  expose  the  Ua- 
no?erian  succession.  The  excuse  is 'not 
▼ery  honourable  for  the  reigning  &mily. 
It  is  no  feather  in  its  cap  that  it  was  sup- 
ported by  a  sacrifice  of  the  ancient  con- 
■titotion.  But  let  us  suppose  a  thing  not 
very  probable ;  let  us  suppose  that  the 
people  were  so  perverse  as  to  render  this 
tteasure  necessary  for  their  good ;  yet 
still  the  Septennial  Act  ought  to  be  re- 
pealed, because  that  reason  no  longer 
e«i«ts.  The  people  throughout  the  whole 
aspire  are  sufficiently  attached  to  the 
.  House  of  Hanover.  If  they  were  not,  I 
^  aure  some  late  transactions  would  have 
heen  attended  with  dreadful  consequences. 
Happily  for  us  all  their  love  to  the  sove- 
reign exceeded  their  hatred  to  his  minis- 
^n;  and  we  are  still  in  a  state  of  tran- 
quility. U  ia  our  business,  by  taking 
every  just  precaution,  to  secure  the  conti- 
[V0L.XV1I.] 


nuance  of  so  much  fdictty.  But  how  isr 
this  to  be  eifected?  By  unaoing  a  despe- 
rate expedient,  to  which  oaf.  ancestors 
had  recourse  in  the  precipitation  of  fear, 
and  which,  if  not  timely  remedied,  may 
prove  destructive  to  the  object  that  it  wu 
mtended  to  secure. 

.  I  have  shewn  that  the  people  have  a 
rights  to  frequent  new  parliaments  by 
ancient  usage;  and  that  this  usage  baa 
been. confirmed  by  several  laws,  progres- 
sively enacted,  as  occasion  required.  Till 
the  reign  of  Henry  the  8th,  parliaments 
were  annual,  and  never  more  than  trien- 
nial.  In  order  to  satisfy  his  lust  and  arbi- 
trary wiU,  this  brutal  tyrant  trampled  on 
the  laws  of  God  and  man,  and  introduced 
the  practice  of  Jong  parliaments,  as  he 
knew  they  would  always  prove  subser- 
vient to  nis  passions.  Charles  the  1st 
neglected  to  call  frequent  parliaments, 
and  this  wrought  up  the  people  to  such  a 
degree  of  fury,  that  they  saw  without  jea- 
lousy the  Commons  assume  an  indepen- 
dent authority,  which  subyerted  the  con- 
stitution, ana  brought  the  king  to  a  tra- 
gical end.  Charles  the  2od  Cfuled  a  par- 
liament, which,  like  a  body  of  mercena- 
ries, he  kept  in  ptty,  till  the  source  of  cor- 
ruption bein^  dried  up,  determined  them 
to  turn  agamst  him,  and  to  court  their 
constituents :  an  act  of  treachery,  which 
produced  their  dissolution.  Human  na- 
ture is  so  frul,  or  so  corrupt,  that  obliga-^ 
tions,  unless  they  are  frequently  renewed,* 
lose  their  force.  Hence  in  the  course  ot 
seven  years  representatives  forget  their 
constituents:  and  long  parliaments. natu- 
rally become  independent  of  the  people. 
Wlmt  is  the  consequence  i  They  become 
dependent  on  the  crown,  whose  influe^dng 
power  is  by  the  vast  increase 'of  places  be-* 
come  almost  irresistible.  I  own,  indeed, 
that  there  is  some  provision  made  against 
known  placemen.  But  where  is  there  any 
security  against  secret  placemen  and  pen- 
sioners, against  the  reptiles  who  creep  up^ 
the  back-stairs,  and  come  down  with  a 
bag  of  guineas  ready  to  burst  i  In  these 
cases,  the  laws  are  by  no  means  effectual, 
and  therefore  the  people  have  no  other  re- 
medy but  a  new  election. 

Nor  is  this  the  only  advantage  of  short 
parliaments.  Long  parliaments  are  a  hard- . 
sliip  upon  those  gentlemen,  who  ought  in 
reason  to  take  their  turn  as  representa-. 
tives,  as  weU  as  upon  those,  whose  fbrtunes. 
may  not  be  equal  to  the  expence  of  seven 
years,  but  might  be  equal  to  that  of  three: 
or  one;  and  who,  without  any  selfish; 
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Hewnf  might  be  inclined  to  carry  oh  a  plan 
oi  public  utility;  Frequent  parliaments 
will  ^ive  us  weight  abroad,  as  the  sense  of 
the  people  will  thus  be  infinitely  better 
known  than  it  can  be  according  to  the  pre- 
sent scheaie,  when  many  suspect  our  de< 
terminations  to  be  diametrically  opposite 
to  the'  sentiments  of  the  whole  empire. 
But  long  parliaments  will  give  a  minister 
aa  opportunity  of  feeling  their  pulsesi  and 
of  wheedling  them  with  their  prescriptions. 
He  will  find  out  the  proper  pUls,  or  baits, 
which  they  are  ready  to  swallow,  whetlier 
they  be 'places,  or  pensions,  or  bribes,  or 
titles,  or  strings*  Hence  they  grow  more 
and  more  corrupt,  the  farther  they  run 
fi'om  their  source. 

Jt  is  idle  to  say  that  triennial  will  prore 
more  expensive  than  septennial.  From 
whence  did  bribery  ^ring?  Not  from 
ceontry  gentlemen.  They  ere  sure  of 
being  ohosen  without  any  such  scandalous 
psactice.  This  evil  sprung  from  minis- 
ters, who  dare  not  trust  the  natural  repre- 
sentatioD  of  the  people,  and  therefore 
thrust  into  parliament  thai  c  vile  creatures 
and  dependants.  Cpuntry  gentlemen, 
bftviag  BO  sinister  views,  make  but  weak 
struggles^  especially  against  direct  bribery; 
and  the  disunoe  of  a  fresh  struggle  is  so 
greac^  that  they  grow  cool  and  taint,  and 
al  last  despur  of  doing  any  good ;  and  de* 
spalr  produces  indolence,  a  fit  disposition 
for  slavery.  Ministers  know  this  lethargy 
to  be  their  harvest,  and  will  not  by  fre* 
qoent  elections  wake  the  spirit  of  liberty, 
which  is  only  to  be  kept  alive  by  Constant 
action.  Constant  action  will  lUone  raise 
that  seal  and  indignation,  which  will  oirer- 
power  the  undue  influence,  by  which  mi- 
nisterial dependants,  unknown  to  the 
electors,  are  enabled  to  supplant  men  of 
oharacter  and  fortune  in  their  neighbour- 
hood.  Hence  a  corrupt  fiimilianty  sub- 
sists between  the  minister  and  borouahs ; 
he  keeps  a  register  of  them  in  his  pocket ; 
be  sends  down  his  treasury^  mandates,  and 
procures  spurious  representatives. 

Because  I  contend  for  the  revival  of  this 
part  of  our  ancient  constitution,  you  must 
not  imagine  that  I  mean  to  re-establish  the 
whole.  No,  Sir;  we  ought  to  select  what 
fa  good,  and  reject  what  is  bad.  Tlie 
question  is  not  about  the  general  nature 
of  our  constitution,  but  about  this  parti- 
cular point,  whether  the  ancient  manner 
of  electing  representatives  is  not  preferable 
to  the  modern.  And  from,  the  very  na- 
ture of  parliaments  nothing  can  be  more 
evklefit:  fbr  he  that  may  be  thought  a 


proper  ffprteentative  tfais  year  nay  not  be 
so  the  neat ;  and  therefore  a  new  choice  ii 
necessary. 

It  is  ridiculous  to  say  that  prorogations 
are  equivalent  to  annual  dissolutions,  and 
eveiy  session  tantainoant  to  a  nen  parlis* 
ment.  Prorogatioils  are  of  late  inventiosi 
and  flow  froni  a  corrupt  source.  Nor  does 
the  suspension  of  parliament  ditbr  from  its 
long  continuance  in  its  consequences  to 
the  people,  of  whose  oomplaints  sod 
grievances  representatives  may  thus  bs« 
come  regardless,  and  be  themselves  the 
greatest  grievance.  To  say  that  parlis* 
ments  ought  to  be  septennial,  in  onier  to 
prevent  the  frequent  return  of  riots  at  elec* 
tions,  is  very  absurd ;  because,  if  this  posi- 
tion was  just,  we  ought  for  the  same  rea« 
son  to  render  them  perpetual ;  add  then 
we  should  have  no  riots  at  all  at  elections. 
And  the  same  arguments  will  hold,  if  you 
pretend  that  they  are  necessary  for  snp« 
porting  our  credit  among  foreigners. 

Nor  will  a  good  king,  or  good  ministry, 
be  injured  by  short  parliaments.  Trien- 
nial, or  even  annual  parliaments,  will  be 
as  ready  as  septennial  to  support  good 
measures ;  and  if  a  triennial  or  annual  par- 
liament trespass,  the  people  will  hare  it 
sooner  in  their  power  to  procure  justice. 
It  matters  little  whether  this  ^lan  would 
produce  many  changes  in  administration. 
A  good  parliament  will  always  make  good 
mmisters.  His  Majesty's  government 
could  never  be  distressed,  if  he  would  bars 
his  ffovernment  approved  by  the  people, 
and  if  he  would  not,  he  would  certamly  be 
a  very  unfit  person  to  govern. 

To  say  that  the  people  cannot  be  trust- 
ed, is  to  say  that  they  cannot  managt 
their  own  concerns.  To  refbse  short  par* 
liaments  may  create;  but  can  never  pre- 
vent, discontents.  Before  septennial  par- 
liaments existed,  did  the  canvassing  begin 
two  or  three  years  before  the  election  ? 
No,  for  it  is  natural  to  contend  mort 
eagerly  for  a  septennial  than  fbr  a  triennial 
post  of  honour  or  profit.  Then  those  who 
had  no  natural  interest,  saw  no  sufficient 
temptation  to  employ  bribery.  When 
bribery  was  not  used,  every  elector  voted 
accoraing  to  his  natural  bias  and  inclina- 
tion ;  and  now,  thai  bribes  have  actually 
taken  place,  whoever  buys,  must  come  up 
to  the  elector's  price,  which  will  be  pro- 
portioned to  his  honour,  circtynstances, 
and  natural  bias.  A  hundred  or  a  thoa- 
sand  pounds  would  purchase  him  vh<> 
would  spurn  at  half  or  that  sum.  lo  thil 
light  let  US  eauunine  triennial  and  septen- 
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mal  porUamenlp,  Sapppap  tha(.  ft  .pUiioe- 
maa  or  oierchtnt  of  Loqdont  the  postage 
of  whope  letters  amounts  to  600L  per  avi- 
fluffl,  fioda  tluit  H  will  post  him  S^QOOL  to 
overpower  the  natural  interest  of  a  country 
geotlemao;  for  three  years  be  would  de- 
dioe  the  expeocot  and  not  for  seven ;  ^nd 
he  that  irill  buy  will  sell :  he  that  comes 
vx  bycomiption»  will  seldom  walkout  with 
dean  hands. 

Let  it  not  be  imagined,  that  the  voices 

of  electors  are  sold  by  the  duration  of  par- 

tiaiceot    A  man  will  not  in  triennial  par- 

lisfflentssell  farSOl*  what  In  septennial  he 

Toold  not  give  under  a  hunored.    Few 

think  of  futurity ;  the  present  temptation 

hu  the  only  weight ;  as  they  canpot  be 

fore  of  another,  and  fifty  in  hand,  with 

tile  uncertain  hope  of  fifty  more  in  pros^ 

pect,  is  not  surely  so  great  a  temptation 

ai  a  hundred  down  upon  the  nail.    Natural 

intereit  and  honour  are  the  opponents, 

with  which  corrupters  have  to  contend ; 

and  a  small  bribe  b  never  so  powerful  as  a 

great  one.    Some  may  yield  to  a  small 

one ;  bat  the  greater  it  is,  the  more  it  will 

jield.    In  septennial  parliaments  a  man 

oaj  afford  more ;  more  will  therefore  be 

corrupted.    Nor  is  this  all.    More  may 

depend  upon  being  corrupted;  and  the 

greater  the  dependance,  the  more  general 

the  practice.     The  only  method  of  pre- 

vention  is  to  render  the  practice  impos- 

lihle;  there  is  no  possibility  of  corruptmgi 

but  by  coming  up  to  men's  price;  and 

thii  can  only  be  done  by  rendering  elec- 

tioot  ao  frequent  as  to  exhaust  ^ny  cor- 


Ver^  elections  anpual,  the  annual  sav* 
iogi  of  a  pensioner  would  not  buy  the 
interest  of  country  gentlemen,  and  the 
honesty  of  electors.  Now  it  is  well  known 
that  country  geodemen  are  the  best  sup- 
port of  the  constitution,  as  they  know  tne 
vsnta  and  grievances  of  their  constituents. 
What  then  is  more  desirable  than  triennial 
ptrliaments,  which  will  necessarily  bring 
then  iqto  the  (louse?  Entertainments, 
bowever  extravagant,  will  never  over-ba- 
hnce  their  natural  interest.  Absolute 
bribery,  and  bribery  of  a  high  nature,  is 
necessary.  All  those,  therefore,  who 
would  have  their  posterity  sit  in  parlia* 
nent  by  natural  interest,  must  vote  for 
tbia  motion.  If  this  be  not  done,  they 
will  be  overpoweised  with  their  own  money« 
The  Cosamonif  foraoerly  refi^sed  snbsi4i«0f 
^they  had  iiwmX4§d  tbein  ^o^itituenta. 
'^  ^^Q«ct  p>pp^  fov.  thia  MMle  mr? 
M9im9^Aiiftjailiment(|i  «9»^        tf 


countnr  gentlemen  ?  The  crown  peldoip 
gives  (^r  a  long, term  what  it  can  |[ira  ftr 
f  short  space  of  time:  we  should  imitatt 
the  exainple.  For  th^f  ao4  varioaa  other 
reasons  which  will  occur  to  a.v#ry  -mm^ 
move,  ^<  That  leave  be  givea  to  /bring  it 
a  Bill  for  shorte4)ing  the  Doration  of  m^ 
liaments.'' 

Messrs.  T.  Townsend,  Dempster,  Tuiw 
ner,  Barr^,  and  othars  sapported  this  moi^ 
sure.  They  frequently-  otulad  on  adminiik* 
tration  to  diew  any  reasons  why  sueh^a 
Bill  should  not  be  bronghtin :  but,  to  ih^ 
amazement  of  most  members,  not  ona  woei 
was  uttered  by  administratioa ;  the  meit 
oonteo^ptuous  silence  bemg  oUsarted. 
Mn  Cavendish  (though  believed  to  be  A 
friend  to  the  question)  opposed  It  asim^ 
proper,  on  account  of  the  near  coadlusioa 
of  the  session  {  and  was  by  the  8peakelr 
appointed  a  teller  against  the  questtoD.-   • 

The  House  divided.  The  Yeas  webl 
forth. 

Tellers. 
V  A  a  5  Alderman  Sawbridge   - )      -. 
^*^*?  Alderman  Townsend    •>     ** 

N^=*? Mr.  Cavendish        -    -J    ^^ 
So  it  passed  in  the  negative. . 

Debate  on  the  Lottery  BiU.^  Th« 
House  having  resolved  itself  into  a  Conit 
mittee  on  the  Lottery  Bill, 

Mr.  CarntoaU  said : 

Sir ;  there  are  various  wa^s  of  sap- 
ping the  hdependency  of  this  House,  but 
none,  of  them  is  so  dangerous  as  the  prao* 
tice  of  giving  secret  bribes  and  pensions* 
When  a  man  accepts  of  a  place,  the  coAr 
stitution  has  lefl  the  people  a  rem^,  if 
they  doubt  his  integrity :  as  he  must  b# 
re*  elected,  they  may  reject  him,  and  pitob 
upon  another,  in  whose  independenqe  they 
confide.  But  where  is  their  resfturc4 
against  private  bargains  with  the  minister} 
I  am  far  from  thinking  that  the  inventipa 
of  man  can  make  sufficient  orovisiona 
against  this  evil;  much  of  it  wulremaioi 
when  we  have  taken  every  possible  pre^ 
caution ;  but  the  impossibility  of  tolaUy 
eradicating  a  consuming  plague  is  no  ar4 
gument  against  using  every  rational  ne^ 
thod  to  stop  iu  progress.  When  ia  II 
body,  whose  habit  is  known  to.be  bad,- a 
distemper  breaks  out  visibly,  to  theeye^ 
Uie  medical  tribe  apply  topics,  when  um 
despair  of  correcting  tw  whole  habit,  ana 
eie9tii«  f^  r«j^  «ivt«    Lai  a>  imitut 
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their  example.  Though  we  cannot  en- 
lirel  J  annihilate  the  pracCioe  of  corruptiony 
let  118  check  its  ravages  where  it  bunti  ont 
with  the  greatest  violence.  Hiooeh  we 
canncyt  trace  the  progreiss  of  the  bank  biUs 
issued  out  of  the  Treasury,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  securing  a  majority,  we  may  cer- 
tainly trace  lottery  tickets.  The  bank  biHs 
come  before  us  under  the  head  of  secret 
oenrioe  money,  and  cannot  therefore  be 
£xed  on  any  individuals ;  but  lottery  tic- 
Jcels  may  be  found  in  the  subscnption 
books,  under  the  names  of  the  respective 
tnembera  who  were  so  obliging  as  thus  to 
contribute,  to  the  support  of  government. 
.  That  lotteries  are  engines  of  bribery  in 
jthe  hands  of  the  ministry,  is  a  matter  now 
ao  w^l  known,  that  it  would  be  as  ridicu- 
lous to  attempt  to  prove  as  to  deny  it. 
Daily  experience  demonstrates  that  they 
are  viewed  in  that  light  by  the  ministers 
themselves :  whence"  else  is  it  that  they  do 
not  leave  the  subscription  open?  Did 
they  not  mean  to  oblige  their  friends  by 
a  lucrative  bargain,  the  pubUc  in  general 
would  be  equally  favoured.  Last  year, 
indeed,  the  present  minister,  willing  to  lay 
in  a  stock  of  popularity,  of  which  he  proba- 
bly foresaw  the  future  necessity,  took  this 
ate{>.  What  is  the  reason  that  he  has  now 
deviated  from  so  reasonable  a  plan  }  Has 
he  turned  his  back  upon  the  public,  and 
thrown  himself  into  the  arms  or  a  majority 
of  this  House !  He  has  reason :  the  pub- 
lic has  turned  its  back  upon  him,  and  it  is 
well  if  the  majority  will  always  be  able  to 
afibrd  him  protection.  When  lord  Bute 
was  at  the  head  of  the  Treasury,  the  same 
arts  were  used:  upon  a  loan  of  three  mil- 
lions and  a  half,  the  subscribers,  who  were 
all  the  minister's  friends  and  confidants, 
gained  in  a  few  days,  a  clear  profit  of 
150,000?.  the  new  stock  having  risen  more 
than  ten  per  cent,  above  par.  Who,  that 
knew  this  and  other  circumstances  of  the 
like  nature,  was  surprized  that  this  House 
improved  the  peace  of  Versailles?  That 
act  cost  the  nation,  perhaps,  half  a  million 
sterling.  The  decision  of  the  Middlesex 
election  did  not  prove  quite  so  expensive, 
if  we  confine  our  view  only  to  the  lotteries, 
though,  in  that  respect,  it  cost  us  several 
hundred  thousand  pounds.  In  1769, 
120,000/.  were  shared  among  the  minister's 
friends,  and,  when  this  course  was  not 
taken,  the  sinking  fund  suffered,  and  other 
channels  of  secret  service  money  were 
opened.  This  year  the  minister  follows 
the  steps  of  his  predecessors ;  he  divides 
among  bifl  dependants  as  many  tickets  as 


they  want,  and  upon  each  they  gtin  ^ 
Suppose,  then,  a  member  to  have  900  tic- 
kets,  he  actually  receives  a  bribe  of  400^. 
Will  such  a  sura  have  no  influence  upon 
his  vote?  Were  this  so,  we  should  not 
always  see  subscribers  follow  the  minbter 
in  every  ministerial  question ;  they  would 
sometimes  take  the  liberty  of  thinking  for 
themselves,  and  dividing  with  the  opposi- 
tion. I  am  certainly  informed  that  50 
members  of  this  House  have  subscribed  for 
20,000^.  Suppose  the  shares  to  be  equal,  ^ 
each  will  have  500  tickets,  or  1,000^  neat 
profit.  Here,  then,-  are  50  votes  secured 
m  all  perilous  conjunctures;  for  these 
gentlemen,  in  hopes  of  the  like  favour  next 
year,  will  be  cautious  how  they  offend  the 
minister,  who  has  it  in  his  power,  at  any 
time,  to  expose  them  for  their  past  con- 
duct. Will  any  man  say  that  the  appro- 
bation of  the  convention  did  not  proceed 
from  these  principles?  If  any  person 
should  have  so  much  effirontery,  wno  wiH 
believe  him  ? 

Matters  being  confessedly  on  this  foot* 
ing,  I  think  that  the  list  of  the  memben, 
who  are  subscribers  to  the  present  lotte^, 
was  unjustly  withheld,  because  the  people 
have  certainljr  a  right  to  be  informed  who 
are  the  men  in  whom  they  ought,  or  ought 
not,  to  place  a  confidence.  The  minister 
says,  that  such  a  step  will  check  their  pre- 
»sent  ardour  in  subscribing,  and  support- 
ing government.  This  objection  is  the 
strongest  reason  imaginable  for  pro* 
ducing  the  list ;  for  why  all  thb  ardour, 
and  all  this  delicac]|r,  were  there  not 
something  too  lucrative  and  too  iniqui- 
tous in  the  traffic  ?  I  am  satisfied  that  the 
government  will  not  want  support,  ^^^".f^ 
no  member  were  to  subscribe ;  the  mooied 
interest,  the  public  in  ceneral,  would  be 
ready  enougn  to  step  forward  upon  lew 
advantageous  conditions.  I  am  convinced 
that  this  modern  practice  i«  extremely 
dangerous  to  the  purity  and  independence 
of  this  House :  I  therefore  move  for  lesfs 
to  propose  a  clause,  by  which  no  member 
shall  be  allowed  to  subscribe  for  more 
than  twenty  tickets;  a  number  sufficient 
for  any  gentleman,  who  does  not  want  to 
make  a  scandalous  tnffic  of  his  seat. 

The  reasons  urged  against  the  motion 
were,  that  the  clause  would  be  in  a  grea' 
measure  impracticable,  from  the  various 
means  to  dude  it;  that  it  wbuld  be^ 
breach  of  parliamentary  faith  to  those  who 
had  subscribed  to  the  exigencies  of  g^^^ 
mentyiaalteriDg  the  bargain  trt^i  i^ 
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been  agreed  to  in  the  committee  of  supply : 
that  it  was  improper  as  .yet  to  produce  tne 
list  of  subscribersy  as  it  might  hurt  the  mO» 
DopoJy  of  tickets,  which  alone  raised  their 
taloe :  that  the  number  of  tickets  amongst 
members  of  parliament,  was  by  no  means 
great  enough  to  influence  their  ▼otes^— 
On  a  diTision,  the  motion  was  rejected  hy 
Sligaiost  IK . 

Diwrcr  Bill.']  April  29.  The  order  of 
the  dij  was  r^  for  the  second  reading 
of  the  Bin**  to  prevent  any  Bill  from  being 
hnN^  into  parliament,  for  the  dissolutioo 
of  nj  marriage,  for  the  cause  of  adultery, 
oabia  clause  or  particular  words  be  in- 
ierted,to  prevent  tne  person  acainst  whom 
(^  adultery  has  been  proved,  from  marry- 
iof  or  contracting  matrimony  with  tne 
penoD  with  whom  he  or  she  shall  be 
proved  to  have  carried  on  such  criminal 
mtercoane ;  and  to  declare  the  issue  of 
such  maiTiage  incapable  of  inheriting.** 

The  arguments  in  favour  of  the  Bill 
vere,  that  this  Bill  would  in  some  degree 
check  the  frequent  adulteries,  as  no  lady 
could  rely  on  the  promises  of  a  lover  to 
icarry  her  in  case  of  a  divorce :  that  it 
would  put  A  lady  on  her  guard  agamst 
a  fidse  friend,  who,  under  the  cloak  of 
fnendship,  might  insinuate  himsdf  into  the 
^iij,  and  taking  part  in  the  quarrels  of 
oan  and  wife,  take  advantage  of  little 
opporuinities  to  prevail  over  the  lady's 
virtue:  that  the  facility  with  which  divorces 
were  now  obtained,  made  it  to  be  feared, 
that  forgiving  people  would  on  false  sug- 
gestions, and  bare  proofs,  apply  for  them, 
when  there  was  no  other  cause  but  dislike 
in  the  parties,  and  that,  in  some  measure, 
this  would  throw  a  damp  on  such  applica- 

doDfl. 

Mr.  Baike  did  in  a  very  ingenious  man- 
vr,  urge  several  motives  for  pateing  the 
BOl  Lords  Beauchamp  and  Strange,  and 
Mr.  C.  Fox,  opposed  the  Bill.  It  was 
u^ed,  that  this  would  by  no  means  stop 
the  frequency  of  adulteries,  as  the  prospect 
^  a  future  marriage  was  too  aislant  a 
t^ptation  to  the  commitment  of  it,  the 
Pt^t  passions  being  evidently  the  cause : 
^  it  was  levdled  against  the  ladies,  and 
vould  leave  those  who  were  so  unfoHunate 
**  to  be  seduced  in  the  worst  situation 
P|^1>le,  in  so  bad  a  one,  that  declaring 
ne  should  not  marry  the  peiaon  she  had 
^ed  with,  it  must  either  follow,  diat  she 
voold  cohabit  with  him,  to  the  scandal  of 
*^7i  or  else  most  be  debarred  sodeCv* 
^^bedcemed  improper  to  many  ataU, 
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as  none  eke  would -probably  marry  her' 
that  the  principle  of  the  Bill,  if  extended, 
would  be  of  the  utmost  detriment  to  popu- 
lation, as  few  marriages  were  contracted 
amon^  the  poor  people  but  by  the  man  to 
the  giri  he  had  debauched  r  that  the  BiU 
was  also  ridiculous  in  itself,  since  it  bound 
the  legislature  to  a  rule,  which  every  sub- 
sequent act  of  divorce  might  repeal,  or 
confirm,  as  parliament  plea^,  and  whidl 
rule  might  be  followed  by  the  insertion  of 
this  clause,  without  a  formal  act  of  parlia- 
ment. 

The  House  divided.  Tlie  Noes  went 
forth. 

Tellers. 

"^^jMr.Mackworth-    -     $  ** 

^^*^? Mr.  Charles  Fox     -    .$  *^ 
So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

April  SO.  The  Divorce  Bill  was  pro- 
posed to  be  committed.  This  was  opposed 
on  the  same  grounds  as  befpre,  ana  sdp* 
ported  with  the  same  arguments.  Lord 
Strange  said,  the  only  true  system  to  pre* 
vent  a  vice  of  this  nature  was  to  reform 
the  manners  of  the  women  ^  but  whilst  the 
Coterie,  Cornelys's,  Almack's,  and  other 
public  places  of  rendezvous  for  company, 
were  so  much  encouraged,  it  wcmld  bo 
impossible  to  have  any  reformation.  Mr. 
Wedderburn  opposed 'the  Bill  on  substan- 
tial ffrounds ;  snewed  the  almost  impracti- 
cability of  executing  a  law  of  this  nature; 
that  it  would*  operate  as  a  prohibition  for 
future  laws  of  divorce,  as  the  name  of  the 
adulterer  could  not  always  be  come  at. 

On  the  motion.  That  the  Speaker  leave 
the  chair ;  the  House  divided.  The  Noes 
went  forth. 

TeDers. 

^"^■iMriMTc^wortli  -    I     \  ^^ 

So  it  passed  in  the  negative,  and  the 
Bill  was  consequently  lost. 

RkPORT     of     THB      CoMMITTXB     D7 

TBS  House  ov  Common»^  relative  to 

THE  LATE  OBSTRUCTIONS  TO  THB  EZB- 
CUT10K  OF  THE  ORDERS  OF  THE  HoUSE.] 

April  SO.  Mr.  Ellis  reported  from  th« 
Committee,  appointed  to  examine  into  the 
several  Facts  and  Circumstances  relative 
to  the  late  Obstructions  to  the  Execution' 
of  the  Orden  of  this  Housoi  and  toooa- 
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sider  what  fttitb«r  Froceediogv  majf  be 
requisite  to  enforce  a  due  obedience 
thereto ;  and  to  report  their  Proceedings, 
together  with  their  opinion^  from  time  to 
time,  to  the  House  ;  That  the  Committee 
had  examined  the  matter  to  them  refi^rred ; 
and  had  directed  him  to  report  the  same, 
as  it  appeared  to  them,  to  the  House; 
and  he  read  the  Report  in  his  place ;  and 
afterward  delivered  it  in  at  the  Clerk's 
table  I  where  tbo  same  was  read,  as  fol- 
lows; 

A  Report  from  the  Committee  appointed 
to  examine  into  the  several  Facts  and 
Circumstances  relative  to  the  late 
Obstructions  to  the  Execution  of  the 
:  ,  Orders  of  this  House.  April  SO, 
1771. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  examine 
into  the  several  Facts  and  Circum- 
stances relative  to  the  late  Ob- 
structions to  the  Execution  of  the 
Orders  of  this  House,  and  to  con- 
Aider  what  further  Proceedings  may 
be  requisite  to  enforce  a  due  Obedi* 
ence  thereto,  and  to  report  their 
Proceedings,  together  with  their 
Opinion,  from  time  to  time,  to  the 
^  House,  have  in  obedience  to  the 
order  of  the  House,  begun  bj 
examining  into  the  Facts  and  Cir- 
cumstances relating  to  the  late 
Obstructions  to  the  Orders  of  the 
House  ;  and,  in  order  thereto 
called  before  them, 

William  Whittam,  one  of  the  messen- 
gers attending  this  House ;  who  said, 
*'  That  he  had  had  no  other  warrant  but 
that  for  taking  J.  Miller  into  custody,  on 
the  15th  of  March  1771 :  it  was  directed 
to  Mr.  Bonfoy,  Mr.  Clementson,  and  him- 
self, with  orders  to  go  and  take  Miller  into 
custody;  and  he  proceeded,  and  came  .to 
Miller's  house  about  two  o'clock ;  and  he 
asked  if  Milled  was  at  home,  and  was  in- 
formed he  was  above  stairs,  and  would  be 
down  in  a  little  time;  that  he  waited 
about  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  when  Miller 
came  down,  and  went  into  his  counting- 
house;  that  he  (Whittam)  followed  him, 
and  told  him,  ha  hoped  he  would,  not  be 
aarprised,  that  he  had  the  Speal^'s  war- 
mot  for  taking  him  into  custody,  and  of* 
fared  to  shew  the  ^  warrant  to  him  t  and 
that  he  { Miller)  just  cast  his  eve  upon  it, 
and  said,  that  the  messenger  bad  no  auit 
thority  to  take  him,  and  he  should  take 
BO  notice  of  it ;  wheveupon  be  (themeay 


senger)  laid  his  hand  upon  Miller's  sno, 
and  told  him  he  was  his  prisoner,  and  tbat 
he  must  go  with  him :  Miller  said,  tbat  he 
had  assaulted  him  in  his  own  house;  and 
thereupon  told  one  of  the  persons  present 
to  go  and  fetch  such  a  one,  but  does  not 
remember  the  name  of  the  constable,  who 
came  in  a  few  mmutes,  and  Miller  charged 
the  constable  with  him  for  the  assault,  and 
required  the  constable  to  carry  him  before 
the  sitting  alderman ;  that  as  he  (Whit- 
tam V  was 'going  into  the  court  where 
Miller  lives,  he  saw  a  man,  whom  he  takes 
to  be  the  constid)]e,  come  out  of  MillePi 
housot  ftnd  go  mto  a  house  near  the  opeD* 
ing  into  the  court ;  and,,  by  the  shortnea 
of  the  time,  which  was  about  three  or  foot 
minutes,  he  judged  Uie  constable  might 
come  from, that  house;  tbat  the  constable 
came  into  the  compting-house,  and  Miller 
charged. him  to  take  the  messenger 
(Whittam)  into  custody;  the  consUble 
charged  all  present  to  assist  him,  and  the 
messenger  gave  the  like  charge  to  all 
present  on  his  behalf;  that  he  is  pot  sure 
the  constable  laid  his  hands  on  him ;  hut, 
finding  they  were  determined  to  arrest 
him,  he  made  no  resistance ;  tbat  be  ap- 
prehends a  coach  was  ready  by  order,  tf 
there  was  not  time  to  call  one  from  the 
stand :  the  constable,  and  one  Clarke,  and 
Miller,  and  he  (the  messenger)  went  mto 
the  coach,  which  was  ordered  to  drive  to 
Guildhall,  and  did  so. 

«  That,  when  they  arrived  at  Guildhan, 
they  went  up  stairs,  and  were  iDformed 
that  the  sitting  alderman  was  gone ;  thjjt 
as  soon  as  they  arrived  at  GuildhaUi 
Clarke  went  to  Mr.  Clementson ;  that  be 
did  not  hear  any  one  in  particular  directed 
to  go  to  the  Mansion-house ;  but  that  «J" 
veral  persons  followed  Miller  to  Guildbaii; 
and  in  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  vo^ 
was  brought  the  sitting  alderman  was  8| 
the  Mansion-house ;  whereupon  they  wew 
thither,  and  were  taken  into  the  room 
where  business  is  usually  done :  they  sjai 
there  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  vbeo 
word  was  brought,  the  he  (Miller)  couW 
not  be  examined  till  six  o'clock :  that  m 
(Whittam)  desired  he  might  T^othe&^ 
mined  before  Mr.  Clementson  came;  t^ 
they  staid  a  short  time,  when  a  g^'^H.^?^ 
came  and  desired  Miller  and  him  to  fofiov 
bun,  who  shewed  them  into  a  ^^^^ 
people  wiere  dining ;  they  dined,  and  to^ 
went  into  another  room»  where  he  »^ 
MiUer  staid  tUl  they  were  called  to  tb^  1^^ 
mayor,  who  was  in  hisbed-cbamherwi^ 
pidennen  OUvor  aad  Wilke%  ^4  "^^^ 
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otber  penoDt ;  that  he  toet  Mr.  Clement- 
lOQ  tthe  was  going  into  the  room  to  the 
lord  maydr :  tne  lord  mir^ot  began  by 
iskmg  Miner  concerning  his  being  takwi 
iBto  custody  by  the  messenger,  and  Miller 
gsre  an  icoount  of  it ;  then  the  lord  mayor 
aiked  htm  (the  messenger)  by  what  au* 
tbority  he  took  Miller?  he  answerad,  by 
the  attthority  of  the  Sneaker's  warrai^t ; 
whldithe  lord  mayor  oroer^d  him  to  pro- 
duce ;  he  did  so,  and  was  ordered  by  Mr. 
CleoDeiiiMm  to  read  it,  but  not  to  deliver 
it  out  of  his  bands  ;  that  aa  he  was  going 
to  rod  it,  the  lord  mayor  said,  he  must 
hue  (he  inspection  of  it,  or  no  notice 
cooM  be  taken  of  it;  that  he  then  de- 
Irieieditthe  lord  mayor,  upon  his  pro- 
iBse  it  should  be  restored  to  him  ;  that 
ik  lord  tasyor  look  and  read  it;  and  he 
or  Mr.  Morris,  but  rather  thinks  the 
lattST)  ordered  a  copy  to  be  taken  of  it, 
and  a  copy  was  taken  accordingly  : — that 
the  kmi  major  asked  him.  If  he  had  ap- 
plied Co  any  civil  magistrate  to  back  the. 
vanant,  or  whether  he  was  a  peace-officer? 
to  both  which  he  answered  in  the  nega- 
tive :.^e  lord  mayor  then  asked,  by 
vhat  aothoriihr  he  could  take  a  citizen  into 
coitodv  ?  That  he  (the  messenger)  an- 
wered,  by  the  Speaker's  warrant,  which 
be  thought  sufficient ;  and  the  lord  mayor 
tben  laid,  he  had  no  authority  to  take 
npanjrone  in  the  city,  without  his  or  the 
wthority  of  some  city  magistrate. 

"  Then  three  witnesses  were  sworn  to 
tbe  ftcu  which  passed  at  Miller's ;  and 
^t  thereupon  Mr.  Clementson  informed 
tbe  lord  mayor,  that  he  was  come  by  the 
^tker'a  oraer  to  demand  the  messenger 
tod  his  prisoner:  he  does  not  recollect 
tbe  answer  which  was  given  to  this  de- 
"l^d:  hot  some  arguments  passed,  and 
Mr.  Morris  spoke  a  good  deal :  then  the 
M  mayor  said,  that  he  (the  messenger) 
^  be  committed  to  the  Compter,  and 
MOlermustbe  discharged;  and  ordered  a 
l^ttimus  to  be  drawn,  and  that  he  saw  the 
W  major  sign  it :  that  Mr.  Morris  then 
'^t  it  would  be  proper  that  the  other 
^0  aldermen  should  sign  it,  who  did  so, 
**  ^e  presence  of  him  the  messenger : 
^  lord  mayor  then  said,  he  did  not  de; 
l^cthem  to  be  concerned,  but  would  take 
•^ypon  himself:  that,  before  the  warrant 
^  quite  completed,  the  lord  mayor  or 
^r.  Morris  said,  there  was  bail  in  the 
^y  if  it  was  liked  of;  and  orfe  Mr. 
"«rford,  Mr.  Withy,  and  Mr.  Reynolds 
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Buyor  said  I  must  give  bail ;  that  he 
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thanked  them,  but  did  not  know  whether 
he  should  have  occasion  for  it ;  and  said 
that  be  never  had  applied  to  them  for  it* 

**  That  he  declined  giving  bail,  Mr« 
Clementson  saying  it  was  not  proper ;  an<l 
the  warrant  was  signed  and  sealed :  M«* 
Clementson  then  said,  that  he  was  read^ 
to  giTC  bail ;  whereupon  the  iord  mayor 
grew  warm,  and  saia  he  was  trifkd  with  $ 
and  that  her  then  ^d,  that  he,  or  we,  would 
not  then  take  bail,  or  words  to  that  pur^ 
pose ;  upon  which  there  was  some  noistf 
and  dapping  of  hands  in  the  room ;  and 
there  followed  some  disooursebetween  th# 
lord  mayor,  Mr.  Clementson,  and  Mr. 
Morris ;  and  bethinks,  in  consequence,  il 
was  i^reed  to  take  bail;  and  Huiford 
and  Withy  gave  bail,  and  Mr.  Clementson 
agreed  to  it. 

•*  That  Mr.  Clementson  and  he  (tho 
messenger)  were  afterwards  sent  back 
from  the  Speaker^s  to  the  Mansion-house, 
for  a  copy  of  the  warrant  of  commitment ; 
and  were  refused  it,  being  told,  it  was  not 
to  be  found,  but,  if  it  should,  they  might 
have  it  in  the  morning.  That  he  (tho 
messenger)  went  a  second  and  third  time  $ 
and  was  told  the  last  time,  he  might  havw 
a  copy  of  the  recognizance  a  little  before 
the  quarter  sessions,  if  he  desired  it ;  but 
that  the  copy  of  the  warrant  was  of  no 
use  fdter  bail  was  given.'* 

The  Committee  then  proceeded  to  exa^ 
mine  Mr.  Clementson,  -  the  deputy  Ser- 
jeant  at  Arms ;  who  said,  **  That  he  went 
to  the  Speaker's  house  on  Friday  the  15th 
of  March,  to  see  if  the  warrant  was  signed 
for  taking  Miller  into  custody ;  that  the 
Speaker's  secretary  had  prepared  it,  and 
the  Speaker  signed' it,  ana  delivered  it  to* 
him  (Clementson)  who  gave  it  to  themes* 
senger,  and  told  him,  that  if  he  found  any 
difficulty,  to  siend  for  him,  who  should  be 
at  home.  That  he  heard  nothing  more, 
till  half  an  hour  past  thr^  o'clock ;  then  a 
person  came  to  him,  and  told  him,  he  must 
come,  for  that  the  messenger  was  taken 
up  by  a  constable,  and  charged  with  an 
assault.  That  he  went  to  the  Speaker's, 
and  told  him  of  it,  who  gave  him  directiona 
to  go  and  demand  the  messenger,  and  his 
prisoner ;  and  that  if  bail  was  necessary, 
ne  roust  give  it ;  but  that  he  must  see  him 
committed  first.  That  he  went  first  to 
Guildhall,  about  five  o'clock,  but  found 
nobody  there,  and  was  told,  he  should 
hear  of  them  at  the  Mansion-house. 
That  he  went  there,  and  was  introduced 
to  the  lord  mayor,  in  his  bedchamber. 
That  he  told  the  lord  mayor,  he  under- 
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iloodf  that  the  messenger,  to  whom  the 
warrant  was  directed  for  apprehending 
Jtf  iller»  was  taken  up  by  a  constable,  ana 
charged  with  an  assault ;  that  he  Uiere- 
fore  desired  to  know,  if  the  messenger  had 
been  brought  before  him.  That  the  lord 
mayor  said,  he   had  been   told,  that  a 

Sirson,  who  was  called  a  messenger  of  the 
ouse  of  Commons,  had  been  brouffht 
there,  and  charged  with  an  assault.  That 
he  /Clementson)  waited  in  an  anti-room 
till  SIX  o'clock.  That  the  messenger  then 
came,  and  Miller  and  a  constable  (John 
Downe)  and  a  large  concourse  of  people. 
Then  they  went  in  to  the  lord  mayor ;  al- 
derman Wilkes  and  alderman  OliTer  were 
there  with  him.  The  lord  mayor  asked, 
what  was  the  purpose  of  their  coming  thi- 
ther? Miller  said,  he  charged  Whittam, 
the  messenger,  with  an  assault :  on  this, 
Mr.  Robert  Morris  appeared,  and  said,  he 
was  counsel  for  Miller  the  prosecutor. 
He  said,  that  Miller  had  been  violently 
assaulted,  and  iblsely  imprisoned,  by  an 
illegal  warrant.  Downe,  the  constable 
(who  was  asked  for  by  the  lord  mayor) 
said.  Miller  had  applied  to  him,  about  one 
or  two  o'clock,  atid  had  complained  of  an 
assault  on  him,  in  his  own  house,  by  the 
messenger,  and  charged  him  to  take  the 
messenger  into  custody ;  he  therefore  took 
him  into  custody,'  in  order  to  carry  him 
before  a  proper  magistrate. 

**  Miller  was  then  called  upon ;  who 
said,  that  a  'person  who  called  himself  a 
messenger  of  the  House  of  Commons  came 
to  him,  and  took  him  into  custody,  by  vir- 
tue of  a  pretended  warrant.  That  Miller 
was  then  swoni  by  the  lord  mayor,  and 
aaid  upon  his  oath,  that  what  he  had  be- 
fore said  was  true :  he  went  on,  and  said, 
he  had  refused  to  go  with  the  person. 
That  the  person  had  used  violence,  and 
had  seized  hold  of  him,  and  was  pullins 
him  along.  That  the  lonl  mayor  asked 
the  messenger,  what  offence  Miller  had 
committed,  or  what  authority  he  had  for 
assaulting  Miller  in  this  manner  ?  The 
messenger  said,  he  ha2l  the  Speaker's  war- 
rant, directed  to  him,  to  take  Miller  into 
custody :  the  lord  mayor  asked  where  the 
warrant  was?  That  he  (Clementson)  told 
Whittam  to  open  it,  and  read  it  himself. 
That  the  lord  mayor  or  Mr.  Morris,  (he 
can't  say  which)  said  it  must  be  produced. 
.  That  he  (Clementson)  objectea  to  it  for 
some  time ;  but  the  lord  mayor  saying  it 
could  not  be  taken  notice  of^  if  net  pro- 
duced, he  delivered  it  jto  the  lord  mayor, 
on  his  promising  to  deliver  it  back  to  him; 
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that  he  waited  till  this  time,  to  aee  the  na- 
ture of  the  assault  chareed  on  Whittam ;    ' 
and  finding  that  it  was  for  executing  the 
warrant  for  takinff  Miller  into  custod^,  ht 
then  told  the  lora  mayor,  that  he  appear- 
ed before  him  as  deputy  Serjeant  at  Arma 
of  thd    House    of  Commons;   that  he 
came  there  by  the  Speaker's  directions, 
and  had  his  commands  to  demand  not 
only  Whittam  the  messenger,  but  likewise 
Miller  his  prisoner ;   and  he  made  that 
demand  in  the  most  solemn  manner  he 
was  able.-^That  Mr.  Morris,  on  this,  de- 
sired he  (Clementson)  might  be  sworn  is 
an  evidence:  but  he  (Clementson)   dei 
dared  he  would  not  be  sworn,  ana  eaid, 
He  did  not  come  as  an  evidence,  but  as 
an  officer  of  the  House  of  Commons,  to 
execute  the  commands  given  him  by  tha 
Speak^.-«Tlie  lord  mayor  said— he  <»>u]d  • 
not  take  notice  of  any  thing,  in  his  ma- 
gbterial  capacity,  that  Was  not  given  upon 
oath^— That  he  was  then  asked  by  Morris, 
if  he  refused  to  be  examined  to  any  of  the 
facts  or  circumstances  within  his  know- 
ledge?—That  he  doubted  at  first  what 
answer  to  give  to  that;  but,  on  recollec- 
tion, he  said,  if  there  was  the  least  doubt 
either  of  the  warrant  being  signed  by  the 
Speaker,  or  of  his  (Clementson's)  liaving 
the  Speaker's  commands  to  demand  Whit- 
tam the  messenger  and  Miller  hia  pri- 
soner, he  was  ready  to  be  sworn  to  the 
truth  of  those  matters,  but  would  not  be 
sworn  generally. — Findiiig  that  to  be  his 
resolution,  Mr.  Morris  declined  swearing 
him  as  jto  those  matten;   but^he  (Cle- 
mentson) again  repeated,  .that  if  there  was 
any  doubt  as  to  those  matters,  he  was 
ready  to  swear  to  them. 

*«  That  the  lord  mayor  asked  Whittam^ 
if  he  was  a  peace  officer  or  a  constable  ?  i 
he    said,  he  was  not  >— if  he  liad    ap- 
plied to  any  city  magistrate  to  back  his 
warrant?   he   said,   he   had  not: — uponi 
this,  the  lord  mayor  declared,^  that  it  was 
very  extraordinary  for  any  citizen  to  be 
taken  up  in  the  city  of  London,  without 
the  knowledge  or  authority  of  the  lordi 
mayor,  or  some  other  magistrate  of  the 
city;  and  that,  if  this  was  permitted  to  be 
the  case,  it  would  be  trampling  on   the 
laws,  and  there  would  be  an  end  of  the 
constitution  of  this  country. 

<<  Then  Miller  was  examined,  as  to 
hi^  being  a  liveryman  of  the  city  of  Loe>^ 
don. — Hie  lord  mayor  said,  it  was  hia 
opinion,  Uiat  no  warrant,  but  from  him  or 
some  other  magistrate  of  the  city,  wa« 
good  and  valid  to  take  up  any  citizen ;  that 
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he  thought  hiiBBelf  bound,  ao  long  as  he 
heU  the  great  office  of  chief  magistrate  of 
the  eity  o£  London,  to  take  notice  of  a 
proceeding  of  this  sort ;  and  that  it  was 
M  duty  to  defend  the  citizens^  and  their 
rights  and  liberties,  to  the  last  extremity. 
—He  said,  he  was  of  opinion,  the  mes- 
MDger  bad  no  right  to  take  up  Miller, 
who  was  a  citizen  not  being  charged  with 
soy  fislony,  trespass,  or  breach  of  the 
pcaoe* 

''That  Mr.  Morris  then  took  four  ob- 
jections to,  the  warrant;  1.  That  the 
wmb  <  House  of  Commons'  was  not  a 
foicieot  description  of  the  power  which 
hd  passed  the  vote— ^that.  it  should  have 
beeo,  « the  House  of  Commons  in  par- 
iiaineDt.,assemUed.'  2.  That*. J.  Miller* 
was  no  sufficient  description  of  the  person. 
S.  .That  the  offence  was  not  inserted ;  and 
therefore  that  it  was  illegal,  and  without 
colour  of  law.  4.  That  it  did  not  appear, 
that  <  Fletcher  Norton,  Speaker,'  who 
il^fQed  the  warrant,  was  the  sir  Fletcher 
Norton,  who  is  Speaker  of  the  Ho^e  of 
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"  That  the  lord  mayor  asked  Whittam, 
Whether  he  intended  to  carry  Miller 
away  as  his  prisoner  f  Whittam  said,  he 
did<--Tbe  lord  mayor  then  said,  he  thought 
the  warrant  was  illegal ;  and  therefore  he 
diicharged  Miller  out  of  the  custody  of 
the  messenger ;  and  said  at  the  same  time, 
This  citizen  comeshere  to  claim  a  citizen's 
protection  of  me,  and  I  think  he  is  entitled 
to  it. 

''That  then  the  lord  mayor  proceeded 
on  the  assault. — Miller  proved  that  Whit- 
tam had  laid  hold  of  his  arm  and  pulled 


'Wards  the  constable  came.  After  this,  three 
penonawere  produced  to  prove  the  assault : 
Henry  Page  of  Newgate-street,  printer; 
John  T(mping,  of  the  Old  Bailey,  printer ; 
lW)ert  rage,  of  Newgate-street,  printer. 
They  proved,  ^That  Whittam  laid  hold  of 
Miller's  arm  and  said,  he  was  his  prisoner ; 
>Qd  that  Miller  said,  he  should  not  go,  or 
<Iid  not  chuse  to  go.  That  Whittam  said^ 
you  must  go ;  ai^  Miller  said,  be  should 
Dot;  and  then  Whittam  charged  every 
hody  present  to  assist  him.  After  this, 
the  csnstable  was  brought ;  and  the  con- 
stable charged  all  prc[sent  to  assist  him.    « 

**  That  the  lord  mayor,  on  this,  gave  it 
tt  his  opinion,  that  the  assault  was  fully 
proved :  and  that  Whittam  must  give  se- 
cority  to  appear  at  the  next  session  for 
the  dty  of  London,  to  answer  such  in- 
£ctmei)t8  as  should  be  then  found  against 
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hini  for  the  assault  and  false  imprisonment, 
himself  in  forty  pounds,  and  two  securities 
in  twenty  pounds  each;  and  that  Miller 
was  to' be  bound  to  appear  and  make  out 
the  charge.  Mr.  Morris,  and  many  others 
present,  were  ready  to  be  bail  for  Whittam ; 
that  Whittam  was  very  much  frightened, 
and  was  ready  to  offer  bail ;  but  he  (Cle- 
mcntson)  insisted  he  should  not  give  bail. 
—The  lord  mayor  desired  it  might  be 
noticed,  that  bail  was  offered,  but  not  ac* 
cepted  by  Whittam. 

<<  Then  the  lord  mayor  directed  a  warrant 
to  be  made  out ;  and  the  person  who  had 
these  directions  he  saw  nil  up  what  he 
supposed  was  the  warrant;  and  the  lord 
mayor  declared,  it  was  a  warrant  for  com- 
mitting Whittam  to  the  Compter.^— That 
he  saw  the  lord  mayor  sign  that  paper- 
On  this,  Mr.  Morris  desired  the  other  two 
aldermen  mif^ht  sign  the  warrant,  as  well 
as  his  lordship,  else  it  might,  be  supposed, 
that  they  did  not^  concur  in  opinion  with 
his  lordship.-— The  lord  mayor  said,  he  did 
not  desire  any  body  else  to  sign  it,  though 
the  two  aldermen  declared  themselves 
ready  to  do  it ;  and  he  particularly  said 
to  alderman  Wilkes,  <  I  think  you  have 
enough  upon  your  hands  already.' — Tfaa 
warrant  however  was  directed  to  be  al- 
tered.by  the  clerk  into  the  plural  number  ; 
and  he  saw  that  paper  signed  by  the  other 
two  aldermen  Wilkes  and  01iver.*-That 
he  asked  the  lord  mayor  if  it  was  signed 
by  them  all ;  and  he  said,  it  was;  and  di- 
rections ,were  given  by  the  lord  mayor 
knd  Mr.  Wilkes  to  the  constable,  that  he 
(Whittam)  might  be  used  kindly  in  pri- 
son.—That  just  before  they  were  going 


him;  and  that  about  five  minutes  after- ^, to  take  him  away,  he  thought  that,  this 


being  a  commitment,  he  had  gone  far 
enough ;  and  then  he  offered  bail*— That 
the  lord  mayor  grew  warm  at  this,  and 
said,  that  he  found  that  this  proceeding 
meant  to  exaggerate  the  offence,  or  busi- 
ness, or  the  proceeding ;  he  could  not.  re- 
collect oxactly  the  word  he  made  use  of. 

**  That,  afler  this  was.  done,  he  came 
back  immediately  to  the  Speaker;,  and 
upon  his  relating  what  had  happened,  he 
desired  him  to  go  back  and  try  to  get  a 
copy  of  the  warrant  of  commitment. — The 
lora  mayor  said,  he  could  not  tell  where 
to  find  it  then,  every  body  being  gone 
away;  but  that  if  it  was  not  destroyed, 
being  now  of  no  use,  he.  should  have  a 
copy ;  but  that  I  knew  he  had  signed  it 
alone  first,  and  that  afterwards  alderman 
Wilkes  and  alderman  Oliver  desired  to 
sign  it  too;  and  that  he  and.aldenoaii 
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Oliver  shooldy  in  their  places  in  the  Hoase 
of  Commons,  admit  their  having  signed 
such  a  warrant ;  but  that  he  should  have 
a  copy  of  it  m  the  morning  if  it  could  be 
founcL— That  he  applied  again  on  Satur- 
day morning  to  the  lord  mayor  for  a  copy 
of  the  warrant ;  he  said,  he  could  not  yet 
find  it ;  that  some  of  them  had  taken  it 
away,  and  he  knew  not  where  it  was,  but 
that,  if  it  could  be  found,  Whittam  should 
have  a  copy  of  it;  that  it  did  not  signify, 
for  that  he  did  not  mean  to  deny  what  had 
been  done,  or  make  use  of  any  subter* 
Ibge ;  and  that  this  was  all  that  he  ( Cle« 
mention)  bad  done.^— That  he  did  not  go 
to  execute  the  warrant  himself;  and  that 
it  was  not  sealed." 

And  he  further  added  this  circumstance, 
'^  That  be  recollects,  when  the  lord  mayor 
bad  signed  the  mittimus,  and  he  the  de« 
puty  Serjeant  had  offered  bail,  the  lord 
ouiyor  frew  warm,  and  made  use  of  some 
expression,  that  he  should  not  take  bail 
then,  or  words  to  that  purpose;  saying, 
that  this  proceeding  meant  to  exaggerate 
the  ofience,  or  words  to  that  effect;  but 
lie  soon  afterwards  said,  he  must  take  bail. 

'<  That  he  endeavoured  to  serve  the 
order  of  the  House  qn  J.  Wh^Ie;  and 
went  on  Thursday  the  28th  February,  to 
his  (Wheble's)  shop,  and  enquired  for 
him,  and  the  servant  said,  he  was  not  at* 
home^  but  would  be  m  an  hour's  time ; 
that  he  called  asain,  and  received  the 
aame  answer  ^— that  he  called  agaiQ, 
smd  was  answered  by  a  lad  in  the  shop, 
who  said  he  was  an  apprentice,  that  he 
was  not  at  home,  being  gone  to  the 
Other  end  of  the  town;  and  that  his 
master  had  waited  all  the  day  before, 
expectine  him., — ^That  he  (Clemenuon) 
then  said,  that  he  would  call  again  in 
ftn  houri  and  bid  him  tell  his  master. — 
That  he  did  so;  and  was  told,  he 
(Wkeble)  had  been  in,  and  was  gone  out 
again ;  but  if  he  would  let  him  know 
where  he  (Clementson)  might  be  found, 
lie  would  wait  on  him.  'Diat  he  went 
to  a  ooffee-house,  and  waited;  then  called 
again,  and  was  told,  Wheble  was  ex- 
pected to  dinner  at  three  o'clock. — ^That 
Le  called  at  half  an  hour  past  three,  and 
was  told  Wheble  was  not  at  home,  but 
would  be  8oon.-*That  he  called  again  at 
four  and  five  o'clock,  and  received  the 
oaime  answers.— That  he  lefb  word,  he 
was  the  deputy  serieant  at  arms,  and  would 
be  there  agairi  at  half  an  hour  past  nine  in 
the  momine;  which  he  accoraingly  was, 
•ad  was  twd  by  th^  aame  person,  that 


Wheble  was  not  at  home,  but  said,  he  had 
delnrered  the  message  he  had  left  with  him, 
and  that  his  mastei^said,  he  was  very  sony 
he  was  obliged  to  go  out,  and  he  left  no 
word  when  ne  would  be  at  home«— That 
he  called  asain  at  eleven  o'clock,  and  he 
was  not  at  home ;  but  was  answered,  he 
might  be  in,  in  half  an  hour.  That  he 
went  again  on  Saturday  at  ten  o'clock, 
and  the  apprentice  said,  he  was  not  si 
home,  but  would  be  m  the  afternoon ;  sod 
said  it  with  a  smile,  as  if  laughing  at  my 
frequent  calling ;  and  said,  if  he  would 
leave  word  where  he  misht  be  found,  we 
will  send  you  word  when  be  is  at  l^ure«— 
That  he  (Clementson)  said,  he  would  be 
there  at  seven  o'clock,  which  he  accord- 
ingly was,  but  was  told,  he  (Wheble)  wai 
not  at  hon^e,  and  had  sent  for  his  linen,  sod 
therefore  was  not  expected  till  Monday. 

"  That  he  did  not  go  to  Thompson  tiQ 
Priday  the  first  of  March,  because  thera 
were  two  R.  Thompsons,  one  Richard,  the 
other  Robert.  That  he  found,  at  the 
Stamp-office,  that  Thompson  had  beeo 
summoned  before  the  commissioners  ts 
^ve  security,  and  said  his  name  was 
Kobert :  that  he  sent  a  messenger  to  en- 
quire in  the  neighbourhood,  and  foaod 
there  was  but  one:  that  he  went  to 
Thompson's  house,  and  was  toldby  anuio 
he  was  not  at  home,  nor  could  tell  wheo 
he  would  be,  or  whether  he  was  m  town; 
that  he  had  seen  him  two  or  three  dayi 
before;  that  nobody  knew  more  about 
Thompson  than  himself,  and  if  he  (Cle* 
mentson^  would  leave  a  message,  he  would 
deliver  it:  that  Williams  the  messenger 
then  said,  you  know  our  business;  to 
which  he  made  no  answer:  that  he 
went  again  at  eleven  o'clock ;  and  the 
servant  said,  Thompson  was  not  at  home ; 
for  he  had  not  seen  him,  and  nobody  knew 
better  than  he;  and  said,  that  if  he 
(Clementson)  had  business  with  Thooip* 
son,  it  was  usually  left  with  him  first,  and 
that  no  time  was  more  likely  to  meet  with 
him  than  that  day  or  to-morrow. 

**  That  he  (Clementson)  went  again  on 
Saturday ;  and  the  same  person  told  him 
Thompson  was  not  at  home,  but  would  be 
in  half  an  hour,  but  had  no  reason  for 
thinking  so :  that  he  went  twice  afterwards 
and  he  was  not  at  Jioroe,  nor  had  been, 
and  that  he  did  not  know  when  he  would 
be:  that  he  (Clementson)  said,  then  he 
will  not  see  me ;  and  received  for  answer, 
he  could  not  tell." 

And  he  farther  said,  «  That  there  had 
been  one  more  attempt  since,  to  exeoutf 
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the  wtfittits  on  Wbeble  and  Thompson; 
that  Mr.  Speaker  had  made  an  alteration 
in  the  direction  of  the  warrants,  by  insert- 
ing the  name  of  Wood  the  messenger  i 
that  Wood  took  .  the  warrant,  and  he 
foUowad  after,  toendeatrour 
le  and  Thompson ;  that  he 
waited  at  a  coffee-house  in 

leble's  neighbonrhood ;  that  Wood 
vent  sod  endeavoured  to  find  them,  but 
without  efecf.'' 

Your  Committee  then  proceeded  to 
euffljiie  Charles  Williakns,  the  messenger ; 
who  said,  <<  he  attended  the  serjeat&t,  in 
oideaTOoring  to  Serve  the  warrants  on 
Wbeble  and  Thompson,  on  Thursday  the 
28di  day  of  February :  that  be  went  Six 
or  seven  times  to  Wheble's  house ;  that 
he  did  not  find  him  at  home^  but  was 
told  he  wotild  be  at  hotne  soon*  That  he 
went  to  Thompson's  several  times,  and 
tecdved  the  same  sort  of  answers ;  that 
the  busioess  they  came  upon  was  laiown 
at  both  places ;  and  that  he  had  read  Mr. 
Ckmentson's  minutes  at  the  time,  which 
be  found  were  right'' 

The  Committee  then  proceeded  to  exa* 
ttine  Gtfy  Wood,  the  messenger;  who 
nid,  <<  He  had  the  Speaker's  warrant, 
about  the  tenth  or  eleventh  of  March,  to 
arrest  Thompson  and  Wheble ;  that  he 
received  it  from  the  deputy  serjeant ;  that 
liis  (Wood's)  name  was  inserted  in  the 
warrant;  that  he  went  with  One  Mr.  Lee  to 
Thompson's  housfe;  that  Lee  went  in  and 
enquired  for  Thompson ;  that  the^  had 
agreed,  that  if  Lee  staid  above  a  minute, 
he  (Wood)  was  to  come  in  after  him; 
bat  Lee,  not  finding  him  at  home,  came 
out  immediately.  That  they  went  from 
thence  to  Wheble's,  and  proceeded  in  the 
tame  manner.  Lee  went  in,  and  was  told 
Wheble  was  gone  into  the  country ;  they 
then  went  to  the  Green  Dragon  in  Fleet* 
ttreet,  where  Wheble's  evening  papers  are 
delivered,  and  stayed  some  time,  to  try  if 
they  could  see  him  come  after  his  papers, 
or  aboQt  his  business,  but  could  see  no- 
thing of  hSm ;  that  they  have  made  several 
enquiries  since,  and  can  hear  nothing  of 
him." 

Your  Committee  having  thus  stated  the 
ttidenee  of  the  facts  aad  circiunstances 
fehjlive  to  the  late  obstructions  to  the  exe'^ 
cQtion  of  ilie  orders  of  this  House,  as  it 
aipeared  before  them,,  proceedfed  to  the 
wver  part  olT  what  was  ^iven  them  in 
dttr|e;  namely,  *<  to  consider  what  far- 
Aer  proceedings  may  be  retiuisite  to  6iv- 
fccce  a  daa  abediaatfa  lo  the  orders  of  flia 
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House ;"  and,  in  order  io  form  their  judg* 
ment  upon  that  matter,  they  have  mhAn  * 
diligent  search  in  the  Journal^  to  see  what 
the  proceedbgs  of  the  House  have  been 
on  sunilar  occasions,  or,  if  no  cases  Itricttf 
anidogots  shoijdd  odeur^  at  leadt  to  de>- 
duce,  from  the  general  practice  of  •  th« 
House,  such  principles  of  parliamentarjr 
law  as  might  be  applicable  to  the  present 
matter  referred  to  their  emimderalioit. 

And  in  this  place  th#  Committ^  beg 
leaVe  to  observe,  that  it  appears  to  thcsn 
that  this  House  has,  from  the  terliflil 
tifties,  asserted  and  exercised  the  ppwat 
and  authority  of  sommoning  before  them 
any  commoner,  tod  of  conlpellinff  bis  9k^ 
tendance ;  and  that  thia  pdwer  and  aaitho* 
rity  has  ever  extended  as  well  to  the  oit^ 
of  London,  without  exoeption  on  aooottnt 
of  charters  from  the  erowni  or  ao^  pri< 
tence  of  separate  juriadiolion  (instaftcea 
of  which  appegr  in  the  casea  referred  fo  kk 
tne  margin)* as  to  eveiy  other  part  of  thi 
realm. 

And  that  the  Hoose  havo  6»«r  eonsi* 
dered  every  brankch  of  the  dvil  anCboriQr 
of  this  government  as  botind  (when  re* 
quired)  to  be  aiding  and  assisting  to  carr^ 
into  execution  the  warrants  and  orders  of 
this  House. 

In  order  to  lay  before  the  House  the  re* 
suit  of  their  enquiry  with  tolerable  brevity^ 
and  some  degree  of  method,  the  com- 
mittee have  reduced  under  three  general 
headi  the  obstructions  which  Inve  been 
given  at  different  times  to  the  orders  of 
the  House,  and  under  each  of  these 
heads  have  ranged  the  different  modes  in 
which  these  breaches  of  privileges  and 
contempts  have  been  offered;  and  then 
submit  to  the  consideration  of  the  Housi 

*  Ferrers'  ease,  ia  Cromptoe^  ib.  9  &  10.-<> 
SlsnmaD,  a£.6.  IH  vol.  p.  18.— Boawell^  t 
and  3  P.  and  M.  lSJi5.— Nov.  SO,  lit  vol.  p. 
44.^Corbet,  5  aad  6  P.  and  M.  1667,  Nef* 
10,  lat  vol.  p.  61.— Sixservaots  of  sir  H.  JoOc^ 
10  Feb.  1663, 1st  vol.  p.  66.— Wm.  iones,  29 
Oct.  8  £Ks.  1666,  ist  vol.  p.  76.— 8ir  J.  8hir* 
ley,  Mwcb  92,  1608,  lat  vol.  p.  169.— Sler- 
liog,  1666,  vol.  8,  p.  SS6.--4  Jme  1676,  VoL 
9,  p.  364,  **  U  is  Dota^raiasi  the  khm's  dignHy 
for  the  Hptne  of  Commons  lo  pukiisb,  by  kn* 
■risoMnent,  a  ooumoner  that  is  geikj  of  Vio* 
Uting  ihoir  privileges^  that  beinsr  aOcordinf  le 
the  batfWB  laws  aod  ettatem  of  pariiameot,  aad 
tfce  ri|;lil  of  Ibcir  privilt^  4tolanNl  bj  lbs 
king's  royal  predeeeasora  m  former  parlUiMt^ 
and  by  bimaelf  ia  thie."^!  April  1697,  vol.  11, 
p.  766,  MiQ  Muabury^S  Jul.  1708^  vol.  1l\ 
p.  269,  Tatcbiny  Bow,  and  Blag.«^af  Kla|^ 
1791,  vol.  Ii^,f.668<r^^ 
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the  sereral  methods  of  proceeding  which 
tfie  House  hath  opposed  to  these  offisnces, 
the  proofii  of  which  proceedings  appear  b^ 
cases  referred  to  im  the  margin  of  this 
Report. 

The  three  general  heads  of  breaches 
of  privilege,  and  contempts  of  this  Hquse 
are^  namely,  those  arising  from, 
First,  Evasion. 
.Secondly,  Force. 
Thirdly,  Colour  of  law. 

Offences  under  the  first  and  second  of 
these  heads  liave  been  committed — by  the 
absconding  of  the  parties  summoned — by 
open  .resistance  to  the  officers  of  'the 
House — ^and  by  riots  and  tumults — by  the 
refusal .  of  civil  ^  officers  to  assist  the  ser* 
jeants  or  messengers  of  this  House,  or  to 
release  persons  entitled  to  the  privilege  of 
this  House  when  detained  in  their  custody. 

It  appears  also  to  your  Committee,  as 
well  from  searching  the  Journals  of  this 
House,  as  from  other  authentic  evidence, 
that,  in  order  to  remedy  the  abuses,  and 
to  remove  the  obstructions  above  recited, 
this  House  has  proceeded  to  support  their 
privileges,  and  to  enforce  the  execution  of 
their  orders,  by  the  following  methods ; 
namely, 

1.  By  addressing  the  crown  to  issue 
proclamations  for  apprehending  those 
persons  who  thus  stood  in  contempt  of 
the  House.* 

2.  By  renewlnfi;  their  orders  against 
such  persons,  and  committing  them  in  a 
•ubsequent  session  of  parliament.f 


*  Sir  Giles  Mompesson,  28  Feb.  and  3  March 
1630,  vob  1,  p.  537.— WiDdebaDk,  Dec.   10, 

1640,  vol.  2,  p.  48.— Sir  Basil  Brook,  April  24, 

1641,  vol.  2,  p.  127.— Sir  John  Lloyd,  &c.  Jau. 
6,  1680,  vol.  9,  p.  702.— Brent,  Feb.  22, 1688. 
vol.  10,  p.  32.— Sir  Adam  Blair,  Jane  15, 1689, 
vol.  10,  p.  182.— Standish,  March  12,  1694, 
vol.  11,  p.  266.— Mackenzie,  vol.  11,  p.  486, 
— Grasoomb,  Nov.  30, 1696,  vol.  11,  p.  602.— 
Sora^zie,  April  11,  1700,  vol.  13«  p.  321.— 
Je0rey8,^ddy,  and  Clifton,  March  25  and  26, 
J701,  vol.  13,'  p.  427,  436,  487.— Colepeper 
and  others,  March  28,  April  2,  1702,  vol.  IS, 
p.  826.— Tutchin,  &c.  printers,  Feb.  14, 1703, 
▼ol.  14,  p.  336. — Rioters,  in  SacheverePs  case, 
March  2d,  4th,  and  6th,  1709,  vol.  16,  p.  343, 
846.— Rebels,  4  and  6  Feb.  17 15,  vol.  18,  p.S68. 
—Wilkinson,  9  June  and  4  July  1721,  vol.  19, 
p.  585.— Leverland,  6  March  1746,  vol.  25,  p. 
313.— A.  Murray,  26  Nov.  1751,  vol.  26,  p. 
809.— Reynolds,  11, 12,  15, 16,  and  18th  Feb. 
1768,  vol.  31,  p.  603,  606,  610,  612,  618. 

t  Harvey  and  Martin,  22  April  1713,  17tb 
vd.  p.  298.— Inglefield,  29  Jan.  1725,  20th 
Tol.  p.  549.— PhitliiMaod  Barnes,  22  Jan.  1733» 
22d  vol.  p.  210.— i;  Nuiray)  as  above,   , 
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3.  By  orders  to  mayors*  baSlifi,  and 
sherifis,  to  assist  the  Serjeant  or  messenger 
for  the  apprehending  of  such  persons;  or 
to  the  ^Serjeant  of  this  House,'  to  call  on 
the  sheri&  of  MiddleE^ex,  and  the  sheri& 
of  other  counties,  and  all  other  magistratei 
and  persons,  for  their  assistance.* 

4.  By  committing,  for  breach  of  privi- 
lege of  this  House,  those  officers  of  the 
peace  who^have  rtfttised  their  assistance  to 
the  Serjeant  of  this  House  when  so  called 
on,.f 

5.  By  imprisoning  those  who  refused 
to  release  persons  entitled  to  the  privi- 
lege of  this  House,  and  by  increasing  the 
severity  of  their  restraint,  according  to 
the  hature  of  the  offence,  and  in  conse- 
ouence  of  >  the  contumacy  of  the  of- 
reinder.:f    . 

With  regard  to  the  third  head— namely, 
breaches  of  privilege,  and  contempts  of 
this  House,  under  colour  and  pretence  of 
law  ;  it  appears  to  your  Committee^  that 
the  same  have  been  attempted,  by  dis- 
charging out  of  custody  persons  who  have 
been  committed  by  order  of  the  House : 

By  impleading,  in  the  courts  of  justice^ 
persons  entitled  to  the  prnrilege  of 
this  House,  in  the  cases  there  brought 
in  question. 

By  prosecutions,  before  the  said  courts, 
for  words  or  actions  spoken  or  done 
under  the  protection  of  this  House. 

By  accusations,  tending  to  call  in  Ques- 
tion, before  the  said  courts,  woras  or 
actions  so  spoken  or  done,  under 
false  or  pretended  denominations  of 
offences,  not  entitled  to  the  privilege 
of  this  House. 


It  appears  also  to  your  Committee,  in 
searchmg  the  Journals,  that  in  the  above 
recited'  instances  this  House  has  pro- 
ceeded, 

1.  By  taking  again  into  custody  persons 
discharged  without  order  of  the  House.^ 


•  Ratcliff,  14  Nov.  1640,  vol.  2,  p.  29.— Sir 
Basil  Brook,  Jan.  11  nnd  25,'  1641,  vol.  2,  p> 
371— Nahbs  and  Thompson.  21  l>ec  1660, 
vol.  8,  p.  222.— Dudley,  24  Jan.  1670,  vol.  % 
p.  193.— Topham,  4  June  1675,  P.  M.  vol.  9, 
p.  353. 

t  Hastings  and  Crook,  19  May  1675,  vol  9, 
p.  341.— Topham,  as  above.— Bly  the,  7  April 
1679,  vol.  9,  p.  587.— Owen,  28  March  1702t 
vol.  13,  p.  826. 

X  Ferrers Sir  T.  Shi^y  and  Stirling,  as 

above. 

§  Pemberton  and  others,  2  June  1675,  vol. 
9,  p.  351.— Duncomb,  Mareh'22,  1697,  vol. 
1S|  p.  174  i  when  the  House  Molted^  That  do 
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1  Bj  directing  Mr,  Speaker  to  write 
letters  to  the  justices  of  assize,  and  other 
jadges,  to  stay  proceedings.* 

3.  By  Resolutions  of  this  House,  that 
the  nuts  and  actions  commenced  and 
carried  on  in  these  cases  should  be  dis- 
cootinaed  and  annulled,  and  should  be 
deemed  Tiolations  of  the  privileges  of  this 
Hottse.f 

4. 67  committing  those  judges  who  hare 
proceeded  to  the  .trial  of,  or  pronounced 
seotenceupon^persons  entitled  to  the  privi- 
lege of  this  House,  for  words  or  actions 
rkeo  or  done  under  the  protection  of 
privilege  of  this  House.j: 

lour  Committee  have  selected  a  few 
caKs,  from  among  the  many  referred  to 
in  die  margin  of  this.  Report,  which,  from 
tbe  nature  of  their  circumstances,  or  the 
importance  of  the  doctrine  which  they 
iOusciatei  or  the  consequences  which  they 


person  committed  by  this  House  can,  during 
tbe  nroe  session,  be  discharged  by  any  other 
aotbority  whatsoever.  Charles  Duncooibe 
hirioj(beeD  committed  by  order  of  this  House, 
tod  afterwards  discbarged  by  the  order  of  the 
HuuseofLurds,  without  the  consent  of  this 
fioose ;  it  was  resolved.  That  the  said  Charles 
DuDcofflbe  be  taken  into  the  custody  of  the 
Berjeaot  at  arms  attendint^  this  House. 

*  StficUtod,  19  March  1605,  vol.  1,  p.  S87. 
Polls,  2  Feb.  1606,  vol.  1,  p.  331.— Harrison, 
}6aDd  V  Feb.  1606,  for  stay  of  trial,  as  in 
oiherlike  cases  has  been  osnaC  vol.  1,  p.  343, 
343.  Sir  R.  Garqrrave,  Sir  W.  King^swell, 
tidm  dieet  ibco.-^Bood,  Feb.  28,  1606,  vol. 
l,p.d46.'-HyanQ,  5  March  1606,  ?ol.  1,  p. 
549.-PowleU,  5  May  1607,  vol.  1,  p.  369  — 
BuUingbam,  13  May  1607,  vol.  1.  p.  373.— 
Bowes,  20  May  1607,  vol.  1,  p.  375.— Joho- 
HH).  10  June  1607,  vol.  i,  p.  381.— Stone^  30 
Jone  leor.vol.l,  p.  386.— Pelham,  8  May  1610, 
roi.  1,  p.  433.— Sanders,  18  and  iSl  May  1610, 
^  1,  p.  499.^**  General  motion  about  letters 
lobe  written  to  the  justices  of  assize,  referred 
lothe  committee  of  privileges,  report  this  reso- 
^9tm:  Resolved,  That  the  former  course  of 
^ritio^  letters  to  the  justices  of  assize,  accord- 
io^to  precedents ;  and,  if  required,  a  warrant 
f<»r  iobibition  to  the  party,'*  3  March  1630, 
^oi.  1,  p.  537.— Lord  Bulkley,  38  April  1691, 
'o».  10,  p.  637. 

t  Sir  Robert  Howard,  17  Feb.  1635,  vol.  1, 
P  820.~Sir  William  Williams,  7  Feb.  1688, 
*^'  10.  p.  31,  146,  and  815.  Hollis  and. 
•«n,  6  July  1641,  vol.  3,  p.  303  and  303.— 
^ivaadTophani,  4  June  1689,  vol.  10,  p.  64, 
|10,2l3.and2S7— Elford,  13  and  14  April 
^1^  fol.  18,  p.  430 ;  and  on  the  16th  April 
*«*•  clerk  of4he  peace  was  ordered  to  erase  the 
"»«e  at  ibe  table. 

J  Case  of  the  five  members,  18  Jan.  1641, 
^'^p.d77.^ay«aBd  Toph»ai,  aiabove. 


produced,  seemed  to  your  Cominittee  fit 
to  be  more  fully  stated  than  the  margin 
would  admit ;  and  are  therefore  added  as 
an  Appendix  to  this  Report. 

'Your  Cornmittee  beg  leave  to  observe^ 
that,'  in  the  diligent  search  they  have 
made  in  the  Journals,  they  have  not  been 
able  to  find  an  instance,  that  any  court  or 
magistrate  has  presumed  to  commit,  dur- 
ing the  sitting  of  parliament,  an  officer  oF 
the  House,  for  executing  the  orders  of  the 
House. 

They  farther  beg  leave  %o  observe,  that 
they  have  not  been  able  to  find,  that  there 
has  ever  been  an  instance,  wherein  d)i» 
House  has  suffered  any  person,  committed 
by  order  of  this  Hou§e,  to  be  discharged, 
during  the  same  session,  by  any  other  au*- 
thority  whatsoever,  without  again  com- 
mitting such  person. 

And  therefore,  with  regard  to  J.  MiUer, 
who  was  delivered  from  the  custody  of  the 
messenger  by  the  lord  mayor,  who  for  the 
said  ofience  is  now  under  the  censure  of 
the  House ;  as  it  appears  to  your  Com* 
mittee,  that  it  highly  Concerns  the  dignity 
and  power  of  the  House,  to  maintain  it» 
authority  in'this  instance,  by  re-taking 
the  said  J.  Miller — ^the  Committee  re- 
commend to  the  consideration  of  the 
House, 

Whether  it  may  not  be  expedient,  that 
the  House  should  order,  Thift  the  said  J. 
Miller  be  taken  into  the  custody  of  the 
Serjeant  at  Arms  attending  this  House. 

And  that  the  Serjeant  at  Ahns,  his  de- 
puty or  deputies,  be  strictly  enj9ined  to 
call  upon  tne  magistrates,  officers  of  the , 
peace,  and  other  persons,  who,  by  the 
terms  of  the  Speaker's  warrant,  are  re- 
quired to  be  aiding  and  assisting  to  hint  in 
the  execution  thereof,  for  such  assistance 
as  the  said  Seijeant,  his  deputy  or  deputies, 
shall  find  necessary  to  enable  him  or 
them  to  take  into  custody  the  said  J. 
MiUer.   .  -  , 

APPENDIX. 

Crompton  on  Jurisdiction  of  Courts, 
Fo.  9,  10. 

<«  In  the  34th  of  Henry  the  8th,  one 
George  Ferrers^  a  burgess  for  the  town  of 
Plymouth,  was  arrested  in  London,  by  a , 
process  out  of  the  King's-bench,  at  the 
suit  of  one  White ;  of  whioh  (he  House 
bein^;  informed,  ordered  the  Serjeant  to 
repair  to  the  Compter  in  Bread-street, 
whither  the  said  Ferrers  was  carried,  and 
there  to  demand  the  delivery  of  the  priso- 
ner..  The  Serjeant  went  to  the  Compter, 
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and  declared  to  the  clerks  Uiere»  what  he 
liad  in  commandment ;  but  the  derka  and 
other  officers  of  the  city,  after  many  high 
words,  forcibly  resisted  the  serjeant. 
Whereupon  ensued  a  fray,  in  whidi  the 
Serjeant's  man  was  knocked  down,  and  the 
aeijeant  was  driven  to  defend  himself  with 
his  mace  of  arms.  During  this  fray,  the 
flherifi  of  London,  called  Rowland  Hill, 
ind  H.  Buckley,  came  thither,  to  whom 
the  Serjeant  complained  of  this  injury,  and 
required  of  them  the  delivery  of  we  priso- 
ner ;  but  th6y  took  part  with  their  omcers, 
and  gave  no  attention  to  his  com|daint, 
and  contemptuously  refused  to  deliver  the 

frisoner.  The  seneant  returned  to  the 
louse,  and  made  his  report  of  the  above 
transaction ;  who  thereupon  would  sit  no 
longer  without  their  burgess,  but  rose  and 

attired  to  the  upper  House,  where  the 
ole  case  was  declared  by  the  mouth  of 
the  Speaker,  before  the  lord  chancellor, 
and  all  the  lords  and  judges  there  assem- 
bled, who,  judging  the  contempt  to  be  very 
great,  referred  t£e  punishment  thereof  to 
uie  order  of  the  House  of  Commons ;  who 
bdng  returned  to  their  House,  ordered 
the  Serjeant  to  repair  immediately  to  the 
sherib  of  London,  and  to  require,  the  de» 
Kvery  of  the  prisoner,  without  any  writ  or 
warrant,  though  the  lord  chancellor  offered 
to  grant  a  writ,  which  the  House  of  Com- 
mons refused,  being  clearly  of  opinion, 
that  all  commands,  and  other  acts  proceed- 
ing from  their  House,  were  to  be  done  and 
executed  by  their  seijeant,  without  writ, 
only  by  shew  of  his  mace,^  which  was  his 
warrant.  The  sherifis,  upon  this  second 
demand,  delivered  the  prisoner :  but  the 
Serjeant,  in  pursuance  of  nis  orders,  charged 
the  said  sheriffii  to  appear  before  the 
House  the  following  day,  by  eight  of  the 
dock  in  the  morning,  and  to  bring  thither 
the  derks  o(^  the  Compter,  and  such  other 
of  their  officers  as  were  parties  to  the  fray. 
The  Serjeant  had  also  orders  to  take  mto 
custody  the  said  White,  who  had  procured 
the  said  arrest,  in  contempt  of  the  privi- 
lege of  parliament.  The  sheriffs,  on  the 
•  next  day,  with  one  of  die  derks  of  the 
Compter,  who  was  the  diiif  occasion  of 
ibe  my,  together  with  the  said  White, 
tt>peared  brfore  the  House;  where  the 
Speaker  charp;ing  them  wiUi  thehr  con- 
tempt and  misdemeanour  aforesaidi  they 
were  compelled  to  make  immediate  answer, 
without  being- admitted  to  any  counsel, 
although  sir  Robert  Cholmley  then  recorder 
of  London,  and  other  the  counsel  of  the 
dtf  there  pttsent,  oflerod  to  speak  in  the 


cause,  whidi  were  all  put  to  silence,  snd 
none  suffisred  to  speak  but  the  paitici 
themselves:  whereupon,  in  conclusioD, 
the  said  sherift  and  White  were  commh- 
ted  to  the  Tower  of  London;  and  the  Mid 
derk,  who  was  the  occasion  of  the  fray,  to 
a  place  there  called  Littiie  Ease,  and 
the  officers  of  London  call  Taylor,  with 
four  other  officers,  who  had  arrested  Fer- 
rers, w6re  committed  to  Newgate. 

"  The  king,  beingbformetf  of  thispro* 
ceeding,  called  before  him  the  Lord  Cnan- 
cellor  of  England,  and'  the  Judges,  with 
the  Sj^eaker,  and  many  others  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  to  whom  he  declared 
his  opinion  to  this  e£kct :  he  commended 
their  wis&om  in  maintaining  the  privilegei 
of  their  House ;  he,  among  other  things; 
further  declared,  that  he  was  informed  bj 
his  jud^s,  that  he  at  no  time  stood  to 
higUy  m  his  estate*  royal,  as  in  the  tine 
of  parliament,  when  he  as  head,  and  they 
as  members,  are  conjoined  and  knit  toge- 
ther, into  one  body  politic ;  so  as  whatso- 
ever offence  or  injury,  during  that  timet  ii 
offered  to  the  meanest  member  of  the 
House,  is  to  be  judeed  as  done  against  his 
royal  person,  and  the  whole  court  of  par- 
liainent ;  which  prerogative  of  the  court 
is  so  great  (as  his  learned  counsel  inform 
him)  that  all  acts  and  processes  coming 
out  of  any  other  inferior  courts,  must  for 
the  time  cease,  and  give  place  to  the 
highest. 

*«  Whereupon  sir  Edward  Montagu, 
then  lord  chief  justice,  declared  his  opinioo» 
confirming  b^  divers  reasons  what  tbe| 
king  had  said;  which  was  assented  to 
by  all  the  rest,  none  speaking  to  the  con- 
trary," 

This  case  is  also  referred  to  by  sir  Ro» 
bert  Atkyns,  in  his  tract  on  the  Poweri 
Jurisdiction,  and  Privilege  of  Parliamesli 
and  in  Dyer's  Reports. 

Sir  Robert  Howard's  Cask,  11 
Feb.  1625*    Vol.  1,  p.  820. 


**  Motion  made,  where  sir 
Howard,  during  privilege  of  parliamen^ 
was  excommunicated  for  not  taking  tb^ 
oadi  ex  qgkia,  \ 

<*  Resolved,  upon  question,  to  refer  um 
to  the  examinatioh  ot  a  select  oommitts^ 
Mr.  Selden  and  others. 

«*  This  committee  to  take  consideratW 
of  the  restraint  and  excommunicatioo  J 
sir  Robert  Howard ;  and  to  make  thfl 
Report  to  the  House  of  their  proceedio^ 
and  opinions  therein^"  p.  821. 

Maadfe  21/ p.  889.    •<  Mr.  Seldea  it 
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ports  from  the  oommitteei  That  tir  Robert 
itood  pnvileged  by  the  Homei  when  these 
proceedings  were  had  a^iiost  him«*— That 
apon  his  appearance  b^ore  the  court,  an 
oith  was  tendered  him,  to  answer  things 
objected  against  him  ;  he  answered,  he 
was  A  burgess  of  parliament.    They  presa* 
ing  him  notwithstanding  to  answer,  they 
at  l^gth  committed  him  close  prisoner  to 
the  Ffeet.    Having  laid  two  days,  he  pe- 
titiooed  the  lord  keeper  for  a  corpus  cum 
coaaa;  and  apon  .Mr.  Bembow's  certifi- 
cate diat  he  was  a  parliament  man,  the 
lord  keeper  enlarged  him  by  the  10th  of 
MMu-That  day  the  court  of  high  com- 
BiiiBOQ  pressed  him  again  to  answer ;  he 
dsoned  the  privilege  of  parliament  again ; 
t^j  (the  piariiament  approaching)  gave 
iiim time  ot  deliberation.    On  the  15Ui<^ 
March  the  parliament  sat  and  adjourned. 
On  the  17tb  of  March  they  called  him 
again;  when  he  brought  them  the  copy 
^  the  indenture  of  return  under  Bern- 
bow'shaad,  and  the  copy  of  the  Habeas 
Corpus  upon  which  he  had  been  delivered. 
That,  he  being  again  pressed  to  answer, 
and  he  claiming^  privilege  as  before,  they, 
because  he  shewed  no  record  to  prove 
him  a  parUament  man,  pronounced  him 
(m|iiffuur,  and  excommunicated  him  ;  or- 
dering him  further,  he  should,  before  the 
19th  of  March,  attend  one  of  the  coramif* 
nooeri,  and  be  bound  in  3,(KXtf.  to  appear 
the  Wednesday  after,  and  stand  to  the 
order  of  the  court. 

^  Resolved,'  upon  question,  that  sir  Ro« 
^  Howard  ought  to  have  had  privilege 
of  parliament,  nem.  con. 

**  Secondly,  Resolved,  upon  question, 
tbt  sir  Robert  Howard  claimed  his  privi- 
^e  of  paiiiament  in  due  manner,  nem* 
con. 

^Resolved,  upon  question,  that  a  day 
^  ttsigned  to  the  members  of  our  House, 
^  those  other  which  are  commoners,  to 
i&swer  in  the  House  their  proceedings 
agunat  sir  Robert  Howard.  This  to  be 
foe  npon  Friday  next,  nine  o'clock. 

'^  Those  of  our  own  members  to  be 
^^  acquainted  with  the  day;  for  the 
^^  commoners,  a  warrant  shall  isauel 
^r  Mr.  Speaker's  hand,  for  their  ap- 
P««nce  that  day." 

SdMay,  p.  854,  "  Sir  John  Hay  ward 
Uled  in  about  air  Robert  Howard's  busi- 
^  and  interrogated  by  Mr.  Speaker, 

"*  ^>  Pope  dialled  in,  and  interrogated. 
.  **  Mr.  Mottersey,  the  register,  called 
tHandiatetrogaited. 


<«  Upon  question,  all  the  proceedings  ift 
the  high  commission  court  against  sir  Ro« 
bert  Howard,  from  the  1st  of  February, 
22  James,  at  which  time  he  ought  to  hav# 
had  his  privilege  of  parliament,  declared  to 
be  void,  and  ought  to  be  vacated  atod  an* 
nihilated. 

''  Secondly,  upon  question,  whether  a 
letter  to.  be  written,  by  Mr.  Speaker,  to 
the  lord  of  Canterbunr  and  the  reat  of  the 
lords^  and  others  of  the  high  commis* 
sioners,  for  annulling  of  the  sSd  proceed« 
ings?  the  House  divided*  Carri^fortbe 
negative. 

<*  Upon  question,  air  Jdin  Hayward^ 
Dr.  Pope,  and  the  Regbter  called  in ;  and 
the  effect  of  the  said  order  declared  to 
them  by  Mr.  Speaker;  and  that  the 
House  expecteth  it  to  be  done,  and  to 
hear  by  Monday  next  that  this  be  done; 
and  in  the  mean  time,  the  House  will  re<* 
spite  any  resolution  concerning  them<« 
selves ;  and  that  they  attend  the  House 
again  on  Monday  morning  :  and  the  like 
notice  to  be  given  to  Mr.  Comptroller  and 
sir  H.  Martyn,  by  the  seijeant :  all  which 
was  done  by  Mr.  Speaker  accordingly.'* 

10  June,  p.  869.  **  Sir  George  More 
ioformeth  the  House,  that  he  was  preaeni 
at  a  high  commission  court,  where  seven 
bishops  present;, and  knoweth,  that  then 
all  tne  proceedings  against  sir  Rdbterl 
Howard,  from  the  1st  of  February,  29 
Jac.  were  frustrated  and  made  void.  And 
sir  H.  Martyn  affirmed,  that  the  order  of 
the  House  there  read  and  allowed ;  and 
all  ordered  to  be  done  there  accordingly. 

•  ^  Tuesday  next,  for  full  satisfaction  to 
be  given  to  this  House,  of  the  performance 
of  the  order  concerning  sir  It.  Howard.'* 

On  the  15th  June,  the  parliament  was 
dissolved. 

1661, 18  December,  voL  8,  p.  SSS. 
Casb  of  Sterling. 

*<  Upon  information  given  to  this 
House,  that  alderman  —  Sterling,  one 
of  the  sherifi  of  London,  being  served 
with  an  o^er,  signed  by  Mr.  Speaker^  to 
discharge  James  Xyde*  menial  servant  to 
sir  Henry  Herbert  (iiriio  was  arrested  and 
imprisoned  in  the  roultry-compter)  out 
of  prison ;  .the  said  sheriff  refused  to  obey 
the  said  order,  or  discharge  the  said  Lyda; 
but  put  the  order  up  in  his  pocket,  atid 
said,  he  would  answer  it  to  the  Speaker  in 
the  House. 

<<  Resolved,  That  the  said  sheriff  Ster* 
ling  be  forthwith  this  morning  sent  for,  ici^ 
custody  of  the  serjeaot  at  arms,  to  thia^ 
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House,  to  answer  his  misdemeanor  and 
breach  of  privilege." 

Dec  19.  '*  Jlesolved,  That  sheriff  Ster- 
ling  be  called  to  the  bar  of  this  House ; 
and  shall,  upon  his  knees,  receive  the  re- 
prehension of  Mr.  Speaker,  for  his  con- 
tempt and  breach  of  the  order  of  this 
House ;  and  that  he  be  contmued  in  the 
custody  of  the  serjeant  at  arms,  till  he  do 
cause  Lyde,  servant  to  sir  Henry  Herbert, 
to  be  released  out  of  prison,  without  any 
fees  or  charges. 

**  The  sheriff  being  called  in,  and  kneel- 
ing at  the  bar,  Mr.  Speaker  gave  him  a 
grave  reprehension;  and  told  him,  that 
some  sherifts  of  London,  for  a  less  offence, 
had  been  sent  to  the  Tower ;  but,  in  re- 
gard of  his  loyal  affections  to  his  Majesty, 
the  House  was  pleased  to  remit  his  of- 
fence^  upon  the  enlargement  of  the  pri- 
soner :  but  that  he  should  remain  in  the 
Serjeant's  custody  until  the  prisoner  was 
released,  as  aforesaid'' 

4  June  1675,  P.  M.  Vol.  9.  p.  85S. 
**  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Speaker  do  issue 
out  a  warrant  to  John  Topham,  esq.  Ser- 
jeant at  arms  now  attendmg  Uiis  House, 
to  authorize  and  require  him,  that,  if  any 
person  or  persons  shall  attempt  or  go  about 
to  arrest,  imprison,  or  detain  him  from 
executing  his  office,  or  from  his  attend- 
ance upon  this  House,  to  apj^rehend  such 
persons,  and  bring  them  in  custody  to  an- 
swer thejr  breach  of  privilege  ;  and  to  re- 
quire and  authorize  all  persons  to  be  aid- 
ing and  assisting  to  him  therein.'' 

4th  June  1689,  vol.  10,  p.  164.  "A 
Petition  of  John  Topham,  esquire,  was 
read;  setting  forth.  That  he,  bemg  a  Ser- 
jeant at  arms,'  and  attending  the  House, 
in  the  year  1679  and  1680,  when  several 
orders  were  made  and  directed  to  the  pe- 
titioner, for  the  taking  into  his  custody 
the  several  persons  of  sir  Charles  Neal, 
&c.  &C.  and  others,  for  several  misde- 
meanors by  them  committed,  in  breach  of 
the  privilege  of  the  House ;  and  after  that 
the  Commons  were  dissolved,  the  said 
persons,  being  resolved  to  ruin  the  peti- 
tioner, did,  in  Hilary  Term,  the  33d  or 
34rth  of  king  Charles  ,  sue  the  peti- 

tioner in  the  King's-bench,  in  several  ac- 
tions of  trespass,  battery,  and  false  impri- 
sonment, for  taking  and  detaining  them  as 
aforesaid ;  to  which  actions  the  petitioner 
pleaded  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court  the 
said  several  orders ;  but  such  his  plea  was 
over- ruled ;  the  then  judges^ruling  the  pe- 
titioner to  plead  in  chi6f,  and  thereupon 
be  pleaded  the  orders  in  bar  to  the  ac- 
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tions ;  notwithstanding  which  plea  and 
orders,  the  then  judges  gave  judgment 
against  him,  &c.'' 

5th  July,  p.  209.  '<  Colonel  Birch  re- 
ports from  the  committee  of  privileges  and 
elections,  to  whom  the  petition  of  J.  Top- 
ham  was  referred,  &c. 

**  Whereupon  the  House  resolved.  That 
this  House  doth  agree  with  the  committee, 
That  the  judgment  given  by  the  court  of 
King's-bench,'  in  Easter  term,  34!>  Car.  % 
regis^  upon  the  plea  of  John  Topham,  at 
the  suit  of  John  Jay,  to  the  jurisdiction  of 
that  court ;  and  also  the  judgments  given 
against  the  said  Mr.  Topham,  at  the  suit 
o^  Samuel  Verdon,  &jc«  are  illegal,  and  a 
violation  of  the  privileges  of  parliament, 
and  pernicious  to  the  rights  of  parlia- 
ment. 

.  "  Ordered,  That  sir  Francis  Pemberton, 
sir  Thodias  Jones,  and  sir  Francis  Wy- 
thens,  do  attend  this  House,  on  Wednes- 
day morning  next." 

19  July,  p.  227.  "  Sir  Francis  Pember- 
ton and  sir  Thomas  Jones  attending,  were 
called  in  ;  and  having  been  heard  ia  their 
defence,  were  committed  to  the  serjeant 
at  arms,  for  their  breach  of  the  privileges 
of  this  House,  by  giving  judgment  to  over- 
rule the  plea  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
court  of  King's-bench,  in  the  case  between 
Jay  and  Topham." 

The  Case  of  sir  William  Williams  ;* 
against  whom,  after  the  dissolution  of  the 
parliament  held  at  Oxford,  an  informatioal 
was  brought,  by  the  attorney  general,  in 
the  King's-bench,  in  Trin.  term,  36  Car., 
2,  for  a  misdemeanor,  for  having  printed! 
the  information  against  Thomas  Danger-; 
field,  which  he  had  ordered  to  be  printed,! 
when  he  was  Speaker,  by  order  of  the 
House.  Judgment  passed  asainst  him  oii 
this  information  in  the  second  year  of  kin^ 
James  the  second. — This  proceeding  th^ 
Convention  parliament  deemed  so  great  a 
grievance,  and  so  high  an  infringement  oj 
the  rights  of  parliament,  that  it  appears.  t<i 
your  Committee  to  be  the  principal,  if  no^ 
the  sole,  objedt  of  the  first  part  of  tli^ 
eighth  head  of  the  means  used  by  kind 
James  to  subvert  the  laws  and  liberties  o 
this  kingdom,  as  set  forth  in  the  Declara^ 
tion-  of  the  two  Houses;  which  will  a^ 
pear  evident  from  the  account  given  in  tl^i 
Journal,  8th  Feb.  1688,  of  the  forming  o 
that  Declaration,  the  eighth  head  of  wbiG] 
was  at  first  conceived  in  these  words ;  via 
«  By  causing  informations  to  be  brougl^ 


*  See  HoweH'sState Trials,  vol.  IS,  p.  13^1 
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aod  profecuted'  id  the  court  of  King's- 
bencb,  for  matters  and  causesr  cognizable 
on]jin  parliament;  and  bj  divers  other 
arbitrary  and  illegal  courses." 

11  February,  IGlSS,  "  To  this  article 
the  Lords  disagreed ;  and  gave  for  a  rea- 
fiOD,  because  they  do  not  fully  apprehend 
vhatis  meant  by  it,  nor  what  instances 
there  have  been  of  it ;  which  therefore 
thej  desire  may  be  explained,  if  the  House' 
fihall  think  fit  to  insist  further  on  it.'' 

12  February  1688.  ^  ''  The  House  dis- 
a^  with  the  Lords  in  their  amendment 
rfleaving  out  the  eighth  article.  But  in  re- 
fect of  the  liberty  given  by  tbe  Lords  in 
oplaining  that  matter ; 

*'  Resolved,  That  the  words  do  stand  in 
th»  manner :  By  prosecutions  in  the  court 
of  King's  bench  for  matters  and  causes  cog- 
nizable only  in  parliament,  and  by  divers 
other  arbitrary  and  illegal  courses." 

By  which  Amendment,  your.  Commit  tee 
observes,  that  the  House  adapted  the  ar- 
ticle more  correctly  to  the  case  they  had 
inWew;forthe  information  was  filed  in 
Ung  Charles  the  second's  time;  but  the 
prosecation  was  carried  on,  and  judgment 
obtained,  in  the  second  year  of  king 
James. 

That  tbe  meaning  of  the  House  should 
he^made  more  evident  to  the  Lords ;  the 
House  ordered,  **  That  sir  William  Wil- 
liams  be  added  to  the  managers  of  the 
conference;"  and  sir  W.  Williams  the 
same  day  reports  the  conference  with  the 
Lords;  and  ^  That  their  lordships  had 
adopted  the  article  in  the  words  as  amend- 
ed by  the  Commons."  And  corresponding 
to  this  article  of  grievance  is  the  assertion 
of  the  right  of  the  subject,  in  the  ninth 
article  of  the  declaratory  part  of  the  B'lll 
of  RighU;  viz.  «  That  the  freedom  of 
debates  or  proceedings  in  parliament  ought 
not  to  be  impeached  or  questioned  in  any 
court  or  place  out  of  parliament." 

To  which  nlay  be  added,  the  latter  part 
of  the  sixth  Resolution  of  the  exceptions 
to  be  made  in  the  Bill  of  Indemnity,  Jour- 
Hvol  10,  p.  146,  wherein,  after  reciting 
the  surrender  of  charters,  and  the  violating 
tbe  rights  &od  freedoms' of  elections,  &c.  it 
poceeds  in  these  words :  «  And  the  ques- 
tioning the  proceedings  of  parliament,  out 
^  parliament,  by  declarations,  informa* 
twns,  or  otherwise,  are  crimes  for  which 
5»e  persons  may  be  justly  excepted  out 
"the  Bill  of  Indemnity." 

On  the  11th  of  June  1689,  p.  177. 

The  House  ordered,  That  the  records 
w  the  court  of  King's-bench,  relating  to 
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the  proceedings  agaipst  William  Williams, 
esq.  now  sir  W.  Williams,,  knight  and  ba- 
ronet, late  Speaker  of  this  House,  be 
brought  into  this  House,  by  the  Gustos 
BreviMm  of  the  said  court,  on  Thursday 
morning  next." 

On  the  12th  of  July,  p.  215,  «  The 
record  was  read;  and  the  Hoiise  there- 
upon resolved,  That  the  judgment  given  in 
the  court  of  King's-bench,  in  Easter  term, 
2  Jac.  2,  against  William  Williams,  esq. 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons,  in  the 
parliament  held  at  Westminster,  25  Octo- 
ber 32  Car.  2,  for  matters  done  by  order 
of  the  House  of  Commons,  and  as  Speaker 
thereof,  is  an  illegal  judgment,  and  against 
the  freedom  of  parliament. 

•<  Resolved,  That  a  Bill  be  brought  in^ 
to  reverse  the  said  judgment." 

This  Bill  was  twice  read ;  but  went  no 
further  in  that  session. 

1691,  28  April,  vol.  IQ,  p.  537.  •'  A 
complaint  being  made  to  the  House,  that 
Samuel  Hughes  and  William  Phllipps, 
esquires,  Walter  Thomboroogh,  an  attor- 
ney at  law,  and  Francis  Meare,  had,  by  a 
prosecution  at  law,  in  the  last  great  session 
for  the  county  of  Pembroke,  endeavoured 
to  turn  Richard  viscount  Bulkeley.  of  the 
kingdom  of  Ireland,  a. member  of  this 
House,  out  of  the  possession  of  part  of  his 
estate ; 

<<  Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  Mr. 
Speaker,  &c. 

*'  Ordered,  That  Mr*  Speaker  do  write 
a  letter  to  the  prothonotary  that  be  do 
not  make  out,  and  to  the  sheriff  of  the 
county  of  Pembroke  that  he  do  not  exe- 
cute any  writ,  whereby  the  lord  Bulke- 
ley's  possession  may  be  disturbed,  until 
Mr.  Speaker  shall  have  examined  and  re- 
ported the  matter  to  the  House,  and  this 
House  take  further  order  therein." 

1716,  April  13,  14,  16,  vol.  18,  p.  420. 
*'  The,  House  being  acquainted  that  Jona- 
than Elford,  esq.  a  member  of  this  House, 
has  been  summoned^  by  John  Metcalf  and 
Alexander  Ward,  esquires,  two  justices  of 
the  peace  for  the  county  of  Middlesex,  to 
appear  before  them,  to  take  the  oaths  ap- 
pointed by  the  late  act  of  parliament ; 
which  summons  was  delivered  in  at  the 
clerk's  table,  and  read : 

«  Ordered,  that  John  Metcalf  and 
Alexander  Ward,  esquires,  do  attend  this 
House  to-morrow  morning." 

April  14.    <<  Were  called  in:  they  ac- 
knowledge they  did  bsue  a  warrant  for 
Mr.  Elford  to  come  and  take  the  oaths ; 
but  that  they  did  not  know  he  was  a  mcm- 
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ber  of  the  House, .  until  they  had  made  a 
return  into  tjie  duarter  sessions* 

«*  Ordered,  ^'f)vit  ^the  ^lerk  of  the  peace 
for  the  county  <]^  Micldlesex  do  attend,^ 
upon  IS^dnaay  morning  next,  wltli  the  re- 
turn, &c,"        f  ,,'  i i  . 

April  16.  *'  Ordered|  netn.  con.  That  the 
^eputy.cler^  of  tne  peace  for  the  county 
of  Middlesex  be  called,  in,  and/  at  the 
iable,  erase  the  name  of  Jonathan  EUbrd, 
esq.  a  memper,  of  this  House,  oiit  of  the 
return  made  by  John  Metcalf  and  Alex- 
^  ander  Ward,  esquires,  two  of  the  justipes 
of  the  p^ace  for,  the  saia  county,  of  such 
persons,^  have  been  summoned  by  them 
to  take  the  oath^  and  who  haye  neglected 
and  refused  so  19  do, 

^*  And  Mr.  Ilardesty  was  called  in; 
and,,  at  th^  table,  erased  out  the  name  or 
Jonathan  Elfoird  accordingly. 
i  14  Nov.  1640, 2  vol.  p.  29.  «  Ordered, 
That  a  warrant  .shall  issue,  under  Mr. 
Speaker's  band,  to  all  mayors,  justices  of 
peace,  bailifik,  sbcrii&,  constaJbles,  and 
other  his  majesty's  officers  of  this  king- 
dom, requiring  them  tp  be  assistant  (0  the 
bearer  or  bearqrs  of  the  warrant  of  this 
House,  for  the  bringing,  in  safe  custody, 
tit  G*  RadcliiSe  to  this  House,  for  the  bet- 
ter and  more  effisctual  execution  of  his 
or  their  said  warrant." 

Jaquary  11th,  1641,  vol.  2,  p.  371. 
,"  Ordered,  That,  in  the  execution  of  the 
warrant  of,  this  House  for  the  apprehend- 
ing of  str  Bazil  Brooke,  the  Serjeant  at 
Arms  attending  this  House,  his  deputy  or 
deputies,  do  require  the  assistance  of  all 
aherifi^usticefl  of  peace,  constables,  and 
oUier  officers,  for  the  apprehending  of  the 
said  sir  Bazil  Brooke ;  and  to  use  all  pos- 
sible diligence  herein." 

21  Decenab^r  1660,  vol.  8,  p.  222. 
**  This  House  having  formerly  issued  an 
order  for  the  Serjeant  at  Arms,  &c.  to 
send  for  in  custody  William  Nabbs  ^nd 
Mr.  Maurice  Tompson,  for  violating  the 
p^vilege  of  this  House,  in  the  case  of  sir 
Francis  Lawley ;  and  being  informed  that 
the  said  Nabbs  withdraws  himself;  and 
that  the  Serjefint's  deputies  who  had  in 
charge  the  wi^rrant  as^to  Mr.  Tompson, 
were  denied  admittance  to  him  ;  and  that 
lighting'  and  contemptuous  words, were 
given  touching  the  warrant ;  the  said  de- 
puties were  called  |n  to  the  bar  of  this 
flouse,  ^nd  examined ;  viz.  Walter  Curtis, 
and  Simon  Lowen. 

*«  Resolvedt  That  Mr.  ^laurice  Torop. 
•pn  be  sent  for,  in  custody,  as  .a  delin- 
quent; and  that  the  Serjeant  at  Arms  be 
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empowered  to  break  open  Mr.  Tomoson's 
house  in  case  of  resistance,  and  also  to 
bring  in  custody  all  such  as^shsUl  tnake 
opposition  therein ;  and  ^e  is  to  call  to  his 
assistance  the  sheritf  of  Middlesex,  and  all 
other  officers  as  he  shall  see  cape,  who 
are  required  to  assist  him  accoraingly." 

January  24,  1670,  vol.  9,  p.  ISiS;  "  In- 
formation being  given  of  a  very  high  con- 
tempt and  misdemeanor  comixiitted  against 
the  House,,  by  assaulting  and  beating 
George  JOudley^  deputy  to  toe  Serjeant  at 
Arms,  apd  rescuing  out  of  his  custody 
Thomas  Persons,  ic.        \ 

<<  Which  misdemeanor  and  rescjpe,  tjie 
said  Dudley  did  testity,  was  continittedby 
Mr.  John  Cox,  under  sheriff  of  die  coun^ 
of  Gloucester,  apd  His  bailiff  ana  others. 

«  Resolved,  That  the  Serjeant  at  Arms 
attending  this  House,  or  such  'deputy  or 
deputies  as  he  shall  appoint  do  apprehend 
and  take  into  custody  Mr.  fjolio  Cox, 
under  sheriff  of  the  county  of  Gloucester, 
William  Forder,  Ac.  ACmJkc*^ 

"  And  the  high  sheriff  of.  the  county  of 
Gloucesteri  and  other  officers  concerned, 
^e  to  be  require4  by  w^ant  from  Mr. 
Speaker,  to  be  aiding  and  assisUn'g  in  the 
execution,  of  such  warrant." 

Vide  also — Topham,  as  before,  June  4| 
1675,  P.  M. 

26  February,  1701,  vol.  13,  J).  767. 
«  Resolved,  That  to  assert  the  House  of 
Commons  have  no  power  of  cornmitraent, 
but  of  their  own  members,  tends  to  the 
subversion  of  the  constitution  of  the  House 
of  Commons.'' 

The  Report  being  read,  the  Horn 
burst  out  into  a  roar  of  laughter  at  the 
impotency  of  the  conclusion. 

Mr.  Bur/fe,  with  mfinite  hufnbur,  ridi- 
culed the  whole  proceeoing :  he  cpncludeti 
with  a  story  of  some  mice  who  liela  a  con- 
sultation what  to  do  with  a  cat  that  tor- 
mented them ;  they  voted  that  the  cat 
should  be  tied  qp,  to  prevent  her  depre- 
dations for  the  future,  but  unfortunately 
forgot  how  to  tie  her^  up.  This  was^"' 
present  situation ;  i.  filler  and  X,  Wilke* 
were  still  at  liberty;  /the  tomuiittee  aa- 
vise  us  to  tfike  up  J.  Miller,  but  unfortu- 
nately forgot  to  tell  us  how  we  can  foUow 
their  advice.  . 

Mr.  mUworth/mi  ludicrous  mff^f' 
made  a  motion,  ««  That  the  thanks  of  tntf 
House  be  given  to  th^  gentlemen  of  tne 
Select  Committee,  appointed  upon  we 
27th  of  March  last,  to  fxamine  into  tne 
several  Facta  and  Circumstances  reJati^ 
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to  the  late  Obstructions  to  the  execution 
of  the  Otden  of  this  House,  and  to  con- 
lider  what  further  proceeding  may  be  re- 
quisite to  enforce  a  due  obedience  thereto ; 
and  to  report  their  proceedings,  together 
with  their  opinion,  nrom  time  to  time,  to 
the  House ;  for  the  judicious  and  effectual 
ronuM  they  have  chosen,  for  enforcing 
doe  obedience  to  the  orders  of  this  House, 
ind  for  advising  this  House  to  apprehend 
J.MiiIer/» 

This  was  seconded  1w  sir  Robert  Clay- 
toQf  ia  a  manner  eqiialhr  ludicrous. 

Though  the  words  of  the  thanks  in  the 
nodoD  were  decent,  yet  the  manner  in 
which  it  was  made  appeared  so  ridiculous, 
tbtt  lord  North  moved  an  adjournment.  He 
observed,  that  parliament  had  vindicated 
its  authority  by  imprisoning  two  magi- 
strttes;  and  that  the  Committee  had  con- 
firmed by  their  Report,  the  power  the 
House  had  always  claimed  of  asserting  its 
privfl^  and  punishing  the  breaches  of 
them.  That  nine  judges  had  also  given 
their  testimony  to  the  legality  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  House,  by  refusing,  on  the 
Habeas  Corpus,  to  set  the  magistrates  at 
liberty. 

Sir  6r.  SavUe  spoke  very  feelingly  of 
the  contemptible  situation  the  House  had 
brought  itself  into;  insulted  in  every 
iiewi.p(^)er,  used  in  the  most  opprobrious 
manner  in  the  various  addresses  to  the 
nagiitrates  in  the  Tower,  and  unable  to 
rindicate  it^  authority  on  those  who  had  so 
vilified  it.  He  observed^  that  the  means 
used  to  draw  the  House  out  of  this  <lis- 

Ce  were  equally  injudicious  and  ridicu- 
;  t|iat  )he  appointing  a  committee  by 
a  ballot,  in  which  treasury  lists  of  names 
luui  been  sent  to  all  the  partisans  of  admi- 
niitratioo',  was  such  a  mockery  as  rather 
look  the  House  deeper  in  the  opinion  of 
^ven  the  well  wishers  to  parliament ;  that 
anodier  pommittee  had  been  appointed  on 
the  motion  of  Mr.  Wedderburn,  to  exa- 
mine into  the  causes  of  the  riots ;  that  he 
had  laid  a  heavy  accusation  against  the  ma- 
gistrates of  the  city  of  London,  for  hiring 
the  mobs:  if  thjs  Committee  had  found 
them  to  be  true,  they  ought,  in  justice  to 
parliament,  to  have  informed  the  House 
^it;  if  the  accused  were  innocent,  the 
ComiAtttee,  in  justice  to  them,  should 
D>ve  acquitted  them. 

Mr.  C.  Fox  vindicated  the  manner  of 
Kndiog  treasury  h'sts  fo  their  friends,  who 
to  ballot  for;  that  it  was  always  necessary 
«>r  adminisiration  to  do  so  on  all  occasions* 

This  met  withagpod  degl  of  reproof 


from  Mr.  T.  Townshend  and  from  several 
other  members.  '    \ 

Mn  Sao)6ridge  said  he  would  thank  th.e 
Committee,  for  that  being  so  appoint^ 
by  adminiitration,  andf  being  appointed  t6 
do  mischief,  yet  Qieyhad  been  so  verV 
mild,  and  harmless,  that  they  had  by  no 
means  fulfillc|d  the  intention  6f  those  who 
had  appointed  them. 

He  was  called  to  order ;  but  on  appeal- 
ing to  the  Speaker,  the  Speaker  tola  nim, 
that  he  might  undoubtedly,  for  ar^ment, 
say,  that  the  ministry  had  yinual^, 
substantially  and  really  appointed  the 
Committee,  though  it  was  the  act  ofthfe 
House. 

Sir  C  Wray  accused  the  miois^r  of 
using  unparliamentary  abuse,  in  spetduQg 
of  a  small  faction,  &c.  He  was  called  Ip 
order ;  but  several  gentlemen  vihdidated 
him,  as  he  had  on^  argued  on  the  dis- 
tinction made  by  the  Speakeh  Severtd 
other  gentlemen,  on  both  sides,  spol^ 
shortly  on  the  adjournment,  which  wjs 
carried.  '* 

Debate  in  the  Lords  on  a  Motion,  to  ex* 
punge  the  Resolution  concerning  the  Mid' 
dlesex  Election.* J  April  SQ.  Thebrder 
of  the  day  being  read,  '  *' 

The  JfukeofRichmq^nM  i 

My  lords ;  I  hold  it  to  be  an  indis- 
putable principle  of  the  constitution,  Ifiat 
the  Peers  are  not  invested  with  their 
powers  and  privileges  for  their  sole  benefit, 
but  that  they  possess  them'ks  trusts,  whidi 
they  are  to  use  for  the  general  good. 
You  are  constituted  a  distinct  braiidi  of 
the  legislature,  for  the  puirpose  of  checkifl 
every  undue  exertion  of  power,  evef 
irregular  excursion  of  the  other/ iii 
branches  beyond  the  proper  bounds 
their  authority.  And  it  verv  ill  becom^ 
vou  to  sit  with  your  arms  folded,  ^d  1o 
look  on  with  a  listless  indifference,  wheh 
vou  see  the  whole  nation  alarmed  for  the 
nrst  and  most  imoortant  of*  their  rights, !l 
mean  the  right  or  election.  "On  sudi  tn 
occasion,  it  is  certainly  our  duty  to  stM> 
forward,  and  to  aid  the  honest  efforts  6f 
the  f>eople.  What,  then,' shall  we  say  to 
a  Resolution,  by  which  vou  declared,  th&t 
to  impeach,  directly  or'indire<;tIy,  a  Judg- 
ment of  the  lower  House,  in  a  matter 
where  their  jurisdiction  b  competent,  fin^l 
and  condusive^  is  a  violntion  of  the  con- 
stitutional rights  of  the  Commons,  tends  to 

«  ^rom  the  London  Museum/ 
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make  a  breach  between  the  two  Houaefi, 
^  ond  leads  to  ti  general  confusion  ?  By  ilna  ! 
Resolution  we  absolutely  relinquish  every  , 
.kind  of  coptroul  over  the  Commons,  in 
matters  of  tJie  utmost  consequence;  in 
^matters^  on  which  the  very  being  of  the  * 
ponstltution  depends.  In  matters  of 
election,  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Commons 
are  said  to  be  competent »  final,  and  con*  ; 
elusive.  Suppose  then,  that  they  should 
alter  the  whole  law  of  election,  transfer 
.  the  right  of  freeholders  to  copyholders  or  < 
leaseholder^,  or  totally  anninilate  those  J 
rights  by  an  arbitrary  declaration.  Sup-  . 
pose  that  they  should  change  the  consti-  I 
tutions  of  cities  and  boroughs  with  regard 
to  their  elections,  and  reverse  not  only  all 
their  franchises  of  voting  by  the  common 
lawy  but  also  trample  upon  all  the  sanc- 
tions of  parliamentary  acts  made  for  de-. 
daring  and  securing  the  rights  of  elec- 
tion. Suppose,  I  say,  all  these  things  to 
happen ;  yet  in  ,that  critical  emergency, 
the  people  are  by  this  Resolution  precluded 
Irom  all  hopes  of  relief  from  the  direct  or 
indirect  interferences  of  this  House. 
What  monstrous  consequences !  Their  ab- 
jBurdity  shews  the  absurdity  of  the  Resolu- 
tion. If  the  King,  upon  any  future  occa- 
sion of  this  nature,  should  stand  in  need 
^  of  our  advice,  we  cannot  exert  our  ancient 
Und  undoubted  right  of  acting  as  heredi- 
^ry  counsel  to  the  crown.  The  studied  la- 
titude of  the  words,  ^  directly  or  indirectly,* 
shuts  our  moqth.  Nor  is  this  the  only 
bad  consequence ;  when  any  unfortunate 
quarrel  happens  between  the  Commons 
and  their  constituents,  our  hands  are  tied; 
we  must  not  interpose  our  amicable  and 
healing  mediation ;  so  that  the  difference 
may  run  to  extremities  fatal  to  the  Com- 
mons, fatal  to  the  constitution  and  the  na- 
tion. Does  the  House  of  Commons  ad- 
mit 1^  correspondent  immunity  on  your 
part  ?  They  nave  not  yet  declared  this ; 
and  yet  it  is  a  matter  of  too  great  moment 
to  be  tal^en  for  granted,  nor  do  I  wish  to 
3ee  it  ever  granted  to  either  House. 

If  you  proceed  thus  to  crouch  to  the 
Commons,  and  to  humble  yourselves  before 
the  Crown,  you  will  become  as  contemptible 
as  the  I^ords  of  Charles :  you  will  lose  all 
authority,  and  cease  to  have  any  weight  in 
the  scale  of  government.  For  what  purpose 
was  the  legislature  divided  into  separate 
tranches  ?  In  order  to  be  a  check  upon 
each  other.  Why,  thea,  do^ou  not  exert 
this  power  i  None  can  believe  that  you 
pay  any  attention  to  the  welfare  of  the 
P^ioD,  when  yoa  are  so  regardless  of  your 
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own  dignity  and  honour.  You  mu&l  be 
sensible  that  your  acts  cannot  be  valid, 
when  the  people  are  not  truly  repre- 
sented. •  A  legal  House  of  Commons  is  as 
necessary  in  this  respect  as  a  legal  king. 
Is  it  not  therefore  prudent  to  consult  the 
Journals  upon  this  head,  and  see  vhcther 
we  have  the  sanction  of  our  ancestors? 
You  cannot  have  yet  forgot  the  clandes- 
tine and  surreptitious  manner  in  which 
this  Resolution  was  proposed  ^nd  carried. 
Though  the  Resolution  was  new  in  matter, 
wide  in  extent,  weighty  in  importance, 
and  involved  in  law  and  » parliamentary 
7>recedent,  it  was  moved  at  midnight,  and 
af\er  the  House  had  been  spent  with  the 
fatigue  of  a  former  debate  ;*  though  only 
an  adjournment  of  two  days  for  consulting 
the  Journals  was  asked,  it  was  refused, 
and  an  immediate  division  urged.  Did 
not  these  circumstances  sufficiently  mark 
the  opinion  of  the  movers  upon  the  merits 
of  their  own  proposition  ?  They  knew  that 
precedent,  as  well  as  argument,  was 
against  them ;  and  therefore  they  endea- 
voured to  suppress  all  argumentation  and 
fair  discussion,  and  to  make  the  delibera- 
tions of  the  House  degenerate  into  silent 
votes ;  proceedings  as  unjust,  as  unparlia* 
mentary  and  unconstitutional.  For  these 
reasons,  we  ought,  not  only  as  peers,  but 
as  Englishmen  and  freemen,  two  names 
which  ought  to  be  dearer  to  us  than  any 
titles,  to  reverse  a  Resolution  utterly  sub- 
versive of  the  dignity  and  authoritv  of  this 
House,  injurious  to  die  collective  oody  of 
the  people,  and  to  the  crown;  to  the 
crown,  (o  which  w'e  owe  our  advice  upon 
every  public  emergency  ;  a  Resolution  by 
law  unconstitutional,  in  precedent  not 
only  unauthorised  but  contradicted,  in 
tendency  ruinous,  in  the  time  and  manner 
of  obtaming  it  unfair  and  surreptitious. 
Accordingly  I  move,  *<  That  the  Resolu- 
tion of  this  House  of  the  2d  of  February 
1770»    <  That  any    Resolution  of   this 

*  House  directly  or  indirectly  impeaching 

*  a  judgment  of  the  House  of  Commons, 

*  in  a  matter  where  their  jurisdiction  is 
^  competent,  final,  and  conclusive,  would 

<  be  a  violation  of  the  constitutional  rights 

*  of  the  Commons,  tends  to  make  a  breach 

<  between  the  two  Houses  of  Parliament, 

*  and  leads  to  general  confusion,'  be  ^' 
punged.'' 

The  EsltI  of  Chatham  f 

My  lords;  the  present  question bpi 
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been  so  frequently  agitated,  and  is  so  per- 
fectly understood,  Uiat  it  may  seem  super- 
fluous to  enter  into  the  discussion  of  it  on 
this  occasion.  The  public  has  certainly 
formed  its  opinion ,  and  condemned  the 
decision  of  the  two  Houses.  That  cir- 
cumstance alone  is  to  me  a  sufficient  mo-. 
live  for  refreshin|;  your  lordships'  memo- 
lies,  and  for  making  one  attempt  more  to 
procure  justice  to  the  injured  electors  of 
Gteat  Britain.  ' 

My  lords ;  it  will  be  said,  that  this  step 
w3l  create  divisions  between  the  two 
H(Kues»  at  a  time  which  calls  for  the  most 
pertect  unanimity.  Unanimity  in  the  two 
iioases  is  certainly  very  commendable, 
vhen  both  adhere  to  the  principles  of  the 
coDStitutioo ;  but  in  the  case  of  the  Mid- 
diesez  election^  the  Cpmrnons  have  dar- 
iogly  violated  the  laws  of  the  land ;  and 
it  becomes  us  not  to  remain  tame  specta- 
tors of  gttch  a  deed,  if  we  would  not  be 
deemed  accessary  to  their  guilt,  if  we 
would  not  be  branded  with  treason  to  our 
country;  which  now  loudly  calls  for  our 
atsffitaoce.  Remove  but  this  Resolution, 
which  my  noble  friend  has  demonstrated 
to  be  uQcoostitutional  and  absurd,  and  .we 
have  80  undoubted  right  to  take  this  step. 
We  have  precedent  on  our  side.  Our 
forefathers  exercised  this  right  in  the  case 
of  Ashby  and  W|)ite,  and  received  the  ap- 
plauses of  the  whole  nation.  It  is  riai- 
cqIous  to  pretend,  that,  by  this  act,  we 
'ball  commit  a  breach  of  privilege.  The, 
CoQimons  can  have  no  privilege  oy  which 
^ey  are  authorised  to  break  the  laws. 
Wheuever  they  forget  themselves,  and 
commit  Fuch  an  outrage,  we  must  step  for- 
^Ard,  and  check  their  usurpation.  Their 
jurudiction  can  in  no  instance  be  so  com- 
petent, final,  and  exclusive  as  to  prevent 
OS  from  exerting  ourselves  in  support  of 
the  constitution.  We  are  the  natural,  the 
constitutional  balance  to  their  encroach- 
ments. If  this  be  not  the  case,  why,  in 
^  name  of  wonder^  were  the  three  estates 
constituted  ?  Why  is  our  concurrence  ne- 
^ttsaVy  to  estabUsh  the  validity  of  sta- 
tutes? ^ 
,  My  lords,  this  point  is  so  evident,  that 
ttmay  be  left  to  the  decision  of  the  rawest 
ichool  boy.  If,  then,  we  must  concern  our- 
wvcs  in  the  making  of  every  law,  how  much 
l^orearewe  bound  to  interest  ourselves 
*  preserving  the  very  essence  of  the  con- 
«itulion,  in  preserving  thot  right  which  is 
totecedent  to  all  laws,  the  right  of  elec- 
^  I  But  lord  Middlesex  and  lord  Bacon 
*ere  expelled  and  incapacitated  by  thil 


House,  without  any  opposition  from  the 
other  branches  of  the  legislature.  They 
were  so ;  but  both  were  cases  that  only 
respected  themselves,  and  consequently 
could  not,  with  any  propriety,  come  under 
the  consideration  of  any  other  branch.  In 
the  case  of  Wilkes,  I  do  not  complain  so 
much  of  the  personal  injury,  as  the  viola- 
tion of  the  ri&hts  of  the  people,  who  are 
grossly  abused  and  betrayed  by  their  re- 
presentatives. The  cases,  then,  being  at 
widely  different  as  north  and  south,  the 
argument  founded  on  them  becomes  ut^ 
terly  inconclusive. 

But  let  us  allow  you  a  succedaneunrto 
your  argument ;  let  us  suppose  that  the 
authority  which  gives  a  seat  to  a  peer,  ia 
as  respectable  as  that  which  confers  it  on 
a  commoner,  and  that  both  authorities  are 
equally  affronted  by  expulsion  and  inca- 
pacitation. Yet  still  the  comparison  will 
not  hold;  since  these  lords  received  no 
fresh  title  by  birth  or  patent,  and  there- 
fore could  not  claim  a  seat  after  the  fir^t 
ex[)ulsion.  Wilkes  may,  perhaps,  com- 
plain that  he  was  unjustly  expelled ;  but 
the  chief  subject  of  the  nation's  complaint 
is,  that  he  was  rejected  after  his  re-elec- 
tion. Had  not  this  event  taken  place, 
prescripltion  might  have  rendered  the  first 
expulsion  valid.  If  you  ask  who  should 
be  more  tenacious  than  the  Commons 
themselves  of  their  privileges,  1  answer, 
that  none  should  be  so  ready  to  protect 
them  ;  and  it  is  sincerely  to  be  lamented! 
that,  by  their,  recent  conduct,  they  have 
so  far  forgot  their  duty,  as  to  add  to  the 
long  list  of  venality,  from  Esau  down  to 
the  present  day;  though,  if  we  consider 
matters  in  their  true  light,  it  is  the  privi- 
leges of  th6ir  constituents  that  they  have' 
betrayed.  Having  now  set  up  a  separate 
and  independent  authority,  they  would 
acquire,  and  you  would  grant  them,  a  new 
privilege,  that  of  selling  their  constituents. 

If  you  desire  to  know  how  this  doc- 
trine came  to  be  broached,  I  must  beg 
leave  to  acquaint  you,  that  it  is  as  old, 
nay  older  than  the  constitution;  the  li- 
berty of  the  people  being  the  first  thing 
for  which  provision  is  made  in  the  original 
institution  of  government.  Though,  in  the 
case  of  Wilkes,  we  have  not  many  in- 
stances to  prove  the  contested  right,  yet 
it  is  by  no  means  the  less  coobtitutional : 
nay,  it  is  the  more  so,  that  there  are  no 
paxallel  cases  in  our  history :  as  this  cir- 
cumstance proves  that  it  was  never  before 
questioned.  The  infreouency  of  the  phe- 
nomenon may,  indeedi  like  a  conlet  In  the 
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fiv^wa^fi^t.  daezle  the  vulgar  9nd  untutor- 
ed: but  the  $tat^maiiy  versed  in  political 
f  cieDQe,  it  afTects  no  more  than  tne  com- 
j^on  appearanice,  its  course  being  equally 
j^mpJle  and  intelligible. 

Some  have  attemjfyted  to  be  verjr  exact 
in  ca]c^lating  the  proportion  which  thov 
petitiqive;^  be^r  to  those  who  have  re- 
main^ q^iet :  but  .they  have  been  unfor- 
tunate in  one  circumstance,  of  which  the 
omission  overturns  their  whole  /system. 
iTbeyfhave  comipared  the  number  of  coun- 
tiesy  not  tl^e  ^number  of  their  inhabitants. 
They  have  forgot  that  they  are  not  all  ec|ual]y 
j[^pulov3»  and  that  the  'fifteen  petitioning 
,<H»uutie9  contain  more  people  than  all  the 
^4t  of  the  kingdom)  as  they  pay  infinitely 
more'  .{and  ta^c.  And  were  they  not  the 
jpnpre'Qumerous  of  .the  two  parties,  yet  the 
Sup,«riority  of.tlieir  wealth  entitles  fhem  to 
impre  consideration  than  other  counties; 
fyr  the  share  of  the  national  burdens, 
irhich  any  part  of  the  kingdom  l^ears,  is 
4^e  qnJ^  rule  by  which  we  c^n  jud^e  of 
the  weight  that  it  ought  to  have  in  the 
political  balance.  The  reasoning  is  found- 
ed on  the  supposition  that  they  entertain 
(eotioients  different  from  one  another. 
3)it  who  does  not  see  that  the  rest  only 
^wanted  leaders  to  rouse  them  to  action  ? 
^ere  the  case  otherwise,  leaders  were  not 
,w;mtiqg  to  excite  them  to  present  Ad- 
dresses;, and  they  would  certainly  have 
,preseqted  themi  had  they  disapproved  gf 
ihe  petitions.  Afler  considering  the  va^t 
.infliaenoe  of  the  crown,  we  may  be  justly 
.Burprised  that  fifteen  counties  had  the 
yirtue  to  assert  their  rights,  and  the  re- 
..mainder  independence  enoush  not  to 
counteract  them.  But,  were  the  majority 
,. dearly  on  your  side,  yon  ought  to  re-' 
jQoember  that  numbers  do  not  constitute 
/right,  and  thfit,  if  no  more  than  one  had 
petitioned)  that  one  ought  to  be  heard, 
'imd  to  have  its  cause  trif  d,  and  adjudged 
hy  the  l^ws  of  the  land. 

My  lords ;   this  much  I  thought  neces- 
sary to  ^y  on  this  head,  in  order  to  shew 
you  the  necessitv  of  rescinding  the  Reso- 
Jutjon    on  which    the  present  motion  is 
:fQunded.    Till  it  is  complied  with,  we  can 
UtJ^e  no  step  towards  the  removal  of  the 
present  di;Bcontents ;  f  nd  I  should  imagine 
^.tl^at  this  single  consideration   woula  be 
sufficient  to  induce  all  honest  men  to  vote 
^fpr  the  noble  lord's  proposition. 

The  ministers  made  no   reply.     The 
question  was  put,  and  the  motion  ii^as  ne- 
^tivea* 
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Lord  Chatham**  Speech  on  numng  i 
Address  to  the  King  to  ^tissohe  the  Park 
ment.*']  May  1.  The  order  of  the  d 
being  read  for  the  Lords  to  be  summoni 

The  Earl  of  Chatham  rose  and  said : 


My  lords;  it  is  not  many  yet 
since  this  nation  was  the  envv  and  tern 
of  its  neighbours.    Alone  and  unassisti 
it  seemed  to  balance  the  half  of  Europi 
Nor  was  the  aspect  of  its  afliiirs  abroi 
more  pattering  than  at  home.    Concoi 
and  unanimity  prevailed  throu^out  tl 
whole  extent  of  the  British  empire.  Whs 
ever  heats  and  animosities  might  subd 
between  the  grandees,  the  body  of  tt 
people  was  satisfied.    No  complaints,  t 
murmurs,    were   heard.      No  petition 
much  less  remonstrances,  for  redress  < 
grievances,  were  carried  up  to  the  thronq 
nor  were  hired  mobs  necessary  to  kern 
the    sovereign  '  in    countenance  bjr  tbeH 
venal  shouts.    Nothing  was  heard  on  everjf 
side  but  one  general  burst  of  acclaroatioftj 
and  joy.    But  how  is  the  prospect  darken- 
ed !  How  are  the  mighty  fallen !  On  pulj' 
lie  days  the  royal  ears  are  saluted  wiin 
hisses  and  hoots ;  and  he  sees  libels  againft 
his  person  and  government  written  witt 
impunity ;  juries  solemnly  acquitting  tlie 
publishers.    What  greater  mortification 
can  befal  a  monarch !  Yet  this  sacrifice  he 
makes  to  his   ministers.    To  their  few 
steps,  not  to  his  own,  he  owes  his  diwracc 
By  their  intrigues,    the   last   ingwrioos 
peace,  the  origin  of  our  evils^  was  effected, 
and  aporoved  by  parliament,  though  »t 
was  loudly  condemned  by  the  nation.    By 
their  intrigues  the  last  shameful  oonven» 
tion  received  the  same  sanction. 

My  lords ;  were  this  sacrifice  of  o^ 
honour  and  interest  abroad  compensated 
by  the  wisdom  of  our  domestic  govern- 
ment, it  would  be  some  comfort.  But 
the  fact  is,  that  Great  Britain,  IrelanJ 
and  America,  are  equally  dissatisfied,  and 
have  reason  to  be  dissatisfied,  with  the 
ministry.  The  impolitic  taxes  laid  upon 
America,. and  the  system  of  violence  there 
adopted,  have  unfortunately  soured  tne 
min(}8  of  the  people,  and  rendered  tbeD 
disaffected  to  the  present  parliament,  » 
not  to  the  King.  .  Ireland  has  various  resj 
sons  to  complain.  An  enumeration  <* 
them  would  be  tedious.  You  may  judge 
of  their  number  and  ro^nitude  by  toe 
present  flame.  The  measures  token  to 
carry  the  Middlesex  election  in  ^^^^ 

••  Polity  Segister-^Qentlefnaa  8  Jllsgaxioe< 
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^the  coi;tt;  the  decision  of  that  election; 
the  murders  of  St.  George's-fields ;  the 
refusal  of  the  Commons  to  enquire  into 
Siese  murder^,  and  into  the  >  conduct  of 
those  who.  advised  his  Majesty  to  bestow 
ifaaob  and  rewards  upon  the  persons  im- 
tnediately  concerned ;  the  payment  of  the 
immense  debt  contracted  by  the  crown, 
without  inspecting  any  account ;  all  these 
circumstances  hid  justly  alarmed  the  na- 
tion, and  made  them  uncommonly  atten- 
tive to  the  operations  of  parliament. 
Heoce  the  pubficatiou  of  the  parliamen- 
tarr  debates.  And  where  was  the  injury, 
if  the  members  acted  upon  honest  princi- 
ples? For  a  public  assembly  to  be  afraid 
of  having  their  deliberations  published,  is 
monstrous,  and  speaks  for  itself.  No 
mortal  can  construe  such  a  procedure  to 
their  advantage :  it,  and  the  practice  of 
locking  the  doors,  are  sufficient  to  open 
the  eyes  of  the  blind ;  they  must  see  Uiat 
an  is  Dot  well  within. 

}^o^  satisfied,  however,  with  shutting 
their  doors,  the  Commons  would  overturn 
the  HbertT  ot  the  press.  The  printers  had 
tpirit,  and  resisted.  The  irritated  Com- 
nnms  exerted  their  privilege  above  the 
lavs  of  the  land,  and  their  servants  acted 

SSall;  in  the  execiition  of  their  illegal 
ers.  The  magistrates  of  London 
undertook  the  cause  of  the  printers,  and 
the  protection  of  the  la^s,  and  of  the  city's 
^chises.  Hie  Commons  still  proK^eeded 
with  the  same  outraj^us  violence. '  They 
called  upon  the  masistrates  to  justiQr  their 
conduct,  and  would  not  safer  diem  to  be 
beard  by  counsc!!.  These  men,  who  had 
allowed  the  prostitute,  electors  of  Shore- 
um  counsel  to  defend  a  bargain  to  sell 
their  borough  by  auction,  wooTd  not  grant 
Ae  same  indul^nce  to  the  lord  mayor  of 
London,  pleading  for  the  laws  of  England, 
ind  die  conscfentious  discharge  of  his 
°uty.  Accordingly  they  committed  him 
^i' the  Tower  for  not  violating  his  oath. 
The  most  isa^red  obligation  of  morality. 
^  reliflon  ihey  voted  criminal,  when  it 
^^ea  to  stand  in  competition  with 
weir  assumed  privileges— Their  next  step 
was  the  act  of  a  mob,  and  not  of  a  parlia- 
nient—- 1  meaa  the  recognizance  entered 
«  GuildhaH.  We  have  heard  of  such  vio- 
!«»ce  committed  by  the  French  king ;  and 
Jtieems  much  better  calculated  for  the 
»btude  of  Paris  than  of  London.  The 
P^je  ofthis  kingdom  will  never  submit 
^  wch  bare-ftced  tyranny.  They  must 
1*^  that  it  is  time  to  rouse,  when  their 
wn  creatures  tare  to  assume  a  power  of 


stopping  prosecutions  by  (hefr  f o(e,  afiA 
con^equehtly  of  resolving  th(i  law  cff  thtf 
lapd  iiittf  their  will  atid  pleasure.  The  irn-t 
[irud^rice,  and  iiidefed  the  absolute  mad* 
ness  of  thes^  tneasur^a  ^etiidnstrate^  not 
the  result  of  that  assembly's  cdlm,  unhide 
ed  deliberations,  bat  the  dictates  of  weak, 
uninformed  minister^,  influenced  by  those 
who  mislbad  the  sovereign.  It  is  impos^i^ 
ble  that  a  grave,  and  once  .Venerable  body 
of  men,  if  left  i6  itself,  should  hate  con- 
verted  govemtnentintoascuffle  with  asfngM 
ihdividuat.  Were  the  Commons  not  abso* 
lute  slaves  to  the  man  who  holds  the  g6[AM 
keys  of  the  Treasury,  they  coltld  nevef 
have  rendered  the  Very  name  of  parlia- 
.ment  ridiculous,  by  carrying  on  a  constant 
war  against  Mr.  Wilkes.  To  them  it  is 
entirely  owing  that  he  is  become  a  persoa 
of  consequence  in  the  state.  They  first 
made  him  representative  for  Middlesexi 
and  then  alderman  of  London.  Now  thej 
seem  determined  to  make  him  bherllF,  and 
in  due  course,  lord  mayor.  Whieti  he  fS^ 
their  authority  at  defiance,  in  the  case  of 
the  printer*,  ifaey  repeatedly  declalt^ 
him  amenable  to  their  furifidietioM^  Mtl 
actually  served  hihi  With  Vnore  \\ikti  tnt 
order  to  attend.  Uj^on  betn^  Found  t^- 
fractory,  they  shamefully  gave  up  thft 
point;  after  punishing  the  diief  magis* 
trate  of  the  city,  they  suffered  him  t^ 
escape  with  impunity,  and,  in  the  face  of 
the  world,  acknowledged  him  to  be  thei^ 
lord  and  master. 

My  lords;  matters  bein^;  thus  cirqum« 
altoo^,  the  Conkna^nt  being  both  edioua 
and  contempUMe,  theHs  renpains  but  one 
possible  remedy  for  the  evil.  In  order  te 
save  the  ntfkne  and  institiftion  of  parlia- 
Yhent  from  ruin,  the  Comihons  must,  ac- 
cording to  the  earnest  request  of  a  majo- 
rity or  the  electors  of  England^  and  tiie 
wish  of  almost  all  the  nation,  be  dissolvecL 
This  step  may  restore  igood  humour  an« 
traiiquillhy  on  the  one  Imnd,  and  good 
govermnent  on  the  other.  Not  thlit  I 
imagine  thl^  act  akme  sufficient.  Mo;  t 
have  ho  such  sanguine  expectation ;  Istis'- 
pect  it  will  prdve  but  a  temporary  and 
partial  remedy.  The  influence  of  thb 
crown  is  become  so  enormbus,  that  some 
stronger  bulwark  must  be  erected  for  tlie 
defenee  of  the  conMitution.  The  Aet  for 
constitatingseptemiial  parliaments  must  be 
repealed.  ForiHerlythe  ineonvenfenoeiBttr- 
tehding  short  paHi^meiiCs  had  gteat  wei^t 
with  me ;  biit  now  We  lire  ifiot  debating 
upon  a  question  of  convenience :  oer  all  is 
at  stake ;  our  whole  constitution  is  giving 
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way;  and  therefore,. with  the  most  deli- 
berate And  soleinn  conviction,  I  declare 
myself  a  convert  to  biennial  parliaments.* 
In6ueoced  by  all  these^  considerations,  I 
move  your  lordships,  **  That  an  humble 
Address  be  presented  to  his  Majesty,  most 
dutifully  and  earnestly  beseeching  his 
Majesty,  that,  under  the  late  violaUons  of 
the  rignts  of  the  electors  of  (Jreat  Britain, 
in  the  election  for  Middlesex,  still  unre- 
dressed, and  in  the  present  conflict  which 
has  so  unhappily  arisen  between  the  claims 
of  privilege  of  the  House  of  Commons  on 
one  side,  and  those  of  magistracy  on  the 
other,  his  Majesty  will,  in  his  paternal 
wisdom,  deign  to  open  the  way  to  com- 


*  At  a  common  couocil  holden  in  the  cham- 
ber of  the  Giii!dbail  of  the  city  of  London,  oo 
Friday  the  7th  of  April,  1780:  a  meml>er  pre- 
sented to  the  court  an  extract  of  a  I^etter  from 
the  late  earl  of  Chatham  to  the  late  earl  Tem- 
ple, dated  April  17,  1771,  wliich  was  read,  and 
ordered  to  be  entered  in  the  Journals  of  the 
court,  as  follows : 

<*  Allow  a  specolaior,  io  a  ffreat  chair,  to 
add,  that  a  plan  for  more  equal  representation, 
by  additional  knijgrbfs  of  the  abire,  seems  highly 
seJisonable ;  and  to  shorten  the  duration  of  par- 
liament not  less  so.  If  your  lordship  should 
approve,  Could  lord  LytteIton!s  caution  be 
brought  to  taste  those  ideas,  we  should  take 
possession  of  strong  ground,  let  who  will  de- 
cline to  follow  us.  One  line  of  men,  f  am  as- 
•nred,  will  SEealooaly  support,  and  a  respecta- 
ble weight  of  law.  <  Si  quid  noristi  rectius 
istis  candidos  imperti.' " 

Signed  by  order  of  the  Court.    Rix. 

Anether  anecdote  of  lord  Chatham  upon  this 
•object  is  given  by  the  earl  of  Bucban,  in  his 
ebiaraeter  of  Thomson,, the  poet : 

**  The  highest  encoinium  of  Thomson  is  to 
be  given  him  on  account  of  his  attachment  to 
the  cause  of  civil  and  political  liberty.  A  free 
constitution  of  government,  or  what  I  would 
beg  leave  to  call  the  autocracy  of  the  people, 
is  the  panacea  of  moral  diseases;  and  at\er 
having  been  sought  for  in  vain  for  ages,  has 
beeu  discovered  in  the  bosom  of  truth,  and  at 
the  feet  of  philosophy  ;  the  printing- press  has 
been  the  dispensary,  and  half  the  world  have 
been  voluntary  patients  of  the  healing  rem<*dy. 

«•  Eighteen  years  after  Thomson's  death, 
the  late  lord  Chathain  agreed  with  me  in  mak- 
ing this  remark ;  and  when  I  said,  *  But,  Sir, 

*  what  will  become  of  poor  England,  that  duals 

*  on  the  imperfections  of  her  pretende<l  consti- 

*  tutioo  ?'  he  replied,  *  My  dear  lord,  the  gout 
'  will  dispose  of  me  soon  enough  to  prevent  me 
'  from  feeling  the  consequences  of  this  infatua- 
*'tion.     But  before  the  end' of  this  century 

*  either  4be  parliament  will  reform  itself  from 

*  within,  or  be  reformed  with  a  vengeance  from 

*  without/" 


pose  this  alarming  warfare ;  and  that,  m 
order  to  prevent  the  said  House  and  the 
nation  from  being  involved  in  intemperate 
discussions  of  undefined  powers,  which,  in 
the  extreme,  may  endanger  the  constitu- 
tion, and  tend  to  shake  the  tranquillity  of 
the  kingdom,  his  Majesty  will  be  gra- 
ciously pleased  to  recur  to  the  recent  8en$c 
of  his  people,  by,  dissolving,  after  the  end 
of  tlHs  session,  the  present  parliament,  aod 
calling,  with  convenient  dispatch,  a  nev 
parliament :'' 

Afler  long  debate,  the  question  was  pat 
thereupon,  and  resolved  in  the  negative, 
by  72  against  23. 

Report  of  the  Committee  of  the  House  nj 
Commons  respectingi,he  Riots  and  Tumtdu 
in  the  Avenues  leading  to  the  House.] 
May  8.  Mr.  Seymour  reported  from  the 
Committee,  appointed,  upon  the  28th  of 
March  last,  to  enquire  into  the  Causes 
and  Occasfons  of  tl>e  Riots  and  Tumulu 
of  the  persons  wl)o  assembled  on  several 
days,  in  the  Avenues  leading  to  this  House, 
and  attacked  the  persons  of  the  members 
coming  to  attend  their. duty  in  parliament ; 
that  ^the  Committee  had  enquired  accord- 
ingly, and  had  directed  him  to  report  a 
State  of  the  £v]dence  to  the  .House ;  and 
he  read  the  Report  in  his  place;  and  after- 
wards deliverea  it  in  at  the  Clerk's  table; 
where  the  same  was  read ;  and  is  as  fol- 
loweth ; 

**  Saunders  Welch ^  esq,  a  justice  of  the 
peace,  said^  he  attended  at  the  House^  on 
Wednesday  the  27th  of  March,  when  the 
mob  was  very  disorderly,  hooting  and  ap- 
plauding the  members  alternately— that 
he  attentively  examined  the  mob,  bat  did 
not  know  any  one  person  ;  from  whence  he 
conjectures  that  they  came  from  the 
eastern  part  of  the  town — that  there  ap- 
peared to  be  management  in  their  dispo- 
sition, being  drawn  up  8  or  10  deep ;  and 
the  pelting  came  from  those  in  the  hinder- 
most  ranb,  who  were  concealed  by  the 
persons  in  front — that  the  magi^trateb 
made  use  of  both  threats  and  persuasioss 
to  disperse  the  mob,  but  without  any  ej* 
feet ;  nor  was  any  impression  made,  till 
some  gentlemen  came  down  with  the  she- 
rifis ;  upon  lyhose  interposition  great  num- 
bers, of  the  mob  went  away,  and  all  was 
tolerable  quiet  during  tbe  remainder  of 
the  day — that  he  saw  no  other  act  of 
violence  but  pelting  with  dirt,  nor  ob- 
served any  person  particularly  active, 
except  a  tall  man  in  white,  and  a  short 
man  dressed  in    blue,  who  appeared  t0 
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kediMclom  4»f  the  jnob;  but  thej^albod 
IB  i  ptoee  where  k  was  almost  'knpoi- 
ukk  to  come  at  theiii*-4hat  one  man 
MS  taken  np  on  the  steps  of  the  court 
of  fiog'S'beoch,  who  was  brought  after- 
wards to  GaiQdhall,  and  comntitted  to  the 
Gste^hottsew  That  he  thinks  foinr  6f|hs  <tf 
tfaem  went  awi^  when  the  sheriffii  caaoe 
doiTB ;  hut  that  he  did  not  see  any  par^ 
tkular  signal  for  thek  departuve.  That 
he  blows  of  no  U^uor  or  provisions  oar- 
lied  to  the  mob ;  but  there  was  some 
Wad  and  cheese  end  beer  giyen  to  the 
coDitables.  Tliat  there  are  but  80  coo- 
aiUes  for  the  city  and  liberty  of  West^ 
BJBstery  who  are  appointed  by  the  deputy 
ii^  steward  and  burgesses;  and  that  peo- 
ple of  the  better  sort  usuallj  hire  men  of 
mean  condition  to  officiate  ror  them*— that 
ktbiaiBilhe.Aarober  of  constables  insuffi- 
de&t;  sad  that  it  is  impossible  to  collect 
die  while  number  together;  but  it  would 
henooe  essy  to  collect  them,  if  they  were 
Dotsuftred  to  bire  deputies.  That  there 
wm  m  execution  at  Tyburn  on  the  27th 
sf  March,  which  he  looked  upon  as 
so  mifiNtunate  circwnstancei  many  of 
the  nsob  coming  Irpm  thence  to  West* 
iBiBiter--*^at  the  constables  came  like- 
vke  firom  Tyburn,  and  complained  of  the 
hardness  of  their  duty ;  and  that  he  thinks 
ID  additional  number  of  constables  will 
tend  tothe  pseaerration  of  the  peacek 

*'  Ckarki  Matdh^  esq.  anotlier  justice 
ef  ^  peace,  oonfinned  the  evidence  of 
Mr.  We]€h,^ex«:ept  tiurt  he  said,  he  cofild 
aot  abserre  any  diing  like  discipline 
among  the  mob.  And,  William  Keeling, 
SK).  caafinoied  Mr.  W^ldi's  evidence  m 
every  particular. 

*^  Mr.  Samptm  Mainsford,  high  oonsta- 
UesfWestaasnster.said,  That  he  attended 
the  Hoose  on  the  days  above  mentioned; 
and  ooafirmed  the  above  e^enoe,  in  re- 
gard to  the  riotous  proceedings  of  the 
nob:  and  added,  ^at  seeing  a  ^eat 
hoatle,  he  en^^wred  the  cause,  and  was  in- 
fermed  ^t  'die  mob^were  uswg  lord 
North  flU-ithat  he  wexU  up  with  his  silver 
>U^  and  found  lord  North  on  one  knee ; 
Asd  ssw  much  dirt  thrown  at  his  carriage 
'"Hhat  he  went  to  his  assistance,  and  the 
^oor  being  opened,  lord  North  got  into  a 
fviom ;  but  that  be  was  too  anxious  lor  his 
pctservatinn  to  make  any  observation  of 
ptrticalar  persons — ^that  one  man  was 
^^hen  who  had  struck  two  constables-— 
te  the  mob  was  very  outrageous,  and 
thresteaed  to  pull  down  the  house,  if  the 
F*i*ener  was  notriUivered  to  them ;  iMt- 
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wi'lbstandiogwhioh,  he  was Qotnmitted  to 
|he  Gate-hoQse,  and  afterwards  bailed-* 
that  he  saw  no  violence  offered  to  any 
member  but  lord  North;  and  that  one 
Housely  was  apprehended  for  having  a 
piece  ofiordNorin'shat,  but  afterwards  di^ 
^^harged ;  and  one  Manning,  a  dioemaker, 
is  now  in  prison,  but  does  not  know  any 
particular  fact  That  be  made  it  the  ob* 
ject  oThis  attention  to  find  out  if  the  mob 
were  under  the  discipline  of  any  particular 
leaders,  but  could  see  nothing  like  it;  and 
thinks  he  should  have  discovered  it^  had 
there  been  any  such  thing— *tbit  the  faiaa- 
ings  and  shouts  were  general,  from  whence 
he  presumes  the  members'  names  were 
told  bv  somebody ;  but  he  saw  no  signal. 
That  he  had  no  reason  to  think,  frooi  any 
thing  that  occurred  before,  at,  or  after^ 
the  riots,  that  any  magistrate  of  the  citf  ^ 
of  London  was  directly  or  indirectly  con« 
cemed  in  procuring  or  abetting  the  ri9ts» 
but  entirely  the  reveme— that  Mr.  Martin 
and  Mr.  Baker,  the  two  sherifi,  appeared 
to  be  exceedingly  coficerned  for  the  riot» 
and  together  with  somie  members  of  th* 
House,  applied  to  the  magistrates  for  more 
peace  officers-— that  Mr.  Welch  was  of 
opinion  no  more  could  be  made ;  but  tb* 
witness  was  of  a  contrary  opinion ;  ia 
support  of  which,  he  instanced  sir  John 
Fielding  having  sliort  staves  in  his  custody 
for  occasional  constables :  upon  which  the 
sheriff  said,  If  you'll  procure  us  some  good 
men,  we  will  take  upon  us  to  make  peace 
officers ;  and  twelve  or  fourteen  men  were 
appointed  accordingly — that  ihe  dierUEs 
used  every  method  in  their  power  to  dis* 
suade  the  mob  from  violence— ^at  Mr* 
Baker  expostulated  with  them  in  the 
midst  of  the  crowd,  and  used  every  argn^ 
ment  with  them  to  disperse,  as  weUo^r 
kind  invitations,  as  by  representing  thew 
proceedings  disagreeable  to  all  order,  and 
contrary  to  law.  That  the  witness,  nei- 
ther before  nor  since  this  nSair,  knows  any 
tiling  of  any  means  used  for  [irocurinff  this 
mob^-^hat  he  saw  no  provisions  or  drink 
given  to  the  mob ;  ana  that  he  had  sines 
ordered  the  constables  in  the  neighbour* 
hood  to  enqipre  if  any  houses  had  beea 
opened  for  their  entertainment,  and  waa 
informed  they  could  not  find  that  any 
such  thing  had  been  done ;  and  that  all 
the  provisions  he  saw  was  some  which  he 
ordered  for  the  refreshment  of  the  con* 
tables. 

«  David  WUmoty  esq.  justice  of  the 
peace  for  the  county  of  Middlesex,  in« 
formed  your  Ceomittee^  that  onfr  Daniel 
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Clarke,  a  weaver,  came  to  bis  house 
about  12  o'clock  at  night,  on  Tuesday  the 
26th  of  March,  and  told  his  servant  that 
500  people  would  appear  the  next  day 
at  the  House  of  Commons  with  fire  arms 
— that  he  did  not  get  up,  because  he  did 
not  believe  the  man ;  but,  on  going  to  the 
coffee-house  next  morning,  he  found  hand 
bills  delivered,  acquainting  the  public,  that 
the  lord  mayor  was  to  come  that  day  to 
the  House;  upon  whiclfhe  went  to  lord 
Rochford's  office,  fbqu/lioted  hib  lordship 
with  what  he  had  beard  :%ui  added,  that 
he  gave  no  credit  to  the  man  i  from  thence 
he  came  to  the  Guildhall  at  Westminster, 
where  he  found  the  rest  of  the  magis- 
trates attending — that  a  great  mob  as- 
sembled^ and  he  saw  a  carriage  drawn 
without  horses,  and  was  told  alderman 
Wilkes  was  in  it ;  that  he  saw  a  tall  man  in  a 
white  coat,  who  seemed  very  active,  jump- 
ing about  in  the  mob,  but  knows  neither 
his  name  or  person — that, afterwards,  in  the 
Palace-yard,  he  saw  this  man  again,  an4 
observed,  when  he  waved  his  hat,  stones 
were  thrown  from  behind,  but  none  from 
the  froQt-^that  the  man's  coat  was  bad^ 
but  that  the  witness  observed,  his  linen 
iTppeared  better  than  was  suitable  to  his 
•utward  appearance ;  that  he  was  within 
fbur  or  five  yards  of  him ;  that  he  waved 
his  hat  three  times,  and  stones  and  gravel 
were  thrown  from  behind  at  each  time ;  at 
first,  a  very  small  quantity,  but  that  the 
most  was  thrown  at  the  last  signal — that 
be  saw  no  stones  thrown  before  he  waved 
his  hat,  nor  heard  him  speak,  except  that 
''  being  asked  what  he  wanted? — he  said 
Damn  you,  we  want  our  lord  mayor. 

<'  Being  asked',  why  he  did  not  tell  the 
iostices  at  the  Guildhall  of  the  information 
Ae  had  received  the  night  before? — he 
•aid,  he  did  not  believe  it,  and  was  unwill- 
ing to  give  an  alarm-«and  being  asked, 
why,  in  the  first  instance  he  chose  to  alarm 
a  secretary  of  state,  and  not  afterwards  to 
mention  it  to  his  brother  justices? — he 
said,  sir^  John  Fielding,  being  chairman, 
and  hearmg  no  reports  had  been  made  at 
lord  Rochford's  office,  he  mentioned  it 
only  to  Mr»  Keeling,  a  justice  of  peace, 
who  thought  it  better  to  giye  no  alarm. 

'<•  Having  said,  that,  in  his  opinion,  the 
man  in  the  white  coat,  before-mentioned, 
was  criminal  to  a  certain  degree  in  this 
riot ;  he  was  asked,  why  he  did  not  appre- 
hend him,  when  he  was  near  enougn  to 
him  to  distinguish  his  linen  ?— he  said,  it 
was  impossible  to  get  near  enough  to  him ; 
and  that  they  looked  upon  it  that  their 


lives  were  in  danger — that  he  looked  apsn 
this  mob  as  diflwrently  constituted  from 
any  other  he  had  seen,  as  they  pelted  upon 
this  man's  waving  hu  hat;  that  the  third 
waving  was  a  general  signal,  and  the  justicei 
then  came  directly  in — that  he  was  a  tall 
man ;  but  that  a  short  man  in  a  mob  could 
not  see  him  wave  his  hat;  but  his  only  rea- 
son for  thinking  it  a  disciplined  mob,  wu 
the  behaviour  of  this  man.  That  he  heard 
the  carriage,  without  horses,  was  alderman 
Wilkes's ;  but  he  saw  nobody  in  the  car- 
riage, nor  saw  any  thing  particular  in 
regard  to  the  lord  mayor's  coach.  That 
when  the  sherifis  and  gentlemen  came  from 
the  House  of  Commons,  they  disoeised 
the  mob ;  and  he  did  not  observe  toeiD  ta 
be  afraid  of  their  persons — and  that  they 
were  not  pelted. 

Being  asked,  whether  their  attempting 
to  read  the  Kiot  Act,  was  not  the  occanioa 
of  the  mob  throwing  stones? — he  said, 
they  threw  stones  before  it  was  attempted 
to  be  read— that  he  believes  it  was  after 
the  second  volley  of  stones  that  the  Act 
was  attempted  to  be  read,  whereupon  the 
mob  threw  more  stones,  and  the  magia- 
trates  went  in — that  he  diinks  tlie  threat- 
ening to  read  the  Riot  Act,  an  unlikely 
method  to  quiet  the  people ;  and  wishes  it 
were  otherwise. 

«*  Bein^  asked,  whether  tlie  alarm  for 
their  magistrates  might  not  be  a  reason  for 
the  people  coming  down?-^e  said,  he 
thought  the  printed  bills,  brought  many 
down ;  and  he  looked  upon  it  to  be  a  de- 
signed mob,  by  the  appearance  of  this  tall 
man, 

**  Being  asked,  why  the  justices  and 
constables,  looking  upon  this  man  as  the 
capital  ofiender,  took  no  methods  to  find 
out  his  name,  by  dogging  him,  or  in  any 
other  matiner?— he  said,  they  enquired 
among  the  officers,  who  said,  the^  had 
seen  him,  but  did  ndt  know  any  thing  of 
him — ^that  it  was  certainly  the  duty  of  a 
justice  of  peace,  or  constable,  to  seize  thia 
man ;  ,  and  that  Mr.  Keeling  and  the  wit- 
ness had  designed  to  do  it,  but  would  not 
speak  to  the  constables  for  fear  of  having 
it'diyulged ;  but  sir  William  Stevenson's 
carriage  drawing  up,  a  confusion  ensued, 
the  man  withdrew,  and  he  never  saw  him 
afterwards — that  from  the  time  of  his  first 
observing  this  man  to  be  active,  to  his  first 
waving  his  hat,  might  be  five  minutes— 
that  if  they  had  taken  hold  of  him  before 
the  pelting  began,  he  believes  they  should 
have  risked  their  lives ;  but  it  is  certainhr 
the  duty  of  a  magistrate  to  risk  his  iif* 


m] 


ftft  the  Aoemas  leatBngio  the  Htnue. 


A.  Di  1771. 


[S90 


upoA  lach  an  occasiop ;  and  Mr.  Keeling 
and  the  witneis  had  determined  to  seize 
bin,  aod  should  have  done  it,  but  for  sir 
WilluuD  Stevenson's  carriage  coming  up— - 
that  he  has  certainly  no  reason  to  appre- 
hend, that  any  magistrate,  of  the  city  of 
London,  or  other  person,  were  concerned 
in  encouraging  these  riots,  except  it  was 
tnie  that  alderman  Wilkes  was  drawn  down 
without  horses ;  which  he  thinks  caused 
the  mob — that  he  was  not  in  Palace-yard 
before  alderman  \^lkes's  carriage  appear- 
ed, nor  does  he  know  whether  he  set  out 
froo  the  Mansion-house  withoift  horses. 

'*  Your  Coronoittee  then  proceeded  to 
examine  into  the  dispersion  of  the  hand- 
bills: and  ^; 

**  Antiumy  Wrangham  a  statiqner,  who 
disDersea  news-papers,  being  examined, 
said,  he  knew  nothing  of  the  distribution 
of  hand  bilk.  / 

^^Biu  WiUiamst  newsman,  in  Russel- 
street,  Covent-garden,  said,  lie  saw  a 
hand  bUl  in  his  shop ;  but  he  was  sure  none 
were  dttpersed  In  his  papers,'  because  he 
folded  tnem  all  up,  ana  delivered  them 
hioMelf;  and  he  enquired  of  his  servants, 
whether  any  body  had  been  there  to  put 
in  any  bills,  and  they  said  nobody  had. 

**  Edvoard  Lamaridget  a  porter  at  the 
Temple  gate,  saia,  that  he  had  about  200 
hand  bilb  to  attend  my  lord  mayor  upon 
hisretara — that  he  does  not  know  the  man 
^m  whom  he  received  them— that  he  met 
him  in  Sl  Paul's- church-yard,  and  gave 
him  two  shillings  for  delivering  them; 
which  he  did  to  any  body  he  met :  that  he 
^  seen  the  man  since,  but  had  no  con- 
venation  with  him — ^that  he  was  a  thin 
man,  appeared  in  a  good  plain  dress  of 
second  mourning. 

'*  John  Stevens,  a  Temple  'porter,  said, 
that  he  only  delivered  hand  bills,  the  29th 
of  March,  for  the  London  Packet,  and  no 
other. 

**  Mt.  John  Jacksortf  a  constable,  said, 
he  attended  the  House  of  Commons  on 
the  25th  of  March,  and  was  the  person 
who  Michael  Keys  struck,  who  was  after- 
*^  apprehended  by  one  of  the  consta- 
bies,  and  carried  into  the  lobby,  and  then 
to  the  Guildhall— 4hat  the  witness  took  no 
notice  of  Keys  when  he  struck  him,  but 
■trikinp  another  constable,  he  was  then 
t^n  into  custody ;  but  knows  nothing  of 
toy  ringleader. 

/"  WiUiam  Latorence,  a  con^|ble,  said, 
^t  attending  his  duty,  on  thS|  day  lord 
^orth  was  assaulted,  a  man  struck  a  con- 
'^e;  npoQ  which  the  witness  saidi  why 


don't  you  take  him  into  custody  ?   upon 
which  he  struck  the  witness,  who  upon 
that  took  him  into  custody ;  but  he  knows 
nothing  of  any  ringleader. 
**  Peter  Senkouse,  a  constable  of  Qovent* 

garden  parish,  said,'  he  attended  the  par- 
ament  house  on  the  28th  of  March,  when 
his  Majesty  came  to  the  House  of  Peers-* 
that  they  took  a  man  into  custody  about 
two  o'clock,  in  Parliament-street,  for  cry- 
ing out,  <<  No  Lord  Mayor,  no  King," 
while  his  Majesty  was  passing  by— that 
they  took  him  before  sir  John  Fielding^ 
and  the  witness  indicted  him  at  the  last 
quarter  session,  but  the  Bill  was  not  found 
— that  he  laid  no  other  charge  against^ 
him  than  that  of  making  a  noise,  and  hiss- 
ing the  King;  and  be  did  not  perceive 
any  person  particularly  active  in  the  mob.'* 
A  motion  was  made,  and  the  question 
being  proposed,  that  the  said  Report  be 
printed :  and  a  debate  arising  in  the  House 
thereupon;  Ordered,  That  the  said  debate 
be  adjourned  for  half  an  hour. — Biit  before 
the  half  hour  was  expired  the  House  was 
commanded  by  the  Usher  of  the  Black  Rod  - 
to  attend  in  the  House  of  Peers  to  hear  the 
King's  Speech* 

The  King's  Speech  at  the  Close  of  the 
Session,"]  May  8.  The  King  came  to 
the  House  of  Peers,  and  put  an  end  to  the 
Session  with  the  foUowing  Speech  to  both 
Houses :  ^ 

<<  My  Lords,  and  Gentlemen ; 

**  As  the  state  of  public  business  no 
longer  requires  your  attendance,  I  think 
it  right,  at  this  season  of  the  year,  to  put 
an  end  to  the  present  session  of  parlia- 
ment. 

**  The  satisfaction  I  have  obtained  from 
his  Catholic  majesty,  for  the  injury  I  had 
received,  together  with  the  proofs  which 
the  courts  of  France  and  Spain  have  given 
me,  by  laying  aside  their  armaments,  of 
their  sincere  disposition  to  preserve  the 
general  tranquillity  of  Europe^  have  ena- 
bled me  to  reduce  my  forces  by  sea  and 
land. 

"  The  zeal  with  which  you  have  exerted 
yourselves  upon  apprehension  of  a  rupture 
with  Spain,  must  convince  the  world  of 
your  affectionate  attachment  to  me,  and 
of  your  constant  regard  for  the  true  inte« 
rests  of  your  country :  on  that  support  I 
shall  always  rely  for  the  defence  of  my  ho- 
nour, and  for  the  security  of  the  rights  of 
my  people. 

"  With  regard  to  the  troubles  which  stiQ 
agitate  some  parts  of  the  continent,  my 
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CDdeavoun  have 'never  been  wsntti^  to 
bring  them  to  an  end ;  and  hi  those  en* 
deavouA  you  msy  be  assured  I  shall  per- 
severe. 

**  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Commons; 

•*  It  was  with  real  concern  that  I  found 
myself  called  upon  by  the  situation  of  (Tub- 
lie  affairs,  to  ask  of  my  faithful  Commons 
more  than  ordinary  supplies  for  the  ser- 
vice of  the  current  year ;  and  I  cannot 
sufficiently  thank  you  for  the  unanhnity^ 
cheerfulness,  and  public  spirit,  with  which 
Ihey  have  been  granted. 

**  My  Lords,  and  Gentlemen ; 

**  While  we  acknowledge  the  goodness 
ef  Divine  Providence  in  preserving  us  from 
those  calamities  with  wnich  some  parts  of 
Europe  have  been  afflicted,  let  me  exhort 
you  to  employ  your  best  edHeayours  in  your 
several  stations  and  countries,  to  render 
the  national  happinefts  complete,  by  dis- 
couraging and  suppressing  all  groundless 
suspicions  and  domestic  dkturbances.  I 
have  no  other  object,  and  I  can  have  no 
other  interest,  than  to  reign  in  the  hearts 
of  a  free  and  happy  people ;  and  it  is  my 
earnest  wish,  that  m]^  suhjects  may  ndt  be 
prevented,  by  any  mistakes  or  anmiosities 
amongst  themselves,  from  enjoying,  in  the 
fullest  extent,  the  blessings  of  a  mild  and* 
legal  government.  The  support  of  our 
excellent  constitution  is  our  common  duty 
and  interest.  By  that  standard  I  would 
wish  my  people  to  try  all  public  principles 
and  professions,  and  to  look  upon  those  as 
tiieir  most  dangerous  enemies,  who,  un- 
der any  pretence  whatsoever,  would  per- 
suade them  to  violate  those  laws,  and  un- 
dermine that  authority  which  the  consti- 
tution has  provided  for  the  purpose  of  pre- 
serving the  general  liberty  and  happi- 


Tlie  parliament  was  then  prorogued  to 
the  23rd  of  July ;  and  was  afterwards  fur- 
ther prorogued  to  the  21st  of  January 
1772.* 


*  *'  During  the  recess,  the  city  had  recourse 
to  the  accustomed  measure  of  addressing  and 
petitioning  the  throne.  Their  fntentiob  being 
announced,  the  lord  chamherlain  wrote  to  the 
lordtna^^or,  informing  him  the  lively  could  not 
be  pehoitted  to  attend  him  to  St.  James's ;  and 
copies  of  this  letter  were  posted  in  various  fMrts 
Of  the  city,  under  pretence  of  preveoting  the 
livery  from  assembling.  A  peUtioo  was  pre- 
sented, couched  in  the  same  language  with 
others  whicji  bad  been  previously  addressed  to 
fbe  throne ;  it  complained  of  the  ai1>itrary ,  au- 
dacious, itlejEral,  and  wicked  proceedings  of  the 
fiousb  of  Oommons,  lb  -impnsonlDg  the  city 
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FIFTH  SESSION 


THIRTEENTH   PAAtlAMENT 
aw 
GREAT  BRITAIN. 

The  King^s  Speech  on  Op^if^g  '*^  S«^ 
sion.'}  January  21,  1772.  The  ting 
came  to  the  House  of  Peers,  and  opened 
the  Session  with  the  following  Speech  to 
both  Houses : 

"  My  Lords,  and  Gentlemen ; 

'^  It  gives  me  much  satisfaction  that  no- 
thing in  the  situation  of  our  affiurs,  eltbet 
foreign  or  domestic,  has  obliged  me  to  re- 
quire your  attendance  earlier  than  inight 
have  been  consistent  with  your  private 
convenience;  and  that  now  vou  are  met 
together,  you  will  find  yourselves  at  liber- 
ty to  ffive  your  whole  attention  to  the 
establishment  of  wise  and  useful  resula- 
tions  of  law,  and  to  the  extension  of  our 
commercial  advantages. 

"  The  performance  of  the  engiigement 
of  the  king  of  Spain,  in  the  restitution  of 
Port  Egmont  and  Falkland's  Island,  and 
the  repeated  assurances  I  have  received  of 
the  pacific  disposition  df  that  court,  as  well 
as  of  other  powers,  nromise  to  my  subject* 
the  continuance  of  peace;  and  we  may 
with  the  greater  confidence  hope  that  n 
shall  not  be  disturbed  in  the  enjoyment  of 
this  blessing,  as  there  is  no  reason  to  ap- 
prehend that  we  shall  become  involved  in 
the  troubles  which  still  unhappily  prevaO 
in  one  part  of  Europe. 

"  The  danger  of  the  farther  spreadine 
of  the  infectious  sickness  in  Europe,  iSf  1 
trust,  very  much  abated ;  but  I  must  re- 
commend it  to  you  not  to  suffer  our  hap- 
piness, in  having  been  hitherto  preserved 
from  so  dreadfula  calamity,  to  leissen  yonr 

members,  and  procuring  the  Dorbaoi  Yard 
Act ;  and  prayed  the  King  to  give  peace  to  the 
nation  hy  a  speedy  ^issoTotion  of  parfiaineot, 
and  by  removing  hh  present  vricked  awl  d»- 
potie  miniscers  fh>m  bis  pretenee  and  eeuseili 
for  ever.  The  King,  in  mswer,  said,  be  ftf 
always  ready  to  exert  bis  osafltitatiooal  pree* 
gative  in  redressing  real  grievaooes,  asd  tM 
city  of  London  sb^ld  ever  find  bim  ready  to 
listen  to  well-founded  oomnlaints^  but  be  tell 
concern  at  seeing  a  part  or  his  subjects  still  so 
misled  and  deluded,  as  to  rcnevv,  in  soch  re- 
prehensible teribs,  a  request  wtth  which  w 
tiad  repeatedly  dtieltfred  lite  reiHiliM  not  <i 
comply. 
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figikDcett  lh»  1MB  of  evevj  imiMUiIde 
precMtioD  fbff  oar  lafety. 

•*  GootliiHea  of  the  Bouse  of  CemmonB ; 

«  2  htfo  ordered  tHe  estkeotes  finr  tlie 
lenrice  of  die  eunent  Tear  to  bo  laid  be- 
fere  yea ;  I  nuke  no  dedbt  btH  you  wiH 
lee  tlie  propriety  of  maintaiiiinff  a  respect- 
Mt  ertwiwhmeat  of  mj  naval  forces.  I 
«B  pleated  koerever  to  nnd  tkae  I  shall  be 
uMfer  DO  neoesehj  of  asking  of  yois  at 
Ihii  time  aay  extraordinary  anL 
*<  My  Lords,  and  Gentlemen ; 

**  The  coBcerae  of  this  coaatry  ate  so 
nnm  and  extensive  as  to  re^oire  the 
BMt  T%iknt  and  active  attention^  and 
•one  of  them,  aa  well  from  remoteness  of 
phceasfrom  other  circumstancesy  are  so 
peculiarly  liable  to  abuses  and  exposed  to 
diager,  that  the  interposition  of  the  legis- 
latore  for  their  protection  may  become  ne- 
ctrnry:  if  in  any  such  instaocea,  either 
for  lopplyiDg  defects  or  remedying  abuses, 
you  shall  find  it  requisite  to  provide  any 
new  laws,  you  may  depend  upon  my  rea- 
dy  csDcwre^nce  in  whatever  may  best  con« 
tribute  to  the  attainment  of  those  salutary 

The  horde  Address  of  T\aidis.'\    His 


"  CsQiet,  which  it  is  no  longer  important  to 
■wertain,  had  created  irreparable  variances 
tnioo^  the  (aadere  of  city  polities :  their  pubUe 
neetto|rt  were  «oeiiei  ofkoatility,  elamour, 
uhI  itcrimiustiea ;  and  the  press  teemed  with 
tiieir  mutual  abuse.  During  the  coofiueiDent 
tf  ibe  lord  mayor,  the  ward  of  Farriogdoo 
stfvnaously  recommended  the  election  of  Mr. 
Wilkes  as  stieriff,  and  he  promised  to  accept 
the  office  if  chosen.  He  thought  proper  to 
viit  on  Mr.  Oliver,  who  was  expected  to  be 
^^^y  and  announced  himself  as  a  probable 
»adjiit«ir.  The  impriaoned  alderman  was 
<icciMly  adrerse  to  the  measure,  and,  aAer 
ftmoiistrating  with  him  for  a  considerable  time 
UHto,  lent  a  letter  to  Mr.  Wilkes's  deputy. 
Maiiiig  the  total  difference  of  their  |ioliticai 
^^y  sod  his  resolution  for  that,  and  many 
other  reasons,  not  to  serve  the  office  of  sheriff 
2|th  Wilkes.  notwithsUndiiiff  this  intimation, 
Hr.  Wilkes  persevered  in  omrio^  himself  a 
^^^  and  at  the  dose  of  the  poll,  he  and 
T*^raaB  Bull  were  returned  by  a  large  majo- 

^Daring  the  aeoeas,  the  office  of  Secretary 
nSuie,  vacated  by  the  death  of  the  earl  of 
Wax,  was  conferred  oa  the  earl  of  Suffolk, 
Jw  bi>  place  of  Lord  Privy  Seal  was  accepted 
Bjf  the  duke  of  Grafton.  Lord  Hyde  suc- 
ked, sa  the  death  of  h>rd  Strange,  to  the 
J*«weH«n4iip  of  the  Duchy  of  Laocestar; 
^t  these  changea  aaade  do  altevation  in  the 
>*»*>>  aystai  of  adtaiaisirttiap.*>  Addiphus. 


Majeety  ha^g  retired,  the  foIlQwiag  Ad* 
dress  was  moved  by  the  duke  of  B^fibrt 
aud  a^eed  to  without  any  debate: 
'<  Most  Gracious  Sovereign ; 

''  ^9>  yotiF  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and 
loyal  subjects,  the  Lords  spiritual  and  tem- 
poraly  in  parliament  assembled,  return 
your  Majesty  our  bumble  thanks  for  you,i| 
most  gracious  Speech  from  the  throne. 

"  Permit  us.  Sir,  to  offer  to  vour  Ma- 
jesty our  most  dutiful  congratulations  oa 
the  happy  event  of  the  increase  oi  youv 
vo^al  'famyly,  by  the  birth  of  anothev 
prmcoj  and  to  assure  vour  Majesty,  tjaiaft 
everjT  additioa  to  your  Majesty's  domestic^ 
ha^pftoessi  ra^ust  always  afiford  the  higbes| 
satisfaction  to  your  faithful  subjects. 

«  We  beg  leave  to  express  to  your  Mi^ 
jesty  our  most  grateful  sense  of  your  Ma« 
jesty's  regard  for  our  private  convenience, 
m  not  commandiog  us  to  an  earHer  atten* 
dance;  and  to  declare  to  your  Majesty 
our  determination  to  give  our  moat  dill* 
gent  attention  to  the  promotion  of  the  do- 
mestic interests  of  these  kingdoms,  and 
the  extension  of  our  commercial  advaa* 
tages,  by  the  establishment  of  useful  regu^ 
lations  of  law. 

<'  We  return  your  Majesty  our  humble 
thanks  for  your  goodness  and  condescen* 
sion,  in  acquainting  us,  from  the  throne^ 
with  the  restitution  of  Port  Egmont  an4 
Falkland's  Island,  on  the  part  pf  the  kiqg 
of  Spain,  and  with  the  assurances  vouf 
Majesty  has  received  of  the  pacific  dispo^ 
sition  of  foreign  powers.  We  are  mada 
happy  by  learning  that  vour  Majesty  ban 
no  reason  to  apprehend  thai  the  peaoo 
which  wo  at  present  enjoy,  wUl  be  dia^ 
turbed  by  our  being  any  wise  involved  i^ 
the  cjdamities  of  war,  which  still'  unh4(H 
pily  prevail  in  one  part  of  Europe. 

<<  Your  Majesty's  paternal  care,  ia  rov 
commending  to  us  a  due  vigilance  in  the 
use  of  every  precaution  to  preserve  thia 
country  fVom  that  most  dr^dful  contagtov^ 
firom  which,  under  the  Divine  Providenoa^ 
it  has  been  hitherto  our  happiaeas  to  ra? 
main  free,  calls  for  our  sinoeroit  acknow- 
ledgfnents,  and  ooneimaBdi  our  utmost  at^ 
tention. 

*<  We  heg  leave  to  aasure  your  Migesty, 
that  our  most  diligent  endeavours  shall  bo 
emf^yed  fee  frame  such  laws  as  shall,  in 
our  judgment,  tend  to  supjply  the  defects^ 
and  remedy  the  abuses,  wnich  may  ap»oav 
to  have  been  introduced  in  any  braiNMi  of 
the  various  and  extensive  coacenas  of  thk 
country ;  and  ve  look  upon  your  Majesty'a 
gncioua  assnranna  of  your  r^djr  < 
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fence  m  whatever  may  best  contribute  to 
the  attainment  of  those  salutary  ends,  as 
a  freflh  proof  of  that  desire  which  has  con- 
stantly oeen  shewn  by  your  Majesty  to 
promote  Uie  welfare  of  your  people." 

The  King's  AnsvoerJ}    His  Majesty  re- 
tamed  this  Answer : 
"  My  Lords ; 

**  I  thank  you  for  this  loyal  and  dutiful 
Address.  I  receive,  with  pleasure,  your 
congratulations  on  the  increase  of  my  fa- 
mily, and  the  assurances  of  the  attiention 
you  will  give  to  those  objects  which  I 
have  recommended  to  you  for  the  public 
good.  Nothing  can  be  more  acceptible 
to  me,  than  the  sense  you  express  of  my 
desire  to  promote  the  wel&re  of  my 
people.'* 

The  Commons*  Address  of  Thanh.'} 
The  Commons  being  returned  to  their 
House, 

Lord  Hinchinhroohe  rose  to  move  an 
Address  of  Thanks.  He  said,  that  how- 
ever'much  gentjemen  might  differ  about 
the  terms,  none  could  have  any  objection 
to  the  first  parwaph,  which  expressed 
their  duty  and  auction  to  the  sovereign 
and  his  xoyjaX  consort,  and  their  satisfac- 
tion at  the  increase  of  their  family ;  that 
the  wisdom  and  paternal  care  of  the  King 
in  preserving  us  from  the  calamities  of 
war,  while  at  the  same  time  he  had  as- 
serted the  honour  and  just  rights  of  his 
people,  demanded  their  highest  acknow- 
ledgments ;  that  the  present  state  of  the 
Bavy  was  resectable,  but  that  from  the 
peculiarity  or  his  situation,  he  could  not 
expatiate  on  the  subject,  and  that  he 
begged  the  House's  pardon  for  having 
aaid  so  much.  He  then  read  the' Address, 
which  was  as  follows : 

•«  Most  Gracious  Sovereign ; 
<<  We,  your  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and 
k>jral  subjects,  the  Commons  of  Great  Bri- 
tam  in  parliament  assembled,  return  your 
Majesty  our  humble  thanks  for  your  most 
gracious  Speech  from  the  throne. 

-  « It  is  with  unfeigned  joy  we  beg  leave  to 
offer  to  your  Majesty  our  congratulations 
on  the  birth  of  another  prince,  and  on  the 
happy  recovery  of  the  Queen,  who  is  still 
more  endeared  to  this  nation  by  every 
new  pledge  of  security  for  ihe  happiness 
we  enjoy  under  your  Majesty's  auspicious 
government,  as  well  as  by  her  Majesty's 
amiable  virtues. 

-  "  We  return  your  Majesty  our  warmest 
thanks»  for  your  gradoui  communication 


of  the  assurances  your  Majesty  has  re- 
ceived  from  the  king  of  Spain,  as  well  at 
from  other  powers,  of  their  disposition  to 
maintain  the  public  tranquOlity ;  and  we 
cannot  but  feel  the  greatest  satisfacAioa  at 
the  fair  prospect  wmch  those  assurances, 
and  the  performance  of  his  Catholic  ma- 
iesty's  engagement,  by  the  restitution  of 
rortEemont  and  Falkland's  Island,  afford 
your  Af ajesty's  subjects  of  the  continoance 
of  peace :  at  the  same  time,  we  have  the 
greatest  confidence,  that  the  respect  de- 
rived  to  this  nation,  from  the  moderation 
and  firmness  of  your  Majesty's  conduct, 
will  continue  to  preserve  your  Majesty'i 
dominions  from  the  calamities  of  war, 
which  still  unhappily  prevail  in  the  distant 
parts  of  Europe. 

<<  We  acknowledge  with  gratitude  your 
Majesty's  paternal  care,  in  the  precau- 
tions your  Majesty  has  taken  to  preserve 
this  kinffdom  from  the  infectious  sicbess 
with  which  we  have  of  late  been  alarmed; 
and  though  we  have  the  satisfaction  to 
find,  that,  by  the  blessing  of  Providepce, 
the  danger  of  its  spreading  is  now  dimi- 
nished, we  will  not  be  negligent,  on  our 
part,  in  taking  such  measures  as  may, 
from  time  to  time,  appear  best  calculated 
to  secure  this  nation  from  the  visitation  of 
so  dreadful  an  evil. 

«  Your  Majesty's  faithful  Commons  vill 
cheerfully  grant  to  your  Majesty  such  sup- 
plies as  shall  be  found  necessary  for  the 
service  of  the  current  year ;  and  we  will 
be  careful  to  make  sufficient  provision  for 
the  establishment  of  a  respectable  naval 
force,  on  which,  we  are  truly  sensible,  the 
security,  as  well  as  the  importancci  of  tbii 
nation  must  ever  principally  depend. 

••  We  assure  your  Majesty,  that  we  will 
not  fail,  during  this  season  of  tranquillity, 
to  employ  our  time  in  making  such  provi- 
sions as  may  be  found  necessarv  for  the 
improvement  of  our  laws,  and  the  exten- 
sion of  our  commerce  :  and  your  Majesty 
may  rely  on  our  vigilant  and  active  atten- 
tion to  those  important  concerns  recom- 
mended to  us  by  your  Majesty;  9sA 
wherever  it  shall  be  found,  that,  with,  re- 
spect to  anv  of  ^ these,  either  from  the  re- 
moteness or  their  situation  from  the  seat  of 
governnaent,  or  from  other  circumstances, 
such  abuses  prevail  as  expose  them  to 
danger,  we  shall  think  it  our  duty  to  en- 
deavour, by  every  regulation  in  our  power, 
to  remedy  those  evils,  which  may,  in  their 
consequences,  so  essentially  affect  the  in« 
terest  and  honour  of  this  country." 

Mr.  Vane  seconded  the  Address,  saying 
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that  the  noble  lord  had  expressed  himself 
to  fully  and  so  justly  upon  them  that  little 
remained  for  him  to  add;  and  that,  if  it 
was  ooC  costomary  on  these  occasions  to 
ny  MMDethingy  he  could  content  himself 
barely  with  seconding  the  motion.  He 
theo  briefly  recapitulated  the  arguments 
of  the  noble  mover,  declaring,  that  to  con* 
gratulate  the  King  on  the  difierent  ac- 
cooDts  mentioned  by  him  was  in  fact  to 
ODDgntulate  ourselves ;  that  as  we  were 
WW,  tbroagh  the  wisdom  of  his  Majesty, 
at  peace  with  all  the  world,  and  likely  to 
renttb  so,  the  House  would  have  leisure 
to  direct  their  attention  to  domestic  affiairs ; 
tl^st  the  malveraation  of  the  East  India 
Compaoy's  servants  called  loudly  for  their 
iaterpoaition,  and  that  he  trusted  they 
vould  have  an  opportunity  of  displaying 
tbeir  legislative  wisdom  in  adjusting  these 
matters.  Here  he  run  over  the  heads  of 
the  difFowt  charges  brought  against  the 
Company  and  its  servants.  He.  hinted  that 
at  present  the  Company  had  not  that 
power  over  their  servants,  to  compel  their 
orders  io  be  obeyed ;  nor  to  prevent  them 
from  enriching  themselves  in  an  arbitrary 
Daoner  at  the  expence  of  the  Company, 
rum  to  the  nation^  and  perhaps  in  its  con- 
Kquence  the  entire  loss  of  those  dominions 
to  Great  Britain. 

After  the  hon.  gentleman  had  sat  down, 
erery  body  expected  that  some  member 
of  the  opposition  would  rise,  but  nothing 
but  silence  succeeded.  The  Address  was 
*^^  to,  and  the  House  adjourned  be- 
fore four  o'clock. 

The  Kmg^s  Ansaoer.J     To  the  above 
Address  the  King  returned  this  Answer : 
^  Gentlemen, 

**  I  thank  you  very  heartily  for  this  most 
flotifi]}  Address.  Y6ur  afiectionate  con- 
gratuiations  on  the  birth  of  another  prince, 
*°d  the  regard  you  express  for  the  Queen, 
tK  highly  acceptable  to  me. 
,  '*  I  receive  with  pleasure  and  approba- 
^  the  assurances  you  give  me  of  your 
i^bIous  endeavours  for  the  extension  and 
*^rity  of  the  national  interest  and  ad- 
vantages. 

**  I  have  nothing  so  much  at  heart  as 
^  see  my  kingdoms  flourishing  in  com- 
^''^  and  my  people  happy  under  my 
fwermnent.** 

^foT  prohibiting  the  Exportation  of 
fW]  January  24.  The  House  went 
^a  Committee  on  the  Act  for  prohibit- 
^i^  exportation  of  Corn.    Mr.  Cooper 


observed  on  it,  that  the  present  higb 
prices  made  it  necessary  to  continue  the 
prohibition  for  another  year;  but  that  it 
was  proposed  to  insert  a  clause  in  the  Bill, 
to  give  power  to  parliament  to  make  any 
alterations  in  the  course  of  this  .session  that 
might  be  thought  necessary.  A  member 
expressed  his  wish,  that  the  time  of  the 
prohibition  should  not  extend  till  the  next 
session,  as  then  the  seed  time  would  be 
over,  and  many  farmers  would  neglect  to 
sow  wheat  from  the  stock  in  hand,  and 
difficulty  of  selling,  supposing  a  great  crop 
next  year.  It  was  observed  on  this,  tliat 
were  the  time  to  be  shortened,  it  would 
occasion  a  sudden  rise.,  especially  as  fo- 
reien  countries,  Germany  particularly, 
had  such  a  present  deficiency :  that  on 
speculation,  com  would  be  stored  to  sup* 
ply  them,  and  a  scarcity  here  ensue,  be- 
fore farmers  could  thresh  out  their  new 
crops.  The  resolution  of  continuing  thb 
Act  agreed  to. 

Sir  W.  Meredith  movedi  That  it  might 
be  a  general  order,  that  no  billy  or  clause 
in  a  bUl,  making  any  offence  capital,  should 
be  agreed  to  but  m  a  committee  of  the 
whole  House.  He  observed,  that  at  pre* 
sent  the  facility  of  passing  such  clauses 
was  shameful:  that  he  once  passing,  a 
committee-room,  when  only  one  menober 
was  holding  a  committee,  with  a  clerk's 
boy;  he  happened  to  hear  something  of 
hanging ;  he  immediately  had  the  curiosity 
to  asl^  what  was  going  forward  in  that 
small  committee,  Uiat  could  merit  sucb 
a  punishment  ?  He  was  answered,  that  it 
was  an  inclosing  Bill  in  which  a  ffreat  m^ny 
poor  people  ^ere  concerned,  who  opposed 
the  Bill:  that  they  feared  those  people 
would  obstruct  the  execution  of  the  Acl^ 
and  therefore  this  clause  was  to  make  it 
capital  felony  in  any  one  who  did  so«-r 
This  Resolution  was  unanimously  agreed 
to. 

Debate  in  the  Commons  on  the  Number 
of  Seamen.']  January  29.  In  the  Coin- 
mittee  of  Supply, 

Mr.  BuUeTf  one  of  the  lords  of  the  Admi- 
ralty, moved,  *'  That  25,000  men  be  em« 
ployed  for  th&  sea  service,  for  the  year 
1772,  includmg  6,664<  marines."  He 
contented  himself  with  stating  that  the  esr 
tablishment  in  1771,  before  the  alarqa  of  a 
war,  was  16,000,  including 4,000  marines: 
that  40,000  were  voted  last  year;  tha^ 
for  the  present  year,  an  additional  number 
of  ships,  more  than  in  1770,  were  destined 
for  the  Gast  Indies,  «n  additional  numb^ 
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fence  in  whatever  may  best  contribate  to 
the  attainment  of  those  salutary  ends,  as 
a  fredi  proof  of  that  desire  which  has  con- 
stantly l>een  shewn  by  your  Majesty  to 
promote  the  welftre  of  your  people." 

The  King^s  Antaoer.'}    His  Majesty  re- 
turned this  Answer : 
<*  My  Lords ; 

**  I  thank  you  for  this  loyal  and  dutiful 
Address.  I  receive,  with  pleasure,  your 
congratulations  on  the  increase  of  my  fa- 
mily, and  the  assurances  of  the  attention 
you  will  give  to  those  objects  which  I 
have  recommended  to  you  for  the  public 
good.  Nothing  can  be  more  acceptable 
to  me,  than  the  sense  you  express  of  my 
desire  to  promote  the  welfare  of  my 
people." 

The  Common^  Address  of  Thanksr^ 
The  Commons  being  returned  to  their 
House, 

Lord  Hinchinbrooke  rose  to  move  an 
Address  of  Thanks.  He  said,  that  how- 
ever'much  gentjemen  might  differ  about 
the  terms,  none  could  have  any  objection 
to  the  first  paragraph,  which  expressed 
their  duty  and  affection  to  the  sovereign 
and  his  roytLl  consort,  and  their  satisfac- 
tion at  the  increase  of  their  family ;  that 
the  wisdom  and  paternal  care  of  the  King 
in  preserving  us  from  the  calamities  of 
war,  while  at  the  same  time  he  had  as- 
serted the  honour  and  just  rights  of  his 
people,  demanded  their  highest  acknow- 
ledgments ;  that  the  present  state  of  the 
Bavy  was  respectable,  but  that  from  the 
peculiarity  or  his  situation,  he  could  not 
expatiate  on  the  subject,  and  that  he 
begged  the  House's  pardon  for  having 
said  so  much.  He  then  read  the^  Address, 
which  was  as  follows : 

*<  Most  Gracious  Sovereign ; 

**  We,  your  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and 
k>jral  subjects,  the  Commons  of  Great  Bri- 
tam  in  parliament  assembled,  return  your 
Majesty  our  humble  thanks  for  your  most 
gracious  Speech  from  the  throne. 
-  <<  It  is  with  unfeigned  joy  we  beg  leave  to 
offer  to  your  Majesty  our  congratulations 
on  the  birth  of  another  prince,  and  on  the 
happy  recovery  of  the  Queen,  who  is  still 
more  endeared  to  this  nation  by  every 
new  pledge  of  security  for  .the  happiness 
we  enjoy  under  your  Majesty's  auspicious 
government,  as  well  as  by  her  Majesty's 
amiable  virtues. 

•*  We  return  your  Majesty  our  warmest 
thanks,  for  your  gracious  communication 


of  the  assurances  your  Mijesty  has  re- 
ceived  from  the  king  of  Spain,  as  well  at 
from  other  powers,  of  their  disposition  to 
maintain  the  public  tranquillity ;  and  we 
cannot  but  feei  the  greatest  satis&ction  at 
the  fair  prospect  wmch  those  assuranoei, 
and  the  performance  of  his  Catholic  ma- 
lesty's  engagement,  by  the  restitution  of 
rort  Eemont  and  Falkland's  Island,  afford 
your  Af  ajesty's  subjects  of  the  continaaoce 
of  peace :  at  the  same  time,  we  have  the 
greatest  confidence,  that  the  respeet  de* 
rived  to  this  nation,  firom  the  moderation 
and  firmness  of  your  Majesty's  conduct, 
will  continue  to  preserve  your  Majesty'i 
dominions  from  the  calamities  of  war, 
which  still  unhappily  prevail  in  the  distant 
parts  of  Europe. 

««  We  acknowledge  with  gratitude  your 
Majesty's  paternal  care,  in  the  precau- 
tions your  Majesty  has  taken  to  preserve 
this  kingdom  from  the  infectious  sicbesi 
widi  which  we  have  of  late  been  alarmed; 
and  though  we  have  the  satis&ction  to 
find,  that,  by  the  blessing  of  Providence, 
the  danger  of  its  spreading  is  now  dimi- 
nished, we  will  not  be  negligent,  on  our 
part,  in  taking  such  measures  as  may, 
from  time  to  time,  appear  best  calculated 
to  secure  this  nation  from  the  visitation  of 
so  dreadful  an  evil. 

<<  Your  Majesty's  faithful  Commons  will 
cheerfully  grant  to  your  Majesty  such  sup- 
plies as  shall  be  found  necessary  for  the 
service  of  the  current  year ;  and  we  will 
be  careful  to  make  sufficient  provision  for 
the  establishment  of  a  respectable  naval 
force,  on  which,  we  are  truly  sensible,  the 
security,  as  well  as  the  importance,  of  tbii 
nation  must  ever  principauy  depend. 

•*  We  assure  your  Majesty,  that  we  will 
not  fail,  during  this  season  of  tranquillity, 
to  employ  our  time  in  making  such  provi' 
sions  as  may  be  found  necessarv  for  the 
improvement  of  our  laws,  and  the  exten- 
sion of  our  commerce  :  and  your  Majesty 
may  rely  on  our  vigilant  and  active  atten- 
tion to  those  important  concerns  recom- 
mended to  us  by  your  Majesty;  and 
wherever  it  shall  be  found,  that,  with  re- 
spect to  anv  of  ^these,  either  from  the  re- 
moteness or  their  situation  from  the  seat  of 
government,  or  from  other  circumstances, 
such  abuses  prevail  as  expose  them  to 
danger,  we  shall  think  it  our  duty  to  en- 
deavour, by  every  regulation  in  our  power, 
to  remedy  those  evils,  which  may,  in  their 
consequences,  so  essentially  afiect  the  ia« 
terest  and  honour  of  this  country." 

Mr.  Fane  seconded  the  Address^  saying 
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tkat  the  noble  lord  had  expressed  himself 
to  fuliy  and  so  justly  upon  tnem  that  little 
femsiaed  for  him  to  add;  and  that,  if  it 
iras  not  costomary  on  these  occasions  to 
ny  wmething,  he  could  content  himself 
birelj  with  seconding  the  motion.  He 
theo  briefly  recapitulated  the  arguments 
of  the  noble  moTer,  declaring,  that  to  con* 
gntulate  the  King  on  the  different  ac- 
counts mentioned  by  him  was  in  fiict  to 
coogntalate  ourselves ;  that  as  we  were 
W9y  throuj^h  the  wisdom  of  his  Majesty, 
at  peace  with  all  the  world,  and  likely  to 
refMiQ  so,  the  House  would  hare  leisure 
todirect  their  attention  to  domestic  afiairs ; 
thit  the  malversation  of  the  East  India 
CoopaD^'s  servants  called  loudly  for  their 
ioterpoBition,  and  that  he  trusted  they 
would  hate  an  opportunity  of  displaying 
tlieir  legislative  wisdom  in  adjusting  these 
natters.  Here  he  run  over  the  heads  of 
the  different  charges  brought  against  the 
Company  and  its  servants.  He,  hinted  that 
at  present  the  Company  had  not  that 
power  over  their  servants,  to  compel  their 
orders  to  be  obeyed ;  nor  to  prevent  them 
from  enriching  themselves  in  an  arbitrary 
"WDDer  at  the  expence  of  the  Company, 
rum  to  the  nation^  and  perhaps  in  its  con* 
Kquence  the  entire  loss  of  those  dominions 
to  Great  Britain. 

Alter  the  hon.  gentleman  had  sat  down, 
^^  body  expected  that  some  member 
of  the  opposition  would  rise,  but  nothing 
hut  silence  succeeded.  The  Address  was 
^reed  to,  and  the  House  adjourned  be- 
tore  four  o'clock. 

JAe  Khi^s  AtunoerJ]     To  the  above 
Address  the  King  returned  this  Answer : 
"  Gentlemen, 

**  I  thank  you  very  heartily  for  this  most 
fliitifiil  Address.  Y6ur  affectionate  con- 
grstolations  on  the  birth  of  another  prince, 
tod  the  regard  you  express  for  the  Queen, 
*e  highly  acceptable  to  me. 
.  **  I  receive  with  pleasure  and  approba- 
^D  the  assurances  you  give  me  of  your 
***^  endeavours  for  the  extension  and 
i^ority  of  the  national  interest  and  ad- 
'antages. 

^  I  have  nothing  so  much  at  heart  as 
^  »e  my  kingdoms  flourishing  in  com- 
*^^  and  my  people  happy  under  my 
{''Anient.** 

^Jbr  prokibiiing  the  Exportation  of 
f*^]  January  24.  The  House  went 
?^a  Committee  on  the  Act  for  prohibit^ 
*«^  exportation  of  Com.    Me.  Cooper 


observed  on  it,  that  the  present  higl^ 
prices  made  it  necessary  to  continue  the 
prohibition  for  another  year ;  but  that  it 
was  proposed  to  insert  a  clause  in  the  Bill, 
to  give  power  to  parliament  to  make  any 
alterations  in  the  course  of  this  .session  that 
might  be  thought  necessary.  A  member 
expressed  his  wish,  that  the  time  of  the 
prohibition  should  not  extend  till  the  next 
session,  as  then  the  seed  time  would  be 
over,  and  many  farmers  would  neglect  to 
sow  wheat  from  the  stock  in  hand,  and 
difficulty  of  selling,  supposing  a  great  crop 
next  year.  It  was  observed  on  this,  tliat 
were  the  time  to  be  shortened,  it  would 
occasion  a  sudden  risej  especially  as  fo- 
reien  countries,  Germany  particularly, 
had  such  a  present  deficiency :  that  on 
speculation,  com  would  be  stored  to  sup- 
ply them,  and  a  scarcity  here  ensue,  be- 
fore farmers  could  thresh  out  their  new 
crops.  The  resolution  of  contmuing  th6 
Act  agreed  to. 

Sir  IV.  Meredith  moved.  That  it  might 
be  a  p;eneral  order,  that  no  bill,  or  clause 
in  a  bill,  making  an^  offence  capital,  should 
be  agreed  to  but  m  a  committee  of  the 
whole  House.  He  observed,  that  at  pre- 
sent the  facility  of  passing  such  clauses 
was  shameful:  that  he  once  passing,  a 
committee-room,  when  only  one  memDer 
was  holding  a  committee,  with  a  clerk's 
boy;  he  happened  to  hear  something  of 
hanging;  he  immediately  had  the  curiosity 
to  asl^  what  was  going  forward  in  thi^ 
small  committee,  that  could  merit  sucb 
a  punishment?  He  was  answered,  that  it 
was  an  inclosing  Bill  in  which  a  great  m^ny 
poor  people  ^ere  concerned,  who  opposed 
the  Bill:  that  they  feared  those  people 
would  obstruct  the  execution  of  the  Acl^ 
and  therefore  this  clause  was  to  make  it 
capital  felony  in  any  one  who  did  so^-r 
This  Resolution  was  unanimously  agreed 
to. 

Debate  in  ihe  Commons  on  the  Number 
of  Seamen.']  January  29.  In  the  Com- 
mittee of  Supply, 

Mr.  BuUery  one  of  the  lords  of  the  Admi- 
ralty, moved,  *'  That  25,000  men  be  em- 
ployed for  the  sea  service,  for  the  year 
1772,  including  6,664  marines."  He 
contented  himself  with  stating  that  the  esr 
tablishment  in  1771,  befpre  the  alar^i  of  a 
war,  was  16,000,  indudine  4,000  marines : 
that  40,000  were  voted  last  year;  tha^ 
for  the  present  year,  an  additional  number 
of  ships,  more  than  in  177Q»  weredestmed 
for  the  ^t  Indies,  an  additipnal  nupib^ 
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for  the  Jfttnftka  «Ciition,  an  addkion  in  tiie 
Mediterranean,  and  thi^  by  a  new  arrange- 
meat  the  20  guard  riupa  kept  at  bcoie 
weretohanre  a'gYecOer  complement  of  men^ 
not  only  that  they  might  be  kept  ready 
upon  any  emergency,  but  that  they  might 
be  kept  cruising,  and  not  suflfered  to  lie  in 
port,  where  th^  were  found  to  rot  and  to 
DO  consumed  by  the  worms :  that  he  did 
not  pretend  to  account  for  the  propriety 
0f  tne  dlffinent  destinations,  Wiiioh  was 
not  his  department,  but  supposing  the 
destimitions  right,  the  additional  number 
Of  men  requisite  would  be  d^OOO,  making 
in  all  25,000,  for  which  number  he  moved. 

Mr.  HfmM^,  another  lord  of  the  admi- 
talty  secondea  the  motion,  and  entered  a 
little  into  the  reasons  of  the  destination, 
and  amongst  other  things  sard,  as  a  reason 
for  the  increase  of  force  at  Jamaica,  that 
tho  Spaniards  had  a  great  force  in  these 
parts ;  that  they  might  rendezvous  at  Vera 
CruK,  and  attack  Jamaica  before  we  could 
iend  assistance ;  that  though  we  kept  up 
tvi^enty  guard  ships  at  a  great  expmt^e 
during  the  last  peace,  yet  they  were  really 
ined  ail  the  while  as  a' job,  and  were  to- 
taHy  unfit  for  service  wtien  we  came  to 
want  them;  that  they  were  rotten  and 
consumed  in  the  ports  "by  worms.  And 
that  to  keep  the  guaMships  in  proper  or* 
der,  and  to  iiuppTy  the  East  Indies  and 
Jamaica  with  >a  proper  force,  and  to 
strengthen  our  foroe  in  some  other  parts, 
the  lutditional  number  of  9,000  was  ne- 
liessary. 

Admivid'Keppel,  and  sir  Charles  Saun- 
ders, arraigned  arid  condemned  this  dis- 
position of  the  ^eet,  and  opposed  the  in- 
crease of  seamen.  They  observed,  that 
in  the*£ast-Indie8  the  force  was  either  too 
•great  or  too  little ;  too  great,  if  there  was 
^probability  of^i  permanent  peace,  as  ex- 
pressed in  the  (King's  Speech ;  and  too 
little,  if  war:  that  whenever  we  sent  any 
ships,  the  French  did  the  same;  so  that, 
in  time,  each  nation  would  have  so  large  a 
Mivy  in  those  sees,  that  it  was  trusting 
entirely  to  the  prudence  of  the  oom- 
mander,  whether  or  not  he  engaged  the 
niftion  in  a  war:  that  as  to  Jamaica,  the 
force  there,  being  ohly  about  four  ships, 
^as  by  no  means  aUffioient  to  defend  it,  if 
attacked ;  and  as  to  North  America,  there 
^was  no  enemy  in  those  pavU ;  and  the 
"Ships,  from  tlieineiemency  of  the  season, 
<mo8t  be  fthut  ^up  for  some  months  in  the 
year:  therefore,  upon  the  whole,  they 
thought  that  it  would  'be  better  to  send 
tome  ilhips  ^every  swrnner  to  those  ootm- 
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tries,  and  let  them  xetumtD^ngliDd  ia 
wmter.  And  with  veapect  to  the  guanl* 
shipSy  they  were  of  opinion,  tbet  tbejpi«> 
sent  aystem  of  keeping  ihem  m  Mj 
maoned  was  wroi^ ;  u  Uieir  idea,  it  vm 
best  to  keep  the  shias  reader,  but  to  trust 
to .  peessing  -to  nran  them. 

Sir  George  Samk  took  notifle,  that  the 
King's  fipeech  had  declared,  'that  everj 
thing  promised  the  contianaiice  of  oeice, 
and  yet  the  present  motion  had  toeap* 
pearance  of  war ;  that  it  was  tod  weak  a 
force  for  war,  and  a  forest  deal  too  much 
for  peace ;  that  «t  the  same  time  meu  wbe 
wished  wdl  to  the  public,  codd  not  Teo> 
ture  to  give  a  negative  to  the  motieD,  be> 
oaose  the  minisfeevsp  notvithslandiqg  the 
pacific  declarations  of  the  King's  Speedi, 
might  hanre  season' to  Apprshend  war;  but 
if  this  was  meant  as  a  perpetpal  peace  » 
tablishment,  erwy  honest  man  must  op* 
posejt,  as  being  attended  with  a  nnooiit 
expeocQ.     That  if  the  guardshifia  «ere 
now  allowed  to  be  a  job,  ami  to  hsfeaD* 
Bwered  no  purpose,  wiiat  seourity  cooli 
we  have  that  they  would  not  ogiunbea 
job,  only  ^ith  the  difference  of  heiog  a 
much  more  A^qpensive  job?  That  this io- 
coease  woidd  no  doubt  gke.a  great  deal  d 
'additional  iaAoence  to  the  first  lord  of  the 
Admiralty,  and  would  enable  him  to  pro- 
vide for  «11  his  friends  in  the  CiaqaeFortt 
and  dsewhere,  who  send  members  to  p&^ 
liament,  and  if  the  infiimoos  practice  d 
aeUing  offices  and  comnnssions  should  be 
introduced,  he  would  have  many  mofe 
thin^  to  sell ;  but   with  regard  to  tin 
public,  if  we  are  to  keep  upawaresu< 
Uishment  in  time  ^of  peace,  we  must  isfal 
iibly  be  ruined,  and  that  it  was  better^ 
to  go  to  war,  if  we  cannot  trust  our  neigb^ 
liours,  than  to  waate  our  atfength  in  vsf\ 
4es8  inactivity.      That  after  once  intrti 
ducing  such  a  force  in  time  of  peace,  o| 
minister  woufal  venture  to  diminish  it,  n<j 
indeed  would  he  have  the  inclination,  ^ 
-sweets  of  power,  and  the  influence  aiisiol 
fipom  having  bo  many  things  to  give  awaj 
:and  the  appearance  of  hardship  ki  4 
priviog  persons.of  their  conamissions,  «e] 
motives  sufficient  to  prevent  hereafter  a« 
diminution ;  and  as  the  .navy  was  the  i 
vourite  service  of  England,  the  mtoisV 
was  .too  likely  to  be  supported  in  the  m^ 
extravagant  propositions  for  its  increase 

Mr.  Cormml  observed,  that  the  i 
crease  .of  seamen  would  coat  4ke  nati 
500,000/.  and*shewed  the  impoasihilitytl 
this  increase  in  t&e  eatablishntent  wot 
•evar  4)6  •.  lessened,  aa.no  aargutnent  | 
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25^  men  w«$  bvoi^Ut  this  yeas,  which 
might  not  with  equal  propriety  be  brought 
ererjyear.  ^ 

CaioD^  Bofti  approved  of  the  deom^id 
of  men;  Hot  oti  the  footing  of  a  peace  es- 
tabiisbment,  mtaa  having  reason  to  think, 
from  the  ul^qce  tji  the  minfetry  in  offisribg 
lU)  argument  foe.  their  pre9eot  demand, 
that  affairs  did  not  freer  that  |>eaceable 
aspect  tbejf  if^uld  Wish  th^  public  to  be- 
lieve: tiuit  in  Germapy.  there  appeared  a. 
disposition  to  j^  in  aano^C  ^e  powers : 
that  neither  wrance  nor  Spain  aisarmied 
81  might  be  expected :  a^dJie  ct^Ued  upqa 
tbemiaister  to  give  some  'QatidFaction  to 
Ae  Houi^'hi  this  letter. 

Lofd'ifor^A  aaid  the  aro^ent  in  thet 
£a£t  ladies* was  Decenary,  not  only  to 
c<^  with  the'  FfeechJ  btii  to  be  a  check 
oponthepresent  officers 'of  the  CompfMiy* 
who,  ibr  waat  of  proper  Ihws,*  disobeyed 
their  mast^  4iBd  tharW>y  as  sdddei^y  as 
«xoTbiuiHly»  irK^eased  tMr  pytfi  iinahces ; 
a  cQodocC  which  might  hazard  -the  loss  of 
tfaotie  domiaioiia  to  this'  kingdom,  teight 
niio  the  tg^nfxy,  and  njakerthe  Ei^lish 
hated  by  the  peqple  Over  whQfp  theyty- 
laaoiz^.  '>ijflth  regard  to  ihe  condition 
of  the  Aeet,  Jbe  said,  that  in  a  year  we 
Aoold  have  hear  eighty  eflips  of  the  b*ne 
fit  for^lrioe ;  ^a  forc^,  whieh,  consioering 
the  goodness  of  onr  saihfrSy  weuld  at  any-  > 
time  )k  superior  to  the  French  4ind  Spa- 
mauds,  ihou{^  they  mi^  be  near  a  hun- 
dred ^iHif  uie  line* — He  g^e  q  hime  end 
tmaatifl^ictorv  acCount  of  the  reaaona.  of 
the  present  force  at  Jamaica ;  explained 
the  oew  hy^^  ^itb^regard  to  the  ^ard. 
dupa,  but  jdid  npt  ieem  hiinsdf  satisfied 
that  tbi^arrhni^ementVequifed  thenunofbalrv 
of  men  proposed  for  it;  said  he  had  Ire^ 
quently  a^ked  that  question^  why  tnore 


but  the  olh^r  perpetual;  thftt  die  effect  6f 
thia  plan  ban  been  to  keep  the  stocks' 
under  par  during^  this  last  peace,  becaus^ 
the  hopes  of  paying  off  our  debts  were  di« 
toinished;  that  this  method  would  con« 
sume  us  like  a  slow  poison ;  that  if  wa 
CQutd  not  depend  on  ^  pacific  disposi* 
tions  of  our  neighbours,  we  ought  to  go  tfi| 
war  with  thein»  end  not  consume  ourselve^' 
by  intolerable  expenices  in  times  of  peac% 
e^p^i^ly  9fi  all  these  expences  tenoed  t(|^ 
•create  an  undue  ihfluence  in  parliament* 
That  the  French  and  us  were  on  a  quiti| 
differeift  footing,  four  they  had  resource^ 
*of  revenue  which  could  ^i|ble  them  to 
,  carry  on  a  war  without  pHt>hc  credit,  of 
which  they^hwl  now  none,  iiMt  that  our 
force  arose  entirely  from  our  pablic  preditt 
which  could  only  be  supported  by  mosti 
attentive  ceconpmy  in  timgs  of  peaee,  froni 
which  alone  the  o'editprs  of  the  public 
could  fiopef  for  their  payment.  That  falla<« 
cious  hopes  bad  been  bung  ou(  to  the 
people  fav  the  King's  Speech,  when.thejf 
were  told  that  hU  Majesty  would  be  under  * 
'  np,  necessity  at  th^  tinie  of  ja^ngany 
extraordinary  aid;  that  this  increase  of 
the  navy  might  indeed  be  paid  for  at  pre* 
sent  out  of  0ie  es^traordhiary  aids  granted 
last  year  with  a  view  to  an  ipipending  war* 
but  that  money  waa  an  extraordinasy  aid^' 
and  as  it  was  not  used  it  ought  to  haM 
been  paid  tp  the  public  creditors.  Thaliai 
by  tfie  no)^e  lordfa  speech  little  b^ym 
were  given  of  a  diminution,  of  that  «air) 
penc6  next  year,  a  further  aid  n)iiat  theft 
TO  demanded^  and  must  be  8iu>plied«^he0 
by  taking  from  the  sinking  umd  androkH* 
bing  the  public  cr|ditoc$9  or  by  iMfi  addi-* 
tionaltax;  that  this  tberrfore'appearedUi 
be  a  piece  of  art  and  raanageanent  ;tiOi 
begtn'the  augmediatian»  when  the^manef) 


men?  and  that  hehad  be«Qi|cJdtheiwerev  gr|mted  la^t  year  for  another  purpose 

accessary;  apd  that  he  wto  wilfl^  tor  one    '"  ^~ "  '~  ^ ^^'^  '^  — -^j 

year  to  try  jtfie  e3Cl>erimeBt  of  putting-the 
guard-ships  upon  thia  new  footing;  de- 
clared tl^  if  he  should  be  minister  ano- 
tber  yey»  and  that  circumstances  were 
changed,  be  ^^uld  move' for  a  dipjpnulion 
of  the^umber;  ^t  the  total  ^pepce  of 
the  navy^  Would,  he  tboiight^is  year  be 
within  two  milliens,  notwithstanding  the 
increase.  « 

Mr.  paofdeskell  Qbserv^d  upon  the  in- 
consistency of  Ibis  augmentation  with  the 
pacific  dedaratioits  of  the  King's  Speech ; 
that  oar  peace  expences  were  in  aH're- 
tpects  eoormnnsly  encreased;  that  this 
^  of  wors^.consequence  than  an  expen- 
ctvewar*  which  was  mlv  a  tempoQuy-eyili 

IVOU  XVIL] 


in  hand,  in  hopes  that  it  wonU  pasff  with; 
less  diQcultynext  year  when  aom^  nev 
and  buMensome  tax  must  be  impoded; 
and  that  ih6  noble  lord  would  find  himself 
mistaken  if  he  thought  that  the  expence  of 
..the  navy; with  this  augmentation  would 
amount  to  no  more  than  twb  miUionL  ^ 

Mr^  PuUenet^  observed,  that  though  it 
wasiate,  and  many  gentlemen  had  spoke* 
yet  he  wished  to'state  some  mattelrs  which 
seemed  to  him  materiaL  Tl^  the  addi- 
tional expence  of  this  augmeptatiQn  would 
be  at  least  500,OOOA  peranui,  that  the  sum 
of  4/.  per  man  per  month  amounted,  for 
SgOOO  additional  aeamep,  to  i68fiOOL  per 
.ann*  and  ifr  was  well  Ipowni  that  4^  pef 
man  was  never  found  aufficient;  and  aa 
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there  was  tlie  greatest  reason  to  conclude 
that  tt  was  meant  to  be  perpetual^  this 

«  D^w  expence  was  equal  to  contracting  in 
time  01  peace  a  fresh  debt  (X  Vl  millions^ 
sterling,  as  the  interest  of  that  sum  at  S 
per  cent,  would  amqunt  only  to  SlOfiOOL 
that  this  was  a  very  iserious  matter,  and 
^however  it  might  pass  within  doors,  would 
'pake  a  peeper  impression  without ;  that 
though  be  was  not  a  s6a  officer,  he  had 

»  thought  it  his  duty  to  inform  himself  from 
those  who  were  perfectly  acquainted  with 
the  sublet,'  and  on  whom  lie  could  de- 
pend ;  that  he  bad  by  Iheir  assistance  made 
a  calulation  of  the  numbers  which  would 
be  necessary  in  order  to  keep  tip  a  full 
and  compleli  force  in  all  tne  difierent 

>  Stations ;  that  in  his  computation  he  had 
idlowed  for  the  full  number  of  ships  pro* 
jposed  by  the  noble'  lord  for  tiie  East  In- 
dies, and  he  doubted  if  that  force^  ought 
ever  to  be  diminished  even  in  time  of  pro- 
found peace;  that  he  had  also  allowea  for 
the  twenty  guard-ships,  in  order  that  thejr 
might  be  Kept  cruising  and  out  at  Spit- 
head  and  in  deep  water,  without  ever 
lying  near  the  shore  in  port ;  that  he  had 
not 'allowed  for  the  proposed  additional 
force  at  Jamaica,  because  all  who  knew 
,the  service  agre^,  that  it  was  an  idle  and 
'anneoessary  emence,  neither  did  he  al- 
low so  great  a  force  as  was  proposed  for 
Korth  America ;  that  afler  these  and  some 
Other  deductions,  he  found  that  all  the  ne- 

,  cenary  senrices  could  be  amply  provided 
for,  and  in  particular  that  the  East  Indies 
tould  be  perfectly  secured,  and  all  the  in- 
tended guard-ships  be  Jtept  in  perfect  order 
and  in  as  great  readiness  as  was  proposed, 
iiad  yet  the  number  of  men- necessary  did 
aot  exceed  1 7,500.  That  therefore  an  in- 
crease was  demanded  of  7,500  mor^  than 
wasnecessary,  which  would  proveaperpetu* 

al  expence  to  ^  country  of  Bear  400,000/. 
per  annum.  That  whatever  pretences 
Bright  be  assumed,  there  must  Be  some 
concealed  reason  at  bottom  for  loadinff  the 

E'  lie  with  such  a  sum ;  that  he  did  not 
eve  any  more  men  than  17r60O  would  < 
be  employed*  beorbse  no  more  was  heces* 
aary,  and  therefbre  he  most  suppofe  that 
there  was  i^  intentioD  to  qpply  thismo* 
ney  to  some  other  parpese ;  tnat  as  no 
ttentleman  of  more  ocpeneaoe  and  wei^ 
nad  moved  for  a  less  number  of  seamen, 
'  he  would  not  make  «uch  a  motion,  but 
thought  himself  called  upon  to'  state  to 
the  House  the,infofniation  which  he  had 
been  able  to  collect  upon  so-uHportantand 
interesting  arsubject. 


The  question  waa  Aen  put,  and  carried, 
without  a  division. 


January  SI.  The  Report  of  the  said 
Committee  bemg  brought  up, 

Mr.  Hamk§  (ton  of  sir  Edward  Hawke) 
said;  Sir,  very  particutor- bnsinete  de- 
tained me  on  Wednesday  last,  and  pre* 
vented  mi  attending  till  near  the  dcae  of 
that  day's  debate :  had  I  been  so  happy 
as  to  have  taken  my  seat  ||arly,  when  ths 
quesdoni  vgaa  ^disoussed  la  your  Com* 
mittee,  I  should  not  have  tvffubled  you  on 
the  present  occasion. 

I  think  it  my  dut^  Sir,  to  rise^  my 
pbceV  BAd  contradJQl,  in  the  strongest 
manner,  thoae  scandalous  and  ^oandl^ 
accusations,  whid^  have  h6ea  circulated 
too.carefully  and  Hoc  ireely  in  every  pjib' 
lie  paper,  in  every  private  oom]iipmy,  and 
have  even'beeh  uttered  ipdiscrimioateljr 
by  several  membess  of  this  Hbuse«  It  h» 
been  repeated  that  (be  ^^tuation  of  your 
marini  at-die  conclusion  of .th^  y6ar  1770 
was  totally  owing'to  the  in^tivit^  or  igno- 
hince  of  tha  ^i^t  han.  .genliktaian  who 
theti  presidied  at  the  Board  of  Admiralty: 
it  has  been  industriously  ciitulated  that 
the  present  alteration  in  yoi^r  fleet  iaowing 
to  a  change  oT*men|  and  not  td  a  change 
of  measures.   ' 

Tlie  noMe  lord,  who'  conduets  the  ma- 
rine department,  ^nducts  it.bbtbto  bis 
own- honour,  a}id  to  his  coantr/s  satis* 
/actional  will  notjiowever  ack&owledge 
\ha^  the  nation  is  so  muclv  indebted  to 
the  abiKties  of  that  noble  loni^  as  his 
friends  have  declaimed,  ^o,  'Sir,  measures 
are  changed.  Had  th^right  hon.'genile- 
mah  been  as  well  support  as  the  noble 
lor^  you  would  not  have  heard  any  cm- 
phdnU  of  your  fleet.  Had  eveiy  other 
man  been  af  desirous  of  doing  his  duty  as 
^at  rigbc^on.  gendemati,  fnd  had  moitf 
liberal  supplies  6f  mbney  baen  granted 
and  assigned  to  tlie  navy,  your  fleet  would 
have  b^n  in  a  more  forward  aitoation : 
dl  thmgs  considered,  it  is  as  forward  as 
possibla;.  much 'more  so  than  your  ene- 
mies ^zpacteo.  The  introduction  of  Mt' 
dame  de  Barr6  lo  the  king  of  France,  or 
the  dismission  o^  the  duke  de  ChoiaaU 
from  the  Fredth  4;ooncil  would  not  other- 
wise have'  prevented  your  feeliog  their 
utmost  tmited  vengeance. 

I  hope  the  House  will  excusemy  troob* 
ling  them  on  this  subject ;  whenever  they 
shall,  choose  to  be  niUy  not  collaterally 
informed  of  thia  matter,  and  ao^r  gentle- 
man HiU  move  for  an  enquiry  into  the 
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itale  of  your  navy,  I  pledge  myself  to  de* 
coad  the  motioo :  I  flatter  mysielf  how- 
ever that  the  character  and  conduct  ^of 
the  officer  in  question  is  sufficiently  esta^ 
blisbed,  to  free  him  from  any  ii9putation 
of  iaatteation  to  bis  duty,  or  ignorance  of 
hisprofessioD. 

Governor  P&omatt  said'he  agreed  to  the 
Report.  He  did  not  ipeao  to  go  into  any 
ddSate,  but  to  gire  hU,  reasons.  .  These 
were,  that  the  state  of  our  affiun»  mstead 
of  being  all  peace  and  tranquillity,  was  all 
danger  and  hostility  :  that  we  were  at  this 
yexy  momrat  Buffering  hostilities  from 
Spab:  that  there  wt^  no  engagement  for 
feitoriBg  Falkland^ B  island ;  and  if  we  had 
it,^  the'  ministers  did  not  know  how  we 
caine  by  itMior  did  they  know  whether 
we  had  It  or  not.  .Tb||t  so  far  firom  our 
bemg  oH^of  all  danger  of  being  involred 
in  the  troubles  of  me  remote  part  of  £u- 
xope,  ^lere  waa  every  i^ason  to  think  we 
must  necessarily  be  involve^  He  then 
refened^to  tlie  state  of  affairs  at  Con- 
ataotinople,  to  the  present  motions  and 
des^qf  tfie  king  or  Prussia,  and  to  the 
danger  which^  Dantzic  is  ^I   •- 

The  BesdutioD  was  agre^  tow 

Dr.  N(meU  thtenked  ^  hit  Sermon 
preaeked  befotTB  the  -Commofi; .]  January* 
31*  Ordered,  *'  That  the  thanks  of  this 
House  be  given  to  Cne  Rev.  Dr.  N^owelly 
for  the  sem^on  by  hipi  preached  yesterday 
before  this  House,  at  Saint  Mar||afet's, 
Westminster ;  and  that  he  be  desired  to 
print  the  same ;  and  that  sir  William  Dol- 
Den  and  Mr.  Alexand^  Popbam  do  nc- 
qoabf  him  therewith.^.  . 

Tkbahe  in  the  Cominans  im.  the.  Ci^riad 
Petitum^pratfing  to  be  relieved  from  SuB- 
scripHon  to  the  39  Articles.*']  February 
6.    9ir  fVHUam  Meredith,  who  had  been 


by  the  Cleigy  and*  otheni^aj(jr« 
lag  for  relief  in  the  matter  of  Subscnptlon 
to  the  S9  Articles,  to  undertake  their 
cause,  moved  the  House  for  leave  to  bring 
up  their  Petition ;  \agoa  which  occasion 
he  spoke  aa  follows : . 

Mr.  Sneaker ;.  when  I  inform  the 
House  that  tne  subject  of  the  jpetition 
which  I  hold  ,in  my  hand,  is  religion,  a 
matter  of  a  grave  and  serious  nature,  and 
that  il  is  sicned  bv  dSO  grave  and  respect* 
able  men,  1  tbinlc  I  new  not  make  use  of 
apy  other. argument  to  bespe^jt  yoiir  in- 
dulgence. Solicited  as  I  have  been^  an4 
inclined  as  I  always  am,  to  promote  the 
redress  of  national  grievances,  I  could  not 
on  this  occasion  help  stepping  forth  to  the 
assistence  of  tender  consciences^and  1  will 
say  of  injured  truth.  The  39  Articles  of 
the  church  of  England  were. framed,  wheat  ^ 
>  the  spirit  of  free  enquiry,  when  liberal  and 
enfarged  notions  were  yet  in  their  infancy^ 
That  submissive  and  jifavishvturn  of  mind, ' 
which  is  the  characteristic  of  Popery,  that 
implicit  deference  which  it  prescribes  to 
Ijuperiors,  still  cramped  and  fettered  tho 
human  mind.  The  sovereign,  or  the  di<« 
rector  of  his  conscience,  or  his  archbishop, 
or  his  prelates,  dictated  ap  article  of  fiuth ; 
and  the  rest  of  the  derey  received  it  per- 
haps with  reluctance,  but  withoutgdaring 
to  coniplain,  much  less  to  oppose. 

Is  it  not,  then,  reasonable  to  suppose, 
that  the  39  Articles  are  not  so  pertect  as 
^they  should  be,  or  as  they  might  be  ?  Is 
it  not  natural,  from  this  circumstance,  to 
conclude,  that  they  do  not  breathe  that 
air  of  freedom,  that  liberal  spirit,  which 
they  might  have  acquired,  had  they  been 
properly  examined  anddiscussed,  like  other 
questions,  in  the  great  council  of  the  na- 
tion ?  I  think  we  may  safely  draw  this  , 
conclusion  ^priori^  without  attending  to 
any  other  point,  but  the  history  of  their 


*  The  followiDff  aocount  of  the  srigiir  and 

progress  of  the  Clerical  Petition  is  taken 

from  Mr.  Belsbam's  Memoirs  of  the 

Rev.  Bir.  Lindsey : 

This  applicatioD  to  parliameDt  originated  itf 

the  mat  unpressibn  which  was  made  upon  the 

pobfie  niiidy  «od  espeeially  opon  the  tniods  of 

nsDv  of  the  learned,  libefal,  and  serious  elergy, 

by  die  c^ebral^  work  of  Arehdeacon  Black- 

biime»  ^Qlilled  «<Tbe  ConfesaioDal."    At  the 

desire  of  sdoie  ef  bis  brethren,  the  Archdeacon 

pobUshed  in  the  beginmog  of  the  year  1771, 

**  Piepoaab  for  an  applicatioa  to  parliament 

"  for  relief  in  the  matter  of  sobMriptlop,  &c. 

**  bnmblv  snbsnittld  to  the  conskteiiatioo  of  the 

"*  Imtnei  and  eoaoeietttioas  clergy^'*    In  con- 

^  t^  proposals  s^meeOogof  the 


clergy  residing  in  or  near  the  metropolis  win 
adveriiaed  for  the  17tb  of  July,  when  it  was 
unanimously  agreed,  to  f<A-ro  an  associatton  for 
the  porpoM  of  apply  ingf  to  the  legislature  for 
relief.  This,  from  the  place  of  meeting,  was 
called  ••The  Feathers  Taverif  Aoaoeiatioo ;*' 
and  an  eicelleDt  petitioo '  bar  tog  been  drawn 
up  bj^  the  Archdeacon,'  waa  adopted  by  the 
AasociatioD  and  circulated  tbroogh  the  ^uotry 
with  great  ioduslry,  in  order  to  obtain  aigna* 
iures  previous  to  the  meetffig  of  parliament.    «« 

The  petitioners,  though  compamtively  few 
in  nuiiiDera,  not  amounting  to  S50,  were  of 
high  consideration  in  point  of  talents,  of  learn*    ' 
ing,  and  of  moral  worth.'  ThenameaofLiod-  . 
sey*.  of  Blackbnme,  of  Wy?ill,  ef  Jebb,  ef 
Law,  nf.  Qisaey,   of  Cbaosben,  and  aaany 
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fomuidto.  Btit  iAH&k  11^^  tottie  to  t-e^ 
and  to  weiffh  tliein  delibenit^  in  our 
own  minds,  hoMr  Mueh  stronger  does  the 
^gameint  become  I  fieteral  of  the  Articles 
lure  abidltftelf  unintdligiMe,  -and  faideed 
'  contradictOTT  and  absurd.  Huma&tea* 
•  •  •• ft . 

others,  are  inch  as  woaM  do  bonoar  to  any 
caOse,  The  majority  wore  clefig^men;  the 
0  i«8t  were  ^ntlemen  of  the  prefessiens  of  law 
and  nwdieiae,  who  tbci  edtered  their  protest 
against  the  yoke  of  snbicriptioo  imposed  npoo 
stodenU  at  tbe  Universities  wbo  bad 410  fiew 
to  tbe  clerical  offic^. 

It  Vi"g  determined  by  the  Association  not 
to  del^r  the  petition  to  another  sessioo,  the 
netitiooers  ana  tbeiv  friends  were  very  active  in 
efrticiting  the  support  of  those  menalMers  of  tbe 
House  ^Gosnmons  who  oiight'  be  disposed  to 
lislSD  to  their  ai^uments*  Theit  reception  in 
veoeral  was  ciril,  but  not  very  encouraging^ 

•  Maov,  regarded  tbe  object  of  tbe  petition  as 
frivolous  ;  aod  many  believed,  or  pretended  to 
helieve^,  that  it  would  be  hazardous  to  meddle 
Vitb  tbe  Articles.  The  prevailing  opinion  was, 
that  the  application  was  Itl-ttmed,  and  that  it 
Was  best  to  let  religion  atone.  Some,  however, 
Who  were  in  the  foremost  rank  Ibr  talents,  1i^- 

•tegrity,  and  eloquenee,  took  up  the  cause  wi^ 
great  ardour,  and  promised  their  most  zealous 

•  support.    The  state  of  tbe  business  is  thus  re- 
\         presented  in  a  letter  from  John  Lee,  esq.  who 

was  afterwards  Solicitor  General,  to  a  friend  in 
'  tfaecodntry^dated  January  31, 1772. 
>  '*  It  will  surprise  you  who  live  in  the  Qoun- 
try,  and  consequently  have  not  been  informed 
ot  tbe  discoveries  of.  the  metrppoYis,  to  hear 
that  the  Christian  religion  is  thought  to  be  an 
object  unworthy  of  the  least  attention ;  and 
tfaiist  it  is  not  only  tbe  most  prudent;  but  the 
asost  virtuous  and  benevolent  thing  in  the 
world  to  divert  men's  minds  from  such  fooibb 
oubjects  with  all  tb'c;  dexterity  that  can  be. 
iThis  is  no  exaggeration,  I  assure  you :  on  tbe 
contrary,  it  seems  to  be  the  opinion  (and  their 

•  condtict  will  shew  it)  of  nioe-teoths  of  both 
fiooses  of  Parliament.  On  TlHirsday  a  com- 
mittee of  petitioners  waited  upon  lord  Norlfb  to 
apprize  him  of  tbe  natnre  of  tbeir  application, 
•od  to  inform  themselves  of  bis  intention  con* 
coming  tbis  matter.  He  received  tbem  with 
great  courtesy,  comltaended  tbe  decency  of  tbe 
uetitiov  itself;  but  before  be  parted  with  them, 
tie  told  them  that  all  with  whom  he  bad  con- 
Versed  were  of  optnion  that  innovations  would 

'    be  very  improper.  '  Mr.  Pitt,  the  nephew  of 

.    ^  iocd  Cliatbani,  has  ^uidertaken  to  second  'the 

Biptiony  and  1  am  sure  he  will  acquit  himself 

9i\y*    I  spoke  with  him  on  the  subject,  and 

be  understands  it  tery  well.     Lord  6eoi|^ 

Oermaine  is  hearty  in  the  cause,  has  studied 

the  controversy,  and  speaks  admirably.    Mr. 

'.  JClunning  has  promised  me  to  attend  it;  aod  as 

»  his  abilities  are  onsquMled  by  any  man's  I  evsf 

bpew,  L  hope  he  will  do  honour  to  the  onnse 

and  so  himsoi^   fieaie  others,  theiee  sse  of  less 
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BOn  tmd  coiDmoft  sense,  by  which  done  we 
C9»  j  udge  Of  revelation  itself,  revoHs  ngamft 
Uieitt ;  and  I  will  be  bold  endugh  to  saj, 
ttrat  there  is  tint  a  clergytnaa  in  En^and, 
^  who  thoroughly  believiesAem  in  theTitend 
ntid  grammaticjEd  sense,  as  lie  is  reqiired 
by  the  nature  of  his  subscription. 

,note,  who  will  enter  tntolhe  d^ste;  yetsodi 
a  general  oonfederaoy  is  tb^re  s^ainSt  the  mei- 
sure,  thai  I  do  not  believe  wo  sbaH  divide  Mf 
members,  perhaps  not  twenty:  yetlhedcbite 
will  do  honour  to  tbe  pefltionsrs,  tboogli  at 
present  no  good  to  tbe  cause." 

On  the  6th  of  February  1772,  agreeably  to 
the  Resolution  of  the  general  meeting,  tbe 
petition  Was  presentied  to  the  House  of  Com- 
mons. It  was  inthiduced  w?fli  a  veiViieat  m 
appropriate  speeOb  byw  Wflmini  Mereditb. 
Lord  John  Cavendiph  and  air  Oeoige^vile 
having  declined  the  ofiBoe^«otfirom  anv  wanta 
zeal  for  tfaecauso^  but  because  they  did  not  eo- 
sider  themselves  asj^ufficienlly  psstefs  of  (be 
subject.  It  was  intended  by  the  mioidUT  tbat 
.  the  petition  Should  be  treated  rivillv,be  laid  upon 
the  table,  and  the  consideration  of  it  adjourned 
•  for  six  months.  But  th6  intemperale  zeal  or 
the  sedret  msthrtioas  of  siritoprNawdlgaJe, 
one  of  the  dhembera  for  the  omvertjlty  of  Ox- 
ford,-a  g^tlemao  of  iniid  dispotfOBsstida- 
empla»  charaotfir  4n  private  life,  hsp{My  de- 
feated tbe  artful  H>bUow#f  the  noble  lord,  and 
gave  rise  to  one  of  tba  moat  interssting  aira 
animated  debates  tbat^  was  .ever  beard  in  ibal 
House ;  a  debate,  as  Mr.  Lindsey  expresic«a 
in  a  letter  to  a  friend,  "  which  entetpd  glori- 
ously fnto  the  whole  merits  of  onr  cquse ;  and 
whidh  was  well  wortb  gohig  two  hundred  wd 
forty  miles  to  hear.'*  M  hisied  for  eight  horns. 
Of  this  debate  IwiUtaketbeliberty  to  intra- 
dueeabriefaccou^extmoted  from  s  letter  ot 
the  learned  gentkman  ebove  qsepfiooeH  to  ms 
frieind  in  the  cSUntry':  . 

•«  Sir  William  Meredith  in  a  few  words  in- 
Ibrmed  the  House  that  he  had  In  bis  haods* 
petition  of  a  number  of  respectableulergry  and 
others,  ptayiOg  Wlief  in  tbe  matter  of  siAacnp- 
tion;  an^  therefore  he  moved  fbattt  might  te 
brought  up.  Mr.  T.  Pitt  seconded  tbe  motion. 
On  tills,  sir  Roger  Newdigate  rose  tip  in  great 
anger  and  demanded  to  know  what  theoooteois 
of  the  petition  were»  and  what  tbe  number  apd 
names  of  the  men  who  bad  subscribed  it.  wf 
William  then  read  tbe  petition  in  bia  f  nce» 
and  a  few  of  the  names,  adding,  that  tbe  num- 
ber was  about  <50.  Sir  l^tSger  Ne*fdig«» 
than  b^ran  the  debate;  ^od  dppteed  wUh 
^fnatvebenenoe  the  b^i^giiig  «p  of  thispeti- 
tiqu.  Jb  his  opinion  it^aimed'atshe  ds^irj»- 
tion  of  the  dborofa,  whdso  enstenos  depewW 
upon  the  eoatmuance  of  the  Artiolea.  w 
Roger  spoke  contemptnoody  «f  ^be  nnnwt 
and  qdhlity  Of  tbii  petitioners,  aadsoatsioca 
with  ifieat  fortitude  the  cbsracler  of  roefljwr 
^  Oiford.  «e  ww  IMkiwed  by  Mr.  Hain 
tealejr,  wboiippesed  thoMngidf  -  Of  ^  ^ 
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cnihe  CleriOd Petkbp. 

U  it  noCy  tlien, «  great  oppression,- tiiut 
eichsr  to  iv^uird  tender  conacienceB,  or  t0 
ked^  tbeoi  entirot^  oat  of  the  church  j 
To  me  the  matter  appears  in  that  light; 

)  and  as  I 'know  that  Uiis  House  OHght  al- ' 
nys  to  be  ready  to  redress  the.  gVievantes 
oftfae  Bolijecs,  and  in  fid  miist  repress 
them  in  tlus  histance,  if  they  are  at  HI  re- 
dresnd,  1  think  Ant  nhe  petitioners  have 
widi  ^reat  propria^  and  jud^emt  applied 
to  ti»  HoOB     Were  the  proposea  re- 

,  km  a  matter  of  a  kigfat  and  mni  nature, 

\  vere'thore  2tt  oiar  creed  ho  tenets,  no  dog» 
ntt  that  bad  any  pemffcious  efiBect  inon 

'  lodety,  t  should  lie  less  sanguine;  But 
the  fact  is,  tl^^t  there  aj^  sereral,  wjJtMi 
are  damtiabte,  not  only  in  a  religious  ftoA 
specolatrre  Ijght,  Udt  dho  in  a  ttforal  «nd 
pncticat  tier.    Hence  «m|v^  ^af  our  most 

,  Ktmed  di1rlBes,':the'  gttat  lidita  -of  fhe 
church  sad  btilwarks  df  the  fiafbrmation 
tDdPnAmtaiiiti^my  wi^  that  we  ^6re  well 
rid  €(  thBto.  .  Hence  th%  raanoHiw  and 
ootopUdt^  which  at  their  fii«t  proraulga- 
tioD  tbey  pMnced,*«tid  ever  «mce  perpe- 
tuated. Ifenc^  Ihfe  .  present  petition, 
vhicb,  ^rem  it  not  fOr  re%SQBS  vDvidus  to 
thig  Hooie,  wdnM,  instead  of  2S0  names, 
late  had  the  saoctioa  of  thouaanda. 

Bot  let  me  corsnnunicate  to  the  House 
the nAd^  oPit.    Creeds  and' oonles- 

l^ioD,  te  it  traded  to*distarh  tlie  peacei>f  the 
MDtiy,  wbieh,  tw  hi^  i||4iiiofi,  Vhigfat  to  he  the 
aahjeei  of  a  fortieth^  Article^  whioh  woold  be 
^«adi  iH  (be  tbhrty-Btae.  He  was  succeeded 
'  Jf  Mr.  Fttatnauricey  who  is'  biaUier  to  lord 
plielbttroe^  and  spoke  oq  tfio  same  side,  throw-* 
iagoit  Boifie  ver;^  indeoeDt  r^Aections  on  'the 
CoQfeisional  and  its  author,  and  ehdeaf  ouriug « 
h  prove  the  petitioDeH  a  parcel  of<vintioj^  hy-. 
foiies,  wbo,  Doder  pretence  of  reformation, 
^^tiberuiaief  oar  civit  and  eecleslasticttt  go^ 
^«mm,  TMsGondact  roused  thtersseaSmeOt 
I *f Mr.  Pia, -frlio  «^  great. dignity  haiTgood 
'^fihierved  upon  Iheindeoeocv  of  calum- 
|||*>%  any  persons  appesrtii^  io  too  character 
"  peuiiouers  for  redress  of  grieraDces,  more  es- 
Kiafly  the  penmos  theft  applying  for  Belief  in 
^  Qitter  tbat  higUy  concerned  the  purity  of 
'^gioo,  the  integrity  of  their  own.  ihmds,  and 
*^  the  montKly  of  the  peo|fle.  He  stated 
^  ^cN  the  priDCi|des  Of  the  Aafomalion, 
1^  ^y  inforvad  Irom  tbcas  ike  propriety  4»f 
,  "*  petitieB. 

"The  Mtioo  fer  hrhigiog  «p  the  petition 
^  also  suppfiiFied  b^  lord  George  Gennaioe, 
^r.  Sawbridge,  Btr.  Thomas  TownsUend,  lord 
Ma  CtvepSsi^  Ulr.  Duiioing,  tar.  Henry 
«yM<m,  Hr.SoUoitor  General  Wedderbum, 
J*.jr  George  Shvile.  1  bdlen^.sfr  Georger 
*||»^«  speech  ^is  one  of  the  liest  that  was 
^ddimiaiftiteiioasa.   I^ntif^yott 
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sions  are  aocturdiBg  to  it  asere  haman  tamo 
positions,  and  thenefera  uatrpations  upon, 
the  right  of  private  judgment* 'which  no  * 
man  can  give  up  withowt  oflending  Qoi, 
and  his  tonscieoce,  and  incurring  the  guilt 
of  prevarication   and   hypocrisy.     The 
Scrqrtores  are  the  law  of  God,  and  there* 
fore  infaliible,  and  indispensably  obligatOfj^ 
upon  a  Christian.  *  For  this  reason  let  the 
Scriptures  be  th^  only  test,  the  only  con* 
fCBsion  of  ihith,   to  %hicli -^bacription 
is /required  from   tiie  t^ehers  of  the 
M«pel,  bt  from  any  other  cbairof  men. 
rut  a  stop  to  the  pcaAioe  of  making  the 
young  sc)»o!ars  at   our  universities  aub- 
sdribe  t^  Articles,  which  th^y  coase  to 
Study, .  and  not  »to    subscribe..     Before  , 
matriculation   thay   are-  at  one  univer- 
sity obliged  to  i^ehfomi  this  cetemony  at 
siitasen,  and.*at  tlye  other  beihre  that  p^*' 
ripd.    la  aot  this  the  way  to  make  them 
imaging  that  all  sabscripnon  and  aatlhaafe 
a  mtftier  of  mere  foto,  and  have  in  titem 
nothhi^  sacTfd  or  essentiM  I    Surely  aoch     • 
a  plan  of  education,  iss^ery  l^(lie  calculated 
fbr  m^fciag  tne/n  good  inembiersof  society,- 
Were  these  no«ether  obiects  oCconiidera-  * 
tion  eftt;cd  in  tfak  pefltion  but  this  shigle 
*lhct,  I  thbk  it  alone  ^ould  be  sufficient  to    ' 
ConrimQn&  yomr  attei^tion»  sbd  to  inddoe 

no  Idea  of  fis  exeelfeaoe,  unless  by  repeatiogr 
some  parts  of  1^  when  t  hare  the  pieasare  tf  ^ 
aeMa|:yoo.  'I  .cannot  h^p  saying,  ho«l^er, 
that  f  n^er  war^Aa^^Hsted  ^itli,  or  aaafttaiUe 
of  the  pnwdr  af  ^as  eloqnenoa  as  whib^ha  waa 
speaking    It  VMrii  jiot  only  an  hAOour  to  htni| 
but  to  his  age  and  country.    Mr.'  Solicitor  Cfe- 
ntf'al  apok^very  wdl,4ind  gat<e^«  very  hand- 
sonie  tesliniony  tcrihe  charactqf  ef  Mr.  BiSck* 
burne  as  a'feaVoed,  pious,  virtuous,  and  te%   '' 
nerable^iAaa,  aad  vindicated  his  4ook  as  a6    * 
eacetient  ao<l  enterfainiag  perfortnaaee.    The 
apeakens  on  the  apposite  sMe  were  sir  Roger    ' 
Newdigaa^  Mr*  Fitankaaricoi  lord  FolkeaMa^ 
Mr;  Byrne,  krd  MiMth,  Mr.  ginn-les  Fax,  Mr. 
fiuii^e,  Mr.  Qyson,  Mr.  Jenkihuoa,  Mr.  Stan- 
layi  Dr.  Hay  and  Mr.  Cooper^   Nobody  but  sir 
Roge^.Newdi(pte  attempted  to  defend  tlie  Ar- 
ticles ;  and  all  the  House  eikplicttly  declared  ft 
whs  foolish  to  require -snbscription  at  the  Uoi*    j^ 
versittes,  and  expressed  a  Urim  thai  it  might  bk      - 
Idd  aside  there.  •  « 

"  AMat  a  reryjhedc^tetha  fiaose^idad^  . 
the  anmbersfor  notmoeifiog  the  petiiibn  wcara 
i317 ;  for  reaeiring  it  fit;  wfaicb  caasidariag 
the  ioflaeoce  of -ibe  bishops  aad  miaisa|r,  aod 
the  character  and  weight  of  the  minority,  vaa 
thought  a  very  great  afiidr.    The  clergy  peti* 
tloners  were  delighted  trith  the  dAate,  all  aJT     ' 
them  that  were  in  town  boing  admitted  to  hear 
tt    This  acena  was  acted  yesterday, hegbuAig  *• 
aa^hreeaadandtogtft'olerett  o^ock.'* 
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yoo  to  let  itbebfOQgbt  up.    I  move  tbere- 

^Ibie  for  leave  to  present  Ma  Petitioii^  that 

it  may  be  r^id  by  the  Clerk,  and  after- 

waida  dificuased  by  the  House. 


DebaUim  lAe  Cmmntmt 


m 


Sx  Roger  NemiigaJte  said  it  was'tieces-  'itself. 


thereof,  or  required  te  admoirlaJIge  b| 
imbecription  or  declaration,. the  trut|i«F 
any  formulary  of  reli^ipos  fiu^aadlie^! 
trine  whatsoever^  beside  Holy  ScripUffll 


aary  the  mover  should  read"  the  petition. 

•Sir  W.  Meredith  then  midi^  petition, 
•8  fellows : 

<<  To  the  Honourable  the  Commons  of 
'Gnsat  Britain  in  Parliament  assembled. 

•«  The  humble  Petition  of  certdSif  of 
the'Clergy  of^he  Church  dft^ngland, 
and  .of  certain  of  the  ProlbiBions  of 
Civil  Law  dud  Physic,  and  others, 
whosAames  ase  hereunto  subscribe, 

««Sheweth,  *! 

<<  That  your  petitioners  appreheilBipg 
themselves 40 have eertj^  ftgntsluidfAi- 
^rll^es  which  they  hold  of  (rod  only,  and 
wfajph  are  subject  to  bis  authority  (dorfe. 
That  of'  thia  kind  is  the*  ^tee  e^cpfke  of 
tbtir  own  reason*  and  ja(|Ki8^t  whereby 
they  have  been  brought  to,  and  cdnfirmea 
jn,  the  belief  of  the  Christian  Veligicfp,  as  it 
is  QOdftained  iii  die  Hply  Soriptufe^.  iTlmt 
they' esteem  it  agreat  ble88liig't(>livie  un- 
der a  i:onAit'utio»  Hihich,  ia  its  originals 
pVmciples,  ensures  to  tliem  ftie*fefl  and 
uee.  poasession  of  thcQ:  fiuitli, « having  i^-*" 

•  sertea  ihe-  authorilgr  and  suffidency  of 
HoIyjScripture  in  ^^tdl  things  neces^ry 
to  salvation ;  so  that  Whaf sdever  is  not 
read  therein,  nor' may  ba^'  prgv^  the,i^by» 
ia  not  to  be  caqoired  of  af^  i«ao  Uiat  it 
should  be  believed  as  on  tiiiSk  of  Aiefuth, 
^r  be  thought  requisite  'or  necessaiy  to 

n  aal^ation.'^  That  your  pf  tifienfers  do  con- 
ceive that  they  have  a  natural  righ^  and 
are  also  warranted  by  dipse  omnal  prin- 
'ohdes  of  the  reformatiop  from  Popery,  on 

'  which  the  cbureh  of  England ' js  constif  ' 
tuledy  to  jii^In  saatchbg  the  Scriptures 
ei|cfa  maik  for  himsalF  what  may  or  ihay 
not  be  proved  thereby.  That  they  find 
thenisems,  however,*  in  epreat  meastirf, 
precluded  the  emoyniyentQfthiainviduable 
privilege  by  the  laws  ^elating  to  subscr^? 
tion,  whereby  -your  petitioners  are  re- 
quired to  ^acknowledge  certain  articles  apd 
fxtofessions  of  faith,  and  doctrine  drawn  up 
byfisdlible  men,to  bie9a]l,«nd  every  of  them, 
a^eeableto  the  said  Scriptures.  Your  pe- 
titioners therefore  pray,  that  they  may  be 
relieved  from  such  |in  imposition  upon  their 
judgment,  and  be  restored  to  their  un- 
tdoubted  rights  as  Protestants  of  interpret* 
ing  Scripture  for  themselves  without  be* 
ing  b9uad  by  any  human  ^j^Jicationa 


*<  That  y(Hir  petitioners  not  oaly  ai|| 
themselves  aggrieved  by  subscriptioii  il 
now  required  (which  they  cannot  but  cowi 
sider  as  an  encroachment  on  their  rigM 
compe^t  to  them  botb  as  men  mm 
members  of  a  Protestant  lestablishsttil 
'  but,  with  much  grief  ii(bd  eoncem,  ^pj| 
hend  It  to  be  a  ^eat  hindrance  to  tii 
spreading  of  Chrkt*a  true  religion,  i^ 
tends  to  preclude,  at  least  todi^ 
furtiier  enquiry  into  the  true  sen 
Soripture,  to  divide  communions  and 
muiaal  dislike  betwe^  fellow  Protes 
^  it  gives  a  httadle  •  to  unbelievQn  to 
pnMidkand  vilify  %he  iieffj,  by 
mg'them  (when  th^  observe  th^  divas 
"sity  of  Dpinibn  touching  those  veiy  artidip 
which  .were  agreed  'u{>on  for  the  sske  I 
avoidioff^  the-  diversities  of-epiaiai^l 

Suilty  or  prevaricatioa,  and  of  aooonisf 
sting  thdr  faith  to  lucrative  views  orjd 
UdcafqdflwidjBDrfldtiolist  3s  it  f^^^^^^^'^fVS^ 
^and  otbem  disaffected  toour  reugiousM 
lishment,  oocafeion  to  reflect  upob  it-asll 
Oonilistentiy.framed,  admitting  and  istM 
risiQg  doubtful  md  predarious  dodrini 
at  the  same  time  that^dy  ScrTptureala 
is  acknowledged  to  be  eettain  aod  al 
cient  forsal^tion:  ^  it-  tends  "(sofl.l 
evil  daily  enereases)  unhappily  Uf  din 
the  cle^  of  the  establishment  themw 
subjectmg'ooe  part  Jtbereof,  who  ais 
*butdieir  Protestant  privilege  tt  qooW 
every  human  doctrine,  and ^bring  tofl 
'  test  of  Scripture,  to  be  leviled,  as  weH  w 


equal  autnor^y  "' 

Holy  SdrH>^«  i^« :  M  ^^Tf "  *J3 
casions  scruples  and  embarrassment^^ 
science  to  tnoughtfid  and  worthy  p^*"! 
in  regard  to  entranc»g  into  the  mwi*?!  g 
cheerfbl  continuance  in  the  exercise  of 

«  That  the  clerical  part  of  your 
tioners,  apon  whom  it  is  ^culiarly  u 
bent,  and  whoare  more  immedistm 
pointed  by  thesUte  to  defend  aaiiiB 
tain  the  truth  as  it  is  iir  Jesus,  do 
themselves  laid  under  great  ^ettimi^ 
thdr  endeavours  herein,  by  being 
to  join  issue  with  the  adf ersaries  oi  i«^rjr 
tion,  in  supposing  the  one  true  ^e^Jv^ 
Scripture  to  be  expressed  iA  AePr^ 
(Ktablisjl^ed  system  of  faith,  or  else  toi^ 
the  renroajh  of  having  departed  tm^ 

'  »       •    :»     *s»  W 
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Rtbtcriptkiiiiylke  fluMndmi  ofinrinoetitf, 
ttdtfaeiepate  of  being  ill'H&cted  to  the 
diarcfa ;  mfkenbj.  their  comfort  snd  use- 
folnen  uaang  their  reroectrre  flocks,  as 
I  vdlat  their  success  agaipst  the  adversa- 
liesofmir  comnKHi  durStianity,  are  greatly 
ibilructecL 

<<  That  such  of  your  petitioners  as  have 
been  edocated  wiUi  a*view  to  the  several 
profesnoDS  Of  civil  law  and  physiCi  cannot 
m  thiak  it  a  great  iiardshi]^  to  be  obliged 
(ttstfare  in  one  oTthe  univenitiea»  eveii 
at  dieir  .first  admission  or  matriculation^ 
and  at  anage  so  inmiatufe  for  disqoiMons 
and  deeision«.of  such  moment)  to  subscribe 
their  unfeigDed  assent  to  a  variety  of  thep- 
'lexical  propotitions^  concerning  which 
tbeir  private  opinions  can  be  of  no  conse- 
quence Co.  the  pid>Hc,  in  otder  to  bntille 
them  to  acadesQJcal  degrees  in  those  fa- 
culties, mere  especially  as  the  c6urse  pf 
their  stadies,  ana  attentioD-  to  tbeir  prac- 
tice respectively  tford  them  neither  the 
,  neans  oor  the  leisure  to  examine  whether' 
and  heir  &  such  propositions  do  agsee 
with  the  word  of  God.  . 

**  That  certain  o£  your  petitioii^rs  have. 
Kami  to  lament^  not  only  their  own,  bui 
the  too  probable  inisfortune'of  theipsoas, 
vfao,  at  aa  age  before  the  habiV  of  refleo- 
tioD  can  be  formed;  or  their  jtidffiiientjma- 
turad,  muat^if  the  preswit  mode  of  sub- 
Kripttoa  remain,  bo.  irrecoverably  Bound 
dovn  in  points  of  the  highest  consequence 
to  the  tenets  *  of  ages  lesfr  inFormed  than 
wtowd;  ,  •   .  * 

*'  That\ii(JrereBft^the'  first  4if  the  three 
Articles  tiUjo^ied  by  rfie  thirty-siicth  canon 
<^  the  church  of  England  to  qe  subscribed, 
tontaina  ^  r^agd^hm  of  his  Majesty's 
aopremacy  ih  all  causes  ecdesiastical  and 
<3vil:  yoor  petitioners  hurilibly  presume 
^  every  sefurity  proposed  by  subscrip-. 
tioQto  th^  ^id  avtides  is  fi»Uy  anU  effec- 
^y  provided  for  by  t(ie  oaths*  of  alle- 
P^  and.'  soprema^  prescribed  to  fee ' 
taken  hj  evd^^deacbii  *aacf  ^est  at  their 
(''diDation,  and  by  every  gt|lauate  in  both 
^ersitie^  .  Your  pe'titiqpers  being,  ne^ 
vertheless,  ready  Ina  l^illiog  to  ^ivt  an; 
farther  testimony  whi^  may  be  thdught . 
^ieot^of  their  affection  for  his  Ma- 
i^'a  penen  and  Government,  of  their 
^^tu^ment  and  dutmil  submission  to  thb 
^titutioi»  iif  churcfi  and«tate,^  of  thejr 
I  ^horrence  of'  the  tmchrisfian  spirit,  of 
l?^9  and*  of  all  those  mJEocims  of  the 
<^ttith  of  Kohie  which  t^d  to  eniklave  the* 
^Qsciences,  or  to  utidermine  thOfCivil  or 
^OQsliber^of  aj^  Protestanlipeople. 


<«  Yo«r  petitioners,  in  consideration  of  the    • 
preniises,  do  humbly  supplicate  this 
nonourable  Houses  in  hope  of  being 
relieved  from- an  obligation  soineon- 
gmous  with*  the  right  of  prhrate  judg- 
ment, so  pregnant  with  danger  to  true  * 
religion,  and  so  productive  of  distress  ' 
to  many  pious  and  conscientious  men. 
,  and  us^ul  subjects  of  the  state;  and   « 
in^hat  hope  look  np  for.redress,  and 
humbly  submit  their  cause,  under 
Grod^  to  the  wisdom  and  justice  of  n 
British  parliament^  and  the  pf  et;^  of  a 
Protestant  king.i-^And  your  petition- 
'    ers  shall  ever  pray,  &cJ^ 

Sir  Roger  Ncmdigaie  said  it  was  a  nul- 
lity  unless  seconded. 
Mr.  Thomas  Pitt  thereupon  seconded  it. 

Sir  Roger  NefwdigaU : 

Mr.  Spe^er:  the  hpn.  gentleman 
n^o  made  the  present  motion,,  tells  you 
.that  thetpetitioners  are  respectable.  But 
how  are  they  cespectable  i  Not  surely  , 
for  number.  In  that  view  they  are  li^ff 
as  dust  tn  the.  balance.*  Is  it  from  their 
characters,  then  that  they  derive  their 
weight  ?  I  desire  no  better  proof  of  the 
^absurdity  of  that  supposition  than  this 
Petition.  For  #hat  is  its  object  i  The 
repeal  of  Tests  of  Orthodoxy,  which  they 
have  not' only  professed,  but  sworn  they 
believed.  These  very  men  have  most  of  ' 
them  subscribed,  promoed,  and  declared 
their  assent  with  respect  to  matters»  in 
which  it  now  appears  that  they  would  have 
their* subscriptions,  promi8^,.and  deckr^- 
tion$  pass  for  nothing.  What  must  the 
world  think  of  such  ecclesiastics,  of  men» 
who  fdr  the  sake  or  the  grepes  entered  the 
vineyard  through  the  briars  and  thorns 
^with  which  it  was  fenced,  and  would  now 
beat  down  every  mound,  and  leave  it 
xaked  and  defisnceless?  The  necessary- 
.conclusion  is  that  there  are  divines,  whom 
no  tyes,  however  sacred,  can  bind,  whoin 
.i^pture^  church|  conscience,  and  honour,, 
a&ct  'less'  than  secular  interest.  With 
what  ftce  can  persons  of  this  stamp  come 
to  the  bar  of  this  House,  espeaall^  as 
they  still  hold  |he  prize  oi  their  iniqufty'?' 
''I  do  ribt  heslr  that  any  of  them  have  relin* 
qdislied  their  preferments  iif  the  church, 
h9i^ever  ipach  they  may  have  renounced 
the  'principles  upon  wfiich  they  were  ob« 
titined.  Yet  this  seems  fo  be  the  plaoi.  , 
idiiph  should  have  been  adopted  by  con- 
scleotibus' Christians.  Common  honesty 
wonld  have  taught  them  not  to.  eat  tlie  " 
bread  of'.the  Church,  while,  ih  imx&tion 


9S5] 


IS  GBORQE  m. 


«f  the  0iSy  old  woipap  in  {be  Able,  tliejr 
kill  the  fowl  that  lays  the  golden  egsB. 

When  we  attend  tq  the  conduct  of  these 

gentlemen,  we  must  aekaowledg0  ttot  it 

was  not  without  reaaon  that  our  ancestors 

r  framed  creed?  and  confesdons.    If  they 

•  will  not  bind  the  consciences  of  such  a 
iriippery  proteaja  race,  they  will  at  least 
work  upon  their  fears.  Prudence  will 
eonfine  them  within  certain  boun^  and 
prevent  the  nation  from, being  overwhelip- 
«4  4¥iih  a  deluge  of  impiety  end  Mas- 

•  phemy.  If  you  remove  tnis  institution,  I 
oaiinot  see  how  the  state  can  a  moment 
subsist.  Civil  and  rdigious  establishments 
are  so  linked  and  incorporated  together, 
.that,  when  the  latter  failsKthe  former  can^ 
not  stand.  They  seem  to  me  to  be  as  in* 
separably  connected  as  the  soul  and  body. 
And  indeed  what  is  religion  but  the  soul 
that  animates. the  body  politic?    Every 

■  state  tha(  ever  existed,  found  the  sanc- 
tions of  religion  necessary  to  support  its 
fabric    Even  Deists  allow  that  the  belief 

•  of  ftiture  rewards  and  punishments  i^one 
of  the  firmest  bonds  of  society.  Btit  how 
can  efficacy  be  given  to  any  system  of  re* 
ligion  without  some  public  form,  some  ge- 
neral standard  of  reterence  established  as- 
a  basis  for  the  alliance  between  church 
and  state?  The  contrary  idea  is  absurd  and 
impossible,  and  could  never  have  entered 
into  any  but  distempered  brains. 

Suppose,  however,  for  the  sake  of  ar- 
aument,  all  this  reasoning  to  be  ground* 
less;  suppose  that  no  general  criterion  of 
faith  is  necessary,  that  the  commonwealth 
may  subsist,  and  yet  not  only  the  kuly, 
but  also  the  clergy  adopt  whatever  whim* 
ties  start  up  in  a  mooster-broeding  laooy, 
yet  I  think  it  may  be  easily  proved  that 
this  House  cannot  give  die  least  counte* 
nance  to  this  Petition,  if  they  do  not  in* 
lend  to  violate  all  law  and  justice.  The 
King  has  more  than  once  not  only  declared 
but  sworn  in  a  solemn,  public,  and  deli- 
berate manner,  to  preserve  our.  settlement 
in  church  and  state  inviolate.  '  By  the 
Coronation  Oath  he  is  enjoined  ^^  to 
maintain,  to  the  utmost  of  his  power,  the 
lai^s  of  God,  the  trufe  profession  of  the 
Gospel  and  Protestant  reformed  religion 
established  bv  law."  Can  he  atigure  thdse 
words,*  fbr  they  are  the  very  .^pressvitps 
4»f  the  oadi ;  can.  hp  in  complaisance  'to 
any  mistaken  notiona  of  hi^  subjects,  re* 
'0act,  and  annul  his  .owa  act  aad  deed, 
aonfirmed  by  the  ipost  sacred*  and  ^vio- 
-  lable  of 'all  relij^ioMs  ceremoni^?    You 
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would  BO^  eftoQt.  him  by  «ich  a  proposi- 
tian ;  <and»  if  you  wi^  lo  ill-advised,  he 
would  certais^y  thrpw  his  crciivw  into  the 
sea,  sooner  ihm  be  woc^  be  guiHy  of  so 
dishonoursMe.a  breach  of  his  wicwd-  Sap- 
poseyou  should  r\ow  paift  an  Act  torepd 
die  Oath  of  Allegiance,  and  SopreaMcj. 
Do  yovi  imagine  that  I  should  think  my. 
tfclf  ab^lved  from  t^e  oblig8tiOD9  which  1 
have  contracted  I  Yeu  oaonot  look  upoo 
me  ^  so  void  of  religtaa.  Oaths  are  mat- 
ten  of  .ponscience,  mauers  that  pau  be- 
tween God  and  onr  hcvMls,  and  cheir  force 
ia  not  to.be  taken  away  by  homan  autho? 
rity.  The  King  will  certainly  view  the 
»nt  in  that  light.  I  wish  the  petitiooen 
ad  done  the  same.    Had  tt^y  been  so 

Erudent,  so  consdentious,  there  would 
ave  been  no  oeoesion  for  this  day's  d^ 
bate.  This,  however,  is  not  the  onljf  lav 
that  stands  in  the  way  of  the  Petition. 
The  Act  of  Union  is  a  mucb  more  iosur* 
mouniable  obstacle.  By  that  statute,  tbe 
religious  establishment  gf  either  kingdom 
'cannot  be  altered,  ekcept  they  he  first  re- 
stored to  the  condition,  in  'which  thejj 
stood  b^re  it  took  phice.  I^t  the  m 
Jiament  of  Scotland,  and  tbe  parliament  (j 
England  be^seme  once  more  separate  and 
distnict  bodies;  and  then  you  may  talk  oj 
a  second  reformation.  Till  that  step  u 
previously  taken,  tbe  matter  is  impractij 
cable ;  y6u  cannot  inake  the  leeat  cliang^ 
m  the  Churdi  of  England.  The  UoioQJ 
as  well  as  Mag^a  Charta,  I  l)okl  an  irrd 
versible  decree^ binding  at  all  times  and  v 
all  oircUmstenoee,  li£^  the  )aw  of  t« 
Medes  and  the  Persians.  At  aa^  rate,  I 
am  convinced  that  the  Act  of  Union  1^ 
rendered -all  petitiooB  of  this  nature  load 
missible ;  and  in  that  persuasion  I  des»^ 
that  the  Cletk  may  read  the  clause  ti 
which  I  aHude.  -    '   ^     '   -_ 

.  The  Clerk  then  seal  the^dausc  as  foj 
lows:     -  •    *  • 

.<<  After  the- decease  of  her  pressntn^ 
'*'jesty,>  (wnqibi.  God  loo^ preserve!)  tlj 
'<  sovereign  succee'ding  to  her  in  the  ro)i 
**  government'  of  Ihe  kingdom  of  Gr^ 
^^  Briiain  shall,  ui^U  time  co9)iqg>  ^^^ 
*^  or  her  accession  to"  the  thranOk  s*'^ 
<rand  subscribe,  that  they  sImU  iaviol^ 
f^  niaintaih  imd  preserve  the  foresaid  6^ 
<«  tlement  of  the  true  Broteetant  relig") 
<<  with  tihe  \^ership,  disciplioe,  right,  ai 
^«  privileges  of  thi^  church,  »  above  est 
"  blished  by  the  lawB  of  thift  kingdom, 
'^  .proa«putioa  of  the  Claim  of  Right*" 
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Mr.  Hans  Stanlei^  .•♦ 

Sir ;  I  do  not  profess  to  be  deeply 
skilled  in  iheology,  and,  if  1  did,  yet  I 
would  not  encroach  upon  the  province  of 
those,  who  make  it  tneir  peculiar  study. 


A.  D.  1772. 
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*  The  follow  iog^  curious  Letter  is  copied 
from  tbe  Appendix  to  Mr.  fielsham's  Life  of 
the  re? ereod  Mr.  Lindsey : 

A  Letter  from  Hans  Stanley,  esq.  to  Mr. 
Liadsey,  assignioj;  his  Reasons  for  de- 
cUniDg  to  support  the  Clerical  Petition. 

"  PauUons,  Nov.  12,  1771. 
"Dear  Sir;  yoii  certainly  need  noapologry 
for  addressing  yourself  to  me  upon  any  snb- 
jfct ;  yoar  own  merit  and  our  long  acquain- 
taoce  entitle  yon  to  my  attention,  and  give  you 
a  ri^bt  to  expect  that  answer,  which  you  are 
pleased  to  ask  as  a  favour. 

*^  You  will  give  me  leave  to  follow  your  in- 
trodactioQ  of  tliis  matter,  by  assuring  you  on 
my  part  that  if  your  request  related  to  any  pri- 
rate  iolerest  of  your  own  within  my  small 
poirer,  1  should  heartily  wish'  to  serve  you  ^ 
hilt  in  tbe  present  case  it  cannot  weigh  with  me 
to  promote  .innovations  in  tjie  law,  which  I 
thiok  oot  only  unnecessary,  but  extremely  mis- 
chieTous. 

**  The  peace  of  mankind  is  a  fortieth  article 
of  lay  religioo,  which  I  hold  to  be  much  more 
ioportaot  than  any  of  the  39  objected  to  by 
those  who  with  a  very  blameable  iodiscretion 
(aod  some,  I  believe,  from  worse  motives)  are 
vrilliog  to  disturb  it.  T  shall  not  easily  concede 
that  any  alteration  either  in  these  or  the  liturgy 
is  necessary,  unless  they  contain  doctrines  con- 
trary to  sound  morality  and  civil  obedience,  but 
^ea  then  I  should  by  no  means  concur  in  the 
pnjer  of  your  petition :  I  should  jrather  he  led 
to  a  conclusion  totally  different,  for  1  should 
thiok  that  the  specihc  article  ought  to  be 
lioeDded,  and  not  the  whole  set  aside ;  but  this 
a  a  H-ork  in  the  first  instance  for  synods,  and 
<^Tocations:  many  preparatory  steps  which  I 
haTe  not  wisdom  to  indicate,  ought  to  precede 
the  parliamentary  .consideiation. 

*'  1  deny  that  any  of  the  Reformers  whose 
B^es  are  transmitted  to  posterity  with  respect, 
^«r  adopted  so  wild  an  idea,  as  that  of  a  Chris - 
^  fodety '  without,  any  established  church 
holding  certain  defined  tenets.  The  liberty  of 
jodgiogr  for  yourselves  of  the  sense  of  tlie 
^ptore  is  a  possession,  which,  you  say,  all 
tR€n  have  a  rifi^ht  to  eajo;^  :  I  not  only  agree 
^itb  yon  in  this  proposition,  hut  I  will  add, 
that  you  have  a  right  to  teach  and  inform  others 
according  to  your  own  sense  of  Scripture,  pro- 
vided yoor  lessons  are  conducive,  or  at  least 
■Jdifferent,  to  the  happiness  of  mankind  and 
i^traoquUUty  of  the  state;  but  these  conces- 
^^  do  not  exclude  every  gfov^rnmentfrom* 
^^^  the  preference  to  such  forms,  or  to  such 
^^oes,  which  appear  most  eligible  in  their 
<>nttd  public  sense,  which  constitutes  the  law. 
UOL.XVII.]  ' 


Let  every  class  of  men  exercise  their  own 
art.  *  Ne  sutor  ultra  crepidam'  is  no  bad 
maxim ;  and  if  it  had  been  properly  ob- 
served of  late»  we  should  have  heard  of 
fewer  complaints  against  the  church  as 
well  as  the  state.    That  1  may  not  be 

Therefore  the  ministers  of  separatists  are  main- 
tained at  the  expence  of  their  congregations ; 
digailies  and  preferments  belong  exclusively  to 
the  established  church  alone  ;  this  has  been,  is, 
and  ever  most  be  the  rule  in  the  most  tolerant 
stotes,  and  even  in  the  freest  republics. 

**  The  wisdom  of  Providence  seems  in  ite 
dispensations  to  have  reserved  this  authority 
for  the  future  succession  of  Christian  churches : 
it  never  could  be  supposed  that  Che  poor,  and 
the  ignorant,  who  compose  the  greater  number 
of  the  laity,  could  give  up  their  labour  for,  and 
pass  their  lives  in  the  investigation  of  this  di- 
vine system.  It  may,  perhaps,  he  asserted,  that 
the  Scripture  is  so  clear,  and  so  full,  thi^t  it 
wants  no  interpretation,  nor  any  supplementary 
addition.  If  this  be  tme,  how  happens  it,  that 
we  are  hitherto  not  better  agreed  f  Why  has 
th(B  world  been  disturbed  by  so  many  leaders 
of  sects  and  heresiarchs,  who  (if  they  were  all 
now  alive  upon  the  face  of  the  earth)  might 
compose  as  large  an  army  as  that  With  which 
Alexander  the  Great  conquered  the  Persian 
empire  P  Yet,  all  these  men  were  convinced 
and  maintained  that  their  opinions  were  founded 
in,  or  derived  from.  Holy  Writ. 
.  <*  U'  the  Scripture  needs  no  explanation,  I 
will  turn  Quaker,  and -join  in  aby  measure 
which  tends  to  set  aside  ^our  whole  order  as 
an  useless  exnenca»  But  if  it  does  require  ex- 
pladation,  I  chuse  to  trust  that  tnuk  rather  to 
the  well-diffested  and  mature  studies  of  our 
venerable  hierarchy,  than  to  the  crude  tran- 
scient  notions,  whloh  caprice,  vanity,  self-con- 
ceit, and  folly  may  suggest  to  every  idle  cox- 
comb, who  wants  to  to  taken  notice  of  for  his 
singularity.  1  am  therefore  (within  the  bounda 
of  toleration  which  I  have  laid  down)  an  advo- 
cate not  only  for  suict  subordination,'  to  over- 
awe and  coerce  such  dangerous  im pertinencies, 
but  for  written  canons,  creeds,  and  articles  to 
warn  rash  unthinking  men  of  the  future  ceu- 
sure  and  ponishmeUt  they  may  incur ;  for  it  is 
essential  to  justice  to  mark  out  plainly  offences 
of  every  kind,  and  it  is  an  arbitrary  exertion  of 
power  to  inflict  pensdties  without  such  nofice. 
i  should  at  the  same  time  strenuously  oppose 
the  compelling  any  individual  to  sie^n  any  arti- 
cle of  faith  whatever.  But  nothing  of  this 
kind  is  at  present  done :  every  roan  is  left  to 
his  own  free  choice,  and  every  honest  man 
will  therein  follow  the  dictates  of  his  own 
opinion  ;  nor  will'  there  arise  the  slightest  in- 
convenience if  (from  peculiar  objections  to  the 
Liturgy,  or  the  39  Articles)  some  few  persons 
more  should  chuse  in  tbe  various  professions  of 
laymen  to  follow  an  active  life  of  virtuoiu  in- 
dustry. I  thank  God  we  live  neither  in  a 
desert  country,   nor  an  illiterate  age,  and  I 

[S] 
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charged  with  violating  my  own  rule,  I  will 
only  consider  this  question  ih  a  political 
light,  and  express  the  seotiments,  not  of  a 
divintf,  but  a  statesman.- 

And  here  allow  me  to  declare  my  at* 
tachment  to  religious  ^  well  as  civil  li- 
berty. No  roan  can  be  a  greater  friend 
than  i  to  toleration  ;  because  no  tyranny 
can  be  more  dreadful  than  that  which  is 
'iBxercised  over  the  mind  ;  and  if  I  disco- 
vered any  symptoms  of  this  intolerant 
spii^it  in  our  church,  I  should  be  very 
ready  to  give  it  a  check.  But  as  nothing 
of  this  nature  appears,  the  same  love  of 
moderation  disposes  me  to  throw  my 
weight  into  the  opposite  scale,  and  to  pre- 
vent that  licentiousness  of  innovation, 
which  the  extreme  lenity  of  our  ecclesias- 
tical discipline  seems  to  have  bred. 

The  object  of  this  motion  is  no  less 
than  the  absolute  desti^uction  of  the 
church.  For  how,  I  beseech  you,  is  the 
fabric  of  it  cemented  and  held  together 


hope  we  are  not  likely  soon  to  want  a  decent 
and  worthy  sucdessioa  in  our  priesthood. 
<*  If  (as  you  arc  pleased  to  inform  rae)  bi- 

*  shops  and  otiiers  hare  in  their  writings,  preach  - 
ings,  &c.  receded  from  what  they  have  sipied, 
ami  ^  hat  the  law  has  enjoined,  I  do  not  think 
the  precedent  so  good  as  to  wish  the  practice 
general ;  nor  does  the  example  of  a  college  in 
Oambridsi^e  ^weigh  greatly  with  rne:  I  have 
-quite  accidentally  heard  somewhat  of  the  secret 
history  which  has  passed  within  those  walls ; 
if  1  am  not  deceived,  that  ^gnatui-e  has  been 
chiefly  promoted  by  a  factions  abettor  of  those 
senseless  seditious  disputes  which  have  di- 
-vided  us  upon  political  subjects,  and  which  are 
already  enon^fh  cnvenonrfed  without  your 
fhrowing  in  the  fresh  corrosire  of  religious 
controversy.  How  total  a  fermenfatioo  such 
B  mixture  may  produce  ^s  well  known  to  all 
those  who  have  r%ad  the  history  of  this  country 
'for  the  last  century. 

*  "As  no  church  is  so  purely  of  divine  insti- 
tution as  not  to  smell  a  httle  of  hutnanity,  oar 
establishment  may  be  liable  to  some  errors  ; 
yet  dues  it  If'ave  you  sufficient  scope  to  be  as 
you  acinally  are,  a  very  good  mati,  and  to 
•contribute  quietly  to  render  your  parishioners 
•snch.  Tlie  wisdom  of  government,  ever  since 
the  House  of  Hanover  ascended  the  thfone, 
has  maintained  your  order  in  the  possesaibn  of 
siifiicient  respect,  and  has  kept  you  perfectly 
quiet ;  neither  the  good  treatment  you  have 
enjoyed  nor  your  want  of  power  has  been 
founded  on  tlie  plan  of  any  particular iidminis- 

^  tration,  tliey  have  arisen  from  the  general  sense 
aiul  tfiniier  of  this  nsfe.  The  reign  of  the 
Aftrr'elif^  :ind  Seraphic  Doctors  is  past  and  gone ; 
were  ihcy  now  to  appear  aprain,  ^he  world 
Would  bus)'  itself  very  little  aboot  their  sub- 
tleties; uay,  I. am  sanguine  enough  to  believe 
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but  by  creeds  and  subscriptions.  Remove 
the  Thirty-nirie  Articles,  and  the  whole 
edifice  falls  to  the  groiind.  I  cannot, 
therefore,  help  considering  the  petitioners 
as  men,  who  tell  others  that  they  will  come 
and  live  with  them,  but  that  they  must 
previously  pull  down  their  house,  though, 
if  they  had  desired  the  do6r  to  be  altered,  it 
misht  possibly  have  been  more  convenient. 
It  IS  no  n^w  thing,  to  be  sure,  to  alter  reli- 
gion ;  liut  it  will  certainly  be  a  little  unpre- 
cedented to  alter  her  in  this  outrageous 
manner,  and  to  leave  lier  not  a  rag  to 
cover  her  nakedness.  The  satire  of  Swift 
on  Jack,  in  the  Tale  of  a  Tub,  will  no  longer 
be  deemed  a  fiction.  We  shall  realize  his 
monstrous  caricature,  and  make  the  church 
of  England,  in  fact,  what  the  kirk  of 
Scotland  was  in  his  imagination.  Upon 
these  principles,  I  am  against  entering 
into  the  merits  of  this  petition  ;  but  thenl 
do  not  object  to  its  being  brought  up. 
Such  a  compliment  is  the  lea&t  mark  of 


that  Prynne,  Burton  and  Bastwick,  wnold  at  I 
present  have  few  partizans  unless  they  were 
persecuted,  which  I  think  very  milikely  to 
happen  to  any  man.     The  vice  of  the  present 
times  is  rather  !©•  much  indifference  about  re- 
ligious matters  and  opinions ;  if  1  might  there- 
fore, as  a  real  friend,  presume  to  advise  the 
clergy,  they  oug;ht  not,  while  total  ibfidelttyis 
Ifaiuin^  orrouod  upon  them,  to  expose  any  pi^r- 
tial  weaknesses  of  their  System,  and  thus  by 
trivial    and  .frivolous    disagreements   amoDg  i 
themselves,   perhaps  endanger  the  whole  fa- 
brio.    I  have  sometimes,  in  my  more  serioos 
hours,  regretted  that  the  poor  Apocrypha  foaod 
no    better  advocate,    because,    by    rejectiofi; 
those  books,  the  rest  afAkfd  Bible  was  pei*b8(|s 
foroa^ht  under  some  decree  of  doubt ;  and  if  | 
tbe  Liturgy  or  the  39  Articles  were  now  de- 1 
sorted,  who  knows  where  the  growing  incrcdo- 
lity  of  mankind  would  stop? 

"  Upon  the  whole,  my  dear  Sir,  I  heartily 
wish  it  was  possible  for  .you  to  desist  from  a 
design  which  I  so  highly  disapprove  and  onnst 
so  entirely  discoontenatice ;  but  I  well  knoir 
the  warmth  with  which  these  speculations  are 
pursued  by  those  who  have  once'adoj^ted  them.; 
1  trust,  however,  there  will  be^fbund  sobciety 
and  understanding  enough  in  tbe  House  of 
Conimobs  to  reject  your  petition  without  any 
more  debate  than  what  every  single '  member 
has  a  rrglit  to  command  upon  everv  question 
however  improper  to  be  moved.  1  beg'yoo 
will  believe  that,  tboogti  we  diflfer  ;80  widely 
upon  thiflrpublie  point,  which  I  have  endea* 
voored  to  treat  with  all  pbafluble  candour  and 
frankness,  1  Shall  ever  be  ready  to  receive  yoat 
eoti^minds  with  te^v^  to  all  ntatters  which  re« 
gard  yourself,  or  in  wlilch  I  can  prove  to  von 
the  affection  and  esteem  with  whicli  I  am,  deal 
Sir,  &c.  your,  &c.  H.  Stanlet," 
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respect  that  we  can  sl^iow  to  the  gentle- 
men, by  irhom  it  has  been  subscribed ;  ^nd 
I  shall  always  be  for  adopting  any  healing 
measure;  any  plan  likely  to  prevent  divi- 
sions aod  animosities  in  the  church.  In- 
deed, it  b  upon  iliis  foundation  that  I  dis- 
approve of  proceeding  farther  in  this 
matter.  The  church  has  established  39 
articles  of  faith,  and  I  pay  them  all  due 
respect.  But  still  J  have  in  my  creed  a 
fortieth  article,  in  my  estimation  as  import- 
ant  as  any  of  thcra,  ^nd,  I  had  almost  said, 
worth  th^m  all ;  s^nd  that  is  public  peace. 
Tl)is  essential  purpose  I  never  found  in  all 
mj  reading  or  experience  greatly  pro- 
moted by  theological  controversy.  Re- 
ligious questions  are  generally  captious 
questions,  and  cannot  be  stirred  without 
immioent  danger  to  the  community. 
Theological  hatred  is  notorious  to  a  pro- 
Terb.  1  hope  that  you  have  more  prudence 
than  to  rouse  it  at  this  juncture,  when  it  may 
kindle  a  iame  that  will  not  be  easily  laid. 
Have  jou  not  already  business  enough 
upon  your  hands  ?  Are  not  affairs  of  the 
utmoi»i.  consequence  on  the  eve  of  being 
laid  before  you  ^  Why  then  cre^Ue  em- 
plojment  without  ^ny  urgent  necessity  ? 
Consider  the  fury  of  religious  mobs,  and 
drop  the  idea.  Political  mobs  are  in  com- 
parison of  them '  harmless  as  doves.  Of 
tbe  latter  you  have  had  some  experience. 
Do  JOU  intend  also  to  try  what  spirit  the 
former  are  of?  Methiuks  the  commotions 
raised  by  Sacheverell  miglit  be  a  sufficient 
lesson  to  reasonable  men.  Should  you  be 
bold  enough  to  set  fire  to  the  train,  I  cer- 
t^oly  hhaW  not  he  one  of  the  adventurers. 
1  am  not  suiHciently  hardy.  Let  others 
gird  on  the  sword  of  the  spirit,  or  in  other 
vords  the  sword  of  tiie  flesh.  My  study 
^hall  be  to  preserve  public  peace,  as  the 
niost  sacred  and  inviolable  article  of  re- 
ligion. 

Mr.  Bi/rue  said,  he  was  a  friend  to  reli- 
gious liberty,  but  did  not  think  that  liberty 
supported,  or  likely  to  be  supported,  by 
complying  with  the  prayer  of  the  petition. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  Fitzmaurice  .• 

Sir ;  thougb  no  divine,  I  think  my- 
lelf,  as  a  repre8entati\^  of  the  people, 
JQsti&d  in  delivering  my  sentiments  on 
this  occasion.  If  incapable  of  judginc, 
1  niust  likewise  be  unfit  to  vote,  or,  m 
other  words,  to  discharge  my  duty  to  my 
constituents.  I  shall  therefore  make  no 
^tiier  apology  for  speaking  to  this 
question. 
The  petitioners    cpmplain  of  ^ticles 


i^nd  subscriptions  as  infringements  upon 
their  right  of  private  judgment,  in  ex- 
plaining the  scriptures.  3ut  are  they 
obliged,  are  they  compelled  by  pains  and 
penalties  to  subscribe,  and  to  interpret  the 
scriptures  according  to  the  doctrine  of  the 
church  I  I  never  beard  Hiat  they  were  com- 
pelled to  come  in,  or  that  they  were  not 
suffered,  while  they  remained  peaceable 
subject^  and  did  not  commence  teach- 
ers within  the  ecclesiastical  pal^,  to  enjoy 
their  own  interpretation.  This  grievance, 
therefore,  if  it  be  a  grievance,  is  of  their 
own  creation,  and  they  have  thetnselveSj 
not  the  cliurch  to  blame.  Hence  I  sus- 
pect this  argument  of  theirs  to  be  a  little 
Hudibrastic,  and  to  insinuate  that 

<  He  only  breaks  the  oath  who  makes  it,  * 
*  Not  he  who  fur  convenience  takes  it.* 

I  certainly  do  not  look  upon  them  as 
influenced  by  the  purest  motives  iu  this 
application ;  and  that  you  may  not  think 
my  opinion  groundless,!  will  state  to  yod 
my  reasons. 

The  Confessional  I  hold  to  be  their  creed. 
The  arguments  contained  in  that  work  set 
them  first  in  motion  ;  and  I  suspect  its  au- 
thor to  be  the  soul  of  this'  combination. 
Let  us  then  consult  this  oracle,  and  see 
whether  we  cannot  in  his  responses  disco- 
ver the  principles  and  views  oy  which  the 
party  is  directed.  "  In  all  establishments,"  * 
says  he,  <'  where  temporal  emoluments 
arb  annexed  to  the  profession  of  a  cer- 
tain system  of  doctrines,  and  the  usage 
of  a  certain  routine  of  forms,  and  appro- 
priated to  an  order  of  men  so  and  so  qua- 
lified, that  order  of  men  will  naturally 
think  themselves  interested  that  things 
should  continue  as  they  are.  A  reforma- 
tion might  endanger  their  etnolumentF. 
For  though  it  should  only  begin  with  such 
things  as  are  most  notoriously  amiss,  the 
alteration  of  which  would  no  way  affect 
their  temporal  interests,  yet,  by  opening 
a  door  to  farther  inquiry  (which  would 
be  the  natural  effect  of  it^  their  dignities 
and  revenues  might  possibly  be  brought 
into  question,  and  be  thought  to  need 
some  regulations,  which  it  can  hardly  be 
supposed  they  would  approve.  So  that 
tliey  who  ask,  who  knows  where  a  refor- 
mation may  end,  are  certainly  not  unwise 
in  their  generation.  A  man  of  sense, 
though  he  may  love  his  money  better 
than  any  thing  elsei  may  nevertheless  be 
capable  of  discerning  where  a  reformation 
is  wanted.*'  Does  not  this  language 
clearly  prove  that  the  blow  is  aimed  not 
only  at  the  doctrine  but  aho  at  the  consti- 
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tution  of  the  church  ?  Religion  is  often 
a  cloke  for  avarice  and  ambition,  and  the 
gentlemen  are  not  unwise  in  their  genera- 
tion. I  am  credibly  informed  that  the 
author  of  the  Confessionali  who  enjoys  a 
benefice  in  the  church,  and  submits  to 
the  usage  of  a  certain  routine  of  forms, 
and  yet  in  some  of  the  foregoing  words 
betrays  such  a  predilection  for  the  dissen- 
ters, was  tempted  to  join  their  standard 
by  an  offer  of  even  larger  appointments 
than  he  now  possesses.  But  dtid  he  obey 
the  call  of  the  orthodox  and  of  the  spirit  ? 
He  was  not  so  unwise  in  his  generation. 
A  man  of  sense,  though  h^  may  be  ca- 
pable of  discerning  {he  particulars  where 
a  reformation  is  wanted,  may  nevertheless 
love  his  money  better  than  any  thing  else. 
This  reformer  understood  the  essential 
difierence  between  a  precarious  annuity 
and  a  legal  freehold. 

If  any  farther  explanation  of  his  mind 
be  wanted,  here  it  is — ^*  But,  if  ever  the 
mask  should  fall  off  in  some  future  skir- 
mish, tlie  probable  and  frequent  effect  of  a 
rivalship  for  temporal  honours  and  emolu- 
ments, and  if  one  of  the.  parties  should  be 
reduced  to  the  necessity  of  lemming  on  the 
friends  of  reformation  bv  way  of  balance 
to  the  other,  it  is  then  that  the  labours  of 
these  idle  and  visionary  men  may  come  to 
have  their  weight ;  and  some  of  those,  at 
least,  who  are  now  pining  away  in  despond- 
ing obscurity  under  the  frowns  of  their 
disobliged  superiors,  may  possibly  live  to 
see  the  way  they  hav6  been  preparing, 
gradually  opening  to  the  accomplishment 
of  what  all  well-informed  Christians  and 
consistent  Protestants  have  been  so  long 
and  so  ardently  wishing  for  in  vain.*' 
Does  this  passage  want  any  comment  ?  Is 
it  not  ;clear  ?    Is  it  not  explicit  ? 

If  the  petitioners'  were  in  earnest  about 
a  reformation,  why  did  they  not  first  apply 
to  the  King  ? .  Why  not  to  the  bishops : 
If  they  had  an^  just  complaint  to  make,  I 
cannot  think  either  so  unreasonable  or  so 
tinjust  as  not  to  grant  them  every  relief 
in  their  power.  His  Majesty,  if  properly 
solicited,  would,  I .  have  no  doubt,  have 
called  the  convocation,  and  allowed  it  to 
take  their  case  into  consideration.  Had 
they  been  baffled  in  this  attempt,  yet  still 
they  should  not  have  applied  to  us,  but 
to-  the  upper'  House,  where  they  might 
have  had  the  assistance  of  the  bishops, 
men  who  have  made  divinity  their  particu* 
lar  study. 

As  to  the  universities,  I  believe  they 
have  a  power  to  remedy  any  defect  of  this 


nature;  which  there  may  be  in  their  con- 
stitution, and  I  am  persuaded  that  upoa 
proper  application  thj^y  will  be  re^y  to 
undertake  so  desirable  a  work.  Why 
then  bring  the  afiair  before  this  House? 
The  step  is^certamly  precipitate. 

This  being  the  state  of  the  case,  shall 
we  embrace  the  creed  of  the  confessionalist 
and  neglect  that  of  mo/e  grave  and  ve- 
nerable men  ?  Judge  Blackstone,  who  I 
believe,  will  be  allowed  by  all  to  be  as  en- 
lightened as  this  author,  gives  a  contrary 
decision.  The  question  then  will  be  whe- 
ther we  are  to  be  swayed  by  The  Confes- 
sional, or  by  Blackstone's  Commentaries. 
{'Here  the  hon.  gentleman  read  a  passage 
rom  book  4,  chap.  4  of  that  work.]  Be- 
fore we  come  to  that  resolution,  it  would 
not  be  improper  to  enquire  what  are  the 
reUgious  tenets  of  the  petitioners.  Are 
you  assured  that  they  are  not  tinctured 
#ith  the  leaven  of  Arminianism  and  Soci- 
nianism?  .1  have  reason  to  think  that 
some  of  them  deny  the  divinity  of  Christ 
Can  you  think  such  men  proper  members 
of  the  church  of  England  )  I  cannot  har- 
bour such  a  thought.  Whether  you  do  or 
do  not,  I  for  one  will  certainly  vote  for 
rejecting  the  petition. 

Lord  George  Germain : 

Sir;    though  a  warm  andiealous 
firiend  to  the  church  of  England,  I  must 
I  on  this  occasion  dissent  in  opinion  from 
those,  who  are  supposed  now  to  espouse 
!  her  cause :  and  I  will  openly  avow  my  sen- 
I  timents  without  the  least  dissimulation  or 
j  mental  reservation.    I  hope  no  man  will 
I  think  the  worse  of  me  for  my  frankness, 
i  or  charge  speculative  tenets  to  my  account 
as  a  crime.    If  we  live  in  a  learned  age« 
and  in  a  land  of  liberty,  it  cannot  surely 
be  dangerous  for  us  to  taUc  as  fireeiv  of 
religion  as  of  politics.    While  we  keep 
within  the  bounos  of  decorum,  and  preserve 
that  respect  which  is  due  to  long-establish- 
ed institutions,  we  can  ^ncur  no  blame  for 
exposing  any  absurdities  which  may  have 
crept  into  our  theological  system.    Are 
not  we  every  day  discovering  imferiec* 
tions  in  our  civil  establishment,  and  in  con- 
sequence appl3nng  a  remedy  ?  Why  should 
we  not  pursue  the  same  plan  with  respect 
to  our  religious  constitution?    Like  the 
other,  it  is  the  work  of  men's  hands,  and 
therefore  not  necessarily  perfect.    When 
I  call  it  the  work  of  men's  hands,  do  not 
mistake  me,  Sir,  as  if  I  charged  imperfec- 
tion  upon  the  scriptures.    Far  be  such 
presumption  from  my  mouth.  /  What  I 
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mean  is  the  creed  thence  reduced  by  our 
prelates,  tl^at  systematical  chain  of  doc- 
trines called  the  thirty-nine-  articles.  I 
beg  pardon  for  what  I  am  going  to  say ; 
but  I  must  be  explicit.  Nolo  episcopari. 
Tbere  are  in  the  thirty-nine  Articles  several 
tenets,  to  which  I  can  by  no  means  assent. 
I  am  persuaded  they  are  not  warranted  by 
scnptore ;  and  I  am  sure  they  cannot  be 
reconciled  to  common  sense.  With  what 
fiice  Uien  can  those  doctrines  be  imposed 
upon  the  consciences  of  men  as  artided  of 
belief,  which  no  man  can  belicTe  ?  You 
woald  not  have  your  clergy  like  St.  Au- 
gustin,  who  wished  that  God  Almighty 
woald  reveal  some  new  mystery  absolutely 
absurd  and  impossible,  that  by  his  ready 
acquiescence  he  night  prove  that  his  faith 
vas  not  only  bigger  than  a  grain  of  mus- 
tard seed,  but  even  able  to  remove  moun- 
tains. Ih  my  apprehension  some  of  the 
Articles  are  mcomprehensible,  and  some 
setf*contradictory.  I  have  no  doubt  but 
manj,  nay  most  of  those,  who  are  by  the 
nature  of  their  profession  obliged  to  sub- 
scribe them,  stand  in  the  same  predica- 
ment. Do  you  think  it,  possible  for  such 
men  sincerely  and  honestly  to  subscribe 
what  they  deem  absurdities  and  contradic- 
tions? If  you  mean  to  have  only  hypo- 
crites and  prevaricators  for  teachers  of  the 
gospel,  and  to  exclude  the  honest  and  con- 
fcientious,  this  is  certainly  the  best  phin 
imaginable.  But,  as  I  hope  this  is  not 
jour  intention,  I  expect  that  vou  will  open 
tiie  doors  of  the  church  wide  enough  to 
admit  those,  who  are  likely  to  teach  by 
example  as  well  as  by  precept,  and  to  be 
^ving  sermons  always  4>eaking  to  the  eyes 
of  the  people. 

It  is  indeed  objected  to  these  petitioners 
that  they  maintain  heterodox  opinions, 
and  particularly  that  they  deny  the  divinity 
of  Christ.  I  can  only  vouch  for  those, 
vith  whom  I  am  acquainted ;  and  I  must 
^Ji  that,  as  far  as  my  knowledge  extends, 
the  charge  is  groundless.  Some  gentle- 
men in  that  part  of  the  country  from  which 
Icooae,  have,  1  find,  signed  the  petition; 
>Qd  I  cannot  help  doing  them  the  justice 
to  dedare  that  there  are  no  wl|ere  to  be 
met  worthier  membelrs  of  the  community 
either  in  a  religious  or  civil  light  The 
divinity  of  Christ  they  certainly  never 
dreamt  of  disavowing;  and  the  reflection 
tt  unjust,  because  it  is  unmerited.  To  my 
^wledge  they  are  orthodox  with  regard 
to  the  grand  essentials  of  Christianity. 

It  is  no  objection  that  they  do  not  ac- 
quiesce b  some  of  the  S9  Articles.    They 
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have  that  in  common  with  the  greatest  di- 
vines and  philosophers  that  England  ever 
Produced.  What  think  you  of  Clarke  and 
loadley,  of  Locke  and  Newton  ?  Would 
they  subscribe  in  the  literal  and  gramma** 
ticcu  sense,  as  the  nature  of  the  thing  re- 
quires? Their  writings  demonstrate  the 
reverse.  Is  it  not  time  then  to  remove 
so  great  a  stumbling  block  ?  For  my  owa 
part  it  appears  to  me  a  melancholy 
thought,  and  indeed  a  crying  grievance, 
that  my  son  at  16  must  subscnbe,  upon 
entering  the ,  University,  what  I  cannot 
understand,  much  less  explain  *to  him,  at 
60.  The  matter  certainly  calls  aloud  for 
redress,  and  ought  alone,'  as  has  been 
justly  observed,  to  determine  us  to  enter 
into  the  merits  of  this  Petition.  Yet  to 
consider  the  matter  rightly,  in  what  better 
sittiatioi^  than  those  aggrieved  youths  are 
adults,  to  whom  the  Articles  appear  unin- 
tdligible,  or  self-contradictory  ?  As  the 
former,  if  they  would  not  be  debarred 
from  entering  the  temple  of  science,  must 
swallow  the  bitter  pill  of  subscription ;  so 
must  the  latter,  if  they  would  not  lose  the 
fruits  of  their  former  studies,  and  the  ex- 
pence  of  their  education,  and,  in  a  word, 
forego  every  prospect  in  life  ?  Is  not  this 
too  great  a  trial  for  humanity  ?  It  is  indis- 
putfd>ly  an  abuse  of  the  first  magnitude, 
and  demands  a  speedy  and  effectual  re- 
medy. 

Forbear  then  to  tell  us,  that  the  peti-' 
tioners  are  not  respectable.  Suppose  the 
allegation  true ;  yet  still  it  can  be  here  no 
reasonable  objection ;  'because  we  ought 
to  attend  to  the  merits  of  the  cause,  not  to 
the  numbers,  by  whom  it  is  supported. 
Had  this  argument  prevailed  when  Lu- 
ther undertook  to  expose  the  abuses  of 
the  Romish  church,  wnat  would  have  be* 
come  of  the  Reformation  ?  It  would  have 
been  nipt  in  the  bud,  and  this  nation,  as 
well  as  the  rest  of  Europe,  must  have 
^oaned  under  the  tyranny  of  the  Pope. 
Consider  that  reformation  generally  rises 
from  small  beginnings,  and,  like  fame,  ga- 
thers strehgth  as  it  goes.  Ancient  esta- 
blishments, however  absurd,  have  a  bddy 
of  men  interested  to  support  them ;  yet 
•till  the  force  of  truth  at  last  surmounts 
every  obstacle.  Were  not  this  the  case, 
how  could  the  Christian  religion  have  been 
first  established  ?  It  had  the  powers  of  the 
earth  to  vanquish.  The  rehgious  systems 
of  those  days  were  not  less^  zealously  es- 
poused by  the  priesthood  and  thetr  adher- 
ents, than  the  S9  Articles  are  in  our  days. 
Had  they  been  consulted^  and  made  die 
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sole  arbitrators  of  the  afiair,  bb  has  been 
suggested  in  the  present  instance  by  the 
last  speaker,  Christianity  must  have  been 
crushed  in  the  birth*  We  should  never 
have  heard  of  the  scheme  of  redemption, 
in  which  we  now  all  rejoice,  and  in  which 
all  the  ends  of  the  earth  are  or  may  be 
blessed.^ For  these  and  various  other 
reasons,  which  may  be  urged,  I  hope  that 
the  Petition  will  at  least  be  brought  up 
and  read>  if  not  examined  and  diseuased. 
This  we  owe  to  justice,  this  we  owe  to 
decency.  Reason  and  common  sense  call 
for  it  from  our  hands,  and  Christianity 
cannot  otherwise  be  satisfied. 

Lord  FMestofuf^  apologized  for  rinoff, 
but  as  he  found  the  same  arguments  ad- 
missible against  receiving  the  Petition,  as 
Blight  be  urged  against  complying  with 
the  prayer,  he  now  ventured  to  slate,  the 
reasons  which  determined  him.  He  ror 
ferred  only  to  the  clergy  :  all  others  may 
vithout  danger,  and 'therefore  mi^y  witn 
propriety,  be  relieved  from  a  subscriptiooi 
which  by  some  is  thought  ^zoepttonable, 
by  others  unnecessary,  or  indifferent. 
&it,  surely,  a  bare  assent  to  the  doctrines 
of  the  scriptures  is  not  sufficient  for  the 
dergy,  unless  we  mean  to  establish  upon 
equal  terms  of  honour  and  respect  every 
sect,  which  acknowiedges  the  scripture 
and  inten^  to  refer  the  test  and  deterroi- 
nation  of  orthodoxy  to  the  power,  the 
speeiousness,  the  virulence,  the  flattery. 
or  perhaps  the  future  success  of  the 
teacners  of  the  several  opinions.  It  is 
starting,  as  has  already  been  observed,  the 
teachers  of  all  denominations  upon  jequal 
terms,  and  creating  by  law  incongruous 
establishments.  The  practice  of  every 
aociety,  every  community  under  heaven, 
requires  either  expressly  or  by  implica- 
tioD»  assent  to  some  rules,  statutes,  or  ar« 
tides.  Such  is  the  express  case  df  mem- 
bers of  the  Universities,  when  there  ad- 
mitted :  such  is  the  case  of  members  of 
any  corporation :  such  is  the  case,  by  im- 
pliqation,  of  members  of  this  House,  who, 
without  express  assent,  are  yet  bound  to 
conform  to  the  law  and  ctlstom  of  parlia- 
ment :  such  is  Ae  still  more  strongly  im- 
|iUed  assent  of  persons,  subjects  ^  ano- 
ther country,  who  take  up  a  temporary 
lesidence  here»  and  therefore  bind  them- 
aelves  to  submit  to  the  laws  of  this  coun- 
try while  they  so  reside.  JSut  there  can 
be  no  difficulty  in  meeting  this  Petition, 

^  Jacob  Pley4ell  Bour«rie,  eldest  son  of  the 
asd  of  Bmlnor.  JBis  Iprd/ihip  was  bora  in  17^0. 
'  J 


which,  if  heard  correctly,  desires,  that 
those  who  sign  it,  may  interpret  scripture 
for  themselves.  Lei  them  do  so,  by  ail 
means :  the  laws  already  allow  this :  but 
let  them  not  interpret  it  for  those  who 
form  our  church  establishment. 

Mr.  Thomas  Pitt:* 

.  Mr.  Speaker ;  I  did  not  expect  to 
hear  the  characters  of  the  petitioners  at- 
tacl^ed,  but  since  tliey  are  attacked,  I 
must  in  justice  and  honour  acquit  them 
as  far  as  my  word  will  go.  Several  of 
theni  I  have  the  pleasure  of  knowmg,  and 
I  must  say  that,  as  public  or  private  meo, 
they  are  as  unexceptionable  as  fallible 
mortals  can  well  be  supposed.  Were  they 
not  upright  and  conscientious  men,  they 
would  not  .have  taken  this  step ;  for  cer- 
tainly it  is  ngt  the  road  to  preferment. 
Violent  sticklers  for  the  estabhshment  are 
much  more  likely  to  please  the  higher 
powers.  Suppleness  and  acquiescence 
nave  a  much  better  chance  than  stubborn 
honesty  Ond  independence  for  the  honours 
of  this  world.  Had  the  petitioners  been 
in  pursuit  of  these  objects,  they  would, 
like  others,  have  followed  the  easy  down- 
hill way  of  complaisance,  and  not  thus 
kicked  against  the  pricks.  They  are  not 
so  void  of  understanding  as  not  to  know 
that  by  such  a  conduct  they  would  have 
better  consulted  their  temporal  interest:  i 
but  being  men  of  honour  as  well  as  sense,  | 
tHey  are  wiliing;  to  reconcile  ^uty  and  in- 
terest, and  to  have  a  conscience  void  of 
pffence  both  towards  God,  and  towards  j 
men.  Js  not  tliis  the  essence  of  Cliristia- 
nity  ?  You  cannot  deny  it.  Yet  the 
Church  of  England,  as  it  is  at  present 
constituted,  renders  such  a  state  of  mind 


*  After\tards  lord  Camei ford.  Ilenpstbe 
son  of  Thomas  Pitt,  esq.  lord  irardeu  of  ihe 
stannaries,  &c.  and  nephew  to  Uie  first  earl  pt 
Chatham.  He  was  born  in  1737  :  married  id 
1774,  Anne,  daujjhter  of  Pinkney  Wilkinson, 
esq.  He  was  created  lord  CameUbrd,  baroo 
of  BocoDoc  in  Cornwall,  1784;  and  M  ^ 
Florence  on  the  19th  of  January  1793.  His  | 
lordship  has  been  honourably  characterised  b/ 
two  nobie^pens:  by  lord  Chatham,  io  early 
life,  for  bmng  qne  of  the  most  amiable,  ^^^''  \ 
able,  and  nobS-minded  of  ^^ouths ;  and  recently 
by  lord  tirenyille,  for  combioLogf  a  suavity  o>  I 
manners  with  steadiness  of  principle,  and  t 
correctness  of  judgement  with  integrity  of | 
heart ;  which  produced  an  affectionate  attacb*  j 
meot  fr6m  those  who  kuew  him,  that  bai| 
followed  him  beyond  the  s:rave.  8eei»ra 
Grenfille*8  Preiace  tp  the  £arl  of  Cbatbam* 
Inters,  p.  xir.  ; 
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impossible  to  mohy  6f  its  members.  Is  it 
Bot  time  to  remove  so  great  a  stumbling 
block?  The  Petition  solicits  no  more; 
and  we  cannot  deny  it  without  estajblish- 
log  a  kind  of  inquisition  against  our 
clergy. 

Mr.  Charles  Jenkinson  : 

Sir;  the  subscriptioii  Vequiredft-oitti 
the  young  students  at  the  Universities, 
upon  matriculation,  seems  to  have  struck 
the  House  as  the  most  forcible  argument 
for  taking  this  petition  into  consideration. 
Bat  let  me  ask,  have  the  Universities  been 
properly  solicited  to  grant  relief  in  this 
case?  1  conceive  not;  because  if  they 
had,  they  would  in  all  probability  have  rec- 
tified the  abuse.  It  is  said,  indeed,  that 
they  do  not  possess  the  poiver ;  but  it  is 
said  without  ttny  authority.  The  uni- 
fersity  of  Oxford  has  lately  altered  its 
comtitution  in  a  much  more  essential  arti- 
cle: it  has  made  a  new  regulation  in  the 
qualification  necessary  to  entitle  a  man  to 
a  vote  in  chusing  members  of  parliament. 
Having  allowed' them  the  power  of  alter- 
ing their  laws  in  the  greater  point,  how 
can  you  deny  it  them  in  the  less?  Suffer 
themselves  then  to  rectify  this  matter,  they 
have  the  power,  and  I  hope  the  will;  When 
they  fail,  it  will  be  time  enough  for  yoti'to 
take  the  point  into  considerotioti. 

Having  said  this,  Sir, -permit  me  to  bb- 
ttrye,  that  this  House,  as  a  branch  of  the 
legislatare,  must  certainly  Imve  a  right  4h 
common  vfith  the  other  two  branches,  to 
riter  the  Union  ;  because  in  every  state, 
there  must  be  somewhere  a  supreme  and 
absolute  power,  from  which  there  can  be 
DO  appeal.  But  then  I  contend  that  this 
power  is  not  to  be  exerted  but  in  a  case  6f 
g^t  necessity  upon  a  constitution  so  sa- 
cred as  the  Union.  Now  does  the  pre- 
•ent  case  come  under  that  description  ? 
Certainly  not.  At  present  no  necessity 
Presses;  and  the  stirring  of  so  delicate  a 
question,  would,  innead  of  wisdom  and 
gravity,  betray  a  meddling,  busy  disposi- 
tion, characteristics  which  I  never  wish 
to  8ee  these  of  this  respfecJIable  dssetnbly. 
Whoever  has  perused  our  hist  or}-  mufet 
wow  that  proceedings  of  tWs  miture 
proved  fatal  m  the  last  c^futury.  Let  us 
notbringback  that  sera,  but  cherish  that 
*p\ein  of  ecdesiasttcal  government,  which 
Rebate  found  under  the  auspices  of  the 
"liwtrious  Hbdse  of  Brunswick,  so  con- 
genial to  our  civil  establishment,  and  pi^eg- 
Dint  with  so  many  blessings  in  every  re- 
«pect.    Stir  not  the  plague  from  the  pit 
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in  which  it  is  buried.  If  you  once  Icindle 
the  flaAie  of  theological  dispute,  you  know 
tkSt  where  it  may  end.  The  church  of 
England,  as  it  now  stands,  bestows  re- 
wards on  certain  offices  and  professions  of 
^ilh  >  Does  It  not  in  this  pomt  imitate 
c?very  other  society  ?  The  39  Articles  are 
its  symbol,  md  a  corTformity  to  them  it 
must  and  will  &xw:t  ta  kmg  as  it  means  to 
remain  a  chttrch.  Wonld  yon  pay  a  hired 
labouv«¥  tris  *wlBges,  if,  instead  of  doing  ft 
piece  of  work  accotding  to  ^e^press  order, 
he  adopted  a  p/lan  Of  his  own,  petfectly 
incOniistenft  with  your  ideas  ?  1  consider 
clefgyitfen  as  persons  sent  ont  into  a  vine- 
yard, wfiere  nie  labourer  only  is  worthy 
of  his  hire.  He  that  violates  his  agree- 
merft,  creatts  dissension  among  his  fel- 
lows, and  lifls  up  his  heel  agaimit  the  hand 
that  feed^  him,  ts  neithera  good  nor  ftith- 
ful  servant,  ^Ekird  ^attndt  expect  to  enter 
into  the  joys  of  his  Lord. 

Lord  John  Cavendish : 

Sir ;  flte  petitioners  secfm  to  tne  a 
respectable  bocfy  of  men,  moved  by  con- 
science to  sedk  redress  from  this  House, 
•which  onght  to  lie  open  to  every  cora- 
^irft  Sf  the  subject.    I  am  therefore  sa- 
tisfied'that  the  petition  ooght  to  be  brought 
up  arid  read,    mt  that  I  mean  to  advise 
yM  to  fentferltito  the  discussion  of  it,  like 
a  body  of  Qivihes.     No,  Sir,  all  thjit  I  wish 
to  see  done  is  to=have  it  so  ftir  considered, 
that  we  may  be  enabled  with  propriety 
and  decortita  to  send  it  up  to  his  Majesty, 
praying  him 'to  refer  it  to  the  bishops,  the 
conyodatioh,  er  a  select  body  of  oivines. 
This  plan  I  do  n0tprb{)ose,  because  J  think 
Che  House  df  Commons  so  sensele^  ns 
hot  to  be  capable  of  understanding  the 
radtter,  or  of  judging  of  the  intelligiDility 
of  the  S5  Articles.    On  th6  contrary,  I  am 
convirjced  that,  as  knorality  and  divinity 
ttre  So  .nearly  allied,  nhd  as  we  must  be 
supposed  masters  of  the  former,  if  we 
would  [5tt^t6hd  to  any -skill  in  politics,  we 
cannot  well  be  denied  stime  knowledge  of 
thelatter.     Indeed  It  would  be  a  shame 
fbr  men,nvho  ^i^ffeSs  Christianity,  Whanct 
'  as 'legislators,  and  must  in  the  latst  resort 
I  jnli^e  of  every  religious  regulation  and 
I  ecclesiastical  law,  to  alledge  such  a  plea. 
j  1  make  this  proposal  as  a  lenient  sdieme, 
]  by  which  we  may  gain  the  sanctioti  of  the 
fathers  of  l^ie  <ihtirch,  reconcile  the  clergy, 
please  the  people,  and  give  satisfaction  to 
et^ery  order.     The  Articles,  I  am  sure, 
want  a  revisal ;  because  several  of  them 
t  are  heterodox  and  tbsurd,  warranted  nei* 
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ther  by  reason  nor  by  scripture,  and  sa- 
vouring strongly  of  the  dlBurk  ages,  in 
which  die  doctrines  inculcated  in  them 
were  originally  fabricated.  For,  let  me 
tell  you,  these  Articles  are  mucli  older 
than  the  Refonjiation.  Many  of  them  are 
Popish  tenets,  invented  by  a  crafty  priest- 
hood, when  they  were  forging  cnams  for 
the  human  mind,  and  sinking  it  into  igno- 
rance and  barbarism,  that  being  masters 
in  spiritual,  they  might  also  become  lords 
and  masters  in  temporal  concerns.  What 
else  but  this  idea  could  have  tempted 
them  to  establish  at  our  universities  such 
a  shocking  practice  as  that  which  has  been 
jnst  now  exposed  ?  They  acted  like  true 
monks,    who  inveigle    infto   their  order 

'young  and  unexperienced  persons,  who, 
they  well  know,  will,  after  once  swearing, 

•  be  ashamed  to  recant,  or  even  murmur 
their  dissent,  for  fear  of  such  reflections 
. '  as  have  just  now  been  cast,  and  unjustly 
cast,  upon  the  petitioners.  For  my  own 
pait,  as  I  am  for  allowing  men  a  freedom 
of  thought  in  politics,  so  am  I  for  grant- 
ing liberty  of  conscience  in  religion.  I 
would  not  expel  a  man  from  this  House, 
because  he  differs  from  me  in  opinion 
about  public  affiurs.  Why  should  I  not 
follow  the  same  rule  in  theological  mat- 
jters.  We  admit  of  dissenters  in  this 
House ;  and  yet  I  do  not  find  that  the  In- 
dulgence has  done  us  much  injury.  Me- 
thinKs  the  same  reasoning  is  applicable  to 
'the  church.  Men's  faces  are  not  more 
different  than  their  minds.  No  two  per- 
sons can  agree  entirely  in  opinion;  and 
indeed  the  same  individual  cannot  boast 
of  much  uniformity  in  this  particular.  In- 
fancy, youth,  manhood,  and  old  age, 
bring  each  along  with  them  their  peculiar 
notions  and  habits ;  and  the  body  is  not  in 
a  more  constant  state  of  change  than  the 
mind.  ^  Why  then  should  we  be  so  rigid  in 
exacting  a  conformity  in  sentiment  which 
is  in  the  nature  of  things  impossible.  We 
should  allow  of  a  discreet  latitude  of  opi- 
nion, and  bring  things  as  much  as  possi- 
ble into  the  channel  of  nature,  whom  no 
body  ever  neglected  with  impunity.  In- 
stead of  shutting  our  church  we  should 
open  her  doors  as  wide  as '  possible,  and 
not  put  it  in  the  power  of  any  man  to  say 
that  strait  is  the  way  and  narrow  is  the 
path  which  leads  into  her  bosom.  Ac- 
cording to  the  present  plan  it  is  almost  as 
easy  for  a  camel  to  pass  through  the  eye 
of  a  needle  as  for  a  conscientious  man  to 
enter  into  orders.  Many  of  the  Articles 
seem  calculated  for  keeping  out  of  the 
s 


Debate  in  the  Commons  [272 

church  all  but  ^ose  who  will  subscribe 
any  thing,  and  sacrifice  every  considera- 
tion to  the  mammon  of  unrighteousness. 

Lord  North  : 

Sir;  when  I  came  down  to  this 
House,  my  intention  was  to  concur  witli 
other  gentlemen  in  bringing  the  Petitioa 
up  to  your  table.  But  this  step  I  meant 
to  take  merely  as  a  matter  of  coroplimeDt, 
and  without  entertaining  the  most  distaDt 
idea  of  taking  it  into  serious  consideratioo. 
I  should  have  afterwards  proposed  to  ad- 
journ the  discussion  of  it  for  six  months, 
or,  in  other  words,  civilly  but  effectually 
dismissed  it.  This  plan,  however,  I  have 
^dropped  in  consequence  of  an  argument 
advanced  by  my  hon.  friend  on  the  other 
side  of  the  House.  The  Union  seems  to 
me  toa  fundamental  a  constitutioa  to  be 
lightly  and  wantonly  altered:  Nay,  I  hold 
it  so  sacred,  that  I  cannot  encourage  amo- 
tion which  has  the  least  tendencjr  that  way 
without  the  most  pressing  necessity.  Now, 
where  is  the  necessity  of  altering  at  this 
juncture,  any  part  of  our  religious  system? 
I  thmk  that  ttie  petitioners  should  have, 
as  a  ground  work,  made  ^ood  both,  or  at 
least,  one  of  these  two  positions :  that  the 
established  plan  of  religion  had  been  found 
prejudicial  to  the  state,  and  that  liberty  of 
conscience  had  been  violated.  But  have 
they  even  made  an  attempt  of  this  nature . 
No.  How  then,  as  statesmen,  can  ve* 
with  any  degree  of  prudence,  make  inno- 
vations in  a  religious  institution,  which  has 
stood  the  test  ever  since  the  Revolution. 
Under  the  Brunswick  line  we  have  found 
the  church,  as  it  is  now  constituted,  con- 
tribute, no  less  than  our  civil  establish- 
ment, to  the  general  good  of  the  realm. 
Has  it  yet  deviated,  from  its  ancient 
maxims,  or  sustained  any  alteration  to  the 
worse  ?  It  is  incumbent  on  the  petitioners 
to  prove  this  point,  if  they  would  make 
any  impression  on  the  great  council  of  the 
nation.  Some  evil,  and  that  of  no  wcon- 
siderable  magnitude,  must  be  made  pal- 
pable to  this  House,before  it  can,  with  pro^ 
priety  or  decency,  enter  upon  the  discus- 
sion of  orthodoxjr :  a  matter  which  is  not 
properly  its  province,  and  which  it  oug 
not  to 'touch  but  in  a  case  of  the  most 
urgent  nature.  I  fear  the  nation  would  noi 
be  very  apt  to  acquiesce  in  our  theoloeic^ 
decisions.  We  are  not  accustomed  i 
discuss  subjects  of  that  kind,  ^^f^^^^J^ 
learned  some  of  us  may  be  in  tliat  respeC' 
the  people  will  hardly  be  persuaded  ot  our 
being  competent  judges. 
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But,  suppose  all  this  reasoning  ground- 
less, supppose  the  church  of  England  haa 
DOt  raufy  been  useful  to  the  state  in  a 
civil  sense,  yet  it  will  be  necessary  to' 
pForethat  liberty  of  conscience  has  been 
violated,  and  the  right  of  private  judge- 
meot  infringed,  before  we  can  proceed 
any  farther  in  this  affiur.  Now  can  any 
nan  in  this  House  stand  up,  and  say 
that  a  single  individual  has  been  lately 
aggrieved  on  the  score  of  religion  ?  On 
the  contrary,  when  was  Uiere  a  time  that 
admitted  of  greater  latitude  in  that  par- 
ticular? When  a  man  acts  as  a  good  sub- 
ject, when  he  is  peaceable  and  honest, 
nobody  questions  him  about  religions  con- 
cerns. Every  person  is  allowed  to  go  to 
hesTen  his  own  way.  The  only  restraint 
laid  upon  us  is  that  we  create  no  public 
disturbance.  When  no  violence,  but  only 
persuasion  is  used,  every  person  is  allowed 
to  propagate  his  own  doctrine.  What 
can  be  a  clearer  proof  of  this  assertion 
than  the  liberty  that  has  been  frequently 
taken,  and  taken  with  impunity,  of  ex- 
plaining away  the  doctrihe  of  the  Trinity, 
and  thus  openly  affronting  an  express  act 
of  parliament,  which  has  forbid  the  dis- 
cossion  of  that  subject,  because  it  inflicts 
a  penalty  on  any  person  that  denies  it,  and 
because  an  explanation,  which  to  be  an 
explanation  must  in  some  measure  differ 
ftom  the  literal  and  grammatical  sense,'  is 
a  species  of  denial. 

Those  two  essential  requisites  then 
being  wanting,  how  can  we  comply  with 
the  desires  of  a  few  petitioners,  when  the 
vbole  body  of  the  clergy  oppose  them, 
3Ad  treat  their  project  not  only  a^  mad 
^d  frantic  but  as  irreligious  and  anti- 
Christian?  The  peace  of  society  ought 
vith  us  to  be  the  first  object ;  and  it  is 
certainly  better  in  a  political  sense  that  a 
few  prevaricators,  that  make  a  tr^ide  of  re- 
ligion, ahodd  enter  the  church,  than  that 
order  and  good  government  should  be 
subyerted;  a  catastrophe,  in  which  the 
Qiccess  of  this  Petition  would  certainly 
terminate.  When  our  civil  dissentions 
bsve,  thank  God,  in  a  great  measure  sub- 
tided,  would  you  introduce  religious 
ir»^l8  ?  I  fear  the  latter  would  prove 
^finitely  the  more  dangerous  of  the  two. 
Wake  but  the  many-headed  hydra,  reli- 
Pws  controversy,  and  she  will  be  more 
difficultly  laid  asleep  than  the  Hesperian 
°^(m.  Not  all  the  opium,  not  all  the 
l^^ragora,  or  perfumes  of  the  east,  will 
lull  the  monster  to  rest  Check  then  such 
load  project  in  the  bud,  and  give  not  the 
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least  countenance  to  the  Petition.  Its 
object  seems  to  be  the  absolute  overthrow 
of  the  church.  For  how,  I  beseech  you, 
can  a  visible  church  subsist  without  some 
symbol,  some  rule  of  faith,  which,  if 
it  cannot  absolutely  render  men  unani- 
mous in  sentiment,  will  at  least  preserve 
its  members  from  running  out  into  those 
wild  and  extravagant  courses,  which  have 
frequently  distinguished  such  half-formed 
societies  ?  What  was  the  original  cause  of 
creeds,  confessions,  subscriptions  and  pe<^ 
nal  statutes  ?  Those  absurd  and  monstrous 
doctrines,  which  visiodaries  and  fanatics 
derived  from  Scripture.  Except  the 
sense  of  Scripture  was  properly  ascertain- 
ed and  acknowledged,  it  was  found  by 
woeful  experience,  for  example  by  that  of 
the  Anabaptists  in  Germany,  thatsodety 
was  totally  at  an  end.  According  to  your 
fifth  monarchy  men  there  was  no  king 
but  king  Jesus,  and  others  insisted  upon 
the  community  of  goods.  Hence  all  law, 
all  justice,  all  property  ceased..^  Would 
you  have  us  bring  back  this  scene  of  con- 
fusion ?  Consider  what  would  be  the  con- 
sequence  of  opening  the  church  to  secta- 
rists  of  every  denomination  ?.  The  rector 
would  preach  one  doctrine,  and  the  curate 
another.  A  morning  lecturer  would 
preadi  for  the  Trinity,  an  evening  lec- 
turer against  it.  The  morning  lecturea 
would  answer,  and  the  evening  Jecturer 
reply,  so  that  there  would  be  nothing  but 
a  constant  reciprocation  of  answers,  re* 
plies,  and  rejoinders.  Thus  the  minda 
of  the  congregation  would  be  distracted. 
One  party  would  embrace  the  Trinita- 
rian, and  the  other  the  antj-trinitariaa 
scheme;  and  in  the  mean  time  peacOt 
love,  and  charity  would  be  torn  to  pieces 
between  them*  Nothing  but  polemical 
divinity  would  be  regarded ;  morality, 
and  the  most  essential  duties  of  Chris- 
tianity, would  be  totally  forgot;  and  it 
would  be  well  if  some  hot  headed  and  in- 
tolerant brcdiren  did  not  set  up  the  cry,  of 
heresy,  and  commence  an  open  persecu- 
tion. Certain  I  am  that  the  consequence 
of  the  Petition  would  be  the  destruction 
of  that  right  of  private  judgment  for  which 
it  contends.  All  anarchy  and  confusion 
has  a  tendency  to  despotism.  As  civil 
dissensions  terminate  in  the  erection  of  a 
lor4  and  master,  so  do  ecclesiastical  quar- 
rels naturally  lead  to  superstition,  and  aa 
infallible  guide. 

Mr.  Thimas  Tototishend: 

Sir ;  I  am  sorry  that  the  minister 
[T] 


275] 


12  GEORGE  III. 


Debate  in  the  Commons 


[276 


has  80  suddenly  altered  his  opinion/  This 
morning)  when  I  had  the  honour  to  con- 
verse with  him  on  the  subject,  his  resolu- 
tion was  to  have  the  Petition  brought  up, 
and  then  arrested  in  its  progress.  Surely 
no  argument  of  sufficient  force  has\yet 
been  advanced  to  make  such  ^n  instanta- 
neous and  powerful  impression.  For  cer- 
tainly the  legislature  must  inherently  have 
a  right  to  alter  the  Union  or  any  other 
statute.  '  Salus  populi  supreraa  lex  esto !' 
If  the  state  of  the  nation  requires  a  change 
in  any  point,  however  essential,  the  expe- 
riment must  be  hazarded.  Not  that  I  am 
of  opinion  this  is  the  case  in  the  present 
instance,  in  that  respect  I  entirely  coin- 
cide in  sentiment  with  the  opposers  of ,  the 
Petition.  I  will  never  give  mv  consent  to 
endanger  the  public  tranquillity  by  the 
discussion  of  so  delicate  a  question.  All 
I  mean  is  not  to  offer  an  affront  to  the  pe- 
titioners by  a  blunt  and  hasty  repulse«  Not- 
withstanding what  has  been  said,  I  hold 
them  to  be  a  respectable  body  of  men ; 
and  accordingly  I  would  pay  them  all 
possible  deference.  I  therefore  hope  the 
retition  will  be  brought  up. 

Mr.  Edmund  Burke  ;♦ 

Mr.  Speaker;  before  I  enter  into 
the  merits  of  this  question,  allow  me  to  cor- 


*  The  following  Fragment  of  Mr.  Burke's 
Speech  upon  this  occasion  was  fbuRd 
among  his  Papef^.  See  Burke's  Works, 
vol.  10,  p.  1,  Svo  edit.  1812. 

**  Mr.  Speaker ;  I  should  not  trouble  the 
House  upon  this  question,  if  I  could  at  all  ac- 

Suiesce  in  many  of  the  arguments,  -or  justify 
lie  vote  I  bhall  gite  upon  several  of  the  rea- 
sons, which  have  been  urged  in  favour  of  it. 
I  sUouUr  indeed  be  very  moch  concerned  if  I 
were  i  bought  to  be  influenced  to  that  vote  by 
those  arguments. 

**  In  particular,  I  do  most  exceedingly  con- 
demn all  such  arguments  as  involve  any  kind 
of  reflection  on  the  personal  character  of  the 

Sentiemen,  who  have  brought  in  a  petition  so 
ecent  in  the  style  of  it,  and  so  constitutional 
in  the  mode.  Besides  the  uoimpeachable  in- 
tegrity and  piety  of  many  of  the  promoters  of 
Ibis  petilioD,  wliich  render  those  aspersions  as 
idle  as  they  are  unjust,  such  a  way  of  treating 
the  subject  can  have  no  other  effect  than  to 
turn  the  attention  of  the  House  from  the  merits 
of  the  petition,  the  only  thing  properly  before 
us,  and  which  we  are  sufiiciently  competent  to 
decide  upon,4o  the  motives  of  the  petitioners, 
which  belong  exclusively  to  the  great  Searcher 
of  tiearts. 

<<  We  all  know  thai  those,  who  loll  at  their 
ease  io  high  digaities,  whatber  of  the  church 


rect  some  mistakes  into  which  ihe  opposers 
of  the  Petition  are  fallen.  We  are  told 
that  the  Act  of  Union  is  irreversible  in 
any  point,  and  that  in  the  present  case  it 
Is  eternallv  binding.  I  will  readily  own 
that  so  solemn  and  so  important  an  act  is 
not  to  be  altered  without  weighty  reasons. 
But  then  I  can  nev^r  agree  that  it  is,  like 
the  laws  of  the  Medes  and  Persians,  ab* 
solutely  irreversible.  The  power  of  rectify- 
ing  the  most  sucr^d  laws  must,  by  the  very 
nature  of  things,  be  vested  in  tne  legisla* 
ture ;  because  every  legislature  must  be 
supreme,  and  omnipotent  with  respect  to 
the  law,  which  is  its  own  creature.  I  will 
not  indeed  say  that,  if  an  alteration  in  the 
church  of  Scotland  were  proposed,  pro- 
dential  considerations  ought  not  to  rend^ 
us  very  cautious  how  we  exerted  this 
power.  Perhaps  it  might  be  necessary 
once  more  to  assemble  the  parliament  of 
Scotland  to  effect  ao  great  a  purpose. 
Scotland,  sensible  of  its  future  weakoev 
in  parliament,  in  consequence  of  the  few 
representatives  Uien  allotted  it,  seems  to 
have  intended  that  no  change  should  ever 
after  take  place  either  in  its  laws  or  reli- 
gion. But  how  are  we  restrained  from 
making  innovations  a«d  improvements  in 
our  own  system  ?  The  same  argument  ii  | 
not  applicable  to  our  case*    We  are  not 

or  of  the  state,  are  commonly  averse  to  ill  r^ 
formation.  It  is  hard  to  piersoade  them  tbit 
there  can  be  any  thing  amiss  in.estabUsbrocots, 
which  by  feeling  experience  ihey  find  to  be  lo 
very  comfortable.  It  is  as  true  tbatfrooDtht 
same  selfish  motives  those,  who  are  strugflioj; 
upwards,  are  apt  to  find  every  thing  wrong, 
and  oat  of  order.  These  are  truths  upon  ooe 
side  and  on  the  other ;  and  neither  on  the  ow 
side  or  the  other,  in  argument,  are  they  worth 
a  single  farthing. .  I  wish  therefore  sd  mucb  j 
had  not  been  said  upoa  these  ill-chosen,  sod 
worse  than  ill-choseD,  these  very  inridiods 
topics. 

<*  I  wish  still  more  that  the  dissensions  and 
animosities,  which  haid  slept  for  a  century,  bad 
not  been  just  now  most  unseasonably  refired. 
But  if  we  must  be  driven,  whether  we  will  or 
not,  to  recollect  these  unhappy  traoaadioDt, 
let  our  memory  be  complete  and  equitable,  let 
us  recollect  the  wihole  of  them  together.  H 
the  Dissenters,  as  an  honourable  gentleman  bas 
described  them,  have  formerly  risen  fmo  * 
<  whining,  canting,  snivelling  generation,'  10 
be  a  body  dreadful  and  ruinous  to  all  our  esto- 
blishments,  let  him  call  to  mind  the  ibitiea,  the 
violences,  the  outrages  and  persecutions,  that 
conjured  up,  very  blamably,  but  very  n^^""*}^* 
that  same  spirit  of  retaliation.  Let  him  reoM- 
lect,  along  with  the  injuries,  the  services  which 
Dissenters  have  done  to  our  chufch  and  to  oor 
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coocladed  by  the  act ;  its  words  are  gene- 
ra], and  iosifit  only  on  the  preservation  of 
the  religion  established  by  law.  But  you 
wil]  say  that  the  King  has  sworn  to  pre- 
terre  this  same  rengion  established  by 
kir,  and  that  therefore  he  can  never  give 

itite.  If  they  ha?e  mioe  detlroyed,  more  than 
Qsce  ibey  have  saved  them.  This  is  but  com- 
mon  jusiiee,  which  they  and  all  mankind  have 
a  rigbl  to. 

**  There  are,  Mr.  Speaker,  besides  these  pre- 
judices and  animosities,  which  I  would  have 
wholly  renovsd  from  the  debate,  things  more 
regularly  and  arg'umentatively  urged  against 
the  petition;  which,  however,  do  not  at  all  ap- 
]»eir  to  me  conclusive. 

"  First,  two  honourable  gentlemen,  one  near 
me,  the  other,  I  think,  on  the  other  side  of  the 
House,  aisert,  that  if  yoo  alter  her  symbols, 
yoQ  deitnw  the  being  of  the  church  of  Eng- 
hod.  This,  for  the  sake  of  the  liberty  of  that 
chareb,  1  most  absolutely  deny.  The  church, 
like  erery  My  corporate,  may  alter  her  laws 
wiibool  cbasgingf  her  identity.  As  an  inde- 
pesdcst  church,  professing  fallibilitv,  she  has 
dumed  arightt>f  acting  without  the  consent 
of  auy  other ;  as  a  church,  she  claims^  and  has 
•IwajB  exercised,  a  right  of  reforming  what- 
ever appeared  aibiss  in  her  doctrine,  her  disci - 
piioe,  or  berviles.  She  did  so,  when  she  shook 
off  the  papal  sopremacy  in  the  reign  of  Henry 
tbemh,  which  was  an  act  of  the  body  of  the 
Eogliih  church,  as  well  as  of  the  state  (I  don't 
nqoire  how  obtained).  She  did  so,  when  she 
IvKe  cbaoged  the  Irftorgy  in  the  reign  of  king 
£<hvard,  when  she  then  established  articles, 
which  were  theaBselves  a  variation  from  former 
proTesaions.  She  dkl  so,  when  she  cut  off 
three  Articles  from  her  original  49,  and  re- 
dQoed  them  to  tbw  present  39 ;  and  she  eer- 
ily woold  not  hMe  her  corporate  identity, 
>or  snbvert  her  fundamental  pnndples,  though 
•he  wersto  leave  ten  of  the  39,  which  remain, 
oot  of  any  future  confession  of  her  faith.  She 
voold  limit  her  oorporate  powers,  on  the  eon- 
Inry,  end  she  would  oppose  her  fundamental 
Fiociplcs,  if  she  were  to  deny  herself  the  pro- 
<|en^  exercise  of  snch  capacity  of  reforma- 
^«  This  therefore  can  be  no  objection  io 
yoor  reeeiring  the  petition. 

"  Id  the  next  place,  Sir,  1  am. clear  that  the 
Act  of  Union,  reciting  and  ratifyiiig  one  Scotch 
•ad  one  Snglish  act  of  parliament,  has  not 
Ksdersd  any  change  whatsoever  in  our  church 
yible,  but  by  a  dissolution  of  the  Union 
wtween  the  twolringdoms. 

"  The  honourable  gentleman,  who  has  last 
jl^ed  upon  that  point,  has  not  gone  quite  so 
was  the  gentlemen,  who  first  insisted  upon  it. 
Hovever,  as  none  of  thedn  wholly  abandon  that 
P^)  it  will  not  be  safe  to  leave  it  behind  me 
^Bttiaeked.  I  believe  no  one  will  wish  their 
mteiprctation  of  that  Act  to  be  consklered  as 
**>«heiiUc.  What  shall  we  think  of  the  wisdom 
(to  say  Mthiog  of  the  competence)  of  th^  le- 
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his  consent  to  any  innovation.  What  a 
futile  argument !  The  King  only  swears 
to  adhere  to  what  is  the  obvious  meanings 
to  preserve  that  religion  which  has  the 
sanction  of  his  parliament.  Now  will  not 
the  system  proposed  by  the  petitioners  bo 

gislature,  which*  should  ordain  to  itself  such  a 
fundamental  law  at  its -outset,  as  to  disable  it- 
self from  executing  its  owu  functions;  which 
should  prevent  it  from  inaking  any  further 
laws,  however  wanted,  and  that  too  on  the 
most  interesting  subject,  that  belongs  to  hnmiaa 
society, .  and  where  she  most  frequently  wants 
its  interposition ;  which  should  tix  those  fun- 
damental laws,  that  are  for  ever  to  prevent  it 
from  adapting  itself  to  its  opinions,  however 
clear,  or  to  its  own  necessities,  however  ur- 
gent? Such  an  Act,  Mr.  Speaker,  woiild  for 
ever  put  the  church  out  of  Its  own  power ;  it 
certainly  would  piit  it  far  above  the  state,  and 
erect  it  into  that  species  of  independency, 
which  it  has  been  the  great  principle  of  our 
policy  to  prevent. 

**  Tbb  Act  never  meant,  1  am' sore,  any  such 
unnatural  restraint  on  the  joint  legislature  it 
was  then  forming.    History  shows  us  what  it 
meant,  and  all  that  it  could  mean  witl^any 
degree  of  common  sense. 

**  In  the  reign  of  Charles  the  Ist,  a  violent 
and  ill-considered  attempt  nc^s  made,  unjustly, 
to  establish  the  platform  of  the  government, 
and  the  rites  of  the  church  of  Eityfland,  in 
Scotland,  contrary  to  the  genius  and  desii-es  of 
far  the  majority  of  that  nation.  Tins  asnrpa- 
tion-  excited  a  most  mutinous  spirit  in  that 
country.  It  produced  that  shock mg  fanatical 
Covenant  (I  mean  the  Covenant  of  1686)  for 
forcing  thehr  ideas  of  religion  on  England,  and 
inde#u  on  all  mankind.  This  became  the  oc- 
casion, at  length,  of  othe^  covenants,  and  of  a 
Scotch  army  marching  into  England  to  fulfil 
them ;  and  the  paritament  of  England  (for  its 
own  purposes)  atfopted  their  scheme,  took  their 
last  covenant,  and  destroyed  the  church  of 
England.  The  parliament,  hi  their  ordinance 
of  1043,  expressly  assign  their  desh-e  of  con« 
formin|f  to  the  church  of  Scotland  as  a  motive 
for  th^r  alteration.  ' 

'•  To  prevent  such  vralent  enterprises  on  the 
one  side  or  on  the  other,  since  each  church  was 
gomg  to  be  disarmed  of  a  legislature  wholly 
and  peculiarly  affected  to  it,  and  lest  this  new 
uniformity  in  the  state  shou(<l  be  urged  as  a 
reason  and  ground  of  ecclesiastical  unil'ormky, 
the  Act  of  Union  provided,  that  presbytery 
should  continue  the  Scotch,  as  episcopacy  the 
English,  cstablisliment,  and  that  this  separate 
and  mutually  independent  church  govemmeni 
was  to  be  considered  as  a  part  off  the  Union, 
without  aiming  at  putting  the  regulation  withia 
each  church  out  of  its  own  power,  without 
putting  1>oth  churches  out -of  the  power  of  the 
state.  It  could  not  mean  to  lorbid  us  to  set 
any  thing  ecclesiastical  in  onler,  -but  at  the 
expence  of  tearing  op  all  ibondations^  and  for-' 
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the  religion  bv  law  established,  if  it  pa8se8 
through  the  three  branches  of  the  legisla- 
ture i  Our  ancestors  were  neither  so  bigot- 
ted  nor  so  ill-informed  as  to  leave  no  aoor 
open  for  reformation.  Certainly  Scot- 
land did  not  then  look  upon  the  church  of 


feiting  the  ioestimable  benefits,  (for  inestimable 
tbey  arej)  which  we  derive  from  the  happy 
onion  of  the  two  kingdoms.  To  suppose 
otherwise,  is  to  suppose  that  the  act  intended 
we  could  not  meddle  at  all  with  the  ehurch, 
but  we  must  as  a  preliminary  destroy  the  sUite, 

**  Well  then,  Sir,  this  is,  1  hope,  satisfactory. 
The  Act  of  IJnion  does  not  stand  in  our  way : 
but  Sir,  gentlemen  think  we  are  not  competent 
to  the  reformation  desired,  chie^y  from  our 
want  of  theological  learniofr-  If  we  were  the 
legal  assembly  ♦♦♦♦*♦ 

*'  If  ever  there  was  any  thing,  to  which  from 
reason,  nature,  habit  and  principle,  I  am  totally 
averse,  it  is  persecution  for  conscientious  dit^ 
ference  in  opinion.  If  these  gentlemen  com- 
plained justly  of  any  ctfmpjulsion  upon  them  on 
that  article,  I  wpufd  hardly  wait  for  their  peti- 
tions ;  as  soon  as  I  kne^f  the  evil  I  would  haste 
to  the  cure;  1  would  even  run  before  their 
complaints. 

*<  I  will  not  enter  into  the  abstract  merits  of 
our  articles  and  liturgy— perhaps  there  are 
some  things  in  them,  which  one  would  wish 
had  not  been  there.— They  are  not  without  the 
marks  and  characters  of  human  frailty. 

"  But  it  is  not  human  frailty  and  imperfec* 
tion,  and  even  a  considerable  degree  of  them, 
that  becomes  a  ground  for  your  alteration  ;  fur 
by  no  alteration  will  yon  get  rid  of  those  errors, 
however  vou  may  delight  yourselves  in  vary- 
ing to  infinity  the  fashion  of  them.  But  the 
ground  for  a  legislative  alteration  (of  a  kgal 
establishment  is  this,  and  this  only  ;  that  you 
find  the  ibclinations  of  the  m^ority  of  thepeo- 
ple,  concurring  with  your  own  sense  of  the  in- 
tolerable nature  of  the  abuse,  are  in  favour  of  a 
change. 

**  If  this  be  the  case  in  the  present  instance, 
eertainly  you  ought  to  make  the  alteration, 
that  is  proposed,  to  satisfy  your  own  con* 
sciences,  and  to  give  content  to  your  people. 
But  if  you  bavie  no  evidence  of  this  nature,  it 
ill  becomes  your  mvity^  on  the  petition  of  a 
few  gentlemen,  to  listen  to  any  thing  that  tends 
to  shake  one  of  the  capital  pulars  of  the  state, 
and  alarm  the  body  of  your  people  upon  that 
one  ground,  in  which  every  hope  and  fear, 
every  interest,  passion,  prejudice,  every  thing, 
which  can  aflect  the  human  breast,  are  all  in- 
volved together.  If  yo\i  make  thi%  a  season 
for  religious  alterations,  depend  upon  it  you 
Ivilt  soon  find  it  a  season  of  religious  tumults 
and  religious  wars./ 

**  These  genilemen  complain  of  hardships. 
No  considerable  number  shows  discontent ;  but, 
in  order  to  give  satisfaction  to  any  number  of 
respectable  men,  who  come  ia  so  decent  and 
eoostitaiiODal  a  mode  before  mS|  let  ns  examine 
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England  as  absolutely  perfect ;  and  I  am 
much  mistaken  if  it  has  yet  altered  iu 
sentiments.  Let  us  then  hear  no  more  of 
these  arguments.  The  Union  has  not  pre- 
cluded the  possibility  of  a  change  in  either 
our  civil  or  'ecclesiastical  establishmeotB; 

a  little  what  that  hardship  is.  Tbey  waotts 
be  preferred  clergymen  in  the  church  of  Eng- 
land, as  by  law  established ;  but  their  coo- 
sciences  will  not  suffer  them  to  conform  to  tbt 
doctrines  and  practicea  of  that  church ;  that  is, 
they  want  to  be  teachers  in  a  cburcb,  to  which 
they  do  not  beldng ;  and  it  is  an  odd  sort  of 
hardship.  They  want  to  receive  the  emolo. 
menu  appropriated  for  teaching  one  set  of  doc- 
trines, whilst  they  are  teaching  another.  A 
churchy  in  any  legal  sense,  is  only  a  certiiu 
system  of  religious  doctrines  and  pnclices, 
nxed  and  ascertained  by  some  law ;  by  the 
difference  of  which  laws,  different  churches  (as 
different  commonwealths)  are  made  in  vtrioos 
parts  of  the  world:  and  the  establishmest is s 
tax  laid  by  the  same  sovereis^n  authority  for 
payment  of  those,  who  so  teach  and  so  prac-  j 
tise.  For  no  legislature  was  ever  so  abrord  u 
to  tax  its  people  to  support  men  for  teicbing 
and  acting  as  they  please;  but  by  some  pre- 
scribed rule. 

*<  The  hardship  amounU  to  this,  that  the 
people  of  England  are  not  taxed  Sf.  is  the 
pound  to  pay  (^hem  for  teSching,  as  dirioe 
truths,  their  own  particular  fancies.  For  the 
state  has  so  taxed  the  people ;  and  by  way  of  i 
relieving  these  gentlemen,  it  would  be  a  cruel 
hardship  on  the  people  to  be  compelled  to  piji 
from  the  sweat  of  their  brow,  the  most  heavy 
of  all  taxes  to  men  to  condemn,  as  heretical, 
the  doctrines,  which  tbey  repute  to  be  ortbodoXt 
and  to  reprobate,  as  superstitious,  the  practices, 
which  they  use  as  pious  and  holy.  If  a  niao 
leaves  by  will  an  establishment  for  preacbiD^, 
such  as  Boyle's  lectures,  or  for  charity  aermoos, 
or  funeral  sermons,  shall  any  one  compisiD  of 
an  hardship  because  he  has  an  exodleot  sermon 
upon  matrimony,  or  on  the  martyrdom  ol'kin^ 
Charles,  or  on  the  llest oration,  which  I*  the 
trustee  of  the  establishment,  will  not  pay  him 
for  preaching  ? — S.  Jenyns,  Origin  of  E*il* 
Such  is  the  hardship,  which  they  complain  of 
under  the  present  church  eatoblishineot,  that 
they  have  uot  the  power  of  taxing  the  people 
of  England  fur  the  maintenance  of  their  private 
opinions. 

**  The  laws  of  toleration  provide  for  every 
real  grievance,  that  these  gentlemen  cao  n- 
tionally  complain  of.  Are  they  hindered  from 
professing  their  belief  of  what  tbey  think  to  be 
truth  ?  If  they  do  not  like  the  establishmeot, 
there  are  an  hundred  different  modes  of  disseot, 
in  which  they  may  teach.  But  even  if  tbey 
are  so  unfortunately  circumstanced  that  of  all 
that  variety  none  will  please  them,  they  bare 
free  liberty  to  assemble  a  congregation  of  their 
own ;  and  if  any  persons  thiuk  their  faoct^ 
(they  may  be  brilliant  imaginatioDs)  worth 
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DOT  is  the  King  bound  bj  bis  oatb  not  to 
listen  to  the  restitution  of  the  purity  of  the 
gospel  and  primitive  Christianity.  / 

Having  thus  far  paved  my  way,  and 
bore  witness  to  what  I  think  the  truth,  I 
must  solicit  the  indulgence  of  the  HousOy 

paying'  for,  tbey  are  at  liberty  to  maintaiD 
thetn  as  tbeir  clergy,  notbing  binders  it.  But 
if  tbey  cannot  get  an  bandr^l  people  together, 
ttbo  will  pay  for  their  reading  a  liturgy  aAer 
their  form,  with  what  face  can  tbey  iosiat  upon 
the  Dation's  confornning  to  their  ideas,  for  no 
other  viaible  purpose  than  tb^  enabling  them  to 
reeeire  with  a  good  couadeace  Uie  tenth  part 
of  the  produce  of  y  cor  lands  ? 

"  Therefore  beforehand,  the  constitution'  ha9 
thought  proper  to  take  a  security,  that  the  tax 
niseil  00  the  people  shall  be  applied  only  to 
those,  who  profess  such  doctrines,  and  follow 
lucb  a  mocle  of  worship,  as  the  legislature, 
lepreaeotiog  the'  people,  has  thought  most 
Agreeable  to  their  general  sense ;  binding,  as 
vsaal,  the  minority  not  to  an  assent  to  the  doc- 
irioes,  but  to  a  payment  of  the  tax. 

"  But  bow  do  you  ease  and  reliere?  How 
do  you  know  that  in  making  a  new  door  into 
the  cborcb  for  these  gentlemen,  you  do  not 
lirive ten  times  tbeir  number  out  of  it?  Sup- 
pning  the  contents  and  not  contents  strictly 
^al  ia  numbers  and  consequence,  the  posses- 
>ioQ,  to  atoid  distmhance,  ought  to  carry  it. 
Voa  displease  all  the  clergy  of  England  now 
vtnally  in  office,  for  the  chance  of  obliging  a 
More  or  two,  perliaps,  of  gentlemen,  who  are, 
or  waot  to  be,  beneficed  clergymen  ;  and  do 
yoQ  oblige  ?  Alter  your  liturgy,  will  it  please 
^ierea  of  those,  who  wish  an  alteration  P  Will 
tbey  agree  in  what  ought  to  be  altered  ?  And 
^r  it  is  altered  to  the  mind  of  every  one,  you 
ve  DO  farther  advanced  than  if  you  had  not 
taken  a  single  step ;  because  a  large  body  of 
■oeo  will  then  say,  you  ought  to  have  no  iitur- 
Sy  St  all.  And  then  these  men,  who  now 
<^plain  so  bitterly  that  they  are  shut  out,  will 
ibemselfes  bar  the  door  aeainst  thousands  of 
ptberi.  Dissent,  not  satisned  with  toleration, 
M  sot  conscience,  but  ambition. 

"You  altered  the  liturgy  for  the  Directory ; 
this  was  settled  by  a  set  ot  most  learned  divines 
^d  learned  laymen ;  Selden  sat  amongst  them. 
yfd  this  please  ?  It  was  considered  upon  both 
Bides  u  a  most  unchristian  imposition.  Well, 
>t  ibe  Restoration  they  rejected  the  Directory, 
and  reforroed  the  Common  Prayer,  which,  by 
Jhe  way,  had  been  three  times  reformed  l>efore. 
**eretbey  then  contented  ?  Two  thousand  (or 
Mine  great  number)  of  clergy  resigned  their 
'I'ingi  in  one  day  rather  than  read  it ;  and 
^ly.  rather  than  raise  that  second  .  idol,  I 
'"^Hild  have  adhered  to  the  Directory  as  1  now 
*dliere  to  the  Common  Prayer.  Nor  can  you 
<*otewt  other  men's  conscience,  real  or  prc- 
••oded,  by  any  concessions :  follow  your  own  ; 
!*<•«  peace  and  ensue  it.  You  have  no  symp- 
<*<B*of  discontent  in  the  people  to  their  esta- 


wbile  I  speak  to  the  only  points  which  caa 
admit  of  debate^  the  practicability  of  tha 
scheme  sugsestedby  thepetitionersyand  tha 
necessity  ofsubscription.  The  petitioners, 
whose  virtue  aiid  honour  I  will  notquestioni 
because  I  really  think  tibem  honest  and  con* 

blishment.  The  churches  are  too  small  for 
their  congregations.  The  living  are  too  few 
for  their  candidates.  .  The  spirit  of  religious 
controversy  has  slackened  by  the  ostore  of 
things:  by  act  you  may  revive  it.  I  will  not  • 
enter  into  the  question,  how  much  truth  is 
preferable  to  peace.  Perhaps  truth  may  be 
far  better.  But  as  we  have  scarcely  ever  the 
same  certainty  in  the  on?,  that  we  have  in  the 
other,  1  would,  unless  the  truth  were  evident 
indeed,  hold  fast  to  peace,  which  has  in  her 
company  charity,  the  highest  of  the  virtues. 

Tliis  business  appears  is  two  points  of  view, ' 
— 1st,  Whether  it  IS  a  matter  of  grievance.  Sd, 
Whether  it  is  within  our  province  to  redress 
it  with  propriety  and  prudence.  Whether  it 
comes  properly  before  us  on  a  petition  upon 
matter  of  grievance,  1  would  not  enquire  too 
cunously.  1  know,  technically  speaking,  that 
nolhing  agreeable  to  law  can  be  considered  as 
a  grievance.  But  an  over* attention  to  the 
rules  of  any  act  does  sometitnes  defeat  the  ends 
of  it,  and  i  think  it  does  so  in  this  parliamentary 
act,  as  much  at  least  as  in  any  other.  I  know 
-many  gentlemen  think  thatthe  very  essence 
of  lib<>rty  consists  in  being 'governed  according 
to  law  ;  as  if  grievances  had  nothing  real  and 
intrinsic ;  but  I  cannot  be  of  that  opinion. 
Grievances  may  subsist  by  law.  Nay,  I  do 
not  know  whether  any  gnevance  can  be  con- 
sidered as  intolerable  until  it  is  established  and 
sanctified  by  law.  If  the  Act  of  Toleration 
were  not  perfect,  if  there  were  a  complahit  of 
it,  I  would  gladly  consent  to  amend  it.  But 
when  I  heard  a  complaint  of  a  pressure  on  re- 
ligious liberty,  to  my  astonishment  I  find  that 
there  was  no  complaint  whatsoever  of  the  in* 
sufficiency  of  the  Act  of  kinfc  William,  nor  any.- 
attempt  to  make  it  more  sufficient  The  mat<* 
ter  therefore  doea  not  concern  toleration,  but 
establishment ;  and  it  is  not  the  rights  of  pri- 
vate conscience,  that  are  in  question,  but  the 
Iiropriety  of  the  terms,  which  are  pro|iosed  by 
aw  as  a  title  to  public  emoluments ;  so  that, 
the  complaint  is  not,  that  there  is  not  toleration 
of  diversity  in  opinion,  but  that  diversity  in 
opinion  is  not  rewarded  by  bishoprics,  rectories, 
and  collegiate  stalls.  When  gentlemen  com« 
plain  of  the  subscrifition  as  matter  of  grievance 
the  complaint  arises  from  confounding  private 
judgmeut,,  whose  rights  are  anterior  to  law,  and 
the  qualifications,  which  the  law  creates  for  its 
own  magistracies,  whether  civil  or  religious^ 
To  take  away  from  men  their  lives,  their  li- 
berty, or  their  property,  those  things,  forthe 
protection  of  which  society  was  introduced,  is 
great  hardship  and  intolerable  tyranny  ;  but  to 
annex  any  condition  you  please  to  benefits,  ar- 
tificially created^  is  the  most  just,  natural,  and 
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icientious  mtea ;  the  petitionera^  I  say,  Sir, 
complain  of  the  Articles  as  infringing  the 
right  of  private  judgmeni,  and  usurping 
the  place  of  the  Scriptures.  But  how  can 
this  be  the  cas6,  when  they  are  at  this 
moment  exercising  the  right  of  private 

proper  tliiDg'in  the  world.  When  e  novo  you 
ibrm  aD  arbitrary  benefit,  an  advantage,  pre- 
eminence, or  emolument,  not  by  nature,  but 
institution,  you  order  and  modify  it  wi^  all 
the  power  of  a  creator  over  his  creature.  Such 
benefits  of  institution  are  royalty,  nobility, 
priesthood;  all  of  which  you  may  limit  to 
birth ;  you  might  pr««cribe  even  shape  and 
stature.  The  Jewish  priesthood  was  neredi* 
tary.  Founders'  kinsmen  have  a  preference  in 
Ibe  election  of  fellows  in  many  colleges  of  our 
Universities  ;  the  qualificaiions  at  AH  8ouls  are 
that  they  should  bt-^optim^  nati^  beni  vesiitif 
mediochier  docti. 

By  'contending  for  liberty  in  the  candidate 
for  onlei-s*  yon  take  away  the  liberty  of  the 
elector,  w  htch  is  the  (lieapte  ;  that  is,  the  state. 
If  they  can  dioose,  they  may  assign  a  reason 
for  their  choice ;  if  they  can  assign  a  reason, 
they  may  <io  it  in  writing,  and  prescribe  it  as  a 
condition ;  they  may  transfer  their  authority  to 
their  represeutaiiYes,  and  enable  them  to  exer- 
tise  the  same.  Jn  all  human  institutions  a  great 
part,  almost  all  regulations,  are  made  from  the 
mere  necessity  of  the  case,  let  the  theoretical 
ncriis  of  the  question  be  what  they  will.  For 
B<>thing  happened  at  the  Reformation  but  what 
<  will  happen  in  all  such  revolutions.  When  ty- 
ranny is  extreme,  and  abuses  of  government  m- 
^  tolerable,  men  resort  to  the  rights  of  nature  to 
shake  it  off.  When  they  have  done  so,  the 
▼ery  same  principle  of  pecessity.  of  hosBau  af- 
fairs, to  establish  some  other  authority,  which 
Shall  preserve  the  order  of -this  new  institution, 
must  be  obeyed,  until  they  grow  imolerable ; 
and  you  shall  not  be  suflfered  to  plead  original 
liberty  against  snch  an  institution.  See  Hol- 
land, Switzerland. 

if  you  will  have  religion  publicly  practised 
and  publicly  taoffht,  you  must  have  a  power  to 
say  what  that  religion  will  be,  which  you  will 
protect  and  encourage ;  and  to  distinguish  it 
by  such  marks  and  characteristics,  as  you  in 
your  wisdom  shall  think  fit.  As  1  said  before, 
your  determination  may  be  unwise  in  this  as  in 
other  matters,  but  it  cannot  be  unjust,  hard  or 
nppressive,  or  contrary  to  the  liberty  of  any 
man,  or  in  the  least  degree  exceeding  your 
provmce. 

••  It  is  therefore  as  a  grievance  fairly  none 
at  all,  nothing  but  what  is  essential  not  only  to 
the  order,  but  to  the  liberty  of  the  whole  com- 
monity. 

*■  llie  petitioners  are  so  sensible  of  the  force 
of  these  arguments,  t>iat  they  do  admit  of  one 
subscription,  that  is  to  the  Scripture.  I  shall 
not  consider  how  forcibly  this  argument  mili- 
tates with  tiieir.  whole  principle  agsinst  sob- 
aeriptioo  as  an  usurpation  on  the  rights  of  Pro- 
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judgment,  and  denying  their  conformity 
to  the  word  of  God?  They  have  not, 
it  is  true,  pointed  out  any  heterodox 
articles;  but  what  is  more,  they  have 
made  a  general  charge  against  the  whole 
creed  of  ^Articles.     After  this  proof  of  the 

videnee:  1  content  myself  with  submitting  to 
the  consideration  of  the  House,  that,  il  tbat 
rule  were  once  established,  it  roust  bare  tome 
authority  to  enforce  the  obedience*,  becsose 
you  welt  know,  a  law  without  a  sanctioo  irill 
be  ridiculous.  Somebody  must  sit  in  judg- 
ment on  bis  conformity  ;  he  must  judge  oo 
the  charge;  ifhejndges,  he  must ordaio  eie- 
cution.  These  things  are  necessary  coose- 
q'uences  one  of  the  other;  and  then  this  judg- 
ment is  an  equal  and  a  superior  violstiooof 
private  judgment;  the  right  of  private  judg- 
ment is  violateil  in  a  much  greater  degree  thw 
it  can  be  by  any  previous  subscription.  You 
come  round  again  to  subscription  as  the  best 
and  easiest  method :  men  must  jodpfe  of  b« 
doctrine,  and  judge  definitively  \  so  liist  eilber 
his  test  is  nugatory,  or  meu  must  first  or  Im* 
prescribe  his  public  interpretation  of  it. 

"  If  the  church  be,  aa.  Mr.  Locke  deftaesit, 
« a  voluntary  society,  &c.'  then  it  is  ewentialto 
this  voluntary  society  to  exclude  from  her  vo- 
luntary society  any  member  ahe  thinks  lit,  or 
to  oppose  the  entrance  of  any  upon  snch  coo- 
ditions  as  she  thinks  proper.  For  otherwise  ii 
would  be  a  voluntary  society  acting  contrary 
to  her  will,  which  is  a  contradiction  in  terms.- 
And  this  is  Mr.  Locke's  opinion,  tbeadrocsie 
for  the  largest  scheme^  of  ecclesiastical  m 
civil  toleration  to  Protestants ;  (for  to  PapisU  be 
allows  no  toleration  at  all.) 

"  They  dispute  onfy  the  extent  of  the  sub- 
scription; they  therefore  tacitly  admit  tbe 
equity  of  tbe  principle  itself.  Here  they  do 
not  resort  to  the  original  rights  of  nature,  be- 
cause it  is  manifest  that  those  rights  give  u 
large  a  power  of  cootroverting  every  part  ol 
Scripture,  or  eren  tbe  authority  of  the  whole, 
as  tney  do  to  the  controverting  any  articles 
whatsoever.  When  a  man  requires  you  to 
sign  an  assent  to  Scripture,  he  requires  you  to 
assent  to  a  doctrine  as  contrary  to  your  natural 
understanding,  and  to  your  rights  of  free  ea- 
quiry,  as  those,  who  require  your  conformity 
to  any  one  article  whatsoever. 

«•  The  subscription  to  Scripture  is  tbe  roost 
astonishing  idea  I  ever  heard,  and  will  amouut 
to  just  nothing  at  all.  Gentlemen  so  acute 
have  not,  that  I  have  beard,  ever  thongbt  ot 
answering  a  plain  obvious  question — What  is 
that  Scripture,  to  which  they  are  «»*^J** 
subscribe  ?  They  do  not  think  that  a  botfk  be- 
comes of  divine  authority  because  it  is  boooa 
in  blue  Morocco,  and  irprinted  by  Jobs  B>sk« 
and  his  assigns.  The  BiWe  is  a  vast  coilectioo 
of  different  treatises :  a  man,  who  holds  tne 
divine  authority  of  one,  may  consider  the  w^ 
as  merely  human.  What  is  bis  Canon?  Ttit 
Jewish-St.  Jerom's— tbat  of  the  S^  Articles- 
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latitude  of  pri?ate  opioion  allowed  by  our 
ehurcb,  it  is  absurd  and  ridiculous  to  com- 
plain  ef  restraints  in  that  respect.  It  is 
not  8  Gonformity  of  private  Imt  of  public 
opioion,  that  she  requires  in  teachers.    In 

t  their  closets  they  may  embrace  what  te- 
nets they  please,  but  for  the  sake  of  peace 
and  order,  they  must  inculcate  from  the 
pulpit  only  the  religion  of  the  state.  Nor 
does  this  obligation  seem  to  me  any  hardl- 
ship;  because,  every  man  must  make 
a  sacrifice  of  something  to  society ;  ^nd 
allow  that  society  of  two  evils  to  chuse  the 
least,  to  impose  upon  a  few  iodividuab  per- 
haps a  disagreeable  restrjiint,  rather  than 
intiodace  disorder  and  conAisipn  into  the 

.  whole  body  politic. 

Suppose  we  were  inclined  to  adopt  the 


Lather's—?  There  are  some,  who  reject  the 
Caaticles,  others  six  of  the  Epistles— the  Apo- 
calypse bu  been  suspected  even  as  heretical, 
and  was  doubted  of  for  many  ages,  sod  by 
many  great  men.  As  these  narrow  the  Canon, 
others  bare  enlarged  it  by  admitting  St.  Barna- 
bas'fl  Epistles,  the  Apostolic  Constitutions,  to 
ay  Dotbio^  of  many  other  gospels.  Therefore 
to  asoertaia  Scripture  you  must  have  one 
Article  more ;  and  you  must  define  what  that 
Scripture  is,  which  you  mean  to  teach.  There 
are,  1  belie? e,  ? ery  few,  who,  when  Scripture 
issoascertaiaed,  do  not  see  the  absolute  neces- 
sity of  knowing  what  general  doctrine  a  man 
draws  from  it,  before  he  is  sent  down  au- 
thorized by  the  state  to  teach  it  as  pure  doc- 
triae,  and  receife  a  tenth  of  the  produce  of  our 
lands.  '    ^ 

The  Scripture  is  no  one  summary  of  doc- 
trines regularly  digested,  in  which  a  man 
could  not  aiistake  his  way ;  it  is  a  most  vene- 
rable, bat  mostmuliifarious,  collection  of  the 
'•cords  of  the  di?ine  oeconomy ;  a  collection  of 
so  infinite  variety,  of  cosmogony,  theolog/,  his- 
^,  prophecy,  psalmody,  morality,  apologue, 
^}^^yi  legislation,  ethics,  earned  through 
^ifeeot  books,  by  different  authors,  at  different 
^,  for  different  ends  and  purposies. 

"  It  itf  Deoeasary  to^sort  out  whst  is  intended 
^reiample,  what  only  as  narrative,  what  to 
^  onderstood  liHeraliy,  what,  figuratively, 
jhere  one  precept  is  to  be  controlled  and  mo- 
dified by  another — what  is  used  directly,  and 
^hat  only  as  an  argument  *  ad  hominem,'— - 
»Mt  is  temperary,  and  what  of  perpetual  obli- 
2*^— what  approprkted  to  one  state,  and 
|o  one  set  of  men,  and  what  the  general  duty 
7  ^  Christiana.  If  we  do  not  get  some  seou* 
nty  for  this,  we  not  only  permit,  but  we  actually 
P^yforall,  the  dangerous  fanaticism,  which 
^  be  produced  to  corrupt  our  people,  and  to 
^fwge  the  public  worship  of  the  country.  We 
•»e  the Jiest  we  can  (not  infallibility,  but  pru- 
*Bc«)  to  the  subject,  first  sound  doctrine,  then 
>«Uiy  to  use  it*        «        o        *        «        « 


plan  proposed  by  the  petitioners,  the  next 
point  IS  to  consider  its  practicability. 
They  would  have  us  exclude  all  forms  and 
subscriptions,  and  tests,  but  the  Bible» 
which  they  deem  not  only  the  proper  stan» 
dard  of  faith,  but  the  sale  confession  to 
which  an  assent  and  consent  ought  to  be 
enforced.  Let  me  then  ask  them  what 
books  they  will  ho]d  canonical ;  for  there 
have  been  debates,  and  fiei^ce  debates  too, 
upon  this  point.  Will  they  exclude  tha 
book  of  Esdras,  which  has  by  some  been 
reprobated  >  Will  they  admit  the  Song 
of  Songs  as  one  of  the  privileged  books,  by 
which  they  are  willing  to  abide  ?  I  should 
not  be  surprised  to  heibr  them  object  even 
to  some  of  the  Gospels ;  for  these  have  not 
^escaped  doubt  among  very  respectable 
sects  of  Christians.  The  book  of  Revela- 
tions has  been  a  bone  of  contention  among 
divines.  Do  they  mean  to  receive  or  re-, 
ject  the  book  of  Revelations  ?  The  same 
questions  may  be  put  with  respect,  to  the 
Epistles;  as  some  of  them  nave  been 
deemed  apocryphal.  If  they  will  not  re- 
tain any  or  all  of  these,  what  wilUhey  re- 
tain as  undoubted  repositories  of  thie  di- 
vine Word  ?  If  we  begin  to  shake  fovmda- 
tions,  all  these  captions  questions  will  ne- 
cessarily be  agitated,  and  render  it  no  easy 
matter  to  fix  any  standard  of  faith. 

But  let  us  wave  this  objection,  and  sup- 
pose that  they  will  take  the  Scripture  now 
acknowledged  by  th^  church  ot  England, 
as    the    ultimate    criterion  of  orthodox 
Christianity,  yet  will  the  question  be  far 
from  a  finfu  dcdsion.    The  Scriptures,  to 
be  sure,  contain  the  words  of  etemal«life» 
and  certainly  furnish  every  tiling  neces- 
sary to  salvation.    Yet  the  Bible  is  one  of 
the  most  miscellaneous  books  in  the  world,  ^ 
and  exhibits  by  no  means  a  regular  series 
of   dogmas,  or  a   summary   of  religion 
proper,  on  account  of  its  brevity  and  pre- 
cision,   to    be    subscribed    by  a  public 
teacher.     The  schemes  of  6od  are  in- 
scrutable; his  ways  are  not  our  ways,  nor 
his  thoughts  our  thoughts.    We  must  fall 
down  prostrate  in  reverencial  silence,  nor 
presume  to  question  his  dispensations,  nor 
ask  him,  Why  dost  thou  so  ?     It  is  impos- 
sible for  such  poor  weak  creatures  as  we 
are  to  scan  his  works,  or  to  scrutinize  the 
cond^ct  of  that  Being  of  whom  Simonides 
justly  said,  that  the  'more  he  considered 
nis  nature  the  more  obscure  and  incompre- 
hensAile  the  subject  became.     We  are 
not,  however,  on  this  account  to  discard 
reason  altogether,  and  to  forget  the  use  of. 
that  giiide  which  God  has  given  us  for  our' 
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direction.     '  Est  Deus  in  nobis*-*^*  'Tis 
the  Divinity  that  stin  within  us,'  when  rea- 
son lifts  up  his  Toice»  and  points  out  the 
path  that  we  should  follow.    If  we  would 
preserve  in  the  church  any  order^  any^de- 
Gorum,  any  peace,  we  must  have  some 
criterion  of  faith  more  brief,  more  precise 
and  definite  than  the  Scripture  for  the  re- 
gulation of  the  priestho6d.    If  we  have 
not,  what  will  foUow  ?    Some  clergymen 
will  explain  a  passage  in  the  figurative  and 
some  m  the  literal  sense ;  and  upon  this 
foundation  they  will  build  the  most  hetero- 
geneous doctrliies.    Allow  me  but  the  li< 
bertv  of  using  tne  figurative  meaning,  and 
I  will  undertake  to  prove  the  orthodoxy  of 
transubstantiation,  or  any  other  Romish 
doctrine  equally  absufd.     But  how  can 
you  prevent  this  inconvenience,  if  the  only 
declaration  required  upon  entering  into 
priests  orders  be  only  an  assent  and  con- 
sent to  the  doctrines  contained  in  Scrip- 
lure  ?    Whether  you  chuse  the  figurative 
or  literal  sense,  you  will  fall  upon  one  of 
.  the  horns  of  the  same  dilemma ;  for  ano- 
ther will,  firom  the  literal  and  grammatical 
meaning,  deduce  doctrines  as  ridiculous  as 
any  I  can  possibly  deduce  from  the  figu- 
rative.   What  is  the  result  ?    We  must, 
like  all  other  nations  that   ever  existed, 
adopt  some  regular  system  of  subteription. 
This  was  the  practice  among  the  Jews ;  this 
was    the   practice   among  the  Romans. 
The  former  established  the  priesthood  in 
one  family,  which  regularly  followed  the 
same  invariable  plan  that  was  unalterably 
ordained  by   Moses.    The  Romans  had 
their  college  of  priests,  who  superintended 
teligious  matters,  consulted  the  stars,  and 
the  flight  of  birds,  took  care  of  the  sa- 
cred   gee%%   and   chickens,  opened    the 
Sybilline    books     and    explamed    their 
meaning.    Yet  who  were  more  religious 
than  the  Romans,  who  were  tolerating? 
Methinks  we  would  do  well  to  attend  to 
their  institutions.    The  wisest  of  politicians 
and  statesmen  have  recommended  it  to 
other  nations  to  copy  their  example.    We 
have  done  it  in  many  other  instances,  and 
if  we  are  wise,  we  will  not  in  this  deviate 
from  the  same  plan.    We  have  certainly  a 
right,  like  every  other  society,  to  exact  a 
compliance  with  whatever  cloptrines,  cere- 
monies, and  forms  we  establish  from  those 
who  receive  the  public  money  for  that  very 
purpose.    Were  they  voluntary  labourers 
in  the  vineyard,  they  would  have  some, 
though  no  solid  plea;  because  no  man  has 
a  right  to  work  in  another's  ground  with- 
wX  leave,  and  without  following  the  pre« 


scribed  methofil.  Sufier  men  of  distem- 
pered  imaginations,  who  yet  believe  in 
Scripture,  to  become  preachers,  and  you 
may  absolutely  exterminate  all  rational 
Christianity,  and  bring  disgrace  upon  tlie 
very  name.  An  Anabaptist  will  make  it 
a  matter  of  conscience  to  refiise  baptism  to 
all  your  infants.  Well,  the.  parenu  wait 
till  he  comes  to  the  years  of  nmturity,  and 
then  carry  him  to  tne  priest  in  order  to 
partake  of  this  sacrament,  and  become  a 
member  of  Christ:  but,  behold!  the  Ana- 
baptist is  dead,  or  translated  to  a  fatter 
benefice,  and  a  new  priest  has  succeeded, 
who  makes  it  equally  a  matter  of  con- 
science not  to  baptize  your  adults.  Hence 
a  full-grown  man  may,  upon  this  plan, 
drop  into  the  grave,  without  ever  arriving 
at  Christian  baptism,  and,  m  the  raidst  of 
the  light  of  the  Gospel,  share  as  bad  a  fate 
as  if  he  had  lived  in  the  darkness  of  hea- 
thenism. One  sacrament  being  thus  ex- 
terminated, the  road  to  the  extermination 
ofthe  other,  is  short,  natural,  and  easy; 
and  thus  you  will  be  without  any  visible 
form  of  introduction  into  the  great  body 
of  Christians. 

Nothing  therefore  can  be  clearer  to 
me,  than  that  forms  of  subscription  are 
necessary  for  the  sake  of  order  and  de- 
corum, and  public  peace.  By  a  form  of 
subscription,  I  mean  a  general  standard 
which  obtains  throughput  the  whole  com- 
munity, and  not  the  partial  creed  of  this 
or  that  bishop  by  whom  a  priest  happens 
to  be  ordainea.  Were  this  rule  to  take 
place,  how  perplexing  would  be  the  con- 
dition of  a  clergyman  ordained  in  the  dio- 
cese of  Ely,  beneficed  in  that  of  Chester, 
and  removed  to  that  of  Gloucester?  At 
every  removal  he  would  be  obliged  to 
chan^  his  faith,  and,  like  Paul,  become 
all  things  to  all  men.  I  mean  an  universal 
system  deduced  firom  Scripture,  and  di- 
gested into  heads  of  doctrine  like  the  arU- 
cles,.and  that  is  to  be  equally  binding  on 
priests,  deacons,  and  bishops.  In  short,  I 
would  have  a  system  of  religious  laws, 
that  would  remain  fixed  and  pernaneot, 
like  our  civil  constitution,  and  tliat  would 
preserve  the  bodj  ecclesiastical  from  ty- 
ranny and  despotism,  as  much  at  lesst  as 
our  code  of  common  and  statute  law  does 
the  people  in  general ;  for  I  am  convinced 
that  the  liberty  of  conscience  contended 
for  by  the  petitioners  would  be  the  fore- 
runner of  religious  slavery.  Men,  ^^^^ 
sake  of  peace  and  quiet,  would  be  forced 
to  throw  themselves  into  the  hands  ot 
soma  dictatori  as  they  did  at  the  Restors* 
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tiou  JAto  those  of  Charles  the  2nd.  For 
my  onrQ  part  I  am  no  friend  to  innovations 
in  religion,  when  the  people  are  not,  in 
consequence  of  soipe  religious  abuse,  much 
i^rieved.  That  was  the  case  at  the  Re- 
fornoation ;  and  then  would  I  have  heartiiy 
coDcorred  in  the  alteration  at  that  time 
made,  had  I  been  a  member  of  this  House. 
But  had  1  possessed  a  vote,  when  the  Di- 
rectoiy  wftj  going  to  be  established,  1 
would  have  divided  for  the  Common 
Prayer ;  and,  had  I  lived  when  the  Com- 
mon Prajer  was  re-e8lablished»  I  would 
liave  voted  for  the  Directory.  The  reason 
is  obvious.  They  were^  not  essentially 
difierent,  neither  contained  any  thing  con- 
trary to  the  Scriptures,  or  that  could  shock 
a  lational  Chriatiao.  The  Articles  appear 
to  me  in  the  same  light*  I  will  therefore 
Tote  against  the  Petition. 

St  Gettrge  Snvile  ;• 

Mr.  Speaker;  I  think  the  true 
quesdoo  before  us  has  been  very  little  en» 
tered  into.  1  hope  I  shall  be  able  to  go 
somewhat  deeper  into  it;  in  order  to 
which  I  must  begin  by  making  a  distinc- 
tion. I  distinguish  between  the  right  of 
doing  a  thing,  and  doing  ri^ht.    Toe  pe- 

But 
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titioners  compljun  of  a  ^tevance. 
House  may  or  may  not  relieve  them. 


*  Tbii  Speech  is  taken  from  a  MS.  oblit;- 
ro^ly  presented  to  the  Editor  by  Mr.  WU- 
Ktm  Bebbaro.  It  was  taken  down  bv  Dr. 
Pitilip  Famaaiix.  and  ccSrrected  by  sir  W.  Me- 

rtdiih. 

*'  8o  little  interest,"  says  Mr.  Thomas  Bel- 
tbam,  in  his  Lire  of  the  reverend  Mr.  Lindsey, 
*'  did  the  Disienters  take  in  tbit  application  of 
^cl^Ji^atonly  two'of  the  general  boily 
of  dinenliog  miniaters  happened  to  be  present 
at  Ibis  memorable  debate.  These  were,  in- 
deed, flrentlemen  of  the  first  eminence  and  re- 
Kpectibility  aroonjr  their  brethren  :  the  late 
n^erend  Edward  Picknrd,  minister  of  the  con- 
^rentioo  at  Carter- lane ;  and  the  learned 
Pbtlip  Fameanz,  D.  D.  minister  of  the  con* 
ermiion  at  Claphsm,  well  known  to  the  pub- 
lic by  bii  Letters  to  Mr.  Justice  Blackstone, 
Qpoo  the  fluljeet  of  tolerstion,  and  whose  me- 
niory  was  so  correct  and  tenacious,  that  having 
Uken  4f>wn  from  recollection  the.ce!ebrate<l 
ipeech  of  lord  Mansfield  in  the  House  of 
Peers,  in  the  great  dissenting  cause,  concerning 
Ibe  lisbility  of  Dissenters  to  serve  the  office  of 
sheriff,  and  having  shown  it  to  the  noble  and 
l^netl  lord  for  his  correction,  it  was  retnmed 
by  lord  Mans6eld,  with  a  very  lew  alterations, 
*iid  with  his  express  consent  to  publish  It  as  bis 
CCDHine  speech."  The  speech  will  be  found 
i»»ol.  t6,p.  3tS. 
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will  any  one  say  we  shall  do  nght  Jn  both 
these  cases  i  To  judge  of  this  I  make  an- 
other distinction.  I  distinguish  betweei;i 
the  church  of  God  and  Christ,  and  the 
church  of  England,  and  whenever  the 
church  of  England  differs  from  the  chufoh 
of  Christ,  I  give  the  preference  to  the 
latter.  The  point  in  question  is  whether 
we  shall  lay  aside  subscription  to  the  Ar- 
ticles/and  adopt  the  Scriptures  in  their 
room.  The  Scriptures  are  the  only  rule 
to  the  church  of  Christ,  and  adhenng  to 
the  Scriptures  in  opposition  to  human  in- 
ventions and  corruptions,  is  the  first  prin- 
ciple of  Protestantism,  or  to  speak  more 
emphatically,  Protest'AutisWt  for  that  lis 
the  true  idea  of  the  word.  It  is  a  protest 
agamst  those  corruptions  which  are  incon[- 
sistent  with  the  puritjr  of  the  Christian 
doctrine  as  revealed  in  the  .Scripture^. 
The  Protestants  protested  against  thp 
powers  claimed  and  exercised,  the  super- 
stitions and  corruptions  practised  by  the 
church  of  Rome  on  the  authority  of  the 
succession  to  St.  Peter.  And  St.  Paul 
has  been  styled  the  first  Protestant  he- 
cause  he  witnstood  St.  Peter  to  the^face. 
As  to  the  Articles  which  the  petitioners 
prptest  against,  and  fcom  the  subscription 
to  which  tiiey  earnestly  desire  to  be  freed, 
I  speak  it  with  submission  to  man,  but  I 
speak  it  in  the  presence  of  God,  some  of 
them  in  my  opinion  are  unfounded  iD» 
some  of  them  inconsistent  with  re|UK>n  and 
Scripture,  and  some  of  them  subversive  of 
the  very  genius  and  design  of  the  Gospel. 
The  article  of  justification  by  faith  without 
works,  was,  J  suppose  taken  from  those 
words,  **  He  that  believed  and  is  baptized 
shall  be  saved,  and  he  that  believeth  not 
shall  be  damned  :"  but  withoi^t  adverting 
to  what  is  elsewhere  said  by  our  Loro, 
that  he  who  ^ould  inherit  eternal  life  must 
keep  the  commandnients  of  God.  As  to 
the  Article  which  dec)^res  that  good  worka 
before  faith  have  the  nature  of  sin,  it  can- 
not be  reconciled  to  the  beautiful  parable 
of  the  good  Samaritan,  whose  example  is  . 
commended  by  Christ  in  contra-distinction 
to  that  of  the  formal  Levite  and  the  or- 
thodox priest.  There  is  another  Article 
which  savs,  that  for  Adam's  sin  only,  all 
who  are  Born  into  the  world  deserve  God's 
wrath  and  eternal  damnation,  thus  repre- 
senting damnation  as  if  it  sprang  from  ft 
favourite  attribute  of.  God,  ^d  the  decla- 
ration of  it  were  a  principal  end  of  Christ's 
mission.  I  must  now  express  my  very 
great  concern  at  the  manner  in  which  the 
Petition  and  those  who  signed  it,  hava 
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been  treated — a  manner,  very  unparlia- 
*  mentary,  and  in  which  none  should  be 
treated  who  come  to  the  bar  of  this  House 
to  represent  grievances  and  solicit  redress. 
Their  characters  have  been  aspersed,  in- 
jurious suspicions  have  been  ttirown  out 
against  their  designs  and  intentions.  The 
petitioners^  Sir,  are  clergymen,  men  of 
respectable  characters,  I  verily  believe 
good  and  conscientious  men.  We  may 
treat  their  situation  with  indifference,  be- 
cause we  are  strangers  to  it,  and  feel  not 
their  difGcuIty.  But  let  us  for  a  moment 
put  ourselves  in  the  place  of  those  peti- 
tioners who  are  requii'ed  to  bring  tfaem- 
ielves  under  a  solemn  obligation  on  the 
one  hand  to  preach  accordmg  to  Scrip- 
'  ture,  which  ir  it  means  any  thing,  must 
mean  according  to  what  they  apprehend 
to  be  the  sense  of  Scripture,  and  the  other 
are  required  tp  declare  their  belief  in  Ar- 
ticles which  in  their  consciences  the^  think 
contrary  to  the  Scriptures,  and  which  few 
will  pretend  to  believe  or  understand. 

It  may  be  said  there  is  no  compulsion 
«n  those  who  subscribe,  it  is  a  voluntary 
act.  ,  If  there  be  sin  it  is  their  own.  Un- 
doubtedly it  is.  The  man  who  yields  to 
guilt  is  a  sinner,  but  is  the  tempter  exempt 
from  guilt  ?  the  difference  is  altogether  m 
favour  of  the  former.  The  tempted  there- 
fere  may  find  mercy,  the  tempter  inone. 
And  whoever  contmues  the  temptation 
when  It  is  in  their  power  to  remove  it, 
participates  in  the  original  guilt.  This, 
£ir,  is  a  debate,  in  whidi  the  honour  of 
God,  the  interests  of  religion  and  virtue, 
qur  own  consciences,  and  the  consciences 
of  others,  are  deeply  concerned.  Let  us 
then  indulge  our  angry  passions  no  far- 
ther in  ungenerous  and  personal  reflec- 
tions. The  persons  of  those  who  petition 
this  House  are  under  our  protection ; 
their  characters  ought  to  be  still  more  so. 
I  therefore  beseech  you,  I  become  an 
{lumble,  an  earnest  suppliant  to  you,  by 
the  benevolent  spirit  of  the  Gospel,  by  all 
that  is  most  serious,  I  beseech  you  by  the 
bowels  of  Christ  that  tbb  a&ir  be  treated 
sot  as  a  matter  of  policy,  not  as  a  matter 
of  levity,  not  as  a  matter  of  censorious- 
jpess,  but  as  a  matter  of  religion.    Some 

fentJemen  seem  to  apprehend  that  we  are 
ound  to  make  the  doors  of  the  church 
ts  narrow,  and  to  exclude  as  many  as 
possible.;  I  think  we  should  make  them  as 
wide  as  we  can,  and  to  take  in  as  many  as 
possible ;  others  are  apprehensive  that  in 
case  the  Scriptures  are  substituted  in  the 
room  of  the  Articles^  it  will  be  a  means  of 
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admitting  into  the  church  a  great  number 
of  sectaries.  Sectaries,  Sir  I  had  it  not 
been  fdr  sectaries  this  cause  had  been 
tried  at  Rome — thank  God  it  is  tried  here« 
Some  gentlemen  fear  that  if  we  lay  aside 
the  Articles,  and  place  the  Scriptures  in 
their  stead,  by  throwing  down  all  distinc- 
tions, we  shall  admit  Papists,  and  together 
with  them  •their  religion  too.<  But  thej 
forget  that  Papists  are  excluded  by  tbo 
oath  of  supremacy,  and  by  the  declaration 
against  transubstantiation,  against  the  in« 
vocation  of  the  Virgin  Mary  and  other 
saints,  and  *  against  the  sacrifice  of  the 
mass :  and  if  any  otber  test  be  needful, 
let  them  be  made  to  acknowledge  liberty 
of  conscience  and  the  right  of  privati 
judgment,  let  them  abjure  persecution. 
That  is  a  tiuly  Protestant  test :  but  can 
any  one  seriously  think  that  encoursging 
free  enquiry  and  the  study  of  the  Scrip- 
tures will  issue  in  the  Romish  religion. 
When  I  see  a  rivulet  flo^  to  the  top  of  a 
high  rock,  and  requiring  a  strong  engine 
to  force  it  back  again,  then  shall  I  think 
that  liberty  of  judgment  will  be  prejudiciri 
to  the  Protestant  religion,  then  shall  I  think 
thatadhering  to  the  Scripturesonly  will  lead 
to  Rome.  Some  gentlemen  talk  of  raising 
batriers  about  the  church  of  God  and  pro- 
tecting his  honour.  Language  that  is  asto- 
nishing, that  is  shocking,  that  almost  ap- 
proaches to  blasphemy.  What !  man,  a  poor 
contemptible  reptile,  tolk  of  raising  barnen 
about  the  church  of  God  !  He  might  a$ 
well  talk  of  guarding  otnnipotence,  and 
raising  barriers  about  the  throne  ^^  *^^ 
ven.  Barriers  about  the  church  of  God. 
That  church  which,  if  there  be  any  ve- 
racity in  Sciripture,  shall  continue  for  ever. 
and  against  which  the  gaies  of  bell  shall 
not  prevail  1  Ifupon  an  occasion  so  serious* 
any  allusion  to  fable  were  allowable,  * 
might  remind  you  of  one  somewhere  to  w 
met  with,  of  a  stately,  magnificent  casue, 
built  on  a  rock,  the  basis  of  which  w*i 
the  centre  of  the  earth,  Ae  top  ^^^ 
pierced  the  clouds,  the  thickness  ot  i"; 
walls  could  not  be  measured  by  cub»^. 
At  the  bottom  of  it  a  few  moles  were  busv 


ing  themselves  in  throwing  up  some  m 
hillocks  of  earth.    UpOn  being  asked  07 
some  spectators  of  their  ftitile  labours  n 
reason  of  this,  "  Do  you  not  see, 
they,  "  all  blind  as  you  are,  ^^^^''r^ 
raising  ramparts  to  protect  the  lord  01  ^ 
castle,  and  "that  the  building  would  n«t  ^^ 
safe  from  the  attacks  of  its  enemies  wn 
out  iw?»   The  church  of  God,  SijV^j 
protect  itoelf.    Truth  must,  if  a  **^"^  '* 
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be  but  allowed   it,     prove    victorious. 
The  lovers  of  truth  will  love  all  sincere 
bquirers  after  it;   for  it  is  to  impartial 
and  firee  enquiry  only  that  error  owes  its 
ruin,  and  truth  its  success.    Those  who 
are  actuated  by  the  enlarged  and  benevo- 
lent spirit  of  the  gospel  will  not  condemn 
as  heretics,  will  not  reject  as  unworthy  of 
their  affec^on  any  who  believe  the  Chris- 
tian religion,  who  search  and  endeavour  to 
understand  the  Scriptures,  though  they 
may  be  unable  to  comply  with  particular 
creeds  and  articles  of  human  mvention. 
Some  gentlemen  suppose  that  the  Scrip- 
tures are  not  plain  enough  to  be  a  rule 
and  center  of  union  to  the  church ;  they 
must  have  articles  and  creeds  to  sqpply 
defects.    But  if  the  things  which  are  ne- 
cetsarv  to  salvation  are  not  plainly  re- 
vealed, then  there  is  no  way  ot  salvation 
revealed  to  the  bulk  of  mankind  at  all. 
Whatever  is  obscurely  revealed,  will  be  al- 
ways obscure,  notwithstanding  our  deci- 
sions.   It  can  never  be  authoritatively  de- 
termined by  men.  The  only  authority  which 
can  explain  and  make   the  explication  a 
test  of  faith,  is,  tlm  authority  of  God.    As 
to  what  he  has  plainly  revealed  it  needs 
no  articles  to  ascertain  its  meaning.     We 
should  not  therefore  adopt  views  and  mea- 
sures which  are  contracted  and  narrow. 
We  should,  not  therefore  set  bars  in  the 
waj  of  those  who  are  willins  to  enter  and 
lalMur  in  the  church  of  God.    When  the 
disciples  came  to  Christ,  and  complained 
that  there  were  some  who  cast  out  devils 
in  bis  name,  and  said,  <<  we  forbad  them, 
because  they  followed  not  us ;"  what  did 
our  Saviour  do  i    Did  he  send  them  tests 
and  articles  to  be  subscribed  ?  Did  he  ask 
them  whetheY  they  lielieved  this  or  that 
dogma   of  faith  ?    Whether    they   were 
Athanasians,  or  Arians,  or  Arminiaos? 
No— he  delivered  that  admirable  and  com- 
prehensive maxim:    *<  He    that   is    not 
against  roe,  is  for  me ;  go  ye  and  say  like- 
wise.** 

Mr.  Charles  Fox  said,  he  was  against 
rejecting  the  petition,  if  it  was  meant  as  a 
method  of  shewing  contempt,  but  should 
be  against  receiving  it,  as  a  reception 
vould  be  a  kind  i  f  engagement  to  proceed, 
vhich  he  hoped  would  not  be  done :  that 
^  Articles  savoured  of  Christian  charity, 
but  taught  such  mysteries  as  ought  not  to 
be  forc^  down  the  throats  of  young  per- 
lons:  that  m  Oxford,  where  the  oaths  of 
><>pretDacy  and  allegiance  could  not  be 
^dmiustere^  before  Uie  age  of  sixteen,  an 
ttie&t  to  the  Articlea  was  required  by  sta- 


tute, however  voung  the  person  was  ad-  . 
mitted*:  that  he  hoped  the  universities 
would,  as  he  found  they  could,  relieve  in 
t^at  particular,  and  that  a  minbter  who 
would  subscribe  the  Articles,  and  after- 
wards preach  against  them,  would  make 
little  impression  on  his  audience, 

Mr.  Sawbridge  said,  the  Articles  were 
so  strikingly  abiurd,  that  he  wished  them 
to  be  read,  and  would  read  them  himself; 
but  having  gone  through  a  few  of  them, 
declared  he  would  not  attempt  to  expose 
them  further  than  they  did  themselves. 

Mr.  Richard  Salter  said,  the  Articles 
were  too  absurd  to  be  defended. 

Mr.Dunnifigsaid,  the  subscription  to  the 
Articles  was  indefensible,  they  were  so  pal- 
pably ridiculous.  He  never  would  advise 
the  king  to  consult  the  convocation,  nor 
any  assembly,  but  his  parliament.  He  ob- 
served, that  such  a  picture  had  been 
drawn  of  the  church  of  England,  that  he 
began  to  doubt  if  he  was  a  member  of  it  or 
no.  We  had  been  told  that  the  church 
of  England  would  never  forget  what  it 
had  suffisred  from  the  dissenters;  now 
he  had  all  along  supposed  it  to  be  one 
of  the  first  maxims  of  the  church  to  forget 
and  forgive.  He  said  the  noble  lord  who 
had  made  such  good  use  of  poppy  and 
mandragora  to  lull  to  deep  the  civil  dis- 
sensions of  the  nation,  need  not  fear  a 
dose  from  him  having  the  same  effect 
in  religious  ones. 

Mr.  r.  Pitt  read  a  quotation  from 
bishop  Burnet  to  prove  tjhe  inexpediency 
of  all  creeds  that  were  complicated,  in 
which  he  concluded  with  saying,  that  that 
of  the  church  of  England  was  complicated* 
He  had  heard  no  argument  urgea  against 
the  petition,  that  would  not  impeach  the 
Reformation. 

Mr.  Solicitor  General  Wedderbwm  said, 
he  was  surprised  to  hear  a  doubt  of  the 
right  to  alter  the  Act  of  Union,  when  it 
was  alreadv  altered  both  as  to  the  Eng- 
lish and  Scotch  church :  the  former,  by 
the  Act' against  occasional  conformity,  the 
latter  by  the  act  which  destroyed  elective 
patronages.  He  thought  the  petition 
ought  not  to  be  complied  wtUi,  but 
should  vote  for  receiving  it,  for  that  at 
present  it  was  not  before  Che  House, 
and  he  did  not  regularly  know  the  prayet. 
The  universities,  which  were  to  prepare 
them  for  all  the  learned  professions,  and 
to  make  persons  fit  members  of  parliament, 
ought  to  be  under  parliamentary  cogniz- 
ance, if  they  did  not  take  care  to  reform 
thiempdves.   He  coidd  mt  cpn^ve  bMl 
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a  prescription  was  equally  efficacious,  arid 
proper  to  be  followed,  whether  the  phy- 
Rcian  had  signed  the  Articles,  or  not. 

Dr.  J%y  said,  thiat  the  subscription  to 
the  articles  of  matriculation  in  the  uni- 
-versities  was  iniproper,  and  ought  to  be, 
and  he  hoped  woula  be  remedied,  but  not 
by  the  interference  of  parliament,  if  the 
litoiversities  could  do  it  themselves.  He 
.  thought  the  Petition  should  have  been 
presented  to  the  Lords,  with  whom  all 
clerical  matters  began,  as  divorces,  &c. 
not  that  he  doubted  the  right  of  the  House 
to  originate  any  matter  that  it  pleased, 
but  because  amongst  the  members  of  the 
other  House  there  were  special  guardians 
of  the  church. 

Mr.  Cooper  said,  the  Petition  was  before 
the  House  sufficiently ;  that  it  mast  be 
rejected,  because  it  removed  the  pillars  of 
the  church,  without  substituting  any  other 
support. 

Sir  W,  Meredith  said,  he  did  not  ex- 
pect to  hear  that  objection,  which  amouiit- 
ed  f o  a  censure  on  the  modesty  of  the  pe- 
titioners, who  did  not  presume  to  dictate ; 
that  the  Articles  taught  as  divine,  not  only 
what  were  not  the  attributes  of  God,  but 
what  must  be  peculiarly  the  attributes  of 
ttie  devil,  if  we  suppose  the  devil  the  most 
unjust  of  beings  2  that  the  Articled  were  a 
notoVious  falsehood:  that  no  minister 
.  would  defend  the  doctrines  of  them  in  a 
strict^/ grammatical  sense,  before  his  pa- 
rish: that  he  repented  his  candour  in 
openinff  the  Petition:  that  the  Schism 
Act  which  alters  is  stibsequent  to  the 
Union :  that  understanding  the  articles  of 
subscription  in  another  sense  than  was 
intended  by  the  compilers,  and  was  strictly 
grammatical,  was  mere  hypocrisy:  and 
that  he  himself  would  subscribe,  if  the 
noble  lord  would  prove,  as  he  asserted, 
their  conformity  to  scripture. 

Lord  North  denied  saying  the  Articles 
were  conformable  to  scripture. 

Sir  //.  Hoghton  said,  he  was  happy  in 
the  free  exercise  of  his  own  opinion,  and 
wished  every  one  the  same  happiness. 

Then  the  Question  being  put,  that  the 
said  Petition  be  brought  up ;  the  House 
divided.*    The  Yeas  went  forth. 
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r  ♦  Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Mr.  Gibboo  to 
Mr.  Holroyd  j  «<  Boodles,  Saturday  night,  Fe- 
Ijpuary  8,  ITTa.  Thoogb  it  is  very  lale.  and 
the  bell  tells  me  that  I  bave  Jiot  above  ten  mi- 
notes  left,  I  employ  ibem  with  pleasure  in  con- 
gratulating you  CD  the  late  victory  of  oar  dear 
marama  the  church  of  EngTaod.  8he  bad  last 
Thorsday  n  rebeffieas  sons,  who  pretended  to 


Yeas 


Tellers. 

[Sir  WiUiam  Meredith  \  ^ 
Sir  Henry  Hoghton  -  J    '^ 


Noes  j^i'  ^/^f-  ^^^^^6*'^  1 217 
(^  (Mr.  Jenkinson  -    -    -J 

So  it  passed  in  the  negative; 


List  of  the 
Allen,  Beajamio 
Aubrey,  Joba 
Aufrere,  George 
Baker,  William 
Barne,  Miles 
Barr^,  Isaac 
fiarririgton,  sir  Jobo 
Borgoyne,  Jobo 
Byng,  Geofge. 
Cavendish,  lord  Geo. 
Cavendisb,  lord  Fred. 
Cavendish,  lord  Jahn 
Chotmley,  Nathaniel 
Clarke,  Godrrey 
Clayton,  sir  Robert 
Clive,  George 


Minority. 

Colebroke,  sir  G«oif  • 
Coxe,  Hippisley 
Darner,  hon.  Joba 
Darner,  John 
Darner,  hon.  George 
Davers,  sir  Cbarin 
Dempster,  George 
IXelaval,  sir  Joba 
DttDComb,  Thomas 
Dunning,  John 
Dunt2e,  John 
Edmonstooe,  Arch. 
Famaby,  sir  Charles 
l^letcher,  Henry 
Frankland,  sir  Tho. 
Fraokland,  Wiftiam 


set  aside  her  will  on  account  of  insanity :  but 
Sir  worthy  champions,  beaded  by  lord  North, 
Burke,  Hans  Stanley,  Charles  Fox,  &c.  though 
they  allowed  the  39  elatrtes  of  her  testament 
were  absurd  and  unreasonable,  supported  the 
validity  of  it  with  infinite  humour.'^  Gibbon'i 
Miscellaneous  Works,  vol.  1,  p.  447. 

<*  I  mentioned  the^fetition  to  parliament  for 

removing'  the  subscription  to  the  89  Articles. 

Johnson.  *  It  was  soon  thrown  ont.    Sir,  they 

talk  of  not  making  boys  at  the  University  sub' 

scribe  to  what  they  ito  not  understiod ;  bot 

they  odvrht  to  oonsider,  that  our  Universities 

were   founded  to  brinsr  up  members  ^br  the 

church  of  Engrland,  and  we  roust  not  sopiily 

our  enemies  with  arms  from  our  arsenal.    ^% 

Sir,  the  meaning  of  suliscribing  is,  not  that  they 

fully  understand  aH  the  Articles,  but  tliat  they 

will  adhere  to  the  church  of  England.    No# 

take  it  io  this  way,  and  suppose  that  they 

should  only  subscribe  their  udhereoce  to  the 

church  of  England,  there  would  be  still  the 

same  difficulty  ;  for  still  the  young  men  n'o<i><' 

be  subscribing  to  what  they  do  not  uoderstaod. 

For  if  you  should  ask  them.  What  «lo  you 

mean  by  the  church  of  England  ?    Do  yo« 

know  In  what  it  differs  from  the  i'resbytenan 

church  ?  from  the  Romish  church  ?  from  *"! 

Greek  church  P    from  the  Coptick  church  r 

they  could  not  tell  you.    8o,  Sir,  it  come* » 

the  same  thing.'    BosweU.   *  But,  8ir,  wouis 

it  not  be  sufficient  to  sobscribe  the  0ihl«^ 

Johnton,  «  Why  no,  Sir;  for  all  s«dls  will soijjj 

scribe  the  Bible ;  nay,  the  MabomeUas  wi» 

subscribe  the  Bible,  tor  the  Mahometans  jc- 

knowledge  Jesus  Christ,  as  well  as  Moses,  o?J 

maintain   that  God  sent  Mahomet  ss  a  »]'" 

greater  prophet  tbftn  either.'  '*    Bm^^^^  *  ^ 

ofDr.Johiisoii. 


(hrrniior,  toril  Get. 
Grofe,  William 
GiiHT,  Bir  Wiiiiaip 
H;<bey,Th(>raas 
Hanbury,  John 
Han,  Wiiriam  Ne? iTe 
Berfierl,  Henry 
Honywooil,  Phifip      ' 
Hutham,  Betumont 
Hoifhioo,  sir  H. 
Hmey,  Wiilimm 
IrwiOy  John 
Keppel,  boD.  Aci^. 
broche,  James 
Mirshadi,  boo.  C. 
Meredith,  sir  Wifliftm 
Holeswortb,  sir  Jcfhii 
Molyof  ux,  Crijip 
MflnlaoDt,  sir  dhwleft 
Olifer,  Rtcbaril 

P^IMfUMlyloril 


on  the  Mutiny  Bill, 

Pitt,  Thomas 
Poirlet,  George 
Hushout,  John 
Sa?  ile,  sir  Geoive 
Saunders,  sir  Uharles 
Sawbrid^e,  John 
Scudamore,  John 
SeyiTionr,  Henry 
Sianderty  Frederic 
Thompson,  Beilby 
Townsbend,  The.  jun. 
Trecotbick,  Barloi^ 
Van  Neck,  Geo.  VYm. 
Wakh,  William 
Weddell,  William 
Wedderbiirne,  Alex. 
Wbitmore,  Thomas 
Wilkmson,  Atidrew 
Wmninifton,  sir  Edir. 
Wrby,  sir  Cecil 


Debate  on  a  Motion  for  a  Neu}  Writ  for 
irarwibt.]  Feb,  12.  Mi:.  Alderman  Saw- 
bridge  produced  and  read  to  the  House, 
one  of  ttie  {>apers  called  the  London  Ga- 
teUe,  containing  authentic  notice,  that  ti 
ne»  connnission  of  the  Board  of  Trade  and 
Piantatioins  had  issued  under  .  the  great 
Mai,  appointing  certain  gj^ntJemen,  mem- 
ben  of  the  Hoose,  commissioners  of  that 
boari  He  then  desired  that  the  act  of 
ptrliament,  of  the  6th  of  Anne,  chap.  7, 
Kc^h  might  be  read,  which  was  read, 
aod  is  as  follows:  <*  PrOtided  always,  that 
if  any  person,  being  chosen  a  member  of 
^Houie  of  Commons,  shall  accept  of 
any  office  of  profit  fttHn  the  crown,  during 
such  time  as  lie  shall  continue  a  member, 
bis  election  shall  and  is  hereby  declared 
Toid^  and  a  new  writ  shall  issue  for  a  new 
electioQ,  as  if  such  person  so  accepting 
vBSDSturally  dead;  provided,  nevertheless, 
tbatsuch  person  shall  be  capable  of  being 
^m  elected,  as  if  his  pUice  had  Aot  be- 
come foid  as  aforesaid.'*  Upon  this  he 
nt(^ed,  X  that  the  Speaker  do  issue  his 
warrant  to  the  clerk  of  the  croim,  that  a 
»rit  may  i^sue  for  the  electing  a  member 
for  Cambridge  in  the  room  of  Soame 
"^^i^yns,  esq.  who,  during  such  time  as  he 
continued  a  member  of  the  House,  had 
accepted  of  the  office  of  one  of  the  Com- 
tt«»s!<)tocl^  of  the  Boaid  of  Trade,  an  office 
<>f  profit." 

The  ministry  thought  hfm  not  in  eamett 
*nd  were  disposed  to  be  merry ;  but  they 
^oon  found  that  the  matter  led  to  serious 
consequences. 

^ir  Gti6ei^  FMoi  hdped  the  gentkfman 
l^oold  Hot  ndve  fhr  th^  writ  hi  the  libMfice 
^t^e«ei^r  coneeraed,*wh0A  the  House 


A.  D.  17?2.  fSSg 

could  not  know  whether  he  had  accepted 
or  not. 

Mr.  Smobridge  said  he  moved  for  the 
writ,  that  the  gentlen\an  concerned  might 
not  incur  the  penalty  provided  by  law,  if 
he  did  sit  in  the  House  after  his  acceptance 
of  the  office ;  but  if  amy  objections  were 
made  to  the  moving  for  the  writ  of  tint 
gentleman,  as  he  was  absent^  he  meant 
nothing  personal,  he  took  him  a^  his  name 
stood  first;  however,  as  he  saw  in  the 
House  a  noble  lord  who  was  likewise  ap- 
pointed in  this  new  commission,  and  who,' 
m  this  place,  could  tell  the  House  whether 
he  had  accepted  or  not,  he, moved  the 
House,  <<  That  the  Speaker  do  issue  his 
warrant  to  the  clerk  of^the  crown,  to  make 
out  anew  writ  for  the  electing  of  4&  burgess 
to  serve  in  this  present  pariiament  for  the 
borough  of  Warwick,  m  the  county  of 
Warwick,  in  the  room  of  lord  GrevQlob 
who,  since  his  election  for  the  said  borough^ 
hath  accepted  tho  office  of  one  of  the 
Commissioners  for  Trade  and  Phintatioiuk^ 

Lord  Greville  making  no  answer,  whe- 
ther he  had  accepted  the  place  or  not ; 

Mr.  Satobridge  continued,  that  as  lord 
Greville  would  give  no  answer,  it  must  be 
presumed  he  had  accepted  the  place ;  that 
in  man^  sort  of  places  it  might  be  dfflcuh 
if  not  impossible,  to  briiiff  evidence  of  the 
actual  acceptance,  and  that  therefore  the 
House  had  a  right  to  demand  of  the  person 
so  charged ;  that  the  spirit  of  the  FUice  B3I, 
plainly  pofnted  out,  that  such  place  again 
aecepted  ought  to  be  vacant,  aa  the  eleo- 
tors  might  approve  their  representathre^ 
acceptance  w  a  place,  m  concert  with 
others  of  whom  they  bad  a  good  opinion^; 
but  seeing  him  afterwards  change  his  prm- 
ciples  so  as  to  join  a  ministry  contrary  to 
their  inclination,  though  he  retained  the 
same  place,  yet  he  stifi  ought  to  be  sent 
back  to  Uiem. 

As  the  ministry  durst  not  give  a  flat 
negative  to  this  propositioa,  the  words  of 
the  Act  of  parliament  being  pi^tty  clear, 
they  reinarke4  that  legal  proof  of  the  ae- 
oeptance  wl»  not  bemre  the  House.  On 
this  groQHd  the  matter  was  left.  The  mi- 
nistry then  mofod  the  order  of  the  day,  hi 
opposition  to  the  motion  foi:  the  writ, 
which  was  carried  upon  a  diviaioo  of  117 
to  7. 

D^aie  in  the  Cmm<m  tm  the  M^m^ 
Bm.'}  Ix)rdBarviiigtonas^ad,thalttie 
topettDf  tiMMiftiiy  VIM^tead. 
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Governor  P&oonaU  said : 

Sir ;  I  beg  that  the  progress  of  the 
Bill  may  be  suspended ;  that  the  doubts 
which  have  arisen,  touching  the  legality 
>4)f  the  military  government  establishment  in 
America,  and  the  nature  and  power  of 
the  commissioners  by  which  it  was  exer- 
cised, might  be  taken  inio  serious  consi- 
deration; because,  even  if  it  should  be 
found  that  the  powers  and  the  commission 
were  legal;  of  by  any  mean^  could  be  made 
•o,  it  would  then  be  necessary  to  make  an 
alteration  and  amendment  in  the  Bill  you 
are  now  reading,  in'  order  to  impower  his 
Majesty  to  issue  his  commission  for  holding 
court  martials  in  America,  to  his  military 
commander  in  chief  in  those  his  dominions, 
as  the  present  will  give  no  such  powers,  and 
the  whole  of  the  proceeding  thereon  from 
beginning  to  end  were  illegal.  This  ques- 
tion is  of  no  iess  import  than,. whether  or 
^ot  there  shall  remain,  established  by 
power,  against  law  and  the  constitution, 
militaiy  government  in  America,  exclu- 
sive of  the  supreme  civil  magistrate  there  ? 
I  am  sorry  to  find  such  a  heedless  inatten- 
tion in  gentlemen  to  the  concern  of  public 
liberty.  I  find  there  is  not  a  disposition 
€Ven  to  attend  to  the  consideration,  I 
•hall  therefore  only  state  the  question, 
and  the  doubts  which  have  arisen,  point 
oat  what  ought  to  be  done,  and  leave  the 
matter  with  the  House.  It  may  be  re- 
membered that  two  years  ago  I  moved  an 
Address  to  his  Majesty,  that  he  would  be 
pleased  to  order  the  several  powers  and 
authorities,  contained  in  the  charters  and 
commissions  of  government,  which  the 
British  subjects  in  America  do  of  so  full 
and  i>erfect  right  enjoy  there,  might,  be 
examined  and  compareid  with  the  powers 
presumed  to  be  granted  in,  and  actually 
exercised  by  the  military  commissions.  1 
Stated  the  power  of  each,  shewed  them  to 
be  incompatible  with  each  other,  and  il- 
legal; suted  all  the  hn{)racticable  difficul- 
ties which  had  arisen  in'  the  exercise,  and 
all  the  doubts  which  had  actually  arisen 
amongst  even  his  Majesty's  officers  and 
ministers.  The  ministers  did  in  the  fiice 
of  the  House  then  acknowledge  that 
doubts  had  arisen  with  Ins  Majesty's  ser- 
mmts ;  that  they  had  been  laid  before  his 
Majesty,  and  he  had  ordered  them  to  be 
referred  to  his  counsel  learned  in  the  law : 
upon  this  the  motion  was  withdrawn ;  it 
would  have  been  indecent  and  unjust  to 
have  uiged  that  as  a  motion  of  the  House, 
which  bia.MigeBty  of  hit  own  gracious 


purpose  had  ordered  to  be  done.  The 
Attorney  and  Solicitor  General,  have 
given  an  opinion  uoon  a  case  in  conse- 
quence of  that  reference.  I  have  seen 
it.  The  same  doubts  and  difficulties  still 
remain,  and  are  the  more  dangeroaS)  bj 
the  presumption  that  the  practice  is  justi* 
fied  and  supported  by  the  opinions  of  these 
crown  lawyers.  I  will  venture  to  affirm, 
and  do  affirm,  that  the  case  is  not  &ct, 
and  the  opinions  not  law.  I  am  ready  to 
maintain  and  jus^fy  my  opinion.  I  cannot 
argue  from  a  private  pi^er  in  my  pocket, 
and  therefore  that  I  may  have  the  oppor- 
tunity of  calling  for  the  case  and  opinion 
of  the  Attorney  and  Solicitor  General,  in 
order  to  bring  on  in  form  the  co^8ider^ 
tion  of  this  great  question,  I  move,  that 
the  further  reading  of  the  Report  be  ad- 
joumed. 

Lord  Barrington  : 

The  hon.  gentleman  moves  the  ad- 
journment of  the  progress  of  this  Bill, 
only  to  come  at  the  case  and  opinion  re- 
ferred to.  I  see  no  reason  for  ppstponiog 
the  progress  of  this  Bill,  which  goes  in  its 
i^ual  form;  but  I  shall  object  to  the  ad- 
journment expressly,  as  I  object  to  the 
calling  for  a  private  opinion  ofthekwyers 
of  the  crown,  given  to  an  office  upon  a. 
case  stated  in  the  course  of  their  business; 
if  this  was  ^admitted  to  be  done^  the  ser- 
vants of  the  crown  would  never  be  safe.  I 
do  not  know  whether  any  error,  or  false 
judgment,  or  opinion  ffiven  thus  in  pri- 
vate, when  it  was  made  public  and  au* 
thenticated  by  being  laid  before  the  House, 
mi^ht  not  be  liable  to  censure,  might  not 
be'impeachi^le.  I  shall  therefore  never 
consent  to  any  thing  which  may  put  mat- 
ters in  such  a  case.  But  why  stir  these 
questions  now  ?  The  whole  of  this  busi- 
ness is  settled,  and  nobody  concerned  ob* 
jects  to  it.  I  do  therefore  give  my  nega* 
tive  to  the  motion.  If  the  gentleman  who 
moved  this  has  a  mind  to  make  his  objec- 
tions, he  may  debate  the  point  on  his  own 
opinion. 

Governor  JohnHone  : 

I  shall  not  on  this  occasion  go  into 
any  reasoning  and  argument  upon  die 
question ;  this  u  not  the  time;  but  I  rise 
to  declare  my  opinion,  that  the  militsit 
conunission,  granted  under  the  £reat  seal 
to  the  comnumder  in  chief  of  his  Majesty  i ; 
troops  in  America,  is  illegal.  I  shsllbej 
alwajTB  ready  to  maintain  that  opiniooi 
from  the  imture  of  the  a^ml  ^omm^ 
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noDS  granted  to  supreme  civil  magistrates 
in  the  provinces.  lAtti  also  founded  and 
lupported  in  what  I  affirm  by  the  opinions 
of  the  greatest  lawyers  in  this  kingdom. 
Upon  the  point  of  the  expediency,  I  say- 
it  is  impracticable,  and  I  could  ^ve  a  de- 
tail of  blunders  and  illegal  practices'in  the 
exercise  of  these  powers,  as  would  prove 
to  be  a  decided  conviction ;  but  even  sup- 
pose all  were,  as  the  practice  of  the  minis- 
ters, and  the  opinions  of  the  state  lawyers 
fuppose  matters  to  be,  you  must  alter  and 
amend  your  Mutiny  Bill.  T6  whom  is 
tbe  King  empowered  by  that  Bill  to  grant 
his  commission  for  holding  general  court 
martials?  Why,  to  his  Majesty's  governor^ 
or  commander  in  chief  respectively  ;  that 
is,  to  die  supreme  magistrate,  his  locum 
tenens  respectively,  not  the  military  com- 
inaodet  in  chief.  This  law  stands  now  in 
the  very  words  it  did  before  there  was  any 
militaij  commander  in  cliief  in  America ; 
coald  It  then  refer  to  that  office  before  it 
was  created  ?  If  therefore  the  military 
gentlemen  will  *v^nture  to  exercise  these 
powers,  I  speak  it  for  their  sakes,  you 
mutt  give  them  legal  authority* 

Goremor  PaaanaU  : 

I  know  it  is  to  no  purpose  to  press 
a  motioa  which  a  majority  is  )Bble  to  re- 
fine; but  if  those  gentlemen,  who  have 
tbe  power  in  their  hands,  will  let  us  have 
Ae  case  and  opinion,  and  by  that  means 
a  proper  grouna  for  debating  the  question, 
I  am  ready  to  meet  thein  on  that  ground; 
but  I  will  not  raise  and  debate  speculative 
qoestions,  as  if  this  House  were  a  Robin- 
bood  society.  However,  I  see  in  his 
P^  one  of  the  learned  gentlemen  who 
■igned  this  opinion  ;  if  he  will  in  his  place 
"K  Qp  and  aefend  the  present  establish- 
ntent  and  practice  on  that  opinion,  I  am 
reidv  to  meet  that  argument. 

The  question  being  put,  passed  in  the 
negatiTe. 

l^ehate  in  the  Commons  on  the  Church 
-Va/tem  Tempus  BiU.*2  Feb.  17.  Mr. 
Hnry  Seymour  moved  for  leave  to  bring 

*  "  A  motion  was  soon  after  made  for  leate 
telniig  in  a  bill  to  quiet  tlie  possessions  of  the 
tjl^m  afpiintt  dormant  claims  of  the  church. 
Haoy  ard^iiinents  were  broo^ht  upon  this  oc- 
^ioQ,  to  shew  that  a  limitation  of  this  nature 
^u  Decenary  with  respect  to  the  church, 
^uhid  been  in  regard  to  the  crown ;  and  that 
1^  was  no  more  reason  why  the  people 
MiOQlri  be  disturbed  in  their  possessions  under 
^  pin  of  inmeinbrial  time  of  tbe  one,  than 


in  a  Bill  for  quieting  the  subjects  of  this, 
realm  against  the  dormant  claims  of  the 
Church.  He  observed,  that  he  had  given 
notice  in  the  House  of  this  intention,  so 
long  ago  as  in  the  last  session,  that  cotm* 
try  gentlemen  might  h^ve  time  to  make 
enquiry  among  their  cdnstituents,  whe- 
ther such  claims  had  not  bten  made, 
under  the  sanction  of  the  church  plea  of 
immemorial  time,  to  the  alarm,  the  disad- 
vantage, the  detriment,  and  oppression  of 
private  families.  That  every  subject  in 
the  realm  had  his  property  and  possession 
ascertained  to  himself  and  his  heirs,  W 
acts  of  limitation,  which  had  passed  at  dif* 
ferent  periods  for  his  relief  and  security ; 
and  that  the  crown  itself,  to  render  that 
property  still  more  secure  against  its  own 
nullum  tempus  power,  had  given  way,  and 
yielded  to  the  public  grievance ;  that  tbe 
church  now  stood  single,  acting  against 
the  lay  subjects  of  the  crown,  and  supe- 
rior in  point  of  law  claims  to  ihe  crown 
itself;  that  length  of  possession,  which 
fortified  and  strengthened  legal  right  and 
just  title  in  every  other  case,  did  in  this 
alone  render  them  more  weak  and  uncer- 
tain; that  his  wish  and  desire  was  this,  to 
put  every  subject  in  this  free  country  upon 
the  same  footing,  in  point  of  common  law  $ 
that*  the  subjects, '  m  his  opinion,  were 
entitled  by  thmr  birth-right,  as  freemeo, 
to  the  blessings  of  such  a  situation,  and 
he  apprehended  that  this  Bill  would  an- 
swer that  great  salutary  purpose.  He 
added,  that  various  instances  could  be 
quoted  to  shew  how  oppressively  this 
diurch  power  had  been  used;  but  he 
would  name  one  only,  which  was  well 
known  to  the  gentlemen  of  the  law ;  he 
meant  that  of  a  member  of  their  own 
(who  afterwards  acknowledged  the  fact), 
whose  family  at  this  instant  was  120,0(M. 
the  worse  by  the  claim  of  a  bishop  upon 
his  lands,  afler  the  quiet  possession  for 
above  100  vears^  He  said,  that  as  to  the 
poor  parochial  clergy,  he  wished,  and  was 
ready  to  give  them  any  ease  or  advantage 
that  could  be  pointed  out,  provided  it  was 
not  intended  to  strike  at  the  principle  of 


nnder  the  Nullum  Tempus  power  of  the  other. 
That  the  church  now  stood  single,  acting 
against  the  lay  subjects  of  the  crown,  and  su- 
perior in  point  of  taw  claims,  to  the  crown  it- 
self; and  that  erery  subject  in  this  free  coun- 
try sbould.be  put  upon  the  same  footiojpf,  in 
point  of  common  law.  Instances  were  pointed 
out  of  the  heavy  grtevances  that  attended  tbe 
revival  of  these  dormant  and  obsolete  claims; 
and  one  in  particular,  of  a  gentlensan  then  pre- 
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the  Bill;  that  he  ha4  made  this  ^Sci  to 
the  two  metropolitans,  .and  deaired  that 
their  lordships  would  point  out  in  what 
,  manner  thic)  might  be  most  effectually 
done:  that  thi^  Bill  differed  even  from 
(hat  of  the  crown,  for  it  gave  the  period 
of  three  incumbencies  added  to  the  sixty 
jears,  &c 

Mr.  r.  Tawnshend^  thoosh  he  opposed 
the  measure,  acknowjedgea  tlie  candour 
with  which  his  friend  had  acted. 

Mr.  Skinner  explained  to  the  House 
Ihe  origin  of  this  claim  in  the  church, 
.  tracing  the  ecclesiastical  powers  and  pro- 
perties from  the  first  establishment  of 
.tjthes  in  thifii  kingdom,  sliewing  the  rea- 
sonableness of  this  advantage  in ,  the 
church,  and  the  necessity  of  preserving  it, 
to  guard  it  against  the  encroacliments  of 
•  the  laity ;  observing,  that  in  the  Exche- 
quer courts,  almost  all  the  causes  heard 
JLere  were  determined  in  its  favour,  which 
was  a  strong  presumption  of  the  utility  of 
it  The  nullum  tempus  claimed  by  the 
crown,  and  put  an  ena  to  by  a  statute  law, 
was  an  engine  in  the  hands  of  the  strong 
to  oppress  the  weak ;  whereas  the  nullum 
tempus  of  the  church  was  a  defence  to  the 
weaK  against  thealrong.   , 

He  was  answered  ib  a  masterly  manner 

I       I  W  PPli    ■  I     I  I     ■        »i|l  I    ■  I 

.gent,  whose  family  ware  fesers  to  the  amoant 
of  iao»000^-  hf  a  bishop's  reviving  a  claim  of 
.Ibis  oatUK,  thoq^  tlM»y  had  been  io  quiet 
.noBsession  of  the  astate  b  questioa  above  an 
.LitDdred  years. 

■*  On  the  other  hand  it  was  said,  that  thit 
power  of  reviving  claims  was  absolutely  neces- 
sary to  the  choreb  to  preserve  her  from  those 
encroachments,  which  the  laity  were  always 
'titling,  if  not  endeavouring,  Io  make  ufMm  her; 
^bat  she  bad  been  anificieotly  stripped  at  the 
Beferoiation  ;  and  that  as  our  forefathers  then 
saw  the  necessity  of  wh^t  was  left  being  for 
ever  secured  to  ner,  the^  for  that  purpose  or- 
dered/that  no  length  of  time  should  be  a  bar  to 
her  claims.  That  the  effects  of  this  bill  would 
.  fall  particularly  npon,  and  be  peculiarly  inju- 
rious to  the  poorer  clergy,  who  were  frequently 
unable  to  defend  their  rights,  against  the  com- 
bination of  rich  fanners,  and  the  oppressions  of 
their  great  neighbours ;  that  the  peculiar  situa- 
tion and  quick  succession  of  incumbents,  made 
them  particularly  liable  to  snifer  encroach- 
ments, and  tbat.it  would  be  very  hard,  that  the 
weakness  or  inability  of  the  present  possessor, 
should  deprive  his  successors  of  their  property, 
and  of  the  -only  means  they  had  of  support. 
That  the  NuUnm  Tempus  claimed  hy  the 
.crown,  was  an  engine  in  tbe  hands  of  the 
atroog  to  oppress  the  weak ;  but  that  tlie  Nul- 
him  Tempus  of  tbe  church,  was  a  defence  to 
Ihe  weak  against  tbe  strong. 


by  Mr.  Cornwall,  who  also  went  into  the 
more  remote  periods  of  the  church ;  shev- 
io^,  at  di&rent  tinues,  the  different  usiup- 
ations. 

Mr.  George  Onslow  replied,  but  he 
unfortunately  quoted  Grotius,  which, 
Mr.  Burke  observed  afterwards,  was  from 
a  small  edition  of  that  author ;  as  the  ge- 
neral opinion  of  that  writer,  in  favour  of 
limited  prescription,  rather  opposed  than 
confirmed  Mr.  Onslow's  assertions. 

Lord  North  also  spoke  on  the  saioe 
side,  and  tlie  Lord  Advocate  of  Seetland, 
who  gave  as  a  reason  in  favour  of  the  Bill, 
though  he  voted  against  it,  that  a  law  of 
a  similar  nature  had  passed  in  Scotlaod, 
and  that  the  whole  kingdom,  cler^  as 
well  as  laity,  found  ihe  very  best  effects 
from  it,     ^         ' 

Mr.  DiAJodemeU  spoke  well  for  the  BiH. 

Mr.  Edmund  Burke  :* 

Sir ;  if  I  considered  this  Bill  as  an 
attack  upon  the  church,  brought  in  for 
the  purpose  of  impoverishing  and  weakeo- 
ing  the  clergy,  I  should  oe  one  of  the 
foremost  in  an  early  and  vigorous  oppofii* 
tion  to  it. 

I  admit,  the  same  reasons  do  not  prea  | 
for  linutiog  the  claims  of  ihe  church,  that 
existed   for  limiting  the  crowo  by  that 

*'  It  was  replied  on  tbe  other  side,  that  nift 
of  these  objections  were  guarded  against  by  ^ 
proviaions  of  tbe  bill,  in  which  the  limiUtionis 
considerably  extended  in  favour  of  tbe  cletg}  t 
and  a  period  of  three  tnciimbencies  added  w 
the  sixty  years  which  |Lre  allowed  to  tbe  cro«» 
in  the  same  case ;  that  tbe  gentlemsn  whc 
moved  for  the  bill,  and  those  who  supported  i(, 
withed,  and  were  read  v,  to  admit  of  spy  fortlrtr 
ease  or  advantage  to  Ihe  poor  parochial  e\txzs 
that  couhl  be  pointed  out,  and  that  did  net 
strike  at  the  principles  of  .the  bill;  andib^t 
the  first  of  these  had  already  made  his  pro- 
posal to  the  two  roetrvpolitaos,  and  de^ir^^i 
their  lofdshipsi'  assistance  in  it.  But  that  |d 
fact,  the  poor  clergy  were  only  the  mask  of^ 
this  occasion  to  screen  the  rich ;  that  povery 
was  used  as  an  instrument  to  protect  richer. 
and  necessity  employed,  to  guard  and  dtfeuu 
luxury  and  snperfluity.  The  motioD  wai  o}>' 
posed  by  the  whole  force  of  admloiitrati|||J' 
and  it  was  much  complained  of,  that  a  d|>' 
brought  in  npon  public  ground,  and  apparei'|v 
for  the  public  benetit,  should  not  be  allowed  a 
reading.  The  majority,  4iowever,  was  not  «o 
great  as  n.ight  have  been  expected,  tlie  nnm- 
hers  being  117,  to  141,  who  opposed  tbe  qa^' 
tion."    Annual  Register. 

•  See  Burke's  Works,  vol.  10,  p.  U8, 8f« 
edit.  1812« 
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wiseit  of  an  lawsy  whidi  has  secured  the 


property^  the  peace,  and  the  freedom  of.  posed  bonajide  possession. 


this  country  from  the  most  dangerous 
node  of  attack,  which  could  be  made  upon 
them  all. 

I  am  very  sensible  of  the  propriety  of 
maiotaining  that  venerable  body  with  de- 
ceocy  (and  with  more  than  mere  de- 
cency).  I  would  maintain  it  according  to 
the  ranks  wisely  established  in  it  with  Uiat 
sober  and  temperate  splendour,  that  is 
suitable  to  a  sacred  character  invested  with 
bigh  dignity. 

There  ought  to  be  a  symmetry  between 
all  the  parts  and  orders  of  a  state.  A  poor 
clergy  in  an  opulent  nation  can  have  litde 
correq)ondence  with  the  body  it  is  to  in- 
struct, and  it  is  a  disgrace  to  the  public 
sentiments  of  religion.  .  ^uch  irreligious 
frugality  is  even  bad  oeconomy,  as  the  lit- 
tle that  is  given,  is  entirely  thrown  away. 
Such  an  impoverished  and  degraded" 
dergj  io  quiet  times  could  never  execute 
their  duty,  and  in  time  of  disorder  would 
infinitely  aggravate  the  public  confusions. 

That  the  property  of  the  church  is  a 
favoured  and  privileged  property,  I  readily 
admit.  It  is  made  with  great  wisdom, 
sioce  a  perpetual  body  with  a  perpetual 
duty  ought  to  have  a  perpetual  provision. 

The  question  is  not  the  property  of  the 
church,  or  its  security.  The  question  is 
whether  you  will  render  the  principle  of 
P'cscription  a  principle  of  the  law  of  this 
land,  a^d  incorporate  it  with  the  whole  of 
jour  jurisprudence;  whether,  having  given 
It  first  against  the  laity,  then  against  the 
crovn  you  will  now  extend  it  to  the 
church. 

The  acts,  which  were  made,,  giving  li- 
tnitation  against  the  laitv,  were  not  acts 
>g^t  the  property  of  those,  who  might 
be  precludea  by  limitations^  The  act  of 
(juiet  against  the  crown  was  not  against  the 
interests  of  the  crown,  butiigainsta  power 
of'exation. 

If  the  principle  of  prescription  be  not  a 
constitution  of  positive  law,  but  a  principle 
of  natural  equity,  then  to  hola  it  out 
^mt  any  man  is  not  doing  him  injus- 
tice.       "^  /* 

l^t  tithes  are  due  of  common  right  is 
I^^V  granted ;-— and  if  this  principle  had 
j^een  kept  in  its  original  straitness,  it  might 
>adec4  be  supposed  that  to  plead  an  ex- 
^ption  was  to  plead  a  lonff^continued 
^ud ;  and  that  no  man  could  be  deceived 
Jii  such  a  title :  as  the  moment  he  bought 
r^^  he  must  know  that  he  bougrht  land 
'^^   Prescription  could  QOt  aid  him> 

[VOUXYIL] 


for  prescription  can  only  Attach  on  a  sup- 


But  the  fact  is,  that  the  principle  haa 
been  broken  in  upon. ,  Here  it  is  necessary 
to  distinguish  two  sorts  of  property. — 1. 
Land  carries  no  mark  on  it  to  oistiriguish 
it  as  ecclesiastical,  as  tithes  do,  which  are 
a  charge  on  land;  therefore,  though  it 
had  been  made  inalienable,  it  oueht  per- 
haps to  be  subject  to  limitation.  It  might 
honAJide  be  held. 

But  first  it  was  not  originallv  inaliena- 
ble:  no,  not  bv  the  Canon  Law,  until 
the  restraining  Act  of  the  11th  of  Eliza- 
beth. But  the  great  revolution  of  the  dis- 
solution of  monasteries  by  the  81st  H.  & 
ch.  13,  has  so  mixed  and  confounded  eccle- 
siastical with  lay  property,  that  a  man  may 
by  every  rule  of  good  mith  be  possessed 
of  it. 

The  statute  of  oueen  Elizabeth,  ann.l,* 
ch.  1,  gave  away  tne  bishop^s  lands. 

So  far  as  to  lands. 

As  to  tithes,  they  are  not  things,  in  their 
own  nature  subject  to  be  barr^  by  pres- 
cription upon  the  general  principle.  But 
tithes  and  church  lands,  by  the  statutes  of 
Henry  8,  and  the  11th  Eliz.  have  become 
objects  in  commerno  ;  for  by  coming  to  the 
crown  they  became  grantable  in  that  way 
to  the  subject,  and  a  great  part  of  the 
church  lands  passed  through  the  crown  to 
the  people. 

By  passing  to  the  king,  tithes  became 
property  to  a  mixt  party ;  by  passing  from 
the  king,  they  became  absolutely  lay  pro* 
perty ;  the  partitipn-wall  was  broken  down, 
and  tithes  aDd  church  possession  became 
no  longer  synonymous  terms.  No  man 
therefore  might  become  a  fair  purchaser 
of  tithes,  and  of  exemption  from  tithes. 

By  the  statute  of  Elizabeth,  the  lands 
took  the  same  course,  {I  will  not  enquire 
by  what  justice,  good  policy  and  decency) 
but  they  passed  into  lay-lands,  became 
the  object  of  purchases  for  valuable  con- 
sideration, and  of  marriage -settlements. 

Now,  if  tithes  might  come  to  a  layman, 
land  in  the  hands  of  a  layman  might  be  also 
tithe-free.  So  that  there  was  an  object^ 
which  a  layman  might  become  seized  of 
equitably  and  boTia  fide  ;  there  was  some- 
thing, on  which  a  prescription  might 
attach,  the  end  of  which  is  to  secure  the 
natural', well-meaning  ignorance  of  men, 
and,  to  secure  property  by  the  best  of  all 
principles,  continuance. 

I  have  therefore  shown  that  a  layman 
may  be  equitably  seized  of  church  lands*»2. 
Of  Tithe8--S»  Of  ( 


CX] 


'  egKemptioB  from  Tithes; 
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and  yott  will  m>t  contend  that  there  lAoold 

be  no  prescription.    Will  vou  say  that  the 

aHenafions  made  before  the  llux  of  Eli- 
zabeth shall  not  stand  good  ? 

I  do  not  mean  any  thing  against  the 

church,  her  dignities,   her  honour,  her 

privile^ges,  or  her  possessions.    I  should 

wish  even  to  enlarffe.tfaem  all;  not  that 

the  church  of  England  is  incompetently 

endowed.    This  is  to  take  nothing  from 

her  but  the  power  of  makine  herself  odious. 

If  she  be  secure  hefself,  %e  can  have  no 

objection  to  the  security  of  others.  '  For  I 

hope  she  n  secure  from  lay-bigotry  and 

snti-priestcrafty  for  certainly  such  things 

there  are.    I    heartily  wish  to  see  the 
,  church  secure  in  such  possessions  as  will 

Bot  only  enable  her  ministers  to  preach 

the  gospel  with  ease^  but  of  such  a  kmd  as 

wUl .  enable  them  to  preach  it  with  its  full 

efiect — so  that  the  pastor  shall  not  have 

tne  inauspicious  appearance  of  a  tax-ga- 
.  therer ;— such  a  maintenance  as  is  compa- 
tible with  the  civil  prosperity  and  improve- 
ment of  their  country. 

Mr.  Charles  Fox  spoke  well  on  the  same 

side,  in  answer  to  the  Attorney  General, 


who  had  principally  opposed  bringing  in 
the  Bill,  as  not  framea  in  such  a  manner 
as  to  obviate  the  Inconveniencies  com- 
plained of. 

Mr.  Seymour  spoke  again,  and  said, 
that  this  was  the  first  time  since  he  had  sat 
in  parliament,  that  a  minister  objected 
^en  to  having  a  Bill  read,  which  was  evi- 
dently calculated  to  protnote  a  public  food, 
by  redressing  a  public  grievance ;  which, 
considering  his  candour,  was  too  hard  a 
measure ;  that  the  poor  clergy  were  only 
the  DQiisk  used  upon  this  occasion  to  screen 
the  rich :  that  poverty  was  handled  as  an 
l;»tmment  to  protect  riches,  and  necessity 
made  use  of  to  guard  and  defend  luxury 
and  superfluity*  Why  had  his  lordship, 
if  the  poor  clergy  were  his  care  and  regard, 
lately  given  his  brother  a  bishopric  of 
2000/.  per  ann.  and  had  added  to  that  two 
Hvings  in  commeiidam^  which  ought  to 
have  been  the  benefit  of  the  parochial 
elergy  ?  Why  di(j[  not  the  noble  lord  men- 
tion tiie  poor  clergy  as  his  object,  when  he 
acQuainted  him  with  the  contents  dT  his 
Bill,  drc.  Was  he  to  undemand,  when 
the  noble  lord  appeared  smiling  and  cour- 
teous, and  made  no  objection,  dtat  at  tfiat 
moment  his  lordship  meant  opposition? 
He  Hcknowledffed  that  he  did  not  under- 
stand his  lor&iip's  ministerial  counte- 
nance, having  never  attended  his  levees ; 
Ittt,  for  the  mure,  he  Aould  understand 


that  when  .he  apparendy  approved-4it 
tteantto  oppose. 

This  was  giving  lofd  North  in  opporto- 
iidty  whidi  he  mMe  the  most  of.  Among 
other  things  he  observed,  that  it  was  the 
etiquette  of  the  minister,  if  he  could  not 
grant  the  favour  asked  of  him,  at  least  to 
send  home  the  person  refused  in  good 
humour.  This  was  very  weH  undeistood 
by  courtiers:  but  for  such  ignorant  honest 
country  gentlemen  as  the  hon.  member, 
he  thought  it  right  to  explain,  that  when 
he  only  nodded,  or  squeezed  the  band,  or 
did  not  absolutely  promise,  that  he  akrayi 
meant  No :  which  produced  a  great  and 
long  laugh. 

The  House  dhrided.  The  Teat  went 
forth. 

Tellers. 

v«  A  •  IMn  Seymour      -    -    7,,. 

-  Y£As|j^^y/^.^^  -  -  r^^ 

Nnu-Q  J^*'-  '^'  Townshend, jun.l  ^. 
^^^^  tSir  Alexander  GiUnourj  "* 
So'  it  passed  in  the  n^ative. 

Proceedings  respeeting  the  Dday  qftk 
MfmrnatUh  WriU]  Feb.  18.  Eoquirjrwai 
made  concerning  the  delay  of  the  writ  to 
elect  a  new  knight  of  the  shire  for  the 
county  of  Monmouth.  It  appeared  that 
the  writ  had  been  made  out  in  due  time, 
but  that  Mr.  Wilmot,  the  lord  chancellor's 
secretary,  had  sent  a  paper  of  instruction! 
to  the  lord  chancellor's  messenger,  whose 
business  it  was  to  forward  XM  writ  to 
Mopmouth,  directing  him  to  send  it  by  s 
careful  messenger,  who  was  also  charged 
with  a  letter  for  Mr.  Morris.  The 
writ  was  not  to  be  delivered  to  the 
sheriff,  till  the  messenger  had  seen  Mr. 
Morris.  In  consequence  of  these  io' 
structions  a  messenger  was  sent  down,  who 
went  to  Mr.  Morris's  house,  and  in  ha 
garden  Mr.  Morris  came  to  him,  ana 
snatched  the  writ  out  of  his  hand,  and  then 
sent  the  messenger  to  a  friend's  house,  at 
a  few  miles  distance,  to  stay  there  that 
nightt  The  next  morning  he  received  a 
note  from  Mr.  Morris  to  go  to  Gloucestefi 
and  he  would  meet  hirn»  and  give  him 
back  the  writ.  At  Gloucester  he  sent  to 
him,  to  meet  him  at  Bath,  but  neither  did 
Mf.  Morris  come  there;  so  he  saw  no 
more  of  the  wrft,  but  returned  to  London 
to  complain  to  thie  person  who  sent  hiro. 

There  seemed  reason  to  believe  this  to 
be  a  collusion  between  Mr.  Morris  vm 
the  messenger.  The  use  made  by.  Mr. 
Morris  of  this  dday  in  sending  the  vrritto 
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Ae  dieriff  wm  to  pais  over  one  tieotity 
court;  by  which  means  the  eleclicM 
would  hsppen  at  a  towo  where  his  into- 
Kit  vsi  Atroogeat,  as  in  Monmouthshire 
Ike  courts,  are  held  akemately  at  ChefH 
itow  and  Monmouth. 

Several  members  wished  to  screen  Mr. 
Horrify  as  Mtrnj  had  been  in  the  situation 
of  getting  possession  of  the  writ;  but 
afters  short  debate,  it  was  ordered, 

**  That  Valentine  Morris,  esq.  do  'at* 
teat  this  Ho^se  upon  the  28th  instant,  to 
pe  sa  account  to  the  House,  of  his  1m»v- 
Hffi  takep  the  writ  for  the  kst  election  of 
s  ko^l  of  the  shire  to  serve  in  this  pe- 
lent  parUasaeot  for  the  county  of  Mon- 
SMKito,  firom  the  messenger  who  was  sent 
4ewo  to  deliver  the  said  writ  to  the  sherilt 
sad  of  the  iday  in  the  eiecution  of  the 
isidwiiu'' 

P^nmry  28.  Tbe  order  of  the  day 
bdng:  read  fof  the  attendanoe  of  Mr. 
Morri^  he  was  called  in  to  the  bar ;  and 
beii^  asked  hy  Mr,  Speaker,  what  he  had 
to  say  in  answer  to  the  charge  that  bad 
been  made  against  him,  he  adcnowledged 
Asl  the  said  writ  did  come  into  his  hands 
on  the  5th- of  June  last,  and  was  not  deli-' 
ver«d  to  the^eriff  till  the  2l8t ;  but  as- 
lured  the  House,  that  be  did  not  take  the 
writ  from  the  messenger  by  force ;  but  that 
the  said  messenger  did  freely  deliver  the 
same  to  him :  that,  when  he  took  the  writ, 
be  did  not  mean  thereby  to  delay  the 
election  s  but  some  doubts'  arisine  iiritb 
re^>ectto  the  place  of  election,  and  wh^ 
ther  the  county  court  ought  not  to  be 
beld  at  Monmouth,  which  he  said  he  much 
wished,  fearing,  there  would  not  be  a  fair 
election  at  Newport ;  that  he  sent  several 
expresses  to  London  for  the  opinion  of 
counsel,  which  delayed  the  delivery  of 
the  writ ;  and  that  the  said  delay  had  been 
very  detrimental  to  his  interest. ^t  the 
time  of  the  election ;  and  added,  that  no 
person  was  blameaUe  for  any  pf  rt  of  this 
transaction  but  himself  ana  bamuel  Long 
the  messenger :  that  he  was  eatreaaely 
sorry  for  the  tnNible  which  he  had  given ; 
that  he  wtm  very  sensible  of  his  oAnce ; 
snd  honsbly  submitted  hinoself  to  the 
House.  And  then  he  was  directed  to 
withdraw. 

Mr.  i/arfey  said,  that  having  taken  a 
leading  part  in  this  affiiir,  he  could  not  now 
at  down  without  making  a  motion  to  sup- 
port shehcMftour  aaddignity  of  that  House : 
tlias  he  wished  much  to  avoid,  and  hoped 
the  Howe  would  noitkiah  hoaeaat,  any 


penonaT  injuxy  to  Mr.  Morris,  b^t  ha 
thought  the  dignity  of  the  proceedings  of 
that  House  should  be  strictly  adhered  to. 
He  thennu>ved,  «  That  Valentine  Morris^ 
esq.  hariiw  taken  ibe  :writ  for  the  last 
election  of  a  koight  of  the  shire  to  serve 
in  this  pjKsent  parliament  for  the  county 
of  Mo&mouth,  from  the  messenger. who 
was*  sent  down  to-  deliver  the  same  to  tho 
sheriff^  and  having  debyed  the  delivery 
thereof  for  15  days,  is  thereby  guilty  of  a 
violation  of  the  law,  and  a  breach  of  the 
privilege  of  this  House." 

Lord  lioxue  said,  he  thought  the  House 
was  »o  tied  down  by  its  customary  way  of 
punishment  upon  these  occasions,  that 
there  jseemed  to  be  no  medium  of  sentence 
between  an  absolute  dbcharge  and  the  re- 
primand on  the  4nees  ;  the  former  1^ 
thought  too  htde,  the  latter  too  disgrace- 
fol  to  a  gentleman ;  and  wished  that  some 
way  might  be  hit  upon  to  preserve  the 
dignity  of  the  House,  and  to  prevent  the 
owQce  being  coiiunittfld  in  future,  but  wae 
mueh  afraid  there  was  none ;  he  therefore 
said  that  he  should  move  the  previous 
question,  which  he  did,  and  was  seconded 
by  Mr.  Dempster. 

Mr.  Thomas  Totim^end  said,  that  ho 
was  also  very  much  astonished  that  there 
was  no  medium  between  a  discharge  and  a 
reprimaod  upon  the  knees,  which  latter  he 
abhorred ;  but  that  he  intended  to  move, 
by  way  of  amendment,  that  he  be  reprl« 
maoded  standing ;  and  that  afterwards  htf 
m^ant  to  move  a  general  order  to  say^ 
That  no  reprimand  be-  given  by  the 
Speaker  in  future,  upon  the  person  at  ther 
bar  kneeling,  unless  particularly  expressed 
so  in  the  motion  and  .resolution  of  the- 
House. 

Mr.  Solicitor  General  Weddtrbum  said, 
that  he  thought  the  House  must  be  a  vary 
odd  and  uncommonly  formed  society,  or 
tribunal,  in  which  there  was  no  power 
allowed  to  propoirtion  the  punishment  to 
die  crime,  or  to  mitigate  their  judgment 
with  mercy;  that  thev  who  had  made  the 
order,  could  certi^inly-  alter  that  order  | 
and  that  he  hoped  they  would  now  do  it. 

Many  gentlemen  were  much  against 
the  previous  question,  as  they  said  it  was 
makmg  a  gj'eat  stir,  which  would  end  in 
nothing.  The  generality  of  the  House 
seemed  to  wish  that  sOme  punishment 
might  be  inflicted,  but  they  could  not 
agree  what  should  be  done  consistently 
with  nhe  foraw  6i  the  House ;  thiey  all 
seesaed  to  aoree,  that  the  oftepce  sboold 
be  described  in  words  of  the  highest  ag» 
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gravatiohy  but  that  the  punishmeDt  should 
be  Blight.    A  compliment  ought  not  to  be 

eid  to  the  crime,  but  to  Uie  criminal. 
an}r  alterations  were  prcmosed  to  be 
mifde^  but  to  no  e0ect«  The  previous 
question  was  one  thing  that  stood  in  the 
way,  till  withdrawn.  At  last,  after  a  deal 
of  contention  and  confusion,  the  previous 
motion  was  withdrawn  by  consent  of  the 
House,  .and  the  motion,  iii  its  original 
state,  passed  without  a  division,  on  intima- 
tion en  the  following  motion,  which  was 
moved  by  Mr.  Stanley,  and  carried: 
^  That  the  said  Mr.  Morris,  having  ac- 
knowledged his  oflence,  and  -  submitted> 
himself  to  the  House,  he  be  called  in,  and 
acquainted  b^  Mr.  Speaker, '  That  the 
House,  notwithstanding  the  greatness  of 
the  offence,  taking  notice  of  &e  very  full 
land  ingenuous  manner  in  which  he  hath 
acknowledged  the  same,  and  expressed  his 
concern  for  it,  doth  forbear  to  proceed  any 
farther  against  him  ;  and  that  he  be  .dis- 
charged from  any  further  attendance  on 
this.  House/' 

Mr.  Morris  was  accordingly  called  in 
to  the  bar,  without  the  mace ;  and,  stand- 
inj;  there,  was  acquainted,  by  Mr.  Speaker, 
Irith  the  said  resolutions.  And  tnen  he 
was  directed  to  withdraw. 

Standing  Order  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons  respecting  the  Reprimand  of  Delin^ 
quents  &t  the  Bar.']  March  16.  On  the 
motion  of  Mr.  Thomas  Townshend,  it  was 
resolved,  nem.  con.  That,  when  any  person 
shall  from  henceforth  be  brought  to  the 
bar  of  this  House,  to  receive  any  Judg- 
ment of  this  House,  or  to  be  discharged 
from  the  custody  of  the  Serjeant  at  Arms 
attending  this  House,  or  from  any  impri- 
sonment inflicted  by  order  of  the  House, 
such  person  shall  receive  such  judgment, 
or  the  order  of  the  I)ouse,  for  his  dis-, 
charge,  standing  at  the  bar,  unless  it  shdl 
be  otherwise  directed  in  the  order  of  the 
House  made  for  that  purpose. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Resolution  be 
made  a  Standing  Order  of  the  House.* 

*  *(  Until  tbif  Order  was  passed,  all  delin- 
quents received  the  judgment  of  the  Houie 
upon  his  l^nees.  The  alteration  made  by  this 
order  was  adopted  from  the  humanity  of  the 
House ;  whicn  often  hat  occasion  to  inflict  pu* 
nishment  on  persons,  that  would  be  more  sen- 
aibljr  afiected  by  this  ignominious  manner  of 
feceiving  their  sentenoe,  than  by  the  severest 
species  of  penalty  the  House  can  impose." 
Uatsell.  : 


Debate  in  the  Commons  on  Dr.  NotioeWt 
Sermony  preached  before  the  House  onihe 
SOthqfJanuitrt^.]  Feb.  21.  The  House 
having  inadvertently  thanked  Dr.  Newell 
for  his  sermon  on  the  SOth  of  Janoary,  it 
was  published  and  delivered  to  the  mem* 
hers.  On 'reading  it,  there  appeared  in 
the  members  an  universal  detestation  of 
the  piigh  church  doctrines  contained  is 
it,  it  being  to  all  intents  a  libel  on 
King  and  people ;  but  as  the  Thanks  of 
the  House  had  already  been  voted,  they 
could  not  ^consistently  censure  it;  but,  as 
a  side  reflection,  it  was  moved  **  That  for 
the  future,  the  Thanks  of  this  House  be 
not  given  for  any  Sermon  preached  before 
this  House,  until  such  Sermon  shall  hsfe 
been  printed  and  delivered  at  the  door  of 
this  House.''  In  the  course  of  the  debate, 
Mr.  Thomas  Townshend  declared  that  the 
sermon  ought  to  be  burnt  by  the  coounon 
hangman.*  Lord  North,  though  he  could 
not  defend  the  doctrines  of  tlie  preacher, 
yet  moved  the  order  of  the  day,  to  get  rid 
of  such  a  reflection  as  this  would  have 
been  upon  him. 

Among  the  exceptionable  passages  ia 
the  Sermon  were  the  following : 

.  <<  It  has,  indeed,  been  firequentlv  assert- 
ed, that  this  tempest  was  raised  by  other 
causes ;  that  the  despotic  ambition,  the  ar- 
bitrary proceedings  and  the  tyrannical  go- 
vernment of  the  king,  after  numberless  op- 
pressions patiently  submitted  to,  roused,  at 
length,  the  spirit  of  an  injured  people,  in 
defence  of  their  liberty  and  laws:  that 
they  had  frequently  applied  for  redress  of 
grievances ;  had  ouen  petitioned  for  their 
rights,  had  used  every  method  of  persua- 
sion and  remonstrance  without  success, 
before  they  had  recourse  to  those  mea- 
sures, which  a  sense  of  their  injuries  in- 
spired, and  necessity  sufficiently  justified. 
But  to  every  unpriejudiced  person  this 


•  Mr.  Gibbon  to  Mr.  Holroyd,  Feb.  21, 
in«.  "  To-day  the  Hoose  of  Commoniwu 
employed  in  a  very  odd  wsy.  Totnmy  Toirns- 
hend  moved,  that  the  sermon  of  Dr.  Npwell, 
who  presehed  before  the  House  on  the  SOth 
of  January,  (id  est^  before  the  Speaker  and 
four  members,)  should  be  burnt  hy  the  ooo- 
mon  hangman,  as  containing  arbitrary,  tor/i 
higb-flown  doctrines.  The  House  was  oearjy 
agreeing  to  the  motion,  till  they  recollected 
that  they  bad  already  thanked  the  preacberfor 
bis  excellent  discourse,  and  ordered  it  to  be 
printed.  Nowell's  bookseller  is  mucbob!i$r«^ 
to  the  right  bon.  Tommy  Towosbeod."  Gib- 
boo's  Hiscellaoeous  Works,  voL  1,  p.  450. 
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apology  for  rebellion  will  appear  as  gfroond^ 

len  as  it  is  base.    Their  complamts  pre- 
ceded even  their  pretended  grievances, 

and  coBttnued  after  those  grievances  were 

redressed.    They  felt  indeed  one,  which 

to  men  of  th^ir  cast  will  ever  be  a  real 

grievysce,  the  establishment  of  episcopacy 

in  thechurch,-  and  monarchy  in  the  Btate, 

of  both  which  their  levelling  principles 

were  squally  sobversive. 
^'Id  vain  shall  we  look  for  the  begin- 

nioe  of  these  evils  from  any  real  or  pre- 
tended  grievances:    from    any    undue 

stretches  of  prerogativey  from  any  abuse  of 

rojal  power,  those  favourite  topics  upon 

which  the  enemies  of  our  constitution  so 

Tebenently  declaim.    No;  whatever  co- 

]oar  those  pretences  might  lend  to  rebel- 
lion, the  ground- work  of  it  was  more 
deoily  lai$  in  the  principles  of  the  times, 
in  the  foctious  zeali  and  turbulent  spirit 
of  men,  devoted  to  enthusiasm,  phrenzy, 
and  madness. 

.**  And  while  we  behold  the  br%ht  re- 
tembltmce  of  those  princely  virtues  which 
adorned  the  royal  martyr,  now  shining 
forth  in  the  person  of  our  gracious  sove- 
reign, let  us  earnestly  address  the  throne 
of  mercy,  that  the  guilt  of  an  ungrateful, 
abandoned  people  may  not  cause  this  sun 
to  be  withdrawn  from  us,  nor  quench  the 
light  of  Israel.'* 


Febraary25.  Mr.  Boyle  Walsingham 
moved,  **  That  the  entry  in  the  Votes  of 
the  House,  of  the  Slst  of  January  last, 
'  That  tlve  Thanks  of  this  House  be  given 
to  the  reverend  Dr.  Nowell,  for  the  Ser- 
mon by  him  preached  yesterday  before 
this  House,  at  St.  Margaret's  Westmins- 
ter, and  that  be  be  desired  to  print  the 
»me :  and  that  sir  William  Dolben,  and 
Mr.  Alexander  Popham  do  acquaint  him 
therewith ;'  might  be  read."  And  the 
same  being  re«l  accordingly;  he  next 
proposed,  **  That  the  said  £ntry  be  ex- 
ptu^ged  irom  the  Votes  of  this  House." 

General  Imoin  seconded  the  motion. 

Sir  Ro^er  Newdigate  said,  it  was  very 
extraordinary  to  nuu^e  such  a  motion  with- 
out repeating  the  passages  which  were  ex- 
cepticHaable ;  he  desired  the  gentleman 
would  point  them  out,  that  the  House 
might  form  a  judgment. 

Mr.  Bo^  fVaUingham  pulled  the  print- 
ed Sermon  out  of  his  pocket ;  and,  in  his 
W1T9  not  readily  finding  the  passages  he , 
abided  to,  turned  over  seyeral  leaves 


eBdesvoQied  to  save 


by  pointing  out 
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to  him'the  passages :  this  producing  some 
conversation  and  joking. 

Sir  WiUidm  Dolben  rose  to  order;  and 
addressing  himself  to  the  Speaker,  said : 
Sir,  it  is  very  plain  to  me  that  the  hon« 

fsntleman  has  neither  heard  nor  read  the 
ermon  he  has  censured ;  since  he  is  not 
able  even  with  the  assistance  of  those  who 
sit  near  him  to  find  out  the  passages  which 
he  has  been  told  are  exceptionable.  Gen* 
tlemen  should  not  condemn  upon  hearsay; 
much  less  should  they  venture  upon  such 
slight  authority  to  make  serious  motions  in. 
this  House.  But,  Sir,  I  will  save  the  hon. 
gentleman  thfe  trouble  of  finding  out  the 
passages  he  is  looking  for;  and  as  1  was 
the  person  who  moved  the  thanks  for  this 
Sermon,  1  will  inform  the  House  how  that 
happened.  '  I  moved  the  thanks  of  this 
House  to  Dr.  Nowell  for  his  Sermon,  at 
the  desire  of  your  Speaker,  who  heard  the 
Sermon  preached :  my  motion  was  second* 
ed  by  Mr.  Popham,  who  likewise  heard  it 
preached:  both  these  gentlemen  knew 
what  they  did,  and  are  equally  concerned 
with  myself  to  defend  and  justify  the 
thanks  which  have  been  given.  For  my 
own  part,  I  think  that  Dr.  Nowell  deserves 
for  his  Sermon  the  thanks  he  has  received ; 
and  I  shall  continue  to  think  so  till  I  hear 
better  reasona  urged  against  it  than  any 
which  have  been  hitherto  produced.  The 
passages  objected  to  by  an  hon.  gentleman  , 
when  this  matter  was  last  mentioned  in  the 
House,  were  the  following,  [Here  sir  W. 
Dolben  read  the  passages  above  givenl. 
Now,  Sir,  I  insist  upon  it  that  these  worcb 
do  not  bear  the  construction  which  has 
been  put  upon  them :  they  are  proper ; 
and  well  warranted  both  by  the  history  of 
the  times  spoken  of,  and  by  the  service  of 
the  church  appointed  for  the  occasion. 
Sir,  I  must  think  that  the  complaint  against 
this  Sermon-proceeded  from  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman's spleen :  for.  Sir,  the  tem[>er  with 
which  he  threw  the  Sermon  three  times  on 
the  table,  declaring  it  ought  to  be  burned 
by  the  common  hangman,  convinced  me, 
that  at  that  moment  at  least  hil  bitterness 
and  zeal  made  him  as  desirous  to  bum  ^he 
preacher  as  his  Sermon. 

Mr.  Fopham.  I  acknowledge  that  I 
heard  the  Sermon  preached ;  and  1  ex* 
pressed  to  sir  W,  Dolben  my  disapproba- 
tion of  it:  but  sir  William  insisted  that  I 
must  have  been  mistaken,  and  that  the 
Sermon  contained  none  of  those  offensive 
expressions    I    had   men^oned.    As  sir 


<ome  of  the  members  who  sat  near  him, '^William  was  positive  to  tne  very  letter 


in  the  Sermonj  I  supposed  I  bad  been  mm 
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w6^  •  deigynMHL  «n  tefiiied  the  tlumka 
of  tfau  House  kciiMe  he  piMched  k  the 
opposite  e»tnmt  to  Dr.  Novell  .  And 
mom  we  ire  going  to  espuDge  the  thiDki 
t^  tbie  ,§m&mtm  for  a  reason  difsctljf 
f  eetcer J  to  that  which  eaitad  the  lefoaii 
Co  the  other.  What  caa  thedemdo? 
If  they  foBew  the  service  oTtiie  cirardi 
Cmt  that  (de>»  ther  bimI  be  csadfeamed  by 
reasoD,  truth  and  juatioa :  if  thej  csotfBii 
diet  the  terms  and  spirit  of  the  ssnrke, 
they  win  not  ied  thenaefares  without  it< 
proach  and  censure  on  that  aoceent  Thi 
coaecmcfit  ef  the  olergj  tad  the  inder- 
staadiag  of  their  congiegatioMy  mdtbe 
righlft  of  hiMnnntty»  ought  to  be  reUevtd 
from  thie  insult  I  therefore  ^ve  notier, 
That  with  the  leave  of  this  Hoase,  I  is' 
tend  to  bring  in  a  Bitt  to  abolish  thet  as* 
tute  by  which  our  churdi  service  is  ap» 
paiotea  for  the  dOth  of  Jaeuaiy. 

Sir  lUger  Ntmdif^Mie  with  extiene  fii- 
lence  and  heat  justified  both  thefiescber 
aad  Chailes  the  let.  He  read  some  ex- 
tracts from  a  aemao  by  Fleetwood;  in 
which  he  iweaiBhed  the  sane  doctiioc  ai 
Dr.  Nowett;  and  yet  m  Roger  obiemd 
ttiat  Fleetwood  was  net  a  Toiy,  but  va 
pecaecnted  afteewards  by  queen  Anne^i 
Tory  adnsinistraiioa.  Sir  Roger  howevti 
aeknowkclged  tbaS  he  couM  net  dsfeod 
every  act  or  particular  part  of  the  condiKt 
of  Charles ;  he  said  he  must  own  be  had 
one  firak,  whieh  was  complying  too  eatilj 
with  the  wishes  of  his  people:  andheis' 
staoced  the  executioB  a£  Stieflbfd,  whose 
warrant  Charles  signed  although  be  koev 
bios  ianooent.  Sir  Roger  said  that  no  ha- 
toriaa  of  any  credit  or  abilities  had  eva 
attempted  to  defend  the  men  whooppoied 
Charles;  eoe  hiateriaa  indeed  badtodea- 
veered' te  do  il,  but  no  regaid  waspaidto 
that  hiatoey  by  aay  person,  as  the  sutkor 
was  known  to  eatettain  notions  and  pro* 
feaa  principles  diametrscaify  eppositt  to  our 
reli^Qnandgovemraeat.  SirRqgerdweb 
much  oa  die  ps  inceiw  vivtisea  of  ibe  UeM 
martyr^  be  exalted  La  leaman^,  piety,  ftc< 
Ac  aad  concluded  by  deetenag,  that,  in 
his  epiaioDt  Chaelee  the  1st  as  a  ki^ 
and  a  gentleomn,  peasessed  virtues  which 
were  worthy  of  the  knitation  of  any  psf- 
aon  in  any  age  or  eountsy.  Sir  Rog^ 
moved  then  for  the  order  or  the  day* 

Loid  FOkesione  saidr  be  had  a  penooal 

knowledge  of  Dr.  Nowell,  aad  a  gr«M  re^ 

gard  for  him ;  thai  he  ceuld  not  suppoM 

Ihia  eountry  are  ks  a  veay  disagreeable  si-    the  doctor  had  any  bad  iaiieiitioaf  nor  >n* 

iuation  whea  they  are  obliged  to  preach  ""^  ' *^"  ^' — ^ 

Ob  the  SCth  of  Janqasy.    1  lemember 


taken ;  and  yielduig  to  his  ii>tevpretetfPtt» 
and  better  memory,.)  conseatadte  aea^ad 
his  motioa  far  thaekst  But  I  hawe  read 
fh#  Serraoa  since  it  haa  btea  priiiled» 
fB4  find  I  have  beeeiaisfed  by  air  Willieos 
I>olben;  for  I  dedaret  I  think  it tbe^asoat 
fxceptkiaable  Seinum  I  have  ever  aean. 

Mr.  Speniir,  As  I  have  been  ealled 
U|pQU»  I  hope  the  Hewse  will  indulge  me 
with  a  few  worda.  It  ia  tnie  I  bewd  the 
sermon,  h«t  I  did  not  aeprave  of  it*  I 
tiighly  disapproved  it,  ana  I  dU  not  coa* 
eeal  my  seatimeats :  I  took  cave  to  aaeu* 
fion  the  disgoat  it  g9veiQe»  to  a  geAdeoaae 
who  I  waa  sure  woidd  teU  the  preacher  of 
it  agaia*  Haviag  deoe  so,  coaduding 
that  the  o&osive  pmaayt  would  be  ea^ 
pui^ed  and  not  printed,  I  caUed  apMie  air 
W.Dolben  tokaewif  heiaten^JedUaaoive 
the  tbaaka  for  the  Senaoa  aa  a  customary 
eompUment  oCcounew 

m.TlkmmsTmmAend.  The  hah.  gen* 
tiepaaa  who  made  the  aaotion  of  tlunka, 
ead  has  eadeavotwed  to  justify  them  by 
eoasaaeading  the  oSeasive  passages  of  the 
SernuA  in  question,  haa  very  improperly 
atuibuted  my  co^paplajut  to  apleeu  aad 
waat  of  te«iper.  It  proceeded  from  a 
very  di&rent  motive. — Froaa  the  aiost 
aviture  and  eool  consideratios  and  enqawy 
hite  the  causes  of  the  civil  wars  and  the 
history  of  Charlea'a  time,  I  aon  of  opinion 
that  the  oersoos  who  first  took  up  arms 
igaiast  tnat  prince,  were  not  only  blame* 
less,  but  praise-worthy.  Had  it  beeu  my 
jnisfertuae  to  have  lived  whea  a  necessity 
Ube  that  odled  for  it,^  I  shoukl  not  hare 
hesitated  to  have  taken  araw  likewise. 
But  becauae  I  do  net  wish  te  aee  auch 
daya,  I  ati  for  censuring  the  arbitrary  doc* 
tclaes  contained  ia  this  Sermea,  being  the* 
saughiy  persuaded  that  the  enoaurage- 
meot  of  Mainwaring,  Sibthorp  and  Mon* 
tague,  who  preached  then  the  aasne  dec- 
triaea  which  Dr.  Nowell  haa  now  revived, 
was  more  pernieipua  to  Charles  the  Ist, 
than  the  eflbrta  of  all  bia  personal  ene» 
lBie8>«*if  he  had  any. 

Mr.  Frederick  MciUague.  Sir,  the  re** 
preach  which  haa  juat  been  cast  upon  the 
name  of  Montague,  ia  not  the  eccaeion  of 
my  riaing  at  this  time.  I  feel  it  iiapae8S)]e 
that  I  should  have  the  least  relation  ta 
such  a  man;  and  if  I  had,  I  should  not  at> 
tempt  to  defend  bis  writiags  which  I  abhoc. 
A  differeat  considen^on  haa  ineliaed  me 
to  apeak  on  this  eocasien:  the  clergy  of 


deed  did  it  appear  that  bis  ^-r  -  . .  w 
want  beyood  thoii  efi  the  aaffioa  ws» 
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was  apMnted  b^  law  to  be  read  <m  that 
daj.  His  lordriijp  owtied  that  the  aefvioe 
of  the  day  ought  net  to  he  the  guide  of  any 
Eoglishman's  doctf ioe ;  because  the  sei> 
vice  was  drawn  up  by  Father  Peters,  the 
confessor  of  James  tlie  2nd. 

Captam  Phipps  moved  for  the  Journals 
of  the  House  of  die  12th  of  May  1660, 
to  be  read,  where  one  Mr.  Lentnall  was 
reprehended  for  saying  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  that  he  that  drew  his  sword 
against  the  king,  committed  as  high  an 
ofience  as  he  that  cut  off  the  king's  head.* 
This  debate  ended  with  reading  the 
Journal. 

The  question  being  put,  That  the  orders 
of  the  di^  be  nuw  read ;  the  House  di- 
The  Noes  went  ibrth* 

TeUers. 

JMr.  Henrey  -    .    - 

XMr.  Page     •    .    - 

f  Mr.  Seymour    •    •> 

iMr.  Montagu    «    « 
So  it  passed  in  the  negadte. 
main  question  being  put, 

Mr.  Sawbridge  said  ^^Sir;  it  will  not 
be  imagined  that  I  rise  to  oppose  the  pre*> 
seat  motion,  nor  does  it  appear  to  want 
any  support,  the  sense  of  thenouse  being 
suAdently  de(^red  by  the  division  we 
have  just  seen,  but  I  am  called  upon,  by 
lome  expressions  that  fell  from  one  of  the 
gentlemen  in  the  last  debate.  He  has 
passed  his  judgment  very  peremptorily 
upon  historians,  and  their  principles  ;  and 
it  is  true  that  if  toryism  be  the  constitution 
of  our  church  and  state,  tho^  whom  he 
has  censured  have  deserved 


} 


he  never  theant  to  perfotth  the  promisee 
he  made  to  his  people ;  had  not  these 
letters  been  interoepted,  a  tt^nseendent  act 
of  edifying  nistioe  had  miscarried,  and 
Charles  would  never  have  beei)  brought 
to  the  btook.  I  am  sorry.  Sir,  that  the 
reverend  preacher  can  find  one  advocate 
in  this  House  to  join  witii  htm  in  recom« 
mending  the  virtues  of  tyranny,  treacfaerf 
and  fekhood  to  iiis  present  Majesty  for 
imitation.  Sir,  the  chief  inducement  te 
the  preacher  for  wishing  his  Majesty  ta 
copy  Aosely  the  blessed  martyr's  eaamplep 
is  the  only  argument  I  know  dMt  can  bb 
urged  against  the  present  motion:  the 
censure  of  the  House  of  Cemmons  upott 
Mainwarittg,  Dr.  Kowdi's  predecessor., 
ibr  die  same  doctrme,  produced  to  that 
preacher  a  bishopric ;  die  doctor  hopes, 
and  I  fear,  that-our  oensuce  will  have  the 
same  success. 

Sir  William  Dolben  rose  only  to  say 
that,  whatever  others  might  have  acknov^ 
lodged,  he  never  had  and  never  would  cen^ 
fess  that  Charies  the  Ist  was  a  tyrant ;  on 
the  contrary  that  he  considered  that  mo^ 
nerch  as  a  perfect  pattern  bt  royalty.  He 
added,  that  he  hoped  every  little  piece  of 
miscondttct  or  error  of  a  nnnistry,  or  even 
a  king,  was  not  to  be  counted  tyranny. 

The  question  was  then  put  to  expunge 
the  thanks,  and  was  carried  without  a  di'^ 
vision. 

Debnte  in  the  Omtmdns  on  the  BiUfor 
securing  the  Rights  of  Elect&rsJ^  Feb^ 
27*  Sir  George  Savite  rose.  He  said  thia 
was  an  annual  protest,  which  he  now  put 

censure.    If  i  in  against  the  iflegalicy  and  injustice  ef  the 

despotism  be  the  just  claim  of  an  English  ,  proceedings  of  this  House,  with  regard  to 
king,  the  gentleman  is  vegr  orthodox  and  ^  the  decision  of  the  .Middlesex  electioti ; 
hk  saint  is  justly  canonized.  He  has  i  that  the  House  was  severely  stung  by  its 
talked  much  of  the  virtues,  the  great '  own  judgment ;  that  we  had  cut  the  very 
amiable  qualities  of  Charles  the  1st,  whom  ^  branch  on  which  we  sat,  and  bad  sapped 
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yet  he  has  confessed  to  be  a  tyrant  and  a 
traitor :  to  whidi  amiri)le  vntues  I  add, 
that  he  was  also  a  liar.  His  injustice  and 
tnnchery  the  gentleman  has  instanced  bv 
acknowledging  that  he  sentenced  to  death 
^  iiatfhfui  servant  whose  seal  and  inno* 
^ce  he  never  doubted.  And  it  is  noto« 
nous  that  this  virtuous  king  would  never 
^e  died  upon  a  scaffold,  if  besides  a 
Hole  reign  of  cruelty  and  oppression  he 
^  not  likewise  been  fbund  to  be  a  liar 
coavict.  Had  not  his  letters  been  inters 
c^pted  by  whidh  he  declared  (even  at  the 
^<me  of  his  most  solemn  assurances)  that 


*  Seevol.4,p.4ir. 


the  fbundation,  and  put  the  axe  to  the 
root  df  the  body  of  the  tree.  He  lamented 
much  that  the  people  were  now  lulled  into 
a  sleep  while  the  thief  broke  into  the 
house;  he  dreaded  lest  one  day  or  othef 
the  precedent,  which  he  odled  a  little  rag 
of  a  precedeht,  not  enough  tn  hide  the 
uncomely  parts,  or  even  to  cover  ita 
ffakedne^,  should,  by  some  wicked,  iH- 
designing  minister,  be  drawn  forHi  to 
serve  his  purpose,  and  strangle  the-  poor 
remains  of  life  in  this  miserably  wounded 
constitution.  He  wished  not  to  detain  the 
House  long,  and  vroM  say  little  more  on 
the  question,  but  prrp'^'^e  it  as  his  annual 
protest,    md  thereibve   m<rred,   **  Tfaav 
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leave  be  given  to*  bring  in  a  Bill  for  more 
effectually  securing  the  rights  of  the  elec- 
tors of  Great  Britain,  witn  respect  to  the 
eligibility  of  persons  to  serve  in  parlia- 
ment.'' 

Mr.  Coxe  seconded  the  motion.  He 
observed^  that  had  the  question  required 
any  argument  or  elocution  to  support  it, 
he  should  say  nothing,  but  leave  it  to 
much  abler  debaters  than  himself:  but  as 
fhe  question  had  been  agitated  the  last 
iession,  he  looked  upon  it  that  there  was 
nothing  new  to  be  said  upon  the  occasion, 
and  should  content  himself  with  putting 
in  his  protest  against  the  proceedmg,  to 
which  mat  motion  had  reference. 

Lord  North  said,  that  He  rose  only  to 

Eut  ii}  his  counter  protest,  which  he  hbped 
e  shbuld  also  annually  db,  whenever 
such  a  question  arose;  for  that  he  looked 
upon  the  proceedings^of  the  House,  with 
regard  to  the  MidcSeseic  election,  to  have 
been  highly  consistent  with  justice,  and  to 
|he  law  of  the  land;  and  that  to  his 
dying  day  he  should  continue  to  approve 
pf  the  rectitude  of  those  measures. 
•  Mr.  Thomas  Edtoards  Freeman  said 
some  few  words  concerning  his  continuing 
m  the  same  opinion  as  he  was  in  last  ses- 
sion. He  thought  the  precedents  upon 
which  the.House  had  founded  their  judg- 
ement in  the  decision  upon  the  Middlesex 
election.were  strong  and  good  ones,  and 
approv^  of  those  measures. 

The  House  divided.  The  Yeas  went 
forth. 

'     Tellers. 

Yeas  $^''*%ng     -    -     - 
"^^  JMr.Coxe     -    -    - 

>J/>»a  5  ^^'  ^'  ^-  Freeman 
/^^**  ^Mr.Dundas-    -    - 

So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 
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Debate  in  the  Commons  oti  a  Motion  Jor 
a  Bill  to  repeal  the  Observance  of  the  SOth 
o/*  January.^  March  2.  Mr.  Montague 
began  to  make  his  promised  motion,  but 


was  a  small  time  interrupted  by  commo- 
dore Hervey  moving  to  clear  the  House, 
which  was  accordingly  done,  no  debate 
being  allowed  upon  a  standing  order  of 
the  House,  unless  a  regular  motion  is 
made  for  the  repeal  of  it. 

Mr.  Montague  then  opened  his  motion 
in  a  very  decent,  proper  manner,  express- 
ing himself  as  having  the  greatest  regard 
for  the  church  of  England,  that  he  was 
not  a  republican,^  nor  could  he  subscribe 
to  the  doctrine  of  passive  obedience  and 


non-resistance ;  he  said  he  moved  this  out 
of  respect  to  the  church,  and  he  hoped  it 
was  not  too  harsh  a  name  to  be  given  to 
the  service  I  for  the  observatien  of  that  | 
day,  if  he  should  brand  it  with  the  Dame 
of  impiety,  particularly  in  those  parti 
where  Charles  the  first  was  likened  to  our 
Saviour;  that  the  service  was  drawn  up 
by  archbishop  Sancroft ;  and  that  he  him- 
self saw  great  and  solid  reasons  for  abo- 
lishing the  observation  of  that  day ;  that 
though  it  was  a  customary  thing  for  gen- 
tlemen, if  they  did  not  succeed  in  their 
motions,  to  say  that  they  would  move 
them  yearly,  he  now  gave  notice,  that  he 
would  never  move  it  any  more,  as  no  time 
was  so  proper  as  the  present,  when  the 
spirit  or  the  doctrines  preached  by  Dr. 
iNowell,  were  stiO  tinkling  in  the  ears  of  the 
members.  He  mentioned  several  injuries 
done  by  Charles  1  to  the  people,  as  he 
thought  highly  justified  their  proceedings 
against  him;  he  commended  much  the 
present  glorious  form  of  govemment:  that 
no  otlier  would  ever  suit  the  disposition  of 
this  country ;  and,  in  order  to  abolish,  as 
much  as  he  could,  any  absurdity  ^rom 
church  as  well  as  state,  he  should  move, 
<<  That  leave  be  given  to  brine  in  a  Bill  to 
repeal  so  much  of  the  act  of  the  12th  of 
Charles  the  2nd,  ch.  SOth,  as  directs  that 
every  SOth  day  of  January  shall  be  for  ever 
kept  and  observed,  in  all  his  Majesty's 
dominions,  as  a  day  of  fitting  and  humi- 
liation." 

M|r.  Cox«  seconded  the  motion. 

Sir  Roger  Nexodigate  opposed  any  the 
least  alteration  in  any  part  ot  the  Common 
Prayer  Book,  declaring  his  unwillingness, 
particularly  jn  the  present  instance,  to 
nave  any  attempt  made  on  it.  He  ap* 
plied  himself  to  the  Scotch  members,  and 
nitreated  them  to  support  the  Act  of 
Union,  on  which  their  national  religion 
depended;  observing,  that  at  some  future 
period  the  high  church  might  be  again 
triumphant;  and  he  then  wished  them  to 
consider  (if  this  barrier  was  removed)  ho^^ 
they  would  like  to  have  bishops,  and  a  lin 
turgy  forced  on  them. 

Mr.  Stephen  Fox  said,  he  was  against 
abolishing  the  ceremony  of  the  day ;  tba^ 
he  thought  it  did  no  harm,  unless  (ad- 
dressiag  himself  to  the  Speaker)  the  obligi 
ing  you.  Sir,  to  go  to  church  once  a  year; 
that  the  day  was  almost  forgot  as  a  &st; 
that  for  his  part  he  never  fasted;  andi 
that  he  looked  upon  the  motion  as  tio\ 
very  material* 
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of  the  SOih  of  January* 


Sir  Thtmas  Cave  made  some  few  ob- 
servations, and  concluded  with  a  story  he 
had  beard  of  queen  Caroline,  who  went  to 
see  the  pictures  of  one  Richardson,  of  all 
the  kings  and  queens  that  had  ever  reign- 
ed': ihej  were  hung  up  in  order  of  suc- 
cession; but  between  Charles  the  Ist^and 
Charles  the  2nd,  was  Oliver  CiH>mwell: 
qaeen  Caroline  asked  the  painter  what 
that  was  in  the  middle,  whetner  he  meant 
it  for  a  kiAg  ?  He  said  No,  to  be  sure  he 
was  no  king,  but  that  it  was  a  good  me- 
mento to  all  kings  to  have  an  Oliver  < 
Cromwell  by  the  side  of  them. 

The  House  then  divided.  Tlie  Yeas 
went  forth. 


Tellers. 

^^^MMr.Coxe      -    - 

Noes  \^''  ^^'^  "    '    ' 
}Mr.^  Cooper  .    - 

So  it  passed  in  the  negative.* 
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Motion  ^/br  a  Nevo  Writ  in  the.  room 
rf  Mr.  Henry  *  Vandttart  stwposed  to  be 
iott  in  the  Aurora."]  Mf.  Dodd  moved 
for  the  issuing  a  writ  for  the  election  of  a 
burgess  for  Reading,  at  the  desire  of  that 
corporation,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Henry 
Vaosittart,  who  was  supposed  to  be  lost  in 
the  Aurora.  This  motion  was  opposed, 
and  the  House  was  of  opinion,  that  it  was 
not  mere  probability  that  ought  to  have 
weight  with  it,  but  that  matter  of  fact  was 
the  only  ground  for  them  to  proceed 
upon.  In  such  a  case  was  a  new  writ  to. 
be  granted,  and  a  member  chosen  in  con- 
sequence of  it,  if  Mr.  Vansittart  should 
be  alive  and  return,  it  would  throw  the 
House  into  a  difficulty  they  would  not 
kaow  how  to  get  rid  ot.  In  the  case  of 
general  Stanwix,  the  distance  between 
Irdand  and  England  was  so  short,  tliat 
there  was  no  probability  of  such  a  vessel 
being  thrown  upon  anj  coast  thereabouts, 
but  must  be  heard  of  m  a  few  days.  The 
case  of  captain  Cheap,  who  went  out  with 
commodore  Byroni  was  mentioned,  as  hav- 
ing been  missing  four  years,  and  after- 

*  *'  1  meotioned  the  motion  to  abolish  the  fast 
of  the  SOth  of  January.  Johnson,  *  Why,  Sir, 
I  ooold  hate  wished  that  it  had  been  a  tempo- 
lay  act,  perba|4i,  to  have  expired  with  the 
enitury.  I  am  aj^inst  abolishing  it ;  because 
that  would  be  declaring  it  was  wrong  to  esta- 
Mbhit;  but  I  should  have  ho  objection  to 
feake  an  aet,  continuing  it  for  another  century, 
avi  then  letting  it  expire.' ''  Boewell'sLife  of 
Dr.  Johnson. 
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wards  returned;  and  several  other  strong* 
cases,  sufficient  for  the  House  to  form* 
their  judgment  upon,  and  as  no  fiict  of 
Mr.  Vansittart's*  decease  appeared,  the 
House  refused  to  grant  a  wntr 

Debate  on   Mr.    Saxjobridge^s  BiU   to' 
shorten,  the    Duration  of  Parliaments.'} 
March  4.    Mr.  Alderman  Satobridge  said : 

Sir;  tlie  motion  I  am  now  going  to 
make  is  precisely  the  same  as  that  which 
I  made  in  this  House  last  year.  My  own 
want  of  health,  and  some  other  reasons, 
delayed  it  so  late  in  the  season  last  year, 
that  I  was  constrained  to  make  it  then  in 
a  very  thin  House.  To  prevent  a  similar 
situation  this  year,  I  took  the  liberty  to  * 
desire  a  call  of  the  House :  notwithstand- 
ing which  call,  I  am  concerned  to  see  a 
question  of  such  national  importance  so 
poorly  attended  by  the  members.  I  can 
pretty  well  understand  the  meaning  of 
this  mattention:  the  muiisterial  gentle* 
men,  who  are  liberally  paid  for  opposing 
every  measure  that  would  be  beneficial  to 
the  people,  think  it  sufficient  (because  il 
will  earn  their  wages  ^  if  they  come*  here 
soon  enough  to  give  tneir  votes  agamst  it. 
I  will  not.  Sir,  take  up  your  time  by  apo- 
logies for  my  own  inadequate  abilities; 
let  those  who  have  greater  apologize  that 
such  a  task  is  left  to  me ;  however,  I  will 
lessen  that  objection  by  stating  what  I 
have  to  say  as  concisely  as  possible* 

That,  legal,  equal,  and  free  system  of' 
government,  which  is  eidier  our  constitu- 
tion or  its  foundation,  was  first  introduced 
into  this  kingdom  by  the  Saxons.  It  was 
a  leading  principle  with  them,  that  wher- 
ever an  officer,  who  was  entrusted  with 
power,  could,  by  the  abuse  of  that  power, 
prejudice  the  people,  that  officer  was  elec- 
tive;  and  thpse  elections  were  at  least  an« 
nual,  if  not  more  frequent.  When  the  hep- 
tarchy was  reduced  to  a  monarchy  under 
Alfred,  all  the  Saxon  laws  and  customs 
were  recoffnized,  and  an  Act  was  made, 
that  a  parliament  should  be  held  twice  a 
year  at  least.  In  the  time  of  Edgar  the 
same  statute  was  re-enacted;  and  this 
system  was  religiously  adhered  to  till  the 
Norman  conquest.  At  that  period  a  vio- 
lent shock  was  given  to  our  excellent  con- 
stitution ;  that  legal,  equal,  and  free  form 
of  govemaient,  which  had  been  enjoyed 


*  Mr.  Henry  Vansittart,  who  is  supposed  to 
ha?e  perished  in  his  passage  to  India,  was  the 
father  of  the  right  hon.  Nicholas  Vansittart,  the 
present  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  (a.  sk 
1813.)— See  Gent.  Mag.  vol,  41,  p.  190.. 
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IB  this  nation  for  five  hundred  yean,  gave 
place  to  a  monarchical  tyranny.  The 
'  oommon  law  of  England  was  in  part  abo- 
l]«|hed ;  and  the  civil  law,  which  had  pre- 
vailed in  Normandy,  introduced  in  a  great 
measure  in  its  stead.  From  this  time  all 
was  a  scene  of  confusion  ;  perpetual  civil 
wars  between  king  and  people ;  the  kings 
endeavouring   to    establish    an    absolute 

Emetf  and  the  people  to  restore  ^eir 
W8  and  liberty.  In  these  contests  the 
people  almost  always,  prevailed ;  in  con- 
sequence of  which  the  Kings,  as  often  en- 
gaged solemnly  to  restore  the  ancient  con- 
stitution :  these  solemn  engagements  thev 
never,  but  as  far  as  they  were  compelled, 
observed.  At  length,  the  people,  wearied 
out  by  royal  treachery,  and  not  choosing 
any  longer  to  trust  these  kingly  promises, 
compelled  king  John,  whom  they  had  in 
their  power,  to  sign  the  Great  Charter. 
In  that  charter  it  is  stipulated  that  parlia- 
ment shall  be  restored.  And  accordingly 
(kine  John  dying  immediately  afler  this 
stipmation)  aparliamebt  was  called  under 
his  successor :  but  no  truly  constitutional 
parliament  was  held  till  the  reign  of  Ed- 
ward the  Sd.  In  his  reign,  an  Act  was 
passed,  that  a  parliament  should  be  held 
once  a  ^ear  Or  oftener  if  necessary.  That 
king  reigned  fifty  years,  and  we  have  an 
account  of  forty-four  parliaments  during 
that  period;  80  that  it  does  not  appear, 
that  he  himself  kept  strictly  bis  own  law 
of  holdinff  a  parliament  once  a  year ;  how- 
ever, of  tnis  we  are  sure,  that  no  parlia- 
ment continued  longer  than  one  year.  We 
do  not  meet  with  any  lone  pariiaments  till 
the  reign  of  Henry  8.  That  king,  I  be- 
lieve, even  in  these  times,  and  even  by 
this  House  of  Commons,  wiU  be  allowed 
to  have  been  a  tyrant.  .  Having  attempted 
many  wicked  measures,  which  lie  could 
not  carry  to  the  utmost  of  his  wishes  with 
parliament,  he  determined  to  try  what  he 
could  do  withbut  parliament^  and  for  thfit 
reason,  during  some  years  of  his  reign,  he 
called  no  parliament.  At  length,  how- 
ever, having  more  schemes  against  the 
constitution,  to  which  he  thought  it  ad- 
visable to  give  the  colour  of  law,  he  em- 
ployed his  ministers  and  creatures  to  at-« 
tempt  to  get  a  parliament  returned,  whicli 
would  be  entirely  subservient  to  his  will. 
In  this  his  success  was  equal  to  his  most 
sanguine  wishes;  for  to  that  parliament 
were  returned  a  great  number  of  the 
king's  friends.  By  means  of  these  his 
friends,  finding  himself  able  to  carry  his 
worst  pmrposeSf  jie  was  in  no  huriy  to  part 


with  such  a  parliament :  he  therefore  con- 
tinued them  by  prorogation  seven  yean; 
till  at  length  they,  either  ashamed  of  what 
they  had  done,  or  afraid  of  what  they 
might  suffer,  did  themselves  petition  to  be 
dissolved.  Such  was  the  honourable  ex- 
ample of  the  first  septennial  parliameDt, 
which  was  ready  to  approve  ^nd  sancti^ 
any  bloody  or  detestable  act  of  this  flagiti- 
ous tyrant.  The  next  parliament  which 
sat  for  any  considerable  length  of  thne, 
was  the  long  parliament  under  Charlet 
the  1st.  Of  their  proceedings,  the  opi- 
nions of  mankind  are  various:  for  mj  own 
part,  I  do  not  by  any  means  intend  to 
censure  their,  conduct  upon  the  whole,  or 
to  defend  every  pne  of  their  measures. 
The  next  long  parliament  was  that  uader 
Charles  2,  whicn  (before  men  had  seen 
the  present)  was,  by  way  of  distioctioii, 
reproachfully  called  the  rensioned  Parlia- 
ment. It  is  notorious  of  this  parliameot) 
that  whenever  any  scandalous  royal  mea* 
sure  had  been  carried  in  that  House  of 
Commons,  the  members  were  invited  to 
dinner,  and  found  under  their  respective 
plates  the  sums  which  each  man's  prosti- 
tution was  proportionably  thought  to  de- 
serve. 

To  remedy  this  evil  of  corruption,  soon 
after  the  Revolution  a  triennial  Bill  v>i 
proposed.  The  measure  freouently  mis- 
carried. It  once  passed  both  Houses,  but 
king  William  refused  his  aaent;  however, 
the  patriots  of  those  days  were  not  easily 
discouraged ;  they  were  not  dismayed  bv 
their  defeats,  but  increased  their  ardour 
in  proportion  to  the  occasion  for  it;  they 
persevered,  and  at  lengthy  in  1694^^^ 
Triennial  Bill  passed  and  became  a  law. 
Against  that  law,  however,  some  of  th« 
worthies  of  that  age  protested;  ^^J^^ 
protest  was  in  the  following  words :  We  do 
dissent  from  this  vote;  because  it  tendetft 
to  the  continuance  of  th^  present  f^^^; 
ment  longer  than,  as  we  apprehend,  » 
agreeable  to  the  constitution  of  Ba§m^' 

Two  years  after  the  accession  of  tn« 
House  of  Hanover,  the  Septennial  m 
passed.  The  best  method  of  knowing  tne 
motives  of  those  people  who  in*^^ "f^ 
and  supported  this  measure,  is  to  cone 
the  arguments  they  used  in  its  ^^J.^J ^^ 
the  time  the  question  was  ^P^  \f^ 
only  reason  pretended  was,  that  ^*'^*?  .  » 
been  a  rebellion  the  year  before,  ana  ^ 
they  were  apprehensive,  if  the  ^^?  JJ?! 
liament  did  not  sit  beyond  its  usuai  tjw^ 
they  should  be  frustrated  in  *"®^T 
measure  which  they  had  at  hearti  aam  Jf 
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the  tettiog  of  the  present  family  on  the 
throne.  I  am  in  my  own  mind  convinced, 
that  the  reason  given  was  their  true  rea- 
floo:  I  have  80  high  an  opinion  of  those 
ueQ,  that  I  cannot  bring  myself  to  think, 
that  if  they  had  foreseen  the  mischiefs  con- 
sequent to  that  law,  if  they  could  have 
imagined  the  shameless  corruption  and 
prostitution  which  we  see  at  txiis  day,  I 
caonot  imagine  they  would  ever  have  suf- 
fered, mucih  less  promoted,  the  fatal  Sep- 
tennial Bill.  From  that  momenir  to  this 
hoar,  a  general  system  of  corruption  and 
▼e,Dality  has  prevailed  in  this  assembly ; 
and  men  elected  into  this  House  no  longer 
coosider  themselves  as  representatives  of 
the  people,  but  as  persons  who  have  pur- 
cbaseda  beneficial  lease;  which  they  are  by 
aU  and  by  any  means  to  turn  most  to  their 
own  adfanta^e.  That  this.  Sir,  is  our 
present  BtoatioDy  is  abundantly  proved  by 
the  exprientoe  of  every  day.  Sir,  you 
hafe  nJently  heard  in  that  chair  more 
than  one  member  of  this  House  dare  to 
assert,  that  their  constituents  have  no 
right  to  instruct  them,  and  that  they  do 
Dot  think  themselves  under  any  obfiga- 
tioQ  to  obey  the  instructions  of  Uiose  who 
sent  them  thither. 

Sir,  if  any  farther  argument  was  want- 
ing to  justify  my  motion,  for  leave  to  bring 
in  a  Bin  to  shorten  the  duration  of  parlia- 
tKot,  his  Majesty  himself  has  must  gra- 
ciously pleased  to  furnish  the  strongest  in 
its  fafoor :  I  mean  the  answer  which  he 
has  been  advised  to  give  to  the  petition  of 
sntj  thousand  electors  of  England,  who 
have  peti^oned  him  for  a  dissolution  of 
this  parliament :  their  petitions.  Sir,  set 
Mti,  that  this  House  of  Commons  has 
violated  the  right  of  election ;  and  that 
their  constituents  have  no  farther  confi- 
dence in  them,  but  disclaim  botli  them  and 
^r  proceedings.  To  all  these  petitions, 
^cept  one,  his  Majesty  has  been  silent, 
<&daiotng  even  an  answer  to  his  subjects : 
to  one  of  them  indeed  he  was  constrained 
to  reply,  and  therefore  his  answer  to  the 
citj  of  London  must  be  considered  as  the 
^wer  to  them  all.  He  tells  them,  mock- 
ing their  dutiful  expressions,  that  he 
iQould  ill  discharge  the  duty,  of  a  father 
to  his  people,  if  he  made  so  unconstitu- 
bonal  a  use  of  his  prerogative,  as  to.  grant 
*eir  humble  request. 

,  Now,  Sir,  at  the  same  time  that  his  Ma- 
)^y  is  advised  to  think  it  an  unconstitu- 
tonal  use  of  his  prerogative  to  dissolve 
uiA  parliament  at  the  request  of  the  elec- 
tors, who  state  that  they  a^e  not  their  re- 


presentatives, 1  shall  take  leave  to  tell 
you  what  his  Majesty  has  been  advised  to 
think  are  constitutional  and  proper  uses  of 
his  prerogative.  It  is  a  constitutional 
use,  it  seems,  of  his  prerogative,  to  issue 
an  illegal  proclamation.  It  is  a  constitu- 
tional use  of  his  prerogative,  to  grant  a 
noU  prosequi  when  a  grand  junr  finds  bills 
of  indictment  for  breaches  of  the  peace. 
It  is  a  constitutional  use  of  his  prerogative 
to  appqint  to  offices  of  great  public  trust 
Popish  recusants  incapacitatea  by  law.  It 
is  a  constitutional  use  of  his  prerogative  to 
direct  his  troops  wantonly  to  butcher  hia 
helpless,  unarmed  subjects;  to  support, 
defend,  and  reward,  such  as  were  most 
active  in  that  butchery ;  and  to  return 
formal  public  thanks  to  them  all  for  Uieir 
alacrity  in  destroying  those  by  whose 
honest  industry  both  he  and  they  are  fed* 
It  is  a  constitutional  and  an  honest  use  of 
his  prerogative,  to  order  for  execution 
misguided  poor  men,  who  were  convicted 
upon  a  surreptitious  rider  of  an  unreason* 
ablie  penal  statute;  notwithstanding  the 
whole  court,  before  whom  they  were 
tried,  ioined  in  representing  to  faim  that 
they  did  not  believe  the  parties  guilty, 
and  recommended  them  as  proper  objects 
of  his  mercy.  It  is  a  constitutional  use 
of  his  prerogative,  to  pardon  maleibcton 
convicted  on  the  common  law  of  England, 
of  the  most  atrocious  and  aggravated 
murders :  notwithstanding  the  judges  be« 
fore  whom  they  were  tried,  represented 
to  him,  that  they  were  convicted  by  the 
clearest  evidence,  and  were  by  no  means 
proper  objects  of  his  royal  mercy.  It  is  a 
constitutional  use  <»f  his  preroMtjve  to 
prorogue  a  parliament  in  a  sister  kingdom, 
when  regulations  were  to  be  onade,  with- 
out which  their  manufactures  could  not  be 
Carried  op,  and  when  none  of  this  private 
business  for  the  advantage  of  the  country 
was  finished,  merely  because  they  acted 
as  real  representathres  of  the  people,  and 
would  not  lend  themselves  to  support  the 
pernicious  measures  of  the  crown.  It  ia 
a  constitutional  iise  of  his  prerogative  to 
dissolve  the  American  assemblies  f  though 
not  requested  by  the  electors),  oecausd 
they  would  insist  on  preserving  the  rights 
of  Uieir  constituents,  and  would  not  be« 
come  the  creatures  of  the  royal  governors. 
Such,  and  many  more  such,  are  the 
uses  which  his  Majesty  has  been  persuaded 
to  make  of  his  prerogative.  Both  the 
uses  which  he  has  made,  and  the  usea 
which  he  has,  not  made  of  his  prero* 
gative,  added  to  the  abuses  of  parliaiment. 
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are  iacontestible  reasons  for  my  motion. 
Thi^,  Sir,  is  all  I  shall  at  present  say  upon 
the  question :  4f  any  objection  shall  i>e 
made,  or  argument  urged  against  it,  I 
will  answer  them  as  well  as  I  am  able.  I 
will  not  therefore  novir  take  up  more  of 
your  time,  but  conclude  with  a  motion, 
that  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to 
shorten  the  present  duration  of  parlia- 
ments. 

Mr.  Alderman  Tovmsehd  secohded  the 
'  motion,  and  said  that  his  friend  had  moved 
it  as  a  great  constitutional  question,  and 
he  hoped  it  would  be  considered  as  such ; 
for  his  part  he  should  always  consider  the 
question  as  on^  of  the  greatest  that  could 
come  before  that  House :  to  make  elec- 
tions frequent  would  be  to  make  them  firee : 
as  his  worthy  friend  and  brother  alderman 
had/sai4  so  much  upon  the  subject,  he 
i^euld  content  himself  with  seconding  it. 

Mr.  Coxe  observed,  that  he  could  not 
think  the  hon.  gentleman  had  gone  far 
enough ;  that  it  was  the  corruption  of  the 
times  that  would  prevent  a  free  election ; 
that  bad  he  moved,  or  could  find  out  a 
way  to  abolish  that,  he  would  readily  join 
him  in  the  present  Question :  but  whilst 
that  subsisted,  he  could  not  come  into  the 
•  present  question,  as  giving  any  prospect  of 
a  .more  free  election  and  representation 
than  at  present. 

The  House  divided.  The  Teas  went 
forUn 

Tellers. 
v_.„  J  Alderman  Sawbridge   -> 
^^^'jAldermanTownsend   -$ 
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So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

Debate  in  the  Commons  on  the  East 
India  Judicature  Bill.*']    March  30.  Mr. 

*  "  NotwilbstaodiDg  the  implied  recom- 
mendalloo  that  bad  been  so  early  given,  for  an 
^quiry  idto  t|ie  aflaire  of  the  E^t  Jntiia  cora- 
paoy,  and  the  ettablisbraent  of  some  regula- 
tions for  their  future  government,  the  tlouse 
had  now  sat  near  three  months,  without  the 
smallest  notice  being  uken  of  that  businifss. 
The  first  notice  that  was  Uken  of  this  business, 
was  in  consequence  of  a  motion  made,  March 
.  30,  by  the  deputy  chairman  of  the  East  India 
company,  fur  \etLve  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  the 
hetter  regulation  of  the  company's  servants  and 
concerns  in  India.  This  Bill  had  no  smaller 
objects  in  view,  than  the  restraining  of  the  go- 
vernor and  council  from  all  manner  of  trade, 
and  the  making  of  a  total  alteration  in  the  court 
l^nudicatare,  and  in  the  mode  of  administenog 


Sullivan  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill 
for  the  better  Regulation  of  the  Affiiirs  of 
the  East  India  Company,  and  of  their  ser- 
vants in, India,  and  ior  the  due  administra- 
tion of  justice,  in  Bengal.  He  declared 
that  the  Bill  had  two  objects,  that  of  re- 
straining the  governor  and  council  from  all 
trade,  and  that  of  establbhiog  a  proper 
mode  of  administering  justice,  by  extend- 
ing the  authority  of  the  court  of  justice  at 
Calcutta  over  all  Bengal.  The  motion 
being  seconded, 

^lr.  ComwaU  opposed  it  as  improper, 
without  a  previous  enquiry  into  the  state  ^ 
of  facts,  on '  which,  as  grounds,  the  act  I 
was  to  give  the  Company  a  new  charter 
might  be  grounded. 

Mr.  Rumbold  then  made  a  speech,  in 
which  he  endeavoured  ^to  exculpate  the 
Company's  servants,  and  topaint  tbesitoa- 
tion  of  Bengal  in  a  very  favourable  light; 
declaring  that,  as  an  innocent  man,  k 
wished  for  an  enquiry,  that  those  who 
were  unjustly  traduced  might  be  distin* 
guished  from  the  persons  really  guilty. 

In  the  course  ot  this  debate,  lord  Cli?e, 
in  a  lonff  and  eloquent  speech,  defended 
himself  nom  late  publications  and  acctua- 
tiona  against  him  from  the  court  of  direc- 
tors. This  he  did  in  a  manner  ve^  ho- 
nourable to  himself.  He  ako,  as  well  as 
somb  others  of  the  Company's  servants^  laid 
great  blame  on  the  court  of  directors,  and 
the  general  courts.  Governor  Johnstone 
replied  to  him.  The  speeches  of  lord 
Clive  and  governor  Johnstone  are  here 
printed  from  their  own  corrected  copies. 

LQrd  Clive  rose  and  said : 

Sir ;  it  is  with  great  diffidence  that 
I  attempt  to  speak  to  this  House,  bat  I 
find  myself  so  particularly  called  upon, 
that  I  must  make  the  attempt,  though  I 
should  expose  myself  in  so  aoing.    With 

justice  in  Bengal;  besides  greatly  enlargio? 
tbecompanv's  powers  with  respect  toitsfer* 
vants,  and  toe  lading  of  many  new  restrictiouf 
upon  them. 

**  The  reasons  ursfed  in  support  of  the  mo^ 
tion  were,  that  the  bad  state  of  our  affairs  in 
India  was  owing  to  the  liitle  power  tbe  court 
of  directors  had  to  punish  their  serranti,  either 
for  disobedience  to  their  orders,  or  formal* 
practices  in  their  several  departinentD ;  that 
nothing  could  contribute  more  to  those  epomi- 
ties,  than  that  solecism  in  reason  and  policyi  ^^ 
kliuwing  the  governors  of  distant  couDiries  to 
become  traders  and  merchapts ;  and  that  tbe 
judicature  at  Bengal  was  established  when  ve 
had  only  a  small  ten-ltory»  and  was  toUlly  on- 
equal  to  the  admini9tration  of  justice  in  so  rail 
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what  confidence  can  I  Tenture  to  give  my 
tentiments  upon  a  subject  of  such  national 
consequence,  who  myself  stand  charged 
with  having  been  the  cause  of  the  present 
melancholy  situation  of  the  Company's 
affairs  in  Bengal  ?  This  House  can  have 
no  reliance  on  my  opinion,  whilst  such  an 
impression  remains  unremoved.  The 
House  will  therefore  give  nie  leave  to  re- 
SQore  this  impression,  and  to  endeavour  to 
restore  myself  to  that  favourable  opinion, 
which,  I  natter  myself,  they  entertamed  of 
my  conduct  before  these  charges  were 
exhibited  against  me.  Nor  do  I  wish  to 
laj  wf  conduct  before  the  members  of 
this  House  only  ;-—I  speak  likewise  to  my 
country  in  general,  npon  whom  I  put  my-. 
self,  not  only  without  reluctance,  but  with 
alacrity. 

It  is  well  known  that  I  was  called  upon, 
in  the  year  1764,  by  a  general  court,  to 
undertake  ^he  management  of  the  Com- 
pany's sf&irs  in  Bengal,  when  they  were 
in  a  7ery  critical  and  dangerous  situation. 
It  is  as  well  known,  that  my  circumstances 
were  independent  and  affluent.  Happy  in 
the  sense  of  my  past  conduct  and  services, 
happy  in  my  family,  happy  in  my  connec- 
tions, happy  in  every  thing  but  my  health, 
which  I  lost  in .  the  Company's  se.rvice, 
never  to  be  regained.  This  situation,  thir 
bappiness,  I  relinquished  at  the  call  of  the 
Company,  to  go  to  a  far  distant,  unhealthy 
climate,  to  undertake  tlie  envious  task  of 
reformation.— My  enemies  will  suppose, 
that  1  was  actuated  by  mercenary  motives. 
But  this  House,  and  my  country  at  large, 

tdomioiou  as  we  now  possess  in  that  part  of 
tbe  world. 

"  It  wu  said  on  the  other  side,  that  it  was 
onparliameDUry  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  redress  a 
irrieraDce,  without  some  prior  proof  that  the 
grierance  existed ;  that  the  House  ought  first 
to  enter  into  ao  enquiry  conceroing  our  present 
fituatioD  in  India,  and  the  causes  that  led  to 
it;  that  it  was  to  be  feared  the  enquiry  would 
shew,  that  the  evils  lay  too  deep  to  be  remedied 
by  the  proposed  Bill ;  that  it  would  be  almost 
inpossiikle  to  prevent  the  company's  servants 
from  tradiag,  dhrectly  or  iodtrectly ;  that  the 
Msdio^  oat  a  few  persons  learned  in  the  laws 
of  Bogtand,  as  Judges,  was  very  inadequate  to 
the  porposes  of  executing  the  laws  in  so  vast  a 
^orooQutrj^;  and  that  the  measure  would 
^premature,  as  we  had  not  yet  determined  by 
)||ut  laws  the  inhabitants  should  be  governed. 
^e  motion  was  however  carried,  and  a  Bill 
*»•  Maie  time  after  brought  In  accordiofl^ly. 

'*  At  this  Bill  was  toully  laid  by  aAer  the 
^*l^  reading,  we^only  take  notice  of  it,  to 
*«*  in  what  manner  it  led  to  the  enqniry  that 
»u  immediately  begun  into  the  aflkirs  of  the 


will,  I  hoi>e,  think  more  liberally.  They 
will  conceite  that  I  undertook  this  expe« 
ditioii  from  a  principle  of  gratitude,  from 
a  point  of  honour,  and  from  a  desire  of 
domg  essential  service  to  that  Company, 
under  whose  auspices  I  had  acquired  my 
fortune  and  my  lame* 

My  prospects  on  goin^  abroad  were  by 
no  means  pleasing  or  encouraging;  for 
after  a  violent  contest,  thirteen  dfrectora 
only  were  chosen,  who  thought  favourably 
of  my  endeavours  to  serve  the  Company ; 
the  other  eleven,  however  well  they  mt^t 
wish  to  the  Company,  were  not  willing 
that  their  good  purposes  should  be  ac- 
complished by  me.  They  first  gave  all 
possible  obstruction  to  my  acceptance  of 
the  government,  and  aftemtards  declined 
investing  me  with  those  powers,  without 
which  I  could  not  have  acted  effectually^ 
for  the  benefit  of  the  Company.  Upon 
my  arrival  in  Bengal,  I  found  toe  powers 
given  were  so  loosely  and  jesuitically 
worded,  that  they  were  immediately  con* 
tested  by  the  council.  .  I  was  determined, 
however,  to  put  the  most  extensive  con* 
straction  upon  them,  because  I  was  deter* 
mined  to  do  my  duty  to  my  country. 

Three  paths  were  before  me.  One  was 
strewed  with  abundance  of  fair  advantages* 
I  might  have  put  myself  at  the  head  of 
the  government  as  I  found  it.  I  might 
have  encou'tiged  the  resolution  which  the 
gentlemen  hatT  taken,  not  to  execute  the 
new  covenants,  which  prohibited  the  re» 
ceipt  of  .pr^ents :  and  although  I  had 
executed  the  covenants  mjrself,  1  might 

company,  and  probahly  in  some  measure  to  the 
great  revolution  which  has^since  taken  place  in 
mem.  It  could  scarcely  indeed  be  expected, 
that  a  Bill  of  such  importance,  brought  in  so 
late  in  the  season,  could  have  passed,  as  the 
train  of  investigation  which  roost  necessarily 
arise  from  it  would  have  been  suflkient  to  bava 
taken  up  much  of  the  time,  if  not  the  whole, 
of  a  long  session. 

**  In  the  debates  upon  this  occasion,  much  ^ 
altercation  arose,  and  many  long  charges  and 
defences  were  made,  between  some  gentlemen 
who  were  leaders  of  parties,  or  had  considera- 
ble influence  in  the  India  courts,  and  some 
others,  that  had  acquired  ^vast  fortunes  in  the 
company's  service  abroad..  These  nuitters 
would  nave  been  of  little  consequence  to  the 
public,  if,  through  the  heat  that  attended  them, 
and  perhaps  the  animosity  from  whence  tbey 
proceeded,  the  conduct  and  affairs  of  the  com- 
pany, and  the  transactions  of  her  servants,  had 
not  been  laid  open  in  such  a  manner,  as  evi- 
dently shewed,  that  they  merited  a  strict  en- 
quiri^,  and  wanted  much  regnhttloD."  Annual 
Register. 
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liavf  contrived  to  return  to  England  with 
im  immense  fortnne,  in&mously  added  to 
^e  one  before  honourably  obtained. 
Such  an  increase  of  wealth  might  have 
lidded  to  my  weight  in  this  country,  but  it 
woidd  not  hav$  added  to  my  peace  of' 
mind ;  because  all  men  of  honour  and  sen- 
timent would  Mve  justly  condemned  me. 

Finding  my  powers  thus  disputed,  I 
might  in  despair  have  given  up  the  com- 
mon-wealth, and  have  left  Bengal,  without 
making  an  e&rt  to  save  it.  Such  a  con- 
duct would  have  been  deemed  the  effect 
of  folly  and  cowardice. 

llie  third  path  was  intricate.  Dangers 
and  difficulties  were  on  every  side.  But  I 
resolved  to  pursue  it.  In  short,  I  was 
determined  to  do  ray  duty  to  the  public, 
although  I  shoidd  incur  the  odium  of  the 
w4iole  settlement.  The  welfare  of  the 
Company  required  a  vigorous  exertion, 
Und  I  took  the  resolution  of  cleansing  the 
Augean  stable. 

It  was  that  conduct  which  has  occa- 
sioned ^e  public  papers  to  teem  with 
acurrUity  and  abuse  a^^nst  me,  ever  since 
my  return  to  England  It  was  that  con- 
duct which  occasioned  these  charges. 
But  it  was  that  conduct  which  enables  me 
now,  when  the  day  of  judgment  is  come, 
to  look  my  judges  in  the  fisice.  It  was 
that  conduct  which  enables  me  now  to 
lay  my  hand  upon  my  heart,  and  most  so- 
lemnly to  declare  to  this  House,  to  the 
gallery,  an^  to  the  whole  world  at  large, 
that  I  never,  in  a  single  instance,  lost  sight 
of  what  I  thought  the  honour  and  true  in- 
terest of  my  country  and  the  Company; 
Chat  I  was  never  guilty  of  any  acts  of  vio- 
lence or  oppression,  unless  the  bringing 
offenders  to  justice  can  be  deemed  so; 
that  as  to  extortion,  such  an  idea  never 
entered  into,  my  mind ;  that  I  did  not  suffer 
those  under  me  to  commit  any  acts  of  vio- 
lence, oppression,  or  extortion;  that  my 
influence  wa6  never  employed  for  the  ad- 
vantage of  any  man,  contrary  to  the 
strictest  principles  of  honour  and  justice ; 
and  that  so  far  from  reaping  any  benefit 
myself  from  the  expedition,  I  returned  to 
Ensland  many  thousand  pounds  out  of 
pocket.-^A  fact  of  which  this  House  will 
presently  be  convinced. 

The  House  will,  I  hope,  permit  me  to 
lay  before  them,  a  state  of  tne  charges  I 
bave  alluded  to,  as  well  as  of  the  manner 
tn  which  they  were  conveyed  to  me. 

The  first  public  intimation  I  had  of  them, 
was  by  the  tollowing  Letter  from  the  Com- 
pany's secretary. 


Debate  in  the  Commons 

^*  My  lord ;  the  court  of  directonof  tbe 
East  India  Company,  having  lately  re* 
ceived  several  papers,  containiog  char^ 
respecting  the  management  of  the  Com- 
pany's afiiurs  in  Bengal,  wherein  your 
lordship  is  made  a  party,  I  am  command* 
ed  to  se^d  to  you  the  enclosed  copies 
thereof,  and  at  the  same  time  to  acquaint 
your  lordship,  that  if  you  have  any  obser- 
vations to  make  thereon,  the  court  of  di- 
rectors would  be  glad  to  receive  them  as 
expeditiously  as  may  be  convenient  to 
your  lordship.  I  am  with  great  reniect, 
my  lord,  &c.  Ac.        P.  Mitchej^l,  Sec." 

«  East  India  House,  7th  Jan.  1772," 
«  The  right  hon.  Lord  Clive." 

My  reply  was  to  the  court  of  directors 
as  follows : 

<<  Gentlemen ;  I  have  received  a  letter 
from  your  secretary  inclosing  copies  of 
several  papers,  which  he  informs  me  were 
lately  received  by  you,  containing  charges 
respecting  the  management  of  the  Com- 
pany's affairs  in  Bengal,  wherein  I  am 
made  a  party ;  and  at  the  same  time  ac- 
quainting me,  that  if  I  have  any  observa- 
tions to  make  thereon,  you  will  be  glad  to 
receive  them  as  expeditiously  as  may  be 
convenient  to  me. 

*<  You  have  not  been  pleased  to  inform  j 
me,  from  whom  you  received  those  papere; 
to  what  end  they  were  laid  before  you; 
what  resolution  you  have  come  tocoDcern- 
rng  them ;  nor  for  what  purpose  you 
expect  my  observations  upon  them. 

**  I  shall,  however,  observe  to  vou,  that 
upon  thd  public  records  of  the  Company, 
wnere  the  whole  of  my  conduct  is  stated, 
you  may  find  a  sufficient  confutation  of  tbe 
charges  which  you  have  transmitted  to  me. 
And  I  cannot  but  suppose^  that  if  soy 
part  of  my  conduct  had  oeen  injurious  to 
the  service,  contradictory  to  my  engage- 
ments with  the  Company,  or  even  myste- 
rious to  you,  four  years  and  a  half,  since 
my  arrival  in  England,  would  not  bare 
elapsed,  before  your  duty  would  have  io- 
pelled  you  to  call  me  to  account.  I  ^f 
gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  servant. 

«*  To  the  hon.  the  Court        Clive." 
of  Directors.** 

The  charges  I  shall  briefly  state  in  the 
following  order. 

First,  a  monopoly  of  cotton.— Trade 
was  not  my  profession.  My  line  has  been 
military  and  political.  I  owe  all  1  have  in 
the  world  to  my  having  been  at  the  heaA 
of  an  army ;  and  as  to  cotton-— I  l^oow  no 
more  about  it  than  the  pope  of  Rooe^ 
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The  second  diarge  against  me  is  a  mo- 
Dopol  J  of  diamonds.  And  this  also  I  shall 
get  rid  of  in  a  few  words. — ^There  are  only 
tiro  channels  by  which  a  servant  of  the 
Company  can,  with  propriety,  remit  his 
fortune.  The  one,  by  paying  the  money 
iato  the  treasuiy  in  India,  and  receiving 
bills  upon  the  Company,  payable  in  Eng- 
land: the  other  by  diamonds. 

By  the  acquisition  of  the  Duannee,  and 
the  successful  endeavours  of  the  select 
committee,  the  Companv's  treasury  was  so 
rich,  that  we  could  not  have  been  justified 
io  drawing  bills  upon  the  Company.  It 
was  necessary  I  should,  iosome  mode, remit 
the  amount  of  my  jaghire.  For  this  pur- 
pose, and  for  this  only,  I  sent  an  agent  into 
a  distant  and  independent  country  to  make 
purchases  of  diamonds.  Those  diamonds 
were  not  sent  home  clandestinely;  I  caused 
them  to  be  registered :  I  paid  the  duties 
open  them,  and  these  remittances,  upon 
the  wholes  tarn  out  three  per  cent.,  worse 
than  bilis  of  exchange  upon  the  Company. 
— lliis  is  all  I  know  of  a  monopoly  of 
diamonds. 

The  third  charge  is,  frauds  in  the  ex- 
change and  in  the  gold  coinage. — This  is  a 
sobject  very  much  out  of  my  sphere.  I 
am  totallr  unacquainted  with  the  propor- 
tions of  alloy,  and  t^e  mixture  of  metals. 
All  I  can  speak  to  is  the  principle  upon 
which  we  formed  the  plan  of  a  gold 
coinage. 

Every  body  knows,  that  silver  is  the 
ooly  current  coin  in  Bengal,  and  that  ffold 
is  merely  a  species  of  merchandize.    TKe 
select  comnuttee,  apprehensive  that  the 
prodigiooa  annual  drains  of  silver  to  China 
and  other  places,  would  soon  occasion  a 
scarcity  of  that  mefalin  Bengal,  consider- 
ed of  means  to  obviate  the  bad  effect  of 
^oae  exports.    We  knew  that  there  must 
be  great  quantities  of  gold  in  the  country, 
and  we  hoped  to  make  it  circulate  in  coin. 
—Hence  the  establishment  of  the  gold 
currency.    Whether  it  answered  our  pur- 
pose or  not,  I  cannot  say,  as  I  did  not  re- 
main in  Bengal  long  enough  to  experience 
the  effect  of  it.    But  this  I  know,  that  the 
assay  and  mint  master,  by  whose  judgment 
we  were  guided,  was  a  very  able  and  a 
very  honest  man,  and  has,  I  understand, 

S'  en  a  fu)l  and  satisfactory  explanation  of 
plan  to  the  court  of  directors.  With 
regard  to  myself,  I  shall  only  assert,  that 
1  did  not  receive  a  farthing  advantage  from 
it,  and  that  I  never  sent  a  single  rupee  or 
pld  mohur  tio  be  coined  4n  my  life. 
The  fourth  charge  has  this  extraordinary 
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tiUe.-^A  monopoly  of  salt,  betk  not,  and' 
tobacco,  and  other  commodities,  which 
occasioned  the  lat^  famine.  How  a  mono* 
poly  of  salt,  betle  nut,  and  tobacco,  ii^* 
the  years  1765  and  1766,  could  occasion  a' 
want  of  rain,  and  scarcity  of  rice  in  the 
year  1770,  is  past  my  comprehension.* 
I  confess  I  capnot  answer  that  part  of  thia 
article.  And  as  to  olihet  commodities,  a» 
they  have  not  been  specified,  I  cannot  say 
any  thing  to  them. — But  with  regard  to 
the  monopoly  (as  it  is  called)  of , salt, 
betle  nut,  and  tobacco,  I  will  endeavour 
to  explain  the  whole  of  that  matter,  and 
the  House  will  permit  me  to  dwell  the 
longer  upon  it,  as  it  is  a  point  particularly 
insisted  on  by  rav  adversaries.  It  is  a  pArH 
of  my  conduct  that  may  be  objected  to  by 
those  who  are  unacquainted  with  the  sub"^ 
ject.  1  know  it^  has  been  misunderstood 
and  misrepresented,  even  by  some  of  my 
friends.  They  have  imputed  it  to  an  error 
of  judgment.  Now  however  ready  I  slialf 
always  be  to  acknowledge  such  an  error^ 
yet  I  hope  to  convince  this  liouae,  that 
no  part  of  my  conduct  has  been  more  un^ 
exceptionable,  and  that  the  plan,  if  it  had 
baen  adopted  by  the  cont^  of  directors,, 
and  strictly  adhered  to  by  the  govern^ 
ment  in  Bengal,  would  have 'proved  not 
only  advantageous  to*  the  Company,  but 
also  benefididf  to  the  country:  but  the 
court  of  directors,  alarmed  at  the  word 
monopoly,  seem  never  to  have  examined, 
and  1  am  sure  never  thoroughly  compre- 
hended, the  principles  and  eroct  of  it. 

Many  years  ago  an  expensive  embatssy 
was  Sent  to  Delhi,  to  obtain  certain  grants 
and  privileges  from  the  Great  Mogul,  in  fa- 
vour  of  the  Ea^t  India  Company,  and 
amongst  others  was  obtained  the  privilege 
of  trading  duty  free.  The  servants  were 
indulged  with'  this  privilege,  under  the 
sanction  of  the  Company's  ndme. — The 
Company  never  earned  on  any  inland 
trade.  Their  commerce  has  been  con- 
fined tq  exports  and  imports  only.  It  is 
impo|^sibletnat  the  servants  should  have  tt 
more  extensive  right  than  the  Company  it- 
self ever  had.  Yet  they  claimed  a  privi- 
lege of  carrying  on  an  inland  trade,  duty 
free.  The  absurdity  of  a  privilege  so 
ruinous  to  the  natives,  and  so  prejudicial 
to  the  revenues  of  the  country,  is  obvious. 
At  the  revolution  in  1757  no  such  claim 
was  set  up,  nor  was  any  such' trade  car- 
ried on  publicly,  or  to  my  knowledge, 
during  my  goternment,  which  ended  in 
the  beginning  of  the  year  17601 

The  first  appearance  of  this  claim  was 
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ID  governor  YaoiBittart's  time.  The  nabob 
Cossim  Aly  Cawn  strongly  objected  to  it: 
representing  to  the  governor  and  council, 
the  fatal  consequences  to  the  black  mer- 
'  chants  and  to  the  revenues  of  his  country. 
Mr.  Vansittart  was  sensibly  of  the  justice 
of  the  nabob^fi  complaints,  and  soon  after 
entered  into  articles  of  agreement,  that 
the  English  should  carry  on  an  inland 
trade  In  salt,  "paying  a  duty  of  nine  per 
cent*  which  in  fact  was  no  remedy  to  the 
evil,  because  the  natives  paid  infinitely 
more*  The  council  disavowed  this  act  of 
Mr.  Vansittart,  and  insisted  upon  their 
right  to  all  inland  trade,  duty  tree. — The 
nabob,  enraged,  threw  open  the  trade 
tiirougbout  his  country,  and  abolished  all 
duties,  in  order  that  his  awn  subjects 
might  trade  upon  an  equal  footing  with 
the  English.  This  on  the  other  hand  dis- 
obliged the  council,  who  insisted  that  the 
nabob  should  not  suffer  even  his  own  sub^ 
jects  to  trade  duty  free,  but  that  the  Eng- 
lish alone  should  enjoy  that  privilege. 
These  transactions  were  not  dearly  known- 
to  the  court  of  directors  till  the  year 
1762;  when  they  disapproved  of  them  in 
the  strongest  terras,  positively  forbidding 
their  servants  to  carry  on  any  inland  trade 
whatsoever.  It  was  nevertheless  conti* 
nued,  and  with  exemption  from  duties, 
except  in  the  artide  of  salt :  upon  which 
a  duty  of  two  and  a  half  per  cent,  only  was 
agreed  to  be  paid,  by  a  treaty  with  the 
nabob  Meer  Jaiffier,  after  the  deposition  of 
Cossim  Aly  Cawn. 

Although  the  court  of  directors  had 
been  of  opinion  that  the  inland  trade  oueht 
to  be  totally  abolished ;  they,  as-  wellas 
die  proprietors,  thought  the  Company's 
servants  might  be  indulged  in  it,  under 
certain  restrictions  and  regulations.  In 
consequence  of  this  idea,  the  general  court, 
on  the  18th  of  May,  1764>,  came  to  the 
fdlowing  Resolution : 

*<  Resolved,  that  it  be  recommended  to 
the  court  of  directors,  to  re-consider  the 
orders  sent  to  Bengal,  relative  to  the  trade 
of  the  Company's  servants,  in  the  articles 
ofsalt,  betle  nut,  and  tobacco;  and  that 
they  do  give  such  directions  for  regulating 
the  same,  agreeably  to  ^e  interest  of  the 
Company  and  Subah,  as  to  them  may  ap- 
pear most  prudent:  either  by  settling 
nere  at  home  the  restrictions  under  which 
this  trade  ought  to  be  carried  on,  or  by 
referring  it  to  the  governor  and  council  of 
Fort  William  to  regulate  this  important 
point,  in  such  a  manner  as  may  prevent . 
aU  future  disputes  betwixt  t!be  Subah  and 
the  Company.'* 
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This  Resolution  was  supported  by  the 
court  of  directoi^  who  in  their  general 
letter  to  the  governor  and  council,  dated 
1st  of  June,  1764,  at  the  time  I  went  out 
to  India,  issued  the  following  orders. 

Far.  54.  ^^  For  the  reasons  gWen  in  our 
letter  of  the  8th  of  February  last,  we  vere 
then  induced  to  send  positive  orders  to 
put  a  final  and  effectual  end  to  the  iolaod 
trade  in  salt,  betle  nut,  and  tobacco,  and 
all  other  articles  whatsoever,  produced 
and  consumed  in  the  country :  to  the  re- 
marks we  made  in  that  letter,  we  must 
add  one  observation,  which  is,  it  appears 
very  extraordinary,  that  in  a  trade  so  ex* 
tremely  lucrative  to  individuals,  tlte  in- 
terest of  the  Company  should  not  have 
been  at  all  attended  to,  or  considered. 

55*  **  Those  prders  were«ent,  it  ia  true, 
before  we  received  the  new  treaty  you  en-t 
tered  into  with  Meer  Jaffier  Aiy  Cawn, 
upon  his  re-establishment  in  the  subah- 
ship,  in  which  it  is  agreed,  that  the 
English  shall  carry  on  their  trade,  by 
means  of  their  own  dustick,  free  from 
all  duties,  taxes,  and  impositions,  in  all 
parts  of  the  country,  excepting  ihe  ar- 
ticle of  salt;  on  which  a  duty  of  two  and 
a.  half  per  cent,  is  to  be  levied  on  the 
rowanna  or  Houghly  market  price ;  where- 
in it  is  further  agreed,  that  the  late  per- 
wannahs  issued  by  Cossim  Aly  Cawn, 
grantinff  to  all  merchants  the  exemption 
of  all  duties,  for  the  space  of  two  year^, 
shall  be  reversed  and  called  in,  and  the 
duties  collected  as  before. 

56.  '"  These  are  terms  which  appear  to 
be  so  very  injurious  to  the  nabob  and  to 
the  natives,  that  they  cannot,  in  the  very 
nature  of  them,  tend  to  any  thing  but  the 
producing  general  heart-burnings  and  dis- 
satisfaction;  and  consequently  there  can 
be  little  reason  to  expect  the  tranquillity 
of  the  country  qan  oe  permanent:  the 
orders  therefore,  in  our  said  letter  of  tlie 
8th  of  February,  are  to  remain  in  force, 
until  a  more  equitable  and  satisfactory 
plan  can  be  formed  and  adopted^  which  as 
It  is  impossible  for  us  to  frame  here,  desti- 
tute ai|  we  are  of  the  information  and 
lights  necessary  to  guide  us  in  settling 
such  an  important  afiair — 

57.  "  You  are  therefore  hereby  ordered 
and  directed,  as  £0<mi  after  the  receipt  of 
this  as  may  be  convenient,  to  consult  the 
nabob  as  to  the  manner  of  carrying  on  the 
inland  trade  in  salt,  betle  nut,  and  to- 
bacco, and  the  other  artides  nroduced 
and  consumed  ii^the  country,  wnicfa  may 
be  most  to  his  satis&ction  and  advantage, 
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tbe  inteicst  of  the  Companyi  and  likewise 
of  the  Coropany'g  fiorvants. 

58.  «  Ycmarethereupontofonnaproper 
aod  equitable  plan  for  carrying  on  the  said 
trade,  aod  tnmttnit  the  same  to  ua,  accom- 
jMoiied  by  such  explanationsi  observations, 
lad  recaarks,  as  may  enable  us  to  give  our 
wotifDeots  aod  directions  thereupon  in  a 
fiill  and  explicit  manner* 

59.  '^  In  doing  this,  as  before  observed, 
yoq  are  to  have  a  particular  regard  to  Uie 
interest  aod  entire  satisfitu^tion  of  the  na- 
bob, both  with  r^pect  to  his  revenues, 
sod  the  proper  support  of  his  government : 
in  short,  this  plan  must  be  settled  with  his 
free  will  and  consent,  and  in  such  a  man- 
ner as  not  to  afford  any  just  grounds  for 
compIaioL 

60.  "  Id  the  next  place,  the  utmost  care 
and  attention  must  be  bestowed  in  forming 
the  said  plan,  that  in  some  proper  mode 
et  shape,  a  just,  and  equitable  considera- 
tion be  secured  for,  the  Coiapany. 

6L  **  If  any  inconveniences  shall  be  ap- 
prehended to  arise  to  the  Company's  in- 
Testments,  ^of^  carrying  on  such  an  in- 
huul  trade ;  you  are  to  give  us  your  full 
thoughts  thereupon,  and  in  what  manner 
they  may  be  obviated. 

62.  *<  You  are  to  give  your  impartial  and 
onbiaased  thoughts  also,  whether  the  par- 
rying on  this  inland  trade  may  affect  the 
jost  rights  and  privileges  of  the  French, 
Dutch,  or  any  other  Europeans,  and 
thereby  tend  to  draw  on  any  national  aL 
tercations  and  embroil?,  which  are  by  all 
means  to  be  avoided :  in  forming  the  said 
plsn,  therefore,  you  are  to  be  particularly 
csreful  to  prevent  these  or  any  other  evils 
of  the  like  kind/' 

Notwithstanding  these  authorities,  it 
has  been  asserted,  that  the  select  commit- 
^  in  Bengal,  when  the^  framed  a  plan 
^  carrying  on  the  trade  in  salt,  belle  nut, 
ttd  tolmc<^,  acted  in  disobedience  to  the 
orders  of  tl^  Company.  And  to  support 
this  assertion,  partial  extracts  have  been 
produced  of^ome  of  the  Company's  letters, 
vhich  were  in  &ct  written  in  answer  to 
those  proceedings  of  former  admmistra- 
^  in  Bengal,  of  which  I  have  already 
given  some  de&cription. 
,  When  the  select  committee  assembled 
m  Bengal,  they  were  determined  upon  a 
thorough  reformation.  They  were  deter- 
nuDcd  at  all  events  to  do  their  dutv. 

It  is  necessary  the  House  should  know 
°^  there  are  but  two  ways  by  which 
geoUemen  can  acquire  fortunes  in  Bengal 
'^by  the  inland  trade*  9jii  by  presents. 

lVOL.XVa.1  ^ 


The  export  and  import  trade  had  been  for 
some  yc»rs  dwindling  away,  and  was  npt^ 
worth  the  attention  of  the  servants.  It 
was  carried  on  chiefly  by  free  merchanta 
and  iree  mariners,  ana  they  could  scarcely 
live  by  it.  The  inland  trade  was,  as  I  hav9 
shewn,  permitted  to  be  carried  on  imoii 
some  equitable  plan,  for  the  bene$t  ofuit 
Company,  who  had  hitherto  received  no 
advantage  from  it,  and  likewise  for  the 
benefit  of  the  Company's  servants,  who 
hitherto  had  swallowed  up  the  whole. 

With  regard  to  the  receipt  of  presents  : 
that  mode  of  raising  a  fortune  was  intend* 
ed  to  be  prevented  by  the  new  covenants. 
But  we  must  consider  a  little  the  nature 
of  the  funds  for  presents.  Every  levolu* 
tion  in  Bengal  was  attended  with  some 
diminution  of  the  nabob's  authority,  and 
with  some  advantages  to  the  Conmany* 
Cossim  Aly  Cawn,  upon  the  deposition  of 
Meer  Jaffier,  was  obliged  to  make  over  to 
the  Company,  territorSd  possessions  to  the 
amount  of  between  six  and  seven  hundred 
thousand  pounds  per  annum.  Meer 
Jaffier,  when  he  was  reinstated  in  the 
subahship,  added  above  sixty  thousand 
pounds  a  month  more ;  for  the  support  of 
our  army  during  the  war:  so  that  the 
Company  became  possessed  of  one  half  of 
the  nabob's  revenues.^— The  nabob  waa 
allowed  to  collect  the  other  half  for  him- 
self. But  in  fact,  he  was  no  more  than  a 
banker  for  the  Company's  servants,  who 
could  draw  upon  him  as  often,  and  to 
what  ainount  they  pleased. 

The  new  covenants  indeed,  which  pro« 
hibited  the  receipt  of  presets,  were  in* 
tended  to  prevent  this  mode  of  raising  for- 
tunes; but  the  select  committee  went  much 
deeper ;  they  struck  at  the  root  of  the 
evil,  by  procuring  the  whole  for  the  Com- 
pany ;  woich  totSly  deprived  the  servants 
of  tnis  resource. , 

It  was  not  expedient,  however,  to  dratr 
the  reins  too  tignt.  It  was  not  expedient 
that  the  Company's  servants  should  pass 
firom  affluence  to  beggary.  It  was  neces-^ 
sary,  that  some  emoluments  should  |ccrue 
to  the  servants  in  general,  and  more  espe- 
cially to  those  in  superior  stations,  who 
were  to  assist  in  carrying  on  the  measures 
of  government.  The  saUiry  of  a  counsellor 
18, 1  think,  scarcely  three  hundred  nounds 
per  annum:  and  it  is  Well  known  that  he 
cannot  live  in  that  country  for  less  than 
three  thousand  pounds.  The  same  pro- 
portion holds  among  the  other  servants. 
It  was  requisite  therefore,"  that  an  esta* 
t)lishment  should  take  place:    and  the 
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select  committee,  After  the  most  mature 
deliberatioii,  judcedy  that  the  trade  b  salt, 
betle  nut  and  traacco,  tinder  proper  re- 
gulations, might  effectually  ansirer  the 
Sorpose.  The  great  object  of  our  consi- 
eratton  was,  whether  this  trade  could  be 
t^golated  for  the  advantage  of  the  Com- 
pany, and  also  for  the  Company^  servants; 
ivithont  oppressing  the  natives.  We 
thought  it  could,  llie  House  wBt  observe 
that  I  make  no  mention  of  the  nabob ; 
because  the  Company,  to  whom  the  reve-* 
noes  now  belonged,  stood  in  his  shoes ; 
a  circiimstance  which  seems  never  to  have 
been  ^oronghlv  adverted  to  by  the  direc- 
tors, evten  to  this  day. 

Had  we  only*  formed  our  plan  and  de- 
ferred the  execution  of  it,  till  the  pleasure 
<»f  the  court  of  directon  should  be  known, 
«H  the  gentlemen  in  then*  service  ftiust  in 
the  mean  time  have  been  totaUy  unprovided 
for.  But  the  dec^red  intention  of  the 
Company  was,  that  the  trade  in  salt,  betle 
nut  find  tobacco,  shovdd  be  regulated  :-r- 
DOt  onlyfortheirdwn  advantage,  but  for  the 
advaht^  of  their  servants.  A  plan  was 
accordingly  framed.  I  was  up  tne  ccnm*' 
try  at  the  time,  employed  in  settling  the 
treaty  of  peace  with  Soja  ul  Dowla,  and 
obtaining  from  the  Mo^,  the  gnmt  of 
the  ^uannee.  The  ^A  was  ftam^ 
principally  by  Mr.  Sumner :  who  took  the 
medium  price  of  salt,  throughout  the 
country,  for  above  twenty  yean  past; 
Sttid  fixed  the  price  at  finom  twelve  to  fif- 
teen per  cent  below  that  medium.  Hence 
it  was  not  probable,  that  any  grievance 
should  fidt  upon  the  poor:  ahd  the  plan 
was  settled  for  one  year  only,  that  we  mwht 
liave  an  early  opportunity  of  complent^ 
afterwards  what  was  originally  intended  tt 
im  experiment.  A  duty,  however,  of 
thirty-five  per  cent,  upon  Ml  was  esta- 
Jblished  for  the.  Company,  which  amounted 
to  about  mfiOOL  per  annum:  and  all  the 
Company's 'servants  excttt  writers,  and 
also  all  fke  field  officers  of  the  army,  had 
shares,  according  to' their  respective  rank. 
But  I  soon  found  there  was  some'defect 
in  this  plan.  It  was  really  a  monopoly. 
The  trade  was  taken  out  of  the  hands  of 
•otne  of  the  merchants.  The  proportion 
or  the  Company's  servanU  was  too  Uige; 
the  duty  to  the  Company  was  too  small : 
the  agents  appointed  to  sell  the  salt  had 
made  an  improper  use  of  their  power ; 
they  had  not  strictly  kept  up  tp  their  con- 
tract, which  was,  that  they  should  receive 
five  per  cent,  upon  the.«de  of  salt,  as  a 
vecompeooe  for  fikcur  trouble,  and  that 
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they  should  not  enter  into  any  trade  fot 
themselves,  under  a  very  severe  penalty. 

I  therefore  proposed  a  plan  for  the 
next  year,  which  1  think  destroyed  every 
idea  of  monopoly.  The  society,  instead 
of  employing  agents  up  the  country  to 
dispose  of  the  salt,  were  to  sell  it  at  Cak 
cutta,  and  at  -the  places  ^vrliere  it  was  made 
to  the  black  merchants  only:  who  were 
each  limited  to  a  certain  quantihr  of  pur« 
chase,  and  tied  down  to  a  price  for  sale  at 
every  market  town.  The  doty  to  the 
Company  was.  now  eatabli^ed  at  fifty  per 
cent,  which  would  produce  160,000i.  per 
annum ;  the  black  merchants  were  to  have 
the  liberty  of  transporting  tiie  salt  aH  over 
the  country,  free  trom  every  taxation  or 
obstruction ;  and  the  strictest  orders  were 
issued,  thatno  Englmhmen,  or  their  agents, 
should  directly  or  indirectly  have  any  fiv- 
ther  concern  m  it. 

With  regard  to  Ae  price,  I  must  infimn 
the  House,  that  in  Bengal  salt  stands  the 
niaker  in  about  2s.  6A  per  maund,  by  the 
time  it  reaches  Calcutta.  A  maund  is 
eighty  pounds.  The  duty  to  the  Com* 
pany,  aild  the  advantages  to  the  servants, 
were  stated  at  about  two  shillings  and  six- 
pence more,  which  makes  upon  the  whole 
one  hundred  per  cent  Salt  in  England, 
I  am  teld,  stands  the  maker  in  about 
dght-pence  per  bushel,  or  fifty-six  pounds: 
aim  m  duty  is  three  shiftinj^  and  four- 
pence  per  bushel,  which  is  five  hundred 
per  cent  I  have  enquired  into  the  sah 
trade  in  England.  I  think  we  settled  it 
imon  rather  a  better  footing  in  India;  for 
the  quantity  to  be  boodit  by  any  one 
dealer  was  fixed  ^  and  the  price  at  which 
it  wa9  to  be  s<dd  in  every  town  through- 
out the  kinfldonii  according  to  the  distance 
firom  the  salt  pans,  was  also  fixed. 

in  London,  salt  is  sold  at  5«.  a  bushel : 
whldi  is  something  less  than  a  penny  a 
pound.  In  India,  salt  is  sold  by  tfaa 
maund,  which  is,  as  I  have  said,  80  pounds: 
and  it  comes  to  a  rupee,  or  St.  6dL  a 
maund,  all  expences  paid,  exclusive  of 
the  duty.  The  duty,  as  I  have  informed 
the  House,  is  2f.  6d.  more. 

Now  I  will-suppose  that  salt,  in  Bengal^ 
sold,  under  the  second  year's  plan,  at  the 
very  price  fixed  by  the  first  year's  plan  s 
then  It  would  sti^id  the  consumer  in  about 
three  farthings  a  pound  at  Calcutta;  a 
penpy  a  pound  at  distant  places;  and  ftr^, 
tarthmgs  a  pound  at  Patna,  which  is  one 
of  the  most  distant  parts,  being  aboua 
1,200  miles  by  water  firom  Calcutta. 

Hie  whole  quantity  of  aal(  oootrfd^cl 
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fiir  bjF  thf  laoielv  ww  91  Iflpka  of 
ma^oda:  which  Bmftiplied  by  80,  for  the 
namber  of  maundB  m  «  Doundi  make 
ld2  miUioDt  ef  poimda.  The  number  of 
inhabicants  I  dud)  take  upon  the  hon. 
nember't  (Mh  SoUivan)  copiputation, 
that  is  to  ^7,  15  millions.  I  strike  ofP 
fire  millions  for  infiunts  and  aoddenta. 
Thai  divide  the  192  miilions  of  pounds  bj 
tfie  other  10  millions  of  ushabitants,  and 
we  shaQ  find  the  Quantity  of  salt  coi> 
somed  in  one  year,  by  die  rioh  and  by  the 
poor,  will  be  under  ^  pounds  each.  To 
me  the  aigument  its  utmost  scope,  I  allow 
§0  pounds  to  th^  poor  as  wdl  as  to  therich 
man;  althoudi  it  is  certain  he  does  not 
consume 'half  th^  ^u^ntitv.  These  20 
pounds  will  cost  the  mdividual  at  Qidcutta 
rather  less  than  U*  %d^im  the  center  of 
the  pronnoes,  !«•  8c{«;  and  at  Patna,  the 
cmtest  distance,  rather  less  than  28. 6d. 
This  is  the  utmost  of  every  man's  ex- 
pencein  the  year  for  salt* 

Hie  lowest  wages  in  Bengal  ^re  two 
rupees  a  month,  which  is  ^  rupees,  or 
SL  .per  annunp*  The  poor  m^  can 
scarcely  be  said  to  be  at  iiny  other  ex- 
pence  than  for  eating,  lliey  drink  no- 
thing but  water;  they  wear  no  clothes; 
the  nouses  are  built  with  mud  or  clay, 
thatched  with  straw.  Now  I  leave  the 
House  to  judge,  :whetber  the  ezpence  of 
from  Is,  3d.  to  2s.  6d.  a  year  for  20  pounds 
of  salt,  even  to,  these  the  very  poorest  of 
the  inhabitants^  can  be  a  grievance.  The 
eyes  of  the  world  have  been  blinded  by 
publications.  The  matter  of  fact  is  this : 
the  grievance  fell  upon  a  number  of  black 
merchants,  who  used  to  Hve  by  that  trade: 
for  the  Company's  servants  not  onhr  mo- 
BMcdize  the  salt,  but,  by  virtue  of  their 
innoeDoe  and  power,  bought  it  at  what 
price  they  pleased,  and  sold  it  at  ^vrhat 
price  they  ]^eased. 

To  in^hilge.my  enemies  to  the  utmost; 
I  will  allow  for  a  moment,  although  it  is 
not  aot  that  in  the  intermediate  time,  be- 
tween the  farmiq^  of  the  salt  trade  by  a 
Mussulman  (ibr  it  was  always  a  monopoly 
in  the  hands  ef  Cola  Wazed,  or  some  per- 
son or  persons  who  paid  lar^^e  sums  of 
money  to  the  nabob  or  his  ministers  for 
the  exdusivQ  privSege)  and  tte  re^k- 
tions  established  by  u^e  select  committee, 
salt  wa^  sold  somiewhat  cheaper.    What 
does  that  infer  f  It  infers  only  this,  that 
the  Compcmy's  servants,  by  virtue  of  their 
power  and  authority,  exonerated  the  salt 
of  aB  those  duties  and  exactions  which  it 
was  formeily  subject  to^  amounting  per- . 
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haps  to  20Q  per  cent  and  then  m^de  a 
merit  of  selling  it  cheaper  to  the  ii^abif 
taots ;  as  if  i|  set  of  men  in  this  cowfttry, 
by  their  power  and  influenpe,  were  to  do* 
GUae  paymg  the  duty  c^  500  per  cent,  to 
government,  and  then  boast  of  selling  i| 
at  a  lo^cr  price  than  had  been  usual,  la 
jbct,  when  the  salt  was  what  has  beea 
called  an  open  trade,  it  was  then  ihe  most 
monopolized,  because  the  Company>  ser- 
vants traded  in  it  to  what  extent  ana  afllvai»r 
tage  they  thought  proper,  as  indeed  they 
did  in  every  other  article  of  inland  trade*, 

In  short,  the  select  committee  estUr 
blished  ttieir  plan  upon  experieaca  and  a 
thorough  knowledge  of  the  Company^s  ksr 
terest :  and  th^  conduct  of  the  court  .oif 
directors,  in  abolishing  it,  was  founded 
upon  obstinacy  and  ignorance. 

A  short  history  of  the  conduct  of  these 
gentlemen  wMl  set  the  matter  m  its  proper 

i  have  said  before,  that  the  direetora 
disapproved  of  the  trade  in  salt,  betle^nul^ 
and  tobacco  carried  on  by  the  servanSB^ 
from'  the  first  moment  that  they  became 
acouainted  with  i^ 

They  positively  and  repeatedly  ordered, 
that  they  should  have  no  concern  in  it,  di- 
rectly or  indirectly;  th^  dedared  that  it 
was  an  infringement  of^  the  rights  of  the 
natives ;  that  they  had  consultMl  the  sages 
in  the  law,  and  that  the  servants  were  lia- 
ble to  prosecution  for  persevering  in  that 
illicit  trade.  Af^er  tins,  they  agreed  that 
the  select  coQimittee  should  re^ihto  this 
trade>  in  sudi  a  manner  as  might  be  a^ 
vantageous  to  the  Company  ana  their  ser- 
vants, without  injury  to  the  nabob.  Tlie 
committee  did  regulate  it :  a  very  large 
profit  was  established  for  the  Company  £ 
the  servants,  also,  were  amply  provided 
fprx  and  no  oppression  (under  the comr 
mittee's  regi^atiOn]  could  possibly  faH 
upon  the  people  or  the  country.  The 
court  of  directors  disapfuroved  ef  eiir 
plan,  and  did  not  substitute  anv  ia'the 
room  of  it ;  neither  did  they  establish  sasy 
duti^  They  isstied  orders,  that  their 
servants,  who  acted  as  sovereigns,  should 
totally  relinquish  this  trade  themselves^ 
and  endeavour  to  prevent  its  being  moiM^ 
polised  by  any  rich  overgrown  meAshant 
of  the  cpuntry ;  they  meant  that  it  should 
be  laid  open  to  the  natives,  and  to  them 
only,  not  seeing,  that  dieir  orders  could 
not  extend  to  the  servanto  of  foreign  com^ 
panics,  who  wovdd  of  course  gain  eonsi* 
derably  by  that  trade,  of  v^hi^  the  Epf* 
lish  were  to  be  deprived. 
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In  NovembeW  1767»  and  not  before,  the 
Court  of  directors  came  to  a  determination, 
of  allowing  their  senrants,  in  lieu  of  this 
trade,  two  and  a  half  per  cent,  upon  the 
revenues:  they  then  also,  for  the  first 
time,  thought  of  establishing  a  duty  upon 
salt ;  Jhey  propose^  fixing  it  so  as  that  it 
ahould  produce  to  the  Company  SifiOOL 
per  annum.  At  this  time  I  was  in  Eng- 
land, I  heard  accidentally  what  was  m 
agitation.  I  expostulated  with  the  coprt 
of  directors  by  letter ;  ^I  represented  to 
tfiem  that  they  were  doing  the  most  ma* 
nifest  injury  to  the  Company;  that  if 
diose  advantages  whiph  the  select  commit- 
tee had  proposed  for  the  servants  were 
disapproved  of,  they  ought  to  be  enjoyed 
by  tne  Company :  Uiat  those  advantages 
and  the  duties  together  would  amount  to 
^OOfiOOL  per  annum,  which  I  thought  no 
inconsiderable  object.  I  fiuther  repre- 
sented to  them,  that  althouffh  they  should 
give  the  servants  two  and  a  lialf  per  cent, 
on  the  revenues,  in  lieu  of  Uie  salt  trade, 
the  gentlemen  might  still  trade  in  that  ar- 
tide,  under  the  names  of  their  banyans  or 
black  agents,  to  what  extent  they  pleased. 
To  these  representations  they  [mid  no 
other  attention  than  that  of  altering  the 
proposed  duty  from  SlfiOOl.  to  120,00(tf. 
per  annum.  What  was  the  consequence  i 
The  servants  received  the  two  and  a  hatf 
per  cent,  on  the  revenues ;  thev  traded  in 
aalt  as  much  as  ever,— but  without  paying 
the  duty ;  and  I  am  well  informed  that 
the  Company,  from  the  time  of  the  aboli-  * 
tion  of  tne  committee's  plan  to  this  hour, 
bave  not  received  a  shilling  duty.  Finally, 
the  court  of  directors  su&red  this  bhmdi 
of  trade  to  revert  to  the  veiy  channel  from 
whence  had  flowed  all  those  abuses  and  all 
those  misfortunes  which  they  had  so  loudly 
complained  o£  This  trade,  contrarjr  to 
their  own  ideas  of  equity  to  the  natives, 
and  contrary  to  the  advice  of  the  sages  of 
the  law,  is  now  laid  open  to  the  English, 
and  to  eveiy  European,  as  well  as  native 
inhabitant  of  Beng^,  Bahar,' and  Orissa. 
The  consequences  of  this  we  are  still  to 
learn.  As  the  case  stands  at  present,  the 
court  of  directors  have  in  all  this  time 
^five  years)  ffiveh  up  no  less  than  one  mil- 
lion fL've  hundred  thousand  pounds,  which 
the  Company  ought  to  have  received,  if 
the  emoluments  taken  from  the  servants 
liad  been  added  to  the  duty  prc^osed  by 
the  sdect  committee.  And  in  this  sum 
is  'not  induded  the  two  and  a  half  per 
cent,  commission  granted  out  of  the  re- 
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Having  thus  stated  every  thing  mate- 
rial,  relative  to  this  matter,  1  submit  to  the 
couisideration  of  the  House,  whether  the 
plan  adopted  by  the  committee  was  for 
the^benent  of  the  Company,  or  not  The 
House  will  observe,  that  I  have  spokeo  of 
the  salt  trade  only;  I  omit  mentioning  the 
betle  nut  and  td>acco  trade ;  became  the 
former  is  not  an  advantageous  article,  in 
comparison  of  the  salt  trade;  and  the  lat- 
ter, dthough  a  part  of  the  plan  of  die 
committee,  was  totally  relinquished. 

The  governor  and  council  are  accused 
of  having  entered  into  a  combination,  by 
bond,  to  support  the  society  in  spite  of 
any  orders  from  home.  Mr.  Bolts,  in  hb 
book,  has  given  a  copy  of  the  bond.  The 
substance  of  the  bond  was  stated  in  the 

fublic  proceedings  of  the  boaid  sent  to 
England  for  the  information  of  the  direc* 
tors,  and  weq>plied  to  them  for  permii- 
sion  to  renew  the  bond  annuallj,  if  the 
plan  of  the  salt  trade  met  with  their  appro- 
bation. In  that  bond  the  committee  of 
trade  made  themselves  responsible  for  the 
duties.  The  contracts  for  the  makiogof 
salt  ran  for  a  year.  The  sodety  therefore 
could  not  be  abolished  before  the  end  of 
the  year,  which  was  the  1st  a£  September; 
and  nothing  more  seems  necessary  to  prove 
we  had  no  idea  of  contesting  any  orden 
from  home,  but  that  on  the  contrary  we 
resolved  to  diey,  than  to  read  to  the 
House  the  following  resolution  of  the  se- 
lect committee: 

«  Resolved,  That  the  sodety  of  trade 
shall  be  abolished  and  the  inland  trade  to- 
tally relinquished  on  the  1st  day  of  Sep* 
tember  next,  but  that  we  fully  express  our 
sentiments  in  our  next  advices  to  die 
Company,  respecting  the  advantages  which 
would  result  to  the  service  and  to  the 
country,  for  the  continuance  of  this  trade 
under  the  present  restrictions.'* 

This  resoluticm  also  confutes  a  psrtica- 
lar  accusation  a^nift  myself;  for  the 
gentleman  who  laid  the  charges  before  ^e 
court  of  directon  has  roundly  asserte^ 
that  although  the  Company  disapi^roved  of 
the  phm  of  the  society,,  no  order  was  is* 
sued  during  my  government  for  aboKsh" 
ing  it. 

I  must  in  this  place  beg  leave  to  infom 
the  House,  that  I,  as  governor,  hadapo- 
portion  of  advents^  m  this  trade.  ^^^ 
that  proportion  was,  and  in  what  manner 
I  disposed  of  it,  shall  be  clearly  and  accu- 
rately stated  brfore  I  sit  down. 

I  shall  now  proceed  to  the  next  charge 
against  me,  which  is,  peculation  cf  re? e- 
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ooes.  And  here  I  must  have  recourse  to 
a  minute  of  mine,  which  stands  recorded 
in  thelndiaHouse,  because  I  think  it  will 
explain  this  matter  much  more  fully  than 
I  can  do  hy  word  of  mouth,  and  the  House 
will  we  in  that  Minute,  the  ground  work 
of  part  of  the  BiU  proposed  to  be  brought 
in  for  the  regulation  of  the  Company's  af- 
ban  abroad. 

<'  liord  Clive's  Minute. 

<*  Our  attention  as  a  select  committee, 
isrested  with  extraordmary  powers  by  the 
court  of  directore,  has  been  constantly  en- 
gaged in  reforming  the  abuses  which  had 
aept  into  the  several  departments  of  this 
goreroment  The  important  work  has 
been  iteadfly  prosecutea,  with  zeal,  dili- 
gence and  msmterestedness  on'  our  parts ; 
and  the  success  of  our  labour  gives  us  rea- 
son to  hope,  that  our  emplovers  will  be  of 
opinion  we  have  establisned  many  useful 
and  neceaiary  regulations.  Many  others 
bowerer  are  stifi  wantmg,  to  complete 
ottr]>laii;  but  I  doubt  not  that  the  same 
priodples  which  have  hitherto  guided  our 
conduct  will  continue  to  dh*ect  and  justify 
tbe  measures  we  have  yet  to  pursue. 

*'  To  pkce  the  president  in  such  a  si- 
tostion,  as  will  render  his  government  ho- 
iHMrable  to  hioDself  and  ^vantageous  to 
the  Company,  appears  to  me  an  object  of 
«  much  consequence  as  any  that  has  been 
taken  into  our  consideration.  Where 
<ach  immense  revenues  are  concerned, 
*bere  power  and  authority  are  so  enlarg- 
^  and  where  the  eye  of  justice  and 
equity  should  be  ever  watchnil,  a  gover- 
nor ought  not  to  be  embarrassed  with  pri- 
vate business ;  he  ought  to  be  free  from 
^ery  occupation,  in  which  his  judgment 
^  poanbly^  be  biassed  bv  his  interest. 
%  extensive  conmiercial  affinrs,  the 
*^7  if  the  finances,  the  politics  of  the 
country,  the  epistolary  correspondence, 
^  proceedings  of  council  and  committee ; 
these  are  sufficient  to  employ  every  mo- 
i&ait  ofhis  ttnle,  and  I  am  confident  they 
cannot  be  cotadncted  with  the  requisite  at- 
tention to  the  Company's  interest,  if  the 
tnjnd  of  the  governor  be  diverted  by  com- 
plicated mercantOe  affiurs  of  his  own. 

<<If  we  look  back  on  those  unhappy 
<unentions  which  havefrequenthr  brought 
the  Company's  possessions  in  Bengal  al- 
^  to  tne  point  of  destruction,  we  shall 
W  that  they  have  generally,  pi'oceeded 
^  the  conduct  of  governors,  who,  too 
^gn  m  the  pursuit  of  private  interest, 
"^e  involved  themselves  in  affiuia  which 
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could  not  be  reconciled  to  the  strict  prin- 
ciples of  integrity.  To  prevent  scrutmiea 
and  discoveries,  which  mieht  in  any  de- 
gree afiect  their  honour,  tney  have  fre- 
quently been  reduced  to  the  necessitv  of 
conniving  at  abuses,  which  would  other- 
wise have  been  brought  to  light  and  re-  ^ 
medied.  The  wdiare  of  this  great  Com- 
pany shoukl  be  the  sole  study  of  a  gover- 
nor: attached  to  that  point  alone,  his 
measures  could  never  be  thwarted  by  the 
malice  of  opposition,  because  they  would 
all  be  proposed  for  the  public  good ;  and 
actions  will  always  be  justifi^  or  con- 
demned, from  the  principles  on  which  they 
are  founded. 

**  Such  a  state  of  independency  and 
honour  piust  be  highly  eligible  to  a  go- 
vernor :  and  in  mj  opmion  it  can  only  be 
acquired  by  cutting  off  all  possibility  dT 
his  benefiting  himself  either  by  trade,  or 
by  that  influence  which  his  power  necefr» 
sarily  gives  him  in  these  opulent  provinces. 

"  I  therefore  propose,  that  the  governor 
shall  in  the  most  public  manner,  in  the 
presence  of  all  the  Company's  servants^ 
the  mayor  and  aldermen,  and  free  mer- 
chants, assemble  at  the  mayor's  court, 
udce  the  oi^  and  execute  the  penalty 
bond  annexed. 

*<  The  consideration  I  have  proposed  iSy 
one  and  one  eighth  per  cent.  Upon  the  re- 
venues; excepting  those  arising  from  the 
Compan^s  own  unds  at  Calcutta,  Burd- 
wan,  Midnapore  and  Chittagong. 

<<  Althou^  by  these  means' a  governor 
will  not  be  able  to  amass  a  fortune  of  s 
million,  or  htdf  a  million,  in  the  space  of 
two  or  three  years,  yet  he  will  acquire  a 
very  handsome  independency,  and  be  in 
that  very  situation  which  a  man  of  nice 
honour  and  true  zeal  for  the  service  would 
wish  to  possess.  Thus  situated  he  may 
defy  all  oppontion  in  council :  he  wiu 
have  nothing  to  ask,  nothing  to  propose, 
but  what  he  means  for  the  advantage  of 
fan  employers ;  he  may  defy  the  law,  be* 
cause  there  can  be  no  foundation  for  a 
bill  of  discovery ;  and  he  may  defy  the 
obloquy  of  the  world,  because  there'  can 
be  nothmg  censurable  in  his  conduct.  In 
short,  if  stability  can  be  insured  to  sudi  ft 
ffoveminent  as  this,  where  riches  have 
been  acquired  in  abundance,  in  a  small 
space  of  time,  by  all  irays  and  means,  and 
by  men  wiUi  or  without  capacities:  it 
murt  be  effected  by  a  governor  thus  re- 
stricted, and  I  shall  think  it  an  honour, 
if  my  proposal  be  approved,  to  set  th« 
first  example.'* 
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;■  In  the  bond  herein  mentioned^  and 
whicb  I  executed,  was  inserted  a  penalty 
of  i50,OOOL :  fifty  thousand  of  which  was 
to  go  to  the  informer,  and  one  hundred 
thousand  to  the  Company,  if  the  governor 
ahould  be  convicted  of  havine  benefited 
faimselft  directly  or  indirectly^  beyond 
that  commission.  In  addition  to  this  was 
an  oath  to  the  Same  purporty  and  of  as 
solemn  a  nature  as  could  be  devised. 
There  were  a  few  necessary  exceptions  in 
the  bond  and  in  the  oath.,  The  common 
interest  for  money  was  permitted  to  be  re- 
ceived, till  remittances  could  be  obtained. 
The  purchase  of  diamonds  for  remittance 
to  England  was  allowed,  and  such  pre- 
■ents  |ui  might  be  received  under  the  new 
covenants  were  also  allowed.  But  of  this 
last  exception  I  did  not  avail  myself;  for 
after  I  had  executed  the  bond,  every  the 
most  trifling  present,  even  to  the  value  of 
6d,p  was  brought  to  the  Company's  credit* 

A  circumstance  of  allegation  against 
me  is  brought  from  a  letter  I  wrote  to  the 
court  of  directors,  before  I  went  abroad ; 
in  which  I  had  expressed  my  disapproba- 
tion of  the  commission  of  two  and  a  half 
per  cent,  that  had  been  granted  to  governor 
Vansittart,  on  the  Company's  territorial 
possessions,  notwithstanaing  which  I  had 
received  a  commission  of  one  and  one- 
eighth  myself.  The  case  was  this— The 
f:ourt  of  directors  did  not  think  proper  to 
restrain  Mr.  Vansittart  in  any  respect,  or 
degree.  He  executed  no  penalty  bond* 
He  took  no  restrictive  oath.  He  had  un- 
limited liberty  to  receive  presents;  to 
trade  to^  any  amount;  and  ne  had  this 
commissioa  of  two  and  a  half  per  cent,  on 
fhe  Company's  territorial  possessions, 
into  the  bargain;  in  short  he  was  at  li- 
berty to  make  what  fortune  he  pleased. 
Now  the  commission  of  one  and  one* 
eighth  per  cent,  which  I  received,  was  an 
establishment  proposed  not  only  for  my^ 
telf,  but  for  all  future  governors  in  lieu  of 
every  thing,  in  coAsequepice  of  giving  np 
every  emolument  whatsoever  that  might 
be  made  in  that  station.  The  court  of 
directors  so  far  firom  disapproving  of  this 
commission,  continued  it  to  my  supcessor. 

Another  charge  is,  tiiat  I  took  to  my- 
aelf  these  advantages  arising  from  the  salt 
trade,  a^d  the  one  ond  one-eighth  qomr 

Cission,  although  I  had  declared  in  the 
tter  which  I  Imve  just  allud^  to,  that  I 
had  no.  interested  motives  m  picoeptinff 
t^e  government.  With  what  justice  this 
am  be  alledged  against  me,  the  Hou^e 
may  immediately  determinob 


I  carried  out  three  gentlemen  with  me. 
These  gentlemen  I  certamly  meant  to 
serve,  but  I  meant  to  serve  them  in  « 
way  that  should  be  honourable  for  them- 
selves, and  honourable  for  me ;  and  that 
should  at  the  same  time  be  consistent 
with  the  interest  of  the  Company.  One 
was  Mr.  Maskelyne,  a  relation  of  mioe. 
A  friendship  commenced  between  ui 
in  our  early  years.  We  began  life  toge- 
ther. We  were  both  of  us  writers  in  die 
Company's  service' in  the  year  1745; 
we  were  both  made  prisoners  in  Madrav 
when  it  was  taken  by  M.  La  Bonrdenai; 
we  made  our  escape  together ;  we  then 
entered  into  the  military  service  together 
as  ensiffns;  we  served  together  at  the 
siege  of  Pondicherry ;  we  went  into  the 
field  together ;  but  our  fates  were  verj  dif- 
ferent ;  he  was  a  second  time  taken  pri- 
soner; this  misfortune  put  a  stop  to  all 
his  prospects,  whilst  I  went  on  in  a  career 
of  success.  He  continued  in  the  civil 
and  military  service  till  he  was  of  the  rank 
of  council,  and  after  fifteen  years  serrice 
in  India,  was  obliged  by  ill  health  tore- 
turn  to  his  native  country,  not  worth 
SflOOl.  in  the  world.  I  thouffht  him  in- 
titled  to  some  share  of  my  affluence^  but 
what  I  did  for  him  was  not  sufficient  ta 
make  his  circumstances  perfectly  »<;«• 
pendent:  for  these  reasons  I  took  mm 
with  me  on  my  last  expedition.  Another 
gentlenmn  was  my  secretary,  now  a  me^ 
ber  of  this  House  He  was  rccommendea 
to  me  by  one  of  the  greatest  men  mwe 
kingdom,  now  no  more,  Mr.  Gtenjuic 
Many  and  great  are  the  obligations  I  Hive 
been  under  to  him,  but  the  greatest  (^  ^ 
the  obligaUons  was,  his  having  recom- 
mended to  me  this  gentleman :  vn\m 
his  abiHties  and  indefitigable  industrytj 
could  never  have  gone  throoflh  my  g^ 
and  urduoos  madertaking,  and  J^f*^ 
me  he  served  the  Oompaoy*  The 
gentleman  was  Mr.  Ingham,  a 
who  quitted  a  profession  of  some  bi 
a  y^ar, to  aecofnpaiiy  me  to  B^**"?:  .^. 

I  stood  in  a  pabular  point  rf  w^^ 
my  situation  was  nice  and  entical; 
eyes  of  the  whole  settlement  ff»»  "^ 
me.  It  waa  difficult  for  me  to ttW^ 
steps  with  i;egard  tp  those  W^^^ 
withom  being  qou^maq^.  4  vf  kgve 
executed  i^o  covenants;  I  "**^  *  -n* 
suffered  them  to  receive  preseaU  lo^ 
amount:  the  world  would  then  bare^^ 
that  I  carried  them  out  with  "^^ /^JLjve 
to  evade  my  own  covenants,  """^jJ^a 
present  for  me,  M  well  Hi:  for  »^^°^ 
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I  might  haye  granted  them  the  privilase 
of  trade;  the  advantage  of  whico,  under 
nj  fiiveisr  and  credit,  mi^i  have  been  to. 
$ay  araooBt.  The  ofajection  ta  tbk  aba 
was  ohvioQS :  it  would  have  been  said  that 
mj  own  interest  was  at  the  bottom;  that 
tliey  traded  under  mj  infliience;  and  that 
the  extent  of  their  concerns  interfere<i 
with  persons  who  had  a  better  right  It 
was  therefore. determined  that  they  should 
Dol  benefit  themselves  a  ^thing,  but  by 
what  they  should  receive  from  my  hands. 

My  slmre,  as  governor,  id  tlie  salt  so- 
dety,  and  also  the  manner  in  which  it  was 
disposed  of,  were  publicly  known  botl) 
here  and  abroad  before  my  neturn  to 
England ;  and  vet  this  matter  haaof  lata 
be^  considered  as  something  clandestine. 
But  I  think  I  can  prove  to  the  satMiction 
of  this  House,  that  it  was  known  to  every 
body. 

In  the  begiBBing  of  the  year  1767,  a 
general  court  was  called  for  the  purpose 
of  rewarding  my  services.  .  A  continua- 
tion of  ten  years  of  the  jagbire  was  pro* 
posed.  In  opposition  to  this,  some  people 
urged,  that  I  was  benefiting  myself  largely 
abroad.  A  friend  of  mine,  an  hon.  mem- 
ber of  this  Qouae,  hei^upon  read  to  the 
court  an  extract  of  a  letter  hehad  received 
from  me  upon  that  subject.  Before  the 
question  was  balloted  for,  he  printed  this 
letter  in  hand-bills,  and  sdjio  p^blished  it 
repeatedly  in  all  the  news-papers.  I  have. 
one  of  them,  which  was-  pnnted  at  Uiat 
time,  now  in  my  hands,  and  with  permis- 
sion wfll  read  it. 

**  That  his  lordship  has  been  adding  to 
his  fortune  abroad  is  most  untrue:  his 
friends  defy  the  bitterest  of  his  eneraieato 
support  the  charge.  A  solemn  assevera«> 
tion  in  that  respect  from  lord  Clive  him- 
self was  read  in  court,  by  the  friend  to 
whom  lord  Give  Jiad  addressed  his  letter ; 
and  it  is  now  submitted  to  prints  in  order 
to  discredit  assertions  whicn  are  false ;  or 
else  to  remain  in  public  tes^ony  against 
his  lordship.'* 

Extract  of  a  Lettbr  from  Lord  Clitb, 
dated  Calcutta,  SOtb  September,  1765. 

^  That  you  may  assert  f^Jth  coofi4|snce 
the  justice  of  my  cause,  I  do  declare,. by 
the  God  who  made  me,  it  la  my  absolute 
determination  to  refuse  eveiy  present  of 
consequence,  and  that  I  will  not  return  to 
Eo^aod  with  one  rupee  mpre.  than  what 
arises  from  my  iagliire.  My  profits 
srismg  from  salt  stuul  be  divided  among 


those  frbndu  who  have  endangered  their 
lives  and  constitutions  in  attending  me. 
The  jcongratulatory  nuAus,  &c.  shall  b« 
set  opposite  to  my  e»raorcUnavy  ex- 
pences ;  and  if  aught  remains,  it  shall  go 
to  Poplar  or  some  other  hospital." 

In  Mr.  Bolt's,  book  is  a  copy  of  a  bond, 
by  which  it  appears  that  I  sold  my  concern 
tnsalt,forSf,000/L  1  do  acknowledge  there 
is  sach  a  bond,  but  the  sum  actually  re- 
ceived by  me,  on  that  account,  amounted 
only  to  about  10,800^.  The  fiict  was  this : 
I  coqid  not  tUnkof  suflbring  the  thsee  be- 
fore-mentioned gendemen,  who  had  ac* 
companied  me  to  India,  to  return  to  Eng- 
land without  realizing  somethmg  on  their 
account ;  I  said  so  to  my  friends  in  Ben- 
gal. The  salt  concern  was  of  a  very  ex- 
tensive, tedious  nature,  and  the  accounts 
might  not  be  made  up  in  some  years. 
Could  I,  in  honour,  leave  those  gentlemen 
in  a  situation,  which  made  it  doubtfiil 
when  they  should  receive  any  thine,  and 
to  what  amount  ?  I  told  them  I  would  not : 
I  told  them  I  would  get  rid  of  this  salt 
coooem  at  once,  that  they  might  be  se- 
cure of  the  monev  amongst  them.  I 
therefi>re  disposed  oi  my  whole  concern  in 
salt,  even  my  share  for  the  second  year^ 
which  was  just  commenced,  for  the  sum 
mentioned  in  the  bond.  But  when  the  mode 
of  a  commission  of  one  and  one  eishtfa  per 
cent,  on  ,the  revenues,  was  settled  for  the 
governor,  in  lieu  of  every  other  emolu- 
ment; I  then  relinquished  my  share  in 
salt  ibr  tiiat  year  (the  second  year)  in 
which  1  was  to  recehre  die  comn;iission, 
and  paid  back  about  20,000^.  of  the 
d2,000& 

It  now  lemons,  Sir,  for  me  to  shew, 
that  my  own  interest  was  ngi  the  motive 
of  my  going  to  India, 

I  have  here  an  account  of  eveiy  six- 
pence I  received  or  disbursed,  from  the 
day  of  my  leaving  England  to  the  day  of 
my  return.  It  is  taken  from  my  books, 
wnich  were  kept  all  the,  time  I  was  in  In- 
dia by  Mr.  yerelst,who  will  readUy  attest 
their  accuracy.  I  omit  the  first  part  ai 
this  accounti  because  it  was  transmitted, 
to  the  court  of  directors,  and  stands  upon 
record  in  the  India  House.  The  other 
part  I.  will  read.  The  House  will  ob- 
serve, that  m  this  account  there  are  the 
names  of  otheta  whom  I  rewarded,  be- 
sides the  gentlemen  I  have  mentioned. 
One  was,  an  o)d  servant  who  went  out  with 
me ;  and  the  others  were  young  gentlemen 
in  my  secretary's  office* 
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Amoviit  ucsitid  tulMe()ueot  to  the  making  vp  the  Aoooont  before  meatloiiedy 
tnmmitied  to  the  Court  of  Direetorsy  viz, 

Company'f  AlkMraocet  for  Jeniiary   489    9  10 

GoTeroor*!  Duties    S59  16    9 


ApioODt  received  forPro6t9  oo  Sslt  viz. 

Sold  to  the  following  GeBtlemcDy  £.  #.  dL 

Mr.  VrraUt  |  7,714  5    8 

Mr.  Sykes  I  7,714  5    8 

Mr.  Canvbell        |  7,714  5    8 

*       Mr.  Russell  |  3,857  9  10 

Mr.  Kelsell  {  8,857  9  10 


841  19    7 


Deduct  the  Amoont  lefunded,  in  thePropoT'  90,857    9    8 

tioosebove  specified,  upon  relinquishing  ell 
Concern  in  the  Salt  Trade  for  the  second 
Year    .; 19,019  10    0 

Interest  paid  thereon 974    7    9 

..—..-.....»   19,986  17    9 


10,870    4  n 
Anonnt  received  for  CommisikNi  on  the  DnanneeRerenaes 90,896  10    5 

49,378  14  11 
Balance    5,816  16    9 

48,395  11    8 


Amount  rAD  subsequent  to  the  making  up  of  the  Account  before  mentioned, 
transmitted  to  the  Court  of  Directors,  viz. 

£.    t,     d.   £.      <•  4 

Account  Salaries     90S  ]9    7 

Charges  General ^   « 1,395     9    9 

Table  Espences  1,087    6    4 

Wearing  Apparel    103  19    5 

9,745  U  < 

Amount  of  Bzpences  paid  in  England • 1,146  5  7 

Henry  Sirachey,  Esq.  £,      9,    d. 

Transferred  to  him  the  Amount  of  Mr.  Sykes's  Bond    7,714    5    8 

Interest  thereon 471     8    6 

'  8,185  14    9 

A  Proportion  9f  Mr.  Kelsa11>s  Bond  with  Interest 1,974  13    5 

The  Amount  of  a  Bill  oo  Attomles  in  England  9,899  17    1 

A  Proportioa  of  the  Commission  on  the  Revenues  ••   3,589  19    3 

15,949  16  II 

Edmund  Maskelyne,  Esq. 
Transferred  to  him  the  Account  of  Mir.  Verelst*s  Bond  7,7 14    5    8 
Interest  thereon  471    8    6 


8,185  14    9 


The  Amount  of  Mr.  Russell's  Bond 3,857    9  10 

Interest  thereon  ; 935  14    3 

4,099  17    1 

AProportkmof  Mr.  Kelsall's  Bond  with  Interest  771    8    6 

.  13,049  19  9 

Samuel  Ingham,  Esq. 
Transferred  to  him  Amount  of  Mr.  Campbell's  Bond  7,714    5    6 
-      Interest  thereon  471     8    6 


8,185  14    9 
A  Proportion  of  Commission  on  the  Revennes 976    5    8 


Mr.  Philpot 
Transferred  to  him  remaioder  of  Mr.  KelsalPs  Bond    1,998    9    6 
Interest  thereon 118    5    7 


9,161  19  10 


9,046  15    1 


Presented  to  him  an  additional  Sum    150    0    0 


Mess.  Wynne,  Archdekio,  Coze,  and  Docarel. 
TVansfened  to  them  a  Proportion  of  CommiaiOQOA  the  R«venaea 3,409  0  0 


9,196  15   1 
S,4O9O0 

48.395  n  J 
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Ttehdittioe  iVPtfmt  pne,  upon  Ibe  wkcde, 
u  5,816^  Noir,  Sir,  I  have  no  objecUon 
to  bariiig  this  acQOunt  lodfjed  amoqglho 
reGordcof  this  House,  that  it  may  stand  in 
judgtoeot  for  or  against  me,  if  future  com* 
missiooers,  either  on  the  part  of  the  crovrn 
or  the  Esst  India  Company,  should  ever 
tliiak  a  ratrospeetHm  into  my  conduct  ne« 
censry. 

There  ip  only  on^  circumstance  more 
with  which  1  shiU  trouble  the  House;  and 
I  do  sssure  them,  I  should  be  ashamed  to 
touch  upon  it,  as  i(  aaay  qirry  with  it  an 
Wwnmee  of  veiMty,  were  not  my  honour 
aad  reputation  so  much  9l  stake.  It  was 
m  my  power  to  have  taken  from  my  ene« 
m»  every  shadow  of  pretence  for  ar<- 
nigaiog  09  V  conduct,  on  account  of  theM 
profits,  as  they  beve  bc^ii  palled,  of  my  go- 
▼eroment  I  could  have  rewarded  those 
gendeiaea  much  more  liberally,  without 
Uie  DOisibility  of  an  accusatioo*  But  I 
should  sot  hare  acted  so  rauc|i  to  n^  own 
satitfsctioD,  nor  I  believe  po  much  te  that 
of  the  House ;  if  I  had  neglected  the  op- 
portuniu  that  offered,  of  doiqg  something 
ettestisuy  beneficial  to  the  East  India 
Coopaay's  service. 

The  old  nabob  Meer  JaSer,  if  ever 
wusmliBsn  had  a  friendship  for  a  Chria- 
tiao,  hsd  a  friendship  for  me.  When 
the  news  of  my  appointment  to  the 
roreauaent  reached  Bengal,  he  imme-* 
diately  fitted  Muxadavad;  came  down 
to  Calcutta;  imnatientlv  waited  my  ar- 
nral  for  uf,  weeJcs ;  fell  ill ;  returned  to 
hit  capital,  and  died.  Two  or  three  dajrs 
t^e&re  his  deatli,  in  the  presence  of  his 
v^e,  sad  ia  the  presence  of  his  minister,  he 
tiid  to  his  son  and  successor,  ^<  Whatever 
you  think  proper  to  give  to  lord  Clive  on 
your  own  account,  the  means  are  in  your 

r^er.  But,  as  a  testimony  of  my  affisction 
him,  I  desire  you  will  pay  to  him  as  a 
legacy  from  me  five  ladies  of  rimees."  1 
must  observe  that  the  nabob's  death  hap** 
pened  whikt  I  was  on  my  voyage,  and 
tome  months  before  my  arrival  m  BengfJ. 
The  principal  and  interest  amounted  to 
i^ar  70,000{.  A  very  respectable  gentie- 
iQin  sad  sreat  lawyer,  who  is  now  the 
Speaker  of  this  honourable  House^  gave 
Us  opmion  in  favour  of  npy  .right  to  this 
legacy,  in  the  strong^  terms:  another 
great  lawver,  a  member  of  this  HoMse,  h«9 
often  declared  t^  me  in  private,  his  opinion 
of  my  right ;  and  the  court  of  directois 
l^vetbemsehres  confirmed  thetvig)i$.  4»u^ 
ueotic  attestations  of  thJ^jUg^pvAi^  vpon 
>B»Md  in  the  India  $[ouse»  tb/fi  vbgJi 
CVOU  XVll.] 


of  thnmoaey,  added  to  about  40^000Lniore^ 
which  I  prevailed  on  the  nabob  to  bestow, 
is  established  for  a  military  fuisd,  in  sup- 
port of  officers  and  soldiers  who  may  be  in- 
valided in  any  part  of  India,  and  also  m 
9iipport  of  their  widows.  Nothdng  was 
wanting  but  such  an  estabUduneat  as  thia» 
to  make  the  East  India  Company's  mili- 
tary service  the  best  service  in  the  worid. 
Bdfore  that  period,  an  indigent,  invalided 
officer  and  soldier  might  live  ia  bidia,  but 
if  he  returned  to  hi^  iHltive  country,  he 
returned  to  b^aiy.  By  thi^  fund  die 
officers  are  entitled  to  haU?pay :  Uie  sd^ 
di)&rs  are  upon  the  same  footing  as  Ibose  ha 
Chelsea  Hoiqpital ;  and  the  wic&ws  of  botk 
officers  and  soldieia  have  p^siooi* 

Having  encroaclied  so  long  upon  the 
patience  of  the  Hou^e,  I  doubt  whether  % 
may  now  expect  their  farther  indulgene^ 
or  whether  I  must  defer  what  I  have  to 
say  upon  this  important  bwness  ttfl  a  fu^ 
ture  occasion. 

IHaiue.   Go  on,  go  on.) 

But  before  I  proceed,  I  must  beg  leave 
to  deviate  a  little  into  a  digression,  on  be* 
half  of  the  Company's  servants  in  f;mQteral» 
It  is  dictated  by  humanity,  by  justice,  and 
by  truth. 

Indostan  was  alwavs  an  absolute  despe^ 
tic  government.  The  inhabitants»  espe* 
pecially  of  Bengal,  in  inferior  stations,  are 
servile,  mean,  submissive,  and  humUe«  In 
superior  stations,  they  are  luxurious,  effia^ 
min^ite,  tvrannical,  treacli^rous,  venal» 
cruel.  The  country  of  Bengal  is  called, 
by  way  of  distinction,  the  paradise  of  the 
earth.  It  not  only  abounds  with  the  necesr 
series  of  life  to  such  a  degree,  as  to  fumisb 
a  great  part  oi  India  with  its  superflui^» 
but  it  abounds  in  veiy  curious  and  valua^ 
ble  manufactures,  sufficient  not  only  for 
its  own  use,  but  for  the  use  of  the  whole 
globe.  The  silver  of  the  west  and  the 
gold  of  the  east  have  for  many  years  been 
pouring  into  that  country,  and  goods  only 
nave  been  sent  out  in  return*  This  has 
added  to  the  luxury  and  (^Mravegance  of 
Bengal. 

From  time  inunejtnorial  it  has  been  the 
custom  of  that  country,  for  an  inferior  ne» 
ver  to  come  into  the  presence  of  a  aupe* 
rior  without  a  present.  It  begins  at  the 
nabobs  and  ends  at  the  lowest  man  thai 
has  fm  in&rior.  Th/e  nabob  has  told  me^ 
liha^  tl^  small  presents  he  received 
emoi^^tc^  tp  300,000^.  a  year ;  and  I  can 
hs^ieve  him ;  because  I  know  that  I  mi^ 
]i^v#  reqpived  as  much  during  my  last  go* 
y^nament.    The  Compaoy'iiervants  havie 
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•erer  been  accustomed  to  reteWe  presents. 
rEven  before  we  took  part  in  the  country 
troubles,  when  our  possessiods  were  very 
-confined  and  limited,  the  governor  and 
'Others  used  to  receive  presents ;  ahd  I  will 
take  upon  me  to  assert,  that  there  has  not 
rbeen    an    officer    comnkanding  his  Ma- 

J'esty's  fleet ;  nor  an  officer  commanding 
lis  Majesty's  army ;  not  a  governor,  not 
a  member  of  council,  not  any  other  per- 
■aon,  civil  or  military,  in  such  a  station  as 
to  have  connectioti  with  the  country  go- 
?vernment,  who  has  not  receiiM  presents. 
"With  regard  to  Bengal,  there  they  flow  in 
abundance  indbed.  Let  the  House  figure 
4o  itself  a  country  consisting  of  15  millions 
of  inhabttanrs,  a  revenue  of  four  millions 
tterling,  and  a  trade  in  proportion.  By 
|>i>ogressive  steps  the  Company  have  be- 
^eome  sovereigns  of  that  empire.  Can  it 
IM? /SQpposed  that  their  servants  will  re- 
frain friRii  advantages  so  obviously  re* 
suiting  firom  their  situation?  The  Com- 
pany's servants,  however,  have  not  been 
the  authors  of  those  acts  of  violence  and 
oppression,  of  which  it  is  the  fashion  to 
aceuse  them.  Such  crimesrare  committed 
by  the  natives  of  the  country,  actine  as 
their  agents,  and  for  the  most  part  without 
^eir  knowledge.  Those  agents,  and  the 
banyans,  never  desist,  till,  accordmg  to 
the  mmisterial  phrase,  they  have  dragged 
theur  masters  mto  the  kennel ;  and  then 
the  ads  of  violence  begin.  The  passion 
for  ftain  is  as  strong  as  the  passion  of  love. 
I  will  suppose,  that  two  intimate  friends 
have  lived  long  cogger;  that  one  of  them 
has  married  a  beautiful  woman;  that  the 
friend  still  continues  to  live  in  the  house, 
and  that  this  beantifi]]  woman,  forgetting 
her  duty  to  her  husband,  attempts  to  se- 
duce the  friend;  who,  though  in  the  vi- 
four  of  his  youth,  may,  from  a  high  prin- 
ciple  of  honour,  at  first,  resist  the  temp- 
tation, and  even  rel^uke  the  lady.  But  if 
lie  still  continues  to  live  under  the  same 
roof,  and  she  still  continues  to  throw  out 
her  allurement?,  he  must  be  seduced  at 
iMt  or  flv.  Now  the  banyan  is  the  feir 
lady  to  the  Company's  servant.  He  lays 
m  bags  of  silver  before  him  to-day;  gold 
to-morrow ;  jewels  the  next  day ;  and  if 
«i«e  fail,  he  then  tempts  him  in  the  way 
nf  his  profession,  whicn  is  trade.  He  as- 
•ures  him  that  goods  may  be  Itad  cheap^ 
land  sold  to  great  advantage  up  the  coun- 
try.  In  this  manner  is  the  atUck  carried 
on;  and  the  Company's  servant  has  no 
resoaroe,  for  he  cannot  fly.  In  short, 
fash  akid  bleed  eannol  bear  it.    Let  ite 
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f6r  a  moment  consider  the  nature  at  the 
education  ofn  young  man  who  goes  to 
India,'  The  advantages  arising  from  the 
Company's  service  are  now  very  generally 
known ;  and  the  great  object  of  every  man. 
is  to  get  his  son  appointed  a  writer  to 
Bengal;  which  is  usually  at  the  age  of  16. 
His  parents  and  rektions  represent  to  him 
how  certain  he  is  of  making  a  fortune ;  that 
my  lord  such  a  one,  and  my  lord  sudia 
one,  acquired  so  much  money  in  sudi  a 
time ;  and  Mr.  such  a  one,  and  Mr.  rach 
a  one,  so  much  in  such  a  time.*  Thus  are 
their  principles  corrupted  at  flieir  very 
setting  outi  and  as  they  generally  go  a 
good  many  together,  they  inflame  one 
another's  expectations  to  such  a  degree^ 
in  the  course  of  the  vojrage,  that  they  fix 
upon  a  period  for  thdr  return  before  their 
arrival. 

Let  us  now  take  a  view  of  one  of  these 
writers  arrived  in  Bengal,  and  not  worth  a 
groat.  As  soon  as  he  lands,  a  banyan, 
worth  perhaps  IQOfiOOl.  desires  he  may 
have  the  honour  of  serving  this  young 
gentleman,  at  4*.  6A  per  month.  The 
Company  has  provided  chambers  for  himi 
but  iJiey  are  not  good  enough ;— the  ban- 
yan finds  better.  The  young  man  takes  a 
walk  about  the  town,  he  obsenres  Uiat 
other  writers,  arrived  only  a  year  brfort 
him,  live  in  splendid  apartments  or  have 
houses  of  their  own,  ride  upon  fineptan- 
cinff  Arabian  hcftves,  and  in  palanqueeni 
and  chaises ;  that  they  keep  seraglios,  make 
entertamments^  and  treat  with  cbam- 
paigne  and  cUiret  When  he  returns^ 
tells  the  banyan  what  he  has  obaenred. 
The  banyan  assures  him  he  may  soon  ar- 
rive at  the  same  good  fortune ;  he  mr^ 
nishes  him  with  money;  he  is  then  at  ha 
mercy.  The  advantages  of  the  banyan 
advance  with  the  rank  of  his  master,  wira 
in  acquiring  one  fortune  generally  apena 
three.  But  this  is  not  the  worst  of  it :  he 
is  in  a  state  of  dependence  under  the  ban- 
yan, who  commits  such  acti  of  violence 
and  oppression,  as  his  interest  iproto^^ 
him  to,  under  the  pretended  sanction  and 
authority  of  the  Company's  servant 
Hence,  Sir,  arises  the  clamour  agamst 
tlie  Engluh  gentlemen  in  India.  But  look 
at  them  in  a  redred  situation,  when  re- 
turned  to  England,  when  they  are  no 
longer  nabobs  and  sovereigns  of  the  ^* 
see  if  there  be  any  thing  tyrannical  m 
their  disposition  towards  their  inferion: 
see  if  tiiey  are  not  good  and  humane  mas- 
ters; Are  they  not  charitable?  Arc  they 
ttot  ben^voleDt  >    Are  they  not  generoui  • 
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AretbeynollioiiNliUe?  Iflhey are, thus 
&r,  not  contemptible  members  of  society, 
$nd  if  in  all  their  dealings  between  man  and 
mto,  their  conduct  is  strictly  bonouiaUe: 
ifyio  short,  there  has  not  yet  been  one 
character  found  amongst  Uiem  sufficiently. 
flagitious  for  Mr.  Foote  to  exhibit  on  the 
theatre  io  the  Haymarket,  may  we  not 
conciade,  that  if  tlwy  have  erred,  it  has 
bcea  because  they  were  men,  placed  in  si« 
tuatious  subject  to  little  or  no  controul  ? 

But  if  the  servants  of  the  Company  are 
to  be  loaded  witli  the  demerit  of  every 
nisfortune  in  India,  let  them  idso  have 
the  merit  they  are  entitled  to.  The  court 
of  directors  surely  will  not  claim  to  them- 
leWei  the  merit  en  those  advantages  which 
the  nation  and  Company  are  at  present  in 
possession  of.  The  officers  of  the  navy 
and  amij  have  had  great  share  in  the  exe* 
cution;  but  the  Company's  servants  were 
the  cabinet  cotincO,  who  plann^  every 
thing;  and  to  them  also  may  be  ascribed 
some  fttrt  of  the  merit  of  oiir  great  ac- 
quIsiU'ons.  . 

I  will  now  pass  to  other  matter:  matter 
OS  important  as  ever  came  bcifore  tlie 
Hoose.  India  yields  at  present  a  dear 
produce  to  the  public  and  to  individuals, 
of  between  two  and  three  millions  sterling, 
per  annum.  If  this  object  should  be  lost, 
what  can  administration  substitute  in  the 
iporn  of  it  ?  I  tremble  when  I  think  of  the 
n^k  we  ktely  ran  from  the  ambitious 
^ns  of  the  French.  •.  They  may  have 
aupended  for  a  time  their  views  upon  In- 
<^  but  I  am  sure  they  have  not  given 
them  up.  It  is  strongly  reported  they 
have  at  this  moment  10,000.  men  at  the 
ttlands,  and  a  great  number  of  transports : 
these  men  are  not  to  return  to  Frtoce,and 
yet  the  islands  cannot  maintain  them: 
but  at  Madagascar  they  may  possess  them- 
selves of  a  country  capable  of  supporting 
^7  number.  This  they  certainly  wiU  do, 
and  their  forces  insteaa  of  decreasing  will 
iiMrrease  by  additidtaal  battalions,  poured 
<w  from  France,  until  they  are  ready  to 
^^  into  execution  their  &vourite  de- 
"gn.  The  noble  lord  at  the  bead  of  the 
^ory  wiQ  do  me  the  justice  to  sav  that 
1  laid  before  him  a  paper,  drawn  up  fifteen 
laoDtha  sgo,  m  virhich  I  stated  almost 
everv. thing  that  has  since  happened, 
^latinff  to  the  views  of  France  upon  the 
^  Indies*  It-  iTas  indeed  impossible 
'^  Bie  to.  be  deceived^  knowii^  tne  pre- 
P*^ioQS  that  had  heen^sade.  ;> 
<  Itevf^FiraiMse  shonld.lay  ho)d  of  our 
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tlie  rest  of  the  East  Indies.  The  other 
European  nati6ns  there  will  immediately- 
All  before  her;  not  even  the  Dutohcan 
stand;  the  empire  of  the  sea  will  follow :. 
thus  will  her  aoquisitions  in  the  east,  if 
any  can,  give  her  universal  monarchy.  I 
repeat,  and  I  would  have  what  I  say  re« 
m^mbered,  that  the  French  have  not  given 
up  their  designs  upon  India* 

But  danser  abroad  being  for  the  pre- 
sent suspended,  let  us  think  of  the  da^s^ 
at  home. 

It  is  certein  that  our  affirirs  in  BieogaL 
are  in  a  very  deplorable  condition,  and  thai 
the  nation  cannot  receive  their  400,000^ 
and  the  proprietors  their  200,000/.  in- 
crease of  dividend  much  longer,  if  some- 
thing be  not  done*. 

It  is  necessary,  since  these  affiurs  are 
brought  before  parliament,  that  we  should 
endea^ur  to  .understand,  them.  There 
are  a  few  material,  points,  which  I  will 
state  as  clearly  as  I  can.  The  revenues ; 
the  inland  trade ;  the  charffes  civil  and 
military:  and  the  public  trade,  by  which 
I  mean  the  trade  of  the  Company. 

Upon. the  receipt  of  the  revenues  de- 
pena  the  400,000/.  a  year  to  government, 
and  thfe.200,000/.  a  year  additional  divi- 
dend to  the. proprietors:  and  upon  the 
Companv's  or  public  trade  depends  the 
coming^nome  or  the  r^venujes.     •  > 

Thefe  are  no  mines  of  gold  and  silver 
in  Bengal,  tHeretbre  the  revenues  can  be 
brougm  hither  ooly through. the  snedium 
ofthe  Company 'js . tcade«.  . 

Upon  the  civil  and  military  expenoes 
depends  whether  w^  shall  bate  any  sur« 
plus  re^venue  at  alU  for  if  they  are  swelled 
up  too.  high  you  can  receive  no  revenues. 
Upon  Xhe  inland  .trade. depends  ip  some 
degreeihe  receipt  of  the  revenues.  Upon 
the  inland  trade  depend  ^almost  totally  the 
happiness  and  prosperity  of  the  people- 
Indeed  the  true  cause  of  the  distress  in 
Bengal,  as  far  as  it  relates  to  the  inland 
trade,  is  this.  The  Company's  servants 
and  tbeir  agents  have  token  into  their  owik 
hands  the  whole  of  that  trade,  which  they 
have  carried  on  in  a  capacity  before  un- 
kii[own$  for  they  have  traded  not  only  as 
mecchaints,  but  as  soverrigns,  and  hf 
erasping  at  the  whole  of  the  inland  trade* 
have  u&ea  the  bread  out  of  the  mouths  o£ 
thousands  and  thousands  of  merchanta* 
who  used  formerly  to  carry  on  that  tnde, 
and  who  are  now  reduo^  to  beggary.  • 

With  regard  to  the  public  Arade,  it.  is 
material  to  observe  what  it  has  been,  and 
whatitnowiSf    Here  is  an  account  of  tbt 
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prinaecoBti  of  Hie  dotnpany*8  inteitiiieiilt 
from  Bengal,  for  seven  yeArs  pteoeding 
^e  floqaisition  of  the  Duannee,  and  for 
seTen  ^ars  subaequenty  together  iritli  the 
numberdf  rtupa  ediplO]^ed. 


CoMPAftATtVE  View  of  the  Nttmber  of 
Ships  from  Bengal,  with  the  amount 
'  of  thehr  CAttcoBSy  for  seven  years 
precedug  and  seven  years  succeed- 
ing die  acquisition  of  the  Duannee,  in 
1765. 

The  seven  preceding  years* 
1758.........S .138^ 

1761.... 5 ^.^.356,860 

'     1762 6 .895,550 

1768. S 820^7 

1 7oT«  •••••••  vS*  •••••••  •jafOfTiV 

26         1,80^180 
Increase  18        2^7,286 

46        4^11,466 


HiMf  «»  Jib  Column 
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The  se^en  sucp6eding  years. 

Bhipt  JB. 

1765 5 487,511 

1767 6 658,841 

X I OIV...  •  .«..wo* .« .  •  ...«74K9«oo 
17D8«*.«..r*.7«..M.«..688|6oo 

1770. 7....... ..705,700 

1771. 7.... 798,500 

46         4,5ll,i«S 


'S     I 


By  this  papet^  it  appeals  that  the 
pabfic  trade  aas  increased  more  thaii 
double,  since  the  aoqoisitioii  of  the  Du- 
annee. 

I  now  eome  to  a  Tery  mateiM  MMt 
mdeed:  a  state  of  the  revenues,  mofi  ako 
of  the  civil  and  military,  and  all  other  ex- 
pences  from  the  year  1765  to  1771.  The 
irst  year's  accoimt  is  imperfect,  becanse 
the  revenues  are  stated  from  the  month  of 
April,  and  the  Dwumee  was  not  obtained 
Ifll  August. 


?J? 
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TUi  aiDCoa&taMist  be«xaot,  •»•»*•! 
had  the  wholes  it  ipoat  the  lndfti;hoose 

particulars  of  llie  last  fsar,  ^J^*|;j 
ooart  of  direcfeonare  not  vet  in  r 
oC 
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as  I  reoeh ed  them  from  a  gentleman  in 
eomcil  at  Bengal 

Tlie  House  will  obeerve,  that  the  groia 
coiiectioni  have  not  decreased  consioera* 
\Aj  till  the  year  1770,  which  was  the  year 
ef  the  famine;  bnt  xhMt  the  civil  and  raili« 
tarjexpenoeshave  been  gtadually  increae- 
ing  ever  once  I  left  Bengal,  which  was  in 
the  beginning  of  the  year  1767.  And 
here  lies  the  danger.  The  evil  is  not  so 
much  in  the  revenues  falling  short,  as  in 
the  essences  increasing.  The  best  means 
•f  nising  the  revenues  is  to  reduce  the 
dvilsnd  military  charges.  Why  should 
we  itrive  at  an  actual  increase  of  the  reve* 
BQes^  They  avail  nothing  unless  we  can 
iovest  them;  and  to  raise  them  beyond  a 
oertdn  point  is  to  distress  the  country, 
isd  to  reduce  to  indigence  numbers  who 
fnMn  time  immemorial  have  derived  their 
tubftiateoce  from  them. 

With  regard  to  the  increase  of  the  ex<* 
pencei,  I  take  the  case  to  stand  thus.  Be- 
fore die  Company  became  possessed  of 
the  Dunnee,  their  agents  had  other  wajfS 
of  mskjng  fortunes.  Presents  were  open 
totheoL  They  are  now  at  an  end.  It 
v»  expedient  for  them  to  find  some  other 
dttonel :  the  channd  of  the  civil  and  mi- 
litiry  charges.  Eveiy  man  now,  who  is 
permitted  to  make  a  bill,  makes  a  fortune. 

It  is  not  the  simple  pay  of  officers  and 
nen  upon  the  military  and  civil  establish- 
ment which  oecasions  our  enormous  ex- 
peoce,  bat  the  eontingent  bills  of  contrac- 
ton,  commissaries,  engineers,  drc.  out  of 
vhieh,  I  am  sure,  great  savings  might  be 
ittde.  These  intoferable  ezpenoes  httve 
tthnnedthe  directors,  and  persuaded  them 
to  come  to  pariiameat  for  assistance. 
Aad,  if  I  mistake  not,  they  will  soon  go 
to  administration,  and  tell  them  they  can- 
pot  pay  the  400,0002.  and  that  they  most 
lower  the  dividend  to  ik»  proprietors. 

I  attribute  the  prasent  situation  of  oar 
^Aars  to  fiiar  causes:  a  rehncation  of  go- 
vernaient  in  m  sacoessors ;  great  n^ect 
00  die  part  of  administration ;  notorious 
nhcoD^ct  on  the  part  of  the  dh'ecters; 
Y^  the  violent  and  outrageous  proceed- 
ings of  general  courts,  in  wihich  i  include 
^tested  electors. 

Mr.  Verdst,  who  raooeeded  me  in  the 
govemaseut,  I  do  4>clieve  to  be  a  man  of 
*i  Qadi  real  woith  and  honour  as  ever 
?<>M:  and  so  ftr  from  being  wanting 
^"M*jr,  as  Mr.  Bolta  asserts,  I  know 
«ft  he  had  tee  madh  humamty.  Horaa- 
J<^*  if  i  may  be  ifiowed  <tfie  expresrfon, 
^baaahisrahi.    Ifliebadliad  iett,  it 
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would  have  been  better  for  the  nation^ 
better  for  the  Company,  better  for  the 
natives,  and  better  for  himself.  No  man 
came  to  the  government  with  a  fairer  c^a* 
racter,  and  notwithstanding  what  I  have 
said,  I  am  conscious  no  man  ever  lefl  it 
with  a  fairea.  He  acted  upon  principles 
of  disinterestedness  from  beginning  to  ends 
and  let  the  directors,  if  they  can,  tell  me 
where  I  could  have  laid  my  finger  upon  a 
fitter  man.  But  the  truth  is,  he  governed 
with  too  lenient  a  hand.  The  too  great 
tenderness  of  his  disposition,  I  saw  and 
dreaded.  Nothing  was  wanting  on  my 
part  to  prompt  him  to  pursue  vigoroua 
measures.  Nor  did  I  confine  myself  to 
verbal  advice  only.  1  gave  it  in  writing 
before  I  resigned  the  government.  The 
House  will  permit  me  to  read  to  them  my 
sentiments  upon  that  occasion.  They  are 
contained  in  my  fiu'ewell  letter  to  the  se« 
lect  committee,  wherein  1  forewamedl 
them  of  almost  every  misfortune  that  has 
since  happen^.  The  whole  is  too  long 
to  trouble  the  House  with.  I  shall  there* 
fore  read  only  that  part  of  it  which  relatea 
to  the  present  subject. 

Extract  from  my  Farewell  Letter  to  the 
Select  Committee,  dated  16th  January^ 
1767. 

<'The  reformation  proposed  by  the 
Conuttittee  of  Inspection  will  I  hope  be 
duly  attended  to.  It  has  been  too  much 
the  custom  in  this  government  to  make 
orders  and  regulations,  and  thence  to  sup* 
pose  the  business  done.  To  what  end 
and  purpose  are  they  made,  if  they  be  net 
promulgated  and  enforced  i  No  regulation 
can  be  carried  into  execution,  no  order 
obeyed,  if  you  do  not  make  rigorous  ex- 
amples of  the  disobedient.  Upon  Uiw 
point  I  rest  the  welfhre  of  the  Company 
m  Seagal.  The  servants  are  now  brouglit 
to  a  proper  sense  of  their  duty  ;  if  yea 
dacken  tlie  reins  of  ijovemment,  amiirs 
will  soon  revert  to  their  former  channel ; 
anarc!iT  and  corruption  will  again  prevml; 
and,  elate  with  a  new  victory,  be  too 
head-strong  for  any  future  efforts  of  m- 
veniment.  Recall  to  your  memories  the 
raimy  attempts  that  have  been  made  in 
the  civil  and  miKtary  departments,  to 
overcome  our  autbority,  and  to  set  up  a 
*kind  of  independency  against  the  court  of 
directors.  Reflect  also  on  the  tesolute 
measures  we  have  pursued,  and  their 
wholesome  effects.  Disobedience  to  iegid 
povMT  is  the  first  step  of  sedition ;  and 
(Mafotive  reraediea  met  no  cure.    Every 
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tender  complianoey  every  condeBCeosion 
en  your  parts  will  only  encourage  more 
flagrant  attacks,  which  will  daily  encrease 
in  strength,^  and  be  at  last  in  vain  resisted. 
Much  oif  our  time  has  been  employed  in 
^ooorecting  abuses.  The  important  work 
has  been  prosecuted  with  zeal,  diligence, 
aiid  dbinterestedness,  and  we  have  had 
the  happiness  to  see  our  labours  crowned 
with  success.  I  leave  the  country  in 
peace ;  I  leave  the  civil  and  military  de- 
partments under  discipline  and  subordina- 
tion :  it  is  incumbent  upon  you  to  keep 
Ihem  so.  You  have  power,  you  have  abi- 
lities, you  have  integrity;  let  it  not  be. 
■aid  tbit  you  are  deficient  in  resolution. 
I  repeat,  that  you  must  not  fail  to  exact 
the. most  implicit  obedience  to  your  or- 
ders. Dismiss  or  suspend  from  the  ser- 
vice any  man  who  shall  dare  to  dispute 
your  authority.  If  you  deviate  from  the 
principles  upon  which  we  have  hitherto 
acted,  and  upon  which  you  are  conscious 
you  ought  to  proceed ;  or  if  you  do  not 
make  a  proper  use  of  that  power,  with 
which  you  are  invested,  I  shall  hold  my- 
self acquitted,  as  I  do  now  protest,  against 
the  consequences.'' 

It  is  certain,  that  if  my  successor  h^d 
followed  my  example  and  advice,  the 
evil  day  would  have  been  kept  off  some 
lime  longer.  But  had  he  kept  tiie  highest 
rein,  he  could  not  have  done  much  service 
to  the  Comjpapy :  for  neither  he  nor  any 
man  could  have  long  guarded  against  the 
mischiefs  occasioned  by  the  directors 
themselves,  whea  they  took  away  the 
powers  of  the  select  conmiittee. 

The  Company  had  acquired  an  empire 
9iore.  extensive  than  any  kingdom  in  Eu- 
rope, France  and  Russia  excepted.  They 
bad  acquired,  a  revenue  of  tour  millions 
sterling,  and  a  trade  in  proportion.  It 
vras  natural  to  suppose  that  such. an  object 
would  have  merited  the  most  serious  at' 
tention  of  administration ;  that  in  concert 
with  the  court  of  directors  they  would 
have  considered  the  nature  of  the  Com- 
pany's charter,  and  have  adopted  a  plan 
adequate  to  such  possessiqns.  Did  tl^y 
take  it  into  consideration  ?  No,  they  did 
not*  They  treated  it  rather  as  a  South 
Sea  bubble,  than  as  any  thing  'solid  and 
substantial :  they  thought  of  nothing  but 
the  present  timci  regardless  of  the  future: 
they  said,  Let  us  get  what  we  can  to-day, 
let  to-morrow  take  care  for. itself:  they 
thought  of  nothing  but  the  immediate  di- 
visioaof  the  loaves  and  fishes^  nay,,  so 
anxious  were  they  to  lay  their  hands  upon 


some  immediate  advantage,  that  they  ac« 
tually  went  so  &r  as  to  influence  a  parcel 
of  temporary  proprietors  ;to  bully  the  di- 
rectors into  their  terms.  It  was  their 
duty,  Sir,  to  have  called  upon  the  direc- 
tors for  a  plan ;  and  if  a  plan,  in  conse- 
quence,  had  not  been  laid  before  them,  it 
would  then  have  become  their  duty,  with 
the  aid  and  assistance  of  parliament,  to 
have  formed  one  themselves.  If  adminis- 
tration had  done  their  duty,  weshoaldnot 
now  have  heard  a  speech  from  the  tbrooe, 
intimating  the  necessity  of  parliamentary 
interposition,  to  save  our  possesuons  in 
India  from  impending  ruin. , 

The  next  point  is,  the  misconduct  on 
the  part  of  the  court  of  directors. 

After  the  court  of  directors  had,  in  the 
highest  terms,  approved  of  the  conduct  of 
that  committee,  who  restored  tranquillity 
to  Bengal ;  who  had  restored  a  govern- 
roent  t>f  anarchy  and  confusion  to  good 
order;  who  had  made  s^  peace  with  Suia 
Dowla,  by  which  they  obtained  upwards 
of  600,000^  for  the  Company ;  who  Iiad 
quelled  both  a  civil  and  a  military  mutiny; 
who.had  re-establislied  discipline  and  sub- 
ordination in  the  army ;  who  had  obtaioed 
the  duannee  of  Bengal,  Bahar,  and  Orissa, 
which  produced  to  the  Company  a  net  in- 
come of  l,SOO,O0Oi. :  who  had  paid  off  the 
greatest  part  of  a  bond  debt  in  Bengal, 
amounting  to  near  900,000/.;  who  had 
left  the  treasury  in  such  a  flowing  state, 
that  they  drew  few  or  no  bills  upon  the 
Company  at  home^  who  laid  the  founds' 
tion  of  investments  so  large  as  were  never 
before  known  or  heard  of;  and  who  had 
by  these  means  enabled  the  Company  to 
assist  g6vemment  with  400,(XXV.  a  year, 
and  to  make  an  increase  of  dividend  to  the 
stockholders  of  200,000/. ;  one  would  ima- 
gine that  the  court  of  directors  would  have 
supported  a  system  of  government  which 
had  been  so  very  successful.  But  they 
acted  upon  very  difforent  principles;  tliey 
droppea  the  prosecutions  against  these 
gentlemen  in  Bengal,  whose  conduct  the 
committee  had  censured,  and  fully  repre- 
sented. Thus  they  gave  a  sUb  to  their 
own  vitds.  From  that  instant  thev  ^ 
stroyed  their  own  power  abroad,  and  eras* 
ed  from  the  mbds  of  their  servants  in  la- 
dia,  every  wholesome  regulation  which 
.  the  committee  had  established.  The  ser- 
vants abroad  were  m  anxious  suspence  to 
learn  whether  they^were punishabU orn« 
for  miscopdoct.  The  lenity  or  weatoeai 
of  the  court  of  directors,  rempved.  wi«« 
doubts*. .  ¥t<m  tbat  ins^nt  aU  ooyenanU 
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were  foi^tten,  or  only  looked  upon  as  bo 
mao^  sheets  of  blank  paper;  and  from 
that  instant  began  that  relaxation  of  go- 
venmeot  so  much  now  complained  of, 
and  so  much  still  to  be  dreaded 

Their  next  step  was  ta  destroy  the 
powers  of  that  committee  whose  conduct 
thej  had  with  reason  so  highly  approved 
of.  They  divided  the  powers ;  they  gave 
half  to  the  ooundli  and  left  the  other  half 
with  the  committee.  The  consequence 
was,  the  council  and  committee  became 
distracted  by  altercations  and  disputes  for 
power,  and  have  ever  since  been  at  vari- 
ance, to  the  great  detriment  of  the  service. 
The  court  of  directors,  as  if  this  was  not 
enoagh,  restored  to  the  service  almost 
every  civil  and  military  transgressor,  who 
iukd  been  dismissed :  nay,  they  rewarded 
some  of  them  by  allowmg  them  a  conti- 
nuation of  their  rank  all  the  time  they 
were  in  England.^  And  now,  as  a  con- 
demnation of  their  own  conduct,  and  a 
tacit  confession  of  their  own  weakness, 
they  come  to  parliament  with  a  bill  of 
reguhtions,  in  which  is  inserted  a  clause 
to  put  such  practices,  as  much  as  possible, 
ool  of  their  power  for  the  future. 

With  regard  to  general  courts ;  I  be- 
lieve I  need  not  dwell  long  on  the  con- 
•equences  of  them.  Their  violent  pro- 
ceedings have  been  subversive  of  the  au- 
thority of  the  court  of  directors.  The 
Agents  abroad  have  known  this:  they 
hsre  therefore  never  scrupled  to  set  the 
oniers  of  the  court  of  directors  at  defiance, 
when  it  was  their  interest  to  disobey  them, 
«nd  they  have  escaped  punishment,  by. 
njcans  of  the  over-awing  mterests  of  indi- 
viduals at  genera]  courts.  Thus  have  ge- 
neral courts  co-operated  with  the  court  of 
directors  in  the  mischiefs  that  have  arisea 
'n  Bengal ;  whilst  annual  contested  elec- 
tions have,  in  a  manner,  deprived  the  di- 
rectors of  the  power  of  establishing  any 
wthority  over  their  servants.  The  first 
™lf  of  the  year  is  employed  in  freeing 
tijeraselves  from  the  obligations  contracted 
^  their  last  elections;  and  the  second 
half  is  wasted  in  incurring  new  obligations, 
«wl  securing  their  election  for  the  next 
year,  by  daily  sacrifices  of  some  interest 
^  the  Company.  The  direction,  not with- 
^anding  all  these  manoeuvres,  has  been  so 
fluctQating  and  unsettled,  that  new  and 
^ntradictory  orders  have  been  frequently 
•ent  out;  and  the  servants  (who  to  say  the 
truth  have  generally  understood  the  inte- 
rf«t  of  the  Company  much  better  than  the 
■iireetors)  have  in  many  instances   fol- 


lowed their  own  opinio&i  in  opposition  to 
theirs. 

It  is  not  my  intention,  at  present,  to 
trouble  the  House  with  the  remedies  for 
these  evils.  I  raider  chuse  to  defer  them 
till  the  Bill  come  into  the  House.  I  have 
now  opened  m^  budget :  it  is  not  a  minis- 
terial budget :  it  is  an  East  India  budget; 
which  contains  many  precious  stones,  dia^ 
monds,  rubies,  &c.  or  the  first  water  and 
magnitude :  and  there  wants  only  a  skil. 
ful  jeweller,  and  able  artist,  to  polish  them 
and  ascertain  their  real  value; 

Governor  Johnstone  spoke  as  follows : 

Sir ;  I  am  clearly  of  opinion  against 
giving  leave  for  bringing  in  this  Bill,  be'< 
fore  wc  have  gone  through  a  previous 
examination  of  tacts  to  enable  us  to  form 
a  proper  judgment.  It  is  not  upon  such 
knowledge  as  may  be  acquired  from  looser 
irregular,  unconnected,  bold  assertions,  or 
from  paitial,  studied  calculations  on  paperi 
thrown  together  to  deceive  and  mislead^ 
and  merely  read  by  a  particular  member  in 
his  place,  where  human  genius  cannot  fol* 
low  the  numbers,  so  as  to  discover  or  de« 
tect  any  fraud,  that  this  House  oug^ 
to  proceed  in  a  matter,  of  such  moment  t 
but  from  evidence  solemnly  brought  to 
your  bar,  and  authentic  papers  laid  on 
your  table,  wherebv  truth  and  faUhoodmay 
be  compared:  The  many  contradictory 
accounts  we  have  heard  frbm  different 
sides  of  the  House  should  induce  us  to 
this  rational  step.  Except  the  gentlemen 
who  moved  and  seconded  this  question, 
every  one  who  has  spoken  hitherto  has 
called  for  an  enquiry :  even  those  whose 
conduct  haay  be  suppose  to  be  most  af- 
fected by  such  a  proceeding,  have  been 
loudest  in  the  demand :  and  yet  from  a 
languor  I  perceive  in  certain  parts  of  the 
House  whose  spirit  can  alone  rouse  thtt 
assembly,  and  irom  certain  whispers  that 
have  gone  abroad,  I  believe  this  great  na^ 
tional  question  under  certain  compromises 
and  coalitions  will  be  slurred  over  like 
many  other  subjects,  regardless  of  the  ho- 
nour of  the  nation  and  the  cries  of  human 
nature. 

An  hoo.  gentleman  (Mr.  Rumbold)  on 
the  other  side  has  told  you  there  are  no 
evils  existing  in  the  government  of  Ben- 
gal ;  that  cities  are  encreasing  to  double 
Uieir  size,  inhabitants  multij^ying,  and 
new  improvements  in  land  every  where 
throughout  the  provinces ;  and  this  he  has 
stated  in  contradiction  to  a  paragraph 
from  a  respectable  author,  colooelDow^ 
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who  telb  you  that  five  milUons  of  peo- 
ple have  been  destroyed  or  fled  trom 
the  couotry.  The  honourablie  m^niber 
has  aaidy  ^<  he  fomeriy  knew  colonel 
Dow,  and  that  he  believed  him  to  be  a 
man  of  honour;  but  pique  and  reBentmeat 
for  the  disappointmenta  which  he  suiered, 
ki  consequence  of  his  part  in  the  associa* 
tion  of  1766,  has  induced  him  to  exag^- 
fate  circumstanoea,  and  place  every  thing 
in  an  unfavourable  light.'' 

I  have  the  pleasure  of  knowing  colonel 
Dow  in  a  very  intimate  degree  at  this  mo* 
ment :  1  too  believe  him  to  be  a  man  of 
strict  honour,  and  all  the  world  will  allow 
he  is  a  man  of  extraordinary  disquisitive 
powers.  As  this  very  passage  exceeded 
aU  the  accounts  of  distress  which  I  had 
heaed  concerning  the  country,  1  asked  the 
colonel  respecting  it;  he  allowed  there 
was  some  aa^iguity  in  the  expression  as 
to  .the  time  when  his  calculation  began 
and  ended,  but  that  he  meant  to  include 
$dl  the  miseries  of  the  famine  to  the  last 
dispatches,  and  in  this  sense  he  was  capa* 
ble  of  showing  sufficient  foundation  for  the 
&ots  he  had  asserted;  but  let  colonel 
Dow's  or  the  hon.  gentleman's  account  be 
true,  it  behoves  the  legislature  to  enquire ; 
ttor  can  we  ever  be  vindicated  in  Cutting 
our  doors  against  regular  information  aN 
ter  such  assertions  from  an  officer  of  high 
rank  and  character,  in  a  work  to  which 
he  has  affixed  his  name,  and  dedicated  to 
his  flovereigo. 

A  noble  lord  (Clive)  on  this  side  the 
House  had  admitted  such  miseiies  and 
inismanagement  in  the  affiiirs  of  Bengal 
ainoe  he  left  that  country,  that  every  man 
of  fore*thought  must  be  alarmed  with  the 
approach  of  sudden  bankruptcy.  His 
lordship  has  indeed  imputed  them  to  other 
causes,  but  still  the  grievances  exist ;  and 
whether  in  the  directors  at  home  or  the 
contractors  abroad,  it  is  equally  our  duty 
to  enquire. 

The  ndble  lord  has  made  a  great  im- 
pression on  the  House,  by  entering  into  a 
long  refutation  of  charges  that  had  been 
aent  him  by  the  court  of  directors,  the 
mutilated  titles  of  which  charges  he  has 
barely  read.  As  I  have  had  an  opportu- 
siity  of  seeing-  those  charges  as  well  as 
the  noble  lord,  and  as  the  answers  he  has 
^v6n  to  thqm,  afiter  ail  possible  prepara- 
tion, rather  confirm  than  lessen  my  idea 
«f  his  guilt,  I  beg  leave  to  be  indulged  in 
a  few  words  bv  way  of  a  reply  to  eadi. 
^  The  noble  lord  sets  out  with  two  articles 
jiriu(^  have  been  transmitted  to  him  from 
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the  court  of  dirai^tdrSyM  the  first  and  le- 
cood  beads  of  charges  exhibited  a^nst 
him.  It  is  needless  for  his  Isrdthip  to 
fhmlsh  me  with  instances  of  the  clumsy 
manner  m  which  business  is  transacted  il 
Hxt  East  India  House;  and  yet  there  is 
somethuig  bo  very  extraordinary  in  this, 
that  I  am  apt  to  impute  it  to  design  rather 
than  iffoorance.  HiB  lordship  piumci 
himself  ex  tremely  in  refutmg  those  cnsrges, 
As  to  the  first,  says  he,  ♦*  I  never  dealt  in 
cotton  in  all  my  life ;  I  know  no  more  of 
eotton  than  the  pope  of  Rome,  nor  indeed, 
properly  speaking,  did  1  ever  trade.  My 
fortune  was  obtained  at  the  b^d  of  an 
army^  Respecting  the  second,  I  did  s^d 
to  distant  provinces  to  purchase  diamonds, 
for  the  purpose  of  renutting  my  Jaghire  to 
England,  there  being  no  other  lawful  wg 
of  remitting  my  money  at  tliat  time,  as  the 
Company's  cash  was  then  full.  But  after 
regularly  paying  the  duties  for  the  dia- 
monds here  in  England,  I  lost  3  per  c^J- 
by  the  adventure."  Now  really  it  is  suf- 
ficient to  astonish  the  House,  and  occasion 
their  giving  very  little  attwuon  to  m 
other  chaises,  when  the  first  and  second 
are  so  easily  answered.  But  1  hope  the 
wonder  will  be  removed,  and  their  attco- 
tion  recalled  when  I  acquaint  them,  there 
are  no  such  articles  suted  as  cbargei 
against  his  lordship.  The  charge  of  b»- 
nopolizing  cotton,  and  forcing  it  oo  the 
zembders,  is  expressly  confined  to  tbe 
council,  excepting  some  particular  rnco- 
bers.  The  monopoly  of  diamonds  i»  doC 
stated  as  a  charge,  but  as  a  fact  to  luui' 
trate  another  point. 

I  come  now  to  the  real  articles  of  chaif^ 
and  I  submit  to  the  recollection  of  tw 
House  how  far  his  lordship  had  answered 
them  to  the  understanding  of  any  man  ?t 
sense.  The  first  article  of  charge,  w  bb 
lordship  has  stated  them,  is  monppoliziof 
of  salt,  betle-nut,  and  tobacco,  contrtfjf 
to  the  repeated  orders  of  tJie  court  of  o»- 
rectors,  and  in  contradiction  to  his  solefflO 
engagements  in  that  behalf.  Has  not  W 
lordship  confessed  a  monopoly  of  tho^ 
articles  in  the  most  rigid  degree?  HasM 
not  allowed  he  held  5-56fh  shares?  H» 
he  not  pretended  to  amuse  you  with  cal- 
culations of  the  most  cruel  and  fallacjoos 
kind,  stating  how  much  he  extracted  iro« 
each  individual  on  the  article  of  f »^ 
without  including  the  other  commodities* 
Has  he  not  told  you  those  men,  weanog 
few  clothes,  and  having  only  mean  haoi- 
tatioos,  and  not  being  addicted  to  the  o|^ 
of  apicittton^  liquors^  were  «teU  ^ 


SSff]  M  the  Bad  IrnUa  Judkaiure  BUI. 

pay  the  Itf •  SdL  demanded,  and  therefore 
fit  ioBtiunieiits  to  be  squeezed  In  his  en- 
gines of  oppression?  What  man  who  has 
ooDsiderea  the  subject  of  taxation,  can  be 
10  ignorant  as  not  to  knoiv;  that  every  spe- 
cies .of  general  extortion  or  oppression 
may  be  Tindicated  by  such  argomepts  ? 
Can  any  man  say,  after* duties  ana  en-' 
hanced  prices  are  long  laid  on  any  (;om- 
modity,  that  the  increased  extortion  falls 
equally  on  every  member  of  the  commu- 
nity, much  less  on  the  first  establishment, 
of  such  impositions?  But  the  mere  sum 
taken  ja  not  the  evil,  as  might  be  shown 
by  tbe  dffterence  of  taxation  in  free  and 
arbitrary  countries.  It  is  the  wicked  prin- 
ciple of  such  regulations,  contrary  to  the 
hw  of  nature,  that  destroys  human  in- 
dustry, checks  the  incitements  to  labour, 
and  produces  fannine  and  ^1  other  ev& 
cooseouences  that  have  followed  in  Ben- 
gaL  But  here  too  I  roust  remark,  thtkt 
the  title  of  this  article  of  charge,  as  deli- 
vered to  the  court  of  directors  respecting 
many  other  gentlemen  as  well  as  his  }or£ 
ship, 'is  tiOt  for  monopolizing  aalt,  betle- 
sot,  and  tobacco,  which  produced  the  late 


fiuntne,  but  for  monopolizing  salt,  betle- 
nut,  tobacco,  and  other  'commodities,^ 
which  produced  the  late  famine.  His  lord- 
ship has  adknowfedged  the  effect  of  his  re- 
gubtion  was,  that  of^tting  thousands  and 
mouaands  of  merehants  adrfft  who  used 
to  dcAl  in  those  conraiodities.  Can  there 
be  so  complete  a  coniession  of  the  horrid 
^onseauen^ea  of  his*  regulation  before  a 
umibte-body  of  men?  Thousands  and 
t^oaaancb  or  merchants  tiirown  loose  in 
any  coonmiinity  will  convulse  the  state  to 
the  very  centre.  But,  says  his  lordship, 
"  I  awnowledge  the  first  reguhitions  on 
the  ioatitiition  of  this  monopoly,  which 
were  drawn  by  Mr.  Sumner  in  my  ab- 
•ence,  were  defective,  and  1  received  many 
complaints  up  tbe  Country  against  them ; 
hut  on  the  next  year  I  corrected  all  these 
iBistakea,  and  laid  on  50  per  cent*  addi- 
tional duty,  directing  the  commodities  to 
be  aold  at  the  diferent  places  at  distindt 
pricea;  and  hi  case  it  had  not  been  for  the 
vauds  practised  by  the  banyans,  and  tbe 
disobedience  of  oraers  in  the  agents  for 
tbe  committee,  there  could  have  been  no 
eoaptaiatSp  Without  taking  notice  that 
his  lordship  had  no  authority  for  laying  on 
any  doties  whatsoever,  who  does  not  know 
such  a  ridiculous  scheme  of  fixing  stated 
pricea  on  the  necesaaries  of  Kfe  through- 
aot  the  nrovinces,  iiHIthout  its  being  pos- 
sible at  sU  times  to  proportion  the  quantity 
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and  demand,  was  liable  to  every  species  of  * 
imposition  that  foHoived  ?  and  nptning  less 
than  a  total  ignorance  of  the  subject  could 
make  a  man  complain  of  the  consequences^ 

JEIis  lordship  has  gone  into  a  digression 
to  mblead  the  House  on  the  manner  in 
which  this  trade  was  formerly  carried  on, 
to  vindicate  himself  for  imposing  sucn 
high  duties:  and  this  is  a  mistake  I  hava 
met  with  &om  many  sensible  men  in  dis^ 
coursing  concerning  £6st  India  affisdrs^-* 
The  revenues  of  the  state  are  not  collected 
in  India,  by  duties  and  commodities,  as'ili 
Europe:  the  amount  of  the  hidiest  duties 
that  tr^pre  ever  collected  on  salt  in  Bengal 
was72,0(XV-ayear:  the  general  medimn 
wa8  40,00(M.  The  rest  were  exactions  at 
the  dfliereot  chokeys.  Cogee  Wazeefl 
farmed  the  whole  a$  32fi€OL  a  year :  in 
the  time  of  Alle  Verde  Cawn;  and  t 
worthy  governor,  who  is  since  lost,  con- 
fessed to  me  in  a  public  assembly,  that  tha 
disputes  with  Cossim  Al\y  Cawn  on  thei^ 
articles  were  fairly  contentions  for  autho- 
rity, and  notpf  pecuniary  consideration. 
The  assumed  distinction  of  exports  and 
ihiports,  in  explaining  the  firmound,  are 
ridiculous  in  themselves,  and  never  cou$ 
be  applicable  to  salt,  even  according  0 
that  assumed  distinction,  since  salt  has  evdr 
been  both  an  export. and  hnpott*  An^ 
therefbre  iJiere  is  not  the  least  argmneiit 
to  be  drawn  from  ^bose  facts,  which  can 
tiodicate  his  lordship's  regulations. 

We  come  now  to  the  contumacious  di^« 
obedience  of  orders.  His  lordship  teOa 
us  of  the  extreme  ignorance  of  the  coutt 
of  directors,  in  excuse  for  disregarding 
their  positiye  commands,  which  had  been 
formerly  laid  before  the  le^iislatu^. 

With  regard. to  the  wisdom  of  die  court 
of  directors,  I  will  not  enter  into  a  dispdta 
with  his  lotdship  on  that  article  at  present^ 
but  leave  those  gentlemen  to  vmdicata 
themselves.  However,  I  must  observ^ 
whether  ignorant  or  intelligent,  they  wei^ 
his  superiors,  whom  he  was  bound  to  obey 
by  every  tie  of  honour  and  duty ;  and 
where  so  much  profit  accrued  by  |i  con« 
trary  conduct,  men  will  be  apt  to  imputo 
his  disobedience  to  other  motives.  "  I^must 
further  ]:emark,  the  orders  of  17G6i  which 
were  so  peremptory  on  ^is  head,  and  seem 
to  give  so  much  oilence  to  his  lordship,  at  . 
leaving  him  no  defence,  except  in  the  ig- 
norance of  his  masters,  were  all  wrote  by 
one  whom  he  always  treated  as  his  most 
intimate  (Kend,  and  .signed  by  othera 
whom  I  cannot  call  his  friends,  indee^^ 
but  his  most  servile  took  in  oflSce^    If  thia 
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plea  of  the  ignorance  of  ther  directors  is 
to  be  admitted  as  an  excuse  for  such  wil- 
ful disobedience  of  their  orders,  what  es* 
tablishment  can  be  secure  ? 
,  How  is  it  possible  to  deny  the  same  jus- 
tification to  every  other  person,  or  to 
punish  any  other  man  for  this  offence, 
jUpon  .which  the  welfare  of  so  many  mil- 
lions depend  ?  But  this  was  not  a  common 
^disobedience  of  orders  on  a  single  point, 
lialple  to  be  mooted,  but  a  pertinacious,  in- 
terested resistance,  from  year  to  year, 
under  solemn  deeds,  and  large  penalties. 
His  lordship  has  stated  in  his  farewell  fetter 

^  to  Mr.  Verelst,  (which,  by  the  bye,  I  think 
ihe  most  arbitrary  composition  that  ever 
was  read  in  a  free  assembly)  that  disobe- 
dience to  orders  he  considers  as  the  greats 
est. legal  crime.    Will  then  his  lordship 

'  japply  the  law  he  left  to  others,  for  a 
tnotnent,  to  himself?  Or  is  he  to  be 
.exempted  from  those  rules  by  which  the 
.'rest  of  mankind  are.  to  be  judged  i  Hi3 
lordship  has  alleged  that  many  of  the 
extracts  of  the  letters  referred  to  in  the 
charges  against  him,  prohibiting  the  trade 
'in  salt,  betle-nut,  ana  tobacco,  were  wrote 
with  a  reference  to  other  men :  but  he 
'forgets  to  mention,  that  the  letter  of  the 
.19th  of  February,  1765,  which  was  wrote 
nine  months  after  he  left  England,  con- 
firms all  those  orders  of  prohibition,  and 
^as  these  remarkable  woros :  **  Whatever 
government  /  may  be  established,  or  what- 
.ever  .unforeseen  occurrences  may  arise, 
.it  is  .our*  resolution  to  prohibit,  and  we 
Ao  absolutely  forbid,  this  trade  of  salt, 
betle-nut;  and  tobacco.  And  moreover 
ire  shall  deem  every  European  concerned 
^therein,  directly  or  indirectly,  guilty  of 
8  breach  of  his  ^iovenants ;"— and  it  is 
further  to  be  remembered,  ^that  this  very 
letter  Was  received,  and  was  the  occasion 
*of  the  ext|rabrdinary  deed  of  disobedience, 
Vhich  has,  ^ade  so  mudi  noise  in  the 
.world.  Whatever  excuses  may  be  made, 
.the  wilful  interested  disobedience  of 
orders  is  clear. 

The  next  point  to  be  considered,  is  the 

f profits  derived  from  this  conduct:  his 
ordship^  does  not  deny  the  large  sums 
lie  acquired,  l)ut  he  tells  you  of  a  Mr.  Mas- 
keline,  who  had  gone  through  all  stations 
of  li^  with  him— -<  through  regions  vast  and 
deserts  wild,* — to  whom  hie  gave  13,000/. ; 
to  Mr.  Streachy  (whose  merit  I  am  glad 
to  acknowledge,  as  praised  by. all  parties) 

,  15,000;*;  to  Mr.  Ingham,  1^,000/. ;  to  Mr. 

'  Fhilpot^  his  footman,  2,000Z.besides2,0Q0{. 
which  he  formerly  receited  as  stated  ia  an 
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account  df  a  similar  nature.to  this,  on  tiie 
Company^a  b9oks«  Now,  really,  I  can 
hardly  conceive  a  plainer  confession  of  the 
fact  dmrged.  His  lordship  acknowledeei 
the  receipt  of  the  money,  contrary  to  hit 
ensagements,  and  in  de6ance  of  public 
orders ;  but  he  insists,  that  having  subse- 
quently distributed  among  his  friends  and 
servants,  he  has  been  guilty  of  no  breach 
of  his  promise  or  his  duty« — As  this  is  a 
new  species  of  defence,  I  shall  be  glad  to 
hear  the  reception  it  meets  ^ith  from  the 
public.  It  would  be  a  strange  plea  in  a 
court  of  justice ;  besides,  how  is  it  possible 
to  detect  any  man  with  such  a  powerful 
screen?  For,  suppose  we  should  prove 
50,000/.  more  to-morrow,  it  b  only  making 
another  transfer,  and  all  is  clear;  for  it 
must  be  remembered,  as  I  said  before, 
there  is  one  account  balanced,  of  aaimOar 
nature  to. this,  on  the  Company's  records 
already,  and  his  lordship  acknowledges  the 
subsequent  48,000/.  had  never  been  stated 
to  the  directors.  Upon  the  whole,  it  ii 
clear  his  lordship  hatr  acknowledged  the 
^establishing  the  severest  moaopolies  oo  tk 
necessaries  of  life,  and  the  money  he  I^ 
ceived  by  it.  There  can  be  few  mernbers 
who  require  a  dissertation  to  explain  the 
dangerous  consequences  of  a  monopolj; 
or  who  will  deign  to  enquire  in  what  pr(v* 
portion  he  distributed  the  profits  among 
his  friends  and  dependents. 

The  next  charge  his  lordship  stands  ac- 
cused of,  ia  the  introdocmg  a  firaoduleot 
coinage.  The  answer  he  nukes  to  this « 
short.  <'  I  did  establish  a  new  gold  cur- 
rency, but  I  know  nothing  of  the  mam 
of  metals.  However,  I  am  ready  to<w- 
dare  before  God,  as  I  now  do  at  this  mo- 
ment,  that  I  reaped  not  a  shilling  P^ 
by  it."  Taking  this  defence  as  his  lord- 
ship has  suted  it,  though  I  always  uooeiv 
stood  he  had  a  certain  per  centagc  on  a» 
comage,  wha^  does  the  whole  wn<'"°^l^ 
A  strange  confession  for  a  man  » 
head  of  an  empire,  held  by  a  trading  c^: 
pany;  not  less,  than  if  a  person  ^^ 
declare,  I  know  nothing  of  an*^"^' jL 
.yet  I  am  ready  and  willing  at  any  "^ 
you  please  to  open  a  principal  *J*^''V^ 
the  patient  should  dic^  under  *^^Jf^^ 
ration,  could  the  doctor  stand  ^hW^ 
quitted  ?  Do  tiot  aU  men  ^^^^'r^uo^ 
purity  of  coin  is  a  principal  consider^ 

m  government,  and  that  it  ia  ^\"'^j^  n 
dangerous  consequences  ^^^9^^&'a\  tbo 
by   any  /roudulent  mixtures  J^J^^^ 


noble  lord  aUedge,  that  the  privf^Y*^ 
pies  of  the  coinage  did  not  admit  o«  ^r' 
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cent  aOay  above  the  current  standard  ? 
Will  he  deriyy  that  in  the  progress  of  the 
fraud«y  it  was  coined  with  thirty  per  cent. 
allay?  Will  he  deny,^  that  in  two  years 
from  its  establbhment,  the  once  flourishing 
kingdom  of  Bengal  could  not  exchange 
100  gold  mofaurs  at  the  presidency  P  Will 
he  deny,  that  the  Company  lost  300,000^. 
by  the  project  I.  I  shal>  believe  from  his 
lordship's  word,  that  he  made  no  profit  of 
the  greet  opportunity  that  occurred,  but 
that  he  left  this  likewise  to  his  friends; 
•  sad  yet  I  can  hardly  admit,  after  such  re- 
cent instances  pf  his  abilities,  that  he  is  so 
entirely  ignorant  of  the  mixture  of  metals 
as  his  modesty  would  indine  the  House  to 
believe. 

The  last  article  of  accusation,  which  his 
lordship  has  touched  upon,  is  peculation  of 
revenaes,  or  the  taking  of  one  and  l-8Ch 
per  cent,  firom  the  revenue^,  estimated  at 
300,000IL  His  lordship  has  introduced 
his  reasons  for  this  appropriation,  by  along- 
winded  minute  he  has  read  to  the  House, 
ttatbg  the  justice,  prudence,  moderation, 
Ac.  &c  with  a  lone  catalogue  of  all  the 
other  virtues,  which  ought  to  adorn  an* 
Sast  India  governor.  To  a  man  of  sense 
the  here  stating  cf  such  a  common-place 
jingle  of  woros,  would  denounce  to  his 
mind,  that  something  iniquitous  was  to 
foilov;  the  ways  of  truth  are  simple  and 
pore;  the  paths  of  fraud  are  intricate  and 
perplexed.  Suppose  I  was  to  state  to 
the  House  a  translation  of  the  Cadi,  or 
judffe's  commission,  as  found  in  Mr.  Dow's 
Mkfto  prove  that  oppressions  had  never 
prevailed  in  Hindostan« 

Men  of  reflection  know  what  a  feeble 
l^er  a  combination  of  syllables  are 
•g»ost  the  lust  of  rapine.  We  must 
come  to  the  iacsts.  Did  not  lord  Cltve 
declare  in  his  letter  to  the  court  of  direc- 
^  on  the  28th  of  April,  1764,  that  he 
(bought  the  two  and  one'  half  per  cent, 
vhidb  had  been  granted  fo  Mr.  Vansittart 
en  the  small  extent  of  territory  we  then 
Wistd,  was  too  great  a  burden  on  the. 
Company's  estiate^  By  his  own  consent 
>^iQ  consequence  of  confirming  the  jag- 
«re,  was  not  his  salaiy  fixed  at  6,000/.  a 
7«r  in  return  for  all  his  services,  civil  and 
aibary :  the  Company  agreeing  to  defray 
ul  his  necessary  expenoes  f  Does  not  the 
^  letter  of  the  4th  of  June  add,  as  a 
Wier  security  for  the  Company,  «•  This, 
^<|^erwtth  one  per  cent,  commissioo, 
^^  he  is  entitled  to  as  president  out  of 
^H  per  cent,  coinage  duty,  to  be  in 
m  cQDaidmtion  pf  all  hia  scrviote  civil 
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and  military,  consequently  hi^  lordlshtp  k ' 
to  have  no  commission  out  of  the  reveituef ' 
from  any'  of  our  territorial  acquisitiona 
whatsoever."  » 

Under  what  pretence  then  could  hia' 
lordship  claim  of  e  and  one*eighth,  equal 
to  40,(XXV.  from  the  revenues  1  He  says^ 
in  consideration  of  giving  up  trade,  wtiidi 
he  iH)w  declares  he  never  followed;  and 
yet  I  desire  to  know,*  after  acknowledg-' 
mg  that  deed  stated  in  Mr.  Bolt's  book,  * 
under  what  name  he  comprehends  hit 
merchandize  with  Mr.  Sykes  and  general' 
Camac    But  supposing  h^  had  actuallv 
dealt  in  commerce,  instead  of  making  hul^ 
bargains  at  the  head  of  an  army,  is  it  to* 
be  supposed  he  would  have  launched  inta 
firesh  concerns  within  six  months  of  hi»' 
departure ?->-But  says  his  lordship  (sensi*^ 
ble  of  the  tender  part  of  this  argument) 
the  court  of  directors  have  confirmed  it  to  . 
me,  and  so  I  shall  pass  it  over;  but  I 
denybytlie  most  forced  construction  of 
fulsome  compliments  that  the  court  of  di*' 
rectors  can  or  have  confirmed  it  to  him : 
besides,  his  lordship  has  carefully  con-' 
cealed  from  the  House  the  six  months  of 
the  1^  ner  cent,  on  the  revenues  which  he 
drew  atterieaving  the  East  Indies,  in  pre- 
judice of  that  easy,  siUv,  humane,  simple 
fellow  he  left  behind.-^ln  this  I  mean  no 
reflection  6n  the  gentleman  myself,  I  state 
it  merely  as'  his  lordship  has  represented^ 
that  hon.  gentleman   to  the  House,  in' 
summing  up  the  cause  of  all  hit  harmoni*' 
ous  plans  misgiving. 

I  nave  now  gon^  through  the  ei^fculpa- 
tion  his  lordship  was  pleased  to  deliver  to* 
the  House  against  charges'^f  which  they' 
are  ready  to  acquit  him  without  ever  see- 
ing or  hearing  ttie  partieulars  of  accusa- 
tion.— ^In  my  opinion  his  arguments  stood- 
fully  refuted,  though  I  wish  that  task  had 
fidlen  to  the  share  of  some  abler  advocate. 

I  will  sum  up  the  whole  by  requesting 
of  every  member  of  the  House  to  consider 
with  his  hand  on  his  heart,  what  are  the 
various  subjects-  of  complaint  against  the  . 
different  servants  of  the  Bast  India  Com-  ' 
pany.  Is  it  receiving  presents  from' 
princes?  Has  any  man  remitted  to  such 
an  extent  ashis  lordship?  Is  it  for  remit- 
ting such  enonmious  sums  by  these  chan- 
nels ?  Is  it  for  monopolizing  the  neces- 
saries of  life,  or  disobedience  of  orders^ 
Did  ever  any  governor  exceed  him  In 
those,  even  to  enter  into  a  penalty-bond 
to  continue  those  destructive  institutions^ 
notwithstanding  any  orders  from  the  court 
of  direotoca  lo  the  con^raiy  ?  la  it  for  diK 
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missiDg  lawvauils  by  general  courti  ?  Was 
there  ever  a  law-suit  of  such  magnitude  as 
his  own  dismissed  by  a  geqend  court? 
And  here  I  cannot  help  mentioning  my 
aurprize  at  the  dislike  his  lordship  has  ex- 
pr^sed  against  general  oourt^  How  long 
has  this  August  come  upon  him  i  Haa  he 
no  more  use  for  those  assemblies  ?  To 
what  does  the  whole  df  his  ai^uments 
tend  ?  An  uncontrouled  direction  at  home» 
and  an  tiMohite  government  abroad,  whidi 
are  heard  with  Mch  applause  by  a  British 
parliaitoent. 

After  stating  particulars  his  lordship 
descends  to  general  arguments^  which  m 
always  the  sign  irf'a  bad  eauae.  To  »ve 
the  House  an  impressioii  of  his  unbeuiMed 
generosity)  as  it  his  former  distributioiMr 
to  his  servants  were  insufficient,  he  teUs 
Yoii,  that  Meer  Jaffier^  who  had  inch  a& 
faction  for  his  lordcihip,  that  flesh  and 
Moad  could  not  withstand  them,  left  to 
his  lordship  by  will,  in  the  presence  of  his 
wife  and  son,  snd  minister,  70,00tf  •  The 
aum,  his  lordship  says,  he  might  have 
kept;  and  he  had  the  opinion  of  Sie  idlest 
lawyer  in  the  kingdom,  that  the  property 
was  duly  his ;  but  instead  of  availing  him- 
self  of  such  9fk  advantage,  ii«  p<«wed  on 
the  nabob  to  add  80,00M.  more,  with 
which  ha  has  smoe  established  a  fimd  aa 
a  perpetual  monument  of  his  boon^  to 
those  officers  and  aoldierfl,  at  the  risk  of 
whose  lives  he  had  made-so  great  aibr» 
tune.  Is  it  to  be  supposed,  says  his  lord^ 
ship,  that  a  man  who  could  establish 
audi  uncommon  marks  of  hir  bounty, 
could  stoop  to  the  crimes  charged  against 
him  I  But  here  again,  to  judbe  propeily 
on  the  subject,  we  most  attend  a  liHle  to 
the  detaO  of  liM^ts.  Meer  Jaffier  died  four 
months  before  his  lordship  arrived  at  Ctd* 
cutta«— Several  months  more  had  eiapaed 
liefore  4uiy  man  in  the  settlement  ever 
heard  a  word  of  this  will:  at  length 
Nuncumar,  the  bte  nunister,  was  un« 
prisoned,  uid  soon  after  he  was  delivered 
of  this  wonderful  secret,  which,  after 
a  proper  repetition  of  releaaements  and 
confinements,  was  thordughly  matured. 
I  have  examined  into  thia  matter  in  ano*- 
therpkcain  a  much  more  critical  and 
exact  way  than  I  now  do,  and  it  never 
could  hold  a  aemblance  of  probaUlity.*-! 
|an  perfectly  satisfied  the  artftil  mmister 
Udposed  on  his  lordship;  for  who  titi 
withstand  the  various  artiacea  of  an  eastern 
genhis,  as  he  has  described  their  political 
gallantrv  i—B\it  ha  that  as  it  tnttf,  I  now 
imdectake  to  bring  Mm,  or  atbait  five 
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nien  to  the  {bar,  whb  ware  intiniatslv  coo- 
nected  wilh^  the  affiurs  of  the  Dorbaf 
for  many  months  after  Maer.  Jaffier^i 
death,  who  will  declare  they  never  hnrd 
a  word  of  this  will  till  long  after  bis  iorJU 
sbip's  arrival;  and  I  will  defy  his  tord* 
shm,  with  all  hia  wealth,  power,  iofiueocc, 
and  friends,  to  bring  one  genUeaian  who 
will  declare  he  had  ever  heard  a  word  of 
the  matter  before  his  lordship's  arrifsL 
However,  what  puts  an  end  to  this  dsimof 
generosity  is,  that  his  lordship  was  under 
covenanta  mat  to  accept  of  any  presesU  . 
exceeding  four  thousand  rupees. 

I  will  now  trouble  the  House  widiB^ 
idea  of  the  present  proposed  Bill.  In  the 
shape  I  formeriy  saw  it,  it  appeared  ta  ne 
worse  than  none.  The  Britisb  kgidstare 
should  not  move  in  the  affiurs  of  Alia,  as- 
leas  she  acts  with  dignity  andeSecU  Ths 
eye  of  the  world  is  ujpon  her,  and  disgrace 
must  folioiw  any  insignificant,  much  nore 
any  false  atep.  The  praaent  Bill  lesrei 
that  double  engine  of  tyranny,  the  goTen- 
ment  of  the  nabob,  forcible  and  eatire  i» 
allitspatts.  It  gives  the  natives  the  power 
of  suing  Britisb  subjects  in  the  aev  etto* 
blished  courts ;  but  it  leaves  the  Britah 
subjects  without  a  iwmedv  aguoat  the 
firauds  or  oppressiona  of  the  natives,  ex* 
cept  tbrougn  the  ^btevpoaitioa  4^  the  go> 
vemor  and  council,  wiUi  their  creature  tbe 
nabob*  To  be  able  to  sue,  in  eveiy  other 
government  upon  eaith,  faaplies  a  power 
of  being  lisble.  to  sue  in  turn;  but  this 
power  of  the  East  India  Compaoy  is  ta 
open  new  maxims  of  jurisprudeacsb  The 
great  object  with  a  discerning  mind  is  to 
estaUisb  one  certain  system  of  ledremg 
bjuries  throughout  that  extensive  couo* 
tijrand  particuburlv  to  guard,  thatoomao 
can  be  safe,  from  the  ni^re  of  your  sn- 
tem,  in  tlie  commission  of  wrongs.  W 
once  eatabli^ed,  preaanta  will  cesse;  &f 
no  man  givea  away  his  money  widioHl  s 
view  to  undue  pnsferenGe.~Cat  off  tbs 
meaaa  of  accomplishing  the  peraiciosi 
end,  and  the  custom  founded  upon  iidrofa 
of  course.  So  m  monopolies  i  lay  yotf 
niarkata  finee  and  opea  (which  jK>u  us 
well  enabled  to  do,  aa  drawing  your  refe* 
nues  immediately  firosti  bnd  withoot  dutiea 
of  excise  or  custom)  and  the  evil  is  coi^ 
reeted.  By  the  praaent  Bill,  the  sjHsn 
of  tyrttmy  exerctted  through  the  asbeh 
and  the  miniatem.  itanda.  in  same  ntss* 


and  the  ministers,  stands^  in 
auie,  eonfirmed  by  bw,  if  .lAar  beiDg 
under  the  vfisw  of  the  l^pisletuite^  no  ao> 
tice  ia  taken  of  it  so  ift  lo^eeneet  the  eriL 
1  had  the  bmaoar  of  paesenthig  to  the 
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Hfftiie  a  petitioa  fir«m  a  paor  oppretsad 
AnneniaD  roerefaant  who  su Ared  long  im- 
priiQiimeDt  without -ever  being  able  aa  yet 
to  know  the  orime  of  which  1^  ia  accused. 
It  ii  tniey  on  finding  his  caae  wtfs  laid  be- 
!m  the  House,  the  firamera  of  this  Bill 
bwre  in  sooie  measure  compreheoded  his 
sect  within  the  remedies  of  their  law,  by 
ioaertiag  the  word ' '  Christian;'  But  it 
WM  not  because  he  was  a  Christian  that 
I  pieseoted  his  petition*  but  because  he 
«M  8  honao  bemg  and  feQow-Grisatui^» 
aid  because  his  case  brought  the  situation 
of  an  the  inhabitants  of  Bengal  fairly  be* 
fiirethe  House;  nor  can  the  gentlemen 
vbo  patronise  this  Bill  shew  me  one  rea- 
amformserting  the  word  Christian  that 
loef  not  equally  apply  for  puttbg  in  the 
words  Muasulmaii  and  Gentook  Suppose 
after  the  present  law,  the  goyemor  is  in« 
dined  to  oppress  one,  ten,  or  a  thousand 
of  the  inhabitants  of  Bengal,  he  whispers 
his  vidi  to  the  nabob,  the  mtn  are  sent  to 

CThey  lie  there  for  life,  or  are  re- 
sfier  proper  payments.  Have  tfaey 
any  remedy  for  releasement  when  inopri- 
Maed,  or  damBf^  when  set  fVee  ?  If  yon 
vilileep  up  this  monstrous  abaurdity,  it 
a«e  bc^r  to  enlarge  the  powers  of  the 
oabob,  and  make  him  in  some  degree  an 
^dent  BttffistniCe,  lik6  Mahomed  Ally  at 
Msdrui.  My  opinion  has  never  altered 
on  this  sobjeot,  I  am  dear  we  hold  those 
nds  hjr  conqneat.  I  think  the  conquest 
vtt  lawfully  made  by  the  Company  and  a 
nail  part  of  the  Kii^s  forces  m  conjunc* 
tMi,  I  deny  that  conquest  by  a  subjed 
MiiUy  made  vests  the  property  in  the 
<^  though  I  maintain  it  conyeys  the 
VMreieigDtr.  Strictly  roeaking,  after  pay* 
ag  the  East  India  Cfompany  for  theur 
ttpences  and  the  risks  they  run,  oo  an 
jjiDpie  acde,  the  reaidoe  riiould  bdong  to 
««tttte;  but  I  see  no  possibility  of  a  di- 
^^  and  I  aee  greet  dread  of  the  hi« 
snence  which  the  crown  might  acqube 
7>a  iiapfoper  arrangement.  My  mmd 
wefoie  is  come  to  thb  detemnnation, 
Jtt  the  crown,  under  eortain  conditions, 
^^  grant  the  kinds  to  the  East  India 
^,P«n]r«M  was  done  ui  the  eases  of  New 
iSAgland  and  several  other  of  our  chartered 
^Ijww-  The  mode  is  easv,  as  the  words 
^""P^^^^Bring  comniest,  and  promisinff  all 
^  feasonaUe.granta,  in  each  of  the 
rj^  are  literal^  the  sama  Eor  this 
linpointtosetdete 


Jt  df  men  who  wirii  "to  aet  by  preee* 
T^  A  am  obliged  i»«  worAy  menriier  in 
^  ^S  who  htt  made  ike  coottiMiaB^ 


the  colonies  his  partieular  st«dj«  The*  bu 
tuation  of  Philadelphia,  the  most  perfeel 
government  under  the  King,  fully-  UttuB* 
trates  and  vindicates  my  idea.  The  East 
India.  Company  should  i^oint,  and  tho 
King  approve  of  the  governor.  Tba  dis* 
tribution  of  justice  should  flow  from  the 
throne.  The  story  of  the  bloody  sword 
(stated  by  Mr.Rumbold)  doesmM  firightm 
me.  Who  does  not  know  that  Ae  fcife 
step  towards  the  improvement  of  civil  so- 
ciety is  tl^  taking  the  power  of  punish-^ 
ment  from  the  hands  of  the  injured  ?««r«The 
commander  in  chief  of  the  troopa  abouU 
be  named  by  the  Company,  aodappointecl 
by  the  Kingt  all  the  lesser  oiBcesehonM 
be  ii(  the  Company.  A  legtshtive  autfco* 
rity  should  be  established  on  the  spoti. 
without  thia,  we  are  like  a  diip  depnvei 
of  her  rudder*  The  proner  checha  and 
controul  on  that  body  I  do  not  now  enu« 
merate ;  they  must  be  plab  and  simple^  at 
the  beginninff*  If  these  outlioea  wert 
onoe  adgudgea,  the  subsequent  tadc  miriit 
be  soon  acoomplished ;  nor  should  nia 
matter  appei|r  so  difficult  itt  to  induce  tbtf 
minister  of  a  great  oountry  to  rit  ^iet  m 
the  moat  imaortant  national  question  that 
ever  came  oefore  parliament,  and  perari^ 
the  House  to  prooeed  in  the  dark,  driving 
like  a  ship  at  the  mercy  of  wind  and  wave. 
Sense  men  have  idledged  as  an  objeettotf 


against  assuming  the  sovereigti  authority 
of  that  country,  that  foreian  nations  would 
object.  Does  any  man  believe  >that  fe« 
reign  oati<ms  permit  us  virtually  to  Imid 
tb^  territories  under  the  magic  word 
E^evannee  t— Can  it  be  supposed  they  ar0 
not  equally  sensible  of  the  imposition  aa 
durselvest  or  will  it  be. believed  they  would 
not  bO'  much  better  contented  to  hoU 
their  diftreut  privileges  under  the  ooo* 
firmatien  of  a  British  legislature^  than  ^m 
cypher  of  a  nidiob,  directed  by  a  governor 
and  committee  whom  they  can  -  never 
trace  Mf  I  am  favoured  with  the  papers  I' 
have  asked  ibr,  I  shall  |irove  those  assetw 
tion^  from  their  owil  wordst  and  shew  w« 
are  much  more  likely  to  engender  die* 
putes  under  the  present  system.  If,  iir 
making  our  regulations,  we  are  jeakma  of 
supporting  the  privilege  of  foreignets,  srw 
are  wrong.  They  'are  necessary  for  fim 
proaperi^  of  our  India  trade  at  fadnoe  and 
abroad^  and  we  onght  to.  cenrince  tbeas  ^ 
our  veadutaons  m  this  respect  by  libenl 
detenninatbna  in  their  behalf  for  I  dread 
their  edicts  mere  than  their  army. 

The  noUe  lord  has  knputedaH  the  aus^ 
fortunaa  ef  tha  £iBt  ladia  Cen^paiiy  abraail 
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to  a  silly  fucoessor,  and  the  increase  of 
the  military  establishment.  He  is  the  best 
judge  cbncerning  those  evils  which  flowed 
from  his  succesf^or.  As  to  the  increased 
military  establishment,  I  have  oflen  wrote, 
and  often  spoke  against  it,  as  against  most 
of  the  disbursements  of  the  East  India 
Company,  which  are  all  calculated  on  a 
geon^etncal  scale  of  extri^vagance  in  pro* 
portion  to  that  of  any  other  community. 
But  who  was  the  proposer  of  that  enor- 
mous burden?  The  noble  lord  himself. 
For  the  directors,  though  dependent  on 
his  breath,  rather  curtailed  than  extended 
his  plans.  He  has  read  to  you  the  state 
of  the  military  expences  of  the  years  his 
lordship  served  in  Bengal,  and  compared 
them  with  those  of  his  successors;  but 
neither  the  effects  of  his  military  esta- 
blishment, or  his  distant  connections,  by 
ill-judged  treaties,  could  be  fe^t  till  the 
ye^r  he  left  the  country ;  nay,  not  fully  till 
the  arrival  of  the  troop  of  colonels,  lieute- 
nant colonels,  and  majors,  'which  he  sent 
iirom  Europe.  His  lordship  imputes  the 
multiplied  evils  that  have  existed  in  Bengal 
to  temporary,  partial  causes;  I  impute 
them  to  radical  defects  in  the  system  he 
had  established,  which  I  will  not  honour 
with  the  name  of  government,  but  that  of 
a  monstrous  heap  of  partial,  arbitrary,  po- 
litical inconsistenci^,  that  were  necessa- 
rily doomed  to  tumble  in  the  short  period 
they  did,  and  to  produce  all  the  cOmpli« 
cated  miseries,  mischiefs,  and  oppressions 
which  have  ensued* 

The  noble  lord  has  told  the  House  of 
the  mighty  thines  he  did  in  his  last  trip  to 
India ;  but  he  has  carefully  avoided  con- 
descending on  any  one  particular^  except 
that  of  his  arbitrary  proceedings  agamst 
men  who  had  totally  eclipsed  his  glory,  in 
«rder  to  make  room  fo^  his  low  depen- 
dents* First,  by  destroyinff  all  govern- 
ment, and  then  by  establiming  a  system 
of  uncontrouled  fraud  and  mpine.  Does 
the  noble  lord  claim  the  merit  of  adding 
the  kingdoms  of  Bengal,  Bahar,  and  Orissa 
to  the  British  empire  f  and  will  the  House 
give^  it  to  him  who  directed  the  pens  of 
captive  princes,  or  to  those  who  oy  un- 
wearied toUs  and  multiplied  dangers  took 
'  the  swords  from  their  nands  ?  !^r  I  aver 
It  is  a  £ict,  that  the  surrender  of  Souja 
Doula,  which  redoced  that  part  of  the 
world  to  our  obedience,  and  the  arrival  of 
lordClive  at  Calcutta,  were  so  near  in 
point  of  time,  that  a  courier  could  hardly 
Aave  rode  across  the  country  to  have 
giv^u  intelligence  of  the  last  circumstance 
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before  the  first  great  event  had  happened. 
There  is  only  one  other  circumstance  in 
the  noble  lord's  speech,  which  I  can  re- 
collect from  my  notes  as  remaining  unan* 
sWered.  In  the  quantity  of  terrors  he  hat 
hung  over  our  heads,  10,000  French  are 
placed  at  the  island  of  Mauritius,  and 
from  thence  removed  to  Madagascar,  from 
whehce  the  long  exploded  topic  of  uni- 
versal monarchy  is  again  deduced.  Nov 
I  will  tell  the  noUe  lord  my  opinion  on 
this  subject  in  contradiction  to  his,  and 
leave  the  House  to  judge  between  us.  If 
the  French  should  acquire  our  possessions 
in  India,  they  could  never  hold  them 
without  possessing  a  superiority  at  sea. 
These  countries  belong  naturally  to  Great 
Britain,  who  has  a  fleet  to  connect  them 
with  the  principal  dominion.  France 
might  convulse  our  credit,  and  injure  ns 
materially  by  a  stroke  in  the  East  ladies, 
and  I  am  persuaded  that  such  was  their 
intention,  and  that  she  proceeded  so  far 
that  she  does  not<know  whether  to  drav 
babk  or  go  on.  Before  our  fleet  went 
there,  our  dominions  in  the  east  certainly 
lay  exposed  in  a  manner  that  no  wise  nao 
can  vindicaj».  Since  administratidn  have 
sensibly  sent  a  squadron  into  those  seai, 
and  are  now  so  wisely  sending  a  remforce- 
ment,  I  am  in  no  dread  of  the  French,  if 
they  do  not  act  b^ore  our  reinforcement 
arrives.  I  think,  myself,  they  have  lost 
theur  time  i  at  any  rate  Bengal  is  not  their 
first  object.  But  if  they  come  to  move  to 
Madagascar,  I  am  sure  they  are  ondooe. 
Anv^  officer .  who  knows  how  European 
soldiers  moulder  away  in  those  climatei, 
will  have  little  dread  from  10,000  men, 
aaer  thcf  drafts*  by  death  and  disease,  m 
tihe  course  of  three  or  four  years,  aredulj 
si^ed;  but  in  case  they  go  to  a  new 
settlemtot,  destitute  of  all  accommoda* 
tions  from.buildings  tod  civil  society,  and 
exposdi  to  the  corrupted  air  of  rank  ve- 
getation, I  leave  an^  one  to  judge  who 
has  had  experience  m  the  settling  of  ^ 
lonies,  what  will  be  their  fate  in  a  few 
years.  Upon  the  whole,  I  shall  vote 
against  the  motion,  with  a  view  of  esta* 
blishing  an  enquiry  into  the  afiurs  of  the 
British  empire  m  Asia. 

Mr.  Thomas  Townshend  spoke  against 
bringing  in  the  Bill  in  this  manner,  and 
government  taking  no  notice  of  itfj** 
though  it  was  mentioned  in  the  Kiog^ 
speedi,  till  a  motion  was  made  ontbedOtb 
i^  March,  at  the  latter  end  of  the  stfsioOf 
wfaeft  thai  Bill  waa  now  .bcodght  ip  wi»*^ 
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out  arij  papets  being  laid  before  the 
House.  He  was  answered  by  lord  North, 
who  told  the  HoUse  he  had  not  seen  the 
Bill,  but  only  ft  sketch  of  it  He  was  sure 
Che  noble  lord  (Clive)  had  given  the 
House  a  very  full  and  particulu-  account 
of  the  affiur,  and  he  shoiud  certainly  be  for 
bringing  in  the  Bill.  Lord  North  w^  an^ 
swered  by  colonel  Barr6,  who  Jn  a  very 
severe  manner  condemned  the  administra- 
tion for  supporting  the  Bill  when  brought 
b  thus,  but  that  he  would  always  sup- 1 
port  them,  and  give  his  assistance  to  them, 
when  they  act^  with  honour.  Major 
Van  Neck  spoke  next,  he  said  that  there 
vere  men  enough  to,  govern  Bengal,  were 
Atj  properly  manned  by  the  directprs. 
Mr.  Burke  opposed  the  Bill  being  brouglit. 
in  without  any  p^peis  being  laid  before  the 
House,  as  by  it  ifre'were  to  have  a  court 
of  justice  set  up  there  without  knowing 
who  was  to  be  judge.  Sir  W.  Meredith 
spoke  for  the  Bill,  and  the  necessity  of 
passing  it,  as  there  were  fifteen  millions  of 
people  ID  that  country  who  were  oppk'essed 
for  want  of  some  regulation  there.  Mr. 
Dempster  shewed  the  state  of  the  East  In- 
dia Company,  and  said, ,  some  regulations 
ought  to  be  made  for  the  inliabitants^ 
there.  The  question  beiikg^ called  for,the 
motioii  was  carried  without  adivision* 

DAaU  in  the  Commons  on  Lewis* s  Di- 
torce  BilL"]  M^rch  11..  Counsel  was 
heard  at  the  bar  in  reeard  to  the  divorce 
of  Mr.  Lewis  from  his  wife.  This  Bill 
hsd  ^one  through  the  Lords,  and  came  to 
receive  ,ihe  consent  of  the  Commons. 
The  House  being  in  a  Committee  for  that 
purpose,  and  the  case  being  opened,  it  ap- 
peared diat  one  Hog,  a  lad  under  age,  was 
the  person  by  whom  the  adultery  was  com- 
mitted; «but  the  counsel  set  forth  no 
judgment  of  the  divorce  from  the  courts 
of  common  law. 

Mr.  Speaker  said,  he  was  no  stranger 
to  the  Bin  before  the  Committee;  he 
therefore  wbhed  to  apprise  them  of  the 
necessity  there  was  to  draw  down  the  at- 
tention of  the  House,  and  put  a  stop  to  the 
cardess,  inattentive  manner,  of  passing 
these  bills  of  divorce ;  that  judgmente  in 
the  spiritual  court  were  often  obtained  in 
the  most  cdlusive  manner ;  and  as  there 
appeared,  io  this  case,  to  be  no  proceed- 
im  at  common  law,  he  thought  tne  n^bde 
ttt  application  here  should  at  least  have 
sooae.  ground-work  to  proceed  Upon  from 
t^  courts  below.  « 

Mr«  Macht^h  jaid,  he  was  g^>to 


find  so'great  a  person,  as  the  genllematt 
who.  spoke  last,  had  taken  notice  of  • 
practice  which  carried  a  disgrace  to  A* 
House,  in  tlie  slight  groimds  of  evidence 
that  had  usually  been  offered  to  that 
House  to.  gain  their  consent  to  bills  of 
divorce;  that  it  was  proper  to. put  a  stop 
to  the  hasty  manner  in  which  tjhev  precipi- 
tated bills  of  this  sort  at  their  bar  9  and 
that  there  required  some  attention  to  such 
proceedings,  as  the  evil  of  divorces  daily 
mcreftsed,  he  imf^ined,  on  that  accounL 

.  Mr.  CorniioaU  said,  that  the  practice  of. 
obtaioing  div^orces  in  this  manner,  hsA 
loug.  given  him  very  great  unasiness^ 
that  he  wan  happy  to  find  that  the  House 
did  not  'so  far  aeviate  from  their  duty,  as  • 
to  throw  off  all  attention  to  causes  of  this* 
kind  ;.  that  the  easy  mode  of  obtaining  di- 
vorces at  this  House  was  loudly  compjain- 
ed  of  without  door^;  and  he  hoped  a  day 
would  be  appointed  to  consider  this  mat* 
ter  fully,  as  the  House  was  apprized  of  it. 

Mr.  iVhi^foorth  rose  chiefly  to  return 
his  thanks  to  the  right  hi»n.  gentlemaiH 
for  apprizing  the  House  of  the  mode  in 
which  this  Bill  was  bicouj^ht ;  and  as  the 
objection  to  sudb  proceeding  came  from  se 
respectable  a  person^^he  made  no  doubt 
but  that  it  woidd  have  great  weight  with 
the  House,  and  that  he  ventured  to  si^ 
they  would  pay  all  the  attention  to  it 
which  it  deserved ;  that  be  could  not  help 
calling  to  mind  the  many  coUusive  pro^ 
ceedingQ,  in  the  spiritual  courts,  with  re- 
gard to  divorces;  that. they  wei^  now be^ 
come  so  freqqetit  arid  numerous  in  their 
Complaints  to  that  court,  that  he  hnagioed 
the  judges  of  it  could  not  find  time  evee 
to  pursue  the  common  forms,  of  evidence 
necessary  upon  such  an  occasion,  or  te 
record  the  sentence  of  divorce^  which  was 
the  reason  of  the  counael,  at  the  bav, 
being  ndt  prepared  with  such  proper 
ground,  or  with  any  judgm^  at  commett 
law ;  that  the  practice  of  this  House  in 
consenting  to  bills  of  divorce,  without 
such  judgment  or  sentence,  had  been  .toe 
well  known,  as  it,  would  appear  that  IS 
out  of  22  had  passed  the  House,  without  a 
judgment  from  die  courts  below ;  and  that 
there  werO  50  more  divorces  in  agitation 
to  come  before  tfieni,  each  of  which  per- 
haps trould  come  as  unprepared ;  that  meti 
were  in  such  a  hurry  to  get  rid  of  their 
wives,  that  they  could  not  even  stay  for 
the  necessary  forms  of  evidence  to  go 
through  with,  in  order  to  obtain  a  propi^ 
divorce  by  lawful  process ;  but  are  told 
theymay  haveit.done«teqpe  hytheUeoae 
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of  Lords  Md  Conraioos^  that  the  easy 
process  of  gettbg  rid  of  their  wiyos,  had 
•oertainly  ^iven  a  spur  to  adultery ;  had  it 
:iiot'beeti  so,  many  occasions  for  sach  di- 
Jvoice  woold  hav«  been  prevented;  that 
fiow-a*days  a  man's  wife,  in  this  trading 
inalion,  was  esteemed  no  more  than  amer- 
^cantlle  oommodiiy,  bartered  for  and 
^Inmsferriile  ait  year,  bar  for  a  certain 
meoBik  df  money;  bvt  to  thcdr  shame  be  it 
^spokan,  who  sOt«o  greater  value  on  ihe 
most  ^estimaMe  blmidg  this  world  can 
lMslo«r ;  ^bey  lire  monsters,  not  men«  He 
^bid,  that  tin  maioe  of  getting  rid  of  di- 
^volpoe  bilk  haa  hitherto  been  a  disgrace  to 
the  House,  and  a  direct  encouragement  to 
^oltery,  and  that  be  hoped  a  stop  being 
«|Nit  to  such  easy  process  for  aivorces 
'Would  be  B  stimulating  means  to  make 
men,  whose  fault  it  generally  was,  to  be- 
teve  better  to  their  wives,*  when  they  saw 
ft  was  not  so  easy  a  matter  to  get  rid  of 
'thein,  and  prevent  the  women  from  sedc- 
ang  occasion  for  such  divorce,  perhaps 
'  <«rmiout  4my  vitiated  intemion  of  their 
'Own ;  that  he  would  not  jiay  so  ill  a  com- 
plioient  to  the  House  of  lords,  «s  to  ftocy 
tiiat  no  other  evidence  had  appeared  be- 
Vtfre  them,  to  found  their  assent  upon, 
than  #hat  had  come  to  the  knowledge  of 
.this^oose;  and  must  Suppose  that  they 
would  also  be  glad  of  arevinl  of  this  Bill ; 
^ha  lioped,  therefore,  the  ^House  would 
^ve  diem  that  opportunity. 

The  Comanittee  then  put  offthe  conri- 
deraiieii  of  the  BiQ  to  the  19th. 

Tke  Kin^s  Message  to  both  Houses  re- 
itOioe^o  Marrumes mke  RoyalFamUg-.^'^ 
(Bsbroary  90.  Bis  Vts^j  sent  down  the 
folhmiog  MesNM  to  both  Houses : 

<f  His  Majesty  Mng  desirous,  from  pa- 
1«mal  affection  to  his  own  family,  and' 
«BKious  coDcera  *for  the  future  welfiue 
jiB^his  people,  and  the  honour  -and  dig- 
^sksy  of  his  crowiH  that  the  right  of 
«I^Miving   aU   marriageSB   in   the   royal 

'•  In  tke  smamer  of  the  iearl771,  the  dake 
Jpf  Cottbt Hand,  one  of  the  Ung^  brotbevs, 
fffir^t^  marrM  Mra,  Hoitoo^  widow  of 
.Cbnslo|»ber  Hotton,  fssq.  of  CattanHall./M 
the  souaty  of  Perby,  and  daughter  of  lord 
Iroham.:  when  the  match  was  publicly  So-' 
noonoed  bts  Mpjesty  fortratd  tbem  the  court. 
tbLe  displeasure  shown  by  the  King  on  this 
OOcSsioa  did  not  deter  the  dnke  of  Gloucester, 
In  the  Onsaing  spring,  fboln  a?owing  as  his 
tSMfsortthe  oonatsss  £iwager  of  WaMsgrare, 
ewiiQla  haiiad  aajponsaiia/lTSfO. 


fittnay  (wliich  ever  has  belonged  to  the 
kings  <tfihis  realm  as  a  matter  of  pub- 
lic coDoem)  may  be  made  eSectosl,  re- 
conmiends  to  both  Houses  of  Parliament 
to  take  into  their  seeions  consideration,. 
whether  it '  may  not  te  %ise  and  expedient 
to  supply  the  defect  of  the  laws  now  in 
being ;  and,  by  some  Jiew  proviskm,  more 
effectually  to  guard  the  descendants  of  lug 
late  maiesty  king  George  the  seoood 
(other  than  ^the  issue  of  prinoesws  niw 
have  married  or  mf^  hereafter  msrr^  into 
foreign  families)  iirom  marrying  witboot 
die  approbation  of  his  Majesty,  his  faein, 
or  successors,  fivst  had  and  obtained." 
Ordered,  That  ati  hamble  Addtes  be 

S resented  to  his  Majesty.  «^to  return  hb 
iajesty  the  thanks  of  Mb  Houoeforbis 
most  gracious  Message;  to  express  oor 
senae  of  his  Majesty's  paternal  affeetionto 
his  ftmily,  his  anxioua  concern  for  the  fb* 
turn  welfare  of  his  people,  and  the  hooottr 
and  dignity  of  his  crown,  which  must  ever 
be  inseparably  connected;  and  to  astute 
his  Majesty,  that  we  will  innaediltdj 
take  the  same  into  our  most  serious  coo* 
sideratkm/' 

Copy  of  Oe  Rojfot  Meinriage  M\ 
Feb.  dh  The  Earl  of  Hochford  presented 
to  the  Hooae  of  Lords  the  Royal  Mar- 
riage  Bill,  of  which  the  following  is  s 
cc^y: 

"  An  Act  for  the  better  r^atinff  the 
future  Marriages  of  the  Boyiu  Fs« 
mily. 

.<<  Most'Graaous  Sovereign, 
<<  Whereas  your  Majesty,  fam  jwa^ 
tamal  afSsetion  to  your  own  fiuntlytSnii 
from  your  coyai  rconcem  for  the  iiutuie 
welfitte  of  .your  peofde,  and  Aehonoar 
and  diffnity  of  your  crown,  ¥Faa  gradoosiy 
pleaaedto  recommend  to  your  parliaineAt 
to  take  into  their  serious  coMidsratioB) 
whether  it  liaight  not  be  wise  and  expe- 
dient to  supplv  the  defect  of  the  ^ws  now 
in  being,  and  by  some  new  prorisioitt, 
more.eiectttdly  to  naid  the  desoeadantt 
of  his  bte  miyesty  iSng  George  the  isoood 
(other  than  the  issise  of  princesses «!» 
have  married,  or  rnnv  iMreafter  marrf, 
into  foreign  femilies)  nom  marrymg  ^i^' 
out  the  approbaisosi  of  your  Maiesty,  your 
heirs  or  aiicoessOTa,  fint  Ipd  ami  obtained : 
"  We  have  taken  this  weighty  matter 
into  our  »8ersous  oonskleratsoo,  and  being 
wasiUe  that  marriages  in  the  royal  ftmiiy 
are  of  the  highest  importance  to  the  state» 
«id  that  tberefim  the  kiii|p^of4bi8  resin 
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fiavt  ever  been  intrusted  with  the  cikre 
and  approbation  thereof;  and  being 
thoroughly  convinced  of  the  wifrdom  and 
expediency  of  what  your  Mijesty  has 
thought  fit  to  recommend  upon  this  oc- 


c 


^  We,  your  Majesty's  most  dutiflil  and 
loyal  subjects^  tf&e  Lords  spiritual  and  tem- 
poral, and  Commons,  in  this  present  par- 
fiament  assembled,  do  humbly  beseech 

our  Majesty  that  it  may  be  enacted ;  and 
« it  enacted  by  the  King's  most  excellent 
Ifajetty,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  con- 
tent of  the  Lords  8|)iritu2d  and  temporal, 
and  Commons,  in  this  present  parliament 
asKmbled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the 
ittne,  that  no  descendant  of  the  body  of 
M§  late  majesty  king  George  the  second, 
beiog  the  grand-children  and  presump^ 
ti?e  hdrs  of  the  reigning  king,  male 
or  female  (other  than  the  issue  of 
princenes  who  have  married,  or  may  here- 
after manrv,  into  foreign  fhmilies)  shall  be 
capable  of  contracting  matrimony,  without 
previous  consent  of  nis  Mi^est  v,  his  heirs 
or  successors,  signified  under  his  or  their 
Dgn  manual,  and  declared  in  council 
(which  consent,  the  better  to  preserve  the 
memory  thereof,  is  hereby  directed  to  be 
Kt  out  in  the  licence  and  register  of  mar- 
riage, and  to  be  entered  in  the  books  of 
theprtv^  council)  and  that  every  marriaee^ 
Or  matrimonial  contract,  of  any  such- de- 
ficendant,  without  such  consent  first  had 
and  obtained,  shall  be  null  and  void,  to  all 
mtents  and  purposes  whatsoever. 

'*  Provided  always,  and  be  it  enacted  by 
the  authority  aforesaid,  that  in  case  any 
nch  descendant  of  the  body  of  his  late 
majesty  king  George  ^he  second,  being 
■bore  the  age  of  25  years,'  shall  persist  in 
Ins,  or  her  resolution,  to  contract  a  mar- 
riage, disapproved  of,  or  dissented  firom, 
by  the  King,  his  heirs  or  successors,  that 
men  Buch  descendant,  upon  giving  notice 
Jo  the  King's  privy  council^  which'  notice 
is  hereby  directed  to  be  entered  in  the 
^b  thereof,  may  at  any  time,  from  the 
Apiration  of  twelve  calendar  months  afler 
nch  notice  given  to  the  privy  council 
aforesaid,  contract  such  marriage;  and 
b  or  her  marriage,  with  the  person  before 
proposed  and  i^ejected,  may  be  duly  so- 
lemoized,  and  shall  be  good,  without  the 
F^oos  consent  of  his  Majesty,  his  heirs 
or  successors,  as  if  this  act  had  never  been 
^e,  unless  both  Houses  of  Parliament 
*«D,  before  the  expiration  of  twelve 
^ths,  exprenly  declare  their  disappro- 

B^oQ  of  Bueh  intended  marriage, 
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*<  And  be' it  fiirther  enacted  by  tKe  au- 
thorilv  aforesaid,  ^at  every  person  whtf 
shall  knowingly,  or  wilfully,  presume  to 
solemnize^  or  to  assist,  or  be  present,  at 
the  celebration  of  any  marriage  with  any 
such  descendant,  or  at  his,  or  her,  m^kinsp 
any  matrimonial  contract,  without  such 
consent  as  aforesaid,  first  had  and  obtained^ 
except  in  the  cases  above-mentioned; 
shall  be  duly  convicted  Hiereof,  incur  and 
suffer  the  pains  and  penalties  ordained  and 
provided  Dy  the  statute  of  provisions  and 
prsemunire,  made  in  the  sixteenth  year  of 
the  reign  of  Richard  tlie  second/' 

Th^  Bill  was  read  the  first  time* 

Proceedings  in  the  Lords  on  the  Royal 
Marriage  BtU^']  February 26,  TheRoyat 
Marria^  Bill  was  read  a  second  time. 

Then  it, was  moved,  "  That  the  follow* 
ing  Question  be  put  to  the  Judges;" 

<*  Is  the  King  entrusted  by  law  with 
the  care  and  approbation  pf  the  marriages, 
of  the  descendants  pf  his  late  majesty  kmg; 
George  the  second,  other  than  his  present 
Majesty's  own  children,  di^ring  their  mi* 
norities  ?•* 

Which  being  objected  to :  afler  debate ; 

The  said  question  was  accordingly  put^ 
to  the  Judges. 

Whereupon,  Mr.  Baron  Smythe,  having; 
conferred  with  the  rest  of  the  Judges  pre* 
sent,  delivered  their  unanimous  opinioa 
upon  the  said  ques^on  in  the  negative-^ 
**  The  question  extending  to  all  the  de* 
scendants  of  his  late  majesty  king  George 
tb^  second,  whether  within  this  kingdom 
or  not." 

Then  the  following  question  was  put  to 
the  Judges : 

'<  Whether  the  care  and  approbation  of 
the  marriages  of  the  royal  family,  other 
than  the  issue  of  princesses  married  into 
foreign  families,  aoes  belong  to  the  kings 
of  this  realm?" 

Whereupon,  Mr.  Baron  Smythe,  having' 
conferred  with  the  rest  of  the  Judges  pre* 
6ent,  acquainted  the  House,  **  That  they 
desired  time  to  consider  of  the  said  ques* 
tion/* 

Then  it  was  moved,  <<  that  the  said 
Bill  be  committed  to  a  committee  of  the 
whole  House  on  Friday,  nexy  Which 
being  objected  to :  afler  long  achate :  the 

*  For  the  Proceedings,  in  the  jc;^  1718,  on 
the  Case  concerning  tpe  K\ng^  Prerogative 
in  respect  to  the  Education  and  Marriag:eof 
the  Royal  Family,  see  Howell's  State  Trials, 
vol.  15;  p.  1193. 

[aC] 
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pon ;   it  was  re- 
ative,  by  9S  to  35. 


Feb.  28.  The  order  of  the  day  beiog 
read  for  the  Judges  to  deliver  their  opinion 
upon  the  following  question :' 

**  Whether  the  care  and  approbation  of 
the  marriages  of*  the  royal  family^  other 
than  the  issue  of  princesses  married  into 
foreign  families,  does  belong  to  the  kings 
of  this  realm  ?"   . 

Mr.  Baron  Smythe  delivered  the  unani- 
mous opinion  of  the  Judg^  present  upon 
the  said  question,  in  the  following  words : 

'<  We  are  all  of  ooinion,  that  the  care 
and  approbation  of  the  marriages  oC  the 
king's  children  and  grand-children,  and  of 
the  presumptive  heir  to  the  crown,  (other 
than  the  issue  of  princesses  married  into 
foreign  fiimilies),  do  belong  to  the  kings 
of  this,  realm ;  but  to  what  other  branches 
of  the  royal  family  such  care  and  approba- 
tion extend,  we  do  not  find  precis^y  de- 
termined." 

Then  the  House  went  into  a  committee 
on  the  Bill.  The  title  and  preamble  of 
the  Bill  being  read  werepostponed.  The 
first  enacting  clause  bemg  read,  it  was 
proposed,  tluit  the  following  question  be 
put  to  the  Judges : 

**  If  the  king  be  entrusted  with  the  care 
and  approbation  of  the  marriage  of  the 
king's  children,  and  grand-chiQren,  and 
of  the  presumptive  heir  to  the  crown, 
other  than  the  is^e  of  princesses  married 
into  foreign  families,  to  what  other  degrees 
of  kindred,  and  to  what  ages  of  the  con- 
tracting parties,  does  such  right  of  appro- 
bation extend?" 

Which  being  objected  to;  after  long 
debate,  the  question  was  put,  Whether 
this  question  shall  be  put  to  the  Judges. 
It  was  resolved  in  the  negative ;  Contents 
82:  Not-Contenu  90. 

Then  the  fdlowing  question  was  pro- 
po^d  to  be  put  to  the  Judges : . 

**  Whether  the  kinss  of  mis  realm  have 
by  law  the  care  ana  approbation  of  the 
marriages  of  all  their  descendants,  other 
than  the  issue  of  princesses  nuirried  to  fo- 
reign princes  ?" 

Which  being  objected  to ;  after  debate, 
the  question  was  put.  Whether  this  ques- 
tion shall  be  put  to  the  Judges,  It  was 
resolved  in  the  negative. 

Then  the  fijiowing  question  was  pro- 
posed to  be  atk  to  the  Judees : 

'<  If  any  ^  the  desce[f(£ints  of  his  late 
majesty  king  George  the  Second,  of  the 
age  of  legal  consent,  shall  marry  without 


the  previous  approbation  of  the  King,  ii 
such  marriage  valid  as  the  law  now  stands, 
and  does  the  crown  possess  aay,  and  what 
power  to  enforce  its  right  of  approbation 
of  such  marriage  ?'' 

Which  being  objected  to ;  after  debate, 
the  question  was  pvt,  Whether  this  ques- 
tion  shall  be  put  to  the  Judges.  It  was 
resolved  in  the  negative.    Which  done, 

The  House  was  resumed ;  and  the  lord 
Sandys  reported  from  the  committee,  that 
they  had  made  a  progress  in  the  BiU. 

Ordered,  That  the  House  be  again  put 
intaa  committee  upon  the  said  BiU  on 
Monday  next ;  and  that  the  lords  be  sum* 
moned. 

March  2.  The  order  of  the  day  being 
read,  for  the  House  to  be  again  in  a  com- 
mittee updn  the  Bill,  the  first  enactiog 
clause  of  the  said  Bill  beins  read, 

The  Marquis  of  Rockinffiam  said,  he  la- 
mented the  precipitation  with  whieh  this 
Bill  wa^  driven  on ;  that  he  would  confioa 
himself  to  the  clause  now  before  th« 
Houk;  that  he  thought  the  giviog  tht 
King  the  aft-e  and  approbation  of  marriage 
in  the  mode  prescrioed  by  this  Bill  over 
all  the  descendanto  of  Geoige  the  Sod,  was 
carrying  it  much  too  far;  they  might  jn 
a  short  time  amount  to  many  thousandsi 
The  grand  opinion  says,  *  cara  and  appro- 
bation of  marriage  includes  care  of  educa- 
tion, and  care  of  education  supposes  cut- 
tody  of  the  {)erson;'  so  by  this  Bill,  and 
the  reasoning  of  the  Judges  in  1717»  the 
King  might  soon  have  mai^y  thousands  of 
his  subjects  depending  upon  him,  not  only 
for  leave  to  many,  but  6ven  for  the  direc- 
tion of  their  education.  If  this  vas  ths 
case,  he  should  think,  that  instead  of  tha 
marriage  of  a  subject  being  a  mis-alliaoce 
to  the  royal  &mily,.  no  subject  would  suffer 
his  son  to  noarrv  into  Uie  ro^al  family,  as 
the  portion  with  such  a  marriaee  would  be 
slavery.  He  therefore  wished  to  narrow 
the  line,  and  he  could  6nd  no  better  nUe 
to  go  by  than  that  laid  down  by  the 
Judges,  and  ther^re  he  should  move  to 
leave  out  tlie  words  *«  That  no  descend- 
ant of  the  body  of  his  late  majesty,  kjog 
George  the  second,  male  or  female,  other 
than  the  issue  of  princesses  who  have  idsT' 
riedj  or  who  may  herealler  marry,  in^^ 
foreign  families ;"  and  instead  thereof  in- 
serting, "  that  none  of  the  descendants  ot 
the  body  of  his  late  majesty  king  C^eorg^ 
the  second,  being  the  children  or  grand- 
children of  the  reigning  king,  or  being  the 
presumptive  heir  to  the  crovrn,  other  thaa 
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the  issue  ofpnn  cesses,  who  may  hereafter 
m$rry  into  ibrei|^n  families ;"  which  being 
objected  to,  after  debate  the  question  was 
put,  whether  the  words  in  the  said  clause 
shall  stand  part  thereof? 

The  Lofd  Chatwellor  said,  that  he  con- 
fessed he  had*  had  a  share  in  drawing  this 
Bill,  and  should  be  unworthy  of  the  situation 
he  was  in  if  he  could  not- defend  every 
clause,  every  sentence,  every  syllable, 
erery  word,  and  every  letter  m  it;  that 
he  would  defend  every  part  of  it,  and  was 
free  to  confess  that  he  would  not  consent 
to  any  amendment  whatsoever;  that  if  the 
BUI  was  to  be  altered,  it  was  better  to 
throw  it  out ;  that  it  could  not  be  mended; 
that  the  foundation  of  the  King's  right  to 
the  care  and  approbation  of  marriages  in 
the  royal  family,  was  their  importance  to 
the  state.  As  to  who  are  the  royal  fami- 
ly, all  the  descendants  of  George  the  se- 
cond are  so,  and  so  was  the  princess  Of 
Wales,  for  the  Civil  List  Act  is  made  for 
the  support  of  the  dignity  of  the  royal  fa- 
mily. The  princess  and  princes  are  paid 
9ut  of  -the  civil  list,  and  therefore  they 
are  of  the  royal  family.  That  this  right 
K  io  the  King,  he  proved  by  the  marria^ 
articles  of  the  princess  of  Brunswick,  m 
which  the  King  says,  he  ^  gives  his  sister 
in  marriaffe,'  &c.  If  any  inconveniencies 
arise,  parliament  will  take  care  to  remedy 
it  an  boodred  years  hepce ;  that  all  power 
R^  be  abused ;  but  it  is  better  to  risk 
that  than  not  to  give  this  powetr :  that  it  is 
Bot  agaiast  religion  to  annul  marriages, 
for  you  have  done  so  in  the  Marriage  Act, 
ndinthe  Act  to  prevent  lunatics  from 
narryinff ;  that  the  royal  family  are  not 
io  the  Marriage  Bill,  and  therefore  this 
BiO,  or  some  Bill,  ought  to  pass.  The 
Kin^  cannot  make  a  bad  use  of  this  power, 
^fcaitte  parliament  would  punish  tne  mi- 
nister who  advised  the  King  ill.  It  is  im- 
possible to  draw  any  line ;  the  line  must 
go  as  far  as  the  necessities  of  the  state  re- 
quire it. 

The  Marquis  of  Rockingham  answered 
diortly  the  exceptionable  parts  in  the 
^rd  Chancellor'a  speech. 

Lord  Camden  answered  them  more  at 
^gth ;  said  he  was  ill  of  the  gout,  could 
^  stay  long  in  the  House,  would  not 
■^t  the  Bill  inch  by  inch,  but  would  beg 
we  now  to  state  the  whole  of  his  objec- 
^DS  to  the  various  parta  of  it.  He  ad- 
^jtted  the  necessity  of  a  Bill ;  that  mis- 
chances reflect  dishonour  on  the  Kin|[ 
*hen  within  certain   degrees;   that  aO 

'-n  are  essential  to  kiDg9»  their  very 


robes  and  ornaments  are  not  ceremonies ; 
that  the  line  '  the  descendants  of  George 
the  second'  is  too  extensive ;  he  compared 
it  to  the  inverse  of  a  great  river,  which 
received  from  every  brook  and  stream 
something,  and  became  at  last  one  great 
river;  so  the  royal  blood  is  just  the  re- 
verse ;  it  is  one  great  source  at  first,  which 
the  farther  it  goes  spreads  itself  the  morct 
and  divides  at  last  into  ai^  infinity  of  parts ; 
that  it  would  be  dreadful  if  the  powers  of 
wardship  should  extend  so  far;  that. he 
knew  a  man  that  had  the  blood  royal  of 
£ngland  in  his  veins  who  was  an  alehouse 
keeper ;  that  if.  it  was  right  to  gfve  the 
King  this  power  over  the  descendants  of 
George  the  second,  that  is,  to  futurity,  it 
is  as  reasonable  to  give  it  to  the  issue  of 
former  kings,  and  bring  it  to  them  who 
have  the  blood  royal  in  their  veins ;  that 
this  is  the  fairest  way  of  trying  whether 
you  do  right  by  futurity;  put  yourselves 
m  their  case,  and  see  how  you  like  it; 
subject  yourselves  and  your  families  in 
your  marriages,  and  the  education  of  your 
children,  to  the  wardshio  of  the  crown ;  for 
surely  you'  would  not  do  by  others  differ* 
ently  than  you  would  do  to  yourselves.  If, 
therefore,  the  principle  is  right,  vou  should 
extend  it  to  the  descendants  ot  any  kin^* 
But  it  is  better  to  restrain  it,  not  withm 
such  narrow  bounds  as  prescribed  by  the 
noble  marquis,  but  to  the  limits  of  the 
Act  of  Precedency,  Henry  8 ;  that  no  in- 
convepience  could  arise  from  the  present 
King  (with  many  compliments  to  him) ; 
tha(  if  the  Bill  was  restrained  to  his  Ma- 
jesty's Itfe^  he  would  have  consented  to 
ten  times  as  much  as  is  noift*  required, 
but  other  kings  may  be  bad  ifaen ;  that  the 
parliament  can  never  do  otherwise  than 
aeree  with  'the  King  on  suth  an  occasion. 
To  differ  with  him  would  be  such  an  af- 
front to  a  king,  that  if  he  was  in  parlia- 
ment at  such  a  time,  he  would  rather 
agree  to  what  he  did  not  like  than  put  such 
an  affront  upon  a  king ;  that  it  would  \5e 
better  not  to  annul  the  marrii^e  when 
made  by  persons  of  years  of  disciietion, 
but  lay  all  other  restraints  and  teyqrora 
make  it  necessary  to  have' the  bann|if«;)ub- 
li^ed  in  St.  James's  chapel ;  lay  bf  c^ 
penalties  on  the  offending  pd^p  oir.ish  ^ 
him  for  ever  from  court ;  incapacitate  him 
if  you  will  from  ever  sitting  in  parliament, 
but  do  not  annul  a  marriage  between  per- 
sona of  age. 

The  amendment  was  then  rcgededi  om 
a  diviaion,  by  88  to  Si. 
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March  S.  The  order  of  the  day  being  •  yiery  idly  (as  we  apprehend)  the  ro^al 
read  for  the  third  reading  of  the  Bill,  the  prerogative  beyond  the  jurisdictioD  of  the 
aaid  Bill  was  accordingly  read  the  third  time,  crown  of  Great  Bri  tain,  can  therefore,  asap* 
It  was  then  proposed^  that  the  said  Bill  do 
pass ;  which  being  objected  to,  after  long 
debate,  the  question  being  put,  was  re- 
solved in  the  affirmative.  Contents  69, 
Proxies  21—90.  Not  Contents  25, 
Proxy  1—26. 


Protest  against  pamng  the  Royal  Mar* 
riage  BillJ}     Whereupon,  the  following 
Protest  was  entered  on  the  Journals : 
'<  Dissentient' 

<<  Ist,  Because  We  think  ^he  declara- 
tory principle  in  the  preamble  of  the  Bill 
to  be  without  foundation  in  law,  (in  the 
extent  there  stated),  to  l^e  unnecessary 
for  the  avowed  purposes  of  the  Bill,  and 
likely  to  be  attended  witli  very  dangerous 
consequences ;  as  that  preamble  does  as- 
sert, <  that  we  are  sensible  that  marriages 
in  the  royal  family  are  of  the  highest  im- 
portance to  the  state,  and  that  therefore 
the  kings  of  this  realm  have  ever  been  en- 
trusted with  the  care  and  approbation 
thereof*' 

><  The  maxim  here  laid  down,  <  That, 
because  marriages  of  the  royal  family  are 
of  the  highest  importance  tq  the  state, 
ihey  are  therefore  entrusted  to  t|ie  kings 
of  this  realm/  is  founded  on  a  dokctrine 
absurd  and  unconstitutional,  but  whic)| 
Jiereafter  will  have  the  force  of  a  parlia- 
Bientary  declaration  of  law,  the  imn^ediate 
tendency  of*  which  is  to  create  as  many 
prerogatives ,  m  the .  crown  as  there  are 
patters^  of^  importance  in  the  state;  and, 
indeed,  to  extend  ,them  in  a  manner  as 
Tague  and  exceptionable  as  had  ever  been 
done  in  tlie  worst  and  most  despotic  pe* 
xiods  in  th^  hiuory  of  this  nation;  and  we 
^ppre^hend  tbat  some  future  and  even 
xnor^  dangerous  use  nmy  be  made  of  this 
preamble,  as  it  is  much  more  extensive 
|han  is  necessary  for  any  purpose  avowed 
m  the  Bilj-:  ' 

**  2d}jfy  Because  this  declaratory  pre- 
ttnib|^seems  to  justify  the  words  which 
his  yjajesty  ha^been  advisc^d  (we  think 
Tcryi improperly)  iq  ||^^  i„  hii» message  to 
'llis  pi^rliament,  whereby  a  prerogative  is 
fisS<invd  in  v^  extent  for  which  nin^  of  his 
judges,  in  their  unanimous. opinion  deli- 
vered t9  this  House,  do  not  fin(f  any  au- 
thority : 

**  Sdly,  Because  the  term  royal  family 
bein^  general  and  not  qualified  by  the  ex- 
ceptipn,  uf  ^  the  issue  of  princesses  mar- 
ried intn  foreign  famili^/  seems  to  carry 


plied  in  the  preamble)  be  warranted  by  oo 
law,  and  is  indeed  contrary  to  common 
sense: 

^<  4thly,  Because,  if  this  parliamentary 
declaration  of  law  can  operate  in  any  de- 
gree as  a  retrospect f  (an  operation  sgainit 
which  we  have  no  security  by  any  tbiag 
contained  in  the  Bill),  it  is  perBicious and 
unjust ;  if  it  can  have  no  such  retro^iect, 
( as  was  asserted  in  argument  by  the  friends 
of  the  Bill),  it  is  then,  at  best,  frivoloui 
and  unnecessary : 

*^  5thlv,  Because  the  enacting  pvt  rf 
the  Bill  has  an  inconvenient  and  impolitic 
extent;  nan^ely,  to  all  descendsnti  of 
G^or^e  the  2(i.  lu  course  of  time  tbat 
description  mayl>ecpme  very  general,  and 
comprehend  a  great  number  of  people; 
and  we  conceive  it  would  be  an  intoler- 
able grievanoe  that  the  marriages  of  so 
many  subjects,  perhaps  dispersed  among 
the  various  ranxs  of  civil  life,  should  be 
subject  to  the  restriotions  of  this  Act, 
aspeciaUy  as  it  |ias  been  asserted  in  argu- 
ment, and  endei^voured  to  be  maintained 
by  the  authority  of  the  grand  opinioa 
given  by  the  Judges  in  the  year  1717,  that 
the  care  and  approbation  of  the  man^iage 
includes  the  education  i^nd  custody  of  the 
person ;  we  fear  that  this  extensive  power 
would  QOfne  in  time  to  make  meiny  of  tbe 
first  families  in  the  kingdom  totally  d^ 
pendent  on  the  crown :  and  we  theref^e 
lament  that  the  endeavoucs,  so  earnestly 
used  in  the  Committee  in  some  degree  to 
limit  the  generality  of  that  dsacriptioa, 
were  not  su&red  to  take  effect : 

«<  6tbly,  Because,  as  the  line  is  too 
large  with  regard  to  the  description  of  the 
royal  larnily,  so  we  think  that  the  timew 
non-age  foe  that  family  is  also  improperly 
extended.  W^  conoeive  that  the  sge  o> 
twenty-one  years  is  tbat  kmit  which  the 
laws  of  this  country  and  the  spirit  of  the 
constitution  have,  with  great  wisdom, 
given  to  minority.  It  seems  indecent  to 
the  royal  family  tosii^osetheywillnotbe 
arrived  at  the  age  of  discretion  as  soon  as 
the  lowest  subject  of  the  realm;  and  we 
cannot  conceive  but  they  may  be  as  capa- 
ble of  chusiiig  a  wife  at  tike  age  ^  ^  I*! 
of  being  entrusted  with  the  regency  of  toe 
kingdom,  of  which  by  law  «^.*^t!^ 
that  age,  capable*  We  also  conoeive,  tiiai 
the  deferrir^g  their  age  of  majority,  as  to 
marriage,  tUl  96,  is  impidiiic  aqd  daDger* 
s|u^  as  it  ,n^  tend  4o  drlfst  tbaa»^* 
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disorderly  cottrse  of  life,  which  ought  the 
more  to  be  guarded  against  in  men  of 
high  rank,  as  the  'influence  of  their  ok- 
ample  is  the  most  forcible  and  extensive. 

**7tbly.  Because  the  power  given  by 
this  Bill  Co  a  prince  to  marrj  after  the 
age  of  26,  having  first  entered  in  the  books 
of  the  privy  council  his  intention  so  to  do 
for  12  calendar  months^is  totally  defeated 
bv  the  subseauent  proviso  *  unless  bodi 
Houses  of  ParnameDt  shall,  before  the  ex- 
piration of  the  said  12  months,  expressly 
declare  their  disapprobation  of  such  in- 
teoded  marriage.* 

*«  We  think  this  proviso  lays  great  dif- 
ficukies  on  future  parliaments,  as  their 
silence  in  such  a  case  must  expcess  a  con^ 
demnation  of  the  kind's  refusal ;  and  their 
coQcarrence  with  aucti  refusal  may  prove 
a  perpetual  prohibition  from  marriage  to 
the  person  concerned.   ' 

"We  conceive  the  right  of  conferring 
a  discretionary  power  of  prohibiting  aU 
marriages  (whether  vested  in  the  orown 
alone,  as  intended  by  the  Message,  or  in 
the  manner  now  enacted  by  the  Bill)  to 
be  above  the  i«ach  of  any  legif  latore,  as 
ooDtrsry  to  die  original  inherent  rights  of 
Iniman  nature,  which  as  they  are  not  de- 
nred  from,  or  held  under  civil  laws,  by  no 
civil  laws  whatsoever  can  be  taken  aw^. 
We  freclj  allovr«  that  the  legislature  has  a 
power  of  prescribing  rules  to  narriago»  as 
well  as  to  every  other  species  ef  contract ; 
but  these  is  on  essential  and  eternal  diffbr- 
^ce  between  regulating  the  mode,  in 
which  a  right  may  be  enjoyed,  and  esta- 
blishing a  principle,  which  may  tend  en- 
tirely to  annihilate  that  right.  To  disable 
a  man  during  bis  whole  life  from  contract- 
ing marrii^ge,  or,  what  is  tantamount,  to 
inaks  his  power  of  contraotiag  such  snar- 
tuge  dependant  neither  on  his  own  choice, 
nor  upon  any  Hxed  rule  of  law,  but  on 
the  arbitiBry  will  of  any  man,  or  set  of 
nteo,  is  exceeding  the  power  permitted 
by  the  divine  Providence  to  human  legb- 
iators;  it  is  directly  against  the  earhest 
command  given  by  God  to  mankind ;  coa- 
twy  to  the  right  of  domestic  society  and! 
oonifon;  and  to  the  desire  of  lawful  pes- 
|my,  the  first  and  best  of  instincls  planted 
m  TV  by  the  antiior  of  our  nature,  and  ut- 
terly mcompatible  with  all  religion,  natural 
and  revealed ;  and  therefore  a  mere  act 
of  power,  having  neither  the  nature  nor 
obligation  of  law. 

"'  Bthly,  Because  we  conceive  thia  Bill 
jp^ptegnantwith  ourU  diaoard  and  con* 
won;  it  haa  a  natu^d  tandsney  to  po* 
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duce  a  disputed  title  to  the  crown  :•  if 
those  who  maybe  affected  by  it  are  in 
power,  they  will  easily  procure  a  repeal  of 
th»  Aot,  and  the  con^tsnation  of  a  mar- 
riage made  contrary  to  it ;  and  if  they  an^ 
not,  it  will  at  laast.be  the  source  of  Urn 
moat  dangerous  party  that  can  exbt  i» 
any  cbuntry,  a  party  attached  to  a  pre* 
tender  to  the  crown,  whose  daim,  he  may 
assert,  has  been  set  aside  by  no  other  au- 
thority than  that  of  an  Act,  to  which  th# 
legislature  was  not  competent,  as  being 
contrary  to  the  common  rights  of  man*, 
kind :  such  a  chdm,  supported  as  it  may 
be,  by  peculrar  hardship  m  the  case,  asusty 
as  we  concehFe,  at  no  very  remote  pmod, 
create  great  mischief  and  confiisioii. 

^  Lastly.    Because  this  Bill,  which  te^ 
sorts  to  such  harsh  and  unusual  meUiods, 
at  the  same  time  provides  for  its  own  pur- 
pose very  uoceriamly  and  vwy  imperfectly  ; 
for  it  secures  no  remedy  against  the  im* 
proper  marriages  of  princesses  married 
mto  foreign  families  and  those  of  their 
issue,  which  may  full  as  aoaterially  aiiect 
the  interest  of  this  nation,  as  the  marriagea   ' 
of  princes  residing  m  the  dominions  of 
Great  Britain :    it  provides  no  remedy  at 
any  age  against  the  improvident  marriage 
of  the  king  reigning,  the  marrldge  of  w 
others  the  moat  impottani  to  the  public  s 
it  provides  nothing  againat  the  inaiseveef 
marriage  of  a  prince  of  the  blood  behig* 
f^esit  at  the  age  of  dl,  nor  fmmishce  any 
remedy  againat  his  permKtiag  such  matw 
riagcs  to  others  of  the  Mebd  roysA ;  th6 
regal  power  full^  vesting  in  liim  as  to  thio 
pm*poBe,  and  without  the  ussitftanee  of  hia 
council.    We  cannot  thorefoP0|  on  the 
whole,  avoid  exprossing  oar  #tsoag  dimp- 
probation  of  an  Act,  shadtifw  so  many  ' 
of  the  fbondaftions  of  kw,  fofigioD,  anf 
public  security,  for  ends  whol^  dispro- 
portioned  to  such  extraovdialir^r  eflorta, 
and  in  ftvesw  oif  regulations  aw  iH  calcu- 
leted  to  answer  the  purposes,  for  which  it 
it  is  pretended  they  ire  mado^   and  we 
make  this  protest,  that  it  may  s)tand  re* 
corded  to  tnat  posterity  which  maj^  suffer 
from  the  mischiisvotta  consequonceslof  this 
Act,  that  we  have  no  part  in  the  corjlftisions 
and  calamities  bronght  upm  them,  br  reo-~ 
dering  uocertaia   the  sueoesiHon  oiP  the 
cfown.    (Signed)     Rtdiasond,    fitawfl- 
liami    Devenshtroy    Abergavenny, 
Stomferd,     Albeoiariei     Mttton> 
Portland,  Dorset,  Craven,  Abingv 
don,    TonwtoB,  Johtt   Baaffor. 
Bookiagitam.'^ 
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"  Disseiitient' 

<*  Because  the  liberty  of  marriage  is  a 
natural  right  inherent  in  mankind :  ^ 

*>  Because  this  right  is  confirmed  and 
enforced  by  the  holy  Scriptures,  which  de- 
clare marriage  to  be  of  dlrine  institution, 
and  deny  to  none  the  benefit  of  that  insti- 
tution : 

'^  Because  the  la^  of  nature  and  divine 
institutions  are  not  reversible  by  the  power 
of  human  legislatures: 

<<  Because  there  is  a  total  difierence  be- 
tyreen  regulating  the  mode  of  exercising  a 
right  derived  from  the  law  of  nature;  and 
assuming  or  granting  a  discretionary 
power  of  taking  it  quite  away : 

«  Because  though  we  thmk  it  expedi- 
ent and  agreeable  to  the  dictates  of  rea- 
son, that  minors  should  not  marry  without 
the  consent  of  their  parents  or  guardians, 
and  that  such  consent  should  be  necessary 
to  render  their  parriage  good  and  valid, 
as  it  likewise  is  m  the  exercise  of  all  their 
(Aher  rights  during  the  term  of  their  non- 
age, it  can  no  more  be  inferred  from 
thence  that  We  acknowlec^e  a  right  to 
continue  such  restraint  throughout  their 
whole  lives,  then  we  acknowledge  a  right 
to  keep  men  or  women  in  a  state  of 
endless  nonage,  which,  unless  in  the  case 
of  idiots  or  incurable  lunatics,  would  be 
absurd,  unjust,  and  a  manifest  violation 
of  the  law  of  nature. 

"  Because,  if  a  perpetual  restraint  upon 
marriage,  or  poiirer  given  to  restrain  it, 
without  limitation  oftime  or  age,  be  con- 
trary to  the  iilatural  divine  laws,  (as  we 
•  apprehend  it  to  be)  a  law  authorizing 
such  restifOat,  or  conferring  such  a  power, 
must  be  .oullyand  void  in  itself. 

*<  Becau  e,  m  any  case  where  the  right 
of  succeed.  .^  to  the  crown  of  these  realms, 
may  come  p  depei^d  on  the  force  or  inva- 
lidity of  tVf  power  given  by  this  Bill,  an 
appeal  ma#e  against  it  would  probably 
brmg  upoil  the  royal  faYnily  and  the  na- 
tion all  the  miseries  imd  horrors  of  civil 
war:       # 

**  B^pause,  though  the  placing  such  a 
power  61  the  king,.' witb  the  interposition 
of  both*  Houses  c^  Parliament,  is  abetter 
"^ecuiU/  against  the  abuse  of  it  than  if  it 
had  been  entr  of  ted  to  the  king  alone ; 
yet  it  may  be  so  a^ed,  in  corrupt  or  vio- 
lent times,  as  to  be  ^ade,  in  some  cases, 
a  perpetual  negative  en  the  freedom  of 
marriage:- 

*^  B^ause,  if  the  power  be  ^evous 

'  and  contrary  to  the .  inharent   rights  of 

mankind;  the  grievance  ia  increased  by 
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the  infinite  number  of  persons  over  whom, 
in  the  course  of  time,  it  is  likely  to  ex- 
tend : 

*<  Because  we  are  convinced,  that  dl 
the  good  purposes  and  objects  of  the  Bill, 
which  we  have  greatly  at  heart,  might 
have  been  answered  without  giving  that 
perpetuity  of  restraint  over  the  fi*eeaom  of 
marriage,  whiqh  we  think  ourselves  bound 
in  conscience  to  oppose.  (Signed)  Rad- 
nor, Clifton,  Temple,  Lyttelton, 
Abingdon,  Craven." 

**  And  because  the  Bill  is  essentially 
wanting  to  its  avowed  purpose,  in  having 
providal  no  guard  against  the  greater  evil, 
the  improper  marriages  of  the  princes  oq 
the  throne.  -     Radnor." 


Debates  ift  the  Commons  on  the 
Marriage  BiU.*Ji     March  4.     The  Bill 


*  '*  The  Bill  was  opposed  with  exlraordinvj 
▼igour  in  both  Houses.  New  motions  were 
continually  made,  either  to  expunge  or  to 
Qmeud  those  that  were  thought  to  be  its  most 
exceptionable  parts ;  and  every  degree  of  par- 
liamentary skill  was  used,  either  to  obstroct  its 
progress,  or  to  improve  its  form.  Notvitb- 
standing  these  impediments,  it  was  csrriol 
though  the  House  of  Lords  with  wonderful  di«- 
patch,  and,  though  it  was  brought  in  Ute  in 
February,  passed  through  the  last  reading  oa 
the  thircf  of  March. 

**  In  this  course  of  its  progress,  one  of  tb« 
first  measures  that  was  taken  was  to  demiSd 
the  opinion  of  the  judges,  how  far,  bv  tbe  la» 
of  this  kingdom,  the  King  te  eDtnisled  with  the 
care  and  approbation  of  the  marriages  of  the 
royal  family.  The  opinion  returned  by  the 
judges  was,  that  the  care  and  approbation  of 
the  marriages  of  the  children  and  graod-cbii* 
dren  of  the  King,  and  the  presumptive  beir  to 
the  crown,  (other  than  the  issue  of  forrign 
families)  do  belong  to  the  kin&s  of  this  realm ; 
but  to  what  other  branch  of.  the  royal  faooily 
such  care  and  approbation  do  extend,  ^b« 
judges  did  not  find  precisely  determined. 

'*  The  question  was  put  separately  upon  tbe 
preamble  and  most  of  the  clauses,  whether 
each,  in  itself,  should  be  left  totally  out;  aod 
again,  upon  the  omission  of  particular  parts, 
and  for  amendments  to  others.  One  of  the 
principal  amendments  propo^  was,  that  tbe 
operative  poivers  of  the  crown  should  be  re- 
strained to  the  children  and  grand-children  of  the 
reigning  kine,  and  the  presumptive  heir  to  the 
crown ;  ano&er  was,  that  the  restrictire  limi- 
tation of  age  should  be  placed  at  81,  instead  of 
S5  years  of  age.  These  questions,  and  every 
other,  were  over-ruled  by  a  majority  of  coo- 
siderably  more  than  two  to  one ;  and  at  the 
third  reading  tbe  Bill  was  carried  without  any 
amendment,  by  a  still  greater  majority,  the 
number,  inclnding  proxies,  amounting  00  tb« 
one  side  to  90|  and  only  to  86  on  the  other.  K 
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for  the  better  regulating  the  future  Mar- 
riages of  the  Royal  Family  was  brought 
duwQ  frpro  tlie  Lords  by  the  lord  chief 
baroD  Parker,  and  Mr.  Baron  Snijrthe. 

Mr.  Seymour  moved  for  the  King's 
Message  to  be  taken  into  consideration 
first,  as  by  the  prder  of  the  day,  and  then 
Mr.  JenkiDson  got  up  and  said»  the  com- 
pliment that  was  always  paid  to  such  a 
Bill,  was,  that  it  should  be  read  the  first 
time  immediately.  Mr.  Seymour  desired 
that  the  Message  might  also  be  read,  that 
the  House  might  take  that  also  into  con- 
sideration ;  for  as  he  was  against  the  Bill 
itself,  he  should  oppose'  it  ia  eyery  stage ; 
that  the  Message  was  highly  blameable,and 
the  person  who  drew  it  up«  he  would  not 
liesitate  to  say  was  highly  criminal ;  tliat 
it  appeared  to  be  drawn  up  by  a  person 
whose  breast  swelled  with  prerogative  doc- 
trine; that  it  contained  an  assertion  of 
facts  contrary  to  law ;  he  also  understood 
that  the  matter  had  had  a  thorough  dis- 
cussion in  another  place ;    and  that  he 

WIS  however  attended,  on  its  passage,  by  a 
fnttest  of  great  lesffth  and  force,  signed  by  14 
IHs,  and  by  another,  not  so  long,'  signed  by 
lix  urds  only. 

'*  This  Bill  met  with  a  still  greater  opposi- 
tion io  the  House  of  Goromoos,  where  every 
iaeh  of  the  ground  befbg  also  disputed,  and  the 
aumbera  on  both  sides  more  nearly  od  an  eqaa- 
^y^  the  debates  were  longer  continued.  As 
ihe  opioioD  of  the  judges  seemed  to  call  in 
question  tbe  legality  of  some  assertions  in,  tlie 
tDcssaore,  which  were  notwithstanding  repeaited 
^(i  acknowledged  in  the  preamble  to  the  Bill, 
aiui  it  wu  said,  that  the  manner  in  which  the 
Bi'I  wag  hurried,  looked  as  if  it  was  intended 
to  take  an  adTsatage  of  tbe  absence  of  tbe  gen- 
ticoKo  of  tb^law,  who  were  mostly  engaged 
•n  the  eircaits,  it  was  therefore  moF«],  to  have 
the  Journals  of  tbe  Lords  inspected,  that  the 
Bou^  might  receive  the  best  inibrmafion  that 
it  coulil  ID  that  respect.  This  being  agreed  to, 
>  motion  was  made  that  the  Bill  might  be 
l>ri?i(e(l,  that  the  House  might  have  it  in  tbe 
n»wt  exact  manner  for  their  consideration ;  this 
^^  refused  'by  administration,  who  said  the 
oili  was  so  short,  that  every  member  might 
h>ve  time  to  read  it  before  the  second  reading 
<^aie  00  in  the  House ;  this  refusal,  in  a  matter 
^^  each  a  magnitude,  and  so  remote  in  its  con- 
»»iiuences,  was  represented  as  very  indecent,  if 
Dot  unfair ;  the  question  being  however  put,  it 
^  rejected  by  iC  great  majority,  the  numbers 
b^ns:  193  against,  to  t09,  who  supported  the 

''  Notwithstanding  the  issue  of  this  first  essay 
H^nreoirtb,  every  part  of  the  Bill  continued  to 
■^controverted  nod  debated  with  the  fi^eatest 
»'?«or.  The  Rouse  was  generally  pretty  full, 
^  nt  always  very  late."    Annual  Register. 


should  move  for  a  Committee  to  be  ap^ 
pointed  to  inspect  the  Journals  of  tha 
House  of  Lords ;  but  being  premature  Jn 
his  motions,  the  Speaker  put  the  question, 
that  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  first  time; 
the  Speaker  ihen  read  the  Bill,  and  also 
informed  the  House  what  it  enacted.  Sir 
Joseph  Mawbe^  moved,  That  the  Bill  be  ' 
printed ;  but  his  motion  being  also  out  of 
order,  some  little  debate  happened  about 
the  propriety  and  order  of  the  motion. 

Mr.  Seymour  then  renewed  his  motion 
for  the  Committee.  Mr.  Dowdeswell  se* 
conded  it ;  he  observed  th^t  the  preroga- 
tive doctrine  in  the  Messaee,  that  had  been 
mentioned  by  his  hon.  friend,  was  cer- 
tainty by  its  descent  allied  to  the  Star- 
chamber,  and  could  only  derive  its  ex- 
traction from  thence ;  he  insisted  upon  it 
that  the  Message  contained  assertions  that 
were  contrary  to  law,  and  bad  been  de- 
clared so  by  men  eminent  in  the  law,  as 
was  now  well  known  to  every  memberin  the 
House  individually,  though  no#Wgnified 
to  it  as  a  body;  that  they  had  not  now 
the  same  opportunity  of  consulting  these 
learned  men,  as  the^  were  most  of  them 
gone  upon  the  circuit.  He  therefore  se-  ^ 
conded  this  motion  that  he  might  get  all 
the  assistance  he  could  from  the  Joumala, 
of  the  Lords. 

The  motion  for  a  Committee  waa 
carried,  and  the  second  reading  was  or* 
dered  for  the  9th  instant. 

The  motion  for  printing  the  BiU  thea 
took  place.  Lord  North  said,  that  he 
could  not  do  otherwise  than  oppose  such 
amotion,  as  there  was  no  reason  given  \ 
that  could  persuade  hina,  that  there  waa^ 
any  necessity  for  it;  the  Bill  being  so 
short  and  lying  upon  the  table,  every 
member  might  malke  himself  master  of 
the  contents.  , 

Mr.  Thomas  Pitt  said,  that  every  wor^ 
in  that  Bill,  being  of  such  momentous  im- 
portance to  the  comipunity,  ought  to  be  as 
much  weighed  and  considered  as  a  whole 
clause  in  ordinary  acts  of  parliament. 

Sir  W.  Meredith  said  .'that  he  had 
searched  the  history  of  this  country  from 
the  earliest  times,  and  could  not  find  a 
single  precedent  to  support  such  an  as-, 
sertion  as  was  contained  in  that  Bill :  he 
thanked  the  noble  lord  for  giving  him  to 
understand  that  it  was  to  be  an  Mteration 
of  the  law,  and  the  Bill  was  not  formed 
upon  any  one  existing  statute. 

The  House  was  then  divided  by  lord 
North  upon  the  motion  for  printiiig  the 
Bill.    The  Yeas  went  forth. 
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.  So  it  passed  ia  the  negatiTe. 


} 
} 


109 


193 


March  9.*  The  House  was  moved, 
thas  his  Majesty's  Message  might  be  again 
read.  And  the  same  was  read  accordingly. 
The  House  was  also  noyed,  that  the  two 
Questions^  put  by  the  Lords  to  the  Judges, 
and  their  Answers,  which  are  contained 
M  the  Report  made  from  the  Committee 
appoioCad  to  search  the  Journals  of  the 
Lordte,  ari^  be  read.  And  the  same  were 
fcead  accordingly.    (  See  p.  386. ) 

Mr.  IkmdemeU  tnen  rose  and  informed 
the  House,  ^at  heshedd  mova  a  resolu- 1 
tioo  before  the  order  of  the  day  came  on,  I 
apoB  part  of  that  Report  which  was  iust ; 
then  read ;  observiog,  that  he  was  as  full  of  ^ 
duty  and  affection  to  the  King  as  any  mem«  I 
bar  of  that  House,  that  he  should  consider  , 
Aa  Message  to  them  as  adviaed  by  the ; 
aiiiiiater,  aod  brought  there  by  the  .noble  j 
lord  in  his  official  capacity ;  he  therefore  [ 
vould  not  hesitate  to  say,  that  the  Message  j 
aontainad  an  assertion  contrary  to  law, ; 
and  not  warranted  by  the  opinion  of  nine 
Radges  out  of  twelve ;  he  apprehended  one 
day  or  other,  was  the  present  royal  family  ■ 
to  be  extinct,  which  he  hoped  it  never 
W(0uld,  and'  the  line  of  the  princess  Sophia 
ako  to  cease,  that  many  of  the  noble  fami- 
lies of  dits  kingpdom  would  be  involved  by 
the  right  as  claimed  by  the  crown,  and 
this  couptry  would  be  then  over*run  with 
contentions  who  should  enjoy  the  throne. 
Ha  then  mentioned  the  ground  upon  which 
the  JudMs  in  the  year  1717  formed  an 
opinion  for  the  crown,  with  regard  to  tlie 
eara  and  education  of  the  children  of  the 
king,  which  was  called  <  the  Grand  Opi- 
nion;* he  also  took  notice  of  the  private 
manner  in  which  these  judges  deliberatad, 
permitting  no  one  to  be  present  at  the 
.  time,  the  secretary  being  fumed  out  of 
the  room ;  that  little  credit  ought  to  be 
given  to  opinions  so  deliirered,  such  se- 
crecy   of  their  ground  upon  which  they 
judged  bcmg  liable  to  produce  great  sus- 
picion, s 

He  then  mentioned  a  number  of  cases 


that  history  afforded,  where  the  kings  of 
this  realm  had  been  very  much  sgainst  and 
disapproved  of  marriage  contracts  made 
by  their  children,  but  observed,  that  there 
was  no  one  instance  where  a  marriage  was 
absolutely  forbid,  or  the  power  of  a  nega- 
tive ever  exercised  and  made  use  of  by  any 
king  whatever.      He  mentioned  the  case 
of  the  countess  of  Shrewsbury  •  in  Coke's 
Reports,  p.  9i,  that  she  was  fined  for  the 
contempt  only,  and  not  for  the  offence; 
the  crime  he  said  for  which  she  was  pu- 
nished, was  for  refusing  to  answer;  that 
powers  had  often  been  given  by  kings  to 
embassadors  to  marry  llieir  children  by 
proxy,  but  that  was  only  an  assent;  that 
an  absolute  negative  to  put  a  stop  to  mar- 
riages of  their  children  had  never  yetbeea 
put  into  practice  to  any  effect.    H«  men- 
I  tioned,  amon^  many  others,  the  case  of 
I  the    duke    of  York    upon    sir  William 
1  Temple's  letters  to  the  king,  where  it 
appeared,  that  the  king's  wish  being  to 
put  a  stop  to  the  marriage  then  going  on, 
the  duke  of  York   returned  for  answer, 
that  he  would  comjjjy,  and  wished  every 
subject  would  shew  as  much  obedience  to 
the  king's  will  as  he  did.     This  waabyno 
means  proving  any  compulsatory  power 
in  the  king,  but  only  shewed  the  desireof 
the  duke  of  York  not  to  act  contrary  to 
the  king's  wislies.     That  if  the  kings  bad 
ever  any  such  prerogative,  there  had  op- 
portunities enough  oTOted  for  their  exer- 
cising it,  particularly  the  case  of  John  of 
Gaunt,  who  made  a  very  imprudent  match 
with  a  widow  who  had  four  children  ;thtf, 
surely,  was  enough  to  incite  the  indigna- 
tion of  the  throne,  if  there  had  been  any 
such  power  lodged  in  it*   Had  the  duke  of 
Cumberland  married  a  pHerson  ever  so  mach 
inferior  in  rank  andfamily,  than  that  which 
he  had  married,  for  every  one  knew  that 
she  was  the  descendant  of  an  ancient 
English  family ;  but  had  he  married  a  per- 
son in  the  lowest  rank  of  life,  what  legj" 
remedy  or  proceeding  was  there  that  couW 
punish  such  an  offence  ?  That  there  couW 
be  no  such  thing  existing  as  a  right  with- 
out a  remedy.    He  thanked  God  the  Star 
Chamber  was  now  abolished;  and  thougn 
such  a  right  might  have  been  claimed  « 
that  time,  and  found  its  remedy,  the  A« 
which  repealed  th^t  arbitrary  court,  no 
man  of  libertv  would  denv.  but  that  it  was 


^  4^  No  persops  w^re  admitted  into  the  House 
of  Comnoons  tl^s  day  twl  members ;  the  gal- 
lery door  was  locked,  and  notwithstandiiiff  se- 
veral noblemen  made  application  for  admit- 
tance, they  could  not  obtain  it. 


man  of  liberty  would  deny,  but  that  i 
a  proper  one.  The  judges  held  there  w» 
no  prerogative  which  could  not  come  • 
gaily  into  Westoinster-hall.  It  wss  h^PJ 

•  See  HoweD's  SUte  Tiiahi,  vol. «,  P«  769. 
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judges  #  1^  Pfi^f*  iwe  M  #r  W* 
«Dly  as  U>  the  chilgljiEjeDy  g^a]^-<^ldren« 
i;p/  pr^unptiv]e  licii^ ;  that  tJbey  qyijii 
not  find  any  precise  description  of  it&  eJK« 
tQDdif^  fiirU^r  ^O'  the  d^t^uit  4>in^cbf^  of 
the  croiprD*  Qe.sf^id,  tjb^  wMp  mf^D  cai^B  ^ 
Wyeaps  of  ^iscrc^pn,  ^o  the  legal  ^ge  pf 
nugnrif^e,  jt  was  jiiit^und  ^ rppci^  that  they 
•hoiild  -be  at  ^e^*  ow<i  disposal,  And  i^ 
subjected  ip  ^  cpi^itry  wnlQ|»  catlfd  ij^elf 
free,  tp  the  oapicice  ^f  any  iQao.  Lai(r» 
positive  Iftw,  ;npt  tha  ^hitwy  i¥JU.<rf  ;jui 
lodi^idiial^  fhot^d  be  thp  Q^ly  rQstjr^nt. 
Men,  who  jver^  b^  l^w  ^loyved  fX  f^ie  i^ 
tveoty  to  be  fit  for  gpv^ning  the  r^rpy 
Blight  weH  be  supppsi^  Q^Pft^?  P^  cbnsing 
9x»d  goferning  it.wi&«*  One  imd  twenty 
was  th^  legal  ag/e  of  pi^riage  for  prdioajy 
mortaU.  Why»  |b^,  shoqld  a  di^erept 
rule  bold  with  respect, to  the  royal  family? 
i)id  iheir  understandings  npen  more 
P^owly,  4V  FQre  th^y  qien  later?  In  the 
succession  ,to  the  crown  we  had  adopted 
a  diffQcept  .rttle«  *  \Ve.  supposed  .them  at 
eighteeq  equal  ;to  the  arduous  tA^k  of 
swayii^  the  soeptre,  and  at  one  and 
twenty  thejr  might  be  regents.  Why, 
tben»  establish  such  opposite  apd  contra- 
dictory maxims?  He  said,  he  would  not 
iiowmak»apy  pbjectipns  to.the3iU>  4s  a 
proper  time  would  cpm6  for  tliat  to  b.e 
diiTussed,  His  observations  iwere  cpn- 
£aed  to  pro^e,  that  the  assertion  in  the 
Message,  Ac  contained  in  the  preamble  to 
the  Billt  was  not  founded  in  law ;  suppps- 
iog  it  had  been  such  a  prerogative  as  was 
there  claimed^  the  ministers  pught  to  have 
advised  a  total  sileoce  as  to  the  daim  of 
it.  That  it  was  dangerous  even  tP  adrpit 
of  such  a  claim,  lest  other  prerpg^tiv^ 
JDight  find  their  way  downtto.jtbe^e  doors, 
howeser  bad  and'contrary  to  the  interest 
of  the  people,  and  might,  under,  a  like  co- 
louf  akid  pretence,  pour  fdst  upon  our  li- 

*  U^D  this  part  pf  Mr.  Pow(lesw«?ll*s 
Speech  the  following  Lines  appeared  in  mo&t 
ortbe  daily  papers : 

Qooth  Dick  to  Tom^—This  Act  appears 

Absurd  as  Fno  aliv^; 
To  take  the  Crown  at  eiij^hteen  years, 

The  Wifr  at  tweaty.five. 
The  myst*ry  how  shall  we  explain'? 

For,  sure,  as'Dowdcswell  said, 
•Tbos  early  if  they  'refit  to  rmgn 

they  mast  be  fitto  sMd/ 

•Qneifa  Tom  to  iKck,-^Tboa  arta-fbol, 

Aad  lillie Jinow'M.of  Ufa  ; 
Alai !  'tisiiatierjfar  to  ru^ 

A  J489<1<HM1>^  pi,  wife. 


fef  *?'f?;  #Pf^  :9l<«i»i^  coiwirrience  iff  thif 
^9^86.  ^f  ibe'retbre  cpujfd  not  wis^  to 
proceed  apy  iurtb^r,  ;tiil  a  poi;it  9t  fiucft 
n^erial  i^mtpdrtance  to  this  P9untr^  way 

SuUy^ettl^aAdascertfunfjd;  ^n^y  m  or* 
ler  to  tf^ke  the  sepjtjiments  gf  .the  Houf^ 
tbi^reupon,  ne  defiir^d  ^o  ippyp  ^p  foUfXYf^ 
ing  Eesolulipn, 


*  family  has  evje;r  J)el9ngep  to  the  jiji^gs  m 
Vthis  realm  f^s  amatterof  p^biiccopc^n^ 
i|B  founded  j^  Jaw,  9r  wfi,rr^^ted  Ixy  ,th; 
jppinidn  of  the  ju^^  o£  England-  • 

Mr.  Seymour  s^cqn^ed  the  potion.  ,  Iff. 
support  of  it,  he  qb/$erved,  tii^t  the  I\Ie^- 
sage  should  t)e  narrow)^  scruiini^qd,  /of 
that  ix  coi^taiq^d  ^att^rqif.  serious  mp^ 
ment,  and  ought  ,to  be  tliqrpughiy  can- 
vassed ;  and  u\d^  in  this  case>  wh^re  thp 
Lords  bad  sent  down  a  Bill  for  the  appro- 
bation of  that  House,  Ibe  ^hpuld  look  Hppp 
himself  as  an  architect,  to  whpm  apii)n,w^ 
delivered ;  that  he  .must  tfirst  qf  all  exfv- 
mine  the  foundation  of  the  bpil^^ng/  ^P 
see  if  it  was  sound.an^jSrm,  ifitod  ip 
amend  it,  aind^good  continue  it;  .^liatiyB 
•had  Ipokedinto  the  ^t^^ute-rbpolcs  oyer  anfl 
over ;  that  he  haA  never  fouadi  ,^ven  onp 
single  i(lca  of  such  a  prerogatiye  existing 
as  was  contained  in  t^e  Mc^:)ge»  anfl  coxi- 
tipued  in  the  pream|^le  of  ilie  JDiUl ;  \}tiijL 
the  Lord  C^\^  J^ustice  (IS^Ianafield)  lylijo 
was  said  tp  have  (ramefl  xhls  'j^iU^  if  hp 
framed  it  from  any  statute;s,  jt.fnust^p 
from  those  hidden  flark  prerp^ative  ^fr- 
chives  in  his  own  jpr^a^t,  T(r]urh.he  jc^^t 
.there  as  jiacred.  and  as  secret  as  .his. opi- 
moo  upon  the  Middlesex  election ;  \^t 
be.should  loqk  upon  himself  as  a, ^isgi^aQS 
to  his  fami^,  if  he  did  npt  co'pt^iid  againft 
the  prerogative  dain^ed  in  the  Mefs^ge ; 
that  one  part  pf  his  family,  would  pe^hana 
have  not  pow  existpd,  had  such  a  rigot 
subsisted.  He  mentioned  lof^.I^ertib'r^a 
marriage  with  Isfdy  Catherine. Grey ;  fh^, 
though  objected  to,  was  proved  valid  jt 
common  }aw ;  he  said  th^t  q,ueen  ^izabe^ 
never  ipQ4e .  use  of  ,  her  prerogative  byt 
when  It  seryed  her  own  interest  and  ,pur* 
pcise ;  when .tlie.dpke  pf  Yprk  was  manipd, 
parliament  never  intdf/erecl;  ,t(^e  king  ipN 
4^red  the  ,bi$bop  to  n^ake  th/eir  reportiif 
t^vdiif;  .aqd  the  king  said,  that,  ^ifi 
Mji  orewjed  so  he  tm^wt  drink ;  .tbat  t))e 
i|x)arriage  was  vplid  .and  ,^pod*  .He  njyr 
cpse  only  t4deDytl^,at c]^  ofjirerogatiYQ 
lycd  Xtfeb  ^esigie  {m^  .if  My .  .«• 
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would  get  op  and  say  that  the  crown  had 
1^  remedy  in  law  appertaining  to  such 
nght,  he  would  give  up  his  proposition ; 
that  the  crown,  asserting  such,  right, 
should  make  it  good  by  law;  that  the  Act 
of  the  16th  of  Charles  2,  took  away  all 
the  ipToceedings  of  the  Star-chamber; 
(which  Act 'was  desired  to  be  read  at  the 
table;)  he  then  obsenred,  that  since  that 
icourty  instituted  for  such  vile,  arbitrary 
purposes,  was 'now  at  an  end,  he  appre-' 
nended  Uiat  there  could  be  no  such  right 
exiting  as  the  one  claimed,  as  there  was 
now  no  remedy  left.  He  mentione4  some 
cases  of  marriages  objected  to  by  the 
crown,  but  never  so  as  to  exercise  a  power 
of  putting  a  total  stop  to  them.  He  noped 
that  this  motion  of  his  right  hon.  friend's 
would  be  paid  due  attention  to,  and  that 
the  House  would  consider  that  the  per- 
mitting this  claim  to  exist  might  be  or  the 
most  dangerous  consequence. 

Mr.  Ivdbore  EUis  then  got  up,  and  ob- 
served how  great  a  constitutional  point 
this  question  was;  that  any  member  of 
the  House  might  make  himself  master  «f 
it  as  well  as  a  lawyer :  he  seemed  to  allow, 
that  no  prerogative  could  be  held  by  the 
king,  but  from  the  common  law,  and  none 
was  valid  but  when  exercised  for  the  good 
of  the  people ;  that  there  ought  to  be 
such  a  prerogative  existing  in  the  crown  ; 
for  if  the  care  and  approbation  of  tfie 
marriages  of  the  king's  children,  and  the 
royal  family,  was  necessary  to  be  lodged 
somewhere,  in  whose  hands  could  it  be 
so  properly  placed  as  in  those  of  the  king  ? 
He  then  proceeded  to  mention  a  number 
of  cases,  to  shew  that  the  kings  had  al- 
waprs  approved  and  consented  to  give  their 
children  in  marriage,  but  he  did  not  pro- 
duce one  where  a  negative  had  been  exor- 
cised to  effect  In  the  crown;  that  the 
kings  had  always  contracted,  and  been 
concerned  in  the  marriages  of  their  chil- 
dren. He  forbore,  he  said,  to  trouble  the 
House  with  more  than  the  few'  cases  he 
had  mentioned,  but  that  be  must  conclude 
that  the  crown  had  such  right  as  claimed; 
that  no  instance  could  be  produced  where 
any  of  the  children  of  the  king  had  marJ 
ried,  and  the  same  had  been  signified  to 
parliament,  but  that  the  consent  and  ap- 
probation of  the  crown  always  accompa- 
nied such  notification  to  this  House; 
that  he  thought  this  question  was  only 
moved  to  delay  and  put  off  the  considera- 
tion of  the  Bill  itself;  and  that  the  gentle- 
man who  made  th^  motion,  apprehending 
few  .objections  could  ba  urged,  so  as  to 
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make  a  debate  agatnt  the  propriety  of  it, 
had  entertained  the  House  wiUi  this  qoei-. 
tion ;  he  therefore  thought  it  not  impro- 
per  to  suggest  and  move  the  order  of  the 
day. 

Mr.  Herbert  expressed  his  dislike  to 
the  preamble  of  the  Bill,  and  wished  for  a 
day  to  be  appointed  on  purpose  for  the 
taking  it  into  consideration,  and  also,  if 
necessary,  that  a  censure  might  be  passed 
upon  those  who  had  recommended  that 
measure.  He  concluded  with  seconding 
the  motion  for  the  order  of  the  day. 

Lord  John  CavemUsh  said,  that  he 
thought  the  hon.  gentleman,  from  the 
arguments  he  made  use  of,  would  bare 
concluded  in  a  different  way;  but  as  the 
order  of  the  day  was  noiw  to  supersede 
this  great  question,  he  must  beg  leave  to 
observe,  that  for  his  part  he  could  not  un- 
derstand how  far  the  words  *  care  and 
approbation'  extended;  that  they  were 
ambiguous  terms.  Did  it  ever  appear, 
that  any  such  marriage  had  at  any  time 
been  invaded  and  put  an  end  to  >  The 
question  moved  before  the  order  of  the 
oay  brought  a  very  important  poiot  before 
the  House,  which,  in  his  opiriion,  oughtto 
be  first  settled  singl}'  and  simply  by  itself, 
as  a  proposition  of  the  utmost  conseoaence. 

Lord  Clare  said,  that  he  thouglit  this 
House  was  competent  to  judge  for  itself 
without  the  opmion  of  the  Judges,  and 
was  much  surprised  to  find  that  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  who  made  the  motion  had 
adopted  the  opinion  of  the  Judges,  and 
stated  it  in  his  motion  as  the  ground  of  it. 

Mr.  Th<mas  Pin  said,  that  of  aft 
methods  to  obtain  the  consent  of  the 
House,  that  of  the  assertion  of  such  s 
claim  in  the  preamble  of  this  Bill,  he 
thought  the  most  extraordinary,  for  he 
thought  that  it  was  rather  preventive  than 
inducive ;  he  observed  that  tliey  had  not 
had  as  yet  th^  Judges'  opinion ;  that  the 
House  of  Lords  had  this  advantage  at  least 
over  the  House  of  Commons ;  that  he 
could  not  approve  of  the  preamble,  nor 
indeed  of  the  Bill,  for  that  he  a]wa)'6  en- 
tertained a  strong  suspicion  of  laws,  when- 
ever they  were  made  upon  the  spur  o\ 
any  particular .  occasion.  If  a  law  was  ne* 
cessary,  make  it  at  a  time  when  you  art 
not  drove  to  it,  and  then  argui^  the  expedi* 
encVf  and  the  legislature  will  graotthelaw 
wilhngly  without  contest.  He  said  it  mu^ 
be  a.  very  weak  constitution  where  the 
kin^  had  no  concem  in  the  marriages  ot 
his  own  children ;  but  that  he,  for  his 
part,   could  not  j^ve  bis  consent  to 
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the  prerogative  iq  the  extent  claimed^  un- 
less he  was  as  coniplaisant  as  one  of  the 
present  jadg^  of  this  age»  whp  expressed 
bimself  in  these  words  with  regacd  to  pre- 
rogative»  *  That  it  is  never  to  be  supposed 
that  the  king  will  do  wrong,  or  abuse  his 
prerogative,  and  that  every  man  who 
speaks  like  a  lawyer  must  be  of  that  opi- 
nion.' That  he  believed  the  king  had  as 
much  power  to  force  the  inclinations  of 
his  children  as  to  prevent  them ;  that  he 
verily  believed  there  was  a  power  in  the 
crown  to  approve  in  some  degree  of  the 
marriages  or  their  children,  but  not  to  the 
extent  which  is  mentioned  in  Uie  pre- 
amble of  the  Bill. 

There  were  many  more  speakers  in 
this  day's  debate,  which  was  violent  and 
long.  The  minority  kept  close  to  the 
point,  spoke  much  on  the  cruelty,  the 
injustice,  the  tyranny  intended  to  the  fu- 
ture branches  of  the  royal  family  by  this 
unconnected,  inconsistent  Bill ;  urged  the 
evil  effects  it  might  have  on  the  peace,  the 
laws,  and  the  liberties  of  this  kingdom,  be- 
sides its  evident  tendency  to  influence  the 
succession  to  the  crown  of  these  realms  in 
times  of  party  or  civil  dissension;  ^nd 
pointed  every  argument  home  to  the 
nearts  of  the  ministry.  Two  or  three 
speeches  on  the  ministerial  side  were  re- 
plete with  much  sarcasm,  some  argument, 
and  had  the  advantage  of  being  well 
spoken. 

Mr.  Fox  entered  on  the  matter  in  de- 
bate. He  said  that  it  gavfe  him  much  pain 
to  be  obliged  to  differ  from  a  minister, 
whose  general  conduct  he  so  much  ap- 
proved; and  whose  political  principles' he 
admired:  a  minister,  who,  with  unex- 
ampled spirit  and  resolution,  had  stood 
forth  in  the  most  d'itical  and  dangerous 
moment  to  save  his  country  from  that  an- 
archy and  confusion  into  which  it  was 
about  to  be  plunged  by  factious  and  ill- 
designbg  men.  'But  that  since,  by  some 
unaccountable  fatality,  the  same  minister 
was  become  the  promoter  of  a  Bill  which 
seemed  big  with  mischief,  and  likely  to 
bring  upon  the  country  that  very  disorder 
and  confusion  from  which  his  former  con- 
duct had  rescued  it,  no  consideration  of 
regard  or  good  opinion  should  prevent  him 
from  giving  his  most  determined  opposi- 
tion to«every  part  of  the  Bill  in  every  stage 
of  its  progress.  He  then  entered  into  the 
irgnment,  anil  in  the  remainder  of  his 
toeech  there,  was  nothing  personal  to  lord 
North." 

When  lord  North  rose  to  speak  in  the 
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course  of  the  debate,  he  took  notice  of 
what  Mr^  Fox  had  said  with  regard  to 
him,  and  observed,  that  he  shoidd  always 
lament  when  a  gentleman  of  whose  abili- 
ties and  integrity  he  had  so  high  an  opi-. 
nion  differed  from  him,  and  that  the  manly, 
open,  and  spirited  manner  in  which  (hat 
gentleman  had,  from  the  first,  communi- 
cated to  him  his  objections  to  the  Bill,  and 
his  intentions^of  opposing  it,  had  increased 
instead  of  lessening  the  esteem  in  which  . 
he  held  him. 

The  debate  Jasted    till  half  past  one 
o'clock  in  the  morning,  when  the  question* 
being  put,  that  the  other  orders  of  the 
day  be  now  read,    the    House  divided. 
The  Noes  went  forth. 


Tellers. 
Mr.  Onslow 
Mr.  Cooper 

Mr.  Charles  Fox 


I     ^268 
:     jl40 


Yeas  J 

i  Mr.  Seymour 
So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

The  motion  for  the  second  reading  of 
the  Bill  being  then  put,  sir  William  Mere- 
dith said,  that  it  was  then  half  an  hour 
after  one  o'clock,  that  several  members 
had  retired  through  fatigue,  and  that  he 
would  move  that  the  House  do  now  ad- 
wurn.  Upon  which,  the  House  divided. 
The  Noes  went  forth. 

Tellers. 

v»Ae  f  Alderman  Townsend 
^^'^^l  Mr.  Baker  - 

Lord  Lisbume 
Mr.  Burrell 


-} 
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NoEs{; 

So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

Colonel  Barr6  then  rose  and  said : 

Mr.  Speaker ;  the  spirit  of  admi- 
mistration'  aina  the  ductility  of  this  House 
have  for  some  jrears  past  been  such  that 
as  even  a  ministerial  member  the  other 
day  said,  I  should  not  be  surprised  to  see 
the  majority  of  the  House,  it  ordered  by 
a  certain  noble  personage  whom  I  have  in 
my  eye,  atteinpt  to  come  hither  upon 
their  heads.  Let  but  the  cabinet  adopt 
the  most  absurd,  the  most  lAonstrous  pro- 
position, and  it  will  be  cordially  received, 
and  eagerly  fowarded  in  St.  Stephen's 
Chapel.  The  most  deformed  and  ungainly 
brats  of  the  minister  are  sure  to  be  here 
nurtured  and  reared  up  to  maturity ;  a  cir- 
cumstance which  puts  me  in  mind  of  the 
Indians,  who,  when  they  find  a  monster  of 
a  very  extraordinary  and  unconmion  ap- 


iiaiiiiCfil  imAe&kt&f  Hd^pi  tiiob  si  Vtidf 
Supreme ^ody  as  their  *  Jupiter  optima!( 
itoaximus.'  The  more  absurd  ttrid  detes- 
(i!6\'(i  any  bf  the  premier's  phns  appear, 
(he  greater  devotion  his  worshippers  dis- 
cover. The  doctrine  |)ropdgatea  by  him 
iii  the  afiaiir  df  the  Middlesex  election  was 
pt^i;naht  with  ruin  ind  dis^rtice.  What 
Jiwthfe  consecjufencb  ?  The  zeal  of  hr8.ad- 
nerents  increased  in  proportion ;  and  thejr 
^iideavdarfed  to  cover  tlie  ugliness  of  the 
idol  by  the  intenseness  of  their  idolatry, 
llte^hfnls  the  sniiie  symptoms  are  visible 
t^pon  thi^  occasion.  What  is  iranted  in  ar- 
gument, jgenllemen  attempt  io  stipply  by 
tfehbtoehce.  Hence,  had  I  not  other  Au- 
thentic intelligence,  I  cbold  tracb  the 
origin  of  this  BHl,  which  is  evidently  a 
king's  measure.  Who,  then,  Wonders 
that  the  whole  kingdom  is  set  in  motion, 
apd  that  -members^  who  seldom  honour 
th^e  walls  with  their  presence^  are  pressed 
into  their  service  i  .  I  hfive  no  doubt  but 
we  uiall  soon  feel  the  effects  of  such  an 
extraordinary  effort  in  tlie  arrears  of  the 
civil  list.  The  final  decision  of  the  Mid- 
djesex  election  was  soon  followed  by.  a  de- 
mand of  more  than  half  a  million  of  mo- 
ney ;  and  the  reason  why  it  was  immedi- 
ately granted  without  any  previous  en- 
guiry  into  the  manner,  in  which  the  debt 
was  contracted,  can  be  as  little  problema- 
tical in  this  assembly  as  it  is  throughout 
the  whole  nation. 

I  therefore  cotagratulate  the  abettors  of 
the  Bfll  upon  the  prospect  of  the  fine  har*- 
▼est»  which  lies  before  them.  The  crown 
wOl  ^eVtaiiily  shew  its  gratitude  for  so  great 
an  accession  of  prerogative,  what  though 
this  violent  act  teai<s  away  the  brightest 
jewel  in  his  Majesty's  diadem,  the  affisc- 
tion  of  the  people,  and  in  irs  place  substi- 
tutes fear  a^nd  jealousy  ?  Sucn  a  conside- 
ration is  in  these  days  no  moment.  *  Ode- 
rint  dum  metuant'  seems .  now  to  be  the 
favourite  maxim  inculcated  by  those 
whom  the  King  delighteth  to  honour, 
paving  sapped  the  foundations  of  the 
constitution,  having  in  their  own  opinion 
imposed  the  yoke,  and  rivetted  the  chains 
«?f  ,the  people,  they  would,  in  order  to 
make  ^very  thing  sure  and  solid^  reduce 
every  branch,  ^vet^  individual  of  the 
royail  family  to  the  same  abject  state  of 
servitude.  Observing  that  the  divisions 
of  the  regal  line  frequently  contributed  in 
ancient  times  to.  the  preservation  of  li- 
berty, because  the  discontented  princes 
threw  themselves  Into  the  scale  of  the  peo- 
jplcp  and  thus  formed  *a  bidance'to  the  ex- : 
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e^iv^  W^ghd  bf  th6  drowti  t  dBiertiog,- 
I  say,  this  jbh-cdmstaiice,  ihey  will  Dot 
even  !e£(ve  the  sehxblance  of  liberty  td 
these  devoted  vidtittis,  but  render  them 
totally  dependent  upon  the  caprice  of  a 
kitijg ;  or  rather  of  hid  ititnt^ter. 

But  is  this  pUn  In  fact  bakndated  for 
making  the  royal  line  entirely  snbsertient 
and  obseqdioUs  to  the  sovereign,  and  for 
producing  that  despotic  calm,  St  #hich 
diey  aim  >  Dn  the  contrary,  it  i^ill  jptm 
the  Source  of  endless  dissensions  and 
quslrrels  as  well  ambng  thb  royal  hmWj 
as  aniong  the  pbople.  Do  you  imsgine 
that  any  ittan  drtived  at  the  a^e  of  ma- 
turity,  much  less  a  young  s^nted  prince^ 
will  submit  With  patience  to  thb  loss  of  the 
rights  of  i  man,  to  ttiat  power  bnjdyed  by 
the  meanest  slibject,  to  the  right  of  dis- 
posing of  himself  in  marriage,  when  he  hi 
at-rrived  at  the  legal  age  of  mAtnritj,  at 
the  common  yeari  of  discretion,  whidi 
entitle  all  but  Idbts  and  lunatics  to  dnve 
a  help-mate  for  theiVi«  as  their  own  fbcjr 
directs.  Is  it  the  intention  of  the  tainister 
by  this  Bill  to  ihake  us  insinuate  that  oor 
royal  family  are  but  idiots  ot  lunatics  f 
Though  they  haVe  not  sagaxnty  toperteifi 
it,  this  is  the  compliment  which  they  pajf 
to  his  Majesty,  vmen  they  suppote  fo  fr 
xnily  incapable  of  Walking  without  leadroj^ 
strings  till  the  age  of  twenty-five?  WhV 
do  I  say  the  age  of  twehty-five  ?  We  W 
continues  their  state  of  minority  fbri^ver, 
and  leaves  them  [JO^ils  and  wards  of  bis 
Majesty  and  the  parliament  all  their  ^* 
In  order,  however,  to  make  amends,  bit 
ibajesty,  let  him  be  ever  so  young,  erer 
so  Ignorant  and  ine^qyerienced,  issapposes 
to  be  at  eighteen  endowed  with  every 
p;opd  quality  both  of  head  and  heart,  being 
mvested  with  pdwcr  to  provide  himself  I 
proper  consort,  and  to  act  as  a  guardian 
to  his  former  gtiardian,  to  the  man  wjio 
was  perhaps  regent  of  the  realm,  superin- 
tended his  education,  and  provided  him 
with  swaddling  clothes. 

Sir,  you  need  rtot  ^mfle.  Princes,  In* 
other  mortals,  must  be  rocked  in  their 
cradles,  and  haive  their  rattles  and  hobby 
horses.  However  much  deified  upon  the 
throne  they  were  once  but  boys.  I  ^^^J 
they  did  not  frequently  cohtinue  so,  ana 
prove  themselves  hot  only  Icfss  than  Weo, 
out  more  mischievous  than  unlucky'boys. 
Had  this  Bill  been  calculated  for  confiniofi 
their  freaks  and  sallies  Witt^in  bMAds,|a 
obTect  would  be  rational ;  KecAtfse,  ©  the 
influence  of  the  crown  is  now  so  roDch  «^ 
tehded,'they  Ore  Of  til  oiidi'taC^t  to  W 


109:1 


mikt  Hdy^d  »Urrtt^€  BiO. 


A.  D.  vnt. 


[4lt 


dreftded.  Tod  mkf  ^lib  iA^W  #l»al  €pU 
tfaets  ydu  jdettte;  yoii  Aiij'  cutt  therti 
God'fl  iriedi^genu  ted  tridat s-general  upon 
Hrih.  Nimieft  WiH  hot  alter  the  ftttfeure 
of  things.  Thej  will  ncH  {^rofe  less  tj- 
rannicid  find  despotic  Naj,  the  higher 
joo  exalt  tfieaiy  tlie  mote  Ihey  will 
trample  npon  their  subjects.  Wlten  this 
is  the  sute  of  the  case,  why  should  I  won* 
der  that  joa  have  chosen  Ihis  dArk  and 
trndoi^ht  hour  fbr  so  black  and  atrocious 
a  deea ;  thii  is  the  tnurderous  season  of 
the  nieht,  and  yOu  have  with  propriety 

ehed  upon  it,  for  giving  a  vital  stab  to 
rty,  and  for  effecting  a  purpose  much 
more  hellish  than  the  gunpowd^4reason. 
Kings,  Lords,  And  Commons  may  soon 
be  replaced,  all  blown  up  in.  the  air;  but  a 
lost  constitution  who  can  restore?  Men 
tre  the  ofipring  of  a  sihgie  generation ; 
but  a  system  of  wise  laws  is  Sue  work  of 
Mgea. 

Mr.  Sawbridge  next  moved,  "  That,  it 
being  Uiree  o'clock,  this  House  do  now 
ftdjoum.''  This  motion  was  seconded  by 
sir  R.  tiayton ;  however,  the  Housd  -did 
not  think  proper  to  divhle  upon  it.  llie 
gentlemen  hi  the  minority  thinking  the 
best  way  of  dividing  would  "be  to  leave  the 
Himse,  most  of  thiem  qoTtled  it  immedi" 
itely,  and  left  the  nnnistty  and  their 
friends  to  finish  the  business;  The  BiM 
iras  then  read  a  second  time. 

March  11.  Tlie  order  of  the  day  being 
T«td  for  going  into  aOommtltee  on  the 
laid  BHl,  a  UMrtion  was  made,  That  the 
^ledcer  do  leave  the  ehai^.  *  A^long  debate 
ensued,  which  lasted  till  twelve  o'clock. 
The  fc^owiDg  IS  a  l^st  of  the  gentlemen 
who  spoke  for  «nd  against  the  question, 
fmmbered  accoTdii^  to  the  order  in  which 
they  sp<^e: 

Noei,  Ayei. 

I.  Roti.  Stephen  Fox      4.  Mr.  flart 

4.  Lord  Benaayse  3.  Mr.. Stanley 

5.  Cajlt.  Pbip^  6.  Mr.  Cooper 
7.  Mr.  HeHiert  10.  Mr.  Oaslow 

6.  Mr.  Haoipden  11.  Ld.  J.  Cavendish 
9.  Lord  Folkestone  13.  Mr.  Sutton 

13.  Col.  Barr^,  14.  Mr.  Jeokinson 

15.  Mn  Charles  Fox      16.  Ld.  G.  Germain 
17.  1.01  d  lldtoTcateof 

ScothinVI 
Ifl.  Mr.'RuahoHt 
'M.  ftfr.  Dowde«w«ll 
'm.  Mr.  W.  Burke 

II.  nr.  Cornwall  ttf.  Lof<d  Nonh 

ed.  Mr.'A.  Poul<>tt 
M.  Sir  Wit^.  Meredith    25.  Mr.  1\T<» Wtoshend 
V.  Sir  W.  Meredith,    26.  Mr.  E.  Burke 
'  to  reply.  28.  Mr.  'E.'Burke,  fo 

reply. 


In  the  eoime  of  the  above  debate^ 
Lord  Folkestone  said : 


Mr.  Speaker;  I  camiol  potsihhr 
giTO  my  assent  to  this  motiony  nor  can  I 
content  myself  with  giving  a  silent  nefgjth 
tire.  The  question  seems  to  be  simply 
this,  whether  we  shall  enter  upon  the  aU 
teration  and  improvement  of  a  Bill  whicbf 
in  my  opinion,  cannot  be  so  altered,  that 
it  ought  to  pass.  It  is  built  upon  auch 
false  principles,  and  contains  so  ihany  cx4 
ceptionable  positions,  that  I  think  it  ought 
to  be  immediately  rejected.  It  is  intro* 
dueed  with  a  preamble  highly  inadnoissi* 
ble;  a  preamble  which  claims  a  new,  uq# 
heard  <^  prerogative,  a  right  to  the  care 
and  improbaitioa  of  the  marriages  of  ibm 
royal  family  as  ancient  aad  acknowiec^ed* 
A  dalm,  Sir,  fbawled  on  the  Opiaioa  of 
the  Judges  in  1717,  trhioh,  I  beg  ieavie  to 
say,  is  a  very  bad  foaodotion,  becaosa  it 
was  extfa-judicial  at  the  time  arhen  it  was 
given,  aad  is  unsupported  by  the  autho* 
rity  of  the  present  j4dges«  Aner  the  free* 
and,  I  think,  deserved  cricicisnn,  lliat  have 
been  made  apoo  Ms  grand  cfimonf  as  it 
is  called,  it  will  not,  fhope,  appear  pre* 
suaiftuoas  in  me  to  express  my  doubts  af 
ita  authority;  and  I  ahall  do  ae,  lor  this 
simple  reason,  beoaoae  I  ooooeive  a  right 
without  a  remedy,  which,  in  this  ikistanoi^ 
if  it  means  any  thing,  imist  mean  a  ri^ 
of  directipg  a  marriage  without  means  aC 
enfordng  a  compliaaoe ;  a  right  of  prahi* 
biting  a  imarriage  without  asaaM  m  p»> 
niahing  d^dbedienoe,  is  in  law,  as  in  <smm^ 
mon  sense,  a  non-existent ;  and  that  them 
is  no  fiudh  remedy  I  infer,  faacaase  tha 
judges  who  gave  this  opintoo,  bb  ssell  m 
those  who  have  -defended  this  daim  heva^ 
have  produced  tio  one  positive  proof  of  it, 
and  those  oblique  ones  whioh  they  bairc 
produced  may  all  be  reduoed  to  one  wr 
other  of  these  causes ;  either  an  apprehen* 
aion  of  imprisonment,  whioh,  however  iB»- 
gal,  the  crown  formerly  exercised  at  plea- 
sure, or  the  vanity  of  having  the  king  m 
party  to  their  marriage  settlement.  I  in* 
fer  it  likewise  from  the  oonduot  of  minia*' 
ters  upon  this  present  oeoasion ;  tliemar^ 
riage  of  the  duke  of  Oumberland,  who,  if, 
there  be  such  a  prerogative  as  is  ao»- ' 
tended,  must  out  of  mere  consistency' have 
'enforced  it  against  him,  since  it  is  thou^tt 
-so  flagrant  as  to  oeoasion  this  Bill.  I  m^ 
fer  it  likewise  from  the  words  of  the  BiO 
itself,  which  aays,  that  a  Mnarriase  of  a 
<^ertahi  desicription,  partof^whieb  desem- 
iion  4s,  tbat'it  ia  Ottrtnoted-iio^^idy^wiUfr- 
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oat  the  consent,  but  with  the  express  dis- 
'  sent  of  hid  Majesty,  shall,  under  certain 
circumstances,  yet  1>e  good.  **  ax  if  this 
'Act  had  never  been  made**  :  . ,  .  doubt 
the  authority  of  this  opinion .  jcause  it 

appears  to  induce  an  absurdi^^  ;  for  let  us 
see,  who  are  meant  by  the  royal  fomily ; 
if  it  means  all  the  descendants  of  a  certain 
given  stock,  why,  then,  at  one  time,  if  not 
at  present,  many  thousand  persons  were 
included  in  that  description.-.  We  are  told, 
indeed,  but  we  have  no  security  against  a 
retrospect,  that  the  Act  of  Settlement  ex- 
dudes  from  that  descriptipn  all  persons 
descended  from  the  sovereigns  previousljr 
upon  the  throne ;  but,  then,  how  was  it 
before  the  Act  of  Settlement  ?  Can  it  be 
conceived  that,  when  our  ancestors  de* 
Btroyed  the  Court  of  Wards,  and  other  ar- 
bitrary modes  of  oppression,  they  meant 
Id  leave  this  firultftil  source  of  still  greater 
hardships,  especially  as  those,  who  main- 
tain the  validuy  of  the  claim,  allow  that 
care  of  the  marriage  includes  the  educa- 
tion, add  ^fortiori  the' education  includes 
the  custody  of  the  person  \  Again,  if  by 
the>  term  are  meant  only  those  who  are 
within  a  certain  degree  of  relationship  ^o 
th^  sovereign,  then,  in  many  instances,  the 
heir  presumptive,  would  not  be  included, 
and  It  is  more  reasonable  that  the  heir 
presumptive,  though  a  distant  cousin, 
ahould  be  included,  thad  even  the  brother, 
who  may  be  many  more,  but  in  the  ore- 
sent  instance  is  removed  ten  degrees  from 
the  succession.  Sir,  if  the  heir  presump- 
tive is  included,  it  is  to  my  apprehension 
likewise  absurd,  because  of  the  uncertainty 
of  his  being  such.  A  man  may  be  heiV 
presumptive  to-dajr,  not  heir  presumptive 
to-monrow,  and  heir  presumptive  agein  the 
jiext  day.  In  the  instance  of  his  present 
Majesty,  if  he  had  been  so  unfortunate  as 
to  nave  lost  his  children  soon  afVer  their 
birth,  the  next  brother  of  his  Majesty 
might  have  been  nine  times  in  that  situa- 
tion, and  eight  times  out  of  it  in  the  last 
ten  years.  * 

Sir,  if  we  compare  the  notorious  occa- 
sion of  introducing  ihis  Bill  (the  marriage 
of  the  duke  of  Cumberland  with  a  subject) 
with  another  part  of  the  preamble,  as  it 
is  introduced,  (I  mean  ttiat  part  which 
mentions  the  roval  concern  for  the  honor 
and  dignity  of  the  crown)  we  shall  find  a 
■doctrine,  which  I,  for  one,  shall  ever  think 
it  my  dut^  to  oppose,  we  shall  find  a  doc- 
trine, which  I  cannot  help  thinking  the 
representatives  of  the  people,  that  people, 
whom  I  thiok  obliquely  msulted  dj  the 


Words,  will  unitedly  oppoie,  we  sb&ll  fiod 
it  is  the  opinion  of  the  minister  speaking 
in  his  Majesty's  message,  that  an  alliaoce 
of  a  subject  with  a  branch  of  the  royal  fa> 
mily  is  dishmiourable  to  the  crown.  Sir, 
I  will  speak  to  that  point  presently,  but  I 
must  say  a  few  words  as  to  the  partiality 
that  has  introduced^  this  Bill.  Sir,  report 
says,  that  the  King's  other  brother  is  mar- 
ried to  a  private  person,  and  if  it  describes 
her  rightly,  to  one  much  more  excep- 
tionable m  point  of  birth,  than  the 
duchess  of  Cumberland.  The  point  I  al- 
lude to  is  so  evident,  that  as  I  would  not 
wantonly  offend  any  one,  I  purposely  omit 
it.  But  I  must  say,  if  our  ministers  had 
been  consistent  in  their  principles,  or  im- 
partial in  their  practice,  this  Bill  would 
have  been  introduced  before,  or  would  not 
have  been  introduced  now.  If  it  bad  been 
introduced  before,  the  present  imaginary 
mischief  would  have  been  prevented :  if 
it  had  not  been  introduced  now,  tbej 
would  not  liave  been  brought  to  so  dis- 
agreeable a  dilemma.  Now  as  to  the  prac- 
tice :  And  not  to  tire  the  House,  I  wilUot 
attempt  to  enumerate  the  manV  instances, 
where  the  male  branches  of  the  royal  fa- 
mily, where  the  kin^s  upon  the  throne 
have  intermarried/ with  private  personi; 
but  taking  it  for  granted,  that  if  this  kiod 
of  connexion  is  at  all  exceptionable  it  is 
doubly  so,  when  made  by  a  female  branch 
of  the  crown,  I  wiU  only  mention  a  few  of 
the  many  instances  that  occur  in  our  bis- 
torv  of  such  marriages,  and  in  doing  this 
will  take  notice  only  of  such  as  either  ac- 
tually did,  or  at  least  very  probably  migbt 
have  carried  the  right  to  the  crown  into 
private  families.  The  only  daughter,  and 
neiress  of  Lionel  duke  of  Clarence,  second 
survivingson  of  Edward S,and  on  thedeatb, 
if  not  the  dethronement,  of  bis  nephev 
Richard  2,  undoubted  heir  to  this  crdwD' 
His  only  daughter,  I  say,  married  the  earl 
of  March,  a  privaiejubject,  and  whoerer 
is  acquainted  with  the  historical  genealog 
of  our  royal  family  must  know,  that  the 
just  pretensions  of  the  House  of  Vork 
were  founded  on  this  match.  Edward  4 
had  several  daughters,  and  in  the  ^^^^^ 
theoi  sir  Edward  Coke  expressly  says  toe 
right  to  the  crown  was  vested.  She  vu 
married  to  Henry  7,  and  as  tbej  had  rmt 
the  crown  continued  of  course  m  that  line; 
but  what  if  they  had  not  had  issue  \  ^y 
this  eldest  daughter's  right  would  clearly 
have  passed  successively  to  the  younger 
sisters,  who  were  scverallv  married  tj 
lord  Welles,  the  duke  of  Norfolk,  and 
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lord  DevtfMhire.  Maiy,  second  daugh- 
ter of  Henry  7^  married  to  her  second 
husband  the  duke  of  Sufiblk,  a  ptiTate 
peraon;  and  Marearet,  the  elder  sister, 
married  first  the  king  of  Scotland,  but  se- 
coodlj  the  eaf  1  of  Angus,  and  from  those 
two  marriages  James  1  derived  his  dou- 
ble claim  to  this  crown.  And  this  is  the 
more  remarkable,  as,  if  Mary,  queen  of 
Scots,  king  James's  mother,  had  died 
without  issue,  lord  Damley,  Mary's  hu8« 
band,  aod  king  James's  father,  was  the^ 
next  eotitled  to  it.  And  to  this  day  no- 
thing prevents,  nor  indeed  by  this  Bill  ia 
absolutely  to  prevent  the  marriage  of  a 
subject  with  a  princess  of  the  blood  royal, 
which,  88  I  said  before,  must  be  productive 
of  complicated  mischief,  if  there  be  any 
^  at  all  in  marriages  of  this  sort.  But  as  our 
goreroment  is  constituted,  as  it  is  a  go- 
▼eroment  of  law  executed  only  by  the  so- 
vereign, I  confess,  I  see  no  such  misfor- 
tune. True,  indeed,  those  who  have  a  re* 
lationdiip  with  the  reigning  prince,  may 
attract  the  envy,  the  jealousy  of  those, 
who  have  it  not,  but  for  the  same  reasons 
aD  attractions  of  envy  and  jealousy  ought 
to  be  removed.  Again,  if  relationship  be 
of  so  superior  a  recommendation  as  that 
the  person  so  relat^  may  attain'  to,  and  en- 
joy the  highest  honours  of  the  state,  may 
be  able  to  provide  for  every  the  most  di^ 
tant  relation,  and  dependent,  yet  what  is 
that  more  than  many  favourite  ministers 
liavedone?  Could  sir  Robert  Walpole, 
for  instance,  had  he  been  next  of  km  to 
his  late  majesty,  have  been  invested  with 
more  ample  powers  than  he  was  ?  Could 
he  have  exerted  a  more  general  in6uencef 
h  will  be  no  answer  to  my  argument  to 
>>y  that  alt  accumulation  of  exorbitant 
power  by  a  minister,  is  an  abuse  of  royal 
confidei&ce,  and  an  accumulation  of  it  by  a 
relatioto,  the  consequence  of  natural  af- 
fection. In  both  it  is  an  abuse,  and  the 
^^^i  who  from  good  motives  will  not  trust 
t  minister  with  exorbitant  power,  from  the 
i3me  motives  will  withhold  it  from  a  rela- 
||on.  Yet  afler  all,  if  their  places  be  merely 
honorary,  they  ei^y  them  only  to  the  ex- 
clusion of  those,  who  have  perhaps  as  little 
»erit  as  thenraelves  to  plead ;  if  they  be 
places  of  trust,  they  are  equally  amenable 
to  jastice :  and  though  this  idea  may  pos- 
^ly  disconcert  a  littlie  the  schemes  of 
■?me  future  statesman  actuated  by  ava- 
"ce,  or  ambition,  yet  in  every  department 
of  the  state,  if  the  laws  be  duly  executed, 
>nd  the  public  tranquillity  maintained,  it 
»  bdiSnrent  to  everyhoaestiiiiip,  through 


whose  administration   these  benefits  are 
secured.     I  assert  that  the  interests  of 

SMteritK  Are^  evidently  neglected  by  this 
ill,  /Iffil^is  with  peculiar  pleasure  I 
auote  tt».i  .tsnjkBft  of  this  assertion  the  au- 
lority  of  «^  of  those  ten  judges,  who 
concurred  throughout  in  the  year  ITlYyimd 
whom  I  produce  upon  this  principle  only» 
Uiat  the  favourable  testimony  of  an  oppo* 
nent  ismost  favourable.  JudgePowys  says, 
**  the  education  of  a  prince  concerns  the 
public  much  more  than  his  marriage,  which 
concerns  private  life  only,"  and  Mr.  Baron 
Fortescue,  the  reporter  himself,  says  <<  an 
ill  chosen  match  will  be  most  to  the  prince 
that  marries,  and  will  little  a£fect  the  state^ 
so  long  ^s  the  prince  is  steady,  and  ad- 
heres to  the  constitution."  How,  there^ 
fore,  according  to  another  part  of  the  pre* 
amble,  the  future  welfare  of  the  people 
can  be  materially  connected  with  the  mar* 
riagcs  of  the  royal  fimiily,  I  am  at  a  lose  to 
conceive.  1  know  but  of  two  instances 
which  can  possibly  be  urged  in  support  of 
such  opmion,  and  thev  are  so  flimsy  and 
trifling,' that  one,  indeed,  only  has  been 
mentioned,  and  of  the  otiier  I  will  juat 
say  a  word  by  vay  of  prevention,  fid- 
ward  4  married  lady  Gray,  a  private  sub- 
ject, and  his  reign  was  certainly  unfortu- 
nate, but  he  was  so  weak,  and  tractable  a 
prince,  that  with  a  controverted  title  like 
nis,  there  never  could  be  wanting  subjects 
of  complaint.  But,  I  believe,  if  we  exa- 
mine tne.histories  of  those  times,  we  shall 
find  that  his  people  did  not  complain  so 
much  that  he  married  that  lady,  as  that  he 
married  her  at  the  very  time  he  had  am- 
bassadors abroad  negociating  a  foreign 
advantageous  alliance.  The  other  in*' 
stance,  and  which  has  been  alluded  to, 
is  that  of  the  disputes  of  the  Houses  of 
York  and  Lancaster,  which  gentlemen 
suppose  arose  from  connections  with  pri- 
vate persons,  who  were  mutually  interested 
in  defeating,  and  maintaining  the  regular 
succession.  Sir,  not  to  enter  into  the 
examination  of  an  argument  which  already 
pre-supposes,  that  a  connexion  with  a 
few  private  families  could  involve  the  na- 
tion in  a  scries  of  civil  wars,  which  subsist- 
ed for  near  a  centunr,  I  deny  the  existence 
of  those  disputes  till  tlie  regular  succession 
was  by  force  interrupted,  and  in  conse- 
quence fictitious  titles  to  the  crown  set  up. 
And  I  appeal  to  the  wisdom  of  the  House, 
I  appeal  to  common  sense,  whether  those 
civil  wars  thus  stated  are  more  likely  to  be 
renewed  by  permitting  alliances  with  sub- 
jects, or.by*4Betting  up  slatule  law  against 
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Itelisr  e£Goit,m  I  hufe  iB«mii6  dagnee 
io  8he«r  preaeotljr  in  a  j^neater  egtteoty 
tlHUi,  if  Dot  wkhout  anjr  Mundafcion  upon 
Ae  cantDOB  lanr,   and  by  inducing  tiaib 
eottOBiinieDt  iii  a  aaamage  of  tlie  king's 
bpothar,  in  coMCqueooe  iS*  wiiich  the  legi- 
timacy of  the  ksue,  if  there  is  Avy^  will  be 
taadedonbtlul,  and  if  theee  m  nane,  op* 
IMHtonitj  be  ||;iven  ito  pvetendera  m  bewg 
.llK'issue.    JSo  much, JSir,for ttfae  pceambley 
•ttd  i£  an  act  of 'paditHienl  was  like  an  ar- 
maont,  I  •coidd  ibe  mell  .content  to  leasxe 
&  vpon^iia  present  ifooling.    The  ^Isily  of 
•bepiemi^'would  suffioiently  invalidate 
ihe  ooadusion.    fiut  I  fear  Uie.eaacting 
dbuses  viU  be  equally  mlid  witfa,  .or  -witlv- 
•Oilt  Ibe  preanUe ;  and  this  is,  I  think,  ano- 
Aer  reaaooy  why  you  ahould  ooitt  it.    It 
«<tfaoogbt  dangerous  by  some,  ill  founded 
iiy  oAen,  and  must  be  allowed  luonecesp 
HHfy  by  all.    ItJtbevefore  tvouU^sucdy  be 
oaave  noderatei  tnose  expedient  to  omit 
«t,«Sf>eGiallya8  it  istnot  atal  esaeotid  to 
tfie^Bill.    a  me  .consider  the  other,  parts 
fof  this  Sill,  we  shall  £nd  tbem  liule  leas 
^uostioaable.     it '  gives  a  disoretionary 
^ponnsrtotheJchigforthe  timeb^ng,  of  ap- 
"proving  or.diaappiioving  all,  or  any  of  the 
4iiarnaffes<that  may  be  proposed  by  all,  or 
•any  jef  the  ropal  iannily,  till  25  years  of 
aage  abaeiuteb^,  jso  that  the  ^king  is  not 
cooly  dedlarcd*  jogr   this   Bill  fidly   aUe, 
lads^y  and  aaf&eieat  at  >ei^hteen  to  <:huac 
-a  'proper  marriage  tfor  himself  when  the 
iineenvenienoes  of  an  impvoper  one  must  he 
<doubLy  inconfrenient,  but  is  audiosized  to 
4Hit  an  UQControulable  negative  upon  any, 
•oraD  of  the  aaarriiiges  proposed  by  any,  or 
tall  of  the  royal  family  till  25,  the  incon* 
•veniencea  of  whose  improper  marriage 
rttiust'be  ioomparattrely  trifling  and  insig- 
mifioant.    i  would  speak  as  delicately  as 
iDOBsibie,  hut  I  will  not  lioait  .myself,  when 
*tthiak  delicacy  will  be  prejudicial.    The 
'partalit^  of  the  present  reigoing  family 
tagainst  the  heir  apparent  has  been  notori  • 
'/oas;  it  is  beyond  denial  certain..-*Indcod 
yit.islio  this  circumstance  that. we  owe  the 
tjgrand  opinion.    But,,  if  it  werenot,  it  isfa 
-«<ery.suppo8able.oaae,  and  as  such  I  take 
•  it.    Let  us  then  suppose  some  future,  king 
^aakttfr  exception  to  his  eldest  son,  whether 
<iupen.good  or  bad  reasons  is  immaterial: 
•In  consequence  of  this  he  prevents  his 
.«inarrtage.    He  has  a  ^eeond  or  third  aon, 
^ho  is  a  favourite,  and  he  consents  to  his 
JBiarriage :  this  «yoanger  son  has  children, 
''^ho  stand  in  'a!.great  prohafadlity  of  sue* 
-lOseding  to* the*  ci»wn,  on  account  of  •  the 
*^tiaint  upaa  the  pijooe  jof  iWU»  ;  I 
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Ma  be  UM  Ihjs  ri«lraiat  im^  mAy  Mil 
26 1  I  wkk  It  ma^f  jAeo  .ee^^e.   Tbe  j^v^ 
of  i»8traiaing  la  then  tr/amfentd  ju>  \k 
parUam^MU    Kow,j»oil^#«)&k4iire8pec(- 
tally,  or  «roo  auppsise  the  dw^t^y  of 
aaadam  paiAiainei«ts  {  fi9Wi<e  to  y^mrself, 
Sir,  aomefotttre  one  ua^er  the  influence 
sf  the  orofwo,  and  io  givo  jpoy  argwv^ 
greater  scope,  let  i^  not  be  .wc^stiiv- 
tional  influence,  bu^  audi  as  ari^  from  t 
6eDies.of  popular  aol^  by  which  w«  vriil 
auppoae  \ud  im  ingratiated  bim«eif  with 
his  std^eots,  iod^  so  ^uqIi  9$  t^  be,  I 
will  aay,  improperly  Mojt«i  hy  them. 
Will  a  padiameat  at  fimh  a  time,  if  at 
{my,  fail  to  diaapprove  of  ^  ohmca  luuwa 
to  be  diaapproved  of  by  itfae  ^oveneigo, 
and  whioh  hy  tbe  direotion  of  Um  M, 
cannot  but  he  Jcnowa  to  hefioi  So  vmj 
iostaDoos  ocGiur  in  ,owr  history,  where  lh» 
power  would  hare  been  eaerted,  «o  umj 
cases  must  offer  :the«iselvea  tp  the  ima- 
gination of  avaiy  gontlemfili  who  b^i 
me,  wheoe  4his  power  m^y  (be  ^rbitcaril/, 
and  for  bad|Hirpo6QS  exerted,  d)Ot  it  is  al- 
most impertmeat  to  enlarge  pp  ibis  poH;^. 
Sir,  the  determioatiofi  is  jn  the  kii^  or  m 
the  parliament,  an^  beio^  by  noxule,  mqit 
be  AS  uncertain  aa  ^tbetr  buosmn>  or  ^ 
least  as  their  exiatonoe,  aod  1  '^'^^^ 
seniple  to  roasert,  fthat  there  have  beoi 
times,  .whom  the  r^eotion  of  'a  ;prpppsal  9 
this,natureioo[ie«eig|i  would  in  Ihe  sue- 
oeeding  one  have  insured  a  certaiatyor 
approbation.    Sir,  it  is  not  tbe  1^  ^ 
aurdity  in  this  Bill»  that  there  b  no  d^fioi- 
tion  of  an  improper  marriage,  but  every 
Jcing  upon  his. arrival  at  the  throne  is, 
(I  suppose  iBStiBctively)  oodM^  witn » 
(power  of  diatipguiflbing  it,  aiid  lef^  ^\  ^^' 
herty  to  put.lus  earn  ideas  in.execut^i 
'however  caprieious,   absurd^,  ^himacal, 
fextravagant,  or  uofeaaonable  they  m&y  if' 
^  If  a  marriage  of  aBy>given  description  >> 
thought  axpeptionable  by  the  soMereign* 
'Consult  the  free  judgment  of  the  legislature; 
and  if  they  thiak  ao  too,  Jot^tber e  he  »o 
•possibility,  of 'contrpcting.suoh  »  nwwftg^ 
but  do  not  ileave  fit  diacret«ooary--di*cf^ 
tioaary  power  is  the  veigr  .-essence  of  ty- 
ranny, and  oaly^a  mose  cowrtly  term  wr 
despdtism.     We  have  b^an  Jatal/  ^okif 
that  the  definition  of  dwcrotieq»  i»  ')^, 
-diacemendl  per  Jegem,  tquid  sit  jitft<ii°'i 
i  but  aain  thiacase.  there  is  no  bw,  po  w^ 
no<cviterion  to  judge  by,- the  deoifipo.^ 
!hearbilmry,i«iU8ti)>e  adar^Umin^i^^ 
the^«lU8t(depeQd>^onrhis,w«ll  ^^  PT' 
faure;taiidiajegalfdipee|jipn  to  order  hy  to^ 
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portable  solecism  in  a  free  country.  In 
my  opinion  it  would  be  a  milder  act,  and 
more  reconcilable  to  the  love  of  freedom 
to  ascertain  even  the  most  trifling  parti- 
culars, to  declare  for  instance,  uie  age, 
or  the  name,  or  the  country  whence  some 
future  bride  or  bridegroom  of  the  royal 
family  should  be  elected,  than  thus  to 
give  the  power  of  an  universal  negative 
upon  any,  and  every  choice.  I  should  be 
glad  to  be  informed  by  those  who  are  in 
the  secrets  of  this  Bill  where  this  power 
is  lodged  during  a  minority  of  the  icing : 
if  it  is  not  in  the  regent,  the  whole  royal 
family  may  become  extinct  before  a  legal 
marriage  can  be  contracted,  and  if  it  is  in 
the  regent  it  would  be  only  wasting  tiine 
to  ooint  out  its  probable  abuses. 

1  will  not  enter  into  the .  propriety  of 
Che  annulling  clauses ;  if  this  Bill  should 
arrive  at  a  committee  they  will  there  re- 
ceive an  ample  discussion.  But  I  must 
say  a  few  words  as  to  the  power  given  by 
the  Bill  of  inflicting  on  certain  persons 
under  a  certain  description  perpetual  ce- 
libacy: the  power  of^  human  legislation 
cannot  in  the  nature  of  things  extend  to 
a  prohibition,  and  it  b  evident  to  demon- 
stration that  the  power  here  given  may 
extend  to  a  prohibition.  So  &r  therefore 
this  Act  will  be  in  itself  null  and  void,  as 
contrary  to  the  laws  of  nature  known  and 
felt  by  all,  as  contrary  to  the  laws  of  God 
revealed  in  Scripture.  Surely  it  is  ab- 
surd, that  those  who  are  by  law  capable  of 
executing  the  regal  office  at  18,  who  are 
capable  of  being  regent  at  21,  should  be 
incapable  of  chusing  a  proper  marriage  all 
their  lives,  and  this  without  one  idea 
throughout  the  whole  Bill  of  what  is,  and 
vhat  b  not  a  proper  marriage :  and  what 
was  the  idea  of  the  compilers  of  it,  can  only 
be  guessed,  and  still  that  guess  will  be 
contradicted  by  their  individual  conduct 
CD  the  marriage  of  the  duke  of  Glou- 
cester. If  they  mean  a  marriage  with  a 
native  is  improper,  let  them  say  io^  and 
enact  accordingly;  but  on  the  present 
footing  the  exactly  contrary  opinion  may 
be  held,  and  acted  upon  by  tneir  successors 
in  office,  or  the  next  king.  In  one  na- 
tion in  Europe  thb  is  the  law ;  in  Sweden 
females,  who  in  default  of  male  issue 
succeed  to  the  crown,  forfeit  the  inberit- 
snce  for  themselves  and  their  posterity  if 
they  marry  out  of  the  kingdom  without 
the  consent  of  the  states. 

I  must  now  say  a  iew  words  as  to 
the  supposed  dishonour  of  the  crown  from 
an  alliance  with'  a  subject.    And  to  say 
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the  truth,  I  wonder  how  those  who  drew 
this  Bill  could  dare  to  represent  his  Ma* 
jesty  thinking,  or  expect  to  make  the  na- 
tion think,  that  which  I  believe  he  did  not, 
which  I  am  sure  they  ought  not  to  think. 
I  never  will  persuade  myself,  that  any 
British  king,  nxuch  less  one  who  publicly 
gloried  in  "  bein^  born  and  educated  a  Bn-> 
tony**  could  so  far  forget  the  natural  equa- 
lity of  all  mankind,  the  boasted  independ- 
ance  of  every  individual  in  this  nation,  as 
to  think  dishonourable  a  stream  of  British 
blood  in  any  of  the  royal  veins.  Queen 
Elizabeth,  whose  memory  ever  was,  and 
ever  will  be  dear  to  Britons,  was  the 
grand-daughter  of  a  private  man,  and  I 
believe  no  one  on  that  account  ever  thought 
her  descent  dishonourable.  Nor  did  I 
ever  hear  it  ursed  as  a  disparagement  to 
(jueen  Anne,  who,  when  she  told  her  par- 
liament that  her  Xi^^rt  vfdA  entirely  British^ 
might  perhaps  mean  it  in  a  literal  as  well 
as  a  figurative  sense,  and  to  the  parlia- 
ment of  those  days  it  was  a  recommenda- 
tion, I  say  no  one  ever  urged  it  as  a  dis* 
paragement  to  her,  that  her  mother  waa 
not  of  royal  extraction.  Indeed,  if  repu- 
tation abroad,  or  merit  at  home,  may  ba 
admitted  into  the  present  argument,  I 
defy  you  to  produce  the  sovereign,  be  hia 
descent  ever  so  illustrious,  who  in  general 
estimation  stands  higher  than  the  least 
worthy  of  these  queens.  A  doctrine  of 
this  tendency  may  possibly  with  propriety 
be  instilled  into  the  cars  of  a  Don  Carlos, 
or  a  Don  Ferdinand ;  and  their  nation  of 
slaves  may  perhaps  hear  it  with  assent  axid 
commendation,  but  an  English  heart  wiU 
not  relish  such  doctrine,  and  a  truly  En(^- 
lish  ear  it  will  offend.  Sir,  after  this  it 
may  seem  needless,  but  I  must  just  men- 
tion the  practice  of  the  proudest  order  of 
the  proudest  nation  upon  earth.  I>  meaia 
the  patrician  order  amongst  the  Romans  ^ 
and  they  admitted  intermarriages  with  ple- 
beians, except  only  during  the  establish- 
ment of  the  decemvirate,  and  as  that  was 
an  haughty,  imperious,  tyrannical  esta- 
blishment, I  hope  no  inference  in  its  fa- 
vour will  be  drawn  from  thence :  I  saj 
they  admitted  intermarriages  with  ple- 
beians, because  thfey  were  not  ashamed  to 
form  the  closest  connexions  with  those 
who  had  opportunities,  and  abilities  to 
serve  their  country.  I  may  be  told  their 
government  was  republican ;  true,  it  was  so, 
but  of  such  a  texture,  that  the  patricians 
enjoyed  by  turns  a  temporary  sovereigntjK, 
and,  if  the  exercise  of  great  power,  or  th^ 
investiture  of  supreme  dignityi  confers  Ui- 
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berent  excenence,  aqmetimes  enjoyed  the 
one  without  limitation,  and  the  other  in  as 
ample  a  degree  as  their  municipal  constitu- 
tion could  admit. 

In  shorty  Sir,  to  every  part  of  this  Bill  I 
object.  I  object  to  the  declaratory  part 
partly  as  /issuming  a  new  and  unheard  of 
prerogative,  partly  as  injurious  at  least  by 
inference  and  insinuation  to  the  people, 
and  partly  as  it  is  false.  I  object  to  the 
directory  part  «s  infringmg  upon  insuf- 
ficient grounds  natural  liberty  in  the  per- 
son of  every  one  of  the  ro^al  family :  I 
object  to  the  remedial  as  mvesting  with 
despotic  powers  those  who  are  most  likely, 
because  iqost  liable,  to  be  tempted  to 
abuse  them;  as  inefficacious,  where  effi- 
cacy is,  if  at  all,  most  requisite,  and  as 
contrary  to  the  laws  of  God :  and  I  object 
to  the  vindicatory  part,  as  arming  unne- 
cessarily the  subject  against  those,  who 
are  most  nearly  connected  with  him,  and 
all  this  merely  because  he  is  so  connected. 
Indeed,  Siri  this  Bill  is  so  far  from  doing, 
what  our  litursy  supposes  it  is  the  duty  of 
parliament  to  do,  establish  peace  and  hap- 
piness, truth  and  justice,  religion  and 
piety,  that  in  my  opinion  each  of  them  is 
-materially  and  essentially  subverted  by  it, 
and  therefore  I  shall  certainly  vote  against 
your  quitting  the  chair. 

The  question  being  put,'  That  the 
Speaker  do  now  leave  the  chair :  the 
House  divided.    The  Noes  went  forth. 

Tellers. 
v»*«  <^''  Charles  Townsend  >   „«^ 
^"^JMr.Bradshaw     .    -     $   ^^ 

.  So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative; 
and  then  the  House  resolved  itself  into 
the  said  Committee. 

March  IS.  The  House  went  into  a 
Committee  on  the  Bill,  Mr.  Welbore  Ellis 
in  the  Chair. 

The  preamble  containing  the  assertion 
of  the  royal  prerogative,  governor  Pow- 
nall  moved  to  leave  out  those  words.  He 
proposed  to  go  into  the  subject  imme- 
diately, as  it  was  the  foundation  of  the  Bill, 
and  the  rule  for  the  provisions  of  it.  Lord 
'North,  though  it  was  not  the  general 
tense  of  the  ministry,  could  not  in  candour 
•refuse  to  accede  to  the  proposition.  The 
fiiguments  to  dispnyve  Uie  claim  were  the 
«ame  as  before ;  butthe  extent  of  this  pre- 
rogative was  more  particularly. adverted 
to :  it  was  shewn  how  extensively  this  Bill 
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must  operate  in  a  few  ages,  when,  in  the 
common  course  of  things,  so  many  of  the 
nobility  and  gentry  might  be  supposed  to 
have  acquired  some  share  of  the  roytl 
blood ;  that  it  would,  in  reality,  be  en> 
creasjng  the  influence  of  the  crown  in  the 
same  manner  as  the  court  of  Wards  did 
formerly ;  as  the  consent  of  the  king,  or 
his  minister,  must  be  demanded  for  every 
such  marriage ;  that  the  preamble,  being 
a  declaration,  would  also  act  retrospec- 
tively, as  it  would  establish  a  doctrine  of 
power  which  might  be  drawn  sgsinst  the 
late  marriage  of  the  duke  of  Cumberland. 
The  ministiy,  on  the  contrary,  called  it 
an  harmless  prerogative,  which  could  hare 
no  retrospect,  and  which,  when  in  fiill 
vigour,  had  no  punishment  annexed  to  the 
breach  of  it,  and  now  would  only  be  ^^ 
vived  by  the  enacting  penalties,  whidi 
would  leave  no  retrospect.  They  then 
carried  the  claim  by  900  against  164. 

I 
March  16.    The  House  went  again  into  I 
a  committee  on  the  Royal  Marriage  Bill  I 
Mr.  Dowdeswell  moved  to  leave  out  the 
words  *  descendants  of  George  the  2nd/ 
in  order  to  insert  other  words,  viz. '  child, 
grandchild,    and    presumptive    heir  of 
George  the  2nd.' 

The  Speaker  said,  he  would  explain  an 
opinion  he  gave  on  Friday,  which  was  not 
well  understood.  He'  liked  the  preroga- 
tive  as  claimed,  though  a  bold,  high  pre- 
rogative. It  was  harmless,  because  it  was 
not  big  with  incapacities  and  nullities; 
and  any  offence  against  it  must  be  decided 
in  the  moment.  Whereas  this  law  wai 
bip;  with  nullities  and  incapacities,  and 
might  come  to  be  deciddl  when  all  the 
grounds  and  evidence  was  lost,  and  there 
was  nothing  left  to  decide  it  but  anns. 
That  the  supposed  prerogative  went  to  the 
royal  fiunilv  only,  not  to  the  descendants, 
for  that  all  the  descendants  of  any  given 
stock  could  not  be  said  to  be  of  the  rojsl 
family.  Till  there  was  something  done  as 
an  act  of  state,  there  was  no  royal  fanilVf 
and  it  Was  that  act  alone  which  made  such. 
He  voted  with  the  ministry. 

This  uncertainty  confirmed  every  gen* 
tleman  who  was  serious  in  the  necessity  of 
drawing  some  line.  At  twelve  the  House 
divided,  whether  the  word  '  descendants' 
should  stand  part  of  the  Bill.  Ayes  ^ 
Noes  169.  The  debate  then  continued 
till  two  o'clock  in  the  morning,  when  the 
House  adjourned  to  the  18th. 

March  18.    The  committee  renmed. 
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The  debate  was  on  the  words  *  *  except 
the  issue  ofprincesses  married  into  foreign 
families.'  Those  words  were  said  not  to 
extend  far  enough,  as  it  might  happen 
that  some  of  the  royal  family  might  be 
sovereign  princes ;  in  which  case,  uie  act 
of  an  English  parliament  should  not  direct 
them  to  apply  to  the  king  of  England  for 
his  permission  to  marry;  that,  for  in- 
stance, the  bishop  of  (Hnaburgh  was  a 
sovereign  prince  at  present,  and  others  of 
the  royal  family  might  marry  foreign  prin- 
cesses; that,  therefore,  the  words  ought 
to  be  *  subjects  of  the  crown  of  England.' 

The  ministry  opposed  this,  as  the  word 
*  subject'  was  dimcult  to  be  interpreted ; 
that  the  law  could  not  bind  persons  setded 
in  foreign  countries,  otherwise  than  as  to 
the  succession  of  the  crown ;  but  that  it 
was  right  to  except  princesses,  whose 
children  would  follow  the  right  of  their 
father. 

It  was  answered.  That,  as  to  the  suc- 
cession to  the  cirown,  the  issue  of  prin* 
cesses,  or  of  princes  setded  abroad,  was 
in  the  same  predicament;  that  it  might 
occasion  great  difficuldes  and  dangers  to 
the  nation,  from  a  disputed  succession, 
some  coming  with,  and  some  widiout,  the 
formalities  prescribed  in  this  act.  The 
question  on  the  amendment  was  rejected 
l^  188  to  102.  To  make  marriages  more 
certain,  and  the  better  to  preserve  the  evi- 
dence of  them,  it  was  moved  by  the 
Speaker,  to  have  the  royal  consent,  under 
toe  great  seal,  instead  of  the  sign  manud, 
whidi  was  agreed  to  by  the  House.  A 
motioiv  was  then  m^de  to  leave  out  words 
relative  to  the  matrimonial  contract,  which 
was  carried  in  the  negative  by  197  to  140. 

March  20.  The  committee  continued. 
The  first  objection  started  was,  that  the 
kio^  was  limited  to  no  dme  in  his  refusal. 
This  might  occasion  difficulties  in  the  per- 
sons applying  for  it,  as  they  could  not  pro- 
perly give  notice  to  the  privy  council,  till 
auch  denial  had  been  given. 

But  it  was  answered,  that,  if  no  answer 
was  given  in  any  decent  time,  it  would  be 
understood  as  a  formal  denial,  and  the  ap» 
plication  would  be  made  to  the  privv 
couDciJ,  who  must  receive  it  as  acting  mi- 
Disterially  only«  The  amendment  was  re- 
jected, by  IDS  to  48.  It  was  then  pro- 
ved, instead  of  twelve  months,  to  insert 
Qae  month,  if  parliament  was  then  sitting  ; 
if  not,  one  month  after  it  should  sit.  As 
the  intention  of  this  clause  was  to  give 
parliament  aa  opportunity  to  interpose,  it 


was  said  this  could  be  done  as  well  in  one 
as  twelve  months.  That  it  would  be  a 
very  great  hardship  on  the  parU  con- 
cerned, to  give  so  long  an  interval  tor  con* 
sideration  as  one  year. 

The  ministry  answered  that  this  delay 
w^  the  thing  wished  for,  as  it  would  be 
most  likely  to  frustrate  such  maniage, 
even  though  parliament  should  not  inter* 
pose.    It  was  rejected  by  127  to  60. 

It  was  then  debated,  whether  it  was 
proper  that  the  Houses  of  Parliament 
should  be  in  any  manner  called  upon  to 
interpose.  Many  inconveniencies  and 
dangers  were  stated  against  it :  the  im- 
propriety of  making  the  proper  examine^ 
don  as  to  birth,  fortune,  qualificadons : 
and  that  a  vote  of  the  Houses  might  be 
had  by  surprize.  At  present  parliament 
can  stop  a  match  by  an  act  of  parliament 
more  proper,  as  it  cannot  be  made  by  s.ur- 
prize  from  the  various  stagea  it  must  go 
through.  Alsos  that  it  would  create  a 
dangerous  canvassing  of  votes  on  the  oc- 
casion, especially  if  it  concerned  one  near 
to  the  throne.  On  the  contrary,  the  all- 
sufficiency  of  parliament  was  uiged,  and 
that  it  was  not  veir  probable  to  come  be- 
fore it ;  but  if  it  should  ever  happen,  and 
parliament  oppose  such  a  match,  here 
would  be  a  complete  interference  of  the 
whole.  King,  Lords^  and  Commons.  The 
amendment  was  rejected  by  196  to  107* 

In  the  last  clause  of  the  Bill,  every  per- 
son assisting  at,  or  being  present  at,  any. 
contract  of  marriase  of  the  royal  family^ 
without  the  royal  assent,  are  declared  . 
liable  to  the  penalty  of  a  premunire*  It 
was  objected,  that  this  was  a  very  heavy 
punishment  for  a  very  small  or  no  offence, 
since  it  might  very  easily  happen,  that  a 
person  might  be  present  at  a  contract  with 
the  most  laudable  motives,  and  still  be 
subject  to  it;  that  the  .words  *  contract  of 
marriage'  were  very  indeterminate,  as  the 
civilian  looked  on  a  verbal  contract  aa 
binding. 

The  Spegker  entered  largely  into  the 
statute  of  premunire ;  observing,  that 
the  punishment  consisted  in  a  total  for- 
feiture of  all  ^oods  and  estates,  imprison* 
ment  at  the  will  of  the  king,  and  not  to  be 
relieved,  even  if  starving ;  that  the  occa- 
sion of  framing  such  a  severe  law,  was  the 
usurpation  of  the  see  of  Rome  over  the 
civil  rights  of  the  kingdom,  and  the  abso- 
lute necessity  of  putdog  an  end  to  such  aa 
impenum  in  imperio  $  that  some  time 
after,  a  statute  had  also  been  made,  with 
the  same  penaldes,    against  provisions. 
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The  occasion  of  this  was  an  alarm  which 
had  crept  into  the  church,  of  churchmen 
getting  bulls  from  the  Popes,  for  their  in- 
troduction into  abbieSy  livings,  and  even 
bishopricks,  during  the  lives  of  the  incum- 
bents, and  contrary  to  the  rights  of  the  pa- 
trons and  churches;  that  so  great  an 
alarm  called  also  for  a  severe  remedy,  but 
that  it  should  not  extend  to  crimes  of  a 
very  small  nature,  as  in  the  present  Bill ; 
that  the  clause  referred  to  an  Act  of 
Richard  2,  called  an  Act  against  provi- 
sions and  premunire,  whereas  there  was 
00  siich  Act  in  that  king's  time ;  conse- 
quently, the  clause  would  be  in  effect  void, 
if  ever  attempted  to  be  put  in  execution. 

In  answer,  the  ministry  shewed,  that  the 
penalty  of  premunire  had  at  different  pe- 
riods been  applied  to  less  crimes,  as-to  an 
Act  against  Usury,  &c.  and  lately  to  the 
Regency  Bill ;  that  it  was  only  in  terroremt 
and  if  It  prevented  the  marriage,  com- 
plained of,  it  did  not  signify  how  severe  it 
I  was,  as  it  probably  would  not  be  put  in 
execution.  The  ministry  divided  against 
the  words  *  contract  of  marriage,'  197  to 
110:  and  against  the  whole  dause,  195 
$0  112, 

March  2S.  Mr.  Welbore  Ellis  reported 
to  the  House  the  amendments  of  the 
Committee  to  the  Royal  Marriage  Bill, 
which  were  agreed  to.  Rose  Fuller,  esq. 
then  made  a  motion  to  insert  a  clause, 
.  that  the  Act  should  continue  in  force  for 
and  during  the  reign  of  his  present  Ma- 
jesty, and  for  three  years  after  his  demise, 
and  no  longer ;  but  after  a  short  debate, 
the  question  was  put,  that  this  clause  be 
made  a  part  of  the  Bill,  when  the  House 
dividing,  there  appeared.  Ayes  182,  Noes 
150;  so  that  the  clause  wa^  rejected  by  a 
isajority  of  only  18.  As  soon  as  the  above 
division  was  over,  several  of  the  minority 
came  in,  beinff  locked  out  at  the  time  of 
the  division,  which  was  the  means  of  losing 
the  clause.  The  Speakers  on  this  occa- 
sion were,  Mr.  Fuller,  Mr.  Curzon,  sir 
Henry  Hoghton,  Mr.  Mackworth,  Mr. 
Onglv,  Mr.  Burke,  Mr.  Dowdeswell,  Col. 
BarrI,  lord  North,  the  Attorney  and  So- 
licitor Generals,  Mr.  Dyson,  and  Mr. 
Cooper.  Tlie  House  broke  up  at  nine 
A^clock,  having  gone  through  the  Report. 

March  24.  The  order  of  the  day  was 
read  for  th^  third  reading  of  the  Royal 
Marriage  BiU,  upon  which  a  debate  im> 
mediately  arose,  and  teveral  speeches  came 
from  the  opposers  of  the  Bill;  but,  after 
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near  four  hour^  debate,  a  leader  in  the  op- 
position observed,  that  the  many  late 
mornings  during  the  commitment  of  the 
Bill  were  sufficient  to  convince  them  that 
it  was  in  vain  to  contend  against  numbers, 
upon  which  they  consent^  to  have  the 
question  put,  when  the  House  divided. 
The  Yeas  went  forth. 


Yeas 


Tellers. 
[Mr.  Dundas  -    - 
I  Mr.  Bradshaw     - 


CMr.  Dundas  -  -  •  I  i/m 
IMr.  Bradshaw  -  -  j  *^ 
Noes  I^r.T.  Town6hend,jun.|  .,- 
^^^*  JMr.  Charles  Fox     -    ]^^^ 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affiraiatiTe. 
The  Bill  was  passed,  and  lord  North  was 
ordered  to  carry  it  to  the  Lords  for  their 
concurrence  to  the  Amendments. 

Report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Commons 
on  the  Lords  sending  down  Bills  by  impro- 
per Messengers  ;  and  on  their  Treatment 
of  the  Speaker  and  several  Members  of  ike 
House  of  Commons.  ]  April  1 .  Mr.  Ad- 
guish,  one  of  the  Masters  ia  Chancery,  at- 
tended by  the  Clerk  Assistant  of  the  House 
of  Lords,  went  from  thence  to  the  House 
of  Commons  to  present  some  Bills  to  the 
House,  and  after  they  had  withdrawn,  a 
member  remarked  to  the  House,  that  the 
Bills  brought  were  not  by  the  usual  mes- 
sengers, one  of  them  bein^  only  a  derk, 
and,  therefore,  that  the  said  message  was 
improper.  Upon  this  a  motion  being 
.made,  that  the  Speaker  do  not  report  the 
said  message  to  tnc  House,  it  was  agreed 
to;  as  was  auo  another  motion.  That  a  Coo* 
mittee  be  appointed  to  examine  into  the 
precedents  with  respect  to  the  Messengers 
by  whom  Messages  have  been  brought 
from  the  Lords  to  this  House;  and  to  re- 
port the  same  to  the  House,  with  what  pro- 
ceedings have  been  had  thereupon.  It 
was  also  ordered,  "  That  it  be  an  Instruc- 
tion to  the  said  Committee,  that  they  ^ 
take  into  their  consideration  the  treat- 
ment offered  to  Mr.  Speaker  and  the  mem- 
hers  of  this  House,  upon  the  first  day  of 
this  session  of  parliament,  and  to  other 
members  of  this  House  attending  thei^ 
duty  in  the  House  of  Lords,  during  this 
session  of  parliament,  when  Bills  have  been 
passed  by  his  Majesty,  or  by  comnii««<*» 
and  to  report  the  same  to  the  House." 

April  9.  Mr.  William  Burke  reported 
from  the  said  Committee.  That  the  Com- 
mittee had  searched  precedents  accord- 
ingly ;  and  had  considered  the  other  mat- 
ten  referred  to  their  ooniidenitian;  m 
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had  directed  him  to  make  the  foUowing 
Report  to  the  House ;  viz* 

As  to  the  Precedents,  your  Committee 
find,  on  searching  the  Joumids  of  this 
House,  that  the  messengers  by  whom 
messages  have  been  brought  from  the 
Lords  to  this  House,  have  been  usually 
the  chief  justices,  chief  baron,  and  all  the 
judges  of  his  Majesty's  courts  in  West- 
minster^hall,  the  attorney-general,  soli- 
dtor-generaJ,  seijeants  at  law,  and  masters 
in  chancery,  indifferently;  and  that  the 
Committee  find,  by  the  Journals,  that  the 
Master  of  the  Rolls  came  with  a  Mes- 
nge  to  Uiis  House  upon  the  7th  of  May 
1660 ;  the  Clerk  of  the  Crown  in  Chancery 
the  7th  of  September  1647,  and  the  26th 
of  June  1685 :  and  the  Clerk  of  the  Parlia- 
ments 22d  of  January  1750,  14th  of  May 
1768,  and  the  Ist  of  March  1770,  accom- 
panied in  eaoh  instance  with  one  other 
messenger. 

Your  Committee  also  find  instances 
where  messages  have  been  brought  from 
the  Lords  to  this  House  by  more  than  two 
messengers. 

Your  Committee  likewise  find  one  in- 
ttance,  upon  the  Slst  of  August  1641,  of 
a  message  brought  by  one  messenger  only, 
**  When  exceptions  were  taken  by  the 
House,  that  the  Lords  sent  but  one  mcs- 
seoger,  and  (hat  it  was  declared,  that  it 
was  the  ancient  right  of  this  House  to 
luve  two  messengers  sent  from  the  Lords 
to  this  House,  upon  all  occasions;  how- 
soever, at  this  time,  the  House  was  willing 
to  pass  it  over." 

But  on  sending  Mr.  Holies  with  an 
^wer  to  that  message  from  the  Lords, 
l^e  was  likewise  appointed  to' take  notice, 
that  their  lAirdsfaips  sent  a  message  to  this 
House  by  one  messenffer  only. 

To  which  the  Lords  answer  appears  to 
^1 "  That  as  concerning  the  sending  by 
one  messenger  only,  the  business  reouired 
baste,  and  they  sent  as  many  as  they  nad.'* 

That  your  Committee  also  find  this 
ntry  ID  the  Journal  of  26th  November 
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I*  Ordered,  That  a  committee  be  ap- 
pointed to  inspect  the  Journals  of  this 
House,  and  search  precedents,  touching 
we  bringing  of  messages  from  the  Lords' 
House,  and  make  report  thereof,  with 
t»eir  opinion  therein,  to  the  House;  and 
jjjat  in  the  mean  time  the  Clerk  of  the 
fioase  do  respite  the  entry  of  this  message 
"» the  Journal  of  this  House.'' 

Sut  your  Committee  do  not  find  that 
^7  report  was  made  from  that  committee. 


That  your  Committee  find  no  one  in- 
stance of  a  message  sent  from  the  Lords 
by  a  clerk  assistant  of  the  parliament 

Your  Committee  likewise  took  into  their 
consideration  the  matter  referred  to  thenot 
by  the  instruction ;  and  Mr.  Speaker  being 
desired  to  attend,  informed  your  Com- 
mittee, That  the  first  day  of  the  session, 
on  entering  the  Lords'  lobby,  there  was  a 
great  crowd,  as  usual  on  the  first  day  of  a . 
session;  that  he  got  jn  with  di£Bctxlty; 
and  hath  heard  since  some  of  his  officers 
could  not  ffet  in ;  that  there  was  no  great 
crowd  in  ue  House  when  he  got  in,  but 
after  leaving  the  bar,  and  before  he  got  to 
the  door,  some  persons  called  out,  *  Clear 
the  House,  Go  out,  Witharaw,'  or  to  that 
effect ;  that  he  thought  it  indecent,  but 
cannot  recollect  the  particular  expressions 
which  were  made  use  of;  that  he  took  no« 
tice  of  it,  and  was  answered,  it  was  not  for 
the  members,  but  strangers  to  go  out; 
that  he  understood  the  calling  out  came 
from  below  the  bar,  and  not  from  the 
House ;  if  he  had  understood  otherwise, 
and  had  thought  it  came  from  the  Lords^ 
probably  he  should  have  gone  back,  and 
demanded  an  explanation,  and  should  cer- 
tainly have  reported  it  to  the  House  upon  his 
return;  that  none  of  the  members,  as  he  re- 
collects, acouainted  hhn  that  they  believed 
it  proceedea  from  the  Lords;  that  since  the 
meeting  of  parliament  he  has  been  up  se- 
veral times,  and  never  has  heard  any  call* 
ingout  of  that  kind  happening  since  the 
first  day ;  that  after  he  got  in,  there  fol- 
lowed a  great  crowd,  and  believes  a  great 
many  strangers  were  in  the  House  before 
he  got  in. 

And  being  asked.  Whether  in  any 
former  time  there  was  the  like  eafferness 
to  clear  the  House  i  He  said,  he  aid  not 
recollect  there  was,  but  does  not  pretend 
to  say  the  cry  did  not  come  from  the 
Lords,  but  beu^ves  it  did  not.  And  being* 
asked,  Whether  he  observed  the  House  of 
Lords  below  the  bar  to  be  crowded  i  He 
said.  Not  when  he  first  went,  but  very 
much  crowded  afterwards.  And  being  ^ 
asked.  Whether,  when  he  ROttothebar, 
and  before  they  proceeded  to  business, 
they  attempted  to  clear  the  House  of  stran* 
gers  ?  He  said.  No.  And  being  asked. 
Whether  he  remembered  who  spoke, 
whether  it  was  a  lord,  or  one  of  the  ser* 
vants?  He  said.  He  did  not  know,  but 
thinks  the  cry  was  of  more  than  one ;  and 
that  if  this  enquiry  had  been  made  sooner, 
he  should  probably  have  recollected  more 
thanocoars  to  his  memory  now.  ^ 
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NoMJMr.Haniner-    -    -  J 
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["Mr.  Onslow 
[Mr.  Hanmer-    -    - 
So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 
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Ordered,  That  a  Message  be  sent  to  the 
Lords,  to  acquaint  them,  that  this  House 
having  received  a  Message  from  their 
lordships,  on  Wednesday  the  Ist  instant, 
which  was  brought  bj  a  master  in 
chancery  and  the  clerk  assistant  of  the 
House  of  Lords;  and  being  desirous  of 
preserving  a  good  corresfiondence  with 
their  lordships,  have  sent  this  Message,  to 
acquaint  their  lordships,  that  this  Hoi^se 
dotn  take  notice  of  this  unusual  method  of 
sending  messages  to  this  House,  and  de- 
sire tluit  the  same  may  not  hereafter  be 
drawn  into  precedent.'' 

Mr.  Ongley  and  several  other  member 
carried  up  the  said  Message  to  the  Lords, 
who  returned  the  followinf^  Answer: 
^  That  the  Lords  ordered  their  Message, 
of  the  1st  of  this  month,  to  be  carried  to 
the  House  of  Commons  in  the  usual 
manner ;  and  their  lordships  have  found, 
upon  enquiiy,  that  one  master  in  chancery 
being  ill,  their  Message  was  carried  by 
only  one  master  in  chancery  and  the 
clerk  assistant  of  the  House  of  Lords;  and 
the  Lords  desire  the  Commons  may  be 
informed,  that  the  Lords  have  nothing 
more  at  heart  than  to  maintain  a  good 
correspondence  between  the  two  Houses, 
and  do  not  mean  to  introduce  any  prece- 
dent contrary  to  the  us^e  of  parliament.'' 

A  motion  was  made,  **  That  a  con- 
ference be  desired  with  the  Lords,  on 
matters  tending  to  preserve  a  good  corres- 
pondence between  the  two  Houses ;"  the 
House  divided.  The  Yeas  went,  forth. 
Tellers. 

^'-}Mr:?X  : : : 

^^"  jLerdPalmerston     - 
So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 
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Debate  itt  the  Commons  on  the  Billjor 
the  Relief  of  Protestant    Dissenters.*'] 


*  **  The  brinflfinflf  in  of  this  Bill  give  a  great 
alarm  to  the  high  chorch  gentlemeo,  who,  see- 
ing the  former  petition,  aod  the  attempt  apoo 
the  cbarch  Nallam  Tempos  claim,  immedi- 
ately sueceeded  by  another  attack  upon  the 
so  Articles,  began  to  imagine  that  some  settled 


April  S.  Sir  Henry  Hoj^kUm  moved, 
<«  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for 
the  further  relief  of  his  Majesty's  Protes- 
tant si^bjects,  dissenting  from  the  Cburdi 
of  England."  As  this  motion  was  consi- 
dered by  the  opposers  of  the  former  Peti- 
tion of  a  body  of  the  clergy  as  an  obstinate 
and  specious  continuation  of  that  business, 
the  oebate  upon  it  it  was  very  wans, 
though  short.  Sir  Henry  accom|>anied 
his  motion  with  a  short  speech,  the  pur- 
port  of  which  was,  that  a  divine  aod  ex- 
clusive right  belonged  to  man,  as  a  free 
agent,  to  judge  for  himself  in  religions 
matters. 

Sir  Roger  Netodieate  stood  up  igaiost 
the  motion,  and  combated  some  of  the  ar- 
guments. He  allowed,  indeed,  tliat  be 
believed  the  motives,  which  urged  tlie  dis- 
senters to  pray  for  a  more  extensive  tolen* 
tion,  were  such  only  as  were  highly  laud- 
able, and  consistent  with  the  wishes  of 
good  men.  He  granted  also,  that 
Uieir  case  demanded  further  relief;  but 
lamented  the  necessity  there  was  for 
refusing  it,  because  a  total  exemptioo 
from  subscription  would  involve  tlie 
church  in  confusion,  and  throw  ooeo  her 
doors  to  new  absurdities  and  irregularities. 
He  did  not  doubt  that  the  dissenters  bad 
tender  consciences,  and  he  felt  for  them; 
but  the  churchmen  had  tender  consiences 
too,  and  it  was  his  duty  to  feel  for  theo 
too ;  that  these,  (the  churchmen)  besides 
being  much  more  numerous  than  the  dis- 
senters, were  equfdiy  respectable ;  that  they 
would  certainly  take  the  alarm,  and,  as  i 
superior  body,  claim  a  prior  regard  from 
the  legislature.  The  dissenters,  he  said. 
by  their  conduct,  resembled  the  boy  io 
the  Cable,  who  thrust  his  hand  into  the  fig- 
jar,  ^nd,  by  grasping  too  many,  was  ut^ 
able  to  pull  it  out  agam.    It  was  thus  with 


design  was  formed,  subversive  of  tbe  ot^; 
blished  religion.  They  accordingly  opposed  it 
with  great  warmth ;  but  found  tbe  po^ 
sense  of  the  House  strongly  asraiost  tbem,  id<I 
were  sarprixed  to  see  a  considerable  part « 
administratkHi,  and  aluMMt  tbe  whole  of  oppo- 
sition, for  oooe  join  in  opinion,  and  both  appev 
equally  sanguine  in  the  cause  of  religioas  •>' 
herty,  and  for  extending  the  benefits  of  tolertj 
tion.  The  motion  was  accordingly  canned 
without  a  division,  and  the  n ambers  ^*^  'Pj 
peered  against  it,  upon  the  second  and  tbiro 
reading,  were  so  small,  as  scarcely  to  ok^ij 
observation.  It  was  however  prodoctiTe  of 
very  considerable  debates,  as  well  in  this  pin 
of  iu  progress,  as  when  it  was  afterwards  ctr- 
ried  up  to  the  House  of  Lords,  where  tt  wis 
finally  njieded."    Annual  Register. 
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the  diBfenters:  they  had  -grasped  too 
much ;  iostead  of  an  application  for  a  tota^ 
exemption  from  aubscnption,'  tliey  ouglit 
to  have  requested  a  mitigation  of  the  sta- 
tutes Doir  in  force.  Besides,  he  ob- 
served, the  strict  meaning  of  the  Acts  now 
unrepealed  bebg  either  totally  overlooked, 
with  respect  to  the  clergy,  or  at  farthest 
hut  very  little  insbted  on  by  the  executive 
hody,  the  proposed  regulations  were  ren- 
dered totally  unnecessary ;  for  it  was  no 
hardship,  either  on  the  ministers  or  school- 
masters of  the  dissenting  body,  to  sub- 
Kribe  the  articles,  to  qualify  them  for  com- 
j&encing  teachers,  since  such  subscription 
hy  DO  meaiis  imposed  an  obligation  to 
make  them  become  teachers ;  that  the  pro- 
^wsed  regulations  would  pave  the  way  (nr 
the  encrease  of  presbyterianism — in  all 
ages  the  avowed  and  resolute  foe  of  mon- 
archical government;  and  that,  for  the^e 
reasons,  though  no  man  was  a  warmer 
friend  of  political  abd  religious  freedom, 
he  must  give  his  voice  against  it  on  the 
present  occasion,  for  he  saw  aqd  dreaded 
the  coitfequenc^ 

Mr.  Montague  observed,  that  he  hoped 
to  find  a  plea  Tor  the  general  principles  of 
toleration  unnecessary  in  the  eighteenth 
century;  that  the  argument  adduced  by 
the  last  gentleman  for  retaining  subscri|)- 
iion  appeared  to  him  absolute  for  taking  it 
awav,  namely,  the  necessity  that  subjected 
government  not  to  enforce  the  laws  then 
sorepealed,  for  the  severity  of  the  penal- 
ties argued  for  their  repeal ;  that  the  se- 
curity of  freemen  was  too  sacred  to  be 
trusted  to  the  discretion  of  judges;  that 
however  equitable  this  discretion  might 
be  found,  stiU  the  dissenters  were  liable 
to  prosecution  through  avariciousness  or 
snvy ;  that  Dr.  Dodc&idge,  a  learned  and 
pious  man,  who  kept  an  academy  in  a 
town,  which  he  had  once  the  honour  to 
represent,  was  persecuted  by  an  illiberal 
^ion  of  this  nature ;  and  that,  if  the  pro- 
s^utlon  had  been  successful,  not  only  he, 
hot  the  youth  of  his  academy,  would  have 
been  injured  in  a  great  degree*  He  add- 
^1  that  the  charges  brought  against  the 
Presbyterians  for  their  connection  with 
the  wars  of  the  last  centuries  were  not 
foonded  upon  equity ;  that  they  had  just 
^^easons  for  arming  themselves  against  a 
tyrannical  king;  and  tbat»  even  supposing 
^y  had  Qt  that  time  been  misled  by  pre- 
JQdices,  it  was  unfair  to  tax  the  children 
»ith  tlie  sins  of  the  fathers. 

Mr.  George  Onshio  seconded  these  ar- 
gQioeDts.    He  said,  that  the  present  Act 
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of  Toleration  did  not  merit  that  title ;  that 
the  penalties  enjoined  in  it  were  equally 
rigid  with  some  punishments  of  the  Inqui- 
sition ;  and  that,  were  they  put  in  force, 
they  would  be  equal  to  church  persecution^  * 
which  always  increased,  instead  of  reduc- 
ing the  object  of  it.  So  well  convinced 
was  he  of  the  propriety  of  granting  relief 
in  the  matter  of  subscription,  that,  in  a  si* 
milar  case,  he  would  not  hesitate  to  giva 
his  vote  for  extending  of  toleration  even 
to  Jews  and  Papists,  were  they  not  by 
principle  the  determined  foes  of  our  con- 
stitution and  country.  Convinced  there* 
fore  as  he  vvas,  that  the  present  applica^ 
tion  of  the  dissenters  was  founded  solely  . 
upon  liberty  and  conscience,  he  was  for 
the  motion. 

Mr.  Constantine  Phipps  urged,  thalt  a 
variety  of  opinions  in  religion  was  the  sup* 
port  of  the  church,  as  the  same  in  poa*- 
tics  was  the  support  of  government ;  and 
that,  as  hardly  any  two  persons  were 
strictly  of  the  same  opinion  in  religious 
matters,  he  was  for  a  free  and  universal 
toleration ;  that  an  obedience  to  the  Ic^wa 
of  the  realm  was  a  sufficient  test  of  prin* 
ciples,  for  that  the  man,Svho  was  a  dutiful 
subject,  would  never  be  an  undutiful 
teacher ;  that  the  dissenters  had  always 
proved  themselves  a  free,  loyal,  and  duti- 
ful body,  and  that,  even  when  the  second 
James  had  endeavoured  to  flatter  th^m 
into  an  union  with  the  Papists,  they 
treated  the  monarch  with  the  utmost  con- 
tempt; and  that  such  well-tried  virtuft 
merited  a  reward.  This  question,  he  said, 
was  materially  different  from  that  intro* 
duced  formerly  by  part  of  the  clergy; 
that  those,  as  members  of  the  established 
church,  were  bound  by  every  tie  of  ho* 
nour  and  duty  to  obey  its  rules  and  laws ; 
but  that  the  dissenters  were  only  praying 
to  be  disengaged  from  ties,  whico  wera 
foreign  tp  their  principles  and  institutions* 

Lord  Clare  aiso  replied  to  some  of  the 
arguments  advanced  by  sir  Roger  Newdi- 
gate ;  in  particular,  he  made  a  compari** 
son  of  England  with  FrancOf  in  that  in- 
stance where  the  penalties  enacted  by  tha 
religious  statutes  are  suffered  to  lie  dor- 
mant. He  said,  that  if  you  interrogate  a 
Frenchman  concerning  the  cruelty  <^  their 
laws  against  heretics,  u  e*  dissenters ;  ho 
will  desire  you  to  consider,  whether  your 
own  laws  are  not  equally  cruel.  If  you 
reply,  that  they  are  never  enforced ;  nor 
are  ours  enforced,  he  will  rejoin :  while  a  ' 
man  is  a  good  subject,  what  has  government 
to  do  with  his  faith  >    But  as  these  indul« 
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ftt^cie^  tAr^  mer^if  iH6r(si\oiiATy,  H  U  to 
e  Wished  ttiey  treffe  pt<M|^d  u|K}ti  a  more 
Itiffe  and  detc^rmined  footing. 
'  Such  w^re  the  arguments  dsed  In  favour 
t^r  this  motion  by  the  fbiendfi  of  It ;  and 
jhei€  were  followed  by  speakers  eqaally 
eloqa^rtt,  ktii  Arguments  e(Jtially  pdwei^- 
fill  But,  as  som^  of  these  hdd  been  us^d 
T)h  h  Forht^r  o^casioti,  atid  were  no#  only 
^p^&teif  t^e  i<rill  pasd  them  over. 

-   MuEdrnund  Burke  i^mdi 

Sir ;  lis  t  have  the  pleasoref  of  see- 
ing ii\  {5dfti^s  inclined  id  ail  agreem^tit  in 
the  pi-opdsitbii  now  before  the  House,  i 
Ihlttit  1  cdnndt  better  perform  my  duty, 
Ihad  hj  etideavoiiring  to  cement  the  union 
as  speedily  as  nossible.  Sir,  there  hiive 
f>een  iwo  objectiotid  made  against  granting 
the  dlkseiitbt^  thb  desired  toleratioUy  or 
Exemption  ftotn  Siibscriptidrt.  First,  duch 
k  fttep  IS  re^jresent^d  tis  dangerous  to  the 
state;  and,  secondly,  it  is  hdd  to  be 
ruinood  to  the  diutth.  If,  then,  t  show, 
^hat  It  is  in  neither  of  these  points  to  be 
dreaded,  I  hdpe  this  Measure  will  be  una- 
Iiiin6u^ly  embraced,  and  will  come  with 
tttfinitelv  more  weight  and  authority  into 
khe  wOfid.  , 

Flr^t,  thlen,  it  is  hot  dbdgerous  to  the 
Matte.  If  it  Were,  who  can  persudde  him- 
self, thit  those  wise  and  active  ministers, 
Whb6e  business  it  is  to  Watch  dver  the 
Interests  df  the  community,  &nd  who  have 
^iven  this  House  such  weighty  reasoiifi 
for  believing,  that  they  never  slumber  nor 
deep,  but  constantly  attend  the  helm; 
114)0,  I  say,  c&n  persuade  himself,  that,  if 
Ihe  state  Were  in  the  leadC  danger,  they 
WouM  now  be  absent?  the  noble  lord 
f  North  J  Who  possesses,  and  deserves  6o 
much  the  attention  of  the  House,  would 
Certdiuly  not  have  deserted  hi6  station, 
hor  left  the  political  vessel  to  be  tdssed 
anid  biiffeted  without  a  rudder,  without  a 
bibt;  were  the  least  storm  to  be  appre- 
hended. His  eagle  eyes  would  have  fore- 
seen and  prevented  the  evil.  But  Why  do 
I  say,  that  he  would  have  watched  oVer 
the  public  weal?  He  has  not  forgot  his 
duty;  he  has  appointed  a  deputy  (Mr. 
George  Onslowt,  who  worthily  supplies 
hiA  place,  and  long,  very  long,  may  he 
fettjoy  his  officer  he  is  worthy  of  his  em- 
jdlover.  He  now  sits  in  Moses's  chair, 
and>  officially  expounds  the  law  and  the 
ibrophets.  I  hope,  therefore,  that  the 
tion.  gendemao,  who  opposed  the  motion, 
will  allow,  that  the  state  can  be  in  no 
Jeopardy,  aa  tho^,  who  have  beeu  found 


more  hifiaiiblcf  <hlm  ih^  I5:if>e  and  Us  ter- 
dintilft,  havct  riot  been  !h  the  leM  alarmed. 

Sir,  part  the  first  bein^  tettled,  I  hop^ 
td  the  sati^ction  of  tike  House,  ptoceed 
We  now  to  ^rt  the  ie<Jond,  id  Whidi  we 
will  ^hew,  that  the  (ApA  is  ttot  eiidatt- 
gered  by  the  motion.  And  here  let  me 
dbsefve,  that,  as  the  law  now  statkds^  the 
dissented  ate  ndt  obliged  to  dgn  bat 
thirty-five  artldes  and  a  half,  which  are 
not  peculiar  to  the  cbUi'ch  of  England. 
The  distinetive  doctrine  of  die  Anfflican 
church  are  cdntaihed  m  the  attldes, 
which  they  are  not  to  dgn.  Hence  the 
present  mode  df  ^ul>scription  enjoins  die 
observance  of  the  prtUdplds  of  th^  dinrch 
of  Geneva,  and  leaves  dut  entirely  what  is 
peculiar  to  the  chureh  df  England.  For 
wliat  |)Urpose,  then,  is  thia  absurd  mod^  of 
subscription  continued,  wliich  contributes 
rather  to  the  propagation  of  preabjrte- 
rianism  than  to  the  establishment  of  the 
pational  religion?  The  hon.  gentleman 
Who  bppoiei  the  motidn,  says,  that  the 
church  wbs  a  respectable  body,  and  that 
their  satisfoction  ouffht  to  be  studied  as 
kbuch  as  that  of  the  Presbyterians.  I  own 
it ;  and  it  is  ibr  that  reason  I  wouM  abo- 
lish a  subscription,  Which  doeft  the  churv^ 
mond  harm  than  gdod,  as  it  only  bhids 
men  td  the  observant:e  Of  the  tenets  of 
Geneva,  and  exempta  them  flrom  paying 
the  least  attention  to  the  distinctive  doc- 
trines of  the  English  church. 

Sir,  the  opposer  of  the  question  ia  wiD- 
in^  to  grant  them  a  toleratidn  to  a  cer- 
tain extent,  that  is,  as  fhr  as  their  tenets 
correspond  with  those  of  the  chmt^  of 
England.  Btit,  surely  this  is  not  sound 
logic ;  for  the  very  principle  of  tdlei^Uon 
is  that  you  will  tolerate,  not  Aose  who 
agree  with  you  in  opinion,  but  those 
whose  religious  notions  are  totally  (KSbrent. 
For  what  merit  is  there,  t  beseech  yon,  in 
tolerating  your  own  doctrines  ?  None  at 
idl.  Christian  charity  consists  in  allowtng 
others  a  latitude  of  opinion,  in  putting  a 
restraint  upon  your  own  mind,  and  in  not 
suffering  the  zeal  of  the  Lord's  house  ab- 
solutely to  eat  you  up.  Hie  dissenters  do 
not  desire  to  partake  of  the  emolumenta 
of  the  church.  Then*  sole  aim  i%  to  pro- 
cure liberty  of  conscience.  If  you  do  not 
grant  this  indulgence,  you  in  efibct  say. 
Gentlemen,  you  snail  say  grace  in  our  way, 
but  you  shaJl  not  taste  a  morsel  of  our 
meat.  Can  such  an  absurd,  such  a  par- 
tial institution,  be  deemed  a  toleration  ) 
It  is  impossible ;  and  I  therefore  hope, 
tfnrt  tiie  House  will  be  unanimooa  ie 
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far  ike  tUUff^PraieHant  WmtOm.       -    A.  P,  mf-  F4:V 


Mmting'  th«  fOtqfmlt  .of  t)i«  dlae^nt^ra  in 
1^  fullwt  extent 

These  are  the  mnpipal  arguments  of 
yix,  Burke's  soeecOy  of  which  »ir  Georgf 
jSavile  testifier  his  hearty  approbation^ 

Sir  William  DMen  informed  the  House^ 
that  he  could  wii  conom^  what  the  mo- 
tion meant,  unless  it  wm  to  root  qvX  the 
Christian  religion  entirely  Irom  the  na* 
tioo ;  that  the  first  of  the  artic]es  taught 
us  there  was  but  one  God«  but  he  feai^ 
some  of  the  sM|p^rtep^  of  this  wicked  mo- 
tion said  in  their  bearjis  there  was  ^o  God. 

This  speech  m9»  answ/erod  only  bj^  a 
mnUe  roujg4  the  Hous^ ;  and  the  fuestion 
Ibeing  puMt,  all  thi$  House  except  sijr  Roger 
)ifew4gal;e  and  4r  Wi^lia^  jDolbeo*  were 
imaimaus  for  ^  motion*  A  Bjl}  was 
Sccordii^j  ord€rc4  jn/or  jthat  purpose. 

April  li*  Sir  H#  Hogh^n  0M>ved  the 
second  readi^^  ^  the  BiB. 

Sir  WUUgm  JDolim  said,  jtihat  Aough 
)is  hsd  the  hi^eat  reu^  as  he  ought, 
sod  $9  thejr  ^aarved,  mjr  the  ^ntlemen 
vho  ocijginaUj  noovtoa  and  seconded  this] 
9Sb»f  jet  hf  CDjuld  not  JM  give  it  all  the 
opposition  ip  lua  power«  as  be  thouglit  the  • 
contents  of  the  jBiU  did  not  .answer  its 
title;  that  the  Bill  professed  to  gira  relic$f 
^  9uch  as  4is8^9Q\|ted  from  ;the  church  of 
jSo^aod.  accoi;ding  to  thp  original  v^ean- 
Ag  of  tnese  vords  when  the  39  articles 
were  framed,  that  1$,  |o  such  as  differed 
from  it  in  their  opinion  of  ceremonies  and 
fmu,  but  agreed  with  it  in  Uvb  grand! 
srtidas  of  religion ;  tfiac  the  ficst  dissenters 
i|dmittad  Ae  disiinil|r  ef  Christ;  that  he 
apprehended  juanjr  of  4ba  present  dis- 
isateis  d^niiad  At ;  t))al  th^efore  they 
were  now  jpai^  j;o  celieicp  not  the  dis- 
WDters  agamst  whom  the  penal  laws  so 
noch  complaint  ,q£  were  frfuned,  but  a 
aew  body  of  ^91^  whom  thej,  pr  fH  least 
lbs  lawj  l^nw M^  of;  thfit  aupb  an  unli- 
loilted  Jtoleratipn  aawiis  nojnr  coptended 
Ant,  ir^ld  4»lrQduoe  ic^qfusion  md  di&- 
IrsQtiaii  JMtp  ,th^  ,Mt^.;  ^t  he  was  as 
Miongbr  as  ai^fi^sp  for  »  xaasonahle  tole^ 
mica^butiha^^VKaSiextciuraganti  that, 
fte  St  JTpbn^  |who  ^^  it  aa  .afvrecqpt, 
'*  little  children  love  one  auotber/'  jhe 
fpproaed  ^of  4:harit|r.;  but  4M,  like  the 
nine  apqailen^  coping  ^batbejumsel^ 
^  &o4im  tboTie  Abevatic  wibo  dfu^ied  tb^ 
wriaiiy  orfibifw  Won  Jbis  i^ps, 

ap  wquld  bai^  op  /cpowiWr^^iop  yjith 
i«ch  a  b^atic;  ^  ^  ,dis«|^n!^»^  ,bad 
^'^"WpWoii*  lOf  W  jn*W(WS^»  /^f  hrpMgt* 

«^  jMMmi  s  <M#  .4«r  isf^AP  j;ri^^ 


dreps  ^ricTanqips,  of  irbo«f9  axj«tence  they 
had  no  prpof ;  t^at  they  ha^  i^ot,  as  tbe^ 
ouffht,  e^ei^pi;ed  against  ^fiy  parjtvci^lar  ^f;- 
tlcies;  Ih;^  the  u^e^ed  ^^nd  unliipite^ 
tol/eration  pow  proposed  would  jjiffi.  ex- 
dodve  from  aai^Qxig  ^  disse^lefs,  such 
heretics  a^  he  Jiad  meiJtbped,  whp  acknow,- 
ledged  the  Bii?le  as  the  rule  i)f  tl^ijr  faitt|^ 
and  ypt  denied  the  diyipify  pf  (Jhrij*^ 

Sir  fi.  Hf>ght,on  s^d,  ip  answer  ^0  tbi«u ' 
that  the  present  Bill  studipuslv  avoidj^ 
the  mentwn  of  any  doctrine,  for  fpar  of 
giyjing  9py  offence,  or  of  occasippin^  dii|- 
putes. 

Mr.  Manfy^  alao  said,  that  the  ^ory 
aUuded  to,  oTSt.  John's  flying  from  the 
heretic  so  p^c^itaj;ely^  waa^rsydw  apo- 
ayphsj. . 

w  B,Of^r  liTewdigate  and  sir  WjUlipm 
B^Ot  lex^t^d  thpwisehres  with  great  xe%l 
on  jiie  .contrary  side ;  and  wer^  /elof ueplt 
a^d  plajuf^b^Ie^  bpt  it  a|)peared  that  sjx 
JELoger  Md  not  yj^  digested  the  insu^ 
^itb  Fhiicb  h^  friend  Pr*  Now^U  had 
lately  b«ep)  (ceiled ;  for  he  introducted 
into  nis  apoech  a  yery  pathetic  e?.clMn^ 
tion  relative  to  a  ypt^  of  ^anks  jSor  h^ 
jsermon  hems  pjji^punged  from  their  .Joji^ 
naJs.  Sir  ftog^r  ^0  ^aip  )aid  hoW  <¥ 
MP  opportuniQr  of  teaU^yu^  .his  profound 
reyerencefpr  jthe^oaemory  Q£}d^g  Chari^ 
th^  lat.  whom  he  .stiHed  *  the  .apjy  oa- 
nopizep  saint  of  ^be  chuccb  of  £ngund }' 
which  ocqasioned  an  pniyersal  layglW 
.throughout  Jtbe  House  ^  and  Mr.  Dysofk 
.havlog  read  an  ,c?cti*act  frpm  a  Jietteyr  jojf 
Mr.  Loire's  to  I4(pbqrch,  10  support^ 
what  he  bad  f^gkanoed  .of  .the  |u%»ent  BiJ^ 
air  B.O£er  endeayoyjred  to  a^eaken  the  ag^ 
thority  'of  Lo9^e,  by  hint;ing  his  ap^Vr 
ciops,  that  that  great  jplplosopher  was  m:o^  , 
.hably  a  Pcesbyteri^^  ^i  that  his  aoc»* 
.ti;ine  of  toleration  Mpg^^red  to  be  the 
work  of  a  speculative  map,  who  ki^e:^  bp^ 
Jittle  ,of  lJ>e  wprid.    flere 

^r^  idoxUofiMfi  interposed,  and  ;i9id,.thaf 
X40cke's  docti;ine  pf  tpleniUop,  meotioned 
.by  sir  Boger  Newdigate  as  Uie  work  q^  k 
^peculatiye  vmx^  was  suqh  as  he  wppld 
^uph,moi9e;readily  subscribe  than  any  se^ 
fof  ax;tick8  that  he  had  .ever  read;  ihat  hf 
was  glad  the  Pisseoters  did  not  .e^cep^ 
lUl^ipst^a^y  doctrine,  tbut  proceeded  imon 
Ibip  Urge  faiii  oon^pr^ensive  plan  of  }^ 
J.oqke,  ,ftf  bein^  exen^pted  from  acknowf 
Jed^i^ig  .^nj  •other  .rule  of  faith  but  ^ 
^cnptpr^ 

Sir  42qg0r  N^wSfuife  replied,  .tb^t  h^ 
.entirely  .approy^  of  ll^r.^ocke'^i  letter  of 
toleratioPi  which  he  thought  the  va^t  .ajj^ 
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cellent  pfece  of  reasoning  he  had  ever 
read;  but  that  bethought  it  too  pure  a 
system  to  suit  the  depravity  of  man ;  that 
the  reh'gion  of  every  country  bore  the  co- 
lour and  complexion  of*  its  civil  govern- 
ment ;  that  in  a  monarchy  it  was  monar- 
chicaly  and  in  a  republic  republican,  and 
that  he  was  for  preserving  our  present  es- 
tablishmenr,  ana  for  preventing  the  Dis- 
•enters  from  giving  it  any  shock,  by  being' 
indulged  with  privileges  superior  to  those 
of  the  church,  especially  as  they  were  al- 
ready on  a  much  better  footing>in  several 
respects,  particularly  in  being  empowered 
to  elect  their  own  ministers. 

Sir  fV.  Meredith  made  Several  observa- 
tions on  what  fell  from  sir  R*  Newdigate, 
and  said,  that  the  cruelty  and  inefficacy  of 
the  penal  laws  were  alone  a  sufficient  ar- 
gument for  passing  the  Bill;  that  they  had 
on  their  table  the  case  of  Mrs.  Penning, 
who,  in  pursuance  of  these  laws,  was  m 
danger  of  losing  all  her  property ;  that  this 
single  case  was  a  sufficient  confutation  of 
the  assertion,  that  it  was  not  in  the  heart  of 
man  to  put  these  penal  laws  in  execution ; 
that  he  would  never  cease  till  he  procured 
the  same  liberty  of  conscience  to  the 
church  as  was  now  to  be  granted  to  the 
Di^nters ;  that  it  was  said  it  was  not  just ' 
to  impose  the  same  restrictions  on  the 
Dissenters  as  on  the  churchmen,  because 
the  former  did  not  enjoy,  nor  tnean  to  en- 
joy the  emoluments  of  the  church;  that 
thus  they  thought  themselves  justified  in 
fettering  the  consciences  of  men,  because 
they  allowed  them  emoluments ;  that  such 
men,  as  they  .thus  invited  into  the  church, 
were  the  very  thieves  and  robbers  that 
were  driven  out  of  the  temple ;  that  he 
h(M9ed  the  same  liberal  spirit  which  now 
influenced  the  House,  would  operate  in 
another  session  to  the  advantage  of  the 
church* 

Sir  R.  Newdigate  observed,  hi  answer 
to  this  that  the  present  Bill  made  no  men- 
tion of  the  penal  statutes,  to  the  abolition 
of  which  he  was  not  very  averse ;  that  the 
case  of  Mrs.  Penning,  which  was  very 
hard,  was  that  of  a  Papist,  and  that  none 
had  yet  ever  proposed  to  repeal  the  penaA 
laws  against  that  sect  of  Christians. 

Mr.  Constanfine  Fhipps  spoke  very  for- 
cibly in  defence  of  the  Bill ;  and  urged, 
that  it  was  in  the  highest  decree  disho- 
nourable to  the  church  of  Eiigland,  to 
sappose  that  its  foundations  were  so  weak, 
that  it  could  not  be  supported  without  ob- 
ligine  even  the  Dissenters  to  subscribe  the 
articles. 


Debate  in  tki  Lards  on  the  J^ 


[440 


Sir  H.  Hoghton^  at  the  end  of  hii 
speech,  which  closed  the  debate,  read  se- 
veral extracts  from  bishop  Warburton,  ia 
defence  of  toleration  ;  and  particularly  the 
following:  <<  If  any  good  use  can  be  made 
of  what  has  been  said,  it  will  be  chiefly 
promoted  by  those  reverend  men,  who,  in 
honour  of  the  church  which  they  serve, 
and  in  gratitude  to  the  state  bv  which 
they  are  protected,  will  make  it  their  fint 
care  to  support  that  most  just  of  all  public 
laws,  the  law  of  toleration :  which,  how 
long  soever  obstructed  in  its  passage  to  us; 
and  how  late  soever  arrived  among  us,  is 
certainly  of  divine  original.  Nor  wril  such 
men  ever  venture  to  refine  upon  it  ^which 
will  always  be  to  weaken  it)  by  idle  dis- 
tinctions between  the  letter  and  the  spirit 
of  the  law.  In  a  word,  the  church  in 
which  religious  liberty  is  cordially  enter- 
tained, and  zealously;  supported,  may  be 
truly  called  Christian :  for  if  the  mark  of 
the  beast  be  nersecution,  as  the  sacred 
volumes  decypner  it,  well  may  we  put  U^ 
Icration  as  the  seal  of  the  living  God." 

Besides  those  gentlemen  we  have  men- 
tioned, sir  George  Savile,  sir  Joseph  Maw- 
bey,  Mr.  Burke,  Mr.  Cornwall,  Mh  Saw- 
bndge,  &c.  were  strenuous  supporters  of 
the  Bill. 

The  House  divided  on  the  motion  for 
the  second  reading  of  the  Bill.  The  Noes 
went  forth. 


Yeas 


{ 


Tellers. 
Mr.  Rice  - 
Mr.  Montagu 


I    ll  '0 


^^^^ISirWiBiamBagot-    -j      • 

1^0  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative 

The  Bill  afterwards  passed  the  Commons. 

Debate  in  the  Lords  on  the  BUlJor  the 
Relief  of  Protestant  Dissenters.'}  May  19. 
The  Bill  was  read  a  second  time.— The 
motion  for  committing  the  Bill  was  sup- 
ported by  lords  Chatham  and  Lytteiton, 
the  duke  of  Richmond,  and  earl  of  Shel- 
bumer  and  opoosed  by  lord  Bruce,  earl 
Gower,  archbisnop  of  York,  and  the  bi- 
shops of  Peterborough^  Landaff,  Oiford, 
and  London. 

The  Earl  of  Chatham  spoke  very  wannlr 
and  spnritedly  in  favoor  of  the  Bill,  which 
he  attempted  to  recommend  and  defend 
on  the  general  principles  of  a  liberal  tol^ 
ration;  His  lordship  shewed  as  much  ora- 
tory and  fire  as,  perhaps,  he  ever  did  m 
his  life.  In  replying  to  one  of  the  bishops 
who  had  spokte  a  gSeit  deal  t>f  the  dogmtf 
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of  foreign  colleges^  be  said,  there  was  & 
college  of  much  greater  antiquity,  as  well 
83  veracity,  which- he  was  surprised  he 
oerer  heard  so  much  as  mentioned  by  any 
of  his  lordship's  fraternity;  and  that  was 
the  coHege  of  the  poor,  humble,  despised 
Fishermen,who pressed  hard  upon  no  man's 
conscience,  yet  supported  the  doctrine  of 
Christianity  both  by  their  lives  and  con- 
Tersations  superior  to  all ;  but,  my  lords, 
probably  J  may  affront  your  rank  or  learn- 
ing, bj  applying  to  such  simple,  antiquated 
authorities }  for  I  must  confess  there  is  a 
wide  difference  between  the  bishops  of 
those  times  and  the  present. 

The  Duke  of  Richmond  enforced  its  ex- 
pediency in  a  speech  that  equally  pleased 
and  surprised  his  auditors,  and  which 
lasted  upwards  of  an  hour.  But  the  prin- 
cipal speaker  who  distinguished  himself  in 
this  d^te  was  the  bishop  of  Landaff,  who 
attacked  the  principles  of  some  living  dis- 
lentine  ministers,  with  an  eloquence  that 
astooisoed  both  his  friends  and  opponents. 
He  quoted  a  varietv  of  passages  n^om  dif- 
ferent publications,  by  Dr.  Priestley,  whic^ 
TiUy  excited  the  wonder  and  abhorrence 
his  bearers.  Amongst  others,  lord 
Chatham  interrupted  him  with  the  excla- 
mations of  «  Monstrous !  horrible!  shock- 
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e  Bishop  of  London,  to  whom  the 
House  listened  with  great  attention  and 
respect,  said,  that  he  had  taken  some  pains 
to  inform  himself  whether  the  Bill  was 
promoted  and  patronized  by  the  Dissen- 
ters in  general ;  and  that  he  had  authority 
to  declare,  from  the  most  respectable  per- 
Mns  and  ministers  of  that  sect,  who  had 
waited  upon  him,  that  it  was  disagreeable 
to  them,  and  that  they  did  not  wish  it  to 
pass.  That  he  had  been  informed  firom 
the  same  respectable  authority,  that  at  a 
meeting  lately  of  90  persons,  when  it  was 
proposed  to  return  thanks  to  the  commit- 
tee for  soliciting  the  Dissenters  Bill  which 
W  passed  the  lower  House,  six  were 
•gainst  it,  twelve  were  for  it,  but  far  the 
gvvater  part  were  s9ent,  and  said  nothing 
one  way  jor  other. 

The  Earl  oiJRadnor  concluded  the  de- 
rate with  declaring,  that  he  was  born,  had 
wed,  and  hoped  to  die,  a  member  of  the 
^arch  of  England ;  and  that  he  did  not 
^  any  grievance  that  the  Dissenters 
^r  under  since  the  present  iahiily  come 
|\the  throne,  any  more  than  they  did 
»"we,  and  therefore  he  thought  there 
*ttno  necessity  for  this  Bill. 

•Hie House  dvrided:  against  the  Bill 78, 


Proxies  29,  Total  102.  For  the  Bill  29» 
Proxies  6,  Total  29.  It  was  consequently 
rejected. 

Upon  the  second  readingof  this  Bill, 
the  bishop  of  Bristol  (Dr.  Thomas  New- 
ton) intended  to  have  made  the  following 
speech:  (See  his  Miscellaneous  Works. 
vol.1.)  ' 

My  lords  ;  The  Act  of  Toleration 
was  one  of  the  first  fruits  of  the  elorioua 
Rev<4ution.  It  may  be  considered  as  one 
of  the  comer  stones  of  our  constitution; 
and  care  ought  to  be  taken  how  we  re- 
move, or  even  meddle  with  foundations* 
When  the  Act  of  Toleration  passed,  ^the 
generality  of  the  IVotestant  dissenting 
ministers  professed  to  agree  with  the 
church  in  points  of  doctrine,  and  to  differ 
only  in  matters  of  discipline ;.  so  that  being 
released  from  the  three  articles,  and  part 
of  a  fourth,  relating  to  church  government, 
they  were  willing  and  ready  to  subscribe  to 
all  the  rest.  But  that  part  of  the  dissent* 
ing  ministers  ^for,  my  lords,  they  are  only 
a  part  of  the  dissenting  ministers]  who  are 
the  promoters  of  this  Bill,  profess  to  difier 
from  OS  in  doctrine,  as  well  as  in  disci* 
pline,  and  declare  that  they  cannot  in  con* 
science  subscribe  to  several  of  the  artidea, 
because  they  apprehend  them  to  be  con* 
trary  to  the  sense  of  Scripture.  If  they 
had  said,  that  they  could  not  be  proved 
from  Scripture,  or  that  they  were  not 
agreeable  to  Scripture ;  that  would  have 
been  more  than  they  could  have  made  out 
by  any  fair  argument :  but  to  say  they  are 
contrary  to  Slcripture,  is  a  fiilse  and  slan- 
derous assertion,  and  what  no  one  of  them 
ever  has  proved,  or  can  prove.  It  is  to  be 
wished,  ttiat  they  had  specified  those  oar- 
ticular  articles  which  ihey  appreheno  to 
be  contrary  to  Scripture ;  but  such  general 
assertions,  without  the  least  ofier  of  proof, 
deserve  no  kind  of  regard.  AH  that  theT 
reaUy  prove  is,  that  there  is  too  much 
ground  and  reason  for  the  general  sur- 
mises and  suspicions,  that  the  promoters 
of  this  BiH  are  of  I  know  not  what  religion ; 
they  are  no  longer  Presbyterians',  but  some 
perhaps  Anabaptists,  some  Independents, 
some  Ariaos,  some  Soonians,  and  some 
even  Deists :  horrid  things  to  hear  of  those 
who  pretend  to  be  ministers  of  the  gospel; 
but  more  horrid  if  true. 

No  wonder  that  such  men  wish  to  be 
freed  from  all  the  restraints  of  law:  but 
what  need  was  there,  at  this  time  especi- 
ally, in  this  general  relaxation  of  all  order 
and  discipline,  to  desire  to  be  released 
from  a  suoscription,  which  few  or  none  of 
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^m  have  ev«r  maiei  Eaqr  and  iqudwoM 
«$  the  tenns  of  loleralioa  Mie,  j^i  jcanee 
any  of  them  have  complied  with  them; 
scarce  any  of  tli^m  hme  subscribed  to  the 
artideSt  as  they  themielvet  admit;  Mcatc^ 
any  of  them  have  takan  tliaoathd  aad  raadigi 
fbfi  declaration  against  popery  at  the 
quarter-sessions.  And  was  tnere  aiiy  rea* 
eaa  Sot  nny  jeabui^  of  Ae  superior 
powers?  Who  was  likely  to  call  upon 
Ahem  todotbfiardutyj?  And  why  then  i»- 
^emipt  the  harmony  that  was  grovio^  be* 
twe^  the  chmrch  and  dm^uteni  Why 
IM>t  rest  cQBtentad  witli  the  general  con* 
aivancet  without  UmMmg  tke  fayidatuy^e 
to  juatify  theur  oegUots  ana  omiasiaaa*  and 
lo  authorise  their  breaches  4>f  one  Jaw  bv 
«he  »a«siag  of  another  I  They  first  bnmk 
dke  law»  and  then,  aot  content  widi  ias* 
ity,  must  kave  a  diffeoaatton  £air  ao 


But  it  was  terrSiIe  to  hare  tbeewoni 
hangiog  i»ver  their  beada.  They  are  fisr 
a  free  tolemtioaw  and  fuU  liberty  of  cen* 
acienoe.  But  if  they  ate  mch  friends  te 
Aee  toleratioav  and  full  libecty  of  4:on» 
8ciaa£e»  why  will  they  oat  .fdlow  it  to 
others,  aa  weU  as  aeqiiire  it /pr  theHoselMs^ 
We  know  verr  well  what  M  iatoleuawt 
aipirit  possessed  Jbe^asaentesaia  tha  l««t 
aeotuiy,  while  Aey  had  the  power  iotbeir 
hauin  We  know  it  at  Ais  dey,  1^  fteir 
appoaitian  to  esfaUishinji^  ^of  a  bishqp  ja 
America.  Aad  where  m  ihe  n«iaop>  <Qr 
justice^  or  equity^  that  they  ehouid  eiopect 
the  establkhed  flhuvcb  te  giaat  the  aaane 
ladulgenoe  to  them,  which  they  deny  ie 
tbe^staUiahedebiecfc^ 

Liberty  is  indeed  aykuMuatihkig:  but 
liberty  in  the  chordb  m  aow  growing  iibe 
lib^y  IB  the  stale.  It  is  libeaty  nia«Md. 
It  IS  licentionsnesa»  and  Aot  Urae  iihtfty. 
liawteas  liberty  ia  the  cuase  4>£  the  laadL 
Iiiberty  and  law  mvMt  atand  er  6U  l^ 


I  profess  myself  .iny  ietds,  aa  heaely  « 
friend  to  fneadegi  of  •enquiiy  end  13»eity 
cf  comeieBce  aa^eayidisseBter  of  Aaet  aU. 
But  Ijbartv  of  IhiaiuQg  aad  Judgtiw  ta  one 
tiiinff,  AM  libeity  of  public  pneai^kw  is 
mafoAtr.  The  one  4B0tfaM«  o^t,  aad  in- 
deed notUoc  can  hinder  ar  confereal. 
Jhauffht  is  free,  but  public  pnaaGbMi| 
aboula  be  laid  under  aame  wetmnta  mm 
aiibgnhitions.  But  it«i«y  be  aaid,  «fIi^  not 
allow  libenty  of  preaohiBg,  asardlaaC- 
'bertjr  of  printing.^  Becanae  the  Uheoiy  ef 
'the  pressssnot.  attended  wuth  each  jdaft-; 
caaacquencea.  Mea  ese  nweel 
'  Jiy  pieaidiing  ithan  Jiy  j 
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reading*  Readers  are  commonlj  better 
ludget  tbao  bearers.  What  is  primed  li 
luiown,  and  may  itlsp  raadfly  be  answered: 
but  0)ea  may  preach  more  Aan  they  d«re 
to  print,  and  more  easily  iafiise  tbeir  poi- 
aoUf  when  there  is  no  antidote  at  hand,  (9 
prevent  the  bad  affiM:ts  of  it.  There  sre 
,  lawat  if  they  mere  but  put  into  executioo, 
^  to  regulate  the  Uberty  of  the  pren;  sod 
muck  more  there  should  he  laws  to  r^ 
late  the  Vher^  of  joreacbio^.  Aod  do 
wi^  state  woiiud  suSsr  it  wubout  some 
kind  of  aecority  givei^  that  it  khall  not  d»> 
turb  the  pubuc  i>eace.  No  arise  itAte 
would  allow  a  fiul  toleration  to  any  relu 
gioOf  without  JcnowiBjg  in  the  least  what 
that  religion  is. 

Now  what  aeeurity  do  these  man  sfe 
to  give  that  their  doctrines  shall  aotbe 
anbveiaive  of  public  peace  ^  What  decU- 
ration  or  confiession  do  they^minoiet^ 
make  of  their  fiuth  and  religionj  \%, 
Ifaey  will  take  the  oatbsandmake^^ 
daratioo,  a»  lequired  in  the  Axi  of  T# 
nation :  but  as  they  have  nes^octed  thete 
thii^  fior  the  time  past,  bow  pan  we  kt 
aujse  that  they  will  observe  them  better  fi)r 
the  time  tocoawj  lapteadof  aubscriptiip 
to  the  aRtides,  tihey  will  abo  subaarfe 
**  a  dedaietkia  pf  their  helievmg  that  tk 
Holy  Scriptures  of  the  Old  and  r^ew  Tes^ 
tapnant  contain  a  revelation  of  the  fmnd 
and  wiB  Af  God,  end  cf  their  feceinig 
themes  tbe  mi^ -of  their  faith  and  jprso 
tio^.'^  And  is  this  all?  Can  any  ibiag b^ 
conceived  or  gipreased  in  If  ver  isd 
meaner  teons  than  tUs?  b  thisadocbr 
jation  becoming  IVatestant  miaipten? 
Would  luot  any  ri^iai^  would  not  mj  ^^ 
oatiCt  would  not  any  Heretic  freelja»^ 
the  jame  dedacation  ?  This  felk  iafioitel; 
ahoat  of  the  Quakeia'  declaration,  of  tbeir 
baUeviqg  the  docUine  of  the  UesKsd  Tii* 
okvf  and  .the  dirine  tii|puration  d  tbe 
boly  Scrmtuves. 

Jif  .they  bad  o&red,  tbw^  ^J  «ou|* 
<nAt  aubacribe  to  the  erticlea  ^larticl^^ 
tiiutb*  yet  to  aidworibe  to  tfaep  m  ^^^ 
^peac^  their  plea  mksbt  baaeboeoadr 
mitted.  Or  if  they  had  jpointed  out  wM 
eatielea  they  ^d  «eai  oltjeatieos  to»  aixl 
^irauld  have  •aubacribed  to  tbs  tesl^  ^ 
aif[fat  bane  been  esoused  firomisabsciiiwC 
to  Ifai^  eiAideiw  «a  ^  AMbaijlk^  ^ 
&OIB  eubaci^biqg  ito  that  eenaemuig  WW 

bnptiiaie,  ea  wm  aa  ibe  etber  thri^  m 
ipart  lof  ithe  feartb*  in  eeaamNi  ^tb  iiMHf 


Or  jftbf^hndffMpPtad^ 
make  any  dcidaBatioo  or  ^eenfflsw^  ^ 
,ti^iritti«idjelieieeMW^      M^ 
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dttbotttnii  any  lebisoi,  kaj  Imtrnj^  diat 
my  iiioatiG  or  ittceiidiary  ma?  advance.  ' 
"Bndb  18.  the  natura  of  diia  Bill,  bad  ia 
hidfi  wone  in  ito  oooaequeiioea.  Let 
whae  will  be  soldi  it  is  contrary  to  all  the 
ttaxima  of  sound  and  good  p<^cy,  for  any 
govemment  to  grant  to  any  men  or  set  of 
fnen  the  free  totemtion  and  (Miblicpro^ 
ftsBiOn  of  their  fefigiooi  wichoot  their  &tt 
dedartn^  what  theb  rdig^tt  iS|  ao^hatk 
may  be  Icnown  to  be  consistent  with  the 
safety  of  the  state.  Bat  p^aps  theiir 
prfaiciples  are  so  rery  difibrent  that  they 
cannot)  or,  perhaps  they  are  of  soch  av** 
tttre  that  tney  really  dare  tiot|  d^hre 
them.  I  am  soraid,  my  lords,  and  there  is 
too  grtot  reason  to  ftar,  ttet  the  true 
seere^i  the  true  end  and  design  of  th^ 
Bill,  as  well  as  of  the  petition  mm  some 
of  the  clergy  against  sabscriplioni  is,  th«t 
bein^  no  longer  under  any  restraint  of  the 
atticTeSy  they  may  more  freely  preach  their 
Socinian  doctrineSy  deny  the  ever  blessed 
Trinity,  assert  Jesus  Christ  to  be  little 
more  than  a  mere  man,  and  take  away  aB 
the  merits  of  his  sacri6ce  and  atonement. 
In  the  Act  of  Toleration  itself  there  is  a 
claose*  tlmt  the  benefits  of  that  Act  shalt 
not  extend  to  <<any  penon  that  shall 
deny  in  his  preaching  or  writing  the  doc- 
trine of  the  blessed  Trinity,  as  it  is  de* 
dared  in  the  articles  of  religion/'  There 
is  another  Act  of  the  9>  10  WiH.  B»for  the 
more  effectual  suppressing  of,  blasphemy 
and  proiknen^s,  which  subjects  to  tfa# 
severest  penalties  **  an^  person  or  persons 
who  shall  by  writing,  printing,  teaching  or 
advised  speakine,  dieny  any  one  of  the 
persons-  in  the  Holy  Trinity,  to  be  God." 
And  God  foibid,  my  lords,  that  this  House 
shoeki  ever,  contrary  to  bo  many  acts  of 
parliament^  contrary  to  the  whole  tenor  of 
the  Gospel,  give  their  sanction  and  autho« 
riiy  to  men,  who  not  privily,  as  the  Apostlh 
says,  but  publicly  bring  in  damnable  here- 
sies, even  denying  the  Lord  tliat  bought 
them ! 

Motion  for  the  Repeal  qf  the  Marriagf 
Act.'}  April  7.  Mr.  Charles  Fox  moved. 
That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to 
amend  the  Act  of  the  d6th  of  Geofgc  thb 
2nd,  entttuled,  <  Aii  Act  for  the  better 
preventing  of  Claodcslrae  Marriages.' 
He  explained,  that  in  the  BiB  Ife  fdioald 
bring  in.  he  should  repeal  all  that  part  of  the 
Act  wradi  related  to  the  prevteatieA'of 
clandestine  marriages,  to  the  maxing  void 
such  iiiaitiBa>es,  bnt  vmxMi  prtterve  Uie 
establishiDgttientmfrieijrofswAmarriafaL 
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tsots,  or  even  irofthy  of  Chrisliai^  it 
teigfat  have  been  iirfistltuted  in  lieu  of 
SQbscriptiott ;  but  this  is  rsally  nothing  at 
all.  For  all  the  diArcfnt  seids  of  Chris- 
tiaas  profisss  to  derive  their  tenetb  from 
theficrtpiores;  and  there  b  no  sect  even 
of  half  Christians  that  would  not  make  at 
least  this  dedaraiion.  And  how  then 
caa  we  Jndge  of  their  tenets  and  nritt^ 
dpies?  And  wiH  you,  my  lords,  give  a 
kiod  of  establishment  to  you  know  not  what, 
sod  to  yon  know  not  whom?  And  if  you 
ihould,  would  they  remain  contented  with 
it?  N04  my  lords,  they  woidd  rise  in  their 
denaods,  and  you  would  bc(  pestered  with 
tpplicatioQS  from  evetj  quarter.  There 
are  other  things  hesi<lcs  the  grave,  that 
are  always  crying,  *  Give,  give,'  and  are 
Derer  satisfied. 

It  is  a  matter,  my  lords,  thiit  coneems 
the  sUiefuH  as  mucn  as  it  does  the  church. 
There  are  some  sectaries,  Who  hold  prin- 
ciples iDCodsistent  with  all  civil  govern- 
meot,  and  indeed  with  all  civil  society : 
and  bsir  do  you  know  but  some  of  these 
laea  may  be  of  that  sort  ?  And  will  your 
ionkhips  grant  your  license  to  any  such 
teachers  and  preachers  ?  Indeed  there  is 
notbiDg  then  th&t  may  not  be  publidy 
taii^t  as  it  were  by  authority  t  and  what 
SB  influence  oiiist  A  have,  anid  how  miiat 
it  perpleit  and  distrsict  the  minds  of  the 
fMopIs!  There  would  be  nothing  then 
that  can  hind^  the  doctrines  of  ^opory 
^oa  being  preached  as  freely  as  anv  other. 
There  would  be  nothing  Uien  that  can 
hioder  the  revival  of  aS  the  fanaticism 
aad  eathasiasm,  of  all  the  heresies  and 
blaipheoaies,  whic^  were  broached  in  the 
last  century,  and  terminated  in  the  ruin  of 
the  constitution  both  in  church  and  state. 

There  is  then  no  plea  nor  pretence  for 
Yhis  Bill ;  for  t  do  not  find  that  it  would 
be  agreeable  to  the  generality  of  Protes- 
tant dissenters.  I  said  before,  that  they 
vere  only  a  part  of  the  dissenting  roi- 
oislers,  who  were  the  promoters  of  this 
Bill  For  I  have  been  informed,  and  be- 
lieve my  information  may  be  depended 
^dn^  that  It  is  a  measure  in  whicn  they 
tre  far  from  being  all  agreed,  that  it  is 
"i^srHed  on  chiefly  by  some  ministers  in 
tnd  about  Lmidon,  without  the  -concw- 
>njce  (md  consenft  of  many  in  the  country, 
tnd  indeed  without  the  apprebflftion  Of  the 
S^^^ret  pM  of  dissenters,  tfie  pvesbyteriims 
**pccially.  It  18  therefore  improperly  en- ' 
^ed  a  Bin  for  the  reKef  of  Protestant  dis- 
Jrtefs.  It  Is  more  justly  and  truly  a  Bin 
^thepiMicpreaeMng  of  Arianism,  80- 
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It  was  urged  jn  favour  of  the  mbttum, 
that  the  Marriage  Act  had  been  plaimed 
,in  favour  of  the  aristocratical  power  of 
the  nation ;  that  by  throwing  a  bar  in  the 
way  of  marriage,  i^t  preventcS,  it  kept  the 
heiresses  in  a  family  at  the  dispoeal  of 
their  oarents  and  guardians ;  that  this  bar, 
ihougti  intended  to  operate  only  on  the 
.rich,  had  been  more  pernicious  to  the 
poorer  part  of  mankiDO,  and  eapecially  to 
the  wlors,  who  could  not  always  reside  so 
long  as  the  Act  required  to  make  a  lawful 
narriag^;  that  it  was  unjust  to  create  a 
Aullity  in  marriage,  for  an  act  which  was 
not  in  the  power  of  the  parties  so  mar- 

.^  On  the  contrarjr  it  was  uiieed,  that  the 
.infiEunous  manner  b  which  Fleet  parsons 
perform^  the  ceremony,  and  the  difficul- 
.lies  that  arose  from  proving  such  mar- 
riages,  had  made  it  highly  necessary  for 
paniament  to  apply  a  remedy ;  that  this 
remedy  had  had  several  very  good  effects ; 
Ihat  the  great  had  found  a  way  to  avoid 
the  difficulties,  by  ^oing  to  Scouand ;  that 
it  was  far  from  being  a  clear  fact,  that  it 
,liad  prevented  marriages  among  the  lower 
rank  of  people ;  that  it  had  given  parents 
a  DOwer  to  watch  over  the  tender  years 
m  their  children,  at  an  age  when  the^ 
might  not  be  supposed  so  capable  of  judi- 
ciously determining  in  so  weighty  a  matter 
as  their  future  well  being. 

The  House  divided*  The  Yeas  went 
forth. 

Tellers. 

; "«»  IK^bSS  :  :  :i  « 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative ; 
and  Mr.  Fox,  colonel  Burgoyne,  and  sir 
W,  Meredith  were  ordered  to  prepare 
and  bring  in  the  Bill. , 

May  19.  The^Report  of  the  Marriage 
Bill  was  brought  up,  and  the  Amend- 
ments of  the  Committee  agreed  to.  On 
the  motion  tha^  the  Bill  be  engrossed,  the 
House  divided.    The  Yeas  went  forth. 

Tellers. 

:    So  it  passed  in  the  negative;  and  the 
ISiU  was  accordingly  lost*. 


DehiUe  in  the  Qmmam 
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.  Debate  in  the  Commons  on  the  State  of 
the  Criminal  Lava  inasmuck  at  they  relate 
to  Capital  OJTences.^  April  14.  Sir 
Charles  Bunbu ry  reported  from  the  Com- 
mittee "of  the  whole  House,  to  whom  it 
was  referred  to  consider  of  the  Report, 
which  was  made  from  the  Commiuee, 
who  were  appointed  to  consider  of  so 
much  of  the  Criminal  Laws  as  relate  to 
Capital  Offences,  the  following  Resola- 
tions: 

1.  **  That  it  IS  the  opinion  of  this  com* 
mittee.  That  so  much  of  an  Act,  made  in 
the  7th  of  Henry  the  7th,  entitled,  *  The 
Penalty  of  a  captain  or  soldier,  retaioed 
to  serve  the  king  in  his  intended  wan,  not 
doing  their  dutv*'  as  subjects  ofendento 
death,  be  repealed. 

2.  "  That  so  much  of  an  Act,  made  in 
the  1st  and  2nd  of  Philip  and  Mary.eo- 
tituled  *  An  Act  against  certain  persoos, 
calling  themselves  IBgyptians,*  as  subjects 
offenders  to  death,  be  repealed. 

3.  ^'  That  so  much  of  an  Act,  made  io 
the  5th  of  queen  Elizabeth,  entituled,  *  Aa 
Act  for  further  punishment  of  vagaboods, 
calling  themselves  Egyptians/  as  subjecu 
offenders  to  death,  be  repealed. 

4.  **  That  so  much  of  an  Act,  made  in  J 
the  S5th  of  queen  Elizabeth,  eotituled, 

*  An  Act  to  retain  her  majesty's  mibjccu 
in  their  due  obedience,'  as  subjects  of-  | 
fenders  to  death,  be  repealed. 

5.  '*  That  an  Act,  made  in  the  9th  yeir 
of  queen  Anne,  entituled,  *  An  Act  to  | 
make  an  attempt  on  the  life  of  a  privj 
counsellor,  in  tne  execution  of  his  office,  i 
to  be  felony  without  ben^t  of  clergj*  be  | 
repealed. 

6.  "  That  so  much  of  an  Act,  made  in 
the  9th  year  of  George  the  2nd,  eDtituled» 
<  An  Act  for  building  a  bridge  across  the 
river  Thames,  from  New-Palace-yard,  io 
the  city  of  Westminster,  to  the  opposite 
shore,  in  the  county  of  Surrey,'  as  subjects 
the  offenders  to  death,  be  repealed." 

April  19.  Mr.  Harbord  observed,  lh«* 
there  were  now  in  being  several  penal  lair8> 
which  were  only  temporary,  and  of  which 
the  original  causes  had  long  since  ceased  to 
exist;  that  there  were  others,  which  eoact* 
ed  punishments  entirely  inadequate  to  the 
crimes;  that  the  former  hung  as  terrors  over 
the  heads  of  the  innocent,  as  spite,  malevo* 
lence,  or  wantonness,  might  at  pleasure  put 
them  still  in  force,  and  Uie  laUer  were  et* 
tended  wlthnumerousinconvenieoces;  ^ 
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when  enforced,  they  were  a  grievance, 
and|  if  not  enforcecfy  exposed  our  magis- 
trates and  judges  to  the  cnarge  of  dispens- 
ing with  law,  and  disregarding  their  oath, 
which  enjoined  a  strict  observance  of  the 
hw ;  that  hence  many  criminals  escaped 
the  punishments  due  to  their  crimes,  the 
magistrates  fluctuating  between  the  fear  of 
the  imputation  of  cruelty  or  of  perjury; 
that  the  law  in  general  became  on  these 
accounts  ridiculous,  and  by  becoming  the 
object  of  disgust,  rather  than  of  veneration, 
lost  its  true  and  necessary  efficacy ;  that 
punishment  was  rendered  uncertain,  and 
that  this  uncertainty  of  punishment  em- 
boldened men  in  the  commission  of  crimes; 
that,  therefore,  it  was  highly  necessary, 
for  the  well-being  and  interest  of  the  state, 
to  repeal  obsolete  and  useless  statutes, 
and  to  amend  those,  which  enjoined  pu* 
ni>hment8  inadequate  to  the  cnmes ;  that 
the  committee  had,  in  pursuance  of  this 
idea,  divided  the  object  of  the  enquiry  re- 
commended to  them  by  the  House  into 
two  branches,    and    that  they  had  now 


the  Penal  Laws,  which  included  one  of 
the  two  branches. 

The  Resolutions  of  the  committee  were 
now  read  severally,  and  sir  Charles  Bun- 
bary,  who  sat  in  the  chair,  put  the  ques- 
tions. The  first  two  related  to  the  Acts, 
which  rendered  it  capital  to  be  one  of  the 
people  caUini^  thems^ves  Egyptians,  tuI- 
garlv  caUed  Gypsies.  On  this  Mr..  Har- 
bord  observed,  that  from  whatever  circum- 
stances these  severe  laws  had  originated, 
they  were  not  founded  on  the  principles  of 
coraraoo  justice,  as  it  was  not  the  name 
but  the  conduct  ef  a  man  that  rendered 
bim  criminal  or  not ;  that,  if  these  people 
called  Egyptians,  were  guilty  of  any. 
breach  of  the  law,  the  same  regular  pro- 
ccedure  lay  open  for  punishing  them,  as 
for  punishing  other  delinquents ;  and  that^ 
as  law  ought  to  be  general,  and  not  par- 
tial or  circumscribed,  he  moved  for  the  re- 
peal of  the  two  Acts  in  question. 

Mr.  Ongky  said,  he  thought  it  his  duty 
to  rise  on  this  occasion  to  inform  the 
House,  that  in  a  certain  part  of  Kent 
there  was  an  established  body  of  Egyp- 
tians, who  were  frequently  accused  of 
committing  great  enormities,  but  could  not 
^  brought  to  condicn  punishment,  be- 
cause the  obscure  and  mystical  language, 
^hich  prevailed  among  them,  made  it  fre- 
quently impossible  to  procure  evidence,  or 
3TOgn  them  more  than  if  they,  were 
dumb;  and  that  lately  an  gfiender  of  this 
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body  had  escaped,  because  he  could  nei- 
ther understand  nor  be  understood. 

Mr.  Rose  Fuller  said,  that  to  his  know- 
ledge the  man  had  escaped  only,  because 
no  proof  of  guilt  could  be  produced 
against  him,  and  that  he  hoped  the  gen- 
tleman would  not  have  even  a  gypsy 
lianged  upon  suspicion.  The  question  for 
the  repeal  was  carried  without  a  division. 

The  second  Resolution  moved  for  was, 
that  the  Act  which  made  dese;rtion  in  of- 
ficers and  soldiers  from  his  Majesty'a. 
forces  capital  should  be  repealed.  It  was 
argued  by  Mr.  Harbord^  that  the  provi- 
sions made  in  the  annual  Mutiny  Act,  for 
offences  of  this  kind,  rendered  the  Act  ia 
question  entirely  useless  and  unnecessary. 
This  Resolution  was  therefore  agreed  to 
without  a  division. 

The  next  Resolution  moved  for  was, 
that  the  Act,  which  deprived  of  the  benefit 
of  clergy  those  guilty  of  violently  carrying 
away  women  with  an  intention  to  ^rce 
them  into  marriage  with  the  ravisber,. 
should  be  repealed.  The  debates  upon  this 


brought  in  their  Report  upon  the  State  of    Resolution  were  very  spirited.    Mr.  Har- 
.L.  r,     1  ^  L.  L        1    ,^  «    bord,  Mr.  Phipps,  Mr.  Fox,  and  others^ 

spoke  for  it.  It  was  urged,  that  it  waaf 
frequently  difficult  to  determine,  whether 
a  lady  was  carried  away  by  her  consent  or 
not ;  that  modesty,  delicacy,  and  shame- 
facedness,  often  made  the  fair  sex  speak  a 
language  very  opposite  to  their  real  sen- 
timents; that  an  exa3perated  father  oi; 
guardian  would  take  hold  of  these  equivo- 
cal expressions,  and  bring  .a  man  to  the 
gallows,  tliough  his  wife  testified  tliat  she 
went  off  voluntarily,  because  being  his  wife^, 
she  could  no  longer  be  a  legal  witness;  that 
the  ladies  were  already  sufficiently  guarded 
from  violence,  by  the  punishments  inflict- 
ed upon  rapes;  that  the  law,  as  it  now 
stood,  was  too  general,  as  it  condemned  to  a 
capital  punishment,  even  though  the  for- 
tune of  the  "person  carried  off  did  not 
amount  to  a  &hilli;[ig;  that  the  law  was 
evidently  calciilated  in  its  ojrigin  for  pre- 
serving property,  and'persons  of  property ; 
that  no  person  in  his  senses  would  rua 
such  a  hazard  of  his  life  but  for  the  sake 
of  property,  and  yet  the  Act  absurdly  pro- 
vided for  the  security  of  what  could  not 
reasonably  be  called  property ;  that  in  a 
civilized  and  well-polished  country  such 
as  England,  the  fair  sex  were  sufficiently 
guarded  by  the  laws,  which  were  comtnoa 
to  them  with  the;^en  ;  thatio  Ireland,  ii^- 
deed,  such  a  re^idlation  migHt  be  neces-  . 
sary  ;  that  the  Act, as  it  was  worded,  made 
the  principal  aad  accessary  equally  guilty ; 
[3  0] 


4513e         12  OEOROE  liL 

that  in  this  there  was  no  equity  or  just 
proportion  of  the  punishment  to  the  guilt; 
ana  that  for  these  reasons  the  Act  ought 
to  be  repealed. 

It  was  answered  to  these  arguments  by 
Mr.  Burke,  Mr.  On^ley,  and  others,  that, 
no  crime  could  be  more  atrocious  than  a 
rape  of  this  sort ;  that  it  was  even  worse 
in  its  consequences  to  the  aggrieved 
woman  than  murder,  as  it  infeparably 
connected  her  for  life  with  the  person 
whom  perhaps  she  abhorred ;  that,  if  she 
was  even  to  escape  without  passing  tfirough 
the  ceremony  of  marriage,  her  reputation 
would  be  stained  through  the  suspicions 
olf  the  world;  that  her  family  would 
be  disgraced,  her  peace  of  mind  de- 
stroyed, and  her  prospects  in  life  blast- 
ed: that  this  practice  of  violently  forcing 
away  women  was  formerly  common  in 
Eneland:  that  the  Act,  which  allowed 
aucn  delinquents  their  benefit  of  clergy, 
was  found  msufficient ;  that  therefore  ano- 
ther Act,  taking  away  that  benefit,  was 
passed;  that  however  civilized  we  might 
be,  however  strict  our  police,  th(;re  were 
examples  of  violence  offered  both  to  men 
and  women ;  that  a  lady,  who  resided  not 
iSir  from  that  House,  nad  been  carried 
away  to  a  mad-hpuse,  and  could  not  be 
traced  for  some  months  by  her  friendii ; 
that  she  was  at  last  discovered  by  mere 
accident,  by  a  passenger's  observmg  her 
ttirust  her  hands  through  the  grates  of  a 
b^cK  window,  and  waving  her  hand. 

IVfr.  Heni^  CavencUsh  said,  that  a  voung 
hdj  had  been  forced  away,  and  thrown 
aicrpss  a  liorsei  with  her  head  and  feet  tied 
under  the  belly  of  the  animal,  while  the 
blood  rushed  out  of  her  mouth,  nose,  ears^ 
and  eyes,  by  (he  pr^ure  upon  her  sto- 
mach and  lungs. 

Mr.' JW  observed,  that  Mr.  Cavendish 
baa  forgot  to  inferm  the  House,  that  the 
fact  which  he  had  related  happened  in 
Ireland ;  and  that  thqr  were  not  making 
laws  for  Ireland  bu^  mr  England ;  not  for 
«  barbarous,  but  for  a  civilized  country, 

Hiis  motion,  however,  passed  in  the  ne- 
gative. 

The  next  resolution  moved  was  the 
repeal  of  the  Act  passed  in  the  reign  of 
James  I,  for  the  more  easily  bringing  to 
J^stice  wonaen  that  are  guilty  of  murdering 
their  bastard  children.  There  were  but 
few  arguments  adduced  m  support  of  this 
motion.  In  opposition  to  tnese,  it  was 
observed  by  Mr.  t)yson,  Mr.  Fuller,  and 
others,  that  this  law  had  been  more  than 
•noe  ooQsidered  by  the  parUajQ^nt  that 
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passed  it ;  that  that  parliament  was  hMj 
and  justly  esteemea ;  that  they  made  it 
first  temporary ;  that  after  three  amend- 
ments they  rendered  it  at  last  perpetual; 
that  these  circumstances  were  at  least  pre- 
sumptions in  its  favour;  that  the  proof 
of  the  crime  intended  to  be  provided 
against  by  this  law  was  very  difficult; 
that  the  Act  was  solely  calculfiited  for 
rendering  theft  proof  more  easy;  that 
though  the  Act  rendered  the  concealmeDt 
of  the  birth  of  a  bastard  child  a  capital 
crime,  it  was  founded  upon  a  very  good 
principle;  that  it  might  justly  be  com- 
pared to  the  case  of  a  man  possessed  of 
a  poison,  so  fittal  in  its  nature,  so  secret  in 
its  operation,  that  no  human  prudence 
oould  gdard  against  its  effects;  that,  if 
such  a  sulitle  poison  existed,  it  would  be 
absurdity  in  the  legislature  to  make  the 
very  possession  of  it  a  capital  crime ;  that 
the  practice  of  destroying  children  of  any 
kina  was  destructive  to  population,  And 
therefore  to  the  community ;  that  it  was  con- 
sequently the  part  of  the  legislature  toinake 
every  possible  provision  against  so  danger- 
ous an  evil ;  that  the  same  law  obtained  in 
Denmark,  Sweden,  and  France ;  that  it 
had  been  hitherto  attended  with  advan- 
tages, which  entirely  over-balanced  iu 
disadvantages ;  that  the  judges  seldom  or 
never  put  it  rigorously  in  force,  but  used  a 
discreet  latitude. 

These  arguments  were  answered  by  Mr. 
Burke,  Mr.  Fox,  Mr.  Harbord,  and  sit 
W.  Meredith.  They  said,  that  in  the  case 
of  women  bavins  bastard  children,  the 
common  statute  kws  were  inconsistent; 
that  the  common  law  subjected  to  a  fine, 
to  a  month*s  imprisonment,  and  flagella- 
tion ;  that  this  institution  necessarily  ren- 
dered the  having  of  a  bastard  eliild  in^- 
mous ;  that  the  dread  of  infamy  neces- 
sarily caused  concealment ;  that  the  statute 
law,  in  opposition  to  all  this,  made  con- 
cefdment  capital ;  that  every  mother,  who 
had  not  at  least  oae  witness  to  prove,  that 
her  child,  if  it  was  dead,  was  Dom  dead, 
or  died  naturally,  must  be  hanged;  that 
nothing  could  be  more  unjust,  or  incon- 
sistent with  the  principles  of  all  law,  than 
first  to  force  a  woman  through  modesty 
to  conceidment,  and  then  to  hang  her  for 
that  concealment;  that  it  was  infinitely 
better  that  ten  guilty  persons  should 
escape,  than  one  itinoi^nt  person  should 
sufer ;  that  l^is  law,  on  the  contrary,  ^ 
netted  it  to  be  better,  ^t  ten  innocent 
persona  should  be  hanged,  ^an  one  guilty 
penoD  ahotiU escape;  thata^tpth^cont- 
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ptifMm  of  Am  0Qblle  pwoQi  it  wiyi  not  a{i* 
pliotUo  to  the  prqponi  case ;  that  a  law, 
raoderiiif  the  pMetfion  of  sach  a  poboa 
cipital^  wm  aoidefenaiUei  except  it  oould 
bt  proved  ifapoMiUe  that  the  possessor 
ibould  have  it  for  anj  ^ood  purpose;  that 
this  ceoditioB  was  warning  in  toe  present 
csie;  that  the  concealiaent  of  the  hirth  of 
1  baiCard  aaight  proceed  from  the  best 
esHsesy  from  real,  modesty  and  virtue 4 
that  nothing  could  i|iore  strongly  prove 
the  absiirdily  and  inexpetliency  (h  the  lawj 
thsn  the  impossibilly  of  putting  it  in  exe* 
ctttion,  uBcter  which  the  judges  foi^nd 
tbcnaelves ;  that  laws  were  made  to  be 
eiecuced,  net  dispensed  with;  that  the ex« 
ample  of  Deonark  and  FrancOy  despotic 
coiiDtriesi  ought  ra  be  no  modd  for  us ; 
that  this  obserratien  only  proved,  that  the 
law  of  France  ought  not  to  be  that  of 
England ;  thai  ibf  parliament  which  made 
ihiilair  was  net  mfallible;  that»  while  all 
due  praise  waa  allowed  to  legitimate  ehil« 
dm,  it  was  net  juu  to  give  a  soueeze  in 
the  neck  to  bestards ;  and  that  numanity 
and  justice  pleaded  strongly  for  the  altera- 
tion cootended  for. 

The  motioa  passed  in  the  negative. 

The  next  Resolution  was,  that  the  Act^ 
called  die  Coventry  Act,  which  makes  an 
attempt  upon  the  Mfe  of  a  privy*ooonseUor 
high-treason,  ahould  be  repealed. 

This  waa  agreed  to. 

J}9baltemtk€  Camrnansan  Col&netBur^ 
'«  Motion  for  a  Stled  CommiHte  on 
India  Affiiirs.*'}     April  13* 

Colonel  Burgoyne  rose  and  said : 

Mr^  Speaker ;  I  rise  in  c<msequence 
of  the  notice  1  gave  the  House  to  make  a 

* ''  Ob  the  Idlh  of  April,  a  moiioD  waa  made 
lor  a  Mitct  GOBimittee  of  31  members,  to  en- 
anire  iato  the^  nature  and  atate  of  the  Eaat 
Jmlla  Company,  and  of  tfae  afTaira  in  I  be  Eaat 
ladies.  The  oeceaaity  ofaneh  an  enqjairy  waa 
•troD^y  ar(^  from  a  variety  of  consloerationa, 
saranur  wiridi  were  the  feUewinif :  fhe  preaent 
ftouMia  aMuatioD  of  aMra  in  India; 'the 
hta  djatnaaaea  af  the  natcrea,  and  the  depo- 
palaliaa  af  the  eounlry ;  the  epprcaaiTa  and 
^tkitrary  eondoct  of  tlie  eampaay'a  aervaDta ; 
the  grctt  decreaie  of  the  net  rerenoea  m  Ben* 
111,  from  varioaa  miaroaoafreaienta,  aa  well  aa 
aKinnoQt  and  nnoecessary  expeiioes  \  the  iro- 
torose  GofiM^tteoce  to  thia  nation  of  preaerriaar 
aadwellsdveroing  thoae  emintriea;  and  that 
this  coiiid  onfy  be  done,  by  antking  a  fall  «»• 
Vuvy  into  tbefr  oaearo  and  aMte,  aad  than 
f^aafahiiy  •  regnter  and  peraaaae at  ferao  af 
Wieaaiidgvramnasi^ 


notion  of  aa  aerioua  importance  ai  I  bdieve 
ever  came  under  your  consI(ieratk>n  to  the 
interest  and  the  honour  of  the  nation :  to 
the  inteifst  of  it.  inasmuch  as  tito  influx 
of  wealth  from  India  makes  a  vi^il  part  ot 
our  existeqce ;  to  the  honour  of  it,  inas- 
much as  the  most  atrocious  abuses  that 
ever  stained  the  name  of  civil  government 
called  for  redress. 

For  the  substance  of  this  motion  I  ahaU 
make  no  apology.  I  believe  it  to  be  rea* 
sonable,  I  know  it  to  be  parliamentary. 
If  any  excuse  is  necessar^r  tor  bringing  it 
so  late  in  the  session,  it  is  due  from 
others,  to  whose  situatbns,  had  they 
thought  it  expediettt,  it  more  naturally  feu 
to  take  the  lead.  For  my  insufficiency  to 
treat  it  as  it  deserves,  to  state  this  grekt 
subject  with  tW  arrangement  of  matter, 
and  that  propriety  of  argument  and  infer- 
ence whicn  would  best  justify  the  undertak- 
ing, I  require  more  apology  than  words  cap 
express.  For  the  patience  of  the  Housis 
under  these  inabilities  I  shall  want  mere 
than  their  candour,  I  shall  want  their  fa- 
vour, their  indulgence,  1  might  dimost  say 
their  prejudice. 

Aa  the  first  step,  and  to  remove  at  least 
any  unfavourable  imnfesstons  thiit  may  be 
conceived  of  me,  I  shiiil  beg  leave  to  state 
to  the  House  the  motives  aiid  prihciplee 
Upon  which  I  act. 

At  the  opening  of  the  session,  I  bear«l 
with  satlafacflpn,  and  with  gratHude,  th^ 
attention  €/f  parliament  directed  from  the 
throne  to  this  great  object.  Aa  the  session 
advanced  I  came  every  day  to  the  HeOse 
with  expectation  of  seeing  senie  data  tiita- 
blirtied,  some  premises  l«d  fb^  firamfb^  § 
great  extensive  political  arrangement  ftfi 
India,  coinciding,  and  harmonising  as  flff 


<*  Though  the  DeeeasKjrof  ao'meeaqm^  *a4 
regnlalion  waa  evidaut,  many  obfaeied  te  thd 
b^inoiog  of  aocb  an  ea^iry  ao  hue  in  the 
ataaion;  aoaasMr  waa  already  appHi»riu|,  and 
ita  magaitode  waa  aoeb,  and  iha  diflkuliiaa  a^ 
teodiog  it  were  ao  graai,  that  it  waa  evident  thw 
twemielh  part  of  if  oonid  not  ba  geae  thtaniihr 
dariag  the  aiuing  of  parhaataot.  If  any  ob-' 
jeeledlo  tho  ntmk  of  eaiyairy  by  a  aelael ooaa* 
mitiee  ;  and  though  thejgaaltoiiiiae  who  aaada 
the  moiiott  waa  UDeonnected  with  admhitatrar 
tion,  it  waa  known  that  the  miniaier  would 
have  the  ^trtoal  noaaioatton  of  (ho  aaeaabera 
who  eoiapaaed  the  ooeaaaitlae.  Ic  ,waa  beaidaa 
urged,  that  the  aalect  ooaaoaHtee  waa  net  ao- 
countable  for  iia  conduct ;  that  an  enyiiryy 
tharefbra,  by  the  hoard  of  trade,  or  privv 
eouneil,  would  be  prefe<ral>le,  aa  they  are  aaa^ 
nabia  to  jualicf ;  an<l  thei  aa  the  prooemltaga  of 
such  oommitlaaa  often  are  aaoral^  aad  wmm 
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as  mi^ht  be,  with  the  principles  and  spirit 
of  this  constitution,  dispensing  the  bless- 
ings of  well  regulated  government  in 
those  remote  regions,  and  wealth  and  pros- 
perity in  Great  Britain.  I  never  conceived 
It  possible  that  parliament  could  be  called 
upon  by  any  men  whatever,  to  apply  a 
remedy  without  any  information  of  the 
disease.  To  pass  an  act  upon  divination. 
To  give  upon  trust  a  vote  of  justice  and 
regulation  to  the  India  directors,  as  we 
give  a  vote  of  credit  to  the  crown,  leaving 
them  the  judges  of  the  exigency  and  the 
application. 

It  would  be  disorderly  to  enter  now  into 
a  discussion,  or  to  give  a  pre-judgment 
upon  the  Bill  which  is  to  be  presented  in 
the  course  of  this  day ;  but  I  will  say,  that 
any  Bill  calculated  upon  the  present 
narrbw  and  rotten  system  of  Indian  go- 
vernment must  be  probably  a  destructive 
measure,  and  at  best  a  mere  temporary 
expecfient.  A  poor,  paltry,  wretched 
palliative. 

.    '<  It  will  but  skin  and  film  the  ulcerous  part, 
While  foul  corruption  mioing  all  beoeath 
lafects  uDseen." 

Therefore,  Sir,  when  I  heard  notice 
given  of  bringing  in  this  Bill  and  nothing 
else  proposed,  I  considered  the  proceeding 
with  astonishment,  I  listened  to  the  com- 
ments that  were  made  upon  it  in  public, 
and  applied  to  all  quarters  of  the  House, 
with  indignation.  Sir,  I  do  not  believe 
those  comments  were  well  founded;  but 
I  am  ready  to  confess,  that  I  think  a  dread 
of  labour,  a  passive  submission  to  difficul- 
ties, a  spiritless  acquiescence  under  evils, 
that  we  all  know  and  that  we  all  feel,  are 
too  much  the  characteristics  and  the  re* 
^proaches.of  the  times.  Supineness  upon 
this  occasion  will  confirm  those  disgrace- 
ful sentiments  in.  the  opinion  of  aU  £u- 

•ntirely  published ;^tbey  are  in  no  fear  of  paUic 
oentiire,  and  are  thereby  free  from  that  con- 
troal,  to  wliicb  the  whole  House  is  liable,  all 
its  transactions  being  qaickly  knowji  to  the 
world.  Besides  it  was  urged,  that  no  plan  had 
been  mentioned;  so  that  the  House,  Mhich  was 
iriiout  to  vote  this  very  delicate  enquiry,  could 
liotjodfre  to  what  objects  it  was  directed,  or 
what  eods  it  proposed  to  compass. 
-  «•  Notwiihstauding  these  objections,  the  rao- 
tioD  for  a  select  committee  was  carried  without 
a  division,  and  31  members  were  accordingly 
chosen  by  ballot.  The  subject  of  their  inquisi- 
tion was  so  various,  and  of  so  prest  aki  extent, 
that  they  were  obliged  to  apply  for  leave  to 
continue  their  sittings  during  the  summer." 
;       AonaalRegister. 


rope.  We  shall  not  only  be  degraded  as 
politicians-  but  a)B  men.  I  do  not  assume 
more  feieling  than  others,  bat  in  consider- 
ing the  numberless  circumstances,  too  ap- 
parent I  fear  to  the  House^that  disqualify 
me  for  stepping  forward,  I  feel  one  qualifi- 
cation to  encourage  me ;  I  stand  separate 
and  clear  from  every  concern  and  interest 
in  person  and  property  that  could  be 
supposed  to  warp  the  mind  from  the  pur- 
suit of  the  great  object.  I  think  it  iocum- 
bent  upon  me  in  this  stage  of  the  business 
to  explain  myself  to  the  House  upon  this 
point,  in  the  clearest  and  most  strenuous 
.terms,  and  I  pledge  my  veracity,  my  duty 
to  the  House,  my  fidelity  to  my  country, 
every  claim  of  honest  fame,  every  seuti- 
ment  that  in  every  roan's  mind  can  consti- 
tute his  idea  of  the  term  honour,  that  I 
act  in  this  motion  unconnected  with  any 
man  whatever,  unconcerned  in  every  in- 
terest, unintentional  of  every  purpose  that 
might  arise  from  it,  other  than  a  fair,  a 
free,  a  direct,  an  impartial,  a  temperate, 
but  an  effectual  enquiry;  to  present  to 
parliament  a  comprehensive  view  of  the 
existence  and  extent  of  the  evils  under 
India  government ;  and  thereby  to  enable 
them  in  their  deliberate  wisdom  to  apply 
an  effectual  remedy.  I  have  dwelt  upon 
this  subject  not  only  for  my  own  sake, 
but  for  the  success  of'^the  motion ;  for  if  I 
can  give  to  my  conduct  the  fair  mark  and 
stamp  of  sincerity,  l^shall  remove  at  least 
that  coldness  and  backwardness  towards 
the  motion  that  might  arise  from  a  suspi- 
cion of  the  mover. 

Having  cleared  my  ground  thus  far,  I 
can  proceed  with  more  confidence  to  ex- 
plain my  purposes.  I  mean  to  move  an 
enquinr  into  the  naturCi  state,  and  condi- 
tion of  the  India  company  and  of  the  Bri- 
tish affairs  in  India.  By  the  first  part  of 
the  motion  I  mean  to  give  powers  to  a 
conimittee  to  enquire  into  the  constitution 
of  the  Company,  into  the  purposes  for 
which  it  was  framed,  and  the  power&with 
which  it  was  invested ;  I  would  then  pro- 
ceed to  the  management  of  those  purposes 
and  powers,  see  where  there  have  beea 
deviations,  where  there  have  been  abuses, 
where  the  evils'  have  unavoidably  artseo 
from  the  latent  errors  in  the  constitution, 
where  they  have  flowed  from  the  casual 
misconduct  of  servants ;  and  the  enquiry 
will  be  thus  naturally  brought  by  the  Isst 
part  of  the  motion  to  a  view  of  the  pre- 
sent disorders,  civil,  military,  moral  and 
political,  that  chaos  where  every  element 
and  principle  of  government,  and  char- 
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tersy  and  finnauns,  and  the  rights  of  con- 
qaestSy  and.  the  rig)it8  of  subjectSy  and 
the  diferent  functions  and  interests  of 
merchants^  and  statesmen^  md  lawyers, 
sod  kings,  are  huddled  together  into 
one  promiscuous  tumult  and  confusion 
natural  to  the  jarring  operations  of  powers 
the  most  discordant  and  incompatible. 
To  sift  and  examine  these  several  mate^ 
rials,  many  of  them  excellent  in  them- 
selves, and  dangerous  only  by  being  con- : 
founded,  will  be  the  only  means  to  enable 
the  controuling  and  creative  power  of  le- 
gislature, to  new  model  and  arrange  tliem, 
and  to  give  them  for  the  fiiture  permanent 
regulation  and  direction  to  their  prc^r 
ends. 

It  would  be  needless  and  unfair  to  enter 
into  a  further  dispkiy  of  the  apparent  state 
of  the  Company  at  present.  Clouds  and 
darkness  rest  upon  some  parts  of  it ;  upon 
others,  there  is  too  much  light. 

Gentlemen  will  ]fe  ready  to  ask  me,  do 
I  mean  hostility  to  the  Company ;  I  dis- 
claim all  idea  of  hostilit]^.  I  mean  by  in- 
vestigation of  facts  to  discover  the  com- 
mon danger,  and  the  common  interest  of 
the  Company  and  the  nation.  To  hold 
up  the  mirror  of  truth  to  the  Company, 
wherein  they  may  see  themselves  and  their 
affairs  aa  they  are,  and  judge  in  concert 
also  with  the  nation,  what  measures  of  re- 
formation will  best  enable  them  to  fulfil 
the  trust  reposed  in  them ;  for  I  hold  every 
trading  company,  and  that  of  India  in 
particular,  to  be  trustees  for  the  state  act- 
ing upon  terms  beneficial  to  themselves. 

As  to  the  servants,  I  scorn  the  thought 
of  proceeding  upon  a  vindictive  principle 
towards  any  of  them.  I  believe  many  of 
them  to  be  men  of  integrity,  others  to 
have  been  led  astray  by  such  sorts  of 
temptation  as  human  nature  cannot  resist. 
The  greater  part  of  the  evils  will  be  found 
to  be  deeply  rooted  in  the  constitution, 
which  18  framed  to  excite  and  give  play  to 
the  vicious  passions  of  men.  I  would  not 
St  the  iiime  time  check  my  enouiry,  for 
iear  of  stumbling  upon  a  cnminu — should 
such  crimes  appear  as  would  make  it  a 
duty  in  parliament  to  take  notice  of  them, 
chastisement  will  be  justice,  not  hostility. 
I  only  mean  that  chastisement  is  not  the 
object,  or  end  of  my  intention ;  when 
^Ksns  can  be  found  to  make  the  offence 
inapracticable  for  the  future,  the  example 
of  the  offender  is  unnecessary :  therefore, 
Sir,  let  errors,  or  let  crimes,  if  such  there 
f re,  sleep,  where  they  can  do  so  without 
>i^ingement  of  our  duty— i^wiUi  my  con- 


sent let  them  sleep  for  ever—- buried  be- 
yond the  search  of  human  eye,  and  over- 
shadowed with  the  trophies  of  public  ser* 
vices,  or  of  private  virtues. 

But,  Sir,  I  shall  perhaps  be  told  that 
the  object  and  end  of  my  enquiry  is  to 
throw  the  whole  affairs  of  the  Company 
into  the  hands  of  the  crown— from  which 
the  death-blow  to  the  constitution  is  most 
to  be  apprehended— I  have  no  such  pur- 
pose— If  legislature  has  not  powers  and 
wisdom,  so  to  model  and  regulate  the.  so-' 
vereignty  of  the  state  in  India,  or  so  to 
delegate  its  powers  as  to  prevent  the  in- 
fluence of  the  crown  in  England,  let  it  ne« 
ver  be  attempted.  1  will  join  issue  with 
the  gentleman,  who,  upon  a  former  occa- 
sion, asserted  that  India  and  Great  Bri- 
tain had  better  be  swallowed  up  in  the  sea, 
than  libertv  be  endangered  by  any  exer- 
cise of  undue  weight  given  to  the  crown, 
that  mightmake.it  preponderate  over  the 
otlier  brandies  of  the  state — Though  a 
servant  of  the  crown,  I  am  not  less  a  ser- 
vant of  the  public ;.  it  is  my  confidence,  and 
my  happinesa,  that  I  serve  a  sovereign  to 
whom  I  shall  most  effectually  recommend 
myself  by  services  to  the  public ;  but  had 
it  been  otherwise,  I  trust  I  should  have 
been  found  to  bear  a  heart  devoted  to  this 
constitution,  and  capable  of  making  any 
sacrifice  to  support  it.  I  scorn  therefore 
the  idea  of  acting  a  part  upon  any  undue 

{)rinciple — let  i'esolutia|s  grow  out  of  facts; 
et  remedy  spring  Mnresolutions— I  only 
contend,  that  if  by  some  means  sovereignty 
and  law  are  not  separated  from  trade,  the 
words  of  the  honourable  gentleman,  to 
whom  I  alluded  before,  will  be  a  prophecy, 
and  India  and  Great  Britain  will  be  sunk 
and  overwhelmed,  never  to  rise  again— 
but  charters,  Sir,  I  Mall  be  told  are  sab- 
ered things — they  are  so,  and  to  touch 
them  with  the  hand  of  the  crown,  or 
any  other  single  branch  of  the  legisla- 
ture, would  be  sacrilege.'  Charters  are 
sacred — so  are  crowns;  so.  is  yet  more 
sacred  the  religion  of  the  country ;  but 
when  by  a  long  series  of  .abuses,  the  one 
is  degenerated  from  her  first  beauty  and 
simplicity,  to  the  grossest  bigotry  and  su- 
perstition ;  when  the  other,  by  a  course  of 
corruption,  is  perverted  from  the  only 
principle  upon  which  free  government 
can  exist,  the  good  of  the  people,  has  any 
wise  legislature,  has  this  legislature  hesi- 
tated to  apply  a  remedy  ? — we  sit  here  at 
this  hour  m  the  full  enjoyment  of  our  civil 
and  religious  liberties,  happy  examples  of 
the  powers,  aiid  of  the  rectitude  of  our  ai^- 
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tha  gtaaleU  duifttt.  H«  ralalediitory 
that  happaiied  k  the  Roman  8ettafee.whei« 
a  gtaat  man  brought  homa  wiih  hia 
SOOfiOOL^  ase  huiidradtboiiiand  of  which 
he  waa  iatkfied  with  for  bimself,  aootber 
handrad  thoutand  he  sa?a  to  bribe  the 
•enatei  and  the  third  handced  tbounnd 
among  the  dumb  votat:  oq  which  he  ob- 
servedt  that  he  wai  afraid  the  Romaostorf 
might  be  aMllcabiot  io  a  oartain  degree, 
to  some  foAia  in  Britain. 

Mr.  Thoma$  Tamuk^nd  ipoke  ttrooglj 
againat  the  enquiry  being'  made  by  as^ 
mU  eommitteo.  I  agree  with  yoU|  (laid 
be)  to  admit  the  propriety  and  even  m* 
oataitj  of  an  eoauiry  i  we  differ  oolj  ii 
the  mode.  A  sdect  committee  is  not  ac* 
countable  for  Ita.conduot.  An  eiK]uiry, 
therefore,  by  the  board  of  trade,  or  pmj 
eouncilv  would  be  preferabbt  m  ^^i  ^ 
aoMnable  to  justice.  Consider,  who  are 
the  persona  aooaC  likely  to  eeopoie  thii 
committee :  men  devoted  to  the  mioittry, 
men  picked  out  of  Che  House  to  aenrei 
partieular  purpose.  la  not  sodi  s  BDiil 
number  of  such  persone  mom  likely  tsbe 
inflaenoed  by  the  cu)prita»  by  the  mbobi, 
than  the  whole  House  ?  The  miniatiyi  it 
is  true,  can  '  carrr  any  iquestioD  is  tbi 
House  as  well  aa  in  the  comoiittee;  bat 
what  then  i  The  proceedings  of  the  coo- 
mictee  are  seeret«  and  never  pi4>liihed; 
at  least,  nothing  bot  the  genersl  resolu* 
turns  are  nobllshed :  hence  it  will  be  in  af 
fiear  of  puUic  censure ;  whereas  the  in^ 
actions  of  the  House  are  soon  knotnto  | 
the  workL  In  the  House,  we  have  the 
chance  of  a  controul  from  some  membcf^ 
of  the  opfXMition,  and  from  the  public  n 
general:  in  the  committee^  we  have  oa 
chance  of  a  controul.  The  idea  ofa  coo* 
mittee  seems  therefore  absurd.— He  bU- 
ed,  that  he  thought  thev  should  have  hM 
this  entity  brought  in  by  administraiMS) 
aa  there  was  aomething  aUuding  to  it  » 
the  Kii^s  Speech  ;  but  that  tlireenoods 
were  now  elapaed  and  no  notice  had 
been  taken  of  it»  eaceptiog  by  an  bob 
gentleman  imlependent  of  SAmvmtn^ 

Lord  North  said,  he  was  glad  to  fifid 
the  affiurs  of  the  Eaat  Indies  taken  up  by 
a  gentleman  unconnected  withadauaatfl^ 
tion;  thata  Bill  had  been  brougbtisJV 
one  of  the  directors,  wbieb  he  tboqgf 
was  much  more  proper,  than  if  bresgl*.^^ 
by  adminiatration;  but  that  he  ceruio^ 
should  be  for  inakinff  the  enqaiiy  b^i 
aeiect  committee^and  should  asva  bec0| 
for  it  the  first  day  of  the  sesskm,  ss  he  a»- 
«qr«tkonght  it  tbe  most  peeper  sasdfr 


NH  refermation  and  favohitkm. 
tJpen  this  priaciple  therefore^  and  upon 
this  alonot  that  an  umpreeedeoted  eonour* 
fence  of  circumstances  has  produced  On 
unpreeedenied  extgenev,  wouki  I  apply 
the  doetrine  of  the  Reformation,  end  the 
Revolution,  to  the  India  eoropany^a  char- 
tera,  and  I  would  blend  timt  doctrine  with 
every  oooaideratlon  of  equity  and  com« 
peasatioB,  to  satisfy  the  interest  of  the  par« 
tica  concemsd,  while  it  applied  to  tlie 
Gomasen  inceieat  and  common  salvation 
of  India  and  Great  Britam. 

Need  1  urge  any  further  eicitemenu  ? 
The  fate  of  a  great  povtidn  of  the  gkibe, 
the  fate  of  great  states  in  which  your  own 
ia  involved,  the  distresses  of  fifteen  miUkms 
of  people,  the  rights  of  humanity  are  in- 
volved in  thia  questum.-«-^ood  God  I 
irimt  a  call^tkc  native  of  lodoatan,  born 
a  slave«*his^neck  bent  from  the  very  cra^ 
die  to  the  yoke-*4»y  birth,  bjr  education, 
hj^  dknate,  by  religion,  a  patient,  submis* 
aive,  willing  aubject  to  eastern  de^otism, 
first  begins  to  feel,  flmt  shakes  his  chaina, 
Ibr  the  first  tkne  complabM  wider  the  pre- 
eminence of  British  tyranny. 

It  only  ramaina  for  me  to  sute  the  sort 
ef  committee  for  which  I  wish.  A  com* 
nittee  of  the  whole  House,  with  the  busi* 
neas  of  the  session  which  remains  unfinish- 
ed,  could  sit  but  seldom,  and  at  this  bte 
aeason  mast  be  inefiectual. 

A  sdect  committee,  I  confess,  has  ge^ 
DoraUy  been  the  committee  of  the  minis- 
ter; lists  of  names  conveyed  from  the  trea- 
auiy  have  often  had  the  fortune  to  be 
adopted  by  the  majority.  Sir,  I  have  not 
proposed  this  idea  without  thinking  of  that 
ebjectmn,  but  I  do^ot  believe  it  is  intend- 
ed to  check  this  enquiry  by  such  means 
^I  have  a  furrier  %M>nfidence,  I  do  not 
believe  this  would  succeed  if  they  w^ere 
tried.  I  shall  therefore,  Sir,  propose  a 
eoeamtttee  of  thirty-one,  with  a  proper^ 
tionable  quorum  to  »t  in  the  holidays; 
and  should  meana  be  found  to  continue 
their  operations  during  the  summer,  I  do 
not  believe  there  is  a  member  who  couldbe 
called  to  that  committee,  who  would  not 
forego  all  private  avocations  or  conveniens 
cies  for  proaecuting  that  great  essential 
public  duty.  I  therefore  move,  **  That  a 
CoBsmictee  be  appointed  to  enquire  into 
the  nature,  state,  and  condition  of  the 
East  India  company,  and  of  the  British 
aflhirs  in  India.'' 

Sir  fVH&m  Meredith  seconded  the  mo- 
tion. He  urged  the  necessity  for  such  an 
onquiryi  as  milUona  of  people  were  under 
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Lord  Irnham,  colonel  Luttrell,  Mr. 
Dowdeswelly  and  Mr.  Cornwally  objected 
to  the  enquiry  being  made  by  a  select 
committee^  saying,  that  they  might  as  well 
have  DO  enquiry  at  all ;  for  that  the  select 
committee  never  came  in  their  enquiries 
to  any  thing ;  and,  therefore,  that  the  ap- 
pointment of  one  tended  only  to  deceive 
the  people,  and  would  be  ineffectual.  Sir 
Geor^  Colebrooke  said,  that,  as  one  of 
the  dtreptors,  be  could  not  but  vote  for  an 
enquiry. 

Colonel  Burr/ said,  an  enquiry  ought  to 
be  made,  M  more  cruelties  had  been  prac- 
tised IB  that  country  than  even  in  Mexico: 
but  he  condemned  administration  for  not 
bringing  on  the  enauiry  before:  the  noble 
lord  toid  us  (said  he)  that,  in  the  begin- 
ning of  the  session,  he  was  in  confusion  ; 
ronfugioD,  in  the  middle  too  we  fire  in 
and  in  confusion  we  shall  end  f  but,  how- 
ever, as  I  have  always  been  for  an  en- 
quiry, I  am  glad  to  accept  this  rather  than 
none.  As  to  the  Bill  proposed  to  be 
brought  in  fbr  the  better  regulation  of  af«* 
fairs  in  the  east,  I  must  observe  that  it 
wDI  give  little  more  relief  to  that  large 
wound,  which  I  can  scarcely  find  words  to 
describe,  than  a  bit  of  ladies'  sticking- 
plftister, 

^Ir,  Dempster  objected  greatly  to  the 
wquiry  by  the  select  committee,  saying 
he  was  sure  it  would  end  in  nothing ;  that 
he  remembered  a  few  of  those  committee!^ 
b'lt  never  finmd  they  came  to  any  thing 
decisive;  and,  therefore,  that  a  committee . 
of  the  whole  House  would  be  the  most 
proper. 

Mr.  Bdmufid  Burke  spoke  warmly 
■gainst  raakmg  any  enquiry.  When  dis- 
cretionary power  (said  he)  is  lodged  fn 
^e  hands  of  any  man,  or  class  of  men, 
experience:  proyea,  that  it  will  always  be 
^ed.  Tqis  has  been  the  case  with  the 
Eail  India  Company.  That  charter,  which 
^Mwell  enougn  calculated  for  Ihe  pur- 
poses of  a  factory,  becomes  totally  insuffi- 
oenl  upon  the  acquisition  of  extensive 
^tories.  Hence  unlimited  authority 
W!  neeessarily  into  tfce  hands  of  their  go- 
»«njor8.  The  directors,  attentive  to  the 
^tension  of  their  trade,  had  not  time, 
''w  perhaps  capacity,  to  make  general  re- 
8«Jiitions  sufficient  for  the  good  govem- 
*e»l  of  so  great  an  empire :  and,  had  they 
■^n  possessed  of  both  these  requisites, 
y«  ibey  wanted  the  power  to  exert  them. 
2"^  why  haye  they  now  applied  far  a  new 
Jjarter?    The    thing   speaks  for   ttsdf. 

ibey  coott  only  act  iritliin  thdr  charter, 


and  send  to  their  goyemors  directions,  and 
directions  too  that  were  not  binding  in 
law,  no  competent  authority  hating  been 
delegated  to  them  by  the  leaidature. 
Does  It  .not  follow  from  this,  that  thejf 
were  obliged  to  leave  their  goyemors  a 
discretionary  powtsr?  But  how  was  the 
governor  to  keep  in  awe  the  Company's 
servants,  who  knew  that  he  did  not  denve 
his  authority  from  law,  and  that  they  could 
not  be  punished  for  disobedience  beyond 
the  ditch  of  Calcutta  ^  In  order  to  pre* 
serve  some  kind  of  subordination,  he  was 
forced  occasionally  to  act  the  despot,  and 
to  terrify  the  refractory  by  the  am  of 
power  or  violence. 

This,  Sir,  I  betieve,  you  will  find  to  bt 
the  genuine  source  of  that  arbitrary  con* 
duet  chared  upon  the  late  governors  in 
Bengal.  Where  no  laws  exist,  men  most 
be  arbitrary ;  and  very  necessary  acta  of 
government  will  of^en  be,  in  such^case^ 
represented  by  the  interested  and  malevo- 
lent as  instancies  6f  wanton  oppresaioD. 
Suppose  some  examples  of  real  tyranny  to 
have  occurred,  does  it  thence  follow,  that 
the  govemors  w^re  culpable?  Is  it  not 
possible,  that  they  were  misinfonned  ?  la 
such  a  multiplicity  of  afiairs,  and  in  a  go- 
vernment without  laws,  some  eoormitiea 
must  have  been  eomroitted."  Buf^who  ara 
the  blameable  persons  ?  Not  the  Company, 
nor  the  Conipany^s  servants,  who  have  not 
done  what  experience  telYs  us  is  above  th« 
reach  of  humanity,  and  what  they  had  not 
legal  right  to  do ;  but  those  wlio  did  noC, 
upon  the  acquisition  of  such  vast  territo- 
ries, compose  for  their  use  a  compreheo- 
jive  and  well-digeated  code  af  "laws,  fbt 
the  rule  of  every  man's  coaduet.  Had 
the  ministry,  upon  a  former  oecasion, 
adopted  this  plan,  as  they  were  advised, 
we  should  not  now  be  debating  this  point, 
nor  should  we  have  heard  that  the  net 
revenues  of  Bengal  are  sunk  to  less  thaa 

doo,ooo;. 

In  fact.  Sir,  admintstration  is,  ia  thh 
case,  the  only  culprit.  The  East  India 
Company  is  not  punishable  for  not  per- 
forming what  no  body  of  men  in  their  ci^-. 
cumstances  ever  did  or  will  perform.  It 
is  the  men  who  are  at  the  holm  of  aAdrs, 
and  who  neglected,  or  wanted  capacitgr 
and  inclination  to  BMike  the  proper  ar- 
rangements, that  ought  to  be  tiie  ohjeeta^ 
of  public  and  parliamentary  vertgeane^. 
They  would,  as  all  fbnner  mtnisters  have 
done,  on  the  like  occasions,  make  the 
Company  and  its  servants,  their  scapd- . 
goats  i  but  it  is  to^beboped,  tbst  w&haie 
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niore  sagacity  than  to  sufier  them  to  sa- 
crifice a  Byng  or  two  to  their  own  secu- 
rity.. Through  the  mismanagement  of 
those  who  sit  at  the  helm  of  affairs,  the 
evil  has  spread  too  widely  to  be  probed  to 
the  bottom.  A  general  amnesty  or  act  of 
oblivion  for  what  is  past  will  be  the  most 
rational  method  of  proceeding;  as  in  a 
civil  war,  where  a  whole  nation  is  engaged 
on  either  side,  I  would  have  mutucd  for- 
giveness take  place.  Exact  retribution 
for  every  irregularity  would  be  the  height 
of  folly ;  it  would  only  make  the  public 
wounds  fester  and  rankle  to  an  extreme. 

Let  us.  Sir,  consider  that,  if  the  Company 
is  not  without  demerit,  it  has  also  merit  to 
plead.  To  whom  do  we  owe  the  million 
and  a  half  which  the  East  India  trade  an- 
nually brings  into  the  Exchequer,  but  to 
tlie  men  who  are  now  accused  ?  Let  us 
weigh  their  virtues  and  their  vices  in  op- 
posite scales,  and  we  shall-  find  that  their 
afiairs  only  deserve  regulation,  and  not 
themselves  punishment.  The  authority  of 
the  Company  l.would  not  have  diminisned 
in  India  by  any  severe  animadversion. 
Let  tlie  people  of  Bengal  be  not  taught  to 
despise  them,  by  finding  their  authority 
limited  and  circumscribed.  It  is  enough 
that  we  provide  for  the  good  government 
of  that  country  for  the  future.  When 
they  have  so  widely  extended  our  empire 
.  and  commerce,  when  they  have' so  greatly 
augmented  our  naval  power,  as  to  have  a 
fleet  of  merchantmen  equal  to  the  royal 
navy  of  Great  Britain,  fe^  us  not  check  I 
their  growth  by  sinking  them  in  the  esti- 
mation of  foreigners,  but  cherish  and 
foster  them  as  our  own  children,  or  rather 
ourselves ;  for  upon  our  union  our  safety 
depends.  .Hindostan  should  not.  know, 
that  the  legislature  and  the  Company  difier 
in  opinion  ;  but  rather,  that  such  harmony 
subsists  between  them  as  to  render  them 
.in  effect  tlie  same. 

The  motion  for  a  Select  Committee  was 
carried  without  a  division. 

April  16.  The  Select  Committee  of 
81  members  was  chosen  by  ballot,  and  the 
following  is  a  list  of  the  names  of  the  gen- 
tlemen who  compose  it:  Colonel  Bur- 
goyne,  sir  W.  Meredith,  sir  George  Sa- 
vile,  lord  George  Germain,  Mr.  Rose  Ful- 
ler, Mr.  F.  Vane,  col.  Barr6,  Mr.  Solicitor 
'  General,  lord  Howe,  Mr.  R.  Sutton,  Mr. 
Attorney  General,  Mr.  Thomas  Pitt,  Mr. 
W.  Ellis,  sir  Gilbert  Elliot,  Mr.  G.  Rice, 
Mr.  Puhenev,  Mr.  C.  J.  Fox,  Mr.  Corn- 
wall,  lord  f'olkestone,  general  Conway, 
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Mr.  Hotham/  Mr.  H.  Ongley,  Mr.  G. 
Johnstone,  Mr.  Alderman  Trecothick,  Mr. 
Edward  Bacon,  Mr.  A.  Curzon,  sir  John 
Turner,  captain  Phipps,  Mr.  Oregon', 
lord  Clive,  Mr.  Strachey. 

Sir  George  Saviie  informed  the  House, 
that  he  wished  to  decline  being  one  of  the 
committee :  that  it  was  a  sort  of  rule,  tliat 
a  member,  being  against  the  whole  of  a 
Bill,  ought  not  to  be  on  the  committee 
on  such  Bill;  that  he  therefore,  beiog 
against  the  whole  system  of  India  afiairs, 
ought  not  to  be  on  that  committee.  He 
looked  on  their  trade  as  destructive,  either 
from  bringing  in  too  great  an  increase  of 
money,  which  weuld  overturn  the  liberty 
of  this  country,  or  from  many  of  the  im* 
portations,  tea  especially,  being  destruc- 
tive of  the  healths  of  the  people  of  Bog- 
land.  He  also  protested  against  the  ter- 
ritorial acquisitions/  as  public  robberies, 
in  the  name  of  the  kingdom :  that  in  abet- 
ting, in  any  sort,  this  kind  of  transaction, 
he  should  look  on  himself  as  an  accom- 
plice :  he  therefore  hoped  the  Hou.«e 
would  not  think  he  meant  any  disrespect 
in  not  attending  the  Committee. 

Debate  in  the  Commons  tm  the  Eai  \ 
India  Judicature  BiU.'\  The  same  day. 
Mr.  Sulivan  presented  to  the  House  ac' 
cording  to  order,  a  Bill  "  for  the  bet- 
ter Regulation  of  the  Afiairs  of  the  East 
India  Company,  and  of  their  servanU  Id 
India,  and  for  the  due  administratioo  of 
justice  in  Bengal."  The  same  was  read  a , 
first  time. 

May  4.  On  a  motion  that  the  Bill  be 
read  a  second  time;  the  House  divided. 
The  Noes  went  forth.  I 

Tellers. 

Yeas  J^i'  ^^^^^^  Colebrooke     i  ^ 
I  Mr.  Sulivan        -    .    -    J 

J  Mr.  Johnston     -    -    -    j 
So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative.    | 

May  18.  On  a  motion  for  goiog  ii^to  ^ 
Committee  on  the  said  Bill, 

Mr.  Comivall  rose  and  said : 

Mr.  Speaker ;  having  all  along  dift* 
approved  of  the  present  Bill,  both  on  df^ 
count  of  the  matter,  and  the  maoner  iS 
which  it  was  introduced,  and  having  bee* 
lately  appointed  one  of  the  select  coouiut* 
tee  ror  enquiring  into  the  state  of  the  E" 
Inda  Company)  1  tannoi  help  eaierr 
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ing  myprotett  against  yoar  leaving  Ihe 
cbair.  1  have  attended  that  committee 
more  doaely  than  moat  other  gentlemen ; 
tod  from  what  I  can  see,  the  course  of 
their  eoquiry  will  furnish  this  House  with 
vei^  material  hghts.  But  then  it  will  be 
be  impossible  for  them  this  session  to  go 
through  a  twentieth  part  of  Uie  task  im-> 
poMd  upon  them*  Will  you  then,  while 
U  11  impossible ,  for  you  to  come  at  nine- 
teen parts  in  twenty  of  the  necessary  in- 
forouUipn,  proceed  to  establii^  a  system  of 
permanent  laws  and  regulations  for  so  great 
so  empire  as  Bengal  ?  Consult  your  Jour- 
nals; you  will  never  be  able  to  find  a 
liogle  example  of  proceeding  thus  ex* 
farte.  Consider  that  this  act  is  not 
intended  for  a  temporary  expedient,  but 
for  a  lasting  if  not  a  perpetual  charter.  I 
do  not  mean  to  tell  tales -out  of  school; 
but  1  will  venture  to  promise,  that  the  re-f 
port  of  the  select  committee  will  contain 
matter  very  proper  for  your  consideration 
on  this  occasion.  Drop,  then,  the  idea  of 
passvie  an  Act,  while  a  committee  of  your 
own  House  sits  deliberatmg  upon  the  sub- 
ject, and  finds  matter  growing  upon  their 
hands  to  such  a  degree,  that  it  will  be  im- 
possible for  them  to  come  to  a  final  con- 
clusion before  the  end  of  the  next  session 
of  parliament.  This  idea  it  was  that  in- 
duoed  roe  to  propose  to  the  House  the 
erection  of  a  court  consisting  of  a  few  per- 
sons, for  the  special  purpose  of  enquiring 
into  the  state  of  East  India  affairs,  and  of 
having  a  report  ready  for  the  House  after 
the  recess.  Since  my  plan  did  not  take 
place,  I  beseech  you  to  await  the  issue  of 
four  own.  The  present  Bill  has  not  come 
mto  the  House  in  the  regular  and  usual 
manner.  We  are  not  properly  informed^ 
whether  it  does  or  does  not  come  from  the 

arietors.  If  it  does,  why  did  they  not 
. .  /  by  petition,  and  prove  the  allegations 
contained  in  it  at  your  bar?  We  should 
uus  have  something  firm  and  solid  to 
K^p»  not  a  mere  shadow,  which  nobody 
will  avow.  We  are  going  to  redress  griev- 
ttices,  the  existence  of  which  has  not  been 
**certained  in  a  judicial  and  parliamentary 
n^anoer.  Not  a  single  witness  has  been 
examined  at  your  bar.  Had  tliis  plan  been 
purtued,  it  would,  I  believe,  have  appear- 
w,that  the  present  complaints  concerning 
ute  mal-adniinistration  of  justice  in  Bengd 
•nse  from  the  charter  granted  to  the  Com- 
Ptoy  about  20  years  ago.  I  am  pretty 
Jeu  informed,  that  before  that  period 
™»c  were  few  or  no  complaints,  and  few 
w  no  reasons  to  complain,  but  such  as 
[VOL.  XVII.]  ^ 
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will  happen  in  thebest  governed  countries. 
The  old  charter  was  found  to  answer  verj 
well  all  the  purposes  of  the  settlement* 
Would  it  not  be  worth  while,  before  we 
enter  upon  new  regulations,  to  enquire 
whether  the  restoration  of  the  old  might 
not  effect  every  good  purpose  intended  by 
this  new  court  of  justice  ?  For  these  and 
various  other  reasons,  which  will  naturally 
occur  to  every  gentleman,  and  which  for 
fear  of  exhausting  the  patience  of  the 
House,  I  omit,  I  must,  though  I  should  be 
single  in  the  motion,  oppose  your  leaving 
the  chair. 

Mr.  Ta/wuend  said,  that  the  hon.  gen» 
tleman  needed  not  to  be  afraid  of  being 
single  in  supporting  so  reasonable  a  propo« 
sition ;  that  not  only  for  the  reasons  al- 
ready urged  he  must  second  him,  but  like* 
wise  for  this,  that  he  had  never  heard  any 
argument  for  proceeding  in  theaffiairwith^ 
out  the  lights  expected  from  the  commit* 
tee,  but  one,  namely,  that  we  might,  upon 
the  general  principles  of  reason  and  pohcy, 
frame  a  system  of  laws  d  priori  for  any 
country,  and  therefore  for  Bengal ;  that 
this  doctrine  appeared  to  him  as  absurd  aa 
if  any  one  should  insist,  that  because  a 
taylor  had  a  general  idea  of  making  a  coat, 
he  would  be  able  to  fit  his  particular  per- 
son without  having  seen  or  ever  measured 
him*  ^ 

.  Mr.  Rose  Fuller  said,  that  there  waa 
certainly  something,  apparently  absurd  and 
unparliamentary  in  the  present  mode  of 
pacing  the  Bill ;  but,  however,  that  there 
were  in  it  some  regulations  so  notoriously 
wanted,  and  so  evidently  beneficial,  that  it 
would  be  a  pity  to  crush  it  all  at  once  by 
such  a  motion. 

Mr.  WhUvoorih  said,  that  if  this  motioR 
succeeded,  15  millions  of  people  would  re« 
main  two  years  without  any  relief  from  the 
intolerable  grievances  under  which  they 
now  laboured;  that  therefore  he  was  for 
going  into  the  committee,  and  for  rejecting 
what  was  improper,  and  amending  what 
admitted  of  amendment ;  that  though  they 
had  not  taken  exact  measure  of  the  people 
of  Bengal,  and  therefore  could  not  exactly 
fit  them  with  coats,  yet,  as  they  were  ab- 
solutely naked,  it  was  but  charity  to  send 
them  a  few  rags  to  cover  their  nucedness; 
that,  if  the  hon.  gentleman,  who  introduc- 
ed the  story  of  the  taylor,  were  in  their 
situation,  that  is,  without  anv  coat  at  all, 
he  would  be  glad  of  a  blanket  or  rug  to 
cover  him  from  the  inclemency  of  the  sea- 
sons, from  the  rapacity  of  the  Company's 
servants. 
[8H] 
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The  question    being   put,    Aat   the 
Speaker  do  leave  the  chair;  the^House 
divided.    The  Noes  went  forth. 
Tellers. 

V-*-  5  Sir  George  Colebrooke     l  .^ 
:^=^MMr.SuUvftn       .    .    .     i^ 

^^^^iMr.CornwaU     -    -.  -     i  ^ 

80  it  was  resolved  in  the  afBmiativeyand 
then  the  House  resolved  itself  into  the  said 
committee. 

;  The  preamble  pessed  withoot  any  oppo- 
sition ;  but  when  the  Clerk  read  that  part 
which  gives  the  directors  the  nomination 
of  the  judges, 

-  Mr.  Cornwall  said,  that  without  a  single 
witness  examined  on  such  an  essential  al- 
teration in  the  constitution,  he  could  not 
possibly  give  it  his  consent;  and  that,  if 
the  patrons  of  the  Bill  were  not  prepared 
to  give  him  this  siitisfaction,  he  must  move 
that  the  chairman  should  leave  the  diair. 
Mr.  fVelbare  Ellis  said,  that  it  appeared 
•trange  to  him  that  such  a  clause  should 
be  proposed ;  that,  according  to  the  con- 
stitution of  this  country,  aU  justice  flowed 
from  the  crown ;  that  the  crown  was  not 
to  be  robbed  of  this  ancient  prerogative 
without  just  grounds;  that,  whatever  pre- 
fogatives  the  crown  possessed,  it  possessed 
for  the  benefit  of  the  subject,  and  that, 
when  the  exercise  of  ^hem  did  not  tend 
to  the  benefit  of  the  subject,  it  ojight  to 
be  div^ted  of  them,  but  that  it  had  not 
yet  been  proved  thut  the  prerogative  in' 
question  was  of  this  kind :  that,  ff  he  was 
not  mistaken,  it  was  inseparable  not  only 
f^m  the  form  but  the.  essence  of  our  con- 
atitution,  and  could  not  be  touched  with- 
out danger ;  that,  if  it  was  altered,  the 
rest  of  the  system  myst  be  altered  to  make 
k  uniform  and  consistent :  tlmt  the  object 
of  this  clause  of  the  Bill  was  to  supply 
Bengal  with  a  bench  of  independent 
Judges.  But  who  so  proper  as  nb  Ma- 
jesty to  choose  able  and  independent  men  ? 
Who  so  improper  as  the  directors  i  His 
Majesty  could  have  no  interest  whatever 
but  that  of  the  public  to  direct  his  choice. 
The  directors  mi^ht  be  influenced  by 
various  considerations  apt  to  lead  them 
•stray.  What  so  common  b  Bengal  as  to 
aee  causes,  in  which  the  Company  and  the 
directors  were  deeply  concerned,  come 
into  courts  of  .justice  i  was  it  not  there- 
fore necessary  that  the  judges  should  be 
under  no  controul  from .  gratitude,  from 
prpmises  made  on  either  side,  from  ex* 
pectation  or.  apprehension?    The   chief 
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grievance  now  opomlaioed  of  is  the  m* 
umited  power  of  the  ocecutive  bcanch,  of 
the  council  and  its  dependent  magistrsteg. 
What  check  so  proper  as  such  jcdga} 
To  me  they  seem  the  best  obopterpoiN 
that  can  possibly  be  placed  Sn  the  oppo* 
site  scale.  These  thoughts  he  sugnMed, 
he  said,  to  tfaecotsidesraon  of  the  UoQie, 
before  they  would  venture  on  this  mea- 
sure, but  desired  tihem  to  take  nolice  thsl 
he  made  no  motion,  as  he  had  not  sofid* 
ently  weighed  the  matter  to  take  a  d^ 
cided  part  on  either  side^ 

Mr.  Attorney  General  Tiurh0  en* 
forced  the  arguments  of  the  last  speaker, 
and  added  that  though  the  chaners  of  the 
colonies  granted  them  a  legislative  aotho- 
rity,.yet  the  nomination  of  the  judges 
was  left  to  the  crown  as  its  unalienable  pr^ 
rogaUve;  that  the  point  seemed  to  him  so 
essential  that,  if  the  friends  of  the  BUt 
would  not  give  it  up,  he  would  job  thi 
hon.  gentleman,  who  mav^  that  the  cbair 
should  be  left ;  for  that  he  had  as  lief  Ion 
the  Bill  as  so  invaluable  a  jewel  in  hii 
Majestjr's  crown. 

Mr.  JVhittoortk  adopted  the  same  sent!* 
mehts  and  languisge. 

Mr.  Sulimn  said  that,  if  the  Atton^ 
General  and  his  friends  meant  at  thii 
dause  to  make'a  stand  against  the  Bill,  be  | 
would,  sooner  than  eive  i|p  that  point,  or  ! 
suffer  the  Company  for  whom  he  acted  to 
be  curtailed  of  a  power  whidi  they  al* 
ready  possessed  by  charter,  join  him  ia 
voting  for  the  chairman's  quitting  bii 
place. 

Sir  George  Colebrooke  sfud : 

Sir ;  I  i^ree  in  opinion  with  the 
gentlemen  who  thmk  that,  if  the  nomioi- 
tion  of  the  judges  be  vested  in  his  Ma- 
jesty, we  are  fikely  to  be  supplied  vith 
the  -most  able  and  the  best  qualified  per* 
sons.  Those  will  accept  offices  ftomnim 
in  expectation  of  higher  prefennent  in 
consequence  of  their  good  behavioar,  who 
for  want  of  equal  prospects  would  refoso 
the  same  from  other  men.  This  I  have 
heard  complained  of  by  those  who  bare 
had  occasion  to  make  the  trial.  For  the 
hon.  gentleman,  who  says  that  the  noou* 
nation  of  the  judges  in  all  the  cnloniea  « 
vested  in  his  Majesty,  is  mistaken  io  the 
matter  of  facL  He  does  not  ncmiinate  the 
judges  in  all  the  colonies.  That  power  is 
m  some  lodged  in  the  Imnds  of  the  pro* 
prietors.  Why,  then,  is  it  alleged  that 
this  is  a  prerogative  inherent  and  unsiieo- 
ableia  the  crowni  In  th^ie  cases  at  wel 
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al  io  that  df  thb  Eatt-India  Company;  as 
matten  now  stand,  this  power  (or  prero- 
gative if  you  will)  is  separated  from  the  ' 
croim,  and  put  into  other  hands*  Has 
toy  evil  arisen  from  this  alteration  in  the 
coBstitutioDy  for  it  is  of  too  long  standing 
to  be  called  aii  innovation?  I  have  nerer 
lieard  that  justice  was  worse  administered 
m  the  proprietary  than  in  the  chartered 
gorernments,  in  wose  where  hia  Majesty 
appoints  than  in  those  where  he -does  ndt 
^point.  Let  us  not  then  hear  it  more 
urged,  that  this  dause  in  this  Bill  contains 
anything  new  or  unconstitutionaL  The 
enmro  is  certainly  more  jedous  of  the 
MTord  than  of  any.  other  preroeattre ;  yet 
I  never  heard  it  urged  as  an  ohjection  to 
die  Bast  India  recruitmg.  Bill,  hrougiht 
into  the  House  lasH  year,  th^  it  gave  the 
Sectors  of  the  Cmnpahy  .the  nomination 
of  the  offlceriL  If  the  nomioition  of  the 
judges  be  so  important  to  the  crown,  how 
came  the  aominaition  of  much  more  im- 
portant officers  not  to  be  daimed?  Does 
the  largenera  of  the  salarir  proposed  to  he 
given  awaken  ininifterial  attention?  Be 
this  SB  it  may,  I  believe  the  intended  ap- 

C'  tments  will  Easily  secure  men  of  ta- 
(,  and  men  of  diaracter.  Why,  then. 
ifaoold  the  Company's  charter  be  altered 
in  tUi  particular  I  Have  they  not  a  mu- 

S'act?  Do  they  not  hold  courts  mar- 
\  May  they  not^with  equd  propriety 
hold  courts  of  justice  under  a  similar  act 
of  partiam^nt?  The  matter  will  not  ad- 
nit  of  dispute.  If  officers  chosen  by  them 
GUI  exercise  every  power  of  a  court  mar- 
tial, officers' of  their  election  may  exercise 
every  kind  of  judicial  authority. 

Mr.  j^olicitof  General  Wedderhurn  : 

Sir;  I  am  surprised  to  hear  the 
'"o^iisp  that  is  now  hdd  by  the  h'on« 
gentleoMkn  who  broUght  in  this  Bill  (Mr. 
SoUvaD).  It  is  much  better  calculated 
ftr  the  meridian  of  Calcutta  than  of  West^ 
loiiuter.  When  it  is  not  moved,  but  sim* 
ply  hinted  in  niiodetit  and  guarded  terms, 
jbst  the  first  dause  of  this  Bill  desoanda  a 
"tfc  conriderafion,  before  it  recdves  ypur 
<^carrenee,  the  dictator  of  LeadenMll 
V^  uptrend  roundly  declares,  that  if  you 
inm  to  make  a  stand  here,  md  to  curtail 
the  Colnpany  of  any  of  its  rights,  he  will 
^&r  thnVwmg  out  the  b3i.  Where, 
^  to  whom  does  he  think  he  is  tdlking} 
^  ^  the  House  of  Command,  or  the 
{^  of  the  Mterbt  cfMomitte^  m  the  India* 
^''^l  I  ^oHi^n  I  an  obliged  to  lode 
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nise  thitf  to  be  St.  Stephen's  diapel.  I 
have  heard  that  the  committed  were  mO"* 
aatchs ;  but  surely  this  ip  i^t  the  place  te 
act  the  monarch.  Suppose  the  minister, 
or  any  oth^r  that  may  happen  to  sit  in  hie 
place,  were  to  bring  in  a  Bill,  and  to  tell 
the  House,  "  This  is  my  ^ill — I  framed  it 
-^it  is  my  work,  and  you  must  adopt  it  io.' 
the  gross ;  if  you  alter,  or  but  hint  thai 
you  dter^  a  single  clause  or  iota,  I  will 
get  up  and  tell  you,  that  I  will,  vote  for 
the  rejection  of  the  whole.'*  Suppose,  I 
say,  this  to  be  the  case,  how  would  parlia* 
ment  relish  such  laneuage  I  It  would  cer<« 
taihlv  make  the  mincte.of  the  most  servile 
revolt.  And  is  it  less  disgusting  In  tlie> 
minister  of  the  East-India  Company?  I 
beg  pardon,-  he  is  only  the  deputy  mi* 
nbter.  The  minister  of  mini^iterB  ia 
my- good  friend  that  honourable  baro^ 
net,  who  indeed  bears  all  his  fa^cultiee 
meekly  about  him.  Nor  is  the  other  ta 
general  destitute  of  moderation ;  he  is  in-* 
deed  a  prudent  gentleman ;  ^ut  swaiy  will 
dfbautn'the  chaBtest  minds.  Hence  he 
forj^t,  I  suppose,  that  he  was  not  here 
issuing  his  mandates  to  the  etnpire  that  he> 
governs.  He  forgot  the  terms  upon  which 
this  Bill  was  aUowed  to  make  so  great  a 
progress  in  the  House.  If  1  am  not  mis- 
taken, all  its  contents  were  not  agreeable 
to  the  ideas'  of  any  man ;  and  it  was  tole- 
rated on  tlie  footing  only  of  its  being  ca-* 
rible  of  amendment.  My  hon.  friend  and 
were  called,  not  to  the  birth,  hut  to  the* 
christening  of  tlus  foundling;  for  I  fihd^ 
tbikt  iiob(xly  avows  himself  as  its  father* 
But  I  do  assure  you,  that  I  did  not  act  afl( 
its  godfather,  nor  in  any  other  capadity 
than  that  of  a  guest,  M^ho  was  to  mdcei 
merry,  on  so  joyful  an  occasion.  And 
me^rv,  no  doubt,  we  did  make ;  for  it  was 
a  lolly  meeting,  as-  sudi  meetings  gene-^ 
rdly  are.  Hnding  that  nobody  wckild* 
own  this  Kopeftil  child,  I  begged  to  have 
a  sight  of  it,  and  with  some  difficulty  it 
was  at  length  unswaddled.  After  exa« 
minHtbn  I  did  not  find  it  proper  to  be^ 
adopted  by  me,  and  I  bdieve  it  remains  to 
thb'hour  the  child  of  the  public.  But,  to 
drop  the  metaphor,  1  never  gave  my  con* 
setit  to  have  the  substance  of  this  Bill  con<< 
sidered  as  Approved  by  me ;  and  I  think 
it  wias  uRJnstinable  in  the  hon.  gentleman, 
who  ushered  it  into  the  House,  to  nnke 
use  of  my  name.  Whatever  of  mine  ia 
offered  to  this  respectable  assembly,  I 
would  wislk  to  be  the  result  of  reflection, 
not  the  crude  and  imconnected  pi^uc« 
tioDofa'lavdicateetbgs  Up09tbewhde^ 
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the  mannier  ib  which  thiB  business  has  been 
conducted  by  the  directors,  and  the  readi- 
ness with  which  the  plan  is  given  up,  make 
me  suspect  that  no  serious  intention  was 
ever  entertained  of  dping  anj  thing  deci* 
aive  in  the  affair,  that  this  Bill  was  meant 
only  as  a  tub  to  the  whale,  as  something 
to  amuse  parliament;  and  divert  it  in  the 
end  from  taking  any  part  of  the  manage- 
ment of  East  India  concerns  from  the 
direction.  It  was  hoped,  that  tired  with 
tile  discussion  of  such  a  strange  Bill,  we 
should  at  last  resign  the  matter  into  the 
haQds  of  the  two  kings,  not  of  Brentford, 
but  of  LeadenhalK.  Why  else  was  the 
consideration  of  so  important  a  subject  put 
off  to  the  end  of  the  session,  when  few 
gentlemen  attend  ?  A  matter  of  sudi  con- 
«equence  should  have  been  brought  before 
us  when  we  were  fresh  and  active,  and  not 
now  when  we  are  jaded  and  fatigued  with 
the  toils  of  a  winter  campaign. 

Mr.  PuUeney  : 

Sir;  I  am  very  far  from  beine  of 
opinion,  that  the  nomination  of  the  judges 
should  be  lefl  to  the  crown,  in  preference 
to  the  directors  of  the  East  India  Com- 
pany ;  and  my  reasob  for  this  opinion  is, 
.  that  the  crown  has,  in  seveiral  instances, 
made  a  shameful  use  of  this  power. 
The  crown  nominates  the  judges  in  most 
of  the  colonies,  and  there  are  the  heavi- 
^t  complaints  against  its  conduct  in  that 
particular.  Nor  are  these  complaints 
without  just  grounds.  I  know  them  to 
be  well  founded  ;  many  gentlemen  in  this 
House  know  them  to  be  well  founded, 
and,  I  believe,  no  man  will  rise  up, 
and  attempt  a  iustification.  With  so 
many  recent  and  notorious  instances  oip 
the  crown's  misconduct  in  so  essential  a 
point,  in  a  point,  indeed,  the  most  essential 
of  all  others,  as  it  affects  the  administration 
of  justice;  with  such  instanceis,  I  say,  be- 
fore my  eyes,  shall  I  vote  for  enlarging 
that  authority,  which  I  see  is  abused  \ 
Were  I  so  complaisant,  I  should  very  Httle 
deserve  the  thanks  of  my  constituents. 
What  advantage,  I  beseech  you,  wiU  be 
derived  from  lodging  the  nomination  in 
the  crown,  that  you  do  not  enjoy  upon  the 
present  plan  ?  By  this  Bill,  the  approba- 
tion of  the  chancellor,  and  the  three  chief 
justices,  must  be  procured,  and  they  will 
certainly  be  less  awed  into  an  approbation 
of  improper  persons  by  the  direction  than 
ly  the  crown.  We  have  therefore,  upon 
the  whole,  a  better  chance  of  seeing  able 
and  upright  men  chosen  by  the  Company 
**an  by  the  sovereign. 
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But,  notwithstanding  what  1  have  said, 
you  must  not  imagine  that  I  am  a  friend 
to  this  Bill.  No,  Sir,  I  see  it  pregnant 
with  too  many  dangers,  to  give  it  my  con- 
currence. In  the  nrst  pla6e  it  estsblishei 
no  jury ;  all  proceedings  are,  as.  in  the 
court  of  Chancery,  to  to  by  bill  and  an- 
swer. What,  Sir,  are  the  lives  of  English- 
men to  be  taken  away  but  by  the  English 
laws?  Is  it  absolutely  impossible  to  establish 
the  fair  and  equitable  mode  of  trying  men 
by  jury  in  Bengal  ?  I  have  never  hea^  any 
other  argument  against  thisinstitutioh  but 
this,  that  there  is  not  in  Calcutta  a  sufficient 
number  of  British  subjects  to  supply  the 
rotation  of  juries.  Now,  Sir,  I  am  inform- 
ed by  those  who  know  the  state  of  that 
Elace,  that  there  are  in  it  300  British 
ouseholders,  who  mean  to  make  it  their 
constant  abode.  Is  not  this  number  suffi- 
cient for  the  present?  And  will  not  the 
establishment  of  a  proper  ^steni  of  laws 
encrease  them  ?  I  think  I  need  not  be 
afraid  of  being  found  a  fal^e  prophet,  if  1 
answer  in  the  affirmative. 

In  the  next  place,  this  Bill  fixes  the 
number  of  judges  at  four.  At  present 
they  are  nine,  besides  the  mayor  or  chief 
justice.  Will  you,  without  any  enquirj, 
reduce  them  from  tien  to  four?  tf  I  under* 
stand  the  Bill  right,  it  is  adculated  to  en- 
crease  rather  than  to  diminish  the  causes 
that  come  before  them.  At  present,  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  court  extends  not  be- 
yond, the  ditch  of  Calcutta;  by  this  new 
regulation,  it  will  extend  not  only  to  ail 
places  that  now  are,  but  that  ever  will  be, 
under  the  dominion  of  the  Company  io 
the  Bengal  provinces.  Ought  not  this 
consideration  to  have  led  the  directors  to 
augment,  not  to  reduce  \he  number  of 
their  judges  ?  This  is  certainly  the  natural 
order  and  progress  of  things.  .As  business 
multiplies,  we  multiply  our  hands  in  pro- 
portion ;  but  the  directors  have  found  out 
a  new  way  of  governing.  The  question 
is,  whether  we  shall  adopt  it  in  this  plao& 
An  hon.  baronet  tells  us,  that  if  the  pre- 
sent  majyor's  court  was  such  an  engine  of 
oppression  in  the  hands  of  the  Company, 
there  could  not  have  been  so  manyap- 

Seals  from  its  decisions ;  nor  could  it  have 
ecided  so  many  causes  against  the  Com- 
pany's interest.  If  the  boo.  baroo^ 
means  to  speak  of  the  mayor's  court,  asit 
stood  before  the  last  charter  was  granted, 
he  is  right.  It  frequentlv  gave  sedt^.** 
against  the  Company/andthtsintoibHity 
was  the  venr  reason  thtft  application  i^ 
made  toyarfiament  fig  the  power  of  <PP^ 
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to  the  governor  and  coancil^  and  for  the 
power  of  making  and  unmaking  the  alder- 
men. Ever  since  that  period  no  absolute 
confidence  was  to  be  placed  in  the  mayor^s 
court.  Yet  still  the  court  of  appeal  has 
been  the  chief  object  of  complamt,  and 
with  JHstice ;  for  I  find  that  there  is  hardly 
an  instance  of  application  to  the  King  and 
coancil  from  its  aeteminations,  where  the 
Company  haa  not  been  cast.  Can  a 
fitrooj^r  proof  than  this  be  produced  of 
its  iniquitous  and  arbitrary  proceedings  ? 

But  my  capital' objection  against  this 
Bill  is,  tlmt  it  do^  not  in  the  least  remedy 
the  tyranny  of  the  doable  goTemment  now 
tubsisting  m  Bengal.    The  new  coart  of 

C'^isonly  to  talce  cognizance  of  suits 
een  British  subjects,  and  between 
such  of  the  natives  as  chuse  to  apply  to 
its  wisdom:  the  British  sul^ect  can  have 
no  remedy  in  this  place  against  the  black 
inhabitants^  but  must  have  recourse  to  the 
nabob's  courts.  Now,  it  is  very  certain, 
that  most  transactions  of  the  Company's 
servants  pass  ia  the  country  with  natives, 
and  in  places  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Dsbob's  courts.  •  It  is  equally  certain,  that 
the  nabob  is  but  the  mere  creature  of  the 
Cofflpany,  and  will  act  as  the  governor  and 
council  please.  How  easy,  then,  is  it  for 
tbem,  by  means  of  this  engine,  to  oppress 
every  man  that  falls^  under  their  displea- 
sure! Tbey  have  but  to  send  their  man- 
date to  the  nab€>b,  and  he  crushes  the  ob- 
Mxioos  person  beyond  the  possibility  of 
ledreas.  Mor  is  this  a  matter  of  mere.^pe- 
cuUtion.  The  governor  and  council  have 
actually  adopted  this  mode  of  brinainff 
mm  upon  those  whom,  they  disltked. 
What  baa  been  may  be  ag^n,  and  it  is  our 
bttsinesa  to  embrace  every  possible  plan  of 
prevention.  The  despotism  of  this  double 
government  has  been  always  the  sreatest 
grievance*  under  which  Bengal  laboured. 
S^  we  by  a  new  charter  sive  it  our 
^  sanction  and  approbation?  This 
would  be  only  riveting  the  chains  of  the 
unhappy  sufferers,  and  rescuing  them  from 
f^jawsof  Scylla,  in  order  to  throw  them 
uto  those  of  Charybdis. 

Governor.  Johnstone  said,  Uiat  if  the 
V"npany  nommated  the  judges,,  the  na^ 
tives  of  Bengal  would  have  no  confidence 
^their  intepity,  so  bad  was  their  opinion 
«  every  thmg  that  proceeded  from  that 
<OQioe;  that,  though  the  crown  had  abused 
^7  psrtioubrpower,  that  was  no  argument 
ipriu  total  ^OMlition;^  that  the  cfowo  was 
^leto  error,  but  that  its  advisers  might 
•donghtiobe  posislMi  Ibttthsdino- 


tors  acting  under  a  statute  did  not  stand  in 
the  same  predicament ;  that  therefore  they 
might  mslce  a  bad  choice  with  impunity;: 
that  sir  G.  Colebroke  was  mistaken  in  as- 
serting that,  as  matters  stood,  the  Company 
enjoyeid  the  exercise  of  the  sword  and 
other  marks  of  sovereign  power;  that  the 
framers  of  their  charter  had  been  very 
cautious  in  wording  it ;  that  they  had  pre- 
served the  rights  of  the  crown  inviolate;; 
and  granted  them  only  a  delegated  autho- 
rity to  act  under  it  in  a  judicial  and  mili- 
tary character :  that  this  was  so  true,  that 
as  soon  as  an  officer  with  his  Majesty's 
commission  appeared,  as  such,  in  India, 
all  their  military  power  ceased ;  and,  that 
every  military  power  was,  during  his  stay, 
to  be  derived  from  him ;  that,  as  the  At- 
torney G^eneral  had  truly  replied,  one  oi 
the  great  objections  to  the  recruiting  Bill 
brought  into  the  House  last  session,  was 
the  very  objection  made  to  this  Bill,  that 
it  took  away  the  Kin|;'s  constitutional 
prerogative,  the  nomination  of  the  officers. 

Lom  North  said,  that  he  could  not 
agree  with  the  Attorney  General  on  the 
one  side,  nor  with  Mr.  Sulivan  on  the 
other;  that  indeed  the  nomination  of  the 
judges  ought  to  be,  and  must  be  in  the 
King;  but  that,  though  tbey  could  not 
agree  about  this  clause,  thougn  this  clause 
should  be  entirely  rejected,  yet  there  were 
many  other  clauses,  which  ousht  to  pass^ 
opd  ne  therefore  wished  the  chair  should 
not  be  left. 

Mr.  Dempster  said,  that  though  not  sa* 
tisfied  with  the  Bill  in  question,  he  had 
consented  to  have  it  brought  in,  because 
he  had  learnt  from  the  best  authority  that 
the  minister  had  declared  he  did  not  wish 
to  see  the  ministry  nominate  so  much  as 
a  writer  to  the  Company;  that,  as  he 
found  he  had  receded  from  his  promise; 
he  was  against  the  Bill ;  that  the  crown 
was  already  too  powerful ;  that.it  had  the 
nomination  of  too  many  officers,  and  that 
he  was  afraid  that  circumstance  had  fre- 
quently too  much  influence  on  the  House; 
that  he  would  not  throw  more  weight  inta 
a  scale  that  was  already  tpo  heavy ;  that 
thus  it  would  proceed  nom  less  to  more, 
till  it  swallowed  up  all  Bengal ;  that  the 
East  India  Company  was  certainly  an  em» 
pire  within  an  empire ;  that  it  raised  and 
paid  large  armies;  that  it  held  courts 
martial  and  courts  of  justice ;  that  it  had 
a  Mutiny  Act,  made  peace  and  war,  and 
exercised  evefv  other  act  of  sovereign  au- 
thority ;  that  tnerefore  no  objection  could 
be  made  to  tbe  Company's  nominstii^  tiie 


475}        12  OBOJIGE  m. 

jlidges,  which  might  not  be  made  with 
equal  propriety  to  any  or  all  of  these  acts ; 
that  therefore  the  objection  was  absurd,  as 
it  went,  when  pursued  to  its  fullest  ex- 
tent, to  the  annibilatioQ  of  the  Company. 
Upon  a  division^  the  motion,  that  the 
chairman  do  leave  the  chair,  was  ne|p- 
ttved. 

Delate  in  the  Commons  on  the  BUI  to 
regulate  the  Importation  and  Exportation 
oTCam.*'}  April  14.  The  House  went 
into  a  Committee  to  consider  the  present 
State  of  the  Com  Trade,  in  which  Mr. 
Pownall  moved  the  following  R^lutions : 
i.  "  Th^t  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Com- 
i^ittee,  That  the  importation  of  wheat  and 
wheat  flour,  rve  and  rye  meal,  into  this 
kingdom,  be  admitted,  for  a  limited  timoy 
free  of  duty.  2.  That  the  importation  of 
rice,  from  any  of  his  Majesty's  colonies  in' 
America,  into  Great  Britain,  be  admitted, 
for  a  limited  time,  free  of  duty.  3.  That, 
if  the  importation  and  expoitation  of  corn 
were  properly  regulated  oy  some  perma« 
Bent  taw,  it  would  afford  encouragement 
tp  the  farmer,  be  the  means  of  encreasing 
&e  ffrowth  of  that  necessaryxommodity^ 
of  dPording  a  cheaper  and  more  constant 
supply  to  the  poor,  a)nd  of  preventing 
louses  in  that  article  of  trade.  4.  That 
^e  duties  now  payable  upon  wheat  and 
wheat  floor  imported  into  this  IdngdoiQf 
when  the  price  of  wheat  is  at  or  above 
48<.  per  quarter,  shall  ceas'e,  determine, 
and  be  no  longer  paid.  5.  That  the  du- 
tjiesnow payable  lipon  rye  imported  into 
this  kingdom,  when  the  price  of  rye  in 
this  kingdom  is  at^  or  above  S29»  per 
*quarter,  shall  cease,  determine,  and  be  no 
longer  paid.  6.  That  a  duty  of  6(L  per 
j[uarter  be  laid  upon  all  wheat  imported 
into  this  kingdom,  when  the  price  orwheat 
in  diiskingdom- shall  be  at  or  above  48«. 

«  <vThe  inefficscy  of  tli6  temporary  Corn 
Bills,  which  had  been  passed  ip  every  session 
ifor'soipe  years  back,  had  occiisroned  thie  form* 
ing  of  a  Committee  in  the  last  session,  for  ex- 
imining  into,  and  considering  the  whole  state 
of  the  com  trade;  aad  of  tiw  corn  laws,  aad'fof 
forming^  sacfa  resolatidns  theiton,  as  might  hd 
the  basis  of  a  comprehensive  and'  nemmnent 
laW|  which  should  take  in  all  possible  cases, 
with  respect  to  exportation,  importation,  prices 
and  boonties,  and  thereby  supersede  the  neces- 
sity of  temporary  and  imperfect  regulations. 
Beferal  resolntions  were  then  passed  and  ap- 
proTed  of  i^pon  this  subject,  and  the  lateness  of 
the  ieason  only  prerented  its  being'  carried 
'  *  /( 'Bill  was  n^w  brtfbfffat  io  dpofrtlii^ 
aejniaoipte.'*    ibm«ftBqpsttr« 
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per  qnorter.  7«  That  a  doty  of  2i2.  pei 
pwt.  be  laid  upon  all  wheat  flour  imported 
into  this  kingdom,  when  the  price  o( 
wheat  in  this  Ungdom  shall  be  at  or  above 
4S$.  per  quarter.  8.  That  a  doty  of  U. 
per  quarter  be  laid  upon  all  rye  imported 
into  this  kingdom,  when  the  price  of  rys 
in  thb  kingdom  shall  be  at  or  abore  ^. 
per  quarter.  9.  That  the  exportation  of 
wheat,  wheat  meal,  and  wheat  flour,  froo 
this  kingdom,  when  the  price  of  wheat 
shall  be  at  or  above  44^.  per  quarter,  be 
prohibited.  10.  That  the  exportatioo  of 
wheat,  wheirt  meal,  and  wbi»t  flour,  whea 
the  price  of  wheat  shall  be  under  44f •  per 
quarter,,  be  permitted,,  with  the  bouoty 
allowed  by  the  sUlutes  of  the  1st  WiUiam 
and  Mary,  and  the  24th  George  the  M, 
upon  such  wheat,  and  wheat  meal,  siihtQ 
be  of  the  growth  of  this  kingdom,  and  ex- 
ported according  to  the  regohitioDSirn- 
scribed  by  those  and  other  acts  of  parlia- 
ment. 11.  That  the  exportation  of  rye 
from  this  kingdom,  when  the  price  of  rye 
shall  be  at  or  above  88Jr.  per  Quarter,  be 
prohibited.  12.  That,  for  and  upon  ail 
wheat,  wheat  flour,  and  rye»  whip  sbU 
have  been  imported  into  this  kingidoai» 
and  which  shall  be  export^  again  thel^ 
o*jtt,'shaU  be  drawn  badi;,  any  and  all  aucb 
du^  and  duties  as  shall  have  been  psidt 
on  the  importation  of  the  said  wbM^»  ^ 
wheat  Boor  and  lye  ibto  Gteat  Britaio; 
such  drawback  to'  be  deaiabde4  and  pan! 
under  such  rules  and  regulatioBS  as  dta*' 
bad^s  m  cases  of  the  lik6  nature  are  drtwa 
back  and  paid." 

Governor  Pewnall  begsn  by'apokgiaiof 
fbr  his  standing  forward  upon  a  matter  of 
so  much'  importance ;  but  said;  that  what 
waa  intends  to  be  moved  was  in  com^* 
qntsnee  of  several  meetings,  both  test  jeir 
and  the  present,  of  a  number  of  feollo- 
men  of  the  first  lat^rBita  and  abiliu^a » 
this  country,  who  had  naaturdy  coosidfei^ 
the  buabess,  and  had  deliveitd  their  opi^ 
nions  upon  it*  He  then  entered  iato  » 
explanation  of  the  Hctual  atalie  of  tbeati|^ 
^y  and  GOOMupdon  of  the  kingdom ;  ^ 
shewed,  that  the  prannt  diCcnltitf  ^ 
not  Ulriae  froAi  any  scarcity;  that  tbere 
wasasmucb,  if  not  more  com  grown  than 
Connelly ;  but,  firoto  the  diftieitt  cirtiHD* 
Btnneea  of  the  connCry,  the  consumpti*^ 
waa  conMderably  more  than  the  soppf* 
and  tlttl  thia  diapropoilaoii  aroarfreai^ 
bte  imnense  increase  of  mamiftctiii«i* 
and  iOufff^ketftf^  the  prodigioar  ^ 
of  onr^cMnfaeioe*  the  nuinber  ^J^l 


477J  to  regMUihi  ImptntMum  MnJTSipcfUdUn  efCom.  A.  D.  i7V& 


lailon,  co&ecum  of  Tevenae,  Ac  Ac.  and 
dflo  tbe  pFodigioitt  nutiiber  c^peoole  fi4io 
live  upoa  tlie  interesU  of  tbe  raias;  also 
tbe  great  increase  of  Ihe/capkaly  the  ma- 
nufactaring  and  sea-port  towns ;  that  the 
nuplui  wnicb  vre  use^  tp  producei  was 
about  one  36th  part  of  the  yrnole  groveth ; 
aod  that  any  one  might  consider,  whether 
the  number  of  people  he  dad  mentioned 
wure  not  more  than  one  S6th^  of  the  whole 
people;  and  that  therefore  tbe  real  fact 
was,  we  had  no  longer  a  surplns.  ^e 
CDDsequeoce  that  he  ilrew  was,  that  if  we 
really  meant  to  have  the  countiy  weU  sap- 
plied,  we  mtist  do  e^ery  thing  to  encou- 
rage tbe  growth,  and  not  discourage  the 
fanner.  He  spoke  much  of  the  nature  of 
the  prices  of  thmss,  and  shewed,  that 
tfaottgh  the  {Prices  of  ever^  thinff  were  no* 
mioslly  risen,  yet  the  price  of  corn  was 
leai  60  than  any  other  article.  He  then 
shewed,  from  the  nature  of  the  market  of 
great  towns,  thai  storing  of  corn  must  not 
be  diacouragedy  nor  the  middle  man ;  for 
(f  they  were,  great  towns  could  never  be 
leguiarly  supplied,  but  must  be  in  perpe- 
tual danger  of  famine^  He  concluded 
with  saying,  that  though  the  principal  end 
and  intention  of  the  resolutions  he  meant 
to  move  were  for  a  permanent  Bill,  yet 
Mcb  ware  the  present  circumstances  of 
the  country,  that  an  immediate  supply,  if 
k  cottld  be  got,  was  absolutely  necessary. 
He  tlierefore  moired  a  temporary  Bill  for 
imoediately  opening  l^e  pcnts  fbr  tlie  im- 
portation of  bread  corn ;  and  next  moved 
the  resolutions  as  the  foundation  of  a  per- 
Dttaent  BiU  to  take  effect  when  the  tem- 
porary one  expired ;  and  said,  that  the 
^d  proposed  by  this  Bill  is  that  of  creating 
^  influx  of  bread  corn  for  home  consump- 
tion, in  case  of  internal  scarcity ;  and  an 
aid  to  our  foreign  trade  in  case  of  our 
Qot  having  a  quantity  of  corn  adequate  to 
that  important  and  beneficial  commerce. 
This  purpose  is  conducted  under  such  re- 
gulations as  .shall  prevent  any  interference 
^ith  the  landed  interest.  In  other  words, 
(«aid  be)  if  I  may  be  permitted  to  use  an 
fusion  to  naturiu  <»perations,  it  means  to 
introduce  into  our  supply  an  'additional 
ftieam,  and  to  fix  sncn  a^wear  at  such  a 
i^etght  as  shadl  always  keep  the  internal 
fipply  equsJ,  and  no  mdre  than  equal,  to 
utternal  want,  yet  preserve  a  constant 
overflow  fbr  aJl  nie  surplus,  so  as  never  on 
0^  hand  to  endanger  the  depression  of 
the  landed  interest,  nor  on#the  other  the 
lott  of  our  foreign  market  for  corn— by 
•waetbaiiigable,  as  has  been  Jho  case 
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fnr  several  ¥eaia  past,  to  su^y  the  do* 
manda  of  ttmt  metgn  pnaiicet— as  it  ia  ^ 
hoped  that  this  measure  will  be  fbrmodl 
into  a'  permanent  liaw.  It  is  n^eant  by 
the  provisions  ia  the  Bill  formed  for  tha 
carrying  it  into  execution— 4liat  its  ope* 
rations  may  go  on,  as  the^tate  of  Akiga  . 
doeis  actually  and  really  require,  not  as  tha 
interests  of  designing  man  aaay  wk^  and 
will  them  to  eo ;  thf^  this  commercial  oir« 
criataqn  eif  subsistence  may  flow  Uirough 
pools  whose  gates  are  to  open  and  ^ut  ai 
the  state  of  the  droughts,  and  floods,  an4 
tides  mav  i^uire,  not  to  conmst  of  sluice* 
doors  which  are  to  be  locked  up  anid 
opened  by  the  partial  hands  and  will  ^ 
men. 

Sir  T.Clavermg  seconded  aH  themp-^ 
tions  relative  to;  wheat,  and  moved  these  . 
relative  to  rye ;    which  were  seconded  by 
sir  Edward  ^aclcett. 

Lord  North  sfiid,  that  though  a  teaapo- 
rary  BUI  might  be  at  present  necessaryt 
yet  he  was  very  glad  to  find  we  wera 
likely  to  come  to  an  end  of  it ;  and  did 
hope,  that  thematter  might  now  be  put  upon 
some  permanent  footing,  as  the  only  way 
to  have  the  people  regularly  supplied,  by 
giving  a  rational  encouragement  to  the 
growth  of  com,  and  proper  foundation  for 
the  merchant  to  knov  how  to  export  and 
import ;  and  hoped  the  t^o  Bills  might  go 
hand  in  hand,  and  one  take  efieot  when 
the  otlier  expired. 

Sir  George  SavUe  said,  he  bad  alwqfa 
considered  these  temporary  Bills  as  a  fiilsa 
relief,  like  dram -drinking;  and  though  wo 
had  always  promised  to,  leave  it  off,  vet 
we  could  never  come  to  the  last  dram ;  tnal 
he  had  always preachedagainst  this  destruo* 
tive  custom,  and  did  hope  he  should  now 
see  an  end  of  it ';  and  upon  that  consider* 
ation  only,  and  in  consequence  c^the  en* 
couragement  the  noble  lord  had  ^iven, 
that  this  should  be  the  last,  he  would^agrea 
to  take  up  the  present  cup ;  that  is,  tha 
present  temporary  Bill,  coupled  with  the 
permanent  one  that  was  to  succeed  it. 
He  then  expatiated  largely  on  the  natura 
of  the  supply  of  a  country  witii  bread,  corny 
and  provisions,  and  the  nature  of  prices; 
and  concluded  with  saying,  that  there  was 
no  way  of  supporting  a  country  but  by 
encouraging  the  ^rowth^  •  which  nothing 
but  a  permanent  Bill  could  do. 

Mr.  Freeman  said,  he  did  not  know 
there  was  any  hoardmg  of  com  in  the 
country ;  but  if  there  was,  this  BiV  would 
bring  it  out,  and  therefore  he  was  for  it. 

Sir  Joseph  Mttaobey  spoke  in  support  of 
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this  Bin,  bat  wa0fpr  lowering;  the  prices 
At  which  the  importation  and  exportation 
•hould  take  place. 

Mr.  Gascoigne  said,  such  reduction 
might  serre  the  brewer  and  distiller,  but 
would  discourage  the  fanner,  and  ruin  the 
country.  Heathen  started  some  difficul- 
ties as  to  ascertaining  the  prices,  and  raised 
aeveral  objections  to  the  Act  for  register- 
ing the  prices. 

•  Mr.  PuUeney  approved  of  the  perma- 
nent law,  but  thought  the  prices  for  im- 
portation were  too  low. 
.  Sir  C.  FFroy  spoke  next,  approving  of 
the  permanent  law,  and  all  the  regulations 
contained  in  it,  but  thought  the  prices 
taken  up  too  high. 

Mr. ,  Stanley  urged  Some  difficulties 
which  occurred  to  turn  in  the  execution  of 
the  blan. 

Mr.  Macktoorth  said,  that  he  approved 
the  plan,  and  did  not  at  present  see  any 
iMurticular  objections  to  the  lines  on  which 
It  was  drawn ;  but  thought,  if  the  Bill  was 
brought  in  and  printed,  this  was  as  far  as 
it  ought  to  go,  and  that  it  should  be  dis- 
persed in  the  ^untry,  for  the  Considera- 
tion of  all  sorts  of  people. 

Mr.  E*  Burke  shewed  that  this  matter 
had  been  already  two  years  under  consi- 
deration ;  chat  the  opinions  now  proposed 
were  unanimously  agreed  to  by  the  House 
last  year,  and  that  the  present  time  and 
circumstances  of  the  country  seemed  to 
be  the  very  proper  moment  for  carrying 
them  into  execution ;  that  if  they  could 
have  any  effect,  this  was  the  proper  tiine 
to  apply  them.  He  then  replied  to  the 
several  doubts  and  difficulties  which  had 
been  raised,  in  an  excellent  speech,  full  of 
that  knowledge  which  he  possesses  of  these 
matters ;  and  explained,  with  that  distinc- 
tion of  which  he  is  master,  both  the  effect 
of  supply  and  trade;  and  shewed  the 
unitea  mterests  of  the  landed  and  com- 
mercial parts  of  this  country ;  thatnothiog 
could  be  more  detrimental  than  their  jea- 
jou^es  of  each  other ;  and  that  nothing 
could  be  so  advantageous  to  this  country, 
as  their  united  efforts  for  their  mutual  be- 
nefit :  and,  as  this  measure  was  animated 
>  fvith  that  spirit,  he  approved  of  it. 

Mr.  Fuller f  though  for  the  Bill,  said,  he 
had  doubts  of  that  part  of  it,  which  per- 
mitted the  re-exportation,  as  thinking  it 
mieht  be  the  occasion  of  great  frauds,  &c. 
Mr.  Dawdesweil  said,  if  this  re-exporta- 
tion was  not  permitted,  we  should  never 
obtain  the  effect  of  a  real  importation ;  or 
'  if  we  did,  such  a  quantity  mignt  be  brought 
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as  would  j»Tei:itodc  and  depress  the  nmiket, 
and  finally  distress  the  country.  He  also 
went  into  a  general  explanation  of  the 
grounds  on  which  he  approved  of  thii 
measure. 

April  15.  The  Resolutions  were  report^ 
ed  to  the  House,  and  a  Bill  was  oraered 
to  be  brought  in. 

May  4.  The  House  went  into  a  oomi 
mittee  on  the  Bill.    In  which, 

Lord  Clare  said,  that  the  distreoBtsof 
the  poor  were  become  so  urgent,  as  to 
render  at  least  the  attiempt  at  a  remedy 
absolutely 'necessary;  that  he  and  some 
others  had  made  a  minute  enquiry  into 
this  afiair  in  Essex,  and  that  the^  found  a 
labourer  who  had  six  or  seven  m  family, 
could  not,  after  paying  for  lodging  and 
other  indispensible  articles,  afford  each 
more  than  three  farthings  a  day  for  com 
or  bread.  In  such  a  state  of  things,  vas 
it  not,  then,  absolutely  necessary  to  dis- 
continue the  bounty  for  exportation,  and 
to  prohibit  exportation  altogether,  vfaeo 
the  price  of  corh  equalled  or  exceeded  44, 
instead  of  48<.  a  quarter  ? 

Mr.  Edmund  Burke  said : 

Sir ;  nothinff  but  the  ingenuity  of 
the  noble  lord  could  have  made  plaasibie  i 
the  doctrine  which  he  has  now  supported. 
He  has  laboured  to  prove  that  we  ought  to 
make  provision  for  the  necessities  of  the  | 
poor,  and  recommended  charity  as  the 
great  Christian  virtue  that  is  to  remore  all 
their  wants.  Sir,  I  am  no  enemjjr  to  the 
poor.  On  the  contrary,  I  sympathise  with 
their  distresses.  On  this  occasion  1  give 
way  to  the  present  Bill,  not  because  lap* 

Frove  of  the  measure  in  itself,  but  because 
think  it  prudent  to  yield  to  the  spirit  of 
the  times.  The  people,  will  have  it  so,  asi 
it  is  not  for  their  representatives  to  say  nay* 
I  cannot,  however,  help  entering  my  pfo* 
test  a^nst  the  general  principles  of  poljcf 
on  which '  it  is  supported,  because  I  thiok 
them  extremely  dangerous.  At  present 
we  feel  a  kind  of  dearth,  and  the  people 
are  uneasy.  What  are  we  going  to  dofof 
their  relief?  In  order  to  remove  a  tcmpfl* 
rary  evil,  we  are  going  to  establish  a  geoej 
ral  law  which  wiU  operate  when  that  em 
has  ceased.  The  average  price  of  coroa 
as  has  been  frequently  proved,  has  sfm 
greatly  since  the  bounty  upon  exportatioa 
commenced.  What,  Uien,  can  be  more 
impolitic,  than  to  discontinue  a  regulau(»% 
of  which  the  utility  has  thus  been  ascer* 
tainedby  the  most  unerring  of  guid^^ 
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perience  ?  The  itfi ten^imi  of  tlie  bounty  it  • 
oniytoencMeear  merchsntg  tobrhigthe 
British  cwrntofbrei^  markets  ii|>on  a  par 
with  iriiatifffurnifihedbj  the  coimtl'ies  where 
it  is  sold.  The  bounty,  therefore^  i«  only 
neant  to*  defray  the  expence  of  exporta- 
tion^ and  wicfaoot  ityod  wili  nfetfer.be  ahle 
toexp(»t^  exoeptr  #hen  thens  xn  a  fkmine 
abroad.  Now,  m  th«re  any  rdaton  c<>  ap- 
prehend that>  this  win  often  be  die  case, 
or  atiDOsI  80  often  as  feo  (fiford  BnglaoA  a 
Tcflt  for  the  swplus  of  cornr  produced'by  a 
plentiful  year?  Nobody  will  hazard  such 
an  opinion.  If  it  be  so,  will  not  England 
looR  lose  by  this  new  estabiishment'  the 
own  trade^witioh  has  been  to  her  t4)e 
soarte  of  much  wealth  and  prosperity? 
Witt  not  the  landed  interest  be  deeply  af- 
^ed  by  that  event  ?  Will  not  lesj^  •oora ' 
be  grown  >  Will  not  lees  then'  come  to 
laarket  ?  Will  not  the  price  be  enhanced^ 
and  tlie  very  poor,  wnom  you  mean  to 
serve,  must  essentially  injured?  Sir,  this  is 
but  a  pitiful;  expedient  for  removing^  a 
prenare,  which  will  return  with  double 
weight  I  would  have  the  people  of  this 
iilaiid  know  that,  if  they  Would  be  reliev- 
ed, they  oMist  relieve  themselves  by  an  in- 
crease of  mduBtry.  There  is  no  oliher 
poaihle  remedy.  People  may  Ulk  of 
c^'ty^  atid  parliamentary*  aid,  butl  am 
afinid  these  will  in  the  end  prove  inefiec> 
taai.  If  the  people^  of  England  should 
take  it  ini  their  head  to- idle  away  one  day 
ntreordinary^nohuman  contrivance  cottld 
iademaify  them.  For  what,  I  beseech*  ycfti, 
ae  charity  and  alms  and  parish  rates,  the 
oBlysacoedaneum,  bnt  pait  of  their  own 
Property,  of  the  publib  stock  ?  Let  me 
teil  you,  it  i9n«rt  w^  that  are  ch'aHtable 
to  t^m,  but  the^  to  us.  We  hoard  up  a 
portion  of  what*  is  produced  by  their  la* 
war,  andv  whefr  we  ^ive  it-back,  wfegive 
back  but  their  owti.  L«t  us  not,  however, 
<^aoar  handr  precipitately  or  indiscreet* 
^j^  and  endeavour  to  persuade  them  that 
we  can  give  a  relfei^,  which  is  actually  out 
rfour  powen  Let  us  rather  inculcate  this 
nitxim,  that  th^  must  work  out' their  sal- 
wtion  with  thefr '  own  hand.  When  the 
<*op8  fail  in  this  kingdom,  what  foragn- 
country  can  give  it  aid  ? 

Mr,  Consttmtine  Phipns  said,  that  lord 
Clare  had  founded  his  calculation  upon  the* 
Ijrice  of  corn  in>oae  of  the  counties  near 
*«  city,  where  it  was  highest  and  where 
w«ury  prevailed';  that  in  many  parts  of 
we  kingdom  the  poor  lived  upon  rye  and 
^er  groin,  and  not  solely  upon  fine 
*n«a»;  that  he.  did*  noi^  find*  them  aeB0> 
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healthy  aiitf  robust,  mw  worse  citfssdns^than 
the  sont'of  luxury  near  the  capital ;  that 
therefbre  the  people  were  not  in  general 
in  8a<^  a^  delperate  situation  as  was  sugw 
gestedP;  tbat  at  any  rate  the  remedy  waa 
worse  than  liie  disease,  and  that  he  only 
concurred  fipom  a  <les[re  of  giving  some  sa* 
tkfhcUoti  to  tfae'people. 

May*  13.  The  Bill  passed  the  Gommonsr, 
and  was  carried' up  to  the  Lords. 

Debate  in  the  Commons  on  the  BHlJbr 
encouri^ng  Foreigners  tq  lend  AToney 
upon  Estates  in  the  West  Indies,^  Aprif 
29.  The  Committee  appointed  to  exa- 
mine the  Bill  for  encouraging  the' subjects 
of  foreign  states  to  lend  money  upon  the 
security  of  freehold  and  leasehold  estates' 
inr  the  West  Indies,  made  their  report  t(y 
the  Mouse,  as  follows : 

**  That  if  isthe  opinion  of  this  Commit* 
tee,  that  it  wouhinend  to  the  morespeedy 
and  extensive  cultivation- of  his  Majesty's - 
colonies  in-  the  West  Indies,  and  to  tlm 
public  benefit,  if  the  subjects  of  foreign' 
states  were  encouraged  to  lend  mioney 
upon  the  security  of  freehold  and  lease- 
hold estates  in  any^  of  his  Majestv's  colo* 
nies  in'the  West  Indies;  and  if  the  seca^* 
rities  granted  to  soch*  aliens  were  rendered' 
^Seetual  for  recovering*  payment  of  the 
money  so  tof  be  lent,  by  sale  of  such  free- 
hold and'  leasehold  estates  under  proper 
restrictions." 

Tiiis  was  opposed  with' some  warmth  by- 
several  gentlemen,  and  particularly  by' 
those ,  members^  who  either  were  possess- 
ed of,  or  had  intercut  in,  old  and  estab'^ 
lished  estates  inr  the  West  Indies.  By 
these  it  was  argued,  That  this  impolitic^ 
innovation  wDuld  throw  the  landed  pro- 
perty of  our  ii^ands  in  the  West  Indies' 
into  the  hands  of  foreigners ;  that  the  Bilf 
shewn  them  by  Mr.  Pulteney,  its  patron 
and  proposer^  put  the  estates  in  question! 
exaetly  in  thesftuation  of  mortgages;  thar 
it  had  always  beenthe-policy  or  this  coun- 
try to  keep  the  .land  in  the  hands  of  na- 
tives ;  that  there  was  no  ai^uraent  for 
keeping' the  soil  of  England  m  our  own 
possessioMV  which  was  not  eaually  valid  for 
securing^;  the  pcntsession  of  the  land  in  the 
West  Indies:  that;  upon  the  plan  propos- 
ed, our  colonieft  would  become  only  what 
the  Texel  was  to  the  Dutch,  a  storehouse 
or  magasinefor  the  goods  of  all  nations; 
that,  in  time  of  war,  foreigners  Would  thus 
have  snies  in  our  dominions,  as  they  must 
be  obliged'  to  appoint  persons  to  collect . 
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the  intereit  of  the  sums  lent;  tbatt  u  the 
colonies  had  general  assemblies  of  their 
owo,  there  was  no  occasion  for  the  interfe^ 
rence  of  the  legislature;  that  they  knew 
their  own  wants  best,  and  could  apply  the 
best  remedy ;  that  the  colonies  had  yet 
made  no  complaint  about  this  matter,  and 
that  their  silence  could  not  be  accounted 
for  but  by  supposing  that  this  act  was  not 
necessary. ;  that,  however  much  the  Bill 
mi^ht  answer  the  ends  of  some  private  in- 
dividuals, it  could  promote  no  good  public 
purpose. 

These  objections  wero  answered  by  Mr. 
Ptdienetf^  who  said : 

Mr.  Speaker ;  if  the  opposers  of  this 
Bill  mean  by  public  purposes  the  puroose 
of  keeping  up  the  price  of  sugar,  ana  by 
those  means  to  enrich  a  few  old  planters 
at  the  expence  of  this  nation,  I  must  own 
that  their  plan  is  the  more  public-spirited 
of  the  two.  Mine  is  calculated  for  render- 
ing that  commodity  more  plentiful,  and 
therefore  cheaper,  by  facilitatmg  the  cul- 
tivation of  the  newly  acquired  plantations. 
It  is  well  known,  that  the  erection  of  sugar 
works  and  other  necessary  buildings,  and 
the  purchase  and  maintenance  of  slaves, 
frequently  oblige  planters  to  borrow  large 
sums  of  money  upon  the  credit  of  their 
estetes.  It  is  equally  well  known,  that 
money  cannot  in  the  West  Indies  be  had 
under  an  interest  of  8  per  cent,  a  circum- 
stance which  must  greatly  retard  the  im- 
provement of  the  new  colonies.  If  it  danot 
absolutely  ruin  them.  From  foreigners, 
money  may  be  had  at  5  per  cent  where 
the  security  is  uoexoeptiooable ;  but,  as 
the  law  now  stands,  doubts  have  arisen, 
whether  any  security  can  enable  an  alien 
9r  foreigner  to  recover  money  lent  upon 
die  estates  in  question.  What  objec- 
tion, then,  is  there  i^nst  giving  them 
absolute  securitv  ?  It  is  said,  that  the  co- 
lonists have  made  no  complaint,  preferred 
no  petition,  and  that  they  have  uissemblies 
ef  their  own.  Sir,  I,  who  have  an  estate 
in  the  newly  ceded  islands,  can  aver,  that 
the  4)lanter8  do  complain,  and  that  they 
ardently  wish  for  the  success  of  this  BilL 
What  else  was  my  motive  for  bringing  it 
into  tlie  House,  but  my  own  knowl^eof 
its  expediency,  and  the  solkiutions  of  the 
colonists  ?  Let  us  not  be  told,  that  their 
cnrn  assemblies  can  apply  a  remedy^  Sir, 
if  they  passed  such  a  law,  it  would  not  be 
valid,  because  contrary  to  the  law  of  this 
land.  The  British  legislature  alone  is  com- 
petent in  this  case,  in  which  it  is  proposed 
to  dispense,  in  some  measure,  with  long 


received  principles  of  the  cob^litutioD; 
not  that  there  is  any  intention  of  absolute- 
ly mortgaging  the  land  to  aliens,  or  of  em* 
powering  them  to  enter  into  poseesiion. 
Such  indeed  was  my  6rst  idea ;  but  1  dropt 
it  from  the  same  apprehensions  that  pre- 
vailed upon  the  pMsing  ^^  Bill  for  natu- 
ralizing  the  Jews.  The  preservation  of 
the  aolT  is  a  fiivourite  idea  of  English  jQri^ 
prudence,  and  I  adopt  it  in  its  fullest  ex- 
tent. For  this  reason,  the  present  Bill  ii 
framed  so  as  to  exclude  ahens  from  the 
possession,  while  it  enables  them  to  pro- 
cure the  sale  of  estates  for  the  payraeotof 
dd>ts.  ThcM  mortgages  then,  if  they  de- 
serve ,  the  name,  di&r  essentially  from 
mortgages  in  England,  where  the  mort- 
l^gee  may  foreclose  the  equity  of  redemp- 
tion, and  become  absolute  proprietor.  Let 
us  not,  then,  be  frightened  with  vain 
names',  with  fears  and  apprehensions  of 
losing  the  property  of  the  aoil,  because  ve 
have  the  use  of  foreign  money  for  its  im- 
provement. Had  we  all  the  money  in 
Europe  at  a  reasonable  interest,  and  could 
we  actually  employ  it  in  trade,  so  moch 
the  better.  We  must  be  gainers  by  the 
barntin.  We  should  thus  be  the  bmkeit 
of  Europe.  Were  England  in  as  grest 
want  of  Dorrowed  money  as  the  West  In- 
dies, I  should  certainly  propoae  the  nme 
expedient ;  nor  should  I  be  much  afraid  of 
the  consequences.  Foreigners  may  now 
lend  money  upon  bond,  and  I  cannot  set 
how  that  practice  is  preferable  to  thii 
mode.  Certain  I  am,  that  the  method  of 
recovery  is  more  ruinous  to  the  borrower; 
but,  as  money  may  habere  got  upon  rea- 
sonable terms,  I  think  it  unnecessary  to 
render  the  law  general,  and  comnum  to 
all  his  Majesty's  dominions.  Where  then 
is  there  any  feasible  objection  to  this  plan? 
Why,  our  plantations  will  become  nothing 
but  storehouses  and  channels  of  smuggling 
for  the  Dutch  and  other  nations!  Ho* 
smuggling  will  be  more  practicable  than  it 
is  now  I  cannot  see ;  but  I  can  very  wejl 
see,  that  it  ought  to  be  the  p<4iey  of  this 
country,  to  render  itself  and  its  colonies 
storehouses  for  all  the  world.  How  else 
have  the  Dutch  flourished  ?  Is  not  their 
whole  country  a  kind  of  Texel  I  lo  ^ 
therefore  would  a  few  interested  men  per' 
suade  us  to  deter  foreigners  from  settling 
in  our  dominions.  It  always  has  been^ 
and  I  hope  now  will  be,  the  care  of  the  le* 
gislature  to  invite  foreigners,  in  order  to 
supply  that  waste  of  people  produced  by 
emigrations  to  our  widely  extended  colo* 
nies.    Ta  suppose  that  the  lendess  of  ^ 
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propoied  mooej  will  appoint  aoents  or 
ncton  to  gather  the  interest,  ano  to  act 
as  spiet  in  time  of  war,  is  absurd.  They 
will  never  be  able  to  bear  the  expence. 
Sach  a  plan  would  defeat  the  ends  ot  lend* 
iog,  and  swallow  up  all  the  profits.  No 
■urn  will  lend,  till  he  has  security  for  the 
payment  of  the  interest  upon  the  exchange 
of  London  or  Amsterdam,  or  some  other 
convenient  place. 

These  arguments  were  seconded  by  Mr. 
Burke,  Mr.  Cornwall,  and  others ;  but  on 
a  division,  the  Bill  was  thrown  out  by  36 
to29. 

SUmding  Order  retpecUng  BiUt  rdating 
toReliMum.2  April  SO.  Uesolved,  nem. 
COD.  Tnat  no  Bill  relating  to  religion,  or 
the  alteration  of  the  laws  concerning  re- 
ligion, be  brought  intp  this  House,  until 
the  proposition  shall  have  been  first  con- 
sidered m  a  committee  of  the  whole  Hous^ 
ftndamed  unto  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Resolution  be 
made  a  standing  order  of  the  House. 

Debate  on  the  Budget.*']  May  1.  The 
Hoose  having  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  Way  a  and  Means, 

Lord  iVbr^A  said: 

Sir;  from  the  detail  of  the  various 
provisions  made  for  the  service  of  the  cur- 
rent yesTi  and  of  the  different  sources  of 
reveDue,.it  appears  that  the  whole  sup- 
ply amounts  to  6,3279000/.  and  that  there 
remains  in  the  sinkins  fund  a  surplus  of 
1,800,0002.  lliis  being  the  state  of  the 
case,  the  question  is,  how  this  money  is  to 
he  applied?  And  here  the  diminution  of 
the  public  debt  will  naturally  occur  to 
eveiy  man,  as  a  proper  object  of  our  at^ 
teotion.  But  what  plan  are  we  to  pursue  i 
Shall  we  apply  it  to  the  extinction  of  our 
oldest  or  newest  debts,  of  the  jpreatest  or 
least  sums ;  or  shall  we  make  an  equal  di- 
vision  of  it  among  them  all  ?  The  last 
MhemeJs  evidenUy  ridiculous;  because 
the  dividend  would  amount  but  to  a  mere 
trifle,  and  the  distnbution  of  it  would  be 
attended  with  insurmountable  difficulties. 
Our  finds  not  being,  like  those  of  France, 
composed  of  actions,  or  certain  equal 
Bams,  are  not  adapted  to  such  an  opera- 
tion. In  order  to  make  them  more 
marlKtable,  and  that  every  qhe  might  buy 
or  sdl  as  much,  or  as  little  as  he  pleased, 
^e  legislature  planned  them  upon  a  dif- 
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fereiit  scide;  and  therefore  we  cannot 
easily  avail  ourselves  of  such  a  project^ 
had  we  in  our  hands  even  a  sura  that  would 
operate  with  some  effect.  Nor  will' there 
be  much  equity  in  applying  the  whole 
sum  to  the  extinction  or  our  oldest  debts, 
because  in  them  some  of  the  latest  pur-  * 
chasers  are  concerned ;  and  it  ia  dear  that 
the  newest  funds  have  no  claim  of  prefer- 
ence on  any  account. 

What,  then,  remains  but  to  pay  off  widi 
it  a  part  of  Uie  ^jeatest  or  least  sums  i 
Upon  the  former  it  would  have  little -or  no 
efect,  the  three  per  cents  consolidated 
amounting  almost  to  4^  millions:  and 
therefore  the  same  objection  liel  a^inst 
this  scheme  as  against  that  of  dividing  it 
equally  among  lul  the  oublic  creditors. 
Lpon  the  latter  it  certainly  would  have  a 
considerable  effect,  and  indeed  upon  all 
the  other  stocks :  for  it  would  sink  tht 
price  of  the  other  stocks,  and  raise  the 
price  of  those,  to  the  diminution  of  which 
It  might  be  applied.  This,  geritlemen  win 
see,  is  an  insuperable  objection  against 
ever  appropriating  money  to  the  extinc- 
tion  of  any  particular  fund.  Nor  is  this 
all  the  disadvantage  of  beginning  to  pay 
off  our  least  debts.  The  principal  of  the 
national  creditors  will  thus  see  that  they 
are  never  likely  to  be  paid ;  or  that,  if 
they  are,  the  day  is  so  distant,  as  almost 
to  have  the  same  efi^ct  as  an  absolute  re- 
fusal of  payment.  What  effect  such  an 
apprehension  would  produce,  I  need  not 
explain.  The  Committee  sees  that  it  would 
prove  very  injurious,  if  not  minousi  to  the 
great  body  of  stockholders. 

What,  then,  vou  will  say,  is  the  equal 
and  impartial  plan  that  you  propose,  in 
lieu  of  all  those  that  you  have  thus  rejects 
ed?  Having  found  that  my  former  plan 
for  reducing  the  national  debt  did  not  an« 
swer  my  expectations ;  and  that  the  Bank 
does  not  seem  very  desirous  of  being  paid 
the  million  borrowed  of  them  upon  tfio 
credit  of  exchequer  bills,  and  which  in* 
deed  we  are  liable  to  pay  upon  demand. 
Finding,  I  say  this,  and  considering  the 
lowness  of  the  interest  payable  upon  these 
Bills,  I  propose  that  it  be  resolved  to  be 
the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  '*  That 
any  person  or  persons,  bodies  politic  or 
corporate,  possessed  of,  interested  in,  or 
entitled  unto,  any  annuities,  being  part  of 
the  capital  or  joint  stock  of  SL  per  cent* 
annuities,  consolidated  by  several  acts  of 
parliament  of  the  25th,  28th,  29th,  32d, 
and  SSd  years  of  the  reign  of  George  the 
secondi  and  several  aubaeqoent  acts,  whi^h 
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were  made  payable  and  trant ferable  at  the 
Bank  of  England ;  or  of  the  annuities  con- 
solidated by  the  acts  of  the  25th  of 
George  the  second,  and  5th  of  George 
the  third,  called  reduced  annuities,  also 
payable  and  transferable  there ;  or  of  cer- 
tain 31,  per  cent,  annuities,  which  are  pay- 
able and  transferable  at  the  South  Sea 
House^  called  Old  South  Sea  Annuities 
and  New  South  Sea  Annuities  ;  or  of  S^ 
per  cent,  annuities,  payable,  in  respect  of 
2,100,000/.  granted  by  an  act  of  the  24th 
year  of  the  reign  of  George  the  second, 
for  the  service  of  the  year  1751 ;  who,  on 
or  before  the  15th  of  this  instant  May, 
and  before  the  sum  subscribed  shall 
anmuat  to  1,500,000/.  shall  subcribe  their 
srames,  or  signHy  their  consent  to  accept, 
In  *lieu  oi  their  interest  in  any  part  of  Uie 
said  principal  or  capital  stock  standing  in 
their  names,  and  in  full  satisfaction  and 
discharge  thereof,  the  sum  of  90/.  in  mo- 
ney for  every  100/.  and  in  that  proportion 
for  any  greater  or  lesser  sum  or  sums, 
composing  one  or  more  entire  sum  or 
Bums  of  100/.  50/.  or  25L  of  such  principal 
or  capital  stock,  one  moiety  thereof  to  >be 
paid  on  or  before  the  15th  of  July  next, 
and  the  other  moiety  on  or  before  the 
^8th  day  6f  October  next,  together  with 
the  interest  due  on  the  whole  capital 
stock,  so  subscribed  to  the  5th  of  July 
next,  shall  for  every  100/.  principal  or  ca- 
pital stock,  as  aforesaid,  so  subscribed,  be 
entitled  to  receive  four  tickets,  in  a  lottery, 
to  consbt  of  60,000  tickets,  at  the  rate  of 
12/.  105.  eadi  (and  in  that  proportion  for 
any  greater  or  less  sum )  the  said  tickets 
to  be  paid  for  in  manner  following ;  that  is 
to  say,  that  every  person  or  persons, 
bodies  politic  or  corporate,  so  subscribing, 
or  signiAring  his,  her,  or  their  consent  as 
aforesaid,  shall,  on  or  before  the  15th  of 
this  instant  May,  make  a  deposit  of  1/.  in 
respect  of  the  money  to  be  paid  for  each 
ticket,  as  a  security  for  making  the  future 
Myments,  to  the  cashiers  of  the  Bank  of 
England,  on  or  before  the  times  herein- 
after limited;  that  is  to  say,  for  and  in  re- 
spect of  every  such  ticket,  2/.  on  or  before 
the  19th  of  June  next;  3/.  on  or  before 
the  22d  of  July  next;  8/.  on  or  before  the 
^Ist  of  August  next;  and  SL  lOs.  on  or 
before  the  2d  of  October  next :  that,  upon 
such  payments  being  completed,  tickeu 
shall  be  delivered,  as  soon  as  the  same  can 
be  prepared,  to  the  persons  entitled 
thereto:  that  the  sum  of  600,000/.  shall 
be  distributed  into  prizes,  for  the  benefit 
^  the  proprietors  of  the  fortunate  tickets 
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in  the  said  lottery,  which  prizes  shall  be 
paid  at  the  Bank  of  England,  in  money, 
to  such  proprietors,  upon  demand,  on  the 
Ist^oP  March,  17739  or  as  soon  after  ai 
certificates  can  be  prepared,,  without  any 
deduction  whatsoever;  and  that  all  the 
monies  to  be  received  by  the  said  cashiers 
shall  be  paid  into  the  receipt  of  his  Ma« 
jesty's  Exchequer,  to  be  applied,  from 
time  to  time,  to  such  services  as  shall  theo 
liave  been  voted  by  this  House  in  this  ses- 
sion of  parliament ;  and  every  person  or 
persons,  bodies  politic  4>r  corporate,  so 
possessed  of,  interested  in,  or  entitled  to, 
any  of  the  said  annuities,  and  so  subscrib- 
ing as  aforesaid,  shall  have  a  certi6cate 
from  the  said  cashiers  of  the  governor  and 
company  of  the  Bank  of  Enghind,  ohbe 
amount  of  the  principal  or  capital  stodc 
bv  them  respectively  subscribed,  and  of 
ail  such  sum  or  sums  of  money  as  he,  she, 
or  they,  shall  be  entitled  to  receive,  in 
consideration  of  sooh  their  sub^ription, 
and  in  lieu  ^nd  discharge  of  his,  her,  or 
their  capital  stock,  so  subscribed ;  and  the 
holders  or  bearers  of  such  certificates  shall 
be  paid,  at  the  Bank  of  England,  the  se- 
veral sums  of  money  expressed  in  suck 
certificates,  together  witli  interest  after 
the  rate  of  3/.  per  cent,  per  ann.  on  the 
capital  stock  to  subscribed,  in  the  manner, 
and  at  the  times  herein  beifore. described: 
that,  upon  payment  of  such  sura  or  sumi 
of  money,  with  such  interest,  the  whole  of 
the  princinal  or  capital  stock  so  subscribed 
shall  stand  discharged,  and  be  annihilated; 
and  the  annuity  payable  in  respect  thereof, 
shall,  from  the  said  5th  of  July,  1772, 
cease  and  be  extinguished.''* 

The  scheme  being  thus  laid  opes,  i 
think  it  incumbent  upon  myself  to  shew 
it  is  the  most  equitable  and  beneficial,  that 
in  our  present  circumstances  can  be  in- 
vented, both  to  the  stockholder  and  to  the 
public.  That  it  is  the  most  equitable  to 
the  stockholder  is  manifest ;  because  aooe 
is  indulged  with  any  preference ;  the  mat* 
ter  being  left  wholly  to  his  own  optiao^ 
and  to  the  operation  of  causes,  which  ad« 
mit  of  little  calculation  or  human  controul* 
That  it  is  more  beneficial  to  the  stockhol- 
der, will  appear  from  considemng  tliat  it  ii 
intended  not  for  a  single  efibrt,  but  as  tbs 
first  of  continued  exertions  of  the  ssoie 
kind  and  extent  to  throw  off  the  burdeo 


*  The  books  were  opened  on  Mond&v  moM- 
ing  at  the  Bank  at  eleven  oVlock.  Tbe  whole 
was  subscribed  before  one.-^he  crowd  was  sO 
great,  that  many  people  were  obliged  to  (D<^ 
up  aiadder  to  get  into  the  rosm. 
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of  o«r  debts,  and  to  refund  to  the  proi* 
p-ietors  of  €tock  their  capital.  The  pub- 
lic debts  being  thus  put  into  a  Kgular 
course  of  payment,  the  stocks  will  na- 
turally rise,  and  gradually  prove  more 
and  more  advantageous  to  the  proprie- 
tor, till  they  at  last  rise  perhaps  to  par ; 
for  there  was  a  time  when  they  were 
at  par.  Look  back  05  years,  and  you  wif I 
find  that  it  is  only  since  that  penod  that 
they  sold  for  less  than  their  original  yalue: 
1  am  sorry  that  they  are  now  so  low, 
and  that  it  is  not  in  our  power  to  apply  a 
more  elfeotual  remedy.  Bttft,  though  we 
caimot  effect  so  great  a  change  as  Mr. 
Pelhain,  yet  let  us  actenpt  what  oui* 
finances  wiM  bear.  It  is  but  what  we  owe 
to  our  cooDtry  and  to  ourselves.  At  pre^ 
sent  there  is  Che  fairest  prospect  of  the 
continuance  of  peace  that  I  have-known  in 
ny  time.  Suppose  it  then  to  continue  for 
ten  yean:  a  supposition  by  no  means  ex* 
travagant.  Peace  has  already  subsisted 
for  nine  years ;  and,  if  we  except  the 
fiurry  of  17 15,  and  the  quarrel  with  Spain, 
which  hardly  deserve  to  be  considered  as 
wars,  we  shall  find  that  peace  lasted  since 
the  memory  of  nian,  27  years.  Henee  ^e 
hypothesb  of  a  ten  years  peace  is  by  no 
Bieans  chimerical.  The  pacific  disppsi* 
tioBSofthe  French  king,  who  regulates 
the  motions  of  eur  great  rival  and  antago* 
RKt,  are  well  known.  What,  then,  hin- 
ders us  from  cherishifig  thia  hope  ?  I 
^new  1  ehall  be  laughed  at  for  forming  any 
calculation  upon  so  precarious  an  event. 
Let  it,  however,  be  remembered  that  I  as- 
sert nothing  as  a  certainty.  I  might  aa 
*fH  pretend  to  command  the  tides  and 
winds  as  the  pasaioaiB  of  men.  I  only  as- 
lert  diat  at  present  there  is  the  fairest 
P'^ospect  of  peace  that  I  «ver  knew.  Let 
^  dieo  sappooe  that  peace  will  last  ten 
J^sn  more.  What  will  be  the  conse- 
^^^eace  to  this  nation,  if  we  continue  to 
P>y  ofannudly  one  million  aad  a  ha}f,  or 
(be  same  sum  that  this  lottery,  and 
h^fiOOi,  taken  now  out  of  the  sinkine 
^d,  will  prodtjce  ?  Upon  calculation  1 
v^d,  that  17  millions  will  be  in  that  time 
ascharged.  Nor  will  this  be  the  only  ad- 
y*Btage.  The  dimtmition  of  the  annuid 
B^erest  payable  upon  the  nationd  debt 
*^ag  from  this  mencenvre  in  the  finances 
^  nuse  the  income  in  the  sinking  fund  so 
^  in  coniunction  with  the  ordinary  taxes 
¥^  land,  malt,  and  so  on,  t,o  make  our 
"^Qual  revenue  amount  to  seven  millions. 
^ow,  suppose  us  to  be  at  the .  end  of  this 
Peiiod  dragged  i&le  a  war..  What  lum  ia 


it  likdy  to  cost  us  ?  Not  audh  enormona 
sums  as  when  we  atood  singly  againat 
France  and  iSpain,  and  at  the  same  titne 
protected  two  sovereigiis.  If  we  embark 
no  farther  in  expence  than  we  did  in  the 
wars  preceding  the  last,  our  yearly  dis- 
bursements wtfl,  as  I  find  by  computation, 
be  at  an  average  about  seven  miiiions.  • 

Thus,  then,  shall  we  be  in  the  space  of 
ten  years,  in  a  condition,  without  any  ad* 
dttional  taxes,  to  undertake  such  wara  as 
preceded  the  Uist.  And  let  it  be  remem-* 
bered  that,  though  our  successes  were  not 
so  brilliant,  thoii^  we  did  not  gain  so  many 
glorious  victories,  nor  made  such  exten- 
sive conqaesta,  nor  conckided  such  an  ad«> 
vantageous  peace,  vet  me  sat  domn  with« 
out  any  loss.  What  prevents  us  from 
adopting  a  nmilar  ^n  of  policy  and  oeco^ 
nemy  upon  a  future  emergency  ?  We  dd 
not  atand  in  need  of  any  conquests.  Our 
dominions  are  at  least  as  extensive  as  we 
oould  widi ;  and  their  improveipent,  not 
their  extension,  should  be  our  chief  aim. 
Thus  we  see,  what  I  believe  no  body  ex- 
pected at  the  oonclusion  of  the  last  war, 
some,  tboogh  no  very  certain,  prospect  of 
gradually  reducing  the  national  debt;  a 
step  which  will  necessarily  raise  our  credit 
and  authority  in  Europe,  and  terrify  our 
enemies  inte  pacific  measures.  For  it  ia 
not  only  an  armed  force,  not  only  great 
armies  and  great  naval  Ibrces  that  will  de** 
ter  our  rivals  from  violence,  but  the  capa- 
city of  raising  these  J^olwaiks  when  occa- 
sion calls.  Ak^  the  latter  method  is  sure- , 
ly  preferable  to  the  former,  which  gene- 
rally tempts  one  party  or  other  to  commit 
acts  of  hostility.  Such  is  the  plan  of  de- 
fence which  ought  in  my  opinion  to  be 
I  adopted  by  a  great  minister,  who  has  not 
!  so  much  to  dread  from  foreign  enemies  as 
from  domestic  foes,  fVom  the  violence  of 
I  laction  and  the  clamour  of  discontent.  If 
<  he  has  not  the  firmness  and  steadiness  o# 
mmd  to  despise  such  impotent  eibrtSi  if 
he  cannot  forego  the  empty  apj^kuse  ef 
the  present  moment  for  the  aolid  pralaa 
i  that  wiM  be  bestowed  upon  him,  when  pre* 
judice  wears  ofl^,  and  odna  reieetion  sue^ 
ceeds  to  passion,  he  has  no  cUho^  to  th# 
title  €»f  a  great  minister. 

•Thus  have  I  proved  this  plan  to  be  th« 
most  just  to  the  stookhdder,  and  the  mesa 
beneficial  to  tile  atockholder  and  the  pub* 
lie.  Such  objections  as  occur  to  me,  be^ 
fore  they  are  made,  I  wiQ  endeavour  td 
remove ;  such  as  do  not  oceur  to  me  I 
must  necessarily  postpone  till  I  hear  them. 
It  will  bd  aaked,  why  this  lottery  ia  madft 
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Sfr  .^\^^  •"  ■Uojwrf  «  profit  tkat 

*w  arw  per  cent?  I  .nnrer,  tint  the 
pwat  upon  the tickete  »  wiy  iwdimd 
«~«t7^ttl«thblotte?w«fi«S 

2l''!vi*««»  •««»  edM,  ind  with  a  Mine 
tt«  might  contribute  to  it>  sneoen.    1 

2jJ^Je^»  -«l«di.pIe«edirSSW 

■we.  The  difficultjr  of  dimo«n«  of  tk- 
^wl«^ep™fiu".^2Kkni^, 
to  every  man  convemnt  in  thit  bonnen. ' 

«rib^'^."^?  **  -^  »«^^ 
g^  ""en  «n  the  aty  may  think  it  worth 

JhoLrfs^  1.^   comimed.    Hen™ 
though  the  «ub«5ription  is  open,  and  « 

room  for  imputation.    Some  gentiemen 
nay  have  more  gracious  aspectt.  mavh« 

^ngth  than  others    Any  or  all  of  Uw2 

•  miniil.1  **  ^^^  *°^^  friend"  fS; 
ministiy,  suspiaon.  will  arise.     PeoSe 

Ifa^Sr.    vu.  »»«Pn»entation«  all  mi- 
»«««areJ«bleto;aodthepn»en.oa3,t 

cd  trom  the  common  lot  of  humanUv 
Wmtever  public  precautions  for  Sj 
tile  sutecnptjon  ope,  could  be  thought"? 
have  been  taken.  Matte«-  have  h^ln  i!I 
ordered  that  the  book^y  t  ZSl^ 
Monday,  and  tiiere  wiU  be^bSSSl  to 
buy  tickeu  on  speculation.  ^ 

^- .DowdettoeU  t 

U«t  the'nibiralK  dtKlfoi 
finance,  whichhi  adopted  iy^^ft^^ 
because  I  was  origllSlly  conviSffim 
the  reason  and  nature  of  things.  aS  i  ^ 

which  it  is  the  business  ofgw^J^f*^' 
buy  and  sunk  the  vdue  ofthfCDS 
c«it.,  which  it  owht  to  sell.  STd?^ 
tnne  wn  nffiden^  apWned  toZ  mi. 
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n-ter  at  the  proper  time,  tat  I  fcrt 
Mame  taim  for  want  of  s^scitj  in  rqte^ 
It,  as  I  now  praise  him  for  oot.oliitbitdt 
penisting  b  this  as  in  other  nunoaiDo. 
•uife,  u  order  to  evince  to  the  admiriv 
iiation  the  firmness  and  itetdiowof  to 
character. 

I     But,  thoughlthusdojoitiEetoluaiil 

one  particular,  let  it  not  be  iumd 

taat  I  approve  of  his  present  pin.  h; 

my  opinion,  the  payment  of  tlieiAil 

doe  mion  demand  to  the  Bsok,  nd 

«m»e  been  tile  proper  applicstimdf  til 

year's  surplos.    For  thi  panwt  of  ih! 

™«e  per  cents,  you  may  lie  your  wi 

twe;  bot^  when  called  opoobrttKMI 

yoo  must  find  die  moiJ^  ixMp 

cbj»e    to    viotote    pariisbeatsir li^i 

What  opportunity,  then,  so  vofiuk 

ProMDti  when  money  Itn,  m  iswm- 

tiiat  tiie  Bank  had  ceased  to  d>!couDtl| 
^concluded  that  this  step  would  be  tib; , 

!T.T  '  "^^  "*«  °o  groundsforioa- 
trftmlinary  a  measure  in  tint  coiponM 
put  8  irant  of  money,  or  opitsl.  Im- 1 
jng.  as  I  do.  die  vast  utility  of  oedits 
trade,  knowing  tiiat  the  Bank  itielfw, 
"MUtutedupon  tiiis  principle,  andthak 
gains  considerably  fey  the  discttiatil 
Mis,  I  had  no  otiier  way  but  tfaisnppi.' 
«Uon  to  account  for  the  pheoomeSk 

A.?  tl"  V"?  "'*"'»'  in  me  to  eipetti 
tha^  ti.o«^  the  Bank  should  set  Z. 

ter,  ti»t   watchful   Palinurus  who  «Mtl 
tiie  helm,  would  have  adopted  thisichnt 

pubhc  good  seemed  to  ,«,„ire?  Th 
refusal  to  discount   biUs   upon   ima, 

ofZ  S*t'*-  ^  "»»  niuchSort  of^ 
of  the  Bank  Itself,  seemed  to  me  aloxsta 
g«ird  as  If  these  houses,  had  reliial 
^k  Wis.  Certainly  they  may  do » 
upon  the  same  grounds,  an/  witislinoit 

mr^.^  accommodated  itself  to  tie 
most  extensive  credit !   Was  not  thii « 

»ten  from  die  ocean  of  die  public  debt*.' 

deb^  h""**^*^  tiiousandpo'Sdsofoi.f 
M^W.«u  *  °"'/  P"'<*a8e8  so  much  of  the 
gockholders.  ,?  diey  chuse  to  accept  his 
tl^T^'  ^Vjnent  supposes  a  tender  of 
tte  full  sum  ducofaVundredf^^shun. 

m^tf*  -.K  u  ''*  •"'«  »  "fwd  of  compw 
n»«ewitii  die  public  creditors ;  bat  »» 
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waA  a  oomprbmbe  as  the  state  of  the 
fands  and  of  the  nation  required.  In  the 
first  place  it  is  unequal  to  the  atockholders; 
because  the  proprietors  of  different  stocks, 
vhoie  values  at  market  now  diftr  by 
tiro  per  cent,  are  to  have  the  same  sum 
far  ereiy  hundred.  Ought  not  the  mi- 
■bter  to  have  attended  to  this  circum* 
since,  and  to  have  hit  upon  some  expe- 
tfeot,  that  would  have  put  all  parties 
Spon  a  par  > 

I  In  the  second  place,  he  has  been  as 
■  jcueless  of  the  interest  of  the  nation  as 
if  that  of  the  stockholders.  By  this  lot- 
iRj  the  public  gains  only  150,000/. 
iferesfl  in  former  lotteries,  when  there 
I  vn  not  so  fair^a  prospect  of  peace,  if  we 
1 9tf  believe  the  mmister.  It  gained 
[•flO^OOO^  Is  this  the  lucrative  and  bene- 
[iail  sdieme  that  it  is  represented  ?  Had 
m  in  these  peaceful,  these  halcyon  days, 
ttsde  a  more  pro6taAile  bargain  than  was 
tisde  in  any  former  period,  he  would 
I  lave  done  but  his  duty.  But  perhaps, 
fastwitiistaoding  the  flattering  appearance 
itfiQ  open  subscription,  there  are  some 
iftendi,  scMne  fkTourites  to  be  served.  It 
A  vorUiy  of  observation  that  the  terms  of 
Me  subscription  are  such  as  will  put  It  in 
ffc  power  of  150  men,  or  less,  to  engross 
^wbole.  I  si^  less;  for  may  not  the 
iMaae  individual  subscribe  In  the  name  of 
Mher  person  t  Such  collusion  is  npt, 
f  believe,  easily  prevented  in  these  tran- 
hMions;  md  particularly  in  this,  where 
pe  prolbsion  of  the  minister  throws  out 
hitemptmg  a  bait  to  avarice.  Were  not 
M  noble  lord  sensible  that  this  new  plan 
pfinance  would  not  bear  scrutiny,  would 
ipported  it  upon  so  sandy  a 
as  the  possible  continuance  of 
r  The  Frendi  king  Is 
disposition,  and  thereby  we 
a  ten  years  peace.  Has  the 
isble  lord  then  ensured  his  life  for  ten 
2^*  Who  will  answer  for  so  uncer* 
pman  event?  Suppose  he  should  live 
'wat  time,  yet  is  not  peace  absolutely  cer- 
Wn.  P^fic  as  he  is,  he  was  lately  very 
*esr  being  dragged  into  a  war  by  his  mi- 
!wer,and  the  fact  Is,  that  he  has  been  in 
kspace  of  less  than  thirt^r  years  engaged 
m  tvo  bloody  and  expensive  wars.  May 
^M  the  king  of  Spain,  who  is  of  a  more 
^ve  and  warlike  frame  of  mind,  and 
w  entertains  an  inveterate  hatred  against 
■»  nation,  strike  the  blow,  and  will  not  the 
■"Bily  compact  force  him  to  follow  the 
Jjef's  example  ?  Let  it  even  be  granted 
"^  these  apprehensions  are  groundleai, 
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yet  it  will  not  follow  that  at  the  end  of 
ten  years  we  shall  have  saved  17  millions^ 
and  added  700,000^  a  jrear  to  our  revenues. 
For  1  observe,  that  it  is  the  maxim  of  ad* 
nainistration  to  enerease  our  expence  ao* 
cording  to  the  enerease  of  our  income. 
Will  the  minister  in  the  course  of  ten 
years,  talk  of  no  new  establishment,  no 
payment  of  civil  list  arrears  ?  I  do  nol 
assert  that  this  will  be  the  case;  I  only 
suggest  the  possibility  of  it.  Besides^ 
who  will  take  upon  him  to  say  that  the  reve- 
nue may  not  decrease  i  According  to  the 
noble  lord,  it  has  actually  decreased  this 
year :  or,  at  least  the  mcmey  expected  hatf 
not  come  into  the  treasury.  But  where  ii 
the  wonder,  when  such  little  care  is  taken 
in  the  appointment  of  proper  collectors  t 
Sic  6.  Yooge,  who<>was,  if  he  Is  not  now^ 
a  lord  of  the  admiralty,  is  a  proprietor, 
purchaser,  and  commissioner  in  the  newly 
ceded  islands.  I  do  not  mean  to  impeach 
the  character  of  this  gentleman;  out  I 
think  it  is  not  in  human  nature  to  do  justice 
in  so  many  capacities.  Qne  comes  with 
his  has  of^^gola,  another  comes  with  his' 
bag  of  diamonds,  and  flesh  and  blood  can- 
not  withstand  them.  The  minister  there- 
fore, needs  not  be  surprized,  that  the  ex- 
pected sums  have  not  come  into  the  trea- 
sury. If  the  rest  of  the  commissioners  be 
on  the  same  footing  the  failure  was  un- 
avoidable. 

But  why  should  this  carelessness  in  ad- 
ministration give  any  concern  to  us,  who 
have  allowed  them  tor  grant,  without  an^ 
examination,  such  large  sums  for  Amen- 
can  extraordinaries?  In  that  department 
there  is  no  check,  no  controid  upon  ad« 
ministration,  and  those  whom  they  may 
chuse  to  appoint.  We  have  never  seen 
any  estimate  of  the  probable  expence ;  not 
a  scrip  of  paper  has  been  laid  before  us.  In 
order  to  enable  us  to  form  some  Idea  of 
the  sums  proper  to  be  granted  for  that 
service.  How  are  we  to  account  for  the 
embarrassed  state  in  which  these  matters 
are  left  ?  Is  it  uncharitable  to  suspect  that 
this  confosion  is  intentional,  that  it  may 
be  the  more  difficult  for  parliament  to  de- 
tect any  malversation,  any  extravagance 
or  peculation  ? 

The  same  species  of  reasoning  is  appli- 
cable to  the  navy,  of  whose  state  we  nave 
heard  such  wonders.  Last  year  you  voted 
40,000  seamen :  80,000  only  Were  raised. 
But  has  the  money  Intended  for  their  main-* 
tenance  been  hoarded  up,  and  brought  to 
the  account  of  savings  ?  By  no  means,  Sir, 
the  wholo  has  been  ^nt.     Tlie  f  roM 
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sum  of  SOOyOOQJL,  ynhidk  yoa-ToM  ftir  w 
particular  purpose,  hoe  ooe  been  applied 
according  to  your  express  orders,  but  been 
diverted,  to  another  serrice.  is  thisdis* 
oretionary  poiver  in  tbe  Admiraky  to  be 
tolerated  I  k  it  to  be  allowed  to  expend 
such  an  iannense  sum  asturo  millions,  for 
that  is  tbe  sum  voted  last  year  for  the  sea 
serviee,  as  it.  pteses ;  and  then  to  send  us 
in  onb^'  a  general  account  of  its  disburse* 
Bsent,  without  producing  a  single  scrip  of 
paper,  a  single  voucher,  to  show  bow,  or 
when,  or  where  it  was  laid  oot  ?  I  an 
•mazed  tliat  the  ministry  should  have 
attempted  to  slur  over  so  capital  a  point. 
Single  as  I  am  in  this  opinion,  and,  late 
,as  it  is  tn  the  session,  I  cannot  help  enters 
ing  my  protest  against  this,  method  of  dis» 
posing  of  th.e  public  money.  In  another 
sesBion  I  shall  certainly  move  for  an  en« 
qutry  into  thia  dangerous  practice,  and 
try  »  division  upon  an  oeconomical  ques- 
tion. If  lord  Sandwich  is  to  have  the  ar- 
bitrary disposal  of  such  a  prodigious  sum^ 
well  may  he  boast  of  having  put  tbe  fleet 
in  excellent  condition.  But  no  dianks  are 
due  to  him,  but  to  your  bountv;  It  has* 
been  lately  the  custonvto  extol  lord  Send- 

,  wich,  and  te  depreciate  sir  £.  Hiftwke  and 
admiral  Saand^  But  when  had  they 
500^000^  extraordinary  te  sport  with  > 
Want  oS  money,  not  want  of  mil  or  vigi- 
lance, kept  the  fleet,  while  they  directed 

.  the  Ajdmiraliy,  in  so  w«ak  a  state.  The 
aobie  lord,  hasgtven  us  a  picture  of  a  great 
minister.  Let  me  be  indulged  with  li- 
berty to  throw  out  my  ideas  on  the  same 
subject.  In  my  opinion  a  great  ministefr 
does  not  show  his  flminess  so  muolvia  de- 
apismg  the  clamours  of  his  fellow-citir^ns, 
as  the  threats  of  his  coTtntr^^'s  enemies. 
^  A  great  miitister  will  not  suffer  his  Ma^ 
jestjp's  dominions  to  be  seized,  nor  the 
British  flog  to  be  insulted  with  impunity. 
He  will  not  see  the  nation  put  by  an 
enemy  to  an  enormous  ex  pence  in  warlike 
preparations,  and  require  no  inderoniHea- 
tiom  He  will  have  a  head  to  plan,  and  a 
heart  to  execute,  measures  of  his  own,  and 
not  be  .  the  mere  instrument  of  another. 
He  will  not  oi^e  day  give  orders  for  a 
naval  armament,  and  in  five,  days,  a  spaoe 
of  tine  too  short  for  receiving  a  more  fa- 
vourable answer  from  the  contment,  coun- 
termand those  orders.'  The  fleet  I  al- 
lude to  was  intended,  as  is  evident  from 
its  being  to  rendezvous  in  the  Downs, 
against  some  northern  power.  Could  any 
fresh  dispatches  have  arrived  from  any 
aortiiera  court  in  five-  days  i    What  then 
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PNls  the  object  of  this  fleet?  Can  any  one 
tell' us  f  After  such  a  Koent  and  uoac- 
ceuntaUe  fluetuation  of  countels,  does  not 
tbe  minister  Galk  with  a  pecnHqr  grace  of 
manHness,  steadiness,  and  firmness,  asd 
othiBT  Romstti  virtues  ? 

Mr.  Jenkins&H  taidy  tiiatthe  differanoe 
of  one  or  two  per  cent,  in  tbe  price  d 
some  of  the  stocks,  waa<  a  matter  of  liuie 
oonae^ehce ;  that  to-morrow  there  might 
be  no  difierence,  as  the  price  of  stodcwas 
so- very  fluctdatidg ;  that  at  any  rate  it  was 
impossible  to  in  ven  C  a  scheme  that  would  be 
entirely  uwaxceptionabie  and  equid  to  all 
parties;    that    an   approximatioa  to  an 
equality  i^as  ail  that  could-  be  expected; 
that  Mr.  Dewdeswdi    wat  raistakaD  in 
supposing  that    government  had  gained 
^OdfiOOL  by  lotteries-  of  the  same  kind; 
t&At  it  had  gamed  oaiy  180,000/. ;  that 
the  magnitude  of  the  present  plan,  and 
the  advantages  ariMg  from  its  suosea, 
called  for  a  little  liberality  in  the  public; 
that  when  he  heard  of  the  Bank  forbearing 
to  diseount  bitts,  he  entertained  the  sane 
opMMOtt  as.  Mr.  Dowdeswell;     that  tbe 
noble  lord  being  of  tbe  same  opinioa*  had 
asked  tbe  Bank,  whether  they  wanted  tn 
have  the  million  la  question  paid;  that 
they  declined  the  offer ;  that  ne  thence 
concluded  the  Bbnk  had  not  disconlinQBd 
the  discounting  of  biUa  for  want  of  caiii: 
that  he  believ^  theit  motive  in  this  mea- 
swre  was.  ta  peevent  the  eicpoEtataoo  of 
our  coin  by  Jews^  who  bft  tbi»>iniqaitoaa 
tralEok  made  a  shillin^upo»  every  gulDca^ 
and  reeeived  bilb  of  escelumge  in  return; 
tiuit^  as'thia  was  thereal  state  of  the  caae^ 
the  scheme  now  ofieeed  by  thevnoble  lord 
waa  tbe.  only  sensibln  wayiof  serviag  the 
public  that  remained ;  that  as'to  the  Aai^ 
ricaa  eatraordinarles,  .orchers  had  been 
given  for  sending  in  such  papers' as<  would 
enabk  the  treaanry  to  font  an  estimete; 
that  from  some  cause  or  ether,  whicb  li0 
did  not  know,  Uiese  papem  wett  not  jf 
complete;    that  he  hoped  they^wookl  ia 
another  year  be  conpiete)  atod  that  tto 
the  House  should  have  the  satisfaction  re* 
quired:    that,  with  reep«et  to  what  bad 
been  said  of  the  navy^  he  woukl  be  silent, 
and  allows  those,  whose  province  it  vaS|  to 
explain  that  matter;    that  the   favours 
which  he  had  received  front  the  minister 
left  his  testimony  to  his  integrity  and  up- 
rightness but  little  weighty  but  that,  as  far 
as  his  word  would  go,  he  nnist  upoo  the 
^inciples  of  gratitude  and  justice^  tree  bio 
irom  ail  imputations  of  sdfishoess  or  nej^li* 
genoe  in  the  moniigemeat  of  puUie  affiuit* 
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Mr«  H«rwy  taidy  that  the  money  grantei 
by  pirliament  was  properly  laid  out  by  the 
Adnriraltv;  that  lie  meant  to  bayethat 
day  produced  to  the  House  the  papery 
which  ga?e  an  account  of  its  expenditure ; 
but  that  in  the  multiplicity  or  other  pa* 
pen  they  had  been  mislaid ;  but  that  he 
would  endeavour  to  bring  them  on  the 
fbUowing  day;  that  he  knew  of  no  orders 
^iven.to  fit  out  a  hostile  armament ;  that. 
ior  ought  he  knew,  the  fleet  in  question 
was  no  more  than  what  he  hoped  we 
ihould  for  the  future  see  every  year,  a 
fleet  ordered  to  rendezvous  for  the  pur* 
pofie  of  goin^  through  the  naval  evolutions, 
and  of  forcing  every  man  concerned  to 
Iceep  our  ships  m  good  repair,  and  of 
proving  to  tne  nation,  and  to  all  the 
world,  that  our  grand  and  natural  bul- 
wark is  in  the  best  state  of  defence. 

Mr.  ConnoaU  said,  that  he  entirely 
tgreed  with  Mr.  Dowdeswell  in  what  he 
had  said  with  regard  to  the  navy ;  that, 
though  80  nearly  connected  with  the  sea 
^errfce,  he  yet  could  not  help  entering  his 
protest  against  allowing  the  Admiralty  a 
discretionary  power  of  applying  such  an 
immense  sum  of  money  in  what  manner 
they  pleased;  that  he  congratulated  the 
noble  lord  upon  his  relinquuhing  the  plan 
of  close  lotteries ;  that  the  only  list  of  sub- 
Kriben  ever  shown  to  the  House  was  the 
most  dis^ceful  to  the  minister  that  could 
be  imagined;  and  that  he  hoped  for  the 
nke  of  his  own  character  the  noble  lord 
would  never  more  plan  a  close  lotteiy; 
that  while  such  transactions  stared  parlia- 
nient  in  the  fiice,  it  was  in  vain  that  his 
friends  and  dependents  vouched  for  his 
^interestedheas  and  generosity. 

Lord  North  replied,  that  in  his  opinion 
Mr.  Jenkinson  had  satisfactorily  answered 
Mr.  DowdeswelPs  objections  to  the  lot- 
tery ;  that  however  severe  that  right  hon. 
gentleinan's  reflections  might  be  upon  him, 
he  would  not  repine  while  they  tended  to 
the  public  good;  that,  as  to  the  money 
anting  from  the  sale  ik  lands  in  the  con- 
quered iriands,  he  could  not  explain  the 
^ason  of  its  not  reaching  to  the  Treasury, 
but  the  fiict  was,  that  it  had  not  yet  reached 
it ;  that  he  understood  the  gentleman  who 
superintended  that  business  was  on  his 
Passage  home,  and  that  he  doubted  not  he 
would  satisfiuitorily  explain  the  mystery ; 
^at,  with  respect  to  sir  G.  Yonge's  pos* 
iesttog  so  many  places,  the  present  minis- 
tens  were  not  peculiarly  blameable ;  that  no 
coraplaiDt  had  been  preferred  against  him ; 
mt  he  acted,  aad  with  urtisfiK^ODi  io  the 
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same  capacity,  dimng  two  former  admi- 
nistrations, in  one  of  which  Mr.  Dowdes- 
wdl  bore  a  capital  part ;  that  the  hon, 
gentleman  had  his  leave  to  represent  hina 
as  a  bulPor  bear,  or  kune  aucik  in  the 
Alley,  if  he  pleased;  that  there  were  good 
grounds  for  ordering  out  a  fleet,  and  good 
grounds  for  countermanding  it ;  that  every 
thing  was  obtained  whiclf  could  be  ob- 
tainec|  by  a  fleet;  that,  except  he  was 
commanded  by  the  House,  he  could  not 
think  it  proper  to  disclose  so  delicate  atf 
af&ir;  that  time  would  discover  it,  and 
fully  justify  the  conduct  of  administration ; 
that  Mr.  Dowdeswell  accused  him  unrea- 
sonably of  having  no  plan  of  his  own,  as  it 
was  enough  if  he  approved  bf  another's 
Bchetne  to  make  him  adopt  it;  that  to 
come  into  the  House,  and  say,  <<  this  ig 
my  plan,  I  framed  it,  ai)d  you  must  em« 
brace  it/'  would  be  such  arrogance* and 
presumption  as  the  Commons  of  Great- 
britaiawould  never  endure ;  that  he  never 
meant  to  apply  to  himself  the  character  of 
a  great  minister  which  lie  had  given ;  that 
it  flowed  naturally  from  the  rest  of  his  dis- 
coursie ;  that  any  man  in  the  House,  and 
particularly  Mr.  Dowdeswell,  would  exe- 
cute better  than  himself  a  trust,  which, 
however,  he  endeavoured  to'  discharge 
faithfully,  and  ably  as  far  as  his  talents 
would  go.  ^ 

Mr.  Edmund  Burke  .* 

Sir  Charles  Whitworth ;  I  do  not 
rise  so  much  to  discuss  the  new  plan  of 
finance  proposed  by  the  minister  as  to 
oiFer  my  sentiments  upon  certain  uncon- 
stitutional doctrines,  which  he  has  ad< 
vainced.  The  right  hon.  gentleman,  who 
spoke  second  in  the  debate,  begs  to  know 
the  reason  of  the  contradictoiy  orders 
lately  issued  from  the  Admiralty ;  for, 
notwithstanding  the  pretended  ignoranco 
of  an  hoii.  gentleman,  who  sits  at  thai 
board,  such  orders,  I  find,  were  actually 
issued.  The  noble  lord  does  not  deny 
that  we  have  a  right  to  enquire  into  this^ 
as  well  as  into  all  other  matters,  that  affect 
ihe  commonwealth.  But  how  would  ho 
have  us  institute  this  enauiry  ?  What  plaft 
does  he  chalk  out  to  enable  us  to  come  at 
the  proper  data,  at  the  fiMts,  upon  which 
our  decision  must  depend  ?  Why;  he  re- 
fers us  to  time.  Time  is  the  sole  oracle  to 
whom  we  must  apply  for  the  solution  of 
all  our  doubts  ana  difficulties.  From  the 
minister  no  information  Is  to  be  expected* 
These  secrets,  as  too  sacred  to  be  trusted 
to  our  profane  keepbg,  b$  pr^servci  Ipck^ 
La*] 
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ed  up  in  his  own  breast  Hfiw  loog  is  it 
aince  we  b^catnethus  unworthy  of  Mviog 
whatever  affected  the  honour  and  dignity 
of  the  nation  conmunicated  to  ua  ?  There 
waa  a  time  when  ministers  thought  thera- 
Selves  boiind  to  acdDunt  to  this  House  for 
their  conduct ;  but  it  is  nor  no  Daore.  If 
we  call  upon  those  who  are  in  responsible 
offices  for  any  necsessary  information,  they 
desire^  us  to  go  and  consult  time.  Thie 
ancient  parliamentary  mode  was  to  apply 
to  the  treasury,  to  die  admiraltyt  or  di- 
rectly to  the  sovereign ;  but  now  we  must 
turn  our  eyes  to  time.  A  very  useful  in- 
vention this  to  administration ;  for  it  will 
fender  any  enquiry  into  their  conduct  very 
difficult,  if  not  impossible. 
,  Sir,  I  am  not  surprised  to  find  the 
House  so  very  disorderly  ;  for  the  matter 
under  consideration  is  of  so  very  little  con- 
sequence, that  it  does  not  deserve  their 
attention.  The  public  entertain  the  same 
opinion ;  for  you  see  the  galteties  are  like 
to  break  down  with  the  weight  of  stranger^ 
98  you  are  oleased  to  call  the  people  of 
England.  How  well  this  circumstance 
proves  the  existenee  of  that  sympathy^ 
which  ought  ever  to  aabsiat  between  the 
electors  and  the  elected !  But  where  is  the 
wonder?  The  discussion  of  a  phn  df 
finance  new  in  its  kind,  and  extensive  in 
its  effects:  a  plan,  upon  which  the  mi- 
nister means  to  buUd  Uie  salvation  of  this 
country,  is  to  them  an  object  neither  of 
curiosity,  nor  of  interest.  They  treat  it, 
IS  if  it  affiscted  their  oonstitufents  as  little 
as  themselves.  But  why  do  I  talk  of  con- 
atituenu;  They  have  been  long  out  of  the 
question. 

Sir,  I  orotest,  this  is  a  mere.parlia* 
Vientary  fiirce,  and  you  act  a  great  part  in 
Ihis  fiuroe.  I  see  I  shall  be  called  to  ^rder. 
Be  it  so.  I  wHlti6  my  duty,  and  speak  my 
•entiments  without  reservob  I  repeat  it, 
thii  is  but  a  grand  parliamentaiy  farqe^ 
,  The  minister  conies  down  in  state,  attend- 
ed with  his  creatures  of  all  denominations^ 
beasts  clean  and  unclean ;  for  the  Tree-, 
fury,  as  It  has  been  managed  of  late,  has 
been  worse  than  Noah's  ark.  With  such^ 
bowever,  as  they  are,  he  comes  down^ 
opens  his  bnd^  and  edifies  us  all  witii 
kis  speech.  WeH;  he  siu  down.  What 
is  the  consequence  ?  One  half  of  the  House 
f^oes  away.  A  gentleman  on  the  opposite 
tide  gett  up  and  harangues  on  the  stale  of 
ihe  nation ;  and,  in  order  to  keep  matters 
ievea,  anotter  hidf  retires  at  the  doSe  of 
kis  speedib  A  third  gentleman  follows 
4li8iraamnpla^aod  sids  iha  Home  of  azio^ 
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tber  half— ( loud Javi^  through  the  Hoase ) 
—Sir,  I  take  the  bluader  te  myself,  and 
express  my  satisfiictioo  ^t  havtog  said  sdjt 
thing  that  can  put  the  House  in  good  ha- 
mour.  Whether  the  House  be  emptied 
by  one  half,  two  halves,  or  thfee  balrei, 
the  public  is  equally,  deseited.  While 
gentlemea  will  not  only  not  attend  their 
duty  in  parliament,  but  disturb  and  csd- 
found  those  who  would  preserve  at  lesit 
some  show  of  conscience,  how  can  I  help 
calling  this  a  parliamentary  farce  \  8ir,  it 
is  an  egregioui  farce,  and  the  nation  sect 
abd  feeh  it.  But  what  care  they  \  They 
are  firm  and  steady,  and  despise  the  da- 
mours  of  faction.  Sir,  when  did  you  faear 
of  an  odious  ministry  that  didAot  call  the 
clamo^rs  of  the  people  the  clainours  of  fac- 
tion ?  I  am  not  #uiprized  at  their  firmDCM 
and  steadiuess ;  I  mean  their  firmness  aod 
steadiness  in  keeping  thar  places.  Who 
that  is  destitute  of  coaspieace  aod  that 
laughs  at  the  murmurs  of  his  fellow-sub- 
jects, would  not  in  this  Hottsot  surrounded 
oy  a  conqpiaisant  majority  within  doon» 
and  defended  by  40,000  men  withosl 
dooia;  who,  i  say^  thus  disposed,  would 
not  show  as  much  firmness  and  steftdinea 
as  our  intrepid  ministers  I  But  have  thcj 
diecovered  the  same  firmness  in  nego* 
ciatTqg  witli  our  enemies  ?  that  is  the  ({ttei- 
tion*  There  is  not  a  lisping  infimt  that 
will  not  answer  in  the  ncigative. 

Having  said  thus  much,  let  me  join  my 
right  faoa.  friend  on  the  floor  in  proteit- 
ing  against  this  new  and  dangerous  modS) 
which  has  been  lately -adopted  of  divert- 
ing aums  qipropriated  by  parUament  to 
particular  fmrposes  from  the  specified  ser- 
vices, if  this  oractice  be  daowed,  1  do 
not  see  fior  what  purpose  we  aasendbls 
here^  and  aBsume  the  name  of  the  peopled 
representatives.  Give  but  a  discretiooiry 
poirer  of  this  sort  to  any  osao,  and  he  will 
reader  it  isopossible  for  yoa  ever  to  koov 
the  detaH  of  every  service^  or  to  detect 
bJun  in  any  fraud  or  peculation*  ^^ 
it  from  me  to  charge  lord  Sandwich  with 
aay  tbhig  of  this  nature.  No^  JSir ;  sai^ 
/m  attempt  would  be  vaia;  ^puUic 
knows  htm  to  be  a  man  of  ptWe  hands  and 
baUowed  heart ;  in  short,  an  Israelite  ia- 
deed.  An  attack,  therefore,  upon  ha 
character  would  be  as  lidicalous  sa  iak- 
•potent ;  it  would  be  only  biting  a  ffle. 

And  now.  Sir,  indulge  me  with  i^ ^*^ 
say  a  few  words  upon  the  suli^ect  of  aw- 
taiy  eitnbJMimcstter 
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oot  abflolfileH  inodeni,  (fbr  we  r^  of 
sach  an  inslltuttoii  in  aocieot  tim^)  is 
new  to  the  extent  it  is  now  carried  in  Eu- 
rope. Chari^  the  5th  was  perhaps  the 
first  great  monarch  that  set  the  example* 
Lewis  the  14th  trod  in  his  steps,  put 
what  was  the  consequence  of  their  mighty 
efforts?  In  time  of  peace  they  exhausted 
that  strength  which  they  should  h^rve  re* 
^erred  foi*  wan  Those  youn^  and  vigor- 
ous men  >irhom  they  Kept  in  idleness, 
should  have  by  their  industry  and  labour 
added  to  the  wedth  and  population  of  the 
state.  Hence,  when  they  entered  upon 
real  action,  they  found  themselves  desti- 
tute of  the  sinews  of  war,  of  weahh,  of  pro- 
visions and  money,  and  of  recruits  qf  men^ 
without  which  veterans  soon  moulder 
away,  and  coqvipced  them  of  the  short- 
sightedness of  their  politics ;  while  their 
adTersaries,  thoueh  a  little  embarrassed  at 
first,  improved  daily,  and  went  on  from 
strength  to  strength,  tiD  at  last  they 
proved  superior.  It  is  therefore  with  re- 
gret that  I  see  our  military  and  naval  esta- 
blishments constantly  upon  the  increase. 
At  the  end  of  every  war  it  gains  some- 
thing. 8,000  mhn  constituted  our  stand- 
ing army  at  the  dose  of  king  WiHifim's 
wars.  It  gradually  rose  from  that  num- 
ber to  16,000;  and  nbw  it  standi  at 
i^)000.  The  Irish  army  was  augmented 
in  the  same  manner  from  12,000  nominally 
to  15,000 ;  and  yet  I  will  venture  to  say 
that  Ireland  is  not  better  protected  nbr 
secured  in  any  shape  than  it  was  befons 
&e  augmentatron.  Upon  the  same  plan 
our  »eamen  are  augmented. 

In  short,  Sir,  aU  our  expences^  of  every 
Isind  are  constantly  rising  not  only  accord- 
ing to  the  prices  of  things  (a  misfortune 
which  will  necessarily  attend  the  increase 
of  specie)  but  also  according  to  the  lapse 
of  time.  Every  year  adds  something  new 
to  our  disbursements.  What  w9l  be  the 
consequence  of  this  profusion  ?  In  vaiu  do 
our  revenues  encrease — a  supposition  in- 
deed which  does  not  seem  justiBed  by 
this  jear's  accounts,  if  we  thus  eat  our 
com  in  the  blade,  and  spend  our  strength 
upon  the  empty  air :  if  we  thus  draw  our 
Bvords  before  the  day  of  battle  comes, 
and  exhaust  upon  the  parade  what  should 
be  reserved  for  the  field,  we  shall  certainly 
find  oursehres  in  the  situation  of  Lewis  the 
14th,  who  with  an  army  of  300,000  vete- 
^tos,  found  himself  at  last  unabje  to  cope 
tith  this  nation,  who  had  entered  the  fiad 
^  less  than  10,000  men.  It  must  be 
coafifiMed,  thai  at  first  we  are  in  some 
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conftisioiiy  or  as  the  noble  lord  elegantly 
calls  |t,  in  a  flurry,  ^ut  we  soon  recover. 
We  are  naturally  warlike,  and  in  a  short 
time  learn  taptics^  Possessed  of  wealth, 
possessed  of  people,  possessed  in  short  of 
all  the  sinews  ef  war,  we  every  da]^  eain 
upon  the  enemy^  and  his  spirits  sink  as 
ours  rise.  This  being  evidently  the  stat^ 
of  the  case,  what  can  we  mean  by  imitat- 
ing t(io3e  two  states  of  Grermany,  who  are 
gradually  wasting  one  another's  strepeth 
by  an  armed  peace,  and  who  are  every  day 
ruining  their  subjects  for  the  show  of  an 
army,  which  in  thne  will  moulder  i^way, 
and  leave  a  drealdfol  waste  behind?  France 
has  discovered  die  bad  policy  of  keeping 
up  a  large  army,  and  haA  therefore  beguti . 
a  plan  of  reducti(m.  While  she  is  re* 
trenching,  oueht  we  to  add  ?  Let  us  re« 
turn  to  our  old  policy,  by  which  we  grew 
great  and  glorious,  and  trust  to  our  own 
native  bravery,  and  the  strength  of  our 
insular  situation  for  our  defence.  Form* 
erly,  our  militia  was  nothing.  Now,  i|  is 
adaed  to  our  annual  expence.  When  it 
was  established  ought  not  the  regulars  to 
have  been  proportionably  reduced?  But 
the  minuter  will  say,  what  could  be  done  f 
When  France  sent  an  armament  to  any 
part  of  the  worid,  were  we  not  forced  to 
send  Qut  an  armament  of  observatioa  ?  tf 
they  send  a  fleet  to  Mauritius,  did  not 
prudence  require  that  we  should  send  Out 
a  fleet  to  watch  their  motions?  By  na 
means.  If  y.ou  follow  this  plan,  you  feach 
France  and  Spain  the  true  method  of  ruip« 
ing  you.  The  most  prudential  method  of 
nrpceeding  in  those  cases  is  this.  Yotr 
nave  ambassadors  at  foreign  courts,  and  if 
they  be  vmilant,  they  may  give  you  Intel- 
ligence  ofall  the  motions  of  your  rivals. 
Without  their  knowledge  they  can  send 
out  neither  fleet  nor  army.  AS'  sqou, 
therefore,  as  you  learn  that  they  have 
taken  any  step  that  indicates  hostility,  de« 
mand  an  explanation,  a  categories  ao<« 
swer  with  reject  to  the  destination  of  the 
armament ;  and  let  them  know  that  tl^ey 
shall  answer  in  Europe  for  any  hostift 
measure  they  take  in  Asia  or  America  j 
that  you  will  not  be  pursuing  them  from 
place  to  place,  but  strike  a  mecisive  b)ow 
where  it  is  most  convenient ;  that  instead 
of  keeping  a  fleet  in  the  East  or  West  In- 
dies, you  will  seiae  their  merchant-mep» 
burn  their  harbours,  and  destroy  their  men 
of  war.  This  is  the  true  way  of  dealing 
with  France  or  Spain.  The  law  of  nations 
has  established  it  as  a  maxim,  and  to  the 
observance  of  it  at  the  beginning  of  the 
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last  war  the  king  of  Pninia  ovret  that  great^ 
apd  glorious  figure  which  he  now  cuts  in 
Europe.  Woidd  it  be  unworthj  of,  our 
ministry  to  imitate  so  ereat  a  pohtidan  i 

Mr.  Charles  Fox  observed,  that  there 
was  nothing  new  in  the  Admiralt;^'s  prac- 
tice of  applying  to  one  what  was  intended 
by  parliament  for  another,  as  it,  was  au- 
thorized to  do  90  not  only  by  custom  and 
necessity,  but  by  the  very  words  of  the 

Sant,  as  any  one  might  see  by  consulting 
e  Act.  1 

Mr.  Burke  replied,  that  he  was  very 
well  satisfied  that  the  practice,  as  now  ma- 
naged, was  not  only  new,  but  unconstitu- 
tional :  that,  till  now,  it  was  never  heard 


that  the  Admiralty,  instead  of  giving  a  mi 
nute  detail  of  the  application  of  so  large 
a  sum  as  500,000^.  laid  out  according  to 
its  own  discretion,  told  the  House  in  ge- 
neral that  it  was  expended  upon  the  navy, 
that  some  regulation  in  so  essential  a 
point,  was,  for  the  future,  absolutely  ne- 
cessary. 

]^r.  Constantine  Pkipps  said,  that  the 
merit  of  lord  Sandwich  consisted  in  having 
insisted  upon  being  the  sole  director  of  the 
navy,  ana  refusing  to  undertake  that  de- 
partnient,  if  he  was  not  allowed  more 
ample  powers  than  his  predecessors;  in 
short,  u  he  was  not  to  be  his  own  master, 
but  the  deputy  of  another  man.  If  this 
state  of  t)ie  case  was  true,  his  conduct,  he 
said  was  certainly  meritorious. 

Mr.  7\  Townshend  said,  that  many 
members  had  misunderstood  what  was 
said  by  Mr.  Dowdeswell,  with  regard  to 
.  the  navy ;  that  he  did  not  accuse  any  man 
of  malversation,  but  blamed  the  House  for 
Bot  insisting  upon  a  minute  and  circum- 
stantial detail  of  the  expenditure  of  the 
anoney  laid  out  upon  the  navy ;  that  he 
was  convinced  the  troops  we  had  stationed 
in  the  West  Indies  answered  no  good  pur- 
pose ;  that  th^  'West  India  islands  must  be 
protected  by  our  shippmg,  not  hv  our  sol- 
•oiery ;  that  European  soldiers  found  Uiat 
country  only  a  ^rave;  that  by  accident  he 
bad  seen  a  regiment  returned  from  their 
two  years  service  in  that  part  of  the  world, 
and  that  they  were  reduced  to  seventy 
men;  that  their  successors  in  the  same  pe- 
riod of  time  would  be  eoually  reduced ; 
that  for.  these  reasons  noUiing  was  more 
impolitic  than  to  keep  up  so  large  an  army, 
which  in  case  of  necessity  must  prove  in- 
efiectual,  as  it  was  merely  nominal;  as  it 
swallowed  up  as  much  pav  as  if  it  was 
'  complete,  and  was  incapable  of  any  real 
service. 
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Lord  Nmik  said,  that  be  sgreed  with 
Mr.  Burke  in  the  general  principles 
which  he  bad  laid  down,  and  that  no  man 
laid  them  .down  in  fi  more  agreeable  and 
convincing  manner;  but  mat  general 
principles  were  not  always  i^plicable  to 
particular  cases ;  that  the  armament  in  the 
East  Indies  was  Sfcnt  out  as  a  fleet  of  ob< 
servation  to  prevent  any  designs  of  the 
French  in  that  quarter ;  that  France  had  a 
considerable  force  stationed  at  the  Mauri- 
tius ;  that  that  force  was  obviously  intended 
against  our  dominions  in  India ;  that  self- 
preservation  called  for  preventive  mea* 
sures  on  our  sides;  tnat  the  ministrj 
would  have  been  blamed,  and  jusdj 
blamed,  if  they  had  not  taken  this  step; 
that,  when  our  rival  withdrew  her  forces, 
ours  would  naturally  follow ;  that,  in  con- 
sequence, our  navy  would  be  lessened  by 
six  ships ;  that,  when  this  event  actually 
took  place,  he  was  of  opinion  that  we 
should  return  to  our  old  establishment  of 
16,000  men ;  that  he  would  join  issue 
with  any  man  in  making  any  redaction 
that  was  consistent  with  the  general  safety; 
that  the  reflections  cast  upon  the  disburse- 
ment, of  the  money  appropriated  to  the 
service  of  the  navy,  were  ill  founded ;  that 
the  Admiralty  was  not,  by  the  grant,  con- 
fined to  such  narrow  limits  as  were  usual 
in  other  cases ;  that,  however,  those  who 
sat  at  that  board  were  answerable  for  any 
misapplication  of  the  money  allotted  for 
the  sea-service;  that  he  was  persuaded  it 
had  been  on  this  occasion  properlj^  ap- 
plied ;  and  that  it  was  at  any  time  in  the 
power  of  the  House  to  be  convinced  of  it. 
The  Resolution  was  agreed  to. 


Debate  in  the'Commtnu  on  the  Bdlio 
regulate  the  Elections  of  Commttee- 
men  for  the  African  Companif,^  May  5. 
Sir  W.  Meredith  having  some  time  before 
presented  to  the  House  a  Petition  from 
the  merchants  of  Liverpool,  complaining 
of  malversation  in  the  management  of  the 
African  trade,  Mr.  Jones,  a  merchant  in 
that  trade,  was  called  to  the  bar.  On  bis 
examination  it  appeared,  that  at  present 
the  number  of  freemen  entitled  to  vote  for 
governors  of  the  Company  amounted  to 
1,425;  that  about  the  time  of  election  it 
was  customaij  to  bring  in  lists  of  such  a* 
were  proper  for  being  chosen;  that,  upoo 
the  payment  of  40*.  the  corporation-feei 
they  were  elected;  that  thete  were  strong 
reasons  for  believing,  that  these  voters 
were  made  free  at  the  expence,  not  of 
themselves,  but  of  certain  monied  ^^ 
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whomeunttomoniopolise  the  mani 
of  the  ConpiMiy ;  umt  very  few  ol  these 
freemen  were  any  way  coDcerned  in  the 
African  trade ;  that  their  place  of  abode 
could  not,  upon  the  stricteat  enqoiry,  be 
found  ottt ;  that  the  share  of  the  Liver- 
pool  merchants  in  the  African  trade  was 
to  that  of  London  nearly  as  29  to  8,  or  4 
to  1 ;  that  there  were  well-grounded  com- 
plauts  against  the  committee  of  the  Com- 
pany. 

Mr.  Clelandy  another  African  merchant,; 
who  had  stood  candidate  for  the  office  of 
comnuttee«roan,  deposed,  that  many  of 
the  freemen  could  not,  upon  the  most  di- 
ligeot  search  by  him  and  his  friend^  upon 
Change,  and  at  the  Post-office,  be  traced 
out;  that  several  of  the  letters  directed  to 
them  came  back,  because  no  such  persons 
vere  known. 

Mr.  Sylva,  clerk  to  the  Company,  de- 
posed, that  a  Mr.  Wibon  brousht  a  list  of 
150  or  more  persons  to  be  elected  free- 
men at  one  tinae ;  that  as  he  did  not  at 
aoj  time  take  the  corporation  fee,  he  could 
Bot  tell  who  paid  the  money ;  that  very 
few  of  the  voten  were  concerned  in  tfa« 
African  trade. 

Mr.  Smith,  one  of  the  most  considerable 
in  the  trade,  declared  that  there  was  a 
combination  formed  by  a  few  men  for  hav- 
ing the  direction  of  the  trade,  for  private 
>Dd  had  purposes :  that  he  saw  a  bond  of 
anociation  entered  into  by  five  men  for 
^ring  jointly  the  expence  of  elections, 
U)d  for  converting  the  trade  to  their  own 
adrantage ;  that  Ames  Johnson, -^  Wilson 
aod  three  other  names,  which  he  gave  from 
ftpaner  m  his  hand,  were  the  persons; 
that  he  did  not  know  whether  the  paper 
niited  now  or  not:  that  of  late  there 
were  heavy  complaints  against  the  com- 
mittee; that  he  himself  had,  with  others 
interested  in  the  trade,  sisned  a  complaint 
against  them  to  the  Board  of  Trade. 

The  Speaker  w<fuld  not,  at  the  instance 
of  tir  Wuliam  Meredith,  Mr.  Phipps,  and 
Mr.  Dempster,  suffer  Mr.  Smith  to  speak 
to  the  contents  of  the  paper,  because  it  was 
the  rule  of  every  well-regulated  court  to 
fdmitonly  the  best  evidence  that  could  be 
oad.  If  the  paper  cannot  be  got,  it  will 
uien  be  time  enough  to  call  upon  Mr. 
^th,  who  will  thus  be  possessed  of  the 
w  evidence  in  our  power  to  procure. 

Mr.  Peregrine  Ciut^  who  seemed  to  take 
opon  him  the  defence  of  the  gentlemen  ar- 
i^igned,  observed,  that  none  of  the  wit- 
nesses could  say,  that  they  knew  of  any 
cftf««i«u*^  preferred  agaust   the   com- 


mittee till  y/wr  lately ;  that  no  alteratiois* 
was  made  in  the  constitution  of  the  Com* 
pany,  but  that  it  stood  upon  its  ancient 
foundation;  that  the  trade  was  in  a 
flourishing  condition^  as  he  would  under- 
take to  prove,  afler  they  had  allowed  him 
to  examine  the  Company's  secretary; 
that  this  could  not  possibly  be  the  case,  if 
their  affiiirs  were  mismanaged,  or  if  there 
was  an  iniquitous  combination ;  that  the 
act  of  parliament,  which  established  the 
qualification  of  voters,  meant  to  put  the 
Company  upon  as  wide  a  basis  as  possible, 
that  the  West  Indies,  who  were  more  con- 
cerned in  the  African  trade  than  London; 
and  Bristol,  and  the  rest  of  our  sea- porta 
put  together,  might  sustain  no  injury  by 
any  combination  among  interested  men. 

Sir  fF.  Meredith  answered,   that  the. 
Company  might  be  in  a  flourishing  condi- 
tion, but  yet  not  in  such  a  flourishing  con- 
dition as  they  would'  naturally  have  riseiit 
to,  if  these  combinations  did  not  exist ; 
that  men  would  never  enter  into  combina- 
tions, if  their  views  were  upright  and  ho- 
nest, much  less  would  they  introduce  spu« 
rious  voters,  and  be  ffuilty  of  a  fraud,  or 
elude  the  intention  of  an  act  of  parliament; 
that  the  act  of  parliament  could  never 
mean  to  throw  the  management  of  the 
African  company  into  the  hands  of  men 
who  were  no  way  concerned  in  it,  and  un- 
derstood nothing  of  its  nature ;  that  he  did 
not  intend  by  an  inquiry  to  throw  any  re- 
flection upon  any  man  or  set  of  men ;  that 
he  meant  only  to  do  justice  to  his  consti- 
tuents, who,  as  appeared  from  the  evi- 
dence, were  so  essentially  interested  in 
the  matter ;  that  it  was  clear,  that  so  many 
spurious  votes  as  were  admitted  at  elec- 
tions, would  necessarily  take  the  manage- 
ment of  afiairs  out  of  the  hands  of  those 
who  were  best  qualified  for  conducting, 
and  most  affected  by  the  African  trade; 
that  no  man  could  be  a  better  judge  of  that 
matter  than  Mr.  Cust,  who  came  into  par- 
liament by  means  of  34  voters  of  New 
Shoreham;  that  the  800  now  appointed  by 
the  legislature,  for  the  manifest  corruption 
of  that  borouch,  to  ^ote  at   elections, 
would  render  his  34  votes  of  very  little 
use ;  that  in  the  same  manner,  the  eleven' 
hundred  spurious  votes,  admitted  at  the 
election  of  a  committee  for  the  African 
company,   would  render  the  250  ,  legal 
votes  of  little  service;  that  in  order  to  put 
things  upbn  their  ancient  and  legal  footmg, 
he  wished  to  have  this  matter  maturely 
considered,  and  that  he  did  not  doubt  of 
proving,  if  so  manifest  a  thing  required  a 
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protffy  t«  the.HoUie  Ike  iiepefsity  of  llie 
proposed  reform. 

Mr.  Burke  said,  that  at  present  the  fhse« 
nen,  whether  spurious  voters  or  not, 
ought  to  be  considered  as  legal  voters,  till 
they  were  proved  the  reverse ;  that  they 
bought  their  qualification,  ^  at  least  were 
8U{^06ed  to  have  bought  it;  t^at  they 
>rere  not  to  be  deprived  of  their  franchise 
biit  by  due  course  of  law ;  that  the  case  of 
^ew  Shorehem  was  not  similar,  because 
the  electors  of  that  borough  had  been 
proved  guilty  oPnotorious  corruption,  and 
^because  no  such  charge  was  made  good 
'against  the  freemen  or  the  African  com- 
pany, 

'  A  9iU  was  ordered  in  for  regnkting  the 
future'elections  of  eummittee-men  for  the 
AiWcan  Company. 

May  90.    On  the  motion  for  the  third 
reading  of  the  Bill» 

Mr«  Edmund  Bwrh  MMd : 

Sir ;  when  any  new  regulation  is  to 
b^  made,  or  any  new  act  to  be  passed,  I 
would  have  it  weighed  and  examined  upon 
the  principles  of  the  constitution,  ana,  if 
found  inconsistent  with  them,  rejected. 
Let  us  pursue  tliis  plan  in  the  present  in- 
ataace.  This  Bill  would  have  us  confine 
the  right  of  diection  to  those  who  actually 
do  trade,  or  intend  to  trade  to  Africa. 
What  is  the  '  consequence  of  this  altera- 
tion ?  You  cut  off  at  once  above  twelve 
hundred  voters,  who  under  the  faith  of  an 
act  of  parliament  purchased  the  right  of 
voting.  And  for  what  reason  are  they 
thus  to  be  stripped  of  thehr  ftranchise  r 
What  crime,  what  misdemeanour  is  alleg- 
ed against  them  ?  Why,  truly,  it  is  insi- 
miated  that  they  did  not  pay  their  corpo- 
ration fees  out  of  their  own  purses,  but 
were  rendered  free  at  the  expence  of  other 
men.  But,  Sir,  is  a  whole  body  fA  men  to 
be  disfranchised  upon  mere  surmise,  or 
suspicion,  however  strong?  I  hope  we 
understand  the  constitution  and  the  prin- 
ciples of  equity  better.  Had  no  better 
proof  of  corruptipn  than  is  now  exhibited 
been  given  in  the  case  of  the  electors  of 
New  Shoreham,  I  certainly  would  never 
have  consented  to  their  disA-anchisement ; 
fof  nuch  it  was  in  fact,  though  not  in 
naofie.    . 

Besides^  Sir,  we  ought  to  consider  that 
tlhis  we  should  take  away  not  only  the 
Tight  of  those  who  are  no  traders  in  any 
branch  of  commerce,  but  also  that  of 
nany  raspectaMe  West  India  merchants. 


some  of  them^  members  of  this  House,  who 
are  asdeeply  interested  in  the  success  ofthe 
African  trade  as  the  very  men  ^t  fit  out 
ships  for  the  purchase  of  n^roes.  Is  no 
respect  to  be  paid  to  such  persons  ?  Are 
we  to  cat  off  the  good  with  the  evil? 
Ought  we  not  rather  to  imitate  the  pat- 
tern set  us  in  sacred  writ,  and  if  we  find 
ten  just  persons  among  them,  to  spare  tbe 
whole  ?  Before  we  take. such  a  step,  we 
ought  to  enquire  into  the  origin  and  iosti- 
tution  and  nature  of  the  African  company, 
and  to  see  whether  this  plan  be  conforma- 
bly to  the  spirit  and  tendency  of  tbe  Act 
by  which  it  was  established.  The  trade 
in  question,  though  put  under  the  direc- 
tion oi  a  company,  was  intended  to  be  free 
and  open.  Hence  the  qualification  of  an 
elector  was  fixed  at  a  low  standard,  at  40s. 
of  corporation  feCi  that  it  might  resemble 
our  county  elections,  and  be  open  to  as 
many  as  possible,  upon  supposition  that 
the  more  numerous  the  electors,  the  more 
difficult  bribery  and  corruption.  The 
East  India  company  being  upon  a  diSereot 
footing,  being  mtended  for  a  monopoly, 
diftrent  maxims  prevailed  in  its  erection. 
The  qualification  of  an  elector  was  raised 
to  the  sum  of500^.  of. capital  stock.  Let 
us  not,  then,  counteract  the  wisdom  of  our 
ancestors,  who  considered  and  re-consi- 
dered this  subject,  nor  .place  upon  the 
footing  of  a  monopoly  what  was  intended 
for  a  free  trade. 

It  is  contended,  that  the  ttade  in  its 
present  state  is  but  a  monopoly ;  and  thit 
this  Bill  is  intended  for  remedying  that 
grievance.  But,  while  we  attempt  to  re- 
medy one  grievance,  let  us  take  care  not 
td  introduce  a  worse  in  its  place.  Of  the 
present  freemen  there  are  nut  thirty  that 
are  real  traders.  If  the  sole  paanagemal 
of  the  trade  be  left  to  tfiem,  the  commit- 
tee will  be  chosea  by  rotation  out  of  their 
body,  and  thus  we  shall  have,  in  Mn. 
Macaufay^  words,  <  a  perfect  round  of  ro- 
tation,^ and  a  monopoly  wifh  awitn^ 
No  wonder,  then,  that  the  meetmg  ^JfJ"* 
West  India  merchants  petttion  tbat  the 
matter  should  be  put  off  lor  three  months, 
till  they  have  time  to  consider  and  report 
to  the  House  how  thehr  interest  willw 
afiected.  If  neither  they  nor  ^y  otwf 
merchants,  whose  business  it  is  to  prevent 
the  extravagant  price  of  negroes,  aJ*  •*' 
mitted  not  so  much  as  to  vote,  mocb  «^ 
to  a  se^t  in  the  committee,  the  importe* 
of  slares  may  set  their  pwn  price,  an^  *** 
what  sums  they  please  upon  yonr  j^an^ 
Would  not  this  neeeasartly  depopuJ»^» 
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jour  ooIonieB^  «nd  enheoce  the  price  of 
guws  ?    Nolbing  is  more  evident. 

but  perhaps  it  wiH  be  fi«i4,  the  trade 
has  been  misaianf^e/i ;  It  has  dwindled  to 
Dodiiog  in  the  hands  of  the  committee* 
meo  Gbosen  bj  the  present  freemen.  No- 
thiog  can  be  farther  from  the  truth.  Be* 
fore  the  trade  was  pot  upon  its  present 
footing,  only  19,000  negroes  were  import- 
ed.  To  what  number  do  they  now 
amount  ?  To  50,000.  Does  this  circum- 
itance  indicate  mismanagement?  Quite. 
the  referse.  I  would  tteirefore  be  very 
soreoftheprinGifJes  upon  whidi  I  pro- 
ceeded, ^fore  I  would  make  aftiy  altera- 
tioDin  a  system  under  which  the  trade 
bai  grown  to  this  magnitude ;  nor  would  I 
&vour  one  puty  in  prejudice  of  the  other, 
when  the  Section  is  so  nigh. 

Mr.  Wiliiam  Burke,  Bamber  Gasooynei, 
andoihermember8,heldthe  Biiae  hmguHgek 

Mr.  Wmiams  eaidi 

Sir;  that  the  African  trade  is  of 
consequence,  is  allowed ;  thftt  it  c«R8  for 
reformation,  is  equally  allowed ;  the  mode 
of  accomplishlDg  this  deurable  ol^ct 
^nns  the  difficulty,  and  has  produced  « 
di^Mrity  of  opinion ;  it  is  my  desire  to  con- 
ciliate, because  I  think  the  present  law 
carri^  in  it  a  self-evident  abfeurdity^  In 
natteiB  of  opiDion  a  disparity  may  ariae 
ud  in  some  measure  be  justified ;  but 
W  atancb  the  present  case  i  does  it  not 
coofiDttnd  what  univemlf ty  <^  consent  has 
tlftays  dearly  distinguished  I  Reality  and 
ipeeulatioa  have  never  been  reported  to 
he  of  the  sane  import ;  the  contrary  is 
|eBers%  assented  to  among  aU  ranks  of 
Ben.  What  Mys  the  present  law  ^  Thai 
the  BMn  wiio  intends  to  trade,  and  pajying 
^y  ahillings,  ahali  have  a  right  to  vote. 
«Hr  cooniiltee-Bnen.  Does  this  not  i^ftioly 
hlend  together  what  asankfnd  always  se- 
parated >  Law  migr  enforce  an  absurdity, 
^  wisdom  «lene  can  give  it  respect. 
Cooaider  upon  this  very^  point  before  you, 
^^OBcoraing  the  dtferenee  of  intending  to 
^B^e  and  aotnally  engaging  in  the  trade ; 
the  Ode  earriea  such  fiicility,  such  conve** 
^^cy  to  people,  that  hundreds  are  found 
to  one  class— -very  few  in  the  other:  this 
^  tt  once  ehew  the  fallacy  of  this  iquali- 
^tioB  ^r  voting  for  committee-men; 
Utt  faUacy  ia  hdth  a  disgvace  to  the  name 
"  Ihf,  SBsd  creates  a  real  in^jery  to  people 
««toally  engaged  in  the  trade' to  Africa; 
?2  ^^8^'  ^r  tune,  fortope,  snd 
]!^t«ad'yetupiHi  the  exercise  df  those 
^cbiaes  given,  of  nkioh  oyght  tp  be 


given  for  their  encouragement,  they  find 
to  their  sorrow,  that  %\%  timet  their  num- 
ber dein^  an  e<|ttal  privilege — men  who 
have  been  pavii^  the  streetsi  while  they 
haveh^n  ploughing  the  oc^an.  What^ 
ever  may  be  given  b]^  way  of  deference  to 

good  intentions,  I  will  most  readily  give; 
ut  wliat  in  other  caset  would  be  defe** 
reoce^  is  in  the  present  credulity*  Whjr 
not  actually  en^e?  No,  there  is  on6 
circumstance  which  obstructs  the  present 
intention ;  that  obstruction  may  continue  f 
the  design,  however  sincere,  tnay  be  frus* 
trated;  the  African  trade  has  been  but' 
too  much  neglected  (  other  nations  know 
the  importance  of  it :  th^ir  vigikmoe  to  iia-^ 
prove  <m  our  indilfereRce,  will  soon  shew 
the  difierenoe  between  reality  and  inlen« 
tion%  Consider  before  it  grows  too  hit* 
the  conseouences  of  tluit  trmie ;  bow  must 
it  add  to  the  consumption  of  your  manu* 
ftctoriea,  the  increase  of  yo«if  ntvigatioD, 
the  support  of  your  colonies  ? .  Witt  yoia 
then  give  up  to  a  few  individuals  tkut  at* 
tentioa  the  public  has  so  just  a  daarn  to  i 
Those  very  individuals  will  not  be  ex* 
deded  from  it»  if  they  seriously  mean  tm 
engage  in  that  track;  whenever  they  do^ 
they  will  rejoice  at  your  proposed  regnla- 
tioB ;  they  will  r^oice  to  ^ee  a  distinction 
made  between  them  who  trade  In*  nier<« 
chandise,  from  such  who  trade  in  idle  jobe. 
It  is  said  that  the  trade  is  of  a  fioctuating 
natui^  that  few  men  of  fortune  have  ever 
engaged  in  it.  Good  God !  will  any  man 
infer)  that,  because  tliis  trade  has  for  want 
efnroper  regnlatioils  been  reduced  toQ 
tnelanchdy  condition,  the  present  system 
ought  to  be  continued,  which  has  broi^ht 
it  into  such?  Does  it  not  appear  to  be 
abeoltttelv  Incumbent  on  us  to  change  that 
system  of  measures  a  continuance . of  woiihl 
ret)der  iatal  I  But  some  gentlemen  seem 
to  think,  that  the  public  is  the  pretenoet 
the  real  object  is  private  advantage^o  be 
plain— that  the  approaching  election  is 
the  end  of  our  wishes.  In  answer  to  this  I 
meai^  nothing  of  a  private  nature ;  I  have 
not  the  election  in  my  mind  to  prove  my 
aiMertion :  I  declare  my  ready  consent  to 
the  delay  of  the  execution  of  thifr  new  re« 
gutotion,.  till  the  approaching  Ofection  ia 
oyer ;— after  that,  let  the  reforoMition  tak* 
plaee^-^I  shall  content  tnyself  with  r&« 
moving  diat  circumstance  from  fuUaro 
elections,  which  would  not  dnly  contanii* 
nate  ali  such,  but  support  an  absurdity, 
which  in  time  wduld  make  the  tteie  a 
matter  of  derision  to  other  nations,  and  t« 
our  own  ti  neprpooh* 
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Sir  William  Meredith  : 


Sir;  lam  accused  in  this  Bill  of 
attemptbg  to  invade  men's  legal  franchise, 
a  right  which  they  purchas^  under  the 
faith  of  an  act  of  parliament.  Were  chat 
the  case,  I  should  no  doubt  be  culpable, 
provided  some  great  advantaee  were  not 
€0  arise  to  the  nation  from  the  invasion. 
But  the  fact  is  otherwise ;  I .  am  invading 
no  franchise,  no  right.  I  only  contend 
for  enacting  a  new  law  to  explain  the 
meaning  of  an  old  one,  under  which  most 
of  the  present  freemen  have  fraudulently 
crept  into  the  rights  of  other  men.  Con- 
sult the  Act,  and  you  will  find  that  the 
parliament,  that  passed  it,  had  none  in 
contemplation  but  traders,  but  men  who 
actually  purchased  or  imported  slaves. 
This  being  the  state  of  the  case,  it  is  evi- 
dent that  I  attempt  no  alteration,  no  inno- 
vation; I  mean  only  to  oust  men  from 
premises  to  which  they  have  no  legal  nor 
equiuble  title.  Not  that  I  object  to  real 
merchants,  much  less  to  West  India  mer- 
chants; were  they  and  they  only  included 
with  the  real  importers  of  slaves  into  the 
'  colonies,  I  cannot  see  any  reasonable  ob- 
jection against  them.  But  that  men  who 
are  no  traders  at  all,  who  understand  no- 
thing of  this  trade,  nor  of  any  other, 
should  by  act  of  parliament  be  allowed  to 
appoint  the  guardians  of  a  branch  of  bu- 
siness upon  which  the  prosperity  of  our 
sugar  colonies  depends,  is  an  absolute 
•olecism  in  politics.  It  was  never  the 
meaning  of  the  original  Act;  nor  Is  it 
consistent  with  the  nature  of  trade. 

It  is  indeed  alleged,  that  the  trade  has 
crown  under  their  bands.  But,  Sir,  there 
IS  a  fallacy  in  the  argument.'  Though  the 
trade  upon  the  whole  has  increased,  it  is 
not  owing  to  the  good  management  of  the 
committee.  Where  their  influence  ex- 
tends, and  it  extends  where  the  best, .  the 
most  hardy  and  useful  slaves  are  found, 
the  trade  has  greatly  declined.  Instead 
of  employing  tbe  800,000/.  allowed  by  go- 
vernment in  presents  to  the  princes  of  the 
country,  in  order  to  induce  them  to  sell  ^ 
slaves,  there  is  reason  to  apprehend  that 
much  of  that  sum  is  laid  out  in  purchasing 
slaves  as  private  property.  Certain  it  is, 
that  the  present  committee-men  make  a 
scandalous  use  of  their  power.  By  means 
of  their  intelligence  and  correspondence, 
and  presents  made  with  the  public  money, 
their  ships  are  freighted  witn  slaves  In  a 
fortnight  or  three  weeks,  while  those  of 
others,  not  Iom  meritorious,  are  obliged  to 


wait  thirteen  months  upon  tbe  coast;  s 
delay  by  which  theexpence  of  the  voyage 
is  greatly  increased,  and  the  slaves  are 
frequently  lost  by  sickness  and  other  dis- 
asters. My  constituents,  who  hsd  five 
eighths  of  this  trade  in  their  hands,  pressed 
by  this  grievance,  have  many  of  them  sold 
off  their  ships,  and  dropt  the  business. 
Must  not  this  event  necessarily  distress 
the  colonies  i  The  price  of  slaves  most 
certainly  rise,  except  you  apply  the  pro- 
posed remedy. 

Mr.  Oliver  and  several  other  gentlemen, 
perfectly  acquainted  with  the  nature  of  this 
trade,  and  at  the  same  time  freemeo, 
i^reed  with  sir  W.  Meredith  in  opinion, 
aind  declared  that  the  behaviour  of  tbe 
committee  was  so  scandalous,  as  to  de- 
mand this  remedy;  and  they  were  willing, 
for  the  sake  of  the  public  good,  to  give 
up  their  franchise. 

Upon  a  division,  25  were  for  postponing 
the  matter  for  three  months,  and  ^ 
against  it.    Of  course  the  Bill  was  losu 

Debate,  in  the  Commons  on  the  Lordt* 
Amendments  to  a  Money  Clause  in  the 
ComBiU.2  Junes. The  Com  Bill  wai 
returned  by  the  Lords  with  ameodments, 
and  particularly  with  this  amendment, 
<  That  no  bounty  should  be  paid  upon  ex- 
ported com.* 

Governor  Ptrtonatt  said,  that  though  tbe 
alterations  were  trifling  and  chiefly  gram* 
matiod,  yet  he  thought  them,  upon  the 
whole,  real  improvements,  and  therefore 
would  have  made  no  objection  to  them, 
had  not  one  been  a  flagrant  encroachment 
upon  the  privileges  of  the  House;  that  as 
the  Lords,  forgetful  of  their  duty,  had  in- 
terfered in  raising  money  by  inserting  the 
words,  *  that  no  bounty  should  be  ^ 
upon  exported  com,'  he  must  move  the 
House  to  reject  the  Bill. 

Mr.  fVhUworth  said,  that  though  de- 
sirous of  a  good  understanding  bettreen 
the  two  Houses,  he  must  second  tbe  no- 
tion, as  the  Amendment  violated  a  privi- 
lege which  had  always  belonged,  and 
he  hoped  always  should  belong,  to  that 
House. 

It  was  then  urged  by  other  gentlemen, 
that  no  good  understandine  did  subsist  b^ 
tween  the  two  Houses,  and  that  therefor 
thejT  ought  the  more  to  resent  this  affiroot 
and  injury.  . 

The  Speaker  upon  thb  declared,  thai 
he  would  do  his  part  in  the  botiomt^^ 
tofli  the  Bill  Of  er  the  Irtxle. 
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Mr.  Edmund  Burke  said : 

Mr.  Speaker;  1  wish  that  there 
was  not  only  a  good  understanding  be- 
tween the  two  Houses,  but  I  abo  wish 
that  there  was  a  good  understanding  in  one 
of  them;  and  I  wjsh  both  for  the  same 
reasooyfor  the  better  dispatch  of  the  pub- 
lic business.  Sir,  when  there  is  not  an 
easy  intercourse  between  the  two  Houses, 
when  their  doors  are  shut  upon  the  mem- 
bers of  each  other,  it  is  Impossible  to  im- 
part those  mutuflJ  lights  which  are  fre- 
quently necessary  in  tne  progress  of  a  Bill. 
For  want  of  this  communication  and  this 
knowledge,  I  aver  that  three  Bills  were 
lately  lost  in  that  House,  and  among  them 
this  Corn  Bill  and  the  Dissenters'  Bill. 
The  Lords  do  not  know  what  is  going  for- 
ward in  this  House ;  and,  what  is  worse, 
they  do  not  understand  the  principles  of 
the  constitutioD. 

Sir,  this  privilege,  which  they  have  now 
invaded,  is  a  known  and  avowed  right  in- 
herent in  this  House  as  the  representa- 
tives of  the  people.  For  what  do  the 
Lords  say,  waen  they  attempt  to  invade 
this  privilege  ?  Why,  Sir,  they  plainly 
say  to  us  and  to  the  people,  you  shall  no 
longer  tax  yourselves.  Can  liberty  exist 
a  moment,  if  we  allow  them  to  lay  their 
sacrilesious  hands  upon  this  holy  of  holies, 
this  palladium  of  the  constitution  ?  The 
most  servile  tool  of  administration  will  not 
kave  the  face  to  defend  this  encroach- 
ment What  shall  we  say  was  the  cause 
of  this  strange  proceeding  ?  Shall  we  call 
it  absolute  ignorance  of  the  constitution, 
or  an  insidious  trial  of  our  ductility  and 
acquiescence  ?  I  have  seen  enough  of  tlieir 
conduct  to  make  me  think  the  £rmer  not 
impossible;  and  I  know  too  much  the 
sympathy  subsisting  between  them  and 
admmistration  to  deem  the  latter  impro- 
bable. Suppose,  then,  we  compound  the 
patter,  and  ascribe  this  attempt  partly  to 
Ignorance*  of  the  constitution,  and  partly 
to  ministerial  management.  In  so  doing 
1  believe  we  shall  not  be  much  wide  of 
the  mark. 

Sir,  among  the  various  attempts  made 
hy  administration  to  overturn  the  consti- 
tution^  that  of  taking  from  the  people  the 
power  of  taxing  themselves  would  not  be 
^e  least.  The  right  of  election  being 
violated,  there  remained  but  this,  for 
which  the  rig^  of  election  was  originally 
preserved  by  the  people.  I  hope,  how- 
ever, we  are  not  yet  so  infamous  and 
ibandoned  as  to  rehnquisb  this  essential 
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point.  It  is  not  that  I  mean  to  make  the 
preach  between  the  two  Houses  wider ; 
1  have  already  endeavoured  to  shew,  that^ 
for  the  sake  of  the  public,  we  should 
study  harmony  and  unanimity.  Nor  is  it 
my  desire  that  we  should  return' injury 
for  injury.  If  we  have  received  a  base 
affront  from  the  Lords,  let  us  not  copy 
their  example,  but  set  them  a  pattern  of 
what  their  conduct  ought  to  be.  There  i« 
in  the  reciprocation  of  base  affronts  some- 
thing that  makes  a  liberal  mind  revolt. 
Who  does  not  think  himself  degraded  by 
turning  upon  a  Wapping  landlady,  and 
giving  lier  reproach  for  reproach  i  You 
cannot  have  any  pleasure  m  kicking  and 
being  kicked.  Let' us  not,  then,  imitate 
so  shameful  an  example,  but  leave  our 
doors  open  even  for  the  peerage.  I  do 
not  say  that  they  have  deserved  Uiis  at  our 
hands :  they  have  not :  but  let  us  forgive 
their  weakness  as  a  prelude  to  a  reconci- 
liation, and  to  the  renewal  of  the  old  and 
regular  manner  of  transacting  business,  an 
enort  for  the  recovery  of  which  we  owe  te 
our  constituents,  and  to  our  ov^n  dignity. 

But  why  do  I  talk  of  our  dignity  ?  That» 
Sir,  is  lost.  I  only  contend  for  this  point, 
as  a  necessary  preparative  to  the  proper 
management  of  the  public  business.  Had 
gentlemen  any  feeling  for  the  honour  of , 
the  Hqpse,  would  they  submit  to  the  dis- 
grace of  waitine  three  hours  in  the  lobbr 
of  the  House  of  Lords,  among  their  lord- 
ships' footmen  ?  Sir,  this  has  been  my  fate, 
when  ordered  by  the  House  to  carry  their 
Bills  to,  the  Lords ;  and  I  do  not  speak  of 
it  out  of  any  personal  prfde,  or  as  an  indig- 
nity to  myself,  but 'as  a  flagrant  disgrace 
to  this  House,  which  I  apprehend  is  not 
inferior  in  rank  to  any  other  branch  of  the 
legislature.  On  the  contrary,  I  hold  that 
the^  are  co-ordinate,  and  that  no  one  is  to 
claim  a  superiority.  If,  therefore,  the 
Lords  keep  the  House  shut  for  fear  of 
being  exposed  pr  disgraced  by  the  publi- 
cation or  their  speeches  or  opinions,  or  for 
anj  other  cause,  it  will  be  necessary  for . 
this  House,  in  support  of  its  own  dignity, 
to  appoint  particular  ofRcers  for  carrying 
Bills  to  the  upper  House.  Should  they 
oblige  us  to  sacrifice  the  public  interest, 
we  are  under  no  necessity  of  sacrificing 
farther  than  we  have  our  importance  ia 
the  state.  Though  the^  frequently  alter 
bills  merely  to  shew  their  power,  we  need 
not  suffer  them  to  proceed  to  the  annihila- 
tion of  all  our  authority. 

Mr.  Ongiey  said,  that  if  the   Lords, 
when  informed  of  what  now  passed,^  did 
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BOt  act  with  more  discretion,  and  restore 
things  to  their  ancient  footing,  it  would 
be  no  improper  obiect  of  consideration 
»ext  session,  whetner  the  members  of 
either  House  baTC  not  a  right,  an  ancient 
and  constitutional  right,  to  be  present  at 
the  deliberations  of  the  other;  that  to  him 
the  relation  of  the  two  Houses  seemed' 
^alogous  to  the  rdation  between  either 
House  and  a  committee  of  its  ^wn  mem- 
bers ;  that,  though  none  but  the  members 
of  the  committee  had  a  vote,  yet  every 
ether  member  had,  for  the  sake  of  inforr 
mation,  and  of  forwarding  the  service  .of 
the  public,  a  right  to  be  present. 
.  The  Bill  was  rejected  nem*  con.  and  the 
Speaker  tossed  it  over  the  table :  several 
or  tl^e  members  on  both  sides  of  the  ques- 
tion kicking  it  as  they  went  out. 
.  The  Game  Bill,  in  which  the  Lords  had 
made  alterations,  was  served  in  a  similar 
manner*  Upon  this  occasion  it  was  said, 
that  money  levied  by  way  of  penalty  could 
Bot  possibly  be  conudered  in  that  light ; 
but  It  was  replied,  that  it  was  not  the  sum 
to  be  levied,  nor  the  manner  of  levying  it, 
Ibut  tSie  precedent  which  it  might  establish, 
and  the  doctrines  and  principled  it  might 
hereafter  maintain,  that  were  the  matter 
of  consideration;  and  tKat  it  was  not  for  40f . 
&at  the  glorious  Hampden  contended,  but 
lor  the  properties,  privileges  and  liberties 
of  his  countrymen.  This  Bill,  too,  was 
thrown  out  with  extraordinary  marks  of 
eontempt. 

-  The  Kin^s  Speech  ai  the  Close  of  the 
l^ession,^  June  10.  The  King  came  to 
•he  House  of  Lords  and  put  an  end  to  the 
•Session  with  the  foUbwing  Speech  to  both 
Houses : 

<<  My  Lords,  and  Gentlemen, 
**  I  cannot  put  an  end  to  this  session  of 
parliament^  without  expressing  the  satis- 
iiiction  I  have  fett  in  observing  the  temper 
and  the  prudence  which  have  governed 
all  your  deliberations  during  the  course  of 
,it,  and  without  returning  you  my  particu- 
lar thanks  for  the  fresh  proof  you  have 
given  of  your  aftectionate  attachment  to 
me  in  the  additional  security  you  have 
provided  for  the  welfare  and  honour  of  my 
lamily, 

.  "*  1  can  with  great  pleastkre  acquaint 
Tou,  that  the  disposition  of  the  powers  of 

,  Europe  give  me  the  strongest  reason  to 
believe  that  this  nation  will  not  be  ydis- 

jturhed  jtt  the  enjoyment  of  the  blessings 
•f  peace*' 


<<  Gentlemendf  the  Houteof  Crnnmsnii 

<«  I  thank  yoq  heartily  for  the  suppliei 

which  you  have '  |^rai)ted  with  so  mudi 

cheerfulness  an^  dispatch,  and  for  the  am- 

Ele  provision,  you  have  ma^  for  evei]^ 
ranch  of  the  public  service;  sjhI  I  lee 
with  pleasure  and  approbation,  tfiat  joa 
have,  at  the  same  time,  been  able,  by  • 
proper  disposition  of  the  public  money,  )o 
make  a  further  progress  m  reducing  tht 
national  c(ebt. 

<<  My  Lords^  and  Gentlemen, 
**  I  make  no  dou!>t  but  ^at  yoo  vil 
carry  into  yonr  respective  counties  Ht 
same  principles  and  the  same  zeal  for  ^ 
public  good,  which  1  have  experiencd 
lirom  you  in  parliam.ent ;  and  that  yon  wip 
continue  to  exert  your  best  endeayouni^ 
cultivate  and  improve  a  spirit  of  hannoBjf 
and  confidence  amongst  all  ranks  of  117 
faithful  subjects.  Let  it  be  your  constaf 
cai^  to  convinee  them  that  without  a  doi 
reverence  for  the  laws,  and  a  cheerful  obft* 
dience  to  just  authority ,^  neither  their  avS 
nor  religious  rights  and  liberties  can  £e 
enjoyed  in  conuort  or  security;  and  t0 
assure  theqi  that  I  consider  their  intero^ 
as  inseparably  connected  with  my  6n\ 
and  that  I  am^  and  have  ever  been^  pe^ 
suaded  that  the  prosperity  and  glory  tf 
my  reign,  must  depend  on  my  possesa^ 
the  affection,^  and  maintaining  the  happi* 
ness  of  my  people.** 

The  Parliament  was  then  prorogued  to 
the  11th  of  August,  and  was  sStetvsA 
further  prorogued  to  the  26th  of  KoTew 
her. 


SIXTH  SESSION 

,      OF    THE' 

THIRTEENTH   PARLIAMENT 

OF 

GREAT  BRITAIN. 

The  King's  Speech  on  Openingjhe  Set' 
«oii.»]     iftvember  26,  1772.   The  Bag 

*  "  The  time  that  elapsed  during  tbe  rec«i 
of  paHiament,  was  not  productifeof  anypuvw 
events,  either  foreign  or  domestic,  that  n9^' 
rially  affected  the  interests  of  this  coosiry. 
The  negociatibns  tha|  were  carried -on  at  PJc- 
zaiii  gave  room  to  hope  for  the  oobclosion  ar  * 
peace  between  the  betlinfereot  povrera;;aiida 
It  proved  otherwise,  there  was  no  rci**!* 
imagine,  from  what  had  hitherto  t^PVfv* 
that  we  had  any.inleuticm  to  be  involv^  m  (»< 
consequences  of  the  war,  uateis  some  very  ex« 
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pmae  to  tlie  Hoooe  of  Peers,  and  r^-open- 
ed  the  Sesftion  With  the  fonowing  Speech 
to  both  I^oases:  '    ^        ' 

"  MjJLords,  and  Gentlemen, 

<*  I  should  most  willingly  have  consulted 
your  private  convenience  by  allowing  you 
a  longer  recess  from  business,  if  I  Had  not 
thought  (hat  some  very  important  parts  of 
the  public  service  required  th6  immediate 
l^otion  of  parliament. 

<|  It  is  impossibfe  that  I  can  look  with 
jDdiSerence  upon  whatever  concerns  eitHer 

t commerce  and  revenue  of  the  king- 
i  At  hirge,  or  the  private  rights  and  in- 
i^rats  of  codsideraole  numbers  among 
1%  People ;  neither  can  I  be  insensible 
iWniateriaUy  every  one  of  these  great 
l^ttiBcts  must  "be  interested  in  the  mainte- 
iftce  of  the  credit  and  prosperity  of  the 
[fist India  Company.  When,  therefore, 
I  received  information  of  the  difficulties  in 
which  that  Company  qijpear  to  be  in* 
vol?ed,  I  determined  to  give  you  an  early 
mwrtnnity  of  informing  yourselves  iUlly 
w  the  true  state  of  their  affairs,  and  of 


iMrdioarv 
iuoreiod  exfenf 


cbaoge'  took  phce  both  as  to  its 
exfenf,  wtiich  was  not  yet  to  be 
At  home,  admiomlratton  had  carried 
t*(ry thing wiib  •nch  irretistitde  force  intlie 
wt  NHioii,  that  opposition  seemed'  to  be  re- 
iMfd  to  Utile  more  than  a  liame ;  aad  oooU 
iftrd  oily  a  weak  and  unavailiiig  diaoent,  to 
ncaiores  which  it  was  not  capithle  of  inuMed- 

C;  wbiist  its  members  were  weary  of  fruit- 
exertions,  in  which  the  ioequslity  was  so 
frett  as  scarcely  to  ailmit  of  a  struggle. 

"  With  rea|)eet  to  parties,  the  muaiDS  of  ^e 
^  wbi|{  and  revolution  interest,  which  we  hare 
tlready  frequently  taken  notice  of,  under  the 
teas  of  the  Kockiiigham  part  v,  aithovgh  there 
«m  aoBM  actual  desiertions  frond  them  and  a 
MtfttI  appearance  in  a  few  of  those  that  ra- 
feiioed,  they  were,  b  the  main,  rather  better 
Mited  than  the  rest.  Thejr,  in  general,  con- 
wued  |iertioaciotisly  in  their  oliTopposition  to 
ue  system  and  measures  of  the^conrt,  and  Arm 

which 
Chat- 
nearer  to  ^  poliiical 
with  administfation ;  thoogb  they 
*P^  with  tbeoB  in  many  of  the  measures,  or 
av^  io  flone  parts  of  many  of  the  measures 
Pte session.  This  eircumstanoe added  ex- 
F*>^  to  the  weakness  of  opposition.  We 
m  formerly  shewn,  that  several  of  the  lata 
"MvreQTille's  friends,  soon  after  bis  decease, 
^*t  wer  to  the  court ;  some  of  them,  how- 
*2^«J|a?e  still  oontinued  on  their  old  ground, 
«H  k^T«  accordingly  acted  oocasionafly  with 
««  stbsr  parties  vSo  ^teeat  frOQS  administra- 

^1a  this  |Uta  of  secority,  no  change  bad 
W^ittc;  la  administi^atLoqi  which  oouM 


ue  system  and  measures  of  the  court,  am 
n  the  support  of  their  leader.  The  parly  \ 
k^MWifht  particularly  attached  to  4ord  i 
M  did  not  Seem  mooh  nearer  to^  no 


making  such  provisions  for  the  common  be- 
nefit and  security  of  all  the  various  inte- 
rests concerned,  as  you  shall  :find  best 
adapted  to  the  exigencies  of  the  case. 

^*  I  have  the  satisfaction  to  acquaint  yo« 
that  there  is  reason  to  hope  that  the  war. 
which  has  so  long  unhappily  prevailed  iia 
one  part  of  Europe  is  now  drawing  to  a 
conclusion;  and  idthough  there  was  no 
probability  of  our  being  involved  therein, 
yet,  the  dliscontinuance  of  those  troubles 
will  affi>rd  a  fairer  prospect  of  the  duration 
of  peace,  which  I  trust  the  alterations 
that  have  happened  in  Eurdpe  will  jsot  ia 
their  consequences  affect. 

^*  I  continue  to  receive  from  ibreiga 
powers  the  strongest  assurances  of  their 
pacific  dispositions  towards  this  country^ 
and  it  shall  be  my  constant  endeavour  t» 
preserve  the  general  tranquiHity,  as  far  aa 
is  consistent  with  the  honour  of  my  ccowi^ 
and*the  interests  of  my  people. 

<*  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Common^ 

**  It  gives  me  much  satisfaction  that  the 
continuance  of  peace  has  enabled  me  to 
proceed  in  the  reduction  of  the  establish- 

■■  II    I.  ■      Hl»  I  ^»  I  ■    »  II     I  I    I 

eftlm*  affect  its  internal  strength,  or  its  outward 
coriduct.  The  earl  of  Hillstiorough,  indeed^ 
had  resigned  his  office  of  secretary  of  state  for 
tlie  Ameriean  department,  together  with  his 
seat  at  the  head  of  the  board  of  trade,  both  of 
which  were  bestowed  on  the  earl  of  Dartmouth* 
who  upon  this  occasion  quilted  his  old  friepds 
ia  opposition.  This  resignation  was  not,  bow* 
ever,  the  effect  of  any  difference  with  the 
court ;  that  nobleman  having  quitted  his  places 
lo  great  good  humour,  and  being  immediately 
after  promoted  to  an  English  eaiidom.  But  as 
those  measures,  which  had  oaused  the  greatest 
dislike  and  uneasineas  in  the  ooloaieOi  had  orir 
gmalud  ia  lord  Hillsborough's  adminisuation, 
tnis-ohange  was  by  many  oonsidered  as  coiicl* 
liatory  with  respect  to  America.  Some  other 
changes  which  afWrwards  took  place,  had  as 
little  effect  upon  the  general  system  of  govern- 
ment The  earl  of  Harcoort  socceecfel  lord 
Townsirnd  in  the  government  of  Ireland,  and 
the  latter  was  appomted  master-general  or  iha 
ordnance;  the  death  of  She  earl  of  Albemarle 
afibrded  an  opportunity  for  promoting  general 
Conway  to  the  goveromeot  of  the  lalaod  of  Jer- 
sey ;  and  sir  Geffrey  Amherst,  who  saeceeded 
him  in  theordnaiice,  was  soon  afterwards  called 
to  the  privy  council.  *  Lord  )»tormoot  was  ap- 
pointed ambassador  extraordinary  at  the  cooft 
of  Versailles,  in  the  mom  of  the  earl  of  Har> 
court ;  and,  upon  the  death  of  the  earl  of  Utch^ 
field,  lord  Edgecombe  having  got  the  band  of 
gentlemea  pensieoers,  Mr.  Jeokinson  waaaiH 
pohited  a  joint  vioe*treasur«r  df  Irelaod  in  hii 
stead,  and  Mr.  Charles  Fox  a  lord  of  the  tr^M 
sory,  inthe roogi^ tha latter."  Aonoal Be* 
gister«  .  _ 
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Bot  act  with  more  discretion,  and  restore 
things  to  their  ancient  footing,  it  would 
be  no  improper  object  of  consideration 
l^ext  session,    whetner  the    members  of 


either  House  haTC  not  a  right,  an  ancient 
and  constitutional  right,  to  be  present  at 
the  deliberations  of  the  other ;  tnat  to  him 
the  relation  of  the  two  Houses  seemed' 
akialogous  to  the  rdation  between  either 
House  and  a  committee  of  its  own  mem- 
bers ;  that,  though  none  but  the  members 
of  the  committee  had  a  vote,  yet  every 
ether  member  had,  for  the  sake  of  infor- 
mation, and  of  forwarding  the  service  .of 
the  public,  a  right  to  be  present. 

The  Bill  was  rejected  nejn*  con.  and  the 
Speaker  tossed  it  over  the  table :  several 
or  tl^e  members  on  both  sides  of  the  ques- 
tion kicking  it  as  they  went  out* 
.  The  Game  Bill,  in  which  the  Lords  had 
made  alterations,  was  served  in  a  similar 
manner*  Upon  this  occasion  it  was  said, 
that  money  levied  by  way  of  penalty  could 
Bot  possibly  be  considered  in  that  light ; 
but  It  was  replied,  that  it  was  not  the  sum 
to  be  levied,  nor  the  manner  of  levying  it, 
]but  tSie  precedent  which  it  might  estabUsh, 
and  the  doctrines  and  principled  it  might 
hereafter  cnaintain,  that  were  the  matter 
of  consideration;  and  that  it  was  not  for  40f. 
^at  the  glorious  Hampden  contended,  but 
lor  the  properties,  privileges  and  liberties 
of  his  countrymen.  This  Bill,  too,  was 
thrown  out  with  extraordinary  marks  of 
contempt. 

The  Kin^s  Speech  at  the  Close  of  the 
l^ssion.^  June  10.  The  King  came  to 
•he  House  of  Lords  and  put  an  end  to  the 
•Session  with  the  foUbwing  Speech  to  both 
Houses  t 

"  My  Lords,  and  Gentlemen, 
**t  cannot  put  an  end  to  this  session  of 
parliament^  without  expressing  the  satis- 
faction I  have  felt  in  observing  the  temper 
and  the  prudence  which  have  governed 
all  your  deliberations  during  the  course  of 
.k,  and  without  returning  you  my  particu- 
lar thanks  for  the  fresh  proof  vou  have 
given  of  your  affectionate  attachment  to 
me  in  the  additional  security  you  have 
provided  for  the  welfare  and  honour  of  my 
lamily. 

"'I   can  with  great  pleastkre  acquaint 
Tou,  that  the  disposition  of  the  powers  of 

.  Europe  give  me  the  strongest  reason  to 
believe  that  this  nation  will  not  be  <dis- 

j'turhedin  the  enjoyment  of  the  blessings 
•f  peace*  * 


<<  Gentlemen  cif  the  Houte  of  Commonly 

**  I  thank  yoq  heartily  for  the  supplies 

which  vou  have '  |^rai)ted  with  so  mudi 

cheerfulness  an^  dispatch,  and  for  the  am- 

Ele  provision  you  have  maoe  for  every 
ranch  of  the  public  service;  and  I  see 
with  pleasure  and  approbation,  that  yoa 
have,  at  the  same  time,  been  able,  bj  s 
proper  disposition  of  the  j^ublic  money,  to 
make  a  further  progress  in  reducing  ths 
national  4ebt. 

'*  Mv  Lords,  and  Centlemen, 
.  <<  I  make  no  dout>t  but  that  yoa  viH 
carry  into  yonr  respective  counties  the 
same  principles  and  the  same  zeal  for  the 
Dublic  gooa,  which  1  have  experienced 
flrom  you  in  parlian^ent ;  and  that  you  will 
continue  to  exert  your  best  endeavours  to 
cultivate  and  improve  a  spirit  of  harmony 
and  confidence  amongst  all  ranks  of  my 
faithful  subjects.  Let  it  be  your  constant 
cai^  to  convinee  them  that  without  a  due 
reverence  for  the  laws,  and  a  cheerful  obe- 
dience to  just  authority ,^  neither  their  civO 
nor  religious  rights  and  liberties  can  be 
enjoyed  in  comfort  or  security;  and  to 
assure  theip,  that  I  consider  their  interests 
as  inseparably  Coifnected  with  my  own; 
and  that  I  am^  and  have  ever  been,  per* 
suaded  that  the  prosperity  and  glory  of 
my  reign,  must  aepend  on  my  possessing 
the  affection,^  and  maintaining  the  happi* 
ness  of  my  people.*' 


The  Parliament  was  then  prorogued  to 
the  nth  of  August,  and  was  afterwards 
further  prorogued  to  the  26th  of  Koreiv 
ber. 


SIXTH  SESSION 
,     or  TH«' 

THIRTEENTH   PARLIAMENT 
or 


GREAT  BRITAIN. 


The  Kin^s  Speech  on  Openingjhe  Set' 
«o«.»]     l^vember  26, 1772.    The  King 

*  «'  The  time  that  elapsed  duriog  tbe  recfsi 
of  parliament,  was  not  productifeof  any  public 
events,  either  foreign  or  domestic,  that  mate- 
rially affected  the  interests  of  this  coaotry. 
The  negociations  that  were  carried 'On  at  Foe* 
zani  gave  room  to  hope  for  the  oonclosion  of  • 
peace  between  the  beiliiifereQt  powers ;  aad  n 
It  proved  otherwise,  there  was  no  reaiooto 
imagine,  from  what  had  hitherto  appesredi 
that  we  had  anyinleutiini  to  he  involved  in  l»* 
consequences  of  the  war,  unless  some  reiy  ex* 


«7J 


TieJBn/^i  Speech  on  OperAtg  the  Session*        A.  D.  1772.  [51^ 


came  to  the  House  of  Peen^  and  re-open- 
eil  the  Session  with  the  foHowing  Speech 
to  both  B^^Uses: 

"  Mj  Lords,  and  Gentlemen, 

<<  I  should  most  wUlingly  have  consulted 
your  private  convenience  by  allowing  you 
a  longer  recess  from  business,  if  I  had  not 
thought  (hat  some  very  important  parts  of 
the  public  service  required  the  immediate 
attention  of  parliament. 

**  It  is  impossible  that  I  can  look  with 
indifference  upon  whatever  concerns  either 
the  commerce  and  Revenue  of  the  king- 
dom at  large,  or  the  private  rights  and  in- 
terests of  coDsideraole  numbers  among 
mj  people ;  neither  can  I  be  insensible 
how  niaterially  every  one  of  these  great 
objects  must  be  interested  in  the  mainte- 
nance of  the  credit  and  prosperity  of  the 
East  India  Company.  When,  therefore, 
I  recehred  information  of  the  difficulties  in 
which  that  Company  apjpear  to  be  in- 
volved, I  determined  to  give  you  an  early 
opportunity  of  informing  yourselves  fully 
or  the  true  state  of  their  afiairs,  and  of 

tnoitfinarv  change  took  phce  both  as  to  its 
Aaiuremd  exfenf,  which  was  not  yet  to  be 
foreteen.  At  home,  admioitlratton  had  carried 
eveiy  thing  witb  ftieh  irresistible  force  inttie 
lait  seanon,  that  oppoaition  seemed  to  be  re- 
duced to  little  more  than  a  name ;  aad  eoaU 
afford  Oily  a  weak  and  unavailing  disseat,  to 
measures  wbjcfar  it  was  not  capable  of  iimieil- 
iDg;'nhiUt  its  members  were  weary  of  fruit- 
lets  exeriions,  in  which  the  ioeqnaJity  was  so 
great  as  scarcely  to  admit  of  a  struggle. 

'*  Whh  respect  to  parties,  the  remains  of  ^e 
old  whig  and  revolution  interest,  which  we  have 
already  frequeolly  taken  notice  of,  under  the 
lame  of  the  Rockiogbani  psrtv»  altbotsgh  there 
were  aooM  actual  desertions  fronl  them  and  a 
doabtful  appearance  in  a  few  of  tboae  that  re- 
maioed,  they  were,  in  the  main,  rather  better 
united  than  the  rest.  Thejr,  in  general,  con- 
tinued pertinaciously  in  their  oliT opposition  to 
the  system  and  measures  of  the  court,  and  Arm 
io  the  support  of  their  leader.  The  parly  whieh 
iathogsrhi|iarticularly  attached  to  lord  Chat- 
bam  did  not  seem  mncb  nearer  to  «  poiiiical 
tmmgemeAt  with  administiation ;  though  they 
•greed  with  tbem  in  DMny  of  the  measures,  or 
at  least  in  seme  parts  of  many  of  the  measures 
sf  this  session.  This  circumstance  added  ex- 
tremely to  the  weakness  of  opposition..  We 
hare  formerty  shewn,  that  several  of  the  late 
Mr.  Grenville's  friends,  soon  after  his  decease, 
wdit  over  to  the  court ;  seme  of  them,  how- 
ever, have  still  continued  on  their  M  ground, 
lad  have  aceordingly  acted  oecasionaUy  with 
^e  other  parties  vfio  diseent  frosd  administra- 
lian. 

**  1q  this  ^jttte  of  security,  no  change  had 
tyuB  ,^m  uk  aiministratioo,  wMoh  eonW 


making  such  provisions  for  the  common  be- 
nefit and  security  of  all  the  various  inte- 
rests concerned,  as  you  shall  :find  beat 
adapted  to  the  exigencies  of  the  case. 

**  I  have  the  satisfaction  to  acquaint  yo« 
that  there  is  reason  to  hope  that  the  war 
which  has  so  long  unhappdy  prevailed  iia 
one  part  of  Europe  is  now  dravving  to  a 
conclusion;  and  idthough  there  was  no 
probability  of  our  being  involved  therein, 
yet,  the  cfiscontinuance  of  those  troubles 
will  affi)rd  a  fairer  prospect  of  the  duration 
of  peace,  which  I  trust  the  alterations 
that  have  happened  In  Eurdpe  will  jaot  ia 
their  consequences  affect. 

**  I  contmue  to  receive  from  ibreiga 
powers  the  strongest  assurances  of  their 
pacific  dispositions  towards  this  country^ 
and  it  shall  be  my  constant  endeavour  tm 
preserve  the  general  tranquillity,  as  far  as 
IS  consistent  with  the  honour  of  myccowi^ 
and*the  interests  of  my  people. 

**  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Common^ 

**  It  gives  me  much  satisfaction  that  the 
contmuance  of  peace  has  enabled  me  to 
proceed  in  the  reduction  of  the  establish- 
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ehlm*  affect  hs  internal  strength,  or  its  outward 
coriduct.  The  earl  of  Hillstiorough,  indeadt 
had  resigned  his  office  of  secretary  of  state  for 
the  American  department,  together  witb  his 
seat  at  the  head  of  the  board  of  trade,  both  of 
which  were  bestowed  on  the  earl  of  Dartmouth* 
who  upon  this  occasioQ  quilted  his  old  friepds 
ia  oppoaition.  This  resignation  was  not,  how* 
ever,  tlie  effect  ef  any  difference  witli  the 
court ;  that  nobleman  having  quitted  his  places 
in  great  ipood  humour,  and  bemg  immediately 
after  promoted  to  an  English  eandom.  But  as 
those  measures,  which  had  caused  tho  greatest 
dislike  and  nneasineas  in  ibe  ooloniee,  had  otif 
gtnalMl  i«  lord  Hillsborough's  adminiatcation, 
tnis-ehange  was  by  many  considered  as  cokcI* 
liatory  with  respect  to  America.  Some  other 
changes  which  afWrwards  took  place,  had  as 
little  effect  upon  the  general  system  of  govern- 
ment The  earl  of  Harooort  sncoeedal  lord 
Townsend  in  the  government  of  Ireland,  and 
the  latter  vras  appointed  master-general  of  tfaa 
ordnance;  the  deatb  of  She  earl  of  Albemarle 
affiwded  an  opportunity  for  promoting  general 
Cooway  to  the  geveromeotof  the  ishind  of  Jer- 
sey ;  and  sir  Geffrey  Amherst,  who  succeeded 
him  in  the  ordnance,  was  soon  afterwards  called 
to  the  privy  council.  '  Lord  stormoot  was.sp- 
pointedaaabassador  extraordinary  at  the  cooit 
of  Versailles,  in  the  mora  of  the  eari  of  Har- 
eoort ;  and,  upon  the  death  of  the  earl  of  Litcb^ 
field,  lord  Edgecombe  having  got  tbekaad  of 
gentlemea  penstesiers,  Mr.  Jeokinson  wasaiH 
pointed  a  joint  vice*treasur«r  4f  Ireland  in  biS 
stead,  and  Mr.  Charles  Fox  a  lord  of  the  trea- 
sury, in  the  roogi. of  the  lattec"  AonoalSe- 
gisten  '  .     .    ■  ^ 
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ment  of  my  naval  forces ;  but  you  will,  I 
am  confideDt,  agree  with  me,  that  a  con- 
siderable strength  at  sea  must  be  ever  ne- 
cessary for  preserving  the  reputation  and 
power  of  my  kingdoms. 

*<  The  proper  estimates  for  the  ensuing 
year  shall  be  laid  before  you,  and  what- 
ever supplies  you  may  grant  shall,  on  my 
part,  be  managed  with  the  strictest  eco- 
nomy, and  applied  with  the  utmost  fidelity. 
<*  My  Lords,  and  Gentlemen, 

**  I  cannot  but  feel  the  most  real  con- 
cern, that  the  produce  of  the  late  harvest 
has  not  given  us  the  relief  which  we  had. 
hoped  for,  in  respect  to  the  dearness  of 
corn.  As  far  as  human  wisdom  can  pro- 
vide for  alleviating  the  distresses  of  the 
poor,  I  am  persuaded,  your  attention  will 
not  be  wanting :  and  you  cannot  gratify 
ine  more,  than  by  calling  upon  me  n>r  my 
.  concurrence  in  whatever  may  contribute 
to  the  true  welfare  and  happiness  of  all 
my  people." 

.  The  Lords*  Address  of  Thanh.^  His 
Majesty  having  retired,  the  duke  of 
Chandos  moved  the  following  Address, 
which  was  agreed  to : 

**  Most  Gracious  Sovereign, 

"  We  your  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and 
loyal  subjects,  the  Lords  spiritual  and  tem- 
poral', in  parliament  assembled,  return  our 
numble  and  most  unfeigned  thanks  to  your 
Majesty,  for  your  most  gracious  Speech 
from  the  throne. 

**  We  gratefully  acknowledge  your  Ma- 
jesty's goodness,  in  the  gracious  assurances 
we  nave  received,  that  your  Majesty  would 
have  consulted  our  private  convenience, 
if  some  very  interesting  public  concerns 
had  not  required  the  early  meeting  of 
parliament. 

'<  Your  Majesty  may  be  assured,  that  we 
will  apply  ourselves  diUgently  to  what- 
ever may  concern  the  commerce  or  reve- 
nue of  the  kingdom,  or  the  rights  and 
interests  of  any  part  of  your  Majesty's 
subjects;  that  we  are  thoroughly  con- 
vinced the  afian^  of  the  East  India  Com- 
pany deserve  and  require  our  most  serious 
consideration ;  and  that  we  will  not  neg- 
lect an  object  of  such  national  importance. 

**  Permit  us.  Sir,  to  express  the  happi- 
ness we  feel  at  having  reason  to  hope,  from 
the  communication  your  Majesty  has  been 
pleased  to  make  to  us,  that  the  war  which 
nas  so  long  prevailed  in  one  part  of  Eu- 
rope, is  drawing  to  a  conclusion,  a  hap- 
pmess  that  is  greatly  increased  by  the  ad- 
ditional proapea  il  affords  of  the  dunUion 


of  peace,  which  we  trust,  the  alteration! 
that  have  happened  in  Europe,  wiQ  not  in 
their  consequences  affect,  being  erer  firml)r 
persuaded,  that  his  Majesty's  Uniform  en- 
deavours to  preserve  ^he  general  tranquil- 
lily  ^^^^  ^  directed,  on  all  occasions,  bjs 
due  regard  to  the  honour  of  your  crown, 
and  the  interest  of  your  people. 

<<  With  hearts  deeply  affected,  we  learn 
that  the  produce  of  the  late  harvest  hai 
not  given  the  relief  so  essentially  nece»- 
sary  lo  the  poorer  sort  of  your  l^ajestj'i 
subjects ;  and  conscious  that  we  can  do 
no  act  so  acceptable  to  your  Majesty,  as 
exerting  our  utmost  efforts  to  contr&ote 
to  the  ease  and  comfort  of  all  yourpeople, 
we  beg  leave  to  assure  your  Majesty,  that 
this  object,  which  your  paternal  care  and 
tenderness  have  so  particularly  pointed  oat, 
shall  engage  our  utmost  attention." 

the  King*s  Ansvoer.2     His  Majesty  re- 
turned this  Answer : 
*«  My  Lords, 

<<  I  thank  you  for  this  dutiful  and  af- 
fectionate Address.  The  zeal  you  ex- 
press in  it  for  the  honour  of  my  crown, 
and  the  rights  and  interests  of  mj  peo- 
ple, gives  me  the  highest  satisfaction.  I 
firmly  rely  that  all  your  ddiberatioas  will 
tend  to  such  measures  as  shall  be  most 
conducive  to  the  graat  objects  you  have 
before  you :  among  these,  I  am  sore,  yoa 
will  not  forget  to  provide  for  the  diatresaes 
of  the  poor,  as  far  as  it  is  in  the  power  of 
human  wisdom  to  alleviate  them.'' 

•  The  Commons^  Address  of  Thanh,] 
The  Commons  being  returned  to  their 
House,  the  hon.  Mr.  Fitxpairkk  mo? ed  aa 
Address  to  his  Majesty  in  the  usual  form, 
being  an  echo  to  the  several  paragraphs  of 
the  Speech.  He  prefaced  his  motion 
with  a  speech,  of  which  the  followingab- 
stract  contains  every  thing  material.  That 
the  affairs  of  the  East  India  Cpmpaoy 
were  in  the  most  alarming  and  ruinoui 
situation ;  that  the  immediate  and  speedy 
interposition  of  parliament  was  become 
highly  indispensible  to  their  preserratioo; 
that  the  Company  had  agreed  with  go- 
vernrnent  in  1769,  to  pay  them  the  sum 
of  400,000/.  vf hen  the  dividend  was  made 
at  12  per  cent  and  in  proportion  till  it 
fell  to  six,  when  that  payment  was  to 
cease :  that  that  being  toe  case,  and  the 
present  inability  of  the  Company  so  noto- 
rious, it  would  be  necessary  to  make  some 
provision  adequate  to  that  deficiency ;  that 
so  fiur  from  the  CompeDy  beiDg  abl«  ^ 
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make  a  dividend  of  either  12  or  6  per 
cent,  at  the  end  of  the  next  half  ye^r,  it 
would  be  an  act  of  the  highest  fraud  in 
the  directors  to  divide  a  single  shilling: 
that  the  war>  which  had  continued  tor 
gome  years  between  two  of  the  greatest 
powers  of  Europe,  was  happily  approach- 
ing to  a  conclusion :  that,  however,  that 
was  but  a  matter  of  little  or  no  conse- 
quence to  Great  Britain  ;  as,  thank  God, 
the  ideas  that  formerly  governed  the  Bri- 
tish councils  in  matters  of  this  nature  no 
longer  existed:  that  the  changes  which 
had  taken  place  in  other  countries  still 
concerned  us  less,  except  to  point  out  to 
us  how  happy  we  were  in  being  governed 
by  a  prince  who  prized  his  people's  liber- 
ties above  every  other  consideration  what- 
soever. He  next  expatiated  on  the  vari- 
ous, advantages  arising  from  the  enjoyment 
of  a  ten  ^ears  peace,  and  the  happy  pros- 
pect of  Its  long  continuance.  Here  he 
went  a  little  out  of  the  way,  to  compli- 
ment the  memory  of  his  deceased  uncle, 
and  to  remind  tlie  people  of  England  what 
everiasting  obligations  they  were  under 
to  him,  for  the  happy  enjoyment  of  these 
last  enumerate  J  blessings.  He  then  con- 
cluded, by  renoarking,  that  the  present 
ap{)earance  of  a  scarcity  of  all  kinds  of 
grain  merited  tlie  utmost  attention  of  the 
legislature;  to  whom  only  they  could  pro- 
perly look  for  relief ;' and  he  doubted  not 
but  their  own  feelings  would  suggest  every 
thing  that  human  wisdom  could  suggest 
to  alleviate  and  obviate  the  present  im- 
pending miseries;  that  however  human 
wisdom  was  in  many  instances  limited, 
and  must  submit  to  the  over-ruling  de- 
crees of  Providence,  and  that  he  should, 
be  sorry  that  the  people  in  general  ex- 
pected too  much  from  parliament,  or  that 
it  was  in  its  power  to  controul  Omnipo- 
tence itself. 

Dr.  BurreU  : 

I  rise,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  second  the 
motion  of  the  hon.  gentleman  for  an  Ad- 
^fess,  to  return  his  Majesty  thanks  for 
his  most  gracious  Speech ;  the  heads  of 
which,  as  already  opened,  are  so  proper  in 
every  respecty  that  I  trust  they  will  meet 
with  the  unanimous  approbation  of  the 
House ;  they  have  been  urged*  with  so 
^och  ability,  and  spoken  to  so  folly,  that 
I  should  hold  myselr  inexcusable  in  taking 
npyour  time,  if  the  usual  forms  of  the  day 
did  not  call  for  a  few  words  on  the  occa- 
sion; but  «a' custom  pleads  my  excuse, 
^  ioBuret  me  your  indulgence^  I  wiU 


trespass  on  the  patience  of  the  House,  and 
submit  to  their  6onsideration  the  reasons 
which  have  occurred  to  me,  for  thinking 
his  Majesty  is,  on  this  occasion,  entitled  to . 
our  warmest  acknowledgments:  and  I 
am  the  rather  encouraged  to  offer  my  sen- 
timents from  the  satisfaction  I  have  in 
knowing,  the  defects  of  my  arguments  will 
be  amply  supplied  by  other  gentlemen, 
whose  consummate  abilities;  great  expe- 
rience and  extensive  parliamentary  know- 
ledge, will  entitle  them  to  the  attention, 
and  insure  the  approbation  of  the  House. 

The  important  matters  in  his  Majesty's 
speech  offered  for  our  consideration,  at 
once  evince  his  paternal  care  for  his  peo- 
ple's welfare,  and  the  urgent  necessity  of 
our  meeting,  at  this  early  and  unusual 
season,  in  a  time  of  peace. 

The  embarrassed  situation  of  the  affairs 
of  our  East  India  Company,  is  no  secret 
here  or  abroad :  it  is  m  ever^  mouth,  in 
every  public  paper;  a  sufficient  ground 
for  domestic  alarm  and  foreign  satisfac- 
tion ; 

*  Hoc  Ithacas  velit,   et  magno  mercentur 
AtriflsB.' 

This  is  an  object  of  such  magnitude, 
that  every  member  of  this  House  who 
thinks  of  its  importance,  and  the  difficul- 
ties which  attend  it,  must  tremble  at  en- 
tering on  the  discussion  ;  yet  entered  on 
it  must  be,  and  without  delay.  If  I  may 
presume  to  speak  my  opinion,  1  will  tell 
the  House,  this  is  a  business  which  will 
demand  their  coolness  and  candour,  in  a 
dispassionate  investigation,  and  call  for  all 
their  firmness  in  decision :  it  is  not  only 
our  sovereign  points  it  out  to  us,  but  it  la 
the  demand  of  our  country 'and  the  voice 
of  the  whole  nation  ;  both  in  its  immediate 
and  extensive  consequences,  a  more  im- 
portant charge  was  never  offered  to  your 
care. 

Whether  a  charter,  even  supposing  ft 
unbroken,  is  so  sacred  a  thing,  that  iht 
state  is  to  fall  rather  than  infmge  it,  is  a 
question,  which  1  will  not  suppose  you  can 
ever  be  cabled  to  decide  on.  But  I  appre- 
hend, without  mentioning  previous  or  con* 
sequent  questions,  we  shall  find  it  out 
duty  to  enquire,  how  a  trade  so  circum- 
stanced should  i&il  ?  How  territorial  reve- 
nues, nearly  equal  to  our  annual  income,* 
have  been  squandered  ?  Whether  folly  or 
misfortune,  indiscretion  or  crimes^  have 
brought  such  a  company  into  soch  a  state? 
I  mean  not,  I  protest,  to  insinuate  crimi- 
nality against  any  person  or  piersons ;  I 
apeak  ia  the  aiMtract,  and  have  not  in  my 
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contempUtion  aoy  man,  or  Mt  of  men 
whatever:  some  few  of  the  gentlemen 
who  compose  the  present  direction,  I  have 
the  honour  of  knowing,  and  highly  esteem ; 
X  sincerely  believe  them  men  of  integrity 
and  abilities,  and  doubt  not  they  will  ap» 
pear  so :  but,  if  in  the  developement  of 
this  great  business  they  should  prove 
otherwise,  neither  friendship,  or  Uie  near- 
est ties  of  blood,  should  stop  my  voice 
from  making  them  atoning  sacrifices  t9  an 
injured  country. 

Let  gentlemen  recollect,  thai  this  is  no 
trifling  question  between  ministry  and  op- 
position, whether  men  of  this  or  that  de- 
acription  shall  ascend  the  thrones  of 
Leadenhall-street.    It  is  the  stake  of  em-' 

Sire ;  and  on  the  issue,  perhaps,  will  be 
etermined,  whether  Great  Britain  is  to 
be  die  first  nation  of  the  world,  or  a  ruined 
and  undone  country.  This  is  my  sincere 
opinion,  in  which  X  think  I  am  well  war- 
ranted. 

When  we  recollect  the  riches  brought 
from  the  East  Indies,  the  duties  and  ex- 
cises on  the  imports,  and  what  will  be^the 
fttal  consequence  of  the  annihilation  of 
them;  let  eveir  creditor  of  the  public 
think  and  tremble  for  the  funds,  that  pay 
the  interest  of  our  enormous  debt. — ^Let 
the  statesman  and  merchant  reflect  on 
the  many  collateral  branches  that  spring 
out  of  this  great  tree  of  commerce:  let 
everyone  recollect,  how  intimately  his 
fortune  and  estate,  his  comfort,  and  if  I 
may  so  call  them,  his  innocent  luxuries, 
are  connected  with  this  vast  object  of 
trade ;  and  then  say,  whether  his  Majesty 
does  not  deserve  our  most  sincere  and 
unanimous  thanks,  for  rousing  u&  from,  our 
lethargy,  and  bidding  os  rescue  from  ine- 
vitable ruin  our  Indian  empire. 

However  impolitic,  it  would  be  an  ho- 
nest wish,  that  it  had  never  been  in  our 
power  to  use  these  words,  *<  our  Indian 
finpire/' 

Gre^t  and  oowerful  was  Spain,  before 
the  waded  through  blood  to  the  sove- 
reignty of  Mexico  and  Peru.  Happy 
perhaps  it  had  been,  and  I  am  sure  hot 
Bourable,  if  the  military  achievements  of 
Britain  had  never  stained  the  archives  of 
Delhi.  If  report  has  not  exceeded  the 
bounds  of  truth,  the  Company  woiild  h^y^ 
been  in  no  worse  situation,  irthe  wealth  of 
Senp]  had  n^ver  been  wrung  froooitjie 
hands  of  ito  innocent  poMessors.  \ 

'  But  I  find,  I  am  hurried  by  the^pioua- 
ness  an4  iaipoitance  of  the  subjeU  be^- 
foad  toy  49teBtioni»  4MAd  that  I  am  ^aU^> 


ing  farther  than  perhaps  is  necessary,  into 
a[  husiness  that  must  shortly  be  brougla 
before  us. 

The  information  his  Majesty  has  given 
us,  of  a  prospect  of  permanent  peace,  and 
his  own  determination  to  preserve  it,  as 
far  as  is  consistent  with  the  booour  of  the 
crown,  and  the  interest  of  his  people,  de- 
serves our  utmost  gratitude. 

(t  has  been  the  peculiar  happiness  and 
fortune  of  these  kmgdoms,  ever  since  his 
Majesty's  illustrious  House  has  filled  the 
British  throne,  that  this  country  has  bad 
no  wars,  but  what  the  nation  has  clamour- 
ously  called  for.  Both  pur  late  and  pre- 
sent sovereigns  have  wept  the  laurels  they 
wore.  They  never  avafled  themselves  of 
as  brave  a  nation  as  ever  a4omed  the  an- 
nals of  mankind,  to  attack,  on  everj  tri* 
volous  pretence,  their  defenceless  neigh- 
bours ;  or  entered  into  impious  confedera- 
cies,  to  divide,  without  pretence,  the  king- 
doms of  unoffending  po^ntate&i — ^Their 
ambition  or  passions  nave  never  led  them 
to  sacrifice  their  subjects*  blood  for  con- 
quest, or  their  rights  for  power.  We  have 
no  occasion  to  look  j&r  from- home,  or 
many  ages  hack  for  instances  to  prove  our 
own  (lapptness ;  and  how  AQMch  it  is  our 
duty  to  make  jthe  crown  sit  easy  on  the 
head  of  our  sovereign. 

Peace  ought  ever' to  be  the  q^ject  of 
commercial  coi!intriea.  and, most  especially 
the  object  of  Great  Britain,  whose  expe- 
rience has  been  dearly  purchased.  Ex- 
hausted as  she  was,  ana  heavy  though  her 
debt,  we  see  what  improvements  have  been 
made  in  a  few  years  tranquillity ;  a  few- 
years  more,  notwithstanding  our  uncer- 
tain climate,  will  render  her  the  most  en- 
vied spot  on  the  globe;  uniting  the  arts  of 
Greece  with  the  greatness  of  B<^me,  under 
a  government,  the  noblest  Uiat  human  wis- 
dom ever  framed,  if  the  factions  of  the 
^eat,  and  modern  patriotisni,  do  not  hurry 
It  to  an  untimely  fate. 

My  profession  has  led  me  to  the  more 
particular  contemplation  of  other  laws; 
the  laws  of  ancient  Rome,  aqd  b^r  later 
empire.  /  Wisdom  and  policy  are.  pften  to 
be  admired  in  tbem;  out  let  no  one  8up« 
ppse;,  that  professional  prejudice  can  re- 
concile me  to  imperial  edicts,  and  Papal 
iecftBUL  I  I  contemplate  with  pleasure  our 
Baxon,  temple  of  liberty,  built  on  such 
foandationc,  as  .can  only  be.destroye^  hj 
our  owamadness.  If  tnat,  Sir«  is  adis- 
temper,  which  is  to  grow, out  of  peace  ; 
then  welcome  war^,  ti^  is  to ,  gaT£  ua  igron 
suchva  pap:icide« 
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However  iiflUoiial  policy  may  be  tote- 
rested  in  seeing  great  powers  exhausting 
themselves,  it  must  give  pleasure  to  erery 
humane  considerer,  to  hear  a  speedy  pe- 
riod will  be  put  to  tbe  destructive  war  be- 
ttreen  Russia  and  the  Porte:  who  can 
think  without  horror  of  the  desolation  of 
lome  of  the  finest  countries  in  Europe, 
which  are  now  groaning  under  the  three 
great  afflictive  scourges  of  mankuid,  war, 
pestilence,  and  famine ! 

In  abstract  reasoning  the  truest  political 
wish  for  a  great  commercial  people  is  uni- 
Tersal  peace :  that  the  fancied  wants  of 
sumben,  and  their  riches  to  procure  them, 
may  give  a  full  scope  to  the  ingenuity  of 
manu&cturers,  and  native  produce  m  a 
course  of  trade. 

Bj  tlie  blessings  of  Providence,  this 
country  is  neither  the  scene  of  pestilence, 
or  war,  and  I  hope  it  will  escape  famine ; 
Tet  we  have  too  much  reason  to  appre- 
Aend  great  scarcity,  and  enormous  prices 
of  all  sorts  of  provisions.  Whatever  relief 
the  wisdom  oi  parliament  can  afford  their 
distressed  fellow  subjects,  and  indeed  all 
nnks  of  people,  will  I  am  certain  not  be 
wanting,  or  our  grateful  sense  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's goodness,  in  recommending  it  to 
oar  especial  attention  for  his  gracious  pro- 
mise of  a  ready  concurrence.  The  dis- 
pensations of  Providence  we  must  receive 
with  humble  resignation.  Our  harvests 
this  year  are  undoubtedly  very  short; 
however,  I  trust  the  wisdom  of  diis  House 
will  find  out  some  methods  of  relief, 
though  a  remedy  may  be  impossible.  I 
fear  there  is  some  radical  evil,  which  re- 
quires a  cure :  we  formerly  exported  im- 
luense  quantities,  to  supply  the  wants  of 
our  neighbours.  FOr  several  years  we 
have  lived  utoder  the  dread  of  famine  our- 
selves, with  a  prohibited  export.  Whe-* 
ther  it  arises  from  luxury,  from  an  altera- 
tion in  the  general  mode  of  living,  or  from 
whatever  other  cause;  it  becomes  your 
wisdom  to  investigate^  and  your  policy  to 
remedy. 

1  am  ashamed  of  having  trespassed  so 
lopg  on  the  indulgence  of  the  House,  and 
*ill  trouble  them  no  farther  than  by  se- 
conding the  motion  of  the  hon.  gentleman. 

The  following  Address  was  then  agreed 

to:  , 

^  Most  Gracious  Sovereign  ; 

"  We,  yout 'Majesty's  most  dutiful  and 

wyal  sobjects,  the  Commons  of  Great  Bri- 

^in  in  piirliament  assembled,  beg  leave  to 

Tstum  your  Majesty  our  humble  thanks, 


for  your  most  gracious  Speech  from  the 
throne. 

**  We  acknowledge,  with  the  warmest 
gratitude,  your  Majesty's  great  goodness^ 
m  yoiir  constant  attention  to  whatever 
concerns  either  the  commerce  and  revenue 
of  your  kingdom  at  large,  or  the  private 
rights  and  interests  of  considerable  num- 
bers among  your  people.  And  we  return 
our  most  dutiful  thanks  to  your  Majesty, 
for  having  given  us  an  early  opportunity 
of  informing  ourselves  fully  or  the  true 
state  of  the  affairs  of  the  East  India  Com- 
pany :  and  we  assure  your  Majesty,  that, 
impressed  with  a  due  sense  of  the  great 
importance  of  the  business,  we  will,  with- 
out delay,  proceed  to  the  consideration  of 
it ;  and  endeavour  to  provide,  in  the  most 
effectual  manner,  that  the  nature  of  the 
case  will  admit,  for  the  common  benefit 
and  security  of  all  the  great  and  weighty 
interests  recommended  to  our  care  by 
your  Majesty. 

**  Your  faithful  Commons  cannot  but 
rejoice  to  hear  that  your  Majesty  has  rea- 
son to  hope  that  the  war,  which  has  so 
long  unhappily  prevailed  in  one  part  of 
Europe,  is  now  drawing  to  a  conclusion ; 
and  that  the  favourable  prospect  of  the 
duration  of  peace,  which  the  probability  of 
this  event  affords  us,  will  not  be  affected 
by  the  alterations  which  have  lately  hap- 
pened :  and  we  feel  the  highest  satisfac- 
tion, at  the  assurances,  which  your  Ma- 
jesty continues  to  receive  from  foreign^ 
powers,  of  their  pacific  dispositions  towards 
this  country ;  and  at  the  same  time  we 
mpst  gratefully  acknowledge  your  Ma» 
jesty's  gracious  declaration,  that  it  will  be 
your  constant  endeavour  to  preserve  the 
general  tranquillity,  as  far  as  is  consistent 
with  the  honour  of  your  crown,  and  the 
interests  ofyour  people. 

"  Your  Majesty  may  be  assured,  that 
your  faithful  Commons  will  cheerfully 
grant  such  supplies  as  the  services  of  the 
ensuing  year  shall  require :  and  although 
we  are  convinced,  that  it  must  ever  he  lot 
the  interest  and  reputation  of  this  country, 
to  have  a  considerable  strength  at  sea, 
yet  we  learn  with  much  satisfaction,  that 
your  Majesty  has  been  enabled,  during 
the  course  of  this  year,  to  proceed  in  the 
reduction  of  your  naval  establishment* 

<*  Permit  us  to  offer  to  your  Majesty 
our  most  humble  and  -unfeigned  thanks, 
for  the  pirternal  and  affectionate  concera 
which  your  Majesty  has  expressed  for  tho 
distresses  which  the  poor  continue  to  sufief, 
from  the  deamess  of  com.    And  we  a^ 
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lure  your  Majesty^  that  a  diligent  atten- 
tion shall  not  be  wanting,  on  our  part,  to 
consider  of  the  most  proper  means  for  pre- 
venting the  encrease  of  the  evil ;  and  for 
alleviating  tho'present  distresses,  as  far  as 
they  are  in  their  nature  capable  of  relief; 
being  persuaded,  that  we  cannot  render 
any  service  more  acceptable  to  your  Ma- 
jesty, than  by  contributing  to  the  happi- 
ness of  all  your  people." 

The  King*s  Anstoer.']     His  Majesty  re- 
turned this  Answer : 
"  Gentlemen ; 

**  I  return  you  my  hearty  thanks,  for 
this  very  dutiful  Address.  The  assurances 
you  give  me,  of  your  resolution  to  enter 
into  the  immediate  consideration  of  the 
important  affairs  which  I  have  recom- 
mended to  you,  afford  me  great  satisfac- 
tion; and  I  have  the  fullest  confidence, 
that  you  will  endeavour,  as  far  as  lies  in 
your  power,  to  alleviate  the  distresses  of 
iny  people,  who  are  the  constant  objects 
of  my  care  and  affection." 

Debate  in  the  Commons  on  appointing  a 
Secret  Committee  on  the  East  India  (^m- 
fanifs   Affairs.*^      Lord  North  moved. 


«  «  The  East  India  company  had  long  been 
amongst  the  first  and  most  delicate  objects  of 
government.  From  the  time  that  their  afiairs 
were  first  introduced  into  parliament  in  1767, 
the  idea  of  bringing  the  bosiness  of  that  com- 
pany under  the  immediate  inspection  of  the 
officers  of  the  crown,  had  rather  been  suspended 
than  abandoned.  The  difficulties,  however, 
attending  this  scheme,  and  the  large  sum  of 
money  By  which  the  respite  was  purchased 
from  government,  rendered  admmutration 
rather  supine  on  that  subject  for  several  years ; 
until  the  impossibifity  of  the  annual  payment 
to  the  state,  and  tbe  annual  increased  dividend 
to  the  proprietors,  roused  both  proprietors  aod^ 
ministers  out  of  their  lethargy,  caused  the 
sharpest  dissentions  amongst  the  former,  and 
animated  the  latter  te  the  prosecution  of  their 
original  scheme  of  deriving  power  to  them- 
selves, out  of  tbe  innumerable  disorders  of  the 
company. 

*<  The  abuses  both  abroad  and  at  home  were 
great  and  serious.  In  several  things  tbe  form 
of  tbe  companv's  government  stood  in  need  of 
correction.  Many  thought  that  the  conduct  of 
individuals  ouglit  to  be  diligentlv  enquired  into, 
their  vast  wealth  confiscated  /or  the  national 
benefit,  and  severe  punishment  infiicted,  as  an 
example  to  those  who  should  hereatW  be  en- 
trusted with  such  power,  under  soeh  tempta- 
tions to  abuse  it.  To  all  this  was  added,  tbe 
clamour  raised  by  tbe  discontent  of  all  those 
wbO|  at  any  tim^  bad  any  discnssiona  with 


<<  That  a  ^commHtee  of  secrecy  be  ap- 
pointed, to  enquire  into  the  state  of  us 
East  India  Company ;  and,  for  that  pur- 
pose, to  inspect  the  books  and  accououof 
the  said  Company ;  and  to  report  to  the 
House  what  they  find  material  therein,  in 
respect  to  the  debts,  credits,  and  effects, 
of  the  Company,  as  also  to  the  manage- 
ment and  present  situation  of  the  Com- 
pany's afiairs ;  together  with  their  obsem- 
tions  thereupon/'  His  lordship  supported 
his  motion  principally  on  the  following  ar- 
guments :  that  the  present  critically  dis- 
tressed state  of  the  Companv's  afiairs  de^ 
manded  the  most  speedy  and  efectual  re- 
lief, which  could  be  procured  in  no  other 
manner  so  well  as  in  that  now  proposed, 
he  being  certain  that  a  great  progress 
might  be  made  even  before  the  Cnriftoiaj 
recess*  That  the  Company's  a&irs  in  ge- 
neral, as  well  as  their  secret  and  con6deQ« 
tial  transactions,  being  thus  known  to  a 
few,  it  would  necessarily  follow,  tliat  do 
unfair  advantage  could  be  taken.  He 
added,  that  from  the  clearest  estimate  he 
was  capable  of  making  of  the  present  state 
of  the  Company,  however  closely  pressed 
they  might  DC  by  present  exigencies,  and 
embarrassed  in  money  matters,  they  were, 

the  company,  abroad  or  at  home,  sDdvbick 
was  propagated  in  various  publicatioos,  witki 
degree  of  activity  hardly  credible.  It  is  Ml 
improbable,  that,  in  these  passionate  ioooootSi 
the  misconduct  of  the  company's  semDU,80ii 
of  the  company  itself,  was  somewhat  nugoifM. 
All  these  publications  terminated  in  one  poiot, 
viz.  that  there  was  no  redress  for  tbe  tbo«3 
complained  of,  but  in  delivering  tbe  whole  <>f 
tbe  company's  political  and  military  afti« 
into  tbe  hands  of  tbe  crown. 

"  Indeed  there  is  no  form  of  gOfeniiDefltv 
happily  framed,  nor  state  of  human  nature  lo 
|>erfect,  in  which  the  power,  opulence,  teniio- 
rial  possessions,  and  revenues  of  that  compmjt 
would  not  have  excited  the  avarice  and  anbi- 
lion  of  their  rulers,  as  well  as  the  eofy  vA 
jealousy  of  Iheir  equals.  Mankind  will  pre 
scribe  bounds  to  wealth,  as  they  would  to  hap- 
piness, if  nature  had  not  done  it  for  thero ;  vA 
the  conttnenee  of  power  will  be  eoosidervd  u 
more  tlian  human,  when  it  can  resist  tlK 
temptations  offered  by  riches,  domioioD,  aod 
patronage. 

««  We  have  formerly  shewn  bow  tbe  riolence 
and  interested  views  of  parties  among  them* 
selves,  first  laid  open  the  affairs  of  the  om>>{^ 
to  the  public,  and  drew  the  attention  of  Uie 
then  administration  upon  them ;  we  bare  v^ 
seen  (he  consequent  measures  that  ^ere  ^' 
sued,  for  tbe  obtaining  of  a  P^^^^P**^^ 
their  revenues,  until  the  company  were  u0i<^ 
a  neoeasity  of  submiuing  to  the  pajmeat  oi  tw 


labcmr  as  biucJh  'its  possible  tb  keep  con- 
cealed matters' of  national  concern  frooi 
ttie  public  eye,  in  order  to  profit  at  the 
expence  of  that  public  by  an  exclusive  in- 
formation. I  will  give  the  noble  lord  who 
made  thi&  motion  credit  for  the  upright- 


ft&H    •  ^iwrite5ai»«i«a  «M^^  •'  •  'a,  ©.  'tat. 

neveHfiafess^^in  ]^«Ut  dT  iritehifl'itreflgth 
and  vigMr,  ib  YiJIl  fHkHik. 

Mr.  Hussey  f. 

It  Has  b^^n  a  ^Aflbrm  cbtti^jfeiAt 
agfdttst  tn!tiisters»  that  they  ttt  tH  ihtics. 

am^zingf  mAn  t)f  4'0(),tfbo;.  anntniYly  to  gdvem- 

ment.    The  eonipaov  were  at  fbitt  time  en- 

camberitd  With  ao  enAr'motisloa^  ot'flebts/hbtb 

in  Europe  and  in  Asia,  bor  ^fixe  they  fon)f 

eoou|ii^b  actjb^itited  witb  their  neWacqulsltionft, 

to  dbtain  a  dear  'knowledge  of  tbeir  net  reve- 

iraes;   it  would  therefore  seem  that  nothings 

but  a  fiilse  estimation  of  their  own  strength, 

operating  with  the  imitoediate  dread  of  power, 

on  the  one  side,  and  an  impatient  avidity,  in- 
compatible with  true  policy,  on  (he  other,  cbuld 

bate  induct  the  former  to  grant,  or  the  latter 

to  require,  Mi  participation  in'  their  reVebues, 

imtil  ihoae  debts  were  reduced  (o  a  mbderate 

size,  and  the  true  condition  Of  the  eonipany 

koowti. 

"The  event  has  too  fully  justified  Ibis  opi- 

Dioo ;  and  we  have  seen  the  company,  in  ttie 

course  of  a  Very  few  .years,,  brought  to  the 

brink  of  bankruptcy  and  ruin^  in  consequence 

of  various  mismanagements  6X  their  servants, 

various  mistakes  of  ihe  proprietors  of  that  com- 
pany, and  varibus  errors  or  administration,  and 

even  of  parUament.    For,  though  the  revenues 

of  Bengmf  and  its  dependencies  are  very  ffreat, 

the  slated  and  eertaiu  disbursements,  exclusive 
of  contingencies,  are  also  very  considerable ;  of 
^bich  the  tribute  to  the  mogul,  and  the  sti- 
pends to  1he.  nominal  nabob,  his  doan,  and 
other  great  officers,  amount  to  about  one  mil- 
lian  sterling  annually,  besides  the  expeiices  of 
coflectioo.  A  great  military  force,  of  iiear 
30,000  men,  must  also  be  kept  up  as  a  niaiter 
of  necessity  ;  and  the  civil  establishments,  from 
the  nature  and  distance  of  the  countries,  the 
temper  and  manners  of  ihe  people,  with  other 
circumstances,  must  of  course  run  very 'high. 

**  To  this  it  may  be  added,  that  however 
^reat  the  opulence  of  Bengal  mij^ht  be,  yet,  as 
It  was  not  founded  upon  any  inherent  treasure 
ID  mines,  but  depended  solely  upon  the  labour 
and  industry  of  the  people,  upon  commerce, 
manufactures,  and  agriculture,  it  cannot  be 
supposed  that  it  could  long  bear  the  sending  of 
between  seven  and  eight  hundred  thousand 
pounds  sterling  of  its  capital  stock,  annually 
out  of  the  country,  without  a  possibility  of  its 
return.  This  uas,  however,  the  case  at  pre- 
sent, the  (ribnie  paid  to  the  uiogul,  and  the 
sum  to  the  government  here,  being  to  that 
amottut.  With  this  enormous  waste  of  its  trea- 
sure, Bengal  was  also  obliged  to  furnish  the 
company's  investments  for  Chjoa  in  silver,  at 
the  same  time  that  its  ancient  and  abundant 
sources  for  that  commodity  from  Europe  were 
very  much  diminished  by  the  cbangfe  of  go- 
v«;rnmeDt  and  property.  It  appears  then,  upon 
the  whole,  that,  with  the  best  management, 
and  the  greatest  caooQomy,  the  company  was 
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rfot.  withjasticeto  itself  and  its  creditors,  equal 
to  the  payment  of  that  sum  to  government,  to 
say  nothing  of  its  increase  of  dividend. 

**  It  must  however  be  acknowledged,  ih^t 
Vsconomy  was  not  practised,  and  that,  throogU 
the  rapacity  and  misconduct  of  the  company** 
servants,  great  disorders  prevailed  in  the  coti- 
dudt  of  their  a/fairs.  It  is  said  that  exfiensive 
wars  had  been  wantonly  entered  into,  and 
shamefully  conducted,  to  Ratify  the  avarice 
and  ibterested  views  of  individuals.  Vast  sunis 
were  also  charged  to  have  been  lavished  up<^n 
fortifications,  which  were  either  unnecessary, 
or  of  such  an  extent,  that  the  number  of  troods 
requisite  for  their  defence  would  always  be  sul^ 
0cient  to  command  the  field  in  that  country.     . 

**  NumbeHess  other  grievous  complairita 
were  made,  many  of  which,*  it  is  to  be  reared, 
were  too  well  fouuded.  Pernicious  and  uppri-'i- 
sive  monopolies  were  established;  and  mucK 
wrong  and  oppression  was  practised, by  indivi- 
duals, in  countries  where  the  name  of  an  Euro* 
pean  was  sulficieot  to  authorise  any  act  of  in- 
justice to 'the  natives.  It  was  to  remedy  some 
of  those  evils,  and  to  prevent  others,  that  the 
three  unfortunate  gentlemen,  who  are  loojusdir 
supposed  to  have  perished  on  board  the  Aurora, 
were  sent  out  in  1769,  as  supervisors  to  Indi;^. 
The  fate  of  tfie«e  gentlemen  vras  undoubtedT^ 
one  of  the  greatest  ousfortunes  that  could  have 
befallen  the  coihpany.  They  must  have  rme^ 
died  many  evils ;  and  if  it  were  admitted  Hhav 
they  might  have  created  some,  still  the  bene- 
fits would  have  been  great ;  but  in  no  instancy 
of  so  much  consequence,  as  in  reAaovins^.  the 
pretences  for  t|iat  fatal  interference,  which, 
through  the  miscohduct4>f  ils  servants,  goveni- 
ihent  has  since  assumed  in  the  affairs  of  the 
compai/y. 

"  During  this  state  of  disorder  and  miscon- 
duct abroad,  the  company  was  agitated  by  vio* 
lent  disputes.  It  was  necessary  to  communi- 
cate with  government,  to  whom  the  non-pay- 
tbent  of  the  400,000/.  annually  was  to  be  a<y> 
counted  for,  and  where  forbearance,  at  least,  if 
not  assistance,  was  to  be  demanded.  The  di- 
rectors, and  a  strong  body  of  the  proprietors, 
were  in  a  continual  state  of  hostility.  Thia 
former  were  charged  with  acting  immediately 
under  the  influence  of  the  court,  to  which  it 
was  said  they  exposed  the  afiiiirs,  and  sacri- 
fic;.Hl  the  in^erests'of  the  company ;  and  indeed 
it  appeared  in  some  instances  that  they  had 
either  been  imposed  upon  themselves,  by  the 
ambiguous  expressions  and  conduct  of  the  mi* 
nls'ter,  or  tiTat  they  joined  in  the  deception  of 
their  constituents. 

**  Though  the  copipany  had  been  drawn  iDt9 
Aie  hands  of  admlnistratioOy  and  their  affairi 
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ness  of  hk  intentioDS ;  and  will  not  charee 
him  with  any  sinister  views  of  stock«job- 
bing  in  proposing  to  make  this  a  secret 
committee.  Certain  1  am^,  however,  that 
those  who  are  entrusted  with  this  business, 
will  have  it  in  their  power  to  raise  ground* 

under  the  cognizance  of  parliament,  so  early  as 
1767,  nothing  bid  been  dqne  iu  all  this  time 
towards  their  regulation  or  settlement,  except 
the  restricting  of  their  dividends,  rescinding 
their  acts,  and  the  obtaining  from  them,  with- 
-  out  any  visible  equivalent,  immense  sums  of 
money,  which  were  far  beyond  their  abilities. 
No  order  v^s  taken,  conformable  to  the  amaz- 
ing change  in  their  condition,  for  the  regulation 
or  government  of  their  new  acquisitions ;  uor 
no  new  powers  of  control  lodged  in  their  hands, 
to  counterbalance  the  immense  trusts  which 
they  were  now  under  a  necessity  of  reposing  in 
their  servants ;  nor  to  restrain  or  prevent  those 
evils  which  must  naturally  attend  the  quick 
tansitioo,  from  the  management  of  a  counting- 
k6ase  fo  the  government  of  an  empire. 

*<  While  the  many  were  surprised  at  this 
appi^rent  inattention  to  matters  of  the  nUnoat 
importance  to  the  nation,  some  of  those  who 
were  the  most  versed  in  political  manmuvrea, 
pretended  to  foresee  the  consequences  that 
nave  since  taken  place,  and  argued  that  such 
glarmgf  disorders  could  not  have  been  over- 
fookecT;  that  they  wele  permitted  onfy  to  ran- 
dier the  Company  odious  through  the  faults  of 
Hs  servants  ;  to  shew  Its  incapability  of  go- 
verning such  great  possessions;  and  to  |M«- 
pare  the  nation  for  tne  changes  that  were  ta 
follow. 

'<  However  this  was,  the  mal-administratien 
]b  India,  with  all  its  consequences,  were  suf- 
fered to  pass  without  notice  or  observation ; 
and  we  have  ahvady  seen  in  the  transactions  of 
1772,  that,  though  the  affairs  of  the  company 
were  evidently  auiided  to  at  the  openidig  of  the 
aession,  in  the  speech  from  the  throne,  tbey 
were  nevertheless  suffered  to  fie  over  till  near 
its  close,  when  a  Bill  Was  brought-  in  by  the 
deputy-chairman,  forenlar^ng  the  eootroUing 
powers  of  the  company  with  respect  to  their 
servants  in  India.  The  Bill  came  to  nothing 
in  that  session.  But  a  member,  though  in  the 
King's  service,  not  connected  with  ministry, 
whether  with  or  without  their  consent,  at  length 
awakened  thev  attention  to  this  object  This 
gave  birth  to  the  select  committee,  which  was 
armed  with  full  powers  for  all  the  purposes  of 
enquiry. 

**  The  company  were  now  alarmed  ;  and 
were  not  only  apprehensive  of  a  rigorous  en- 
quiry, but  were  too  sensible,  from  late  expe- 
rience, of  the  mefficac^  of 'charters  for  their 
protection,  in  a  contention.  It  vraa  therefore 
proposed  in  the  India-House,  at  the  end  of  that 
aession  of  parliament,  to  send  out,  durhig  the 
recess,  a  new  commission  ef  supervision,  with 
full  powers  fur  the  r^ulalion  of  all  their  affairs 
abroad.     Some  tine  was  however  aectssarilj 


less  fears  and  to  inspire  aa  groandlesa 
hopes,  and  thus  to  sport  with  the  public 
property.  Why  thus  endanger  the  estate 
of  tne  widow  and  orphan  ?  Why  thua  throw 
a  temptation  to  do  wrong  in  the  way  of 
any  class  of  men  ?    Were  I  the  miniater'a 


spent  in  bringing  this  scheme  to. maturity  ;  it 
being  not  less  difficult  to  agree  upon  the  persons 
who  were  to  be  appointea  to  an  office  of  such 
great  im^rtanCe,  than  upon  the  extent  of  ibe 
powers  with  which  they  were. to  be  furatshed. 
At  length,  six  gentlemen  were  nominated  for 
this  purpose ;  and  a  general  officer  of  hi^h 
rank  and  estimstion,  who  had  commanded  with 
great  honour  in  the  late  war  in  America,  con- 
sented to  go  out  at  the  head  of  the  supervi- 
sion. The  meeting  of  parliament,  however, 
put  an  end  to  the  design.  It  was  now  g^ene- 
rally  known,  that  the  affairs  of  the  oompany 
would  form  the  principal  object  of  the  ensuing 
session  ;    no  other  cause  could  be  assigned  for 


its  being  opened  before  the  holidays ; 
administration  had  no  share  in  the  appointnient 
of  the  supervisors,  though  the  measure  itaetf 
had  been  countenanced  by  them,  it  was  essy  to 
foretell,  that  parliament  would  interpose  U»  pro- 
vent  its  being  carried  into  execution. 

**  The  various  results  of  all  the  errors  that 
had  been  committed,  and  the  misconduct  that 
had  prevailed  both  at  home  and  abroad,  wers 
now  accumulated,  and  had  appeared  in  their 
full  force  during  the  recess  of  parliament.  The 
company,  with  an  empty  treasury  at  home, 
had  accepted  bills  from  Bengal  to  an  immenst 
amount,  which  were  now  coming  round  in 
course  of  payment ;  they  were  at  the  same 
time  deeply  ni  debt  to  the  Bank  for  caah  bof  • 
rowed,  to  the  revenue  for  custom-hooae  duties, 
and  to  the  Treasury,  on  the  annual  stipulated 
payment,as  welt  as  on  the  article  of  indemni* 
fication  for  teas,  an  experiment  made  in  concur* 
rence  with  government;  but  by  which  they 
were  prodigious  losers.  Though  tbia  atsUe  of 
their  affairs  might  have  been  easily  foreseen  b  v 
those  who  were  at  their  bead«  notfing  wss  dons 

[prevent  it;  the  dividend  was  raise4  to 
ve  and  a  half  per  cent,  the  annual  tribute  to 
government,  accordingly  continued,  and  the 
India  bills,  to  the  amount  of  1,300,000/1.  wan- 
tonly, or  carelessly  accepted,  withiMit  a  doe  at- 
tention to  the  funds  by  which  they  were  to  be 
paid. 

"  These  distresses  took  away  all  the  meant 
of  defence,  and  threw  the  eompany  naked  into 
die  hands  of  administration.  The  direetora 
were  under  a  necessity  of  entering  bto  a  nego- 
ciation  with  government  for  a  loan  to  extricate 
their  affairs,  at  a  time  when  the  moat  hostile 
measures  were,  probably,  in  contemplation. 
The  ffrst  lord  of  the  Treasury  received  these  pio» 
posab  with  dryness  and  reserve.  He  referred 
them  to  parliament  tor  satisfa9tioo.  Thus  the 
crimes  and  misdemeanours  of  their  servants, 
together  with  the  envy  and  obloquy  which  ai« 
tended  their  immense  fortunes  and  conduct  at 
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friend,  I  would  dissuade  him  from  such 
a  plan  out  of  tenderness  to  his  as  well  m 
to  my  own  character.  Both  the  employer 
and  the  toployed  will  be  liable  to  suspi- 
cion,  let  their  conduct  be\evcr  so  justifi- 
able. I  know  very  well  that  ministers 
are  seldom  adverse  to  stock-jobbing.  Their 
opportunities  of  early  intelligence  natu- 
rally render  it  to  them  a  lucrative  trade. 
Yet  ]  do  not  accuse  the  noble  lord  of  this 
fbible  more  than  bis  predecessors.  In  the 
present  instance,  I  cannot  think  him  much 
interested^  because,  as  the  Companv^s 
books  have  been  already  submitted  to  his 
inspection,  he  must  be  possessed  of  every 
lucrative  secret ;  provided  he  has  atten- 
tively perused  them.  And  I  have  not  so 
bad  an  c^tnion  of  his  intellects  as  to  ima- 
gine that  he  will  need  the  assistance  of 
thirteen  friends  to  direct  him  how  to  spe- 
culate in  the  Alley.  Be  this  as  it  may,  I 
cannot  help  remindine  him  that  one  of  the 
gieatest  services  whidi  he  can  render  this 
ooHotiyis  to  put  a  stop  to  that  destructive 
gaming  in  the  funds,  which  has  lately 
shook  the  trading  interests,  and  may,  for 
ought  I  know,  be  at  this  moment  secretly 
worldng  the  destruction  of  thousands 
more.  There  has  been,  indeed,  a  little  in- 
iamhmon ;  but  still  it  is  hard  to  say 
where  it  will  end.  As  for  the  noble  lord's 
last  assertion,  relative  to  the  internal 
health  and  strength  of  the  East  India  Com- 
pany»  I  leave  him  and  his  friend;  the 
mover  of  the  Address,  to  reconcile  the 
glaring  contradictions  with  what  was  firsts 
affirmed,  namely,  the  Company's  not  being 
able  to  pay  a  smgle  shilling  at  their  next 
dtvidendl 

Liord  North  replied  to  this  generally, 
bat  took  Kttle  notice  of  any  of  the  objec- 
tions, further  than  repeating  what  he  had 
before  said,  wkh  this  additional  circura- 
stance,  that  great  complaints  had  been 
made  relative  to  the  disclosure  of  the 
Companv's  secrets,  by  the  mode  of  en- 
quiry adopted  last  session,  from  which 
consequences  verv  hurtful  to  its  interests 
bad  arisen ;  and  that  he  was  well  informed, 
one  of  the  principal  Objects  of  complaint 
were  thote  very  transactions-  in  the  Alley 
which  had  been  mentioned  by  the  last 
gentleman  aa  an  objection,  and  of  which. 


bsme,  became  at  leopfti^  blendeU  iuto  ooe  com- 
moD  and  undistinguished  mass,  with  tlie  ge« 
nera!  state  of  the  company's  aiTairs,  their  terri- 
torial and  corporate  rifi^hts,  the  causea  of  their 
present  distresses,  and  the  recent  application 
for  borrawiag  money  from  the  public."  Aonaal 


he  was  well  assured^  for  many  reaisons* 
that  mode  of  enquiry  waa  a  principal 
cause. 

Mr.  Machoortk  entered  largely  into  the 
subject.  He  said  he  had  the  highest  opir 
nion  of  the  rectitude  of  the  noble  lord's 
intentions,  and  of  his  praise-worthy  solicit 
tude  on  the  present  occasion ;  neverthe- 
less, he  totally  differed  with  him  io  the 
mode  of  relief  proposed ;  first,  as  to  the 
intended  committee  being  a  secret  one, 
and  to  the  number,  which  was  by  far  short 
of  so  arduous  an  undertaking,  as  business, 
pleasure,  illness,  &c.  might,  in  the  course 
of  so  long  a  sitting,  prevent  the  attend- 
ance of  many  of  the  members ;  he  further 
remarked,  that  wisdom  should  be  sought 
in  the  multitude;  but  unfortunately  let 
fall,  that  this  committee  of  thirteen  would 
come  single-handed  to  engage  in  this  very 
important  work,  and  would  consequently 
sink  under  an  investigation  into  such  a 
variety  of  matter,  and  in  developing  the 
truth  in  such  a  complicated  andf  miutifa- 
rious  information. 

The  words  single-handed  and  thirteen 
occasioned  an  universal  titter  through  the 
House,  and  it  was  some  time  before  the 
Speaker  could  call  the  members  to  an  or-  * 
derly  silence. 

Greneral  Burgage  stood  up  to  vindi- 
cate the  late  committee,  of  which  ne  had  . 
the  honour  to  be  chairman,  from  those  as- 
persions which  he  imagined  had  been 
obliquely  thrown  on  it  by  the  leader 
of  the  treasurv  bench.    The  General  ex- 

Eatiated  largely  upon  what  had  bten  done' 
y  the  select  committee  of  last  year,  and 
contended,  that  the  means  now  proposed 
were  inadequate  to  the  purposes  that  en- 
^iry  was  first  set  on  foot  to  effect.  As  I 
am  (continued  he)  the  person  who  moved 
for  a  select  aind  open  committee  to  enquire 
into  the  East*  India  Company's  afiairSy  t 
think  myself  in  some  measure  called  upon 
to  rise  on  this  occasion,  and  to  acquaint 
the  House,  that  to-morrow  I  mtend  to 
move  for  its  revival.  Understanding  that 
a  motion  for  a  secret  committee  was  this 
day  to  be  made,  I  naturally  conceived  that 
it  was  a  tacit  disapprobation  of,  or  at  least  an 
oblique  reflection  upon,  the  mode  of  pro- 
ceeding adopted  last  session.  Now  1  must 
say,  and  it  is  but  what  I  owe  to  my  asses- 
sors on  that  occasion,  that,  however  un- 
worthv  the  president  might  be,  the  tirtue 
andflbilittea  of  the  other  member^  wer« 
such,  as  conducted  the  business  entrust^ 
to  th^  committee  on  the  most  public  and 
diaint^iested  piling     Henr  waa  then  b 
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body  of  men  who  acted  with  more  csoqI- 
nessy  deliberation  and  attention.  And,  if 
t^is  conimittee  is  intended  to  supersede. 
it,,  I  cannot  help  thinking  that  it  will  be 
attended,  with  more  harm  than  good..  I, 
have  many  objections  to  a  secret  commit- 
tee.; but  yet  1  wil)  not  vote  at  all  in  this 
case*  This  is  the  principle  on  which  I 
act.  It  is  universally  allowed,  and  indeed 
it  is  clearly  proved,  that  the  East  India. 
Company  is  rotten  to  the  veiy  core.  All 
is  equally  unsound ;  and  you  cannot  lay 
your  finger  on  a  single  healthy  spot 
^  i^hereoh  to  begin  the  application  of  a  re- 
mjedv.  In  the  east  the  laws  of  society, 
the  laws  of  nature,  have  been  enormously 
violated.  Oppression  in  every  shape  has 
^ound  the  faces  of  the  poor  defenceless 
natives ;  ani  t\Tanny  has  stalked  abroad. 
The  laws  of  .England  have  lain  mute  and 
neglected,'  apd  nothing  was  seen  but  the 
arbitrary  caprice  of  despotism.  Every, 
sanction  Qf  civil  justice,  every  maxim  of 
political  wisdom,  all  lawjB  human  and  di- 
vine, have  been  trampled  under  foot,  and 
set  at.  nou^t*  Ax  home*  there  hfis  been 
^gr^^ious  mismanagement  and  variety  of 
roguery.  The  evils  being  so  extensive 
and  so  multifarious,  tlie  most  extensixe 

.enquiry  is  wanted.  Could,  therefore j  a 
bupdred  committees  be  established,  they 
wlould  hardly  be,, equal  to  tbe  task  of  in- 
vestigating  the  various  crimes  and  misder 
n^^atiors,  the  multiplied,  evils  that  lurk  in 
that  porrapted  body.  Why,  then,  should 
I  opf>o8e.  this  committee?  I.  will  not  op- 
pose It;  though  .it  seema  strange  to  pas^ 
OY.er  the  enormities  of  the  east,  and  to  in* 
stjtutq  a.miQute  enquiry  into  the  petty  lar- 
cenies of  LeadenhalL  I^et  me  not,  nowi- 
ever,  be  misunderstood,  aa  if  accusation^, 
not  redress,  was  my  bbjecU  My  first  ob- 
ject^ when,,  u^nconnected  with  e£ny  party, 
uninfluenced  by  any  motive  but  humanity 
and  a  sense  of  duty,  I  proposed  the  esta- 
blishment of  the  select  compij^ttee,  was  the 
remov^  of  the  misfortunes  under  whidi 
Bengal  laboured^  and  in  which  I  foresaw 
this  country  would  finally  be  involved.  If 
in  the  course  of  the  enquiry  there  should 
appear  any  crime,  which  I  should  think  it 
incumbept  upon  me,  as  a  member  of  par- 

'  liament.  to  impeach,  I  am  not  a  man  to 
ahrinlr  from  my  duty. 
'  Lord  t/orth  said,  that  h^  had  told, the 
General  he  would  not  oppose  the  revivid 
oC  the  select  (;ommittee»  ^nd.tbat  he.  was 
resolved  to  abide  by  h^  word.  „ 

^Govemoi:  Johnstonei,jm^.}^~Tk9^gk  I 
agfe^  with  qi;  ho^^nrienAiiK^on^ke  Uff^: 


and  shall.tfaerefore  not  oppQse,tbe<preieat 
motion,  yet  I  caonpt  help  observing,  tbat 
it  is  supported  bv  arguments  wJbii^h  do  not 
apply,  xhe  noble  lord,  who  amoved  the. 
question,  tell^  us,,  that  Uie  select  cppunit- 
tee  that  sat  last  year  left,  the  Coippany's 
bpoks  open  to  the  inspection  of  the  whole 
wqrld,  and  that  hence  many  little>screts 
transpired,  which  proved  injurious  to  the 
Company.  Now  I  do  confess  that  theic 
boQ^s  remained  upon  the  table.of  the  com- 
mittee, and  were  much  inspected^  by  me. 
B.u^  yet  I  never  heard  that  they  su^Uio^ 
any  damage  from,  this  circumstance.  U 
they  did;  it  is  incumbent  upon  the  direc- 
tors now  to  declare  it.  Masy.  of  them  are 
members  of  this  Housie.  Let  th^m  nov 
rise,  and  specify  tb|e  injury  received.  Sir, 
1  am  well  assured,  that  tms  is  not  in  their 
power  9;  and  it  was  well  observed  bj  an 
hpn.  member,  that  it  is  bv  s^cnecj  they 
have  been  undone.  Had  tueiraffiMrsbeea 
clearly  .and  candidly  stated  to  the  pcpprie- 
tary,  and  not  repaained  locked  up  in  the 
breasts  of  the  direction  alone,  they  could 
nf^t  possibly  have  be^  reduced  to  ihe  pre- 
sent dilemma.  The  wisdom  and  interest 
of  the  many  would  have  got  the  better  of 
the  cui^niograjad  avarice  of  the  few.  So 
sensible  ai^  the  proprietors  of  India  stock 
npw  become^  of  this  truth,  and  that  in  the 
n^ultitude  of  cpunsellora  Uiere  is  asfetji 
thi^t  they  cponpelled  the  directors  to  leave 
the  Company's  books  open  to  every  pro* 
ptie^or.  Heoce  there  can  be. now  no  se* 
ccetsi.  Every  thing  must  be  now  knovn 
toTucks,  Jewsaqd  InBdels.-  Thus^tbeo, 
it  is  clqar  that  the  arguments  upon  which 
the  nobie  lord  laid  the  greatest  stress  ais 
not  in  the  present .  case  i^pNcable.  But 
with,  respect  to  the  di^p^oh  wIMch  this 
pkm  may  producer  i  think  4hat  argument 
18  applicable,  and  upon,  that . ground,  as 
well  as  upon  otl^ers  suggested  by  my,  boo* 
friend,  I  shall  not  oppose  the^m^tioo. 

The  motion  foe  th^  S^ret  Committee 
wfu  th^ii/cafriedv  and.on  the  2Sth  the  fol- 
lowing 13  ge6t)emen  were  balloted  for; 
viz.  Mr.  Thomas  Harley,  Mr.  Hans  Stan- 
ley, Mr.  Charles  Jenkinson,  Mr.  Richard 
Jackson,  Mr.  Thomas  Gilbert,  lord 
Frederick  Campbell,  Viscount  Palmer- 
ston,  Mr.  Nathanid  fiydef,  Mr.  WUham 
Biirrell,  Mr-  Rigby,  Mn  Thomas  Wal- 
pole,  Mr.  John  Eames,  and  Mr.  Richard 
Fitzpatcick. 


.  Nov,  27.    Colonel    Burgoyne 

Sat  the  Se>ct  Committee  of  31  appoint* 
in  April  last  to  enquire  into  theaaWWr 
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state  ap4  M)^ion  of  the.Eaat  India  Coior 
paa^^apd  of  tbe  British  affiursia  tbeEost 
lodtfSy  be  re-appointed. 

Mr«  iki^our*  I  am  heartily  for  an  en- 
quiry, i^d  sincerely  widh  a  full  disoovery 
my  be  madoai'  the.greate^t  villanies  this 
or  any  other  nation  ever  heard  of.  I  do 
not  wi«h  to,8tact  any  objecUona  which  may. 
B&ct  the  OKSiion  of  the  hon..  gentleinan ; 
bat  I  owo  I  have  my.  doubts,  respecting 
tbe  Secret  Committee  and  tbs  other.  I 
smaveme.to  the  former ;  I  am  for.  an  oppn, 
capdkl  aed  libecal  .enquicy^  thai  the  na*- 
tiopatbi^e  majjr  be'imorj^.  AiSi&creti 
OBQimiittee  may.  clash  witk  and  inlefrupti 
tie  odier.  Thfi  same^witne^  maj&beiexA- 
loined  at  bftth*;  and  thDUgh>I  do  not  posir 
lively  a$«eni  tlutna<  may.  he*  oonniivanpesy 
3»t  1  tbiflk  itpropflBio  gufird«againat  themi^ 
a$  it  is  very  pnababki  there  >  may  be.  I 
ttn  themfoie  for  an  opdn»  iaiB,  aadiUbeial 
enquiry,  that  puoiahmeBtm^  attend  the. 
guilty,  and  toose  wba  deaamrQ.'  it  be  re<- 
warded. 

Tbe  motiotty  vios  agseedT  to* 
f 

A  DauM  saitied,.  that  the  >  Acceptance  of 
c Gooemment.dloes.  not. vacate  a  membar^g 
Slat.]  Nov.  m.  T\^e.  Speaker  mdz-^ 
At  the  earnest  remiest  of  an  hon.  member 
(^eral  Conirav)  I  ami  desired  to  submit 
to  the  House,  whether  he  haa  vacated  his 
>eat  by. accepting  of  ^the.  govemment  of 
<ieney.  In  my.  opinion  (and  1  beg  the 
House  to  coniNder  me  at.  presfint  as  a 
hwyet)  1  da  not  concdve  that  the  Act 
[here  hej-ead  a  small  part  of  it]  extends 
to  military  commissions;  for,  it  woqld  be 
estfemeLy  idbsui^d  to  suppose,  as  well  as 
tnmblesome  foe .  the  oacem  of  either 
lavy  or  army^,.  oa*  every  promotion  irom 
lioiteQantlo  a  captain,  and  from  captain, 
to  major,,  to  be.  nev,el0cltod.;^AMl  I  am 
fwtfaec  confiimad  in  tfaia  opinionx  by.  the 
determi nation  of  this  House  in  the  case  of 
general  Wade^  in  the  year.  17Sd.  If  any 
tBeoahec  \fvill  giv»  himself  the  double, 
^oald  he.  hava.  the 'least  doubt,  he  will 
^•by,the  JotimaJa,  that,  the  House,  waa 
pnaaimaufciiEthatcaee*.  £feisevei^  though 
I  bave  giveB«  H'taa  ■  myt  .opinioa^  yetiti  waa» 
tlie  doubt  of  the  hon^  mepiber  Jwha  wa» 
>^t,  and^wlia  bega  the>  sante  oCi  the 
H^ioie  japoa.it. 

A.iDember  desiredthe  e^mnMwonantghl 
^taad.  The  Spisaiwr  anWaaadi  th^tJt 
*Bt  like,  all*  othor  ^commiotfions.  The 
^benstartedtiaanobjpotien^  that,<IWNn' 
bitknowdto^efifiJene?)  the  govero^cot* 
bad  tha.aBiieBe^M[itia£  oivil»eaAlMS;;  to^ 


ir^ieb  the  Speaker  replied,  seMive  aU  go^» 
vernmeQts.<-«*No  farther  oppositiox^  waa 
made. 

Dthaie  in  the  Commons  on  th^  Navi^ 
EsiinsuitesJ]  December  2.  In  a  Com- 
mitt^e  of  Supply,  Mr.  Buller  nioved, 
<<  Tliat^OOO  meft^be  empU>yed  fer  the 
sea.seiwtee,  for  the  year  177S,  including 
4,354  marines."  He  said  it  was  unneces- 
sacy,.  he.  believed^  to  exphdnr  how  such  a 
number  came  to.be  reqeisile;  but  be  was 
ready,  if  called  upon,  to  explain  she  dis* 
tcibutiooEH  by  which  it  woula  appear  that* 
the.  service  required  that  number  He* 
ak9..  nK>ved,  That*  4>l.  per  mea  per' 
nieefch  be  allowed  fe«  meintaiiiiiig  the  said' 
men  for  IS/monthsy.  including  ordnance' 
for  aim  aerviceu  The>hon.  Ak  J.  Hervey 
seconded  the  motion,  and  entered  into'no* 
explanation  whatever ';  and  it  was  ready* 
to  pass  as  a-motion.  of  course,  wlien 

Mr.  Pulteney  ras.e  aqd  said: ' 

Sir  {  when'  the.  public  money  is  tO' 
be*  granted  by  parliament^  every  reason** 
able  precaution  should  boused  to  render^ 
the  disbursemont  and  application  ,of/it  as 
fiaad^aad  determinate  as  possible,  and' to* 
lease i  as^ iittl^  laddide  iO'tne  discretion  of> 
the  officers  of  the*  crown  as  tbe  nature  oft 
thinga  will  permit..  Ministers^  eren4nthese* 
golden  .times,  are -but  men>;  and*  men,  we- 
know. are  fhlUble.  Whennqt  confined'tO' 
strict  and  marked  limita  they  are  apt  to* 
toansgness..  This  is  theprinoiple upon  which- 
our  constitution  ifr  founded;  and  it  is-^a' 
principle  common  to  it  with>  every  othep* 
well,  regulated  system  of  gevernment** 
But,  if  this  appropriation  <^  revenue  is  ne^ 
cessary  in  the  inferior  departmenta  of  the  ^ 
public  service,  how » muoh  more  necessaty 
must  it  be  in  the  meet  expensive  and^es- 
sential  of  all  \  The >  department  I  mean*is^' 
the  naval.  Soon  afler  the  Revolution  <he  - 
peace  establishment  of  the  British  navy 
nsas  fixed  at  10,oeCX  seamen.  But  what^ 
was '  the  yearly  expence  of  tbia  establish- 
ment  ?  ■  Somewhat,  more  •  th^n  80(H000i^ ' 
At  the  Qoaclusion' of  the  last  peaoe  but ' 
one-the  establi^ment  was-raised'to  16^000^ 
men  rand  -thO'expepoe  increased  conai*- 
derably  mere'thao'an  proportion  to'diO** 
nomber  of- men  employed;  The-  eane" 
thing. happened;  at  the  peace  of  Fbntain** 
Ueau:  16,000  seameni  including;  maHikes, ' 
were-  voted  for  the  various-  servicee  on" 
wbfch'  a  flfeet  in  peaoed[>)e  timed- can  be- 
employed^  and  thfe- enpenteo eiiownted io ^ 
neatf  a^mlliMi  and^achiff  ateriifig^'  a  acmr 
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almoit  double  of  what  at  an  earlier  period 
was  deemed  sufficient  to  rendef  us  secure 
from  any  sudden  danger  or  invasion.  Ten 
thousand  seamen  were,  after  the  peace  of 
Utrecht,  maintained  with  800,000^  Six- 
teen thousand  seamen,  and  marines,  re- 
ouired  almost  twice  that  sum  in  1766, 
tpough  the  latter,  making  no  inconsider- 
able corps,  are  much  less  expensive  than 
the  former. 

Sir;  when  the  nation  was  threatened 
with  a  Spanish  war,  and  40,000  men 
were  voted,  2,700,0CKtf.  were  expended, 
though  the  men  were  not  raised,  and 
though  of  those  raised  many  were  soon 
dismissed.  Last  year,  when  25^000  men 
were  voted,  its  were  promised  by  the  mi- 
nister that  the  expenditure  would  even 
fall  short  of.  the  estimate,  and  be  confinied 
to  two  inillions.  I  have  reason  to  diink 
diis  promise  will  turn  out  to  be  acourtier's 
promise,  and  that  instead  of  being  within 
two  millions,  it  will  exceed  even  the  esti- 
mate. What  will  it  be  this  year?  I  fear 
the  20,000  seamen  and  marines  now  pro-. 
1  will  cost  us  little  less  than  two  mil- 


ns. 

Sir,  when  such  enormous  sums  are  thus 
laid  out,  and  when  we  see  that  thev  are 
continually  upon  the  encrease,  and  tKat  a 
given  number  of  men  become  gradually 
more  and  more  expensive  in  the  hsnds  of 
administration,  it  becomes  us  as  the  guar- 
dians of  the  public  property  to  enquire 
whether  there  is  not  some  radical  error  in 
the  plan  of  naval  disbursement.  To  me 
it  appears  that  there  is  a  capital  mistake 
in  the  very  manner  of  voting  the  naval 
anpply.  In  voting  a  sum  not  exceeding 
4iL  a  man  per  month,  four  distinct  heads 
of  account  are  confounded  in  one  mass. 
The  wages  of  seamen,  their  victuals,  the 
wear  and  tear  of  the  shipping,  and  the 
ordnance,  are  thrown  into  one  aggregate 
sum,  into  one 'sinking  fund,  which,  if  not 
epeedily  disentangled  and  rectified,  will,  I 
fear,  with  the  other  millstones  which  hang 
about  its  neck,  sink  this  nation.  For  what 
is  the  efiect  of  this  indefinite  vote  ?  The 
same  as  if,  in  express  terms,  you  gave  the 
first  lord  of  the  Admiralty  a  general  unli- 
mited power  to  employ  the  money  granted 
in  what  manner  he  pleases.  Hence  the 
account  that  annually  comes  before  us  is 
aimflar  to  the  vote.  It  is  general,  speci- 
fies no  articles,  and  is  in  &t  no  account 
at  all;  as  there  are  no  particulars  which 
may  serve  as  dues  to  lead  us  to  the  re- 
ceipt and  jfBjtaexktMp  to  the  credits  and 
daptf  th4t  fpnfy  tbo  general  or  groiB  wn 


arising  upon  the  final  close  of  the  account 
Nor  is  the  difficulty  of  tracing  the  ac- 
count up  to  its  various  sources  the  only 
inconvenience.  The  Admiralty,  knowing 
the  imjpracticability  of  detecting,  accord- 
ing to  this  plan,  any  fraud  or  raalvenstion, 
wul  be  the  more  read^  to  commit  sboiei. 
I  am  the  better  justified  in  making  thii 
observation,  that  abusea  now  exist  in  the 
management  of  the  navy.  » I  have  mj  in- 
formation from  a  person  who  has  minrer« 
sally  acknowledged  abilities,  has  hsd  op- 
portjonities  of  enquiry,  and  is  not  iDt^ 
rested  in  misrqiresentation.  HeinfonBi 
me  that  the  guard-ships  were  ooDverted 
into  mere  jobs,  and  answered  no  purposa 
(^defence  or  securi^,  bemg  neither  pro- 
perly manned,  nor  docked,  nor  equipped 
m  anv  other  diape;  who  will  assure  ni 
that  this  is  not  now  the  case  ? 

From  the  same  hand  I  learn,  that  ac- 
cording to  the  peace  establishment  nov  to 
be  adopted,  more  men  are  demanded  than 
will  be  necessary  for  the  ships  propoaed  to 
be  kept  in  commission,  or  caBed  forth  in 
an  emergency.  Seventeen  or  a!  moit 
eighteen  thousand  seamen  will  be  sufficient 
for  the  different  services  athoine,mthe  Me- 
diterranean, in  the  West  and.  East  Indies 
What  then  will  become  of  the  aar|to 
men  ?  They  will  not  be  upon  the  moater, 
and  yet  the  nation  will  pay  for  them.  Vap 
rious  are  the  articles  used  to  make  non- 
effective men  pass  muster  in  the  sea  as 
well  as  land  service.  When  90,000  men 
iherefbre  are  asked,  why  is  not  the  noinber 
of  ships  tp  be  emploj^ed,  why  is  not  their 
rate  specified,  wny  is  not  the  detail  of 
every  part  of  the  serviqe  given,  that  the 
House  may  judge  with  its  own  eyes,  and 
not  trust  to  a  general  calculation  made  b^ 
an  interested  body  of  men?  Were  tins 
scheme  now  adapted,  I  have  no  doubt  but 
the  truth  of  my  assertion  would  fiilly  V 
pear. 

Sir,  extravagance  in  the  building  of  net 
ships  is  another  charge  which  m^jf  I  ^' 
derstand,  be  justly  brought  agaiost  the 
Admiralty.  And  let  me  tell  you  that  in 
the  sea  service,  favourite  as  it  is,  there  may 
be  extravagance.  Whatthinkyouofhafing 
so  many  new  ships  at  once  upon  the  atockSy 
that  before  a  sufficient  number  of  con- 
demned ships  return  to  furnish  a  sufficiency 
of  men  to  navigate  them,  they  rot  and 
decay  in  the  dock  or  harbour?  I  h^ 
great  reason  to  believe  that  these  aiegi^ 
abuses  in  this  department,  and  ^J^ 
neglif^ce  of  a  fonder  board  baadnreQ 
the  pieaent  into  a  ooolntty  s9itreDe» 
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Be  this  as  It  will,  I  am  sure  that  the  slow 
payment  of  the  navy  bills  is  a  great  disad- 
vantage. The  boardy  I  suppose^  think 
that  a  few  months  make  little  difference 
to  the  public  creditors,  and  still  less  to  the 
jiatioo.  But  the  state  of  the  currency  of 
the  navy  bills  ought  to  have  convinced 
theao  of  the  reverse.  These  bills  are  at 
2  j  discount.  So  much  being  lost  by 
them,  the  receivers  must  in  some  manner 
or  other  endeavour  to  procure  indemni- 
fication. How  are  they  to  do  this  i  By 
demanding  a  higher  price  in  proportion 
for  their  timber,,  their  hemp,  and  their 
pork,  their  beef,  and  other  articles. 
Hence  the  public  goes  to  market  to  the 
worst,  instead  of  the  best  advantage ;  and 
not  because  due  provision  has  not  be^n 
made  by  parliament,  but  because  office, 
which  loves  to  put  public  money  to  a  pri- 
vate use,  will  be  dilatory  in  its  payment. 

Upon  the  whole,  I  think  it  evident  that 
upon  the  present  plan  there  may,  and  in- 
deed there  mast,  be  abuses  in  the  naval 
department.  It  is  therefore  full  time  that 
we  should  apply  some  remedy  by  intro- 
ducing into  tnis  branch  of  the  public  ser- 
vice the  practice  of  appropriation,  which  is 
essential  to  a  vrell  constituted  revenue.  If 
we  should  not  this  year  bring  the  matter 
to  perfection,  a  trial,  however  imperfect, 
will  enable  us  to  make  a  farther  progress 
20  another  session.  • 

Mr.  Charles  Fox  took  notice  that  there 
was  no  grouad  for  consideritt^  20,000 
ceamen  as  a  £xed  peace  establishment: 
that,  on  the  contrary,  he  was  well  assured, 
^  it  was  intended,  so  soon  as  the  fleet 
could  be  recalled  from  the  East  Indies,  to 
reduce  the  number  now  employed  on, that 
distant  service:  that  with  respect  to  the 
mode  of  voting  the  money,  he  could  not 
admit  that  there  was  no  dieck,  since  the 
accounts  of  the  expenditure  dould  be  called 
for  by  any  member  who  chose  to  make 
such  a  motion  in  the  House ;  and  that  in- 
convenienciea  would  arise  by  restraining 
the  power  of  the  Admiralty  from  employ- 
ing the  savings  upon  one  article  to  the  ex- 
^^eediogs  upon  another,  as  those  savines 
would  by  tnat  means  remain  unemployed, 
whilst  money  was  obliged  to  be  borrowed 
for  the  other  purpose. 

Mr.  CarnwaU  insisted  that  the  number 
^  men  proposed  was  inconsistent  with 
^e  peaceful  declarations  contained  in  his 
Majesty's  Speech:  that  the  method  of 
voting  the  money  gave  an  unreasonable 
power  to  the  lords  of  the  Admiralty,  and 
deprived  parUament  of  the  regular  infor- 
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mation  which  it  ought  to  have  of  .the  ex* 
penditiire  of  this  branch  of  the  public 
money:  that,  if  the  money  was  voted  and 
appropriated  for  each  service  by  estimate, 
the  savings  as  well  as  the  exceemngs  would 
be  regularly  accounted  for  to  parliament 
every  year :  that  the  inconvenience  sug- 
gested of  allowing  the  savings  on  one 
branch  to  lie  unemployed,  and  borrowing 
to  answer  the  exceeidings  on  another 
branch,  was  imaginary  ;  because  no  more 
money  would  be  borrowed  on  exchequer 
bills,  or  otherwise,  than  was  actually 
wanted  for  each  service ;  and  that  there- 
fore this  ancient  but  erroneous  practice 
ought  to  be  remedied. 

Lord  North  confirmed  the  declaration 
of  Mr.  Fox,  that  so  soon  as  the  fleet  from 
the  East  Indies  could  be  recalled,  the 
number  would  be  reduced  to  near  the 
former  establishment  of  16,000  men :  that 
great  reductions  had  been  made  last  year : 
that  the  navy  was  the  favourite  service^ 
yet  it  ou^ht  on  that  very  account  to  be  the 
more  strictly  watched  in  point  of  expence. 
That  a  great  expence  had  been  necenary 
to  put  oar  ships  in  good  condition,  many 
of  them  having  been  found  in  a  state  of 
decay,  because  they  had  been  buQt  with 
green  or  unseasoned  timber.  That  with 
resard  to  the  method  of  voting  the  money^ 
it  had  been  an  ancient  practice,  and  there 
seemed  to  be  some  reason  for  adopting  it ; 
but  he  was  ready  to  listen  to  any  propo- 
sition for  putting  that  matter  on  a  better 
footing,  and  womd  give  it  a  fiur  discussion 
when  made. 

Mr.  Hussey.  I  have  been  at  some 
pains  to  enquire  into  the  different  sums 
granted  by  parUament  for  the  navy,  and  I 
find  that  on  the  peace  preceding  the  war 
before  the  last,  a  sum.  greaUy  under 
900,000/.  was  granted  to  the  navy ;  10,000 
men  were  then  supposed  sufficient;  and  in 
the  peace  preceding  the  late  war,  I  find 
16,000  men  were  employed,  and  the  sum 
of  1,700,000/.  upward^,of  a  million  and  a 
half,  granted  for  the  service  of  the  navy; 
an  enormous  sum,  when  we  consider.  Sir, 
that  double  thie  money  was  demanded, 
though  not  double  the  number  of  men  em- 
ployed. It  is  from  these  circumstances. 
Sir,  that  I  wish  parliament  would  be  par- 
ticularly cautious  in  their  grants,  and  know 
to  what  purposes  the  public  money  is  ap* 
plied.  I  could  also  wish.  Sir,  that  the 
accounts  of  {he  navy  for  the  future  be  more 
particular,  that  we  may  know  the  specific 
charges.  I  do  not  approve  of  the  method 
of  granting  io  gross;  and  submitting  the 
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disposal  of  tlie'  public  mdnejr  to  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  Admiralty.  It  appears 
evident  to  me,  that  large,  very  large  iiums 
have  been  misapplied,  and  it  almost 
amounts  to  an  absolute  certainty,  that  very 
great  abases  are  committed  in  that  office. 
•In  the  peace  preceding  the  war  before  the 
last  only  600,000/.  were  granted ;  in  the 
peace  following  1,700,000/.  'were  allowed  ; 
find  in  the  year  1771  the  enormous  sum  of 
^,100,000/.  was  demanded.  I  wish,  there- 
fore, that  the  accounts  for  the  futnre  of  the 
navy  be  divided,  and  properly  arranged, 
that  we  may  understand  for  what  purposes 
we  grant  the  public  money. 

Mr.  Corntvall.  It  appears  that  in  the 
.peace  preceding  the  w«r  before  the  last, 
«  sum  under  900,000/.  was  granted  by  par- 
liament for  the  service  of  the  navy,  that  It 
-aiWrwards  increased  to  1,700,000/.  and 
Bioce  that  to  upwards  of  2,000,000/.  Ih 
1770,  when  the  kingdom  was  alarmed,  and 
we  were  upon  the  eve  of  a  war,  40,000 
men  were  voted  for  the  navy ;  they  were, 
however,  soon  after  reduced,  but  we  have 
never  h€»rd  how  the  money  has  been  ap- 
plied that  was  granted  for  their  mainte- 
nance. 1  am  far  from  irftimaiing  a  cen- 
sure, unless  it  is  doe,  and  wliere  there  is 
room  for  censure,  I  will  .not  hesitate.  It 
is  our  duty  to  prevent  the  misapplication 
of  the  public  money.  It  is  not  impossible 
that  the  Admiralty  should  abuse  their  trust. 
But  let  it  never  be  said  that  we  abuse 
ours.  I  do  not  approve  the  method  of 
{[ranting  in  gross.  Let  our  grants  be  so 
managed  that  we  may  know  every  year 
how  the  different  sums  were  disposed  of 
in  the  one  past.  Let  them  be  so  arranged 
Chat  at  one  view  we  may  know  where  the 
expenditure  has  been,  I  mean  to  have  one 

rr^  accounu  under  another ;  that  will 
the  parliamentary  proceeding,  and 
(which  I  conceive  to  be  consistent  with  our 
4ffty. 

Lord  North.  1  Would  cheerfully  agree 
*o  any  measure  which  may  in  the  least 
tead  to  the  advantage  of  th^  Service.  But 
by  what  the  hon;  gentleman  says,  I  un- 
4mtand  that  he  wishes  a  different  mode 
to  the  present  of  the  navy  accounts  to  be 
adopted;,  and  if  either  that  gentleman,  or 
the  other  hon.  menber  who  spoke  first, 
wiH  propose  any  new  method  superior  to 
Ae  one  which  has  been  invariably  pur- 
•ued  since  the  Revolution,  I  will  give  it 
*very  assistance  in  my  power.  I  will  at- 
tend to  it  with  the  strictest  impartiality, 
and  fiicilitate  its  success.  But  if  no  rea- 
•oaa  ahoakL  appear  for  an  alteration,  if  this 
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method  wfrieh  our  ancestors  pursued 
should  on  enquiry  appear  to  be  ta^  most 
eligible,  I  hope  it  will  not  be  expected  that 
1  should  contribute  my  share  to  what  will 
evidently  produce  no  advanuge.  1  think 
no  better  method  can  possibly  be  suggest- 
ed  than  the  present.  It  has  subsisted  for 
many,  many  years ;  and  I  think  that  b 
one  grand  argument  in  its  favour. 

Mr.  DfyatdesrveU.  The  noble  lord  tells  ui, 
that  if  we  will  adopt  any  scheme,  he  wDl 
very  readily  attend  to  it,  and  do  us  the  ho* 
nour  of  hearing  it.  But  1  conceive,  that  it 
is  the  business  of  administration  to  correct 
errors,  and  improve  old  regulfitions.  The 
oiily  defence  of  the  old  method  of' TOting 
the  navy  supplies,  we  learn  from  his  lord- 
ship, is  eustom ;  from  whidi  species  of 
reasoning  it  would  be  no  bad  concltmoo 
to  say,  that  k  was  impossible  for  our  an- 
cedto>s  to  err.  FrOm  the  King's  speed 
we  tfre  to  understand,  that  the  present 
establishment  Is  a  peace  fttablisnment; 
yet  20^000  meti  are  demanded,  when 
16^500  have  ^hilfherto  been  judged  suffi- 
cient, ^o  that  4he  nation  are  to  be  at  the 
eytraerditiafy  exdence  of  S,500  men,  sml 
there  must  also  be  shins,  wear  and  tear, 
provisional  and  stores  tor  those  men ;  ff 
they  'must  be  unemployed.  An  hon.  gen- 
tleman, much  more  conversant  in  those  (f- 
fairs  than  I  em,  says,  that  seamen  uoea- 
ployed  are  not  seaman  ;  so  that  a  standing 
force  is  supported,  and  that  at  the  pleasure 
of  the  Admiralty.  I  enthrely  acqnit  the 
noble  lord  of  writing  the  Kmg's  speech; 
but  it  is  strange  that  any  minister  should 
advise  such  a  speech,  and  vet  hold  con- 
trary senthnenCs  to  it  in  this  Hoose.  It 
wi^ild  be  much  better  for  them  at  once  to 
come  forward,  and  demand  sach  a  sun, 
and  avoki  the  ceremony  of  acquainting  us 
what  H  is  for.  There  was  a  tnne  when  a 
minister  Would  not  in  this  House  dare  to 
use  such  language;  and  I  catmot  beip 
agreeing  with  my  hon.  friend,  that  the 
present  method  is  illegal  and  unconstitu- 
tional. The  veiy  nature  of  our  constitu- 
tion. Sir,  IS  built  upon  jealousy.  We  are 
to  suspect  abuses,  and  to  guard  against 
them.  Here  is  a  sum  of  two  millions  to 
be  appropriated  to  the  serviced  the  nfljT« 
A  few  years  back  it  was  but  8OO,000f. 
What  can  occasion  this  amazing  differ- 
ence ?  If  the  King's  speedi  means  any 
thing  at  an,  we  are  to  consider  this  as » 
certain  peace  establishmenl,  artd  the  mi- 
nister aften^ards  demands  ^,000  men. 
Is  that  a  peace  establishment  ?  1  ani  to 
the  fill!  as  willing  as  any  one  to  prcsert« 
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tbe  navy  upon  a  respect^le  footing,  but 
le(  us  at  the  aame  time  know  what  we  are 
fotiDg  the  public  money  for.    The  Admi- 
nlty  are  to  hare  a  great  credit,  and  we 
are  not  to  see  the  account.    They  claim 
also  the  produce  of  the  old  stores  and  ships 
that  are  sold ;  for  the  last  five  years  they 
produced  20,0002.  per  year:    a  sum  of 
100,000/.  which  is  not  yet  accounted  for ; 
and  I  should  be  glad  to  be  informed  by 
what  law,  and  under  what  authority,  they 
dare  make  use  of  the  public  money.    It 
is  the  public  money,  for  it  results  nrom  a 
ionaething  which  the  public  have  bought. 
Lord  North.    I  rise  up  to  thank  the 
hoD.  gentleman  for  his  extreme  candour 
in  acquitting  me  of  writine  the  Kmg's 
speech ;  but  for  the  sake  of  argument,  I 
will  acknowledge  myself  to  have  had  some 
share  in  it,  and  on  that  supposition  I  will 
defend  it.    It  is  asked,  if  .20,000  men  are 
to  be  the  certain  peace  establishment  ?    I 
answer,  no.     That  my  endeavours  shall  be 
employed  to  reduce  them,  but  from  the 
desperate  and    deplorable  situation  of  a 
great  company,  it  was  necessary  to  send  a 
fleet  to  a  remote  part  of  the  world.    It 
was  notorious]  J  known,  nay,  I  believe  the 
French  themselves'  made  no  ceremony  of 
confessing,  that  they  intended  to  take  ad- 
vantage ^  our  weakness  in  the  East  In- 
dies, and  strike  a  blow,  which,  though  the 
French  court  anight  have  ^eemingfy  dis- 
approved of,  yet  thev  would  risk  a  war  ra- 
ther than  give  any  thing  up.    A  fleet  was 
in  consequence  dispatcnea,  and  the  ene- 
my's intentions  aire  defeated.    There  are 
employed,  Sir,  in  that  fleet,  S,500  men ; 
when  they  return  they  will  be  reduced, 
and  the  peace  establishment  will  be  only 
16,500.    As  to  the  mode  of  delivering  the 
navy  accounts,  I  see  no  reason  for  chang- 
ing it,  unless  a  better  can  be  adopted. 
'Hie  right  hon.  gentleman  says,  it  is  the 
duty  of  administration  to  correct  errors. 
1  will  go  ^rther ;  and  ask  that  gentleoaan, 
why  he  did  not  confine  himself  to  the  pre- 
Knt  only,  and  prove,  that  it  is  the  parti- 
cular duty  of  the  ministry  of  1772  to  alter 
old  customs,'  and    establish  new  ones? 
Why  were  the  ministry  for  years  back, 
and  the  one  of  1766,  to  be  spared  ?    We 
ha?e  followed  their  example,  they  approv- 
^  of  the  present  method,  and  we  wish  to 
continue  it  till  a  better  is    discovered. 
^  Sir,  wha(  is  this  complaint  after  all  ? 
Why  18  this  old  method  to  be  abolished  ? 
While  the  vote  is  general,  a  discretionary 
po^er  18  lodged  in  the  Admiralty;  and 
pom  the  notorious  uncertainties  of  the 
Lvouxyii.] 
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sea  sendee,  it  la  necessary  there  should  ba 
a  discretion'ary  power  lodged  somewhere. 
To  make  a  specific  allowance,  for  wagea 
so  much,  for  wear  and  tear  so  much,  &c« 
would  be  cramping  the  service,  as  from 
unforeseen  accidents,  and  consequencea 
unavoidable,  they  may  probably  be  obliged 
to  appropriate  what  is  allowed  for  wear 
and  tear,  to  wages  or  provisions.    , 

This  would  be  acting  contrary  to  par* 
liament;  a  liberty  I  am  persuaded  the  o& 
ficers  of  that  board  of  admiralty  will  not 
take.  The  service  must  then  be  cramped* 
If  they  have  but  15,000  men  employed^ 
the  remainder  of  the  money  lies  useless^ 
and  for  extraordinary  events  they  are 
obliged  to  borrow.    I  am  persuaded  the 

f resent  method  is  the  most  eligible;  and 
will  not,  until  I  hear  more  substantial 
reasons,  agree  to  any  alteration.  I  have 
one  thing  more  to  answer  before  I  sit 
down,  and  that  is,  with  respect  to  the 
votihg  of  40,000  seamen  in  1770,  upon  the 
eve  of  a  war.  Happily  the  storm  blew 
over,  and  peace  returned  to  us  again.  It 
was  my  first  care  to  lessen  the  expence  aa 
soon  as  possible,  and  the  ships  wek-e  im- 
mediately reduced.  But  it  is  ask^d,  what 
is  become  of  the  sum  of  upwards  of  two 
millions,  which  was  voted  in  that  year  ? 
I  answer,  that  from  the  hurry  of  the  lat^ 
war,  the  ships  were  buQt  of  green  timber, 
and  upon  the  alarm  most  of  them  were 
found  unfit  for  service.  That  overphia 
was  applied  for  the  purpose  of  repairs ; 
and  from  the  present  situation  of  our  navy» 
we  may  have  a  fleet  of  twenty  ships  of  the. 
line  at  sea  in  a  fortnight's  time.  As  soon, 
as  the  fleet  arrives  firom  the  East  Indies^ 
another  reduction  will  ensue,  and  a  great 
expence  be  lessened.  As  to  the  Admi-^ 
ralty,  I  am  sure,  they  have  no  objectiona 
to  the  having  their  accounts  examined; 
and  am  certain  they  wish  for  nothing  mora 
than  to  have  the  most  minute  enquiries 
into  their  conduct. 

Mr.  fVelbore  EUU.  I  have  but  little  to 
say  after  what  the  .noble  lord  has  informed' 
the  House  of;  but  I  am  not  at  all  surprized 
to  hear  those  objections  come  from  gen-* 
tlemen  who  have  not  been  in  office.  I  have 
served  at  the  Admiralty  board  for  eight 
years;  I  may  be  allowed  to  understand 
the  service,  and  I  am  fully, persuaded  no 
better  method  can  be  adopted.  From  the 
uncertainty  of  events  in  that  service^  ships 
may  have  long  passages,  provisions  and 
stores  may  be  dearer,  storms  may  arise 
and  dama^  them ;  and  it  is  impossible. 
Sir,  to  make  specific  charges ;  for  it  is  im*^ 
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possible  for  any  man  to  ascertam  what  die 
price  of  proviisioas  may  be  next  month,  or 
#hat  dangers  and  damages  the  ships' mtiy 
be  subjected  to  from  g^les  of  Svina :  it  is, 
^erefore,  liecessary.  Sir,  that  such  a  credit 
Should  be'  lodged  in  the  Admiralty ;  fbr 
their  own  reputation,  their  credit  and  abi- 
fities  are  concerned,  and  as  they  also  con- 
tribute their  share  towards  that  expence. 
It  is  no  unreasonable  supposition  that  they 
#ouid  be  as  careful  as  any  other  indivi- 
dual; besides,  Sir,  their  honoiOr  is  con- 
cerned, and  their  accounts  are  always  open 
for  the  inspection  of  this  House.  Then 
partly  as  an  old  man,  and  partly  as  an  old 
member  of  parliament,  I  must  confess  my- 
self in  favour  of  the  old  method;  the  wis- 
dom of  our  ancestors  approved  of  it.  It 
aplfiears  to  me  to  be  the  most  oeconomical 
method ;  and  even  if  the  noble  lord  had 
agreed  to  an  alteration,  I  should  n()t. 

Mr«  ComtoalL  '  I  am  extremely  unfor- 
tunate in  not  being  able  to  explain  myself 
to  tile  gentlemen  on  the  other  side.  I  do 
not  mean  to  cramp  the  navy.  It  is  a  fa- 
vourite service,  ana  as  such  I  am  for  sop- 
porting  It  But  to  prevent  abuses,  and 
the  misapplication  of  the  public  money,  is 
4)y  object.,  I  could  wish.  Sir,  that  parlia- 
ment, in  1774,  may  be  able  to  know  the 
expenditure  of  i?73 ;  and  this,  I  am  sure 
may  be  easily  done.  The  officers  who 
&lculated  for  the  ministry  may  odculate 
for  this  House.  It  is  as  easy  ^ne  in  one 
month  as  in  anotlier;  in  April,  as  in  De- 
cember :  let  them  then  aajust  and  settle 
their  accounts,  that  we  maylmowhow  the 
4/.  per  month  is  disposed  of. 

Mr.  Cooper.  I  hav6  to  ioform  that 
bon.  gentleman,  that  in  1691,  Mr.  Harley 
Ihen  moved  fdr  the  same  iteration  in  the 
lipode  of  stating  the  navy  accounts;  that 
in  1693  it  was  laid  aside;  in  1694  it  was 
again  attempted  to  be  renewed,  but  failed, 
from  the  difficulties  which  it  had  before 
occasioned;  and  after  that  period  Mr. 
Harley  came  to  be  first  lord  of  the  Trea- 
aury ;  and  with  his  power,  if  it  had  been 
eligible,  there  is  no  doubt  but  he  would 
liave  adopted  and  established  it 

Mr.  Edmund  Burke  : 

.  Sir;  for  these  two  years  past  the 
Khi^^s  Speech  has  announced  peace  to  the 
public.  There  every  thing  was  pacific  on 
the  continent — there  foreign  powers  gave 
the  strongest  assurance  of  friendship  and 
.brotherly  love :  but  what  has  been  the 
hnguage  of  his  ministers  ?  It  has  belied 
tbat  of  hii  Mqesty,  who  lias  annually  the 
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mdrtlficad(ni  *of  ^fibdh^  tiiat'nb  M^vuuti 
put  words  Intdhis  tdMith,  whiA  the  granti 
and  suofilies  fklsify.  If  ^ttr  rivrisareso 
averlse  mm'hostftitfes,  irlij  do  not  our  mi* 
nistets  return  'to  tfie  bid  pea^e  establish- 
ment i  They  havie  at  last  andosed  the  k- 
cret,  and  infornied  m  th&t  *this  is  not  a 
peace  establishnient  Are  we  then  at  wnx  ? 
No,  Sir,  we  are  not  engaged  in  open  hosti- 
lities, but  we  matntainan  armed  p«ace.  We 
have  peace  and  no  peace,  war  and  no  war. 
We  are  in  a  state,  to  whic9i  'the  ingenmty 
of  our  ministry  has  yet  found  no  apt  name; 
but,  let  the  name  be  what  it  will,  it  is  deflr 
that  Uie  language  of  the  King's  Si>eeGli, 
and  the  declarations  of  his  wise  nunisten, 
are  contradictory. 

Nor,  Sir,  are  they  cdhtradietory  in  one 
nngle  instance :  odt  of  many  take  the  fol* 
lowing  example.  Liast  year  bis  Majesty 
declared,  that  **  he  would  ask  of  his  peo- 
ple no  extraordinary  aid^"  Yet,  in  the 
course  of  granting  the  supplies,  ia  sumiru 
taken  out  of  the  sinking  fund,  tbat  sacred 
deposit,  which  should  be  appropriated  to 
the  diminution  of  the  national  <Iebt ;  and 
it  is  evident, 'that  as  the  sinking  fund  is  tlie 
estate  of  the  public  as  much  as  its  laods 
and  manufactures,  a  sum  taken  fi'om  it  n  as 
much  a  new  tax  or  extraordinary  aid  as  a 
tiew  impost  upon  trade,  or  an  additiooai 
shilling  in  the  pound  upon  land.  Sacfais 
the  manner  in  which  llie  wisdom  of  the 
present  administration  supports  the  dig* 
nity  and  veracity  of  that  kind  master,  to 
#hom  they  owe  their  aU. 

It  would  be  cruel.  Sir,  to  charjie  fte 
ostensible  head  of  the  ministry  in  thii 
House  with  these  egregious  blaoders. 
Had  he,  or  his  co-adjutors  on  the  trea- 
sury-bench, any  share  m  the  compositioo 
bf  the  King's  Speech,  had  they  indeed  anj 
communication  with  die  author  of  it,  tbe^ 
could  not  have  been  guilty  of  the  absurdi- 
ties remarked  by  the  whole  House  at  the 
opening  of  the  session.  The  reduction  of 
the  price  of  provisions,  which  was  recom- 
mended with  so  much  parade  of  hmnanity 
and  paternal  afl^tion  from  the  throne,  the 

Sersons,  who  moved  and  seconded  the  ad- 
ress,  could  not  have  represented  as  a  chi- 
merical and  impracticable  plan.  They 
could  not  have  thrown  such  ridicule  oj 
the  wisdom  of  the  king,  the  cabinet,  and 
the  council ;  for,  if  ancient  custom  has  noj 
here  been  thrown  aside  as  antiquated  •»« 
unfashionabW,  the  King's  Speech  innsi  be 
the  production  of  the  joint  wisdom  of  w* 
three;  and  wise  indeed  must  they  be,  » 
we  may  be  allowed  to  judge  from  the  W 
specimens  of  royal  dto^uence. 
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Battomlttfm  \^t,  Sir,  is  th«  obj^ 
of  tbis  extraordipafy  peace  eatablishmenti 
What  18  the  obiect  of  the  expensive  aripa* 
ment  in  the  East  Indies  i  Has  any  new 
fleet  sprang  out  of  th^  ocean  ^  Has  an 
srmy  aropt  from  the  clouds?  Are  the 
Marahtoes  of  the  Rohillas  in  motion  i  Do 
piratea  infest  the  coast?  Has  tl^  renowned 
Angria  come  again  to  life,  or.  have  t^ie 
Chinese  fitted  out  a  squadron  of  junks  to 
bombard  Calcuttcg  and  to  shake  the  kin^s 
of  Leadenhall  upqn  their  thrones  i  Sir,  it 
does  not  app^r  t^at  the  powejrs  of  India 
•re  dreaded*  Xbe  dbjectq  of  ministerial 
dread  are  those  fnendlv»,  those  pacific 
powers,  of  wbpiQ:  his  MaA^y  h^.  be^n 
taught,  to  ap^^k.  in  sup|i  a.napdsome.man- 
neTi  and  ag^iu^at  whose  maichin^tions  heis, 
notwithstanding,  providing,  bj^  kjading  his 
subjects  withextraprdinary  burdens.  Sir, 
the  French  ^re  or  ti\fi  not  in  the  East  Ii^- 
diea.  If  tber  are.  npt,  witbdrafr  your  ar- 
mament; if  tn^,ari9,.t\y  copimon  coni^nt 
recall  your  forces,  or,  if  th^j  will  not  agree 
to  fo  eq^iitable  a  c^ofpprpipiKe^  bravely  dfi- 
dare  war,  apqidQ  not,,  lender  the  name  of 
jgace,  expoae  us.  to  the  ^ppnces.  of  war. 
The  people  of  thi$  coui^try  will  generously 
nppoct  yoMi  in  a  just  ca^^. 

Indeed*  excess  of  generosity  is  our  chief 
&ult.  Were  npt  that  the  ca^e,  there  would 
not  have  b^exi  occasipn  for  tjiis  day's  de- 
late. It  is  ouc  enthusiastic  fondness  for 
the  naval  service  that  ha^  prevented  the 
piacticc  of  %ppropri^ipn  and  regular  acr 
^ts  in  tbat  departi^ent.  £(ad  we  been 
u  jealous  of  the  na;ry  aa  of  the  ^rqay,  such 
a  preposterous  plan  of  disbursing  the  re^ 
venire  could  ^ever  have  ao  long  si^sisted ; 
nor  would  th^  present  adqiinistralion  havf 
nadihejanction  of  custoni  and  prescrip- 
tion toplea^*  fpr  being  trusted  with  a  dis- 
(^etionary  power  qf  $xpen4ing  the  naoney 
voted  fbr  the  navy  How  we^k  an  ^rgM- 
nsnt  prescr^tion  is  in  this  case,  they  do 
not  a^em  tp  feel  s  for,  where  interest  i^ 
QooceiQedi  iprb^jt  wiU  npt  men  think  an  ar- 
tumtQt?  Start  timr  vias  atUim^  i^ 
tb^ir  political  ^r^^.  Wh^t  then !  is  this 
nwvqi  IQ  precilu4p  every  improvement, 
however  obvious  apd  n^ceasfry,,  in  th^ 
Canatitutipn  {  Tbe  first  ^n^mry.before  we 
proQe^  to  waU(  upon  this  pld  road,  ifb 
whether  we  can  be  said  star  4^^»  f^i^d  the 
i^t  i^  wbetber^  if  fhis  ))e  tbe  pase,  we 
WWiot  iftir  m^jrij^  If  tfee  letter  wrtef 
up  alMarpntivp  vf  )>eyon4  puj:  rei^cn^  thep 
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ingn  upon  wbicji  t^is.part  ef  the  public  ac* 
counts  was  left  at  the  devolution,  is  good, 
much  less  the  best  tliat  can  be  devised  ? 
AU  respect  if  due  to  the  authors  of  the 
RevolutjpQ;.  and  yet  it  must  be  owned 
they,  were  but  novices  in  finance.  They 
began  to  reduce  the  chaos  of  the  public 
revenue  to  some  order ;  aod  what  they  had 
neither  sufiScient  time  nor  experience  to 
complete,  let  us  endeavour  to  carry  to  per« 
fection.  Let  not  the  ministry  draw  tneir 
neck  out  of  the  halter,  by  saying,  thaf 
they  arp  Jiot  mpre  culpable  than  the  adTroi- 
njstration  of  1766,  and  every  other  admi^ 
nistration  since  the  lievolutiop.  The  ad- 
n^inistratiop  of  1766^  having  discovered 
tbp  impropriety  apd  bs^d  (economy  that 
prei;ai}ed  m  the  accounts  of  the  navy^ 
pledged  theipselyes  by  tlie  thouth  of  Mr^ 
Dowdeswell>  dbancdlor  of  the  Exchei^uer^ 
to.  introduce  into  that  department  thp 
_i__  _^        '.     ....       _    1  ._    »       '' on  i^ 


plan  of  appropriation,  and  to  place  it  < 
level  wi|h  the  rest  of  the  service ;  and  this 
they  did  unsolicited  by  opposition.  Th^f 
did  not,  Ijkp  the  present  ministry,  defend 
the  ancient^  mod2^|  and  contend  for  an 
unlimited  trust  anddiscretionary  power  c^ 
ex{>ending  the  pui^Uc  ippu^iy*  Sut^  su{^ 
posing  they  bad  been  thus  indiscreet,  thus 
resardless  of  every  interest  but  their  pwn^ 
will  the  present  ministry  stand  justified  by 
adopting  all  the  errora  of  all  administra* 
tions  I  But  they  desire  to  be  trusted  :'  and 
why  do  they  desir^to  be  trusted  ?  Whyi 
tn|iy«  because. they  are  in  c^ce!  Sir,  le( 
this  doctrine  be  noised  abroad,  and  see 
how  it  wili^  be  relished.  Trust  you,  be- 
cause you  ^e  in  office  I  The  ^ry  reas^^ 
why  we  will  not  trust  you.  Our  constitu* 
tion  is  founded  on  jea(ousy ;  and,  because 
men  are  apt  to  betray  their  trust,  it  ia 
laid  down  as  a  politic^  axi^oi,  that  lul  nii* 
nistei^s  ^^e  l^nayes*. 

«  Aye,,  bu^,'*  Uy  you)  "  ^^rif^p^^es^ 
the  ughtii  anc^  ^e  experience  .of  ofnce ; 
and  you,  upposs^s^d  of  t,^^e  ca^e  gifts, 
are  not  fit  to  act  as  jndg^.  Leave,  tEere- 
fore»  tbeV  ^natters  to  u^.  We  shall  ^/f 
a  good  ajCcpunt  of  th^  two  of  three  mi)Ubi|a 
voted  for  the  support  of  the  navy !  Grant 
us  first  the  money  as  usual,  and  we  shall 
afterwiM^  give  you  an  a^^count.  Dis- 
charge you  firsf.  the.  reckoning,  a^i^  we 
shall  afterguards  produce  you  a  Dili  of  fare", 
with  'eyery  iteni  mipute^  speci fie^.**  Sir» 
is  ^is  'parii|i|p9epf  iEury  language  I  It  may  be. 
as  called  by  ^  gentleman  qf  great  natu|ral 
and  great  ac^iured  talentf,  good  poliUcal 
reasoning ;  but  surely  it  is  not  logical ;  for 
m  mvm  Ifter  payfficat  i|  fio 
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lit  dl.  Nor  is  it  satis&ctory  to  say  tbat  a 
tnember  may  call  for  the  navy  accounts ; 
because  such  an  extraordinary  motion  is 
invidious/  and  the  expenditure  of  the 
yearly  grants  should  come  regularly  and 
methodically  before  the  House,  without 
any  uncommon  effort  of  patriotic  zeal. 

Sir ;  when  such  a  motion  is  made,  may 
kiot  some  interested  member  jget  up  and 
say,  that  some  cause  of  suspicion  should 
be  previously  shown  ?  May  it  not  be  urged 
that  the  immaculate  lord  Sandwich,  or  the 
upright  Charles  Fox,  presides  at  the  board 
of  Admiralty,  and  that  it  is  ungenerous  and 
unjust  to  insinuate  any  misconduct  in 
such  great  characters  ?  May  it  not  be  al- 
ledged,  as  now,  that  they  have  the  lights 
of  office,  and  that  in  comparison  of  them 
we  are  incompetent  judges?  This  language 
bas  been  actually  held  by  the  present  mi- 
nistry upon  a  similar  occasion,  upon  the 
motion  made  to  produce  the  papers  that 
passed  during  the  Spanish  negociation* 

Sir,  the  arguments  employed  to  per- 
suade us  that  no  appropriation  is  here  ne- 
cessary, are  equally  applicable  to  every 
other  part  of  the  public  service,  particu- 
larly to  the  army  accounts,  which  are  very 
ihuch  governed  by  accident* 
*  Nor  is  it  enough  for  administration  to 
aay,  that  they  have  not  time  to  digest  a 
proper  plan,  and  that  men  out  of  office 
'  have  more  leisure  for  such  an  arduous  task. 
They  eat  the  bread  of  the  public ;  their 
ostensible  head  enjoys  6,000/.  a  year,  be- 
sides perquisites  and  adventures  in  the 
Alley,  and  profits  upon  secret  committees. 
Other  gentlemen  are  equally  well  provided 
for  according  to  their  station.  Do  not 
isuch  emoluments  deserve  some  industry 
and  attention  ?  Do  not  they  call  for  some 
application  of  those  %ht8  derived  from  of- 
fice ?  By  their  own  state  of  the  case,  our 
.  want  of  place  has  left  not  only  our  fortunes 
but  our  minds  unimproved.  Let  them, 
then,  exert  some  of  those  rare  talents, 
which  they  inherit  from  nature  and  from 
office,  for  the  public  good,  andperform 
that  duty  for  which  the  caprice  of  fortune 
has  left  us  unqualified. 

Decembers.  The  Report  of  the  said 
I(esoiutions  being  brought  up, 

Mr.  Do/iJodei'voeU  said :  I  am  not  inclined 
to  obtrude  upon  the  House,  but  I  have 
examined  the  accounts  of  the  navy,  and 
am  wam^nted  to  assert,  that  die  sum  voted 
is  insufficient.  I  find  the  usual  allowance 
of  4/.  per  man  per  month  is  generally 
160,000^  diort ;  and  will  you  reduce  the 
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Admiralty  board  to  the  ^disadvantageoas 
necessity  of  borrowing  ?  Either  they  must 
not  comply  with  the  act  of  parliameDt,  or 
they  must  have  recourse  to  the  Treason 
for  more  money  than  is  voted.  The  Tres* 
sury  will  probably  say  to  the  Admiralty, 
you  shall  have  no  more  money :  the  Ad- 
miralty^ will  answer,  we  must  maintaia 
1!0,000  men ;  the  sum  TOted  is  not  enoagb, 
and  we  must  have  more ;  and  if  more  is 
granted,  it  will  be  granted  illegally.  It 
appears  then^  from  the  papers  on  your  table, 
that  the  sum  voted  for  die  navy  service  a 
not  enough.  But  what  said  die  noble  lord 
in  last  night's  debate  i  Why,  that  this  cus- 
tom has  contmued  since  the  Revolution, 
diat  it  was  approved  of  by  our  ancestors, 
and  that  administration  is  justified  by  cob- 
tinning  of  it,  because  it  was  adopted  bj 
the  preceding  one.  Such,  Sir,  is  the  rea- 
soning of  the  Treasury  bench ;  and  what 
can  you  collect  from  it  >  Wh;|^,  that  the 
noble  loi^  has  carefully  imitated  the 
blunders  of  different  administrations;  and 
would  rather  prefer  them  than  submit  to 
any  alterations.    Such,  in  fiict,  n  his  ho- 

Sia^e,  but  whatever  respect  gehdemen  on 
e  other  side  may  have  fiir  the  errors  of 
antiquity,  do  not  let  us,  I  beseech  yoa,  be 
governed  by  such  ridiculous  partiality. 
Let  us,  if  44.  are  insufficient,  allow  4^  lOf. 
or  4/.  15«.  and  not  wilfully  commit  so  d^ 
liberate  an  absurdity  as  voting  a  sum  of 
money  which  we*  are  posidve  will  not  be 
enough  for  the  service,  and  subject  the 
Admiralty  to  borrow  money  upon  interest, 
while  we  have  it  of  oar  own  lying  usdess 
in  the  Treasury. 

Mr.  BuUer.  I  imagined  this  matter  bad 
been  sofficiendy  debated  last  night,  and  I 
am  sorry  to  see  it  revived.  I  have  heard 
of  no  better  method  of  vodng  the  nav^ 
supplies,  and  I  think  we  are  very  vellia 
the  old  way. 

Mr.  Dotodesvoeli.  I  am  not  speaking  of 
the  technical  sub-divisions,  or  of  appro- 
priatmg  the  sums  voted  to  spedfic  charges^ 
for  victualling,  wages,  &c.  but  of  tbe 
whole,  as  insufficient  for  die  service ;  a^ 
knowtedged  to  be  so  even  by  administra* 


tion ;  and  I  hope,  in  consequente  thereof, 
that  4/.  10a.  or  4/.  15*.  whichever  may  ft 
found  most  proper,  may  be  voted  for  each 
man  per  month. 

Mr.  CamtoaU.  The  question  is,  wh^ 
ther  you  will,  with  your  ejres  open,  vote 
a  sum  which  you  are  certain  will  be  in- 
sufficient for  the  service  it  is  intended  m 
From  papers  upon  your  tabll?,  it  «PP^ 
diotUierewill  beaddioieiicyofi6Qi«(A 
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And  wfll^fOUy  then,  subject  the  AdmiraHjr 
to  a  dispute  with  the  Treasury,  and  oblige 
them  to  borrow  money  at  a  great  disad- 
vaotage?  Shame  upon  you!  It  is  un« 
pariiamentary,  and  setting  a  bad  example 
to  the  officers  of  that  board. 

Lord  North,'  I  see  no  reasons  why  we 
should  abandon  the  old  method.  This 
House  has  always  a  power  to  call  for  ac- 
counts ;  and  a  '  committee  of  inspection 
nay  examine  and  enquire  into  the  causes 
which  obl%ed  the  Admiralty  to  expend 
more  money  than  they  are  voted  by  the 
aothoritY  of  parliament.  From  the  uncer- 
tainty of  the  sea  service,  there  is  no  man, 
however  conversant,  that  can,  with  any  to* 
lerable  accuracy,  affirm  what  the  amount 
of  the  expenditure  will  be.  What  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  has  asserted,  with  re- 
spect to  the  deficiency,  is  only  a  conjec- 
tural account,  and  I  think  the  present  is 
the  most  ceconomical  method.  The  Ad- 
miralty are  under  a  very  necessary  re- 
straint, dlowlns  the  ^Z.  to  be  enough 
i though  after  Uie  reducing  of  the  India 
eet  f  am  in  hopes  it  wiil.|  If  they  w^re 
lUowed  more  than  a  sufficiency,  it  would 
induce  them  to  be  lavish  with  the  public 
money.  As  it  is,  if  they  exceed  their  al- 
lowance, they  are  obliged  to  give  parlia- 
ment a  regular  and  just  account  of  every 
extraordinary  expenditure.  But  if  a  mdre 
certain  and  better  method  can  possibly  be 
adopted,  let  it  come  from  any  quarter 
whatcTer,  I  will  not  object  to  it. 

Mr.  Hussey.  The  noble  lord  approves 
of  the  present  method,  because  it  was 
adopted  soon  after  the  Revolution.  But 
^  the  noble  lord  pretend  to  say  the 
kingdom  is  in  the  same  situation  at  pre- 
sent as  it  was  then  ?  During  the  debate 
last  night,  I  heard  of  no  inconvenience 
which  would  arise  from  a  new  mode  of 
voting  the  navy  supplies ;  I  heard,  indeed, 
ihat  gentlemen  boasted  much  of  their 
knowledge  in  office,  but  when  we  are  upon 
a  plan  of  reformation,  I  know  not  why  anv 
nwasure  should  be  objected  to,  that  is 
likelv  to  produce  a  change  for  the  better. 

The  Resolutions  were  agreed  to  by  the 
House, 

Siport  ffihe  Qmmiitee  of  the  House  of 
^^<»i»mni  on  the  Lams  in  ileing  relative  to 
tje  Aiise  of  Bread.']  December  S.  In 
uie  committee  on  the  high  price  of  com 
^  provisions  several  witnesses  were  exa- 
bmed.  After  which, 

Ooreraor  Pamatl  said,  that  he  was 
^wly  of  opiaioB  k  was  not  within  the 


power  of  parliament,  nor  the  reach  <rfany 
numan  power,  to  lower  the  whole  of  tha 
prices  or  things  as  they  ran  through  the 
community,  that  is,  that  it  was  not  within 
the  power  of  man  to  alter  the  proportions 
which  money,  and  thos^things  which  were 
bought  with  if,  bore  1o  each  other;  for 
tliat  price  or  proportion  depended  entirely 
on  the  proportional  quantity  of  money ; 
that  a  great  influx  of  money  made  money 
cheap,  and  of  course,  what  in  common 
language  is  called,  things  dear;  that  there 
was  no  altering  or  lowering*  of  prices  in 
this  sense.  He  said  further,  if  parliament 
ever  could  enforce  for  a  time  any  change 
in  this  proportionate,  the  consequence 
would  only  be,  that  by  interfering  thev 
would  rjise  an  alarm  of  scarcity,  which 
roust  necessarilv  run  up  the  prices  of  the 
market ;  and  if*^  they  made  any  forced  re- 
gulations, they  would  only  increase  the 
embarrass  and  trouble  of  business,  which 
those  who  were  coocerned  in  it  would  be 
paid  for,  and  this  therefore  would  here 
again  raise  the  prices  in  the  market ;  that 
therefore,  so  for  at  these  matters  went, 
they  had  better  not  meddfe,  but  leave 
every  thing  firee  and  open  to  find  its  own 
level.  But  yet,  on  the  other  hand,  if 
there  should  be  found  any  disproportion  in 
the  scale  of  prices ;  and  that  some  things, 
the  necessanes  of  life — that  bread,  for  in- 
stance, boi^a  higher  price  than  it  ought  to 
do  in  proportion  to  wheat  and  flour ;  and 
if  this  arose  from  any  error  in  this  assiae^ 
this  was  a  matter  proper  for  the  considem* 
tion  of  parliament;  this  was  an  injustice 
that  ought  to  be  remedied  this  way,  an  op* 
pression  upon  the  poor  in  which  ^  they 
ought  to  be  relieved :  this  relief,  if  the 
case  should  prove  to  be  so,  the  parliament 
could,  aiid  ought  to  give.  However, 
being  called  upon  by  the  petitions  of  the 
people  on  one  hand,  and  having  it  recom- 
mended firom  the  throne  on  the  other^he 
House  ouffht  to  toke  it  into  immedmte 
consideration.  Then,  after  having  stated 
from  the  evidence  of  the  gentlemen  caUed 
to  the  bar,  and  from  actual  focts,  that 
there  was  at  least  a  doubt,  whether  bread 
might  not  be  so  made  of  the  best  wheats 
and  of  the  heart  of  the  flour,  that  the  |KK>r, 
and  indeed  every  body,  might  eat  it  at 
four*pence  in  the  peck  loaf  cheajper  thaa 
at  present,  and  yet.  the  baker  nave  aa 
equal  profit  to  what  he  has  now;  that  it 
was  a  fact  that,  as  the  assise  now  stood,  if 
all  the  wheat  flour  in  America  was  brooght 
to  London,  it  could  not  be  made  mte 
bread,  but  must  be  earned  euti^aintai 
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wm  actmaQy  the  OMe  of  abo^a  e,00&  bv<- 
rek  of  flotlr  bought  ft'oift  America^  and 
ibrced  to  be  CMrried  off  again ;  thai  aa  the 
ittrfae  now  stood,  if  the  baker  made  such 
hooaehold  bread  alt  such  price  as  was  di* 
lected  by  the  act  of  pariiaaieDl,  it  nmst 
either  be  such  as  he  oould  not  lite  by,  or 
atsch  as  the  poor  would  not  eat»  and  ought 
not  to  be  fed  with;  and  theDofore- there 
was  in  &ct  but  one  sort  of  bread  made^ 
which  was  too  dear :  that  that  bread  might 
be  made  cheaper.  Aftet  having  staled 
tftese  projfiosiUons  as  worlby  thc^  ooastder 
ration  oT  parliament,  he  mcfved,  and  Afe. 
Oog^ejT  seconded  the  metioa,  <<  That  a 
Goounittee  be  appelated  to  enquire  into 
Ae  sevetBt  laws  now-  la  being  cdatitre  to 
Ihe  Asstae  of  Blread«.  and  to  report^  the 
aame  with  their  oponion  thereufion  to  the 
House;*'  adding^,  that  if  these  facts  wcae 
true,  the  laws  far  s^ttlinff  the  astize  ouf^t 
•o  be  asaended ;  if  not,  they  ougjit  U  least 
to  be  esphuoed'  to  the  satisfitctiOA  of  the 
peo|)lei 

A  Ceaimittee  was  aeeordiagly  appoint- 
fld,  who  oa  the  Sisfc  instaat  made  the  fel- 
iewidg  Report: 

Eepori'  from  the  Committee  ap- 
pointed to  examine  the  several  Laws 
in  being  relative  to  the  Assize  of 
Bread. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  examine 
Mm  severid  laws  now  in  bemg.  relative  to 
#m  assiae  of  bready  and  to  report  the 
aane^  together  with  their  opinion  there- 
aqion,  to  the  House,  haif«,  in  obedience  to 
the  orders  eC  tlua  Hoiise>  examined  eH 
the  laws  rbspectiiv  the  atsiae  of  bread. 

They  have  also  (at  far  aa  the  Jonmak  qf 
the  House  could  afimd  them  iAHprmation) 
0xamined  the  proeeedtngs  of  this  Boose 
M  this  subjcet^ 

Yomr  CoBomittte  haVe  ataawnerl  sevteai 
SMUencet,  ftom  the  sevehd  kcauches  of 
tMf  hosiness;  viz.  the  oom  &cter»  the 
iMalnmnt  add  the  baher.    AmA 

Your  Committee  do  find,  that  fnto  time 
iaameaDorial,  and  in  all  tanas,  to  the  Slst 
of  George  the  2nd,  there  was  in  all  assize 
taUes,  made  uilder  the  law,  a  wheaten 
bread  vi^ade  of  flour  the  whole  {NDoduce  of 
the  wheat,  the  said  Itour  weighing,  at  an 
aven^,  three  foarths  of  the  wei^  of  the 
wheat  whereof  it  #aamade. 

Your  Committee  are  informed,  and  do 
lad,  ThatsQchflaar  doth  contain  the  whde 
nutrition  or  sustena&oe  of  the  wheat ;  and 
that  auch  is  the  beet  medium  ttaadai^ 
vndthifldMitfcopei^  wtuahoaiiheJiitro* 


dnced  for  bread  in  comoMOUtfi  Thu, 
in  the  Slst  of  George  the  2od,  aa  Act 
passedp  intituled,  <*  An  Act  for  the  dw 
Qiaklng  of  bread,  and  to  regulate  the  priGe 
and  assize  thereof,  and  to  punish  penou 
who  shall  adulterate  meal,  floor,  4Nr  brsad," 
wherein,  amongst  other  matters,  it  is  di- 
rected, that,  where  an  assize  shall  be  set, 
no  other  sort  or  aoru  of  bread  except  the 
wheaten  9Bd  household,  aa  set  in  the 
tables  annexed  to  the  said  Act,  should  be 
made  or  sold,,  under  a  penalty  elprewd 
ift  the  said  Act. 

Which  sorts  of  bread,  althoogh  therebe 
no  specific  deaciiptioa  of  them  in  the  aud 
Act,  nor  any  sudi  deacriptioo  to.  be  col* 
lected  from,  the  said  tables,  ajre  holdeo 
forth  to  us  to  be  made  by  adivision  of  tb 
flour  (representing,  the  whole  wheal)  ioto 
two  parts ;  the  wheaten  bread  ioteoded 
by  tm  Act  being  supposed  to  be  made  of 
the  finer  half^  and  the  household  bread  to 
to  be  made  of  the  coarser  hfljfl 

That  the  wheaten  bread  made  of  the 
flour  (representing  the  whole  of  tie 
wheat)  which  had  from  tioofe  iidmenMisil 
beeo^  set  and  stood  in  all  assize  tablet  hen* 
tofore  made,  and  was  4he  basis  aed 
tiandard  of  aU,  was  by  thialMt  meotioned 
Act  excluded  and  prohibited  from  being 
made  and  sold. 

Your  Committee  do  find  that  this  Act 
has  aever  been,  from  the  time  of  paeaog 
the  same^  nor  is  at  this  day,  in  actual  ope* 
ration,  according  to  the  ^ue  ii^teot  aid 
roeaning  thereof:  that  the  flour  is  net  io 
fact  so  divided,  nor  the  bread  so  made  a 
is  described:  that  very  little  houeeboU 
beead  whatsoeeev  is  SMde :  that  nebou» 
bold  bread,  such  aa  ia  supposed  and  ns 
intended  by  the  Act,  is  made :  that  tke 
wheaten  bread  which  ia  made  and  sold,  ii 
not  the  wheats  br^td  inteaded  by  tte 
Act. 

That  in  consequeace  of  the  dd  steal- 
ard  wheaten  blead  being  excluded,  while 
the  law,  directing  other  aorta  to  he  laad^ 
is  ibund  not  to  operate  in  piactioe,  gt^ 
oeofusiods  and  many  inconveniences  haie 
arisen,  and  do  exist ;  and  amoagpt  oAen» 
the  market  hath  been  prevented  ^ 
being  supplied,  in  times  of  scarcitr,  with 
a  biead  made  of  sach  flour  as  the  wfer- 
mitted  to  be  imported  for  that  purptffr 

That  year  Committee»  conaioeiiog  tbeif 
oQQseauences  and  eilipcts  of  the  qu>^ 
the  old  medium  standard  wheaten  htm 
made  as  above  described*  do  fiad,.tbtt  ii 
that  stindatd  blead  made  of  floer»  vbot 
ia  thewbola  paadnoi  of  thf  whefk  ^ 
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nidfloorweigUog,  mittn  avefige,  ikttt 
fourths  of  the  weight  of  tlie  wheat  whereef 
kis  iMde,  was  again  imroduecrf,  mide^ 
certain  regalationa  and  restrictioas,  'it 
woctid  tend  to  prevent  the  said  eonfiHiiona, 
and  to  remedy- the  said  inconrenienoeas 
and  yottr  Committee  find,  that  the  eolmnns 
calculated  for  the  vheaten  l>read,  in  the 
LOW  repealed  aasiser  tables  of  the  Act  df 
the  8th  of  'Anne»  would  he  the  proper 
asizeihrthe  said  bread;  add  will  liave 
this  farther  benefit  and  adfantage^  that 
when  wheat  (the  balcefr'iB  sOtowance  in- 
eiaded)  is  at  seven  shillings  the'  bushel, 
the  wneaten  twelve-penny  loaf  of  this 
itindard  bread  would  contain  ?lb.  7oz.*Sdr. 
ftf  bread,  whereas,  the  twelve  •penny 
vheaten  loaf,  according  to  the  assize  of 
George  the"  "find,  doth  contain  only 
6!b.  80s.  4dr.  and  so  in  the  Kke  propor- 
tion. 

Although  you^  Committee  may  appre- 
hend that,  within  the  cities  of  London  and 
Westminster,  and  within  the  markets  de* 
pendant  upon,  and  connected  with  the 
lame,  some  inconveniences  might  arise,  if 
the  magistrate,  wbenever  he  should  direct 
this  standard  wheaten  bread  to  be  made, 
andto  aet  an  assize  thereon,  should  for 
the  preaent  be  permitted  to  prohibit  the 
wheaten  now  in  use  from  being  made  and 
told,  or  omit  to  set  an  assize  thereon: 
jret  they  do  not  find,  that,  when  and  where, 
m  any  other  parts  of  the,  kingdom,  the 
tn^istrate  shall  set  an  assize  upon,  and 
direct  this  standard  bread  to  be  made,  any 
inconvenience  could  arise,  if  there  was  no 
ittize  aet  for  an  v  bread  of  a  finer  sort,  nor 
say  such  permitted  to  be  made  without 
a  licence.  'On  the  other  hand,  tbe^  find 
that,  in  order  not  to  enhance  the  price  of 
bread  upon  any  persons  who  are  used,  or 
ihonld  be  wilUng  to  be  supplied  with 
bread  of  an  inferior  and  cheaper  sort  than 
the  said  standard  bread,  the  bakers  shall 
be  at  liberty  to  bake  and  sell  the  said  in- 
ferior  sorts  of  bread,  provided  they  be  re- 
strained by  severe  penalties  firom  selling, 
at  the  price  of  standard  bread,  any  bread 
which  shall  not  come  up  to  the  full  stand* 
^  in  its  composition. 

Upon  tlie  whole,  your  Committee  came 
to  the  following  Resolutions : 

Resolved,  1.  **  That  it  is  the  opinion  of 
Ais  Committee,  Tliat  if  ^e  magistrates 
were  by  law  permitted  (when  and  where 
^ey  shall'  think  fit  to  set  an  assize  on 
bread)  to  introduce  aguin,  ntider  certain 
regolatioDs  and  restrictions,  the  old  stand- 
^  bread  aoade  of  flour,  whUi  if  the 
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nAwIepraittOQ^rthe  Mieat,  iheisaad  Aokir 
weighmg  on  an  average,  thaaa-lbaiahs.'Cir 
t^e  weijght  of  the  wheat  whereof  it  is 
mode,  It  would  tend  to  prevent  many  in« 
cQBvenieoees  which  have  arisen  ui>  the  as- 
size of  making' the  bread  for  sale. 

^.  ^<  that  the  cohunns  caleidated  for 
tlie#heaten  bread,,  in  the  imw- repealed 
tables  of  the  Act  of  the  J^lh  of  queen 
Anne,  inlitiiM,  ^*Ah  'Aeu\K>  reeulatethd 
price  and  assize  of  bread/  wouTd  -be  Aa 
proper  assize  for  said^iftandard  .wheatMi 
bread:  and 'that  the  twriv^penny  loaf  of 
this  stanfdard  wheaten  bread,  •eontainiiig 
the  whole,  flour  of  the  wheat  (the  sail 
flour  weighing,  on  an  average,  three* 
fourths  of  the  weiaht  of  the  said  wheat) 
would,  upon  a  medium, containotie pound 
of  bread  in  eight  more  than  the  twelve*' 
penny  loaf  of  the  present  wheiffen  bread 
mode  under  the  Act  of  the  81st  of  George 
the2Bd.^' 

Mr.  Whktoofih  oifects  to  the  Language 
in  tohiehihe -Royal Assent  is  given  to  Wils.^ 
Dec.  4.  The  Usher  of  the  Bkck  Rod  in* 
formed  the  House  that  his  Mqesty'eom* 
raanded  their  attendance  in^the  Hooile  at 
Lords.    On  their  return 

JM r.  Richard  Whitxmrth  said : 

Sir;  I  have  often  wished  shataene 
member  would  take  notice  of  the  language 
in  which  the  King's  assent  is  given.  We 
are  just  returned  nom  the  House  of  Inords, 
and  I  think  this  a  very  proper  time  to 
move^  that,  by  an  address  or  billyWhich- 
ever  may  be  thought  most  jyroper,  his 
Majesty  be  desired  to  give  his  'assent  in 
his  own  native  language.  I  hate  a  dis^ 
honest  language!  *  Le  Roi  le  veuti* 
Let  the  royal  assent.  Sir,  be  given  in  the 
language  of  truth !  We  have,  Sir,  even 
in  our  oroceedin^.  Die  Martis  I  Die  Lu- 
nee !  1  could  wish  they  were  abolis|pd. 
The  ceremony  of  the  King's  assent  being 
given  in  Frertch>  is  the  remains  of  Norman 
slavery ;  a  disgrace  to  the  British  parlia- 
ment, and  which  I  hope^will  induce  some 
member  to  move,  that  either  an  address  or 
bill  be  forwarded  to  -•obtain  the  royal  as- 
sent for  the  future  to  begive»  in  good  ho- 
nest Engfisb.  I  am  MIy  satkfied  it  would 
make  tiie  people  much  happier.-^  [The 
House  was  in  a  eotitinUid  laugh.  ]  * 

The  l^)wker  replied  very  •gravely,  that 
as*  the  matter  was  of  a  very  weighty  na- 
ttne»  he  thought  it- would  be  proper  thajk 
the  House  should  *  take  time  to  consider 
of  it.'  Ihia^  oedakmed  «  second  flow  of 
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food  httinoar.— The  Houiei  hoirever^  w«f 
fdjounied  immediately. 

Debate  in  the  Cammmu  on  the  Bill  to  re- 
strain  the  East  India  Companyjiram  ap* 
fointine  Supervisors  in  India.l    Dec.  7* 
Mr.  Alderman  Hariey  reported  from  the 
CoramiUee  of  Secrecy,  appointed  to  en- 
qmte  into  tiie  State  of  the  East  India 
Company ;  and,  for  that  purpose,  to  in« 
spect  the  books  and  accounts  of  the  said 
dompany;  and  to  report  to  the  I^ouse 
what  thev  find  material  therein,  in  respect 
to  Uie  debts,  credits,  and  e&cts,  or  the 
Company,  as  also  to  the  management  and 
present  situation  Of  the  CoropanyUafbirs; 
together   with   their  observations  there- 
upon ;  that  the  Committee  had  proceed- 
ed to  enquire,  in  th^  first  place,  into  the 
late  proceedings  of  the  East  India  com- 
panVf  in  relation   to    the  Appointment 
of  Commissioners  for  superintending  and 
regulating  the  Company's  Affiurs  at  their 
Presidencies  in  the  East  Indies ;  and  had 
directed  him  to  make  a  Report  to  the 
House.— The  Report  bemg  read, 
.   Mr.  Harley  said :   Sir,  what  has  been 
Tead  to  the  Hous^  is  only  an  historical  ac- 
count of  some  matters  which  have,  come 
under  our  enquiry.    With  respect  to  cash, 
the  Company  are  at  this  time  much  dis- 
tressed, and  they^are  going  to  send  out  an 
exoensive  commission,  which   they  say, 
will  be  paid  out  of  the  savings  of  Mahomed 
Eesim  Aly  Cawn.    It  is  true  they  have 
not  yet  nxed  the  salary  of  those   gen- 
tlemen, but  from  conversation  abroad,  and 
on  the  chainnan  and  deputy  chairman 
being  examined,  we    find   it   is    to    be 
10,000/.  each  per  annum,  to  be  paid  in 
India ;  the  first  pajrment  to  be  six  months 
after  th^r  departure  from  England,  and 
a  clerk  and  assistant  at  500/.  per  annum, 
and  all  expeaces  in  the  country,  and  a 
talle  to  be  allowed  by  the    Company. 
Upon  asking  the  chairman  and  deputy 
chairman,  whether  the  savings  from  Ma- 
homed Resim  Aly  Cawn  would  not  go  to 
the  Company  in  case  no  supervision  should 
go  out  ?  it  was  answered,  most  undoubt- 
edly.   It  is  therefore  the  opinion  of  the 
Secret    Committee    appointed    by   this 
House,  that  a  Bill  should  be  brought  in  for 
restraining  the  East  India  company  for  a 
time  to  1^  limited,  from  making  any  ap- 
pointment of  commissioners  for  superin- 
tending and  regulating  the  Company's 
afiairs  at  their  presidencies  in  the  East 
Indies. 
Mr.  Dfmpstcr.    A  leport  so  unexpect- 


ed I  confess  alanaa  me.  The  i 
of  this  secret  committee  are  tne  moit  ei- 
traordinary  I  ever  heard  <£  The  very 
idea  of  a  secret  committee  is  ancoiutito* 
tional,  and  only  allowable  in  esses  of  a  cri* 
minal  nature.  The  hon.  alderman  tpeaki 
of  the  distress  of  the  East  India  coiD|Mmy, 
It  is  true.  Sir,  there  is  a  deficiency  in  cash 
at  present,  but  I  affirm  that  the  affiiire  of 
that  Company  are  neither  in  a  ruinous  dot 
deplorable  situation.  The  hon.  gentleroaa 
complains  of  the  extraordinary  expence 
attending  the  commission.  That  expence 
is  not  yet  ascertained ;  and.  Sir,  since  par- 
liament have  undertaken  to  enquire  loto 
their  aflairs,  they  resolve  to  wait  the  deter- 
mination of  the  House,  before  they  pro- 
ceeded any  further  in  the  business  of  the 
supervisors.  The  abuses  committed  in  lo' 
dia,  particularly  at  Bengal,  made  it  neces- 
sary that  a  set  of  independent  gentiemea 
should  be  appointed;  m  whom  we  could 
confide  for  regulating  and  mansging  our 
affiurs  in  Jndia.  The  choice  fell  upon  ax 
gentlemen ;  and  notwithstanding  the  great 
expence,  which  the  hon.  alderman  has  cal- 
culated to  be  120,000/.  yet  1  affirm  that 
millions  may  be  saved  in  consequence  of 
that  expence.  The  Report  strikes  at  the 
very  charter  and  constitution  of  the  Com- 
pany. It  is  the  most  unprecedented  and 
unparliamentary  proceedmg  I  ever  knev. 
I  am  far  from  denying  the  power  of  parlia- 
ment, and  their  right  to  superintend  the 
Compan v ;  but  before  they  venture  Co  di^ 
possess  the  Company  of  its  privileges,  they 
should  be  first  assured  of  those  privileges 
being  abused.  Nothing  else  can  justify 
such  a  measure;  and  therefore  I  hope  the 
House  will  proceed  to  the  previous  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  Harley.    The  directors  never  in-  i 
formed  us  that  they  had,  in  consejiuence  | 
of  this  House  undertaking  to  enquire  into 
their  affairs,  suspended  the  business  of  the 
supervision. 

Mr.  Sulivan,  Because,  Sir,  it  never 
happened  to  come  before  you  properly;  I 
but  the  direction  have  stopped  it,  ana  I 
pledge  myself  that  nothing  more  will  be 
done  in  it  till  the  determination  of  parlia- 
ment be  known.  j 

Mr.  Thomas  Townshend  spoke  in  fa- 
vour of  the  India  company,  and  was  an- 
swered by  Mr.  Charles  Fox. 

Lord  George  Germaine.  I  did  not  expect, 
I  confess,  to  have  heard  a  debate  upon 
this  matter  so  early.  A  Bill  is  going  to 
be  brought  in  for  restraining  the  Company 
firom  domg  what  they  have  at  least  ibr  < 
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time  siupended  of  themselves.  I  think,  in 
iheir  present  situation,  no  extraordinary- 
expence  should  be  incurred  which  could 
be  avoided ;  and  if  any  person  were  to  ask 
me  if  I  thought  supervisors  should  be  sent 
oat,  I  would  most  certainly  answer.  No. 
But  do  not  let  us  disgrace  the  dignity  of 
parliameDt  by  a  wanton  exertion  of  autho- 
nty.  Two  gentlemen  in  the  direction  have 
pledged  themselves,  that  nothing  further 
^oold  be  done  till  the  determination  of 
parliament  be  known.  Let  the  Report, 
then,  He  on  the  table ;  and  if  they  should 
attempt  to  proceed^  then,  and  not  till  then, 
you  should  interrupt  them. 

Mr.  Solicitor  General  Wedderbum.  I 
agree  with  the  noble  lord,  that  no  supervi- 
sorshould  at  present  be  sent  out ;  but  at  the 
ttme  tiipe  no  effectual  restraint  can  be  laid 
bat  by  an  act  of  parliament.  I  would  not 
take  the  opinion  of  even  the  two  Houses. 
Nothing,  unless  in  the  shape  of  an  act 
of  parliament,  can  effectually  restrain 
them.  At  best,  it  is  only  an  act  to  pre- 
vent a  possible  evil.  It  is  no  invasion  of 
charter;  and  unless  such  an  act  is  passed, 
the  Company  oiay  take  advantage  of  the 
recess  or  parliament,  order  a  snip,  and 
send  the  supervisors  out  before  we  meet. 

)^f.Rumbold.^  Two  gentlemen  in  the 
direction  have  pledged  themselves,  that 
the  measure  shall  not  be  prosecuted  any 
brther  till  the  determination  of  parliament 
be  known;*  and  as  they  have  already  sus- 
pended  it,  I  hope  the  House  will  proceed 
to  the  other  business  of  the  day. 

Mr.  Solicitor  General  Wedderhum.^ 
The  hon.  gentleman  appears  to  be  totally 
unacquainted  with  the  constitution  of  the 
£ast  India  Company.  It  is  not  in  the 
power  of  the  direction  to  keep  their  pro* 
mise,  should  a  general  court  order  to  the 
contrary.  Immediately  afler  we  break  up 
&  court  may  be  called,  the  ship  orderea, 
and  the  supervisors  at  seamany  leagues 
before  we  can  possibly  meet.  All  this  is 
v^  probable,  and  we  are  to  guard  against 
evib  which  may  happen.  The .  direction 
^inferior  to  the  .general  court,  and  are 
obliged  to  be  governed  })y  them.  The 
ttme  commission  as  the  last  had,  may  do, 
^d  in  the  recess  of  parliament  it  is  not 
unlikely  but  this  busmess  may  be  carried 
U)to  immediate  execution. 

Lord  North.  "It  is  Uie  wish  of  parlia* 
tuent,  and  particularly  uf  administration, 
to  make  the  East  India  Company  a  great 
^  glorious  Company,  and  settle  it  uf>on 
a  permanent  foundation.  They  are  going 
02to  an  expensive  commission,  at  a  tioie 


when  they  are  considerably  ,in  ariears 
to  government,  at  an  expence,  Sir,  of 
120,000^     Surely,  Sir,  it  is  the  duty  o£ 

rirliament  to  preserve  them  from  ruin, 
am  sure  no  hostile  intentions  are  con- 
ceived against  that  Company;  but  the 
committee  appointed  by  yourselves  have 
judged  it  expedient  a  restraint  should  be 
laid ;  and  as  no  restraint  can  possibly  ht 
laid  but  by  an  act  of  parhtaiedt,  a  Bill 
is  brought  in  for  that  purpose. 

Governor  Johnstone.  It  may  appear 
strange.  Sir,  to  those  who  have  been  wit- 
nesses to  my  conduct  in  another  place, 
where  I  have  constantly  opposed  this 
commission,  that  I  should  now  likewise 
oppose  a  proposition  which  will,  in  effect, 
put  an  end  to  it.  But  the  principles  of 
my  conduct  are  consistent  in  both  places^^ 
as  I  am  persuaded  I  shall  make  appear,  H 
the  House  will  indulge  me  so  fi^r  as  ta 
hear  my  reasons.  1  opposed  the  superin- 
tending commission  in  the  court  of  tha 
East  India  proprietors,  as  illegal;  lop- 
pose  the  present  motion  as  unconstitu- 
tional. The  reasons  why  I  believed  the 
present  superintending  commission,  as  ' 
well  as  UiQ  former  to  Messrs.  Vansittart, 
Scrafton,  and  Ford,  to  be  illegal,  spring 
from  the  same  defect.  The  charter  of 
justice,  granted  by  his  late  majesty  for 
the  several  presidencies  in  India,  which 
has  been  recc^ised  by  two  acts  of  par- 
liament and  the  courts  of  appeal  in  this 
country,  prescribes,  that  the  president  and 
council,  for  the  time  being,  shall  be  judges 
of  Oyer  and  Terminer,  and  likewise  tha 
judges  of  appeal  from  the  Mayor's  court 
in  civil  causes,  the  express  words  of  the 
charter  in  both  cases  running  in  the  fol- 
lowing terms :  **  whereof  the  presklent  or 
the  senior  of  the  council,  for  the  time 
being,  shall  be  one.''  Here  it  is  clear  Jba 
me,  that  both  the  spirit  and  letter  of  the 
law  have  said,  seeing  how  much  the  aflUrs 
of  the  Company  and  the  administration  of 
justice  are  mterwoven  together.  We  will 
admit  that  the  superior  officea  of  the  Com- 
pany in  the  dernier  resort  in  India  shall 
administer  justice  to  the  people;  but  we 
will  have  this  security  both  for  their  capa- 
city and  integrity,  that  you  the  Company 
shall  think  Uiem  fit  to  b^  entrusted  with 
the  management  of  your  greatest  con- 
cerns. The  moment  the  Company  de- 
clares that  the  persons  holding  those  of- 
fices or  titles  aire  unworthy  of  being  trust- 
ed with  the  manaf^ement  of  the  Company's 
afiidrs  b  the  presidetiGy,  the  spirit  of  tha 
law  declares  they  are  e^j^y  unworthy  oC 
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administeriog  jattice  to  the  p«op1e;  and 
the  letter  of  the  la«r  seems  to  me  equally 
gtrong  towards  the  conclasioa  I  would 
draw«  The  words  are — *  the  president 
and  council  for  the  time  being' — by  which 
16  plainly  expressed  the  presiding  authority 
for  the  time  when  the  trial  shall  be  had : 
h  matters  not  what  destinations  you  dis- 
tinguish the  persons  holding  those  essen- 
tial qualities  by,  whether  that  of  super- 
visor or  commissioner ;  if  they  are  invested 
with  the  supreme  management  of  the  af- 
fiiirs  of  the  Company  in  that^  presidency, 
all  ot[)er  civil  jurisdiction,  except  that  of 
the  mayor's  court,  immediately  ceases, 
and  attaches  upon  them;  nor  can  any 
conjuration  or  contrivance  of  the  court  of 
directors,  or  the  mercenary  lawyers  they 
have  consulted,  alter  the  immutable  na- 
ture of  the  establishment.  To  those  who 
have  consulted  the  nature  of  the  two  su- 
perintending commissions  which  are  con- 
tained in  your  report  upon  the  table,  my 
argument  will  appear  more  conclusive; 
for  here  I  must  put  a  right  hon.  gentleman 
right  as  to  facts,  whiph  he  has  totally  mis- 
taken. The  two  superintending  commis- 
sioners are  perfectly  distinct  in  the  prin- 
ciples upon  which  they  proceed ;  tke  fiivt 
as  approved  by  Mr.  Yorke  and  Mr.  de 
Grey ;  the  late  commission,  by  Mr.  Jack- 
son, Mr.  Wallace,  and  Mr.  Sayer.  But 
I  am  bold  to  affirm,  that  it  is  impossible 
for  any  roan  who  devised  the  expedient 
for  preserving  th&  law  in  the  first  commis* 
iioD  to  have  approved  of  the  secondf  be- 
eause  they  proceed  upon  principles  dia- 
metrically opposite;  and  therefore,  so 
fiur  from  supposing  the  legality  of  the 
one  or  the  other,  by  the  opinion  of  five 
eminent  counsel,  they  mutually  destroy 
each  other,  and  in  the  balance  of  the  ac- 
^lint  commissions  may  fairly  be  said  to 
Mand  upon  no  opinion;  for  it  is  to  be 
observed  in  the  commission  approved  by 
ter.  Yorke  and  Mr.  de  Grey,  that  tlie 
superintending  commissioners  were  to 
suspend  tlieir  own  authority,  while  they 
permitted  the  president  and  council  to 
dischei^e  their  several  fbnctiodlB»  partica- 
Wly  those  of  judicature  and'the  <>i^ering 
and  judging  upon  the  sentence  of  courts- 
martial:  find  again,  when  they  chose  to 
exercise  their  authority,  they  were  Io  an- 
nihilate by'  a  note  or  slip  oTpaper  the  aa- 
thoHty  of  the  president  and  council,  and 
then  to  revive  the  i^me;  thus  alternately 
reviving  and  destroying  the  several  powers 
by  a  form  of  government  rooreiafcieal  than 
any  thing  which  has  yet  been  eadiibited  on 


the  theatre  of  oomediaBs.  AtilieiBnetiiDe 
it  is  evident,  as  far  as  princijple  csn  be 
traced  through  the  maze^of  siica  ridlodoyi 
establkhments,  that  the  predomioant  epi* 
nion  supposes  that  both  of  these  powai 
could  not  act  or  exist  at  the  same  time; 
whereas  the  present  commission,,  on  the 
eontrary,  provides,  that  the  presideDt  end 
council  should  bb  preserved  pure  and  es- 
tive,  and  always  supplied  witn  new  mem- 
bers in  case  of  vacancies,  as  a  necesMv 
sobsisting  authority  perfectly  oompstible 
with  the  other;  and  the  aupesinteniKng 
commissioners  are  expressly  prohibited 
from  interfering  in  any  regtUatioDs  er 
judgmoDts  respecting  courts  martisi,  of 
the  civil  or  criminal  judicature ;  so  that  in 
fiict,  besides  contradicting  die  law  which 
vests  those  powers  in  the  presiding  tnd 
counselling  authority  for  the  time  being, 
the  greatest  ob^eots  of  ^hetr  mi^m  are 
withheld  from  their  power  of  amendment, 
while  both  manial  and  civil  law  are  lo  be 
administered  by  others,  who  are  supposed 
to  stand  dependant  and  independant,  io  a 
matter  repugnant  to  common  sense. 

These  are  my  reasons  for  believing 
both  commissions  illegal.  If  the  grouudi 
for  restraining  the  execution  had  been 
moved  on  that  principle,  I  should  hesniij 
have  concurred;  but  admitting  the  le- 
gality, as  the  movers  and  supporters  of 
the  present  question  allow,  I  must  oppote 
it  as  a  wanton  exertion  of  authority,  found* 
ed  on  >the  most  dangerous  doctrine,  tNt 
of  suspending  the  exercise  of  admitted 
legal  powers,  which,  in  ftict,  have  been 
purchased  from  the  community,  without 
assigning  any  cause  upon  which  this  ei« 
ertion  of  the  absolute  authority  of  legis- 
lature can  be  vindicated,  which  is  ofA 
equally  applicable  towards  destroyingeve^ 
principle  upon  which  the  preservatioo  of 
private  property,  and  the  freedom  of  ac- 
tion are  foundeo  in  this  once  happy  coo- 
«ti tution.  It-  is  doubly  mot dfy ing  and  di^ 
graceful  to  the  Coiapany,  since  the  noble 
lord  has  acknowledged,  that  in  case  what 
has  fallen  frcm  the  directors  of  the  Coio- 
panv  had  happened  before  the  rootioo  was 
made,  he  would  not  have  desired  it.  Shall 
then  Uie  slight  shame  of  yielding  to  reasoo 
in  a  public  assembly,  where  it  i»  weil 
known  to  the  world  the  minister  of  the 
day  can  carry  what  questipn  h«  p*^*^ 
right  or  wrong,  be  put  in  competitioo,  by 
those  who  pretend  the  smallest  regard  for 
their  country,  with  estskbltshiag  a  proe^ 
dent  which  etrikes  at^verywig  ^^. 
isstered  ineodetyi  For»yowDp«»*i" 
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tfamiMtipii  should  tak^pkiee^I  ibatt  bo 
k»ger  consider  the  ConfMmj  as-  fi^ 
ageots  in  the  iii«MigeneDt,of  iHeir  con- 
cerns: the  whole  is  from  that  moment 
tnmiferred  to  the  parliament^  or,  raoi^ 
properly  speakingy  to  the  king's  minister* 
There  is  op  map  who  can  have  n  worse 
opinion  of  the  management  of  the  djbiH 
or  the  Company,  at  home  or  abroad,  than 
I  possess ;  but  I  beg  the  House  will  distin- 
guish between  those  faults  springing  froin 
the  corruptions  of  individuals^  and  those 
which  arise  from  faults  incident  to  the  con- 
ititution  of  the  particular  govemment*  I 
believe  the  constitution  of  the  Company 
excellent  in  itself,  and  fully  competent  te 
the  management  of  its  afiairs. 

Because  they  have  failed  under  the  di- 
rection of  those  who  have  lately  governed 
them  at  home  and  abroad,  it  would  be  un- 
JD8t  to  conclude  against  the  whole  system, 
I  remember,  when  the  navy  of  England 
was  brought  to  such  disgrace  under  Mat- 
thews and  Lestock,  and  mitchel  and  Grif- 
fin, shallow  reasonere  wejre  ready  to  im- 
pute such  general  failing  in  every  part  of 
the  work!  to  some  defect  in  the  naval  in- 
stitutions. Various  projects  were  soon  set 
on  foot  for  altering  tne  establishment; 
one  in  particular  was  for  putting  the  ad- 
mirab  mto  frigates  in  the  day  of  battle* 
There  were  nof  less  than  eight  or  ten  al- 
terations proposed,  equally  new  and  ab- 
surd; but  this  House  taking  these  na- 
tional misfortunes  into  their  serious  con- 
sideration, directed  such  enquiries,  and 
passed  such  censures,  as  gave  encourage- 
ment to  merit,  while  they  brouffht  Uie 
opposite  qualities  to  the  disgrace  tney  de- 
Mrved,  without  which  no  government  can 
exist ;  and  indeed  it  is  unjust  for  the  su- 
preme power  to  complain  of  the  misma- 
nagement of  any  department,  unless  this 
principle  is  apparent  in  its  conduct.  Thus 
the  navy  or  £ngland  was  restored  to 
iu  ancient  vigour,  and  its  glory  carried 
tt  high  in  our  own  days,  without  any  al- 
teration in  its  establishment,  as  it  ever 
was  at  any  other  period. 

The  arguments  which  are  drawn  from 
theexpence  which  would  attend  this  com- 
miwion  are  not  in  the  smallest  desree 
conclusive*  Because  we  have  erred  in 
one  instance,  to  allege  we  will  proceed  to 
commit  the  same  error  with  our  eyes  open, 
is  a  very  unfair  way  of  reasoning.  It  the 
Company  is  to  be  tried  by  that  rule,  it  is 
time  mdeed  that  the  management  of  its 
affairs  should  be  transferred  to  the  House ; 
for  it  is  impossible  to  conceive  up«n  what 
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an  efttiatagav>t  scale  all  their  appoint* 
meats  are  calculated.  Why  should  it  be 
imagined  that  men  will  require  more  mo* 
ney,  to  perform  the  like  services  to  the 
Company,  than  they  dp  from  the  state  ?  I 
presume  to  think  the  King's  admiral  equal 
to  any  of  those  who  are  named  for  this 
supervision. 

It  were  becoming  the  directors  to  in« 
form  themselves  what  his  Majestv  aljows 
to  bis  officers*  Is  the  president  of  Beoga) 
to  be  deemed  superior  to  the  governor  of 
Jamaica  ?  One  or  the  late  supervisors,  Mr. 
Vansittart,  confessed  to  me  with  his  usual 
candour,  that  all  that  pretended  parade 
which  is  generally  given  out  as  a  reasoa 
for  vindicating  such  a  waste  of  the  Com* 
pany's  mone/  was  quite  unnecessary. 
Howevejr,  that  the  House  may  judge  of 
the  diftrent  manner  of  conducting  busi* 
neas  by  the  officers  of  the  crown  and  the 
officers  of  the  Goippany,  I  will  state  a 
similar  case,  respecting  the  ,S4,00(M» 
mentioned  in  the  Report  on  your  table  aa 
being  paid  upon  the  last  commission* 
Every  pody  muslt  lament  the  unfortunate 
end  of  the  late  supervisors,  particularly 
that  of  Mr.  Vansittart,  which  was  a  na- 
tional loss;  still  the  directors  mustbejust» 
they  have  no  power  for .  extending,  their 
generosity.  I  nad  occasion  to  be  informed 
in  what  manner  his  Majesty's  navy  board 
made  their  payments  to  the  officers  who 
were  lost  in  the  Aurora.  It  was  calcu* 
lated  she  must  have  been  lost  in  eight 
weeks  from  leaving  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope.  The  Company  presume  the  com- 
missioners might  have  survived  a  twelve* 
month,  and-accordin^y,  instead  of  7,5004 
which  the  crown  would  have  paid,  the 
Company  pays  34,000/.  1  am  certain^ 
from  my  own  ^knowledge  in  conversing 
with  most  of  the  gentlemen  who  were  te 
execute  the  present  commission,  that  they 
did  not  expect  the  same  emoluments  aa 
the  last,  supervisors  had.  But  stiU,  be  the 
expence  what  it  may,  it  can  only  be 
deemed  proper  or  improper,  in  the  consi- 
deration of  this  measure,  upon  the  relative 
good  or  savings  it  may  be  supposed  it 
would  produce,  wliich  is  a  subject  into  tlie 
consideration  of  which  neither  the  secret 
committee  nor, the  House  have  yet  en- 
tered. Upon  tl^e  whole,  therefore^  the 
propositions  now  before  us  appear  unne- 
cessary,  as  there  is  not  the  least  reason 
jbo  suspect,  the  Company  have  any  inten- 
tion of  violating  the  respect  that  is  due  te 
the  legislature ;  and  supposing  they  hadf 
the  greiuids  opoa  vhich  this  i^iU  to  le- 
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strain  the  exercise  of  their  legalriffhU  Is 
now  ushered  into  the  House  are  such,  that 
DO  man  who  has  studied  the  great  barriers 
of  a  free  government  can  consent  to  the 
question  upon  such  principles. 

Mr.  Edmund  Burke  : 

Sir;  I  rise  up  to  thank  the  noble 
lord  in  office  for  his  extreme  bounty  in 
assuring  ns,  that  no  hostile  intentions  are 
designed  against  the  East  India  Company, 
and  that  he  wishes  to  make  it  a  great  and 
glorious  Company  ^for  those  are  his 
pompous  expressions) y  and  put  it  upon 
a  permanent  footing.  Three  kings  have 
entered  an  unfortunate  kingdom  with  fire 
and  sword,  in  orde^,  I  presume,  to  make 
it  abo  a  great  and  glorious  kingdom,  and 
secure  to  it  its  liberties  and  laws.  They 
have  published  a  manifesto  to  that  pur- 
'  pose,  which  the  noble  lord  has  perhaps 
just  received :  and  he  gives  it  to  you  to- 
day, lest  it  might  be  stale  to-morrow. 

But,  Sir,  let  us  examine  into  this  extra- 
ordinary matter :  here  is  a  committee  ap- 
pointed last  year;  a  fair  and  open  com- 
mittee, which  have  produced  nothing. 
Thb  ^WBS  the  lawful  wire  publicly  avowed ; 
but  finding  her  barren,  they  have  tilken  a 
ifteat  little  snug  one,  which  they  call  a  Se- 
cret Committee,  and  this  is  her  first-bom. 
Indeed,  from  the  singular  expedition  of 
this  extraordinary  delivery,  I  am  apt  to 
think  she  was  pregnant  before  wedlock. 
Yet,  after  all,  what  is  this  Report  but  a 
direct  invasion  of  the  Company's  charter  ? 
'  It  is.  Sir,  a  Bill  to  suspend  a  law  of  the 
land ;,  it  is  neither  more  nor  less ;  and  we 
«re,.  after  distressing  the  Company,  about 
tp*  rob  them  of  their  charter,  and  over- 
throw their  constitution.  The  noble^lord 
does- well,  in  saying,  that  lie  means  to  pre- 
serve the  Company  from  ruin :  but  he 
should  previously  have  toU  yoa,  that  their 
ruin  is  the  immediate  consequence  of  his 
blunders.  In  the  year  1767,  administra- 
tion plundered  the  Company  of  400,000/. 
und  thiB  I  assert  to  have  occasioned  their 
present  distress.  If  we  suffer  this  Bill  to 
pass,  we  shall,  in  ikct,  become  the  East 
India  Company;  and  you.  Sir,  will  be 
seated  in  that  chair, with  a  little  ham- 
mer by  an  inch  of  candle.  The  Treasury 
bench  will  be  the  buyers,  and  on  this  side 
we  shall  be  the  sellers.  The  senate  will 
become  an  auction-room,  and  the  Speaker 
an  auctioneer!  Shame  upon  such  pro- 
ceedings! Here  is  an  eofd  to>  confidence 
and publiefaith. — ^Public faith !  alas!  that 
kas  long  been  given  up ;  tbat  baa  not  been 
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attended  to  for  some  years !  However,  I 
hope  tiie  House  will  let  this  Report  lie 
upon  the  table,  until  the  Secret  Commit- 
tee have  furnished  us  with  more  substan- 
tial reasons  than  have  yet  appeared  for  in- 
vading Uie  charter  of  that  Company. 

The  House  divided :   Tlie  Noes  went 
forth. 

Tellers. 

V-**  5 Mr.  Charles  Fox    -    -?  ,,4. 
Y=^*?  Mr.  Cooper-    -    -    -S  ^^* 

xr^„„  J  Mr.  T.  Towoshend-    •? 
^^^®  JMr.DempstjBr   -    -    -S 
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So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmatiTe, 
and  leave  was  given  to  bring  in  the  Bill. 

Debate  in  the  Commons  on  the  Expcdt- 
Hon  against  the  Caribbs,  and  the  Sate  of 
Lands  in  the  Island  of  St.  Vincents] 
December  9.  The  riouse  being  in  a 
Committee  on  the  Army  Estimates, 

Mr.  Thomas  Tooonshend  said:— I  do 
not  wish  to  trouble  the  House  to-day 
if  it  is  improper,  but  I  hope  on  some  fu- 
ture day  they  will  examine  into  the  ma- 
nagement of  our  troops  in  the  West  In- 
dieS|  and  particularly  mto  the  nature  of 
an    extraordinary  expedition,  at  a  dan- 

f  irons  season  of  Uie  year,  to  St.  VinceDt's. 
am  informed.  Sir,  and  from  very  good 
authority,  that  some  regiments  have  been 
sent,  without  tents  or  camp  equipage,  to 
that  island,  and  have  slept  in  the  woodi 
without  covering.  Surely,  Sir,  when  the 
British  troops  are  thus  employed,  it  will 
deter  youn^  men  of  birth  and  education 
from  entenng  into  our  marching  regi- 
ments ;  they  already  seem  averse  to  the 
service,  and  get  commissions  either  in  the 
guards  or  cavalry.  However,  as  it  seems 
this  business  is  improper  to-dav,  I  hope 
the  House  will  examine  particularlj  into 
the  expedition  to  St.  Vmcent,  which  to 
me,  I  confess,  appears  a  breach  of  national 
honour. 

Mr.  Alderman  Trecothick.  The  hoo. 
gentleman  has  very  justly  opened  a  matter 
which,  in  my  poor  opinion,  deserves  the 
serious  consideration  of  parlianaent.  1 
feel.  Sir,  for  the  honour  of  the  British  na- 
tion. I  think  it  is  at  stake,  while  a  scene 
of  iniquity  and  cruelty  is  transacting  ^ 
St.  Vincent's  on  the  defenceless  natives, 
under  the  authority  of  this  government. 

*  For  a  particular  account  of  the  Expediuoa 
against  the  Caribbs,  see  the  AoDoai  Regis*^ 
for  1773,  p.  83,  and  Adolphiis's  History  « 
Eoglaod,  vol.  S,  p.  SS. 
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The  poor  Caribbs  !  the  last  remains 
of  the  Aborigines  from  South  America, 
are  to  be  totally  extirpated  !  Regiment 
after  regiment  is  sent  upon  this  disgrace- 
ful  service,  and  those  regiments  unpro* 
vided.  Let  us  know  the  cause  of  those 
hostilities  against  a  defenceless,  innocent, 
and  inofiensive  people.  About  40  years 
past,  a  ship  loaded  with  negroes  from  the 
coast  of  Guinea  was  wrecked  upon  that 
island:  it  was  a  fortunate  accident  for 
them :  they  incorporated  with  the  natives ; 
and  against  those  you  are  exercising  the 
barbarities  6f  the  Spaniards  against  the 
Mexicans.  Sir,  I  hope  this  business  will 
be  encjuired  into  in  a  serious  manner,  as  I 
think  It  materially  affects  the  honour  of 
the  British  flag. 

Mr.  Richard  fVhitworth.  I  agree  with 
the  hoQ.  gentleman  behind  me,  that  an 
enquiry  should  be  made,  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible, into  the  nature  of  a  very  extraordi- 
nary expedition,  indeed,  to  the  island  of 
St,  Vincent.  1  have  received  a  letter 
from  an  intinoate  acquaintance,  who  is 
employed  upon  that  dishonourable  ser- 
vice; and  he  assures  me.  Sir,  that  the 
Caribbfi  are  up  in  arms,  and  too  well  dis- 
ciplined to  be  subdued  without  superior 
force.  Before  we  pretend  to  extirpate 
those  poor  people,  we  should  examine  our 
right.  The  French  only  ceded  part  of 
the  island  to  us ;  that  part  was  their  pro- 
perty, and  they  had  a  right  to  cede  it ; 
out  what  claim  have  we  to  the  other? 
None.  The  French  could  not  cede  to  us 
what  they  had  not ;  they  lived  by  treaty 
with  those  people,  and  upon  those  condi- 
tions, I  understand  by  the  terms  of  the 
last  peace,  we  are  also  to  live  with  them ; 
but  I  suppose  some  of  our  traders  or 
planters  have  taken  a  fancy  to  their  part 
of  the  island  for  country-houses  to  divert 
themselves,  and  to  satisfy  the  rapacity  of 
those  adventurers,  the  British  arms  are  to 
be  employed,  and  the  miserable  natives  are 
to  be  cruelly  dispossessed  of  their  habita- 
tions, and  driven  from  their  families  and' 
friends:  the  part  where  they  live  is  di- 
vided only  by  a  river,  and  nothing  but  the 
most  wanton  cruelty  can  induce  us  to  dis- 
possess the  unoffending  natives  of  their 
country. 

Lord  North.  This  is  foreign  to  thebu- 
liness  of  the  day :  but  I  am  very  willing 
an  enquiry  should  be  set  on  foot  into  the 
affair  of  St.  Vincent's,  and  the  House 
shall  have  every  information  that  is  in  my 
power  to  give  them. 

Colonel  Barri.    The  worthy  alderman, 
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as  an  English  merchant,  is  very  juatlr 
aknned  for  the  honour  of  the  Britisa 
flag,  and  I  think  the  enquiry  cannot  be 
brought  on  at  a. more  propNcr  time  than  the 
present.    I  am  sure  the  hon.  senUeman 

J  Mr.  Townshend){will  not  abandon  it,  and 
think  it  peculiarly  behoves  administra- 
tion  to  vindicate  themselves.  If  they  are 
justifiable  in  what  they  have  done,  it  is 
their  duty,  as  well  as  interest,  to  finish  the 
business  at  once.  If  they  cannot  justii^ 
themselves,  then.  Sir,  it  is  the  duty  of  this 
House  to  probe  the  fciul  transaction  to 
the  bottom.  But,  unhappily,  we  are  re- 
duced from  the  lofty  stram  of  loud  remon- 
strance, to  the  insignificance  of  soft  mur- 
muring !  Where  is  the  British  spirit  gone  l 
Sir,  the  noble  lord  in  office  has  given  in 
(pardon  me  if  I  say )  an  imperfi^t  account; 
An  hon.  gentleman  assures  you,  that  t^e 
Caribbs  are  in  arms.  Will  any  of  you 
pretend  to  say  they  are  not  in  the 
right  ?  No !  they  are  fighting  for  liberty, 
and  every  English  heart  must  applaud 
them.  In  times  of  profound  peace,  our 
troops  that  have '  bravely,  fought,  and 
bravely  conquered,  are  sent  at'ute  worst 
season  o£  the  year,  unprovided,  to  at- 
tack a  handful  of  men,  the  natives  of 
the  island,  who  have  done  you  no  injury* 
One  of  those  regiments  I  had  the  honour 
to  serve  in  14  or  15  years ;  and  if  it  is  a 
reflection  on  me  for  having  a  particular 
affection  for  that  regiment,  I  accept  the 
charge,  and  think  we  crime  is  no  dis- 
honour to  me.  Sir,  that  regunent  is  mi- 
serably reduced ;  nor  is  that  attention  paid 
to  our  troops  on  that  service  which  they 
merit.  Surely,  Sir,  they  have  the  first 
claim  to  preferment.  They  have  cheer- 
fully gone  forth  to  meet  the  enemy,  and 
like  soldiers  hazarded  their  lives.  They  are 
now  sentenced  tp  linger  out  the  remainder 
of  their  days  in  the  West  Indies,  and  lose 
what  is  dearer  to  them  than  their  lives  (for 
life  is  nothing  to  a  soldier)  their  constitu- 
tion. Sir,  the  governor  in  one  of  the 
islands,  in  order  to  celebrate  the  anniver* 
saiy  of  his  sovereign's  birth-day,  ordered 
the  garrison  under  arms,  but  paying  the 
proper  compliment  to  the  commanding 
sea  officer,  a  heavy  shower  of  rain  fell  in 
the  mterim;  the  men,  two-thirds  of  them, 
were  taken  ill^  and  one-fourth  of  them 
perished.  If  they  live  to  return,  they 
return  to  starte  upon  the  pitiful  interest 
or  pay  of  their  commissiops.  I  knew,  Sir, 
a  worthy  and  deserving  officer  as  ever 
wore  a  sword ;  I  knew  him  deserving  of 
preferment,  and  when  the  majority  was 
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^cant  in  hiB  reghneot,  rceonhnqndfed  hiia 
to  the  secretary  at  war  and  eommander 
in  chief.  Fn>m  the  former  I  had  indeed 
little  i6  expect;  I  had  oo  favoors  to  ask 
nor  expect  of  him  ;  but  to  the  commander 

/  ki  chief,  I  mentioned  this  officer  as  a 
man  of  merit.  I  know,  Sir,  that  in  a  great 
nation  like  ours,  it  is  impossible  to  provide 
ft>r  every  man  of  merit ;  but  I  shall  ever 
think  it  my  duty  to  keep  a  list,  and  point 
out  to  the  gentlemen  in  office,  at  least 
while  1  have  the  honour  to  be  in  the  ser- 
vice, those  who  do.  This  officer,  Sir, 
mitwithstanding  his  claim  of  merit  and 
seniority,  had  not  the  other  inestimably 
qaali6cation  of  money,  therefore  a  younger 
officer  was  put  over  his  head. 

Lord  Barringfon.  I  beg  pardon  of  the 
House  for  troubling  them  ;  but  I  wish  the 
hon.  gentleman  would  have  explained 
him'self.  As  to  the  officer,  I  beheve  he 
alludes  to  the  S^d  regiment.  ^  I  remember 
the  circumstance,  and  I  own  I  cannot  jus- 
tify it.  If  I  mistake  not,  the  matter  was 
mentioned  to  the  then  commander  in  chief. 
I  recollect  that  another  officer  purchased, 
but  he  was  in  the  Mime  regiment.  He 
could  not,  indeed,  go  out  to  the  West 
Indies ;  and  we  indulged  him  by  letting 
him  change  with  a  half-pay  major,  who 
WfM  readily  go  out  to  the  regiment.  As 
to  the  disoourageineiit  whic»  the  hon. 
gentleman  behind  me  mentions  of  men  of 
birth  and  education  going  into  the  march* 
ing  regiments,  I  believe  it  is  generallv 
true,  because  the  guards  and  cavalry  are 
mone  lucrative.  The  marching  regiments 
are  more  Ukely  to  make  them  better  sol- 
diers fronf  the  service  they  are  engaged  in ; 
but  we  have  very  good  soldiers  made  at 
home  (here  a  loud  Taugh.^  With  i«$pect 
to  the  regimenirs  at  St.  Vincent's,  and  the 
propriety  of  that  measure,  that  will  be  ar«> 
ffued  hereafter.  General  Gage*  sent 
irom  America  two  regiments  with  tents, 
te.  AH  those  necessaries  accompanied 
the  sixth  regiment  from  Plymouth ;  and  if 
they  find  them  necessary  at  St.  Vincent's 
they  will  be  u»ed ;  if  not,  they  wfll  be  for- 
warded to  general  Gage.  I  am  sure  very 
cogent  reasons  will  be  given  for  the  expe^ 
dition  to  St.  Vincent's ;  and  nothing  but 
eogi'nt  reasons  can  justify  such  a  nieasure. 

-  i  acted  only  rotnisteriallv.  The  Secretary 
•f  State  deniaiided  assistance  to  be  sent. 
I  rensotistrated  to  him  (it*  the  hon.  gentle^ 
mm  likes  that  word)  that  it  was  a  bad 
season  of  the  year,  and  it  would  endanger 
the  troops.  He  answered,  the  necessity  of 
H  justiiied  the  meaaure,  and  the  men  mast 
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be  sent.  If  I  revised,  I  musthave  resign- 
ed^and  j[ Colonel  Barr^  intemmting  him, 
softiy  said,  <^  and  that  you  would  not  do"] 
I  am  very  clear  that  cogent  reasons  wQi 
be  given  for  this  ooieaaure. 

Colonel.  BarrS^  I  only  rise  to  beg  par- 
don  of  the  noble  lord,  and  acknowledge 
my  error ;  I  really  take  shame  to  mytdf 
for  hurrying  him  into  this  confusion  and 
difficulty.  As  to  the  mistake,  though  he 
has  his  doubts,  I  hope  the  House  will  dig- 
cover  it  in  his  disturbing  the  respectable 
ashes  ofithe  dead.  I  am  far  from  pressing 
him  too  closely,  but  he  says  that  the  S^ 
cretary  of  State  ordered  him  1  Perhaps  the 
noble  lord  is  averse  upon  those  occasions 
to  n^atives :  but  I  am  told,  that  in  the 
War-office  no  man  is  more  capable  of 
whispering  In  a  soft,  complaisant  and  mj 
manner,  no !  than  his  lordship-^l  wish  he 
would  now  and  then  muster  up  courage  to 
say  no  I  like  a  man  upon  more  important 
occasions.  I  think  he  has,  with  very  fev 
intervals,  contrived  by  an  admirable  dex- 
terity, known  only  to  himself,  to  be  em- 
ployed 16  or  17  years,  and  by  this  time  I 
^ould  suppose  he  is  at  least  half  a  soldier. 
He  should  feel  for  the  honour  of  the  ser- 
vice, and  not  devote  troops,  who  hare 
served  in  the  war,  to  destruction,  unpitied 
in  the  West  Indies.  But  he  acts  only  mi- 
nisterially ;  and  h^  says,  if  he  refuses,  he 
most  resign,  and  disagreeable  as  the  one 
may  be  to  his  lordship,  the  other  is  iofi- 
nitely  more  so. 

Lord  BarrinetoH.  If  the  hon.  gentle- 
man  wift  recollect,  I  informed  him  that  { 
remonstrated  to  the  Secretary  of  State, 
and  that  the  reason  alleged  for  the  extra- 
ordinary measure  was  necessity.  Those 
reasons,  I  am  persuaded,  will  be  given  to 
the  House  on  a  future  day.  The  Secre- 
tary at  War  is  not  of  the  cabinet,  aod  he 
receives  his  Majesty'a  ordien  from  the  Se- 
cretary of  State. 

Mr.  Thomas  Tomuhend.  The  noble 
lord,  I  remember  soase  time  past,  ioformed 
us  there  was  no  such  thing  as  a  cabinet 
eouQcil,  and  now  he  complains  that  the 
cabinet  doors  are  shot  against  hiai!  He 
assures  us  that  if  he  refuses  tlie  ordeisofa 
Secretary  of  State,  he  must  quit  bis  office, 
which  to  him  I  have  no  doubt  is  the  moft 
painful  thing  imaginable.  In  this  case, 
the  Secretary  at  War  has  only  to  receive 
orders,  bow,  and  obey,  however  repugnant 
they  may  be  to  the  honour  of  the  service. 
Srr,  I  hope  we  shall  know  on  some  future 
day  thobe  cogent  reasons,  which  justify  a 
cruel  outrage  against  liuinaoity.    Such  a 
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spirit  rf  gtt&ttiig  18  gooe  fertl^  that  I  as-    reerait  thenu    if  en  aae  •#  «aifftae«  from 

sett,  Sir,  the  rapacity  of  f^e  planten  in     ~ 

Su  Viocent's  is  nearly  connected  with 

that  rage  for  making  of  fortunes,  by  the 

most  deslmctive  means,  which  gave  such 

a  shock  to  public  credit  in  the  conrae  of 

last  summer,  and    some  step  ihould  be 

tttken  to  limit  their  dangierous  ambition, 

and  uncommon  avarice. 

Mr.  IVeibore  EUis.  I  hear  much  of  the 
humanity  and  beneficence  of  eentlemeo 
in  this -House  for  the  Caribbs  and  soldiery, 
but  not  a  word  for  4he  poor  planlere,  who 
have  quitted  their  country  and  friends, 
and  at  a  great  expenoe  purchased  phmta- 
tions  of  the  public  Those  people  are  •en- 
titled to  protection  also,  ana  it  is  the  duty 
of  government  to  assist  them  with  troops 
when  their  property  is  in  danger. 

Lord  George  Germain,  I  am  astonished, 
Sir,  to  hear  an  hon*  gentleman  complain 
that  the  plont^ra  are  not  sufficiently  pro- 
tected. Before  this  expedition,  they  had 
six  iMttslions;  and  will  any  gentleman 
pretend  to  say,  that  six  battalions,  are  not 
garrison  enough  for  them  ?  I  have  autho- 
rity to  assert,  that  the  wh^e  number  of 
the  Caribbs  does  not  amount  to  500  men, 
yet  we  are  sending  regiment  after  regi- 
ment to  sacrifice,  hunt  down,  and  de- 
stroy those  unfortunate  people!  Sir,  I 
ne?er  whs  in  that  country,  but  the  cli* 
mate,  1  em  ttild,  is  exceedingly  bad.  I 
Bin  told,  that  if  our  men  are  exposed  one 
night  to  the  weather  they  will  perish.  One 
campaign  would  inevitably  aestroy  our 
troops;  and  let  me  tell  you.  Sir,  that  as 
men  are  so  scarce  to  be  had,  we  should 
not  be  so  lavish  of  them.  We  already 
find  a  great  difficulty  in  recruiting.  Our 
regiments  cannot  be  completed  on  account 
of  the  various  emigrations,  and  the  averse- 
nett  which  prevails  to  the  service  through- 
out the  kingdom.  I.  recollect  a  circum- 
stance that  happened  to  one  of  our  ships 
^  war  (the  Phoenix)  on  her  arrival  at  St 
Vincent's ;  the  captain  was  civilly  invited 
•n  shore  by  the  goveimor,  the  boat  that 
carried  him  on  shore  had  seven  hands,  and 
wit  of  the  seven  six  returned  on  board 
nek  and  died.  After  that,  an  officer  and 
»»e  men  went  onshore  to  gimrdthe  water 
«»iB,  and  sevep  of  them  died.  Such, 
Sir,  is  the  dimatethat  we  are  sendiog  our 
*^to.  The  two  regiments  which  the 
noble  lord-says  areeent  from  North  Ame- 
nca have  tents;  but  Aose  tents,  Sir,oaiv- 

n«t  preserve  the  men  from  excessive  heals 

aw  dampa:  and  we  are  destroying  oor 

n^-inlhoia  ^-^ertittity  'Of  being  eUe  to 


tke  ooolinual  draiaa  of  army  aud  navy, 
a«d  ^olonizalkn,  that  I  am  asMirvd  we 
shall  soon,  unleas  some  semed>  is  adopted, 
be  in  a  misecahleaituation.  "  lieaides,  what 
encouragement  have  anen  ito  enter  in  the 
servioe?  to  live,  joanlon  me,  to  starve 
upon  ed.  a  day!  The  aoldiers*  p»y  since 
/lbe€mt  inalittttioB  jo£  an  army  nas  never 
beeflT'HMed;  the  officers  has  repeatedly, 
but  the  soldieaa  never;  No,  Sir,  in  the 
fimaous  Tysone  rebeilion,  in  Ireland,  srbea 
the  Spainiards  Janded  in  thatx^umry,  the 
soMiers  imd  6d.  per.  day,  and  now,  not* 
withstanding  :lhe  great  diijarenoe  in  the 
tise  perieda^  and  deamess  ^  proyisioos, 
they  have  no  more,  indeed.  Sir, '  I  am 
astonished  how  tliey  iive^  and  aonskiering 
oar  situation^  I  thiok  we  ought  4o  be  ex- 
tremely cautious  howr  we  employ  our 
troops;  and  I  hope, as  the  noble  lord  aa^ 
sures  us  they  can,  that  the  (Secretaries  of 
State  will  nimish  us  with  those  cogent 
reasons  which  could  render  such  a 
slaughter  of  men  and  waste  of  public  mo* 
ney  necessary  in  timie  of  profound  peace. 
Here  the  debate  ended,  and  the  supplj 
was  voted  for  17;070  men. 

Pec»l  1.  Mr.  Thomas  Ta/unuhend mdi 
Sir;  whep  I. mentioned  the  extraordinary 
expedition. against  the^untbrtqnate  natives 
of  St.  Vincent  the  other  day,  I  was  told  it 
was  improper;  but  while  the  afiair  is  ^et 
fresh  in  our  memories,  I  wish  the  matter 
may  seriously  be  enquired  into.  I  am  far 
from  wishing  to  la^  the  least  censure  upon 
any  part  of  administration,  I  only  mean  to 
have  a  general  and  impartial  examination, 
that  we  may  know  why  the  poor  Caribbs 
alone  should  be  of  consequence  enouah  to 
engage  the  resentment  of  the  British  gc^ 
vernment,  and  employ 'the<attention  of  the 
ministry,  when  no  notice  is  taken  %f  the 
conduct  of  other  powers  towards  us:  I 
therefore  move.  Sir,  **  Thatanhomble  Adi- 
dress  be  presented  to  his  Majesty,  that  ha 
will  be  graciously  pleased  to  lay' before  this 
-House,  Copies  of  all  intelligence  tliat  haa 
been  secetvediby  any  of  his  Majesty^e  mi- 
nisters^ and  of  all  applicatioDs  to  thea^ 
upon  which  tt  has  been  thought-expedient 
to  send  an  additional  nun)ber  of  forces  lolo 
the  island  of  Saint  Vincent's,  together 
with  Copies  of  the  Orders  4»hich  have  hem 
seat'by  any 'of  his  Majesty^s  secretaries  ^ 
state,  or  secretary  at' war^  rektive  to  the 
^eoMployment  of  thie  said»fi»roe9-''' 

Lfora  Nonh4  l  do-not  rise  upto^opposa 
the motiooi  as  I  heartily oonotu'-wttathe 
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hon.  mieniber  for  a  full  enquiry  into  the 
afiair.  When  the,  matter  waa  mentioned 
last  Wednesday,  I  then  promised  that  the 
necessary  papers  should  be  laid  before  the 
House;  and  I  assured  the  House,  that 
the  expedient  could,  and  would  be  justi- 
fied. However,  I  cannot  help  thinking  it 
extraordinary,  that  the  hon.  gentleman^ 
while  he  publicly  assures  us  that  he  means 
to  speak  only  of  generals,  and  boasts  of 
his  impartiahty,  should  bring  in  adminis- 
tration in  a  parenthesis.  Now,  Sir,  I  am 
•s  eager  for  this  enquiry  as  the  hon.  mem*- 
ber  can  possibly  be,  and  I  hope  he  will 
have  more  impcurtiality  shewn  him  than  he 
has  shewn  us.  I  will  not  only  prove  the 
expediency  of  our  conduct  with  respect  to 
St.  Vincent's,  but  explain  to  this  House 
why  we  have  been  inattentive  to  the  trou- 
bles surrounding  us,  and  so  particularly 
attentive  to  the  Caribbs. 
The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Papers  rblativb  to  ths  Expedi- 
tion AGAINST  THE   CaRIBBS,  AND  THE 

Sale  op  Lands  in  St.  Vincent's.] 
Dec  23.  In  consequence  of  the  above 
Motion,  the  following  Papers  were  laid 
before  the  House  of  Commons : 

Papers  relative  to  the  Expedition 
against  the  «Caribbs,  and  the 
Sale  op  Lands  in  the  Island  op 
St.  Vincent. 

Memorial  of  William  Young,  esq.  first 

Commissioner  for  the  Sale  of  Lands 

ip  the  Ceded  Islands,  to  the  Lords 

.  of  the  Treasury ;  dated  11th  April, 

1767. 
Right  Honourable  Lords ; 

In  the  20th  instruction,  the  commis- 
aioners  for  the  sale  and  disposal  of  lands 
are  directed  always  to  take  care  that  no 
vorvef  of  that  part  of  St.  Vincent,  which 
IS  inhabited  or  claimed  by  Caribbs,  be  be- 
^n  before  they  shall  have  received  fresh 
instructions  for  that  purpose ;  and  always 
to  notify  to  the  governor  general  of  the 
Grenades  and  neutral  islands,  or  com- 
mander in  chief  for  the  time  beinff^  what 
parts  of  any  of  the  said  islands  uiey  in- 
tend to  have  surveyed,  that  he  may  assist 
and  protect  the  persons  employed  in  such 
service. 

This  instruction  was  given  in  1764>,  in 
order  to  avoid  any  disturbances  that  mi^ht 
arise  in  St.  Vincent  from  the  native 
Caribbs,  whose  numbers,  dispositions,  and 
settlements,  were  not  at  tbai  time  suffi- 
cienUy  known. 
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The  commissioners,  in  the  course  of 
their  duty,  having  since  discovered,  that 
the  windward  side  of  the  island,  through 
l^hich  the  Caribbs  are  dispersed,  is  by 
pauch  the  most  extensive  and  finest  part  of 
it ;  and  that  very  small  and  detacbea  spots 
only  are  here  and  there  cleared  and  settled 
by  them»  whilst  large  tracts  through  which 
they  are  scattered  remained  in  wood,  use* 
less  and  unoccupied*  were  desirous  that 
those  Ismds  might  be,  surveyed  and  dis> 
posed  of  in  a  manner  beneficial  to  his  Ma- 
jesty and  the  colony.  They  were  the 
more  earnest  to  get  this  accomplished,  be* 
cause  they  apprehended  the  present  sitaa* 
tion  of  these  wild  and  lawless  savages  was 
dangerous  to  his  Majesty's  subiects  already 
settled  in  their  neighbourhood,  and  a  great 
impediment  to  the  future  population  and 
culture  of  an  island,  which  they  conceived 
the  best  of  any  ceded  to  tlie  crown  by  the 
late  peace :  for  these  reasons,  they  com- 
municated their  sentiments  to  the  lords 
commissioners  of  his  Majestv's  Treasury, 
and  prayed  to  be  instructea  how  to  pro- 
ceed. 

As  it  seems  bv  no'  means  consistent  with 
his  Majesty's  clemency,  nor  indeed  the 
common  rights  of  mankind,  that  those  na- 
tive Caribbs  should  be  extirpated,  it  re- 
mains to  be  considered,  how  they  may  best 
be  disposed  of,  without  endangering  the 

Seace  of  the  colony,  and  in  a  manner  oro- 
uctive  of  their  own  happiness,  as  well  as 
the  future  improvement  of  the  coun^. 
In  order  that  your  lordships  may  receive 
such  information  as  may  be  useful  on  th» 
occasion,  it  will  not  perhaps  be  uhneces- 
sary  to  give  a  more  particular  account  of 
the  Caribbs,  and  the  island  of  St.  Vincent 
According  to  the  best  observations  I 
have  been  able  to  make  concemiogthe 
Caribbs,  their  numbers  consist  of  about 
2,000,  including  women  and  children. 
Some  iew  of  them  are  of  a  yellow  com* 
plexion,  tlescended  from  the  original  na- 
tives ;  the  rest  are  the  descendants  of  a 
car^o  of  negroes  who  were  brought  from 
Africa,  and  destined  for  sale  at  Barbadoes, 
about  a  century  ago ;  but  the  ship,  nu^ 
ing  that  island,  was  wrecked  on  the  cosst 
of  St  Vincent,  and  the  negroes  gaining 
the  shore,  recovered  theitformer  freedom. 
The'  yellow  Caribbs,  who  were  the  on- 
ginal  inhabitants,  are  of  an  innocent  and 
timid  nature,  and  have  been  almost  extir- 
pated by  those  blacks ;  those  who  remam 
mix  but  little  with  them,  and  are  very  ap- 
prehensive of  danger  from  their  neign- 
bourhood.    The  black  Caribbs  are  essd; 
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ttttogdybedfiom  any  other  negroes,  by 
ftcmcom  Ih^  have  or  flattening  the  fore* 
heads  of  their  infants,  in  order  that  their 
race  may  be  kept  distinct.  They  are  (ex- 
cepting some  fearwho  have  been  connected 
vitfa  the  French)  an  idle,  ignorant,  and 
unge  people,  snbject^  to  no  law  nor  dis- 
dpline,  and  scarcely  acknowledging  sub- 
sniiBation  to  any  chief:  they  speidL  a  jar- 
gon of  their  own,  which,  added  to  an  ex* 
treme  jealousy  of  their  liberty,  a  distrust 
of  those  they  converse  with,  and  a  little 
aftcted  canning,  make  if  very  diflScult  to 
diwottne  or  reason  with  them  concerning 
their  situation,  and  the  arrangements  ne- 
ottMuy  to  be  taken  with  respect  to  them. 
Tkey  go  for  the  most  part  naked.  All 
lltt  men  carry  cutlasses,  and  many  of 
them  have  fowling-pieces,  which  they 
unatty  keep  bright,  and  in  good  order. 
They  Kre  with  their  families  in  thatched 
hall,  dispersed  through  the  woods,  and 
•re  so  little  given  to  industry,  that, 
thoBgh  the  soil  ef  St.  Vincent  is  perhaps 
the  most  fertile  of  any  known,  they  culti- 
vate only  little  spots  scattered  up  and 
^n,  barely  suiScient  to  raise  sucti  pro- 
visions as,  added  to  what  fish  they  catch 
and  game  they  kill,  are  necessary  to  keep 
them  alive.  Upon  their  first  arrival  in 
the  Hhuid,'they  settled  themselves  on  the 
westem  side  of  it,  which,  although  the 
woist  and  most  mountainous  part,  they 
preferred,  on  account,  no  doubt^  of  the 
ttanooiNity  of  the  sea,  and  the  safety  with 
vhico  canoes  and  other  small  boats  may 
fish  and  aoproach  a  leeward  shore ;  for  the 
tnde  wind,  almost  alwaye  blowing  easterly 
ia  this  region  of  the  globe,  occasions  a 
rough  surge,  end  often  renders  the  wind^ 
*«nl  coasts  of  these  iskinds  dangerous,  and 
difficult  of  access. 

The  same  ividucementa  afterwards  pre- 
vailed on  some  of  the  French  from  the 
neighbouring  islands  to  insinuate  them- 
•dves  among  them ;  the  soil  was  fi^und 
ioperlatively  excellent,  and  others  were 
coDtinually  attracted  b^  the  success  of 
their  coutfliynien,  who  had  gone  before 
them ;  in  so  much  that,  when  this  island 
was  taken  by  his  Majesty's  arms  in  the  last 
wsr,  the  leeward  part  of  it  was  found  to 
be  extremely  well  settled  bv  4  or  5,000 
French  inhabitants  from  Martinico.  It 
must  be  observed,  that  these  settlers  were 
first  admitted  by  the  consent  of  the 
Caribbo,  from  whom  they  obtained  grants 
jo  lieu  of  brandy  and  other  amall  presents; 
but  having  once  jot  a  footing,  they  gra- 
^wHy  dbof|0dihemout  firom  the  leeward 
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part  of  the  country,  whidi  ia  at  tnreseiit 
mhabited  by  the  remaining  Frencn,  now 
become  British  subjects,  and  many  of  hla 
Majesty's  natural-born  anbjecta,  who  ^ve 
become  purchasers  and  settlers  therein. 

The  importance  and  value  of  these  poe* 
sesBions  may  be  best  known  by  an  inspec- 
tion of  the  sales  sent  home  by  the  con^ 
missioners,  which,  when  compared  wiA 
those  of  Dominica,  will  be  found  to  ex- 
ceed them  more  than  the  proportion  of 
three  to  one  ;  although  the  leaaes  granted 
on  the  part  of  the  crown  are  nearly  equal 
in  both  islands. 

The  Gommisaionerg  have  already,  by 
sales  and  leaaes,  &c.  (conformable  to  the 
iCine's  instractions^  di^osed*  of  this  side 
of  9ie  country;  nut  it  is  so  extremely 
rugged  and  broken,  that  the  number  or 
acres  of  cultivable  land  contained  in  it 
is  much  less  thab  might  otherwise  be  ex<- 
|>ected ;  for  the  internal  part  of  the  island 
18  formed  by  a  body  of  riide  and  impasa- 
able  mountains,  which,  diverging  incnaina 
•as  it  were,  run  down  the  westem  coast, 
and  divide  the  land  into  a  number  of  little 
fruitful  vdleys,  each  watered  with  a  rapid 
stream,  and  separated  from  the  others  by 
large  and  steep  hills :  the  valleys  are  now 
planting  with  cane^,  and  will  soon  become 
valuable  sugar  plantations :  the  intervening 
hills  are  only  proper  for  cofiee,  cocoa,  ana 
provisions. 

The  eastern,  or  windward  part  of  the 
island,  through  which  the  €aribbs  are  at 
present  irregularly'  scattered  in  the  man- 
ner that  has  been  before  observed,  and 
which  the  commissioners  have  prayed  in- 
structions to  survey  and  dispose  of,  re^ 
mains  almost  entirely  unoccupted  and  m 
"Wood;  but  it  is  by  far  more  extensive^ 
more  level,  and  a  finer  country  than  the 
part  already  disposed  of;  and  as  the  soil  ia 
perhaps  the  best  in  the  world,  and  it  ia 
admirably  supplied  with  rivers^  it  would 
probably  soon  become  a  more  valuable 
sugar  colony  than  any  possessed  by  the 
crown,  unless  Jainaica,  which  must  be  ex* 
cepted  only  on  account  of  its  very  supe- 
rior extent.  It  seems  the  more  necessary 
that  means  should  be  used  for  its  speedy 
settlement,  as  St.  Vincent,  which  is  a 
small  island  of  aboift  22  miles  in  length, 
and  about  14  or  16  miles  broad,  is  situated 
only  eight  leagues  due  south  of  St.  Lucia; 
and  as  the  leeward  side  of  it  fs  too  much 
cotitracted  by  the  momitains,  to  admit  of 
a  suAcient  number  of  settlements  and  in- 
habitants to  protect  it  against  that  growmg 
French  colony^  

[9  P] 
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Perhaps  it  may  not  be  amiss  to  remark, ' 
tkat  the  French  king,  till  the  late  cession 
of  this  iriaad  to  the  crown  of  Great  Bri- 
-tain,  always  affected  to  acknowledge  it  as 
the  property  of  the  Caribhs,  and  the  latter 
liave  accordingly  imagined  they  bad  the 
best  right  to  it.  However,  wnen  they 
{)erceived  the  English  repairing  thither  at 
ihe  conclusion  of  the  peace,  many  of  them 
were  desirous  of  removing  to  St.  Lucia, 
but  they  were  refused  admittance  by  the 
French  governor. 

They  do  not  at  this  time  appear  to  know 
what  to  think  of  their  present  situation ; 
what  will  be  acknowledged  theirs,  nor  in- 
deed what  to  claim ;  only  as  they  have 
Jieard  that  the  commissioners  were  or- 
dered by  the  King  not  to  dispose  of  nor 
survey  any  of  the  lands  inhabited  or 
claimed,  by  them,  till  further  orders ;  and 
as  the  utmost  good  faith  has  been  pre> 
/served  respecting  them,  they  seem  in- 
xlined  to  require  more  than  they  can  pos- 
iibly  find  useful,  or  indeed  than  they 
would  otherwise  have  presumed  to  do. 
As  matters  now  are,  they  certainly  appear 
fit  objects  of  his  Majesty's  clemency; 
.«ad  perhaps  it  were  a  curious  speculation 
how  best  to  dispose  of  them  consistendy 
with  their  own  happiness,  the  peace  and 
^ety  of  the  present  British  subjects 
^ttled  in  the  island  along  with  them,  and 
the  ftiture  population  Mid  culture  of  the 

OOlODV. 

^  If  I  may  be  allowed  to  speak  my  opi- 
nion, the  sooner  something  is  determined 
jon  this  head  the  better ;  and  as  the  island 
}iB»  been  ceded  in  full  right  to  his  Majesty, 
juid  it  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  so  smul 
^  spot  is  or  can  be  conjointly  held  between 
the  King  of  Great  Britain  and  its  native 
lavages,  I  beg  leave  to  submit  to  your 
Jordsnips'  consideration  the  following 
|irm>06itions :  - . 

First,  That  instructions  be  forthwith 
pent  out  to  the  governor  general  of  the 
Grenades,  or,  in  nis  absence,  to  the  com- 
mander in  chief  for  the  time  being,  and  to 
Ihe  lieutenant  governor  of  St.  Vincent, 
juid  also  to  his  Majesty's  commissioners 
lor  the  sale  and  disposal  of  lands,  to  Uie 
folbwing  e&ct :  That  means  be  contrived, 
that  it  may  be  known  as  speedily  and  ge- 
oerallv  as  possible  among  the  Caribbs, 
that  the  King  is  graciously  pleased  to  con- 
aider  them  as  his  loving  subjects,  and  will 
protect  them  in  their  freedom  while  they 
continue  to  demean  themselves  faithfully 
«nd  peaceably,  submitting  themselves  to 
ks  governed  by  the.  lawa  <if  Groat  Bri- 


tain, or  such  laws  as  may  hevesfter  be  in 
force  in  the  country,  respecting  free  nd> 
groes,  or  otherwise. 

.  And  that,  moreover,  his  Majesty  hai 
commanded  his  cotiimissioners  to  surrej 
and  dispose  of»  with  all  convenient 
speed,  all  the  lands  situated  and  lying 
between  the  river  Rebechi,  windwaroi  to 
Grandesable,  and  so  round  to  Chatesn 
Bellair.  But  that  they  are  also  directed 
to  allot  such  lands  as  they  shall  judge 
convenient  and  sufficient  to  be  allotted 
for  the  use,  and  as  the  property  of  the 
Caribbs,  free  mulattoes^  and  negroes  now 
residing  in  St.  Vincent,  having  regard  al' 
ways,  m  making  these  arraagementi,  to 
the  future  culture,  population,  and  8^ 
curity  of  the  island,  as  well  as  the  comfoft 
and  satisfiK^on  of  the  Caribbs  themselves, 
who  are  expected  to  aid  and  assist  the 
commissioners  and  surveyors  in  the  per- 
formance of  this  neceasary  work ;  but  will 
incur  the  King's  heavy  displeasure  and 
severe  chastisement  it  they-  attempt  to 
oppose  them  in  the  execution  of  his  com- 
mands, so  essential  to  their  own  happinesi 
and  to  that  of  his  faithftd  subjects  in  the 
same  island :  for  which  purposes  the  ne- 
cessary orders  are  eiven  to  the  govemon 
and  commanders  of  his  Majesty's  fleeft 
and  armies  in  that  part  of  the  world, 
should  they  prove  disobedient  or  refrac- 
tory, contrary  to  his  just  expectation,  sod 
the  &vourable  accounts  he  tias  hitherto 
received  concerning  them  from  his  gover- 
nors and  commissioners. 

The  governor  should  also  be  instructed 
that  if  it  be  found  necessary,  he  is  to  sasat 
and  protect  the  surveyors,  and  others  eo^ 
ployed  in  the  service. 

2dly,  At  the  same  time  that  instructions 
to  the  effect  just  mentioned  are  sent  out 
to  the  governors,  &c.  instructions  to  the 
following  purport  might  be  di^tched  to 
the  commissioners : 

Forthwith  to  survey  and  dispose  of,  ia 
a  manner  conformable  to  their  former  io« 
structmns,  all  the  cultivable  lands  situated 
between  the  river  Rebechi,  windward,  to 
Grandesable,  andsoround  Chateau  Bellair, 
and  to  cause  the  several  allotments  to  be 
laid  out  and  disposed  of,  in  the  quickest 
and  least  expensive  method  that  can  be 
contrived,  consistently  with  the  spirit  of 
their  instructions. 

To  allot  such  kinds  as  they  shall  judpe 
convenient  and  sufficient  to  be  allotted  for 
the  use,  and  as  the  property  of  the  Caribbii 
free  midattoes,  and  free  ne^roos#  now  re* 
siding  ia  Su  ViAoea^t  hmng  r^pidak 
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miyi  in  maidng  these  arrangementBto  the 
fiitare  culture,  population  and  security 
of  the  ialand)  as  well  as  the  comfort  and 
sadiftctioD  of  the  Canbbs  themselves, 
whom  his  Majesty  is  pleased  to  consider 
18  his  adopted  subjects,  and  who  are  to 
be  provided  for  with  the  utmost  humanist 
and  protected  as  long  as  they  continue 
to  oemean  UiemselTes  faitmiilly  and 
peaceably. 

Id  the  ooune  of  this  duly,  whenever  it 
is  judged  necessary  for  his  Majesty's  ser- 
vice, or  the  safe^  and  importance  of  the 
cdony,  that  the  Caribbs  snail  be  removed 
Iromtlieir  present  huts  and  dieared  grounds 
to  some  other  jMrt  of  the  country,  good, 
proper,  and  sumcient  woodlands  shul  be 
allotted  them  in  lieu  thereof,  and  the 
Caribbs  shall  be  permitted  to  contbue  to 
rende  on  thdr  present  cleared  lands,  until 
theyahall  have  gathered  all  their  provi- 
iions,  built  hats,  and  cleared  and  planted 
their  other  lands  allotted  in  lieu  tnereof ; 
for  which  purpose  five  years  shall  be  al- 
lowed them  from  the  date  of  these  instruc- 
tions, unless  they  are  contented  to  reoibve 
themselves  socmer. 

That  in  such  cases  their  former  cleared 
lands  are  to  be  comprised  in,,  and  sold 
with,  the  fdantation  allotment  of  wood- 
lands Burroundinff  them,  as  contiguous  as 
may  happen  to  be  most  convenient,  and 
on  the  removal  of  the  Caribbs  are  to  be- 
come the  property  of  the  person  possessed 
of  such  surroundmg  or  contiguous  planta- 
tion, and  not  before. 

That  in  consideration  of  these  arrange- 
ments made,  and  the  future  removal  of 
the  Caribbs,  they  shall  be  paid  for  these 
cleared  lands,  so  comprisea  and  sdd  as 
b^ore,  at  the  rate  of  four  Johannes,  or 
13/.  4«.  currency  per  acre,  according  to 
survey,  or  the  fiurest  computation  that 
can  be  made,  if  such  survey  cannot  expe- 
ditiously enough  be  executed. 

That  this  money  shall  be  paid  them  by 
the  receiver  in  two  payments;  the  first 
whenever  the  deared  lands  shall  be  sold, 
the  lecood  at  the  expiration  of  five  years 
from  the  date  hereof;  or  sooner  if  he  shall 
teoeive  the  certificate  from  the  purchaser, 
that  the  Caribbs  are  actually  and  vduata- 
lily  removed. 

That  these  deared  lands  shall  be  put  up 
at  auction,  at  a  price  not  less  than  loL 
tterb'ng  per  acre,  and  that  the  money  to 
be  paid  by  the  purchaser  for  these  deared 
bods,  accordiiu;  to  the  price  they  may 
^ppen  to  sell  mr  at  auctioni  shall  be  paid 
^tk  leoeiTeri  one^half  dowst  the  cjlher 


half  at  the  tepiration  of  five  years,  or 
when  he  shatt  receive  a  certificate  that  th» 
Caribbs  are  actually  removed.  But  the 
woodlands  are  to  be  paid  for  according  to 
the  usual  instafanents. 

That  the  woodlands  to  be  allotted  to  the 
Caribbs  shdl  pay  no  quit-rent,  and  that 
they  shall  not  be  alienable  to  any  white 
person,  but  possessed  by  themselves  and 
successors  in  the  manner  they  Shall  think 
fit  to  agree,  provided  always  that  they 
continue  to  demean  themsdves  peaceably 
and  like  good  subjects. 

And  lastly,  that  the  commissioners  shall 
^ive  a  certificate  to  the  Caribbs,  of  the 
situaticm  and  quantity  of  knd  dlotted 
them,  which  may  be  by  survey,  or,  to 
save  time  and  expence,  by  fiiir  computa^ 
tion:  and  that  these  lands  so  allotted 
them  shall  be  held  by  the  Caribbs  in  fami- 
lies, or  such  manner  as  shall  appear  mos^ 
to  Uieir  satisfiu^tion,  and  accordmg  to  thdr 
customs. 

That  a  list  of  these  Caribbs,  and  their 
families,  and  of  the  lands  they  hold  by 
certificate,  shall  be  transmitted  by  the 
commissiosiers  to  the. governor  in  chief 
and  lieutenant  j^ovemor  of  St.  Vincent, 
who  shdl  receive  their  declarations  of 
fiddit]^  to  the  King,  as  they  happen  to 
come  in,  and  affix  the  great  seal,  if  tfiought 
necessary,  to  the  commissioners'  certificate 
of  the  lands  they  hold;  but  that  no  fise 
whatsoever  shall  be  taken  by  the  commis« 
sioners,  or  governor,  or  any  person,  firom 
the  Caribbs  for  any  thing  they  do  in  con« 
se<^uence  of  these  instructions.  Having 
dehvered  my  sentiments  on  this  occasion 
in  obedience  to  vour  lordships*  commands, 
I  coodude,  and  have  the  honour  to  be, 
&c*    (Signed)     William  Young, 

Commissioner  and  Reoeiver* 
London,  April  11, 1767. 

Instructions  from  the  Lords  of  the 
Treasury  to  the  Commissioners  for 
the  Sde  of  Lands  in  the  ceded 
Islands. 

Whereas  his  Majesty  was  pleased,  by 
his  instructions  Bearing  date  the  24th  of 
March  1764*,  to  direct  you  to  take  care  ' 
that  no  survey  of  that  part  of  the  island  of 
St.  Vincent,  which  is  inhabited  or  claimed 
by  Caribbs,  should  be  begun  before  you 
should  have  received  fresh  instructions  fi>r 
the  purpose :  and  his  Majesty  was  pleased 
at  the  same  time  to  command  you,  to  ap« 
ply  to  the  lord  high  treasuter,  or  comous^ 
noners  (tf  the  Treasury,  for  the  time  beings 
for  fuftber  instroctions^  orderly  and  diirn* 
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lioaa^  as  -you  shouldi  from  tine-Co  time*' 
■Oft  OROBe  and  ocoatioii  for  so  doing:  and 
whertas  a  Memorial  has  been  laid  before 
lai^  by  William  Yoimg,  esqi  eommisBraner 
and  receiver,  representing  on  your  part  as 
weUas  his  own»  that  in  the  course  of  the 
executiQn  of  your  commission  in  the  island 
of  8u  .Vincent,  you  had  procured  and  ob- 
tuned  more  perfect  information  and  knoir«> 
ledge  of  the  situation  and  settlements  of 
the  Caribbs,  and  i>f  the  extent,  soil,  pre* 
aent  condition,  and  improvable  value  of 
the  quarter  of  the  islands  which  they  oc- 
cupy and  inhabit,  and  of  their  numbers, 
disposition,  habits,  and  manner  of  living, 
tlMm  could  be  had  at  the  time  when  his 
Hajestyfs  instructions  were  given  to  you, 
for  the  regulation  of  your  conduct  in  this 
aespect ;  imd  the  Memorial  states,  that  it 
appears  to  you  from  the  discoveries  yon 
have  made,  and  the  accounts  you  have 
received,  that  the  number  of  the  savages, 
who  pass  under  the  general  denomination 
of  Caribhs^  do  not  exceed  3,000  persons, 
indoding  women  and  children.  That  the 
Batives  and  original  inhabitants  of  the 
ttlaad  constitute  but  an  bconsiden^le 
part  of  this  computation,  baring  been 
much  reduced  and  almost  extirpated  by  a 
face  of  free  negroes,  from  whom,  though 
they  live  intermixed,  the  native  Caribbs 
are  easily  distinguishable,  both  as  beinffof 
a  di&rent  countenance  and  complexion, 
and  .of  a  nature  and  character  much  less 
fierce  and  intractable.  That  these  two 
tribes  of  savages  inhabit  the  eastern  or 
windward  part  of  the  island,  living  in  huts, 
irregularly  scattered  and  dispersed  in  the 
woods,  and  for  the  most  part  without  law, 
discipline,  or  subordination.  That  except 
some  spots  and  patches  of  cleared  lands, 
on  which  they  raise  a  small  quantity  of 
provisions,  (which  added  to  the  fish  they 
take4ire  necessary  for  their  subsistence), 
the  whole  tract  through .  which  they  are 
thus  dispersed  lies  covered  with  wood,  un- 
cultivated and  unoccupied,  without  benefit 
to  the  colonv,,  or  use  to  the  nominal 
owners,  though  it  is  represented  to  be,  in 
richness  of  soil,  supply  of  rivers,  and  fit- 
Bess  for  the  growth  and  manufactory  of 
sugar,  more  valuable  than  any  of  the  lands 
alreadv  sold  by  virtue  of  your  commission. 
And  the  Memorial  further  tepresenU,  that 
It  is  your  earnest  desire  and  recommenda- 
tion, that  you  may  receive  from  us  Instruc- 
tions and  power  to  survey,  allot  and  dis- 
pose of,  the  said  lands  in  the  windward 
pait.xif^he  island,  pursuant  to  thelenor 
•f  your  Ibnner  instrucUeos;  and  in  case 
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the  aeoBisity  of  the  serrioe  shd  nqnkt 
it,  to  remc^e  the  Caribbs  to  sons  ether 
quarter  of  the  island,  which  mty  ht  iiMmd 
as  comfortable  for  their  habitation,  sndl  ai 
convenient  for  their  support,  as  that  which 
they  now  possess.  Ana  it  is  mgyntcd  m 
the  said  Memorial,  that  under  the  precss* 
tions  therein  proposed^  wtAout  respect  to 
the  .notice  to  be  given,  the  terms  to  be  of- 
fered, and  the  time  to  be  allowed  them,  it 
is  your  opinion  that  thia  removal  msj  be 
brought  about  withoat  endangering  the 
peace  of  the  island,  and  without  the  neoei* 
sitv  of  using  any  act  of  force  or  violence. 
Now  we,  baring  fully  and  msturdj 
considered  the  said  representation,  and 
the  propositions  which  it  contains,  think 
fit  to  aporove  of  the  plan  for  sarveym^ind 
selling  the  hmds,  on  die  windward  m  of 
the  ishmd  of  St.  Vincent,  now  possened 
and  mhabited  by  the  Caribbs,  and  we 
direct  you  to  observe  the  Iblloiring  ne- 
cial  instructions  in  the  execution  of  ttni 
very  important  sendee. 

1.  You  shall  forthwith  mrrejf  and  ik» 
pose  of,  in  a  manner  confomudile  to  joor 
former  instructions,  all  the  cultiisble 
lands,  situated  between  the  river  Kebecfai, 
windward,  to  Grand  Sable,  and  so  round 
to  Chateau  Bellair,  and  cause  the  seven! 
allotments  to  be  laid  out  and  disposed  of, 
in  the  most  expeditious  and  least  expen- 
sive method  tluit  can  be  contrived,  con« 
sistentlv  with  the  rules  and  q»irit  of  your 
general  instructions. 

2.  You  shall  take  no  step  towards  ^ 
removal  of  the  Caribbs,  befiwe  notice  of 
the  whole  arrangement  mid  design  shsU 
have  been  given  to  the  principal  penoos 
amongst  them,  in  such  manner,  sod  by 
such  mediation,  as  you  shall  judge  mgrit 
proper,  and  until  th^  may  be  msde  to 
comprehend  and  understand  the  tenni 
and  conditions  under  wliich  it  is  pro- 
posed ;  and  after  these  precsutions,  when 
you  shall  come  to  the  execution  of  the 
arrangement,  let  especial  care  be  tsken 
that  ^ry  motion  be  conducted  with  tbe 
gentlest  hand,  and  in  the  mildest  manner. 

8.  in  fixmg  on  the  quarter  of  the  isfauid 
destined  for  their  new  settlement,  let  eveiy 

Iiroper  indulgence  be  shewn  to  them,  io^ 
et  the  hinds  allotted  to  them  in  exchsnge 
be  convenient  for  their  habitation,  soi- 
cient  for  their  support,  and  in  paint  d 
situation  adapted  to  their  manner  of  Irnog* 
4.  You  shall  give  certificatei  to  Ka» 
of  the  principal  persons  amongst  ^t^^'^ 
the  situation  ana  quantity  of  land  allotted 
toihemy  which  may  be  made  byw^' 
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or,  ta  88ie  efcpeactf  and  timei  bj  faw  cmmb^ 
putation. 

5.  het  the  abBo)iii6  propertji  of  the 
laods  00  allotled  be  eatured  to  them  amd 
their  cfaSdren^  In  rach  maoner  as  shall  be 
foond  roost  to  then'  sattsfaction,  and  most 
agreeable  to  their  castoms. 

6.  Uoti)  thej  shall  have  gathered  in  all 
the  provisioiis  sovn  on  the  cleared  lands 
ihej  now  occtwy,  and  shall  have  deared 
ind  planted  oUier  lands  in  the  country 
allotted  to  ihem*  and  built  convenient  huts 
for  their  rac^tion,  jou  ^11  permit  them 
to  remain  without  molestation  in  their 
preaent  situation ;  and  let  five  years  frmn 
the  date  hereof  be  allowed  them  for  these 
porposea,  unless  they  shall  voluntarily, 
of  their  free  will,  remove  themselves  and 
their  fiunilies  sooner. 

7.  Under  such  terms  and  conditions 
(in  the  performance  of  all  which,  we  order 
and  eDJoin  you  to  observe  the  strictest 
good  &ith  with  the  Caribbs)  lee  the 
deared  lands,  which  they  now  occupy,  be 
onnpiiaed  in,  and  sold  with  the.pUntation 
and  allotment  of  woodland  whidi  sor- 
toimda^or  lies  contiguous  to  them,  as  may 
happen  to  be  most  convenient ;  and  on 
the  final  and  complete  removal  of  the  Ca» 
nbba,  let  such  cleared  Umds  become  the 
abaolttte  property  of  the  respective  pur* 
dnaeraof  such  surrounding  or  contiguous 
aUotaeiits. 

8.  You  shidi  put  up  such  deared  lands, 
at  a  price  not  less  than  ten  pounds  sterling 
peracre;  and  let  it  be  declared  as  one  of 
th^  conditions  of  sale,  that  the  purchase 
money  of  such  cleared  lands  shall  be  paid 
to  the  receiver  in  two  payments,  one  half 
thereof  at  the  time  of  such  sale,  and  the 
oth^r  half  at  the  expiration  of  five  years, 
or  when  a  certificate  shall  be  received  that 
the  Caribbs  are  actually  removed.   : 

,  The  woodlands  shall  be  put  op  to  auc- 
tioB,  and  sold  and  paid  for  in  the  manner, 
^  by  the  instalments,  directed  in  your 
^nner  instructions. 

9.  hi  consideraaion  of  their  consent  and 
lobmisaimtoithe  removal,  you  shall  pay, 
orcsuaetobe  paid  to  the  several  Caribbs, 
^■^nen  of  sodi  kndi^  or  to  the  persons 
wing  authority  to  receive  the  same,  for 
«e  cleared  lands  so  comprised  and  sold, 
^e  clear  sum  of  four  Johannes,  or  la/.  4«. 
canrency,  for  each  acre,  'aecordiog  to  the 
JJ^l  susvey,  or  the  fairest  computation 
^canf  be  made,  and  at  that  rate  and 
ppoitioiifbranyqaaatity  of  deared  land 
« than  one  acre. 

la  TUi  money  diaH  be  paid  to  the  Ca- 


ribbs by  the  -receiver  in  two 
ments;  the  first  whenever  tl 
lands  shfdl  be  sold ;  the  second 
piratipn  of  five  years  from  the 
of,  or  sooner,  ifu  certificate  s 
ceived  from  the  planter,  that  tl 
are  voluntarily  and  actually  ren 
12.  If  at  the  end  of  the  tin 
them  for  their  removal,  the  Cfi 
not  have  prepared  huts  in  the  i 
fore  mentioned,  you  shall  apply 
puty  governor,  or  commander 
the  said  island,  that  he  may  | 
for  er^ting  the  same  by  the  ph 
shall  have  piirdiased  the  dea 
wbadi  the  Caribbs  now  occu] 
any  other  proper  persons,  dedi 
reasonaiUe  expenoe  on  that  ac 
of  the  last  payment  to  be  mi 
Caribbs,  for  whoBe«use  the  said 
be  erected. 

12.  No  ottit«rent  diall  be  r 
the  hmdcTallotted  to  the  Caribi 
the  absolute  right  and  property 
assured  to  them  and  tneir  desc 
such  manner  as  they  shall  desire 
to  their  usages  and  customs ;  ai 
declared  to  them,  that  they 
.  children  are  to  hold  and  enjoy 
limited  by  no  restriction,  exec 
not  being  allowed  to  alienate  i 
them  to  any  ^ite  person,  and 
no  other  condition,  except  tha 
ing  tiiemselves  quietly  and  pea< 
good  amd  faithful  subjects  to  his 

13.  If  in  the  course  of  the  ar 
it  shdl  appear  to  you,  that  the 
the  native  Caribbs  desire  for  th< 
to  be  separated  and  settled  apa 
free  negroes;  and  if  you  ihi 
discretion  judge,  that  such  sepi 
be  made  and  maintained  withe 
to  the  peace,  or  inconvenieo 
property  of  the  colony,  you  sfa 
with  such  their  desire. 

14.  You  shall  transmit  accov 
numbers  of  the  Caribbs  and  the 
and  of  the  lands  which  they  n 
hold,  by  certificate  to  the  gove 
nil,  and  to  the  commander  in  c 
island  of  St.  Vincent,  for  the  ti 
in  order  that  their  declarations 
to  the  King  may  be  received,  at 
from  time  to  time  come  in  for 
pose ;  and  that  the  seal  of  the  i 
DO  affixed  to  such  certificates,  il 
thought  necessary. 

15.  No  fee  whatsoever  shall 
by  you,  or  by  any  person  en 
t^  leryico,  srom  the  Caribh 
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thing  which  afaall  be  done  iii  odtuequence- 
pf  these  iastractions. 

We  declare  that  these  instructions,  .and 
«very  part  of  them,  shall  cfxtend  to  all  free 
negroes,  and  free  mulattoes,  inhabitants  of 
ihe  said  i^nd  of  St.  Vincent,  and  that 
they  shall  be  entitled  to  the  same  advan- 
tages and  indulgenciies  in  every  respect  as 
are  hereby  intended  to  be  granted  and 
aecured  to  the  Caribbs. 

Letter  from  the  Earl  of  Shelbume  to 
Governor  Melville,  dated  Whitehall, 
18th  January,  1768. 

Sir;  the  lords  commissioners  of  his 
Majesty's  Treasiu^  having  given  instruc- 
tions to  the  oommissioDers  for  the  sale  of 
lands  in  the  ceded  islands,  for  the  sale  of 
that  part  of  St.  Vincent's  whidi  is  inha- 
Utedby  the  Caribbs,  situate  between  the 
river  Rebechi,  windward  to  Grand  Sable, 
and  so  round  to  Chateau  Bellair;  1  am  to 
ligniiy  to  you  his  Majesty's  commands, 
that  you  give  every  support  and  assistance 
in  your  power  to  the  said  commissioners 
in  the  execution  of  their  instructions.  I 
am,  &c  Shblburne. 

Letter  from  Lieutenant  Governor 
Fltzmaurice  to  the  Earl  of  Hillsbo- 
rough, dated  Grenada,  May  11, 1769. 

.  My  lord ;  I  take  the  earliest  opportu- 
mty  of  conmiunicating  to  your  lordships 
the  accounts  I  have  received  of  the  dis- 
turbances occasioned  by  the  Indians  which 
have  lately  happened  in  the  island  of  St 
Vincent,  as  contained  in  two  letters  from 
Uience,  of  which  1  have  the  honour  to 
transmit  copies  to  your  lordship. 

1  have  immediately  sent  ezprese  to  St. 
Vincent,  to  acquaint  the  president  com- 
manding in  that  colony,  that  I  am  ready  to 
•end  from  the  other  islands  of  this  go- 
vernment, whatever  reinforcements  of  men 
or  supply  of  ammunition  which  can  be  af- 
forded, and  may  be  thought  necessanr  for 
the  safety  and  tranquillity  of  the  inhabi- 
tants. 

I  have  also  written  to  the  board  of  com- 
missioners for  the  disposal  of  lands,  which 
happens  now  to  be  hdd  here,  that  they 
may  depend  on  every  assistance  they  can 
desire  which  is  in  my  power  to  giro. 

And  as  my  presence  in  St.  Vincent  may 
contribute  in  some  degree  to  dissipate  the 
alarma  which  seem  to  be  spread  through- 
out that  colony ;  and  may  the  better  enar 
ble  me  to  give  such  directions  as  circum- 
atances  may  require,  I  propose  sailing  from 
^gi^  115  iQQD  aa  seme  jitfbtfcury  bufioas^ 
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here  n^  permit,  which  will  be  in  s  far 
days. 

I  think  it  my  duty  to  acaoafait  your 
lordships,  that  1  have  been  Uiis  dsj  sb* 
sured,  upon  authority  to  which  I  may  ven- 
ture to  give  some  credit,  that  those  Indiaoi 
or  Caribbs  declared  their  intentioDs  not 
long  since  of  sending  a  deputstton  to  the 
French  gbvemor  of  Martinique,  to  whom 
they  were  formerly  taught,  bv  the  Frendi 
misponaries  sent  amongst  them,  to  paj 
the  most  implicit  obedience,  to  know  ha 
adrice  in  relation  to  Uie  measures  thef 
should  pursue  concerning  their  laodi  in 
St.  Vincent;  it  is  added^  that  the  Frendi 
governor  advised  them  to  submit  to  hk 
Majesty's  orders;  but  their  conduct  hai 
proved  that  either  they  thought  proper  to 
disregard  such  advice,  or  that  an  omonto 
one  was  given  to  them  privately.  I  have 
sent  for  the  person  to  whom  the  Csribbi 
mentioned  thu  application,  as  well  as  the 
subject  of  the  conference :  I  have  not  u 
yet  seen  him ;  but  if,  upon  a  strict  en* 
quiry,  I  find  that  such  a  deputation  vu 
sent,  and  was  received  by  the  governor  of 
Martinique,  I  may  be  induced  to  write  to 
him  upon  the  occasion.  A  good  llnde^ 
standing  has  hitherta  subsisted  between 
him  and  the  neighbmiring  British  go- 
vernors. His  answer,  and  matever  other 
events  may  occur  in  relation  to  these  peo* 
pie,  I  shall  take  the  earliest  opDortonitf 
of  communicating  to  your  lordshsp.  I 
have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

UlrYSSEB  FiTZMAURICK. 

Letter  from  William  Yonge,  esq.  fint 
Commissioner  for  the  Sale  of  Laodi, 
to  Harry  Alexander,  esq.  President 
of  the  Island  of  St.  Vincent,  dated  St 
Vincent,  May  1, 1769. 

Sir;  from  inteUigeoce  which  I  csnde* 
pend  upon,  communicated  to  me  bj  Mr. 
Simpson,  his  Majesty's  chief  sorrejor  of 
lands  in  the  ceded  idands,  it  appears  thit 
the  Caribbs  have  expmsed  great  uoetfi" 
nesB  and  disalisfiuslioD  at  the  endeavoon 
of  the  commissioners  to  carry  the  Kiogf^ 
instructions  for  the  survey  and  diipooil^ 
lands  m  the  island  into  eicecutioD,  so  »[ 
as  respecta  the  lands  inhabited  or  cUoed 
by  them:  and  they  hate  in  conseqaeDoe 
already  assembled  themselves  to  the  0U|b* 
her  of  upwards  of  200  well  armed  (^ 
are  herd>y  increasing),  with  a  fins  d^ 
tennination  to  prevent  by  force,  if  nectf* 
sary,  these  instructions  being  sfxa^^ 
plidied*  . 

.  I  iuweriaoeNea  Cauda  'WOae, »» 
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officer  comnumding  that  part  of  his  Ma* 
jesty^s  S2d  reffiment  stationed  in  this 
country,  aawdlas  several  other  officers 
snd  geotlemen  who  hare  been  witnesses 
to  the  appearance,  behaviour,  and  resolu- 
tion of  tins  armed  body  to  oppose  the  de- 
ticfament  of  soldiers  destined  to  support 
the  King's  sunrevors  in  the  execution  of 
(heir  duty;  and  1  am  fully  confirmed,  by 
their  united  information  and  opinion,  that 
the  instructions  from  the  lords  of  the 
Treasury  to  the  commissioners  for  the  sale 
end  disposal  of  lands  on  the  windward  side 
of  Sl  Vincent,  cannot  at  present  be 
executed  without  greatly  endangering  the 
Msurity  and  peace  of  the  country,  or 
^thoot  the  support  of  a  much  greater 
force  than  it  appears  possible  to  raise  in  it 
It  present,  for  tnat  purpose. 

By  examining  carefully  our  instructions 
t  find  these  wonis,  that  they  are  given  on 
s  suggestion  that  they  may  be  brought 
about  without  endangering  the  peace  of 
the  ishnd,  and  without  the  necessity  of 
osfng  any  act  of  force  or  violence.  And 
moreover  1  afterwards  observe  th^  foUow- 
hig  command,  viz.  You  shall  take  no  step 
towards  the  removal  of  the  Caribbs  be- 
fore notice  of  the  whole  arrangement  and 
^esieh  shall  have  been  given  to  the  prin- 
cipal persons  among  them,  in  such  man« 
per  and  by  such  mediation  as  you  shall 
jodge  most  proper,  and  until  they  be  made 
lo  comprehend  and  understand  the  terms 
Md  conditions  under  which  it  is  pro- 
posed ;  and  after  these  precautions,  when 
you  shall  come  to  the  execution  of  the  ar- 
itogement,  let  especial  care  be  taken  that 
every  motion  be  conducted  with  the  gen- 
^  hand,  and  in  the  mildest  manner. 

I  have  herewith  the  honour  to  enclose 
700  an  exact  copy  of  all  these  instruc- 
tions, which  we  have  ever  most  carefully 
complied  with ;  and  as  one  of  his  Majes- 
ty's conmussioners  fi>r  the  sale  and  dis- 
ponl  of  lands  in  the  ceded  islands,  I  now 
^k  it  my  duty  to  acquaint  you,  that  in 
obedience  to  these  instructions,  I  can  no 
longer  require  from  you  the  aid  or  assist- 
uice  of  bis  Majesty's  troops  to  support 
<be  surveyors  in  carrjring  tnem  into  exe- 
cution. 

I  would  not  li^htlj  desist  from  an 
imdertakiog  whidi  it  is  my  duty  to  see 
pofonned;  bat  as  it  is  apparent  from  the 
<piHt,  as  well  as  letter  of  our  instructions, 
that  nothing  is  to  be  effected  in  the  pre- 
^  case  by  a  violence  or  compulsion  that 
^jht  endanger  the  peace  and  security  of 
wis  ii^t  and  weak  colony^  I  am  clearly 
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of  dpimon  thatnothmg  on  the  port  of  the 
comarissioners  is  more  io  be  attempted 
here,  till,  the  Kind's  farther  pleasure  bf 
known. 

I  shall  therefore  immediately  forbid  the 
surveyors  to  proceed  any  loneer  in  trace* 
ing  the  road  through  the  Inaum  country, 
or  m  their  surveys;  and  shall  take  the 
earliest  opportunity  of  going  out  in  person 
to  meet  the  Caribbis,  and  acquaint  them  of 
my  resolution  as  a  commissioner  acting  ia 
conformity  to  his  Majesty's  cbmrnaMSt 
I  thought  it  necessary  to  communicate  my 
sentiments  to  you  on  this  important  and 
critical  situation,  and  have  the  honour  te 
be,  &C.  William  Young* 

LxTTER  from  Harry  Alexander,  esq. 
President  of  St.  Vincent,  to  Lieute- 
nant Governor  Fitzmaurice,  dated  St. 
Vincent,  May  8, 1769. 

Sir ;  I  had  the  honour  of  writing  to  yon 
last  bv  captain  Halliburton,  and  I  now 
take  the  earliest  opportunity  to  acquaint 
you  of  the  very  critical  situation  this 
island  has  since  been  in»  from  the  turbu« 
lent'spu-it  of  the  Caribbs,  arising  from 
their  jealousy  and  dissatisfiustion  in  die 
measures  of  government,  concerning  the 
intention  of  selling  and  disposing  of  those 
lands  in  thdr  occupation,  and  the  tracing 
roads  into  their  country.  I  was  first  warn- 
ed of  their  being  in  this  disposition  by  a 
letter  from  Mr.  Simpson,  nis  Majesty's 
chief  surveyor,  on  Wednesday  last,  and 
that' the  surveyors  had  been  by  the  Ca- 
ribbs insulted,  and  obstructed  in  proceed- 
ings with  the  trace  of  the  road;  request- 
ing, that  the  guard  then  posted  at  some 
distance  from  where  the  surveyors  were  ilt 
work  should  advance  to  support  them,  and 
that  a  house  should  by  Friday  or  Saturday 
be  ready  at  the  end  of  the  road  for  the  re- 
ception of  the  guard.  I  accordingly  gave 
orders  to  the  commanding  officer,  that  the 
guards  should  advance  'to  that  new  post ; 
which  was  done  on  Saturday  morning,  but 
with  such  opposition  from  the  Caribbs, 
that  nothing  {but  the  temper  and  pfudence 
of  the  officer  could  have  preserved  tbem 
from  an  inunediate  action ;  which  proba- 
bly in  such  a  country,  and  under  such  cir- 
cumstances, might  have  proved  fatal  to  so 
small  a  handful  of  troops,  being  only  40  ia 
number,  to  encounter  in  a  wocSy  country, 
under  eveiy  disadvantage,  a  b^lv  of  In- 
dians upwards  of  200,  well  armed,  firmly 
resolved,  they  said,  to  keep  their  freedom, 
and  preserve  their  Jands.  The  officer, 
however,  thought  it  his.  duty  to  l^eep  tha 
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post,  and  wait  farther  ocdcrs.  Tht  dHy 
following  I  received  advice  from  captain 
Wilkie,  the  commanding  officer  of  that  part 
of  his  Majesty's  regiment  Quartered  here, 
that  the  Caribbs  bad  cut  oft  the  communi- 
cation between  him<and  the  troops  he  had 
with  him  posted  at  Fort  TyrreU^  and  tbe 
advanced  guard  in  the  Caribbs  country  on 
t^e  road ;  apd  that' their  situation  must  be 
very  critical  indeed,  as  by.  that -means  the 
guard  was  cut  oft'  from  every  supply  of 
water  and  provisions,  and  sixteen  miles 
advanced  in  the  heart  of  the  Caribb  coan« 

S,  surrounded  by  a  numerous  body  o( 
i  savages,  who  had  impudently  com* 
meoced  hostilities  by  oblii>ing  the  survey- 
ors to  make  their  escape  mvthe  best  n^fin- 
nerthey  could  by  flight,  leavine  their  bag- 
gage and  every  thing  behind  them  :  upon 
'  which  the  Caribbs  set  fire  to  their  houses 
and  burnt  them  to  the  ground.  Upon 
this  advice,  all  the  troops  that  could  be 
nttstered  from  Kingstown  immediately 
inarched  as  far  as  Tyrrell's  fort ;  and  from 
tiience,  by  the  dawn  of  yesterday,  I 
marched,  with  100  men,  to  relieve  the 
guard  on  the  road,  joined  by  as  many  of 
tlie  principal  gentlemen  ef  the  country  as 
in  so  short  a  space  of  time  Qould  be  col- 
lected together,  with  their  white  servants, 
and  a  proportion  of  their  trustiest  slaves. 
Bv  eight  o'clock  we  got  within  a  mile  and 
a  half  of  the  advanced  party  of  the  Caribbs, 
io  number,  as  I  was  informed,  upward  of 
SOD,  which  shortly  increased  to  about  100 
more.  The  troops,  then  fatigued  with  a 
long  march,  I  ordered  to  halt,  that  they 
might  rest,  and  1  gain  Intelligence,  and  to 
take  the  advice  of  the  gentlemen  of  his 
Majesty's  council,  the  commanding  officer 
of  the  troops,  governor  Young,  and  the 
p^ncipal  gentlemen  of  property  in  the 
oouotrv,  then  present,  as  to  the  measure 
I  should  direct  to  be  pursued,-  as  well  as  to 
take  the  opportunity  of  reading  a  letter 
from  governor  Young,  written  by  him  as 
a  commissioner,  and  bv  himself  put  into 
my  bands  on  the  march,  which  till  then  I 
had  not  leisure  to  peruse;  a  copy  of 
which  I  do  myself  the  nonour  to  inclose  to 
you ;  and  from  which  you  will  see,  not- 
withstanding how  sensible  I  was  his  Ma- 
jesty's government  had  by  those  wretches 
been  violently  insulted,  yet  from  his  Ma- 
jesty's boundUess  humanity  and  tender  dis- 
position rtfpecting  those  people,  1  found 
myaelf  restrained  from  any  act  of  violence 
such  as  I  could  justify,  without  risk  of  in- 
curring his  Majesty's  displeasure,  unless 
dmveq  ta  it  firam  Becasiity.    From  mature 
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ddibehltido  upon  these  uatters,  mM 
br  the  .advice  of  the  council  >aDd  gorenor 
Young,  whose  jud^ent  in  senice  I  fasvi 
a  pleasure  in  <ownin^  I  par  great  d^ 
ference  to,  I  was  advised  ana  £i  to  coo* 
ceive,  the  most  essential  service  I  could  da 
to  this  colony  in  its  present  situation,  and 
most  consistently  with  his  Majesty's  ro]fil 
instructions,  by  and  with  the  advice  of  his 
privy  council,  to  his  commissioners,  voidd 
be  carefully  to  avoid  coming  to  bostilitiet 
with  Uiese  creatures,  unless  under  the  ne- 
cessity of  it  to  regain  the  advanced  guard 
thea  surrounded  by  them;  and  the  better 
to  e£Bsct  that  purpose,  to  acquaint  the  C^ 
ribhs  by  messaee,  that  I  was  not  come  to 
make  war  with  them ;  that  his  Majesty 
had  not  yet  sufficiently  instructed  his  go- 
vernors  respecting  that;  therefbrelonly 
came  to  demand  a  safe  return  to  the  ad- 
vanced  guard ;  and  that  as  the  carryiDg  t 
road  into  their  country  had  given  so  mach 
uneasiness,  governor  Young,  as  hisMfr* 
jestjf 's  chief  commissioner,  would  give  di- 
rections,  that  the  surveyors  shall  delist 
from  proceeding  any  farther,  till  hb  Ma- 
jesty shdl  be  pleased  to  direct  hisgoveraor 
what  shall  be  his  farther  intentions  in-re* 
gard  to  them ;  and  if  they  behaved  tbos- 
selves  peaceably  and  quietly,  everjr  thing 
should  remain  as  it  was  before,  till  hu 
Majesty's  farther  instructions  shall  arrjvei 
and  of  which  they  shall  have  a  nodce. 
This  they  veadily  agreed  to,  and  pronused 
to  return  peaceab^  to  their  homes:  the 
ruard  returned  unmolested,  and  1  with> 
drew  the  troops  to  their  quarters  withpot 
the  dischar^  of  a  musket  on  either  side; 
and  for  a  time,  I  hope  it  will  be  short,  I 
quitted  that  fine  cream  part  of  this  islaod, 
with  a  regret  I  cannot  express  to  you. 
However,  as  I  write  this  letter  in  a  hurt^, 
merely  to  give  vour  honour  a  detail  of  this 
matter,  lest,  from  a  misrepresentatioof 
you  should  have  been  uneasy  about  the 
colony,  1  shall  not,  therefore,  touch  upon 
any  other  subject.  We  are  now,  I  think, 
in  as  much  peace  as  at  iiny  time  before; 
yet  we  ought  not  to  consider  ourselves  se- 
cure, but  to  provide  against  the  worst;  for 
on  this  late  occasion  we  were,  I  mean  ^ 
inhabitants,  men  with  good  hearts  and 
hands,  but  without  arms  to  employ  theo. 
Respecting  these  considerations,  and  a 
proper  representation  of  this  people,  and 
the  lands  they  occupy,  to  his  Majesty, » 
not  the  present  design  of  thn  letter;  that, 
Sir,  will  be  made  to  you  rery  shortly,  in  « 
more  full  and  regular  manner. 
The  happiness  I  have  had  in-govefBO^ 
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YoQDg^a  hiSng  on  the  ipot;  and  co-ope» 
rating  in  every  thing  with  me»  will  only  be 
equalled  in  the  enjoyment  I  shall  have  in 
your  a|iprobation  ^  the  measures  I  have 
taken,  if  I  am  lucky  enough  to  have  it. 
The  alacrity  of  the  officers  and  troops, 
imitated  in  every  instance  by  the  inhabi- 
tants, gave  roe  much  pleasure,  and  a  AiU 
confidence  they  were  ready  to  do  their 
duty;  and  much  wished  his  Majesty's 
mildness  had  been^less,  and  his  instructions 
to  his  commiMioners  less^  positive  respect- 
ing the  Caribbs,  whose  insolence  they 
were  impatient  to  chastise,  and  unhappy 
ia  the  disappointment,  nothing  but  oraer 
end  discipline  restraining  them.  I  have 
the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

HabRy  Alexandsr. 

The  Memorial  of  Richard  Maitland, 
Agent  for  the  Island  of  St.  Vincent, 
to  the  right  hon.  the  Earl  of  Hillsbo- 
rough, one  of  his  Majesty's  principal 
Secretariea  of  State,  &c.  &c. 

Humbly  ^eweth ;  that  before  the  island 
of  St.  Vincent  was  ceded  to  the  crown  of 
Great  Britain,  the  French  had  settled  and 
planted  p'>n  of  it  with  coffee  and  cocoa ; 


pat  the  far  greater  part  was-  posseoscu, 
though  little  cultivated,  by  the  Caribbs. 

Thst  the  lands,  formerly  occupied  and 
deserted  by  the  French,  have  been  chiefiy 
purchased  from  the  crown,  by  our  own 
patural-bom  subjects,  at  prices  far  exceed- 
ing the  most  sanguine  expectations; 
buildings  erected,  negroes,  cattle,  and 
^ery  implement  necessary  for  making 
sogar,  provided  at  great  expence.  Manv 
states  are  now  completely  settled,  which 
promise  success  beyond  any  former  ex- 
uople,  both  with  respect  to  the  fertility  of 
^  soil,  and  the  excellent  quality  of  the 


besides  the  sagar  estates,  there 
>re  many  plantations  of  coffee,  and  coco^ 
chiefly  possessed  by  the  French,  who  stiU 
remain  and  hold  their  lands  by  leases  from 
we  crown. 

That,  from  the  pleasing  prospect  of  suc- 

^  the  purchasers  thought  themselves 

'^y;  till  they  were  alarmed  with  the 

Jl^nt  of  between  two  and  three  hundred 

Wack  Caribba  having  stopped  the  sorvey- 

<^r>  employed  by  the  crown  in  laying  out 

^^^Og  a  road  round  the  island. 

.That  from  what  passed  between  some  of 

^  ^^^^  Caribba  and  the  aarveyors,  as 

^^,as  the  account  given   by  captain 

Stride  Wilkie,  of  the  SSrd  reghned^  to 

we  honourable   Harry   Alexander,  the 


president,  !t  appears,  the  Caribba  weie  de^ 
termined  not  to  suffer  the  surveyors  to 
proceed  fartheft*  on  their  business;  nor 
would  they  let  the  party  of  soldiers  who 
cuarded  them  go  to  their  new  barracks  at 
Mercerika,  but  pulled  down  the  house 
which  was  lately  built,  after  having  m  vain 
attempted  to  bum 'it,  the  thatch  being 
green.  In  short,  that  they  denied  any 
aubjection  to  his  Majesty,  and  were  de>« 
termined  to  preserve  their  independence. 

That  as  soon  as  sir  William  Voung,  the 
first  commissioner  for  the  sale  of  utnds^ 
was  informed  by  the  officers  of  the  regi- 
ment and  surveyors,  as  well  aa  by  several 
other  gentlemen  who  had  been  witness  ta 
the  appearance,  behaviour,  and  resolution 
of  this  armed  body,  to  oppose  the  detach- 
ment appointed  to  support  the  surveyors^ 
he  acquainted  the  president,  that  the  com* 
missloners  could  not  at  present  proceed  to 
execute  their  instructions  for  the  disposal 
of  the  lands,  without  endangering  the 
peace  and  safety  of  the  colony. 

And  as  their  instructions  ordered  thena 
not  to  u«e  any  coercive  means,  he  had 
forbid  the  surveyors  to  proceed  fiirther^ 
but  that  he  would  go  in  among  the  Caribba 
and  inform  them. of  his  resolution  to  obey 
his  Majesty's  commands,  which  were,  te 
observe  the  most  humane  conduct  towarda 
them. 

That  the  president,  in  eonseqtience  of 
this  representation  from  sir  W.  Young, 
orderea  the  troops  to  be  withdrawn  frona 
the  advanced  guard,  and  called  the  council 
and  assembly,  to  communicate  to  them  the 
steps  which  had  been  takto ;  and  to  con- 
sult what  was  proper  to  be  done  in  po  cri* 
tical  a  situation,  when  their  lives  and  for« 
tunes  might  all  be  in  danger,  if  these  infa- 
tuated savages  should  be  underhand  aided 
and  influenced  by  our  secret  enemies  and 
rivals  at  Martinico.  The  council  and  a»» 
sembly,  sensible  of  their  danger,  resolved 
to  address  his  Majesty  for  such  immediate 
aid  as  he  in  his  great  goodness  shall  think 
necessary  for  their  present  circumstances. 
They  also  resolved  to  put  themselves  in 
the  best  posture  of  defence  ia  their  power, 
to  guard  against  their  dangerous  situatioa 
from  an  armed  force  in  actual  rebellion  in 
the  heart  of  their  country,  and  wait  with 
anxiety  till  his  Majesty's  pleasure  waa 
known.  Sir  William  more  than  6noe,  afteff 
wards,  went  out  to  meet  their  chiefa;  but 
they  would  not  give  him  an  opportunity 
of  speaking  with  them. 

Your  lordship  knows  the  Caribbs  are 
two  distinct  booies,  via«  the  aboriginaa  or 
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i^^CArifabiy  an  inoi^^ve  quiet  peo- 
ple, fio  wdj'B  concerned  iti  the  pfe«ent  re^ 
Vellidn;  the  others  (the  btack  Cftribbs) 
Hre  the  .^cendaots  of  a  cargo  of  Guinea 
Iftaire^y  Stranded  there  many  jears  ago ; 
%ho  after  they  had  beert  humanely  i^- 
tti^^  by  the  ancient  inhabitants,  soon 
repaid  their  hospiulity  wkh  ingratitude, 
and  hare  nonr  almost  extirpated  them. 
The  runai^ays  from  Barbadoes,  Martinico, 
atid  Guadalupe,  have  fVom  time  to  time 
Increased  their  numbers,  and  enabled 
them  to  gain  the  superiority  of  the  yellow 
Carlbbs ;  and  now  they  entice  the  slaves 
of  our  own  planters  in  the  island,  offering 
protection  and  liberty  to  all  who  will  join 
f  hem.  And  what  adds  to  the  danger  from 
these  satages,  it  their  being  supplied  with 
new  fire^ahns  fh>m  the  Irench  islands, 
with  which  they  keep  up  a  close  corres- 
pondence. From  this  your  lordship  must 
think  them  bad  neighbours,  feven  m  time 
^ peace;  and  that  in  time  of  war,  con- 
nected as  ^hey  are,  every  thing  is  to  be 
lAreaded  from  them. 

Vour  memorialist  humbly  begs  your 
lordjship  to  take  these  matters  into  consi- 
denation,  and  to  ititercede  with  his  Ma 
lesty,  that  he  ma^  be  graciously  pleased 
to  order  some  additional  troops  to  be  sent 
Immediately  to  the  protection  of  this  valu- 
,able  infant  colony,  and  to  give  such  di- 
ireetibns  about  the  disposal  of  the  i>}ack 
Car9>bs,  ste  he  shall  in  his  wisdom  think 
teost  prudent,  and  your  memorialist  shaN 
"  ^tier  p^y»  «^» 

Address  of  the  CouncH  and  Assembly 
iof  St.  Vioceat  tp  the  King. 

To  lifs  most  excellent  Mejesty ; 
Wfe  your  Majesty's  tnost  dutiful,  loyal, 
and  faithltil  sttbiects,  the  council  and  as- 
sembly of  the  island  tof  St.  Vincent,  in- 
^ohMy  attached  by  every  tie  of  duty  and 
'grsrtittide  to  your  Ms^^y's  person  and 
yvemment,  beg  leave  to  return  your  Ma- 
sty  our  tihMt  sincere  a»d  humble  dianks 
r  tSie  suppoit  and  protection  that  we 
%avfe  hilhetto  m^yed ;  aasd  w«  most  bum- 
hfy  bog  piermission  to  approach  tfie  throne, 
ttnd  lay  iieibre  your  Majesty  the  danger- 
'iems  and  distressed  situation  elf  this  colony. 
Your  Majesty's  natural-bom  -sut^ects 
^rcliased  lands  at  verf  high  prices,  with 
Hn  intention  of  cultivating  them,  and  had 
^et  witii  SQCoess  beyond  the  most  sanguine 
)ntpectations,wi!!i4he  greatest  prd>ab!tHy 
of  rendering  this  one  of  the  most  ^ourish- 
Itig  of  your  Majesty's  sugar  islands,  till 
lluexpect^ediy  their  properties  are  rendered 


tetf  yreeariotf  8,  and  tfieir  Hvas  endaager- 
imI,  vf  a  rebeitton  of  tfa«  negroes,  coa« 
motdy  called  black  Cartbbs;  priadpiJly 
the  descendants  of  ruaaway  neffross  from 
j^avbadoes,  and  the  other  ne^hbgutiDg 
islands;  who,  being  jomed  by  runaway 
slaves  from  the  present  inhabitants,  ia 
^reat  numbers  have  assembled  themselvei 
\n  arms  in  the  windward  part  of  Uiisislsni 
without  the  least  provocation  from  the  in- 
habitants, and  have  destroyed  the  hi^b* 
ways,  and  prevented  all  communicsUoD 
betwixt  the  different  parts  of  this  islaod; 
daily  enticing  iheir  slaves  to  join  then, 
detaining  others  by  force  who  accidentallj 
fall  into  their  hands,  promising  them  tbdr 
liberty,  arms,  and  lands,  provided  thej 
would  join  and  assist  diem  in  totally  ex- 
tirpating the  white  inhabitants;  insulting 
your  Majesty's  subjects,  forcing  from  their 
habitations  the  original  yellow  or  red  Ca- 
ribbs,  a  harmless  and  well-affected  people, 
who  first  afforded  them  an  asylum ;  aod 
most  undutifully  and  ungratefully  denjiog 
they  t>ear  any  allegiaace  to  your  Majeity, 
and  in  disobedience  to  the  laws  csntei&p* 
Inously  carrying  off  tobacco,  prsvietoM) 
and  other  produce  to  the  Preodi  islsscb, 
and  importing  their  inanufhctures,  aran, 
ammunition,  and  spirituous  liquors;  wbidi 
not  only  make  their  residence  m  the  coun- 
try claimed  by  them  a  v^  great  detri* 
meat  to  the  settlement  of  die  colony,  bat 
likewise  prevent  the  cultivatioQ  at  that 
valuable  and  extensive  tract  of  land,  wbidi 
while  fa  their  bands  lies  almost  entirely 
ttticullivated. 

The  patemid  care  your  Majesty  coo* 
atantly  shews  your  aubjeds  in  every  Dtft 
tif  your  dominions,  however  distant  trm 
the  tlirone,  encourages  us  to  hope  lot 
your  protection  agaiMt  these  sava^y  ^J 
such  effectual  measures  being  taken  widi 
them,  as  nay  prevent  Okeir  being  danger- 
^us  in  time  of  peace,  or  en^loyed  m  time 
"Of  war  by  your  Majesty's  enemies  in  ha^ 
Mssing  from  wi^^in,  while  those  from  vitb* 
out  attack  this  defenceless  island  t  haviaf 
hot  very  few  regular  timps  veaiaining» 
•od  being  unpromed  with  mtB,  battsrieii 
artil)er]jr,  or  warlike  stores,  tbe  expen^ 
df  ^oming  which  weald  be  too  gve><  ^ 
«n  mftot  colony ;  but  which  we  most  l«iw 
biy  hope  to  be  supplied  with  from  the  ex- 
tensive protection  afforded  to  eueiy  F^ 
of  your  Majesty's  dommions  agaitiM  the 
ttsutts  of  your  enemies. 

It  remttns  for  us  most  ardjflitly'vo  f^ 
^at  your  Majesty,  rich  in  cyerjr  deiaee«c 
Mks»  mat/  long,  vdiy  long,  aed  happdj 


6Sf] 


£qi*fi(iM  tgtmitiie  Caribbt. 


A.  D.  177t. 


im 


i«i^  over  •  fete  aad|(nitefiilpe«pk;  and 
thai  there  may  ntver  be  waating  a  pdnee 
of  your  royal  House  to  sway  the  sceptre 
over  these  realms  to  the  latest  posterity. 

Letter  from  the  Earl  of  Hillsborough 
to  Lieutenant  Governor  Fitzmaurice, 
dated  Whitehall,  4th  August,  1769. 

Sir;  his  Majesty  has  given  the  fullest 
coDsideratioD  to  the  state  of  the  island  of 
St.  Vincent*  as  represented  in  ypur  letter,' 
No.  88,  and  in  the  address  of  the  council 
•d4  asseibbly  which  accompanies  it. 

The  Kin^^  trusts  that  the  prudent  mea- 
nires  you  have  taken  to  supjdy  tlie  inha- 
bitanta  with  arms  and  ammunition,  will  in 
some  degree  remove  their  apprehensions 
of  any  immediate  danger  from  the  Caribbs» 
sod  diwipate  the  alarm  they  seem  at  pre- 
KDt  to  be  under;  but  if  (hese  savages 
ibould  continue  in  a  state  of  hostility,  sind 
you  •hould  not  be  able,  with  the  force 
which  raey  be  collected  from  the  other 
isiaocU  within  your  government,  to  reduce 
them  to  a  proper  submission  to  his 
Majesty ;  in  that  case  it  is  his  Ma- 
jesty's pleasure,  that  you  do  make  a  re- 
quisition from  the  conueander  in  chief  of 
his  Majesty's  forces  in  North  America*  for 
•uch  an  addiiional  njunbei:  of  troops  as 
you  ahall  think  absolutely  necessary  for 
that  purpose;  which  requisition  geaerel 
Gage  will  receive  the  King's  command  to 
comply  with,  if  it  can  be  done  consistently 
with  his  Majesty's  service  on  the  conti- 
nent. But  I  have  it  particularly  in  com- 
mand from  his  Majesty,  to  signify  to  you 
his  nlessure*  that  if  you  shall  find  it  abso- 
lotely  necessary  to  make  aay  requisition 
of  troops  from  major  general  Gage,  you 
do  at  the  same  time  transmit  to  hina  a 
very  full  and  explicit  representation  of  the 
state  of  the  islaiM«  together  with  the  mast 
minute  explanation  of  your  reasons  for 
malcing  such  requisition,  and  the  c>roum- 
stanoes  which  induce  you  te  fix  upon  the 
aumher  of  men  you  shall  think  at  to  re- 
quire,  laaa^&c^         Hillsbobovmi. 

Letter  from  Lieutenant  Governor  Fitz- 
maurice  to  the  Earl  of  Hillsborough, 
dated  St.  Vincent,  June  10,  1769. 

My  lard;  immediately  after  I  had  the 
^SBoor  of  writing  mv  letter.  No.  SO,  fra« 
Grenada,  {  sailed  from  thence  ler  this 
idaiid.  U|wn  «vy  aivival  bene  I  found  the 
Cscihhs  were  aniiebenwre  that  iheM  was 
a  design,  Botealy<ir  depriving  thcaa  ef 
mirgreondst  bMt  also  ef  rediii:ing  IkMi 
m0  timefy,  AomMisiMtot  ^  vaqr 


Darticttlar  pains  that  had  beea  takaii  bf  hip 
Maiesty's  commissionerSy  to  axpbia  and 
make  known  to  them  the  King's  moat  grji- 
cious  and  humane  inteotk^ns  te  present 
them  in  their  freedom,  and  to  ailew  tlieQi 
good,  proper,  and  sufficient  lands  for  their 
support,  maintenance,  and  comfort. 

Those  among  them  who  live  upon  the 
borders  of  that  part  of  the  island  which  is 
claimed  and  solely  occupied,  though  Uttk9 
cultivated,  by  them,  being  oomewhat  move 
civilized  than  the  rest,  and  awed  perhapa 
also  by  the  neighbourhood  o£  white  pet- 
sons,  seemed  to  acquiesce  in  the  fa^i^ 
sures,  and  confide  in  the  promisaa  of  go- 
vernment. But  they  who  live  more  re- 
motely from  the  aettlementa,  panakiog 
of  that  suspicious  disposition  which  is  na- 
tural to  savages,  however  aoparei^y  sub- 
missive and  even  satisfied  when  preieol  gt 
any  confierenee,  cannot  eaaily  be  nscon- 
ciled  to  the  vicinity  of  white  people, 
whose  gradual  and  successful  intrusions 
upon  their  Caribb  neighbours  they  ane 
sagacious  enough  to  have  remarked. 

The  situation  of  the  windward  part  of 
this  island  makes  an  intercourae  in  opi^n 
caooes  between  tliem  and  the  Frenqh  in* 
habitants  of  St.  Lucia  both  i^ort  ami 
easy;  there  tliey  sell  tobaooo,  lodian  pro- 
visions, hammocks,  o^ier  baskets,  m  a«- 
ohaoge  for  guns,  cutlasses,  gunpowdoTf 
and  a  few  raanufaoturea.  They  are  ef  a 
dis[)osition  so  little  bent  to  industry,  and 
their  wants  are  so  easily  satisfied,  thai  tiia 
amount  of  this  trade,  which  it  wiB  not  he 
a  little  difficult  totally  to  prevent,  is  Yery 
inconsiderable,  nor  otherwise  iwipoiaaftt 
than  as  it  serves  to  preserve  the  inieenoe 
which  a  foreign  colony  maietaies  over 
these  his  Majesty's  sttbjecU,  which  jnigfat 
be  turned  to  a  very  fatal  purpose  to  tJie 
rest  of  the  inhsbitanU  of  thisisUpd,  and  m 
partly  the  cause  of  the  presewt  uoeasiiiess. 
Many  of  the  inhabitants  of  ^t.  Lucia  foe* 
merly  Jived  in  St.  Vineen^but  abandoned 
their  estates  here,  after  it  was  ceded  tt> 
his  Majesty;  they  consider  the  pvaseet 
possessors  as  usurpers  of  their  property, 
and  retain  an  irreoeecikble  hatred  to  tna 
English  naose.  These  people  ana  exceed- 
ingfy  diligekit  in  working  tne  weak  minda 
ef  Caribbs,  already  prcgudieedand  auspi- 
cious, into  a  distrust  of  the  Bnitish  go- 
▼er»aient;  they  have  pr.spafeaieda  report, 
as  tbaie  Caribbs  are  mostW  deooceded 
fiKMn  a  pasod  of  slaves  bound  in  an  Eng- 
lish aUai  from  Afiiea  to  Bavbadoes,  but 
arrOohed  cm  theeaalern  eoast  ef  Su  Vie- 
eattl,Hiafcttehmritfth»iaaoryfihaahjp 
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«nd  daires  hat  lately  applied  to  have  the 
Caribbs  aold  as  h)»  property,  and  for  hu 
lienefit*  The  Caribba  cannot  but  be 
ftlarmed  at  these  reports,  and  are  led  by 
their  apprehensions  to  attribute  every 
measure  of  government  to  a  fixed  design 
of  bringing  about  the  purpose  of  enslaving 
them*  The  road  which  was  lately  begun 
^rou^h  the  country  f^y  directions  of  the 
commissioners,  they  will  not  allow  to  be 
^ith  any  other  view.  They  have  a  lively 
•remembrance  still  of  the  attempt  which 
^ras  made  oaany  years  ago  by  the '  French 
-to  make  them  slaves-;  the  ill  success  of 
the  French  on  that  occasion  gives  them 
•confidence  that  future  attacks  upon  them 
will  be  attended  with  a  similar  event. 
They  have  been  since  accustomed  to  con- 
eider  themselves  as  perfectly  independent. 
The  French  inhabitants  in  St.  Vincent  de- 
rived their  titles  chiefly  from  purchases 
made  of  these  savages.  The  conscious- 
ness of  the  superiority  of  their  strength 
and  numbers  was  attended  with  the  fero- 
city with  which  such  a  sentiment  is  gene- 
'  rally  accompanied  irf  savage  breasts ;  and 
the  activity  and  hardiness  of  their  disposi- 
ifon,  whidi  they  derived  from  their 
African  ancestors,  were  not  as  yet  lost 
bj  their  intennixture  with  the  red  or  ori- 
pnai  Caribbs  in  these  climates.  It  was 
^formerly  their  practice  to  burn  the  plan- 
Cations  of  the  inhabitants  with  whom  they 
happened  to  b<l  offended ;  but  it  was  the 
French  policy  to  caress  «nd  bear  patiently 
every  outrage  from  them.  Many  of  the 
Caribbs  have  been  baptised  by  missionaries 
Irom  France ;  most  of  them  speak  cor- 
ru|>tly  the  language  of  that  country. 
Pains  were  taken,  in  the  late  war,  to 
Instil  into  their  minds  a  hatred  for  the 
EngKsh.  Some  of  them  are  said  to  have 
assisted  in  the  defence  of  Martinique, 
when  besieged  bv  our  forces  $  they  have 
gradually  been  led  to  consider  the  gover- 
nor of  that  island  as  their  protector,  though 
•  Chey  affisct  not  to  acknowledge  the  sove- 
reignty of  any  prince.  IJ^n  some  appre- 
hensions which  they  conceived  of  designs 
«|ainst  them,  they  applied  to  the^overnor 
of  Martinique,  about  two  years  ago,  for 

Jermission  to  settle  in  the  island  of  St. 
fUcia,  which  is  dependent  upon  his  go- 
vernment, but  they  were  refused.  About 
.  aeven  months  aso,  soon  after  his  Majesty's 
commissioners  had  given  directions  for 
•surveying  and  laying' out  loU  of  landa  for 
sale  on  the  windward  side  of  the  island, 
'  ihe  Caribbs  declared  their  intentionsof  op- 
^fmiajg  b^  force  any  attempt  to  carry  tboae 
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measares  into  executioli  beyond  a  mer 
called  Niambou,  whieh  they  chose  to  con- 
sider as  their  boundary.  I  had  the  h<v 
nour  of  acquainting  your  lordship;  at  the 
time,  of  these  threats,  and  also  of  the 
measures  which  I  have  taken  f(Nr  the  sup- 
port of  his  Majesty's.  ^  commiaiionen. 
When  the  Caribbs  found  that  preparatioot 
were  made  to  pass  that  river  by  force,  and 
that  theite  were  troops  sent  to  support  the 
persons  employed  by  the  commiiaioDen, 
they  then  tnought  proper  to  deust  fron 
their  first  pretensions :  but  they  contioaed 
to  consider,  with  an  evil  and  jealous  eye, 
the  progress  that  was  making  in  the  ad* 
measurement  of  the  lands  which  were 
claimed,  thbiiffh  little  cultivated  by  then, 
as  well  as  the  knowledge  which  was  dailj 
acquired  of  the  country,  by  the  constaot 
intercourse  into,  and  the  road  made 
through  it.  The  diflbrence  of  masDers, 
languages,  and.  prejudices  gave  also  rise 
to  various  disgusts  on  their  part,  trifling 
considered  separately,  but  accoinulat^ 
together,  and  added  to  their  geneitl 
suspicions,  exasperated  them  at  length  to 
sucn  a  degree,  tiiat  they  actually  sent  se- 
veral of  their  chiefs  to  the  governor  d 
Marthiique,  requiring  his  advice,  protec- 
tion, and  assistance.  He  has  declared  to 
a  gentleman  of  this  island,  and  he  ho 
written  before  my  late  arrival  here  to  the 
president  of  the  council,  that  he  advised 
them  in  the  strongest  tenns  to  submit  to 
whatever  measures  his  Majesty  should  be 
pleased  to  ordain  concerning  them.  Pro* 
tection  and  assistance  he  positirely  re- 
fused them.  However,  soon  afterwards, 
as  the  surveyors  were  advancing  towards 
the  settlemenu  of  tlie  fiercest  and  letst 
civilized  Caribbs,  they  began  to  dbiarh 
and  harass  them  in  their  operations,  sad  st 
last  proceeded  to  such  threats  and  ill  uMge 
as  compelled  the  surveyors  to  desist  m 
retire. 

A  detachment  of  forty  men  of  tbe32d 
regiment  being  sent  tQ  protect  the  ws' 
veyors,  the  Caribbs  appeared  to  the  num- 
ber of  about  ^00, 9rmed  with  fusees,  cut- 
lasses, bows  and  arrows,  and  tbresteoed 
they  would  not  permit  any  road  to  oe 
made  through  their  country,  declaring  they 
owed  no  sovereignty  to  any  prince;  that 
not  beinff  subjects  to  the  king  of  ^^^ 
he  could  not  cede  them  to  the  king^ 
Great  Britain.  That  the  whole  of  the 
island  of  St.  Vincent  formerly  belonged  to 
them;  that  they  had  gradually  aiv«"*^J? 
half  on  the  leeward  part  to  tte  Fiepcb 
isetden,  wb^had  com^  bitb^  ^^^ 
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to  time,  which  half  might  be  ceded  to  the 
British  crown ;  but  that  they  were  deter* 
mined  to  preserve  the  revnaiDfoghalf  or 
wiodward  part,  to  themsebes  in  perfect 
independeocj.  The^detachment  bowerer 
remained  some  days  in  the  post  to  which 
it  was  sen^  without  any  attack  on  the  part 
of  the  Canbbsy  but  the  surveyors  chose  to 
retire;  the  Caribbs  burned  their  tempo* 
n7  huts,  destroyed  their  utensils,  broke 
up  the  roads  hitely  mad^  in  several  places, 
and  held  in  every  respect  such  a  conduct, 
and  Buch-discourses,  as  persuaded  the  pre- 
fideot  of  the  council,  nis  Majesty's  first 
commissioner,  and  indeed  most  persons  in 
the  colony,  that  there  was  no  likelihood  of 
proaecuting  the  survey  arid  ^sale  of  Uiose 
lands  without  endangering  the  peace  of 
the  island,  or  without  committing  acts  of 
violence.  As  these  were  circumstances 
in  which  the  commissioners  have  under- 
itood  that  they  were  not  to  proceed  upon 
the  execution  of  their  additional  instruc- 
tions, for  the  disposal  of  the  Caribb  lands, 
tnd  aho  as  they  were  requested  by  both 
houses  of  the  legislature  here  to  desist 
from  any  sales,  for  the  safety  of  the  colony, 
they  have  accordingly  postponed  them 
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subject  of  much  uneasiness  to  this  colony^ 
when  added  to  the '  consideration  of  the 
small  number  of  white  inhabitants,  the  fieir 
troops,  and  total  want  of  fortified  places. 

In  this  sute  I  found  the  island  when  I 
arrived,  and  have  endeavoured  to  restore 
tranquilh'ty  by  every  measure  in  my  power. 
I  have  been  amon^  the  Caribbs,  and  have 
issued  a  proclamauon  concerning  them  in 
the  EnffVish  and  French  laneuages,  of 
which  I  have  the  honour  to  inclose  cnptea 
to  your  lordship.  I  have  ordered  roui^ 
companies  of  the  32d  regiment  from  Do^ 
minica  to  join  the  five  already  here,  whidi 
leaves  but  one  regiment  among  all  the 
other  islands  of  the  government.  I  have 
given  directions  for  some  pieces  of  ord- 
nance from  Grenada,  to  defend  an  emi- 
nence near  the  principal  town,  which  is  in- 
tended for  the  retreat  of  women  and  chil- 
dren, and  for  depositing  records  and  va- 
luable effects.  I  have  applied  to  admiral 
Pve  for  a  ship  to  cruise  between  the  isUinda 
of  St.  Vincent^and  St  Lucia,  to  prevent 
or  obstruct  tJie  intercourse  between  thd 
Caribbs  and  the  inhabitants  of  the  latter 
island ;  and  after  the  maturest  considera- 
tion^ I  thought  I  could  not,  without  im- 


unulthey  shall  receive  further  orders  from    peding  his  Majesty's  service,  and  expoe- 


goremment.  Since  the  retreat  of  the 
persons  employed  by  them,  and  of  the 
troops  intended  for  the  support  of  these 
^  the  windward  side  of  the  island,  Uie 
Caribbs  have  burned  the  remaining  huts 
which  had  been  erected  there  for  the  use 
of  the  troops,  surveyors,  and  their  slaves ; 
have  felled  more  trees  in  some  parts  of  the 
foads,  in  order  to  obstruct  the  passage ; 
ttd  have  committed  some  trifling  ravages 
on  their  neighbours.  The  confusion, 
which  has  been  much  increased  by  false 
ihirms,  that  they  were  coming  down  to 
demoy  and  born  the  plantations  and  in- 
Itthitants  on  the  leeward  part  of  the  island 
^though  it  appears  that  no  such  resolu' 
tioD  had  been  formed— vet  the  lawless  and 
"^age  dispoaition  of  these  Indians,  their 
fluctuating  temper,  the  suddenness  of  their 
i^hres,  their  proneness  to  excess  from 
^|»rice  and  drunkenness,  a  knowledge  of 
^  ravages  committed  by  them  formerly 
^  the  slightest  pretences,  the  influence 
^  are  und^r  to  foreigners  and  disa^ct- 
td  and  ill^isposed  persons,  their  quick 
*we  of  the  supposed  mjuries   intended 


mg  this  colony  to  much  danger,  avoid 
yielding  to  the  earnest  solicitations  of  the 
people,  in  giving  my  assent  to  an  act  foe 
unmediately  raising  a  militia  in  the  island^ 
afler  having  taken,  the  utmost  precaution, 
that  in  its  several  clauses  it  was  conform- 
able to  the  instructions  transmitted  to  me 
upon  that  subject.  Your  lordship  will  re- 
ceive an  authentic  copy  of  this  act  by  this 
conveyance,  together  wuh  the  minutes  of 
the  council,  and  proceedings  of  the  assem- 
bly. The  intent  of  this  act  is  a  security 
in  the  present  exigency,  and  would  be  en- 
tirely defeated,  were  it  to  contain  a  clause 
suspending  its  execution  till  his  Majesty's 
pleasure  were  known;  and' I  have  there-- 
fore,  in  this  one  instance,  ventured  to  de- 
viate from  the  letter  of  my  instructions,  in 
a  case  not  to  be  foreseen ;  which  1  hope 
will  not  be  disapproved.  I  have  pursued 
every  other  metnod  I  could  have  devised, 
and  taken  every  arrangement  conducive 
to  the  tranouillity  and  safety  of  the  ishmdn 
and  every  tning  is  now  quiet.  To  the  de; 
tail  I  have  already  entered  into,  I  have 
nothing  further  to  add  to  your  lordship. 


them,  and  the  insolence  and  inclination  to  '  than  that  it  appears,  that  while  these  Ca- 
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^cnce,  so  natural  to  savage  minds  on 
««  victory  they  imagine  they  have  gained, 
^the  meesores  of  sovemment  not  taking 
r^nspeciipg  their  laods;  hare  been  the 


ribbs  are  permitted  to  occupy  a  large  ex- 
tent of  country,  without  any  mixture  of 
white  inhabitants,  they  will-  retain  their 
fierce  untractable  nature^  cootiaue  unciri* 
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liMd»  lawless,  disaffectad^  and  of  no  uso ; 
and  that  the  rest  of  the  colony  wiU  be  ia 
TBsd  danger,  and  constant  apprehensioBS 
of  sudden  attacks  from  them ;  and  that»  in 
case  of  a  war  with  France,  thej  will  be  in- 
dined,  and  probably  be  induced,  totally  to 
destroy  it. 

As  from  the  moat  exact  calcalations 
they  cannot  exceed  a  thousand  fighting 
men,  headed  by  several  very  intelligent  as 
well  as  resolute  chiefs ;  the  assistance  of 
another  regiment  preperl  v  disposed  in  va- 
inotts  parts  of  the  island,  so  as  to  oblige 
tiiem  to  divide  their  strenath,  with  direc- 
tions to  the  commander  of  his  Majesty's 
•Hips  in  these  seas  to  co-operate  with  die 
forces  under  his  command,  together  with 
some  expence  for  presents  to  be  distri- 
buted among  them,  and  other  incidental 
charjg^  would  in  all  probability  be  suf- 
ficient to  oblige  them,  with  little  or  no 
bloodshed,  to  submit  t6  the  ineasures  of 
government,  and  to  suifer  white  inhabitants 
to  live  peaceably  among  them ;  the  ex- 
peace  would  be  greatly  overpaid  by  the 
'  sale  of  the  lands,  and  the  event  is  exceed* 
ingly  desirable,  and  indeed  essential  tto  the 
security  and  welfare  of  this  island*  I  luive 
Ihe  honour  to  be,  &c 

Ulysscs  Fxtxmaurice. 

P.8.  As  your  lordship  may  be  desirous 
of  being  acquainted  with  Ihe  most  minute 
circumstances  of  this  affair,  as  well  as 
etery  detail  concerning  this  colony,  I 
have  intrusted  this  packet  to  Mr.  ^V^E^rpe, 
ipeaker  of  the  kssemtAw  of  this  island,  from 
whom  I  dare  say  your  lordship  will  receive 
ft  very  intelligent  «iid  satisfactory  ac- 
count. 

fir.  ViNtxirr.  A  fttocLAMAwoN  by 
the  Hon.  Ulysses  Fitsmaurice,  Com- 
mander in  €nief  in  and  over  his  Ma« 
jesty's  Soothem  CarilMe  Islands 
of  Gren^,  the  Grenadines,  8u 
Vincent,  Domim'ea,  and  Tobago  in 
America,  and  of  all  other  Islands  and 
Territories  which  hU¥e  been  h««to- 
fore,  or  may  be  hereafter  dependent 
therenpott,  CImaeellot,  Ordinary,  and 
Vice  Admh«i  of  tfie  same,  Arc.  fre. 

"Whetan  his  most  excelletvt  Majesty, 
George  the  Snd,  ix.  in  his  paternal  oare 
and  attention  tohislovik)  sid>]ects,  in  every 
part  of  his  cxtanaiat  cioBiiniona,  hath  been 
graciously  pleased  to  aigaSfy  his  ioteotion 
t>f  taking  the  Caribbs,  free  mulattoes,  aad 
iiraeiittg^roaB  |of  the  idand  of  St.  Vincent 
iiaiiof  Si§  iwal  pc0tecUoiu  y^  hath  ax* 
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pressly  commaadad  tliat  they  should  be  I 
preserved  in  the  perfect  ei^oyment  of  tbeir 
freedom,  and  hath  directed  bis  conisii. 
sioners  for  the  sale  and  dispowl  of  bii 
lands  in  these  islands,  to  allot  to  the  laiA 
Caribbs,  free  mulattoes,  and  free  negioei, 
good^  proper,  and  sufficient  lands  far  their 
support,  maiateoaace  and  camlbrt,  to  be 
enjoyed  by  them  and  their  posterity  ac- 
cording to  their  own  usages  and  cuuosii; 
and  whereas  it  appears,  that  notwithstuid- 
inff  the  great  care  and  pains  which  hit 
IV&jesty's  said  commissioners  have  take^ 
to  make  known  to  th^  said  Caribbs,  free 
mulattoes,  and  free  negroes^  the  Kiog'i 
gracious  and  humane  intenlions  in  (heir 
uvour,  and  to  explain  to  them  the  lovenl 
arrangements  to  be  taken  in  porsaanoe  of 
the  royal  instructions.,  as  well  for  tbs  per* 
manent  safety,  tranquillity  and  prospentf 
of  the  said  Caribbs,  free  mukittoesy  aod 
free  negroes,  as  for  tho  farther  improve- 
ment and  cultivation  of  the  said  lands  <a 
the  windward  side  of  his  Majesty's  said 
island  of  St.  Vincent;  neverthalesii gtest 
discontents  and  jaalouaies  have  arisen  ia 
the  minds  of  some  of  the  said  black 
Caribba,  from  the  false  reports  and  trai* 
torous  insinuations  of  divers  igopraDt  and 
iU^iispased  persona,  disa&cted  to  his  Ms* 
jesty's  person  and  government ;  by  whidi 
means  die  said  Caribbs  have  lately  appear- 
ed dissatisfied,  refractory,  and  dispsssd  ta 
obstruct  by  force  the  measures  punoedbj 
his  Majesty's  command :  I  haw  chou^ 
proper,  in  tenderness  to  the  said  Caribbs 
free  mulattoes,  and  free  negreea,  and  to 
take  awa^  the  effect  oi  all  false  reporu 
and  malicious  insinuations,  and  to  remove 
all  doubts  from  their  miods  coacamiDg  bit 
Majesty's  goodness  towards  tkena,  aod  bj 
and  with  the  advice  of  lus  Majesty's  couo* 
cii  of  this  island,  hereby  to  dedare,  it  ^ 
his  Majesty's  royal  pleasuw,  to  proserre 
the  said  Caribbs,  free  mulattoes,  and  free 
negroes,  in  the  perfect  ei^joyiaeat  of  their 
freedom,  and  to  allot  to  them  good,  propcTi 
and  aufficieot  lands  for  their  auppeii,  isa<&- 
tenance,  and  comfort,  to  be  enjoysd  ^ 
diam  and  their  posterity  accordiflf  to  tbeir 
own  usages  ana  cusUm,  and  to  pro|^ 
them  againat  aU  injustice  or  eppMi^i^ 
whatsoever:  provided aLwaySythattbeaaid 

Caribbs,  free  mulattoes,  and  fne  wf^ 
demean  themselves  oeao^bly  and  subisif* 
aively  to  the  kura  or  this  isdaod,  and  tolu^ 
Majesty'a  commaods:  aad  at  the  aso^ 
time  to  giva  them  sotioc^  that  if  <tkef  p|^ 
aume  ri<Sously  or  uokwfidly  toasaeinhlsi^ 
annsy  with  a  desjga  of  cff^mi  ^  ^ 
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hetinn  Ae  UMgiiret  ordered  by  h«  Me- 
mjf  m  aajr  part  of  tlus  bland  of  8u  Yin- 
ent,  or  of  ddag  any  ianiry  to  the  penoiia 
^  property  of  any  or  die  iafaabilants 
Itreof,  or  of  attempdiig  any  mischief 
btiaevcr  to  the  public  or  to  indifiduala» 
Mf  vill  ineiir  hia  Majeaty'a  higheaC  dia- 
mm^  and  forfeit  airdaim  to  hia 
iacions  protection  and  hrour,  and  be 
IpMed  to  the  aevereit  puaishmenta. 
pd  they  are  iiereby  warned  not  to  listen 
mt  put  faith  to  any  reports  or  inainua- 
is  tending  to  dimioish  that  juat  coofi- 
m  and  reliance  upon  hia  Majeaty'a 
adoes  toararda  thetn,  which  it  becomea 
aa  to  pfeaerve,  and  on  which  theur  aa&ty 
;  bet  to  pat  all  trust  and  confi* 
in  the  aasuranoea  which  they  have 
any  receive  from  his  M^eaty'a  ceu« 
aioBsn  for  the  sale  and  disposal  of  lands 
tiiese  islands,  who  derive  their  instruc* 
ias  froai  the  crown,  concerning  the  said 
liHbtN,  iiree  mulatteca,  and  free  negroeai 
P  te  several  arrangementa  necessary  to 
Inaade  respecting  them.  Given  at  the 
Pfnoiaat-house,  8t.  Vincent,  this  iOth 
rJoue,  1769. 

Awfom  of  the  CeoamiBBioners  lor  the 
Sale  of  Lauds  in  Che  Ceded  islands, 
'  to  die  Loads  of  the  TVeaany,  dated 
^  Dominica,  16  OcU  1771. 
k  the  fijglit  Hon.  the  Lords  CoranuV 
I  laoQerB  of  his  Majesty's  Treasury. 
1h  obadienee  to  your  lordships'  instruc- 
PHI  to  ns,  on  the  S5th  of  Jaaoary  laat, 
luife  to  the  Caribbs,  we  proceeded  ia 
il  extcation  thereof,  by  fixing  a  time  for 
Miaeti&gef  liie  (^Msaod  moat  sensible 
mns  atnoBgat  theas,  at  Morai  Garou, 
I  the  berdees  of  the  country  which  they 
pin ;  and  having  fpiven  this  peevloua  no^ 
it}  we  met  on  the  day  appointed  about 
Rj  ef  the  Uack  Caribhs,  inhabiting  the 
iM4  part!  «f  the  island,  uader  due  con- 
tt  ef  aae  aaased  'Gli&toy>6,  a  p^nem 
teeaad  to  have  tjtie  most  iaiueooe 
■aVtthem,  aad  they  oi  <iiaad  SaMe, 
•iMBt  considerAle  district.  After  ex- 
iiMg  to  them  very  fuHy  his  Majesty's 
^eipuw>  at  tlie  pneteaded  anrchaaea 
Me<ram  aeaae  aaaong  thM,  w«ho«t  his 
Mats  apprabalBen  (adiioh  aeeoaed  to 
imiwiyageeeidile  telwar,  as  the  CaiMn 
MMenl  ave  averse  to  theae  fnschases 
ta^  f  iaee,  and  would  even  oppaec  them 
f'Ciree);  and  after  espplamng  to  them 
*]r  ft%4)is  Majeaty's  moieas  intention 
[yyerfwig  laocf  defca&ig  thena  in  their 
**tliii»  jaiiyaf  oacfiraMng  4heiii  4ua  the 
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poaseaabn  ef  cartab  laiida,  neceasary  aacl 
^convenient  finr  their  subaistano^  and  aka 
of  making  them  presenta  in  money  for  such 
lands  as  thejr  ahould  mlinquish ;  we  pvo^ 
posed  their  yielding  to  ua  that  part  of  tlia 
island  called  Momi  Garou,  extending  as 
&r  as  Point  Eapagnol,  at  the  north  end  of 
the  island,  a  tract  which  we  had  reasoa  to 
think  might  contain  about  4,000  acres  oC 
practicable  land ;  aad  as  this  pacrt  of  tlia 
country  was  chieiy  claimed  by  tboaa  Ca- 
ribbs  then  assembled,  we  offered  in  hia 
Majesty's  ilame»  as  a  recompeace  for  it,^ 
to  confirm  to  them  the  whole  pf  the  land 
iahabited  by  them,  and  woods  adjacent,  in 
the  district  of  Moral,  £spagnoi,  i^abooa, 
and  Grand  Sable,  which  we  promised 
should  never  be  taken  from  tkmna;  aad 
that  they  might  be  permitted  to  sell  it  oa 
ebtaiaing  the  King's  liceaee.  We  also 
e&red  a  preaent  in  auMay  of  1,000  Johan* 
neses,  or  36  shilling  pieces,  to  be  divided 
amongst  them.  We  esteemed  this  as  a 
very  advantagaoas  ofler  en  the  part  of  the 
Canbbsi  as  in  the  whole  extent  of  eoimtry 
which  we  asked  thaee  ia  no  aettlement 
possessed  by  ablaok  Caribb,  the  only  in* 
nabftantB  there,  being  two  er  three  free 
negroes,  who.  live  on  ansall  apots  formariy 
eieared  by  some  of  the  CaribiM,  aad  under 
wkom  they  new  hoU  tbdr  had ;  and  ia 
order  to  obviate  any  dificaitiea  these  pea- 
aosK  aught  raise,  we  ^affisead  ta  provide 
aeme  other  land  for  theai,  ihoase  itsiioull 
be  necessary  to  romave  them  from  their 
aettiementa.  fionse  red  Caribba  had  hecft 
£oraieriv  aettiad  ia  this  part;  but  hav^ 
received  naoaey  finam  those  adveotaaalt 
who  have  been  trying  to  forae  dimtelaak 
into  those  ianda,  luive  now  eatir^ly  <|ii|«tod, 
and  na  person  asade  any  claim  0Q4heirb(»- 
indf.  We  dso  thought  tlait  the  aiSBraf 
eonfimiag  to  them  the  whole  ef  the  haidk 
ia  the  parts  whaae  they  ware  aattled,  would 
he  Beadiiyaoec|)ted,as  theyuroiddtharelMr 
be  ipiile  sepavate  •fraaa  aha  white  irihahi 
lama  J  apomt  diey  hm^  rfways  appi^arad 
to  think  of  great  impartanee.  Oa  asking 
whether  they  arare  arilhag  eo  aj^aae  te  our 
propaeol,  aw  mere  getai^  aurpneai  to  €od 
diaaii  in  a  fixad  resolutisn  not  to  k 


ia  oor  settling  aay  fait  a£  -dtik  eauntrr 
chmaad  by  them ;  a^hieh  itkey  eiaadiiy  ad- 
iKnad  ta,  netwidiglaBding  aar  eaduaiaasa» 
hf  maay  argnments,  ta  f  cevail  en  thaai  tp 
aiter  their  aentimeota.  Ga  ourdepartat)^ 
aaedeaired  themao  retara  ta  their ImM- 
aatioas,  and  cansdit  4urtlmr  with  she  aeat 
af  tdie  people,  aad  <if  ahey  aimdd  altar 
-^ir  tesohaion^toaoquaiBtiuaof  itadcbin 
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ten  dtys,  otherwiie  we  should  eonalder 
them  as  persisting  in  their  refusal ;  since 
which  we  have  heard  nothing  concerning 
them,  and  therefore  conclude  they  are  de- 
lenntned  not  to  consent  to  any  terms. 

We  were  creatly  astonished  at  this  re« 
fusal,  as  we  nad  good  reason  to  think, 
firom  the  declarations  of  many  of  them, 
particularly  Chatoy6^  the  chief  then  pre- 
sent, that  they  would  have  consented; 
and  can  only  attribute  this  behaviour  to 
the  influence  of  one  amoimt  them,  who 
bad  been  resident  in  Martinico  from 
his  infancy,  and  had  been  servant  to  several 
French  officers,  who  was  lately- returned 
and  settled  ia  the  Caribb  country.  On 
our  demanding  whether  they  aicknow* 
ledged  themselves  subjects  of  the  kine  of 
Great  Britain,  and  desiring  to  know  woe- 
ther  th^  would  take  the  oath  of  allegi- 
ance, this  person  spoke  for  them,  and  an- 
swered in  the  negative;  and  said  they 
were  independent  of  either  the  king  m 
Grreat  Britain,  or  of  France :  but  at  the 
same  time  they  confessed  a  great  partiality 
to  the  French,  and  declared  they  nad  been 
ordered  by  the  governor  of  Martinico  not 
to  give  up  any  land ;  and  that  he  had  pro- 
mised to  protect  them. 

We  are  now  convinced  by  the  whole 
lenor  of  their  behaviour,  that  all  treaty 
aod  negociatioo,  though  on  the  roost  just 
and  humane  terms,  will  be  fruitless ;  and 
in  case  it  shall  be  thought  expedient  to 
Alige  them  to  submit  to  his  Majesty's 
mvemment,  or  to  yield  up  any  part  of 
die  land  they  claim,  it  cannot  be  done 
irtthoot  a  sufficient  force  to  terrify  them 
into  obedience.  And  we  are  of  opinion, 
.that  their  positive  refusal  to  asree  to  the 
terms  offered  by  us,  on  behalf  of  the  erown, 
or  to  take  the  oaths  of  allegiance,  added 
lo  their  avowed  attachment  to  the  French, 
makea  it  absolutely  necessary,  for  the  se- 
curity of  the  lives  and  property  of  the  in- 
habitants, that  some  steps  should  imngiedi- 
jitely  be  taken  to  prevent  their  committing 
outrages  unpunished. 

We  conceive  it  to  be  impossible  that  so 
•mall  an  island  can  long  continue  divided 
between  a  civilised  people  and  savages, 
who  are  bound  by  no  ties  of  law  or  reli- 
gion; and  who,  firom  their  situation  among 
.woods,  are  even  exempted  from  fear  of 
.punishment.  Every  day  produces  some 
mat  inconvenience  to  the  civilized  in- 
Sabitants,  by  their  slavea  being  enticed 
Itway  and  harboured  by  these  savages; 
and  a  declaration  of  a  war  witli  France 
4hreatens  ahnost  inavitabfe  ruin  ta  the 


Papett  rdiOhg  to  fh$ 


[SOS 


colony,  as  experience  teadies  us,  that  dis 
efforts  of  the  French  would  not  be  wanu 
ing  in  stirring  up  such  an  enemy. 

And  we  think  that  the  sale  of  the  landt 
is  no  longer  the  most  important  object; 
but  the  honour  of  the  crown  now  becooei 
concerned  for  the  protection  of  its  aib* 
jects  against  a  race  of  lawless  people  who, 
when  prompted  by  liquor  or  lii-designiog 
persons,  may  commit  any  kind  of  rbleoce 
without  being  subject  to  controul. 

We  do  not  presume  to  orescribe  toy 
particular  measures  to  your  lordships,  but 
generally  take  the  libierty  of  obsfirvbg, 
that  in  our  opinion,  the  most  effectotl 
means  of  reducmg  them  to  obedience  will 
be  to  carr}'  a  road  through  their  oountrr, 
under  the  protection  of  a  sufficient  mili- 
tary force :  and  after  allotting  them  proper 
lands,  for  their  comfortable  subsistence, 
to  sell  the  remainder ;  which  will  vefjf 
amply  repay  the  expences  incurred  bj  the 
arrangement,  and*  contribute  tokeeptbein 
in  oraer,  by  mixing  white  inhaoiunti 
amongst  them.  We  are,  &c.  WitUAU 
Young,  John  Hunt,  Bokbrt  Winnni 
William  Hewitt.  - 

Report  of  Mr.  Maitland,  aod  other  per« 
sons  concerned  in  the  Idand  of  St. 
Vincent,  to  the  Bad  of  Hillsboroogb. 

My  lord ;  your  lordship  having  dedrri 
our  opinion  conc^imine  the  exp^encj  ^ 
continuing  the  black  Caribbs  upon,  or  the 
necessity  of  removing  them  from,  the  is- 
land of  St.  Vincent,  and  if  to  be  remored, 
where  to  be  sent;  we  bee  leave  to  ob- 
serve, that  the  negroes  cfdled  tbe  bUck 
Caribbs  are  in  possession  of  full  two  tkinb 
of  the  cultivable  and  richest  land  iolbcj 
island,  which  they  have  frequently  <i^ ! 
clared  their  resolution  not  to  quit  oot 
foot  of;  so  that  if  they  should  by  snj  tern* 
porary  force  be  compelled  to  vield  up  toj 
part  of  their  claim,  they  will,  wesppr^ 
hend,  re-assert  their  pretended  rights  as 
soon  as  that  force  is  removed,  or  tbeir 
friends  the  French  give  them  any  *upP^ 

So  great  a  proportion  of  tbe  r^ 
being  in  the  hands  of  persons  who  can  ib 
no  manner  contribute  to  the  support  ^ 
the  government  of  the  island,  eitber  bf 
paying  their  quota  of  the  taxes,  or  by  r^o* 
dering  their  personal  services,  necesssnif 
throws  an  heavy  burthen  upon  a  very  fe^» 
particularly  as  to  the  personal  sernce^ 
which  are  confined  to  his  Majes^r's  v^ 
ral  born  subjects;  the  other  white inhs* 
bitanto  being  incapable,  through  tbeir  ig* 
Boranca  of  &a  EagjUsb  language  sod  cu** 
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torns,  of  perfbrmiDg  those  duties.  We 
£irther  beg  leave  to  observe  to  your  lord- 
ship, that  the  parts  of  the  island  now  in  a 
state  of  culdvation,  and  possessed  by  white 
persons^  are  the  most  broken  parts  of  the 
country;  and  that  the  weight  of  taxes 
has  hitherto  ^llen  so  heavily  upon  the 

Eroprietors  of  those  tracts,  that  the  legis- 
kture  of  the  island  have  hot  yet  been  able 
to  raise  a  fund  for  erecting  a  jail,  court- 
bouse,  and  other  necessary  public  build- 
ings, nor  can  (as  we  conceive)  this  busi- 
ness be  ever  accomplished  in  tne  present 
state  of  the  island;  the  constant  expences 
of  its  government  being  the  same,  and  the 
revenue  to  support  them  being  to  be  rais- 
ed from  means  incapable  of  bearing  greater 
exactions.  We  tnerefore  think,  that  if 
the  black  Caribbs  were  even  divested  of 
attachments  to  any  other  nation,  and  were 
well  affected  towards  us,  still  the  colony 
would  cease  to  flourish  while  they  remain- 
ed in  it;  and  probably  would  not  long 
maintain  the  credit  and  consequence  it 
has  already  obtained.  We  hold  ourselves 
jtistified  in  this  assertion,  by  the  stop  put 
to  the  progress  of  the  cultivation  and  set- 
tlement of  the  colony  for  the  last  two 
years,  during  which  time  neither  the  num- 
ber of  inhabitants  nor  the  quantity  of  pro- 
dace  has  increased;  the  first  appearing 
by  the  muster-roll  of  the  militia,  and  the 
other  by  the  custom-house  books.      ' 

We.  therefore  beg  leave  to  offer  it  as 
our  opinion  to  your  lordships  that  even 
sopposins  it  practicable  to .  eradicate  from 
the  minds  of  the  black  .Caribbs  their  pre- 
sent prejudices,  and  tO'  reduce  them  to  a 
temporary  subjection,  their  inhabiting  the 
inland  most  ever  prevent  its  farther  pro- 
gre^  towards  a  state  of  prosperity.  In 
point  of  consequence,  it  might  then 
hold  its  present  standitfd^  but  can  never 
exceed  it. 

But  from  our  knowledge  of  the  tem'- 
per,  dbposition^  and  prejudices  of  those 
ravages,  we  do  not  hold  our  property  in 
the  island  of  St.  Vincent,  or  the  lives  of 
the  white  inhabitants,  to  be  for  a  day  se- 
cure from  their  depreidations  and  cruelty. 
As  the  grounds  m  this  our  opinion,  w6 
he^  leave  to  represent  to  your  lordship, 
that  with  a  tincture  of  as  much  of  the 
Popish  religion  as  was  necessaiy  to  infuse 
u|to  them  Uie  strongest  prejudices  against 
persons  they  term  heretics,  they  have  from 
their  infancy  conceived  an  attachment  to 
^e  French,  and  their  government ;  which 
has  in  no  manner  been  diminished  since 
the  cession  of  the  island,  as  they  have  con- 
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stantly  kept  up  an  intercourse  with  the 
French  in  their  settlements,  and  have  re- 
fused to  hold  the  least  communication 
with  the  King's  subjects,  notwithstanding 
the  pains  taken  by  his  Majesty's  commis- 
sioners, and  by  the  legislative  body  of  the 
island ;  and  notwithstanding  the  separate 
attempts  of  the  principal  inhabitants  of 
the  island  to  conciliate  their  minds,  and* 
reconcile  them  to  our  government  and 
people.  The  policy  of  the  French  not 
permitting  them  to  teach  these  savagea 
any  thing  more  of  religion  than  answered 
the  purpose  of  prejudice,  there  subsists 
among  them  the  utmost  barbarity,  which. 
is  not  only  practised  by  them  upon  each  . 
other,  without  any  other  punishment  thaa 
what  may  arise  from  retaliation,  but  they, 
after  encouraging  our  slaves  to  run  away^ 
have  (upon  their  refusal  to  work  for  them, 
or  to  go  off  to  the  French  islands  to  ba 
sold)  cruelly  murdered  them ;  and  though 
the  magistrates  have  at  times  received  full 
informations  of  the  facts,  and  of  the  namea 
and  places  of  abode  of  tlie  perpetrators, 
yet  they  have  not  been  able  to  procure 
their  warrants  to  be  executed,  no  con.* 
stable  or  civil  oflBcer  daring  to  approach 
the  criminal,  or  even  to  enter  their  coun* 
try  on  such  an  errand :  ^e  do  not  con- 
ceive it  possible  to  1}ind  them  lor  any 
terms  by  ties  eitlier  politic  or  religious.  In 
support  of  this  opinion  we  must  observe  to 
your  lordship,  that  upon  the  cession  of  the 
island,  when  the  fate  of  these  savages 
seemed  yet  undetermined,  they  not  only 
shewed  the  strongest  tokens  of  humility  in 
their  declarations  and  behaviour,  but 
deemed  eager  to  embrace  the  terms  ofered 
by  government,  which  were,  to  admit 
them  to  take  the  oaths  of  allegiance,  and 
to  be  received  as  subjects.  Accord* 
ingly  great  numbers  of  them  took  the 
oaths,  and  at  the  same  time  shewed 
by  their  own  explanations  that  they  per« 
fectly  understooa  what  they  were  about ; 
and  expressing  themselves  much  &voured 
and  obliged  by  the  footing  on  which  they 
were  put,  readily  consented  to.  give  up 
sudi  lands  aa  they  could  not  themselves 
cultivate. 

For  a  time  they  shewed  no  other  in« 
stance  of  disafiection,  but  by  keeping  up 
their  intercourse  with  the  ^French  settle*  , 
ments,  and  declining  the  same  with  the 
inhabitants  of  the  isund ;  but  as  soon  aa 
four  companies  of  the  regiment  stationed 
at  St.  Vincent  were  sent  to  Dominica^ 
they  immediately  took  up  arms,  and,  con* 
trary  to  that  allegiance  they  had  just  bar 
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bn  svoni  to^  stopped  the  surveyOra  from 
proceeding  in  their  Dusinets,  took  prisoners 
«  party  of  forty  soldiers  encamped  to  pro* 
Sect  the  surveyors,  and  disavowed  all  al- 
legiande  to  the  King»  or  any  subjection  to 
(he  laws,  io  express  and  positive  terms. 
The  commissioners  being  forbid  by  their 
instructions  to  use  any  force  against  the 
Garibbs,  the   commander   of  the  idand 
thought  himself  obK^ed  to  desia  from  any 
bostiutiesi  and  enter  into  a  treaty  with  the 
aavages;   by  which  they  were  promised 
Uiat  no  roads,  or  further  surveys,  should 
be  made  for  the  present  in  the  wood  lands 
if  tkey  would  suffer  the  troops  they  had 
aurrounded  to  return ;  which  was  aecord- 
tngly  done.    Elated  with  this  success,  and 
presuming  on  the  moderation  of  govern- 
ment, they  no  longer  thought  it  necessary 
to  carry  even  the  appearance  of  subjectiott, 
but  immediately  dispatched  an  embassy  to 
count  D'£nnery,  tne  governor  of  Marti- 
nique, to  infcmn  him  that  they  were  now 
veady  to  cut  off  the  Enalish,  and  destroy 
sU   their   settlement.    To  the  humanity 
and  honour  of  that  officer  (  who  dismissed 
the  Caribb  chieft  with  not  Only  the  strong-^^ 
est  expressions  of  horror  at  their  proposal, 
bat  with  threats)  we  hold  ourselvea  in- 
debted for  the  preservatioa  of  our  estates 
and  liires.    Upon  this  repulse,  the  savages 
again  aflSected  an  humhle  tone;  but  still 
kept  up  a  communication  with  the  French 
settlements,  and  constantly  brought  from 
dience,  m   return  for   the  tobacco  and 
fiswb  they  sold,  ire-arms  and  ammunition. 
About  ths  time  the  legislature  of  the 
kland  passed  a  law  for  raising  a  militia. 
To  this  event  we  first  conceiv^  we  owed 
the  subjection  to  which  the  Caribbe  seem-* 
cd  to  be  reduced;  fisr  they,  about  the  same 
time,  sent   their   priest  to  the  commis- 
sioners, and  to  some  of  the  principal  in- 
habitants tif  the  ishmd,  to  assure  them  they 
were  sensibb  of  their  error;  that  they 
had  been  misled;  and  that   Ihey  were 
then   ready   to   submit  hi  my  mana«r 
the  commissioners  reouised,  bdtn  bj^  giving 
m   their  lands,  ana  acknowledpag  the 
King's  sovereignty.    But  it  was  sooa  dis- 
covered that  these  appearances  were  bat 
sm  artifice  to  coDoeal  the  tseachery  ikej 
srere  then  medisating;  for  there  being  at 
that  time  a  dispute  between  the  courts  of 
fingUmd   and   Spai^,   about    Falldand^ 
.■land,  which  it  was  thought  would  terasi* 
nate  in   an  open  rupture,  and  .  that  the 
f  rench  wouM  take  a  past  ia  the  war ;  the 
Caribbs  were  ^jrell  informed  of  these  cir- 
MOMtipcesr  a^d  some  of  their  chiefs  were 


constantly  in  waiting  at  Martiniqiie  in 
orders  trom  the  new  French  governor, 
count  D'Enoery  being  at  thst  time  re- 
called :  but  the  business  being  sccommo- 
dated  between  the  two  courts,  and  sir  W, 
Young  going  out  soon  after  with  iostrac- 
tions  still  more  favourable  to  the  Caribbi 
than  any  of  the  former,  or  than  they 
seemed  ever  to  have  thought  of  them. 
selves,  a  fair  oi^ortunity  now  offered  for 
the  confirmation  of  their  promises,  hai 
they  thought  it  no  longer  necessaiy  to 
continue  tte  deeeit.  As  to  the«msmieria 
which  they  received  sir  W.  Young,  and 
the  other  commiseionerSt  about  June  last, 
at  a  congress  which  they  seemed  onlj  to 
consider  as  an  embassy  from  one  state  to 
another,  disclaiming  again  the  King's  so- 
vereignty over  them,  and  avowing  their 
resolution  aot  to  auSer  anj  of  the  wood 
lands  to  be  sold ;  their  renisal  to  sccept 
any  of  the  i^resents  ofiered  by  the  com- 
missioners, as  teken  of  9pdtf\  and  the 
little  reserve  shewn  by  them,  in  dedanog 
thai  they  were  aotlne  under  the  iaflueoce 
of  the  governor  of  Martinique ;  we  beg 
leave  to  rafiar  yonr  lordship  fbr  ftrtber 
particulara  to  die  report  which  your  lord- 
ship may  have  received  from  the  board  of 
cemmissioneBB.  The  danger  in  which  the 
Jegislature  of  Su  Vincent  conoidentbAt 
island  to  be  at  this  instant,  is  fiiUj  set 
forth  in  their  late  Memorial,  to  which  ve 
also  beg  leave  to  ceftryour  lordship. 

From  the  drcamstaaoes  we  have  re- 
lated, and  from  many  others  whidi  tead 
to  our  conviction,  though  too  tedicMis  to 
enumerate  to  your  ferdnip,  we  sie  per" 
suaded  that  no  act  or  measure  of  govern- 
ment can  preserve  the  tranquillity  of  the 
island  of  St.  Vincent,  and  put  the  property 
and  lives  of  the  inhabitants  out  or  the 
danger  of  tbeiniMdaof  theUackCsrihbij 
but  their  absolute  and  immediate  remove 
fiem  the  island.  As  to  tlm  keeping  tlifa 
iai  order  by  a  superior  fiHtas,  we  nuit  b^ 
leaie  to  observe  to  your  lordship^  that  tbt 
number  of  men  able  to  bear  arma  doabM 
that  cf  the  celonyw  Frendi  dessrten  fr<n 
the  reginseuto  at  Martinique  hate  beea 
seen  among  them,  from  which  we  coochids 
they  are  trniued  to  theeseof  snnt;  vt 
therefiNTO  do  not  think,  even  whiiat  tbo* 
continues  a  peace  between  Eoglsnd  »» 
France^  that  the  peace  of  the  ialssd  m 
be  secused  with  less  than  two  i*8i'^^ 
and  m  time  ef  war  we  cannot  ssj«l^ 
fierce  wiU  be  necessary  fiitimfnr^^ 
for  the  black  Cavibba  being  . 
of  a  great  part  ef.  the  coast,  tbs 
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will  at  all  times  be  secure  of  a  hmding^ 
and  of  iiemg  eondoded  by  tfaem  to  thn 
back  of  our  settlements  in  spite  of  any 
force.  St.  Luda  is  not  above  six  or  seven 
leagues  to  the  northward  of  St.  Vinoent, 
and  the  northernmost  bay  of  the  last  is  in 
the  possession  of  the  savages. 

Snould  the  black  Caribbs  be  once  re* 
moved  from  the  island^  we  conceive  we 
then  shall  be  able  to^nit  the  yellow  Ca^ 
ribbs,  or  aborigines,  upon  a  footing  as  ad- 
vantageous to  St.  Vincent  as  the  free  ne- 
eroes  in  Jamaica  are  i;^on  to  that  island ; 
m  the  Frenchi  considering  the  yellow 
Caribbs  too  insignificant  to  do  them  either 
good  or  harm,  luve  left  them  free  from  the 
prejudices  they  hove  instilled  into  the 
odien,  by  which  they  remain  fit  objects 
for  oar  service,  as  well  as  for  our  hura»* 
vky  and  care :  being  inferior  in  number 
to  the  whites  already  setded  in  the  island, 
we  flhaU  be  under  no  apprehensions  of 
danflcrfrom  ttseno. 

Sbodd  it  be  bis  M8|esty's  gracious  wiB 
to  remove  tlume  savages,  the  black  Ca* 
ribbs,  from  the  ishuid,  we  think  it  would 
be  as  consistent  with  his  Majestv's  present 
iatentioasi  as  his  Majesty's  former  hu- 
nane  coniduct  towards  Ihem,  to  permit 
them  to  name  their  own  place  «f  retreat, 
if  they  chose  to  do  it;  so  as  such  choice 
does  not  tend  to  lendanger  the  other  e^ 
hmies,  or  cause  a^  brradi  of  the  treaties 
sobsistingbetw^eenEnglandandotberstatei. 
For,  as  it  is  known  that  the^  have  at  times 
wpposed  that  government  inteiided  to  act 
mas  hostile  manner  against  them,  and  as 
their  tsquist,  at  the  hul  peaee,  to  retire  to 
die  isbnd  St»  Lucia,  waa  refused  by  the 
Fiendi  Goveraer,  it  cannot,  we  appre- 
iMod,  be  deiMedy  but  ihey  hare  fixed 
iipon  some  other  asyTum^  tn  whidi  it  is 

Eohabte  they  wMtd  now  give  the  pre- 
rence. 

Should  they  not  be  immediately  prepared 
toniake  sdcb  a  ch»|ce,  or  should  thej  not 
^mediatety  Mgnfe  amenu  themsehes  upon 
iplsoetoresife  to,  or  shouU  they  naisre 
WIS  cxceptioniAite  to  goveromeat,  we  cou- 
^e  that  the  removing  them  to  the  part 
^the  werid  ft^m  whence  their  aneestors 
^S}  weald  as  much  coiYeenond  with 
^  own  inclinationfl,  as  wii»  the  de^ 
">to7  of  his  IMb^esty's  purpaseSL  And 
«e  think  that  miy  uifoecupied  tract  of 
I^MO  acres  of  weed  land,  upon  any  part 
ff  the  ooflitof  Afriea,  havkig  one  or  move 
'^  nmmng  through  ity  would  aibrd 
^^  dlibe  neeesMries  of  Kibirfaidi  Aey 


have  been  accustomed  to.  The  dimate 
being  the  same  as  that  of  St.  Vincent, 
makes  clothing  no  more  necessary  to  them 
than  before;  and  by  living  oh  a  sea  coast, 
they  would  have  the  same  onportiinity  of 
supporting  themselves  by  fisning  as  they 
have  now  at  St  Vinoent.  Or  they  might 
be  placed  on  the  islmid  of  St.  Matthew^ 
situated  in  lat.  2.  SI.  S.  an  island  of  mudi 
the  same  siae  as  St.  Vincent ;  totally  un^ 
inhabited;  and,  as  we  understand,  ckimed 
by  no  partioidar  power,  farther  than  wlut 
we  Portuguese  may  pretend  to  from  thait 
being  the  first  diacoverers;  and  winch 
right,  we  presume,  gives  them  an  equal 
title  to  St.  Hdena,  aiid  other  parts  not  now 
in  their  possessbn,  though  first  discovered 
by  them.  We  are,  te.  Richard  Mait^ 
LAKJD,  agent,  Richard  Ottlst,  jAMxa 
GoAdon,    C.   p.   Sharps,    Wili^iam 

FlTtHVOH. 

Cdpie  d'une  Lettre  de  la  part  du  Com- 
mandant de  St.  Lucie  au  Gouverneur 
et  Cdnseillers  Caraybes  k  l^Islede  St. 
Vincetit,  dated,  au  Gouvernement  de 
St.  Lucie,  ce  Sept.  177L 

Comperes  nous,  notre  grand  ginfod 
m*aporte  plainte  que  plusieurs  Caraybea, 
ausqueb-ea  bont6  patemelle  avoit  permit 
de  venir  vmr  k  Fort  Royal,  eill  ils  se  soot 
bien  comport^s,  atoient  fait  une  de8oent# 
en  s'en  allant  d  St.  Pierre  d  la  Caae  N»- 
vire^  oik  ib  s'^toient  disputes-  avec  ub 
Papa ;  et  que  de  \k  quelques  Caraybes  oot 
pris  la  hardiesie  de  tirer  des  filches  sur 
noa  nais  habitans  de  Pendroit,  qui  ont  6t6 
oblig6  de  les  chasser  iL  coups  de  fusils 
sans  balles,  ne  voulant  pas  leur  faire  ma]» 
parceque  nos  gekis  sgavent  bien,  comperes 
nous,  que  vous  allez  tout  de  suite  con- 
noUre  ceux  qui  ont  fail  faute,  et  (Kie  vous 
les  punirez  pour  avoir  manqu6  aux  bons  or-" 
dres  et  avis  que  vous  leor  donn&tes  en  par- 
taat  d'etre  sages.  Ahisijevous  pr6viens, 
comperes  nous,  que  si  vos  gens  s'avisent 
encorede  fiure  mal,  et  de  ne  pas  respecter 
la  grande  bont^  et  amitii  de  notre  g6*- 
n^ral  ktsqu'ils  seront  it  la  Martinique,  1 
defendera  et  empMiera  pa^  de^  gros  ooupa 
decaaens  que  lea  plre^es  Caraybes  ne 
mouillcnt  au  Port  Royal,  ni  ^  St.  Pierre, 
»i  daos  aoctt)  meuillage  de  touie  la  Mai^ 
tinique.  CempeveeDieui,  j^en  ferai  au* 
tant;  et  vous  avertisqioe  je  n#  baiUeMfi 
point  de  eong6,  si  une  auue  fols  aoil# 
gnmd  g4n6raf  a'est  pas  oontent.  Adiea» 
Ac.    ChevaKar  Dmnt^Wp  comaumdtti* 
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Letter  from  Governor  Leyborne  to 
the  Earl  of  Hillsborough,  dated  Gre- 
nada, November  30,  1771. 

My  lord ;  I  think  it  my  duty  to  transmit 
to  your  lordship  the  inclosed  original  letter 
from  the  governor  of  Su  Lucia,  under  a 
very  extraordinary  address,  which  was  in- 
tercepted, and  ha^  been  sent  to  roe  by  the 
president  commanding  at  St.  Vincent.  It 
IS  obvious  by  this  letter  that  the  French 
have  encouraged,  and  acknowledged  the 
Caribbs  to  be  an  independent  people,  and 
seems  to  confirm  the  suspicions  tliat  have 
been  long  entertained  of  their  influence 
on  their  conduct.  As  I  am  afraid  it  will 
be.  impossible  to  bring  those  savages  to  a 
proper  sense  of  duty  to  his .  Majesty,  by 
acknowledging  his  sovereignty,  anid  ac- 
cepting of  his  favoii^  and  protection,  I 
must  beg  leave  to  submit  to  your  lord- 
ship'^ consideration,  whether  it  might  not 
be  proper  to  take  some  steps  to  force  these 
people  to  obedience,  since  the  gentle  me- 
thods that  were  practised  by  sir  William 
Young  had  not  the  desired  effect,  but,  on 
the  contrary,  were  looked  upon  to  have 
proceeded  from  timidity ;  and  as  the  regi- 
ments on  this  government  are  expected 
shortly  to  be  relieved,  and  we  have  so  re- 
spectable a  fleet  in  these  seas,  with  the 
state  of  tranquillity  that  now  subsists  with 
4>ur  neighbours,  if  force  is  ever  to  be  used, 
I  am  humbly  of  opinion  there  is  no  time 
so  proper  as  upon  the  relief  of  the  troops. 
1  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

William  L.  Leyborne. 

The  humble  Adpress  and  Memorial 

of  the  Council  and  Assembly  of  the 

Island  of  St.  Vincent  to  his  Majesty, 

*  on  the  subject  of  the  Caribbs  in  that 

Island. 

May  it  please  your  Majesty ;  we  your 
Majestv^s  loyal  and  dutiful  subjects,  the 
council  and  asseiiibly  of  this  your  island 
of  St.  Vincent,  on  behalf  of  ourselves,  and 
every  other  inhabitant  of  this  infant  co- 
lony, beg  leave  again  to  approach  your 
most  excellent  Majesty,  and  to  represent 
to  you  in  the  strongest  terms  the  oangers 
with  which  we  are  surrounded,  in  order 
that  your  Majesty  may  (before  it  is  too 
Jate)  direct  such  vigorous  measures  to  be 
ftaken,  as  we  apprehend  can  ajone  secure 
•the  tranquillity  of  this  island,  or  preserve 
.the  lives  and  properties  of  your  filithful 
luibjects^  And  whatever  reluctaDce.we; 
have  to  interrupt  by  our  con>plaints  that 
bappiness  which  we  pray  your  Majesty 
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may  ever  enjoy,  jret  a  regard  to  the  trust 
reposed  in  us  for  the  common  good  of  this 
colony,  will  not  permit  us  to  be  silent 
under  circumstances  so  alarming  as  the 
present :  being  anxious  that  whenever  any 
of  those  dreadful  events  happen,  which  we 
too  well  foresee,  we  may  at  least  be  cont 
sciotts  of  having  discharged  our  duty,  and 
left  nothing  in  our  conduct,  either  to  re* 
proach  ourselves  with,  or  to  expose  us  to 
the  censure  of  others,  who  must  suffer  in 
the  general  ruin. 

The  fears  and  apprehensions  expressed 
in  our  former  address  to  your  Msjestj, 
with  respect  to  the  Caribbs  of  this  island, 
are  now  become  certain  dangers ;  snd  the 
acquisition  of  their  lands  (however  valua* 
ble  it  might  prove  to  your  Majesty's  re- 
venue^ has  for  some  time  past  been  oolya 
se<;ondary  and  very  inferior  tibject,  baviog 
yielded  to  a  more  important  and  natttral 
consideration,  the  security  of  our  pro- 
perty, and  the  safety  of  our  persons.  For, 
by  the  facts  which  are  to  be  the  subject  of 
our  present  Address,  we  are  persuaded  that 
your  Majesty  will  observe  with  copcero 
the  unhappy  situation  of  your  subjects, 
and  will  at  the  same  time  be  coo? ioced, 
that  the  only  alternative  left  this  day  to  i 
the  British  crown,  is  this,  either  tamely  to  I 
acknowledge  that  it  has  no  rig^t  of  sore* 
reignty  in  the  lands  of  the  Caribbs,  or  to 
consider  them  as  a  nest  of  most  dangerous  j 
and  insolent  rebels.  | 

Encouraged  and  supported  by  s  few  in- 
dividuals (who,  regardless  of  your  Majes- 
ty's rights,  and  of  the  public  security, 
Imve  made  private  contracts  with  these 
savages  for  tne  lands  they  occitpy,  through  I 
your  royal  clemency)  the  Caribbs  ait 
now  taught  to  deny  the  right  of  the  Bii- 
tish  crown  to  the  mostconsidersbie  pvt  i 
of  the  Island  of  St.  Vincent,  and  to  affect  | 
an  independent  neutrality,  as  well  as  an 
exemption  from  all  civil  jurisdiction  or 
subordination  whatsoever;  yet  a  fev 
months  since,  when  we  daily  expected  ts 
be  involved  in  war,  they  but  too  plsinly 
betrayed  the  strong  attachment  they  had  to 
thatnation  with  whose  subjecisandlsDgQ^ 
they  have  been  so  long  convensot,  sod 
whose  interest  they  are  ready  at  any  tiine  to 
espouse,  to  the  prejudice  of  those  of  p^ 
Majesty,  and  to  the  sacri6ce  of  our  lire« 
and  Fortunes.  It  was  not  to  your  Mmes* 
jty's  governor,  but  to  the  governor  at  Msr* 
tmique,  that  they  resorted  at  tbst  jan<^ 
ture;  it  was  not  your  alliance  and  ^tc^ 
tiop,  but  that  of  France,  they  thes  court- 
ed; in  a  word,  it  was  with  00  fr^' 
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Had  not  witli  us,  they  offered  to  join  arms, 
when  they  expected  a  rupture  between 
the  two  nations.  The  gooa  reception  and 
eDCOuragement  they  met  with  from  the 
French  general  were  hardly  justifiable  eren 
at  that  season;  but  the  continnance  of 
their  intercourse  m  the  niidst  of  peace, 
and  the  style  of  the  correspondence  lately 
discovered  between  the  governor  of  Sl 
Lucia  and  these  rebellious  people,  are  in- 
sults offered  to  your  Majesty's  crown,  and 
the  clearest  proof  of  the  advantages  the 
French  intend  to  derive,  in  time  of  war, 
by  preserving  a  good  understanding  with 
the  Caribbs.  In  this  situation,  what 
safety,  what  tranquillity  can  we  hope  for? 
Wlmt  have  we  not  to  fear,  surrounded  by 
lawless  savages  in  strength  and  number  fiir 
superior  to  ourselves,  and  now  notoriously 
at  the  disposal  and  ready  im{^icitly  to 
«bey  the  commands  of  a  foreign  enemy. 

From  these  circumstances,  your  Majesty 
^ill  little  wonder  at  the  repeated  ill  suc- 
cess which  your  commissioners  have  met 
ynth  in  their  treaties  with  the  Caribbs. 
Not  content  with  refusing  to  relinquish 
the  least  part  ^f  those  vast  tracts  of  land 
which  they  hold  in  a  manner  useless  to 
^emselves,  and  prejudicial  to  your  Ma- 
jesty in  every  respect,  they  have  at  last,  in 
s  solemn  meeting  of  their  chiefs,  given 
their  final  determination  not  to  accept  of 
your  proffered  protection,  or  gracious  in- 
tentions towards  them,  and  never  to  swear 
allegiance  to  your  Majesty,  or  consider 
themselves  as  govei^ned  by  or  subject  to 
the  crown  of  Great  Britain.  And  just 
iiow,  when  a  due  attention  to  your  Ma- 
jesty's rights  and  to  the  safety  of  this 
ttlipd  had  induced  the  legisJalure  to  exert 
their  authority  to  compel  the  intruders  to 
quit  possession  of  the  crown  lands,  the 
Caribbs,  instigated  no  doubt  by  those  dis- 
sppoioted  adventurers,  have  again  blocked 
up  Uie  road  close  to  the  windward-most 
scttlemeiit  made  by  your  Majesty's  sub- 
jects. Thus  are  we  daily  exposed  to  the 
insults  of  savages,  who,  whilst  they  tfavel 
armed  and  unmolested  through  our  coun- 
ty at  pleasure,  forbid  us  everpr  intercourse 
or  communication  with  their  lands ;  and 
^e  are  forced  tamely  to  submit  (within 
the  narrow  compass  of  a  small  island)  to 
*^  a  distind  race  of  lawless  people  pass 
sod  repass  amongst  us,  over  whom  (let 
them  commit  what  foul  crimes  or  disor^ 
ders  the^  please)  our  civil  policy  has  nei- 
ther jurisdiction  nor  authontv. 

Permit  ustoobserve,  witKiA  due  respect, 
^bat  yo^r  Mf^as^'s  subjtoU  ji|i  this  island 
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purdiased  the  crown  lands  at  no  idconsi- 
derable  prices;  and  that  they  have  adven- 
tured their  health  and  fortune,  and  strained 
their  utmost  credit,  m  the  proaeciition  of 
settlements  already  beneficial,  and  likelj. 
to  be  extremely  advantageous  to  your  Ma*  ^ 
jesty*s  revenue.  This  they  did  under  firm 
assurance  of  your  royal  protection ;  and 
that  nothine  would  be  wanting  to  put  their 
persons  and  properties  on  as  secure  a  foot- 
ing as  those  of  subjectt  in  the  sister  islaadsf 
They  hoped  too,  that  ere  long  the  inosl 
valuable  parts  of  the  island  were  to  bo 
settled  in  like  manner  by  o^er  firitisii 
subjects,  whose  numbers  wouklhaveadded 
streneth  and  security  to  the  poa|«ssions  of 
the  whole ;  and  who,  by  bearing  a  share 
of  the  public  taxes  and  duties,  would  in 
some  measure  have  eased  the  first  settlers 
from  a  burthen  which  they  arebut  little  able 
to  support.  Instead  of  these  prospects,  we 
have  the  melancholy  one  of  beholding  our 
lives  and  properties  left  to  the  mercy  of 
savages,  bound  by  no  ties  civil  or  religious^ 
disaffected  to  your  Majesty,  and  ill-dis* 
posed  towards  your  subjects;  of  seeing 
the  whole  extensive  windward  side  of  dw 
island  in  their  possession,  and  likely  ever 
to  remain  in  a  state  of  nature,  useless  to 
your  Majesty,  and  dangerous  to  ourselves; 
of  finding  ourselves  without  a  military 
force  sufficient  to  reduce  the  Indians  to 
obedience,  or  even  to  defend  us  against 
them  in  case  of  an  attack;  and  of  fore- 
seeing, that  if  these  our  intestine  enemies 
are  still  suffered  to  remain  in  the  country 
op  their  present  footing,  a  dedaradon  of 
war  between  your  Migesty  and  the  crowii 
of  France,  at  any  future  day,  will  be  opened 
with  the  immediate  destruction  of  alf  youe 
Majesty's  rights,  and  our  possessions,  and^ 
perhaps  too  with  the  masracre  of  all  your 
subjects  in  this  island  of  St.  Vincent. 

It  is  not  for  us  to  dictate  to  the  wisdom 
of  your  Majesty's  councils  trhat  measures 
to  resolve  on  in  so  dangerous  a  crisis;  yet 
we  cannot  but  observe,  that  thesuffenng 
such  a  separate  empire  as  these  Indians 
claim,  witnin  your  majesty's  dominions, 
is  not  only  incompatible  with  ^e  safety  of 
your  subjects,  but  highly  derc^tonr  from 
the  honour  and  dignity  of  the  British 
crown ;  that  lenity,  and  every  humane  ex« 
pedient  to  bring  them  to  a  reasonable  sob* 
jection,  have  now  been  long  tried  without 
success;  that  with  natures  incapable  of 
gratitude  or  sentiment,  the  mild  hand  of 
benevolence  evidently  loses  its  eflfect;  and 
lastly,  that  a  continuance  6f.  th^  same  in* 
dulgenees  to  the  Carihhs  will  only  senr# 
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(m  it  has  slrtadj  ddne][  to  inCTMte  Iheir 
kiioleiioK)  and  caanoi  nul  of  betog  even- 
f ually  the  greatest  cnieity  to  the  subjects 
•f  this  island*  Hbh.  Suakpx,  Pcesident. 
JoHH  OiuERTy  Speaker  of  the  Assemblj. 

]pxtract  of  a  Letter  from  Governor 
Melvill  ta  Lord  Hillsborough,  dated 
Grenada.  5th  Juljr,  1770. 

•  I  obsenre  what  your  lordship  says,  in 
idatton  to  the  free  negroes  or  bbck  inha« 
Utants  of  St.VfneeDt  (who  havidg  partly 
intermixed  with  the  native  yellow  lodians, 
are  pretty  commonljr  styled  here  the  black 
CarifalM,  and  sometimes  in  England  the 
wild  negroes.) 

:  There  have  been  latelT  here  idiout  ^% 
of  the  roost  sensible  of  tnemy  iiii  three  dif* 
fei«nt  boats ;  and  they  have  been  at  moch 
pains  with  me,  to  express  their  h%h  respect 
mr  and  obedience  to  his  Majesty's  govern** 
ment,  denying  any  attachment  to  the 
French;  and  saying  that  this  is  only  al- 
lied agamst  them  by  their  enemies,  who 
want  to  sell  or  buy  their  lands,  and  have 
made  the  Eine  angry  with  them,  who  gave 
such  good  otders  about  them  at  first,  and 
Nmnid  not  have  taken  any  of  their  lands 
from  them,  but  have  left  them  auietly  to 
possess  them,  or  sell  them  at  toeir  own 
price ;  meaning  thereby,  as  I  understood, 
chiefly,  if  not  entirely,  the  parcels  of  iand 
tphich  thejr  actually  occupy,  and  are  living 
on.  In  answer,  I  did  auow  Uieir  having 
behaved  themselves  very  quietly  at  all  times 
while  I  have  been  in  the  ffoveroment,  hot 
Reproached  them  with  thiee  things.    )• 

^  That  they  had  not  obeyed,  but  in  a  veiy 
small  number,  a  proclamation  which  I  had 
issned,  in  conformity  to  hb  Majesty's  in^ 
itraciions,  and  by  the  advice  of  the  eoun- 
eil  of  St  Vincent,  in  1767,  requiring  them 
to  come  in  and  take  the  oaths,  as  faithful 
anbfecis  to  the  Kmg.  2.  That  thef  had 
been  always  in  the  practice  of  carrying  on 
an  illicit  tvftde  with  the  French  islands, 
aasd  bringing  fire-arms  and  ammunition 
firom  them.  And,  UDttly,  that  thev  had 
obstructed,  and   at  last  preventecl,  the 

.  nompletmg  of  a  road  in  their  country,  and 
ether  operations  by  his  Majesty's  com* 
flUBsioners,  acting  by  his  Majesty's  orders. 

•  As  to  the  first,  some  only  asserted  their 
am  having  heard  of,  ethers  tbiir  not  hav* 
ing  weU  understood  the  proclamation  t  but 
Ulaiimied,  that  it  did  net  proceed  firom 
'any  attadunent  to  the  king  of  France,  or 
ii  want  of  it  to-  our  £ing.  As  to  the  se- 
eaod,  they  did  not  deny  it,  but  endea- 
iei|ie4  to  exiemsate  their  intefceuise  ^rith 


the  French  islands^  by  saying  it  wsfrnot 
so  great  as  alleged,  but  only  that  tone 
went  to  sell  tobacco,  and  other  little  arti- 
cles, which  they  could  not  dowithuSySod 
might  sometimes  bring  back  fire-srais  sod 
ammunition,  which  were  only  fiar  the  use 
of  lolling  game  in  the  woooi;  peniitiog 
likewise,  tmit  the  story  of  the  akirmtifa  be- 
tween Uie  canoes  and  the  Englisb  tloop 
was  an  absolute  fiilsehood,  as  it  reaUj  ap- 
pears to  have  been.  And,  as  totheltft 
of  my  charges,  th^  said  they  did  not  be- 
lieve it  was  the  King  himself,  but  those 
that  were  their  enemies,  and  had  iotereit 
to  be  against  them,  that  wanted  to  eell  or 
buy  their  lands  without  their  own  cooseDt ; 
and  which  the  King  wouki  not  do,  tf  (n 
knew  they  were  cUasirous  of  renudoiog 
quiet  and  good  subjects. 

Whether  these  people  have  been  pe^ 
suaded  to  hold  this  language  by  some  pe^ 
sons  at  St.  Vmoent,  or  indaeed  by  Moe 
ideas  getting  amongst  them,  that  an  er- 
traonmiary  force  is  to  be  brought  to  oter- 
awe  them,  I  know  not;  but,  although  I 
never  had  any  instructions  relating  to  them 
since  the  general  ones  (which  were  so  in- 
du^nt  and  favourable),  excepting  an  or- 
der to  give  the  cemmissioners  all  pro- 
per support  and  assistance  in  their  ope- 
rations respecting  them,  yet  I  thooglit 
it  a  part  of  my  general  dotjr,  as  gorerDor 
of  St.  Vmoent,  to  dismiss  them,  as  far » I 
could,  with  strong  impressions  oif  obedience 
to  the  King ;  and  therefore  ceadoded 
with  detailing  to  them  the  great  poirer  of 
his  Majesty,  as  well  as  his  eminent  justice, 
humanity,  and  goodness ;  and  strongi?  le- 
coromended  to  them,  not  only  as  a  dotf, 
but  for  their  own  sakes,  to  respect  m 
obey  his  authority  in  all  cases  whatevff, 
through  the  commissioners  or  othen. 
With  such  dbposttions  they  have  appa- 
rentlv  gone  bnck,  and  I  hope  tbey  will 
equatty  communicate  them  to  all  the  rest 

Extract  of  a  Lbtter  from  tlie  Earl  of 

,  Hillsborough    to  Governor  MelviDi 

dated  Whitehall,  21  April,  1770. 

These,  Sir,  are  all  the  commands  I  hire 
to  signifv  to  you  firom  his  Ma|es^»  relt- 
tive  to  the  ieiand  of  Grenada;  nor  an  I 
yet  able  to  give  yon  any  particular  io- 
stmctions  with  respect  to  the  sdaod  of  St 
Vincent,  which,  onmceoont  of  Us  titastua 
with  respect  to  the  btock  Caribbs,  '»» 
moch  an  obyect  of  attention. 
^  The  measures  which  it  may  be  propff 
to  pursue,  Ibr  Inducing  these  ssvages  to 
aekaowledgeiyt  Maje«q^'e  .iovsreigB^i 
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and  to  tobrait  to  the  just  andhomaae  con- 
ditions whicb  have  been  o&red  to  tbem, 
are  now  onder  cooaideralioii ;  and  iMroper 
iostmctioiu  will  be  given  in  time,  for  any 
opention  it  may  be  thought  adviaable  to 
enter  upon.  In  the  mean  time,  it  ought 
to  be  wellcooaidered,  whether  it  may  not  be 
necessary,  for  the  general  security  of  that 
island,  that  some  balte'riea  should  be  erect- 
ed for  the  defence  of  the  principal  har> 
boors  and  landing-pkces,  and  wnat  can- 
non and  atoren  will  be  wanted.  And  as  I 
have  no  napera  before  me  that  wtU  enable 
me  to  jooce  with  precision  of  what  may  be 
requisite  ror  tbb  purpose,  it  is  the  King's 
pleasure,  that  if  there  is  an  engineer  at 
Grenada  that  can  be  ^ared,  he  should  be 
employed  in  making  such  survey  of  the, 
island  of  St.  Vincent,  as  will  enable  you  to 
make  a  full  report  to  me  of  what  shall  be 
judged  necessary,  both  as  to  the  places 
vbeie  it  naay  be  prooer  to  erect  batteries, 
and  what  cannon  ana  stores  it  will  be  pro- 
per to  send  from  hence. 

LsTTRR  from  Lieutenant  Governor 
Fitzmaurice  to  the  Earl  of  Hillsbo- 
rough, dated  Grenada,  12th  Feb. 
1770. 

My  lord;  since  I  haifie  hst  had  the  ho- 
WMMT  of  writing  to  your  lordship  coDCem- 
iog  the  Caribba  of  St.  Vinceni,  no  event 
litt  happened  there  by  which  a  judgment 
iBay  be  fonsied  what  tW  conduct  is  likely 
to  prove^  whenever  his  Majesty's  instruc- 
tions for  the  sale  of  thekndson  the  wind- 
ward side  of  that  island  shall  be  onried 
intoexecutiea;  at  present,  however,  they 
tppear  to  be  quiet ;  nor  has  any  disturb* 
ttice  happened  in  consequence  of  the  im- 
prisonment of  one  of  their  chiefs,  who  Is 
accused  of  having  set  fire  to  the  bouse  of 
t  person  in  whom  they  ftmnerly  had  con- 
fidence, b«t  who  they  thought  bad  betray- 
ed them. 

In  this  sitoBtion,  I  have  not  thought 
nprtdf  at  liberty  to  make  any  requisition 
^troops  from  Uie  commander  in  chief  of 
^  Majesty's  forces  in  North  Antferica. 
But  I  stin  apprehend  it  witt  be  prudent,  if 
^A^tkMw  necessary,  whenever  mea- 
^  are  taken  for  the  disposal  of  the 
ms  dumed  by  the  Caribbs,  to  have  a 
r«>ter  force  tlum  is  at  present  in  these 
wands,  in  order  to  retain  them  in  that  awe 
^dattbasission  to  bis  Majesty*^  pleasure 
concemiag  them,  which  the  mildest  treat- 
>^Qt  cannot  alone  insure  from  a  people  on 
*^  professions  there  can  be  no  depen- 
^^A0«>  IaaSyl0»  UllttSBS  FlTSM AUittcx. 
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Extract  from  the  Report  of  the  Com- 
missioners for  the  Sale  of  Lands  in 
the  Ceded  Islands,  to  tlie  Lords  Com- 
missioners for  Trade,  and  Plantations), 
dated  July  26th,  1769. 

Having  finished  every  thing  necessary 
for  Uiis  year  at  Grenada,  we  embarked  for 
St.  Vincent,  where^  in  obedience  to  our 
instructions  from  the  lords  oommissionefs 
of  his  Majesty's  Treasury^  relating  to  the 
settlement  of  the  windward  ipart  of  tliat 
island,  before  we  attempted  any  measures 
that  might  occasion  the  least  alarm  among 
the  Caribbs,  we  bad  taken  every  preoats^ 
tion  direct^  by  their  lordships,  and  used 
all  possible  means  of  maldng  tbem  ac*> 
qnamted  with  bis  Majesty's  gracious  dio* 
position  towards  them;  and  for  that  pinv 
pose  employed  different  persons,  whom  wo 
thought  to  have  the  greatest  ii^ueneo 
over  theniy  aa  emissariea,  to  exnlaio  the 
arran^nsents  intended;  and  had  several 
interviews  with  many  of  them  in  their  own 
eountry,  where  we  went  to  meet*  Froas 
the  temper  of  those  with  whom  weeeiir 
versed,  and  tho  reports  we  had  of  the  seiMk 
timentsofthe  rest,  we  dkl  not  concetvo 
any  difficultv  "would  arise  in  tiie  execution 
of  their  lorcbhips*  instructions;  we  theres- 
fore  diveisted  the  surveyors  to  begin  a  road 
•t  the  river  Coobimafon,  which  is  the 
boundary  of  the  cooatry  churned  by  th# 
Caribbs ;  jodffing  that  the  mostufieftd  $te^ 
to  set  out  with,  as  it  woirid  open  a  eeas^ 
munication  with  the  settled  part  .of  th# 
isfamd,  and  thereby  render  the  land  nwro 
valuable,  give  an  opportunity  of  discover- 
ing the  number  and  situation  of  the  Ca;' 
ribbs,  «id  at  the  Same  time  greatly  facili- 
tate the  aurvey  of  the  country.  With  thia 
road  the  surveyors  proceeded  to  a  place 
called  Massenca,  «bout  eight  miles  dis- 
tant, in  n  straight  line  from  where  they 
began.  In  the  course  of  their  work  they 
met  with  some  few  Indians,  who  appeared 
diseoatented  at  the  progress  of  the  road^ 
and  beard  rumours  of  an  Intended  oppo« 
sitioD  to  the  coatinuation  of  it,  which  in«* 
duced  us  to  request  of  the  governor  of  tho 
island  a  party  of  soldiers  to  protect  the 
surveyors  in  the  execution  of  then'  doty. 
Afler  the  part^  was  granted,  the  business 
was  for  some  time  carried  on  without  in« 
terruption,  or  further  shew  of  discontent 
amongst  the  Caribbs:  in  so  much  that  it 
was  judged  inconvenient  and  unnecessary 
that  the  regiment  should  have  a  large  de* 
tadiment  at  so  great  a  distance  from  thar 
barracks,  no  more  than  a  Serjeant's  guardl 
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was  contloued.  On  the  approach  of  the 
*«tirf eyors  near  Masseri6a»  it  was  thought 
|>roper  to  build  some  uew  huts,  and  to  ad- 
vance the  soldiera  more  into  the  country, 
that  they  might  be  at  hand  to  give  any  as- 
sistance, if  required.  This  occasioned 
fresh  discontents,  and  it  was  therefore 
judged  necessary  to  increase  the  guard  to 
the  number  of  forl^  men ;  who,  on  their 
march  towards  the  huts  prepared  for  their 
reception,  were  stoppea  by  some  of  the 
black  Indians,  acquainting  them,  that  a 
large  party  was  assembled,  and  determined 
to  oppose  their  taking  possession  of  the 
huts ;  and  that  they  would,  not  suffer  the 
JSnglish  to  carry  on  the  road  into  the 
country,  or  to  have  any  settlement  there ; 
•nd  that  they  did  not  acknowledge  any 
obedience  to  the  King  of  Great  Britain, 
or  to  the  French  king,  being  a  free  peo- 
ple. To  these  threats  the  soldiers  paid  no 
Attention,  but  marched  up  to  the  post; 
where  they  discovered  a  party  of  Indians 
assembled,  about  SpO  in  number,  well 
«noed,  who  after  some  dtercations  were 
prevailed  upon  by  arguments  to  retire  to  a 
amall  distance,  where  they  remained  in 
arms.  Soon  afterwards  intelligence  was 
brought  to  the  president  of  the  island,  that 
the  Indians  had  surrounded  the  party 
posted  in  the  country,  and  cut  off  their 
communication  of  the  road,  so  that  no 
provisions  or  succours  could  be  conveyed 
to  them,  which  occasioned  a  considerable 
alarm  in  the  island ;  and  it  was  judged  ex- 
pedient to  march  out  the  remainder  of  the 
regiment  to  their  relief.  Sir  William 
youne  beine  the  only  commissioner  on 
the  island,  thought  proper,  on  behalf  of 
the  board,  to  communicate  to  the  presi- 
dent our  instructions  on  this  subject ;  and 
was  clearly  of  opinion,  that  nothing  was  to 
be  undertaken  in  the  present  weak  state 
of  the  colony,  that  might  endanger  the 
^  peace  and  security  thereof;  and  that,  by 
the  instructions,  no  authority  was  given  to 
commence  hostilities ;  and  as  it  appeared 
impracticable  to  carry  into  execution  the 
plan  for  settling  that  part  of^the  country, 
in  the  manner  directed  by  their  lordships 
(that  is,  with  a  mild  and  gentle  hand), 
that  he  did  no  longer  require  the  aid  of 
his  Majesty's  troops  to  support  the  sur- 
veyors :  as  will  appear  by  his  letter  to  the 
president,  a  copy  of  which  we  have  the  ho- 
nour herewith  to  transmit  to  your  lord- 
ships ;  and  by  the  other  letters  which  are 
also  sent,  your  lordships  may  be  the  better 
enabled  to  judge  of  the  behaviour  of  the 
Caribbs  oa  this  occasion. 


Papers  rotating  io  the  ^ 

At  a  meeting  of  the  board  soon  ader^ 
wards,  sir  William  Young  communicated 
to-  the  commissioners  what  had  passed, 
and  what  he  had  declared  on  their  behalf 
to  the  president,  which  was  unanimousiy 
approved  of;  and  orders  were  iromedi' 
ately  given  to  the  surveyors  to  desist  from 
any  further  surveys  in  the  country. 

Notwithstanding  this  caution,  and  tlie 
great  p2iins  since  taken  to  assure  the  Ca< 
ribbs  they  would  be  permitted  to  remain 
in  perfect  peace  and  tranquillity  till  the 
King's  further  pleasure  should  be  known, 
and  that  their  safety  and  happiness  de- 
pended on  their  future  good  behaviour, 
they  have  even  proceeded  to  acts  of  vio- 
lence, without  the  least  provocation ;  they 
have  blocked  up  in  many  places  the  bi^b 
road  we  had  caused  to  be  traced  into  the 
country ;  burnt  the  houses  of-  a  person 
employed  by  us  on  behalf  of  his  Majesty, 
merely  because  he  had  been  useful  in  the 
service ;  and  have  threatened  other  out- 
rages, and  particularly  (as  we  have  received 
intelligence}  formed  a  design  to  burn  his 
Majesty's  barracks  at  Prince's  Bay,  baiil 
at  a  very  great  expence,  and  in  the  centre 
of  a  settled  part  of  the  country,  at  a  great 
distance  from  what  they  inhabit  or  claim. 

The  instructions  we  have  now  from 
their  lordships  are,  in  our  humble  opi- 
nions, as  proper  as  any  that  could  have 
been  devised,  for  the  purpose  of  settling 
the  windward  part  or  the  country;  but 
experience  now  shews  us,  that  it  will  be 
impossible,  without  imminent  danger  to 
the  colony,  to  complete  any  settlements 
or  arrangements  with  them,  let  the  terms 
proposed  be  ever  so  tender  or  advantage- 
ous, without  a  force  sufficient  to  restrain 
and  awe  them  into  obedience ;  for  wbich 
purpose  it  will  be  highly  necessa^  to 
nave  a  considerable  military  force  upon 
the  island,  before  we  again  attempt  to 
carry  our  instructions  into  execution,  a* 
we  nnd  their  numbers  greatly  exceed  what 
we  formerly  apprehended. 

We  have  the  greatest  reason  to  tbinj^f 
that  suffering  the  Caribbs  to  remain  in 
their  present  state  will  be  very  dangerous, 
and  may  at  some  period  prove  fiital  to  the 
inhabitants  of  the  country ;  as  their  situa* 
tion,  surrounded  with  woods,  makes  a^J 
access  to  them,  for  the  purpose  of  execut- 
ing justice,  totally  impracticaUe;  and  they 
will  from  thence  be  capable  of  committjog 
all  outrages  unpunished;  of  harbouring 
the  slaves  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  if  iajd, 
as  well  as  of  all  the  neighbouriog  isi^o^^ 
9f  sheltedog  among  them  vagabonds  aD<^ 
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deflertert  frdm  the  French ;  and,  in  rase  of 
a  rupture  vrkh  Frai\ce,  it  is  probable^they 
will  join  in  dbtressing  the  inhabitants, 
lod  io  attempting  to  conquer  the  island. 

We  can  now  assure  your  lordships,  that 
the  countrj  is  full  as  extensive  as  it  was 
even  represented ;  the  soil  excellent,  and 
perfectly  well  adapted  to  the  cultivation 
«f  su^r;  andy  if  the  plan  of  settlement 
id  carried  into  execution,  will  be  equal  to 
aoy  of  his  Majesty's  islands  in  these  seas. 

Representation  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
to  the  King,  dated  29th  March,  1770. 

May  it  please  your  Majesty ;  the  com- 
missioners  for  the  sale  of  your  Majesty's 
lands  in  the  ceded  islands,  in  the  West 
Indies,  having  made  to  us  a  report  of  their 
proceedings  io  the  last  year,  in  the  exe- 
cution of  their  commission,  which  report 
we  did  not  receive  till  this  day,  we  think 
it  our  duty  to  lose  no  time  in  humbly  lay- 
ing before  your  :Majesty  the  annexed  ex- 
tract of  so  much  of  the  said  report  as  re- 
lates to  their  transactions  in  the  island  of 
St.  Vincent ;  to  the  difficulties  they  met 
with  ill  earrying  their  instructions  into 
execution  in  that  island,  from  the  opposi- 
tion given  to  the  survey  thereof  by  the 
black  Caribbs ;  and  to  the  peril  and  dan- 
ger to  which  the  inhabitants  of  the  said 
island,  and  the  security  of  the  island  itself 
itandexposedf  from  the  hostile  and  violent 
disposition'  of  those  savages :  and  as  we 
do  entirely  concur  in  opinion  with  yoi|r 
Ma|e8ty's  said  commissioners,  that  it  will 
be  impossible,  without  imminent  danger 
to  the  colony,  ia  complete  the  settlenient 
of  that  very  important  and  valuable  island, 
without  such  a  considerable  military  force 
Bs  shall  be  sufficient  to  induce  the  said 
savages  to  acknowledge  your  Majesty's 
title  to  St.  Vincent,  and  to  submit  to  the 
measures  ordered  by  your  Majesty  to  be 
pursued  for  the  settlement  of  it :  we  there- 
fore humbly  beg  leave  to  submit  this 
toatter  to  your  Majjesty,  as  renuiring  im- 
iDediate  consideration.  Which  is  roost 
humbly  submitted.  Soame  Jenyns,  Geo. 
fiiCE,  Wm.  Fitzherbert,  Lisburnb. 

"^e  Memorial  of  sundry  Proprietors  of 
Lands  in  St.  Vincent,  now  in  Lon- 
don, in  behalf  of  themselves  and  the 
Planters  of  that  Island. 

Humbly  sheweth ;  that  nearly  two  thirds 
^  the  cultivable  apd  best  lands  of  St. 
Vincent  remain  in  the  possession  of  the 
black  Caribbs,  but  a  very  small  proportion 
of  which  has  ever  yet  bsien  dwnd  of 
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woods,  as  may  appear, upon  examination* 
of  a  map  in  the  possession  of  sir  WiUiaaa 
Young,  his  Majesty's  first  commissioner 
for  the  sale  of  lands  in  the  ceded  islands* 

That  by  the  culture  of  such  lands  as  are 
at  present,  and  must  for  ever  be  unneces- 
saiy  to  that  people,  his  Majesty's  reve- 
nue will  be  greatly  i^preased;  and^from 
the  accession  of  inhabitants  the  island 
may^  in  some  degree,  be.  rendered  defea* 
sibfe. 

"  That  in  obedience  to  his  Majesty's  iii« 
structions  to  his  commissioners,  to  sett 
such  lands  as  fhall  remain  unoccupied^ 
afler  allotting  to  the  Caribbs  very  suSci* 
ent  quantities  forx  their  support  and 
happiness^  every  measure  had  been  pusw^ 
suea  by  the  commissioners  that  could  tend 
to  conciliate  their  affections,  aiid  mako 
them  sensible  of  his  Majesty's  most  graci- 
ous intentions  respecting  them* 

That  they  nevertheless,  from  ground* 
less  fears  and  jealousies,  assembled  in  aroisy 
very  much  to  the  terror  of  .the  inhabit* 
ants:  ^that  they  denied  the  sovereignty  of 
the  Kmg,  and  obliged  the  surveyors  to  re* 
tire  witVprectpitation  from  that  part  of 
the  country,  as  hath  been  before  repr** 
seoted  in  an  Address  to  hisMajesty  uom 
the  legislature* 

That  the^  live  vrithout  order,  or  any 
hiws  for  their  good  government :  that  tlie 
barbarities  exercised  by  them  upon  the 
native  Indians,  who  first  aSbrded  them 
protection,  have  been  such,  that  the  feir 
who  are  left  alive  have  been  compelled  to 
seek  an  asylum  amongst  his  Majesty's 
subiects. 

That  they  applied  to  count  D'Enneryt 
the  governor  of  Martinique,  for  assistance 
of  men  and  arm^  to  drive  the  English 
from  the  island ;  and  proposed  to  him,  on 
their  parts,  to  set  fire  to  their  settlements* 

That  they  seiaed  and  sold,  in  the  neigh* 
bouring  French  islands,  several  n^ro 
slaves  belonging  to  the  planters  of  8t«  Vin* 
cent;  some  of  whom  were  very  lately  re* 
stored  to  their  owners  by  order  of  th* 
French  governor. 

That  it  is  not  the  wish  of  your  meme* 
rialists,  from  what  hath  been  related,  Qm 
the  Caribbs  should  be  otherwise  dealt  with 
than  in  a  manner  entirely  beoomins  huma* 
nity.  They  pray  only  that  his  MajeShr 
wiu  be  graciously  pleased  to  extend  hie 
protection  to  themselves,  that,  as  they  de* 
sire  not  the  destruction  of  othera,  they  be 
secured  in  their  own  lives  and  properties  s 
which  they  humbly  conceive  can  never  be 
effected  whilsl  the  Caribba  aiepeBnitfei 


to  i«iimm  in  cbeir  ptMent  itwlan  tto1», 

of  the  Maod ;  throu^  which,  4n  a  future 
war,  iri^  Mi^eafy^B  isubjecto  wiH  at  all  thnes 
te  fespoaed  to  the  sudden  inouMiohg  of  an 
etfomy* 

•  <T%at  yennr  (neroortaltsts  bdlieire,  from 
dieir  knowledge  of  the  nature  aind  dispo- 
sttions  of  the  Caribbv,  diat  if  a  force  aufB- 
cJttnt  to  reduce  them  was  speedily  to  be 
sent  to  the  island,  thev  would  acknowledge 
the  soverejghty  and  dotnain  of  his  Majes- 
tlfi  flAd  that  every  necessary  arrange- 
ment ^ight  be  Mde'with  fhcility,  and  per- 
hftM  withoot  the  loss  of  one  lifh. 

That  jTOUr  ^ORiOfiahsdt  do  not  scppfe- 
kttid  that  «inv  6ther  force  would  be  reoui- 
stteto  efeet  ibis  purpose,  than  tlie  uddi- 
tion  of  a  'regiment  te  the  one  already  m 
the  isiahd,  'With  a  d^tachanent  from  tbf t 
in  Antigua;  mid  such  other  assistance  as 
iday^'cOHvdnieiitly  gi^n  by  the  oom- 
manderof  his  Majosty's  sqnadroo  stationed 
in  those  sells.         ' 

That  if  the  above  forces  arrive  in  St. 
Ytao^t  some  time  in  the  month  of  April, 
j^our  •ttiemoi^iaKvts  are  'persuaded  that  the 
whole^boslbess  «nay  be  completed  before 
file  Wot^season  sets  ih. 

Your  memorialists  further  represent  to 
ytmr  lord!ih«p9,  ^hat  the  hiland  of  St.  Yin* 
oent,  frbiti  the  *want  of  proper  forts  and 
batteries,  fs^in  «6  defenceless  a  state,  that 
it  w31,  in 'time  of  war,  be  constantly  ex- 
posed tb  %he  attadcs  of  pfivdteers ;  from 
whieh  'a  number  of  the  enemy  toay  at  any 
Slnielivid  •  and  destroy  the  estates,  'without 
a  possibilitv  of  any  effectual  opposition 
b^ntg  made;  and  that  although  orders 
■houidbetmniediately  sent  (br  the  purpose, 
yiet 'tile  difficulty  of  procuring  artificer  to 
imdertttke'and  'bulla  public  works  is  so 
great,  ttis^  much  time  tnMt  necessarily 
etajMe in  oafTying  themiinto>execution. , 
<  That  they  aMrehend  your  lordahftos 
will'thiolk  theisiiittd  of 'St  Vincent  well 
worth  ttae/pani^utair  attention  of  govem- 
asitotyJwhaniyourliMpdshios^ll  be:  pleased 
to  consider,  that  in  the  nrst  place,  its  own 
MBoantes  liive,  •even  in  ks  infant  state, 
tfxde^d  the'etcpeiioe  of  iu  support ;  ami 
in*  the  neat, 'diat' what  your  fnemorialists 
now'fsairfiie'ibr  the  disiSftnce  of  the  island 
is -less  tlkaiitHII  ble  tbe>art(hon}it  of  the  duty 
«pon  siijgMr  Oom  4t,  to  be  imported  th$S 
year  onfy'lntfo  EBgtaiid,'«diheil^  not^«m« 
iMth  p*rt  of^  the  landte  'yet  ptodted'iH'tii 
aanea. 
'  rPbat  ^aMiGMgh  4hey  have  purchased 


pordiaie  money  not  yA  Mftisfel);  hm 
cvpebdled  iaffge  auMis  of  «non^  in  the  cul- 
tivation and  settlement  of  their 'estates; 
and  although  they  acre  obi%ed  to  psvs 
heavy  island  tax,  there  being  no  ftns  tban 
6,0001.  sterling  refised  in  1769^  bsiides  ps- 
rbchial  assessments  ft>r  die  iuppm  of  in- 
oambents,  repairs  of  cbva-dhes,  tasinte- 
rftuice  of  the  poor,  &c.  besides  tales  rased 
in  the  towns  for  their  better  regulatioo ; 
and  rather  a  proba|)ility  qf  the  oonotry  tax 
increasing  than  diminishiog,  as  no  fundi 
have  yet  been  raised  for  erecting  gaols, 
and  6thcr\  public  buildings;  yet  as  they 
are  desirous  to  manifel^t  their  sffectionate 
duty  to  his  Majesty,  and  to  shew  them- 
selves in  fevery  instance  deserving  of  the 
faare  and  protection  of  his  government, 
they  are  satisfied  (unet^al  as  fhey  area! 

})resemtosuch  an  addrtionlil  burthen)  to 
av  the  tax  of  four  and  a  half  per  cent,  by 
a  law  of  their  own  iegisiature,  upon  the 
same  establishment  as  it  is  laid  and  levied 
in  Barbadoes,  by  an  act  of  that  bland,  io 
expectation  that  proper  arrangenDenU  be 
made'to  Secure  therr  properties  from  the 
attacks  of  an  eneniy,  and  their  farotiiei 
from  the;  insults  and  massacre  of  savages. 
Thht  a  sum  not  exceeding  QOfiOOL  be 
granted  for  putting  the  island  in  a  proper 
state  of  (fefence;  and  that  a  regitnsntba 
Stationed  in  it. 

All  which  matters  your  memoriaKsts 
humbly  b^  heave  to  offer  to  your  lord- 
Mps*  consideration,  and  to  request  your 
lordships'  intercession  with  his  Majesty  on 
tbsir  behalf;  and  your  memorialists  shall 
dver  pray,  dire.  RtcHA'RD  Maitlakd, 
Agent,  Tho.  Hackshaw,  Wat.  J«*- 
KINS,  Wm.  Young,  RtbiiARD  OWi^» 
€•  P.  Sharpb,  Wm,  Titbhugh. 

London,  6Sd  Jan.  1770. 

Deposition  of  John  Quinland. 

Si.  FsacwK. . 
Before  Gilbtert  Gillock,  esq.  one  of  bit 
Majesty's  Justices  Of  the  peace  for  wiA 
i^and,  pet'sonally  appeared  John  Quinland, 
nrnster  of  the  sloop  Ranger,  who  deposeth : 
Tltat  on  the  filst  instanl>he  departed  (rm 
the  Bay  of  Kingston  in  the  said  island,  to 
cruise  between  that  and  St*  Lucia,  pur- 
suant to  orders  received  from  the  presi- 
dent of  said  i^nd ;  on  which  station  he 
continued  till  the^  24th,  when  he  steered 
for,  and  came  to  an  anchbr  about  iite  ia 
the  irforning  in  the  bay  of  So*lfrf6W,  at  St 
LttcW;  ^that  en  his  arthrAl  there  lie  sent 
h{fliMirr«along  the  coast,  to  see  if  there 
Wti&ikiy^ltaM  canoes  !n  flie  oat-bayii 


EsjgrtiAm  igfim^Oer^ribbs. 


but  not 

imder  saS,  «p^«^gd  f^ong  th^  ijH^Jte 
Lucia  to  th^  ^utbtfArd ;  and  aft^iKardfi 
beio^  two  leagues  io  the  qhani^l  betvreeQ 
thatislan4  a^d  St*  Vinceott  he  discov^i^ed 
four  canoei^  which  proyed^  bl^clf:  Cari^bfl^ 
and  each  canoe  lo  h^ve  nineteeo  or  ipoce 
of  thosQ  people  on  board ;  that  hq  &;ed  to 
briog  them  to,  io  order  tp  examine  them* 
agreeably  to  bis  orders.;  on  which  thc^ 
immediately  puUcd  down  th^ir  sail|&  iai 
took  to  their  paddles^^  vial^ing  to^wacda.  the 
doop  as  fast  a^  they  could ;  that  the  sloop 
at  that  time  was  becaliped ;  and  Deceiving 
them  in  coipin^  up  to  lay  holq*  of  sopo^ 
musouets,  and  Having  but  nine  mei^  on 
board,  he  made  figns  for  only  one  of  the 
canoes  to  approacm  at  a  time :  that  not- 
withstanding they  persisted  to  come  up 
together;  on  which  he  fired  into  them, 
which  the^  returned,  and  rowed  on  with  a 
seeming  intention  to  board  the  vessel; 
that  soon  after  this  he  sunk  one  of  the  ca- 
noes at  a  distance,  and  a  little  ^me  after 
another,  the  crews  of  which  took  tp 
swimming  with  cutlasses  in  their  mouths, 
and  made  directly  toward?  tbe  sloop, 
which  they  very  near  reached  when  he 
sank  the  other  canoes  as  they  came  along 
aide;  that  th^y  still  persisted  to  board, 
which  he  prevented  by  opposing  them  as 
they  endeavoured  to  get  up  the  sides^  by 
dtttroying  them  with  baiyone^;  that  by 
thi^  means  he  killed  most  of  them ;  and  the 
wind  springing  up,  he  left  thosp  tl^at  rp- 
mainecl  to  shift  for  theipselvea*  The  depo* 
nent  further  adds,  that  tbpir  canoes  werp 
loaded  with  kegs,  from  wbich  he  saw  tbem 
supply  themselves  with  cartridges  to  load 
their  arms;  apd  .t^Iiat  earljjT  ^v^  tlie  en- 
gagement hp^  bad  two  men  kiUpd,  mi  one 
wounded! 

August  29,  1769. 

Obders  for  the  Masters  of  the  Armed 
Vessels. 

You  are  to  cniise  .i^bput  th^  island  in 
Wh  places  as  froiQ  tiqop  to  time  shall  ap- 
pear to  you  moat  expedient ;  pn4  in  casp 
of  your  meeting  with  any  oar^y  of  Caribb% 
who  hayp  bpen  guilty  of  any  hostility  in 
fx^y  part  of  the  island,  or  to  ai\y  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's subjectfli,  you  are  to  do  your  endpp- 
yours  to  apprehend  any  sitf^b  Cai^hs ;  and 
ui  case  of  their  resistance,  or  your  bping 
usable  to  apprehpnd  tl^pm  witbout  force, 
yoa  are  to  takp  pU  oeccKtory  measures  for 
compelling  tbem  tp  iMbmission;  and  in 
^^  9K  J9tt¥  tw^  ]A^l%imc9  pf  pfijr 
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juch  part;  of  offending  Caribbs,  you  are 
tmrnediately  to  pursue  tlkem,  •     '  ' 

In  ease  of  your  meetings  or  seeing  at 
sea,  of  along  the  copst,  any  party  of 
Caribbi^  whom  yo^  i^ay  hay^  caupf  to 
susppct  to  be  going  on  ^v  i2|  design  to  apy 
part  of  the  islapd,  o^  shall  meertor  ^ee  movf 
than  two  pirogues  qf  Caribbs  in  company^ 
you  sJbiall  apprehend  the  same ;  a^d  in  casp 
of  their  resistance,  yv^l  are  to  i^e  neceSf 
sary  means  tp  compel  them.  In  case  vot^ 
shall  see  or  meet,  any  Cnribba  at  sea»  car- 
rying from  the  inland  a^^  skves,  or  ai^  cf 
them  importing  Lako  thp  island  any  prohi- 
hited  poma^(^Mes>  or  prms,  ^mmunitioo^ 
or  warl^ce  atpresi  yqu  are  to  apprehend 
them ;  pnd  in  casc^  of  resistance,  to  w 
necessary  meaof^  to  con\ppl  them.     ^  ^^ 

Letter  firom  Lieut.  Gov.  Fitzmaurice 
to  the  Earl  of  HHlsborough,  dated 
,  Grenada,  Sept.  24itb,  1769. 

My  lord;  upon  reppated  in^tq^^iif 
given  to  the  president  of  St.  Vincpn^ 
that  there  was  a  oonstant  cpimmifpicaf 
tion  maintained  between  the  spfcactory 
Caribbs  and  tbe  inhabit^nU,  of  t^p  ?r^pl^ 
island  of  tSt.  Lucit^;  pi^d  fay  whom^thi^ 
former  were  supplied  witti  warlike  aot^ 
munition,  as  weu  as  otbiar  forpign  mac* 
chandize  prohibited  to  be  im.ported  into 
British  colonies;  aii  armed  ves^,  by 
the  direction  oif  th^  two  branches  of  thf 
legislature,  and  the  instruaioos  of  which 
1  inclose  a  ciopy  to  your  lordship,  werf 
prepared  by  the  coi^ncil,^  and  given  by 
the  president  to  ^hp  cpptoin;  in  c^pnspr 
quence  pf  which  be  sipon  wep  ip  tbf 
channel,  bptween  St.  Vincpnt  and  St 
Lucia,  four  canopa,  with  a  considerablf 
number  of  anx^ed  Caribbs,  Who  not  only 
reaisted,  but  attacked  and  pndeaYoured  t^ 
board  hioi.  The  account  of  the  proceedr 
ings  is  contained  in  thp  deposition  of  tl^ 
captain,  whiqh  is  here  enclosed,  and  ^ 
which  there  is  no  reason  to  doubt  th^ 
truth.  What  effect  this  event  may  pro- 
duce is  not  easy  to  foresee;  but  I  nave 
not^ince  heard  of  any  disturbance. 

The  inhabitants  ofthat  colony  are  how* 
ever  impatient  to  learn  his  Majesty's  in* 
tentions  concerning  these  Indians,  and  arp 
frequently  apprehensive,  of  sadden  attackji 
from  them ;  the  greatest  dread  seems  to 
be,  that  they  will  set  fire  to  the  bujldinga 
and  plantations ;  the  presence  of  the  iroofm 
has  probably  contributed  to  prevent  hi- 
therto such  pttempt^.  1  have  the  honour 
tp  b^  ^Q.  V^Y««E»  F«x»«AV&iC#. 
9  • 
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Ljbttsr  from  the  Earl  of  Hillabcnrough 
to  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty,  dated 
WhitehaU,  April  16, 1772. 

My  lords ;  the  King  having  thought  fit 
to  dnrect  lieut.  general  Gagie  to  send  a 
force  from  North  America  to'the  island  of 
St.  Vinqent,  in  order  to  reduce  the  black 
Caribbs  of  that  island  to  a  due  submission 
to  his  Majesty's  authority  and  govern- 
ment;  and  it  bemg  of  material  conse- 
qjaenee  to  the  success  of  this  expedition, 
that  during  the  operation  of  the  King's 
troops  all  intercourse  should  be  prevented 
between  those  people  and  the  French 
king's  subjects  in  the  islands  of  Martinico 
«od  St.  Lucia,  and  that  the  Caribbs  should 
be  convinced  of  the  impossibility  of  their 
escaping  to  either  of  tnose  islands :  it  is 
his  Majesty's  pleasure,  that  your  lordships 
do  give  the .  neoessa^  directions  to  the 
commander  of  faiis  ^fajesly's  ships  upon 
the  Leeward  Island  station,  for  the  effec- 
tuating these  purposes;  6nd  that  he  do 
give  all  the  assistance  in  his  power  in  the 
conveyance  to  and  from  the  different 
ishinds  of  the  troops  which  may  be  neces- 
sary to  be  sent  to  St.  Vincent's,  and,  in 
general,  in  whatever  else  may  conduce  to 
the  carrying  his  Majesty's  intentions  into 
execution,  for  the  reduction  of  these  re- 
bellious savages. 

And  it  is  kho  his  Majesty's  pleasure, 
that  in  case  the  governor  of  Grenada  shdl 
find  it  necessary  to  itmove  the  Caribbs 
from  St.  Vincent's,  the  commander  of  his 
Majesty's  ships  do  appoint  a  proper  con- 
voy for  the  transports  that  are  to  convey 
them,  to  take  care,  on  the  one  hand,  to 
prevent  or  repress  any  attempts  they  may 
make  against  the  masters  of  the  trans- 
ports ;  and  on  the  other,  that  they  be 
treated,  during  their  passaee,  with  all  the 
humanity  their  situation  will  admit  of,  and, 
when  'set  on  shore,  that  the  supplies  in- 
tended for  them  be  faithfully  aelivered. 
t  am,  ^c  Hillsborough. 

^  Letter  from  the  Earl  of  Hillsborough 
to  Lord  Harrington,  Secretary  at  War, 
dated  Whltohidl,  April  16, 1772. 

My  lord;  the  King  having  thought  fit, 
upon  the  representations  that  have  been 
made  to  his  Majesty  of  the  danger  to 
which  the  island  of  St.  Vincent  is  exposed 
firom  the  hostile  and  rebellious  disposition 
4)f  the  Caribbs,  to  signify  his  commands, 
that  a  military  force  should  be  employed 
to  reduce  them  to  a  submission  to  his  Ma- 
.  jesty's  i^ovornnem,  and  that  iBuch  military 
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force  should  consist  of  such  part  of  the 
troops  now  stationed  in  the  ccSled  islaods 
,  as  can  be  spared  from  other 'n^cessa^ 
duties,  and  two  regiments  be  sent  from 
North  America ;  and  that  they  should^  if 
required  by  governor  Leybome,  be  joined 
by  the  regiment  in  the  Leeward  islands ; 
I  have  accordingly  signified  his  Majesty'i 
commands  for  that  purpose  to  lieatenant 
general  Gage,  to  governor  Leyborne,  to 
sir  William  Young,  and  to  sir  Ralph 
Payne ;  and  I  am  to  acquaint  your  lord- 
ship, that  it  is  his  Majesty's  pleasure,  that 
you   do   give  such  directions  in  cons^ 

auence  thereof  as  belong  to  your  lord- 
lip's  department.    I  am,  &c. 

Hillsborough. 

Letter  from  the  Earl  qf  Hilkboroagh 
to  Governor  Leyborne,  dated  Whit^ 
hall,  April  18, 1772.  [Separate  and 
Secret.] 

Sir ;  since  my  letter  to  you  pf  the  4th 
of  March  last,  your  dispatch.  No.  S,  and 
the  address  of  the  council  and  assembly 
of  St.  Vincent,' concerning  the  Caribbs, 
have  been  made  the  subject  matter  of  the 
serious  deliberations  of  his  Majesty's  cod- 
fidential  servants. 

The  representations  contamed  in  that 
address,  and  in  a  letter  from  the  commis- 
sioners for  the  sale  of  lands,  to  the  lords 
of  the  Treasury,  df  the  danger  to  which  the 
island  is  exposed,  from  the  hostile  dispMNi- 
tion  of  the  Caribbs,  and  the  declarations 
4hey  have  made,  that  they  not  only  w3l 
never  submit  themselves^  as  subjects  to 
his  Majesty^  but  pn  the  contrary,  of  their 
attachment  to  the  crown  of  France,  have 
induced  the  King,  upon  the  opinion  of  his 
Majesty's  servants,  to  resolve  to  take  ef- 
fectual mcasiires  for  the  reduction  of  them, 
as  the  only  means  of  eiving  security  to  the, 
settlements  of  his  Majesty's  subjects  in 
that  island. 

It  is  hoped,  that  the  troops  now  dis- 
persed in  the  several  islands  under  your 
government,  and  in  Dominica,  when  so 
-many  of  them  as  can  be  spared  from  other 
necessary  duty  are  collected  together,  sod 
joined  by  two  battalions*  fi-om  North 
America,  will  be  a  force  sufficient  for  this 
service ;  and  I  have  accordingly  tipAM 
his  Majesty's  commands  to  general  Gage, 
that  he  do,  as  soon  as  possible,  send  two 
battalions  of  the  troops  tinder  his  com- 
mand  to  the  island  of  St.  Vincent;  and  I 
have  also  signified  his  Majesty's  pleasare 
to  sir  Ralph  Payne,  that  in  case,  from  bdj 
unhappy  though  unexpected  event,  70a 
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thould  find  it  necessary  to  call  for  assis-' 
taoce  from  his  gorermnent,  he  do  imme- 
diately send  you  the  whole,  or  such  part 
of  the  regiment  stationed  in  the  Leeward 
islsnds  as  you  shall  require. 

Besides  the  land  forces  to  be  employed 
upon  this  occasion,  it  has  also  been  thought 
expedient,  that  the  commander  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's naval  force  on  the  Leeward  island 
ttatioD  should  five  every  assistance  in  his 
power;  and  I  nave  signified  his  Majestv's 
pleasare  to  the  lords  of  the  Admiralty,  tnat 
they  do  instruct  him  accordingly. 

It  is  the  King's  pleasurei  that  this  ser- 
vice should  be  carried  on  under  your  di- 
rection, assisted  by  a  council  to  be  com- 
posed of  the  governor  of  Dominica,  the 
commanders  in  chief  of  the  land  and  sea 
forces,  and  the  lieutenant  governor  and 
coundl  of  St.  Vincent,  or  such  of  them  as 
tball  be  present  on  the  island ;  and  as  the 
trooDS  will  arrive  at  a  season  when  it  is 
much  to  be  wished  they  should  stay  as 
short  a  time  as  possible,  I  am  to  signify  to 
70U  his  Majesty's  commands,  that  you  do, 
» soon  as  you  conveniently  can,  repair  to 
the  island  of  St.  Vincent,  in  order  to  con- 
cert, io  the  manner  above  mentioned,  the 
steps  it  may  be  proper  te  take  for  carry- 
ing his  Majestv^s  intentions  into  execu- 
tion, and  to  roaKe  such  preparaMons  as  may 
tend  to  forward  and  facilitate  your  opera- 
tions, when  the  troops  are  collected  toge- 
ther. 

What  those*  steps  should  be  depends 
upon  a  variety  of  circumstances,  impossi- 
ble to  be  known  or  decided  upon  nere; 
and  therefore  you  must,  in  diat  respect,  be 
left  to  your  own  judgment  and  discre- 
tion. The  King  however  hopes  that  the 
Caribbs,  when  the  resolution  of  govern- 
ment to  subdue  them  is  known,  and  they 
tee  the  force  prepared  for  that  purpose, 
^  judge  differently  of  their  situation,  and 
by  a  fall  submission  avoid,  both  to  them- 
selves and  to  hiv  Majesty's  troops,  the 
disagreeable  consequences  of  using  that 
force;  and  it  will  be  your  care  to  endea- 
^opi  by  every  fneans  in  your  power,  to 
bnng  if  possible  this  important  business  to 
^  issue,  and,  to  -induce  the  Caribbs  to 
>^tt  themselves  to  his  Majesty's  govern- 
^ot,  to  disavow  all  attachment  to  the 
xrench,  to  be  content  with  sucli  a  portion 
^  the  island  as  shall  be  thought  proper  to 
■^allotted  to  them,  and  to  consent  to  such 
fOttditions  of  peace  and  amity  as  shall  be 
|!>dged  necessary  for  securing  their  fide- 
11^9  and  rendering  them  useful  subjects 
^'^^  of  dangerous  enemies*    But  if  nei- 


ther persuasion  nor  intreaty  shall  have  the 
consequence  to  produce  these  efect^  yon 
will  then,  and  in  that  case  only,  have  re« 
course  to  force;  avoiding  however,  even 
under  that  esugence,  as  much  as  possible 
any  unnecessary  severities,  that  may  have 
the  appearance  of  cruelty  or  oppression. 

You  will  perceive,  from  what  1  have  al« 
readv  said,  that  in  whatever  mode  the  sub* 
mission  of  the  Caribbs  is  obtained,  whe- 
ther  by  force  or  lenity,  the  desirable  ob- 
ject, is  to  continue  them  on  the  island, 
under  conditions  that  may  be  a  sufficient 
pledge  of  safety,  ahd  with  an  allotment  of 
such  a  portion  of  the  island  as  shall  be 
judged  necessaryC 

It  is  under  these  hopes  that  I  am  com- 
manded to  recommend  to  your  considera* 
tion  the  conditions  settled  with  the  rebel- 
Ifous  nef;roe8  in  Jamaica,  upon  their  re« 
duction  in  1738,  and  to  sena  you  the  in* 
closed  copy  of  the  treaty  made  with  them» 
which,  allowing  for  diTOrence  of  circum- 
stances, mav  possibly  furnish  you  with 
some  useful  nints. 

After  what  I  have  said,  it  is  with  great 
reluctance  that  I  look  forward  to  the  cob- 
sideration  of  what  may  be  fit  to  be  done, 
if  neither  lenity  nor  force  shall  have  the 
effect  to  induce  such  a  submission  of  these 
savages  as'  may  consist  with  public  safety. 
It  IS  however  an  unavoidable  considera* 
tion,  and  it  is  his  Majesty's  pleasure,  in 
consequence  of  a  representation  of  several 
of  the  principal  planters  in  St.  Vincent  (a 
copy  of  which  I  inclose),  that  if  neces* 
sity  demand  the  removal  of  the  Caribbs, 
you  do  take  up  such  vessels  as  can  be  pro- 
cured, to  serve  as  transports  for  the  con- 
veyance of  them  to  some  unfrequented 
part  of  the  coast  of  Africa,  or  to  some  de- 
sert island  adjacent  thereto,  care  being 
taken  that  they  be  -treated  upon  the 
voyage  with  every  degree  of  humanity 
theif  situatioh  will'  admit  of;  and  that 
when  put  on  shore,  they  be  supplied  with 
provisions,  and  whatsoever  may  be  judged 
necessary  to  subsist  them  for  a  reason&le 
time,  and  with  such  tools  and  implements 
as  may  enable  them  to  provide  for  their 
future  subsistence.  And  for  the  more 
certain  execution  of  this  service,  I  have 
signified  hb  Majesty's  pleasure  to  the  lords 
of  the  Admiralty,  that  they  do  instruct  the 
commander  upon  the  Leeward  island  sta- 
tion, to  appoint  a  proper  convoy  for  the 
transports,  m  case  the  measure  for  the  re- 
moval shall  be  adopted. 

'  You  will  o^erve,  Sir»  that  I  have  marked 
this  letter  as  separate  and  secret;  and. I 
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am  ^rtUaddd  ym  will  9g/!^  with  m«  19 
Oj^ioDy  of  the  propvi^ty  of  avoiding,  as 
ji^cb  86  jiQttilUet  9By  discovery  of  fur  ia- 
jt^ntioBv  ks^  ^^f^  infaM^ated  savages 
abouli^  beeome  desperatej^  and  commit 
^^me  ftud  acts  of  hostility  before  the  ar* 
rivfd  of  the  troops. 

The  Kji^  has  be^n  pleased  to  attend  to 
tkia  danger,  and  has  commanded  me  to 
eigoify  his  Majesty's  pleasure  to  the  go- 
vernor of  Ppminica,  to  send  at  least  three 
of  the  foqr  coippani^,  now  stationed  in 
that  island,  to  the  island  of  St.  Vincent, 
viihout  loss  of  time;  and  his  Majesty 
hopes,  that  this  additional  strength  will 
enable  you,  at  all  events^  to  stand  upon 
the  defensive. 

.  M  v  letter  to  general  Gage^  a  copy  of 
which  I  indose  to  you,  will  mform  yoi^ 
that  it,  is  bis  Majesty's  intention,  that  the 
two  regiments  to  be  sent  firom  North 
America  should  return  as  soon  as  the  ser- 
vice is  completed ;  and  I  am  to  signify  to 
you  Ua  Majeaty's  pleasure,  that  you  do 

f've.the  necessary  directiona  accordingly. 
am,  Sfo^  Hii,LSBOBouoH. 

LsTTSR  firom  the  Earl  of  HHkborough  to 
Lieutenant  General  Gage,  dated, 
Whitehall,  AprU  18, 177i 

Sir;  tl^  iBclosed  copy  of  a  representa- 
tion from  the  island  of  Siu  Vincent,  and  of 
a  letter  to  the  treasury  from  the  commisr 
aiooers  for  the  sale  of  lands,  will  inform 
you  of  the  danger  to  which  tha(  island  is 
exposed  from  tlie  Caribbs^  and  tlie  inclosed 
copy  of  my  letter  to  governor  IiO^borne 
will  inform  you  of  the  measures  bis  Ma^ 
jesty  haa  thought  fit  to  adopt  in  conse- 
quence thereof;  and  I  am  to  signify  to 
you  hia  M^esty's  pleasure,  that  you  do, 
as  soon  as  may  be,  send  to  St.  Vincent's 
two  complete  regimenta  of  the  troons 
under  your  command,  leaving  it  entirely 
to  you  to  name  such  qorps  as  you  think 
proper  with  an  exception  only  to  the  royal 
Ainerican  regiment. 

As  the  success  of  this  very  important 
service  will  depend  in  a  great  measure 
vpon  the  discretion  and  ability  of  the  of- 
ficer who  will  beve  from  seniority  the 
command  of  the  whole  force  to  bQ  em- 
ployed, you  will  of  course,  in  the  choice 
of  the  regiments  you  are  to  send,  have  at- 
tention to  this  circumstance.  My  letter 
to  governor  Leyborne  iaso  full  and  expli- 
cit with  regard  to  his  Maiesty's  wishes 
and  intentions  respecting  this  service,  as 
lo  make  it  unnecessary  fgr  me  to  add  any 
fhiflig  m^cf  to  tbia  separata  dispatch^  tfaan 
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to  recbmnfeod^  to  you».  tbf^  liie  itgiiQeQU 
to  be  sent  to  St.  Yincent^s  be  suppU 
with  every  tbb^  you  shall  think  the  na- 
ture of  the  service  may  rec^uire,  and  mijf 
contribute  to  theij;  comfort  and  coaveu* 
ence  in  so  unliealthy  a  climate^ 

It  ia  his  Maj^y 's  iotention,  'that  the&e 
regimenia  shoiw  return  to  North  America 
so  soon  as  the  service  ia  completed,  sod 
therefore  you  will  take  care,  that  the  ooa- 
tracts  for  the  traDsp<;(rts  be  made  accord^ 
ingly.    I  am,  &c.        HiipVSBQaoLGB. 

Letter  firom  th^  Earl  of  Hfllsboroagb  to 
Govemor  Leyborne^  dated,  White- 
hall, May  6,  177S. 

Sir ;  inclosed  j.  send  you  a  duplicate  of 
m\  separate  and  secret  dispatch  of  the  ISih 
of  last  month,  fespectiqg  the  measures  to 
be  taken  with  regard  to  the  black  CaribtN 
in  St.  Vincent's,  and  I  mention  tbem  nov 
with  tbis  distinction,  which  I  obsene  ir 
not  made  in  my  last  letter,  ia  order  tluit 
you  may  be  apprised,  that  it  is  not  hii 
Majjesty'siotentiontbat  the  directioQi,coD« 
tained  m  that  letter,  should  be  coDsidere4 
as  applicable  to  the  j^ ellow  Caribbs,  who 
have,  upon  all  occasiona,  behaved  them- 
selves submissively  to  government,  vA 
from  wboip  I  conceive  the  inhabitaotf 
have  nothing  to  apprehend.    I  an*  ^^ 

•  HjLL&aOBOUGtf. 

Lbttbr  from  Grovevnor  Leybome  to  tlic 
Earl  of  Hillsborough,  dated  at  St 
Vincent,  August  95f  177S. 

My  lord ;  I  am  waiting  with  t^e  greater 
impatience  for  the  arrival  of  the  troopi 
from  America,  as  we  are  now  ready  to  bo* 
gin  our  expedition  against  the  Caribbi} 
and  the  weather  is  unconwonly  fine  f(ff 
this  seajiou  of  the  year.  I  do  not  fiod 
there  ia  any  preparation  made  by  thetf 
people  for  their  defence^  and  I  caonot  but 
think  they  will  submit,  though  their  de* 
clorations  are  otherwise.  I  mean  to  isaio 
a  proclamation  as  aopn  as  the  trpoas  ar- 
rive, prior  to  the  commencement  of  lu»ti« 
lities;  but  I  have  little  expectation  that 
any  ^ood  will  accrue  from  it ;  nothing  will 
convmce  4hem.  that  his  M^es^y  baa  given 
orders  for  their  reduction,  put,  the  id^^* 
ing  of  th^  troops,  t  am  afraid  some  ofour 
countrymen,  that  were  purchasers  of  the 
huids,  and  the  French  tha^  live  90>H 
them,  have  possessed  the  Caribbs  witb 
ideas,  that  this  measure  is  adopted  bj  tbe 
King's  governor,  and  the  conunia^po^ 
for  uie  sale  of  lands,  for  their  owp  private 
advantage,  without  mj  odsff  ^9fi^  ^ 


Th»  tnmrk  of  the  Indians'  bftl  di^jpoekimi 
wHl  cans^  us  to  keep  a  little  fartlier  fi^Ott 
the  shore,  and  nigher  theif^seds,  utid  oc« 
casion  some  greater  delay  in  our  pro* 
ceeding.  .  ^   ' 
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Majesty*  as  tYiis  ophtion  seetna  to  pretail 
▼ery  generally  among  them. 

Some  ftaVB  ago  1  dispatched  the  go- 
vernment sloop  round  the  wmdVvtird  nart 
of  this  island,  and  ordered  cat>iain  Gordon, 
rfiiefengfitter,  with  the  chief  sttr?ieyor,  to 
enaba«4c  on  board  of  her»  in  order  to  dis- 
corer,  if  possible,  some  eotivement  place 
where  ships  might  mcIh]^,  and^hat  troops 
and  artillery  might  land,  Thfey  arenotyet 
retttroed  fVom  this  sttrvey ;  bat  f  have  this 
momeht  deceived  a  JetteV  from  captain 
Gorddh,  an  etefract  of  which  I  have  the 
homrar  to  transmit  to  your  lordsh^,  b^ 
whicYi  it  af^pean  there  is  a  hostile  dispobi-' 
ttmi  in  ilhesk-sRvageSy  and  a  resolution  to 
oppose  ocrir  knding.  I  gate  <<M>ders  by  "no 
nieana  to  m<^st  them,  and  h^  to  use 
forcfe,  'Ml  in  their  own  defence.  Upon 
eapttehi  Oord«ta<6  gating  IVom  nnfder  the 
Sre  of  the  Carihbs,  they  hoisted  Frenth 
coltnlrs,  lilid  giHrt  three  cheers.  I  have, 
Ac.  W.  L,  Lky^orire. 

ExtraiU  cifa  Lsxtkr  from  Henry  Gordoo, 
esq.  Chief  Engineer,  to  Governor 
Ij^yborne,  dated  on  board  the  Sloop 
Portia,  otRawacka,  Aiigust  21, 1772. 

1  think  it  net^ssaty  Ho  inform  yotor 'ex- 
cellency, that  the  vessel,  'by  t*e  earrents 
g^oing  to  the  weferward,  'has  -not  "been  able 
t«>  get  so  Irigfh  as  Point  EspHgnfol  until  this 
naorniog.  Yeslter^lalr  we  went  a«head  in 
tlie  boat,  and  viewed  that  point  and  the 
bay  to  the  w^stwMl  of  it ;  this  we  found 
a  tolerable  andhoring-place,  ami  on  the 
point  a-fiivOdrabte  sitnntion  for  any  work. 

This  morning,  being  fetill  little  wind,  we 
proceeded  in  the'boat  as  high  as  Rawacka, 
which  hsls  a  good  sat)dv  beach  to  land  on. 
There  are  aeveral  Indian  houses  on  the 
small  phiin  betwe^  the  bank  over  the 
beach  and  the  high  gronnda,  which  are 
near  hal^  a  mile  distant,  and  this  ground  is 
well  eukkated.  When  we  got  before 
these  hotues,  we^aw  the  Indian^  running 
about,  armed  each  with  ii  gun  and  cutlass; 
I  ordered  the  boat  to  stop  at  the  south* 
east  end  of  the  bay,  where  we  were  in  the 
leadidflhree  Indians, 'to  ask  them  if  we 
should-  come  on  shore ;  which  they  r^f\ised 
to  allow.  We  then  rowed  on  fttill  pretty 
nigh  the  ^ofe  near  sdme  rocks  and  a 
small  rising  ground,  wher^  -we  'disco- 
vered a  considerable  gr^opeiof  -mi^^^ 
who  ^1  gate  a  squall  When  Ve  camef  in 
view,  and  immedi&  - -^begKn'to  fiYte-at'the 
boat,  some  from  the  bushe^,  and'Othefs 
from  bdtind  the  rocks.  We  •  pushed  the 
boat  from  mderilmir  firei  wHMdt'ttiy  ^ 
ttsbebgburt. 


Letter  from  Lord  Barriofgton  «to  Go* 
vemor  Leybome,  dated  Wftf>-Olice, 
Sept.  B,  1772. 

Sir;  I  have  the  honour  to  signify  tbyOu'tho 
King's  pleasure,  that  In  c  ase  the  regiment 
which  relieves  tl^e  82d  regiment  ofToot  in 
the  island  of  St.  Vincent  tinder  your  com- 
mand, should  on  .their  arrival  be  Incom- 
plete, and  require  any  men  to  be  turneif 
over  from  the  said  regiment,  you  do  givo 
the  necessary  orders  on  this  head,  agree- 
ably to  the  eightieth  section  df  the  Mu- 
tiny  Bill. 

Inclosed  t  send  you  one  of  the  Acts  of 
the  present  year,  for  your  &rtlier  infi>r- 
matton.    I  have,  &c.       BARWswffeK. 

Letter  frpm  Lord  Barrington  to  Lieute- 
nant-Colonel Dalrymple,  .of  the  lith , 
Regiment  of  Foot,  dated  War-Office^ 
Sept.  29, 1772. 

Sir;  I  have  the  honour  to  aend  yott 
berevith,  by  the  king's  «rdec,  a  letter  of 
service,  in  consaquenee  of  ^ick^you  swiH 
.  tiike  rank,  and  be  paid  aa  roajor-geiieral# 
daring  the  continuance  of  ^our  xomitmd 
against  the  Caribbs.  Frndiog.  by  a  letter 
from  general  Gage,  that  the*  liUb«d  dial 
regiments  were  provided  wkh  oamp  !ne# 
cessariea,  it  has  be^n  thougbteKpedtenttD 
give  them  likewise  to  the  •6th  vegin'eot^ 
which  is  going  to  ffeli^a  lhe.Md«  1  ahall 
likewise  aei^  conaigoad,  to  iya%  iiy  :thA 
transports  which  carry  lluit  ^^osp^^  camp 
oeoessariea  sufficient  for/ two  >veginmnta^ 
and  which  were  originally  intended  imma«» 
diately  for  North  Amenca*  to  bein  store 
ihere  against  any  future  occasion  when 
(hey  might  be  wanted.  Ybu  will  make 
use  of  them,  if  they  shall  be  necessary  for 
any  of  the  other  troops  under  youiP  com- 
mand; but  k  is  the  King^s  pleasure^  Ihfll 
^er  the  war  with  the  Caribbs  Is  overi^ 
^esecamp  necessaries  ilhallt^e  carefullt 
packed,  and  sent  to  gcfierti  'Gage.  4S 
tfaeyshaHiiot  be  wanted  at  8t.yineent^ 
you  will  then  send  them  miopened  to-liii 
exceHeneyby^thelirst  convenient  oppor« 
tuoi^.    X  have,  Ao,       .B^iiB^iMnexqor* 

P.  S.  October  2ii.  Ifhe'tPfllnsndrtS'eikiM 
up  for  the  conveyance  of  the  .6m  regtnteot 
Abt  berog  able  to'take  on^oai^  the  tents 
iAd  eauRip^neeessttrias  «b«rlb'«ietttioii«d,  ft 
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Poor  in  Oti  Age.']     December  11.    Mr. 
Dowdcswell  rose  and  spoke  as  follows: 

Mr.  Speaker;  being  requested  by 
a  friend  to  oropose  to  the  House  a  Flan, 
which  I  think  of  great  consequence  to  the 
inferior  orders  of  the  people,  i  must,  how* 
ever  'unequal  to  the  tasK,  beg  your  in- 
dulgence while  I  explain  its  nature  and 
its  advantages.  The  plan  is  intended  for 
the  relief  of  the  labouring  po&r  in  their 
old  age,  when  nature  bc^ns  to  faO  and 
sink  under  the  burdens  which  it  withatood 
with  difficulty  during  the  vigour  of  youth. 
It  is  well  known  that  many  of  our  artiaans, 
manu&cturera  and  labouters,  can  io  the 
prime  of  life,  when  fully  employed  all  the 
week,  and  not  pressed  by  the  wanta  of  a 
fiimily,  earn  more  than  is  neceasaiy  for 
their  own  support.  If  thqr  cannot,  what 
will  become  of  them,  when  burdened  with 
a  wife  and  six  or  seven  children  ?  It  is 
equally  well  known,  that,  having  no  pros- 
pect of  securing  an  independence,  mast  of 
them  live  from  hand  to  mouth,  labouring 
no  more  than  is  necessary  for  their  own 
support,  or,  if  they  do,  consuming  its 
fruits  io  idleness,  drunkenness,  and  gam- 
ing. ' 

Now,  Sir,  it  has  been  imagined  by  a 
friend  of  mine,  who  has  turned  this  matter 
in  his  thouj^ts,  and  who  would  have  ex- 
plained his  idea  to  you  much  more  fully 
and  clearly  than  I  can  pretend  to  do,  that, 
if  parishes  were  enabled,  by  act  of  parlia- 
ment, to  receive  small  sums  voluntanly  of- 
fered by  labouring  and  manufieicturing  pa- 
rishioners, and  to  lay  out  the  aggregate 
sum  (^not  to  be  less  than  500/.  m  any 
case)  m  the  3  per  cents,  there  to  accumu- 
late at  compound  interest,  and  to  yield  to 
male  contributors,  after  having  passed 
their  50th  year,  and  not  before,  a  certain 
fixed  sum  specified  in  the  tables  to  be  an- 
nexed to  the  Act.  I  say,  it  was  imagined 
by  my  friend,  by  me  and  other  eentlemen 
whom  he  consulted,  that  consequences 
verjr  beneficial  to  the  poor,  and  to  tae  pub- 
lic m  general,  would  result  from  it.  Oo 
account  of  the  casualties  to  which  females 
are  liable,  particularly  because  they  may 
be  left  widows  with  children,  it  was 
thought  reasonable  that  their  annuities 
shoiud  commence  at  an  earlier  period; 
but  the  exact  time  must  be  left,  as  indeed 
the  whole  plan,  must,  to  the  determine- 
tion  of  the  committee  appointed  by  the 
House  to  prepare  this  matter  for  its  in- 
spection. 

The  first  idea  watf  to  render  these  annai- 
tieanottrans&rrablei  that  avarice  Hiighl 


has  been,  judged  proper  to  send  out  a  vessel 
for  tliis  purpose,  which  will  follow  the  re- 
giment to  St.  Vincent's  without  delay. 

Letter  from  Lord  Barrington  to  the 
Earl  of  Rochford,  dated  War-Office, 
Sept.  SO,  1772. 

My  lord;  two  hundred  tents  being 
wanted  for  the  use  of  the  forces  employed 
at  St.  Vincent's  against  the  Caribbs,  I 
Iiave  the  honour  to  acquaint  your  lordship 
therewith,  that  you  may  be  pleased  to  re- 
ceive his  Majesty's  commands  thereupon, 
and  signify  the  same  to  the  lieutenant-ge- 
neral of  the  ordnance,  that  the  said  tents 
may  be  delivered  accordingly  out  of  his 
Majesty's  stores,  for  the  use  of  ^he  said 
forces,  and  the  expence  thereof  charged 
to  the  estimate  of  ordnance  for  parliament. 
I  haye,  &c«  Barrington. 

Letter  from  Mr.  Chamier  to  the 
Commanding' Officer  of  the  6th  Regi- 
ment, dated  War-office,  October  1, 
1772. 
Sir;  in  the  absence  of  the  Secretary  at 
War,  who  is  gone  into  the  country  for  a 
few  days,  I  have  the  honour  to  signify  to 
you  his  Majesty's  plea^re,  that  the  sixth 
regiment  of  foot,  under  your  command, 
do  embark  on  board  the  vessels  provided 
to  carry  them  to  St.  Vincent's,  agreeably 
to  their  former  orders,  without  waiting 
for  the  camp  necessaries,  &c.  mentioned 
In  the  Secretary  at  War's  letter  of  the  26th 
of  last  month,  it  being  intended  to  send 
the  camp  necessaries,  and  some  tents  for 
the  use  of  the  forces  at  St.  Vincent's  by 
another  conveyance.  Inclosed  I  have  the 
honour  to  send  yon,  by  this  opportunity. 
Us  Majesty's  order  for  recruiting  the  regi- 
ment in  North  America,  if  occasion  shall 
require.         ^  Ant.  Chamier.' 

Mr.  Chamfer's  Letter  to  John  Trot- 
ter, esq.,  dated  War-office,  October 
li,  1772. 
Sir;  two  hundred  complete  sets  of  bed- 
ding being  wanted  fbr  the  service  of  the 
hospital  at  St.  Vincent's,  I  am,  in  the  ab- 
sence of ^the  Secretary  at  War,  to  desire 
20U  will  provide  the  said  bedding,  which 
I  immediatelv  to  be  shipped  and  sent  to 
,  ^at  island.    I  am^  Sir,  &c. 

Ant.  Chamiei^. 

These  Papers  were  taken  into  consider- 
«fioa  on  the  10th  of  February,  177S. 

Mr.  DomdemetPB  Speech  on  proposing 
»  Bill  for  the  IteUtfqf  the  Luring 
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DOt  have  it  in  her  ppwer  to  gaia  by  the 
necessities  aod  miseries  of  the  poor ;  but 
that  notion  was  soon  abandoned  upon  con- 
fiidering  that  many  circumstance^,  such  as 
legacies,  or  other  tickets  in  the  wheel  of 
fortuDe,  might  render  it  eligible  for.  an- 
nuitants to  sell  out,  in  ord<er  to  put  their 
money  to  a  I^etter  use ;  and  that  by  oblig- 
ing every  annuitant,  before  he  sold  out,  to 
let  the  parish  have  the  refusal,  every  ma- 
terial inconvenience  would  be  avoided. 

Having  thus  briefly  unfolded  the  pls^n, 
permit  roe  to  say  a  few  words  of  its  ad- 
vantages, and  the  probability  of  its  success. 

In  the  first  ^lace,  the  poor  will  be 
gainers,  not  only  because  the  plan  will 
make  some  provi^on  for  their  old  age,  but 
because  the  prospect  of  future  comfort, 
by  the  means  or  sobriety  and  industry, 
will  actually  render  them  sober  and  indus- 
trious, and  thus  beget  a  habit,  which  will 
make  their  bodies  more  healthy,  their 
lives  bnger,  and  their  happiness  greater. 

Id  the  second  place,  the  public  will  be 
s  gainer ;  because  its  wealth  depends  upon 
the  general  stock  of  industry,  which  is 
here  increased  as  well  by  the  general  in- 
crease of  industry,  as  by  that  waste  of 
lires  which  it  is  'Calculated  to  prevent.  It 
is  surprising  liow  soon  a  labourer  in  the 
decline  of  TifiB  wears  out.  Every  gentle- 
nian  who  has  had  occasion  to  employ 
workmen,  must  be  sensible  of  this  truth. 
Now,  if  in  their  youth  they  treasure  up  in 
this  fund  the  difference  between  what  tney 
can  earn,  and  what  they  spend,  they  wirl 
have  in  their  old  age. wherewithal  to  live 
by  in  a  bad  day,  which,  if  they  had  been 
forced  by  harcf  necessity  to  work,  might 
have  suddenly  put  an  end  to  their  lives, 
and  snatched  them  from  their  friends  and 
their  country. 

Nor  is  this  tlie  only  light  in  which  this 
scheme  will  be  found  advantageous  to  the 
public.  Consider,  Sir,  the  .vast  sums  raised 
Wn  the  people  for  the  support  oC  the  poor. 
Heavy  as  our  other  taxes  are,  the  poors 
fates  in  many  places  are  heavier  than  any 
other  tax.  Is  not,  then,  .a  nroposal,  that 
promises  to  lighten  this  buraen,  to  be  re- 
ceived with  open  arms  ?  Here  no  party, 
BO  faction  is  concerned.  On  other  sub- 
jects good  men  will  sometimes  differ,  and 
differ  too  with  warmth ;  on  this,  which  if 
practicable  will  prove  beneficial  to  all,  I 
hope  we  shall  all  agree.    . 

Sir,  that  it  ispracticable,  and  willbeadopt- 
^)  particularly  in  manufacturing  towns,  I 
have  reason  to  conclude*  not  only  from  the 
general  face  of  the  plan  itself,  but  also  from 
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conversation  with  the  leading  men  of  se- 
veral of  our  manufactories,  who  have  in- 
formed me  that  the  earnings  of  the  manu^* 
facturers,  when  they  aoply  all  the  week  to 
business,  greatly  exceed  their  consump- 
tion, and  that  accordingly  plans  somewhat 
similar,  but  upon  an  inferior  scale,  have 
been  adopted  by  many  clubs  ai>d  socie** 
ties.  I^  there  not  reason  then  to  hope, 
that  this  idea  will  become  general,  that  the 
spirit  of  industry  will  be  diffused,  and  that 
the  weight,  which  now  presses  upon  house- 
keepers, will  be  rendered  more  easy? 
Will  not  legacies  and  charitable  contxibu- 
,tionk  sometimes  increase  the  fund,  and  ac-» 
celerate  its  well-meant  operations  ?  It  is 
common  for  people,  who  have^  been  suc«> 
cessful  in  trade,  to  leave  money  for  the 
relief  of  the  poor  of  their  parish.  And 
where  can  they  leave  it  with  a  greater 
prospect  of  servinjg  mankind,  than  iii  a 
fund  which  bears  compound  interest  ?  I 
therefore  move,  "  Thatjeave  be  given  to 
bring  in  a  Bill  for  the  better  support  of 
poor  persons,  in  certain  circumstances,  by, 
enabling  parishes  to  grant  them  annuities 
for  life,  upon  purchase,  and  under  certain 
restrictions.** 

Mr.  Rice  seconded  the  motion,  which 
was  agreed  to. 

Debate  in  the  Commons  on  the  Bill  ta 
encourage  Foreigners  to  lend  Money  upon 
Estates  in  the  West  Indies J^  Dec.  11. 
The  House  having  resolved  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  whole  House,  to  con- 
sider of  the  propriety  of  encouraging  the 
Subjects  of  Foreign  States  to  lend  Money 
upon  Estates  in  Tiis  Majesty's  colonies  ui 
the  West  Indies,  '  ' 

Mr.  Ptdieney  said : 

Sir ;  the  House  must  be  sensible 
that,  in  order  to  render  new  plantations 
profitable  to  the  owner,  large  sums  of  mo- 
ney must  be  first  disbursed.  It  is  equally 
obvious,  that  many  proprietors  of  planta- 
tions may  not  have  money  of  their  own  to 
expend,  but  must  be  obliged  to  borrow 
upon  interest.  But,  if  the  interest  be  ex-; 
orbitant,  it  not  only  reduces  Iheir  profits' 
to  nothing,  but  also  deters  thenr  from 
soliciting  any  loans  of  money.  Hence  the 
lands  remain  uncultivated,  the  prices  of 
such  articles  as  they  produce  continue 
high,  and  the  public  suffers  in  common 
with  individuals.  In  many  of  our  islands 
in  the  West  Indies,  the  interest  of  mone/ 
is  8  per  cent,  by  law.  Suppose  the  net. 
profits  upon  an  estate  to  be  1'2  per  qoqI. 
[aT] 
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aVid  you  cannot  well  6ilppO$e  it  higher,  4 
per  cent,  remains  the  net  profit  upon  bor- 
rowed money.  In  fact,  the  high  interest 
eats  up  the  fruits  of  the  estate.  Is  it  not, 
Ihen,  an  object  well  worthy  of  our  atten- 
tion, to  frame  apian  by  which  dur  planters 
tnay  procure  money  at  H  less  ruinous  in- 
terest? I  know  that  there  are  many  of 
them  now  soliciting  loans  of  money,  and 
that  they  cannot  obtain  them  at  a  reason- 
Able  rate.  I  know  that  the  proposed 
scheniie  will  have  the  most  beneficial  con- 
i^equences ;  for  why  should  it  not  operate 
as  effectually  in  oiir  Settlements  as  m  the 
Danish  island  of  St.  Croix,  where  this  plan 
has  raised  the  annual  produce  of  sugar 
fr<$m  4<,000  to  4-0,000  hogsheads  ?  Interest 
in  Holland  and  Flanderd  t!lp'On  mortgages 
is  fVom  2  to  5  per  cent,  and  in  general  at 
^|.  Where  then  is  the  wonder  th&t  Dutch 
loans  hav6  rendered  St*  Croix  66  flourish- 
ftig  ?  Do  not  imagine  that  I  mean,  as  in 
that  island,  to  let  fordgn^s  or  aliens  be- 
Come  absolute  proprietors  of  the  estate  or 
soil.  It  is  intended,  that  th6  dominium 
should  be  only  vested  itk  subjects  of  the 
^rown  of  Great  Britab.  fiy  the  laws  of 
England  the  mortgagee  has  two  remedies : 
be  ifnay  fore-close  the  Equity  of  redemp- 
tion, and  enter  upon  the  estate  ^  his  ab- 
solute property ;  or  he  may  have  it  sold 
by  a  decree  ia  Chancery.  In  the  intend- 
ed Bin  there  is  to  be  inserted  fi  clause  fe- 
itraining  mortgagees  to  the  letter  remedy. 
Our  ancestors  nave  been  extremely  care- 
ful to  preserve  the  property  of  the  soil  to 
subjects ;  and  for  that  reason'  it  has  been 
thought  prudent  in  the  framing  of  the  Bill 
io  prevent  any  objection  of  that  nature. 

It  will  be  perhaps  urged,  that  the  com- 
munication with  fordgaerS)  which  diis 
Bill>  if  passed  into  an  Act,  will  produce, 
will  atford  opportunities  of  smuggling,  and 
df  carrying  our  sugars  to  foreign  ports. 
But  common  seiis^  will  Assure  us,  that 
such  a  thing  is  impossible :  first,  because 
all  our  sugars  must  be  exported  from  our 
colonies  m  English  bottoms,  and  because 
by  their  bill  of  lading  t?tey  miist  touch  at 
some  British  port,  but  Also  because  Sugars 
fetch  a  greater  price  ^  the  English  tnan 
At  any  foreign  market. 

Equally  absurd  is  it  to  suppose,  that  fb- 
teigners  will  sell  out  of  our  tunds,  in  order 
to  lend  (heir  money  upon  mortgages ;  be- 
cause the  interest  of  mortgaged  money  is 
lower  than  the  price  of  our  stocks.  Nor 
i$  .there  any  reason  to  suppose  that  fo- 
feigners  will  send  agents  to  London,  or  to 
the  West  Indies,  to  coUedt-Ue  interest  of 


their  loans ;  becBuse  they  will  lend  no 
mone^,  except  they  have  the- collateral 
security  of  great  houses  in  London  for  the 
interest,  if  not  for  the  principal.  Hence 
the  tnerchants  of  London  will  be  in  bo 
danger  of  losing  their  tjsual  corannissions. 
The  profits  of  toreisners  upon  their  loans 
could  not  afford  such  an  expence. 

Mr.  Pulteney,  in  order  to  proVe  these 
facts,  examined  Mr.  Fairholme,  speaker  to 
the  assembly  of  Tobago,  and  Mr.  Mer- 
ries, a  merchant  in  London.    After  which, 

Mr.  FvUer  said:  as  this  is  d  subject  of 
great  national  utility,  whereby  a  consider- 
able body  of  people  are  likely  to  be  ma- 
terially afiected,  I  thmk  it  much  inore  ad* 
visable  not  to  precipitate  it,  until  we  have 
the  concurrence  of  a  larger  House. 

Mr.  Pukeney.  I  agree  with  the  boo. 
getitlemsti,  thst  It  i$  a  Stibject  of  great 
uatiobal  c6deeili,  ftud  do  not  wisli  to  pre- 
cipitate it.  I  wish  to  have  the  sense  of 
the  whole  Hddse  Yipon  it ;  And  for  that 
reason  move  it  earijr  in  Hie  s^sito  that 
gentletnen  may  enquire  into  it  and  be  pre- 
pared. I  bavehsd  the  t«ro  witnesses  exa- 
mined, and  do  not  Wean  to  come  to  amy 
conclusion  at  present,  but  to  leave  the 
comiuittee  ope^  till  after  the  holidays,  and 
finish  On  S6me  future  day. 

Debate  on  a  Clause  in  the  Mutiny  BiS 
for  regiilatifig  Courts  Martial  in  Ame- 
rica.'} Dec.  15»  In  a  Committed  on  the 
Mutiny  Bill,  when  the  clause  fcfir  regulat- 
ing Courts  Martial  in  America  was  read, 

Governor  Pawnall  said :  I  must  beg  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  a  point 
in  which  the  civil  liberty  of  the  constitu- 
tution  is  so  touch  cdncemed.  I  have  af- 
firmed in  this  House,  I  have  repeated  that 
affirmation,  I  do  now  again  otice  more, 
and  once  for  all,  affirm  and  maahtain,  thai 
^ri  of  the  army,  1  mean  that  in  America, 
VA  established  not  only  without  lai**,  but 
contrary  to  law,  contrt^ry  to  thisviek^  law, 
which  yoii  are  about  to  continue ;  that  it 
is  established  contrary  to  the  constitu- 
tion, contrary  to  the  constituticMial  and 
legal  powers  of  the  crown,  Cdntrary 
to  the  express  dedarations  of  law  in  the 
terms  on  which  the  monatchy  was  re- 
stored, contrai'y  to  all  the  legal  and  consti- 
tjonal  acts  of  the  crown,  contrary  to  the 
chSrtei^  it  hSs  given,  to  the  commissions 
it  has  issued.  1  once  proved  this  in  this 
House  upon  a  state  which  was  niade  on 
the  case,  when  I  desired  and  moved,  that 
his  Majesty  might  be  addressed,  to  order 
his  iservftnuio  consider  Old  oauer.   t%f# 
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osse  was  udmUted;  the  argument  vpaq  it 
was  not  contradicted ;  a  negative  wa$  not 
put  upon  the  motion ;  it  was  so  far  adipitted, 
that  It  was  jiaid  as.  an  inducexpent  to  ipe» 
80(1  those  gentlemen  who  supported  the 
notion,  to  withdraw  it»  that  his  Majesty 
had  alreac\y  given  anch  orders ;  upon  which 
the  motion  was  withdrawn.    The  r^sijt 
of  that  enquiry  was  next  year  aske^  fofg^ 
but  could  not  be  obtained.     What  that 
was  I  know  &ot.    I  will  never  more  say 
one  word  upon  it;    it  is  established  b/ 
powef;  power  is    growing  into  a  right, 
hovever  slowly  it  may  shoot  upward.    Al- 
though thi$  is  a  proposition  which  inti- 
mately concerns  the  constitution  of  our 
government  and  our  civil  liberty^  yet  as  it 
no  ways  can  affect  or  interest  the  present 
state  of  parties  amongst  us,  I  mean  not 
to  obtruae  impertinent  adviceV  nor  preach 
forth  unheeded   warnings.    All   that    I 
shall  propose  at  present  is,  to  recommend 
at  least  that  if  government  is  satisfied  tfiat 
the  eitablishaient  is  right,  and  if  this 
House  h9lft  nothing  tq  say  against  it,  that 
vou  will  give  it  the  form  of  law,  the  sem- 
olaoce  of  a  constitution*    Let  your  mili- 
tary commander  in  chief  of  the  colonies 
hsfe,  by  law,  a  power  of  holding  general 
court  martialay  which  they  have  not  at 
F^Qt,  ai^d  never  have  had,  but  have  ei(- 
ercised  not  by  lawt  bn^  under  wrested  iq- 
terpretation  of  law,  contrary  to  and  in  di^- 
seisance  of  the  legal  constitutionftl  powers 
of  the  simreoAe  civil  magistrate^ ;  which 
those  civil  supreme  commanders  in  chief 
kate,  by  the  law  of  Englan^y  by  charter, 
by  commission.    If^ou  will  not  alt^r  the 
Ktablisho^ent  to  th^  l^w,  make  the  bw 
it  least  follow  the  es^nhhsbment.    I  there- 
fore mpve,  th^t  af|f)r  the  words  *^  coni- 
aand^e  ia  chief*  b^  iuserted  the  wor^s 
"  of  his  Miyeaty'a  forces." 

Lard  ^qrringfgn  pbjec^d  to  the  go- 
[emor's  ^nfereupes,  and  to  some  of  the 
icts  they  were  grounded  ou.  He  said  it 
^  by  1^1  ipeaps  the  design  of  goverp- 
nent,  that  ^t^^^r^t  juri8diGUcM:ks  should 
Ml  or  ia^^fere*  npr  did  he  know  of  one 
>robable,  or  aliqq^t  possible^  inconveni- 
|Rce,  t^^t  could  arise  from  the  usual  me- 
bod  being  coptiuued ;  however,  he  had 
>o  objepiiop,  bp  ^aid,  to  the  alteration  of 
he  exceptipnable  words,  according  to  the 
um.  gentlepoign's  ideas. 

The  dauf^  was  again  read,  and  the 
hairman  pMt  the  question,  whether  the 
Fords  '«  commander  in  chief  .of  his  Ma- 
rty's forces,"  should  stand  part  of  the 
aotipui  whM^  |SM  %re^  to. 


4mmca.         A.  R  117%  [«|p 

D^bqies  irr  the  Commom^  ^n  the  BUI  to 
retrain  th^  E<ist  Jndia  Coffiptknyfrovii  ap" 
pointing  Stipermors  in  India,']  Dec.  1^. 
Mr.  sSulivan  presented  the  following;  Pe« 
tition  from  the  Eiiat  India  Company  i 

^  The  humble  Petition  of  the  United 
Company  of  Merchants  of  England 
trading  to  the  East  Indies ; 

<*  Shewqth ;  that  your  petitioners  ar0 
informed  by  the  votes  of  this  honourable 
Hou^e,  that  in-  pursuance  of  a  Report 
from  the  pommittee  of  secrecy  pointed 
to  eqquire  into  the  state  pf  the  Jpast  In- 
dia Company,  it  was  ordered,  <  Th^t 
leave  b^  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  restrain 
the  East  ^dia  Company,  for  a  time  to  bp 
limited)  from  makipg  any  appointment  of 
commissiopers  for  superintending  and  re- 
gulating the  Company's  afiairs  at  their 
presidenpiea  in  the  East  Ipdies.' 

**  That  your  petitioners,  with  all  defer- 
ence to  the  wisdom  of  this  honourable 
Houae»  and  to  the  supreme  authority  of 
parliament,  cannot  help  considering  such 
a  B31  as  subversive  of  those  rights  which 
they  hold  under  their  charter,  the  original 
prjvilee^  of  which,*and  the  continuation 
thereof  haye  been  purchased  by  their  pre- 
decessors from  the.  public  for  a  valuable 
coQsiderationj  c^nd  repeatedly  confirmed 
b^  several  acts  of  parliament,  the  prpvi- 
aioqs  pf  which  your  petitioners  are  not  i|i 
any  degree  conscious  of  having  violated. 

<<  That  ypur  jpetitioners  do  with  all  hu- 
mility conceive  it  to  be  their  undoubted 
le^al  riffht  to  send  out  aqy  peraon^  whoq^ 
thev  judge  proper  to  inforee  and  eyecut^ 
such  regulations  (f^eec^ble  \o  the  ppwera 
pf  their  charters)  as  the  said  Comp^n^ 
shall  think  necessary,  for  the  gQQ4  goveru* 
ment  of  their  several  settlements  in  Indicia 
or  for  correcting  such  abuses  ds  may  have 
prevailed  therein.      ; 

'*  That  the  present  atatp  of  affair^  i^ 
India  $(ppears  to  your  petitioners  to  h^ 
such  aa  requires  many  new  orders  i^nd  re- 
gulations to  be  speedily  sent  out,  aa  weP 
for  rf*8traiping  exorbitant  and  unneceaaary 
expences,  as  for  correcting  other  ab^sea ; 
ana  it  has  been  found  upon  examination, 
that  savings  may  be  made  in  the  sever^ 
settlements  and  presidencies  of  the  Com- 
pany to  the  amount  of  many  hundred 
thousand  pounds. 

**  That,  under  these  circumstanceSf 
your  petitioners  have  thoi^ht  it  necessary 
to  choose  certain  commissioners  who  jip« 
peared  to  them  to  be  qualified  for  so  im^ 
PQf  ta^  9  |ru9|i  9r4  ^q  gf an^  t|iem  9  poor 
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TnisKion  with  extraordinary  powers  for 
CHrrying  into  effect  such  regulations,  and 
'enfbicinc;  such  savings  as  have  been, 'or 
shall  be  deemed  necessary  and  expedient. 

"  That  your  petitioners  beg  leave  to 
repreient  to  this  honourable  House,  that 
.the  calculation  of  expences  upon  which 
(:tccordin<c  to  the  report  of  the  secret 
pomiuittec)  the  present  Bill  proceeds,  to 
restrain  your  petitioners  in. the  exercise 
of  their  legal  rights,  appears  to  them  to  be 
incomplete  and  erroneous  ;  and  they  are 
confident,  if  their  affairs  had  been  exa- 
mined in  a  public  manner  agreeably  to  the 
genius  of  this  happy  constitution,  whereby 
your  petitioners  (as  n^ell  as  the  particular 
persons  who  are  so  deeply  afiected  by  the 
present  Bill,  should  it  pass  into  a  law) 
might  have  had  an  opportunity  of  attend-' 
ing  to^  their  several  Interests,  that  the 
honourable  Diembers  of  the  committee 
would  have  made  a  report  very  different 
from  that  which  has  appeared. 

*^  That  as  the  expences  of  the  commis- 
sion are  intended  to  be  defrayed  froin  a 
part  of  the  savings  proposed  to  be  made 
thereby,  such  expences,  your  petitioners 
do  most  humbly  apprehend,  cantfbt  in  any 
degree  injure  the  creditors  of  the  said 
Company,  but  on  the  contrary  must  tend 
to  their  advantage,  more  especially  as  your 
petitioners  are  determined  to  proportion 
them,  with  the  most  exact  economy,  to 
the  present  circumstances  of  their  afiairs. 

"  That  your  petitioners  intreat  this  ho- 
nourable House  to  consider  the  dangerous 
consequences  of  such  a  Bill  to  the  credit 
of  the  Company,  which,  by  preventing 
them  from  taking  the  nedessary  steps  for 
the  arrangement  of  their  affairs,  may  de- 
'prive  them  of  the  means  of  fulfiUbg  their 
(engagements  to  the  public. 

•*  Your  petitioners  therefore  dp  with  all 
liumility  clafm  the  benefit  of  the  law  of 
the  land,  and  the  public  faith  of  the  na- 
tion, for  the  free  enjoyment  and  exercise 
of  the  rights  and  powers  which  they  hold 
tinder  their  charter ;  a»d  pray  that  they 
may  be  heard  by  themselves  or  their  coun- 
seragainst  the  said  Bill,  as  tending  to  re- 
strain or  suspend  what  appears  to  them  %q 
be  the  leeal  operatipn  of  those  rights  &nd 
powers." 

'  The  Petition  wm  Ordebd  to  Ue  on  tljie 
table. 

Dec.  16.  Sir  George  Cotebrooke  moved, 
that  the  counsel  not  being  ready  with  a 
raaterial  part  of  the  evidence  relating  to 
fhe  petitpA  from  the  Eas^  India  Company, 
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that  the  hearing  of  them  be  put  off  till  the 
i8th.  ^, 

Mr.  DawdescoeU.  TlSs  can  be  of  do 
prejudice  to  the  Bill,  neither  will  it  be  in- 
teriu{)ted.  So  important  a  discussion 
should  not  be  precipitated;  and  as  not 
even  an  hour's  delay  can  possibly  happen, 
I  should  suppose  no  objeaion  will  be 
^nuide. 

Mr.  Dyson,  It  was  understood  last 
Monday,  that  Thursday  was  the  most  pro- 
per day,  and  it  was  agreed  to  as  such  for 
the  mutual  convenience  of  both  parties. 
It  was  not  the  particular  pleasure  of  ad- 
ministration, but  agreed  xipon  by  the 
friends  of  the  Petition.  I  have  con- 
versed with  several  eentlemen  who  were 
particularly  engaged  for  Thursday,  yei 
they  put  tlieir  engagements  off  because 
they  would  attend  the  House;  now  they 
are  again  disappointed,  and  reduced  to  an 
io convenience  which  might  at  the  first 
have  been  avoided. 

Mr.  Rice.  Sir,  though  the  motion  mar 
not  protract  or  interrupt  the  [irogress  of 
the  Bill,  yet  I  cannot  help  considering  the 
counsel  de6oient  in  their  respect  totbb 
House ;  for  they  were  here  last  Tuesday, 
when  it  was  agreed  for  Thursday,  aod 
they  then  had  no  objections.  I  cannot 
help  thinking  that  they  trifle  with  us,  and 
unless  more  substantial  reasons  are  ad- 
vanced  than  what  I  have  yet  heard,  I  am 
against  the  motion. 

Mr.  Burke.  I  rise  up,  Sir,  to  be  coun- 
sel for  the  counsel,  and  to  assure  the  hoo. 
gentleman  over  the  way,  that  the  counsel 
who  canriot  be  ready  to-morrow,  is  neither 
trifling  in  his  business,  nor  disrespectful  in 
his  behaviour.  Can  it  be  called  disr^pect, 
Sir,  when  a  man  tells  you  that  be  ia  not 
prepared  to  come  before  you?  that  the 
most  material  part  of  evidence  is  not 
ready?  Consider,  Sir,  that  his  clients  are 


the  first  body  of  merchants  in  thenauon, 
and  that  he  is  to  address  the  first  asaembly 
in  the  world.  As  to  the  wide  open  matter, 
he  can  speak  as  well  to  it  this  n]on]eDt»| 
any  other;  it  is  a  subject  obvious  to  all 
mankind,  and  any  one  may  speak  to  it, 
but  I  hope  this  House  does  not  want  de- 
clamation :  if  they  are  so  far  lost  to  all 
sense  of  their  duly  as  to  consider  dedwtf- 
mation  as  argument,  the  barrister  doej 
not;  he  knoivs  his  duty  better;  and  mil 
not  display  his^  eloquence  to  cbann  yoof 
ears,  without  convincing  at  the  same  Wj* 
your  understandings  by  argument  i"* 
delay  is  neither  the  result  of  design  nor 
disrespect.     When  I  was  dressing  ^1^ 
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this  moniingf  I  received  a  note  from  the 
counsel  acquainting  me  that  it  was  impoB- 
$\b\etobepreparea  by  to-morrow;  but  it 
is  the  pccuVi&r  misfortune  of  the  gentle- 
men oTer  the  way.  Sir,  upon  the  Treasury 
bench,  to  be  so  full  of  politics  that  they 
attribute  every  thing  to  some  political  de- 
sign ;  and' with  gentlemen  whose  heads  are 
so  disturbed,  it  is  no  uncommon  thing  to 
be  mistaken.  Sir«  not  a  moment's  inter- 
ruption will  happen.  But,  says  an  lion. 
gentleman  ov^r  the  way,  our  dinners  are 
ordered  for  Friday ;  we  are  engaged !  In^ 
deed,  Sir!  and  is  parliament  at  last  re- 
duced so  low^  ?  Sir,  I  am  astonished,  and 
blush  when  1  hear  gentlemen  mentioning 
their  dinners,  at  a  time  when  matters  of 
the  utmost  importance  to  the  commercial 
interests  of  this  nation  are  under  the  con- 
sideration of  fmrliament. 

Mr.  Rice  acknowledged  his  error  re- 
specting counsel,  and  the  Honse  agreed  to 
hear  counsel  on  the  18th. 

Dec.  17-  Mr.  Alderman  Harley  moved, 
that  he  might  have  leave  to  bring  up  a 
Beport  from  the  Secret  Committee,  which 
was  agreed  to,  and  read  by  the  Clerk,  of 
which  the  following  are  the  grand  out- 
lines: That  the  leading  objects  for  ap-' 
pointing  the  Secret  Committee  were,  to 
enquire  into  the  present  stbte  of  the  East 
India  Company,  as  well  in  England  as  in 
their  'presidencies  abro9d,  in  respect  of 
their  debts,  credits,  and  effects,  and  to  jre- 
port  the  same  to  this  House  with  all  con- 
venient diipatch;  that,  conformably  to 
those  instructions,  they  thought  it  neces- 
sary to  divide  the  Report  iiito  two  periods ; 
the  first  respecting  the  immediate  state  of 
the  Company,  commencing  the  day  their 
enquiry  oegan,  and  inclu£ng  the  current 
half  year,  that  is,  from  the  Ist  of  December 
1772  to  the  2nd  of  March  1773;  the 
other,  the  General  State  of  the  Company's 
afairs  after  t)iat  day  in  England  and  else- 
where. The  credits  in  the  first  account 
amounted  to  near  1,700,000/.  and  the 
debts  to  2,200,dCNM.  which  left  a  balance 
of  above  500,000/.  In  the  second  account 
tjie  crediu  were  5,600,000/.  and  the  debts 
7)000,000/.  and  odd  hundred  tiiousand 
pounds,  which  produced  another  balance 
against  the  Company  of  about  1,500,000/. 
tliat  the  whole  of  the  Company's  effects  ra 
India  and  elsewhere,  incluaing  those  float- 
ing on  the  sea,  their  goods  in  their  ware- 
houses abroad,  their  bullion,  military 
stores,  plate,  oattle»  slaves,  lands,  Sec. 
amouoted  to  6fiQ0fiQ0k  and  their  debts 


to  2^000,000/.  that  they  found  another  ac« 
count  on  the  Company's  books,  which 
they  could  not  pretend  to  decide  on,  but 
reported  it  to  the  Hoiise,  as  they  found  it 
stated;  that  is,  a  sum  of  8,000,000/. 
'mostly  laid  out  since  1757  oh  fortification^ 
and  that  chiefly  in  Bengal.  That  the 
amount  of  the  territorial  revenue  was  near 
3,000,000/.  and  that  the  next  step  the 
Committee  intended  to  take,  was  to  en* 
quire  into  the  present  state  and  manage- 
ment of  it. 

Mr.  Jenkinson  moved,  that  the  Report 
do  lie  on  the  table,  to  be  perused  by  Uie 
members ;  on  which 

Mr.  Dempster  remarked,  that  it  was  very 
unfortunate  for  the  directors,  or,  more 
properly  speaking,  for  the  proprietary,  that 
the  committee  had  not  been  an  open  one ; 
such  as  were  members  would  then  have  had 
it  in  their  power  to  explain  many  things, 
and  be  the  means  of  enforcing  others; 
that,  in  particular,  they  would  never  have 
consented  to  have  credited  the  Company 
in  a  particuhir  article  for  only  28,000£  due 
to  them  from  the  crown,  when  it  was  no- 
torious that  their  demand  was  above 
160,000/. ;  and  as  a  proof  of  it,  they  had 
refused  to  receive  the  former  sum,  though 
it  had  lain  in  the  Treasury  for  a  consider- 
able time ;  that  he  could  point  out  many 
other  defects  in  the  Report,  but  should 
only  observe  upon  one,  which  was,  that 
vast  sum  expcnaed  upon  the  fortifications 
in  Bengal,  and  other  parts  of  India  be- 
sides ;  that  no  sort  of  notice  was  taken  of 
the  territorial  revenue  in  the  accoiuit  no^ 
before  us. 

Mr.  Jenkinson  replied,  that  from  the 
state  of  the  Company's  affiurs  it  was  evi- 
dent, that  the  greatest  di^atch  was  ne- 
cessary, which  could  never  be  so  effec- 
tually done  as  by  a  secret  committee:  that 
as  to  the  objection  against  the  credit  of 
28,000/.  there  were  two  answers,  either  of 
them  singly  sufficient  to  overthrow  it; 
namely,  that  it  was  the  specific  sum  grant- 
ed and  appropriated  by  parliament  for  that 
purpose;  and  that  by  a  note  from  the 
Treasury  it  appears,  that  colonel  Monson, 
when  examined  by  that  board,  was  of  opi- 
nion, that  28,000^.  was  a  full  compensa- 
tion to  the  Company  for  their  demand. 
As  to  the  complaint  against  the  Commit- 
tee, for  that  part  of  the  Report  relative  to 
the  fortifications,  they  did  not,  nor  could 
they  well  pretend  to  decide  on  it,  but  re- 
ported the  matter  faithfully  as  it  appeared 
to  them,  and  thei^fore  left  it  to  the  conai- 
deratioa  of  the  Houte«    He  concluded  by 
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that  they  had  informed  the  CoinipaDy  they 
were  building  for  the  soldiers  barracks, 
which  would  not  cost  above  three  lacks  of 
rupees ;  that  by  the  last  advices  they  had 
expended  24  lacks,  or  300,000/.,  add.  yet 
the  barracks  were  not  complete ;  it  was 
necessary  to  build  a  wall  round  them  in 

'  order  to  prevent  the  soldiers  from  desert- 
ing; that  the  Select  Committee,  in  1765, 
had  begun  to  levy,  without  any  authority, 
an  arbitrary  tax  called  Matoot,  under 
colour  of  repairing  bridges,  ways,  &c.  and 
liad  diverted  it  from  the  public  channel  to 
their  own  private  use;  that  it  was  occa- 
sionally increased,  if  the  harvest  was  pleti- 
tif\il,  so  as  to  equal  in  some  districts,  or  at 
least  in  one,  the  whole  of  the  annual  rent 
of  the  fiirmers;  that  this  enormity  was 
for  fiv^  years  concealed  from  the  direc- 
tion; that,  when  it  at  last  appeared  in  the 
consultations  of  the  coundl  through  the 
obstinacy  and  dissent  of  b  refractory  mem- 
ber, they  give  this  curious  reason  for  the 
fraud,  <<  That  it  would  appear  unsufferable 
to  the  direction,  however  necessary  it 
might  be  in  the  eyes  of  the  natives,"  those 
miserable  wretches,  out  of  whose  bowels 
it  was  iniquitously  and  feloniously  wrung : 
that,  though  it  was  pretended  that  this 
was  an  ancient  tax,  it  could  not  but  be 
considered  as  new  and  arbitrary,  when  the 
extent  to  which  it  was  carried  is  consider- 
ed; that  Mr.  Sykes,  one  of  the  Select 
Committee,  and  resident  at  the  Durbar, 
touched  of  this  Matoot  24«,00O  rupees  for 
his  table,  18,000  for  his  dresses,  and 
18,000  more  for  other  expences,  making 
in  all  60,000  rupees;  that  this  tax,  when 
,  mentioned  in  the  Company's  books,  was 
wrote  off  «  To  Profit  and  Loss,'  that  is  a 
total  loss;  that  the  Select  Committee  in 
1765  had  against  the  expi:ess  directions  of 
the  Company,  erected  themselves  into  an 
exclusive  company  for  monopolizing  be- 
tle-nut,*  salt  and  tobacco ;  that  the  cus- 
toms due  to  the  Company  upon  these  arti- 
cles amounted  to  120,000i.  a  year ;  that 
this  honest  committee  had  managed  affairs 

.  so  artfully,  as  to  cover  by  dustucs  or  ex- 
emptions from  duties  all  these  articles,  ^and 
thus  cheated  the  Company  to  the  amount 
of  near  half  a  mflHon,  which  the  salt  so- 
ciety now  owed  bona  fide  to  the  treasury 
of  Bengal,  and  which  they  ought  td  be 
forced  to  pay ;  that  for  tlie  last  three  years 
the  net  receipts  at  Bengal  had  exceeded 
the  disbursements  by  1,592,644/.  which 
)iaa  not  been  accounted  for  by  the  go« 
Ternor  and  council,  and  which  should  now 
be  in  the  treasury ;  that  the  governor  and 
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-  council  were  very  tardy,  even  when  press- 
ed by  the  directors,  in  sending  overbooks 
and  other  vouchers ;  that  lately  they  had, 
as  a  proof  of  the  good  accouqts  they  kept, 
resolved  in  their  consultations  that  the 
Company's  treasury  could  afford  no  more 
than  45  liacks  for  the  Company's  invest* 
ment,  and  yet  it  had  in  the  event  afforded 
90  lacks^  besides  a  large  balance  which 
should  remain  in  their  hands  ;  that,  when 
the  French  sent  forces  to  the  Mauritius, 
the  directors  had  empowered  them,  in  or- 
der to  erect  a  fund  that  might  defeat  any 
invasipn  of  European   enemies,  to  draw 
bills  upon  the  Company  to  the  amount  of 
300,000/.  at  a  certam  rate  of  interest,  at 
the  expiration  of  a  year ;  that,  in  spite  of 
these  positive  orders,  they  had  draivn  bills 
bearing  a  higher  interest  than  allowed, 
90  days  after  sight,  payable  at  one,  two, 
and  three  years,  amounting  in  all  to  about 
1,100,000/.,    that  is,    to  800,000/.  more 
than  they  were  authorized  to  do ;  that  it 
appeared  that  the  salt  society,  or  select 
committee,  had  lent  the  Company  its  owd 
money,  some  of  which   bore  interest  at 
two  months,    and  that  the  interest  was 
then  converted  into  principal,   and  the 
Company  thus  shamefully  and  feloniously 
robbed,  and  treated  as  his  master  was  by 
the  usurious  steward,  Peter  Pounce,  in 
the  romance ;   that  the  scheme  of  the  in* 
demnity  on  tea  had  cost  the  Company  be- 
tween payments  to  government  and  losses 
on  shipping,  and  other  articles,  not  much 
less  than  a  million  sterling ;  that,  were  it 
not  for  these  two  circumstances,  the  class- 
bills  from  Bengal,  and  the  scheme  of  in- 
demnity on  tea,  the  Company,  notwith- 
standing its  othei;  misfortunes,  would  not 
have  been  reduced  to  its  present  distress; 
that  there  was  by  the  last  advices  from 
Bengal  no  greater  balance  in  the  Treasury 
than  700,000/. ;    that   upon  the  present 
plan  this  would  last  only  aboutfour  months, 
a  time  too  short  to  carry  them  to  the  fron- 
tiers to  face  an  enemy ;  that,  before  1765, 
that  is,  till  the  Select  Committee  of  lord 
Clive  had  the  direction  of  afiairs,  the  civil 
and  military  expences  of  the  Company  at 
Bengal  haa  never   exceeded  70(),000t.; 
that  in  1766  they  amounted  to  900,OOOA, 
and  so  on  gradually  till  at  last  they  ha^^ 
swelled  up  in  1771  to  the  enormous  sum  of 
1,800,000/.  sterling ;  that  this  detail  of  ex- 
travagance, oppression,  and  fraud,  dear  / 
demonstrated  that  a  commission  oi  ^'^ 
and  upright  men  vested  with  just  power 
and  authority  might  save  the  Cowpany 
somSt  AgaiQjBt  which  the  ezpence  of  ui* 
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nipervisors  woui^  veigl>  but  light  in' the 
icale;  that  the  Company  claimed  the 
right  of  taking  this  step  upon  the  faith  of 
the  nation  and  bj  the  law  of  the  land; 
that  a  body  of  men,  who  had  no  merit  to 
claim,  might  justly  insist  upon  this  free 
exercise  of  le^  rights ;  that  theCompany 
claimed  it  upon  botli  accounts,  upon  ac« 
count  of  justice  and  of  services  to  the  na* 
tion ;  that  the  Company  paid  to  govern* 
ment  in  customs  and  excise  about  a  million 
sterling ;  that  400,000/.  more  were  paid 
by  agreement  in  lieu  of  anj  claims  of  go« 
veraroent  upon  the  territorial  revenue, 
that,  since  the  agreement  with  govem^^ 
ment,  the  Company  had  not  divid^  a  sin- 
gle shilling  among  themselves  but  what 
Uie  profiu  upon  their  trade  produced ; 
that  in  fact  the  net  revenue  of  Bengal^  at 
least  what  came  into  the  hands  of  the 
Company,  went  all  into  the  British  trea* 
lory,  and  that  for  these  and  various  other 
reanoiM,  which  might  be  urged,  the  Bill 
ouglit  to  be  thrown  out. 

After  the  exposition  of  these  facts  the 
witnesses  were  called  to  the  bar,  and 
proved  every  Ahing  alleged  by  the  coun« 
sei.  The  .witnesses  were,  Mr.  Wilkes, 
keeper  of  the  Company's  records,  Mr. 
Hooie,  auditor  of  Indian  accounts,  and 
Mr.  Tookey,  who  takes  care  of  their 
custom-house  accounts.  As  soon  as  they 
had  retired, 

Hx,  Dempster  said: 

Mr.  Speaker ;  I  shall  not  attempt 
to  enforce  wnat  has  been  so'  ably  urged 
by  the  counsel  in  support  of  the  legality 
of  the  commission  and  against  the  uncon- 
ititutional  spirit  and  tendency  of  the  Bill. 
These  points  they  have,  I  think,  fixed  upon 
a  basis  not  to  be  shaken,  and  I  am  not  dis- 
posed unnecessarily  to  trespass  upon  your 
patience.  Sufier  me  only  to  observe,  that 
the  principle  of  the  Bill  is  such  as  would 
necessarily  render  me  an  enemy  to  it, 
were  no  other  evil  to  ensue.  But,  when 
1  consider  that  it  not  only  puts  a  sudden 
>nd  arbitrary  stop  to  the  exercise  of  legal, 
chartered  rights,  but  also  prevents  the 
Company  for  such  a  series  of  months  from 
f^ressing  those  ^  grievances  and  maiaiiftg 
^ose  savings  which,  are  absolutely  re« 
^ired  to  reinstate  them  in  their  former 
<^it  and  opulence,  I  cannot  but  give  it 
Biy  strongest  negative.  Recollect  that 
train  of  abuses  and  enormities  which  the 
^^UQS«1  have  explained  and  proved  at  your 
wr,  and  confess  that  an  immediate  refor- 
mation is  wanted*  Recollect  also,  tbit 
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you  are  not  the  only  branch  of  the  legis* 
lature ;  and  that,  if  this  Bill  passes  into  a 
^law,  yoo  put  it  into  the  power  of  the 
Lords,  or  of  the  King,  to  prevent  you 
from  making  any  salutary  regulations,  or 
at  least  from  carrying  them  into  execution 
for  the  space  of  six  months,  or  more,  if 
they  should  be  swayed  by  caprice,  or 
other  unknown  motives.  However  up- 
right your  intentions  may  be,  and  I  hope 
they  are  very  upright,  you  cannot  answer 
for  others.  This  parliament  may  be  pro- 
rogued,  before  you  have  time  to  complete 
the  intended  inquiry,  and  to  form  your 
great  plan  for  the  salvation  of  Bengal. 
What  will  in  that  ease  become  of  tho 
Companjr's  interest,  and  its  credit?  What 
will  become  of  those  of  the  nation  ?  They 
will  both  sink  together,  and  be  involved 
in  one  common  ruin.  Reflect,  thereforot 
before  it  is  too  late,  on  what  you  are 
going  to  do ;  and,  as  you  tender  the  ex- 
istence of  the  Company  and  the  prosperity 
of  Britain,  throw  o«t  thu  pernicious  Bill 
with  indignation* 

Mr.  Crawford  said,  that  the  distress  of 
sixteen  millions  of  people  called  loudly 
for  redress  ;  that  the  natives  of  Bengal 
had  been  unmercifully  plundered  and  op- 
pressed; that  avarice  and  tyranny  had 
there  appeared  in  their  most  odious  forms; 
that  the  directors  in  conjunction  with  the 
proprietors  had  attempted  a  reformation, 
but  had  failed;  that  the^had  sent  out  a 
select  committee,  an  institution  equivalent 
to  a  supervision ;  that  instead  of  reforma- 
tion, that  committee  had  rendered  bad 
worse ;  that  the  pleading  of  the  counsel 
at  the  bar  had  turned  principally  upon  the 
misconduct  of  that  committee ;  that  men 
would  still  be  men ;  that  nnlimited  power 
would  for  ever  debauch  the  best  of  men  ; 
that  the  supervisors,  by  the  commission 
now  made  out  for  them,  were  to  be  in- 
vested with  as  full  and  uncontrouled 
powers  as  the  select  committee  ;  that,  as 
the  latter  had  abused  their  trust,  so  in  all 
human  probability  would  the  former;  that 
therefore  the  scheme  of  reformation  adopted 
by  the  direction  and  the  proprietary  would 
be  a  new  grievance  instead  of  Vedress  ; 
that  in  consequence  some  other  plan  must 
be  adopted;  that  parliament  alone  had 
this  in  its  power ;  that  parliament  had 
tried  a  select  and  open  committee ;  that  it 
had  proved  so  slow  in  its  operations,  as  to 
afford  no  prospect  of  relief,  and  to  be  in 
fact  a  mockery  of  the  Company ;  that  ac- 
cordingly the  secret  committee  was  set  on 
foot;  Uiatitwas  now  sitting,  and  ampl«gr« 
1      [3  1^3 
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ing  the  tttOHMt  diligieiice  and  diraaleh,:  in 
iavesftigatiog  the  state  of  the  Companyt 
and  preparing  the  w^y  for  a  remedy; 
that,  while  matters  thus  slewed  io  saspensey 
and  under  the  consideration  of  parliament^ 
it  would  be  absurd  to  allow  the  Company 
to  proceed  upon  their  own  bottom^  and  to 
snatch  the  business  out  of  their  hands; 
either  there  was  or  there  was  not  occasion 
for  the  interposition  of  parliament;  if 
there  was,*  how  could  the  Company  pre- 
tend to  act  independent  of  them,  after  it 
had  applied  for  relief  to  the  minister ;  if 
there  was  not»  why  did  it  apply  ? 

Mr.  Richard  Whihmrih  siid,  that  he 
expected  to  have  heard  the  counsel  read 
those  parts  of  the  Company's  charter,  and 
of  the  acts  of  parliament  whieh  proted 
the  present  Bill  illegal  and  unoonstitii- 
tionaJ:  that  no  such  clauses  had  been 
produced ;  that  he  believed  nonb  sUch^  ex* 
Mted ;  that  for  his  part  he  was  convinced 
the  commission  was  illegali  as  it  #as  ioex- 
pedient;  that  their  charter  empowered 
the  Company  to  appoint  a  governor  and 
eouncil>  but  no  supenrUors ;  that  he  took 
the  Company  to  be  in  a  state  of  ae^nl 
bankruptcy ;  that,  though  they  had  mods 
in  their  warehouses,  nobody  would  buy 
them ;  that  in  consequence  they  were  in 
want  of  current  cash,  that  is,  they  had 
stopt  payment ;  that  in  their  situation  an 
individual  would  be  deemed  a  bankrupt ; 
that  they  had  out-warred  as  well  as  out- 
traded  themselves;  that  as  to  their  live 
goods  and  dead  goods  (meaning  quick  and 
dead  stock)  he  agreed  with  the  secret 
committee  in  thinkmg  them  too  highly  va* 
lued  by  the  Company,  &c.  Here  the  ckinw 
tinued  laughter  of  the  House  obliged  this 
freli«meaning  but  indistinct  little  speaker 
to  resume  his  seat  much  against  his  witt. 

Governor  Johnstone  : 

Mr.  Speaker ;  though  I  could  not 
approve  of  the  commission  of  supervision, 
I  must  say  I  can  still  less  approve  of  this 
Bill.  The  commission  i  thought  dan- 
gerous to  the  Company's  interest  in  Ben* 
gal :  tlie  Bill  I  think  still  more  dangerous 
Jto  the  constitution,  an  object  of  much 
gaeater  importance.  If  a  minister  is  thud 
permitted  to  remove  the  great  barriers 
which  the  wisdom  of  our  ancestors  has 
established  for  the  safeguard  of  private 
prbperty  and  for  the  security  of  the  consti- 
action  itsell«  adieu  to  all  order;  adieu  to 
parliamentary  independence;  adieu  to 
liberty.  It  is  ngt  that  I  deny  the  power 
of  parliament  to  interfere  iqKm  entraordio 


airy  oe^asicmsi  iM  to  htouuud  die  ordi* 
ary  dourse  of  the  law.  Such  a  power 
muit  cfertnily  be  lodged  in  every  suprene 
l^islative  bo(ify;  baft  dii  necesnty,  whidi 
calls  it  forth  into  act,  nmst  bte*  very  oognt 
indeed  to  render  it  justifiable,  if  wKa* 
ment  for  slight  And  trivid  reasons  csils  be- 
fore it  die  business  of  individuals,  and  de« 
temuiles  it  accordiiig  to  its  own  cspriee, 
la  what  does  it  dilfer  firom  the  Frendi 
king,  ^fao  wantonly  removes  out  of  ni%- 
tior  courts  private  cansek,  and  deddci 
them  by  his  own  fiat?  It  difcrs  only  in 
name.  Has  not  this  been  the  csae  in  the 
present  instance?  Has  not  themtnitter 
arbitr^ily  ind  caprictoudy  brought  tin 
matter  into  parliament,  suapendiDg  tbe  le- 
gal eolMTse  of  business  in  the  court  of  pro^ 
pietors  ?  This  measure  would  hi^e  ben 
teis  unconstitbtioilal,  had  tc  taken  its  me 
from  an  aUxieCy  for  the  puUic  weol,  n 
ev^ry  act  of  a  nrinftiter  in  parliaoieDt 
oittht;  had  it  not  originated  in  selfidmiM 
and  revenge.  The  prutirictws  of  Eart 
India  stock  had  it  from  the  bestautkoritj, 
from  their  chairmsli  and  depvqr  cfaiimn, 
that  the  plan  of  aoperviaion  was  not  ds* 
agreeable  to  the  minister.  But  when  vai 
it  not  disagreeable  I  While  it  wis  hoped 
that  his  frands  wbuld  be  entrusted  viA 
the  execution  of  the  prefect,  .  As  long  ■ 
government  imagined  that  its  own  cnt* 
tures  would  share  the  plunder  of  Bengiif 
so  long  did  it  encourage  the  plsn  wlucii 
it  now  opposes.  When  the  minister 
found  that  the  proprietary  had  no  cooi- 
denee  in  his  humble  servants  and  dhiril 
not  trust  thieir  conceraa  in  the  rspsciou 
hands  of  hungry  conrtiert,  as  they  were 
then  cdlled,  he  immedtately  dechreo  tar. 
This  BiH  is  the  beginning  of  hostHitie9> 
but  I  fear  it  wUi  not  he  the  end.  P^- 
dfiiM  obtia*  His  fi^gmr  is  now  upobtbe 
Company.  If  you  suifer  hi^  whole  h»A 
to  grasp  themv  they  will  be  cnlMhed. 

Lord  John  Cavendish  : 

Mr.  Speaker ;  thia  ^ariianent  htf 
been  so  often  accustomed  toexert  the  pleni- 
tude of  its  oDwer  in  direct  o|ipositionto^ 
known  ana  avowed  sensis  of  tbe  peoph> 
and  to  make  experiments  upon  tbe  oofi' 
stitution,  that  I  am  'liot  surprised  tbfi 
House  does  not  revnlt  agiinst  the  pr^* 
Bill,  which  is  in  principle  onoanslitQtIaiVf 
and  in  practice  dangerous.  When  extri* 
ordinary  remedies  become  the  ordinsry 
engines  of  govemmlent,  jrou  any  r^  ^ 
sored  that  you  have  a  week  aiws|^' 
Men  of  superior,  a*d  indawi  tt  cofltfM* 
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vid,  if  iq  Ihe  varj^^  of  bwoflP  eyen^i  aucb 
evils  should  iUU  ^ri^e,  they  knoyr  how  to 
remove  them  wiUioHt  ofl^ring  violenoe  to 
the  genenJ  ftyi(ew,  ip  dMN^  «ftcr«d  in«U- 
(utioos  which  «rp  to  itimWEi  6oe<e^  wh«t 
gravitation  is  ip  |b«  ooosliluti^a  of  iho 
ttDivpn^ 

liere  the  iniiMa|#f  paHf  «pon  Ae  wiadam 
of  parlifuneol  to  soitle  »  giotlor  that  vmib 
too  weighty  lor  hip  bondi*  And  whot  is 
the  piao  whif:h  he  r^onun^^  I  Am  evi* 
deot,  an  avowed  iofringoinfnt  of  the  eoo* 
ftitution.  1  wifh  that,  before  he  had 
takoD  thia  atop*  he  hfid  eo^aidored  that  he 
was  iDvading  a  right  whidi  parliameot 
bad  not  grantedt  but  aold ;  ft  ijg^t  for  Ihe 
security  of  whidi  the  &ith  of  the  nation 
vas  pledged^  and  which  could  not  faNa 
takan  away  #ithou^  an  act  of  forfeiture  in 
tha  Company,  nor  in  that  caae  irithout  doe 
compenfatioo. 

Before  a  minister  cones  to  hang  the 
terrors  of  parliament  over  the  sut^eot,  he 
ought  to  try  CYcry  possible  legal  remedy, 
fvery  reoiedy  tbfit  cap  be  i4p|)ned  without 
tiepartin^  from  the  grand  outlines  of  the 
cotutitution.  Has  any  eaperiment  of  this 
nature  been  pi&adej  ilaa  any  compromise 
with  the  Company  been  atteiapteo  i  Has 
any  effort  been  made  to  prevail  upon  the 
Company  to  drop  the  idea  of  supervision, 
that  parliament  might  not  be  forced  to 
adopt  this  stronff  measure  i  No  lenient, 
no  conciliating  plan,  that  might  unite  uti* 
litj  and  legality,  was  ever  proposed  on 
the  side  of  administration*  out  where  is 
the  wonder,  when  this  House  is  so  hum- 
ble and  sobmisaive}  When  any  dificuky 
Q»w  prmaes  our  atate-pbysician,  he  applies 
directly  to  this  House,  in  whose  ommpo- 
tence  and  prompt  obedience  he  finds  a 
plaister  for  every  sorot  a  panacea  or  uni- 
versal specific  for  all  diaorders.  Sir,  the 
complaiaftiiee  and  obseqiiiouanesa  of  par> 
I'tment  has  reduced  us  to  a  governnaent 
^^pedJepla  and  tempoiary  regulation. 
^e  ia  no  general  aystem,  no  uniform 
F^i  a  consequenne  that  always  idws 
^om  the  aEUs£»nune  of  having  the  ueU  of 
ue  natiooal  asyieiBUies  reduced  to  the 
^rice  of  one  man,  who,  like  ^  true  quack, 
"'^.^.waya  employe  one  alrong  mercnriai 
^icine*  copstaotiy  recurs  to  the  tran- 
fcendeat  power  of  parliameot.  The  House 
K  lenaihle  that  I  am  quite  orderly,  he- 
ctuae  the  character,  vhich'I  have  here 
^*Di  ia  not  appficaUe  to  any  member  of 
this  Hottae. 

Mr.  Faaa  attd»  tbil;  tb^  BiU  an  agitgtion 


V9II  iUegii,  ineapedieni  and  alarmiog; 
that,  however,  it  was  the  consequence « of 
tbut  tardiness  with  which  the  ministry  pro- 
<oeeded  laat  session  to  the  consideration  of 
£aat  India  aSiirs;  that  he  took  shame  to 
himself  for  speaking  so  warmly  of  £ast 
)ndi%  cono«»rns,  when  be  moved  the  Ad- 
dress to  Ah^  l^inc's  Speech;  that  he  would 
not  have  take«i  this  step,  had  he  suspected 
vAat  the  ministry' would  have  suffered  the 
whole  aesaion  almost  to  eicpire  without 
making  n  Mngle  motion  open  this  subject, 
and  at  lest  Iw  it  to  an  unconnected  indoi* 
pendent  member  to  move  and  forward  an 
enquiry;  that  this  slowness  and  aopiae* 
pesain  administratioo  laat  year  had  thia 
year  given  birth  to  the  aecret  comraittetv 
whose  motion  wasproportionably  toohHsty 
and  rapid ;  that  the  aelect  committee 
would  be  found  to  proceed  conatitutionallf 
$Q  tbe  radical  cure  of  every  disorder  in  the 
constitution  and  government  of  the  Com* 
pimy ;  that  tbe  secret  committee  was  in 
Its  nature  unconatitutional,  that  its  con^ 
duct  was  already  comphuned  of;  that  no 
such  complaint  bad  been  brought  a^ins^ 
tbe  select  committee;  that  the  liberty 
granted  to  every  person,  who  thought  hinv 
self  iigured^or  who  W9S  accused,  to  attend, 
aecused  it  from  injustice  and  every  shadow 
of  complaint ;  that  he  could  wtsh  some 
Qliher  meUipd  of  restraining  tbe  Company 
had  been  thotigbt  of  by  the  ministry,  and 
Uiat  tbe  proper  way  would  have  been  to 
ioduce  tbe  Company  to  restrain  them, 
which  he  thought  would  have  been  no 
bard  task. 

Mr.  SuUom  aaid  the  Company  bad,  after 
knowing  that  tbe  restraining  biU  was  in  - 
agitation,  reconsidered  the  ^eme  of  au- 
pervisioQ,  and  yet  confirmed  their  former 
reaolution  and  adbered  to  their  purpose  of 
sending  ont  tkfi9»  men;  that  therefore  it 
was  evident  they  meant  still  to  take  this 
atop  in  spite  of  the  amurances  of  the  chair- 
man god  deputy  chairman,  who  had  doi* 
ohred  no  sup^nrisors  should  be  sent  out 
during  the  recess  of  parliament;  thai 
tbererore  he  would  vote  for  the  bill,  as  the 
proprietors  had  refuted  tn  reapind  their 
own  resolution. 

Lord  George  Oermain : 

Mr.  Speller ;  I  do  not  rise  to  give 
any  trouble  to  the  House,  but  merely  to  de- 
liver my  sentiments,  and  prove  that  I  have 
acted  consistently  thpoi4$bottt  this  affair* 
I  own,  that  I  disliked  the  mode  of  thi| 
Bill.  The  way,  in  which  it  was  introduced 
1 4i>bjected  tp^  and  I  ainfavely  wish  it  bad 
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come  to  us  through  any  other  channel 
than  a  secret  committee.  When,  Sir, 
two  honourable  gentlemen  in  the  direction 
of  Inditf  affairs  stood  up,  and  pledged 
themselves  that  no  supervision  should  go 
out,  I  then  wished  that  parliament  would 
not  interfere,  unless  they  attempted  to 
proceed:  but  since  I  have  heard  their 
counsel  at  the  bar,  th^  very  arguments 
which  they  advance  against  the  Bill  are 
the  greatest  proof  of  the  urgent  necessity 
for  it ;  and,  Shr,  had  those  gentlemen  been 
engaged  to  defend  the  Bill,  they  could  not 
have  started  arguments  more  effectually 
for  that  purpose  than  those  which  we  liave 
heard  against  it.  The  evils  in  India  are 
of  that  magnitude,  that  the  parliament 
only  can  reform  them  ;  for.  Sir,  let  us  see 
who  were  appointed  to  reform  those 
grievances.  Six  supervisors  are  appointed 
here;  but  the  governor  and  council  are 
also  included.  The  very  men  who  are  im- 
mediately accused  of  delinquency  are  the 
very  men  tb  redress  grievances!  What  an 
insult  to  the  very  natives,  and  a  mockery 
of  iustice !  The  men,  by  whose  rapacity 
and  cruelty  the  India  Company  are  nearly 
reduced  to  ruin,  are  to  be  the  reformers  of 
manners !  Nay,  Sir,  has  not  a  member  in 
bis  place  [Air.  Sykes]  been  accused  of 
extorting  from  the  miserable  natives  of 
India,  by  an  arbitrary  and  oppressive  tax, 
a  great  part  of  his  wealth ;  and,  what  is 
yet  more  criminal,  levying  those  taxes  as 
often  as  the  industrious  natives  were  likely 
to  have  a  good  crop,  and  oftentimes  in- 
Bisting  on  their  having  extraordinary  crops 
as  a  pretext  for  nillaging  them  ?  Has  he 
not  been  resolutdiy  told  by  an  evidence 

iwhom  he  questioned  himself),  that  from 
ie  illegal  tax  called  matoot  was  a  great 
part  taken  by  himself  for  his  dress  and  his 
table?  Has  he  been  able  to  deny  itf  No. 
The  evidence,  with  a  share  of  intrepidity 
and  hon^ty  which  does  him  honour,  told 
him  to  his  face,  accused  him.  Sir,  un- 
dauntedly, at  the  bar  of  this  House,  of  ra* 
pacitv  and  tyranny.  And  are  such  men, 
who  have  rioted  with  an  unrelenting  cruelty 
in  the  distresses' of  their  fellow-creatures, 
proper  persons  to  restore  the  current  of 
justice,  and  regulate  the  mischiefs  which 
their  iniquity  has  produced  ?  When  facU, 
like  these,  come  forth,  is  it  not  time  to 
awake  from  our  lethargy,  and  to  exert  the 
transcendent  power  of  parliament?  Sir, 
the  governor  and  CDuncil  are  the  men  ac- 
cused of  all,  or,  at  least,  of  the  capital 
malversations  set  forth  by  the  counsel,  and 
proved  by  the  witnesses.    Whom  does  the 


commission  of  supervision  appomt  fbr  the 
redress  of  the  grievances  of  which  thej 
are  the  authors  ?  that  very  governor  and 
council.  What  a  mockery  of  reformation  I 
Sir,  the  Company,  according  to  tlie  proof 
now  upon  your  table,  has  been  set  at 
nought  by  its  servants  in  India.  The 
orders  of  the  direction,  however  poaitiTe, 
have  been  either  evaded  or  aeapiaed. 
What  reason  have  we  to  think  that  the 
same  spirit  of  disobedience  will  not  upon 
this  occasion  prevail  ?  In  my  opinion,  the 
Company  at  present  has  not  power  to  en- 
force its  own  resolutions.  Its  serranti 
know  this  impotence ;  and  to  it  are  owing 
all  the  misfortunes  of  the  Company.  If 
the  directors  have  power  (o  effect  a  refor- 
mation,'why  have  txiey  not  before  this  time 
exerted  it  ?  These  enormities  they  cer- 
tainly knew  lon^  ago.  But  what  hare 
they  done  ?  Parliament  alone  can  give  re- 
lief; and  it  is  fuU  time  that  we  should  se- 
riously and  speedily  engage  in  this  work, 
which  no  otiier  power  can  achieve.  If 
we  still  continue  tardy  and  irresolute, 
Bengal  may  in  the  mean  time  be  lost,  or 
at  least  all  its  advantages.  The  carcass,  as 
it  is  called  by  the  Company's  servants,  raty 
remain,  but  the  life  and  spirit  will  be  gone; 
and  with  Uiem  will  go  ttie  nation's  right 
hand. 

Mr.  Dempster  : 

Sir;  I  think  that  some  expressions, 
which  have  fallen  from  the  noble  lord  who 
spoke  last  affect  not  only  a  body  of  men 
with  whom  I  am  closely  connected,  but 
myself  both  as  a  member  of  this  House, 
and  as  a  director  of  the  Bast  India  Com- 
pany ;  and,  as  they  imply  accusation,  I 
nope  the  House  will  inaulge  me  with  this 
opportunity  of  reply. 

Sir,  the  noble  lord  asks  <<  what  have  the 
directors  done  ?  Have  they  attempted  to 
punish  the  authors  of  the  enormities  just 
now  proved  at  your  bar  ?  Were  they  not 
long  ago  acouainted  with  these  grievances ; 
and  ought  ttiey  not  to  have  made  an  ex- 
ample of  the  criminals  ?"  In  aosver  to 
all  these  auestions  I  must  tell  the  House 
that  the  airectors  have  found  the  atmost 
difficulty  in  procuring  the  books  and  pa* 
pers  necessary  to  authenticate  any  cbai]ges 
of  delinquency  in  the  governor  lund  coun- 
cil, the  chief  criminals.  Need  I  produce 
abetter  proof  of  this  circumstance  than 
what  the  witnesses  have  proved  ^i^  f^ 
spect  to  the  matoot  ?  Five  years  elapsed 
before  it  was  known  in  England.  As  nr  as 
I  know  or  am  cifiaUe  of  judging,  the  dt« 
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rectioD  hare,  ever  since  I  )iad  the  honour 
to  be  an  unworthy  member,  acted  with 
propriety.  Orders  as  positive  and  binding 
as  the  authority  lodged  in  the  directors 
will  admit,  have  been  sent  to  India  to 
make  various  regulations  and  savings.  In 
ibort  nothing  that  could  be  done  by  men 
in  Leadenhall  tor  the  salvation  of  the 
Company  has  been  omitted.  The  direc- 
tors,  sensible  that  the  effbru  of  gentlemen 
on  tlie  spot  were  necessary,  meant  to  send 
out  supervisors.  Nor  has  the  punishment 
of  delinquents  abroad  alone  engaged  their 
atteotion.  Those  who  have  returned  home 
laden  with  wealth  and  iniquity  have  like* 
wise  attracted  their  notice.  The  salt  so* 
detj,  whose  peculation  to  the  amount  of 
near  Haifa  nuUion  has  been  explained  by 
the  counsel  and  proved  by  the  witnesses, 
have  been  given  to  understand  that,  if 
they  do  not  speedily  pay  this  sum,  they 
ihall  be  prosecuted  at  law.  Why  then  arq 
tlie  directors  held  forth  as  culprits  ?  Why 
is  tl^i^  Company  now  treated  as  criminal  ? 
Ii  it  that  they  have  embezzled  and  squan* 
dered  away  tne  territorial  revenue  ?  Sir, 
the  Company  has  not  divided  more  than 
what  the  profits  of  their  encreased  trade 
has  yielded;  and  the  territorial  revenue 
has  not  enriched  it  a  single  sixpence. 
That  fund  has  been  exhausted  by  govern- 
ment, by  the  Company's  servants,  and  by 
a  noble  lord,  who,  not  to  say  a  word  of  his 
friends,  has  reaped  more  of  that  harvest 
than  the  Company. 

Having  thus  in  some  measure  justified 
the  Company  and  the  direction,  let  me  ask 
jn  my  turn  what  the  noble  lord  has  done 
in  his  own  department  ?  Is  he  not  a 
member  of  the  select  committee,  and  is  it 
oot  iocumbent  upon  him  as  a  member,  to 
mention  any  enormous  act  of  tyranny,  pe* 
culation  or  cruelty  that  appears  in  the 
course  of  the  enquiries  of  that  committee  ? 
1  do  not  pretend  to  be  yery  well  informed. 
Yet,  Sir,  I  did  attend  that  committee  two 
or  three  days  out  of  mere  curiosity,  and  I 
likewise  perused  some  parts  of  the  Report 
made  by  them  and  len  on  your  table. 
And  from  what  I  read  and  what  I  have 
been  told  I  have  reason  to  think  that  the 
enquiry  furnishes  proper  grounds  for  an 
^peachment.  Why,  then,  did  not  the 
noble  lord  step  forth,  and  adopt  a  measure 
^hich  was  beyond  the  reach  of  the  direc* 
^on  >  Accusation,  Sir,  is  a  serious  mat* 
^«  especially  when  exalted  criminals 
sheltered  behind  the  throne  and  protected 
■y  the  plunder  of  whole  kingdoms  are  to 
ie  attacked^  when  delinquents  fly  into  the 
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arms  of  majesty  for  refuge,  and  find  a  gra- 
cious reception,  it  is  not  for  the  East  India 
Company  to  drag  them  from  the  lion's 
den.  Tney  may  be  torn  to  pieces  in  the 
attempt.  No  power  inferior  to  that  of  a 
committee  of  this  House  is  equal  to  the 
task.  In  the  present  state  of  parliament 
there  is  too  much  reason  to  fear  that  our 
committees  have  not  virtue  enough 'left  to 
attempt  this  strong,  but  necessary  measure. 
The  secret  committee  was  evidently  calcu- 
lated to  screen  great  criminals  and  to 
bring  the  show  of  accusation  against  those 
whose  conduct,  if  publicly  examined, 
would  appear  laudable.  It  was  intended 
to  counteract  the  select  committee,  and,  I 
believe,  it  is  very  well  known  that  it  pro- 
ceeded from  the  advice  and  suggestion  of 
the  grand  defaulter  of  unaccounted  mil- 
lions in  India.  What  more  is  wanting  to 
render  it  auspicious  ? 

Lord  George  Gertnaine  : 

Mr.  Speaker ;  this  is  the  first  time 
that  I  heard  of  a  prosecution  against  the 
select  committee.  I  am  glad  the  directors 
have  taken  that  course.  It  was  far  from 
my  intention  to  arraign  the  conduct  of 
the  honourable  director  who  has  commu- 
nicated to  us  this  intelligence.  To  do  him 
justice,  and  to  speak  my  real  sentimentSf 
1  always  took  him  to  be  a  man  of  public 

?»irit ;  and  it  gives  me  pleasure  to  find  that 
have  yet  no  reason  to  alter  my  opinion* 
As  to  the  charge  of  neglect  in  me  or  in 
the  select  committee,  I  cannot  plead 
guilty  to  it,  as  I  have  not  yet  seen  bbj 
thing  in  its  enquiry  that  would  fully  justi^ 
an  impeachment.  When  this  is  the  case, 
I  dare  say  the  hon.  gentleman  who  so 
worthily  presides  at  the  head  of  the  com- 
mittee, will  not  be  tardy  in  doing  his  duty* 
At  present  the  Report  is  open  to  the  pe- 
rusal of  every  member  of  this  House ;  and 
they  have  all  a  right,  if  they  see  cause,  to 
arraign  at  your  bar  the  conduct  of  any 
person,  that  it  holds  forth  guilty  of  high 
crimes  and  misdemeanors. 

Mr.  D&wdesweil  enforced  the  arguments 
of  the  petitioners,  and  declared  that  he  saw 
the  intention  of  administration  was  to 
seize  upon  the  territorial  revenues;  that 
he  was  strongly,  against  this  measure,  as 
throwing  a  double  weight  into  the  scale  of 
the  crown;  that  the  influence  of  the 
crown  was  already  too  extensive,  and  that 
liberty  would  be  at  an  end  forever,  if  such 
a  vast  accession  of  places  and  pensiona 
was  made  to  those  in  the  gift  or  the  mi- 
nistry ;  that|  as  fiur  he  coiUd  learo^  the 
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mioistiy  would  appear  froia  |b^  ptflW 

^at  would  shortly  come  before  themy  r^f> 

)ati?e  to  the  expedition  agaipst  th^  Ca- 

ribbs  of  St.  VioceDt's,  to  be  inpapable  of 

governiog  the  West  Indies,  i|nd  that  th^rer 

fore  he  could  never  consent  to  burden 

Iheir  feeble  hands  with  the  government  of 

Uie  East  Indies. 

General  CamaCf  in  order,  as  hesaidy  tq 
take  ofi'  the  mind^  of  the  House  apy  bad 
impressions  which  the  evideoce  at  tlj!e  bar 
might  have  left  with  respect  to  the  ma^apt, 
declared  that  it  wf^  a  custom  in  India  for 
every  nabob  onp^  a  year  to  make  a  pre- 
ient  of  rich  clothes,  or  of  son^e  other  mark 
#f  his  regard  to  such  as  frequented  his 
court  and  had  acc^ss^  that  every  jp^rson 
might  go  away  satisfied,  and  that  mr  this 
purpose  it  was  found  necessary  to  levy  this 
tax,  which  was  called  matoot« 

Lord  dive  : 

Mr.  Speaker ;  I  will  Bot  at  present 
anter  intp  the  ponsideriition  of  the  charges 
brought  against  the  conduct  of  thp  select 
committee,  of  which  I  was  tbp  b^d. 
yifhfia  £ast  India  afi^irs  haye  been  fully 
ti^aminedf  find  ^  geaeral  report  lies  befqre 
the  Hpuapi  I  wUl  andp^vpur  to  justify  mv 

rropeedings  in  thp  Ea^t.  As  t,o  tbis  Biil, 
cert^iiiy  tbiqj^  it  an  ea^traordin^y  exer* 
^tion  of  parlia^eptary  auth^ri^y;  but  theq 
)  thiok  U  •  oef/sssary  eyertion.  Aasuredly 
J  cao  be  n9  pppmy  to  the  Comply, 
There  i4  DP  i<»taiu?e  pf  a  man  whp  b4# 
b^en  so  liberally  find .  muuificeotly  re- 
warded by  a  body  of  traders  as  1  b^ve 
been ;  and  I  sliasdd  be  the  most  wprtbleas 
of  men,  did  I  not  feel  myself  actual  by 
gratitude  to  contribute  to  iu  welfare  apq 
pr4isperity,  [ndped,  in  taking  ibis  part,  I 
acquit  myself  of  two  duties  at  once,  pf  my 
debt  «f  gratitude  to  the  Company,  «nd  of 
9iy  obli^OQf  to  ivy  cououy ;  for  their 
interests  are  inseparable,  and  he  th^ 
weuM  divide  them  is  <tn  enemy  to  b^th. 
For  this  reason  |  am  sorry  to  see  the 
Company  come  )o  your  bfu:  with  this  Pe- 
tition, and  enter  into  a  warfare  with  par- 
liament. In  my  opinion  they  should  h^ve 
m^t  you  half  way  >n  the  intended  refproMt- 
tien,  and  not  cuscovered  this  ^untinoiely 
jeflousy.  Those,  who  advis^^thi^m  to 
tid^e  this  step,  sl)oi|ld  have  considered  th«t 
it  must  naturajjy  introduce  the  question  of 
liffbt  to  the  tprr^torifll  reveou#»  A^ 
^l^eo  two  such  ungual  ^ntagcmists  ««  the 
orown  and  the  Compi^ny  cope  with  each 
otfaer«  it  is  obviavi  wnich  will  be  worsted  s 
4Mt  w/wlMitjniiMQiruuDly  go  t#  t)i?w«U; 


findt  if  th#  croian  should  #ver  aspiinc  Ihs 
4isR0Ml  of  tha(  immeiw  ^mir^  misersUe 
will  he  the  i^uMOR  of  Qfea^  Britsiiu 
Accordingly  it  hi|i  always  beep  my  wish, 
that  this  question  should  aav-er  be  cogitated. 
Pan  I  then  bp  but  chi^grin^  at  the  Com- 
pany's resistance  of  the  authority  of  thif 
|iousa>  find  quarreUipg  wi(h  the  noutli 
tb^^  feeds  th^qn  i  If  falvfUioo  caa  eome  to 
^  Compaoyt  it  must  opmp  thra«gh  this 
Uianaf^  The  pU»  of  i^pprvisioo  csniuH 
removp  the  gri^v^nces  of  which  they  coo* 
plain*  The  m^rit  of  the  supervisors  ii 
bpst  known  to  themselves  apd  to  the  per- 
Sopn  who  nop)ip4tpd  them.  Had  thef 
kupwD  Ii^dia  &P  well  as  I  do,  they  vould 
have  sbuddimd  at  the  dangers  and  toiii 
of  the  task  which  they  were  going  to  un- 
dertake. Qreat  must  be  the  knowledge, 
gre^t  must  be  the  courage*  perseversDce 
«ad  difinterestpdness  of  the  ip^n  who  shall 
refonn  and  restore  Bengal. 

Mr.  Edmund  Burke  : 

Sir ;  the  counsel  have  so  ibly  per* 
formed  their  pari  that  I  shall  not  attetspt 
\o  measure  over  again  the  legal  groiud 
which  they  li^ye  trod.  The  Bill,  how- 
ever, is  pf  #0  unponstitqtional  ftpd  dan* 
gerous  a  comple^iop,  that  it  dtwancb 
8omethin(^  nouore  thai)  ^  silent  vote;  aodl 
should  tbmk  myself  unworthy  of  the  tnat 
rq>osed  in  me  bv  a  ^rt  of  tbe  people, 
were  I  to  sit  a^  idle  bearer  on  suph  so  oc* 
casion.  I  know,  indepd,  that  the  ssoh 
qualifications  npw  a-daya  make  a  g^ 
member  of  parliament  that  formerly  naade 
a  good  monk-  *  Tria  fipMciunt  ^onacbum 
— Bene  loaui  de  auperiore— Lpg^r?  bre- 
viarium  talitpr  quplitpr — £t  siopre  ^ 
vi^dere  ut  v^dunt.'  In  English,  ^  Speak 
well  of  the  n^iater-^Re^d  the  lesson  ho 
seta  you,  talUer  quaiittrt  And  let  the  stita 
take  pare  of  it8eif-*-$iif  rai  vwUf^  ^ 
vadtm^,*  The8e>^or  the  other  side  sf  tbe 
Hopi^  muat  recpgniiiia  the  pipturp-^-tbeap 
9rp  the  first  M^d  bes|  recommppda^<wf " 
9  modem  fppator.  Ability*  ioi^V* 
knowledge  of  busiup^B,  a  judgment  ofyouf 
own^But  why  do  I  talk  of  pucb  aBtiquste4 
«cnoii»p)ishfnepts?  Tbey  and  «  lhous«M 
oUiar  por&ctiona  are  included  ip  the  tvo 
wordi  *  F#aiive  Qbe4ienpe.' 

The  recoUeclioB*  Sir,  of  this  Houae ] 
n^peated  ac(a  of  (i«Aiive  obedience  «» 
nQn*rf»iBtance  haa  u»  me  destrajred  tbe^ 
tive  inftupnpe  of  two  of  the  meiit  pof  erfui 
passions  of  the  human  mipd— of  saip^ 
and  indigvigtion.    Formerly  I  hvte  ujpoi 
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at  her*  feed  in  Mmttn^oient,  ikot  able  !• 
accoimc  to  iwffrif  for  the  ilmogeDen  of 
yoar  coadttfet  in  sacrificing  a  pennanent 
to  a  temporary  IntBteat*  I  have  passed 
many  a  sleepltts  night  in  alternate  fits  of 
contempt  and  wrath,  meditatiog  #ith  my- 
s^somie  sbheme  of  reformation,  aome  re* 
raedy  to  the  erfls,  #iih  which,  I  saw,  such 
pemicioos  measores  threatened  my  coon- 
try.  But,  Sir,  the  heat  of  youth  has  sob^^ 
tided,  its  keener  I^Kngs  are  Monted^ 
Time,  that  softens  every  calamity,  has  laid 
bis  headlong  hands  upon  me,  and  rendered 
me  less  tremblinghr  aiife  to  the  wounds 
cittMd  at  liberty.  In  spite  of  what  Is  said 
hy  a  gentleman  at  the  door,  who  tells  us 
that  «re  are  as  young  as  ever,  I  feel  age 
coming  upon  me,  and  with  it  I  feel  that 
the  cortstitution  is  not  growing  younger. 
Hopeless,  however,  as  1  am,  I  cannot  hdp 
calling  to  mind  the  Haninn  maxim,  *  De 
res]^ublica  non  desperAndum/  Though  idl 
huma  institution,  being  bom  wkh  the 
seeds  of  mortality  in  their  very  frame, 
nost  perish ;  y^,  as  the  body  pcrfhic  is 
not  in  every  respect  similar  to  the  human 
hodj)  let  us  cherish  l^e  ideo,  if  not  of  its 
imhonality,  at  least  of  ktf  renovation  and 
kmg  eoMinuanee  in  beatth  axid  vigour. 

Sir,  thi»  Bill  ie  grounded  upon  the  re- 
port of  your  seciiet  committe^e.  Now,  if 
the  report  itself  be  not  well  gronilfled, 
ttMlier  tisn  the  BHI,  whtdi  is  the  sujpfer- 
ftractttfe.  That  the  root's  h  ill  fbonded 
a  clear  from  h^nee,  that  the  expence  of 
the  CMDniiBiion  is  the  4nly  reasoA  MOfed* 
snd  that  reasott  is  by  no  means  valid. 
Youf  committM  Alced-a^'^  M%ftt  iM>t  the 
Mtviivgs  mtended  for  th^  pa;fnK¥it  of  jrour 
eoflMni^onefs  b^  applied  to  the  use  of  the 
CotT)«sby?w  *•  Yes"^«ifheah4wer.  Bni 
had  Aey,  w  iVi  just^  boutifd,  pi^eede^ 
Ai^ttep  fonhier,  and  Olrl^,  "  Can  these 
»*iti^  be  mstde  withOW  the  cbmMission," 
Ae  answet*  would  have  beeft  «  No  ;'*  an4 
the  foaadntlevi  of  Hhie  f^epoil  ^d^ld  have 

E^  wo^  imd  the  #httre  lhh¥ic  of  Ms 
i  tMabled  to  f/he  gt^tind. 
E^fiMlty  absnfd)  ft>,  is  the  Mjeetlehft  itf 
*ft  commission  *awn  froin  it»  givmg  the 
S^emor  and  cowAteB  fr  Vote  in  ilie  delibe- 
>*tion  of  the  supervisors,  athd  fV6m  the 
«fei!taal  death  of  iw^e  o¥  t^o  of  the  suptir* 
'ttori.  The  eottimisston*  retjViiffes  t?re  afe- 
««1  p««eiitee  0*  ffrree  sufpervisiii^  m  eVery 
|2J*«ten ;  ahd  the  casting  vote  1*  io  the 
■w*  cf  the  thrte ;  thiB  gc/verntyr,  the  com- 
««wder  in  chief,  and  the  second  ih  council 
^iDg  the  other  tftfee  ?hfMor  asrossora. 
«*ci^  the  supttrtiiott  *teVe  powc^,  if  they 
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see  eaos^  to  dittnin  ihe  governor  and  th« 
WfcNlle  eouncil;  and  m  every  case  they 
fanfe  the  controol  in  their  hands.  Nor 
con  death,  except  four,  or  above  one  half 
diov  prevent  them  from  acting  with  efiect  t 
and  in  that  cose  they  cannot  act  at  all. 
Thus  it  apbeers,  that  thte  ministerial  argo^ 
^tnents  on  ttiis  head  proceed  from  inatteo'^ 
tion  to  the  subject — from  absolute  igno* 
ranee  of  the  tenour  and  purporf  of  the 
commnsion* 

Sir,  the  commissinn  belne  thus  free 
from  those  iticonsistencies  and  absurdities- 
with  which  it  baa  been  charged  by  somd 
respectable  but  ill  informed  members) 
where  is  the  wonder  that  the  proprietary^ 
#ben  solicited,  did  not  rescina  their  reso-^ 
hition  of  sending  out  supervisors  ?  Srr» 
the  Company  dares  not  imitate  this  House ; 
it  dares  not  undo  to-day  what  it  did  ye»A 
tevday ;  to  enact  and  repeal  alternately  ii 
die  exclusive  privilege  01  this  assembly--^ 

*  Diruit,  sadifieat,  mutat  quadrats  rotiMiilii.^ 
8u^  levity  and  inconsistence  would  be 
too  presunoptious  on  usurpation    in  the 
East  Imlia  Company. 

Sir,  when  the  Company  is  thus  tender 
of  encroaching  upon  any  of  our  rights,  f^ 
ft  not  cruel,  is  it  not  ungeneroils,  in  admi* 
nistration  to  harass  it  with  two  coimnit-i 
tees :  with  a  committee  of  se<brecv  founded 
on  tfa^  principles  of  the  inquisition,  and 
with  a  select  committee,  which  is  declared 
by  one  of  its  friends  to  be  a  mockery  of 
the  Company  ?  A  gentleman,  who  gew 
nerally  votes  with  administration,  finds  the 
Bill  to  be  illeeal,  inexpedfent  and  alarm- 
ing ;  and  he  nndb  the  secret  committee  to 
be  an  inquisition  too  rapid  and  violent  in 
its  thotions.  Another  friend  of  the  mi- 
nister declares  the  select  committee  so 
dow  in  its  progress  as  to  be  a  perfect 
moclbery.  what  is  to  become  of  the 
C&tbfBittf  between  both  ?  I  protest  1  can 
compare  therh  to  nothing  but  a  jack,  iTie 
se^ct  committee  is  the  slow-moving 
weight,  the  secret  Committee  is  the  flyer ; 
smi  whfat  witA  the  slow  motion  of  the  one, 
and  the  rapid  motion  of  the  other,  the 
QoiVipany  is  effectually  roasted. 

But,  Sir^  this  i*  not  the  frrst  imtance  of 
the  tender  mercies  of  porfiafment  to  th^ 
Ea%t  IWdia  Company.  In  the  feign  of 
WiDiftfn  the  Srd,  tfiey  weiie  obliged  to 
brib^  boA'  king  and  pariiament,  and  to 
compound  for  their  existence,  by  a  part  of 
theCV  health.  Whki  has  been  their  fate  hi 
the  reign  of  George  the  3rd  ?  The  mi- 
nister, under  the  specious  pretext  of 
seirving,  tuii&a  ihdak ;  and,  in  etder  to  re- 
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pair  the  damage  which  his  aiukilfulness 
baa  occasionedy  offers  you  a  Bill  that 
makes  a  breach  in  the  constitution.  Sir^ 
in  former  times,  a  servant  of  the  crown 
durst  not  hazard  such  a  measure ;  and  per- 
haps this  is  the  first  instance  in  whicn  so 
open  an  attempt  has  been  made  to  cover 
ministerial  incapacity,  under  the  ruins  of 
the  constitution. 

Sir,  in  the  year  1767,  administration 
discovered,  that  the  East  India  Company 
were  guardians  to  a  very  handsome  and 
rich  lady  in  Hindostan.  Accordingly, 
they  set  parliament  in  motion :  and  par* 
liament,  (whether  from  love  to  her  person 
or  fortune  is,  I  believe,  no  problem)  par- 
liament directly  became  a  suitor,  and  took 
the  lady  into  its  tender,  fond,  grasping 
arms,  pretending  all  the  while  that  it 
meant  nothing  but  wliat  was  fair  and  ho* 
nourable;  that  no  rape  or  violence  was 
intended ;  that  its  sole  aim  was  to  rescue 
her  and  her  fortune  out  of  the  pilfering 
hands  of  a  set  of  rapacious  stewards,  who 
had  let  her  estate  run  to  waste,  and  had 
committed  various  depredations.  To  drop 
the  allegory-.-parliament  took  the  state 
of  the  East  India  Com[>any's  trade  and 
revenue  under  its  consideration.  And 
what  was  the  ostensible  object  of  this  en- 
quiry ?  Five  reasons  Were  assigned ;  the 
maintenance  of  the  public  faith,  the  sup- 
port of  public  credit,  the  encrease  of  the 
Company's  trade,  the  encrease  of  its  reve- 
nues find  the  security  of  the  stockholders. 

Well,  Sir,  this  grand  and  salutary  plan 
was  entered  upon;  books  upon  books,  and 
papers  upon  papers  were  brought  up  and 
piled  upon  your  table  in  such  numbers, 
that  the  copying  of  the  very  extracts  cost 
an  hon.  gentleman  behind  me  30(y.  The 
subject  was  considered  and  reconsidered; 
debate  succeeded  debate,  and  resolution 
succeeded  resolution.  One  and  forty  times 
did  the  House  sit  upon  this  business,  and 
more  than  once  till  four  o'clock  in  the 
morning.  What  Sir,  was  the  result  I 
**  Cluid  digDom  tanto  feret  hie  promissor 
hiatoP^* 

What  did^this  mountain  in  labour  bring 
forth  ?  No  mouse,  I  assure  you,  but  a  fair 
round  sum  of  400,000/.  a  year  to  govern- 
ment. 'In  this  manner  did  parliament  pro- 
vide for  the  maintenance  of  the  puDlic 
faith^  and  the  support  of  public  credit! 
In  this  manner  dia  parliament  encrease  the 
Company's  trade  and  revenue,  and  give 
security  to  tlie  stockholders?  When  the 
Company  came  down  handsomely,  and  fur- 
nished a  reasonable  sum  to  pay  off  the  ar- 


rears of  the  civil,  list— arrears  so  hoDoiir* 
ably  and  usefully  contracted,— the  fire 
reasons  were  forgot.  The  eves  of  parlia- 
ment  were  dazzled,  and  coufd  no  longer 
see  how  to  make  any  regulatioos  for  se- 
curing the  permanence  and  stsbiUty  of 
that  lucrative  bargain  which  it  had  made. 
The  Company,  without  any  formed  sji* 
tern,  wUhout  the  aid  of  precedent,  with- 
out  the  light  of  experience,  without  chart 
or  compass,  was  allowed  to  steer  at  ran* 
dom  through  this  perilous  ocean.  Whit 
wonder  that  they  lost  their  course  \  The 
wonder  would  have  been,  if  assisted  by  no 
lights,  but  by  those  communicated  by  ser- 
vants, interested  through  the  fear  ot  put 
embezzlement,  and  the  prospect  of  future 

Eeculation  to  mislead,  they  had  pot  beeo 
ewildered  and  lost.  The  distress  of  the 
Company  arises  from  the  improvidence  of 
administration,  and  the  short'Sightedoess 
of  parliament,  in  not  forming  for  it  a  sjs* 
tem  of  government  suitable  to  its  form 
and  constitution.  Or,  am  I  mistaken, 
and  were  the  afiairs  of  the  Company  de- 
signedly left  in  confusion  ?  were  the  di- 
rectors left  without  any  effectual  cootroul 
over  delinquent  servants  ?  Was  the  col- 
lection of  the  revenues  left  without  any 
check  I  Was  the  tyranny  of  a  doable  go- 
vernment, like  our  double  cabinet,  tde- 
rated  with  the  view  of  seeing  the  coocena 
of  the  Company  become  an  absolute  chaoi 
of  disorder,  and  of  giving  govemmeot* 
handle  for  seizing  the  territorial  revenue? 
I  know  that  this  was  the  original  scheine 
of  adndinistration,  and  I  violentljr  suspect- 
ed that  it  never  has  been  relinquishea. 

Sir,  if  the  ministry  have  no  sinister  viev, 
if  they  do  not  mean  by  this  unconstito- 
tional.  step  to  extend  the  Influence  of  the 
crown,  thev  will  now  speak  out  and  ex- 
plicitly declare  their  intentions.  Silence 
will  be  justly  deemed  a  confession  of  guilt; 
and  they  wiU  without  anv  injury  be  con* 
sidered  as  the  determined  enemies  of  the 
liberty  of  their  country.  God  knows  that 
the  places  and  pensions  and  expectancies 
furnished  by  the  Britisli  establishment,  ire 
too  powerful  for  the  small  remains  of  p>* 
triotism  and  public  spirit  in  our  island. 
What,  then,  will  become  of  us,  if  Bengal, 
if  the  Ganges  pour  in  a  new  tide  of  cor- 
ruption I  Should  the  evil  genius  of  British 
liberty  so  .ordain  it,  I  fear  this  House  will 
be  so  far  from  removing  the  corruption  ^ 
the  East,  that  it  will  be  corrupted  by  them. 
I  dread  more  from  the  infectk>n  of  th^ 
place,  than  I  hope  from  your  virtue.  ^  ^ 
It  not  the  sudden  plunder  of  the  £»t  m 
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pvtf  dte  dM  Hfoir  to  the  fr^6doin  of 

ft  bettef' rM6  ^ 

I  ttfnjMe  f6ii  hf  eierf  Mtig  that  mtai 
wghl  to  Itotd  saeretf ;  I  cohjur^  y<ni  by 
ffie  0(yii4t8  of  y6ur  fof^frtfhets  whoso  riobi;f 
^^(rtdo^bUfdforthe  6au^for#hJ^h  I 
t9W  plead;  I  Mn}ure  yod  by  i*liat  in- 
(Mes  eiety  thiAg,  by  yofur  co^irttfy,  noi 
to  yiM  to  the  fert]^tflKion9#hich  the  E«d^ 
in  ehe  hdfrds  of  ther  ttqwn  hofiSH  oot,  tfOf 
td  8ib^  into  th6  golf  of  cortti()tibn,  md 
drag  after  f&a  your  poAt^trity,  /tftir  cottn- 
f  ry.  I  Obtest  heaven  and  earth,  Omt  it  alt 
p^e^,  aod  at  all  times,  I  have  hitherto 
ihof ed  by  the  gilded  hand  of  eo^niptioh, 
Md  endeavoured  to  sfeni  the  torrent  which 
threstensr  to  overwhefrik  this  land;  and 
from  sath  temptations  I  pray  God  of  hia 
Mnite  mercy  e^er  tor  preserve  r#e. 

Sit,  f  hope  the  House  is  i^ot  tended ; 
I  (wrfy  riepeat  the  Lord^s  prayer,  and  be- 
seech hltnr  not  to  Je»d  ftie  itiio  tempta- 
tion, but  deKver  rte  ftrom  evil.  And  surely 
kbfeomeyme  to  be  diffident  of  my  oti^n 
▼nrtueandself  denial,  when  the  Very  pi!- 
hn  of  this  Hoose  (here  l!he  hbn.  geni^- 
Man  looked  at  sir  Willfem  Mereditli)  hai^^ 
^en  sbaketf,  rfndf  ghren  n^ay. 

Upon  the  whvrle,  Sir,  the*^]K]f  is' danger- 
ous in  itself,  as  being  the  fftrst  step  towards 
*  total  invasfoh  of  the  Company's  terri- 
tories rn  Bengal ;  and,  supposing  the  mo- 
tiTes  good,  yet  it  is  dangerous,  ibr  the  ex- 
ample--anconstituttonal  aots  founded  on 
wconstitotibnal  moti'ves,  spi'inging  from 
unconstitutional  acts  found^  on  constitu- 
tional motives.  AA  afuthor  who  is  more 
ipokeo  of  than-  read,  F  mean  Ailstotle,  de- 
clares tfiat  aetis  of  this  nature,.which  are 
fruly  y^hAt  he  calls  pkephismata,  have  the 
niost  pemidous  coAsl^quencet),  and  atce- 
ferate  the  ruin  of  evefy  state.  I  do  not, 
however,  deny  that  you  have  po^ver  to 
pass  this  act.  Yes,  Sir,  yoU  haVe  the 
po*er ;  but  you  have  not  the  ri^ht.  There 
a  t  perpetual  confusion  in  gentli^men'i^ 
Jdeas  from  inattention  to  this  ibaterial  dis- 
|inctioh ;  from  which  properly  considered 
«  win  appear  that  this  Bill  is  contrary  to 
fte  eternal  laws  of  right  and  wrong— laws 
*at  ought  to  bind  all  rten,  and  above  all 
tten  legislative  assemblies. 

Sir  Wtliitim  Meredith.  I  do  not  wish 
Jj>  trouble  the  House,  but  as  I  had  the 
Jonour  of  being  in  that  cortiraittee,  I  only 
^g  leave  to  inform  the  hon.  gentleman, 
"JJt  ^e  #ere  appointed  to  enquire  into  the 
"airs  of  the  Company,  and  not  to  redress 
fnevances.    We  are  proceeding  in  the 
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one,  and  the  other  we  never  promised; 
The  hontf  gentleman  has  displayed  his  elo« 
quence  ind  rhetoric  with  his  cOstomary 
facility ;  but  all  he  has  yet  said,  6an  only 
betonsidered  as  the  mei^e  invention  of  a 
lively  ahd  ingenious  imagination.  He 
comj^ares  th6  t#o  OomftfHtees  to  a  ^ck; 
he  says,  the  secret  one  is  like  the  flier  of 
a  jack,  and  the  other  Iik6  the  weight.  I 
agreef  with  him  in  the  simile,  but  draw  tf 
very  diderebt  Oonclosion.  Sir,  between^ 
the  nfonderoua  Weight  at  one  end,  and  th6 
ifikk  flidtiori  of  the  flier,  the  dish  is  ptii^ 
pared,  sMd  reiifdered  fSt  for  digestion. 

lofd  North.  I  did  not  intend  to  hav^ 
^aid  any  thing  t6  the  "Bilh  i  ^ni  satisfied 
that  it  hills'  as  general  kn  assent  as  any 
mattef  that  ever  cwttle  into*  this  House; 
but,  Sir,  as  I  have  been  particularly  al* 
hided  to  by  ifA  hon.  gentleAian  over  the 
way  (Mr.  Burke)  I  shall  beg  th^  indulge 
ence  of  the  House  fbr  tt  f^w  moments. 
The  hon.  ||ehtlenmn  hasrdsMf  tha/t  govern^ 
ment  had  plurirdiered  the  Ettt  India  Com^^ 
piny/  of  two  MflUOnr.     Sir,  the  40a,000!A>' 

Sakmttn  y^iitt  obtatnM  frotai^  theM  fbi^ 
lie^lc^  Of  el^  pubHc,  and  not  fbr  thd 
etholuntettt  of  the  titMfSteti  and  flfece  thei^ 
afbirs'  harVe  tu^ised  out  m  so  wretched  tf 
Aianner,  I  Avk  of  0^i^i\»n  that  the  two  mi!<i 
Hon  is  mu^  bettei>  employed  m  this  coun* 
try  than  hi  Indttf,  to  buthf  #alfe  rounct 
their  Oamps,  Wi¥h  loteks' a^d  kej'S*  to  keed 
the  men  fVom  des^rtin)^.  I  thinlr,  Sti',  i( 
is  idlowed'  tAbt  parliament  have  a  righi 
over  the  Indfa  Company,  and  that  p*mal- 
ment  c^h  do  tli\en\  service;  then.  Sir, 
since  th^'oiie  is'  est^lished,  and  the  otlM 
allowed,  no  objection  of  any  consequence/ 
can  be  made  to  the  Bill ;  and  I  confess, 
when  the  matter  Was  first  proposed  to  me,' 
I  considei'ed  it  as  I  do  now,  an  expedient 
highly  justiftftbH§  and  nO  lesi  necessary. 

Mr.  &V^.  My  name  having  bo^rf 
mentioned'  by  ohe  6f  ti^e  evide^ee,  i  amf 
ejttremely  concerned  t<y  fhid  that  my^  ho- 
nouf  was  attat^ked.  The  whole  afiair  of 
the  tay  called  the  matoot,  which  ha«  beeOf 
considered  as  arbitrary  and  illegal,  I  wilf 
prove  WAS  agreeable  to  the  fyrtA  of  govern- 
ment established  by  lord  Clive  and  th^ 
select  committee,  l  do  not  mean  to  enter 
into  the  particulars  at  present;  butl  shall, 
in  the  course  of  tli^  businefis,  wipe  away 
every  impression  which  ifiay  have  beeii 
ndade  ageiodt  iby  honour. 

The  question  beitig  put',  that  the  Rfl 
do  pass;  the  House  divided;  Hie  Teafif 
Went  forth. 

[axj 
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Tellers. 
v„  4  „  fMr.  Onslow       -    -     1    i^* 

vr«—  f  Lord  John  Cavendish  7      ao 

Nos^t  Mr.  Dempster    .    .     }     ^ 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Debate  in  the  Lords  on  the  BUI  to  re- 
strain  the  East  India  Company  from  ap^ 
glinting  Supet  visors  in  IndiaJ]  Dec.  2S. 
The  order  of  the  day  being  read  for  the 
third  reading  of  this  Bill,  and  for  hearing 
counsel  against  the  said  Bill ;  counsel  were 
accordingly  called  in ;  and  the  said  Bill 
read  a  third  time ;  as  also  the  Petition  of 
several  directors  and  proprietors,  praying 
to  be  heard  by  counsel  against  ine  said 
Bill. 

Then  Mr.  Impey  was  lieard  against  the 
Bill,  and  called 

Mr.  JoAn  ffoo/e,  who,  beine  sworn,  ac- 
quainted the  House,  **  That  the  difference 
of  the  expence  of  the  civil  establishments 
at  Bengal  and  Madras  is,  for  the  last  year^ 
upwards  of  170,000^  more  at  Bengal  than 
at. Madras;  that  this  difference  does  not 
arise  so  much  from  the  difference  of  the 
number  in  the  civil  government  at  each 
place,  as  from  the  extra  charges  of  the 
civil  government  at  Bengal^^iuch  as  con- 
tingent charges,  travelling  expences,  &c. 
the  salaries  at  both  places  being  nearly 
equal ;  that  the  military  establishment  at 
Bengal  is  unwards  of  650,000/.  the  nabob's 
share  included,  more  than  it  is  at  Madras ; 
that  the  batta  is  180,000/«  more  at  Bengal 
than  Madras ;  that  the  number  on  the  mi- 
litary establishment  at  Madras  ara  4,410 
Europeans,  and  18,839  sepoys ;  at  Ben- 
gal S,8dO  Europeans,  26,132  sepoys." 

Mr.  Richara  HoU^  assistant  secre- 
tary, was  called  in ;  and,  being  sworn,  ac- 
quainted the  House,  <'  That  the  com- 
mission for  sending  out  supervisors  has 
been  under  consideration  these  four 
months ;  that  it  originated  in  a  committee 
of  correspondence,  which  committee,  on 
the  29th  of  July,  were  unanimous  in  their 
opinion  of  recommending  such  a  commis- 
sion to  a  court  of  directors ;  which  they 
did,  and  several  courts  of  directors  were 
held  to  consider  of  this  measure :  that  on 
the  5th  of  August,  the  court  of  directors 
agreed,  to  call  a  general  court  of  proprie- 
tors, which  was  done,  and  the  opmion  of 
the  directors,  that  iei  superintending  com- 
mission sboul4  be  sent  ta  India,  laid  before 
the  said  court ;  which  measure* was  agreed 
to  by  the  court  of  proprietors  by  ballot  on 
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the  2d  of  September  hst,  the  majonty 
for  the  commission  being  sent  out  being 
near  three  to  one:  that  a  commitsion, 
after  having  been  discussed  and  considered 
at  several  general  courts,  was  agreed  to, 
and  the  gentlemen  chose  by  the  directors 
to  go  out  as  commissioners  were  approved 
of  by  a  general  court  of  proprietors  by 
ballot  on  the  27th  of  Noveuber  last,  iiOS 
being  for  the  nomination  made  by  the  di- 
rectors, and  188  against  it ;  that  the  opi- 
nion of  counsel  was  taken  as  to  the  legt- 
lity  of  the  present  commission,  viz.  Mr. 
Sayer,  Mr.  Wallace,  and  Mr.  Jackson: 
that  this  commission  is,  in  some  degree, 
similar  to  that  sent  out  in  1769 :  thst  he 
thinks  savings  to  a  great  amount  might  be 
made  by  sending  out  this  commissioa,  if 
properly  executed,  and  believes  it  would 
nave  been  properly  executed  if  the  gen> 
tlemen  named  in  the  present  commissioa 
had  gone  out :  that  savings  e^ual  to  those 
expected  to  be  made  by  this  commisioo 
going  out,  might  be  madle  by  the  directon 
sending  out  their  orders  to  their  serrsnu 
in  India,  if  those  orders  were  obeyed; 
but  the  disobedience  of  the  Company's 
servants  in  India  made  the  sending  out 
a  commission  necessary  r  that  he  thinb 
the  present  commission  has,  in  some  res- 
pects, greater  powers  than  tliat  sent  out 
m  1769,  but  cannot  point  out  what  those 
powers  are :  that  the  former  coromitf ion 
gave  the  power  of  making  alterations  Id 
the  courts  of  justice  in  India,  which  this 
commission  does  not :  that  the  powers 
given  at  present  to  the  governors  and 
councils  in  India  are  very  extensive ;  and, 
if  properly  executed,  would  render  this 
commission  unnecessary:  that  this  com- 
mission differs  from  the  farmer  in  the 
powers  of  turning  out  the  Company's  ser- 
vants in  India:  that  the  committee  of 
correspondence,  on  the  29th  of  July  ^y 
came  to  the  following  Besolution,  '  Th<^ 
the  present  state  of  the  Company's  iSain 
in  India  requires  the  sending  out  a  com- 
mission with  extraordinary  powers.' 

<<  That  six  of  the  present  commis- 
sioners, out  of  nine  at  Bengal,  could 
controul  the  presidency  at  Bombay: 
that  he  was  present  at  the  general  court, 
when  the  chairman  and  deputy  chair- 
man recommended  the  sending  out  thii 
commission;  and  that  some  hint  was 
thrown. out  by  them  that  such  a  measure 
was  countenanced  by  administration :  that 
b^rthe  Company's  charter  the  time  is  u- 
mited  for  calling  a  general  court  by  to* 
proprietors :  that  a  court  c«Ued  by  the  oi- 
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rectori  has  met  in  two  or  three  days  after 
calling :   that  on  the  9th  of  this  instant 
December  the  directors  advertised  a  ge- 
neral court  for  the  purpose  of  petitioning 
the   House   of   Commons    against   this 
Bill,  which  court  met  on  the  11th  of  De- 
cember." [He  was  directed  to  withdraw.] 
Then  Rainsforth  !Z>30/^<;y,accomptant,was 
called  in ;  and,  being  sworn,  acquainted  j 
the  House,  **  That  the  Company's  ser-  i 
?aots  in  India  have  exceeded  their  orders 
for  drawing  bills  on  the  Company  here,  in 
the  sum  of  1,063,067/.  U.  2d.  for  the  year 
1771 :  that  the  bills  were  drawn  in  India 
10  1770,  and  advice  of  them   received 
here  in  July  and  August  1771 :  that  their 
orders  for  drawing  were  not  to  exceed 
200,000/.  and  lord  Clive's  jaghire,  which 
is  80,000/.  per  annum :  that  Uiey  were  to 
dniir  for  this  money  in  bills  at  2s,  2^iL  the 
rupee,  at  365  days  sight,  without  interest : 
that  the  bilh   drawn  by  the  Company's 
lervsDts  in  India,,  are  drawn  at  one,  two, 
and  three  years  after  sight ;  part  of  each 
class  at  2$.  2\(L  the  rupee,  and  part  at  2$. 
Sd,  the  rupee,  and  to  bear  S  per  cent,  in- 
terest after  the  first  90  daysi  that  the 
Company  have  paid  to  government,  on  the 
indemnity  on  tea,  near  281,000^.,  and  owe 
St  present  to  government  for  the  same 
202,000/. :  that  they  have  paid  and  owe  to 
the  buyers  of  tea  sold  before  March  sale 
1772,^10,000^. :  that  the  loss  on  the  price 
of  tea  is  300,000/. :  that  the  Company  sold 
31,000,000  pounds  of  tea  at  upwards  of 
100,000/.    less    profit     than    they   sold 
21,000,000  pounds  often  :  that  the  losses 
OD  tea,  and  the  over-drawings  of  the  Com- 
pany's servants  in  India,  account  for  the 
present  deficiency  in  the  Company's  cash: 
that  the  Company  have  paia  to  govern- 
ment, since  their  agreement  with  govern- 
ment, 1,800,000^. :  that  they  at  present 
owe  to  government,  on  that  agreement,' 
200,000^,  due  on  the  29th  of  September 
last;   and  another  200,000/.  will  become 
due  on  the  25th  of  this  instant  December : 
that  if  the  dividend  should  be  reduced,  26 
days  are  to  be  taken  from  this  last  pay- 
ment: that  the  net  duties  paid  to  govern- 
ment for  the  last  five  years,  amount  to 
1)109,065/. :  that  the  proprietors  have  re- 
ceived 918,296/.  more  than  6  per  cent,  on 
their  stock  to  Midsummer  last :    that  the 
whole    sum     received     by    proprietors 
*mce  the  agreement  with  government  is 
1)972,342^.    That  the  net  profito  of  the 
Company's  trade  preceding  the  duana  for 
^ve  years,  amounted  to  441,620/.  which 
vas  mote  than  su£5cient  to  divide  12  -per 
^nt.  upoiL^ 
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Then  Mr.  Adair,  the  other  counsel 
against  the  said  Bill,  was  heard.  After 
w|iich  the  counsel  being  directed  to  with- 
draw, 

The  Duke  of  Richmond  said : 

My  lords ;  the  evidence  delivered 
at  your  bar  militates,  in. every  possible 
point  of  view,  against  the  propriety  of  the 
present  Bill,  and  leaves  very  little  room 
for  me  to  add  any  thing  on  the  subject. 
The  ruinous  state  of  the  Coropkny's  afi'airs, 
both  in  England  and  India,  would  be  only 
melancholy  to  dwell  on.  It  might,  indeeci, 
remind  us  of  the  different  measures  which 
have  brought  them'  into  that  state ;  but 
that  would  be  little  more  than  a  repetition 
of  facts,  and  the  arguments  that  were  em* 
ployed  to  enforce  them.  Give  me  leave, 
my  lords,  however,  tp  trouble  you  with  a 
few  seasonable  remarks  on  the  present 
Bill,  and  the  pretended  reasons  on  which 
it  is  founded.  Among  the  many  superior 
advantages  we  enjoy  over  our  neighbours, 
and  indeed  I  believe  the  whole  world  be» 
side,  are  the  numerous  good  consequences 
arising  from  our  high  reputation  for  na« 
tional  faith :  while  this  remains  inviolate, 
though  our  internal  resources  should  fail, 
we  can  never  be  at  a  loss  for  money.  This 
is  the  ^rand  support  of  all  our  trading 
companies,  the  Bank,  South  Sea,  &c.  n 
is  our  sacred  regard  to  parliamentary  en- 
gagements that  enables  us  to  procure 
money  with  greater  fhcility,  and  upon 
more  eligible  terms  than  any  other  nation 
in  Europe ;  not  only  from  our  fellow  sub* 
jeots,  but  almost  all  others  wno  have  a 
shilling  to  lend:  what  then  will  be  the 
consequence  of  the  present  Btili  Wh^  fo« 
reigners,  alarmed  at  such  an  extraordmary 
interposition,  will  endeavour  to  sell  out. 
This  will  reduce  the  price  of  all  kinds  of 
stock,  and  the  public  creditors  must  be 
ruined.  There  is  one  circumstance  at- 
tending this  Bill  which  deserves  our  most 
serious  consideration:  that  is,  the  sup- 
posed countenance,  and  promised  protec- 
tion from  administration,  of  that  measure 
it  is  intended  to  rescind.  If  administra- 
tion gave  any  such  prensise,  they  deserve 
to  be  impeached ;  if  they  did  not,  the 
chairman  and  deputy  chairman,  who  have 
called  down  on  the  innocent  proprietary 
the  indignation  and  displeasure  of  parlia- 
ment, certainly  deserve  to  be  impeachedv 
I  shall  conclude  my  entire  disapprobatiott 
of  the  Bill  now  before  us,  by  observing, 
that  if  it  should  pass,  the  rapacity  of  the 
.  Company's  senraatsi  and  all  the  dreadrui 
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f:oo6equence«  which  they  pprlend,  must 
remain  uoredregsed  for  soother  vear ;  fofi 
granting  what  the  promoters  oi  the  pre- 
sent measure  would  pretend,  that  parlia- 
ment are  in  good  earnest,  and  mean  really 
to  serve  the  Company  effectually;  yet, 
liefore  their  intentions  can  be  brought  to 
maturity,  the  season  for  going  out  will  be 
passed,  and^  in  all  prob&ility,  the  Com- 
pany irretrievably  ruined.  This  was 
fitrongly  verified  when  lord  Cljve  went  out 
last,  bis  lordship  bising  eleyeo  m>nt\i%  pp 
jbis  passage. 

X40rd  Rochfbrds 

My  lords;  the  noble  duke's  fe%r« 
relative  to  the  expected  operation  the  pre- 
sent Bilj  may  have  on  our  public  stocka, 
towever  praise-wprtliy  they  may  be,  I 
elieve  are  very  ill-founded :  on  thp  poa- 
Irary,  I  amcprt^m  the  Dutch  in  particu- 
lar^ who  1  believe  are  the  pripcipal  public 
^editors,  will  be  much  better  satisfied 
^ith  their  security  on  aici^Qpt  of  the  pre- 
lent  interposition,  than  they  would  by 
Ihat  of  any  company,  however  respect- 
able, The  noble  duke  has  saidt  that  ad- 
ministration approved  of  ^e  measure  of 
tmdipg  out  a  superiptendiog  commisnion; 
ut  I  tbink  I  may  venture  to  affirm*  that 
the  noble  duke  is  misinformod.  F^r  my 
pwn  part,  I  can  answer  for  myself  and  tlie 
rest  pnder  that  denomination  in  this 
{iouse ;  nor  am  I  less  aatisfiod  that  no 
puch  prbmisp  was  made  hy  any  part  of  it  in 
the  other  House*  It  is  totally  improba? 
Ue :  the  very  reaaops  now  offered  at  the 
bar  must  have  prevented  it :  I  mean  the 
Fuinous  state  of  the  Company's  a&irs*  I 
remember,  indeed,  that  many  propositions 
l^ere  made  by  the  chau-man  and  depMty- 
l^rnian,  to  promote  a  temporary  rdief 
from  their  pressing  esigendea»  such  as 
issuing  out  bonds  to  a  certain  suo),  ^c. 
but  I  recollect  ¥ery  well  that  they  were 
rejected.  Administration  could  no^  dared 
not,  grant  any  soch  reqadst.  The  bond- 
creditors'  securities  poiud  not  he  lessened 
without  a  manifest  injustice  to  them ;  it 
was  therefore  the  distresses  of  the  Com- 
pany, and  the  inability  of  administration 
10  assist  them,  that  first  suggested  thene^ 
cessity  of  aubmitting  them  to  parHameat, 
in  order  that  they  might  be  legally  and 
effectuall v  removed.  Ip  such  a  Gase«  then, 
ican  it  be  heHeved  that  adinmistration 
would  consent,  much  less  promUe  theu: 
potection  to  f^ny  plan,  until  parliament 
nad  first  approved  of  it^  Besides,  my 
}ords^  what  la  this  PctiUoa  pqmt  be^rd  at 
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ouf  b^?  Isitacorpoi^tpaaeftheCsia* 
pany  i  No;  i^  i*  a  petition  from  H  pio- 
prietors.  It  will  b^  «aid,  pprbsM,  thst 
the  time  has  b^en  too  short  for  the  ptm* 
moniog  of  a  court:  the  Bill  pfu«^  U)o 
othpr  Iloppe  on  Friday ;  and  iiiU  th^y 
pretend  to  S9iy«  that  they  bad  not  tine  b^ 
tween  th^  and  Wednesday,  when  it  is 
plain,  fro^  the  evidence  at  the  bsr,  tbit 
courts  have  been  assembled  on  a  shorter 
notice  ?  Particularly  on  account  of  the 
very  Bill  now  before  us,  the  proprietoiB 
ifrerp  ^umpion^  the  9th  and  met  the  llih 
instant,  for  these,  ai>d  majiy  other  rtrs. 
sons,  I  aip  for  tlie  third  r^Miog  of  the 
Bill. 

The  Duke  of  Rkhnumd  : 

My  lords;  the  nphle  lord  vho 
spoke  las^  h^  not  only  denied  the  chsrge 
now  m^de  sig^ipst  adminif^tratjon,  coo* 
cerpiog  their  approbation  of  st?ndiHg  out  a 
suDorintendipg  commission,  as  far  a$  hioi- 
9elf  is  concerned;  but,  both  by  implia" 
tion  and  reasoniugi  would  have  us  heliere 
that  no  such  promise  had  or  could  h4ve 
been  given*  Howev^i;  powerful  his  lord- 
ship's reasons  may  be,  or  throng  his  ssser* 
tioos,  I  cannot  by  any  means  assent  to 
them,  as  a  proof  of  what  might  not  poi^- 
bly  have  ooine  within  his  lordship's  koov« 
ledge.  For,  if  1  am  not  totally  mwth 
formed,  the  true  state  of  the  traoiactioQ 
w{|a  thia:  th^  supervision  scheme  being 
proposed  to  aoipe  in  office,  it  was  under* 
9tood  to  be  one  condition  of  it,  thst  go- 
vernment should  have  the  appointing  of 
one  of  the  supervisors ;  but  the  direcion 
having  either  failed  in  their  engagement, 
or  promised  more  than  they  were  sble  is 
p^rforni,  administration  immediately  «1< 
tared  tbeir  sentiments.  If  the  fiict  be 
otherwise,  and  that  Uie  pervons  who  pro- 
pagate this  report  have  invented  it  purely 
to  excuse  themselves,  I  think  it  highly  io? 
combent  on  those  more  immediately  poiol^ 
ed  4t,  to  «et  oa  foot  an  enquify>  vhioh 
majr  exculpate  them  from  that  odiun 
which  must  otherwise  be  the  eonse^w^ 
of  so  scandalous  and  daring  an  abuse  sf 
that  power  with  which  the  ooostitutioa 
hath  entrusted  them.  As  to  what  the  nor 
Ue  lord  Ms  advauQed,  relative  to  the  Pe- 
tition  at  your  lordships'  bar  not  beii^  • 
corporate  act  of  the  Company,  that  cmc^ 
deserve  the  least  altentien,  when  it  isevi^ 
dent,  that  they  had  net  auAcient  tim  ts 
act  lA  their  oorporatia  capacity ;  &t  the 
BiU  was  brought  into  thia  Houas  oo  ^ 
lur^,  and  wtt  npocledi  mthe  f^ 
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p%pen  lo  b^e  been  Tf»ed  ihree  timef  io 
that  d«y.  The  eaiiieyt^tep  the  Cg«i|^y 
coqid  haire  t^km  womIcI  We  .  beeo  oo 
Muiid^y»  t0  give  QoUoe  for  e  general  court; 
tb^etpre  oorepoMiQQ  cowki  hitve  been 
come  to  till  thi«  dey-  What  advantage  or 
iati^accion  thia  roigh^  have  been  to  the 
fr»nit;r8  Qf  ihe  Bill,  mdv  be  eaaily  iina«' 
giiuid ;  I  am  aure  it  i^ould  be  pf  OQ  aervipe 
to  iu  oppeaera* 

The  Lord  Chancdlor  : 

My  lorda;  I  shall  »9l  ^ter  inio 
any  consideration  of  the  argumenta  of 
the  noiile  dake,  beoavae  I  think  nothing 
is  properly  before  ua*  but  whether  the 
reasons  on  whiei)  the  Bill  ia  framed  be 
fiuificient  to  ep title  it  to  oar  concurreoee, 
and  the  facta  on  which  those  reaw)n«  are 
founded  are  fully  proved.  The  firat  of  theae 
ii,  that  the  Company  have  appointed  a 
superintending  commiaaiooy  with  extraor- 
dinaly  pewera ;  the  other,  that  they  per* 
sifted  iR  putting  their  deaigp  in  execution, 
after  thty  knew  that  parliament  had  agreed 
to  take  their^afiaira  .under  conaideration ; 
both  of  which  have  been  proved  at  your 
lonUhips'  bar:  the  very  title  of  the  conamia- 
Bion  apeaka  the  firat,  and  the  evidence  at 
the  bar  the  latter.  This,  in  my  opinion, 
vould  well  warrant  us  in  passing  the  pre- 
lent  Bill;  nor  ahould  (trouble  the  Houae 
vith  any  further  reasons*  did  not  some 
strike  me  so  forcibly  that  I  cannot  help 
takJDg  notice  of  them.  Here  is  a  Bill 
passed  by  the  other  Houae  upon  the  most 
coj^ent  reasons,  dmost  without  dissent,  ^8 
voicea  only  beibg  against  it,  and  persona 
ofall  parties  joining  cheerfully  in  its  sup- 
port. Again,  the  present  Petition  ia  sign* 
edby  only  14  proprietors,  out  of  1,70(H 
vho  have  a  right  to  vote,  beaidea  aliena 
vhobave  not.  In  my  opinion,  peraonal 
charges,  sup|M>rted  by  loose  and  uncer- 
tain iDfonaaliooa,  ahould  be  urged  very 
r'ingly.  Oa  the  whole,  every  ground 
Bill  can  poaaibly  be  taken  upon,  either 
jfi  what  has  hean  advanced  in  er  againal 
iu  support,  1  think  it  deaervea  our  hanrty 
ttocovrenoe. 

The  Duke  oiP  Jtichmond  ; 

The  nobb  hud  on  the  wMlaaok 
^  made  i«i  apfdioataaa  of  what  I  ad- 
wncadin  ge^eHU  levma»  in  a  manner  I 
never  iitfended  it  I  hope  his  lordahip 
5i^  thseafare  eaaGuaaaafli,  it  I  moredieeetly 
"dsaasmyaetftetbe  noble  lord,  who  he 
^Makenly  suppoatti  waa  the  iomedinte 
<*9e«tf|CMy  aainuidiieiaiofw  iq  aaaiare.  hiti^ 


that  noting  w^s  fertber  from  my  thoughts. 
I  have ,  no  more  doubts  of  his  lordship 
being  totally  innocent  of  the  particular 
charge,  than  that  the  charge  itself  cannot 
be  denied,  let  it  light  where  it  niay«  1  he 
noble  lord  who  spoke  last  bcems  to  ley 
great  stress  upon  the  comparatively  small 
numbers  of  the  petitioners.  I  have  spoken 
to  that  point  before,  and  shall  only  now 
remark,  that  suppose  but  one  peraon  had 
been  injured  by  the  present  Bill,  iiie  par* 
ticular  claim  would  not  iu  the  least  be  im^ 
paired  therebyt  As  to  the  attention  that 
this  Bill  deserves  from  the  manner  it  passed 
the  other  House,  I  fancy  his  lordship  for* 
geU  what  little  notice  his  lord»hip  and  a 
great  majority  of  this  House  paid  to  a  Bill 
which  came  last  session  much  more  highly 
recommended  than  even  the  present  fa* 
vouitte. 

The  House  divided ;  Contents  96,  Non«  . 
contents  6.    The  Bill  was  then  passed, 

Proitit  agaiust  pauing  the  BW  to  rt* 
strain  the  East  India  Compan^f  Jrom  ap* 
p  inting  Supervisors  in  India.]  The  fol» 
lowing  Protest  waa  entered  on  the 
Journals : 

**  dissentient. 

1.  *^  Because  the  Bill  takes  away  from  s 
great  body  corporate,  and  from  aeveral 
free  subjects  of  this  realm,  the  exercise  of  * 
a  legal  franchise,  without  any  legal  causf 
of  forfeiture  assigned.  The  persons  ap 
pointing  the  commission  had  by  law  a  right 
to  elect ;  and  the  persons  chosen  had  by  mir  . 
acapacity  of  being  elected.  The  choice  waa 
regularly  made  according  to  the  constitu* 
tion  of  the  Company.  It  waa  confirmed 
on  ballot*  The  supervisors  had  a  full 
right  vested  in  them,  meeable  to.  the 
powers  and  conditions  of  their  appoint- 
ment* No  abuse  haa  been  sjiggested,  no 
delinquency  has  boen  eharged.  These 
legal  ri|^a  and  oapacitiea  are  therefore 
Uaen  away  by  a  mere  act  of  arbitrary 
power>  the  precedent  of  which  leaves  no 
fort  of  security  tothesubjeol  for  his  Uhet* 
ties;  since  his  exercising  them  in  the. 
strictest  conformity  lo  all  the  rates  of  law*, 
ai  well  aa  to  those  of  general  equity  and 
moral  conduct,  is  not  auScient  to  prevent 
parliament  from  intesposmg  its  sovereigo 
powers  to  divest  him  of  these  righta,  bjr 
meana  of  which  insecurity  the  honouivble 
distfaaolien  between  the  British  and  other 
fbrms  of  gjeverameet  ia  ia  a  great  measuiw 
lost ;  a  BSisflMTtune  which  w«  et«  aorry  le 
find  greatly  growUif  upeo  uaby  theae  teaaii 
ponny^cyftsi^aal  mad  paaiial  aou  ef  p»» 


§83]         IS  GEORGE  III. 

Hament,  which,  without  any  contideration 
of  their  conformity  to  the  general  princi- 
ples of  our  law  and  constitution,  are 
adopted  rashly  and  hastily  on  every  petty 
occasion. 

2.  **  Because  this  Bill  appears  to  us  a 
manifest  violation  of  the  public  faith.  The 
charter  of  the  East  India  Company  has 
been  granted  by  the  crown,  authorized  by 
act  of  parliament,  and  purchased  for  va- 
luable consideration  of  money  lent  and 
paid.  That  charter  empowers  the  Com- 
pany to  manage  its  own  af&irs,  according 
to  its  own  discretion,  by  persons  of  its  own 
appointment  This  Bill  suspends  for  a 
time  the  exercise  of  this  privilege;  and  by 
grounding  the  suspension  upon  the  actuu 
interference  of  parliament  in  the  affairs  of 
the  Company,  establishes  a  principle 
which  may  be  used  for  perpetuating  inde- 
finitely the  restraint,  because  parliament 
may  keep  their  affiiirs,  by  frequent  revi- 
sions, almost  perpetually  under  considera- 
tion. The  same  principle  is  also  applicable 
to  the  suspension  or  deprivation  of  any 
other  privilege  which  they  hold  under  their 
charter.  We  admit  that  it  is  difficult  to 
fix  any  legal  limit  to  the  extent  of  legisla- 
.  tive  power :  but  we  apprehend  that  parlia- 
ment is  as  muah  bound,  as  any  individual, 
to  the  observance  of  its  own  compacts ; 
else  it  is  impossible  to  understand  what 
public  faith  means,  or  how  public  credit 
can  subsist. 

S.  **  Because  it  appears,  by  evidence  at 
the  bar  of  this  House  upon  oath,  that  the 
Company  had  received  assurances  from  the 
chairman  and  deputy  chairman  that  the 
appointment  of  a  ccimmission  for  superin- 
tending and  regulating  their  aSaira  would 
be  approved  by  administration.  This  is 
the  only  channel  of  communication  with 
ministers  that  the  Company  can  have ;  and 
it  ia  peculiarly  hard  that,  driven  from  all 
confidence  in  public  fiiith  and  the  laws  of 
their  country,  they  should  find  no  security 
for  their  charter  privileges  against  the  at- 
tempts made  by  those  very  ministers  under 
whose  sanction  they  had  all  possible  reason 
to  believe  they  had  been  acting. 

4.  **  Because  it  appears  to  us  that  the 
Company  was  not  only  authorised  by  law, 
but  bound  in  duty,  to  Wp^mit  a  commission 
for  regulating  their  affairs  and  correcting 
■buses ;  and  it  would,  in  our  opinion,  fur- 
nish a  more  plausible  ground  for  attackinff 
the  lawfiil  powers  of  the  Company,  if  it 
were  charged  that  they  had  not  exer- 
cised them  for  the  redress  of  the  said 
•bases,  than  that  they  had  appointed  a 
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I  commission  for  such  a  necessary  purpoie. 
'  It  might  have  been  alleged  by  the  adfer- 
saries  of  the  Company,  that  noji-uMr,  and 
neglect  of  applying  legal  powen  for  the 
ends  for  which  such  powers  were  given, 
were  matters  of  delinquency  in  that  cocpo« 
ration ;  and  might  have  subjected  them  to 
process  in  the  courts  below,  or  to  an  ad* 
verse  proceeding  in  parliament.  It  is  a 
government,  as  we  conceive,  fall  of  deceit 
as  well  as  violence,  where  men  are  to  be 
punished  if  they  decline,  or  to  be  restrained 
if  they  endeavour  to  exercise,  their  lawful 
powers. 

5.  **  Because  we  have  reason  to  believe, 
from  public  opinion  and  report,  that  greit 
abuses  still  prevail  and  mcrease  in  the 
Company's  settlements  abroad,  which 
makes  it  highly  expedient  that  the  com- 
mission restrained  by  this  Bill  for  six 
months  should  have  as  little  delay  as  pos- 
sible. Six  montlis  delay  in  the  commis- 
sion will,  by  the  nature  of  the  season,  cer- 
tainly protract  its  operation  for  a  year,  and, 
probably,  for  much  longer ;  by  this  means 
all  abuses  will  gain  ground,  and  their  re- 
formation will  become  more  difficult :  nor 
can  we  allow  that  the  speculation  of  more 
ample  powers  to  be  hereafter  given  by 
parliament,  (but  which  are  not  as  yet  so 
much  as  proposed),  can  furnish  an  ade- 
quate reason  for  preventing  the  operatioo 
of  such  powers  as  legally  exist  at  present 
Besides,  without  suspending  the  comoit- 
sion,  any  degree  of  authority  thought  ex- 
pedient might  have  been  superadded  to 
the  present  powers  eiven  by.  the  Coo- 
pany.  We  do  theremre,  in  this  sdenu 
manner,  exculpate  ourselves,  to  thepreieot 
time  and  to  posterity,  from  having  any 
share  in  the  oppressions  which  mav  arise 
or  be  continuea  on  the  native  inhsbiuna 
in  the  Company's  possessions  in  lodit» 
from  any  part  in  the  danger  which  may 
happen  to  their  valuable  possession!,  from 
the  waste  or  decay  of  the  revenues,  or  in 
the  loss  or  diminution  of  trade,  which  may 
so  very  probably  arise  firom  this  wsoton 
and  arbitrary  delay  of  a  timely  remedy*  1^ 
must  be  a  matter  of  astonishment  to  the 
public,  who  haye  for  a  long  time  esroestly 
and  anxiously  looked  to  the  Cooopaoy,  or 
to  parliament,  for  redreas  oi  the  griev- 
ances in  India,  to  find  at  length  thst  the 
latter  is  only  employed  in  preventing  »J 
former  from  doing  its  duty ;  that,  initeaa 
of  correcting  the  abuse,  we  oppose  our| 
selves  to  the  reformation ;  that  when  » 
was  expected  that  those  who  have  wrong- 
ed the  Compaoy  should  be  bfooght  ti 
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eiemplanr  paDbbtneiit,  thesuSbriDg  Com* 
panjr  itsen  is  deprived  of  its  rights;  and 
mstead  oficalling  delinqaents  to  account, 
the  persons  legally  empovrered  to  correct 
or  restrain  them  are  by  parliament  sus- 
pended from  their  office.  It  was  the  more 
necessary  for  the  Company  to  give  the 
ftrictest  a(tention  to  their  affairs,  to  ena- 
ble them  to  answer  the  exorbitant  de- 
iDands  of  government;  as  it  appeared 
from  the  witnesses  at  the  bar  that  the  ex- 
actions of  parliament  have  amounted  to 
more  than  the  whole  of  the.profits  from  tlie 
late  acquisitions,  and  the  trade  in  conse- 
quence of  them ;  while  the  proprietors, 
who  have  spent  so  much,  and  bo  of^en 
risked  their  all  for  the  obtaining  these  ac- 
quisitions, have  not  been  permitted  to  di- 
vide even  so  much  as  the  profits  of  their 
former  trade  would  have  afforded. 

6.  **  Because  the  Bill  was  brought  in  at 
B  season  when  this  House  is  alw^s  ill  at- 
tended, and  carried  through  with  a  violent 
and  indecent  precipitation.  The  reason 
assigned  for  this  precipitation,  is  as  un- 
latisfiictory  as  the  act  is  violent,  ^  That 
unless  the  Bill  was  passed,  the  commis- 
sioners might  sail  during  the  recess  at 
Christmas.'  This,  considering  the  cir- 
cumstances, is  almost  physically  impossi- 
ble ;  nor  if  it  were  otherwise,  can  we  think 
the  mere  possibility  of  the  abuse  of  a  legal 
right  in  the  subject  any  sort  of  reason  for 
our  being  precipitate  in  taking  it  i^way, 

7.  **  Because  a  reason  of  fact  is  alleged 
in  the  preamble  of  the  Bill,  stating  the 
expence  of  the  commission  to  be  very 
considerable.  This  House  has  not  before 
it  any  account  or  estimate  of  the  expences 
actual  or  probable ;  nor  are  we  supplied 
with  any  accounts  shewing,  or  tending  to 
shew,  the  present  ability  or  inability  of  the 
Company  to  bear  it;  so  that  lords  are 
iDade  to  assert  facts,  and  on  these  facts  to 
ground  a  law,  altering  the  condition,  and 
suspending  the  charter  rights  of  the  Com- 
pany, without  a  possibility  of  knowing 
whether  the  said  facts  are  true  or  false. 
^rd8,  in  whom  the  law  places  such  an 
^igh  confidence,  that  it  accepts,  in  all 
cases  of  property,  their  honour  in  the 
place  of  the  sworn  testimony  of  other  men, 
ought,  in  their  public  character,  to  be  re- 
inark:ib]y  punctilious  in  affirming  any 
niatter  which  can  affect  such  property, 
without  a  thorough  knowledge  of  its  truth. 

8.  **  Because  this  House,  not  content 
^nh  asserting  the  said  facts,  without  any 
knowledge  of  their  foundation,  did  abso- 
lutely resolve  to  continue  uninformed,  te- 


fuatng  to  call  for  tlie  evidence  of  tbe  direce 
tors  concerning  the  expence,  or  in  a  mat* 
ter  of  such  importance,  both  in  itself  and 
in  its. example,  to  follow  the  ancient  set^ 
tied  parliamentary  course  of  desiring  a 
conference  with  the  Commons,  in  order 
to  be  acquainted  with  the  evidence  which 
they  had  received,  as  tbe  grounds  of  their 
proceeding ;  by  which  means  this  House 
submits  to  be' the  instrument  of  the  Com- 
mons, to  be  merely  the  register  of  their 
acts,  and  to  lower,  in  the  estimation  of  the 
world,  the  natural  honour  and  dignity  of 
the  Peers. 

"  Lastly,  because  this  Bill  for  suspend- 
ing the  legal  powers  of  the  Company  in 
the  appointment  to  its  own  officers,  ap- 
p^rs  to  us  to  be  part  of  a  design  long 
since  formed,  and  never  abandoned,  for 
enlarging  the  influence  of  the  crown,  (al- 
ready far, too  prevalent  and  extensive),  by 
the  mtroduction  of  ministerial  authority, 
in  the  nomination  to  ^  the  numerous  lucre* 
tive  employments  now  in  the  gift  of.  the 
Company;  a  design  which,  adhering  to  the 
principles  of  the  Protest  of  the  9th  of  Fe- 
bruary 1768,  we  think  ourselves  obliged 
to  oppose.  We,  therefore,  do  protest 
against  this  Bill,  as  evidently  a  leading 
part  in  that  design,  as  inexpedient,  uncon- 
stitutional, supported  neither  by  any  fact 
that  we  know,  nor  any  reason  that  we  have 
heard;  as  contrary  to  national  faith,  in- 
jurious to  public  credit  and  to  the  legal 
rights  of  the  subject ;  and  hurried  through 
this  House  in  a  manner  neither  decent  nor 
parliamentary,  nor  suitable  to  the  inde- 
pendence and  dignity  of  the  Lords.*  ■ 
(Signed^)  Richmond,  Torrington,  Boyle, 
Portland,  Devonshire.'* 
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Debate  in  the  Commons  on  the  BUI  to 
encourage  Foreigners  to  lend  Money  upon 
Estates  in  the  West  Indies."]  January  22, 
177S.  The  House  resolved  itself  into  a 
committee  of  the  whole  House,  Mr. 
Dempster  in  the  chair,  on  Mr.  Pulteney's 
motion  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  encouragmg 
foreigners  to  lend  money  on  estates  in  the 
West  Indies  on  mortgages,  and  to  autho- 
rise them  to  sell  the  lands  so  mortgaged 
for  the  repayment  of  their  principal  and  in- 
terest at  the  end  of  a  certain  term,  and 
under  certain  restrictions.  Mr.  Pulteney, 
before  he  made  the  motion,  informed  the 
House  that  there  was  a  gentleman  waiting 
at  the  door  who  could  give  the  necessary 
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prof  O0ed  KIL 

Mr.  Olwer  Nugenf^  1»  iMf^hmt  in  Do- 
vamtpty  wav  nccordloglf  ealltfd  ri  and 
examined  at  the  hair#    The  tdoat  mmevfol 

Kt  of  lim  evidence  was,  Chat  Ifhe  sutfar 
nds  ki  genend,  part itukirly  fbe  cedi^ 
ftimki,  were  ia  great  want  of  monef ;  Chat 
hfe  iMevr  of  raafi^  app1i<iatioi08  for  f hat  puf' 
puMe ;  that  he  hffmelf,  he  waa  aorr j  to  in^ 
ffftm  the  Hoose,  v^m  one  of  tliat  framber; 
that  irithout  some  immediafe  aid  of  that 
kind,  Che  rmproirenienta  that  ha^e  been 
made  in  those  islands  must  be  lost,  and 
the  planters  coasequetitty  ntiiied,  which 
aaust  be  a  Tery  gfeac  injiiry  to  the  oation ; 
that  money  might  he  easily  procured  at  a 
very  low  interest,  ^)Oth  in  Boiled  and 
Genoa,  if  the  present  Bill  shotdd  jfmss; 
that  the  present  I'ate  of  interest  in  those 
phlces  was  from  2^  to-  S'  pet  cent,  while  it 
was  at  leant  9  in  the  isrands,  and  not  to  be 
proeured  on  any  lenas;  tlmt  the  saAv 
Wanted  would  noV  in'  the  whdie  exceed  one 
a»i]liotv  and  a  liaif  he  heKeved,  nor  wooldl 
sfitsh  a  loan  affect  the  stotka  bat  in  a  tern- 
poi^y  manner,  nor  would  it  lower  their 
price,'  coMpotini^  on  the  largest  sc^le, 
tf>ove  one  and  a  half  per  cent,  that  ^e 
greatest  part  of  the*  money  fo'be*  borrowed 
would  be  procured  in  small  snraa,  paid  in 
by  s^scribers  at  perhaps  K)Of.  or  ro,  to 
the  d4flerent  houses  in  Holland,  and  again 
lent  oat  to  the  West  India  planter  on  a 
eollateral  security  o^  some  eminent  mer- 
chant in  London ;  that  the  IHitch,  and 
other  foreigners,  when  legally  secured, 
wonW  be  very  well  plieased  to  hafve  5  per 
-«ent.  ibr  their  money ;  that  he  knew  of 
money  being  already  procured  in  the  same 
manner  by  the  planters  in  the  island  of  St. 
Croix,  and  that  the  salutary  effects  arising 
therefrom  were  too  notorious  to  require 
any  proof;  that  the  produce  of  the  West 
India  islands*  in  general  were  evidently  on 
the  decrease,  forby'a  paper  which  he  had 
in  his  hand,  it  appearea  by  tlie  custom-^ 
houso  entries,  that  in  some  preceding^ 
years  the  quantity  of  sugars  imported  an- 
nually has  been  from  1()0,000  hogsheads  to 
104>,000,  whereas  in  the  last  years  it  had 
come  down  to  93,000  hogsheads ;  thatthe 
great  scarcity  of  money,  and  difficulty  in 
procuring  it,  might,  he  believed,  be  in  a 
great  measure  imputed  to  the  late  failures, 
and  the  very  great  shocks  which  credit 
in  general  had  sustained ;  that  there  could 
be  no  danger  that  foreigners  would,  by 
landing  money  in.  the  manner  now  pro- 
pOsad>  get'tbeconifignmentrfroBi  the  West 


MJ€9Bw€  iW  m^€ '  C/flWfflHMv 

ladies  into  thah*  haft^  bMHIft  flO  (Mnaa 
WMld  be  fi)und  to  Joia  in  a  OoHtfteral  se* 
eurrtyv  without  having  the  eaasigaAneAtt 
both  in  i^egard  of  indemnity  iWd  emolo** 
nieattf^-«Mr.  Nugent  bavfOg  Wifbdnnra, 

Mr*  Pulteney  said : 

%te\  thfere  A'o  several  other  gen- 
tleaicfa  ready  to  a«l«nd;  but  as  their  tesij- 
atony  is  the  sanbe  aa  what  you  haVe  ahead/ 
heara,  I  will  not  ti'ooble  the  Home  ai^ 
any  farther  evidence  The  kitenfion  of 
thiA  Biil  is  to  procure  ttfoney  for  the  cuiti' 
vation  of  the  sngar  lands  at  air  easier  rate 
than  it  cart  be  obtained  aa  prei^t.  Fo* 
reigivers  have  hitherto  been  resCraiMd 
fVom  lending  money,  on  tfeeoont  of  tbe 
difficulty  iO'  recovering  if.  One  of  (he  ob- 
jects of  this  Bill,  Sir,  is  to^raftiove  thtt  dif- 
ficulty and  enable  fhenfr  t<y  advmif^e  (hciif 
^ac^  with  safety,  they  may  now,  indeed, 
brhYg  aoViOns  at  hrw,  while  thie  twoastioDr 
are  in  amity  with  eaeb  other,  but  in  case 
of  tf  War,  no  aeti6M  of  fbt^igners  against 
Hie'  sabject  wiH  hold  good;  nelt^,  Sir, 
ean  foVeigaers  hold  knd  here ;  and  ^s  is 
not  pecolier  to  us,  but  (Common  in  ew^ 
other  eountryL  Now,  Sii*,  \i  is  not  meant 
to  itatrude  on  tlve  anOieOt  law  of  the  kmd, 
bur  W  secure  thenr  by  ftiort^ge.  Wf 
have  another  kh^d  of  ^eearity  amongst  i» 
by  bond  in  jodgmenf ;  bat  Uiia  metbiki  n 
very  dtsagreeabte  to  the  borrower,  whflc 
that  of  mortgage  is  the  most  c(MlVenieirt 
to  both  borrower  and  lender.  In  mort- 
gages we  have  two  methods  of  recovering, 
one  by  foreclosure,  and  the  other  br  ap* 
plicktion  to  Chancery,  ^  leave  to  sell  the 
estates  and  pay  themselves.  Tho  baer 
mertlbd'I  pfopoae  foreigfneft  tfhotddbaw 
under  propei*  restHetiods.  Some  objec- 
tions'have  indeed*  be^n  made,  but'  they  are 
very  tflding.  The  mOst  itfaterisl  are 
these,  that  it  will  reduce  the  price  of 
sugars,  and  hurt  the  old  planters*  Tbi', 
Sir,  is  very  improbable,  and,  even  if  it  va? 
founded  on  fact,  not  sufficient  to  dertrof 
the  Bill.  America,  Sir,  takes  great  quan- 
titles  of  sugar,  and  it  li  agfowing  eountrj ; 
besides,  lUissia  imports  large  quaotitiest 
and  are  enereasing  in  theif  danaodseTe^ 

The  next  objection  is,  that  it  Will  afect 
our  stocks,  by  making  foreigners,  s'v*^ 
hold  large  sums  in  tliem,  sell  out.  This, 
Sir,  is  not  probable.  Ydu  have  already 
heard,  the  rate  of  inteiest  in  Holland  tf 
from  two  to  three  per  cent,  on  mortgftg^ 
In  our  funds  they  receive  three  and  a  l'^- 
and  it  is*  not  likely  they  will  leave  tW' 
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monqr  at  home  at  two  per  cent*  and  dis- 
pose of  that  at  a  greater  interest  Be- 
tides, Sir,  the  mode  of  raisin|^  money  in 
HoUimd  win  be  by  subscription.  Some 
hrge  boose  will  open,  and  ibe  lesser  mer- 
chants  will  subscribe  lOOL  or  1,000  gilders. 


for  which  bonds  will  be  given ;  and  these   plain.    It  is.  Sir,  to  supply  a  body  of 


wUi  be  ncgpciated  like  our  India  bonds. 
The  next  injection.  Sir,  is  that  it  will  en- 
courage the  interest  to  be  spent  out  of  the 
kingdom :  undoubtedly  it  will ;  and  is  it 
Bot  80  at  present  I  Another  objection  is, 
that,  as  cdlakexal  security  la  required,  the 
kige  houses  will  engross  all  the  business 
of  commissions.  They  will  certainly  have 
more,  and  they  always  have  had ;  there- 
fore no  considerable  di&rence  will  be 
msde  by  this  Bill.  The  last  objection  is, 
tl)at  it  will  encourage  smuggling,  as  the 
borrower,  being  at  the  mercy  of  we  lender, 
vUl  be  ob%edio  take  in  contraband  goods 
belonging  to ,  the  Dutch,  and  carry  them 
to  the  West  Indies.  This,  Sir,  is  very 
easily  sosweced.  In  the  first  place,  the 
planter  will  scarcely,  borrow  15  or  SOfiOOL 
topa^  back  in  a  year.  The  way  I  ima- 
gine it  will  be  ifliorten  years  certain  at 
lesst,  and  during  that  time  the  borrower  is 
as  independent  of  the  lender  as  if  he  did 
not  owe  him  one  farthing.  Therefore  you 
see,  Sir,  this  objection  is  of  no  conse- 
quence at  all ;  for,  at  the  ezptration  of  ten 
or  fifteen  years,  the  planter  may  pay  off 
the  mortgage.  These,  Sir,  are  the  several 
objections  which*  have  been  ursed  against 
the  BiJl,  and  ^hich,  I  think  I  have  an- 
swered to  the  saaisfaction  of  the  committee. 
1  had  the  honour  of  making  this  motion 
two  years  past,  and  it  was  lost  by  a  small 
nujority.  Since*  the  great  injury  credit 
^  of  late  received,  1  conceive  this  Bill 
to  be  doubly  necessary,  as  the  present 
scarcity  of  cash  prevents  the  planters  from 
proceeding;  and  if  they  are  not  enabled 
to  go  on,  the  consequences  will  be  venr 
^atal  to  them  and  the  mother  country.  It 
^as  my  intention  to  have  made  this  mo- 
tion, even  if  this  confu9ion  had  -not  hap- 
pened, and  I  hope  the  committee  are  sa- 
tisfied of  the  propriety  and  expediency  of 
■t-  I  therefore  move,  Sir,  That  it  is  the 
opinion  of  this  committee,  Uiat  a  Bill  to 
SQcourage  foreigners  to  lend  money  on 
^e  esutes  of  British  subjecU  in  the  West 
uidies,  and  to  enable  them  to  recover,  by 
application  to  the  court  of  Chancery,  under 
}roper  restrictions,  their  property,  would 
)e  highly  beneficial  to  this  country,  and 
contribute  to  encourage  and  extend  the 
mltivation  of  lands  in  Uie  sugar  islands. 
[V0L.3CVII.] 


Mf^DcKodetndL  Sir,  I  rise  up  to  se-> 
condthe  motion  of  my  hon.  friend.  He- 
has  entered  so  minutely  into  it,  and  an- 
swered the  several  objections  sq  particu* 
larly,  that  I  have  nothmg  ferther  to  saj  at 
present.    The  utility  of  this  Bill  is  very 


people  with  money  at  an  easier  rate  thaa 
It  can  be  had  at  present,  and  it  is  founded 
on  the  true  principles  of  commerce.  I 
shall  therefore  content  myself  with  merely 
seconding  it,  since  my  honourable  fri^a 
has  so  aoly  and  fully  stated  it,  reserving 
what  may  be  further  said,  should  any  other  - 
objections  be  made. 

The  idotion  was  asreed  to,  and  the  Bill 
was  afterwards  passed  into  a  law. 

Debate  in  the  Commons  on  the  Bill  to 
shorten  the  Duration  of  Parliaments.'} 
January  26.  The  order  of  the  day  being 
read, 

Mr.  Alderman  Satohridge  said : 

Sir;  I  rise,  according  to  my  pro- 
mise, to  make  a  third  time  the  motion  I 
have  twice  before  made  in  the  two  preced- 
ing sessions,  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill 
to  shorten  the  duration  of  parliaments* 
However  anxious  my  wishes  are,  I  must- 
confess  that  I  do  not  flatter  myself  wiUi^ 
any  hopes  of  present  success.  For  I  can- 
not expect  any  assistance  firom  those  mem- 
bers of  the  Hquse  who  are  now  in  admi*. 
nistration,  nor  from  those  who  have  been, 
in  administration,  nor  yet  from  those  en- 
thusiastic general  admirers  of  the  Revolu- 
tion, who  hold  every  thing  as  sacred  that 
has  flowed  from  h;  and  think,  because  it 
was  a  remedy  for  former  evils,  that  we 
need  not  concern  ourselves  about  its  sub- 
secj^uent  abuses.  For  my  own  part,  1  own. 
I  differ  so  much  from  these  last  gent;lamen, 
that,  in  my  opinion,  it  were  better  to  have 
had  no  revolution,  and  to  have  continued 
our  old  race  of  tyrants,  than  to  see  a  sep- . 
tennial  parliament  established  under  any 
family  whatever.  The  only  support. the 
present  motion  can  expect,  must  come 
from  those  who  act  on  a  genuine,  unmixed  . 
principle  of  public  good,  and  an  opinioa 
of  the  duty  they  owe  to  their  constisuentsr 
in  short,  from  those  who  consider  them- 
selves, as  they  are,  the  servants,  not  the 
roasters,  of  the  people.  Whatever  may  at 
present  be  the  number  of  such  represen- 
tatives, I  will  continue  to  trust  that  a  day 
must  at  length  come,  when  they  will  once 
more  compose  a  majority  in  this  House^ 
and  will  restore  to  us  agam.  that  honest . 
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and  equal>  comtitutioiiy  to  wKidi  Aisna- 
tibn  18  itadebted  fbr  all  its  glory  and  pros^ 
pef4ty,  au^by  which  allme  the  people  cai^ 

3^aiti  eojoy  justice,  security^  and-  hep* 
ee^i. 

Sir^h  have  already,  upon  the  two  fbnner 
occaaibns,  so  fully  stated  the  grounds^  and 
niotivefl  of'  my  motion,  Uiat  T  need  not 
now  enter  into  a  long- detail  of  theni ;  I 
fihair therefore  only  repeat  to  you,  that  we 
ape- indebted  to  the  old  Saxon  constitution 
f*r  every  valuable  privilege  we-  enjoy.  It 
continued  to  flburish  inviolate  fbr  more 
than-  5Q0  years,  and  preserved  its  vigour- 
merely  by  a  real  representation  ofthe  peo- 

eC)  and  by  short*  parHan\ents.  Rrom  the 
orman  invasion^  until  the  reign  of  Memy 
S,  they  were  either  discontinued,  or  not 
BuBlbped  to  have'eftct.  F^om  which  pe- 
riod) afler  a  glorious  struggle  of  more 
tban-halfa  century,  this  vabable  acquisi- 
tion, a  short  parliament,  was  recovered^ 
and  the  constitution  hf^opily.brQqght.back 
to  its  first  principles.  The  frequency  of 
pffrliaments^  and  their  hai>pY  conseqnence$, 
are  iticontrovertiblfe  from'  that  time  till  the 
reifffi  of  that  Woody  tyrant-  Henry  8j. 
und4r  whom  they  were  again  lengthened, 
and  who  setithe  fy%t*  example  of  a  seven 
years-  parKament.  The  scandalous  cor^ 
rdption,  and' the  bloody  tets  of  that  mon- 
ster of^ruelty,  which  they  authorised^  are 
the  best  comments  on  the  frrst  septennial  * 
pariiament.  From  his  demise  till  the  time 
f^^Hhe  Rump  Pariiament,  we  were  freed! 
frbm-this  omy  sure  bane  of  En^ishliberty. 
T6  this 'last  succeeded  the  long  Pensioned' 
Pisriiament'  of  Charles.  S,  whose  acts  and 
wtiose  corruption  are  too  recent  and  too 
wdl  known  to  need  any  animadversion. 
Aftier  the  Revolution,  many-  wise  and  in- 
dfepetideat  good  men  endeavoured  once 
more,  to  put  it  out  of  the  ^ower  of  future 
bad^priticea  Or  corrupt  ministers  to  do  any 
eftetual  mischief  to  the  constitution :  and 
they  found  it  impossible  to  effi^ct  this  se- 
curity by  any  others  ijaeans  but  a  short 
paritament  They  at  length  prevailed  so 
nlr  asto'oliftaih  the  Triennial  Bill  to  be 
pyyed  into  a  law.  All  the  advantages  of 
wmch  were  andn  lost,  by  passing  the  fatal 
Septennial  Bul  in  the  year  1?15.  Whe- 
ther parliaments  have  been  more  pure  or 
more  corrupt  smce  this  establishment,  let 
every  honest  man  judge.  I  do  therefore. 
Sir,  as  the  only  possible  remedy  for  idl  the 
evils  we  have  seen  and  felt,  and  fear,  now 
humbly. move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill 
for  shortening  the  duration  oif  parlia- 
ments. 


Mr.  AidaamaJamu  Touiuiaii  (Loii 
M^jcQr,)  said.:. 

Sir;  I:  d^fe^  tv  second'  this  mo- 
tioR>  though  witli'  a»  IHde  expectation  of 
present  success  aa  my  hon.  fnead  who 
moved  it.  I  know  too  well  the  disposjlicm 
of  this  Hbuse,  and^  the  reaaons^  which  the 
majority  have  to  pre^r  a  seven  years  to  a 
shorter  lease,  to  believe  that  any  proposal, 
which  tends  tQ  alter  their  situatton,  will 
be  admitted.  However,  I  hope,  and 
fimily  truat>  that  he  will  persevere  in  an 
annual'  repetition  of  this  motion,  undis- 
mayed by  tlie  present  reception  it  wsf 
meet-  with.  The  integrity  and  deameu 
of  the  principle  will  make  amends  fbr  the 
small  numbers  who-  now  ard  wiHmg  to 
embrace  it ;  and  notwithstanding  the  di^ 
heartening  appearances  ofthe  present  state 
of  public  spuit  amongst  all  ranks  and 
orders  of  men,  both  withhi  doors  and 
without^  P  have  a  firm  reliance  that  the 
pressings  (Ustresses  which  now  hang  oter 
us,  and  the  never- fiiilihs  consequences  of 
a-  corrupt  and'  shameless  goverament, 
which  muM,  fW>m  dby  to  day^  contfnne  to 
pour  in  upon  us,  will' atJength  prodoce 
from  necessity  the  only  saving  measnreof 
a'  short  parlianient^  which  is  now  deoiedio 
right' and  justice.  ' 

As  soon  as  the  Lord  Mayor  had^nisbcd, 
there  was  a  general  clampwr  from  all  sides 
of  the  Hbutoy  crying—"  The  question! 
the  que8ti<Hi  [  the  Question  i"  And  no 
person  appearing'  wUling  to  8i\y  a  single 
word  upon  the  subject,  the  Speaker  was 
going  to  put  the  question ;  whien— 

Mr*  Sheriff  Oliver  asii  '- 

I^rise,  Mr.  Speaker,  in  behrff  rf 
administration,  [the  Ifouse  wa«  instantlj 
in  a  dead  silence,  and  every  ear  tamed  to 
attention]  and  of  opposition -jointly;  be- 
cause on  this  subj«Jt'  they  appear  to  be 
united.  And  I  desire  to  give  a  fe^  rea- 
sons in  favour  of  a  great  majority  of  this 
House,  who  are  going  to  vote  against  the 
present  question,  without  having  "any  ar- 
gument at  all  in  their  own  justification.  It 
would  be  a  great  pity,  Sir,  that- the  merits 
ofthe  cause  should  be  udmown  throng 
the  modesty  of  those  who  are  favourers  of 
lone  parliaments.  Sir,  the  very  being  of 
such  an  administration  as  the  present,  and 
of  such  an  opposition  as  tbie  present,  de- 
pends upon  the  continuance  of  long  pa^' 
liaments.  By  the  wise  constitution  of  this 
country,  tiie  executive  part  of  govemoenj 
was  entirdy  vested  in  the  kix)g*.  A  o^LCd 
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Tbe  forms  and  e^Mmodbs  of  legal 
ceedings  were  ioliiu^^  to  Ihe  jtti  _ 
But  t)^  solid  ipplioatioii  of  justice,  and 
the  disposal  <tf  ibsir  pr9perty»  reSMned 
sMj  in  'the  pempkb  Of 'such  «  ooBBtitu- 
tion  aooeofluoDsl  or  short  parUaknent  was 
a  neoeuaiy  4iait--4aMit  or  the  constitu- 
tioiy  but  no  ptart  ^  tae  govenmieBat.  Par- 
liaiBentisa8%  do  oaaans  aMointed  to  go- 
Tero ;  but  toinif  U>  he  a  dhock  upon  go- 
vernment, to  watch  over  the  Idn^  and  the 
courts  of  justice,  to  guard  the  rights  and 
pivil^ges  df  llie  people,  and  in  their  mame 
and  by  dieirBp|K>hitn]eiit  and  Election,  to. 
^t*occasioiMd  uHtfioBfli  supplies  fi>rfia-j 
tional  parpoaes. 

The  natoial  consequences,  which  in* ; 
deed  we  have  experienced,  of  long  parlia- ' 
inents,  is  to  nabe  thorn  forgot  and  iM^lect 
the  very  ends  of  their  institulioD^nid  lo 
consider  Sheaoaelvas  no  longor  «s  ittefe4e- 
l^gslwaiid-atSonneB  of 'the  people,  bat  as 
peisMis  choaen  for  eevenyems  to  he  4fe 
sbMlnlef  ov«pntois  of  the  cotintry.  liong 
atrliamedls  are  €itaall|r  iqariona  ^to  the 
Woipawert^f tbe<orowti,aadlo  these- 
cority  of  ^tbepecple.  The  sole  'eKclnsive 
nght  of  •enoctttive  govemnent  is  taken 
from  the  one,  and  me  necessary  check  is 
^ttotheotiber.  intone  word,  the  parik- 
nsnt,  whidb  was  appointed  to  watch  over, 
is  become  itnelf  the  adsBioistralton.  The 
^ihh\  mee  «f  shepherds*  dogs  ia  ezftiDct, 
tsA,  by  an  oanatasal  copnlation,a  breed  of 
volvesare  left  so  fanvd  the  flook. 

Sir,  I  do  «Dt  atlenpt,  by  way  of 
Knceand  prdbaUe  cendnsions,  tolbretel 
wbat  will  cone  to  pass ;  I  speak  of  what 
«e  hareseen.  I  lied  tbe  hooonr  to  second 
the  BMftion  af  a  learned  member  of  this 
^osee,  whom  lam  sorry  not  to-see  now 
present,  hr  an  enqairy  intoihe  conduct  of 
the  ooarts  of  jastice.*  It  vras  rejected. 
Notwithstanding  an  :acknowtedged  ample 
fovidoa  had  been  made  lor  the  crown,  it' 
vast  long  sinoe  balfa  million  was  voted 
^  tbia  House  ito  his  Majesty.  When  an 
BB^uiiy  into  tbe  implication  of  k  was  le- 
9>esled,ibatwaslfbewiserefosed  When 
^  any  national  supply  is  moved  for, 
^e^et  enormous  the  sum»  it.  is  readily 
P^foM;  for  the  admniiittration,  who  re- 
^^^>*e  It,  sit  open  Khese  baaches.  When- 
tver  an  ebotrnd  enqmiy  into  tbe  a^iplica- 

***  M  ■     li        ■       < ..I.. -I  ■ 
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tion  'of  motley  'is/moeed  fbiyJtiB 'as  (readily 
reftisodi;  for  the^idniinistratioti,  vrbo  appb* 
•it,  oit  upon  ^hese  benches.  The  prtetod- 
^iogs  of  ooorls  *of  jiiA]ce,4aod  'the  applica- 
tion of •p4^>lic  moaqy,  were  forDserly  the 
^seat  objects  of  pavliameotary  ^enquiry. 
The V  seem  now  to  beoOBsideredaB  a  mis- 
lemplqjHOeDt-of  the  timie,  and  a  derogatimi 
from  itiie  digni^  of  a  'British  parliament. 

Instesd  ^  thetfe  trifling  <oonsidenittonS, 
'Onr  attention  « tiow  drawn  off  to  more  so- 
lemn and  important  subjecls.oflegidation 
and  •debate.  We  *stiil  conftinue  to  he  'a 
<cheok  indeed^4i  4ibeck  npon  bacbDe5i»- 
oeaobmenc  whilst  we  pass  over  thecoma 
man  vulgar  topics  of  ipoblic  jaslice,  itnd 
asilUonS^  of  public  treasure,  the  most  rai- 
nuteenqtliry  vdto  their  cooduot  is  permit- 
ted.; an  Act  has  lately  been  pamed  fto 
obVge  them  So  4iold  ia  their  hands  the 
atrinas  of  their  ooadiesi  another  was  ^mo- 
posed  last 'ssasion  So  id^owHiuc  hefw  anaay 
fttsaei^gemahey  dbonldenfferto  ride  on  tbe 
ontside ;  and  ehe  itekt  may  possibly  pro- 
duce  ansMwr  to  ebUge  them  so  pofl  off 
their  hats  to  their  customers.  Sublime 
contemplations !  which  short  parli&m^nts  • 
would  not  have  time  to  ilpen  into  laws. 
Sach  are  tbe  waithy  aotieiis  of  legislation ! 
such  tbe  Important  ooctmaiionsl  such  the 
natatal  eonseouenoe  of  lengfMirliaaienDts! 
Bnt,  Sir,  besides  libese  greatadvanss^ges  of 
long  parbamontp  i  administration  pariin- 
Bsoats  the  'Ctamn  is  bjf  their  nmansido- 
liveied  from  any  humiliatiiig  obligalaen 
So  the  people.  Does  the  King  want  mo^ 
ney?  Adnnnistratien  will  supply  him.. 
Theim  is  the  grants  and  to  itiem  only  is 
tbe  oUigatioo;  alk  obhgatton  easily  so- 
iiiHd,by  saffsring  those  wm  vote  it  to  ahai^ 
laigely  m  the  plunder.  iMcr  sucb  cia> 
aamstaoces  as  these,  tbe  gentlemen  eon- 
neit5ted  witbadmitfistration  are  sorely  lasti- 
fied  in  voting  sigainst  tbe  present  mieation : 
to  doirtberwise weald  be  an  actor  soicide, 

Tbe  same  csnaideraftions  will  seMw  to 
justify  the  bulk  of  opposition  who  vote 
agaiost  the  present  question.  They  have 
already  been,  and  it  is  not  impiobidblie  to 
suppose  that  they  wmm^  again  be  in  ofice 
on  the  same  phm.  They  havetbevefore 
no  ol^ection  to  a  loag  administration  pav^ 
Maaienl^  provided  tbennelves  coaspoae  n 
part  of  it.  The  expectatioa  of  this,  I  ap- 
prehend to  be  the  chief  cement  of  their 
union,  and  it  is  merely  an  act  of  self-dte^ 
fence  to  vote  against  a  short  parfiassent, 
whose  consequences,  byexdudang  them 
fiiom  a  ehare  in  administration,  muatno* 
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'  Such,  Sff,  appearing  to  me  the  real  mo- 
tifCM  for  rqecting  tl^  preseot  qaeatioDy 
and  the  only  arguments  that  can  oe  truly 
urged  against  it,  I  have  ilcted  a  fiiir  and 
candid  party  by  giving  the  whole  strength 
of  the  adversary's  defence*  and  by  not  suf- 
fering those  justifying  reasons  to  lie  con- 
ceal^, which  their  modesty  might  not 
permit  them  to  avow.  For  my  own  part. 
Sir,  having  no  connection,  and  being  de- 
termined never  to  have  any,  either  with 
those  who  are,  or  have  been,  or  may  here* 
after  be,  in  administration,  I  have  none  of 
their  reasons  to  restrain  me  from  following 
my  principle.  I  abhor  a  long,  absolute, 
administration  parliament,  because  it  leads 
Erectly  and  by  hasty  steps  to  the  very 
•last  dregs  of  despotism.  1  think  that  hu- 
man security  cannot  receive,  nor  human 
policy  devise,  a  more  lasting  and  effica- 
cious security  than  real  representatives  of 
the  peodle  assembled  in  a  parliament  short 
in  its  duration  and  session,  sovereign  in 
its  power  of  controui,  but  stripped  of  every 
attribute  of  executive  government. 

Mr.  DurUze  : 

Sir ;  I  must  implore  the  patience 
of  the  House  for  a  few  minutes,  and  in- 
treat  Iheir  indulgence  for  my  defects.  I 
pretend  to  no  excellence  as  a  speaker,  I 
am  sensible  of  my  inability,  and  feel  my. 
self  very  unequal  to  the  tadc  of  speaking 
-before  so  respectable  and  honourable  an 
assembly.  But,  Sir,  I  cannot  content  my- 
aelf  with  giving  a  silent  vote  upon  a  sub- 
ject like  this.  I  think  it  highly  important, 
and  well  worthy  the  attention  of  this 
House.  I  have  a  very  great  respect  for 
the  character  of  the  hon.  member  who 
moved  this  question,  though  I  have  not 
•the  honour  of  his  acquaintance :  and  I  am 
confident,  that  he  is  well' persuaded  of  the 
propriety  of  the  motion  he  has  made  ^  and 
yet,  Sir,  I  own  my  sentiments  difer  very 
widely  from  his.  I  cannot  think  that  this 
plan  of  a  short  parliament  will  obtain  any 
4^  the  advantages  hoped  for,.or  prevent 
any  of  the  grievances  complained  of.  On 
the  contrary,  it  would  be  attended  with 
numberless  mischiefs  beyond  what  we  now 
Buffer.  I  appeal  to  every  gentleman  who 
hears  me^  what  distractions,  disturbances, 
and  confusion,  always  attend  the  present 
elections.  If  parliaments  were  triennial, 
there  would  be  very  little  interruption  to 
these  disorders;  and  if  they  were  annual, 
the  distuibances  would  be  perpetual.  Be- 
aides.  Sir,  what  prospect  would  tibere  be 
•fafiurelecti<m?  What  gentkmaA  would 
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petition  ?  and^  if  thejr  did  petition,  \m 
could  they  be  determined  \  Sir,  the  psr« 
liament  woiUd  be  dissolved  before  hdf  the 
petitions  would  be  heard.  We  should 
have  nothing  but  false  returns,  confoaon, 
anddisturbimce:  andtherefore,ferthe8ab 
of  peace,  I  shall  be  against  the  qoeBtioD. 
As  soon  as  Mr.  Diintse  had  finished, 
the  cnr  was  repeated  from  every  side  of 
the  House—**  The  question,  the  ques- 
tion !'*  Which  being  put,  the  Hooie  di- 
vided. The  Yeas  went  forth. 
Tellers. 


v-Ao  f  Alderman  ^awbridge    -  1  ^c 
^*^*lLord  Mayor  of  London  \  ^ 

^^^^  IMr.  Duntzfe      -     -     -  J 
So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 
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MotUmfor  a  BiU  to  r^uiate  Prinit 
Mad-houses.']  Feb.  1.  Mr.  ThonuuTom* 
sk^  addreraed  the  chair  as  follows: 

Sir,. J  rise  in  consequence  of  the  aolict 
which  I  gave  previous  to  the  hoUdsji*/ 
a  motion  1  intended  to  make  for  an  esqiiiiy 
into  the  state  of  Private  Mad-houni 
throughout  die  kingdom.  I  wish  gentle- 
men would  enquire  particularly  into  (he 
abuses  which  actually  are  committed,  vA 
make  themselves  masters  of  this  subject, 
which  I  conceive.  Sir,  to  be  equally  seriooi 
and  impoitant.  Some  fiiots  have  resched 
my  knowledge,  which  would  awsken  tbe 
compassion  of  the  most  caHoos  heirt; 
and  I  am  assured  su«^  croetar  aad  imoi* 
tice  is  shewn  to  individuals,  who  are  <men 
confined  from  interested  motives,  thst  can- 
not be  equalled  in  any  other  European 
state.  A  matter  of  this  sort  has  been  isx- 
meriy  agitated  in  pailiament,  and  wai 
carried  on  with  great  expeditioo,  bat  did 
not  succeed,  owing  to  the  part  thegesde' 
men  of  the  long  robe  took  against  it  1 
address  mvsel^  therefore,  i>articiilsrl7  to 
those  gentlemen,  and  wbh  toeir  asaiitSDce. 
It  may,  perhaps,  be  considered  ss  so  un- 
pardonable instanoe  of  presumption  iooe, 
to  take  an  officious  leaa  in  this  affiir;  hot, 
Sir,  while  1  have  the  honour  of  s  seat 
in  this  House,  I  shall  ever  think  it  mj 
duty  to  contribute,  as  much  as  in  ^T 
power,  towards  the  alleviating  tbedtf- 
tresses  of  my  fellow  creatures :  i  therefore 
give  notice,  that  on  Thursday  se'nniipt, 
1  shall  mov«  that  some  papen  of  iotelii- 
gence,  which  were  produced  in  the  ye*' 
176S,  be  hud  before  the  House,  sad  geo* 
tlemen  will  firom  them  receive  soiine^ 
authentic  and  interestiag  isSoxai6»' 
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Mr.  Maehoartk.  SiV,  I  rise  to  second 
my  hoTi.  friend.  Private  mad-hoases  are 
indeed  become  yery  great  nuisances,  and 
I  have  evidence  m  writing  sufficient  to 
shock  the  most  hardened  heart.  I  am  glad 
to  find  an  hon.  gentleman  so  able  has  un- 
dertaken this  matter ;  and  I  wish  with  him, 
that  we  may  have  the  assistance  of  the 
long  robe  ;  I  am  sure,  Sir,  that  we  cannol 
employ  ourselves  in  a  nobler  manner. 
Private  mad-houses,  agreeable  to  their 
origioal  institution,  are  &e  greatest  cha- 
rities in  this  kingdom.  Every  gentleman 
must  suppose,  that  the  loss  of  understiind- 
ing  is  the  greatest  misfortune  that  can  at- 
tend uSi  I  do  not  wish  to  see  private  mad- 
houses suppressed,  but  put  under  such  re- 
gulations, that  the  magistrates  in  the  coun- 
ties through  England  may  have  it  in  their 
power  to  see  justice  done  to  those  who  are 
unhappy  enough  to  become  inhabitants  of 
those  places.  I  am  sure,  Sir,  there  is 
cause  sufficient  to  rouse  the  humanity  of 
the-^tlemen  of  this  House.  The  scenes 
of  distress  lie  hid  in  obscure  comers ;  but 
if  gentlemen  were  once  to  see  them,  I  am 
cooyinoed  they  would  not  rest  a  day  until 
a  Bill  for  their  relief  was  passed  ;  and,  for 
m^  part,  I  solemnly  protest,  that  I  will 
neitoer  mmd  time  nor  trouble,  but  employ 
mryhour  until  some  relief  may  be  ob- 
tained. The  gentlemen  of  the  long  robe 
have  been  aeainst  us :  they  are  the  power- 
ful ouarter  &at  opposed  a  Bill  of  this  sort ; 
bat  I  trust,  when  they  are  acquainted  with 
Ae  abuses  which  I  have  actually  seen, 
they  will  render  every  assistance  possible 
towards  the  completion  of  so  charitable 
sod  laudable  an  undertaking. 

Feb.  11.  Mr.  T.Townshend  moved,  that 
the  Report,*  which,  upon  the  92d  of  Fe- 
bruary 1763,  was  made  from  the  Com- 
mittee, appointed  to  enquire  into  the  state 
<^the  Private  Mad-houses  in  this  king- 
Ann,  might  be  read. 

And  tne  same  being  read  accordingly, 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  next  movedv  'Diat 
leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  the 
regulation  of  Private  Mad-houses.  Leave 
was  accordingly  given.  The  Bill  passed 
we  Commons,  but  was  rejected  by  the 
Urds,  ^  ^ 

Mciion  fir  a  BiU  to  reftukde  the  Assize 
0/ BrmLl  Feb.  1.  The  House  took 
"ito  consideration  the  Report  of  the  Com- 
"^  — " 

*  A  copy  «f  this  Report  wilibe  found  in  vol. 


mittee  dppdnted  to  ezamme  the  aeveral 
Laws  now  in  bemg,  relative  to  the  Assise 
of  Bread.    (See  p.  555). 

Governor  Pownhtl  informed  the  House, 
that  his  Majesty,  ever  anxious  for  the  wel- 
fare of  all  his  subjects,  particulariy  for 
those  who  more  immediately  demanded 
his  paternal  care,  had  recommended  the 
deplorable  situation  of  the  laborious  and 
inaustrious  poor  to  the  consideration  of 
this  House :  that  the  noble  lord,  who  is 
supposed  to  be  the  minister,  had,  in. con- 
formity with  hia  Majesty's  wishes,  turned 
his  attention  to  that  subject,. and  had  ac- 
cordingly moved  for  a  committee  to  en- 
quire mto,  and  reduce,  the  present  high 
price  of  provisions ;  that  however  desirable 
the  attainment  of  such  an  object  might  be, 
it  was  improbable,  if  not  toUdly  impracti- 
cable, because^  whatever  might  be  gained 
in  one  way,  must  be  counteracted  in  ano* 
ther ;  that  to  form  any  permanent  plan 
for  a  general  reduction  of^the  nccessariea 
of  life,  while  it  held  out  false  lights,  if 
proved,  would  be  found  big  with  concealed  ' 
mischief:  that  to  lay  down  any  scale  of 
this  nature,  the  influx  of  specie  of  late 
years,  the  encreased  value  of  labour,  and 
the  produce  of  the  fruits  of  the  earth,  must 
be  jointly  taken  under  consideration :  that 
in  matters  of  so  much  and  so  notorious' 
uncertainty  it  would  be  embracing  diffi- 
culties, and  involving  iis  in  greater  evils 
than  any  we  now  labour  under:  that 
though  we  could  not  fix  on  a  certain 
standard  between  gold  and  silver  on  tiie 
one  part,  and  labour  and  the  products  of 
the  earth  on  the  other,  we  could,  never- 
theless, form  an  estimate  of  the  rc«l  value 
of  the  latter,  witli  reference  to  ^ach  other, 
as  well  as  under  their  several  denomina- 
tions at  former  periods :  that  among  those 
that  were  most  practicable,  and  of  greatest 
importance,  the  reducing  the  price  of 
bread  claimed  our  first  attention  :  that  it 
appeared,  by  the  Report,  that  a  bread 
might  be  made  out  of  flour,  oontaming 
three-fourths  of  the  wheat,  equally  nutri- 
tious with  that  fixed  by  the  assize  of  the 
31st  of  the  late  king :  that  by  the  tables  of 
the  8th  of  Anne,  for  fixing  the  assise,  it 
appears,  that  they  directed  such  a  bread  to 
be  made,  that  if  the  Act  of  the  late  king 
were  repealed,  and  the  assize  <tf  Anne 
again  adopted,  whereby  a  flour  repre- 
senting the  whole  wheat  were  made,  it 
would  produce  as  wholesome  and  as  nu- 
tritive a  bread,  and  produce  a  saving  of 
4<^  in  the  peck  loaf;  that  a  very  able  and 
labonoua  writer  on  the  com  trade  tup- 
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jn«w,  iipoD  .the  b^  groundi^  that  there 

are   600|0Q0  pertooswho  <eat  wbeaten 

bread  in  the  cities  of  London  and  West- 

mioflter,  and  the  places  annexed.;  ^at 

each  of  those  on  an  average  conaome  the 

.produce  of  a  quarter  of  wheat  in  bread, 

.amounting  to   14   million    peek  loaves^ 

whidi  at  a  saving  of  4d.  each  would  make 

the  sum  of  240,000^    That  supposii^  the 

poorer  sort  of  people  to  fbrm  but  two 

■thirds  of  this  number,  this  W4>ttld  amount 

.to   no  less  than   an   annual    saving   of 

160,000/.  to  the  kborieus  and  industrious 

.inhabitants  of  London  and  Westminster, 

.and  their  vicinity :   that  taking  up  the 

.above  computation  •on  a  larger  gsoanclt  the 

aame  author  supposes,  that  authe  .people 

who  eat  wheaten  bread  in  England*  aoe  at 

Jewt  8*750^000,  which  aooovdiiig  to  the 

last  mentioned  premises,  if  the  pMaent 

.scheme  shoi^d  be  hi^pily  adopted,  wouU 

/take  a  burthen  off  those  wha  ane^estable 

40  bear  it  of  UiOOfiOOL  annually.    He 

;iiext  ftaibrmed  the  House  of  a  «raxiaty  af 

(Curious  and  important  lijgiMs^  Xbat  bad 

"been  gathesed  in  the  icommittee  lioth  iaam 

parole  in<brmatAon»  and  the  caialaws  «f 

ancient  times,  particularly  die  latter,  hy 

«whKh  it  was  aiscovered,  that  ffoni  thie 

21st  of  Edward  ;S;  to  the  late  lung's  reign, 

itbe  manner  of  fixiiig  the  assiae  never 

.varied ;  and  even  imon  claser  iaspeotiea 

>lhey  found  that  the  wrmer  bad  been  only 

copied  from  much  mone  ««mote  times, 

^aveii  so  fiur  back  as  the  igneat  Al&ed, 

which  was  for  a  period  ef  abwpe  800  yomn. 

He<3ancluded'wtth  movinf,  **  That  li 

Jbe  given  to  bring  ina  Bill  for  lietber  r( 

latmg  the  asstxe,  and  making  eif  ' 

Leave  was  accordingly  ^ven. 


Mgtitmjkr  AZbJo  OMmdAejIa 
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MoUomfor  a  Bill  to  prenetU  the  Con- 
^ualmetit  if  the  Deaths  if  Bastard  CkU- 
dreuA     Eeb.  S.    Mr.  Uckfi^nt  said>~ 
Sir ;  I  rise  to  bespeak  the  dtieation  of  the 
Howe  upon  a  veiy  la^ontant  subject. 
It  is  respecting  the  situation  af  bastaitd 
dhildren,  which  calls  aloud  lor  the  huma- 
aity  and  interposition  af  tUs  Heuseu    I 
)m  the  honour  of  beiog  one  wbo  was  ap- 
|>oiated  with  others  last  session  to  bring 
m  a  Bill  for  the  more  eiectually  pimtshing 
the  concealing  the  death  of  bastard  chil- 
dren; and  Chough  itmetwkhafavouiaMe 
jeoqption  here,  it  was  rejected  in  the 
other  House  of  Parliamenu    I  am  ^ 
Jiopes,  Sir,  when  this  asatter  becomes  ae- 
rioudy  considered,  the  Lords  will  give 
itbeic  Assent ;  fior  at  preient  the  law  is  of 
-little  uae^  aa  ihe  jttd^s^  the  jury^aiidau 

4| 


ditoESy  JMitwithstanding  the 

are  plain,  often  acquit  unfortunate 

Those  acquittals,  ^ir,  encourage  wonwa, 
who  unhappily  are  in  this  pmicsment; 
and  the  law,  from  its  severity,  is  fendeied 
incffeotual.  If  any  lenity  is  to  be  shewn, 
1^  it  be  by  the  legislature.  I  Ium,  Sir, 
to  see  the  Act  made  in  the  rejan  of  Jamei 
•the  1st  jepealed :  it  is  now  incteed  of  little 
e&ct;  and  extraordinary  as  the  wi&bii^ 
a  repeal  of  a  law  rendered  useleis  wkj 
anpear  to  the  House,  I  will  eii|ikiB  mj- 
.seif.  The  judpe  frequentfy^  from  a  ao- 
tive  of  humanity,  .pardons  those  unibrttt- 
nate  woman;  tmd  I  would  have  psriia- 
ment,  however  laudable  it  may  he  ia  tbe 
judjgestodiqiense  with  the  Act,  iqpsilit, 
andJiave a  nunishment  for  the  fiituie,  tbe 
^ceitaint^  or  which  may  deter  women  from 
destrayug  and  afterwards  concealiiy  tbe 
•deaths  lof  their  bastard  children.  1  lasve, 
dler^:Sir,  "  That  leave  be  giveaivhiiQ^ 
ingin  a  Bill  to  repeal  aa  Aot  oHMfe  in  tbe 
21at  ofJames  the  Ist ;  and  tofreveattbe 
concealmeitt  of  the  deaths  afiBKtsid«bii- 
dren."  Leave  was  granted. 


Motion  for  Bilk  io  mmmd  the  MA  k 
jnreveni  the  Stealing  ^Dtge^  »anifirtk 
Preservation  ^  Game.l  Feb.  S.  Mr. 
Sichard  JFhUw&rtL  Mr.  Speaker,  si  tbe 
House  has  no  great  hnsinest  4>f  iatpat^ 
aaoe  at  paesent,  I  hope  to  be  induced  fiv 
a  few  aoments ;  and  however  trifling  tbe 
4>ccaBion  may  appear  to  acme  §soAmeik 
1  makejio  doubt  but  i  shaH  merit  then- 
tantian  of  this  House.  U  i^  Sir,  nsspedh 
ing  the  Dog  Act ;  an.  Act  which  da- 
graces  your  statute^,  and  pnascribes  a  oiode 
of  punishment  which  I  am  certain  is  uo- 
coastitutiorml.  How  it  was  posstUe  for 
Uiis  House  to  be  betcayad  iato  sacb  « 
measure,  I  caimot  conceive ;  moAthaiyWi 
Sir,  shouU  read  this  Bill  three  fleosiste 
tiBoea!  vou!  whose  ffvat  kaawie^  » 
law  enabled  you  to  discover  the  glsraf 
absurdities  with  winoh  it  is  sbaaieiully 
loaded,  is  to  me  a  very  eatraordkiBiyai;' 
oumsaanoe  indeed?  I  can  hardly  prevail 
on  myself  to  believe  this  Bill  war  e^r 
the  deliberate  production  of  this  Home. 
Surely,  Sir,  it  was  impossible  the  wiidov 
of  this  House  could  ever  assent  .to  the 
whipping  of  probably  an  irmocent  maoi 
and  allow  him  liberty  after^aards  to  >p- 
peal,  and  assert  his  innooencej  ^?*^ 
certainly  be  a  fraud  upon  the  cofluaanjO^' 
It  Q&nnot  be  our  Bill  1  Let  me  see.  [Betf 
M>.  WhitworAread  the  printers' asni» J 
I  However,  Sir,  joking  asioci  it  caoiei  ^ 
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erident  marlu  that  it  was  not  pasted  m 
those  dhys  when  the  good  old  Qnribw 
fifled  the  diiiir;  but  the  times  «hxce  then 
are  strangely  altered !  The  dffierence  is 
incre^Ie.  [Here  the  House  attempted 
tomamrar.]  Excuse  me,  Sir,  lam  yet 
irithin  order;  I  assert  the'  truth ;  and  if* 
any  gendem^  wiU  give  himself  the  trou- 
ble tO'  convince  me  of  mymfstake,  I  wiH 
most  readily.  l)eg  pardon*  of^tlie  Bbuse  ftr^ 
having trespjEissea  on  ^eir- patience;  but 
the  craelty  and  folly  of  this  Ml  is  so  con- 
spicumisy  that  t  cannot,  as  a  memberof 
I»rliament^  hdp  standing^up  inmyplace, 
and  condemning  it  as  equally  mjarious 
tnddisgracefbL  Ifgentlemen  wiR  perdse 
i^  I  fmveno  dbubtbut  they  will  agree 
with  me  that  it  ought'  to  be  repealed* 
There  are  many  other  absurdities  of  less 
consequence  in.  this  BiD;  the  first  of  them 
that  stares  you  in  the  face  is  the  altering 
the  mode  of  punishment  fbr  the  second  o^ 
fence.  A  direct  contradiction !  And  how 
is  it  posBible  fbr  a  magistrate,  when  an  of- 
fender is  brought  before  him»  to  know 
whether  it  is  the  first  or  second  ofitoce  ^ 
Another-  one,  no  less  extraordinary  and 
unconstitutional,  is  the  manner  of  convic- 
tion. It  is  upon  an  information  only^  and 
that  informatton  is  not  to  be  made  upon 
'^**"    Have  we  any  thing  to  ecpial  this  in 
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OOT  statutes  ?  BTo !  Stiame  upon  such '  dis- 
gnceful  proceedings;  I  am  at  a  loss  for 
words  severe  enough  to  Censure  diem. 
Was  it  ever  heiird  of  before  in  this  coun- 
try, that  one  mmi  shall  i)e  pid>1idy  whipped 
upon  the  mere  ip^e  dixit  of  another?  1  am 
astonishedt.how  this  House,  distinguished 
fer  its  wisdom,  could  be  guilty  of  so  noto- 
riotts  an  error ;  and  I  will  liot  rest  tilJ  the 
numerous  defects  in  this  Bill  are  iiemedied; 
or  the  BiH;  which  is  a  disgrace  to  oursta- 
tutes,  repeMed.  As  to  the  other  clauses, 
they  are  of  less  import^  and  1  will  not  trou- 
ble the  House  any  farther.  1- therefore 
pove,  Sir,  that  leave  be  given  fbrbHnging 
^  a  Bill  for  rendering  more  efiectoal  an 
Act  passed  in  the  10th  of  the  present 
'Wgn,  for  preventing  the  stealing  of  dogs. 
A  Member.  Sir,  I  rise  tin  to  say  some- 
thing upon  this  matter,  as  the  hon.  gentle- ' 
jnah  who'had  the  orders  of  this  House  to 
iiTing  in  the  6ill,  is  absent;  and  as  I  was 
concerned  in  another  Bill  of  a  similar  na- 
iIl^'  ^^ich  the  hon.  gentleman  will  most 
Wyalso  object  to,  I  think  it  incumbent 
^  me  to'  vindicate  the  conduct  of  the  hnn. 
«»eniber  Who  is  absent.  I  have  heard 
'^hat  the  ht)n.  gentleman  who  njhde  the 
ttotion  has  said  wi tiutr  and  Without  doors, 


an^Fcodbas  the  Bill^fs  not,  hv  my^opi^ 
nion,  possessed  of  those^absdrdities  and 
contradictions  which  he  imagines  it  is. 
As  to  the  mode  of  punishment,  I  think  it* 
perfeotiy  dear  ana  just.'   The  man- may* 
appeal  ihstandVy  and  when  an  appeal  is' 
oncelodgedi  tlie  punishment iir' itnmedi* 
ately.  suspended.     No  man  >rtll' decline 
appealing 'fbr  ftur  d^ys,  nor'  iirit  likely  Ike" 
wil!  st^mit  to  be  pumshed  without  appeal* 
ing.'   Hbw^ver,  Sir,  tt>  convincethe Iton. 
centf^ain'  of  m^  readiness'  to  liave  bur 
law^  et^ctt  and  just^'  \  heartily  second' 
the  motion; 

Wr.  'R  Tomshend.  .  Sfr,  I  remember- 
last  session  the  same^  objections  as  Mave 
been  started,  by  the  hon.  g-entlemati  who* 
made  the  ttiotion  struck  me,  and  I  was ' 
desirous  of  cpovingfor  a  repeal  of  the  Bill 
altogether*,  but  gentlemen  who  wished  to 
preserve'  Hieir  dogs  were  averse  to  that; 
and  when  I  attempted  to  move  to  have  it- 
explained-  and  amended,  the  gentlemen 
who  were  concerned  in  the  dtuwing  of 
this  Bill  were  so  tenacious  of  their  Judg- 
ment and  abHities,  that  I  was  moved  out' 
of  the  committee.    I  hope,  however,  the' 
House  will  now  take  it  into  consideration ; 
and,  if  the  hon.  gentleman  is  agreeable,  I< 
think  the  words  *  to  amend  and  explain* 
are  much  better  than  those  of  *  rendering, 
more  efiectoaV 

Mr.  R,  WhiUwrth.    1  have  no  objcfc- 
tibn  at  idl  to  the  words  *  amend  and  ex-' 

fain,'  they  are  most  certainly  better;  but.* 
never  wish  to  lay  two  acts  of  pariiamenT 
befbre  aijustfce  or  the  peace,  as  they  will^ 
only  perplex  him:  one. he  may  under-' 
stand,,  but  two  will  confuse  him.  At  some 
other  time  I  wiB  move  for  some  altera- 
tions in  the  Game  Act.  The^nal^in 
that  b  verbathn  the  same  as  in  the  Dog 
Act.  [H6re  several  members  begged  him' 
to  proceed,  and  finish  with  both  at  once.}^ 
I  will  not  detain  the  House  five  minutes 
then,  as  one  is  exactly  the  same  as  the^ 
other.  TTie  defectar  are  equal,  and  I  think* 
seriously  deserving  of  amendment.  1' 
therefore  move.  Sir,  that  leave"  be  ^ven 
to  bring  in  a'BiH  to  amend  aind  explain  an' 
Act  for  the  better  preservalion  of  the 
Game  in  that  part  of  Great  Britain  called' 
England:  '     ' 

Leave  was  given  to.  bring'  in  the  said 
Bills. 

MbtionJSr  a  Billlo predent  ForehrieTf* 
being  part  (koners  of  British  Ships  J]  Peb.*. 
Mr.  Rose  Fuller  moved  the  House«  that  i^' 
jAcTpassed  inthe  Ifitfa  of  Charles  ^,  cowi^- 
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moDly  called  the  Navigatioii  Act,  mi^t 
be  read,  as  well  as  aDOther  of  the  7th  and 
8th  of  William  S,  intitled  an  Act  for  pre- 
venting frauds  and  regulating  abuses  in 
the  plantation  trade ;  which  being  agreed 
to,  he  observed,  that  it  was  chiefly  to  this 
Act  and  this  explanation,  Uiat  we  pwed 
almost  all  the  advantages  we  enjoyed  as 
a  great  trading  and  commercial  nation; 
that  to  this  only  we  were  indebted  for  our 
present  national  opulence  and  naval  pre- 
eminence ;  that  it  was  one  of  the  prime 
provisions  in  that  law,  nay  the  erandL  basis 
df  the  rest,  that  no  foreigner  would  have 
any  diare  or  property  in  any  vessel  com- 
ing from  our  settlements  in  North  Ame- 
rica, the  West  Indies,  Asia,  or  African 
for  that  it  was  specially  provided  that  the 
produce  of  our  colonies,  in  those  several 
places,  should  be  transported  in  British 
bottoms,  that  is,  by  vessels  solely  the  pro- 
perty of  natural  born  subiecta;  that  how- 
ever salutary  this  ktw  migntbe,  there  were 
opportunities  frequently  taken,  particu- 
larly of  late,  to  employ  it  to  the  worst 
purposes,  which  was  by  foreigners  pur- 
chasing shares  of  vessels  employed  in 
those  respective  trades,  and  refusing  to 
part  with  them,  unless  an  ex orblunt  ad- 
vance, beyond  the  real  value  of  those 
shares,  was  given  them,  by  which  means 
the  other  partners  and  owners  were  ob- 
liged to  comply  witli  those  unjust  demands, 
or  submit  to  an  enormous  expence ;  that 
he  should  not  take  up  the  time  of  die 
House  in  multiplying  mstances  of  this 
extraordinary  mode  of  fraud,  but  just  ad- 
vert to  a  case  of  which,  if  necessary,  there 
was  evidence  readv  to  be  given  at  the  bar, 
which  was  of  a  foreigner  who  had  two 
shares  in  a  ship  bound  to  Jamaica,  and 
just  ready  to  sail,  who  now  actudly  in- 
sisted that  he  should  have  his  own  price 
for  those  shares,  and  had,  to  prevent  a  pos- 
sibility of  the  contrary,  given  notice  to  the 
boards  of  Admiralty,  Trade,  and  Customs ; 
that  the  rest  of  the  partners,  resolvine  to 
put  a  stop  to  so  fraudulent  and  pernicious 
a  practice,  had  determined  to  persevere, 
though  at  the  expence  of  at  least  five 
pounds  a  day,  and  apply  to  the  legislature 
for  redress;  that,  seeing  the  urgent  ne- 
cessity for  the  immediate  interference  of 
parliament  in  a  matter  of  such  a  nature, 
lie  now  moved,  «  That  this  House  will, 
upon  Tuesdav  next,  resolve  itself  into  a 
committee  or  the  whole  House,  to  oon- 
aider  of  proper  methods  of  preventing  the 
evils  arismg  from  foreigners  becoming  part 
timers  of  ships  trading  to  Asia,  Africa, 


and  America.'*  The  reason,  he  said,  for 
making  the  word  *  part  owners*  part  o£ 
the  motion,  was  to  avoid  the  hurtine  a 
very  beneficial  trade  now  carried  on,  which 
was  building  ships  in  America  and  the 
West  Indies  and  disposing  of  them  to  fo- 
reigners here  and  elsewhere. 

The  Speaker  remarked  froin  the  diair, 
that  this  was  a  new  species  of  villainy,  and 
one  of  the  most  extraordinary  that  had 
been  ever  devised,  that  a  man  should  pur- 
chase a  shai-e  in  a  vessel  with  the  sole  viev 
of  raising  contributions  on  the  rest  of  the 
owners.  He  added,  that  he  hoped  there 
was  some  method  of  coming  at  such  atro- 
cious ofiSsnders,  they  merited  sigosl  pu- 
nishment, and  he  trusted  they  would  ac- 
cordingly receive  it;  at  least,  nothing  in 
his  power  should  be  wanting  to  e&ct  it, 

Mr.  Dempster  ob|ected  to  the  necessity 
of  the  intended  motion,  as  there  were  me- 
thods, he  believed,  might  be  pursued  that 
would  answer  the  same  end  as  eica- 
ciously,  without  increasing  the  number  of 
our  laws,  or  giving  the  legislature  so  much 
trouble. 

Mr.  Grei/  Cawper  answered,  that  he 
much  doubted  whether  there  were  any 
such ;  that  the  motion  was  a  very  proper 
one ;  that  it  might  answer  the  intention  is 
well  in  future  as  on  the  present  occasion; 
and  that  if  on  enquiry  it  was  found  that 
the  law  had  providfed  a  sufficient  remedy, 
the  Bill  might  be  ^en  dropped. 

Feb.  IS.  Mr.  Rase  Fuller  mored, 
that  the  House  should  go  into  the  said 
committee..  He  understood  there  was 
a  standing  order  of  the  House  of  last  year, 
which  directed  that  no  proposition  for  the 
altering  of  any  of  the  laws  relative  to  re- 
ligion or  trade  should  be  examined  but  in 
a  cipmmittee.'.  This  motion,  he  conceived, 
was  tlierefore  strictly  within  that  order* 
He  said  there  were,  several  witnesses  wait* 
ing  at  the  door-ready  to  be  called  in  end 
examined,  in  prdet  to  prove  to  the  House 
the  grounds  and  necessity  there  were  for 
the  present  application ;  and  finished  by 
observing,  that  the  part  he  had  taken  m 
this  matter  proceeded  by  no  means  from 
a  desire  of  fixing  a  stigma  or  throiring 
obloquy  upon  any  man,  but  purely  with 
an  intention  of  procuring  redress  tot  an 
evil  that  called  loudly  for  relief. 

The  House  accordingly  went  into « 
committee  (Mr,  Alderman  Oliver  in  w« 
chair),  when  Mr.  Moss,  Mr.  Alcock,Mr. 
Simon,  ^c.  wer^  examined  at  ^^^^' 
The  subsUnce  of  their  evidence  waa,  ia» 
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the  shiDS  Ipswich  and  Manning  were  bdth 
in  the  Jamaica  trade,  and  river  built :  that 
the  former  ia  of  400  tons  burthen,  the  lat- 
ter 305  tons :  that  a  M.  M assou,  a  French- 
man, and  not  naturalized,  purchased  at  a 
mie  an  eighth  of  the 'ship  Ipswich,  and 
three  sixteenths  of  the  Manning:  that  no- 
tice had  been  given  at  the  Admiralty  to 
prevent  them  getting  Mediterranean  passes, 
SDd  at  the  Custom-house  to  prevent  their 
saih'ng,  as  a  foreigner  was  part  owner: 
that  the  said  M.  Massou,  as  soon  as  this 
impediment  was  discovered,  on  being  ap- 
plied to,  and  desired  to  dispose  of  those 
ihares  for  a  reasonable  compensation,  ab- 
sohitelv  refused,  unless  at  an  advance 
nrach  beyond  the  market  price,  or  their 
leal  value :  that  the  latter  of  those  vessels 
had  been  detained  by  that,  means  in  the 
river  since  the  20tb  of  January,  at  a  very 
great  expence,  and  had  lost  her  freight : 
uiat  the  other  had  been  likewise  detained, 
under  a  similar  expence,  since  the  12th  of 
the  same  month :  and  that  the  broker, 
who  flold  one  of  the  shares  to  M.  Massou, 
having  informed  him  that  such  a  purchase 
vouid  answer  no  end,  as  he  was  precluded 
from  deriving  any  benefit  from  it  by  the 
laws  of  this  country,  M.  Massou  answered, 
that  be  was  fully  apprised  of  that,  but 
doubted  not  he  shoula  nevertheless  profit 
by  the  transaction. 

AfWr  these  witnesses  were  examined,  a 
person,  who  was  master  of  a  vessel  in  the 
same  trade,  in  HTO,  informed  the  House, 
that,  being  outward  bound,  he  was  lyins 
>t  Gravesend,  where  he  was  prevented 
from  proceedioff  on  his  voyage  by  an  or- 
der from  the  Admiralty ;  the  reason  of 
which  was  a  foreigner  having  been  dis- 
covered to  be  part  owner:  mat  upon  an 
^plication  to  him  to  sell  his  share,  he  re- 
plied; and  that  at  length  the  rest  of  the 
owners  were  obliged  to  comply  with  the 
aorbitant  demand  of  1501.  for  his  eighth, 
^  a  compliment  of  ten  guineas  to  the 
^^fney,  though  another  eighth,  which 
came  to  be  disposed  of  at  the  same  time 
hy  death,  brought  no  more  than  661.  10s. 

When  the  ^dence  was  finished,  Mr. 
Fuller  moved,  That  leave  be  given  to 
bring  iu  a  Bill  for  preventing  abuses  in 
the  sale  of  shares  in  British  built  ships  to 
^feigners ;  which  was  -accordingly  given. 

T>ebate  in  the  Qmmons  on  a  Petition 

^"w  the  Captains  »n  the  Navy  for  an  Ad' 

«'^"«  to  their  Half  Pay.'}     t'ebruary  9. 

*^  Hotoe  acquainted  the  House  that  he 

™  a  Petition  to  present  from  the  Cap- 
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Uins  of  the  Navy  for  an  increase  of  their 
Half-pay. 

The  Speaker  asked  whether  it  had  the 
consent  of  the  crown. 

Loid  North  rose  and  informed  the 
House,  that  no  matter,  which  was  to  afiect 
the  public  revenue,  could  be  ^itated  in 
that  House,  without  the  consent  of  the 
crown,  given  by  some  of  its  officers ;  thait* 
though  that  form  had  not  been  complied 
with,  he  did  not  rise  to  oppose  the  Feti- 
tion  being  brought  up ;  but  he  took  this 
opportunity  of  informing  such  as  might 
be  eoually  interested  on  the  same  ground, 
that  his  consent  in  the  present  instance,, 
by  no  means  implied  an  approbation  or 
promise  of  support  to  the  measure;  as  he 
was,  for  the  most  cogent  reasons,  deter- 
mined to  oppose  it  through  every  stage. 

Then  the  Petition  was  brought  up  and 
read ;  setting  forth, 

*<  That  many  of  the  Petitioners,  having 
no  other  means  of  subsistence  than  their 
halfrpay,  are  under  the  greatest  difficultiea 
to  provide  for  their  support ;  and  that  the 
provision  made  for  them,  and  stiled  their 
Half-pay,  is  rated  on  a  reduced  establish- 
ment, and  does  not,  in  their  |>articular 
case,  bear  the  proportion  to  their  whole* 
pay ;  and  that  tne  petitioners  have  always 
been,  and  ever  shall  be,  ready  to  testify, 
by  their  conduct,  their  unabated  zeal  for 
the  public  service ;  and  solicit  such  relief, 
in  their  present  necessities^  by  a  suitable 
addition  to  their  half-pay,  or  silch  other 
relief,  as  to  the  House  shall  seem  meet." 

After  the  Petition  had  been  read,  there 
was  a  general  silence  in  the  House  for  a 
full  minute,  probably  on  account  of  the 
modest  terms  in  which  it  was  conceived, 
considering  the  rank  and  the  high  and 
notorious  deserts  of  the  petitioners.  At 
length 

Lord  Home  rose,  and  stated  to  the 
House  in  the  most  moderate  and  guarded 
terms^  the  grounds  on  which  the  request 
of  the  petitioners  was  founded ;  he  stated 
the  manner  of  paying  and  providing  for 
the  cu>tain8  of  tV.e  navy,  from  the  time  of 
their  first  having  a  determined  existence, 
as  a  military  body,  to  tbe  establishnanent 
by  which  their  pay  is  now  r^ulated :  he 
gave  an  account  or  the  provision  made  for 
this  body  of  men  in  the  infant  state  of  the 
navy,  particularly  in  the  years  1667, 1673, 
and  1674;  hi  the  reign  of  king  James  aa 
well  as  of  king  Willi^ ;  and  of  the  regu« 
lations  of  16d6,  and  1700,  of  that  prince, 
by  an  order  of  council^  and  so  on  to  the 
year  1715,  when  they  were  put  on  the 
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footing  tJiey  have  continued  ever  sinca 
By  all  which  it  was  evident,  tliat,  till  the 
latter  period,  they  were  always  highly 
rewarded  by  posts  of  considerable  profit, 
by  particular  gratifications,  or  by  an  half- 
pay  double  to  what  they  now  received; 
nis  lordship  therefore  moved,  **  That  the 
Petition  be  referred  to  the  consideration 
cxf  a  committee ;  and  that  they  do  examine 
the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same  to 
the  House." 

Lord  North  informed  the  House,  that 
froni  every  sentiment  of  humanity  and 
gratitude,  be  should  be  inclined  to  sup- 
port the  noble  lord's  motion;  that  he  was 
well  convinced  of  the  meri^  and  indeed 
the  claim,  ,the  petitioners  had  to  public 
notice  and  support ;  that  it  was  impossible 
to  forget  the  great  and  conspicuous  pre- 
tensions on  which  their  claims  were 
founded ;  that  the  important  services  they 
had  rendered  their  country  in  contribut- 
ing, with  the  rest  of  the  miliUry,  towards 
the  successes  of  the  late  war,  were  al- 
ready spificiently  recorded;  that,  there- 
fore, it  must  be  extremely  painful  to  him 
to  object  to  any  proposal  intended  for  their 
benefit ;  but  that  it  was  not  what  he,  or 
any  other  gentleman  in  that  House,  might 
ftel  on  the  present  occasion  which  should 
direct  them.  It  was  not,  he  said,  what 
ought  to  be  done,  but  what  could  be  done  x 
the  public  finances  should  be  considered, 
and  the  strength  of  the  nation,  on  which 
the  state  of  those  finances  so  materially 
depend:  that  if  the  present  application 
was  granted,  it  would  only  open  a  door 
for  more;  that  to  grant  one  would  be 
doing  nothing,  and  granting  all  totally 
impracticable,  for  mfmy  reasons  well 
known ;  and  that,  among  some  others, 
which  It  was  needless  to  enumerate,  he 
understood  the  ship-wrights  intended  to 
ipply  to  that  House  for  an  mcrease  of 
their  wages;  that  therefore  the  impossibi- 
lity of  complying  with  all  those  applica- 
tions, without  involving  the  nation  in  con- 
iequences  which  could  be  only  known  to 
persons  who  had  turned  their  attention  to 
the  subject,  induced  him  to  give  a  hearty 
negative  to  the  present  motion* 

Captain  Constantine  Phipps  next  stood 
up,  and  said,  that  though  be  had  the  ho- 
nour to  belotig  to  the  corps  who  were  pe- 
titioners at  the  bar,  be  had  no  personal 
motive  to  induce  him  to  stand  up  in  their 
behalf,  further  than  the  propriety  of  the 
re(|uest,  and  the  necessity  there  was  for 
complying;  with  it :  that  he  had  neither 
their  merit  to  establish  any  claim  on,  nor 


their  wants  to  plead ;  but  gave  his  opisioii 
as  one  of  the  representative  body,  and  st 
the  same  time  as  a  person  well  acqusintcd 
both  with  the  true  deserts  and  real  wsoii 
of  those  gentlemen  who  now  prayed  to  be 
relieved :  that  he  must  confess  himielf  to 
be  sincerely  touched  with  their  preMot 
distressed  situation :  that  when  he  conih 
dered  the  several  instances  in  which  nn 
of  the  highest  reputation  in  their  profi»* 
sion  were  struggling  in  the  most  oiiEcak 
situations,  under  want,  sickness,  or  coo- 
finned  disorders,  contracted  in  a  bog  tnd 
meritorious  service,  it  was  metier  of  the 
most  painful  veeaUection  to  hioi— aes, 
whose  very  names  were  terrible  to  oor 
enemies,  whose  exploits  be  was  a  fipeqoent 
witness  to,  and  to  whom  be  looked  op  ai 
the  great  patterns  of  imitation;  wheo 
such  men,  be  said,  were  starving  oa  the 
trifling  pittance  of  70L  a  year,  perisaps 
surrounded  with  a  numeioos  fiunily,  cr 
sinking  under  pain  and  infirmities,  wbit 
heart  coidd  be  so  callooa  as  to  refuse  i » 
Ijef  which  good  pdiqr  must  approfe,  and 
gratitude  and  justice  so  evidendy  rei|aindl 
The  expence  of  the  proposed  additicn  to 
their  pay,  he  said,  would  not  anoont  to 
above  five  or  six  thouaaad  pounds  per 
annum ;  arid  shall  we  be  told  at  the  open* 

2  of  the  budget,  that  such  a  samviB 
ct  the  finances  of  a  great  and  epakst 
nation  at  the  end  of  a  ten  years  g^ivious 

Eeace,  when  France,  unnedialely  sfter 
er  defeats,  her  distresses,  and  piulic  in- 
sdvency,  had  the  good  poUcy,  aad  it  ae6Bf 
the  abifity  too,  to  make  a  provision  for  her 
navy  captains?  Thai  ^ebss done  so, aid 
he,  1  have  been  mformed  b^  an  hoaoor- 
able  gentleman,  high  in  his  pro(eiiioo» 
whose  illnesB  prevents  bis  pteBcnde  bere 
tlus  day,  (Sir  Charles  Saundecs)  but  vbo 
feels  no  paiu  so  saisibly  aa  not  being  able 
to  attend  according  to  bia  most  eaimrt 
wishes,  in  order  to  give  teettmonj  ctf  bodi 
th^  propriety  and  necessity  of  the  pieeeBt 
proposed  measure. 

Here  the  hon.  captain  read  two  letto^ 
from  gentlemen  bicfa  in  Ae  esriiwitioo  <» 
the  public  as  wivm  conunanden,  but  vbo 
were  languishing  in  soma  of  thesitustimi 
he  had  described.  He  tbra  proeeeded: 
And  shaU  we  be  told  by  the  bestaotbo- 

rity,  that  the  public  finances  are  iasucb  s 
situation  as  not  to  admit  of  the  payment 
of  an  additional  6,000(.,  in  discharge  otM 
just  and  necessary  a  claim,  while  no  bit^ 
than  last  session  the  committee  of  aupplf 
was  open  to  demands  of  hu»er  auoai 
though  perhaps  not  designed  m  beltti 
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purposes?  I  shall  not  take  up  the  time  of 
the  House  by  now  eoumerating  them, 
further  than  to  put  it  in  mind  of  the 
matters  I  advert  to:  one  gentleman  had  a 
comfortable  sum  of  money  for  freshening 
aalt  water ;  another  was  amply  rewarded 
by  the  lovers  of  vtV/d»  I  thiok  to  the 
amount  of  8,000^.  Let  «nr^  have  its  re- 
ward ;  i^haps  it  was  well  bestowed ;  I  am 
not  agamst  it ;  all  I  would  wish  is,  that 
let  people  act  ever  so  diflbrently,  they 
would  at  least  preserve  some  appearance 
of  consistency  in  their  conduct.  He  c6n- 
claded  with  remarking^  that  he  hardly  ex- 
pected that  the  nobie  lord  who  spoke  last 
would  himself  have  announced  the  petition 
of  the  ship-wrightfl,  and  that,  let  the  ^e 
of  the  present  one  be  whai  it  might,  he 
was  glad  to  find  they  had  found  so  power- 
ful an  advocate. 

Lord  i^arih  replied,  that  he  believed 
the  hoD.  geotleman  misunderstood  him,  as 
he  could  not  believe  he  meant  to  misrie- 
present  what  he  said  rdattve  to  the  ship- 
wrights ;  that  it  was  true  he  was  acquainted 
that  audi  an  application  Was  intended,  and 
It  was  equally  troe^  that  he  informed  them 
he  intended  td  oppose  it,  and  that  he  men- 
tioned it  only  as  a  proof  that  granting  the 
present  ^uest  would  be  omy  laymga 
foundation  for  others,  which,  in  the  nature 
of  things,  could  not  be  complied  with. 

Colonel  ^nrr^ said,  that  it  signified  very 
little  who  did  or  did  not  apply  m  the  same 
manner,  the  present  question  being  pro- 
perly, whether  the  request  now  macte  was 
in  ittdf  a  just  and  reasonable  one.  A 
particular  stress,  he  said,  was  laid  both 
within  and  wiCbout  doors  upon  the  impro- 
priety of  the  present  measure,  in  point  of 
precedent ;  but  it  deserved  very  little  at- 
tention. The  fears  suggested  of  the  claims 
of  thenittury,  as^Unguished  from  the 
naval  service,  were  much  dwelt  on ;  but 
for  his  part,  though  be  belonged  to  the 
former,  and  had  h«i  the  honour  of  spend- 
ing the  greater  part  of  hia  life  amons 
them,  he  could  not  bring  himself  to  look 
upon  their  pretensions  in  an  equal  light : 
he  was  well  acquainled  with  the  merits  on 
which  the  claims  of  the  majority  of  those 
who  constituted  the  balf-pay  list  were 
founded:  he  weU  remembered  the  man- 
ner in  which  the  new  levies,  towards  the 
concknioB  of  the  late  war,  were  made,  as 
he  had  the  honour  himself  to  be  appointed 
to  the  command  of  one  of  those  battalions, 
and  he  likewise  well  knew  how  the  gene- 
rality of  the  subaltern  ofllcers  obtained 
HasaM,  ttaatmone 


of  the  companies  belonging  to  that  corps, 
a  butcher  was  so  lucky,  or  rather  so  un- 
lucky, as  to  procure  a  commission :  this 
feUow,  preserving  his  original  manners, 
used  to  get  drunk  with  the  private  men 
and  drummers,  which  obliged  him  at 
length  to  dismiss  him,  not  however  before 
his  party-coloured  companions  had  several 
times  heartily  threshea  him.  What  was 
the  consequence?  says  he.  Why,  I  wrote 
to  Mr.  Charles  Townshend,  who  then  han« 
pened  to  preside  at  the  War-office,  that  the 
unfortunate  wretch  had  mistaken  his  pro- 
fession, and  bened  that  he  might  be  re- 
imbursed what  liis  commission  cost  him, 
which  was  150  guineas,  havina  paid  so 
much  to  the  captain  of  the  independent 
company  for  it,  which  Mr.  Townshend 
was  pleased  to  comply  with.  He  said, 
that  instances  of  this  nature  were  frequent 
and  well  known;  that  he  only  selected 
one  that  came  within  his  own  immediate 
knowledge,  and  thataubaltem  commissions 
were  at  that  time  only  looked.upon  as  mere 
purchases  of  annuities.  And  shaU,  says  he, 
a  body  of  men,  such  as  I  have  described, 
be  put  in  competition  with  ^ntlemen  who 
have  devoted  their  whole  life  to  the  ser- 
vice? Men  of  family,  of  tried  courage,  of 
skill  in  their  profession,  who  have  protect- 
ed our  commerce,  and  filled  our  harbours 
with  the  ships  and  property  of  our  ene- 
mies \  He  said,  that  this  country  did  not 
contain  a  more  useful  or  respectable  body 
than  the  captains  of  the  navy ;  that  the 
case  of  those  on  half-pay  was  well  known, 
and  that  he  doubted  much  whether  the 
situation  of  those  who  were  in  commission 
was  near  so  desirable  as  one  would  ima- 
gine :  for,  if  their  emoluments  were  con^ 
siderable,  the  necessary  expences  attend- 
ing their  rank  and  station  kept  pace  with 
th^ir  income.  He  said,  they  did  honour 
to  their  rank  and  station  by  their  manner 
of  living,  there  being  no  character  in  a  fo- 
reign countrv  more  respected  than  the 
captain  of  a  British  man  of  war,  of  which 
the  fi^equent  visits  paid  them  by  the 
princes  of  the  blood,  and  other  great  per- 
sonages, whenever  they  happened  to  be  * 
stationed  in  the  vicinity  of  a  royal  resi- 
dence, was  A  full  proof.  But,  alas !  if -any 
of  those  royal  or  noble  strangers,  says  he, 
were,  on  tneir  arrival  in  this  country,  to 
enquire  for  many  of  the  celebrated  names, 
who  have  had  the  honour  to  entertain  them 
with  so  much  splendor  and  magnificence, 
where,  in  all  probability,  would  they  be 
found  ?.^Why,  perhaps,  lurking  in  some 
obeottfehole  or  comer  in  Londooi  or  bn- 


711]  Id  GEORGE  IIL   Debate  on  the  PetUumfrom  the  Captaint  of  the  [712 


ried  in  oblivion  in  the  country,  there  to 
lie  totally  neglected  and  forgotten* 

Sir  George  Savik  rose  to  give  hia 
hearty  concurrence  to  the  motion;  be- 
cause, though  it  was  a  demand  on  the 
purses  of  his  constituents,  he  was  thorough* 
ly  satisfied  they  would  cheerfully  grant  a 
little  where  so  much  was  evidently  due* 
He  was  well  convinced  how  much  the 
public  in  general'  was  indebted  to  the  pe- 
titioners, as  well  as  how  shamefully  they 
had  been  neglected :  as  an  instance  of  the 
latter,  he  had  been  that  morning  to  visit, 
in  one  of  the  most  obscure  comers  of  the 
borough  of  Southwark,  a  gentleman 
equally  distinguished  for  his  military  cha- 
racter and  private  virtues,  who,  surround- 
ed by  a  wife  and  eight  children,  must  suf- 
fer all  the  heartfelt  distress  of  a  person 
genteelly  starving,  and  who  had  devoted 
the  greater  part  of  his  life  to  the  service  of 
his  country,  with  honour  and  high  reputa- 
tion. He  remarked,  that  to  shut  the 
doors  of  this  House,  ^  and  lock  the  coffers 
of  the  Treasury  against  such  men,  was 
now  deemed  meritorious;  those  doors 
and  those  coffers  that  were  hospitably 
open  to  the  lovers  of  virtH  for  a  much 
larger  claim  than  was  now  made :  that  to 
point  out  the  various  instances  in-  which 
the  public  money  had  been  thrown  away 
would  be  at  present  a  nugatory  and  invi- 
dious task :  that  there  was  one,  however, 
which  he  could  not  well  avoid  mentioning, 
which  was  3,000/.  per  annum  paid  for 
pens  and  ink  for  the  use  of  the  House, 
though  a  pen  could  not  be  had  that  a  per- 
^n  coula  sign  his  name  with.  He  said, 
lie  now  heard  with  astonishment,  for  the 
first  time,  economy  recommended  from 
the  Treasury  bench,  and  concluded  by 
hoping,  that  the  next  proof  of  eoonomicfu 
reauction  would  be  a  saving  of  candles, 
by  which  means  the  House  would  be  left 
to  debate  in  the  dark. 

Lord  North  replied  to  these  charges, 
that  as  to  the  sum  granted  to  the  lovers  of 
^irtu^  he  heard  it  objected  to  at  the  time 
but  by  one  gentleman,  who,  he  believed, 
was  on  the  opposite  bench,  though  he 
could  not  trust  to  his  sight;  that,  consi- 
def  ine  the  love  of  virtu^  which  then  pre- 
vailed in  the  House,  it  was  not  surprising 
that  the  sum  now  adverted  to  was  cheer- 
fully granted :  it  was  rather  strange,  that 
that  spirit  could  be  restrained :  that,  for 
his  part,  he  was  one  amongst  a  few  others 
who  attempted  to  limit  it  within  reason- 
Able  bounds,  and  therefore  ventured  to 
ascube  spme  part  pf  the  meui  to  himself, 


that  virtit  waa  not  more  amply  rewavdei 
As  to  the  particular  merit,  and  particohr 
wants  of  many  of  the  peUttoners,  his  lord- 
ship said,  he  had  not  the  least  reason  to 
doubt  of  their  being  weirfounded;  ne?e^ 
theless  he  conceived,  that  quoting  and  re- 
ferring to  them  on  the  present  oocasioB 
was  totally  improper.  vHiat  do  diej 
prove?  says  he.  Why,  that  many  of  thoae 
gentlemen  would  be  proper  objects  of  our 
bounty.  Is,  then,  an  establishment  to 
take  place,  under  a  general  description,  in 
order  to  take  in  and  relieve  afewsuffining 
individuals  peculiarly  circumatanped  i  No; 
for  his  part,  though  no  man  in  the  Hooie 
would  be  readier  to  serve  and  relieve  in- 
digent merit  than  himself,  he  should  be 
very  sorry  to  increase  establishments  thifc 
were  already  known  to  be  so  heavy  m 
scarcely  to  be  borne :  that  whatever  pliu- 
sible  pretexts  (which  are  seldom  wantinf 
on  such  occasions)  might  be  offisred  in  or* 
der  to  induce  him  to  be  of  another  opi- 
nion, his  duty  in  the  post  he  now  filled 
would  never  admit  him  to  give. way  to 
them.  He  said,  that  great  stress  bad  been 
likewise  laid  on  the  sroAUness  of  the  sum; 
but.  that  consideration  could  by  no  meant 
weigh  with  him.  He  was  well  apprized 
that  this  was  but  a  forerunner  to  many 
applications  of  a  like  nature.  As  these, 
for  the  reasons  before  assigned,  could  not 
possibly  be  gratified  without  incurring  the 
most  dangerous  and  perhaps  fatal  coast- 
quences,  he  thought  it  highly  incumbent 
on  him  to  preclude  all  such  ill-founded 
expectations,  by  giving  a  negative  to  the 
present  motion. 

Sir  GUbert  Elliot  said,  that  he  had  the 
honour  to  preside  at  the  head  of  the  second 
naval  department  in  the  kingdom;  that 
howevier  well  convinced  the  noble  lord, 
and  many  others  in  administration,  might 
be  of  the  impropriety  of  giving  way  to  the 
present  application,  he  nevertheless 
thou^t,  that  the  rank  and  acknowledged 
services  of  the  petitioners  at  least  entitled 
them  to  a  fair  and  candid,  hearing:  that 
this  was  aeldom  denied  in  aflbirs  of  infi" 
nitely  less  importance ;  that  many  dr- 
cumstances  might  come  out  in  an  enqoirr 
of  this  nature,  which  might  be  well  fl^orth 
the  attention  of  the  House;  that  putting 
an  abrupt  negative  on  the  motion  in  the 
first  instance,  though  it  might  be  well  jo^ 
tified  on  extrinsic  considerations,  woold 
have  a  very  ungracious  appearanoe;  that 
he  would  therefore  momly  hia  noble 
friend's  motion,  if  the  House  pleased,  by 
propoaiDg  tbat  the  Petition  ought  li«  ^ 
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the  table,  and  the  House  in  the  mean  time 
Gonader  of  the  allegations  which  it  con« 
taioed;  that  if  they  were  found  net  to  be 
sufficiently  cogent,  or  that  there  were  rea- 
sons of  a  superior  nature  which  might  pre- 
vent a  compliance,  it  miffht  be  dismissed. 
Such  a  conduct,  he  added,  would  have 
both  a  decent  and  equitable  appearance, 
irhicb,  upon  every  ground  of  parliamen- 
tary proceeding,  considering  l£e  rank  of 
the  petitioners,  must  be  denied  to  what 
was  contended  for  by  the  oppoters  of  the 
motion.  He  further  said,  that  if  this  pro- 
posal was  agreed  to,  certain  circumstances 
would  desenre  to  be  minutely  and  care- 
fully  attended  to«^Here  sir  Gilbert  en- 
tered into  an  historical  detail  of  the  pub- 
lic proyidons  made  for  the  navy,  both  in 
times  of  non-employment  and  actual  ser- 
lice,  from  the  reign  of  Henry  8,  when  a 
oaral  force  was  fint  regularly  established, 
and  yards  and  docks  built,  to  that  of  king 
William,  and  concluded  with  statine  aiew 
carious  and  Important  facts  which  hap- 
pened at  the  latter  period.  In  the  year 
J692,  the  miy  of  a  captain  in  the  navy,  he 
<aid,  was  ijs.  per  day,  with  an  allowance 
of  twelve  servants  at  6<^  per  day  each, 
which  made  the  whole  3S«. ;  the  year  after 
a  different  arrangement  took  place,  and 
the  pay  was  raised  to  SOs.,  and  the  allow- 
ance for  servants  struck  off.  In  both  these 
instances  the  half-piTy  was  155.  In  1699, 
administration  being  embarrassed,  and  par- 
liament, after  the  peace  of  Ryswick,  in- 
sisting  upon  almost  a  total  reduction  of  ihe 
military,  nay  even  of  his  majesty's  Dutch 
guards,  the  ministers  hit  upon  the  expe- 
dient of  making  a  saving  in  the  naval  de- 
partment. Propositions  were  accordingly 
made  to  and  aidopted  by  the  House  of 
Commons,  that  the  full  pay  of  the  navy 
captains  should  be  reduced  from  SO  to  20ff. 
with  which  likewise  the  half-pay  list  was 
to  conform ;  but  though  this  transaction 
stands  on  the  Journals  of  the  House  in 
that  light,  the  captains  on  AiU  pay  were 
^ual  gainers  by  it ;  for  instead  of  the 
bare  SO;,  they  were  allowed  20f .  actual 
pay,  with  an  allowance  of  31  servants, 
which,  in  the  whole,  amounted  to  S59.  6<f. 
per  day.  Thus  parliament  was  imposed 
00,  and  the  half-pay  list,  for  the  first  time, 
reduced,  and  a  foundation  in  part  laid  for 
the  hardships  Uiey  now  suffer.  Sir  Gil- 
bert then  moved,  that  the  Petition  might 
lie  on  the  table,  to  be  taken  under  consi- 
deration on  some  future  day. 

Mr.  Charles  Fox  then  rose,  and    ac- 
quainted the  House,  that  the  present  pro- 


positions  might  be  taken  up  on  a  vefy 
narrow  ground,  the  question  being,  whe- 
ther an  establishment,  which  was  to  lay  a 
fresh  burden  on  the  public,  already  suffi- 
ciently, though  necessarily  loaded,  should 
be  made,  in  order  to  remove  the  distresses 
of  some  particular  individuals.  He  said, 
that  for  nis  part,  he  always  looked  upon 
national  estaolishments  in  entirely  another 
light ;  that  such  institutions  were  Intended 
for  the  support  and  maintenance  of  parti- 
cular boaies  of  men  under  general  de- 
scriptions :  that  the  wants  or  claims  of  a 
few  were  the  most  absurd  reasons  that 
could  be  possibly  devised  for  such  a  dan- 

Sirous  innovation ;  that  until  the  firiends  of 
e  motion  could  prove,  that  the  claims  of 
every  man  who  was  to  be  benefited  by 
this  motion,  or  at  least  a  majority  of  them, 
mi^ht  be  supported  on  the  same  srounda 
which  were  maintained  in  the  few  in- 
stances no^  quoted,  every  attempt  of  that 
nature,  he  hoped,  would  be  treated  as  it 
deserved.  •  If  private  distresses  are  proper 
objects  of  parlumientary  attention,  said  ne, 
the  doors  of  the  House  of  Commons  had 
better  be  at  once  thrown  open ;  and  I  will 
venture  to  prophesy,  we  shall  have  little 
else  to  do  but  to  attend  to  them.  There 
are  some  already  prepared,  and  others 
were  only  waiting  for  tne  event  of  the  pre- 
sent application. — The  hon.  gentleman 
who  spoKO  last,  seems  to  have  a  very  high 
esteem  for  the  petitioners,  and  would  have 
a  particular  attention  paid  to  their  rank 
and  services.  I  applaud  the  principle  of 
the  hon.  gentleman;  but  I  fear,  what  he 
intends  as  a  favour  andB  mark  of  respect, 
would  be  an  act  .of  the  greatest  cruelty. 
He  would  have  us  conskler  the  petition ; 
he  would  ha^e  us  buoy  them  up  with  ex- 
pectations of  what  will  not,  what  cannot, 
come  to  pass ;  no,  what  we  must  do  in  a 
week  or  a  fortnight  hence,  let  us  from 
mercy  do  now,  by  which  means  we  shall  at 
once  put  them  out  of  a  state  of  suspense, 
preclude  a  deal  of  anxiety  they  may  other- 
wise suffer  by  a  disappointment  of  vain 
hopes,  and  save  the  House  much  trouble. 
The  -hon.  gentleman  has  likewise  dwelt 
largely  on  an  imposition  put  on  the  House 
of  Commons  in  the  year  1699,  by  the  then 
administration ;  for  my  part,  I  cannot  con- 
ceive how  the  hon.  gentleman  can  from 
even  his  own  principles,  and  the  facts  on 
which  they  are  founded,  draw  any  such 
conclusion.  Here  the  full  pay  is  reduced 
from  30  to  20f .  per  day ;  ir  this  be  a  trick, 
I  must  confess  it  is  beyond  my  poor  com- 
pr^hensiim  to  pergeive  it  in  that  light. 
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Sir  William  Meredith  spoke  chieflj  in 
reply  to  lord  North.  He  remarked)  that 
his  lordship  insisted  much  that  the  peti- 
titioners  were  by  no  means,  from  their  pe- 
culiar circumstances,  proper  objects  of  re- 
lief  by  a  national  establishment,  but  at  the 
same  time  were  deserving  of  public  bounty. 
He  insisted,  that  among  the^  numerous 
opportunities  which  occurred,  there  never 
had  been  a  single  instance  in  which  it  had 
been  exercised.  That  within  his  own 
knowledge,  many  in  the  worst  situation 
and  of  the  greatest  merit  had  applied ;  that 
tiiere  were  others  whose  distresses  were  no 
secret,  but  whose  modesty  prevented  them 
from  making  them  known ;  that  neverthe- 
less he  was  confident  not  one  of  them  ex- 
perienced the  public  bounty,  which  he 
would  beg  leave  to  say,  was  now  artfully 
held  out  to  them  ;  that  therefore  this  was 
but  a  stale  trick  to  defeat  the  petition.  He 
observed  in  the  course  of  the  debate,  that 
the  application  of  other  bodies  of  men  was 
assigned  as  a  reason  for  refusing  the  pre- 
sent request,  particularly  the  subalterns 
in  the  army.  He  was  astonished  to  hear 
such  an  absurdly  fall  from  the  Hps  of  any 
man.  Surely  no  person  will  pretend  to 
assert,  says  he,  that  the  lieutenants  of  the 
army  are  to  be  held  in  the  same  estimation 
as  the  navy  captains,  or  that  the  former 
are  to  be  put  on  a  footing  with  those 
who  hold  the  rank  of  colonels  ?  If  indeed 
we  were  informed  that  the  field  officers  in- 
tended to  petition  for  an  increase  of  half- 
pay,  there  woukl  be  some  foundation  for 
such  an  objection ;  but  till  that  event  shall 
happen,  let  us  not'  be  amused  with  rea- 
soning on  facts  which  are  not  pretended 
even  to  exist,  or  with  strained  comparisons 
and  deductions  which  cannot  be  just,  be- 
cause the  application  of  them  is  totsJly 
mistaken. 

•  Lord  North  replied,  that  he  never  re- 
fused, upon  any  proper  application,  to 
exert  himself  as  far  as  m  his  power,  in  be- 
half of  indigent  merit;  he  said,  that  he 
heard  from  every  side  of  the  House  of  the 
generosity  of  the  French  kins  towards  his 
naval  officers,  but  he  begged  leave  to  say, 
that  no  officers  in  Europe,  in  the  same  ser- 
vice, and  of  the  same  rank,  were  so  amply 
provided  for,  as  those  of  our  own  country, 
what  has  been  in  the  beginning,  says  he, 
either  absolutely  denied,  or  pretended  to 
be  supported  only  by  base  si^gestions,  or 
▼ague  suspicions,  is  now  coam'med  to  me, 
b^  persjons  whose  authority  and  informa- 
tion I  can  bv  no  means  doubt ;  that  is  the 
intentions  of  the  half  pay  officera  of  the 


army  to  petition  for  an  increase  of  thdr 
pay.  One  hon.  ffentleman  has  attempted 
to  elude  all  the  force  of  the  objection,  by 
lowering  their  pretensions  to  such  a  favoar: 
another  has  spoken  out  plainer,  snd  d^ 
fended  the  propriety  of  such  an  sppfica- 
tions  these  proofr  alone  would  therefore 
be  sufficient  reason  with  me  to  oppose  the 
present  motion,  if  there  were  no  <Mher  be- 
sides. I  heartily  concur  in  the  seatimeoti 
of  my  hon.  friend  near  me,  (Mr.  C.  Fox) 
that  the  idea  of  a  national  establishineot, 
and  a  bounty  to  oertain  persons,  nnder 
peculiar  circumstances  of  distreis,  are  to- 
tally repugnant  and  incompatible  with  eidi 
other :  as  to  die  hon.  gentleman,  who  hn 
proposed  chaoging  the  orioinal  motioD, 
added  he,  I  am  neither  foUy  sstiifiedt^ 
the  certainty  of  the  facta  he  Im  ststed,  nor 
why  one  exceptionable  mode  of  prooeed- 

n  should  be  adopted  instead  of  aaothcr: 
0  not  Icnow  that  the  administrBtkm  of 
1699  played  any  trick  upon  the  Hotaeof 
Commons,  or  that  if  they  did,  why  an  en- 
quiry into  the  transaction  shoold  Consti- 
tute any  part  of  our  duty;  if  we  csnxit 
comity  with  the  prayer  of  the  petitioQ» 
such  an  enquiry  woula  answer  no  purpoie; 
that  we  cannot,  without  involnog  our* 
sdves  in  consequences  most  carefully  to 
be  avoided,  I  a^un  repeat;  and  what  feel- 
ing heart,  since  this  is  the  case^wouM 
wuh  to  add  insult  to  distren  i 

Mr.  Thomas  T&amshend  : 

I  flattered  myself.  Sir,  that  I  ^oold 
have  seen  three  gentlemen  here  this  day 
of  the  first  reputetion  in  their  profewoo; 
I  concluded  tnat  this  assembly  would  have 
been  honoured  with  the  presence  of 
Hawke,  Saunders,  and  Keppel,  and  that 
in  them  the  unfortunate  petitioDen  vod^ 
have  ibund  most  powerful,  persoaiif e,  and 
able  advocates.  Nothing,  I  am  certain,  but 
a  disability,  from  illness,  to  attend,  iroold 
have  prevented  them  iiom  performio£M 
material  and  interesting  a  part  of  thdr 
duty.  The  first  I  hear  is  indisposed  at  hit 
country  seat,  the  kst  is  at  Bath,  sod  the 
other  gentleman  I  had  the  honour  to  con- 
verse with  this  mommg,  being  ooafioed 
by  the  gout  to  his  room,  when  he  pat  tks 
paper  into  ray  hands  [Here  he  rasdthe 
copy  of  an  Order  under  the  French  king]' 
hand,  for  encreasiag  the  stipendsof  ha 
naval  captains,  and  ccmtahiing  the  resiotf 
which  induced  hkn  thereto.]  That  tto 
was  not  a  bare  temporary  testimony  ot 
his  regard  for  so  respectable  a  eorpi,  I  ^ 
weU  informed  firom  the  same  bonoiinhle 
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aathority  i  that,  in  conaequenoe  of  this  or- 
der, a  provision  of  3>0p0  iivres,  equal  to 
about  \S5L  fingliah  money,  was  eBttf)li8hed 
for  such  of  hia  nayal  captains  as  shall  not 
be  Id  actual  service.  Much  has  been  said 
by  the  noble  lord  on  the  opposite  bench, 
concerning  the  dancer  of  loe  precedent, 
should  the  proposed  addition  take  place. 
What,  then>  are  ire  indiscriminatelj  to 
shut  our  doors  against  applications  from 
all  quarters,  and  on  all  accounts  ?  If  per- 
sons, or  whole  bodies  of  men,  whose  claims 
are  unquestionable,  upon  the  most  cogent 
and  public  ground,  come  to  solicit  our  as- 
sistance, are  we  to  refuse  them  any  relief, 
or  even  a  hearing,  because  others  of  infe- 
rior pretensions,  or  of  less  merit,  may  follow 
them  ?  But,  say  the  opposers  of  Uie  mo- 
tkn,  we  are  sumdently  convinced  ^the 
jmtioe  of  the  claim,  we  acknowledge  the 
deserts  of  Uie  petitioners ;  but  let  our  in* 
clinatioas  to  serve  them  be  ever  so  sincere, 
ve  have  it  not  in  onr  power.  Away  wi^ 
•och  trifling  evasions !  Is  a  sum  of  SfiOOL 
of  such  consequence  ^  No !  act  like  men ; 
the  justice  of  the  grant  is  not  denied ;  the 
nun  demanded  is  small,  it  will  be  tioae 
enoitthto  plead  the  impropriety  of  the  de- 
mand, and  the  inability  to  comply  with  it, 
vhen  the  contingency  happens. 

Mr.  Welbore  Ellis  spoke  <m  the  same 
tide  with  Urfd  North;  and  Mr.  Mack- 
vorth,  lord  John  Cavendish,  Mr.  Bos- 
cawen  and  Mr*  Hawke,  both  sons  of  the 
idnirals,  and  Mr.  Dowdeswell,  spoke  on 
the  other  side.  The  House  then  divided. 
The  Yeas  went  Ibrth: 

Tellers. 

•••-  {K^ : :  }  « 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative,  and 
a  Committee  was  appointed. 

HEFOrnX  OF  THB  CoMMONS'  COMMIT- 
TU   RKLATIVK    TO    THB    PaY  OF   Cap- 

TAiMs  OF  THB  Navy.]  March  5.  Lord 
Howe  reported  from  the  Committee,  to 
vhora  the  Petidon  of  the  ccmtains  of  his 
Majesty's  navy,  was  refenred.  That  the 
Committee  had  examined  the  matter  of 
tbe  said  petition ;  and  had  directed  him  to 
report  the  same,  as  it  appeared  to  them, 
to  the  House ;  and  be  read  tl:^  Report  in 
his  jphoe ;  which  was  as  follows : 
.  Your  Committee  find,  that  bv  the  defi- 
ciency of  the  appointments  andf  proviaion 
■>^  in  that  reject,  m^y  of  the  junior 


captains,  who  have  no  meana  of  anbsist* 
ence  except  their  half  pay,  are  under  the 
greatest  oifficulties  to  provide  for  their 
support  when  out  of  employment* 

That  the  twenty  senior  captains  of  the 
navy,  intitled  to  half  pay,  now  receive 
10s.  each;  the  next  thirty,  Ss.;  the  naxi 
forty,  6s. ;  the  next  fifty,  5s.;  and  sfl  the 
junior  captains,  without  distinctton,  only 
4«.  each  a  day.  On  which  allowance  of 
4«.  the  said  junior  captams  may  probaUj 
remain  fifteen,  or  a  great  number  of  years, 
before  they  obtain  a  place  cm  Uie  St.  list  $ 
whilst  their  greatly  inferior  officers,  the 
captains  of  marines,  enjoy  a  half  pay  of 
5s.  aday,  from  the  time  wey  are  advanced 
to  that  rank  in  the  same  profossion. 

That  the  half  pay  to  the  captains  of  tha 
navy,  being  regulated  bjr  that  part  only  of 
their  sea  pay,  called  th&r  perscmal  psra^,  ia 
not  a  moiety  of  the  whole  pay  provided 
for  them  when  in  actual  service. 

That  his  majesty  king  Charles  the  2nd^ 
did,  in  1674,  direct  a  provision  of  half 
pay,  the  first  time  granted  to  the  captains 
of  the  navy,  to  be  made  for  4hose  who  haA 
commanded  ships  of  the  first  and  second 
rate  in  time  of  peace,  *<  equal  to  the  vduo 
of  half  the  pay  usually  allowed  by  his  ma* 
in  time  of  service  to  commanders  and  cap* 
tains  of  like  quality.'* 

That  kin^  James  the  2nd,  making  fiir« 
ther  alterations  in  the  estdblishmeot  of 
the  navy,  did,  in  1686,  order  an  idlowance 
of  table  money  to  be  made,  in  addition^ 
and  nearly  eqiuQ,  to  the  then  pay  of  the 
captains  in  the  different  classes,  according 
to  the  rate  of  the  ships  they  respectively 
commanded.  And  though  he  promised 
them  other  encouragement,  it  does  not 
appear  to  your  committee  that  he  made 
any  provision  for  their  siyport  on  shore; 
but  Uiat,  in  consequence  of  such  allow- 
ance of  table  money,  he  cancelled  several 
perquisites  they  before  enjoyed. 

lliat  the  allowance  of  table  money  end* 
ing  with  the  reign  of  that  prince,  his  suc- 
cessor king  William  the  So,  was  pleased, 
in  the  year  1693,  to  establish,  in  place 
thereof,  an  allowance  of  double  pay  to 
captains  of  ships  of  the  first,  second,  third, 
fourth,  fifth,  and  sixth,  rates,  whilst  on 
service;  and  half  the  amount  of  such  pay 
to  captains  of  first,  second,  third,  fourth, 
and  fifth  rates,  in  order  (as  the  establish* 
ment.  expresses)  **foT  their  more  com* 
fortable  support  and  maintenance  whilst 
on  shore." 

That  the  ftind  proFided  for  the  esta* 
Uishment  of  such  mcreased  sea  and  half 


TIS] 


IS  GEORGE  III. 


RepoH  qfih^  Cammaru*  Commiitee  [790 


Ey  ending  with  the  war,  hb  said  majesty 
ig  Wifliam  was  pleased  to  order  ano- 
ther scheme  of  pay  for  die  officers  of  the 
'fleet  to  be  prepared ;  and  the  same  being- 
adopted  by  this  House,  in  the  subsequent 
year  ITOO,  in  part  of  the  plan  for  the  re- 
duction of  the  naval  expences,  then  under 
consideration,  the  said  double  pay,  and 
encreased  half  pay,  were  reduced  one  third 
in  amount  to  those  officers  respectively : 
whereby  it  appears  to  your  committee, 
that,  notwithstanding  the  assurances  jgiven 
for  the  encouragement  of  those  oncers 
during  the  war,  on  the  supposed  certain 
enjoyment  of  an  adequate  provision  for 
their  support  in  time  of  peace,  they  were 
not  only  disappointed  thereof,  to  save  an 
inconsiderable  expence  in  the  estimate  of 
the  half  pay,  as  stated,  in  your  Journals ; 
but  likewise,  that  in  place  of  the  allowance 
of  halfpay>  provided  for  152  captains  in 
the  several  classes,  as  before  mentioned, 
comprehending  nearly  the  whole  number 
of  captains  then  on  the  lists,  the  establish- 
ment of  half  pay  last  instituted  was  con- 
fined to  the  50  senior  captains  only,  in 
total  disregard  of  the  royal  declaration  and 
en^gements. 

That  in  1715  a  farther  regulation  of  the 
half  pay  was  made,  on  the  plan  of  the  sea 
pav  established  in  1700,  and  the  benefit  of 
luUf  pay  thereby  extended  to  all  the  cap- 
tains of  the'  navy  without  distinction,  who 
should  be,  from  time  to  time,  out  of  em- 
ployment. Jn  which  state  the  half  pay  of 
the  captains  of  the  navy  hath  continued, 
with  little  or  no  variation  unto  this  time. 

As  soon  as  the  Report  was  read, 
Lord  Hwaee  remarlced,  that  at  the  time 
that  the  regulation  of  1700  took  place, 
there  was  a  provision  made  for  150  naval 
captains,  which  was  very  near  the  whole 
number  then  on  the  list;  that  by  the  one 
of  1715,  which  in  the  points  now  to  be 
considered,  was  formed  on  the  same  plan, 
the  junior  captains  were  very  considerable 
losers,  as  Uie  diminution  of  the  personal 
pay  did  not  keep  pace  with  the  disadvan- 
tages arising  in  other  respecU,  for  though 
it  was  true  that  the  establishment  of  1700 
caused  a  decrease  of  pay  proportionably 
to  the  rate  of  the  ship,  yet  the  captains  of 
the  fifth  and  sixth  rates  suffered  mudi 
more  than  the  senior  ones ;  for  instance, 
tliey  had  an  allowance  of  servants  in  pro- 
portion to  the  number  of  men  they  com- 
manded, at  the  rate  of  four  servants  to 
every  hundred  men ;  by  this  means,  a  cap- 
tain of  a  first'  or  second  rate  might  have 


had  an  increase  made  to  his  pay  of  12, 14, 
or  I6s.  per  day,  in  Jieu  of  the  reduction  of 
1700,  while  the  captain  of  the  fifth  or 
sixth  rate  was  obliged  to  pot  up  with  a 
compensation  of  perhaps  the  fourth  or  fifth 
part  of  that  allowance.  His  lordship  then 
moved.  That  an  addition  of  2s.  per  day 
be  made  to  the  full  pay  of  captains  of  the 
navy  serving  in  fifth  and  sixth  rates,  ac- 
cordinff  to  the  tenor  of  the  Report 

Lord  North  seconded  the  motion.  He 
said  that  when  the  Petition  was  first 
brought  up,  he  opposed  it  chiefly  on  the 
idea  that  it  would  be  a  precedent  for  ap- 
plications of  a  similar  nature;  that  the 
event  had  proved  he  was  not  mistaken; 
that,  however,  as  the  House  thought  proper 
to  difier  firom  him,  he  cheerfully  acqui- 
esced in  its  opinion ;  that  he  thought  the 
present  Report,  though  it  might  perhaoi 
DO  not  quite  so  regular  as  he  could  wisOi 
having  stated  matters  not  properly  under 
the  consideration  of  the  committee^  vai, 
in  his  opinion,  a  very  proper  one;  for, 
said  he,  by  the  addition  we  are  now  going 
to  make  to  the  half-pay  of  the  junior  cap- 
tains, they  will  receive  about  1 10^  per  aao. 
though  those  serving  in  fifth  and  sixth 
rates  and  commanding  sloops  when  onfall 
pay,  will  receive  no  more  than  900L  per 
ann.  which  on  account  of  the  triffiog  dif- 
ference, and  the  necessary  eiq>enGe6  aip 
tending  actual  service,  may  be  the  meaos 
of  preventing  many  offering  thenudres 
when  they  may  be  much  wanted.  He 
therefore  concluded  with  wishing,  that 
some  method  might  be  devised  for  sb- 
viating  the  irregidarity  of  the  Report,  is 
the  expence  incurred  by  it  would  not 
amount  to  more  than  7»000^.  per  ann.  and 
was  become  now  evidently  necessary  to 
complete  the  original  intention,  that  of 
putting  the  service  upon  a  rational  aod 
equitable  footing. 

Captain  Phipps  said  that  this  oroposi' 
tion  would  totally  defeat,  insteaaoffo^ 
ward  the  intentions  of  the  House;  that 
whatever  the  distresses  of  the  half-p^T 
navy  captains  might  be,  they  felt  muco 
more  pleasure  from  the  estimation  tber 
found  themselves  held  by  the  constitoeot 
body  of  the  nation  and  the  people  in  gen^ 
ral,  than  from  any  advantage  or  immediate 
conveniency  that  could  accrue  to  theis 
from  an  encrease  of  pay ;  that  therefort?> 
on  the  terms  now  proposed.  Be  wa»  co°' 
fident  they  would  much  sooner  forego 
every  emolument  they  were  about  tore- 
ceive  by  the  {ireceding  part  of  theRepon, 
than  receive  it  dpggedi  as  it  must  bei  ^7 
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the  latter  part»  as  explained  by  the  noble 
lord  who  spoke  last,  and  concluded  by 
saying  he  believed  there  were  none  of  t^at 
corps,  of  which  he  had  the  honour  to  be 
ooe,  who  were  capable  of  reasoning  and 
acting  on  the  principles  pointed  out  by 
his  lordship;  and  if  there  were,  he  would 
be  bold  to  say,  that  body  would  gladly  see 
such  persons  stigmatized  in  a  manner  suit- 
able to  their,  demerits,  in  order  thai  they 
should  not  suffer  in  the  eyes  of  the  public 
for  the  ingratitude  or  improper  conduct 
of  a  few  mdividuals. 

Sir  Charles  Saunders  got  up  to  set  lord 
North  right  relative  to  the  aisadvantages 
his  lordship  supposed  the  commanders  of 
sloops  suffisred  on  account  of  the  smail- 
ness  of  their  pay,  and  of  the  small  differ- 
ence between  that  and  the  half  pay  as  now 
proposed,  observing  the  profits  by  the  vic- 
tuaUing,  as  there  were  no  pursers  admitted 
aboard  sloops. 

Lord  North  rose  to  exculpate  himself 
from  any  intention  of  reflecting  on  the 
gentlemen  on  the  half-pay  list,  and  said, 
that  what  he  advanced  related  chiefly  to 
times  of  peace,  when  there  were  no  oppor- 
tunities of  gaining  either  honour,  glory,  or 
profit,  and  begged  leave  to  adhere  to  his 
former  opinion,  that,  under  that  circum- 
stance, gentlemen  who  were  settled  would 
not  be  very  willing  to  put  themselves  to 
a  certain  expence  for  a  trifling  advance  of 
pay. 

Mr.  Pulteney  said,  that  on  the  former 
debate,  though  he  divided  in  favour  of  the 
Petition  the  day  it  was  first  presented,  he 
nevertheless  coincided  strongly  in  the  rea- 
sons offered  by  the  noble  lord  against  it, 
and  thought  nothing  but  necessity  could 
justify  the  measure;  that  he  could  not 
avoid  being  surprized  to  perceive  his  lord- 
ship's sentiments  so  unaccountably  altered. 
Here,  a  small  sum  was  desired  for.  a  body 
of  men  confessed  to  be  in  the  greatest 
distress,  which  was  strongly  opposed, 
while  the  same  persons  proposed  to  bur- 
then the  nation  with  an  equal  expence, 
vhere  no  such  distress  was  pretended,  or 
application  of  any  kind  made.  For  his  part, 
though  he  thought  the  present  proposition 
was  a  wise  one,  and  should  be  agreed  to, 
he  should  strenuously  oppose  i(,  consider- 
ing the  thinness  of  the  House,  and. that  we 
had  no  propec  notice  of  any  such  in- 
tention. 

Lord  Howe  then  proposed  to  withdraw 
his  motion,  which  was  agreed  to;  after 
which  the  House  came  to  this  Resolution : 
'*  That  an  humble  Address  be  presei^ted  to 
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his  Majesty,  that  he  will  be  graciously 
pleased  to  take  into  his  consideration  the 
deficiency  of  the  allowance  to  several  of 
the  junior  captains  and  commanders  in  his 
Majesty's  navy,  for  their  support  when 
out  of  employment;  and  that  he  will  di- 
rect such  addition  to  be  made  thereto, 
proportioned  to  the  present  establishment 
for  the  senior. captains,  over^nd  above  the 
provision  made  for  the  year  177S,  as  his 
Majesty  in  his  great  wisdom  shall  think 
fit ;  and  to  assure  his  Majesty,  that  this 
House  will  make  good  such  expence  as 
shall  be  ilicurred  on  that  account.'' 

Debate  in  the  Commons  on  the  Papers 
relating  to  the  Expedition  against  the  Ca* 
ribbSf  and  the  Sale  of  Lan£  in  St.  Fts- 
cent*s.2  Feb.  10.  The  ordet  of  the  day 
being  read,  the  Clerk  proceeded  to  read 
the  papers  from  the  Secretary  of  State's 
office,  relative  to  the  Expedition  against 
Su  yincent's,  (See  p.  575)  when  Mr.  T, 
Townshend  moved,  that  lieut.  generals 
Wooten  and  Trapaud  be  called  in. 

Mr.  T.  Totvnsnend.  Has  lieut;  general 
Wooten  received  any  account  from  his 
regiment? 

Lt.  Gen.  Wooten.    No>  Sir. 

Mr.  r.  Totmisherid.  I  beg  to  know 
when  you  received  the  last  accounts  from 
your  regiment,  and  what  date  ? 

Gen.  Trapaud.  The  17th  Dec.  I  re- 
ceived  the  last,  and  the  date  was  the  14th 
November. 

Mr.  r.  T&wnshend.  How  was  your  re- 
giment \ 

Gen.  Trapaud.  Very  unhealthy,  in- 
deed ;  and  by  the  last  accounts  an^oificer 
and  a  party  were  drowned  going  on  shore 
in  a  boat. 

Mr.  T.  Totonshend.  "  I  beg  to  know, 
Sir,  if  they  were  employed  on  the  expe- 
dition ? 

Gen.  Trapaud.  They  were  then  oh 
that  duty. 

Mr.  2'.  T&amshend.  If  gen.  Trapaud 
has  received  any  letter  upon  this  business, 
I  beg,  if  the  House  has  no  objections,  it 
may  be  read. 

Gen.  Trapaud  read  part  of  a  letter,  dated 
the  14th  of  November.  "  The  mortality 
among  the  men  is  very  great,  owing  to  the 
heavy  and  continual  rains  which  we  have 
at  this  season.  The  poor  Caribbs  have 
been  ill  used.  They  act  with  great  caution, 
and  the  woods  are  so  thick;  that  they 
knock  our  men  down,  with  the  greatest 
security  to  themselves,  as  it  is  impossible. 
we  can  see  them.     We  have  only  beea 
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:  ')!e  topenetrat^  four  miles  into  the  couD- 
\  \'y.  God  knows  how  this  pretty  expedi- 
i  on  will  end :  all  we  hope  for  is,  that  the 

/omoters  and  contrivers  Of  it  will  be 
'  r.)ught  to  a  speedy  and  severe  account." 
;^  Ordered  to  withdraw.] 

Mr.  T.  To^nshend.  Sir,  I  beg  to  foe 
'  iiormed,  if  govemmetit  has  received  any 
i  <  counts  of  this  date,  or  a  later  ? 

Lord  North*  No,  Sir,  they  have  not,  I 
r.gsure  you. 

Mr.  r«  T(mnshend,  It  is  very  extraor- 
(>inary.  Sir,  that  private  gentlemen  should 
la^ceive  letters,  and  not  the  King's  officers. 
'  here  are  letters  in  town,  dated  the  24th 
c  ('  Nov.  last,  from  ttie  fleet. 

.  Lord  North*  It  is  very  extraordinary, 
i-confessy  and  what  I  cannot  account  for. 

«'o  be  certain,  I  sent  before  I  cam^  here 
: ')  the  Secretary  of  State's  office,  and  I 
rt  ceived  this  note :  **  There  is  not  a  scrap 
<i' paper  in  this  office  of  a  later  date  from 
^  r.  Vincent's,  than  the  9th  October,  and 
>.hich  wa6  received  here  the  17di  No- 
>  ".nber." 

Mr.  T.  Toumshend.  Extraordinary, 
i•^.'ced^  However,  I  hope,  if  any  fresh 
!>.uter,  should    arrive   betwen   this  and 

!  I  iday,  that  the  noble  lord  will  order  them 
t)  be  laid  before  the  House,  and  not  give 

10  the  trouble  of  fishing  for  them,  as  I 
Imve  done  throughout. 

Feb.  12.  Mr.  T.  Toxjonshend.  Sir,  I 
ri  o  up  not  to  put  off"  tliis  business,  nor  to 
r  use  any  unnecessary  delay.  I  wish  to 
,*?t  to  the  bottom  of  the  affiur  as  soon  as 
}  ;^^8ible:  but  I  think  we  should  proceed 
<^  ith  great  deliberation,  as  it  is  really  a  se- 
rious aind  important  transaction.  There 
.^•'c  some  fresh  papers  delivered  to  the 
!  loose,  which,  in  my  opinion,  require  a 
'*  ly  or  two  to  examine.  I  am  surprized 
vutt  government  should  be  so  backward  in 
^Miishing  us  with  materials,  when  tl>e 
>wmse  has  particularly  ordered  every  in- 
f  !Iigence  relative  to  this  expedition  to  be 
IrA  upon  the  table.  That  order  has  been 
'.  implied  with  reluctantly;  and  I  assert, 
t  >r  my  part,  that  administration,  knowing 

.')at  we  wanted,  should  have  supplied  us. 
I  remember  when  a  eopy  of  the  letter 
:;>m  the  governor  of  Martinique  was  en- 
/  '.ired  after,  we  were  told  it  should  be  ob- 
t  ;ined.  That  letter,.  Sir,  is  of  conse- 
r.'!ence,  and  I  request  it  may  be  laid  on 
\l\ii  table. 

Colonel  BarrS.  1  shall  only  add  to 
what  my  hon.  friend  has  said,  that  I  wish 
ti.is  matter  may  be  speedily  finished.    We 


Debate  on  He  Papen  r dating  to  ike  •        [78( 

are  groping  our  way  i|i  the  dark,  and  I  ask 
for  time.  The  ailair  is  yet  incomplete; 
but  if  anj^  eentleman  will  get  up,  and  m 
he  is  satisfied,  and  ready  to  proceed, 
that  we  have  had  sufficient  eviaence  to 
go  on,  I  will  instantly  sit  down ;  but  I 
speak  it  open,  fairly,  and  honestly,  I  would 
rather  have  administration  acquit  them* 
selves — I  wish  they  may — than  the  na- 
tion  be  dishonoured.  This  affiiir  has 
engaged  the  attention  of  all  Europe;  let 
us  proceed  regularly,  and  take  time.  1 
wish  this  matter  may  be  put  off  for  a  fu- 
ture day,  because  I  think  we  shall  have 
more  evidence  and  intelligence.  In  eight 
days  a  ship  must  arrive,  perhaps  in  ai 
many  hours. 

Lord  North.  Sir,  I  cannot  sit  patiently 
and  hear  administration  accused  of  neg- 
lect, or  a  want  of  candour.  Every  paper 
you  have  asked  for  you  have  had ;  and  we 
have,  of  our  own  accord,  given  you  papers 
not  within  the  description.  I  have  not 
hurried  this  business,  but  when  time  has 
been  demanded,  I  gave  my  assent.  I  am 
ready  now  to  proceed ;  yet  if  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman is  desirous  of  having  a  distant  day, 
I  agree  to  that  also ;  but  wish  he  would 
let  us  know  what  our  crime  is,  that  we 
may  be  prepared  for  our  defence.  A  copjr 
of  the  commitment  is  albwf  d  to  every  en- 
minal ;  I  do  not  claim  it,  but  appeal  to  the 
candour  of  the  hon.  gentleman.  If  we  can 
justify  ourselves,  we  must  do  it  in  the 
commencement  of  the  affair,  not  in  the 
event ;  and  I  am  persuaded  we  shall  be 
able  to  acquit  ourselves'  throughout. 

Colonel  Barrf.  I  thank  the  noble  lord, 
Sir,  for  the  word.  I  should  not  hare 
called  him  *  criminal ;'  but  since  he  has 
taken  it  to  himself,  I  shall  use  it.  He 
asks  for  a  cupy  of  the  accusation  ?  I  ask 
what  right  he  has  to  it  ?  None !  two  yean 
are  not  elapsed,  since  two  gentlemen  on 
this  side  of  the  House  received  no  such 
indulgence  from  the  noble  lord.  His  de- 
signs against  them  are  kept  a  profound 
secret ;  and  after  such  treatment,  surely, 
Sir,  the  noble  lord  has  no  right  to  ex- 
pect it. 

Mr.  T.  Toxxsnshend.  Sir,  the  noble  lord 
cannot  suppose  1  load  my  pockets  with 
motions,  and  mean  to  tell  him  what  they 
are  before  1  make  them ;  and  since  the 
noble  lord  expecte  he  should  be  acquainted 
with  the  accusation,  that  he  may  be  pre* 
pared  for  his  defence,  1  ask,  and  I  have  « 
right  to  be  informed,  whether  be  shewed 
that  indulgence  to  Mr.  Wilkes  ?  Did  he 
inform  him  of  every  proceediPg  be  ia* 
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tended  to  carry  on  ?  After,  then,  his  treat- 
ment, and  notorious  want  of  candour  to 
that  gentleman,  has  he  n  right  to  expect  it 
here*?  That  justice  he  has  shewn  to  others, 
shall  be  shewn  to  him.  However,  Sir, 
that  this  business  may  go  on,  I  am  willing 
the  evidences  should  be  examined ;  but  I 
request  we  may  come  to  no  decision  this 
day,  for  one  half  of  the  gentlemen,  by  the 
time  the  evidence  will  be  finished,  will  be 
exhausted;  and  the  other  half  returning 
from  dinner,  will  be  noisy  at  the  bar,  and 
clamorous  for  the  question;  I  therefore 
expect.  Sir,  if  we  do  proceed,  that  the 
debate  on  so  important  a  matter  may  be 
put  off  till  another  day. 

Lord  North*  Sir,  1  own  I  have  no  right 
to  expect  any  such  indulgence ;  I  did  not 
claim  it ;  and  as  to  Mr.  Wilkes,  aa  unfor- 
tunate affair  confined  him  t6  his  house, 
and  he  could  not  attend  here.  He  was 
summoned,  and  the  affair  adjourned  from 
time  to  time,  till  you  were  informed  he 
had  quitted  the  kingdom,  and  was  not 
likely  to  return. 

Lieut  Gov.  Gore  was  then  ordered  to 
the  bar.  He  was  asked  what  time  he  lefl 
the  Grenades,  and  how  long  he  had  been 
there  ?  He  replied,  in  1765  he  returned  to 
England,  and  had  been  in  the  Grenades 
six  months.  He  was  asked,  whether  he 
had  ever  heard  of  any  differetice  between 
the  Caribbs  and  planters,  whether  the 
former  behaved  well  and  peaceably  ?  He 
answered,  no  qnarrels  had  happened,  or 
were  at  that  time  likely  to  happen,  or  he 
must  certainly  have  heard  of  tnem ;  that 
they  always  behaved  well,  and  that  he  had 
never  heard  of  any  jealousies  subsisting. 
Being  asked  if  the  climate  was  'not  very 
sickly,  and  if  some  planters  had  not  ex- 
pressed a  desire  of  having  some  of  the  Ca- 
ribh  lands,  he  replied  in  the  affirmative  to 
both.  On  being  asked  the  names  of  these 
planters,  he  had  forgotten  them  all,  ex- 
cepting one  Alexander. 

Lieut.  Col.  Fletcher  was  asked,  what 
time  he  left  the  island  of  St.  Vincent,  how 
loD^  he  remained  there,  and  what  the  dis- 
position (rf*  the  Caribbs  then  Vas  >  He  an- 
swered, that  he  left  the  island  in  1767,  and 
had  been  there  S  years ;  that  the  Caribbs 
were  very  peaceable,  nor  had  he  heard  of 
any  difference,  which  he  suspected  he 
must  have  done  as  commanding  officer. 
He  waOs  asked  with  respect  to  the  climate, 
and  what  he  thought  must  be  the  conse- 
quence of  an  expedition  at  the  worst  sea- 
son of  the  year?  He  replied,  that  the 
tiimate  was  exceedingly  unhealthy :  that 


122  of  the  men  had  died  the  first  year,  and 
that  309  had  expired  in  the  three  years  hu 
was  there;  that  the  barracks,  barely  sui- 
ficient  to  accommodate  one  regiment, 
were  finished  just  as  he  was  leaving  tliw 
place,  and  the  troops  had  marched  in!  <^ 
them.  On  being  asked  how  the  Caribh.^ 
appeared  affected  to  our  government  ?  h? 
answei'ed,  very  well ;  that  he  dined  witii 
some  of  their  chie&  at  governor  Melville  V 
table,  and  they  behaved  themselves  very 
well ;  and  that  governor  Melville  had  since 
said,  the  gentlest  means  were  the  .best  to 
induce  them  to  entertain  favourable  sci^- 
timents  of  the  English.  He'  was  then 
asked,  what  time  of  the  year  was  the^mof : 
unhesdthy?  He  replied,  from  June  to 
Christmas,  which  was  the  rainy  seasoi.. 
He  was  next  asked,  whether  an  expedi- 
tion against  the  Caribbs  at  that  time  of  tlic 
year  would  not  be  yery  fatal  to  the  men  i 
He  answered,  most  certainly. 

Capt.  Farquhar  was  toked,  as  he  had, 
in  the  absence  of  lieut.  col.  Fletcher,  on 
the  death  of  the  lieutenant  governor,  been 
chosen  to  succeed  him  by  the  gentlemen 
of  the  island,  to  whom  governor  Melvilli; 
had  entirelyicft  it,  whether  he  ever  disco- 
vered any  disposition  to  quarrel  in  tlju 
Caribbs  ?  He  answered,  no ;  that,  on  tlit' 
contrary,  they  used  frequently  to  come  to 
his  quarters  with  pigeons  and  fish  to  seli, 
and  always  behaved  themselves  exceed- 
ingly well. 

Captain  Ross  said,  the  Caribbs  were  at 
first  very  peaceable;  but  a  plan  being 
formed  to  survey  their/  lands,  they  gresr 
turbulent  and  suspicious,  and  a  guard  of 
forty  men,  commanded  by  a  serjeant,  who 
were  ordered  to  protect  the  surveyorp, 
were  made  prisoners  by  them.  He  said^ 
that  Mr.  Alexander,  and  the  rest  of  the 
council,  having  requested  the  command 
of  the  troops  to  rescue  their  qomrades, 
the  whole  number,  consisting  of  120  ef^ 
fective  men,  marched  within  two  miles  of 
their  main  body :  and  that  they  volunta- 
rily gave  up  the  forty  men,  without  any 
hurt  having  been  offered  them^  on  condi- 
tion that  the  surveyors  should  desist,  and 
the  inroads  into  their  country  be  put  a 
stop  to.  He  said,  the  Caribbs  were  not  to 
be  depended  on ;  that  they  were  by  na- 
ture tnieves;  that  the  climate  was  un- 
healthy ;  that  if  the  troops,  at  first  land- 
ing7  were  exposed  to  the  inclemency  of 
the  air,  it  would  be  immediate  death  to 
one  half  of  them  ;  that  tents  were  of  no 
use ;  that  the  proper  coverings  were  huts, 
which  the  negroes,  who  attended  with 


727J  15  GEORGE  III.  Debate  on  the  Papers  relating  U  the  [7* 


provisions,  would  raise  for  the  troops  in  a 
tew  days ;  that  he  believed  they  might  be 
reduced,  but  not  without  loss. 

Mr.  Sharp,  speaker  of  the  assembly  of 
St.  Vincent,  said  the  Caribbs  were  a  faith- 
less people;  that  while  they  continued  in- 
.  the  island,  neither  the  lives  nor  properties 
of  his  Majesty's  subjects  could  be  sectire ; 
that  murders  and  robberies  were  fre-' 
quent;  that  his  own  negroes  had  been 
murdered  in  the  field  ;  and  that  no  induce- 
ments were  wanting  to  encourage  negroes 
to  desert ;  that  the  Caribbs  were  addicted 
to  much  drinking,  and  in  their  debaucheries 
were  chiel,  and  abandoned  to  every  spe- 
cies of  vice.  Being  asked  by  col.  Barr^, 
what  their  vices  were  ?  He  said  they  were 
indeed  but  few,  because  their  ideas  were 
but  few.  They  love  a  plurality  of  women, 
and  take  pleasure  in  nothing  so  much  as 
making  themselves  beasts  by  drinking. 
Do  not  they  Tove  liberty  and  property  ? 
said  col.  Barr6.  The  answer  was^  Yes. 
Then,  said  the  colonel,  if  they  love  women 
and  wine,  liberty  tmd  property,  where  is 
the  difference,  except  m  the  colour,  be- 
tween them  and  Englishmen?  [The  House 
laughed  out,  and  the  Speaker  for  a  mo- 
ment lost  his  presence  of  mind.]  He 
made  no  answer.  Being  asked,  he  ac- 
knowledged himself  the  adviser  of  the 
project  for  removing  these  people  from 
the  island,  and  wished  they  might  be  sent 
to  Guinea,  to  St.  Matthew,  or  to  any 
other  neutral  island,  where  they  mfght  be 
provided  £[>r,  and  live  in  their  own  waj : 
gave  it  as  his  opinion,  that  either  they  or 
his  Majesty^s  subjects  must  quit  tlie 
island ;  for  that  it  was  impossible  for  the 
latter  to  live  in  safety,  if  the  former  were 
suffered  to  live  independent.  The  Com- 
mittee adjourned  to  the  15th. 

Feb.  15.  Mr/  Campbell,  a  planter  in 
Grenada,  was  called  to  the  bar,  to  give 
evidence  relative  to  what  he  knew  con- 
cerning the  Caribbs.  He  informed  the 
House,  that  he  had  had  many  conversa- 
tions with  count  d' Henri,  the  French  go- 
vernor at  Martinico,  who  told  him,  that 
the  Caribbs  made  several  propositions  to 
him  ;  the  two  principal  ones  were,  that  he 
might  assist  tiiem  to  cut  off  the  English 
planters  and  resident  proprietors:  and 
that  he  should,  when  that  was  effected,  in 
the  name  of  the  king  his  master,  once 
more  take  that  island  under  his  protec- 
tion :  that  the  count,  abhorring  their  base- 
ness and  designetl  cruelty,  had  given  him 
this  previous  information^  in'  order  to  put 


his  brother  subjects  on  their  guard;  and 
that  he  had  seen  a  letter  to  the^ove  pur- 
port  from  the  count  to  general  Melville. 
—He  w^  severally  interrogated  ei>  the 
following  points :  Whether  he  ever  heard 
general  Melville  say,  that  the  Caribbs, 
vi(li  a  very  little  address,  might  be  m^ 
naged,  and  made  very  useful  subjects;  or 
if  he  heard  that  those  were  the  general's 
sentiments  ?  To  which  he  replied,  that  be 
never  heard  more  from  the  general,  or  any 
other  person,  than  that  they  were  mis* 
managed,  without  any  reason  accompany- 
ing this  assertion.  To  the  other  questions 
proposed  to  him  he  answered,  that  be  was 
well  acquainted  with  the  West  Indies; 
that  he  knew  of  no  Caribbs  in  any  of  the 
qdjacent  British. islands,  but  a  fev  at  Do- 
minica ;  that  he  looked  upon  count 
d'Henri  as  a  man  of  honour,  who  would 
not  assert  any  thing  but  what  he  knew  to 
be  true ;  that  his  whole  stay  at  Martinico, 
aflerhe  received  the  above  informatioD, 
was  about  ten  days ;  that  the  count  in- 
formed him,  that  150  men  would  keep 
them  in  a  state  of  obedience,  or  at  least  be 
sufficient  to  protect  the  planters  frona  any 
thing  they  might  attempt  against  them; 
that  the  count  knew  very  little  of  English, 
or  he  6f  French ;  and  that  he  knew  of  no 
steps  taken  by  the  white  iohabitants  of  St. 
Vincent  in  consequence  of  this  iDfonna- 
tion,  afler  his  return  thither. 

Lord  Barri/igton  roSe,  aixd  begged  leave 
to  read  a  letter  as  part  of  his  apeedi,  which 
he  had  received  that  morniDg  from  Mr. 
Adair.  It  contained  an  apology  for  his 
absence  on  account  of  illness,  ana  of  some 
drugs,  which  had  been  sent  out  to  the 
ceded  islands,  having  miscarried ;  and  a 
reference  to  an  inclosed  letter,  dated  the 
6th  of  October  last,  from  a  surgeon  nov 
on  the  expedition  at  St.  Vincent,  acquaint- 
ing Mr.  Adair,  that  the  troops  were  fuUj 
supplied  with  every  thing  they  might  want 
in  tne  medicinal  or  drug  way. 

Mr.  Thomas  Tovmshend  then  rose  and 
said: 

Sir;  I  am  seosibTe  how  'deficient! 
am,  I  must  entreat  the  indulgence  of  the 
Housed  and  I  hope  their  can&ur  will  ena- 
ble me  to  proceed.  I  have  been  accused 
of  delay,  and  of  procrastination  in  this  af- 
fair,  but  with  what  justice  I  leave  the 
House  to  determine.  It  was  my  wish  to 
have  this  business  finished ;  and  from  the 
very  moment  I  heard  of  thisextraprdi^Mrj 
expedition.  I  determined  to  make  it  a  sub- 
ject of parUameotary  enquiry.    liis^ £ub« 
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ject,  however  disregarded  at  prefen^y  of 
the  greatest  importance  to  tnis  nation. 
From  the  evidence  at  your  bar.  Sir,  you 
have  been  told,  and  it  is  agreed  on  all 
hands,  that  the  Caribbs  were  peaceable 
till  they  were  alarmed  by  the  surveyors 
cutting  roads  into  their  country.  Tbey 
then  opposed  them,  and  surrounded  a  de* 
tachmeot  of  forty  men,  sent  as  a  guard. 
Mr.  Alexander  immediately  marched  up 
with  the  remainder  of  the  troops;  and  the 
Caribbs,  upon  a  promise  that  the  businesf 
^ouid  stop  till  fresh  orders  arrived  from 
England,  generously,  after  acting  to  those 
forty  men  with  all  possible  humanityi  I 
may  say  hospitality,  dismissed  them,  aad 
did  not  hurt  a  hair  of  any  man's  head. . 
They  fired  no  shot,  they  used  no  violence, 
but  relied  on  the  f^ith  of  a  promise  mad^ 
tliem,  and  returned  peaceably  to  tneir  ha« 
bitations.  But  Alexander  did  not  return 
quite  so  tranquil.  He  returned,  he  says, 
with  regret  from  so  verdant  and  rich  a 
party  of  the  country.  He  wishes  his  Ma* 
jesty's  royal  clemency  had  been  less.  And 
bore  let  me  ask,  Sir,  from  what  part  of  his 
Majesty's  character  Mr.  Alexander  dared 
to  expect  the  royal  assent  to  extirpating 
iiose  miserable  people  ?  And  why  should 
Mr.  Alexander  presume  to  trifle  with  the 
character  of  his  sovereign  ?  What  was  the 
;onduct  of  adcninistration  when  they  re- 
:eived  this  intelligence?  An  almost  instant 
esolution  to  extirpate  those  unhappy  mi« 
erable  Caribbs,  wfiom  it  has  become 
uhionable  to  call  savages.  Troops  were 
ent  out  upoD  the  disgraceful  and  disho- 
lourable  service,  unprovided  with  tenjts 
nd  camp  equipage.  A  plain,  honest, 
ountry  genUeman,  and  who  is  an  exceed- 
ig  good  fox  hunter  [here  the  Houae 
iughed  heartily]  was  appointed,  though 
0  militai^  man,  to  the  command  of  those 
}>ops.  Am  aoon  as  he  got  (poor  man!) 
is  red  coat  od,  and  cockade  mounted,  he 
^pointed  a  staff  superior  to  that  which  he 
ad  for  the  reduction  of  Martinique.  He 
ad  a  qu^er-master  genera],  an  adjutant 
eneral,  commissacy  of  stores,  assistant 
agineers,  apotheci^  general  and  sur- 
son  to  the  hcxapital,  and  no  hospital  there  1 
his  commander  in  chiefs  Sir,  was  to  be 
isisted  by  the  council  of  St.  Vincent,  and 
1^  the  governor  of  Dominique,  governor 
ooDg  and  commissioner  Young.  After 
[r.  Leyboame  had  been  from  St  Vin- 
mt*8  to  the  Grenadest  and  from  the 
renadea  to  St.  Vincent's  tivo  or  three 
mes,  be,  was  superseded:  by  a  miHlaEy 
intlenuuit  vho  wasanthociBed  to.act,  m- 


dependent  of  the  civil  pow^r.  -  Happily^ 
Sir,  no  such  ailthority  can  be  given  by 
any  man  in  this  country:  it  was  indeed 
attempted  soon  afler  the^ccession  of  the 
present  familv  in  the  reign  of  George  the 
Ist;  and  lord.  Cadogan  solicited  the, com* 
mand ;  bu^  he  was  convinced  of  his  error. 
From  the  knowledge  I  have  of  the  military 
liantlem^n  at  St,  Vincent's,  and  the  eom« 
mander  in  phief  in  America,  and  knowing 
them  to  be  good  men,  {  am  certain  that 
they  disapprove  of  this  cruel  and  oppress 
sive  measure.  No  military  roan  was  ever 
consulted  upon  the  oooasion  here :  even 
the  advice  or  Vipinion  of  the  noble  lord 
who  so  ably  fills  the  office  of  Secretary  at 
War,  the  man  who,  in  case  there  is  no 
commander  in  chief,  that  should  give  his 
advice. .  No,  Sir ;  the,cabinet  council,  that 
unconstitutional  society, ^  shut  their  doors 
against  the  Secretary  at  War,  and  against 
every  general  officer.  Indeed,  they  have 
been  consistent  thrpughout.  The  execu* 
tion  equals  the  design;  and  I  defy  any 
other  administration  tlian  the  present  to 
have  contrived  and  executed  so  notable  a 
scheme.  An  evidence  at  your  bar,  a 
clever,  artful,  diffuse  man;  in  short,  an 
interested  planter,  was  consulted  upon  the 
occasion.  He  thoughtsendingthe  Caribbs 
to  the  jcoast  of  Guinea  was  an  eligible 
plan ;  but  willing  to  take  farther  advice, 
ne  asked  a'  captain  of  a  ship,  and  indeed  i 
honour  the  captain  of  the  ship  for  his 
prompt  disposal  of  those  people.  He 
says,  send  them  to  the  islana  of^  St.  Mat« 
thew ;  it  is  nearly  the  sise  of  St.  Vincent^ 
veil  wooded  and  watered;  it  belongs  to 
nobody,  excepting  indeed  the  Portuguese, 
who  discovered  it;  but  they  are  a  con* 
tenogptible  tiatioo,  and  will  not  be  suffered  ' 
to  take  it,  as  they  have  equal  right  to  St. 
Helena,  and  many  others.  Mr.  Sharp  re« 
comment  sendinff  them  to  the  country  of 
thdr  ancestors,  where  they  will  be  as  bad 
off  to  the  full  as  they  are  under  the  hands 
of  put  cabinet  council.  He  says.  Great 
Britttn  may  grant  them  about  10,000  acres 
of  uninhabit^  land  on  the  coast  of  Guineai 
with  navigable  rhrers  and  plenty  of  fbh, 
and  flimish  them  with  husbandry  tools 
and  some  provisions.  This  ^dvice  Mr. 
Siarp^  with  equ^i  candour  and  humanity, 
acknowledges  was  thought  upon  in  a  mo- 
ment ia  consequence  of  an  application  of 
that  sort  to  hm  i^om  lord  Hillsborough, 
apd  sent  upon  blotted  paper.  ^  This  foul 
papain  Shr,  CGQtaming  much  fbul  non- 
sf nae  and  anielty»  was  laid  •before  the 
lords  of-couni^ili  and  upon  na  other  authoi^ 
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rity  whatever  agreed  to.    I  shall  t&erefore 
xmJce  two  motions. 

1.  **  That  the  exi>edition  against  the 
Black  Caribbsy  in  the  island  of  Saint  Vin- 
cent's, was  undertaken  without  sufficient 
provocation  on  the  part  of  those  unhappy 
p^ple,  and  at  the  instigation  of  persons 
interested  in  their  destruction,  and  ap- 
pears to  be  intended  to  end  in  the  total 
extirpation  of  the  said  Caribbs. 

2.  **  That  the  sending  the  troops,  part 
of  which  were  totally  unprovided  with 
camp  equipaee  and  necessaries,  on  that 
service,  in  the  unhealthy  season  of  the 
year,  is  not  justified  by  any  neceasiUr  of 
immediately  increasing  the  military  force 
in  the  island,  was  contrary  to  the  advice  of 
the  governor,  and  must  prove  unneces- 
sarily destructive  to  some  of  the  best  troops 
in  his  Majesty's  service,  and  probably  de- 
feat the  purpose  for  which  they  were  sent, 
and  bring  disgrace  upon  his  Majesty's 
arms." 


Lord  Folkestone  : 

Sir ;  much  having  been  said  by  the 
hon.  gentleman  who  made  the  motion,  on 
the .  iniquity  of  this  transaction,  there  re- 
mains but  little  for  me  to  add.  I  should  have 
thought.  Sir,  that  our  generosity,  as  Eng- 
lishmen, would  have  taught  us  to  consider 
the  liberty  and  property  of  others  as 
sacred;  but  if  that  was  insufficient,  I 
should  have  thought  motives  of  humanijty 
might  have  restrained  us  from  wanton  and 
premeditated  acts  of  cruelty  upon  a  set  of 
defenceless  people.  The  only  question 
upop  the  present  subject  that  can  direct 
us  to  a  just  determination  is,  who  com* 
mitted  the  first  hostilities  ?  It  is  asserted 
the  Caribbs  are  subject  to  our  govern- 
ment ;  we  grant  it,  though  it  may  be  dis- 
puted :  but  can  it  be  said,  even  under 
those  circumstances,  that  invasion  of  pro- 
perty is  no  hostility  f  Sir^  it  is  very  evi- 
dent that  the  first  act  of  hostility  was  com- 
mitted by  us  ;  in  my  opinion,  the  Caribbs 
are  justified  in  what  they  have  done,  and  I 
heartily  second  the  motion. 

Mr.  Hans  Stanley  set'  out  widi  great 
candour :  he  condemned  the  principles  on 
which  colonization  was  founded :  however 
current  and  prevalent  the  policy  by  which 
they  were  established  and  supported  might 
be  among  the  European  powers,  he  con- 
fessed, he  was  fiir  from  being  satii^ed  with 
the  notorious  deviations  from  humanity 
and  equity,  by  which  they  were  uphdd; 
it  was  a  matter  of  serious  and  melancholy 
coQsidoritioiii  to  think  of  the  great  Qumber 


of  his  Majesty's  European  subjects,  wbo 
daily  fell  victims  to  the  noxious,  and,  one 
might  almost  say,  the  pestilential  effecu 
of  the  West  Indiaa  climates :  he  under* 
stood,  upon  the  best  computations,  that 
not  one  third  of  those  who  went  to  those 
islands  to  reside  ever  survived  the  season* 
ing:  it  was  besides  a  matter  at  which 
evenr  man  of  common  humanity  most 
shudder,  when  he  is  informed  that,  upon 
the  most  accurate  estimate  of  the  numbers 
yearly  enslaved,  to  gratify  tbe  thirst  of 
gain  and  lucre  of  avaricious,  unfeeling 
planters,  they  were  proved  by  a  leaned 
author  to  be  no  less  than  80,000.  It  wis 
true  those'unhappy  slaves  were  not  brought 
to  niarket  for  slaughter:  no,  thevwere 
brought  to  market,  if  possible,  for  infi- 
nitely more  cruel  and  iniquitous  purposes. 
He  said,  that  in  his  consideration  ot  anj 
matter  of  the  nature  of  that  now  before 
him,  he  should  not  think  of  either  the  sta- 
ture or  complexion  of  any  man,  whether 
he  was  a  pigmy  or  a  Patagonian,  or  whe- 
ther he  was  a  white,  yellow,  or  black;  he 
only  looked  to  the  present  measure  so  far 
as  it  was  founded  m  natural  justice  and 
good  faith,  and  supported  by  sound  policy, 
and  that  necessity  by  which  those  who  are 
entrusted  with  the  executive  part  of  the 
government  are  compelled  to  act.  In  thii 
light,  therefore,  he  should  submit  it  to  the 
House,  whether  the  Caribbs  were  subjects 
or  sovereigns.  To  contend  for  the  latter, 
would  be  to  the  last  degree  absurd;  if  the 
former,  then  they  can  possibly  daim  do 
other  right  but  what  subjects  are  entitled 
to.  That  this  right,  says  he,  can  never 
exceed  a  right  of  occupancy,  will  not  be 
denied  by  any  man  who  pretends  to  know 
the  principles  on  which  societies  of  men 
are  rormed,  or  governments  established. 
How,  then,  does  the  question  now  under 
consideration  come  before  us  ?  Why,  whe- 
ther administration  have  a  right  to  enforce 
submission  to  orders  calculated  to  preserve 
that  particular  establishment  ot  which 
those  savages  form  but  a  part  ?  That  this 
submission  has  been  refused;  and  that 
they  have  set  up  a  claim  of  indeoendencj 
in  opposition  to  it,  is  agreed  on  all  hands: 
that  the  present  measure  was  evidently 
necessary  on  those  grounds^  is  therefore 
incontrovertible  ;  that  it  was  immediately 
necessary,  is  equally  clear  from  the  papc'^ 
now  on  your  table.  If,  then,  the  lattff 
be  allowed,  every  mode  of  putting  it  w 
execution  must  fall  to  the  ground;  for, 
however  exceptionable  the  season  of  tw 
yeari  and  other  circmnstancesi  may  *P^ 
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pear,  (tliou^h  I  do  not  mean  to  giv«  any 
opinion  on  a  matter  I  am  so  incompetent 
to  iudge  of)  in  which  the  expedition  was 
lent  out,  llie  propriety  of  the  measure 
must  stand  fully  justified  on  the  ground 
that,  to  delay  it  any  longer,  would  endan- 
ger the  total  destruction  of  the  colony.  It 
is  not  improbable,  Sir,  that  those  gentle- 
men who  now  so  warmly  oppose  the  pre- 
sent measure,  would  have  shewed  them- 
selves equally  ready  to  fix  an  indelible  but 
just  stain  on  administration,  had  they, 
through  neglect  or  inattention,  quietly 
suffered  the  savages  to  murder  our  plan- 
ters, and  ravage  their  settlements. 

Mr.  Cornwall  said,  that  the  hon.  sen- 
tieroan's  general  sentiments  and  reasonmgs 
did  him  honour  as  a  man  and  a  politician : 
that  nevertheless,  though  they  might  be 
extremely  just  as  to  the  general  scope  of 
them,  they  were  very  erroneous  when  ap- 
plied in  the  manner  now  contended  for : 
that  the  spirit  of  colonization  and  planta- 
tion, now  carried  on  by  the  sovereigns  and 
subjects  of  the  several  powers  of  Europe, 
though  faulty  in  many  respects,  and  per- 
haps in  the  end  big  with  tne  most  perni- 
cious consequences,  was  now  become,  in  a 
great  measure,  indispensably  necessary  to 
each  separate  state,  considered  individu- 
Blly,  particularly  to  such  whose  rank  and 
importance  depended  chiefly  on  com- 
merce: that,  however,  those  considera- 
tions had  but  a  very  remote  relation  to  the 
present  question  ;  but  that  it  was  the  hon. 
g^entleman's  deductions  from  certain  prin- 
ciples he  had  laid  down  to  which  he  chiefly 
objected.  The  hon.  gentleman  speaks  of 
be  principles  of  government,  and  the  in- 
erences  to  be  drawn  from  them,  as  if  the 
^aribbs  were  intimately  instructed  in  the 
iepths  of  modern  policy,  and  of  the  most 
Perfect  foundation  of  civilized  eovern- 
nent:  he  talks  of  subjection  and  occu-. 
)ancy,  of  sovereignty  and  resistance — to 
^hom  ?  to  people  who  are  totally  unac- 
[uainted  with  any  such' refined  distinc- 
ions.  Has  he  adduced  one  proof,  or 
tated  one  established  fact,  to  shew  the 
xact  political  relation  the  British  sovern- 
tient  and  those  free  negroes  stand  in  to- 
^a^ds  each  other  ?  If  he  has  not,  away, 
hen,  with  such  false  refinements  and 
orced  constructions.  Those  unfortunate 
aen  find  themselves  in  possession  of  cer- 
lin  rights  and  possessions ;  they  perceive 
fiose  rights  attempted  to  be  wrested  from 
hem,  contrary  to  promises  on  wbich  they 
nagined  they  might  safely  depend.  Was 
I  to  be  supposed  that  they  could,  on  find- 
8 


A.  I>.  I778i  [734 

inp  themadves,  as  the^  thought,  so  basely 
injured,  forbear  to  resist  i  No,  such  a  con- 
duct firom  a  savage  would  be  unnatural; 
and  nothing  but  an  inability  to  do  them- 
selves immediate  justice  would  have  pre- 
vented them  from  taking  instant  revenge. 
It  was  their  weakness,  not  a  want  of  incli- 
nation, that  saved  the  colony  from  utter 
destruction.  Great  stress  has  been  laid 
on  one  side,  and  manv  doubts  started  on 
the  other,  whether  they  actually  applied 
for  assistance  to  the  French  governor  of 
the  neighbouring  islands ;  but,  for  my 
part,  I  cannot  hesitate  a  minute  in  believ- 
mg  that  they  did.  Such  a  conduct  was  a 
natural  consequence  of  the  injustice  imd 
oppression  which  they  knew  were  in-, 
tended  against  them.  They  looked  upon 
themselves  as  independent;  t&ey  were 
taught  so ;  they  were  told  so  :  they  re- 
ceived the  strongest  assurance^  that  th6 
Kin^  of  Great  Britain  was  of  the  same 
opinion,  but  they  found  they  were  de- 
ceived. They  were  unacquainted  with 
the  rules  of  Westminster-haO ;  they  never 
dreamt  of  bringing  an  action  against  a 
forcible  possessor.  No ;  they  applied  to 
a  sovereign  power,  who,  they  tnoughty  ' 
was  both  able  and  willing  to  assist  them 
in  repelling  the  invaders,  and  in  taking 
vengeance  on  their  faithless  oppressors. 
This  was  the  treason,  this  was  the  conspi- 
racy, that  those  ignorant  savages  were 
guilty  of,  howsoever  denominated  by  the 
measured  language  of  mercenary  planters, 
or  misLc^formed  minister^.  The  hon.  gen- 
tleman says,  he  has  defended  the  measure 
by  its  necessity,  and  insists  that  that  like- 
wise goes  to  justify  the  mode  of  puttins  it 
in  execution;  to  which  last  I  readily 
agree ;  I  cheerfully  join  issue  with  him  on 
this  point.  I  grant,  if  there  was  a  real 
necessity  for  sending  our  troops  to  that 
island,  the  season  of  the  year,  whether  at 
June  or  Christmas,  and  many  other  consi- 
derations of  the  same  nature,  would  not  in 
the  least  weigh  with  jpe :  the  dangeroua 
and  critical  situation  of  the  colony  must  at 
once  remove  every  ^material  objection  of 
that  kind.  But  has  the  hon.  gentleman 
shewn  that  this  was  really  the  case  ?  Have 
the  papers  on  your  table  spoken  $uch  a 
language  ?  On  the  contrary,  taking  the 
worst  of  the  facts  charged- on  theni  to  be 
true,  in  full  contradiction  to  the  whole 
teqor  of  the  rest  of  the  evidence,  and  of 
the  sentiments  of  the  officers  examined  at 
your  bar,  not  the  representations  of  inte- 
rested persons,  can  it  be  pretended  that ' 
the  present  measure  was  justifiable  i  If 
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andv  thank  God,  th6  Revdtition  has  pot 
it  out  of  the  power  of  any  man  pablicly 
to  controvert  this  proposition :  th&t  sub- 
mission 18  invariably  tne  just  return  for 
protebtiony  and  that  a  person  never  forfeits 
the  latter,  till  he  oflends  the  whole  com* 
munity,  by  opposing  the  executive  power 
in  the  commission  of  some  act  authorized 
by  the  laws  and  constitution  of  this  coun- 
try. A  sentleman  at  your  bar  has  for- 
tunately hit  upon  an  expedient  that  will 
solve  the  present  difficulty.  He  says,  that 
they  can  have  no  claim  to  any  land  but 
what  they  have  cultivated,  and  that  con- 
sequently all  that  is  at  present  covered 
wrth  woody  «nd  uncleared,  belongs  to  go- 
vernment. A  very  pretty  distinction  truly! 
Does  he  consider,  or  did  he  trouble  him- 
self to  reflect  on  the  manner  in  whicii 
those  people  live,  and  the  means  they  en- 
ploy  to  procure  a  subsistence  ?  Is  he  ig- 
norant that  those  poor  people  Hve  chiedy 
by  fowling  and  fishing  r  It  they  are  r^ 
moved  from  the  vicinity  of  the  sea,  ud 
into  the  open  country,  they  must  be  si- 
most  as  miserable  as  if  they  were  actually 
sient  to  where  he  and  the  rest  of  his  wor- 
thy colleafi;ues  would  willinglv  dispose  of 
them.  His  lordship  concluded  by  con* 
demning  the  whole  of  the  military  arrange- 
ments, and  insisting  that  two  regioeou 
would  answer  every  wise  and  equitable 
purpose  that  administration  ought  to  wish 
for,  or  humanity  permit. 

General  Harvey  hoped  the  House  wooW 
not  think  it  improper  to  inform  them,  thit 
he' was  not  consulted,  and  to  assure  them, 
that  he  was  always  ready  to  attend  oo 
every  occasion,  on  which  he  imagined  be 
mi^t  be  of  the  least  service  in  the  way 
of  his  profession,  from  the  fifer  to  the 
commander  in  chief;  that  he  understood. 
that  it  still  remained  a  doubt  with  sooie 
high  in  the  profession,  f  meaning  gener^ 
Conway )  which  was  the  nest  time  to  send 
out  a  relief  to  the  ceded  islands:  that  be 
had  spared  no  pains  to  be  properly  in- 
formed on  this  head,  having  appli^  ^<^ 
the  several  persons  both  in  the  miljtaf/ 
and  physical  way,  who  were  roost  like)/ 
to  give  the  best  information,  that  tbis  en- 
quiry extended  from  the  little  govemmeot 
of  Senegambia  to  the  places  and  p^' 
risons  of  the  most  imporUnce ;  and  that 
the  result  of  his  enquiries  produced, 
among  others,  the  following  answers  fro"^ 
a  gentleman  equally  esteemed  for  hif  "«'- 
litary  knowledge  and  understanding*  (e^' 
neral  Melville)  which  he  begged  leave  t^^ 
read  as  part  of  bis  speech ;  the  puiport*'^ 


then  die  present  ideasure  was  not  justi" 
fiable,  n0  man  in  bis  senses  could  object  to 
the  motions. 

Sir  Richard  Sutton.  Sir,  I  mst  beg 
leave  to  say  a  few  words  upon  this^ues- 

/  tion.  The  Caribbs,  Sir,  must  be  subjects 
oT  sovereigns;  there  is  no^  intermediate 
order.  I  consider  them  as  die  fbiiner 
since  the  year  1668.  The  French  have 
since  ceded  St.  Vincent's  to*  us,  and  we 
have,  a  double  claim  to  sovereignty. 
Whatever  may  be  the  opinion  of  other 
gentlemen  with  respect  to  the  expedition, 
r  think  it  justifiable  ahd  necessary,  from 
the  representations  that  were  made  by  the 

.  planters.  If  administration  had  refused  to 
assist  them,  an  opposition  and  cry  equal 
to  the  present,  would  have  been  raised 
aigainst  them;  that  the  honour  of  the 
crown  had  been  betrayed ;  that  we  were 
afraid  of  the  Caribbs ;  and  that  they  were 
afraid  of  hnrrying  us  into  a  war  with 
France,  who  assisted  and  countenanced 
those  savages.  Such,  Sir,  would  have, 
been  the  language  of  opposition ;  and 
though  I  think,  and  perhaps  it  would  have 
been  better,  that  our  avarice  had  not  led 
us  to  the  discovery  of  America ;  yet,  Sir, 
from  the  evidence  delivered  at  your  bar, 
whatever  conclusion  this  expedition  may 
have,  administration  are  notintitled  tp  any 
blame  whatever. 

Lord  George  Gerwain  stood  up,  and' 
dwelt  for  a  considerable  time  on  the  con- 
duct of  administration  towards  the  natives 
on  our  first  taking  possession  of  the  island, 
of  their  peaceable  demean9ur  ai)d  carriage 
towards  the  phmtcrs,  of  their  humanltv 
towards  the  captain's  guard  when  in  thefr 
power,  and  of  their  supplying  them  with 
victuals  while  in  that  situation.  But,  said 
he,  it  is  contended  that  those  people  are 
rebellious,  that  they  love  liberty  and  in- 
dependence:  if  the  two  latter  are  proofs 
of  the  fonner,  I  believe  that  they  are  very 
rebellious.  On  the  first  settlement  of  this 
island,  those  people,  it  appears,  came  in, 
and  took  the  oaths  to  government :  they 
behaved  themselves  quietly  as  subjects, 
till  an  attempt  was  made  to  reduce  them 
to  slaver}*,  without  even  pretending  any 
crime  on  their  part.  Will  any  man  m  this 
House,  at  this  time  of  day,  pretend  to 
affirm,  that  standing  on  their  own  defence 
without  even  a  crime  imputed  to  them, 
was  treason,  and  that  they  deserved  to  be 
extirpated  merely  to  gratify  a  set  of  inhu- 
man mercenary  planters  >  No ;  the  consti- 
tution forbids  such  a  violation  of  the  rights 
of  the  poorest  and  meanest  of  the  society  ; 
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which  wa^  That  a  i^'ef  should  be  gene- 
My  seni  oat  as  eaHy  in  January  as  po6- 
fible,  that,  however,  considering  the  dan- 
^r  to  be  expected  from  hurricanes,  and 
the  very  little  difference  there  was  between 
what  was  called  the  sickly  and  healthy 
seasons,  the  diilerence  he  beliered  was 
hardly  worth  regarding ;  but  that .  cer- 
tainly for  sending  out  troops,  or  a  relief 
intended  for  actual  service  and  military 
Sperations,  the  latter  end  of  December,  or 
early  in  Januairy,  wieto  much  the  best  thne. 
General  Comoai/  then  stood  up,  and, 
after  paying  general  Harvey  a  coaapliment 
on  his  attention  in  the  above  instance,  in- 
foraied  the  House,  that  he  was  dad  to  be 
•ct  right  in  a  matter  of  so  much  import- 
ance, and  that  he  no  longer  retaitred  any 
doubt  of  what  he  was  not  before  suffi- 
cientlv  satisfied  of.  - 

CdoneX  Barri  insisted  chiefly  on  the 
peaceable  behaviour  of  the  Caribbs  before 
the  attempt  onade  to  rob  and  enslave  them, 
tad  their  pfalcabiKty  and  humanity  after 
tbey  had  been  injured.  He  dw«  with 
equal  humour  and  sterling  sense  on  the 
conduct  of  Mr.  Alexander,  in  his  military 
smogem^tr,  and  on  the  reluctance  he 
expressed  of  being  obliged  to  comply  with 
the  improper  clemency  shewn  in  his  Ma- 
jesty's instructions.  He  compared  this 
gentleman's  certainty  of  success  to  the  ge- 
neral officer,  who  with  his  finger  pointed 
out  the  means  of  passing  a  river  to  the 
great  Turertne,  who' replied,  that  if  his 
finger  was  a  bridge,  it  might  easily  be  ef- 
fected. Throughout  that  part  of  his  speech 
he  carried  on  a  ludicrous  coniparison  be- 
tween the  worthypresident  ofthe  council 
and  his  narae-satce  of  Macedon.  He  said, 
the  propositions  made  by  the  commfs^ 
sioners  for  the  sale  of  lands  hi  the  ceded 
Hands,  and  adopted  by  their  wise  princi- 
pals at  home,  for  removing  the  Caribbs 
to  the  leeward  side  of  the  island,  and  for 
preventing  private  purchases,  put  hhn  in 
nlDdofanmcident  whichheheardhadhap- 
pened  doriiig  the  late  war  in  America :  a 
rolanteer,  behig  on  a  party  with  some 
Kg^ht  infhntry,  and  a  few  friendly  Indiails, 
they  happened  to  be  surrounded,  on  which 
the  volunteer  shewed  some  rigns  of  fear; 
tod  being  asked  by  one  Daniel,  an  Indito, 
tod  old  friend,  what%as  the  matter,  he 
^pressed  to  him  a  great  dread  of  hems 
Kadped  by  the  enemy ;  «  Oh,»  replied 
Danirf,  « if  that  be  aD,  I  wiif  at  once  re-r 
»ove  that  uneasiness,  for  I  shall  take  care 
to  scalp  yoci  myself.'  He  next  animad- 
rerted  upon  die  parote  evidence,  and  the 
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degree  of  credibility  which  it  deserves  t 
one  witness  tells  you,  that  count  d'Henri 
did  not  uhderstand  English^  nor  ^f\  him<^ 
jMlf  understand  French,  and  I  believe  he 
might  have  added,  nor  English*  either; 
yet  he  pretends  to  relate  the  exact  sense 
of  conversations  which  passed  betweed 
them.  -Now,  for  my^part,  I  understand 
French  very  well,  and,  for  all  that,  I  could 
not  pretend  to  recollect  so  precisely,  as 
the  witness  has  done,  what  had  passed  be* 
tween  the  count  and  me  on  this  sub}eet,  < 
though  I  have  had  several  conversations 
with  \Am  on  it;  and  indeed  I  must  say  he 
entertained  very  dtierent  sentiments,,  in 
many  particulars,  from  What  the  witness 
has  impufted  to  him.  ^nother  gentleman, 
a  weU-known  witness  at  your  bar,  has  told 
pi^tty  nvudk  such  anotl^r  story,  relative 
to  converslrfiofis  which  passed  between  him 
and  four  Frenchmen.  He  tells  you,  in- 
deed, he  had  an  interpreter ;  but  he  does 
not  say  upon  that  particular  occasion— 
The  eolonel  concluded  with  remarking  <m 
the  uAfirequented  coasts  of  Africa,  the 
island  of  St.  Bf atthew,  the  cabinet  counctf, 
and  the  scraps  of  blotted  paper. 

Lord  i^orih  entered  into  a  loAg  justifica- 
tion of  himself,  the  rest  of  the  ministry^ 
artd  the  planters,  chiefly  on  the  written 
evidence,  and  the  motives  that  induced  the 
memorialists  and  the  ministry  to  vary  their 
phm,  acfeording  to  various  circumstances, 
and  the  different  ex^encies  that  might  oc- 
CQr«  He  said,  he  was  obliged  to  the  hon. 
gentleifoan  who  moved  for  &e  enquiry,  fbr 
distinguishing  the  motions,  fbr  debating 
them  together,  by  which  the  sense  of  the 
House  might  be  had  with  less  trouble; 
and  particularly  for  his  candour  in  ac- 
quainting them  with  all  he  intended  to 
move:  at  once.  This,  he  said^  was  fair  and 
parliamentary,  and  prevented  unexpected 
(][uestions  bemg  agitated  at  an  improper 
time,  or  late  in  the  night,  when  the  House 
was  neither  prepared  to  properly  examine 
or  dbcuss  them.  He  should,  he  said, 
have  been  much  obliged  to  him  if  he  had 
made  the  first  less  complex ;  howler,  he 
Hoped  that  he  had  already  proved  that  the 
iheasure  had  not  been  undertaken  without 
sufficient  provocation ;  that  he  should  ' 
have  taken  it  as  a  greater  instance  of  the 
hon.  gentleman's  candour,  if  instead  of 
persons  interestedhe  hadsaid  personssolely 
mterested.  "As  to  the  last  part  of  it,  re1a'» 
tive  te  the  extirpal^n  of  tne  Caribbs,  he 
waasure  the  hon.  genlfleman  would  rea-* 
dily  Withdraw  it,  wheti  he  had  properly  at^ 
tended  to  part  of  tbt^^ispatches  mnvlord 
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HiUsborougb,  contained  in  No.  35.  Here 
hb  lordship  read  an  exir%ct  from  those 
dispatches,  wherein  governor  Leyborne 
is  authorised  to  treat  with  them  oa  the  fol- 
lowing terms :  either  to  quit  the  island  on 
the  transportation  scheme,  to  agree  with 
th6  terms  granted  to  the  free  negroes  in 
Jamaica  in  l^TSSy  or  consent  to  settle  on 
it  according  to  the  terms  formerly  pro- 
posed. His  lordship  dwelt  with  great 
force  on  the  humane,  tender  expressions 
diffused  throughout  this  dispatch.  He 
added,  that  this  being  the  case,  he  had 
very  little  to  say  relative  to  the  propriety 
of  the  military  arrangements,  as  that  was 
not  his  province ;  that,  however,  it  was  al- 
lowed from  every  side  of  the  House,  that 
the  latter  might  be  well  justified  by  the 
immecUate  necessity  there  was  for  its 
speedy  execution;  and  concluded,  that 
the  hon.  colonel  (Barr6)  was  very  happy 
in  an  extensive  acquaintance  with  foreign 
officers  of  rank ;  yet  he  cpuld  by  no  means 
doubt  the  veracity  of  the  witnesses  at  the 
bar,  as  well  from  ^he  collateral  proofs  sub- 
stantiating their  evidence,  as  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman's diffidence  in  laying  any  great 
stress  on  what  he  allowed  at  that  time 
made  no  great  impression  on  his  mind. 

Colonel  BarrS  replied,  that  it  was  true 
he  had  the  honour  of  being  acquainted 
with  two  foreign  general  officers  of  rank, 
his  c^d  friend  Don  Francisco,  and  count 
d'Henri,  the  former  of  whom  he  got  ac- 
quainted with  at  Gibraltar,  and  the  latter 
«n  the  continent,  whither  he  generally 
took  a  trip  ev6ry  year,  as  he  had  nothing 
to  do  at  home ;  that  his  regard  for  the 
90unt  prevented  him  from  particularizing 
any  part  of  a  private  conversation,  neither 
did  lie  choose  to  measure  a  man  of  his 
consequence  and  known  honour  with  the 
evidence  at  the  bar;  that  in  those  ex- 
cursions he  still  retained  a  warm  affection 
for  the  honour  of  his  country,  and,  from 
the  time  of  setting  foot  on  the  continent, 
forgot  all  divisions  or  remembrance  of 
party  afiairs ;  therefore  he  appealed  to  his 
lordship  in  what  manner  he  could  ex- 
tenuate the  charge  that  would  be  made 
against  a  great,  a  powerful,  and  a  once 
glorious  nation,  for  this  sliameful  outrage, 
this  murder,  extirpation,  and  robbery  of  a 
few  harmless  savages.  He  concluded  by 
assuring  his  lordship,  that  the  count  would 
be  in  London  within  a  month  or  six  weeks ; 
and  that  he  would  advise  him  to  apply  ta 
his  excellency  to  know  what  he  should  do 
with  the  unfortunate  Caribbs,  if  not  al- 
ready sacrificed  to  the  ararice  and  inhu- 


manity of  a  set  of  merciless  planters  asd 
improvident  ignorant  ministers ;  by  which 
means  probably  his  lordship  would  hap- 
pily  get  rid  of  what  he  seemed  at  present 
to  be  most  miserably  embarrassed  with. 

Lord  Barrington  went  into  an  investiga- 
tion of  bpth  questions,  and  the  warmest 
encomiums  on  the  gentlemen  of  the  anny. 
He  observed,  that  it  bad  been  thrown  out 
in  the  debate,  that  the  military  murmured; 
but  he  was  certain  of  the  contrarv ;  he 
knew  no  officer  did  murmur,  nor  had  & 
right  to  be  displeased :  the  lower  sort  ot 
people  in,  this  country  were,  it  was  true, 
too  apt  to  find  fault ;  but  as  for  the  gea* 
tlemen  of  the  army,  he  was  confident  they 
were  of  another  disposition,  and  of  a  dif- 
ferent dass.  He  would  therefore,  in  S9 
full  a  House,  and  so  respectable  a  gallery, 
be  extremely  sorry  that  any  person  should 
go  away  impressed  with  such  a  notioo, 
though  he  wists  convinced  there  was  very 
little  occasion  for  this  caution  m  the  eyes 
of  the  dispassionate  or  intelligent.  As  to 
the  objections,  that  no  military  man  was 
consulted  on  the  occasion,  he  b^gedto 
be  heard  a  few  minutes.  Taking  the 
question  as  to  the  measure,  no  officer  had 
a  right  to  be,  or  properly  could  be  cod* 
suited,  for  it  was  purely  a  matter  of  state: 
when,  indeod,  the  measure  was  agreed  oq 
in  council,  then  it  -was  usual  to  take  tba 
advice  of  some  military  man :  so  it  hap- 
pened in  the  present  instance ;  for  gene- 
ral Gage,  whose  character  was  well  knowo 
and  established,  had  been  consulted.  It 
was  asked,  why  I  did  not  give  my  advice, 
and  for  what  reason  were  the  cabinet 
council  doors  shut  against  me  ?  To  the 
former  I  can  answer,  that  I  did  give  my 
advice ;  but  the  necessity  of  dispatch  was 
pleaded/ and,  I  believe,  very  justly  too; 
and  I  can  likewise  affirm,  that  tho  doors  of 
the  cabinet  were  not  shut  against  me  on 
this  occasion,  more  than  any  other,  as  a 
matter  of  state.  I  again  repeat,  I  had  no- 
thing to  do  with  it,  and,  in  my  official  cha- 
racter, I  did  interfere.  The  hon.  general 
behind  me  (Conway)  knows  that  it  is 
usual  on  such  occasions  to  consult  persons 
in  their  several  departments,  if  thej  ars 
members  of  the  council.  So  far  I  was  ad- 
vised with,  and  so  far  I  acquitted  myself. 

Mr.  r.  Tfyvonsheud  observed,  that  how 
much  soever  the  noble  lord  on  the  Trea- 
sury bench  mieht  be  warmed  with  appro- 
bation, and  ready  to  pass  encomiums  upon 
the  celebrated  dispatch  which  he  had  en- 
tertained the  House  so  long  with,  be  wtf 
still  strongly  of  opinion,  that  the  Caribw 
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were  not  at  liberty  to  chbose  which  of  the 
three  different  propositions  contained  fn 
that  dispatch  they  pleased,  but  would  be 
compelled  to  submit  to  the  terms  which 
.  the  persons  entrusted  with  the  final  exe<« 
cution  of  those  instructions  had  all  along 
determined  on ;  and  that  as  to  what  the 
Doble  lord  who  spoke  last  said  was  a  tnattef 
of  state,  he  contended,  that  the  proper 
season  of  the  year,  and  the  other  inferior 
considerations'  attending  the  expedition, 
were  no  matters  of  state,  at  least  tney  were 
not  so  during  the  most  successful  adminis- 
tration and  glorious  period  this  nation  had 
ever  beheld ;  for  the  truth  of  which  he 
appealed  to  his  lordship,  who  was  at  that 
time  in  office.  He  concluded  with  insict- 
ing,  that  a  bare  letted  to  general  Gage, 
desiring  him  to  send  two  regiments  from 
America  to  St.  Vincent's,  could  not  be 
properiv  considered  as  advising  with  or 
consulting  a  military  man,;  and  what  oc- 
casion was  there  to  send  beyond  the  At- 
lantic for  advice,  when  there  were  so  many 
on  the  very  spot  capable  of  giving  the 
most  sufficient  and  intelligent  ? 

The  House  divided  on  Mr.  Townshend's 
h$t  motion.     The  Yeas  w6nt  forth. 
Tellers. 

YEAs5?^^'^A'{rf^^°^'^"°'   I   88 
C  Lord  Folkestone     -    -     S 

So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

The  House  then  divided  on  the  second 
motion.    The  Yeas  went  forth. 
Tellers. 

Vp  4  c  5  General  Irwin    - 
^^^MMr.  Byng     -    - 

So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

It  was  then  moved,  **  That  an  hun^ble 
Address  be  presented  to  his  Majesty,  de- 
siring that  his  Majesty  will  be  graciously 
pleased  to  acquaipi  this  House  by  whose 
advice  the  measure  was  undertaken,  of  at- 
tacking the  Caribbs  in  the  island  of  Saint 
Vincent's ;  and  of  sending  the  troops  for 
that  purpose  in  the  most  unhealthy  season 
of  the  year;  a  measure  equally  repugnant 
to  the  known  humanity  of  his  Majesty's 
temper,  disgraceful  to  his  Majesty's  arms, 
and  dishonourable  to  the  character  of  the 
British  aatioa  :'^  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

>  Jkhtttc  in  the  Commons  on  a  Motion  for 
1  ^ 
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a  Commit  lee  to  consid&r  of  the  Subscrip* 
tion  to  the  Thirty  Nine  Ar deles.']  Feo. 
23.  The  order  of  the  day  being  read,  for 
the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  whole  House,  to  consider  of  the 
Subscription  to  the  Thirty-nine  Articled 
of  the  Church  of  England,  or  any  other 
Test  now  required  of  persons  in  either  of 
the  two  universities,  several  members  were 
for  putting'an  immediate  negative  thereon, 
and  called  loudly  for  the  question,  whe- 
ther the  Speaker  should  quit  the  chair  or 
not. 

Sir  WiUiam  Meredith  then  rose,  and 
acquainted  the  House  with  his  general 
reasons,  as  well  as  what  appeared  to  be 
the  sense  of  the  House  last  year,  on  the 
impropriety  of  imposing  tests  upon  youth 
at  the  time  of  matriculation;  and  con- 
cluded by  assuring  those  gentlemen,  that 
if  they  were  determined  to  put  a  negative 
upon  the  proposed  enquiry,  in  the  first 
instance,  he  intended  to  transfer  the  de- 
bate from  Uie  present  motion  to  another 
question,  that  is,  whether  this  House  be 
competent  to  judge  of  the  propriety  or 
impropriety  of  any  subscription  or  test  es- 
tablished at  our  universities, — Here  he  . 
wa»  severally  answered  by  Mr.  Page  and 
Mr.  Beckwith,  that  nothing  was  now  pro- 
perly before  the  House,  but  whether  such 
an  enquiry  or  discussion  was  necessary; 
that  there  was  nothing  offered  which  could 
induce  the  House  to  consent  to  the 
Speaker's  quitting  the  chair,  nor  any 
ground  laid  down,  or  propositions  stated 
on  which  it  could  regularly  debate ;  that 
as  totthe  honourable  mover's  intentions  of 
proposing  another  question  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  House  till  the  other  was 
disposed,  it  was  entirely  irregular  and  un- 
parliamentary ;  and  that,  as  to  the  omni- 
potence of  parliament,  though  it  was  not 
denied,  the  second  question  would  never- 
theless revert  and  remain  on  the  same 
foundations  as  the  first,  those  of  expedi- 
ency and  necessity,  and  therefore  the  s^me 
reasons  that  would  induce  the  House  to 
resist  one  proposition,  must  oblige  them 
to  refuse  to  enter  on  the  consideration  of 
the  other.  Sir  William  then  took  a 
pamphlet  out  of  his  pocket,  which  be  an- 
nounced to  be  the  work  of  Dr.  Tucker, 
dean  of  Gloucester,  purporting  <*  that, 
subscription,  or  tests^  might  be  very  well 
dispensed  with  from  youbg  gentlemen  on 
their  matriculation,  and  from  masters  of 
arts,  and  those  who  took  degrees  in  law, 
physic,  and  music"  If  the  Speakerouitted 
the  chair,  and  the  matter  came  to  be  de» 
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bated,  this  was  the  ground  he  chieHy  in- 
tended to  take ;  that  the  fame  proposition, 
or  atleast  those  of  an  exact  similar  tendency, 
were  rejected  last  year ;  he  submitted  to 
the  House,  that  every  thin^  which  passed 
jn  the  debate  on  that  occasion^  rather  eo'- 
couraged  him  in  the  propriety  of  the  pre- 
sent application;  and  concluded  by  ap^ 
pealing  to  his  opposers  if  they  contended, 
that  every  thing  laid  down  in  the  Thirty- 
^  .  Nine  Articles,  and  ^ve^  subscription  and 
test  established  in  their  support,  were  to 
be  defended  without  reserve. 
^  The  question  that  the  Speaker  do  le^ve 
%he  chair  being  put, 

.  Sir  Roger  NewHgate  said : 

I  do  confess,  Sir^  I  am  spinewhat 
surprised  at.  the  motion  proposed  by  the 
bon.  gentleman.  I  thought  this  House 
had  already  decided ;  I  thought  it  had  on 
a  former  occasion  shewn  its  disapprobation 
of  such  motions ;  I  thought  it  bad  finally 
and  for  ever  determined  the  poinU    Laal 

.  year,  Sir,  we  bad  a  set  of  petitioners,  who 
solicited  relief  in  nfiatters  of  aubscription ; 
their  petition  met  with  that  reception  it, 
in  my  opinion,  richly  deserved;  this 
llouse,  11^  the  strongest  terms,  evinced  its 
abhorrence  of  the  measure ;  and  does  the 
^notion  proposed  by  the  hon.  p^entlemaa 
merit  a  better  fate  i  I^  it  not  virtually  in« 
eluded  in  the  petition  brought  in  last  year? 
For  I  do  contend.  Sir,  that,  under  what- 
ever appearance  it  may  be  piovedf  the 
•tendency  of  the  motion  is  the  same ;  it  is 

«  to  set  open  the  doors  of  the  church,  and 
to  admit  within  her  pale,  dissenters  of 
every  denomination ;  under  the  doak  of 
religious  toleration  it  is  to  wound  our  ec- 
clesiastical establishment,  to  overturp  her 
fences,  and  lay  her  bulwarks  in  ruins.  I, 
£;>r  my  part.  Sir,  am  heartily  against  tlie 
motion ;  and  therefore  shall  vote  for  your 
not  quitting  the  chair. 

Mr.  Weldore Ellis: 

It  is  ^Iwaya^  Sir,  ipy  wish  tQ  give 
i|a  little  trouble  as  possible  to  this  House ; 
vbat,  thereibve,  I  h^ve  to  say  shall  be 
i^nppri?ed  ip  few*  very  few  words*  I  am 
entirely  %gai]^s%  the  mofioi^  proposed  by 
the  h^  gentlemao,  and  have  many  rea- 
sons why  I  think  this  House  shoul4  not  at 
^\  interoiedd^  with  ^^^eiirs  of  the  kind. 
The  several  statutes  ee^ftrQied  b^  act  of 
^Uaoient  to  the  two  Universities,  are 
clear  and  explicit;  by  them  they  are  enw 
powered  to  laake  suelb  regulationa  (>r  tke 
g^verimien^  ef  tbeir  ov^becty^aatho^ 


in  their  wisdom,  aided  by  experieiice, 
shall  deem  fit.  Now,  ^  Sir,  tue  qu^ 
tion  seems  to  be,  whether  the  regols- 
tions  the  Universities  have  thought  pn^ 
per  to  make  are  such  as  have- a  teadencj 
to  a  national  good  or  a  nationsl  evil.'  I 
could  urge  Various  reasons  io  support  of 
the  former  part  of  ihe  question ;  but  not 
further  to  intrude  on  the  patience  of  the 
House,  I  shall  only  proceed  to  declsre, 
that,  in  my  opinion,  the  calling  on  the  le* 
gislative  power  to  controul,  by  a  lolean 
act  of  its  own,  the  folemn  acts  of  a  body 
so  venerable, 'so  important,  and  so  trolj 
consequential,  as  either  of  the  Univenh 
ties ;  I  say.  Sir,  the  calling  on  the  legiala^ 
tive  power  in  this  manner,  and  for  thii 
end,  is  a  mode  of  proceeding  highly  inju- 
dicioiis,  highly  imprudent,  and  so  aeserv* 
ing  of  censure,  that  I  shall  not  scmpk 
openly  to  profess  my  dislike  of  tbe  mes* 
sure,  \y  votings  Sir,  for  year  not  qoittisi 
the  chair* 

Mr.  DowtesweB: 

Sir;  since  we  aeem  to  be  enteriDf 
into  the  quintessence  of  the  debate,  i  may 
be  indulged  in  expresatng  my  coDoernthal 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  who  spoke  last 
should  have  sat  down  without  giving  us 
some  ef  those  various  reasons  he  tells  os 
he  could  urge  to  prove  that  the  Universi- 
ties, in  so  regulating  their  afikirs  is  |o  re- 
quire subscriptions  iVom  -children  to  the 
39  Articles^  have  acted  consistent  -witb 
the  national  good.  FVom  the  right  bos. 
gentleman's  knowledge  of  these  matters,  I 
expected  much  information;  from  (|>e 
strength  of  his  reasoning  powers,  some- 
thing like  argument  instead  of  peritife  u- 
sertion  in  support  6f  his  oypothesis. 
Sinccj^  however,  the  right  hon.  g^leasn 
has  tkot  thought  proper  to  gtai^fy  ^ 
wishes,  I  shall  beg  leaye  to^  take  up  tbe 
debate  upon  his  own  ground. 

Tbe  Subscription  reauired  from  lads  to 
tbe  99  Articles  ar  their  mauiculatioo  i^ 
accof  ding  to  tlie  ri|^ht  hon.  gentlemao,  **  b 
University  regulation  which  has  a  ten- 
dency to  promote  a  national  good.*'  This, 
Sir,  is  the  point  I  controvert — this  tbe  po- 
sition I  most  peremptorily  deny.  It  is 
true.  Sir,  I  may  be  said  to  speak  rsther 
partiaUy,  for  I  have  myself  a  aMS  st  Ox- 
ford, but  it  is  also  true,  that  the.  patsmsl 
feetings  would  ineline  lae  to  leaft  flo  ^ 
side  waoBt  favonraUe  to  hia  eo^oDSi  bat, 
Sir,  I  ask  what  private,  inucb  man  sa* 
tional  good,  can  accrue  from  a  7^^^[ 
suhsciibi&g  foraiiikne%  nm.  (m      "^'^ " 
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of  whidi  it  it  possible  for  faim  to  under- 
ataAd  ^  That  a  boy  tt  16  should  compre- 
hend the  nice  distinctioiMy  and  acholastic 
subtleties  contained  t^  the  Artides,  is  not 
to  be  expected ;  why,  therefore,  burden 
his  conscience?  Why  tie  hiiu  down  to 
profestionsi  tlie  very  meaning  of  which  he 
18  an  entire  stranger^to  ?  For  priests  much 
may  be  alleged ;  and  even  for  others  who 
take  degrees  plausible  reasons  might  be 
euggested;  but  none  of  these  are  appli* 
cable  to  youths  at  their  matriculation; 
and  nothing  like  a  shadow  of  a  reason 
being  to  be  urged  in  favour  of  the  prac- 
tice^  the  private  utility  ceases ;  the  na- 
tional one  falls  to  tlie  ground ;  the  judi- 
cioamess  of  the  hon.  gentleman's  motion 
remains  unrefoted ;  and  unless  it  be  con- 
tended that  this  House  has  not  a  compe- 
tent jurisdiction  of  these  matters,  there 
can,  in  my  opinion,  be  no  impropriety  In 
your  quitting  the  chair,  in  order  that  we 
may  proceed  to  a  ftir  and  candid  disctts- 
iionoftbemation« 

Mr.  Welbore  EUU : 

Unless  particularly  dlludled  to,  I 
should  noty  Sir,  rise  thus  a  second  time  to 
toiicit  the  patient  attention  of  the  House. 
It  was  firom  a  disinclination  to  trouble  it, 
that  I  contented  myself  with  intimating 
•nly  that  I  cotdd  oner  reasons  in  support 
if  my  opinion ;  I  am  now  called  upon, 
ud  must  publicly  declare  them. 

1  shall  consider,  Sir,  the  matter  of  de- 
inte  before  us  in  a  private  and  In  a  national 
point  of  view,  thus  endeavouring  to  ob- 
viate the  objections  rather  glanced  at  than 
irged  by  the  right  hon.  gentleman  who 
»poke  last. 

The  two  great  seminaries  of  learning, 
pxford  and  Cambridge,  were  institute 
or  the  instruction  of  yoiith  in  sound 
earning,  nod  the  promotion  of  th^  pa- 
ional  established  religion  of  the  country ; 
iow,  Sir,  as  religion  should  ever  go  band 
n  hand  with  learning,  the  youth  at  one  of 
he  Universities  ( Oxford}  are  Mught  to 
abscribe  certain  formularies,  as  the  right 
on.  gentleman  is  pleased  to  call  them^ 
ich  1  look  upon  aa,an  act  somewhat  equi- 
alent  to  that  which  goes  under  the  deno- 
mination of  confirmation.  *  With  respect 
9  the  objection  advanced  by  the  right 
on.  gentleimin,  that  a  youth  cannot  pes- 
bly  understand  what  he  subscribes? 
'POQ  my  w«rdy  1^,  it  carries  with  me  no 
ind  of  weiglit,  and  yet  I  allow  the  Utile 
)rce  it  has ;  1  allow  the  Impossibility  of  a 
outh's  inkknrstaQding  the  S9  Articles; 


and  I  allow  it  on  the  testimony  of  a  ' 
University  statute  which  ordains,  that 
**  tutors,  professorsy  and  others,  shall  in- 
struct the  pupils,  under  their  care  in  the 
rudiments  of  rdigioo,  and  iu  the  Sd  Arti** 
cles.''  Now,  if  after  subscribing  these 
ArtldeSi  they  are  to  be  instructed  in 
4hem,  the  statute  which  reouires  it  sufli*  ^ 
ciently  implies  the  sense  of  the  University 
on  this  head,  and  justifi^  me  in  sappes« 
ing,  that  subscribing  to  the  Artides  Is  M 
more  than  repeating  a  creed,  or  saying  a 
catechism,  which  youth  are  careiiiiiy 
tau|^ht  long  before  they  are  supposod  ftiom 
their  years  capable  of  understanding  ideai 
conveyed  by  the  terms  adopted  on  the  oo^ 
casion ;  and  yet.  Sir,  I  hope  no  gen^emati 
In  this  House  will  argue  against  the  ati- 
lity  of  teaching  youth  to  repeat  the  cro^ 
denda  of  their  religion,  though  those  ere* 
denda  be  confessedly  too  abstruse  fof 
their  comprehension. 

As  to  the  iubscription  required  to  the 
Articles  at  their  matriculation,  it  being  ae* 
cording  to  my  notion  of  the  thing,  n6 
more  Uian  a  bare  assent  to  the  presump^ 
tive  truth  of  such  and  such  credenda,  m 
which  Uiey  are  further  to  be  instructed,  it 
is  putting  them  in  the  state  of  the  anctens 
catechumens,  and  a  mean  adopted,  aa 
most  likely  to  obtain  the  end,  which  Is 
the  protnotion  of  private  religion ;  unless, 
therefore,  gentlemen  will  contend,  that  in 
a  Christian  country  it  is  absurd  to  make 
Christians  of  our  youth,  unless  they  wiH 
maintain,  tliat  it  is  imnmterial  t6  the  state 
what  religion  its  members  profess ;  the^  • 
must  aHow,  that  instructing  our  youth  in 
the  religious  principles  of  their  ce^atry, 
is  at  least  a  private  good,  and*  till  it  can 
be  shewn  that  the  subscripUoir  reouired  - 
to  the  Articles  is  a  measure  in  itself  dan<« 
gerous  and  Inexpedient)  until  il  can  be 
demonstrated  that  it  answers  not  the  end 
proposed^  and  Is  withal  a  burthen  to6 
grievous  to  be  borne  by  the  consciences 
of  our  youth ;  until  this  can  be  done,  we 
must,  we  ought  to  let  the  matter  real  en^ 
tirely  with  that  venerable  body,  which 
hath  hitherto  for  a^  acquitted  itself  tdi 
the  general  saftisftouon  of  thesUte^ 

But,  Sir,  I  go  ohe  step  further:  the  Uni.* 
versity  of  Oxford,  to  which  I  shall  confiaa 
myself,  hath  many  rich,  many  royal  fbun<» 
datlons;  a  tariety  6f  elemosynary  gifts 
have  been  ^conferred  upon  it  by  private 
persons.  Now,  Sir,^wliat  can  we  8upp<te  ^ 
to  have  been  the  intention  of  the  nu- 
merous benefactors  who  thui  enriched 
this  veneraMe  Alma  Matef  r  Wee  It  luH 
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'  to  enable  her  to  propagate  the  estabh'shed 
faith  ?  Was  it  not  to  make  her  the  fruitful 

Earent  of  a  national  religion  ?  And  can  it 
e  supposed,  agreeably  to  the  spirit  of 
these  benefactors,  that  she  should  adopt  a 
numerous  ofipring^  di^rinff  in  principle, 
in  sentiment,  and  opinion;  from  this  their 
pious  parent  ?  No,  Sir ;  such  was  *iiever 
the  intention  of  the  founders  of  the  dif- 
ferent colleges ;  their  design  was  to  make 

'  the  University  the  guardian  of  the  national 
faith ;  and  those  who  were  willing  to  par- 
ticipate of  her  benefits  were  required,  as 
A  proof  of  their  unanimity  of  sentiment, 
to  subscribe  sundry  articles,  and  acknow- 
lege  sundry  symbols,  in  token  of  such 
unanimity. 

.  I  shall,  perhaps,  Sir,  be  told,  that 
f*  many  of  the  youth,  from  whom  sub- 
scription is  required,  are  in  rank  and  for- 
tune too  exalted  to  stand  in  need  of  par- 
ticipating in  any  benefits  the  University 
has  to  bestow ;"  but,  Sir,  they  stand  in 
need  of  instruction,  else,  why  do  they  re- 
sort within  her  wails  ?  Why  else  frequent 
her  hallowed  cloysters?  To  fit  them  as 
members  of  this  or  another  senate ;  to  fit 
them  as  members  of  the  community  at 
large,  is  the  business  of  the  Universities ; 
and  how  they  can  be  too  carefully  in- 
structed in  the  religion  of  their  country, 
who  hereafter  are  to  pass  acts  for  its  pro- 
motion ;  how  they  can  be  too  strictly  tied 
down  to  the  establbhed  faith  and  worship, 
whose  civil  liberties  depend  so  miich  upon 
the  existence  of  our  ecclesiastical  system : 
how  this  can  be,  I,  Sir,  upon  my  word, 
am  at  a  loss  to  conceive. 
.  On  the  whole.  Sir,  I  think  it  appears 
both  for  the  good  of  individuals  as  well  as 
the  state,  that  some  distinguishing  tests 
should  be  adopted ;  and  since  the  Univer- 
sity of  Oxford  for  two  hundred  years 
hath  required  subscriptions ;  since  during 
that  period  she  hath  flourished  beyond 
compare,  and  hath  annually  sent  out  men 
into  the  world,   who  for    learning   and 

<  morals  are  an  honour  to  their  country; 
since  to  the  methods  adopted  by  this  Uni- 
versity, we  are  much  beholden  for  the 
mainteniance  of  the  established  religion; 
I,  Sir,  cannot  see  anv  good  end,  but  much 
mischief  that  would  attend  the  proposed 
altercation;  I  am  therefore  against  the 
interposition  of  the  legislature,  and  conse- 
quently, Sir,  your  leaving  the  chair. 

•  Mr,  Greif: 

I  so  much,   Sir,  differ  from  the 
Qght  hoQ.  gefitleman  who  spoke  last,  that 


the  very  argument  he  has  made  u«e  of  in 
defence  of  subscriptioD  la  the  very  argu- 
ment I  should  use  against  it.  He  talLs 
Sir,  of  the  **  necessity  of  tests/'  to  dis* 
tinguish  the  godl^,  I  suppose,  from  the 
wicked.  >Jow,  Sir,  what  do  theie  tests, 
these  subscriptions,  call  them  what  you 
please,  what  do  they  do?  Why,  Sir,  they 
exclude  from  the  benefits  of  university 
education  a  multitude  of  dissenters  of 
every  denomination.  I,  Sir,  abhor  soch 
contracted  notions;  ^I  am  for  throwiDg 
wide  the  gates^  and  letting  who  will  come 
in ;  as  to  dissenters,  they  are  Protestantx, 
they  are  Christians ;  why,  therefore,  should 
their  sons  be  excluded  from  our  sem'mi- 
ries  ?  And  even  with  respect  to  the  Romio 
Catholic  youth,  by  going  to  our  imiTeni- 
ties,  and  mixing  with  our  young  men,  their 
prejudices  might  be  softened,  might  weir 
off,  and  at  length,^  if  we  breathed  the 
Christian  spirit  of  toleration,  distinctioos 
might  be  at  an  end.  For  as  to  speculative 
matters,  they  are,  in  my  opbum,  by  do 
means  material ;  every  man  knows  vhit 
is  honest  and  dishonest,  what  is  base  or 
praise- worthy,  what  is  noble  <or  mean;  in 
this  we  are  all  agreed ;  and  is  not  thi5, 
Sir,  sufficient  four  the  purposes  of  life^ 
But  what  are  these  articles  which  our 
youth  are  forced  to  subscribe  ?  The  (^ 
spring  of  monkish  enthusiasm,  begot  by  ig- 
norance upon  superstition ;  they  are  a 
jumble  of  contradictions  that  pass  the  iioe 
of  every  man's  understanding  not.bevil* 
dered  in  the  regions  of  metaphysics. 
Away,  therefore,  with  such  fanatid 
stuff;  can  children  understand  them?  No^ 
grown  men  who  have,  plunged  into  the 
controversies  of  those  ignorant  ages  when 
they  were  framed  are  altogether  at  a  loss- 
We  now,  Sir,  live  in  more  enlightened 
times ;  formerly  nothing  but  priests  dvelt 
in  the  colleges ;  all  their  institutiooa  shev 
that  they  were  founded  for  the  training  of 
such  men  only ;  their  chancellors  were 
churchmen.  Tlie  case  is  now  widelj  dit- 
ferent :  they  are  become  places  eDUusted 
with  the  care  and  education  of  our  youth, 
a  matter  of  great  importance  to  the  state; 
tlieir  chancellors  have  lately  been  officen 
in  civil  departments ;  I  honour  the  choice 
they  have  lately  made ;  not  that  I  suppo^.^^ 
the  chancellors  of  either  of  the  Universi- 
ties at  all  conversant  m  matters  of  reli* 
gion  [a  loud  laugh  throuffh  the  House;] 
but,  Sir,  they  are  wor^y  men,  and  i 
should  hope,  that  one  of  them,  now  before 
me,  will  recommend  an  abolitioo  of^ 
scription  to  the  Univeraity  over  which  M 
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struck  me.  At  the  age  of  tirelve,  jouth,* 
when  matriculated,  are  required  to  sub--^ 
scribe,  *  Arttcull  fidei  duntaxat/  but  at 


presides.  If  Oxford  wishes  to  be  consi* 
dered  worthy  the  care  of  our  youth,  let 
her  relax  from  her  discipline ;  let  her  not 
obstinately  persist ;  if  she  does.  Sir,  let  us 
shew  ourselves  friends  to  religious  liberty, 
and'compel  her  to  lay  aside  those  barriers 
which  exclude  such  numbers  of  our  youth 
from  the  benefit  of  that^  instruction,  they 
as  subjects  of  England  have  a  right  un- 
doubted to  partake  of. 

Mr.  Corntoall  r 

There  must.  Sir,  be  something  exr 
tremely  singular  in  the  formation  of  the 
human  mind,  that  arguments  which  strike 
some  so  forcibly  bhould  produce  a  ouite 
contrary  effect  upon  otliers.  The  Hon. 
gentleman  who  spoke  last  has  furnished 
me  with  a  stronger  argument  than  any  I 
could  have  produced  against  his. opinion; 
He  says,  Sir,  that  "  the  subscriptions  re- 
quired, operate  as  barriers  to  the  exclusion 
of  dissenters.''  Pray,  Sir,  is  not  this  an- 
swering the  very  end  for  which  they  were 
instituted?  W^as  it  not  to  exclude  those 
whose  opinioas  were  not  conformable  to 
the  established  religion  ?  So  that,  accord- 
u)g  to  the  honoursSble  gentleman,  we  are, 
vith  a  high  hand,  to  interpose  our  legis- 
lative authority  to  remove  subscriptions, 
because  subscriptions  answer  the  end  for 
which  they  were  introduced  i  Truly,  Sir, 
this  is  a  pretty  kmd  of  reformation !-  As 
to  the  Roman  Catholic  youth  intermixing 
with  the  Protestant  in  hopes  of  conver- 
sion, it  appears  to  me  a  singular  scheme. 
Suppose  the  conversion  should  be  effected 
on  the  Protestant  instead  of  the  Catholic 
youth,  or  at  least  suppose  their  prejudices 
against  Popery  should  be  converted  into 
^  bias  in  its  favour  I  Youth  would  then 
come  into  this  House  prejudiced  in  favour 
of  that  religion  which  has  ever  proved  de- 
structive to  the  liberties  of  their  country  1 
A  blessed  scheme  of  reformation  !  1  am 
for  toleration.  Sir,  but  not  of  this  kind,  on 
^hich  account  I  shall  strenuously^  pppose 
jour  leaving  the  chair. 

Mr.  Charles  Fox  : 

I  rejoice,  Sir,  to  find  that  we  are  at 
last  got  into  a  debate  from  which  I  was 
afraid  we  were  altogetlier^  departing.  As 
tile  matter  has  been  managed,  the  question 
hcfore  this  House  is  simply.  Whether  it  be 
^t  all  expedient  for  the  legislative  power 
to  interpose  in  an  affiur  of  Siis  kind  ? 

I  was  exceedingly  young.  Sir,  when  I 
^ant  to  the  university;  not  however  so 
youog  but  that  Uie  matter  of  subscription 


sixteen,  they  are  to  subsicribe  the  oaths  of 
allegiance  and  supremacy  :  now.  Sir,  whe- 
ther it  be  supposed  that  Uieir  political  is  of 
more  importance  than  their  religious  creed, 
I  will  not  take  upon  me  to  determine^  bui 
it  should  seem  that  the  institution  sup- 
poses them  not  capable  of  understanding 
the  sublime  mysteries  of  politics  until  six- 
teen, though  at  twelve  it  is  apprehended 
they  can  both  understand,  relish,  and 
swallow  down  the  sublimer  mysfteries  oft* 
religion !  As  to  the  distinction  which  has 
been  laid  down  by  a  right  hon.  gentle- 
man who  spoke  some  time  since  (Mr. 
Welbore  Euis)  that  '*  it  is  only  subscrib- 
ing to  what  they  are  hereerfter  to  be  in-, 
structed  in,  and  means  no  more  than  a  re^^ 
petition. of  a  creed,*'  Sir,  this  subscriptioii 
as  well  as  repetition  is  a  solemn  thing ;  it 
is  a  serious  attestation  of  the  truth  ofpro^ 
positions,  not  a  syllable  of  which,  accord^  ^ 
mg  to  the  right  hon.  gentleman's  owik 
confession,  the  youth  who  subscribes  caa 
understand.  Why,  therefore,  attest  the 
truth  of  what  he  is  ignorant  ?  Is.  not  this 
to  teach  our  youth  to  prevaricate,  and  will 
not  a  habit  of  prevarication  lead  to  the  de- 
struction of  all  theprompt  ingenuous  frank- 
ness, which  ought  to  be  the  glory  and  the 
pride  of  youth  ? 

This  House,  Sir,  is  accustomed  to  ac^ 
cept  of  the  simple  affirmation  of  witnesses; 
and  is  it  not  a  dangerous  d&ctrine  to  teach, 
th^t  because  an  oath  is  not  administered, 
a  person  may  solemnly  bear  attestation 
to  the  truth  of  what,  being  entirely  igno- 
rant of,  m^y^  for  au^ht  he  can  tell,  be  en- 
tirely false  ?  I  rehsh  no  auciv  doctrine. 
Sir,  I  think  it  has  a  dangerous  tendency ; 
and  I  should  therefore  wish  that  the  chair 
might  be  quitted,  lin  order  that  we  may 
discuss  the  yast  importance  which  can  re- 
dound to  the  state,  as  well  as  the  infinite 
benefit  which  accrues  to  individuals,  from, 
their  being  trained  most  solemnly  to  attest 
and  subscribe  to  the  truth  of  a  string. of 
propositions,  all  of  which  they  are  ais  en- 
tirely ignorant  of  as  they  are  of  the  face 
of  the  country  said  to  be  m  the  moon ! 

Mr.  Fuller  :   ^     , 

I  pretend  not,  for  ray  part,  to  be 
conversant  in  these  matters ;  but  I  think, 
Sir,  the  question  exceediAgly  short  The 
competency  of  the  House  to  take  cogni'^ 
zance  of  the  afiair  is,  I  presume,  on  all 
hands  agreed :  those^  therefore,  who  th^ol^ 
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Mr.  Charles  Jenkinson : 

A  cursory  view.  Sir,  of  the  ttmtt 
would  convince  anj  man  of  the  hoa.  geo- 
Ueoian^s  mistake  who  spoke  last,  in  ac- 
cusing Laud  as  the  principal  promoter  of 
that  accursed  farrago^  as  the  hoo.  gentle- 
map  was  pleased  to  term  it.  [  Here  be  re* 
ferred  to  an  ad  passed  ki  the  reign  of 
Edward  6,  aiad  also  <  quoted  seYeral  parti- 
culars relative  to  prof(^sor  Cheke,  oueea 
Elizabeth,  and  Jamefi'the  first.]  rrom 
the  pfMages,  Sir,  here  alluded  to,  it  is  ma- 
nifesty  that  what  the  hon.  gentleman  has 
attributed  to  Laud,  is  the  work  of  other 
hairfs.  But  granting  it  to  be,  Sir,  u  the 
lion,  gentleman  says,  yet  candoar  must 
aHow  that  Laud,  with  all  his  fiiults,  was  a 
very  great  man. 

With  respect.  Sir,  to  the  matter  of  sub- 
scription, I  prbfess  myself  an  advocate  for 
the  measure— 'a  ccmvert  to  its  utility.  I 
know,  Sir,  with  men  of  lively  parts  and  a 
brilliancy  of  genius,  there  ii  nothing  fo 
easy  as  to  place  an  object  in  such  a  light, 
ae  that  the  by-standers  cannot  refrain  from 
beholding  it  with  ridicule:  I  know, Sir, 
that  tfie  hackneyed  term  superstition  n»j 
be  called  in  with  great  dexterity,  as  a  bug- 
bear to  ^arm  weak  minds,  by  suggesting 
groundless  terrors :  but  surely.  Sir,  this 
earmot  be  called  a  superatitious  age ;  it  is 
rather  ap  aige  of  scepticism ;  under  the 
notion  of  ndiigious  liberty,'  the  solemn 
truths  of  religion  itself  are  treated  with 
contempt,  and  sceptical  infidelity  aboao<L'« 

Some  men.  Sir,  are  for  laying  our  youth 
under  bo  restraint:  otikers  go  fiirther; 
they  argue  for  the  natural  excellence  of 
the  passions ;  and  urge,  that*  they  shoaM 
be  lefl;  to  indulge  themrat  wiU.  But,  Sir, 
if  ihe  passions  are  early  felt,  sad  experi- 
ence proves,  that  reason  is  a  guest  which 
takes  not  up  her  residence  in  oor  bressti 
till  fr  late,  .ft  rery  late  period  of  life.  One 
mran,'  who  calls  himself  a  philosopher,  htf 
contended  that  man,  as  he  comes  into  die 
world,  should  be  \eh  entirely  to  hinnelf; 
at  random  to  receii^e  each  impression  from 
without,  at  random  to  follow  each  sug- 
gestion from  within.  I  do  confess,  Sir,  i 
raould  have  a  great  curiosity  to  try  the  ex- 
periment ;  but  certain  I  am,  a  pc«p" 
trained  in  such  a  manner  would  be  a  mai 
^uite  unfit  to  live  in  society.  This,  Shv 
is  the  mode  of  education  contended  for  oj 
Rousseau,  whom  1  always  looked  upon  tf 
an  ingenious  madman. 

With  respect,  therefbre.  Sir,  to  an  «- 
emption  from  human  tiesi  in  mat^n  »f^ 


that  all  is  right  with  respect  to  the  Arti- 
cles, will  be  for  your  not  quitting  the 
chair;  those,  on  the  other  hand,  who  may 
think  some  thmgs  wrong,  will  be  for  your 
leaving  the  chair*  in  order  that  the  errors 
nay  be  enquired  into  and  amended. 

A  Memoer.  I  confess  myself.  Sir,  ex- 
«aedinglv  sorry  that  the  hon.  gentleman 
who  made  this  motion  did  not  last  year 
imove  the  House  on  the  occasion.  From 
the  complexion  of  the  House  at  that  time, 
H  is  more  than  probable  success  might 
have  crowned  his  wel^  meant  endeavours. 
I^wever,  Sir,  as  I  entirely  concur  with 
him  in  opinion,  I  shall  speak  in  defence  of 
a  measure  I  so  ardently  wish  may  be 
adopted.^— Sir,  the  inclination  of  this 
House  was  known  during  the  last  session ; 
hints  were  dropped  sufficient  to  alarm  the 
two  universilies :  yet  how.  Sir,  did  they 
act  upon  the  occasion  ?  Oxford,  grown 
old  in  errors,  persisted  with  an  obstinacy 
floarcely  to  be  paralleled:  she  would  do 
BothiBg.  Cambridge,  indeed,  to  save  ap- 
pefMPaaoes^  did — what  ?  Why,  as  good  as 
Mthmg.  We  are  still,  Sir,'to  be  shackled 
aa  the  same  manner  as  in  the  superstitious 
days  of  monkish  darkness.  The  alKcheer- 
iag  sun  of  reformation  hath  indeed  arisen  ; 
but  we  prevent  its  reflecting  rays  from  en- 
K^ienmg  ouv  minds  in  the  manner  to  be 
wished.  The  tyranny  of  a  Laud  h  plead- 
ed for;  his  accursed  farrago  is  to  be 
drammed  down  the  threats  of  our  youth ; 
and  is  it  not  enough  that  w^  have  shaken 
off  the  Roman  yoke,  but  our  necks  are 
alitt  to  be  bwrthened  with  the  Cahriniatic 
mttU$tone,  invented  by  » despicable  ecde<- 
siMCic  ?  Men  aeem^  Sir,  to  hwe  an  aver- 
simi  fo  e^revy  kind  of  reformation,  until 
the  e^lo  ceaaplained  of  are  past  enduring. 
ROMiw  tyranmoed  for  agea  uncontrouled : 
ahe  tefded  il  over  other  roeii'^  consciences 
wills  impttoily;  she  fomented  discords, 
pvonfoted  assaasinaiiona;-  but  till,  itttoxr- 
cated  with  success,  she  proceeded^  tor 
deliiroBe  poteatatea,  till*  she  wrested  the 
awovd  out  of  the  haada  of-iihtr  civil  magis- 
trate^ «he  waa  not  resisted ;  then,  Sir,  men 
^t,  and  redressed  their  wronge;  m^shidl 
Ad  we  feel,  and  redress  the  remnants  of 
her  supevstition?  Forbid  it,  toleration! 
forbid  it,  religious  liberty  L  No^  SuTf  we 
will  still  oersevere,  certain  that  in  the  end, 
ttuth-  will  prevail;  common  sense  will 
triumph  over«  mysticism,  reaaon  over  su- 
pevatition,  and  a  rational  system  offkith 
and  maonera  over  the  musty  rdica  of 
monkish  spirttualily.  I  tiierefore,  ^ir,.am 
Iht'yoar  insteiitly  cpiittiDf  the  chair. 
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ligioo,  1  am  against  it.  ^  muoh  depends 
upon  the  right  education  of  youth,  that 
every  innovation  on  an  established  mode, 
which  ioT  ages  has  been  found  lo  answer 
the  end,  should  be  avoided.  That  the 
present  mode^adopted  at  our  universities^ 
lias  answered  the  end,  the  past  and  present 
experience  may  determine.  Whence  the 
man,  who  explored  the  unfrequented  paths 
of  science,  unlocked  the  secret  stores  of 
knowledge,  and  laid  ooen  the  hidden  trea- 
sures of  learning  and  ot  wisdom?  Whence, 
Sir,  Bacon?  From  an  university.  Whence, 
Sir,  he  who,  by  the  surest  geometric 
proofs,  sought  out^t^e  laws  of  matter  and 
of  motion?  Whence  Newton  ?  From  an 
university.  On  the  other  hand,  whence 
all  that  scepticism,  that  froth  of  words, 
that  puerile  stuff,  so  much  the  taste  of  the 
present  times?  I  will  answer  you,  Sir: 
not  from  an  university;  but  from  your 
Humes,  your  Bolingbrokes,  jrour  Rous- 
leaus,  and  others  of  this  despicable  tribe. 
Smce  then.  Sir,  the  custom  of  our  uni- 
versities, for  ages,  has  answered  ever^  end 
the  state  couJd  require  in  the  education  of 
its  youth,  I  am  not  for  substituting  another 
mode ;  I  am  not  for  making  an  innovation 
upon  thefr  ea-tablishment. 

Nor  is  it.  Sir,  an  establishment  peculiar 
to  English  universities ;  all  foreign  ones 
have  their  tests.  At  the  university  of 
Paris  I  know  a  test  is  established,  and  the 
members  are  required  to  testify  their  strict 
adherence  to  such  doctrines  as  charac- 
terise the  religion  of  the  country.  By  the 
edict  of  Nantz,  also,  provision  is  made, 
that  Protestants,  the  dissenters  of  that 
country,  shall  nevertheless  declare  their 
assent  to  a  certain  form  prescribed.  What, 
therefore,  has  been  so  universally  adopted, 
I  should  suppose  was  adopted  because  it 
was  found  to  be  of  national  utility ;  and  I 
shall  not.  Sir,  give  my  voice  for  England 
to  be  exempt  from  what  has  been  found  by 
foreigners  necessary  for.  the  maintenance 
of  the  religion  of  the  country  :  by  conse- 
quence, I  strenuously  oppose'  the  motion 
for  your  quitting  the  chair. 

Mr.  F.  Montagu  : 

A  gentleman  some  time  since  con- 
gratulated a  noble  lord  opposite  (lord 
North)  on  his  election  to  the  chancellor- 
ship of  an  university,  and  seemed  to  inti- 
mate, that  his  lordship  might  use  his 
weight  with  the  university  in  behalf  of  that 
side  the  gentleman  espoused*  I  am  afraid 
the  noble  lord  has  too  much  weight  with 
somebodies,  and  too  litUe  with  others; 
IV0I4.XVU.] 


however,  his  lordship  has,  I  am  informed, 
given  his  opinion  on  the  subject.  As  to 
the  education  of  youth,  it  cannot  be 
deemed  more  important  than  I  think  it  { 
but,  with  respect  to  requiring  subscription 
from  all  indiscriminately,  I  confess,  I 
think  it  absurd;  for  the  ^ery  knowledge 
of  those  articles  our  youth  subscribe  would 
be  of  no  manner  of  advantage  in  civil  life. 
I  know  a  noble  vouth  (the  young  marquis 
of  Granby),  who  has  all  the  goodness  of 
his  much-lamented  father's  lieart,  is  pos- 
sessed of  infinite  genius,  and,  as  a  classic, 
few,  I  believe,  surpass  him;  yet,  with 
respect  to  the  Articles,  I  do  not  Know  that 
ever  he  professed  himself  a  supra  or  a  sub 
lapsarian  ;  and,  though  a  tolerable  Gre- 
cian, he  may  yet  not  know  whether  the  so- 
much-contested  Greek  word  should  bfe 
Oiiwtat  or  OyMWta.  The  knowledge  of 
these  matters  is  unnecessary,  and  there- 
fore no  attestation  of  Uieir  truth  or  false- 
hood is  required. 

Mr.  Thomas  T&amshend  : 

It  is  so  seldom  I  differ  from  the 
hon.  gentleman  who  spoke  last,  that  I  am 
sure  it  would  give  me' infinite  concern,  did 
I  not  think  that  the  difference  so  observa- 
ble ataong  particular  friends,  during  the 
course  of  this  debate,  evinced  that  it  was 
carried  on  with  the  greatest  freedom  and 
impartiality.  I  do  not.  Sir,  rise  warmly 
to  espouse  either  side  of  the  question.  I 
am  rather  neuter ;  a  situation  in  which  I 
am  not  accustomed  oflen  to  stand.  I 
think  the  hon.  gentleman's  motion  reaches 
too  far,  and  yet  I  think  it  ought  not  to  be 
entirely  opposed.  I  am  not  displeased 
with  the  hon.  gentleman  who  sits  below 
me  (sir  Roger  Newdigate) ;  nor  should  I 
censure  any  gentleman  who  now  does,  or 
proposes  hereafter  to  represent  the  uni- 
versity of  Oxford,  for  warmly  opposing 
the  motion  :  but,  I  flatter  myself,  tnat,  if 
the  university  should  hereafter  in  its  wis- 
dom think  fit  to  desist  from  requiring  sub- 
scription, the  hon.  gentleman  who  so  strc^ 
nuously  argues  against  the  measure  may 
then  be  induced  to  change  his  opinion, 
and  be  the  first  to  extol  the  reformation 
made  by  the  university.  As  to  the  Hunaes, 
the  Bolingbrokes,  and  the  Rousseaus,  I 
verily  think  them,  Sir,  the  worst  pests  to 
society ;  but  do  not  let  us  go  Into  the  op- 
posite extreme;  let  something  be  done; 
and  if  we  cannot  comply  with  all,  let  us 
shew  a  willij&gness  to  comply  with  such 
part  as  cannot  injure  the  cause  of  truth, 
of  religion,  of  vktue. 
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dearly  of  opinidD  thtt  tfdl  li  kek  tM 
proper  tune. 

8k  Richard  SuHmi  I 


Sir  WiUiamDMens 


Sir ;  upon  a  subject  of  this  kind  it 
is  possible,  tlmt  a  person  so  obscure  as 
thyself  may  throw  some  light.  The  ques- 
tion before  us  seems  to  be,  whether  it  l6 
at  all  exD^ent  for  this  iEIouse  to  inter- 
fere in  tne  matter  of  subscription,  and.  If 
expedient,  whether  this  be  the  time  it 
should  interfere  ?  For  my  part^  Sir,  1  can- 
not divest  myself  of  the  idea,  that  the 
motion  the  hon.  gentleman  has  this  day 
inade,  is,  somehow  or  other,  connected 
With  or  involved  in  the  motion  which  was 
'made  last  year.  The  petitioners,  seeing 
It  impossible  to  gain  their  point  in  a  direct 
inanner,  have  endeavoured  obliquely  to 
obtain  the  prayer  of  the  Petition.  Begin- 
ning with  the  youth  of  the  universities 
they  thought  would  be  a  step  towards 
ending  with  themselves.  The  stratagem 
was  artful,  but  not  too  artful  to  be  seen 
through ;  and  as,  Sir,  I  believe  this  to  be 
the  case,  I  do  hot  think  it  -expedient  for 
this  House  to  interfere  at  all. 

But,  Sir,  at  any  rate,  this  cannot  be  the 
time,  if  we  consider  Uie  state  of  religion 
[amongst  us.  Such  is  the  degeneracy  of 
the  age,  that,  if  we  give  way  in  one  in- 
stance, we  shall  be  pestered  with  petitions 
to  grant  many  unwarrantable  things.  Has 
not  this  been  the  case.  Sir,  dready  ?  First 
eome  the  dissenters :  next  comes  an  alle- 
gation, that  the  degrees  of  consanguinity 
prohibiting  from  intermarryine  with  each 
other  should  be  abolished,  and  that  leave 
should  be  given  for  a  man  to  marry  his 
l^randmother.  Dr.  Kennicott  of  Oxford 
.tells  the  public,  that  we  have  a  spurious 
Bible,  to  which  no  credit  should  be  given ; 
he  has  therefore  received  10,0(XM.  for  col- 
lecting manuscripts,  and  will  not,  I  sup- 
pose, have  finished  before  he  receives  ano- 
ther 10,000^  Mr.  Foote,  the  comedian, 
had  the  shameless  effrontery  from  his 
theati-e  to  tell  us,  that  the  Ten  Command- 
ments might  be  divided  into  two  parts,  and 
that  he  would  make  a  comedy  of  each  part. 
Now,  Sir,  when  such  licentiousness,  such 
sacrilegious  assertions,  are  daily  propa- 
gated, I  think,  instead  of  relaaag,  we 
should  keep  a  stricter  hand.  Besides,  Sir, 
if  the  subscription  at  matriculation  were 
such  a  grievance  as  is  pretended,  why  do 
foreigners  flock  in  such  multitudes  to  Ox- 
ford in  preference  to  Cambridge  ?  I  know 
many  there  at  present  who  think  the  com- 

?laint  frivolous.    In  short,  Sir,  I  wish  the 
louse  not  on  any  account  to  interfere  ; 
and  if  it  does  determine  to  interfere,  I  am 


Mr.  Spisaker,  m  answer  to  wfakt  aill 
hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Jenkinson^  said  some 
time  since  concerning  the  foreign  wdver- 
sities,  I,  Sir,  was  at  both  Leipsic  and 
Gotdngen;  and  1  can  lu»ui«  him  that  at 
neither  of  those  places  does  the  custom  of 
subscribing  prefvaiL  At  Oxford^  indeed^ 
when  I  took  my  teaster^a  degiiee,  I  wrote 
mv  name  in  a  book,  aod  was  feAerwarda 
told  I  had  subscribed  some  articles  which 
I  had  never  seen.  At^the  Gertoan  onlver- 
slties  we  had  students  of  all  persuasions; 
Catholics,  Protestants,  and  tho^  of  no  re- 
ligion at  aU.  We  had,  I  renoreteber,  A 
j|routh  bdm  of  heatheti  parents,  educated 
m  a  Christian  cotmtry,  metdy,  I  suppose 
to  preserve  the  breed. 

Mr.  P^ge  9 

I  really.  Sir,  do  not  see  #hv  thfe 
House  .should  be  longer  troubled  widi  a 
motion,  founded  on  a  scrap  of  a  psmsphlei 
written  by  a  person  we  know  tiodiing  of. 
This  same  Dr.  Tixdket  might  be  Answered 
by  Dr.  Tottie, 

Lord  Nofth  : 

I  am  not  certain,  ^ir,  whether  I 
shoold  have  taken  any  part  in  this  debate^, 
had  it  not  been  for  an  expi^ssion  let  fidi 
by  an  hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Montagu) 
wnom  I  am  proud  to  rank  atnoogst  iht 
number  of  my  friends.  Thehon.^nUeman, 
Sir,  is  pleased  to  talk  of  the  weight  I  may 
have  with  some  bodies ;  he  is  al»>  pleased 
to  intimate,  that  I  have  given  an  opinion 
on  the  subject.  Honoured  as  I  am.  Sir, 
far  beyond  my  deserts ;  disdnguidied  in  a 
manner  to  which  my  feeble  dbilities  could 
lajr  no  claim ;  I  can  only  say.  Sir,  that  my 
opinion  was  not  officiously  obtruded ;  i 
gave  it,  when  asked,  as  became  an  honest 
man ;  I  gave  it  with  all  de^renceto  those 
who  asked  it. 

The  questioh  before  us,  &ir,  lias  been 
this  day  much  agitated.  As  a  private  in- 
dividual, as  a  member  of  parliament  only, 
I  shall  offer  the  objections  I  have  to  make 
to  the  motion  proposed.  Sir,  we  have 
heard  a  great  deal  about  attestations  and 
solemn  subscriptions.  The  friends  of  the 
motion  have,  witli  singular  adroitness,  en- 
deavoured to  put  subscriptions  to  the  Ar- 
ticles on  almost  the  same  footing  with 
oaths.  Now,  Sir,  it  so  happens,  that  the 
gentlemen  who  have  spoken  in  behalf  of 
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the  questipp^  are  ignorant  of,  or  wilfullj 
misrepresent,  t^ijc  matter  of  fact ;  for.  Sir, 
the  suWription  required  of  youth  at  their 
matriculation  implies  nothing  about  their 
assent  to  the  39  Articles ;  they  hardy  sub- 
•cribe  their  names  in  token  of  their  being 
members  of  a  church  which  maintains  such 
and  such  dpctrinea.  When  they  take,  Sir, 
a  degree,  the  form  runs  thus:  *  I  do  pro- 
fess to  believe,  thiit  the  ^J^icles,  &c.  con- 
tain nothing  but  wh^t  is  agreeable  to  the 
word  of  God.'  Now  this,  Sir,  is  very 
different  frpm  a  simple  subscription  of 
their  name,  which,  in  the  sense  the  Uni- 
versity receives  i^  is  far  from  meanine 
that  the  subscriber  thereby  declares  his 
assent  to  ever^  proposition  contained  in 
each  Article. 

But,  Sir,  were  there  any  grievance  in 
the  case,  who  are  the  parties  that  com- 
plain? Not  the  members  of  the  university; 
not  the  young  men  whose  cause  is  pleaded 
with  such  persuasive  eloquence.  Who, 
then,  are  they  ?  It  is  easy  to  guess,  Sir, 
whence  this  moition  originates;  it  is  no 
difficult  matter  to  conjecture  the  restl^s 
fijpirits  who  ar.e  at  the  bottom  of  it.  But, 
Sir,  shall  we  be  prevailed  upon  to  grant 
now  what  we  wisely  resisted  in  its  first 
stage?  ^hall  we  permit  in  one  form  what 
we  chose  to  reject  in  another  ?  I  should 
hope  not;  I  should  hope  we  are  better 
friends  to  that  religious  discipline  and  e6- 
tablisliment  which  have  stooa  the  test  of 
ages. 

We  are  told,  Sir,  of  reformation.  The 
reforming  notions  of  thi^  age  are  dan- 
gerous in  their  tendency ;  something  more 
than  reformation  is  intended ;  something 
that  deserves  ai^  harsher  appellation ;  and 
to  which  if  we  give  way,  adieu  to  religion, 
adieu  to  every  thine  dear  t^  us  as  men 
and  as  Christians  I  On  the  whole,  Sir,  I 
am  against  the  motion,  because  subscrin- 
tion  enjoins  ao  hardship  on  the  parties 
who  supscriliie ;  because  they  do  not  com- 
plain of  it  a^  f|n  hardship ;  because  the 
sense  in  which  they  subscribe  by  no  means 
inaplies  their  assent  to  the  propositions ; 
ana  because  die  times  are  sudi,  that  re- 
lajLatiop  in  matters  o^this  kind,  instead  of 
reforming,  would  increase,  that  dissolute- 
neas  of  rdigioy#  pr^iciple  which  so  much 
prevails,  and  is  the  char^teristic  of  this 
sceptic^  a^e. 

Sir  W.MerMlitk: 

I  find,  Sir^  thft  there  are  honest 
men,  whose  consciences  ca^  dexterously 
iMt^ffV^  b^tTf^j^  ii^b!9cnt)iD|;  a^d  ver* 


bally  assenting  to  the  truth  of  a  thing.  I 
envy  not  the  gentlemen  their  talents;  I 
have,  thank  God,  through  life  been  unac- 
customed to  all  such  subtleties.  An  inge- 
nuous mmcl  scorns  pitiful  evasions ;  it  has 
no  qeed  of  salvos,  and  detests  them.  I 
should  have  thought  a  youth,  by  sub- 
scribing, declared  nis  unfeigned  assent  to 
the  contents  of  the  propositions  he  sub- 
scribed. I  was  mistaken,  Sir;  ministeia 
explain  it  otherwise;  he,  it  seems,  only 
thereby  subscribes  himself  a  member  of 
the  escabiished  church !  I  thank  the  noble 
lord  for  hi^  distinction ;  it  may  be  of  ser- 
vice to  the  cause  of  casuistry. 

As  to  the  petition  last  year  moved  for, 
the  petitioners  pleaded,  as  well  as  some' 
other  ffentlemen  over  the  way,  in  behalf 
not  on^  of  themselves,  but  of  those  who 
mig^t  l)ave  children ;  and,  for  the  sake  or 
our  infaot  posterity,  they  were  anxious  to 
have  what  the  noble  lord  thinks  no  griev* 
ance,  but  what  I  call  ^n  oppressive  one, 
rectified. 

The  noble  lord  is  pleased  to  say,  that 
tl^e  youth  make  no  complaints.  To  whom 
are  they  to  apply  for  relief?  Are  they  to 
present  ^emsefves  at  tlie  bar  of  this 
House  ?  Their  superiors  have  refujsed  to 
abate  one  tjttle  or  their  severe  efcaction : 
who,  then,  but  some  membei',  a  stranger 
to  the  jargon  of  the  schools,  can  talce  up 
their  cause  ?  Such  an  one  has  made  this 
motion ;  and,  content  to  be  the  servant  of 
^ese  little  ones,  he  has  solicited  the  inter- 
position of  that  power  which  alone  can 
save  them  from  the  oppressive  hand  o^ 
spiritual  tyranny. 

As  to  what  an  hon.  gentleman  let  fall 
concerning  Dr.  Tottie,  surely,  the  hon. 
gentleman  Has  not  perused  Oie  doctor's 
performance ;  ^ut,  lest  the  House  should 
depi^rt  with  a  wrong  impression  of  that 
reverend  archdeacon,  I  will  inform  you, 
Sir,  that,  in  a  charge  to  his  clergy,  de« 
signed  as  a  defence  of  the  Articles,  there 
is  the  following  passage ;  **  taken  in  a 
Hteral  sense,  the  39  Articles  are  horror 
and  blasphemy." 

The  queiKtion   being  put,  That  Mr« 

Speaker  4o   now  leave  the  chair ;   thf 

House  db/'idfid.    Th^  Noes  went  forth. 

.    Teflere. 

v-A«  fMr.Oharlep  JaraesFoxl    g^ 

^.^^^1%  Frederic  Montagu  J  ^ 

Noes  f  ^''  ^^f  N«^^<^»«^^  \  Ifio 
^^^^  ISit  ymm  Oolben     J  ?*^     . 

So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 
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Jbr  the  Relief  of'  Protestant  Dissenters,"^ 
Feb.  17.  Sir  Henry  Hoghton.  I  rise, 
Sir,  to  speak  to  a  Bill,  wnich  I  propose, 
by  the  leave  of  the  House,  to  bring  in :  it 
is  a  Bill  for  th^  relief  of  Protestant  Dis- 
senting Clergymen,  Schoolmasters,  and 
others,  in  the  affair  of  Subscription.  There 
are,  Sir,  several  amendments  in  this  Bill 
which  occasion  it  to  differ  essentially  from 
that  moved  for  some  time  sipce ;  but  be- 
fore I  request  leave  to  bring  it  in,  I  should 
deem  it  a  favour,  if  any  hon.  gentleman 
^present  would  inform  me,  whether  he  in- 
tends to  oppose  it,  in  order  that,  apprized 
of  such  opposition,  I  may  be  prepared  to 
obviate  the  objections  made. 

Mr.  Page.  Agreeably  to  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman's request,  I  rise.  Sir,  to  announce 
my  intended  opposition  to  the  Bill  in 
question.  But  as  the  hon.  gentleman  is 
pleased  to  tell  us,  that  it  contains  several 
amendments  which  render  it  materially 
different  from  a  former  one,  it  would  be 
absurd  in  me  to  oppose  those  amendments 
without  knowing  what  they  really  are.  It 
is  true.  Sir,  I  tfamk  myself  able  to  guess  at 
them,  and  am  of  opinion  Uiat  when  they, 
as  well  as  the  Bill  itself^  come  under  the 
consideration  of  this  House,  I  shall  find  no 
reason  to  change  my  sentiments;  I  be- 
lieve I  shall  be  as  strenuous  in  my  opposi- 
tion then  as  I  was  last  year,  when  a  similar 
matter  came  before  us.  However,  Sir, 
let  the  hon.  gentleman  be  gratified;  let 
the  Bill  be  brought  in  with  his  amend- 
ments; let  it  undergo  a  fair  discussion, 
and  thouj^b  from  the  tendency  of  it,  I  may 
still  continue  to  oppose,  yet  to  object  to 
the  contenU  of  a  Bill  is  one  thing,  to  ob- 
ject to  its  being  brought  in  is  quite  ano- 
ther ;  the  latter  meets  with  my  concur- 
rence ;  with  respect  to  the  former  I  have 
auSciently  declared  my  sentiments. 

A  Member.  I  also.  Sir,  rise  professedly 
to  oppose  the  Bill  in  question.  I  could 
oSkr  many  reasons  which  to  me  appear 
conclusive  against  the  Bill  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman proposes  to  bring  in.  At  the  door 
of  this  House,*  a  pnnted  paper  was  put 
Into  my  hand,  containing  several  striking 
objections  to  the  Bill.  These  objections, 
Sir,  are  set  forth  to  have  been  drawn  ui 


Debates  tn  the  Commons  on  the  BiU 


[m 


up 


by  a  number  of  dissenters.  Now,  Sir,  If 
this  be  the  case,  it  is  manifest,  that  the 
dissenters  themselves  are  not  unanimous 
in  this  application  to  parliament.  It  is 
evident  that  numbers  of  that  body  do  not 
think  themselves  aggrieved  in  the  matter 
'ption;  by  passmg  therefore  the 


Bill  proposed,  who.  Sir,  can  tell  whether 
we  oblige  the  majority  of  the  dissenters^ 
since,  E^ould  those  objections  be  drawn 
up  as  set  forth,  it  is  plain,  that  the  very 
persons  intended  to  be  benefited  bv  this 
Bill,  are  the  very  persons  who  think  they 
labour  under  no  grievance,  and  conse- 
quently would  reap  no  benefit ;  nay,  the 
dissenters  whom  we  design  to  serve,  are 
the  dissenters,  who,  by  these  objections, 
declare  that  such  Bill  would  not  serve 
them.  Here  is  a  glaring,  a  palpable  ab- 
surdity. And  how.  Sir,  shall  we  discri- 
minate ?  How  shall  we  determine  on 
which  side  t|;ie  majority  lies  ?  This,  then, 
appears  to  me  a  very  material  and  sub- 
stantial objection  against  the  Bill:  vithia 
doors  relief  by  Bill  is  intended  to  be 
prayed  for  Protestant  dissenters ;  without, 
a  multitude  of  Protestant  dissenters  ob- 
ject to  the  measures,  declaring  the  Sub- 
scription required  no  burden  but  wbat 
their  consciences  can  easily  dispense  with, 
and  praying  withal,  that  no  such  Bill  may 
be  brought  in.  The  Bill  entitled,  '*  for 
their  relief,'*  according  to  these  objectors, 
will  afford  them  no  relief;  they  are  not 
aggrieved,  consequently  want  none.  Here 
is  then  an  obstacle  with  a  witness !— But, 
Sir,  my  opposition  is  not  merely  confined 
to  this  head,  there  are  other  objectioos 
which  weigh  still  more  powerfuUy  with 
me.  The  established  constitution  of 
church,  as  well  as  state^  ought  not  to  be 
tampered  with ;  it  is  and  it  should  be 
deemed  sacred,  we  should  be  carefbl  of 
admitting  alterations ;  lest,  by  injuring  the 
superstructure,  we  endanger  the  founda- 
tion. Not  that  1  would  hereby  be  under- 
stood as  expressing  myself  disinclined  to 
toleration ;  I  sincerely  hope  there  is  not  a 
man  in  this  House  more  a  friend  to  tole- 
ration of  every  kind,  religious  toleration  in 
particular,  than  mysolf ;  on  which  ac- 
count, if  any  thing  more  than  has  been, 
can  be  granted,  consistent  with  the  safety 
of  our  religious  establishment;  let  it, in 
God's  name,  be  allowed;  but  let  us  be 
mindful  of  the  tendency  of  the  measure 
prayed  for ;  let  us  be  i^indful  of  our  eccle- 
siastical as  well  as  civil  constitution.  With 
this  precaution  the  hon.  gentleman  has  my 
free  leave  to  bring  in  his  Bill ;  for  should  I 
oppose  it,  when  brought  in,  never  shall  it 
be  said  that  I  object  to  the  bringing  in  a 
Bill  which,  as  we  are  told^  breathes  the 
spirit  of  toleration,  and  tends  to  the  pro- 
motion of  religious  liberty. 

Besolved,  «  That  thb  House  will,  upon 
Monday  next,  resolve  itself  into  a  Com^ 
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mittee  of  the  whole  House,  to  consider  of 
the  motion.  That  Leave  be  given  to  bring 
in  a  Bill  for  the  further  relidf  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's Protestant  Subjects  dissenting  from 
the  Church  of  England." 

Feb.  22.  The  House  having  resolved 
itself  into  the  said  Comnuttee,  leave  was 
giiren  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  the  further  re- 
lief of  his  ^£ijesty'8  Protestant  subjects 
dissenting  from  the  Church  of  England : 
and  Mr.  Harris,  sir  H.  Hoshton,  sir  G. 
Savile,  Mr.  Dyson,  Sir  W.  Meredith, 
Mr.  F.  Montagu,  and  sir  Harbord  Har- 
bord^  do  prepare  and  bringin  the  same. 

March  2.  Sir  Henry  Hoghton  pre- 
sented the  B31  for  the  further  relief  of  his 
Majesty's  Protestant  subjects  dissenting 
from  the  Church  of  England. 

Sir  Roger  Nevodisate  rose  and  informed 
the  House,  that  altliough  he  intended  to 
oppose  the  Bill  in  every  future  stage,  as 
well  as  every  other  attempt  of  the  same 
tendency,  he  would  not  for  the  present  in- 
terrupt or  prevent  the  first  reading  of  it, 
though  he  would  be  well  warranted  in  so 
doing,  first  on  the  general  ground  of  its 
impropriety,  seconcUy  on  the  resolutions 
he  had  already  formed  concerning  it; 
however,  as  there  were  fresh  reasons  from 
those  on  which  that  of  last  year  was 
framed,  pretended  in  support  of  the  pre- 
sent application,  he  was  far  from  not  in- 
dulging the  promoters  of  the  measure  with 
every  decree  of  candour  they  could  pos- 
sibly wish  for.  He  added,  that  as  he  was 
jp  and  on  such  an  occasion,  he  could  1aot 
ivoid  mentioning  a  matter  which  fell  from 
m  hon.  gentleman  over  the  wa3r  (sur  W. 
Meredith)  relative  to  a  quotation  from 
i  pamphlet  written  by  an  eminent  and 
worthy  divine,  Dr.  Tottie,  in  which,  ac- 
:ording  to  his  conceptions,-  the  words  of 
-kis  learned  and  reverend  friend  were 
rrested  to  a  meaning  directly  contrai^  to 
he  intention  of  the  author,  or  indeed  to 
heir  natural  and  obvious  construction. 
rfae  hon.  gentleman  having  asserted  in  his 
peech  on  the  debate  of  Tuesday,  that 
)r.  Tottie  charged  some  of  the  doctrines 
ontaioed  m  the  S9  Articles  with  horror 
nd  blasphemy.  Here  sir  Roger  opened 
le  pamphlet,  and  read  the  passage  re- 
nrred  to»  which  charged  the  doctrine  of 
redestination,  contended  for  on  rigid 
lalvinitftical  principles,  with  horror  and 
lasphenoy,  as  contradistinguished  from 
le  more  sober  and  fiberfll  acceptation, 
oth  in  pnctice  and  ifieoulationi  dP  that 


doctrine, '  as  received  by  the  charch  of 
England. 

Sir  fV.  Meredith  replied,  that  it  was  in* 
deed  very  true,  that  ne  had  quoted  the 
doctor,  to  prove  what  hi»  sentiments  were, 
relative  to  the  doctrine  contained  in  one 
of  the  articles  of  that  church,  of  which  he 
is  so  zealous  a  member  and  powerful  an 
advocate;  and  that  he  i^pesded  to  the 
candour  of  such  as  heard  him,  whether  he 
was  not  justified  in  so  doing.  He  waf 
not,  he  added,  enauiring  into  Uie  praetical 
doctrines  of  the  cnurch^nor  of  the  private 
opinions  of  particular  persons;  neither 
was  he  giving  any  opinion  on  the  difierent  . 
feasible  and  current  explanations  of  those 
exceptionable  tenets;  ail  he  meant  by 
the  quotation  bein^  only  to  prove,  tlmt 
predestination,  as  literally  set  forth  in  the 
Articles,  was  a  doctrine  by  no  means  pro- 
per to  be  subscribed  to  by  young  persons, ' 
as  strictly  importing  what  was  intended 
to  be  hereafter  explained  away,  either  to 
make  it  consonant  to  the  word  of  God,  or 
common  sense. 

Sir  Roger  Netodj^ate  answered,  that  he 
was  perfectly  satisfied  with  what  the  hon. 
gentleman  had  said,  having  troubled  the 
House  purely  with  an  intention  of  remov<* 
ing  aiiy  notion  that  might  prevail  abroad, 
that  those  were  really  the  doctor's  senti* 
ments. 

Here  the  Bill  being  read  a  first  time, 
and  being  ordered  to  be  read  a  second 
time  on  Tuesday,  occasioned  a  warm 
debate. 

Sir  WilUatn  Bagot  having,  afler  statuq; 
his  eeneral  reasons  against  the  Bill,  con- 
tended that  the  time  fixed  on  for  reading  it 
a  second  time  was  by  much  too  short,  fini, 
on  account  of  its  impor^nce,  'and  se« 
copdly,  as  he  understood  that  many  per- 
sons, who  were  comprised  within  the  de- 
scription of  those  who  were  intended  to  be 
relieved  by  the  Bill,  were  rescued  to  i>e- 
tition  to  be  heard  by  counsd  against  it; 
that  the  gentlemen  whom  the  petitioners 
intended  to  employ  upon  that  business 
would  on  Tuesday  next,  and  much  longer 
probably,  be  i^sent  on  the  circuit ;  wid 
that,  in  his  opinion,  therefore,  three  wedct 
would  be  the  least  time  that  could  be  rea- 
sonably allowed  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  Dyson  strongly  opposed  sir  Walter. 
He  said,  that  agreeing  to  any  propositioii 
of  this  nature  would  toUlly  <iefeat  the  fu- 
ture progress  of  the  Bill ;  that  granting 
counsel  to  be  heard  on  such  a  matter  at 
the  prese&t,  was  unprecedented;  that 
though  it  had  fa^n  proper,  these  wm  ne 
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one  fac^  ttatod  to  the  House  which  could 
induce  them  to  defer  the  second  reading 
of  the  BiU;  and  that,  thevefore,  they 
oould  not  break  through  the  re(|ular  forma 
established  in  such  cases  to  wait  for  a  re- 
petition of  grievance  neither  as  yet  com- 
plained of,  nor,  perhaps,  as  much  as  ia 
ombryo  or  thought  of.  > 

Sir  Hog^r  NemUgaU  replied,  that  if  the 
iBtentions  of  the  promoters  of  the  BiU 
were  as  (candid  as  thej  pretended*  he 
eottld  perceive  no  possible  disadvant^e 
that  would  accrua  from  permittbg  counsel 
So  be  heard,  and  granting  a  reasonable 
time  fof  the  return  of  such  from  the  circuit 
1^  were  lUcely  to  anawer  the  desire  of  the 
petiyonevs ;  mi  after  adverting  to  soma  of 
the  traoaaotioas  of  last  year  relative  to 
the  BiU,  coacludad  by  prophesying,  that 
the  House,  who  were  composed  of  the  re* 
prasentattvas  of  the  pfO|4a  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, would  never  Refuse  to  hear  counsel  in 
.  behalf  of  a  cause  in  which  the  interests  of 
the  estabUshed  church  were  so  highly  and 
eminentlv  concerned. 

Mr.  2.  TiJWMhtfnd  then  rose,  and  spoke 
in  support  of  Jdr.  Dyson,  aod  took  up 
pmtty  itfuch  the  same  pound;  but  having 
dropped  some  expressions  reialive  to  an 
antousiasdc  spirit,  and  want  of  cotumoo 
aeose. 

Sir  Roger  Netodigate  replied,  with  great 
warfatb,  that  be  flattered  bimself  he  was 
as  far  from  being  prompted  by  a  spirit  of 
CDthiisiasro,  as  the  Hon,  ffeotlemao  who 

Eke  last ;  and  that  h^  doubted  not  but 
t  on  ihe  eeveral  ouestions  which  came 
to  be  discussed  ia  that  House,  he  was  as 
often  found  on  the  side  of  common  sense. 
The  second  seadingof  the  Bid  was  ear- 
ned lor  Tuesday  neat- 
March  8*  A  PeUtion,of  a^ rea>  mm* 
her  of  tus  Mfljjea^'a  subjects,  w  Pxotast- 
wt  disaefttiog  mini^ieei,  and  Hkewise 
fltfien  of  his  Ms^ty 's  sid)jec^  diss^i^g 
from  ihe  (ClHtrch  of  England,  was  piesent«> 
ai  totbe  House,  imd read;  settiiig  forth, 
^  That  IbofeliitiQaeits bittog  informed,  ap- 
|Ueatbnis.making  toihe  House  for  a  Bill 
ftM*  she  fafef  lof  PcoteataAt  dissenting  mr 
aastenl,ia  the  nmtter  of  subaQriptipn,  and 
for  the  ohtaini^g  felief  for  ,Ii4obs  and 
johadmaateiwt  and  that  the  peititioners 
am  well  satisfied  with  the  piesent  mofc 
4f  qoalifiGaiion,  pfescifibed  la  thew^flt  of 
Xdefatjon,  from  a  full  iconvictifm^  in  thek 
^eww  osMcieBces,  Ahat  tlie  Aitides  of  tbe 
jdiarch  of  Xn^and,  as  aow  by  law  esta- 
Wiahailj  mw  Urn  #ad;iinpartMat ;  and  con- 


si4«r  them  as  the  basis  of  d»eisho|)e,ud 
the  most  powerful  mceative  to  a  sincere, 
stedfast  and  cheerfiil  obediencf;,  aod  are 
contained  in  the  bol^  Scriotures :  and  that, 
by  altering  the  law,  it  would  set  aside  thoie 
essential  doctrines  contained  in  the  Arti- 
clesof  the  church  of  l^ngland,  on  the  iath 
of  which  |he  Reformation  was  founded,  ai 
well  as  it  would  beeoiqe  the  occ^ion  rf 
dissention  and  animesity  amongst  brethreo, 
with  whom  wo  wish  a  coptjuaiiumce  of  thi 
taest  cordial  harmony;  and  of  veaken- 
ing,  if  nel  dissolving,  that  pleasing  usionj 
which  hai^y  subsisf^  between  tke  esta« 
blisbed  cnurch  and  those  who  dissent  from 
it:  and  therefore  praving,  that  the  peti- 
tioners may  be  hearo,  1^  their  cousiel, 
against  the  said  BiU  passing  iota  a  law; 
mi  that  they  may  have  smc£  other  relkf 
in  the  premises  as  the  House  shall  think 
fit." 

Ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table,  until  tk 
Bill  for  the  further  relief  of  Proteataat  dis- 
senters he  read  a  second  tin^e ;  sad  that 
the  petitioners  be  then  heard,  by  their 
Counsel,  against  the  said  Bill,  upon  theit 
petition,  if  they  tjbink  fit. 

March  10.  On  the  prder  of  the  daj 
for  the  second  reading  of  the  ]KD,  sir  Wil- 
liam Bagot  informed  the  House  that  Mr. 
Perrin,  the  counsel  employed  on  the  oc- 
casion, finding  thJe  tiipe  allotted  for  bk 
preparation  too  short,  had  returned  bis 
brief;  and  that  the  House  might  be  satis- 
fied as  to  the  cause  of  his  thus  actine,  be 
had  sent  a  solicitor  to  give  the  H^iue 
every  necessary  informaUoai  Sir  Wiiliaai} 
in  order  further  to  shew  the  imposaibilitf 
of  any  counsel  preparing  himself  in  fbe 
time,  deolared  that  be  had  seen  the  brieff 
which,  he  said,  consisted  of  a  p rodigiois 
number  of  folio  sheets*  Sir  Wilham  there* 
fore  moved  -that  the  bei^ring  of  coaosd 
mkbt  be  postponed  for  a  few  ^y9  looge^i 
and  the  se^nd  rei^ding  of  the  Billpo^  (^ 
until  the  tiine  the  co^aael  could  be  pi^ 
p«^  to  pleftd* 

On  this  Aiotion  bfing  made*  a  debaa 
eoi^ed,  and  two  points  ^ene  ^en^ous^ 
ai^ed  for  by  iha  contending  narti^  tii|^ 
fifWt  was  *  whetiier  the  second  r^ftdiqg  a 
the  3ill  /Bbo^0  be  piutponed  until  counaei 
ooul4  be  h^wd;'  tbe  secon<i^  <  whether 
counsel  ought  to  be  heard  at  all-'  .^ 
£Uwer  New4igftte,  thoi^li  wwoly  H^ 
theBiUt  wai  yet  for  hearing  counsel 

M?.  Mdmmfi  Bwcle  iJiQUgW  ther?  ^ 
a  odiQulous  wyropqielT  in  ^^ating  ^ 
aeL  iMTfliaw  '^^^^'^  lie  aai4  cpuV  p 
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mgeA  to  faVoar  of  tliOBe  #ho  petHioiMd 
againut  the  Efll.  Here  ate^  said  he,  a 
nnltitude  ^  pefvons  who  call  themaelyes 
Ph^testant  diasenteTs,  whom  we  dd  not 
Imow,  pntying  to  be  heard  by  a  eoiiiisel, 
whom  we  am  know  not,  ticaftist  others 
professing  thedr  dMfike  to  the  mode  of 
Subacnptidta  to  die  Anicles ;  that  Is,  here 
Hre  aaet  of  men,  toany  of  whdm. cannot 
write,  and  they  beg  I^ve  at  your  bM*  to 
liiew  cause  why  others  oaght  to  be  com- 
bdled  to  subscribe  their  names.  The 
brief  contains  a  multitude  of  folio  sheets, 
Whether  to  prolong  time,  err  nuzzle  the 
caiiae,  I  leave  tiie  House  to  oetermine; 
however,  I  see  no  cause  why  the  Bill 
should  be  postponed. 

Mr.  Dyson  was  also  against  postponing 
the  Bill,  and  he  made  several  pertment 
temarks  on  the  petition  itself,  the  persons 
who  signed  it,  and  the  mode  6f  procuring 
h  to  be  signed.  Mr.  William  Burke  was 
Ibr  peatponittg  the  Bill  for  a  ftw  days,  to 
order,  that  counsel  might  be  heard.  Ano- 
ther member  who  spoke  on  the  same  side, 
hnd,  he  remembered  a  case  wherein  the 
Hoofle  postponed  te  Affair  which  cda- 
eetned  itselr,  because  one  day  the  coun- 
id  engaged  was  seized  with  a  pain  to 
Us  toe;  this  pain  continued,  tne  dis- 
order was  day  aftet  day  communicated 
to  erery  joint  to  his  body,  till  at  len^h 
the  patience  of  several  members  bemg 
weaned  out,  the  counsel  on  a  sudden 
tecorered  from  his  rodisposition,  and  plead- 
ed to  the  entire  satisfiiction  of  his  clients. 
Yet  now,  when  the  establishment  of  the 
diurch  is  at  stake,  we  are  not,  conttoued 
tile  member,  to  wait  three  or  four  days 
until  the  counsel  is  qualified  to  plead  the 
cause  of  the  reformation  of  truth  and 
cfariatianitT, 

Sir  William  Bagot  having  said  that  the 
petitioner^  thought  perhaps  counsel  neces- 
aary  to  sheiir  many  parts  of  the  Bill  to  be 
contrary  to  law,  Mr.  Gray,  sir  W.  Mere- 
dith, and  Others,  replied  that  they  hoped 
BO  counsel  would  be  suffered  to  teach  the 
Cooraions  of  England  from  their  own  bar, 
the  tows  of  their  country.  We,  said  they, 
who  are  the  legislators  and  guardians  of 
tile  tows,  to  be  instructed  by  counsel,  whe- 
ther a  Bill  we  are  about  to  pass  toto  a 
law,  be,  or  be  not  contrary  or  agreeable 
to  the  laws  and  liberties  or  our  country ! 
This,  said  they,  would  indeed  be  a  cen- 
sure fipon  the  representatives  of  the  peo- 
ple, too  gross  not  to  incur  the  contempt  of 
the  public,  too  shameful  to  be  permitted. 
With  this  optoion  the  Speaker  heartily 
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conourred«  Mr.  Osorgs  Onstow  next 
rose^  and  put  an  end  to  the  debate,  by 
saytogy  that  thou^  counsel  was  not  heard 
at  the  second,  thev  might  at  the  third 
readtog,  or  when  tne  report  was  made; 
but  many  urged  that  the  second  reading 
was  the  proper  stage  for  the  Bill  to  meet 
with  every  opposition  totended,  this  being 
perfectly  agreeable  to  precedent,  and  the 
tbrms  of  the  House. 

The  House  was  then  cleared,  and  on 
the  motion  that  the  Bill  be  now  read  a 
second  time,  the  House  divided.  The 
Noes  went  forth. 

Tellers. 
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"^^  J  Sir  Henry  Hoghton  - 
xr«,^  c  Sir  William  Bagot  -  - 
^°^'  I  Sir  Roger  Newdigate  - 

So  It  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

March  17.  The  order  of  the  day  betof 
read  for  going  into  a  Comm'tiee  on  the 
Bill, 

Sir  WiUiam  Bagot  said : 

I  rise,  Sir,  consistent  with  the  prifr- 
eiples  I  have  hitherto  professed,  to  enter 
my  protest  against  the  Bill  now  before  ws. 
I  shall  not.  Sir,  commence  a  war  with  pat^ 
tides ;  nor  shall  I  contend  with  any  geo^ 
tleioan  about  the  propriet]^  of  this  or  thaft 
expression ;  as  whether  diis  House  might, 
should,  or  ought,  to  agree  to  the  passing 
of  the  BrH.  I  shall  not  take  up  the  tfnie 
of  this  House  about  such  frivolous  triftos, 
though  I  have  been,  and  do  again  expect 
to  be,  attacked  on  this  bead  by  an  inge- 
nious gentleiBan,  (Mr.  Bdmund  Borke) 
whose  critical  sagacity^  well  qualifies  him 
Ibr  the  task  of  wljusting  sentences,  and 
recci^tng  the  vtototions  of  grammatical 
Moeties.  I  shall  request  the  attention  of 
the  House  to  matters  of  infinitely  ffreater 
•importance ;  and  whilst  I  relate  the  rea- 
sokis  whidi  induce  me  to  oppose  the  Bill, 
1  shall  hope  my  deficiency  in  point  of  elo- 
cution may  be  in  some  degree  atoned  for 
by  that  sincerity  and  sense  of  duty,  which, 
conspiring  together,  thus  prompt  me  td 
submit  my  sentiments  to  tne  candour  cf 
this  House. 

To  proceed.  Sir,  with  as  piuch  regula- 
rity as  possible,  I  shall  arrange  my  argu- 
ments under  a  few  general  heads;  I  shall 
trace  this  Bill,  step  by  step,  to  the  stage  at 
whtoh  it  is  now  arrived ;  I  shall  shew,  that 
the  very  thing  these  dissenters  pray  for  Is 
the  very  thing  they  now  enjoy ;  tKat  the 
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general  toleration  solicited  would  be  de- 
trimental to  Christianity,  the  esublished 
religion  of  this  country ;  that  in  times  of 
heathenism  the  toleration  allowed  was  the 
occasion  of  athiests  of  every  denomination 
overrunning  the  state:  ana  in  like  manner 
if  we  remove  subscription  to  the  Articles, 
it  not  being  them  alone,  but  the  doctrines 
contained. in  them,  which  give  offence; 
that,  therefore.  Sir,  if  we  set  aside  sub- 
scriptions  to  those  Articles,  we  throw  down 
the  oest  barrier  of  Christianity^  and  open  a 
door  for  the  admission  of  infidels  of  eytry 
species  into  the  pale  of  the  church,     v 

To  begin.  Sir,  by  tracing  this  Bill  step 
by  step.  Last  year  an  attempt  was  made 
to  obtrude  a  petition  on  this  House, 
which  I  am  sorry  to  say,  was  a  disgrace  to 
every  party  concerned  in  the  measure.  I 
mean,  Sir,  an  indelible  disgrace  to  those 
persons  without  doors  who  set  on  foot  the 
project  The  petition  to>  which  I  allude  is 
that  manufactured  at  the  Feathers  Tavern. 
.To  the  shame  of  some  of  the  episcopal 
clergy  be  it  spoken,  they  were  the  first 
who  agitated  tne  matter  of  subscription, 
and  prayed  to  be  released  from  making 
the  profession  of  a  belief  in  those  Articles 
which  contain  doctrines  clearly  revealed  in 
the  scriptures.  This  petition.  Sir,  met 
with  the  fate  it  richly  deserved ;  the  pre- 
senting it  answering  no  otlier  end  than 
that  of  paving  the  way  for  the  application 
this  House  has  been  since  trouoled  with. 
Whilst  the  tavern  petition  was  under  con- 
sideration, the  promoters  were  no  less 
busy  in  publishing  a  variety  of  pieces  ad- 
dressed some  to  particular  bishops,  others 
to  men  of  eminence  in  the  church,  re- 
sident in  one  or  both  of  our  universities. 
The  stile  of  tbesepublications  was  various : 
sometimes  intimidations  were  used,  at 
others  the  heads  of  tbe  church  beseeched 
vrith  all  humility  to  relieve  those  conscien- 
tious priests,  who^  sooner  than  not  enjoy 
the  tempoialities  of  the  church,  would 
conscientiously  turn  occasional  conformists 
to  her  doctrines,  though  they  wished  to  be 
exempted  from  the  necessity  of  declaring 
their  confqrmity  to  any  doctrines  contain- 
ing the  sum  and  substance  of  Christianity. 
About  this  time,  Sir,  another  reverend 
author,  willing  to  promote  the  pious  work 
of  reformation,  and  to  declare  his  own  ab- 
horrence of  articles  which  he  had  sub- 
scribed, and  doctrines  he  had  professed  to 
believe,  published  a  pamphlet  called  The 
Confessional:  a  work  full  of  sophistry, 
abounding  in  language  without  sentiment, 
and  argument  without  reason.    This  dso. 
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Sir,    served   the   cause:   the  disseDten 
seized  the  lucky  opportunity,  the  indignant 

Eetitioners  jomed  tnem,  and  thus  fonnida- 
le  the  present  Bill  was  framed,  was 
brought  in,  and  though  opposed  by  the 
truly  orthodox  amongst  tne  dissenten, 
vet  counsel  was  refused  to  be  heard,  at 
least  sufficient  time  was  not  ^iven  them  to 
prepare  for  arguinj^  the  ments  of  the  va- 
rious petitions  which  have  been  presented 
against  it.  Now,  Sir,  I  consider  this  Bill 
in  the  same  light  as  the  petition  from  the 
club  at  the  Feathers ;  the  form  indeed  dif- 
fers, the  end  is  the  same ;  and  both  are 
detrimental  to  the  doctrinal  parts  of  Ciirb- 
tianity. 

Nor  is  the  thing  prayed  for  bj  this  BiQ 
wanted.  The  dissenters  pray  to  be 
exempted  from  the  necessity  of  Subtcnp* 
tion  to  the  Articles,  this  is  required  as  a 
qualification  from  those  who  coroineitce 
teachers,  or  even  school-masters ;  and  pe- 
nal laws  are  now  in  force  against  such  as 
omit  thus  to  qualify  themselves.  But, 
Sir,  are  these  penal  laws  ever  put  in  eie* 
cution?  Is  it  not  notorious,  that  the 
far  greater  part  of  the  dissenters  do  oeg- 
lect  subscription  ?  And  are  thej  ever 
called  upon  ?  Are  they  ever  punished! 
What,  then,  would  they  have?  Tliey de- 
sire liberty ;  they  enjoy  it  by  connivance, 
and  are  now  in  as  actual  possession  of  tbe 
very  liberty  they  solicit,  as  if  their  fa- 
vourite Bill  was  actually  passed.  ItJn^ 
surd,  therefore,  to  pray  for  that  thev  al- 
readv  possess ;  nor  can  any  thing  account 
for  the  absurdity  of  the  request,  but  a  sup- 
position that  some  latent  views,  some  he- 
terodox tenets  are  at  the  bottom  of  thi^ 
application. 

I  will  speak  out.  Sir,  I  will  «  cry  alood 
and  spare  not"  in  a  case  of  religious  im- 
portance ;  I  scorn  to  dissemble.  I  ^1 
then,  Sir,  that  I  verily  believe  this  attempt 
to  set  aside  the  Articles,  is  agitated  9\i^ 
a  design  unfavourable  to  Christisnitj.  In- 
stead of  tlie  Articles  a  test  is  propose^ 
drawn  up  in  such  a  vague  manner,  and 
couched  in  such  general  terms,  that  a  Ma- 
hometan might  sign  it.  The  dissenter 
Sir,  are  to  declare,  that  they  "  believe  the 
Holy  Scriptures."  Pray,  Sir,  do  n«t 
Papists  in  their  sense  believe  the  Ho.f 
Scriptures  ?  Have  not  Mahometans  a  vrrf 
high  opinion  of  Jesus  Christ?  And  dj 
they  not  believe  many  things  recorded  a 
him  in  the  Scriptures?  They,  therefore, 
Sir,  might  subscribe  the  test  proposed  b/ 
the  Bill;  and  whatever  opinion  I  ««! 
have,  that  dissenters  are  good  subjects, 
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yet  v  to  those  who  declare  that  they  can 
coDtcientioudy  subflcribe  only  such  a  test 
as  Mahometans  might  assent  to,  I  must  be 
pardoned  for  saying  1  think  them  not  very 
good  Christiana  To  tolerate  therefore 
such  men,  Sir,  is  to  injure  the  established 
relijpon  of  our  country ;  thev  are  dissa- 
tisfied  witli  the  Artidesi  ^.o  they  are  with 
doctrines  which  constitute  the  most  essen* 
dal  parts  of  Christianity.  The  sacrifice  of 
Chnst ;  the  oeconomy  of  oiir  redemption ; 
and  in  particukr  the  divinity  of  our 
Saviour;  these.  Sir,  are  the  atumbling 
blocks  in  the  way  of  our  conscientious 
gentry !  yet  these  are  doctrines  maintained 
in  Scripture,  and  inculcated  by  the  Ar- 
ticles ;  who,  then,  can  wonder,  that  an  ef- 
fort to  set  aside  the  Articles  should  be 
made?  Ariansare  numerous  amongst  us ; 
too  many  deny  the  divinity  of  him  who 
created  all  things,  and  **  without  whom 
nothing  was  made  that  is  tnade/'  A  test 
requiring  subscription  to  thb  truth  must 
be  obnoxious  to  such  as  disavow  it ;  there- 
fore, Sir,  under  the  notion  of  toleration, 
we  must  lend  our  aid  to  an  attack  upon 
Christianity,  and  by  passing  this  Bill,  open 
a  passage  for  heresies  the  most  abomi- 
nable, which  threaten  the  ruin  of  our  le- 
ligious  establishment. 

Sir,  in  times  of  heathenism,  toleration, 
because  carried  too  far,  became  detrimen- 
tal to  the  state  ;  Lucretius,  a  poet  of  con-, 
siderable  genius,  was  permitted  to  broach 
the  atheism  of  Epicurus;  his  followers 
Were  as  numerous*  as  those  of  any  of  our 
modem  sceptics ;  like  them.  Sir,  he  made 
converts ;  tney  were  the  wits,  the  beaux 
esprits,  the  maccaronies  of  that  time.  [A 
laugh  through  the  House.]  Yes,  Sir, 
gentlemen  may  laugh,  but  the  atheists  of 
old  were  like  the  sceptics  of  modem 
times;  they  were  occasional  conformists, 
and,  by  bein^  tolerated,  they  gained  pro- 
selytes to  inraelity,  and  tore  up  the  foun- 
dation of  morality  by  the  roots;  they 
broached  their  cursed  opinions,  and  in- 
fected the  rainds  of  the  people. 

In  remoter  times.  Sir,  we  find,  indeed, 
atheistical  sceptics,  though  from  not  being 
tolerated  they  were  restrained  from  doing 
the  mischief  they  intended.  Epicurus  was 
not  the  first  sceptic ;  in  the  times  of  David 
and  Solomon  the  sect  prevailed.  The 
former  king,  who  was  a  poet  also,  tells  us, 
that  <«  the  fool  has  said  in  his  heart"  (what 
the  wits  of  our  time  scruple  not  openly  to 
JJssert,)  «  that  there  is  no  God."  In 
David's  days,  Sir,  though  persecution  pre- 
vailed not,  yet  the  sceptics  were  not  al- 
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lowed  to  debauch  the  minds  of  their  fel- 
low creatures,  by  obliging  the  world  with 
their  nefarious  opinions.  Yet  a  toleration 
of  this  kind  is  now  solicited.  But  whether 
we  are  to  shew  ourselves  so  unmindful  of 
our  duty  as  to  grant  the  request,  this  day's 
debate  will  discover.  I,  Sir,  have  borne 
my  testimony  against  the  Bill;  I  do  it 
conscientiously ;  I  do  it  with  serious  reve- 
rence ;  my  sincerity  has,  during  the  course 
of  the  debates  on  this  subject,  been  called 
in  question;  and  I  could,  perhaps,  with 
much  greater  propriety,  retort,  by  ques- 
tioning the  sincerity  of  the  promoters  of 
this  Bill ;  I  have  a  right.  Sir,  so  to  fSiO ; 
and  I  will  say,  that  the  sincerity  of  the 
advocates  for  this  Bill  stands  in  need  of 
strong  positive  proofs ;  the  presumption  is 
against  them.  I  am  sure.  Sir,  I  ought  to 
ask  pardon  of  this  House  for  detaCining  it 
thus  long,  and  I  cannot  suflBciently  express 
my  thankfulness  for  the  indulgence  which 
has  been  shewn  'me.  I  shall  trespass 
no  longer  ppon  your  time  than  to  say. 
Sir,  that  I  am  against  your  quitting  the 
chair. 

Mr.  Page.  I  think.  Sir,  after  the  learn- 
ed manner  in  which  my  lion,  friend  has 
argued  the  matter,  little  remains  to  be 
said.  I  entirely  coincide  with  him  in  opi- 
nion; and  the  division  amongst  the  dis- 
senters themselves  shews  that  in  numbers 
the  advocates  for  the  Bill  are  as  inconsi- 
derable as  they  are  far  from  being  unani- 
mous. The  Chatham  petition  may  con- 
vince us  of  the  want  ot  unanimity  which 
prevails,  and  I  am  glad  to  find  that  we  are 
indebted  to  the  lines  of  Chatham  for  a 
support  of  orthodox  Christianity. 

Mr.  Edmund  Burke  ;* 

Sir;  the  hon.  gentleman  who  fa- 
voured us  last  but  one  with  his  learned 

*  The  followiD||:  report  of  this  Speech,  is 
given  partly  from  the  MS.  papers  of  Mr. 
Burke,  and  partly  from  a  very  imperfect 
short- hand  note  taken  at,  the  time  by  a 
member  of  the  House  of  Commoos.  See 
Burke's  Works,  vol.  10,  p.  23.  8to  edit. 

1819. 
# 
« I  assure  you,  Sir,  that  the  boo.  gentleman, 
who  spoke  last  but  one,  need  not  be  in  the  least 
fear  that  I  should  make  a  war  of  particles  upon 
his  opinion,  whether  the  chnrcn  of  England 
should,  would,  or  oDifht  to  be  alarmed.     I  am 
very  clear  that  this  House  has  no  one  reason 
in  the  world  to  think  she  is  alarmed  by  the  Bill 
brought  before  yon.     It  is  something  extraor- 
dinary that  the  only  symptom  of  alarm  in  the 
church  of  England  should  appear  in  the  peti- 
I      [3D] 
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harangue,  had  little  reason  to  apprebetfd* 
that  I  should  engage  him  in  a  war  abotit 
particles.  Whether  the  House  '  ni%bt, 
could,  should,  or  ought'  to  interfere,  I 
leave  to  be  discussed  by  more  grammatical 
heads.    Neither,  Sir,  shall  I  rejoice,  with 
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tion  of  some  dissenters ;  with  whom  I  believe, 
very  few  ia  this  House  are  yet  acquainted ; 
and  of  whom  you  know  no  more  than  ^hit  you 
are  assured  by  the  bon.  gefafleman,  that  they 
are  not  iMahometains.  OflA  Church  we  know 
they  are  not,  by  the  name  that  they  assume. 
They  are  then  dissenters.  The  first  symptom 
of  an  alarm  coipes  from  sopie  dissenters  as- 
sembled round  the  lines  of  Chatham:  these 
lines  become  the  security  of  the  church  of 
Eogland !  The  hon.  gentleman,  in  sj^eaking  of 
the  lines  of  Chatham,  tells  us,  that  they  sierrb 
not  only  for  the  aecurity  of  the  wooden  walh 
of  England,  but  for  the  defence  of  the  church  of 
England .  1  suspect  the  wooden  walls  of  Eng- 
land secure  the  hues  of  Chatham,  rather  than 
the  lines  of  Chatham  secure  the  wooden  walls 
of  Eo^land.^ 

*'  Sir,  the  church  of  England,  if  only  de- 
fended by  this  miserable  petition  upon  your 
table,  must,  I  am  afraid,  upon  the  principles  of 
true  fortification,  be  soon  destroyed.  But  for- 
lunately  her  walls,  bulwarks,  and  bastions,  are 
constructed  of  other  materials  than  of  atubble 
and  straw ;  are  built  up  with  the  strong  and 
stable  matter  of  the  gospel  of  liberty,  and 
founded  on  a  true,  constitutional,  legal  estab- 
lishment. But,  Sir,  she  baa  other  securities ; 
siie  has  the  secnrity  of  her  own  doctrine ;  she 
has  the  security  ol^  the  piety,  the  sanctity  of 
her  own  professors ;  their  learning  is  a  bulwark 
to  defend  her ;  she  has  the  security  of  |he  tWo 
vniversities,  not  shook  in  any  single  batttement, 
in  any  single  pinnacle. 

y  But  the  hon.  gent,  has  mentioned,  indeed, 
principles,  which  astonish  me  rather  more  than 
ever.  The  hon.  gentleman  thinks  that  the 
dissenters  enjoy  a  large  share  of  liberty  under 
a  connivance ;  and  he  thinks  that  the  establish- 
ing toleration  by  law  is  an  attack  upon  Chris- 
tianity. 

'*  The  first  of  these  is  a  contradiction  in 
terms.  Liberty  under  a  connivance !  Conni- 
vance is  a  relaxation  from  slavery,  not  a  defi- 
nition of  liberty.  What  is  connivance,  but  a 
state  under  which  all  slaves  live  ?  If  I  was  to 
describe  slavery,  I  would  say  with  those,  who 
hate  h,  it  is  living  nndecwill,  not  under  law : 
if  as  it  is  stated  by  its  advocates^  I  would  say, 
that,  like  earthquakes,  like. thunder,  or  other 
wars  the  elements  make  upon  mankind,  it 
happens  rarely,  it  occasionally  comes  now  and 
then  upQu  people,  who,  upon  ordinary  occa- 
sions enjoy  the  same  legal  government  of  li- 
berty. Take  it  under  the  description  of  those, 
who  would  soAen  those  features,  the  state  of 
slavery  and  connivance  is  the  same  thing.  If 
the  liberty  enjoyed  be  a  lit>erty  not  of  toleration, 
but  of  a  connivance,  the  only  question  is,  whe- 


Hie  hon.  gentlettkan  who  spoke  hat,  st  te 
siqiipioit  t&  tinea  6f  Chatham  hare  sfiKd^ 
to  orthodoik  Chriatiaiitity.  Wxe^et  the 
walk  have  defended  the  linear  or  the  lisei 
have  afforded  defence  to  the  walh,  ii 
idtogether  foreign  to  thetlebtiteinqQei* 

ther  establishihg  such  by  law  b  an  attack  flpoQ 
Christianity.  Toleration  an  attack  npon  Cinii* 
tiaoity  ?  What,  then,  are  we  to  come  to  this 
pass,  to  aoppoae  that  nothing  eaa  sapport  Ckrii- 
tianity,  but  the  principles  itfpersccotion  7  b 
that,  then,  the  Mea  of  esUbusbmeot?  Ii^ 
then,  tbeidea  of  Christianity  itself,  that  it  ought 
to  have  establishments^  that  it  oogbt  to  htre 
laws  against  dissenters,  but  the  bretcb  of 
w  hich  laws  is  to  be  conniv^  at  ?  tVbat  a  pic- 
ture of  toleration ;  whatia  picture  bfltwi,<^ 
establishments ;  what  a  picture  of  nsfigitfu 
and  civil  liberty  !  1  am  persuade  the  hoi. 
g^ktlemamdoes  not  see  it  in  this  light  Ba 
Siese  very  terms  become  the  strongest  mna 
for  my  support  of  the  Bill ;  for  I  am  pemudd 
that  toleration,  so  far  from  b^ag  an  attack 
upon  Christianity,  beoomea  the  best  and  aurest 
support,  that  possibly  can  be  given  to  it  The 
Christian  religion  iUelf  arose  without  estaUitfa- 
ment,  it  arose  even  without  toleration ;  toA 
whilst  its  own  principles  were  not  tolerated,  H 
conquered  all  the  powers  of  darknssst  iteoo- 
quered  aH  the  powers  vf  the  world.  The  mo* 
ment  it  began  to  depart  frona  these  priscipH 
it  converted  the  establishment  into  tyrassj;  it 
subverted  its  foundations  from  that  very  hoar. 
Zealous  as  I  am  for  the  principle  of  so  estab- 
lishment, so  just  an  abhorrence  do  I  cooceife 
against  Whatever  may  shake  it  I  knowM- 
thing  but  the  snpposedneoessity  of  perseculioD, 
that  can  make  ata  establishment  disgoitiof .  1 
would  have  toleration  a  part  of  establisbiDat, 
as  a  prinople  favonnble  toCfaristiaBity,  aodn 
apartofCbristiattity. 

*«  All  seem  agreed  that  the  law,  as  it  8taodi| 
inflicting  penalties  on  all  reiigk>us  tescbero  iw 
on  schoolmasten,  who  do  not  sign  the  39  Ajj* 
cles  of  religion,  ought  not  to  be  executed,  ye 
are  all  agreiBd  that  the  law  is  not^ood;ior 
that,  I  presume,  is  undoubtedly  the  idea  of  a 
law,  that  ought  not  to  be  executed.  The  (^ 
tion  therefore  is.  Whether  in  a  wdl-oooatiuitaii 
commonwealth,  which  we  desire  oors  to  be 
thought,  and,  1  trust,  intend  that  it  sboold  be; 
whether  in  such  a  commonwealth  it  is  vise  to 
retain  those  laws,  which  it  is  not  proper  to  exe* 
cute.  A  penal  law,  not  ordinarily  put  io  exe- 
cution, seems  to  me  to  be  a  very  absurd  aod  a 
very  dangerous  thing.  For  if  its  principle* « 
right,  if  the  object  of  its  prohibitkws  aod  penal- 
ties be  ^  real  evil,  then  yon  do  hi  effect  permit 
that  very  evil,  which  not  only  the  reaaos  « 
the  thing,  but  your  very  law,  declares  «if» 
not  to  be  permitted ;  and  thus  it  reflects  exceed- 
ingly on  the  wisdom,  and  conseqneotly  dei*- 
gates  not  a  little  from  the  authority,  oft  legtf* 
fat  ore,  who  can  at  once  forbid  and  suffer,  aoo 
in  the  same  breath  promulgate  penalty  mf^ 
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tioa;  buttbis^  Siv»  I  wiU  ^ke  upoo  me 
peremptorily  to  assert,  that  if  the  objec- 
tions to  the  Bill  ar^  founded  upqii  Uios^ 
two  contmptibl^  petitions*  (that  Froin 
Chatham  ana  another)  which  now  lie  on 
the  table;  if  they  are  to  furpish  the  op- 


demnity  U>  i\i§  s^me  perpQps,  and  for  t^e  yery 
same  actions.  Bgt  it  the  olgect  of  the  laif  be 
BO  moral  or  political  evil,  th^n  yon  ought  bot 
to  bold  ef en  a  terror  to  those,  whom  you  ought 
certaioly  not  to  punish— for  if  it  is  not  right  to 
hurt,  it  is  neither  rjght  nor  wise  to  menace. 
Such  Uws  therefore,  as  they  must  be  defecti? e 
jeitber  in  justice  o^  wisdom,  or  both,  so  they 
icanoot  exist  without  f  considerable  decree  of 
danger.  Take  them  which  way  you  will,  they 
art  prest  with  ugly  alternatives. 

*<  lat,  All  peasl  lavs  are  either  upon  popa- 
lir  prosecution,  pr  on  the  part  of  the  crown. 
Now  if  they  may  be  roused  from  their  sleep, 
wbeoever  a  minister  thinks  proper,  as  iostru- 
meats  of  opprenion,  then  they  put  vast  bodies 
offloeo  into  a  statjs  of  slavery  and  court  de- 
pendtmce^  since  their  liberty  of  conscience 
and  their  power  of  executing  their  functions 
depeod  enturely  on  his  will.  I  would  have  no 
naji  derive  his  means  of  contioniny  any  func- 
tioo,  or  bis  being  restrained  from  it,  but  from 
the  laws  only ;  they  ahould  be  his  only  supe- 
rior and  sovereign  lords. 

^*Sd,  They  put  statesmen  and  magistrates 
into  so  habit  of  playing  fast  and  loose  with  the 
Uws,  straining  or  relaxing  tliem  as  may  bttt 
rait  their  political  purposes ;  and  in  that  light 
tend  to  corrupt  the  executive  power  through 
all  iU  offices. 

*'  Srd,  if  they  are  taken  up  on  popular  ae- 
tioDi,  their  ^operation  in  that  light  also  is  ex- 
ceedingly evil.  ThejT  become  the  instruments 
of  piivate  malice,  private  avarice,  and  uot  of 
public  regulation ;  they  nourish  the  worst  of 
nm  to  toe  jureiudice  of  the  best,  punishing 
tender  consciences,  and  rewarding  intormers.  - 

*'  Shall  we,  as  the  hon.  gentleman  tells  us 
we  may  with  perfect  security,  trust  to  the 
Auners  of  the  age  ?  I  am  well  pleased  with 
the  general  manners  of  the  times ;  but  the  de- 
Aullory  execotion  of  penal  laws,  the  thing  1 
^iHHlsmQ,  does  not  depend  on  the  manners  of 
the  times.  1  would  however  have  the  laws 
tuned  ia'miison  with  the  manners— very  dis- 
*oosnt  are  a  gentle  country,  and  cruel  laws ; 
T<ry  dissonant,  that  your  reason  is. furious,  but 
lonr  passions  moderate,  and  that  you  are  al- 
ways equitable  except  in  your  courts  of  justice. 

**  I  will  beg  leave  to  state  to  the  House  one 
srgnioent,  wbicb  has  been  much  relied  upon — 
that  the  dissenters  are  uot  unanimous  upon 
^  bosiQess;  that  many  persons  are  alarmed ; 
^^  it  will  create  a  disunion  among  the  dis- 

**Whsn  any  dissenters,  or  any  body  of 
9^e,  come  here  with  a  petition,  it  is  not  the 
Bwsher  of  people,  bnt  the  reasonableness  of  the 
'«^Qcst,^l6oMU$feigh.with  the  House.  A 


posera  with  weapons  wherewith  to  attack 
the  measure,  I  Tear  the  combatants  must 
tajce  the  field  accoutre^  by  no  means  in  a 
niarttal  manner. 

J  propose,  Sir,  to  tal^e  notice  of  wliat 
fell  from  Ae  hon.  gentleman's  lips,  (sir 


b<M|y  0?  dissenters  come  to  this  House,  and 
say.  Tolerate'  us — we  desire  neither  tfie  paro- 
chial advantage  of  tithes,  nor  dignities,  nor  the 
stalb  of  your  cathedrals :  not  let  the  venera- 
ble orders  of  (he  hierarchy  exist  with  all  their 
advantages.  And  shall  I  tell  them,  I  reject 
your  just  and  reasonable  petition,  not  because 
It  shakes  the  church,  but  because  there  are 
others,  while  you  lie  grovelling  upon  the  earth, 
that  will  kick  and  bite  you  ?  Jod^e  which  of 
these  descriptions  of  men  comes  with  a  fair  re- 
qoest—that,  which  says,  Sir,  I  <iesire  liberty 
for  my  own,  because  l  trespass  on  no  jnan^s 
conscience ;— or  the  other,  which  says,  I  de- 
sire that  these  men  should  not  be  suffered  to 
act  according  to  their  consciences,  though  I 
am  tplerated  to  act  according  to  mine.  But  i 
sign  a  body  of  articles,  which  is  my  title  to 
toleration ;  1  sign  no  more,  because  more  are 
against  my  conscience.  But  1  desire  that  you 
will  not  tolerate  these  men,  because  they  will 
not  sro  so  far  as  I,  though  I  desire  to  be  tole- 
rated, who  will  not  go  as  for  as  «ou.  No,  im- 
prison them,  if  they  come  within  five  miles  of 
a  corporate  town,  because  they  4io  not  believe 
what- 1  do  in  poin  t  of  doctrines. 

*'  Shall  T  not  say  to  these  men,  *  arranges 
voos,  canaille  ?*  You,  who  are  not  the  predo- 
minant power,  will  not  give  to  others  the  re- 
laxation, under  which  you  are  yourself  suf- 
fered to  live.  1  have  as  high  an  opinion  of  the 
doctrines  of  the  church  as  you.  I  receive  them 
implicitly,  or  I  put  my  own  explanation  on 
them,  or  take  that,  which  seems  to  me  to  come 
best  recommended  by  authority.  There  are 
those  of  the  dissenters,  who  think  more  rigidly 
the  doctrine  of  the  articles  relative  to  predesti- 
nation, than  others  do.  They  sign  the  article 
relative  to  it '  ex  aoimo,'  and  literally.  Others 
allow  a  latitude  of  construction.  These  two 
parlies  are  in  the  church,  as  well  as  amonj^  the 
dissenters ;  yet  in  the  church  we  live  cuietly 
under  the  same  roof.  1  do  not  see  why,  sa 
long  as  Providence  gives  us  no  further  light 
into  this  great  mystery,  we  should  not  leave 
things  as  the  Divine  Wisdom  has  left  them. 
Bot  suppose  all  these  things  to  me  to  be  clear 
(which  Providence  however  seems  to  have  left 
obscure),  yet  whilst  dissenters  claim  a  tolera- 
tion in  things,  which,  seeming  clear  to  roe,  are 
obscure  to  them,  without  entering  into  the 
merit  of  the  articles,  with  what  face  can  these 
men  say,  Tolerate  us,  but  do  not  tolerate  them  ? 
TokfraUon  is  good  for  all,  or  it  is  good  for  none. 

**  The  discussion  this  day  is  not  between 
establishment  on  one  hand,  and  toleration  oa 
the  other,  but  between  tboae,  who,  lieing  tole- 
rated therosebes,  refuse  toleration  to  others. 
That  power  should  be  puffed  up  with  pride^ 
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W.  Bagot)  in  a  two-fold  point  of  view. 
The  hoD.  gentleman  advanced  the  follow- 
ing positions,— 'th$it  the  dissenters  now  en- 
joyed liberty  by  connivance,  and  that  to- 
leration was  an  attack  upon  Christianity. 
The  honourable  gentleman,  to  be  sure,  has 


that  authority  should  degenerate  into  rigour,  if 
not  laudable,  is  but  too  natural.  But  tbi«  pro- 
ceeding of  theirs  is  much  beyond  the  usual 
allowance  to  human  weakness ;  it  not  only  is 
shocking  to  our  reason,  but  it  provokes  bur  in- 
dignation. <  Quid  domidi  facient,  audent  cum 
'  talia  fures  ?'  Jt  is  not  the  proud  prelate 
thundering  in  his  commission  court,  but  a  pack 
of  manumitted  slaves  with  the  lash  of  the 
beadle  flagrant  on  their  backs,  and  their  legs 
still  galled  with  their  fetters,  that  would  drive 
their  brethren  into  that  prison-house  from 
whence  they  have  just  been  permitted  to  es- 
cape. If,  instead  of  puzzling  themselves  in 
the  depths  of  the  divine  counsels,  they  would 
turn  to  the  mild  morality  of  the  p^ospel,  they 
would  read  their  own  condemnation — O  thou 
wicked  servant,  I  forgave  thee  all  that  debt  be- 
cause thou  desiredst  me:  shouldest  not  thou 
also  have  compassion  on  thy  fellow- servant, 
even  as  I  had  pity  on  thee  F 

'*  In  my  opinion,  Sir,  a  magistrate,  when- 
ever he  goes  to  put  hny  restraint  upon  religious 
freedom,  can  onl^  do  it  upon  this  ground,  that 
the  person  dissenting  does  not  dissent  from  the 
scruples  pf  ill-informed  conscience,  but  from  a 
party  ground  of  dissension,  in  order  to  raise  a 
faction  in  the  state.  We  give,  with  regard  to 
rites  and  ceremonies,  an  indulgence  to  tender 
consciences.  But  if  dissent  is  at  all  punished 
in  any  country,  if  at  all  it  can  be  punished  upon 
any  pretence,  it  is  upon  a  presumption,  not  that 
a  man  is  supposed  to  aifier  conscientiously 
from  the  establishment,  but  that  he  resists 
truth  for  the  sake  of  faction ;  that  he  abets 
diversity  of  opinions  in  religion  to  distract  the 
state,  and  to  destroy  the  peace  of  bis  country. 
This  is  the  only  plausible,  for  there  is  no  true 
ground  of  persecution.  As  the  laws  stand, 
therefore,  let  us  see  how  we  have  thought  fit 
to  act. 

"  If  there  is  any  one  thing  within  the  compe- 
tency of  a  magistrate  with  regard  to  religion,  it 
is  this,  that  he  has  a  right  to  direct  the  exterior 
ceremonies  of  religion ;  that  whilst  interior 
religion  is  within  the  jurisdiction  of  God  alone, 
the  external  part,  bodily  action,  is  within  the 
province  of  the  chief  frovernor.  Hooker,  and 
all  the  great  lights  of  the  church,  have  con- 
stantly argued  this  to  be  a  part  within  the  pro- 
vince of  the  civil  magistrate ;  but  look  at  the 
Act  of  Toleration  of  William  and  Mary,  there 
you  will  see  the  civil  magistrate  has  not  only 
dispensed  with  those  things,  which  are  more 
particularly  within  his  province,  with  those 
things,  which  faction  miifht  be  supposed  to 
take  up  for  the  sake  of  making  visible  and  ex- 
ternal divisions,  and  raising  a  standard  of  re- 
roJt,  but  has  also  from  iomid  politic  coosidera- 


treated  his  subject  in  a  masterly  manner, 
and  has  displayed  a  profusion  of  learn- 
ing ;  but  wnetner  he  has  not  been  too 
lavish  of  his  erudition,  considering  the  ab- 
surdity of  the  positions,  will  appear  bj 
taoTp  fully  considering  the  subject.   The 

tions' relaxed  on  those  points,  which  treeoa- 
fessedly  without  his  province. 

**  The  hon.  gentleman,  spealctng  of  the  ho- 
thens,  certainly  could  not  mean  to  reoommeod 
any  thing,  that  is  derived  from  that  impore 
source.  But  he  has  praised  the  tolentiB« 
spuit  of  the  heathens.  Well !  bat  the  boo. 
gentleman  will  recollect  that  heathens,  tint 
polytheists,  must  permit  a  number  of  diviDitiei. 
It  IS  the  very  essence  of  its  constitatioD.  Bot 
was  it  ever  heard  that  polytheism  tolerated  a 
dissent  from  a  polytheistic  estaUishmeot?  the 
belief  of  one  God  only?  Never,  never!  Sir, 
they  constantly  carried  on  persecution  sgiiait 
that  doctrine.  I  will  not  give  beatbenf  tbe 
glory  of  a  doctrine,  which  I  consider  the  beA 
part  of  Christianity.  The  hon.  geotlemaonost 
recollect  the  Roman  la  w,that  was  eletriy  agaiost 
the  introduction  of  any  foreign  rites  in  matten 
of  religion.  You  have  it  at  lai^e  in  livy,  bov 
they  persecuted  in  the  first  introdoctioD  tbe 
rites  of  bacchus :  and  even  before  Christ,  to 
say  nothing  of  their  subsequent  persecutioos, 
they  persecuted  the  Druids  and  others.  Hea- 
thenism, therefore,  as  in  other  respects  er« 
roneous,  was  erroneous  in  point  of  persecolkio. 
I  do  not  say,  every  heathen,  who  peraecated, 
was  therefore  an  impious  man :  1  only  aav  be 
was  mistaken, ,  as  such  a  man  is  now.  Bat, 
says  tbe  hon.  gentleman,  they  did  not  penecote 
Epicureans.  No ;  the  Epicureans  had  oo  qair* 
rel  with  their  religious  establishment,  oor  de- 
sired  any  religkin  for  themselves.  It  wonM 
have  been  very  extraordinary,  if  irreligiooi 
heathens  had  desired  either  a  religioos  estab- 
lishment or  toleration.  But,  says  the  boo. 
fl^entleman,  the  Epicureans  entered,  as  otbeti, 
mto  the  temples.  They  did  so ;  they  <le6ed 
all  subscription  ;  they  defied  all  sorts  of  coo- 
formity  ;  there  was  no  subscription,  to  wbicb 
they  were  not  ready  to  set  their  hands,  do  ce 
remonies  they  refused  to  practise ;  they  naiie 
it  a  principle  of  their  irreligion  outwardly  to 
conform  to  any  religion.  These  atlietsls  eluded 
all,  that  yon  could  do ;  so  will  all  fieethiokeis 
for  ever.  Then  you  sufier,  or  the  weakaen 
of  your  law  has  suffered,  those  great  daogeroos 
animals  to  escape  notice,  whilst  you  hare  nets, 
that  entangle  the  poor  fluttering  silken  wing* 
of  a  tender  conscience. 

•**  The  hon.  gentleman  insists  much  opoa 
this  circumstance  of  objection,  namely,  tbe 
division  amongst  the  dissenters.  Why,  Sir, 
the  dissenters  by  tbe  natora  of  tbe  lerm  are 
open  to  have  a  division  among  tbemaelfes. 
They  are  dissenters,  because  tbey  differ  ftom 
the  church  of  England ;  not  that  tbey  sj^ 
among  themselves.  Tliere  are  IVesbytaiaBi, 
there  are  IndependentSi  soaaci  that  do  aotsgrM 
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dissenters  enjoy  liberty  by  connivUnce! 
My  Gt)d !  Sir,  what  sort  of  liberty'  is  this  ? 
A  writer  (Mr.  Hume),  whose  natne  has 
lately  been  made  free  with  in  this  Hoitse — 
he,  Sir,  compares  tyranny  to  a  thunder 
storm  or  Tolcano,  each  moment  gathering, 

to  InfftDt  htptism,  others,  that  do  not  a^ee  to 
the  baptism  of  adolts,  or  any  baplisro.  All 
these  are  however  toleratcil  imder  the  acts  of 
i(iQ§f  William,  aod  subsequent  acts  ;•  and  their 
iliveraily  of  sentimeols  with  one  aooiher  did 
DOi,  anil  could  not,  furnish  an  arg^ument  against 
their  toleratioo,  when  their  difference  with  our- 
selfes  furnished  none. 

<'  But,  says  the  hon.  gentleman,  if  you  suf- 
fer them  to  go  on,  they  will  shake  the  funda- 
mental principltfs  of  Chrisliantty.  Let  it  be 
considered  that  this  argument  goes  as  strongly 
a^JQSt  conniFsnce,  which  ^on  allow,  as 
againt  toleration,  which  you  reject.  The  geo« 
tieman  sets  out  with  a  principle  of  perfect 
liberty,  or,  as  he  describe  it,  connivance. 
But  for  fear  of  dangerous  opinions,  you  leave 
it  ID  your  power  to  vex  a  man,  who  has  not 
held  any  one  daneelvus  opinion  whatsoever. 
If  ooe  roan  is  a  professed  Atheist,  another  man 
the  best  Christian,  but  dissents  from  two  of  the 
^9  Articles,  I  may  let  escape  the  Atheist,  be- 
cause I  know  him  to  be  ^n  Atheist,  becaose  I 
am,  perhaps,  so  inclined  myself,  and  because  I 
may  connive  where  I  think  proper ;  but  the 
coDscienliotts  dissenter,  on  account  of  his  at- 
tachment to  that  general  religion,  which  per- 
haps 1  bate,  I  sbalT  take  care  to  pnnisb,  becaose 
1  may  panish  when  1  think  proper^  There- 
fore, connivance  being  an  engine  of  private 
malice  or  private  favour,  not  of  good  govern- 
ment ;  an  engine,  which  totally  fails  of  sup- 
prening  atheism,  hot  oppresses  conscieoce ;  I 
tay  that  principle  becomes  not  serviceable,  but 
daogerous  to  Christianity;  that  it  is  not  tolera« 
tion,  but  contrary  to  it,  even  contrary  to  peace ; 
that  the  penal  system,  to  which  it  betongs,  is  a 
daogeroos  principle  in  the  economy  either  of 
religion  or  government. 

"  The  hon.  gentleman,  and  in  him  I  oom- 
preliend  all  those,  who  oppose  the  Bill,  bestowed 
ID  rapport  of  their  side  or  the  question  as  much 
irgnmeot  as  it  coold  bear,  and  much  moi«  of 
learning  and  deeoration  than  it  doerved.  He 
thinks  connivance  consistent,  but  legal  tolera- 
tioB  inconsistent,  with  the  interests  of  Chris- 
tiaoity.  Perhaps  I  would  go  as  far  as  that 
boo.  gentleman,  if  I  tliought  toleration  incon- 
sistent with  those  interests.  God  forbid !  1 
may  be  mistaken,  but  1  take  toleration  to  be  a 
psrt  of  religion.  I  do  not  know  which  I  wooM 
sacrifice ;  1  would  keep  them  both ;  it  is  not 
Bccessary  I  should  sacrifice  either.  I  do  not 
like  the  idem  of  tolerating  the  doctrines  of  Epi- 
curus: but  nothing  in  the  world  prspagaics 
them  so  miicli  as  the  oppression  of  the  poor,  of 
the  honest,  and  candid  disciples  of  the  religion 
^e  profesa  in  common,  1  mean  revealed  reli- 
gioa  *,  nothVng-sooner  makn  them  take  a  short 


and  certain  at  some  period  to  burst  and 
scatter  destruction  on  all  within  its  readi* 
What,  Sir,  is  liberty  by  connivance,  but  a 
temporary  relaxation  of  slavery  ?  Is  this 
the  sort  of  liberty -calculated  for  the  meri- 
dian of  England  ?    Montesquieu  places 


cutout  of  the  bondage  of  sectarian  vexation  into 
open  and  direct  infidelity,  than  tormenting  men 
for  every  difference.  My  opinion  is,  that  in 
establiahmg  the  Christian  religion  wherever  you 
find  it,  curiosity  or  research  is  its  best  security ; 
aod  in  this  way  a  man  is  a  ^reat  deal  better 
justified  in  saying,  tolerate  all  kinds  of  con- 
sciences, than  m  imitating  the  heathens,  whom 
the  hon.  gentleman  quotes,  in  tolerating  those, 
who  have  none.  I  am  not  over  fond  of  calling 
for  the  secular  arm  upon  these  misguided,  or 
misgniding,  men ;  but  if  ever  it  ought  to  be 
raised,  it  ought  surely  to  be  raised  against 
these  very  men,  not  against  others,  whose  H« 
berty  of  relisfion  you  make  a  pretext  for  pro* 
ceedings,  which  3 rite  them  into  the  bondage 
of  impiety.  What  figure  do  I  make  in  saying, 
1  do  not  attack  the  works  of  these  atheistical 
writers,  but  I  will  keep  a  rod  hanging  over  the 
conscientious  man,  their  bitterest  enemy,  1)0'- 
canse  these  atheists  may  take  advantage  of  the 
liberty  of  their  foes  to  introduce  irreligionP 
The  best  book,  that  ever,  perhaps,  has  been 
written  against  these  people,  is  that,  in  which 
the  author  has  collected  in  a  body  the  whole 
of  the  infidel  code,  and  has  brought  the  writers 
into  one  body  to  cot  them  all  off  together. 
This  was  done  by  a  dissenter,  who  never  did 
subscribe  the  39  Articles— Dr.  Leland.  But 
if,  after  all,  this  danger  is  to  be  apprehended, 
if  yon  are  really  fearful  that  Christianity  will 
indirectly  suffer  by  this  liberty,  you  have  my 
free  consent ;  go  directly,  and  by  the  straight 
way,  and  not  by  a  circuit,  in  which  in  your 
road  you  may  destroy  your  friends,  point  your 
arms  against  these  toen,  who  do  the  mischief 
yon  fear  promoting :  point  your  arms  against 
men,  who,  not  contented  with  endeavouring  to. 
turn  yonr  eyes  from  the  blaze  and  efful||[encs 
of  light,  by  which  life  aod  immortality  is  so 
gloriously  demonstrated  by  the  Gospel,  would 
even  extinguish  that  faint  glimmermf  of  na* 
ture,  that  only  comfort  supplied  to  ignorant 
man  before  this  great  illumination — them,  who 
by  attacking  even  the  possibility  of  all  revela- 
tion, arraij^n  all  tlie  dispensations  of  Providence 
to  man.  These  are  the  wicked  dissenters  you 
ought  to  fear ;  these  are  the  people,  against 
whom  you  ought  to  aim  the  shiiA  of  the  Uw  | 
these  are  the  men,  to  whom,  arrayed  in  all  the 
terrors  of  government,  I  would  ssy,  yop  shall 
not  degrade  us  into  brutes ;  these  men,  these 
factious  men,  as  the  hon.  gentleman  properly 
called  them,  are  the  just  objects  of  vengeance^ 
not  the  conscientious  dissenter ;  these  men, 
who  would  take  away,  whatever  ennobles  the 
rank  or  consoles  the  misfortunes  of  human 
nature,  by  breaking  off  that  connexion  of  ob* 
Bs,  of  affections»  of  hopes  and  foai% 
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liberty  in  an  exemption  from  fisar*  Are 
persons  who  enjoy  it  by  connivance  only, 
lure  they».  Sir,  exempt  from  fear  and  di- 
vested of  apprehension?  The  very  Bill 
before  us  aemonstrates  the  contrary. 
Granting  that  the  dissenters  do  now  enjoy 
a  sort  of  liberty  by  connivance;  a  liberty 
which  has  this  for  its  dependance  is  prer 
carious — ^may  exist  to-day  and  be  annihi- 
lated to-morrow ;  it  therefore  creates 
alarms  in  the  minds  of  men,  and  makes 
them  apply,  as  in  the  case  before  us,  for 
a  confirmation  and  establishment  of  that, 
the  precarious  tenure  of  which  renders  the 
possession  uncertain. 
•  To  talk.  Sir,  of  a  connivance,  is  to  talk 
•nly  of  a  temporary  suspension  of  tyranny. 


which  bind  us  to  the  Divinity,  and  oonstitule 
the  glorious  and  clistioguishiDg  prerogative  of 
humanity,  that  of  being  a  religious  creature ; 
agaioat  tbete  1  would  have  the  laws  rise  in  all 
their  BBaietty  of  terrors,  to  fulmioate  aucb  vaio 
'  noil  impious  wretches,  aod  to  awe  them  iuto 
liMMilcDoe  by  the  only  dread  they  can  fear  or 
belioFe,  to  learn  that  elerual  lesson — *  Otscate 
justitiam  moniti,  et  non  temuere  Di?os.' 

««  At  the  same  time  that  1  would  cut  up  the 
very  root  of  atheism,  I  would  respect  all  eoo- 
■eience ;  all  conecience,  that  is  really  auoh,  and 
wliidi  perhaps  its  very  tenderness  proves  to  be 
•iooeiv.  I  wish  lo  see  the  established  church 
of  England  great  and  powerful ;  I  wish  to  see 
ber  fouodatioiis  laid  low  and  deep,  that  she 
way  crash  the  giant  powers  of  rebellious  dark- 
Bcas ;  f  would  have  her  bead  raised  up  lo  that 
Heaven,  lo  wliich  she  conductajus.  1  would 
have  her  open  wide  her  hospitable  gates  by  a 
noble  and  libecal  comprehension ;  but  I  would 
have  oo  breachca  in  her  wall  $  1  would  have 
her  cherish  all  thotie,  who  are  within,  and  pity 
•11  those,  who  are  without ;  I  would  have  her 
•  common  blessing  to  the  world,  an  example, 
if  not  ap  instructor,  io  those,  who  have  not  the 
happiness  to  behmg  to  her ;  I  would  have  her 
give  a  lesMm  of  peaoe  to  mankind,  that  a  vexed 
and  wanderiug  generation  might  be  taught  to 
•etk  for  repoee  and  toleration  in  the  maternal 
bosom  of  Christian  charity,  and  not  in  the  bar- 
lot  lap  of  infidelity  and  indifference.  Nothing 
has  driven  people  more  into  that  house  of  se- 
tlnetion  than  the  mutual  hatred  of  Christian 
congregations.  Long  may  we  enjoy  our 
ebuTch  under  a  learned  and  edifying  episoo* 
paoy.  Bat  epiacopacy  may  fail,  and  religion 
exist.  The  meet  horrid  and  cruel  blow,  that 
can  be  offered  to  civil  society,  is  throngh  athe- 
ism. Do  not  promote  diverpiiy ;  when  you  have 
ft,  bear  it ;  hate  as  many  sorts  of  religion  as  yeu 
find  in  your  country  ;  there  is  a  reasonable  war- 
•htp  in  tbem  all.  The  others,  the  infidels,  are 
outlaws  of  the  eeMtitntion  ;'O0t  of  this  country, 
hut  of  the  human  raoe.  They  are  never,  never 
tube  aepported,  never le  be  telcimted.  Under 
Ihesyslsmatioatlacks  of,ihese  people,  Iseeeoose 


You  are  desirous  of  keeping  the  rod  hang- 
ing over  the  heads  of  the  dissenten,  at 
the  very  instant  that^ou  assure  tbem  tbey 
9ball  never  smart  uo^r  its  stripes.  Why, 
then,  Sir,  not  at  once  set  their  hearts  at 
rest  by  removing  the  impending  danger} 
Why  not  release  them  from  the  dreu  of 
these  penal  statutes,  the  cruelty  of  which 
so  shocks  your  generous  natures,  that 
you  think  it  incumbent  on  ;^oo  to  declare 
they  never  shall  be  put  in  execution. 
The  question,  Sir,  answers  itself ;  and  to 
cavQ  at  its  propriety  is  to  carp  at  truth, 
and  elude  conviction. 

Much,  Sv,  has  been  urged  respecting 
the  want  of  unanimity  amongst  toe  dis- 
senters ;  but  I  should  appreh^d,  that  the 
reasonableness  of  a  request,  and  not  the 


of  the  props  of  good  government  already  bcfb 
to  fail;  1  see  propagated  principles,  vhich 
will  not  leave  to  religion  even  a  tokralion.  I 
see  myself  sinking  every  day  under  the  tttidB 
of  these  wretched  people*-IIow  shsll  I  vn 
myself  against  them?  By  uniting  all  tbofe  iB 
afection^  who  are  united  in  the  belief  sfl^ 
great  prtnciplea  of  the  Godhead,  that  made  io4 
auatains  the  world. '  They,  who  hold  revelali«, 
give  double  assuranoe  to  their  country.  Era 
the  man,  who  does  not  hold  raveUtion,  yet  wbo 
wishes  tliat  it  were  proved  lo  him,  who  e^ 
serves  a  pious  silence  with  regard  to  it,  f neb  a 
man,  though  not  a  Chriatisn,  is  gorerscd  ky 
religious  princitiles.  Let  him  be  tolerated  ii 
this  country.  Let  it  be  but  a  serioot  religioD, 
natural  or  revealed,  take  what  you  can  g«; 
cherish,  bbw  up  the  slightest  spark.  Ooedi; 
it  may  be  a  pure  and  holy  flame.  By  t^ 
proceeding  yon  form  an  alliance,  offemiveeH 
defensive,  against  those  great  ministers  of  dark- 
ness in  the  world,  who  are  endesvouriog  ^ 
shake  all  the  works  of  God  established  in  onier 
and  beauty^Perhaps  1  am  carried  too  far ;  bat 
it  is  in  the  road,  into  which  the  boo.  gentiemai 
has  led  me.  The  hon.  gentleman  would  i»r< 
us  fight  this  cenMeracy  of  the  powers  of  dirk- 
neaa  with  the  single  arm  of  the  chweh  of  Be- 
laud ;  would  have  us  not  only  fight  agaisA  in- 
fidelity,  but  fight  at  the  same  time  with  all  tbc 
laith  m  the  worid  except  our  own.  In  ^ 
moment  we  make  a  front  against  the  oomnwo 
enemy,  we  have  to  oombat  with  all  those,  vbe 
are  the  natuml  friends  of  ow  cause.  Strong 
as  we  are,  we  are  not  equal  to  thia.  The  cave 
of  the  chuivh  of  JSogland  is  included  in  m 
of  rdigisn,  net  that  of  religion  io  thecbsrob 
of  Bogland.  I  wiU  stood  up  at  all  tiai«f<^ 
the  righta  of  conscience,  as  it  is  each,  sot  w 
ils-particular  modes  against  iu  feneial  v^' 

eis.  One  may  be  right,  anotbor  ^^^!' 
tif  1  have  morentrengtb  than  my  brother,  n 
shall  be  empleyed  to  support,  aot  ^V^^Z 
weaknem;  if  I  have  more  light,  it  shall  t^ 
used  to  guide,  aot  io  dsMle  him* 
♦       ♦.*-%♦       *" 
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Aumben  who  prefer  it.  Is  the  tiin^  which 
ought  to  determtoe  thw  Houise  iki  its  pro*> 
ceedingsMd  resolves:  tor  how  can  the 
ophrioDB  of  those  who  petition  militate 
widi  9hj  sort  of  propriety  againtftthe  Bill  ? 
Two  bodies  df  tnen  approach  the  House, 
and  prostrate  themselves  at  your  bar: 
'*  We  cannot  in  conscience/*  say  the  one, 
**  agree  to  the  tests  imposed ;  we  ask  not 
honours;  we  have  no  aspiring  wishes;  no 
views  upon  tbe  purple ;  the  mitre  has  no 
charms  for  us;  nor  aim  we  at  the  chief 
cathedral  seats ;  content  to  pass  our  days 
in  an  humble  state,  we  pray  for  the  sake 
of  him  who  is  the  Lord  of  Conscience, 
that  our  consciences  may  be  relieved  from 
what  at  present  is  a  burthen ;  nor  that, 
assuming  the  garb  of  hypocrites,  we  may 
be  longer  forced  to  bear  this  burthen,  or 
be  treated  as  vagrants  for  acting  agree- 
ably to  the  dictates  of  sincerity  and  inter- 
nal rectitude."  *•  We,  on  the  contrary,** 
say  the  men  who  petition  against  the  dis- 
senters, "  We  enjoy  every  species  of  in- 
dulgence we  can  wbh  for ;  and  as  we  are 
content,  we  pray  that  others  who  are  not 
content  may  meet  with  no  relief!** 
What,  Sir,  snail  we  say  tp  these  reptiles  ? 
*  What,  but '  arrangez  vous,  canaille  1* 

Great  pains,  Sir,  have  been  taken  to 
make  us  believe  that  the  clergy  of  the  es- 
tablished church  are  alarmed ;  but  what 
signs  of  such  alarm  have  appeared  ?  Has 
either  of  the  Universities  opposeid  tills 
Bill  ?  Have  the  church  dignitaries  peti- 
tioned against  it  ?  No,  Sir ;  as  men,  they 
hold  the  rights  of  humanity  too  dear ;  and 
as  Christians,  they  breathe  a  spirit  too  to- 
lerant, not  to  wish  a  total  abolition  of  t(ie 
relics  of  ecclesiastical  tyranny.  Are  we, 
then,  to  be  dissuaded  from  granting  relief 
because  apedtion  comes  dated  mm  the 
Lines  of  Chatham  M  should  bhish  to  see 
such  a  prodaetion  quoted  as  irathority  by 
which  British  senators  Were  guided  in 
their  decisions. 

As  to  what  the  hon.  gentleman  (sir  W. 
Bagot)  let  fall  concerning  toleration 
being  fin  attack  upon  Christianity ;  it  is  an 
aasertito  so  contrary  to  truth  and  history 
that  it  scarcely  stands  in  need  of  refuta- 
tion. By  toleration  Chrntianity  flourish- 
^;  whilst  the  eastern  and  western 
churches  were  tolerant  they  were  illus- 
trious ;  they  were  venerated ;  they  were 
field  in  sacred  estimation.  When  the 
Komiish  jchurch  cast  aside  its  toleration, 
and  betook  itself  to  threatenings,  slaughter, 
and  ^rsecotion,  commotions  ensued; 
•cdesiastic  anarchy  prevailed;  and  the 


ki^igdom  of  darkness  was  erected  on  th* 
ruins  of  Christian  charity  and  mutual  for« 
bearance :  instead  of  combating  the  com« 
ason  foe.  Christians  fought  and  combatecl 
each  other ;  instead  of  taking  arms  against 
the  Grand  Deceiver,  they  strove,  by  every 
deoeptious  art,  to  harass  and  torment 
those  whom  they  ought  to  have  loved  aa 
brethren.  In  short,  Sir,  the  want  of  toIe« 
ration  has  lessened  the  number  of  be* 
lievers :  I  would  have  them  all  united, 
that  they  might  be  the  better  enabled  to 
make  a  common  cause,  and  put  infidels  to  a 
total  rout.  These,  Sir,  are  the  men ;  these* 
sceptics  are  the  persons  against  whom 
your  penal  laws  should  be  directed ;  they 
are  monsters  actually  destructive;  yet 
you  let  them  escape ;  yi»u  clip  not  their 
broad  pinions,  whilst  you  tear  piece- medl 
the  silken  wings  of  some  feeble  harmlesH 
insect  who  falls  ink)  your  dutches. 

Away,  Sir,  with  sudh  absurdity!  The 
sceptics,  who  labour  to  degrade  us  below 
the  brutes;  the  sceptics,  who  would  fain 
persuade  us  that  we  are  inferior  to  those 
animals  which  wallow  in  a  stye;  thescep* 
ties,  who  sap  the  foundation  of  all  mora* 
Kty  and  social  virtue ;  who  daringly  at- 
tempt to  plunder  us  of  the  dearest  privN 
ieee  annexed  to  manhood,  that  of  being  a 
religious  animal;  the  sceptics,  who,  by 
ridiculing  revelation,  set  at  nought  the 
various  dispensations  of  the  Godhead  to 
his  creature  mtt^:  these,  Sir,  are  th^ 
Pythons  against  whom  Christians  should 
be  armed;  but  amongst  themselves  tole* 
ration  cannot  be  carried  to  too  great  a 
length;  nor  is  there  any  danger  that 
Christianity  should  suffer  by  such  a  tole- 
ration. Ask  you  what  is  left  to  defend  it  i 
I  answer,  the  strongest  defence  imaginab 
ble ;  the  learning,  the  wit,  and  the  geniut 
of  its  advocates.  To  whom  has  Christia- 
nity been  most  indebted  for  the  com* 
pletest  victory  it  ever  gained  over  the 
whole  body  of  deistical  writers  ?  To  a  mnq 
who  never  did,  nor  I  am  sure  ever  would 
have  subscribed  the  Articles.  Th^e  learned 
writer  I  allude  to  is  Dr.  Leland,  who,  ia 
his  <«  View  of  the  Deistical  Writers,**  haa 
rendered  Christianity  an  essential  servicCi 
if  so  divine  a  system  could  receive  assist- 
ance from  mortal  hands. 

Shr;  as  to  the  toleration  afforded  by 
heathenism,  I  am  yet  to  learn  that  it  went 
so  far  as  the  hon.  gentleman  seem^  to 
think,  for  those  who  were  admitted  within 
the  pale  of  the  heathen  church  were  at 
least  required  to  assist  in  the  performance 
of  Uie  religious  rites,  those  to  Bacchui^ 
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and  some  others.  Such  aconformitj  was 
necessary,  and  perhaps  in  every  establish- 
ment it  IS  the  only  conformity  the  magis* 
trate  has  a  right  to  exact;  for  I  take  the 
reverse  of  our  mode  of  proceeding  to  be  the 
just  one ;  the  constraint  should  be  put  not 
80  much  upon  the  doctrinal  as  the  ritual 
part  of  religion,  a  conformity  in  the  latter 
oeiog  the  chief  thing  requisite  for  the  sup- 
port of  a  religious  establishment  connect* 
ed  with  the  state.  But,  Sir,  the  tderation 
the  learned  gent,  speaks  of  as  esiercised  to- 
wards the  Epicureans,  proves  nothing  to 
the  purpose ;  for  being  atheists,  and  believ- 
ing nothing,  they  wbidd  have  subscribed  to 
any  and  every  thing ;  persecution,  there- 
fore, would  no^  have  reached  them ;  nor 
would  any  articl]ps,  any  human  tests,  how 
well  soever  contrived,  have  kept  them  as 
they  ought  to  have  been  kept,  dbtinct 
from  the  believing  part  of  their  species. 

I  trust,  Sir,  I  am  penetrated  with  as  deep 
a  sens^  of  the  benefits  derived  to  us  from 
the  birth  of  a  Saviour  as  any  man  within 
these  walls ;  I  trust  I  would  go  as  far  as 
iiny  man  in  maintaining  the  essential  arti- 
cles of  Christianity ;  I  also  fancy.  Sir,  the 
Church  of  England  has  not  a  firmer  friend 
.than  myself;  I  wish  her  illustrious ;  I  wish 
her  head  may  reach  that  heaven  to  which 
•he  would  conduct  us !  But  I  would  also 
wish  her  family  as  numerous  as  possible  ; 
I  would  wish  a  brotherly  affection  to  pre- 
vail amongst  her  oispring ;  I  would  have 
Christians  united;  I  would  hav^  them 
join  in  every  attempt  to  crush  the  powers 
of  darkness,  and  trample  under  foot  the 
foe  to  God  and  man.  Like  a  mother  ten- 
der of  her  children,  I  would  have  the 
church,  with  wide  extended  arms,  clasp  to 
lier  bosom  her  believine  sons ;  nor  by  un- 
natural austerity  repudiate  her  o&pring, 
and  tempt  them  to  seek  for  ease,  for  plea- 
sure, and  for  conif<»rt,  in  the  harlot  lap  of 
infidelity.  ' 

Sir  Roger  Nemdigate : 

I  am  as  much  for  toleration  as  any 
man  in  this  House^  and  cannot  think  the 
dissenters  have  cause  to  con^plain  for 
want  of  it  In  every  well  governed  state 
there  must  be  bounds  set  to  toleration; 
and  when  those  bounds  are  marked  and 
Jcnown,  those  who  will  not  confine  them- 
selves within  their  limits  have  no  reason 
to  plead  for  their  extension.  No  man 
surely  will  contend  for  a  toleration  detri- 
mental either  to  the  church  or  state.  No 
man  in  this  kingdom  is  debarred  the  right 
of  private  judgment  in  matters  of  religion, 


provided  he  broaches  no  doctrioes  by 
which  the  foundations  of  morality  and 
civil  government  ace  affected.  Every 
Protestant  publicly  exercises  widioutoon* 
troul  the  privilege  of  worshipping  God  in 
what  itianner  he  thinks  is  most  accepta- 
ble. And  greater  toleration  no  man, 
whose  views  are  purely  spiritual,  can  wish. 
I  am  therefore,  at  the  same  time  that  I 
profess  myself  a  friend  to  legal  toleration) 
entirely  against  innovations.  The  nation 
in  an  established  church,  and  an 


established  form  of  government,  and  1 
frankly  own  I  am  for  admitting  no  altera- 
tion in  either. 

Sir  IV.  Bagot  again  rose,  and  said  he 
would  make  a  proposal  to  the  advocatei 
for  the  Bill,  which  was,  that  previous  to 
going  into  a  committee,  they  snould  point 
out  such  books  of  scripture  as  they  deem* 
ed  canonical.    On  this 

Sir  W.  Meredith  said  ; 

The  hon.  gentleman's  proposal 
tempts  roe  to  relate  to  him  a  story.  Arch* 
bishop  Teaison  conceived  a  design  of 
beginning  a  reformation  in  the  Liturgy. 
Previous  to  his  putting  it  in  execution,  it 
was  proposed  to  him  to  reject  either  the 
book  of  Bel  and  the  Dragon,  or  the  book 
of  Daniel,  out  of  the  number  of  the  ca- 
nonical books,  it  being  impossible  for  the 
stories  contained  in  both  to  be  true.  So  far, 
Sir,  in  answer  to  the  gentlemau's  proposal. 
—-By  way  of  retort  to  several  invidious  re* 
flections,  whTcli  during  the  course  of  thii 
day's  debate  have  been  cast  upon  the  pe- 
tition I  had  the  honour  to  bring  in,  I  shall 
only  say,  that  I  am>  content  to  suffer,  in 
common  with  those  concerned,  every 
species  of  disgrace  arising  from  the  mea- 
sure. Sir,  the  sincerity  of  some  of  the 
eentlemen  who  signed  that  petition  has 
been  reflected  up<m ;  I  shall  say  but  one 
word  in  answer  to  the  reflection.  One 
gentleman  who  signed  the  petition  (Dr. 
Chambers)  has  lately  refusea  as  consider- 
able a  promotion  as  any  private  man  need 
wish  for,  because,  consistently  with  his 
principles,  he  could  not  subscribe  the 
Articles. 

Mr.  Duntze  and  Mr.  Grey  next  spoke 
in  favour  of  the  Bill ;  and,  in  the  couree 
of  the  debate,  an  assertion  having  fallen 
from  one  of  the  members,  that  there  vas 
now  no  occasion  ,to  repeal  or  set  aside 
such  of  the  penal  laws  as  affected  the  dis- 
senters, because  they  were  not  put  in  csa- 
cution,  tf     . 

A  Member  said.— Sir;  as  I  understand 
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the  case,  Aere  ^re  bqt  two  periods  w^vetn 
a  bif  c^  bo  repealed,  or  set  aside ;  the 
one  IS  when  its  grievaoce  is  |;enendlr 
compmmed  <yf  ima  ftlt,  the  other  when  it 
lies  dormaq^y  and  is  not  deemed  fit  to  be 
pat  into  execution.  The  temper  of  the 
timely  Sir,  most  always  be  considered: 
would  it  not  have  beep  toHy  to  have  talked 
of  repealing  the  statute  Pe  Heretico 
Comburendo  in  the  days  of  qtieen  Mary  > 
Would  it  not  have  been  folly  to  have 
talked  of  repealing  the  statute  by  virtue  of 
which  old  women,  supposed  to  be  witches, 
auflered  death  ?  We  Know  that  there  was 
a  time  when  it  was  universally  believed 
tot  a  poor  old  woman  could  bewitch 
people,  and  fly  across  the  air  on  a  broom- 
sticL  We  also  Jcnoiv  that  90  conscientious, 
80  worthy  a  man  as  lord  Hale,  condemned 
a  woman  to  death  who  was  arraigned  for 
witchcraft.  When  a  doctrine  is  believed, 
however  erroneous,  then  is  not  the  time  to 
talV  of  repealing  such  laws  as  relate  to  it 
With  respect  to  the  di^sen^ers,  to  ^ay  that 
tiiej  enjoy  a  liberty  by  connivance^  is  to 
tay  they  scarcely  en^oy  any  liberty  at  aH. 
The  Hugonot9  in  France  are  connived  at ; 
their  ministers  preach  publicly  to  them, 
but  they  do  it  at  their  peril,  for  the  state 
nay  hang  them  for  so  doing,  and  the  po- 
licy of  the  court  i^  their  only  indemnifica- 
tion. 

Mr.  George  Omhw,  Sir,  I  otily  rise  to 
reotifjr  fi  mistake  which  several  members 
may  labour  under,  relative  to  the  persons 
who  signed  the  petition  from  Chatham. 
They  are  not  what  they  call  themsdves, 
cither  ministers  or  dissenters;  they  are 
harmless  Methodists,  at  thje  head  of  whom 
is  one  captain  Joss»  who  preaches  in  the 
Tabernacle,  I'ottenhaqa  Court;  but,  as 
bis  name  was  so  weH  known,  fearing  a 
discovery,  he  wo^ld  not  venture  to  sign 
(he  petition  ;  neither.  Sir,  are  these  per- 
tons  mmisters  regularly  ordained,  either 
Jn  the  Ptesbyterian  or  Episcopal  urajr; 
Aey  feel  a  caH  within  to  preaeh  the 
^Q8pel»  and  hence  j^ve  thei^selveji  the 
ft^pettatioo  of  ministers. 

A  Mepaber  baving  asserted,  that  the 
**  dissenters  them^lves  required  the  ^outh 
h  their  apadenrie?  to  subscribe  a  certafn 
*crt  f  fiir  H.  Hoghtdn  assured  the  House, 
*bat  the  aaaertion  w|w  false ;  for  that  such 
ft  measure  was  ^d^ed  at  only  one  dis- 
•entiog  academy,  tne  ma^  of  which  hvA 
signed  the  petition  a^in^  the  Bill 
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The  question  being  put,  that  Mr, 
opeaker  do  now  leave  tne  chair;  the 
Hoose  divided.    The  Hoes  went  fort*. 
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v«  A  e  t  M*"'  Charles  James  Pox  >  ^-^ 
^'^^  J  Sir  Henry  Hoghtpn  -  J  ^^ 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

March  35.  Petitions  from  the  minis^ 
ters  and  congregations  pf  Protestant  Dis* 
aenters  residing  in  and  near  Liverpool,  at 
Bolton  in  Lancashire,  at  Exeter,  at  Durs-^ 
ley,  and  Wotlon-under-edge  in  Glocester* 
shire,  were  presented  to  the  House  and 
read;  petting  forth,  That  as  a  Bill  was 
depending  for  an  alteration  to  be  made  in 
subscription  to  the  Articles  of  the  church 
of  England,  which,  if  passed  into  a  law, 
tbey  apprehended  would  undermine  th» 
establistiment  of  religion  in  this  kingdom 
under  the  Act  of  Toleration ;  they  therefor^ 
prayed,  that  Ae  saU  Bill  itoight  not  pas9 
mto  a  law.  After  these  petitions  werei 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table, 

Mr.  ChamhcrSf  the  Vinertan  professor 
at  Oxford;  was  caHedin,  being  tne  coon-^ 
sel  appointed  to  plead  against  the  Bilk 
The  purport  of  u\e  arguments  which  her 
alleged  in  feyouv  of  his  cUents  was  as  fol« 
lows ! 

He  laid  down  this  position,  llhat  the 
magistrate  had  a  right,  nay,  ^at  it  wa^ 
his  indispensable  duty  so  hr  to  exerciser 
his  authority  in  matters  of  opinion,  as  t» 
take  care  that  no  tenets  should  be 
broached  subverMve  of  the  oeace  and 
order  of  the  state.  He  conteneed,  that  fi 
man  was  at  4iberty  to  entertain  what  opl- 
nions  he  pleased,  though  not  at  liberty  t^ 
propagate  those  opinions,  if  erroneoust 
and  ^erefore  he  urged  tlie  necessity  of 
some  human  teats,  as  a  security  to  the 
mi^^strate  previous  to  a  license  beinr 
granted,  whereby  a  person  was  quailifieS 
to  commence  public  teacher.  This  na- 
tundly  led  to  an  investigation  of  the  tesi 
proposed  by  the  friends  of  the  Bill,  as  • 
substitute  n>r  the  subscription  at  present 
requtre«l  to  the  Articles.  Tlie  counsel  in 
consequence  read  the  test,  which  is  am 
MloW^ :  "  I,  A.  B.  declare,  that  I  ana  • 
Protestant,  and  l^at  I  do  most  sincerely 
believe  the  doetriqes  contained  in  the 
'HoI^  Scriptures.''  On  this  test  the  coun- 
sel remarked,  that  being  a  Piretestant 
might  mean  .no  jnore  than  that  a  men  wa# 
.n^  a  papist.  To  prpve  this,  he  gave 
Bayle  as  an  instance:  when  Bayle  wai 
asked  by  a  cardinal,  what  religion  h^ 
really  professed,  **  I  am,  seplied  he,  t 
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Protestant ;  for  I  protest  tgaiost  all  that  is 
doing,  and  I  dissent  from  every  thing  that 
IS  done." 

With  respect  to  declaring  an  unfeigned 
assent  to  th«  Holy  Scriptures,  this  he  said 
was  a  most  vague,  unsatisfactory,  and  Je- 
suitical declaration  ;  for,  until  the  gentle- 
men declared  what  were  the  precise  names 
of  the  books  comprehended  under  the 
term  of  the  Holy  Scriptures,  until  this 
Uras  done^  a  Mahometan,  he  said,  might 
subscribe  the  test  with  as  much  propriety 
as  any  Christian  amongst  us.  He  in- 
^  stanced  the.  case  of  the  Socinians,  with 
whom  a  Turkish  embassador,  in  the  reien 
•f  Charles  2,  had  declared  his  entire 
agreement.  As  to  what  might  be  called 
^he  Scriptures,  he  said,  that  it  was  noto- 
rious the  Samaritans  acknowledged  only 
the  Pentateuch,  or  five  books  of  Moses; 
and  that  there  had  scarcely  been  an 
epistle,  nor  even  gospel,  now  admitted 
ipto  the  canon  of  Scripture,  but  what  had 
formerly  been  questioned  as  to  its  authen- 
ticity. As  surreptitious  gospels  had  been 
spread  abroad,  and  divers  pia/raudes  had 
t^een  committed  by  former  heresiarchs  of 
various  denominations,  and  as  practices 
dangerous  to  society  had  been  occasioned 
by  an  allowance  of  forgeries  for  genuine 
scripture,  or  a  wrone  interpretation  of 
books,  the  divine  authenticity  of  which 
tl^ere  ^vas  every  reason  to  believe ;  as  this 
had  been  forknerly  the  case,  it  rendered  it 
npw  peculiarly  necessary,  previous  to  the 
admittance  of  so  vague  a  test  as  was  pro- 
posed, to  know  what  canon  of  Scripture 
the  gentlemen  admitted  as  divine,  and 
proceeding  from  the  all-perfect  Au^or  of 
Truth. 

Mr.  Chambers  then  quoted  the  assertion 
of  Chillingworth,  «<  (hat  the  Bible  was  the 
religion  of  Protestants ;"  and  from  a  short 
sketch  of  certain  religious  wars,  carried 
on  in  Germa;iy  and  elsewhere,  he  inferred 
the  liableness  of  zealots  to  pervert  the  true 
.  sense  of  Scripture,  and  foist  it  in  as  a  sup- 
porter of  their  absurdities,  and  abettor  of 
their  erroneous  practices.  From  the  same 
Bible  a  Quaker  will  reject  all  sacraments, 
and  a  Papist  will  believe  in  seven ;  one 
man  will  prove  the  divine  right  of  kings, 
another  will  plead  for  the  extirpation  of 
monarchy;  some  would  contend  for  the  do- 
minion i)f  grace,  in. which  the  righteous 
•nly  were  entitled  to  the  property  of  the 
earth ;  others  would  infer,  from  abostohc 
example,  that  all  things  should  be  held  in 
comfnon.  As  an  instance  of  the  absur- 
dity 9£  leaving  men  to  be  the  carvers  not 


only  of  a  religion  for  themselTei,  but  of  a 
religion  for  others  also,  Mr.  Chamben 
quoted  an  anecdote,  with  which  the  cele- 
brated bishop  Berkeley  favoured  the 
world.  *'  There  "were  a  fiither  and  two 
sons,  who,  dissenting  from  all  establish- 
ments, were  determined  to  found  a  church 
of  their  own.  They  at  first  were  perfectly 
agreed  in  their  religious  tenets ;  but  in  a 
little  time  differed,  the  father  from  hUtwo 
sons,  and  the  two  sons  from  each  other. 
In  consequence  of  this  dissention,  thej 
became  implacable  enemies,  each  quotbe 
the  Bible  in  support  of  his  opiaions,  and 
each  uttering  the  bitterest  reproacbei 
against  the  other  for  not  believing  the 
Scriptures."  Now  here,  said  the  counsel, 
was  the  consequence  of  a  departure  from 
human  tests !  Instead  of  founding  one 
church,  the  thing  first  intended,  herewert 
*  quot  homines  tot  ecclesiae.' 

He  contended,  that  as  the  advocates  for 
the  Bill  refused  to  subscribe  the  Articlei, 
it  was  a  presumptive  proof  that  they  dis- 
believed them  ;  and  as  the  Articles  were 
allowed  to  contain  a  transcript  of  the  es- 
sential doctrines  of  Christianity,  a  stronger 
presumption  lay  against  the  gentlemen 
not  believing  some  of  the  essential  doc- 
trines of  Christianity.  He  instanced  that 
of  the  ever-blessed  Trinity,  upon  the  ac- 
knowledgement of  which,  he  said,  the  ac- 
knowledgement of  tlie  whole  scheme  of 
our  redemption  was  founded. 

Mr.  Chambers  next  observed,  thit 
though,  afler  touching  upon  a  subject  ia 
itself  so  tremendous,  it  might  notseets 
proper  to  descend  to  an  affair  concerniDg 
human  property ;  yet  he  begged  leave  to 
mention,  that  there  was  a  case  wherein, 
should  the  Bill  pass,  the  Protestant  dis- 
senters, who  petitioned  against.it,  might 
be  deprived  of  a  bequest  to  the  amount  of 
500/.  One  Mr.  Coward,  it  seems,  having 
lefl  that  sum  as  an  annual  legacy,  to  cer- 
tain persons,  to  defray  the  expences  at- 
tending the  ii/structing  and  educating  s 
certain  number  of  youth  in  the  religioui 
principles  held  by  those  Protestant  dis- 
senters who  subscribed  the  Articles.  He 
then  recq)itulated  the  foregoing  argu- 
ments, and  laying  before  the  House  a 
concise  summary  of  the  whole,  be  de* 
ducedas  a  consequent,  that  the  Bill  ought 
not  to  pass ;  and  concluded  with  this  quo- 
tation from  Cicero,  *  Idem  velle,  atque 
idem  nolle,  ea  demum  firma  amicitia.'-- 
After  he  had  withdrawn, 

Sir  //.  HogfUon  went  over  his  fbrmcf 
ground,  but  stepped  aside  to  remark,  that  ts 
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his  knowledge  the  persons  who  signed  the 
petitions  were  not  Protestant  dissenters, 
but  Methodists,  who  ef  en  would  not  have 
petitioned  against  the  Bill  had  not  they 
been  misinformed  as  to  its  tendency  and 
design,  which  they  were  taught  was  a 
scheme  projected  to  set  aside  the  Articles. 
Sir  H.  to  convince  the  House  that  some 
of  the  petkioners  were  not  what  they  call- 
ed themselves,  Protestant  dissenters,  said, 
that  one  of  the  petitioners  was  a  drummer 
in  the  Northamptonshire  militia,  who  oc- 
casionally exercised  his  talents  by  beating 
a  tattoo  upon  a  pulpit  instead  of  his' drum- 
head. Sir  Roger.  Newdigate  spoke  against 
the  Bill,  and  said  he  hoped  it  would  never 
pass  the  upper  House. 

Sir  George  SavUe  spoke  in  favour  of  the 
BilL  Talk  not  to  me,  said  he,  of  your 
metaphysical  niceties  and  scholastic  dis- 
tinctions; away  with  such  pedantic  stuff! 
a  single  expression  dropped  from  the  lips 
of  the  Founder  of  our  Faith,  is  worth  all 
the  homiKes,  all  the  articles  that  the  wit  of 
man  can  compose.  Read,  read  that  single 
Sermon  delivered  on  a  Mount,  and  learn 
from  thence  the  doctrinal  parts  of  your 
religion ;  peruse  the  Parable  of  the  good 
Samaritan,  catch  the  pious  flame,  and 
clasp  to  your  arms  each  Christian  as  your 
brother. 

Lord  John  Cavendish  spoke  also  in  sup- 
port of  the  Bill.  Sir  W.  Bagot  contended 
that  the  advocates  for  the  Bill  should  de- 
clare what  number  of  books  they  ranked 
among^tthe  canons  of  Scripture;  for,  con- 
cluded he,  as  a  Christian  I^  think  it  my 
duty  to  assent  to  no  law  *  injurious  to 
Christianity,  and  as  a  legislator  I  think  it 
proper  to  know  the  law  to  which  I  give 
my  assent. 

Sir  William  Dolben  spoke  also  against 
the  Bill,  and  said,  that  he  admired  the 
Sermon  on  the  Mount  as  much  as  any 
man,  but  that  he  trembled  for  the  fate  of 
that  Sermon,  should  the  Bill  pass;  for  there 
might  come  a  time  when  the  Scripture 
which  contained  it  would  be  struck  off 
the  libt  of  divine  writings;  but  indeed, 
concluded  he,  we  are  told  that  the  gates  of 
hell  shall  not  prevail  against  the  church ; 
so  that  it  is  not  any  foolish  acts  which  we 
can  pass  that  wiU  destroy  the  validity  of 
that  sentence. 

M^.  Page  said,  that  if  a  dread  of  the 
f enal  laws  was  the  only  thing  that  incited 
the  dissenters  to  bring  in  the  Bill,  he 
would  readily  agree  to  have  such  laws  re- 
pealed, which  would  remove  the  evil  with- 
oat  injuring  the  established  religion. 
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Mr.  Conway  replied  in  behalf  of  the  Bill, 
as  did  also  Mr.  T.  Townsheud.  The 
question  being  caHed  for. 

Sir  W.  Meredith  begged  the  indulgence 
of  the  House  for  a  few  moments ;  he  said 
that  since  an  hon.  member  had  expressed 
his  wish  that  tbe'Bill  might  be  thrown  out 
in  the  upper  House,  he  would  read  part 
of  a  paper  delivered  that  day  into  his  hand  *; 
it  contained,  he  said,  a  sentence  which  the 
bishop  of  London  let  fall  last  year  when 
the  Bill  was  thrown  out ;  the  sentence  was 
as  follows :  *<  Liberty  by  law  is  an  excel- 
lent thing,  but  lawless  liberty  is  a  curse.** 
Now,  said  Sir  William,  as  the  liberty  the 
dissenters  now  enjoy. is  by  connivance 
and  not  by  law,  it  comes  undfer  the  defini- 
tion of  lawless  liberty,  and  therefore,  ac- 
cording to  the  prelate,  is  a  *<  curse,"  from 
which  curse  tnis  Bill  means  to  relieve 
them. 

Sir  H.  Hoghton  then,  in  a  modest  yet 
manly  speech,  politely  thanked  the  House 
for  the  attention  with  which  he  had  been 
heard,  and  the  indulgence  which  had  beea 
shewn  him  through  every  stage  of  the  bu- 
siness. This  concluded  the  debate,  and 
the  question  being  put.  That  the  Bill  do 
pass ;  the  House  divided :  the  Yeas  went 
forth : 

tellers. 
Mr.  Onslow     -    - 
Sir  Henry  Hoghton 


Yeas 


Noes 


fSi 
IM 


Sir  William  Dolben 
Mr.  Page    -    -    - 


:} 
:} 


65 


U 


So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

The  Dissenters  Relief  Bill  rejected  by 
the  Lords.'}  April  2.  On  the  motion  to 
commit  the  Bill,  a  debate  arose.  The 
speakers  in  favour  of  the  Bill  were  the 
duke  of  Richmond,  lord  Mansfield,  lord 
Camden,  the  earl  of  Shelbume,  and  lord 
Ly  ttelton ;  against  it,  the  earl  of  Denbigh, 
lord  Bruce,  earl  Gower,  bishops  of  Lon- 
don and  Peterborough,  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor, earl  of  Suffolk,  duke  of  GrafVon,  and 
bishop  of  Lapdaff.  The  duke  of  Grafted 
made  great  concessions  m  its  favour. 
Upon  the  division,  the  contents  were  269 
non  contents  65,  without  proxies ;  includ- 
ing the  proxies,  contents  28,  non  con- 
tents 86.  The  peers  who  divided  for  the 
commitment  were,-  the  dukes  of  Rich- 
mond, Devonshire,  Portland,  Manches- 
ter, Northumberland,  Athol,  and  New- 
castle;  marouis  of  Rockingham;  earls  of 
Coventry,  Tankerville,  Talbot,  Hard- 
wicke,    Besborottgh,    Bockinghamahire, 
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l^orthinfftODy  and  Shelborne;  TiscouDts 
JSay  and  Seale,  and  Torrington;  lords 
Despencer,  Romney,  Lytteiton,  Man8- 
^eld,  Caradeni  Trevor,  and  Milton ;  and 
the  bishop  of  Lincoln.  The  two  proxiea 
^ere  earl  f'ltzwilUain  and  lord  Arcner, 

Debate  in  the  Commons  on  Mr.  DowdeS' 
toell's  BiU  for  the  Relief  of  the  Poor  in 
Vld  Age.2  March  5.  The  order  of  the 
day  being  read,  for  the  third  reading  of 
the  Billy  for  the  better  support  of  poor 
persons,  in  certain  circumstances,  by  en- 
abliog  parishes  to  grant  them  anouities 
for  lite,  upon  purchase,  and  under  certain 
restrictions, 

Mr.  Calvert  said :  Sir,  I  rise  to  oppose 
this  Bill  upon  the  same  principles  which 
induced  me  to  object  to  it  at  6rst ;  and 
notwithstanding  the  motives  of  the  hon. 
centleman  who  has  brought  this  matter 
before  us  are  unquestionably  hanmme,  yet 
t  am  persuaded,  it  will  not  answer  the  end 
he  expects  it  will.  If  it  has  any  effect,  it 
will  have  a  bad  one ;  but  I  do  not  think  it 
will  have  any ;  I  am  sure  it  cannot  have  9 
good  one.  It  will  encourage  idleness,  and 
be  serviceable  only  to  dron^es ;  it  will  bring 
the  country  people  acquainted  with  the 
funds;  a  knowledge  which,  above  all 
others,  I  never  wish  them  to  have ;  it  will 
bring  them  acqOunted  with  Exchange- 
aUey  and  brokers,  the  worst  people  they 
can  possibly  be  acquainted  with ;  and  the 
parish  officers,  diurchwardens,  and  over- 
seers, tempted  by  the  prospect  of  a  rise 
of  stocks,  will  niake  use  of  the  money  in 
their  trust ;  and  their  having  occasion  for 
afetornies  and  agents,  will  prodoce,  f\r^ 
auch  a  train  of  mischief,  as  must  infaHib^ 
terminate  in  their  ruin:  besides.  Sir,  the 
f«e  itself  is  an  insurmountable  objection. 
iSjt  fifty  for  men  to  give  up  th^r  em- 
ployments, and  rest  themselv^  under  the 
comforts  of  an  annuity !  Sir,  the  state  re- 
quires service  at  their  hands  after  they 
nave  arrived  at  that  period;  and.  I  am 
sure  there  are  many  or  us  in  this  House 
who  bave  passed  that  tige^  that  are  not  im- 
paired either  m  our  mental  or  intellectual 
faculties.  (  Here  the  House  laughed).  I 
do  not  mean  to  U^eat  this  subject  ludi- 
crously, but  seriously  to  object  to  it,  and 
wish  gentlemen  would  attend  to  it  before 
they  su€er  it  to  pass  into  a  law. 

Mr.  Morton  epdfie  also  against  the  Bill. 
Be  said  it  was  vestipg  too^reat  «  power 
in  the  I^nds  of  ch(irch-f»ardens,  overseen^ 
&c  ana  that  polls  in  abuifdance  .would  be 
<akei^  «nd  no  OM  g094  wimkl^3u^ 


MuDomdemM^  in  support  of  bis  BQl, 
replied  in  a  very  uMsterly  manner.  Hs 
stated  the  efficacy  and  general  advanta^ 
of  tbe  Bill ;  that*  instead  of  encouraging 
idleness,  it  would  produce  A  laudable  to- 
dustry  ;  that  it  would  relieve  the  distresi 
of  old  age,  and  be  a  comfortable  resouroa 
for  the  poor  and  honest  man ;  that  he  did 
not  boast  an  extraordinary  share  of  hu- 
manity in  his  temper,  but  his  diapotitiaa 
was  ever  to  alleviate  distress;  and  that  he 
had  repeatedly  seen,  with  anxiety  and 
concern,  old  men  with  families  obliged  ta 
work  six  ojr  eight  hours  in  a  coDtioutl 
rain ;  that  those  men  were  continualiy  sub- 
ject to  thp  different  chapges  of  the  wea* 
ther ;  and  that  the  profligate  and  abao- 
doned  would  not  avail  themselves  of  this 
law.  He  then  entered  into  the  impro* 
priety  of  opposing  the  Bill  in  its  last  stage. 
He  said,  that  he  had  moved  it  before  the 
holidays,  on.  purpose  to  give  gentlemea 
time  to  consider,  and  make  themselrei 
master  of  the  subject;  that  it  hadbitberto 
been  the  custom  of  parliament,  to  make 
the  objections  on  the  second  reading;  aad 
that  it  would  have  been  more  candid  aod 
generous  in  the  gentlemen  to  have  dooe 
so  in  the  present  instance ;  that  ooe  of 
them  attacked  it  on  the  report,  the  other 
at  the  conclusion,  and  which  he  did  oot 
look  upon  to  be  fair  treatment. 

A  Member,  Sir,  I  will. not  detain  the 
House  five  minutes ;  I  shall  only  ask  the 
hon.  gentleman  one  question,  and  which 
will  go  to  the  very  root  of  his  Bill.  1  aoi 
like  him.  Sir,  a  landed  gentlemaoi  aod 
have  nothing  felse  to  subsist  upon.  I  aboaid 
not  like  to  tiave  my  estates  charged  with  a 
penpetual  mortgage;  and  I  beg  to  knov, 
if  any  of  the  purchasers  of  those  BDOui* 
ties  should  sell  their  annuities,  whether 
they  will  not  become  chargeable  to  the 
parish? 

Mr.  DottdeswlL  Sir,  the  map  whe 
buys  an  annuity  has  certainly  a  rif^t  te 
dispose  of  it,  and  it  would  be  iojuitioe  ta 
abri^e  him  of  that  right.  As  to  tbcir 
becoming  chargeable  to  the  pariah,  nei- 
ther the  hon.  gentleaan  nor  myself  can 
pretend  to  say ;  but  would  they  not*  if 
they  bad  not  purchased  an  aanuitji  ^ 
equslly  chargeablei  and  subject  to  beooaw 
burthensome  to  the  parish  ? 

A  Member.  Sii>  I  caanotdiso^erffe 
good  effiact  in  this  BUI,  which  isiaftmosi^ 
{I  do  not  mean.  Sir,  to  throw  the  Ics* 
reflection  imon  the  bon^fentlemaa^  vkoai 
benevolent  loteation  cannot  \fe  ^-^^ 
rnrnmciBAidi)  tm  I  m^»k  ^  ih*  ^ 
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is  big  with  miiehief  of  a  ieriom  nature ; 
juid  I  am  sure  avarj  latided  gentleman  will 
oppose  it.  ^ 

Mr.  Gilbert.  Sir,  the  distresses  of  the 
poor  are  become  so  great,  and  provisions 
of  every  sort  so  extravagantly  advanced, 
that  I  am  heartily  gkid<  whenever  I  hear  of 
any  measure  likely  to  relieve  them  in  the 
rtfnotest  instance.  Thig  Bill,  Sir,  is  in* 
tended  ibr  a  very  humane  purpose,  and  I 
am  sure  will  have  every  good  eibet,  with* 
oot  one  bad  one.  I  coi9d  wish.  Sir,  we 
eeuhl  strike  at  the  very  root  of  an  evil 
which  most  of  all  contributes  to  the  ruin' 
of  the  laborious  poor;  and  that  is,  the  li- 
^enaing  of  ale-houses*  I  akn  sure,  8ir»  as 
fur  as  my  assistance  will  help,  I  will  che^N 
fiilly  attend.  I  have,  with  the  adviee  and 
assistance  of  several  dther  gentltomepi 
drawn  out  a  plan  which  I  am  in  hones  will 
be  ready  to  present  to  the  House  tnis  sea- 
aioii ;  and  1  sincerely  wish  it  tnay  pradnce 
the  end  desired. 

Mr.  H,  Cavendish  wBMgM  to  heinmx A 
a  thing  was  in  agitation  by  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman ;  and  hoped  he  would  pursue  Hi  as 
ale-houses  were  great  avisances,  and  ought 
%a  be  put  under  some  proper  regulations. 

T%e  question  was  tJben  called,  and  the 
House  divided.    The  Kben  went  forth* 
TeUeia. 

V.  ^  .  f  Sir  Charles  Bunbury    -  1  ^o 
**^tMr.  WWtworth   .  :  .  -  J^* 

%a^^^  f  Mr.  John  Calvert  -  -  -  1  oj. 
'*^*  |Mr.  Nich.  Calvert  -  —  J  ^ 
So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative,  and 
the  Ml  was  pamed. 

Debate  m  the  Canmom  an  m  MoHonJwr 
e  BM  to  prtoeni  Stocks  J&bhiag  and  tfther 
GMM>gO  March  IL  The  Act  of  the 
7lfa  of  Geovge  Sad,  inCituled,  An  Act  to 
MOvWBt  the  infamous  practice  of  Stock* 
JabWots  and  dae  the  Act  of  the  lOlh  of 
the  BBid  kinato  make  the  said  Act  perpe- 
tasl,  having  been  Mad| 

Stn  Prescait  ros6  and  said : 

fir;  aiaoe gaming  has  become  tiM 
pmysJing -vice  ^  the  age.  Ithink  h4he 
dn^of  &8  Howae  to  discourage  it  bj  aH 
poambla  means.  And,  Sir,  it  is  pecuhaKy 
aoceaMBy  ^at  some  immediate  atop  shoiM 
beywi  to  the  asoot  pemicioiM  and  infii- 
apedes  «f  gaming,  that  of  stock- 
H  iias  arises  to  anch  an  enor* 
» that  4t  ia  iaapoasiMe  to  tell 
k  km  akvody. debet,  or 
^ilwill'arid.  ThaJUt 


jobhmg  wBs  framed  by  ft  man  unhfenallT 
beloved  and  admired  (Sir  John  Bernard.) 
May  the  city  always  be  represented  by 
men  of  his  abilities  and  integrity*  And  i 
may  perhaps,  Sir,  be  thought  unpardonable 
presumptuous  in  ihe  to  attempt  an  amende 
ment  or  a  Bill  formed  by  a  man  to  supe- 
ridr;  but  I  hope  the  goodness  of  my  in« 
tsntion  will  apologize  for  the  deficiency  of 
my  abilities.  As  to  dice  and  cards,  tho 
&8hionable  entertainment  of  all  polite  peo^ 

{>le,  I  will  leave  them  to  the  Uws  of^tha 
and  as  they  now  stand,  and  wiU  not  detain 
the  House  any  longer,  than  to  mova^ 
**  Thapeave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to 
explain,  amend,  and  enforce,  the  several 
laws  new  In  being,  fbr  preventing  tlie  infa* 
mous  practice  of  stock-jobbing,  and  otbca 
species  of  gaming4'' 

Mr.  Alderman  Oliver : 

Sir ;  I  heartily  approve  of  the  mo* 
tioQ  of  the  boo.  gentleman,  and  sincerely 
wish  a  stop  may  be  put  to  a  practice  as 
infaaious  as  it  is  daneerous.  The  pemi# 
cious  practice  of  sto^-jobbing)  Sir,,  haa 
attainml  to  such  a  height,  that  the  jobbeta 
meet  you  at  your  very  door,  and  dasiiv  to 
know  whether  you  will  be  bull  or  bear. 
Sir,  all  ranks  and  denominations  of  men 
have  got  into  this  method  of  stock- jobbing; 
the  very  lowest  class  of  tradesmen :  and 
hence  we  may,  in  a  great  measure,  ac« 
count  for  the  many  bankruptcies  which 
are  continually  happening.  As  I  am  up 
to  second  the  motion  of  the  hon.  gentle* 
man,  allow  me  to  acquaif)^  the  House  of 
another  practice  equally  dietestabte,  whtdi 

Erevails,  to  the  scandal  of  oar  laws  and  of 
umanity:  I  asean,  Sir,  insurance  on  lives. 
if  a  member  of  either  House  of  parlia« 
ment  is  kimwn  to  fbequent  a  cofee-hoasOf ' 
and  seen  to  walk  lame,  or  appear  in  a 
great  oeat,  a  policnr  is  inmiediateiy  opened, 
to  dm  amount  of  90  or  40,00(W.  on  his 
life  (  and  it  may  perhaps  be  the  interest  off 
those  ooiicemed,  to  murder  him.  I  do 
not  affivm  that  this  is  positively  the  case } 
but.  Sir,  if  liie  jperson  on  whom  a  policy 
is  opened  shouM  be  attended  by  eidier  a 
poor  physician  or  apotiieoary,  and  many 
such  there  are,  it  would  be  an  ea^  and 
safe  manner  to  destroy  the  man ;  as,  ander 
the  pretence  of  curing  or  alleviating  hia 
disorder,  aomethiog  naay  be  given  either  to 
destroy  directly,  or  injure  his  health  be* 
yond  a  possibility  of  recoverfcig.  Tbte| 
Sir,  V  cootinualfy  done ;  and  ncien  tndi* 
cent  (to«dqr,  arOi  to  theaurpriae  of  every 
■odflL  'Wibt^i^^i^  ^tf  jfiuitMB^a  Sii^mwMMiL   A 
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Tose,  Sir,  not  only  to  second  the  mjOtion 
of  tbe  hon.  gentleroany  but  to  express  m^ 
wish,  that  a  clause  may  be  added  to  his 
Billf  to  restrain  and  prohibit  so  infamous 
and  villainous  a  practice. 

Hr.  Thomas  Totvnshend: 

Sir ;  I  am  happy  to  find  a  gentle- 
man has  at  last  undertaken  to  restrain  the 
practice  of  stock-jobbing.  It  is  well  known, 
Sir,  the  great  blow  wmch  credit  has  re- 
ceived, and  the  low  state  which  it  is  in  at 
r resent.  The  late  failures,  of  which  there 
ave  been  so  many,  'but  which  1  hope  to 
God  are  at  an  end,  have  been  ocoosioned 
by  this  infitmous  practice.  Many  gentle- 
men who  have  thought  themselves  worth 
money,  were  of  a  sudden  ruined  by  those 
pest«  to  society  stock-brokers.  The  pro- 
fession, Sir,  formerly  respectable,  is  now 
become  contemptible ;  and  men  have  raised 
fortunes  firom  nothing,  and  then  broke ; 
and  I  entreat  you  to  reflect  on  the  dis- 
tress which  must  accompany  it,  and  on  the 


numbers  unhappily  involved  in  their  ruin. 
It  is.  Sir,  our  duty  to  discourage  this  prac- 
tice ;  and  I,  with  great  cheerfulness,  se- 
cond so  laudable  a  motion. 

Mr.  Alderman  Hopkins  .* 

Sir,  although  I  believe  there  will 
not  be  a  dissenting  voice  to  the  motion  of 
my  hon.  friend,  and  that  the  House  will 
ever  readily  attend  to  the  discouragement 
of  stock-jobbing,  which  I  acknowledge  is 
carried  on  to  an  amazing  excess ;  yet.  Sir, 
'  I  cannot  help  saying  a  few  words  in  an- 
swer to  the  hon.  gentleman  over  the  way, 
who  seconded  the  motion. 

In  the  former  part  of  my  life  I  dealt 
in  stocks ;  but  I  bhish  to  own  the  practice 
at  present  is  widely  different  to  what  it 
was ;  it  was  at  that  time  conducted  by  a 
set  of  men  who  did  honour  to  the  pro- 
fession ;  and  there  were  none  of  those  in- 
femous  practices  which  the  hon.  gentle- 
man very  justly  complains  of.  As  to  in- 
suring of  fives,  I  do  not  altosether  agree 
with  the  hon.  gentleman.  I  remember. 
Sir,  when  the  business  of  underwriting 
was  respectable,  and  underwriters  were 
men  of  fortune  and  reputation.  I  have 
sometimes  written  for  considerable  sums, 
but  then  it  was  on  a  fair,  equitable  and 
legal  footing,  and  in  the  most  open  manner. 
I  wrote  one  the  other  day.  Application 
was  made  to  me  by  a  member  of  a  club ; 
if  he  lived  a  year  and  a  half  loneer  .his 
wife  would  be  entitled  to  a  comnirtable 
amuiity ;  be  hadadvittcedaMUO  of  money 
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for  that  purpose,  and  wanted  to  secure 
that  the  widow  tnight  not  be  left  destiti^ 
I  examined,  and  found  he  was  in  go 
health  ;  it  was  a  fair  and  open  propo^ 
and  I  accepted  of  it.  The  practice  of 
suring  of  lives  is  of  vast  benefit  and  util 
to  individuals.  An  insurance  of  the  i 
ture  above  stated,  was  not  only  justifiai 
but  necessary.  I  have,  indeed,  knotrn  i 
stances  of  insurances  on  the  very  prio 
pies  the  hon.  gentleman  condemns ;  o 
of  which  occurs  to  me  at  present.  Soi 
short  time  past  a  policy  was  opened 
a  man  who  was  himself  entirely  ignon 
of  the  transaction ;  and  when  he  was  a 
quainted  With  it  about  six  or  eight  moDiJ 
after,  it  took  such  an  effect  on  him  tb 
he  never  recovered ;  and  it  was  tbe  d 
dared  opinion  of  Dr.  Fothergill,  wboi 
tended  him,  that  the  insurmg  of  bis  li 
was  the  cause  of  his  death. 

Here,  the  House  laughed  heartily ;  u 
the  question  bein^  caBed,  it  was  agree 
to,  without  a  division. 


Debate  in  the  Commons  on  a  Motmfi 
a  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Linn 
Trade.']  March  17.  Lord  Freitd 
Camp6e^  acquainted  the  House,  that  hi 
had  a  matter  of  the  most  serious  coDsi<ie 
ration  to  impart,  and  on  which  he  inteod 
ed  to  make  a  motion,  and  therefore  beggal 
the  attention  of  the  House  for  a  few  nt 
nutes.  He  stated,  that,  from  the  best  ac- 
counts he  could  procur£|  the  Iineo  trdi 
of  Great  BHfain  and  Ireland  had  increased 
most  prodigiously  for  the  last  20  vean, 
previous  to  1770;  that  in  Ireland,  tin 
number  of  yards  made  for  sale  bad  more 
than  doubled,  and  in  Scotland  it  ^ 
risen  from  6  to  13  millions  annually;  tbatt 
in  England,  the  increase  and  iioprove- 
ment  of  the  manufacture  could  notbe^ 
well  ascertained,  as  tlie  mode  of  markm^ 
and  stamping  the  linens  was  not  adopte<l 
but  it  was  generally  computed,  tbat  tberf 
was  as  much  linen  cloth  made  here  as » 
Ireland  and  Scotland  put  together;  there* 
fore,  it  was  an  object  which  equally  co* 
cerned  them  all ;  that,  however,  tbe  flou- 
rishing state  of  the  linen  trade  had  sm^ 
ed  a  very  alarming  reverse  since  tbe  ?«* 
1770,  which  could  be  only  accounted  ij 
by  the  great  encrease,  of  importation  » 
foreign  linens,  on  an  average,  in  the  twj 
last  years,  amounting  to  four  miliwo*  " 
yards  each  year ;  and  that  tbe  er^  f^ 
mised  daily  to  encrease  from  tbe  m^ 
tions  that  were  constantly  making  fwj 
Scothmd  and  Ireland  to  Asasvsh'^^ 
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reatened  the  total  ruin  of.that  manufao 

re  in  those  countries.    He  remarked. 

It  this  being  the  appearance,  upon  a 

rsorj  view  of  the  subject,  he  meant  to 

ike  a  motion.  That  a    Committee  be 

pointed  to  enquire  into  the  3tate  of  the 

foen  Trade. 

eneral  Cantoay  seconded  the  motion. 

r.  Prescott  observed,  that  any  mea- 

wbich  might  tend  to  affect  a  great 

extensive  commerce,  as  well  as  our 

iiog  manufacture,  the  woollea,  should 

carefully  avoided,  which  must  be  the 

in  the  present  instance,  if  any  reso- 

m,  formed  on  the  present  enquiry, 

d  be  made,  which  might  lay  an  ad- 

lal  duty  on  foreign  linens.    In  such 

se,  he  said,  one  inevitable  consequence 

id  be,  a  total  prohibition  oi  our  woollen 

hs  in  several  parts  of  Germany :- that 

must  consequently  cause  the  ruin  of 

f I  woollen  manufacture,  the  great  staple 
this  country  ;  and  as  a  proof  of  what 
fe  advanced,  he  appealed  to  the  conduct 
rthe  king  of  Prussia,  the  last  time  an  ad- 
itional  duty  was  laid  upon  the  manufac- 
Ires  of  his  country,  the  Silesia  lawns. 
:  Lord  North  said,  he  believed  there  was 
great  deal  of  truth  in  what  the  hon.  gen- 
leman  who  spoke  last  had  advanced,  that 
Dy  measure,  which  might  affect  at  once 
iir  great  leading  raahufacture,  our  foreign 
ioaimerce,  and  the  public  revenue,  ought 
I  be  considered  with  all  imaginable  at- 
^tion,  and  treated  with  the  utmost  de- 
bacy;  that,  in  his  opinion,  the  noble 
»d'8  proposition  came  much  too  lat^  in 
lie  session,  if  he  meant  that  the  House 
lu>uld  come  to  any  rcsolu^on  on  it  this 
Mson;  that,  considering  the  extent  of 
1^  enc|uiry,  and  the  variety  of  important 
latter  mvolved  in  it,  it  could  come  to  no 
^solution  sooner  than  the  end  of  three 
Bonths,  which  would  be  much  too  late  for 
be  House  to  come  to  any  decision,  as  the 
CKJon  would  then  be  almost  at  an  end. 
Here  some  of  the  country  gentlemen 
bewing  a  dislike  of  this  piece  of  informa- 
100,  hii  lordship  corrected  himself  by  say- 
>%  two  months,  and  proceeded.]  He 
^rved,  that  it  was  a  point  on  which 
"^y  persons  had  been  misled  of  late 
'Mrs,  to  impute  the  decline  of  certain  ma- 
nufactures and  branches  of  commerce  to 
tttrinsic  causes,  when,  by  a  little  observa- 
*^«  it  would  be  found  they  were  in  ai 
R*^t  measure  incident  to  their  very  na- 
ture, and  were  a  natural  consequence  of 
toeir  precedent  prosperity ;  that  this  mis- 
'PpmieiiiioQ  was  thp  cause  of  many  im- 


proper flDplicatians  to  p^liament,  a  num- 
oer  of  which  had  been^  rejected,  however^ 
not  without  wasting  the  time  of  the  House, 
and  drawing  off  its  attention  from.mattera 
of  real  consequence,  while  others  hav9 
been  mistakenly  adopted ;  that  among 
some  that  had  met  the  latter  fate,  ha 
should  mention  the  silk  manufacture, 
which,  from  a  variety  of  temporary  causes, 
at  once  rose  to  a  magnitude  and  pros^ 
perity,  which  as  soon  as  they  ceased  seemt 
ed  to  indicate  a  decay,  that  was  no  more 
than  that  trade  tending  to  .contract  itself 
to  its  former  channel.  What  was  th^ 
consequence  of  this  ?  continued  he.  Why, 
the  people  immediately  interested  in  thi« 
branch  suddenly  gave  the  alarm,  the  na? 
tion  received  it,  all  foreign  silks  were  pro* 
hihited,  the  revenue  suffered  considerably, 
and  the -miserable  weavers  in  Spital-fielda 
are  now  prevented  from  starving  by  cha< 
ritable  donations,  and  the  daily  subscrip- 
tions of  well  disposed  persons,  when  a 
very  little  observation  would  have  taught 
people,  that  the  amazing  encrease  of  tha 
silk  manufacture  was  chiefly  owing  to  the 
advantages  arising  from  a  long  and  suc- 
cessful war,  which  included  likewise  aa 
incidental  prohibition  of  almost  all  foreign 
silks.  His  lordship  concluded  by  remaOrk- 
ing,  that  those  general  ideas  should  always 
prevail  whenever  any  proposition  wag 
made  for  encouraging  any  manufacture 
beyond  a  certain  extent,  or  for  endeavour- 
ing to  support  it  in  any  state  of  temporary 
or  accidental  prosperity  it  might  have  at- 
tained, when  the  cause  which  gave  rise  to 
them  no  longer  existed;  and  though  he 
would  not  be  against  agreeing  to  the  ap- 
pointment of  the  proposed  committee,  ne 
entered  his  protest,  for  the  reasohs  before 
assigned,  against  coming  to  any  resolution 
relative  to  the  object  of  the  enquiry  this 
session. 

Mr.  Pidteney  replied,  that  the  noble 
lord  who  spoke  last,. and  the  hon.  member 
who  preceded  him,  seemed  to  lay  great 
stress  on  the  pre-eminence  the  woollen 
deserved  when  compared  to  the  linen  ma- 
nufacture ;  that  he  doubted  not  but  when 
those,  who  meant  to  undervalue  the  latteri^ 
gave  it  the  second  place  in  point  of  na^ 
tional  importance,  it  might  well  be  enti- 
tled to  the  first;  that  as  to  the  implied 
comparison  between  the  linen  and  silk 
manufacturei  and  the  inference  designed 
to  be  drawn  from  that  comparison,  they 
were  totally  inapplicable  on  the  present 
occasion  ;  jthat  the  latter  was  known  to  be 
a  downright  nlonopoly,  confined  to  a  par* 
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ticiilar  part  of  tbb  tomi,  imd,  emnptn* 
lively  flp^aktBg,  conducted  hf  %  few; 
whereas  the  other  waa  carried  on  upon 
tlie  most  liberal  prrndples,  und^r  tfce 
wisest  and  best  planoed  regulations,  and 
was  diffused  Uiroo|th  almost  erery  cit^, 
town,  Tillage,  and  district  in  four  fiflhs  of 
Great  Britain  and  Irdand ;  that  98  tp  the 
cibjectionrelativeto  disobligingtheCrerman 
and  northern  powers,  and  thereby  hurting 
our  woc^ien  exportation^  such  ideas  would 
|iot  have  surprised  him  in  ^e  reign  of  the 
late  king,  who  was  himself  a  German^  and 
was  known  to  have  a  predilection  for  Ger- 
many, and  to  be  alarmed  at  any  thing 
whidi  'might  tend  to  offend  his  neighbours 
on  the  continent,  on  account  of  his  here* 
ditary  dominions ;  but  in  the  reign  of  his 
present  Majesty,  who  has  ^  gloried  in  the 
name  of  Briton,''  and  who  piques  himself 
ao  much  for  disclaiming  every  attachment 
a»d  connexion  of  that  kind,  he  was  sorry 
to  hear  such  sentiments  avowed  by  any 
pesson  who  was  supposed  to  have  his  Ma- 
jesty's confidence;  and  that,  allowing 
every  argument  that  might  be  built  on 
Ae  supposition  that  the  northern  powers 
would  be  offended,  did  the  noble  lord  or 
his  friends  pretend  to  say  that  Prussia,  or 
•ny  other  power,  would  or  could  preveht 
the  wooHen  manulactures  of  Great  Bri- 
tain from  getting  into  their  dominions 
through  some  channel  or  other,  if  they 
were  of  a  superior  quality,  and  consider- 
ably cheaper  than  those  of  other  countries  ? 
The  motion  was  then  agreed  to. 

ProposUum$  of  the  East  India  Company 
Jor  a  Loan.^  March  2.  A  Petition  of 
fhe  united  company  of  merchants  of  Engp 
hmd,  tradinff  to  the  East  Indies,  was  pre* 
aeoted  to  nie  House  of  Commons,  ^nd 
read ;.  seltmg  forth, 

**  That  the  pe.t]ti.oner8,  finding  them- 
selves under  tlie  necessi^  of  applying  to 
'parKament  #br  rdief,  hope  they  shaft  be 
cslicemed  vrorthy  of  the  same,  in  the  man- 
ner specified  in  the  Ptt)posttions  foHow- 
ing.i 

**  Tha^  an  applieafion  be  n'a^e  to  par- 
liament, 4br  the' loao  of  1,500,000^*  or  so 
much  as  j^ll  be  wasted,  by  tostalqienta, 
for  four  years,  at  4  per  cev^,  per  annum, 
with  liberty  of  [repaying  the  same,  as  soon 
as  the  iCorapiiny  mi^  be  able,  by  pay- 
mepls  of  not  less  ihan  S0O,O0eML ;  apd  that 
ttie  Compitny  shaU  not  divide  more  than'6 
per  cent,  per  8nnuni,froii  Christmi^  last, 
ontH  the  aaid  ban  shaH  be  reduced  to 
iMfiQSki  andthaailwiitiieyBMiy^mde 
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not  esceedmg  6  per  cent*  per  aaniun; 
and  after  the  whole  loan  dmll  be  dischan;- 
ed,  that  thenceforth  the  surplus  of  the 
net  profits  iiristng  to  the  Conipanj  k 
En^and,  above  Che  said  8  per  cept  be  tp- 
proprittted  to  the  payment  of  the  Coo- 
pany's  present  )>ond  debt,  until  the  same 
shall  be  reduced  to  1,500,000/.  and  that, 
firom  the  time  sudy  reduction  shall  be  ef- 
fected, such  surplus  profits  shall  be 
^quadly  divided  between  the  public  aod  tbe 
CQmpanv;  and  |hat  the  Com])any  be  re- 
leased fropi  the  heavy  penal  interest  in- 
curred by  the  non-payment  of  money  doe 
to  the  public^  by  virtue  of  the  late  acta  of 
parliament  respecting  the  indenroitj  on 
teas,  and  die  agreement  for  payment  of 
4O0,00(M.  per  annum,  for  five  yean,  from 
the  1st  of  February  1769,  into  the  receipt 
of  his  Majesty's  exchequer ;  and  that  as- 
thentic  copies  of  all  accounts  of  tbe 
duannee  revenues,  and  the  charges  of  the 
collection  thereof,  and  also  of  the  dnl 
and  military  expences  of  Bengal,  be  ss- 
nually  laid  before  parliament ;  and  also 
that  the  amount  of  the  Compaoy's  sales, 
charges,  debts  owing,  amount  of  bilii 
drawn  upon  the  Company,  and  of  goods '% 
warehouse,  be  also  aeiivered  annually  to 
parliament ;  and  that  leave  may  be  given 
to  export  teas,  duty-free,  to  Aroerici; 
and  that  the  deposits  on  the  purchase  of 
bohea  teas,  whicn,  by  the  Act  of  the  ISii 
of  George  the  2nd,  are  fixed  at  2/.  per 
chest,  be  encreased  to  */.  per  chest ;  aad 
that  tlip  lords  of  the  Treasury  be  empo«[- 
ed,»  upon  petition  from  the  East  Indii 
Company,  to  grant  liberty  for  exporting 
any  quantity  ot  tea  to  foreign  parts,  fre? 
of  all  dutv,  the  Company  being  obliged  ifl 
keep  in  tneir  warehouses  a  quantity  of  te& 
equal  to  18  months  national  consumption; 
an4  the  Company  beg  jeave  to  assure  par- 
Kament,  that  they  will  forthwith  consider 
and  propose  suoh  regulations  as  shall  ap- 
pear proper  and  effectual,  for  the  more  ad- 
vantageous management  of  their  afiai/^ 
and  for  the  due  administration  of  ]^^^ 
in  Jn^ 

**  And  therefore  praying  the  HooJC 
win  t^ke.the  premisQS  ^nto  consideratioo; 
and  tolerant  them  such  aid  and  power i« 
are  necessary  for  effectuplfy  canyi»g  "* 
said  proposiUons  into  execution.^ 

Debaiein  the  Compions  on  the  Fr^ 
sHioHS  of  the  East  India  Connf9m/fi[  * 
Loan.J  March  9*  The  ordijr  oftbe^t 
being  read  for  the  Hopse  to  rcpoirs  rt5» 
into  a  committee  af  the  whole  fiooi^*^ 
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take  into  oonuderatioii  the  ASm  of  the 
East  India  Companj.  P^revioas  to  the 
Speaker's  leafing  the  chair,  the  Petition 
firom  the  East  India  Comuuiy  was  read,  a 
list  of-the  proprietors  of  East  India  stock 
was  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  then  lord 
North  presented  to  the  House  several 
papers,  containing  copies  of  letters  which 
passed  between  Mr.  jPitt,  then  secretary 
of  state,  on  the  part  of  the  English,  and 
M.  Bussj  and  others  on  the  part  o(  the 
French  court,  relative  to  the  French  and 
English  East  India  Companies.  These 
papers  contained  the  sentiments  of  both 
courts,  at  the  time  the  definitive  treaty  of 
peace  was  negociating  between  the  two 
nations,  respecting  our  territorial  acquisi- 
tions in  India.  On  a  motion  being  made 
that  the  papers  should  ^lie  on  the  table, 
Mr.  Dowdeswell  rose  and  read  part  of  a 
foreign  publication,  which  contained  the 
following  passage:  «<  Respecting  those 
territoriu  acquisitions  the  English  East 
India  Company  hath  made  in  Asia,  every 
dispute  relative  thereto  must  be  settled  by 
that  Company  itself,  the  crown  of  England 
having  no  nsht  to  interfere  in  what  is  al- 
lowed to  be  ue  legal  and  exclusive  pro* 
perty  of  a  body  corporate  belonging  to  the 
Koglish  nation.'' 

From  several  other  papers  which  Mr. 
Dowd^well  said  he  iiad  to  produce,  all 
Auuntaining  the  same  doctrine,  although 
authenticated  by  the  British  ministry  at 
the  time  of  the  peace,  he  inferred,  that  as 
&r  as  the  sentiments  of  the  crown  could 
be  collected  from  the  sentiments  of  its  mi- 
nisters, it  was  understood  that  the  East 
India. Company  had  an  exclusive  and  un- 
doubted right  to  those  territories  it  pos- 
ited, whether  acquired  by  conquest  or 
otherwise.  Previous  therefore  to  entering 
^poD  a  discussion  of  the  Company's  at- 
»in,  he  said  he  thought  it  necessary  to  ac- 
quaint the  House  with  the  sentiments  of 
«ome  former  administraUons,  in  which  he 
had  the  honour  to  bear  a  part,  and  with 
vhich  sentiments  he  now  entirely  coin- 
<^ded  in  opinion.  Mr.  Dowdeswell  con- 
cluded by  moving,  that  all  the  papers 
^uld  be  referred  to  the  said  Committee. 
This  being  agreed  to,  the  Speaker  quitted 
the  chair. 

Lord  North  rose  and  told:  * 

^  Before,  Sir,  we  enter  into  a  dis- 
cussion of  the  East-India  Company's  af- 
«"s,  1  shall  beg  leave  to  make  a  few  re- 
^"^•tt  upon  an  opinion  which  has  gained 
pound  abroad,  respecting  a  supposed 
tVOUXYll.]       *^    *  ^^ 


right  the  Company  have. to  demand  and 
expect  assistance  from  parh'ament.  It 
has.  Sir,  with  a  great  riiew  of  confidence, 
been  asserted,  ^at  the  income  agreed 
to  be  paid  by  the  Company  to  govern- 
ment was  excessive,  was  advantageoua 
to  the  state,  and  the  Company's  afl^rs 
considered, '  was  more  than  they  could 
possibly  afford,  doing  justice  to  the  several 
proprietors  of  stock.  Taking  this  pontioQ 
for  granted,  it  has  been  argued,  that  at 
the  state  by  exacting  the  stipulated  in* 
come  from  the  Company  has  been  acces* 
sary  to  its  distress,  the  state  in  justice  is 
bound  to  afford  the  assistance  necessary  to 
extricate  the  Company  out  of  those  diffi- 
culties in  which  at  present  it  is  involved. 
Now,  Sir,  this  position  is  altogether  fiUse, 
and  of  course  the  consequence  deduced 
from  it  is  equally  remote  from  truth.  The 
position  is  ialse,  for  die  income  agreed  to 
be  paid  bv  the  East  India  Company  to  the 
state,  so  nir  from  being  advantageous,  was 
by  no  means  an  equivalent  for  those  ar- 
ticle^ of  the  revenue  which  the  state  gave 
np  when  it  accepted  the  stipend  of 
400,0002.  in  lieu  thereof.  And  as  to  this 
bein^  a  larger  sum  than  the  -  Company, 
considering  the  then  state  of  their  finances, 
could  affi>rd ;  was  that.  Sir,  the  fault  of 
the  ministry f  Was  the  state  to  blame? 
Did  not  the  Company  of  its  own  accord 
make  the  proposal  I  The  first  advances 
came  not  from  government,  but  from  the 
Company ;  the  Company  prayed,  then,  aa 
now,  the  assistance  of  government ;  the 
Company  knew,  or  ought  to  have  known, 
Uie  strength  of  its  own  resources ;  and  if 
the  stipend  ofered  was  more  than  it 
could  With  convenience  dischai^e,  it  was 
yet  less  than  the  state  had  a  nght  to  re- 
^uire,  considering  the  value  of  those  ar« 
tides  of  the  revenue  given  up,  as  I  before 
observed,  in  lieu  of  the  sum  proposed  by 
the  Company  to  be  annually  paid  to  go- 
vernment. For  my  part.  Sir,  I  declare,  I 
was,  at  the  first,  averse  to  ghring  ear  to 
any  proposal  of  the  kind;  I  wasjn  hopee 
the  Company's  distresses  were  not  what  I 
have  since  found  them  to  bee  and  there- 
fore, that  without  the  interposition  of  par* 
liamentary  aid,  ihey  might  be  redressed ; 
but  when  pressed  by  the  C'^mpany  on  the 
one*  hand,  and  the  insight  a- d^ily  ^ne4 
into  its  deplorable  situation  on  the  other,  I 
found  it  necessary  for  something  to'  be 
done  to  save  the  Company  iVom  a  sitiiatioii 
little  short  of  absolute  bankruptcy ;  then. 
Sir,  I  listened  to  tbe  propos4»  but  so  far 
from  an  exaction  it  was  only  an  acquies** 
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tme^m  ibe  part  df  gtwci«<tteiit  to  tbe 
CompMy't  fqicaled  and  earneat  sriicita* 
lions.  The  jmstice  then,  6if^  of  the  state 
at  aU  mterierhig  oa  a  a  supposition  of  its 
haTing  bean  aceessary  to  toe  Compaay's 
distresses,  is  an  idea  utterly  repogiiaiit  to 
the  matter  of  faet. 

A»  to  the  right  the  state  has  to  iiiter« 
|Kise  its  authmty  founded  on  its  prior 
dsim  to  id!  territonal  ocooiritieas  maae  by 
a  body  of  its  subjects*  I  sbaU  sajr  butlitde, 
thoi^h  I  ni^t  be  ftdly  justified  in  tnain- 
taining  this  right  even  in  the  most  abso- 
lute senie ;  for.  Sir*  many  men*  fkr  my  su** 
periors  in  abilities^  in  learning,  andlmoir* 
ledffe  of  thelaws,  hare  deolai^  thetnsdtes 
of  this  opiiiion,  and  scruple  not  to  escpress 
themsehres  clearij^  on  this  head,  that  *<  such 
territorial  possessions  as  the  subjects  of  any 
state  shall  acquire  by  conquest,  are  Tirtually 
the  property  of  the  state*  and  not  ef  those 
indifiduals  who  acquire  theni*^  I  am  how- 
•ter,  Sir,  noar  only  rcdtiM  the  opinion  of 
ethers  as  well  as  myself;  but  whether  we 
allow  or  not  that  the  East  India  Company 
has  a  cfadm  of  justice  to  be  relieTedy  it 
aertably  will  on  all  hands  ba  most  readily 
mnted»  that  in  policy  we  ou^t,  if  pes- 
aibie,  to  extricate  ftom  its  difficulties  a 
Company  so  consequential  to  that  statoi 
and  eoodueife,  when  under  cmper  regula<* 
dons,  to  the  good  of  that  wholoi  of  which 
k  ia  an  niuitrious  part. 

It  is  some  time,  Sir,  since  a  Bill  was 
ftamad,  which  it  was  imagm^  would 
greatlv  contribute  to  rectify  the  diaorders 
aomplained  of  b  India:  but.  Sir,  the  di& 
iculty  of  appohiting  the  iudgea*  togethet 
with  the  want  of  proper  ijkformation  coo* 
aaming  the  immense  and  complicated 
aystem  of  maaaffement  carried  on  m  Ban- 
«b1>  to  which,  if  we  add  an  ignorance  of 
ue  real  causes  which  contributed  to  ooca^ 
aion  the  Gotppany's  misfortunes,  these  ob- 
stacles prevented  the  application  of  what 
then  was  thought  might  prove  an  adequate 
remedy,  and,  m  th^  sequel,  the  Bill  was 
lost  We  are  now,  Sir,  to  consider,  as 
something  in  policy  ouffht,  what  can  be 
done  for  the  relief"^ of  the  Company;  but 
even  now  we  shall  net  be  able  to  enter 
deeply  into  the  affiur,  we  shall  not  be  able 
to  probe  the  disease  to  the  bottom,  we  are 
not  sufficiently  acquainted  with  its  nature 
to  prescribe,  as  skilful  physicians,  any 
thing  whieh  may  effectuate  a  radical  cure. 
In  short,  Sir,  we  still  want  the  necessary 
information.  Your  committees,  open  and 
secret,  have  done  all  that  men  could  do, 
with  an  unwearied  diligence  and  perseve- 


rriaoe  dmdat  unpanttded ;  the  ktter  M 
performed  every  thins  which  cenld  be  a. 
peded;  it  hath  done  honour  to  its  imtiti^ 
tors,  by  folly  answering  the  end  of  itoio. 
stitutions  but  still.  Sir,  there ii  modi  to 
come  to  light;  at  present  sospicioQ  onlj 
authorizes  us  to  say,  that  firom  the  mairer- 
sation  of  the  Comoany's  servants  abroid, 
and  perhaps  the  cuqpablHty  of  some  of  iti 
leadmg  agents  at  home,  there  is  an  abt^ 
lute  necessity  for  an  inmedoOe  interpo- 
sitioh. 

Far,  Sir,  be  it  from  me  tomteDdaiv- 
flection  upon  any  particukr  man  or  Mt  of 
men,  we  have  no  positive  evidence  of  goilt, 
thou^  strong  enough  presumptive  to  jot* 
tify  us  in  supposmg  uut  in  a  coootit 
where  the  temptation  to  err  is  so  ^owerH 
and  the  hopes  of  escaping  with  impunhj 
so  flattering,  matters  nave  not  been  ooo- 
ducted  by  the  Company's  servants  wA 
that  faimess  and  propriety  thejr  ought 
Let  however,  Sv,  the  guih  of  iftdifiduals 
be  ever  so  great,  the  Company  is  an  object 
of  too  mudi  national  consequence  to  be 
overiooked.  A  Company,  Sir,  the  sddoiI 
iwoeipt  of  whidi  amounti  to  idaKntfoar 
mflhons,  and  which  exports  British  irti- 
cles  to  the  amount  of  4OO,00(ML  Sudii 
Company  is  of  too  great  a  conseqoesce) 
considered  m  a  commercial  light,  not  to 
callfor  our  attention  to  iuwel6re.  IviS, 
Sir,  state  the  afidfs  ofthe  Company,  [bat 
the  noble  lord  made  an  estimate  of  the 
net  profits  of  the  Company  for  sevail 
years  past;  and  after  shewbg  the  decreta 
of  profits,  and  gradual  ddicienciei  ifi- 
eurred ;  after  declaring  it  as  a  fscti  tbit 
the  Company  had  proposed  a  dtrideod  at 
the  vert  time  it  was  m  little  bettor  tbai 
an  insoltent  state,  his  lordriiip  coadaM 
thus.]  From  hence.  Sir,  1  am  wsmoted 
to  declare,  that  in  September  the  Com- 
pany will  be  deficient  1,900,425^ 

Now,  Sir,  varhius  plans  have  beee  pro- 
ppsed  to  me  to  relieve  the  Company;  tbe 
first  is,  that  they  might  borrofr  wbat 
money  they  want  upon  bonds;  but  this » 
a  method  i  can  by  no  means  approre  of; 
for,  Sir,  they  have  already  stretcoed  tbeir 
credit  too  nur.  Another  espedieot  h» 
been  suggested,  which  is  the  funding  the 
Company's  bills;  but  this.  Sir,  would  by 
no  means  e&ct  what  is' wanted,  animo^ 
diate  relief;  the  Company's  bills  are  dif- 
fused through  a  variety  of  hands,  this  ex- 
pedient therefore  would  reqaire  a  leogta 
of  time  to  bring  about  the  end  propose^' 
LasUy,  it  has  been  suggested  tbkt  ss  the 
director!  and  managers  of  the  CoPpaoj 
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Utmei  it  k  baft  3«it  that  Hbm  tbouM 
diieflj  oMtribute  to  tUxiaU  109  Cw^ 
puy  oat  •f  those  (iirtrniflni,  to  plimgi  it 
ID  which  their  flagrant  jiiiioin«duothii6  oec^ 
tribated.  Bat,  Sir,  e^firy  mao  at  fint 
si^t  will  perceive  the  futility  of  tfaiB  pro- 
pan},  fur  doriDg  the  iaamal  spent  in 
f  ettii^  atpeaaft  of  the  goik  of  iJbe  cut 
pfte,  the  Ceofaiiy  laaf  he  ruined  befond 
ai^eo  a  poadbibty  of  reiieaiptiDn. 

On  toe  whole,  Sir,  after  lovehfingocaio 
and  again  this  snbjeet  in  my  mind,  I  a» 
more  oad  jnooe  convinced  that  an  inatao* 
taneeussiap  ahonU  he  taken,  nndnhat  it 
i8*^)r  the  ioteraat  oven  of  the  piiUic  chat 
the  public  aheuld  assist  ilie  Confiaojr ;  not, 
hovevec,  withsnt  taking  tlM  necessary 
pieesulioB  to  pae^wnt  tie^  like  disasters 
frovbeAllingtheCompaoLjriQ  future;  not 
without  soitiBMiiiig  the  dirideod  to  a  car* 
tunasseasDMnt,  nor  yet  without  providing, 
thst  in  case  the  managers  of  the  Ooaopany 
ihoi^  neglect  so  So  regulate  Aheira&irs 
S6  cfeoluatty  to  sectiiy  «he  abuses  viuch 
St  present  sobaist,  that  then,  at  the  time 
(he  public  grants  an  aid  of  money,  the 
giant  mqr  ae  aooompanied  with  poiliap 
meatanr  aid  to  -semsdir  the  evils  oom^ 
pUnedoC 

I  did«  Sir,  flatter  oayself  dot  some 
sf  thia  kind,  some  salutary  sdieaae 
fematiou  would  hooe  been  proposed;  i 
could  teve  wished  it  had  originaffid  firam 
the  Company  and  not  from  parliament, 
but  as  it  «,  Sir,  taking  the  :pr^Qatttions 
aboiremikaalBedfornnr9uids,Iahaa  beg 
kuve  to  propase  ^he  wSamvtm  motions  So 
the  ceMdeMrtionof  tlusHe«se,andsfapiiU 
they  beasseaSBdloiaeahdltthen  havoan 

iag  oumehres  snoh  Aoroqgh  jnostoss  4f 
£ort  ladia  afim,  thot  we  aball  be  wall 
enabled  to  adopt  those  phms  only,  which, 
by  sHeuiating  fMst,  may  ptovoDt  the  f o^ 
tonemiefoBlunaa  of  aCompaoy,  to<»ntvi- 
bute  to  the  lasdng  welftre  and  prosperity 
flfwhiefa  lias  been  my  desire,  mMshsU  be 
Biy  endaavoovs. 

I shsttnotF, flir, oeod the  Besolutions I 
have  to  propose. 

1.  ^  lHwt  for  o£EM9lud]y  idievSng  the 
East  India  Company  under  thmr  present 
difiicidtias,  the  sno[dy  of  «  oonsmorsble 
sum  of  money  snil  00  necessacy. 

^.  ^  That  the  method  he^  oalcidaitod 
for  giving  the  requisite  adief  4o  the  Com- 
pany, withmit  JmpoirtM  Ihe  ^aecuilty  of 
thwGBoditon,  mid  withoiit  detdmsBtto 


the  state  rf  credit  hr  general,  would  be, 
that  such  sum  of  money  should  be  ad- 
saoead  by  the  pHhiic  to  the  Company. 

%.  ^  That  the  saw  of  l,iQO,ooot  w9 
beauAMnt  for  tho  present  rslief  of  tho 
Compaoy. 

4.  ^  That  It  miqr  bo  onpediea^  for  tho 
poblict  <to  adswKce  the  Company  the  said 
sum  of  t,40Q^00Qi ;  provided,  at  the  same 
time,  doe  ease  be  taken  to  secure,  by 
pnaper  rsgolations,  tho  future  good  g^ 
uarament  of  the  CeaopoBy^s  lAun." 

Mr.JDotMfeftMtf; 

Sir;  the  noUe  load,  widi  a  persna- 
cufly  pecdiar  to  himsdf,  has  stated  mo 
Cosspanr'a  aftirs,  and  proved,  I  believe. 
Sir,  to  the  aatisiEaction  m  every  man  peo- 
sent,  that  widmut  almost  inttsntaneoua 
seiiaf,  the  Company  is  in  a  fair  way  dH 
bein^  totally  iaodone*  I  am^  Sir,  so  woil 
oonvinoed  m  tho  propriety  of  our  interpo- 
aition,  thai  I  riae  sot  to  oppoae  the  ncUe 
lord^i  nesiDltttions,  but  to  make  a  fitw  io> 

wha  unoD  aeme  expseauons  let  M  in 
hiaspeecli. 

The  deplorable  aituatian  of  the  £aat 
India  Company  has  been  painted  both 
within  oad  without  doors  in  lively  colousa; 
bat.  Sir,  who  has  been  more  immediately 
oooessary  io  iu-distmsses?  Has  not  the 
prospect  of  immense  wealtb  tempted  ito 
own  seraanta  ^  saaaaok,  as  it  were,  the 
bowels  of  :the  very  mother  that  .bore 
them?  HasBfltthojpcesentadoiittistratioo 
otratehed  fasth  its  rapacious  hands  to 
seine  unoa  -die  waakh  of  the.Company^ 
liVho,  taan,  caa  wonder  at  its  distresses? 
Who  .can  he  sasprised  at  .the  ruin  which 
awaits  this  anoe  flmiriahing  body  corpo- 
sate?  Bat,  Sir,  the  noUe  lord  is  pleased 
to  tsifcof  the  territorial  acquisitions  of  tMs 
Compaavas«f*<  right  and  justice  belong* 
Ing  to  tne  state."  I,  in  this  particular, 
.di% so  much  from  the  noble  ktfd,.tfaatl 
think  the  position  -utterly  repugnant  to 
truth;  and,  in  behalf  of  an  injurad  Com- 
pany, i  hero  stand  up  to  disarow  such  no- 
tions, as  inconsistent  with  the  chartered 
xi|(hts  of  she  Company,  as  inconsistent 
with  that  encouragement  which  should 
over  be  given  in  a  commercial  state  to 
conmonies  of  such  consequence  as  ,that 
tradmg  to  the  East  indies.  This,  Sir,  is 
all  1  have  at  present  to  say  upon  the  sub- 
ject. With  respect  to  the  Resolutions 
proposed  by  the  noble  lord,  I  am  too  much 
a  fn«Dd  to  the  Compaayto  oppose  them 
inavaglofflftanoe. 
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Mr.  Dempster ; 


Sir ;  the  noble  lord  dropped  an  eK« 
presBioD,  which,  I  confess,  gave  me  greater 
surprise  thao  any  thing  I  ever  remember 
to  have  heard  since  I  have  had  thehcmour 
of  sitting  in  this  House.  The  noble  lord 
was  pleased  to  say.  Sir,  that  «^  the  East 
India  Company  had  no  claim  of  justice  for 
relief.''  To  what,  in  the  name  of  good- 
«e8Sy  does  this  assertion  amount  ?  Is  not 
the  East  India  Company  a  trading  com- 
pany? Have  not  the  benefits  accruing 
from  its  traffic  been  immc^qse  to  this 
kingdom  ?  And  shall  we  say,  nay  shall  we 
hear  it  from  the  mouth  of  administration, 
that,  in  strict  justice,  we  ought  not  to  at- 
tend to  the  commercial  interests  of  Great 
Britain  ?  For  what.  Sir,  do  we  hy  relieving 
the  Company,  except  putting  it  in  a  situa- 
tion of  benefiting  the  state  by  its  com- 
merce ?  Yet,  Sir,  according  to  the  noble 
lord,  this  is  not  a  matter  of  justice,  but  of 
policy  merely,  that  is,  of  convenience  to 
some  party !  If  such  be  the  language  of 
office,  it  difiers,  Sir,  so  mucb  &om  my 
sentiments,  that  I  should  think  myself  de- 
^ficient  in  point  of  duty,  did  I  not  totally 
disclaim  toe  ideas  as  incongruous,  and  the 
proposition  as  an  absurdity  in  terms,  al- 
though an  absurdity  of  a  dangerous  ten- 
dency. Respecting  the  territorial  acqui- 
sitions of  the  Company,  there  also,  Sir,  I 
entirely  differ  in  opinion  from  the  noble 
lord ;  and,  if  I  err,  can  plead,  as  weU  as 
tlie  noble  lord;  respectable  authority  as  a 
sanction  for  mv  error.  Several  gentle- 
men, well  skilled  in  the  laws  of  their  coun- 
try, have  advanced  it  as  their  opinion,  that 
the  Company  have  an  undoubted,  a  dear, 
and  an  exclusive  right  to  the  territories 
possessed  in  India,  whether  acquire  by 
conquest,  or  otherwise.  I  have  now.  Sir, 
a  gentleman  in  my  eye,  who  formerly  held 
the  same  opinion.  He  is  now,  indeed*  in 
office,  and  whether  a  change  of  situation 
may  have  so  fiir  operated  upon  his  intel- 
lects, as  to  occasion  a  change  of  his  senti- 
ments in  this  particular,  I  cannot  deter- 
mine. .However,  Sir,  this  is  not  the  time 
to  debate  the  proposition ;  it  is  not  pro- 
perly before  us;  when  it  is,  I  shall  enter 
the  lists  a  champion  for  the  Company's 
rights,  and  will  shew,  that  to  maintain  the 
noble  lord's  position,  is  to  maintain  that 
the  charters  of  corporate  bodies  may  be 
violated  at  pleasure,  set  at  nought  with 
impunity,  and  abrogated  whenever  it  can 
serve  the  purposes  of  government* 
Mr*.  Edmund  Burke  got  up,  and  calling 


tfaecliairmaDy  by  mistake,  A  Charies 
Whitworth,  a  laugh  prevailed  through  the 
House ;  at  length  the  risible  mosdes  of 
the  members  beine  somewhat  coiDposedf 
Mr.  Burke  proceeded  as  fbUows : 

Mr.  Edmund  Burke  : 

Instances,  it  seems.  Sir,  of  absur- 
dity, are  never  to  be  wanting  in  this 
House;  but  previous  to  our  being  absurd 
upon  record,  I  do  beg  that  the  Resolutions 
proposed  by  the  noble  lord  may  be  a  little 
attended  to.  It  may  be  thought  a  trifiing 
request,  but  I  cannot  think  that  .trifling, 
the  omission  of  which  might  tend  to  an 
impeachment  of  your  understandings.  Sir, 
if  I  comprehend  the  meaning  of  the  noble 
lord's  motions,  it  is  as  follows :  it  is  fiiat 
asserted  that  a  supply  is  necessary  to  r^ 
lieve  the  Company :  you  next,  agree  now 
to  vote  them  a  supply;  though  in  the 
fourth  motion  it  is  expressly  asserted,  thst 
the  Company  shall  have  the  supply,  **  pfo- 
vided,  at  the  same  time,  due  care  be  taken 
to  secure,  by  proper  regulations,  the  fiitoie 
good  government  of  the  Companjr's  af- 
feirs."  Pray,  Sir,  who  is  to  make  these 
regulations  ?  The  sentence  is  impenonal ; 
it  provides  that  due  care  shall  be  taken, 
but  never  says  by  whom.  I  would  farther 
ask,  Sir,  what  we  are  to  understand  by 
the  phuase  <*  at  the  same  time."  It  can- 
not mean  now  that  we  are  voting  the  mo- 
ney necessary,  because  no  due  care  has 
been  taken,  no  regulations  are  now  made; 
and  yet,  Sir,  it  ought  to  mean,  at  the 
very  instant  the  money  is  voted  necesasry, 
or  It  becomes  arrant  nonsense:  for,  consi- 
der. Sir,  <<  provided  at  the  same  time  due 
care  be  taken/'  implies  a  emiditional  con- 
tingency which  may  or  may  not  happen; 
for  due  care  may  or  may  not  be  takeo. 
So  that  we  are  now  going  to  grant 
the  public  monejr  upon  the  strength  of  a 
conaitional  contmgency  which  may  not 
come  to  pass,  though  upon  the  afalsokite 
certain^  only  of  the  continsency  happen* 
ing,  the  money  is  voted  1  My  God^  Sir, 
what  informal,  delusive,  unparliamentary, 
illegal,  incoherent  stuff  is  this!  lasksmin. 
Sir,  who  is  to  take  this  due  care  ?  Who  is 
to  make  these  wondeHul  relations? 
Parliament  confiBSses,  in  plain  terms,  its 
total  inability;  for  with  all  yomr  Semt, 
your  Select,  and  your  open  committees,  it 
appears  by  your  own  confession,  that  you 
liave  done  what  amounts  to  nothing.  U 
it  from  you,  then,  that  we  are  to  expect 
these  reaulations,  and  this  due  care  ?  No: 
you  confess  that  you  wish  the  r^ubtioos 
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nmy  come  from  the  Company :   they  are, 
you  say,  better  qualified ;  so  that  with  re- 
mct  to  those  matters  the  case  stands 
tnas:  parliament  wants  sense;   the  East 
India  Compairy  wants — ^what  is  too  oilen 
a  sabstitate  for   sense— money:    parlia- 
ment, out  of  its  abundant  resources,  agrees 
t  to   supply  the    Company   with    money, 
:  *<  provided  at  the  same  time/'  (that-  is 
(  aome  time  hereafter}  the  Company  will 
:  furnish  parliament  with  as  much  sense  as 
'■  they  may  think  adequate  to  the  supply 
•  advanced!  It  seems  as  if  you  were  at  least 
''  conscious  of  your  deficiencies,  for  consi- 
dering the  state  of  the  nation  at  present, 
l»4OO,O00iL  is  a  sum  that  ought  to  pur- 
'  <^ase  a  good  deal  of  sense.    May  the 
Cmapmty  furnish  you  with  some  sense  of 
the  sterhng'  kind !   With  such  an  excel- 
lent  cfMimodity  that  you  may  be  gainers 
by  the  bargain !   If  fl  thought  that  would 
be  the  case,  I  should  vote  for  the  present 
■apply  with  prodigious  alacrity,  and  thmk 
It  the  beat  bestowed  money  the  public  has 
for  some  years  parted  with :  but  I  do  be- 
aeeeh  you  to  correct  that  ungrammatical 
:  jargon  in  which  the  motions  are  contain* 
;  ed;  since  (contrary  to  the  ideas  conv^ed 
,  by  tbe  terms)  we  are  not  to  understand, 
;  **  at  the  same  time,*'  to  mean  the  present 
now,  eo  itutantej  but  some  indefinite,  un- 
limited time  hereafter*    Since  this  is  the 
;  case,  take  care,  I  say,  lest  after  you  have 
fomished  the  money,  the  Company  should 
I  not  perform  their  conditions^  by  furnish- 
ing you  with  the  sense. 

I  declare.  Sir,  I  am  far  firom  intending 
this  in  a  ludicrous  light:  I  think  it  a  matter 
of  serious  consequence.  The  Company 
have  applied  to  parliament  for  pecuniary 
n&f*  You  pass  resolutions  to  relieve 
them;  they  ffo  away  satisfied ;  their  affiiirs 
are  soppoaed  to  be  now  reinstated,  and 
their  stock  is  affected  thereby.  Yet  here 
is  a  condition  expressly  tacked  to  the 
grant,  of  which  they  are  not  apprised. 
Tbe  condition  is  not  performed  ;-they  re- 
ceive not  the  grant  as  expected ;  and 
thas,  like  a  bubble  blown  up  in  air,  their 
hopes  vanish,  their  ddusive  golden  dream 
expires.  If  this  is  not  the  fact  without 
exaggeration,  upon  an  intimation  that  the 
Hooae  conceives  it  in  a  diflerent  manner,  I 
am  ready  and  willing  to  retract  my  error. 

Lord  North  : 

The  hon.  gentleman  is  pleased  to 
be  ftoetioua^  It  is  possible,  Sur,  that  we 
may  stand  greatly  in  need  of  aense,  but  it 
ii  not  altolJether  so  extremely  dear,  that 


the  East  India  Company  abounds  in  that 
commodity  :  their  wants  of  another  kind 
perhaps  are  proofs  of  this,  for  had  they 
had  more  sense,  they  might  not  now  have 
been  so  destitute  of  money. 

'  With  respect  to  what  the  hon.  gentle- 
man finds  fault  with,  1  can  only  say,  that 
to  my  poor  apprehension  the  meaning,  of 
the  obnoxious  sentence  is  extremely  clear* 
We  first  resolve  to  furnish  the  Company 
with  money ;  but  the  express  condition  of 
their  receiving  lliat  money  is,  their  or  our 
taking  care,  «<  at  the  same  time,''  to  frame 
such  regulations  as  may  best  prevent  the 
return  of  similar  evils  upon  the  Company. 
The  word  *  provided'  does  by  no  means 
imply  a  condition.  I  will  not  trespass 
longer  upon  the  House ;  I  have  proposed 
mv  motions,  and  if  anv  gendeman  has 
other  resolutions  more  likely  to  answer  die 
end,  I  am  ready  to  hear  and  take  the  sense 
of  the  House  upon  them. 

Mr.  Edmund  Burke  : 

There  are  many  gentlemen  now  in 
this  House  accurately  acquainted  with  our 
acta  of  pariiament,  and  if^any  one  of  them 
will  stand  up  and  tell  me,  in  what  other 
sense  than  that  of  a  condition  the  word 
'  provided'  is  used  in  ail  stipulated  artidee 
of  agreement,  I  shall  be  innnitdy  obliged 
to  him.  The  noble  lord  may  be  an  excel* 
lent  statesman,  but  from  what  he  has  just 
now  let  fall,  I  will  trust  him  in  any  thing 
but  an  explanation  of  the  meaning  of  a 
word  in  his  native  language.  I  am  sure 
the  gentleman  who  sits  next  him  (Mr* 
Dyson)  never  helped  him  to  the  terms  in 
which  the  motions  are  drawn  up« 

Mr.  William  Burke  : 

We  were  called  together  early  in 
the  season,  to  consider  of  the  regnUitiona 
which  the  noble  lord  informs  us  are  yet  in 
the  womb  of  time.  Our  adjoummenta 
have  been  short,  our  meetings  frequent^ 
our  committees  on  India  afiaira  many: 
yet  what  has  all  this  produced  ?  Whatbj 
the  sensible  part  of  the  world,  was  ex« 
pected— nothmg.  We  are,  as  t  under- 
stand, to  sit  here  for  many  months  longer^ 
in  the  sultiy  months,  for  Uie  benefit  of  our 
healths.  But  when  these  same  regulationa 
relative  to  the  East  India  Company  are  to 
take  place,  heaven  alone  can  telL  By 
the  language  of  the  motions,  they  should 
commence  now,  that  we  are  about  to  re- 
solve the  money  necessary :  by  the  Ian- 
guage  of  the  minister,  it  is  not  now,  but  at 
some  future  determinate  period:  so  thai 
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lihe  written  aod  tke  veibd  stde  of  the  mi«  i 
Bkter  varies  cooflideEably,  unless,  like 
MftdiBg  it  backwards^  we  begin  with'  the 
motion  fi^iiob  has  the  last  pUoe  assigned 
to  it  by  the  noble  lord,  though  it  ia  fint  in 
the  order  of  conMQon  sense. 

Mr.  Charks  Fo:v.  I  know  no  other 
^ray.  Sir,  of  accountiag  for  the  boo.  gen* 
tlenum's  mistake  (Mr.  £.  Borke)  who 
apoke  last  but  one,  unless  by  referring  it 
to  die  enor  he  set  out  with.  He  veaHY» 
Sir,  takes  you  for  air  Charles  Whitwocth, 
wd  thiafbr  a  coBunittee  of  supply.  QA 
loud  lau^  through  the  House.] 
.  Mr.  ISdmund  Burke.  I  am  always 
happy  when  I  can  contribute  to  the  good 
kunMmr  of  the  House,  as  I  think  it  an 
Mspidous  omen  in  our  liiTOttr ;  but.  Sir,  I 
ahould  have  been  absurd  indeed,  had  I 
tdaen  such  a  committee  as  this  ibr  aoon« 
■nttee  of  supply*  thoughl  know  not  thati 
ahould  have  ae8ei:¥«ed  oenaure  lor  mistakiiig 
you  for  sir  Chades  Whitworth. 

Governor  John^one.  I  rise,  Sir,  en- 
lijreljr  to  eaiacide  with  the  aable  lord's 
.  Motions,  Umgh  I  difer  from  him  in  opi« 
mon  conoeming  the  territoaal*oquiBitio«i 
in  .India.  A  late  chancellor,  I  rememhnc, 
iriM-dtd  honour  to  the  past  he  occimiad* 
deobrad  JUroself  m  Aivour  af  the  Cam- 
pany's  eiBokatvie  rigfbt  of  territory.  How- 
eaer,  this  is  not  i£b  place  far  snch  points 
to  be  'detennined.  As  tmstoes  iat  ^Ae 
pnUky  BPe  at«  partifs  canoeined,nnd  can- 
Bo^  decide  in  thejniblJc'B  favoor  i^jainat 
the  Compamr.  WeslBsiaBter4all  is  liie 
place  ftr  sunn  dedsioni.  One  things  Sic^ 
I  muat  beg  leave  to  oaeotioa.  There  waa 
a  proposal  velatiire  to  encseaaing  the  divi- 
dend, before  a  participation  of  profits  l>e- 
tween  government  and  the  Company 
akoidd  take  placet  The  cfaainaan,  at  a 
gesidkal  court,  I  veflafimber,  waa  ashrf, 
wiwther  be  dmught  that  pmpaial  arould 
he  agveed  to  ?  His  anawer  was,  that  lie 
had  reason  to  think  it  would  jneet  with  no 
oppositian.  He  was  asked  by  many,  and 
myself  in  paiAicnlar,  whether  lie  spoke 
thb  firom  authority,  >or  his  own  eanJB&- 
ture?  Now,  Sir, ili^ eiffect  such a-decma*- 
tion  nuist  have  upon  the  stock  is  too  no- 
torious to  need  recital.  What,  therafoney 
I  have  toaay  is,  that  if  the  diakman  made 
the  declaration  from  authority,  the  noble 
lord,  who  made  the  motion,  has  been  a 
little  inconsistent ;  but  if  the  chairman 
made  the  declaration  without  authori^, 
he  is  to  the  last  degree  crilntnal,  as  such 
proceeding  is  sporting  with  proprietan 
who  afe  akeady  sn  too  deplonnle  «  '^ 


not  richly  to  desenre  the  intorposi 
tKMi  of  parliament  in  their  fiivoor. 

Sir  Gtofwe  CoMrooie*  Aa  the  boa. 
^tleman  aas  thought  proper  to  alliade 
in  a  particular  manner  to  my  conduct  at  a 
late  general  court,  if  the  House  chooses 
it,  I  am  readv  to  relate  the  oonversation 
whidi  passed  in  aevend  iaterviewa  with 
the  noUeloidy  though  I  had  nueh  rather 
be  oscosed.  [Here  the  House  pressed 
him  to  proceed,  a^n  he  related  some 
private  eoofidf  ntkl  conversaticc,  and  then 
concluded  thus  :1  From  these  prpreasiiwa 
of  the  noble  lord,  I  did,  I  confiBso*  ando. 
stand,  that  he  avowed  the  paopoaaJ  nels- 
tive  to  an  increase  of  dividend^  previooi 
to  the  participation  taking  place,  niftd  si 
such  1  vnatufgd  the  detdw^iam  vim 
osHed  upon  in  a  genaral  eoort. 

LotiNorih.  What  die  hon.  epsilV  wan 
fgoveraar  Jahwtone)  Jiaa  let  fill,  I  cob- 
Mss  awrpdtaes  aae.  In  all  the  interviews  1 
eaer  had  irilli  the  hon.  gantfeosaa  whs 
spoke  laat  in  hisefieisl  raparityy  aa  cfaairw 
num  of  the  Cocilpany,  I  was  jdeiiqra  caiefid 
net  to  te  flMStakaa ;  I  akvnyss  cawtiofj 
htm  against  aU  tibes^hts  about  narnpesing 
the  dividend  abofe  6  per  cent,  end  I  le- 
poatedly  told  him,  that  whateeer  iproaed  ia 
oonsieivation  I  expected  ior  ever  to  be 
buried  in  efatorion«  and  that  it  a^ght  never 
he  mioled  m  antherisiBg  him  to  take  a 
aii^e  step.  With  aaspect  to  wliat  was 
comnutted  to  writieg,  ^lat  I  told  the  hoe. 
gentleman  he  mat  iUhetty  to  aeljr  open  as 
the  result  of  mature  dalibeiEtiaB.  lliave 
not  ene  of  the-  hoau  geotlemaa'a  letten 
about  me ;  but  I  will  vantuce  to  aiina» 
thatianone  ef  them  JsthaseA  ain^lees* 
pressiflo  which  oouU  be  construed  into  aa 
aeipMascenca  in  an  increase  of  dividead 

Kkmsto  the  fonicipation  taking  plncr 
very  idea  is  absiard :  to  aothaiise  a 
Company  to  ioensaflo  their  dividend  be> 
lore  they  hame  paid  their  debts,  ia  to  the 
lastid^BBeipreposteratts,  and  coaitnuy  to 
eserymaidmlliajve  hitherto  laid  desvn  ia 
nU  my  toeaties  «vilh  tbe  €oupangr. 

fiir  G.  CMnmkt.  In  jusd&atioe  ef 
esysdf,  I  snust  he  permitted  to  say,  that  I 
nm  aneapaUe  4f  vepeati^E  e  private  con- 
'wersatian  to  any  man's  dinnairantagp.  1 
wiR  awt  affiffm,  that  there  aseenpveiBiaaa 
Jai  any  of  the  fattevs,  wUcb  might  lead  me 
to  conclude,  that  the  noble  lora  would  ac- 
cede to  the  proposal  of  an  increase  of  divw 
^ad ;  hnt  I  ^ou^ht  acaae  of  his  veitNd 
expressions  authorised  me  to  aay  what  I 
din  at  the  general  eonrt. 

Heie  the  debate  oonduded,  and  the 


l>efofe  im  the  Cmnmam  on  ike  lUsdi^ 
titnujbr  rwlrwiitwy  the  Eas^  India  Cotm 
fmm$ft  DMdends.!  March  S9.  Thg 
tloQte  agftin  retonred  itself  into  a  Con* 
WMUoe  tocootidar  iurther  of  the  A&tn  of 
tibe  East  India  Company,  Mr 
the  chair. 


the  whole  of  tha  Bapoita  not  bemg  yal 
rgedy»  it  was  impossAla  h>r  the  House  to 
atttcr  upon  a  dtscussion  of  tiie  whole  of 
die  CoiniMiay 'sains;  that  on  the  ensimig 
dagf  a  report  of  the  Secret   Comnritfee 
would  be  oMde,  enabling  the  House  to  go 
hito  m  thorough  consideration  of  the  mat- 
ter;  that  however  something  at  present 
afight  be  laid  before  the  House  respecting 
Si  reatricdon  of  the  Company's  drridend  in 
esse  the  poblic  should  think  proper  to  ad* 
nnee  the  loaa  required;  the  necessity  of 
which  restriction^  and  of  the  paiiiamen* 
tsiy  resolutions   consequent  thereupon, 
die  noble  lord  strenuously  urged  as  the 
best,  and  he  said  only  possible  expedient 
te  prevent  a  continual  rise  and  fkll  of  In- 
fia  stock.  ^    His  lordship  also  added,  that 
the  body  of  the  proprietary  in  particular, 
SI  well  as  the  public  at  large,  expected  to 
hsar  thedefinitive  sense  of  pariiament,  rela«> 
the  to  restraining  the  dividend,  or  permit* 
tia^  it  to  be  enlarged;   for  these  and  a 
vmety  of  other  reasons  not  equally  im- 
fortant,  he  proposed  the  followmg  Reso- 
lutions: 

1.  '<  That,  In  case  a  sum  of  money  shall 
he  advanced  by  the  public,  for  the  relief 
of  the  East  India  Company,  the  Company 
oog^t  to  be  restrained  from  increasing 
their  Dividend  beyond  6  per  cent,  per 
aaoum,  until  such  money  shall  have  been 
repttd. 

2.  «<  lliat,  in  case  a  sum  of  money  shall 
lie  advanced  by  the  public,  for  the  relief 
of  the  East  Incua  Company,  the  Company 
tught  to  be  restrained  from  ' 
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waa  caOed  fer;  but  Mr*  Suike 
in  his  asseilieu  relative  te  the 
ofthephaase,  ««pievidedatthe 
^"  wlien  it  lefoned  to  something 
ftiaare,  he  proposed  the  fioUowuig  anien£ 
naenty  **  provided  that  in  six  weeks  the 
Compsmy  shall  make  due  i^gohitions.'' 
This  pasaed  u^the  negativo,  and  the  rcao- 
faariena  stood  as  before  mentioned. 

The  House  then  resumed,  the  chairman 
sepotted  progress,  and  mkii  leave  to  sit 
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Dividend  bejend  7  par  cent,  pet 
annum,  until  their  hauA  Dent  shall  be  le* 
duced  to  1,500,000{.'» 

The  noble  loird  supported  these  cesolu« 
tfans  by  several  forcme  axguamnts.  Sisdft 
as  the  undoubted  right  every  creditor,  whe 
patted  with  his  money,  had  to  exact  car* 
tahi  conditiena,  and  st^ukse  certam 
agreements,  previoos  to  hn  acqniescence 
in  the  request  solicited.  Widi  respect  to 
the  veatnction  of  the  dividend  to  6  per 
cent,  it  was  £Mmded,  he  said,  apon  the 
state  of  the  Company'a  situatioo,  which 
was  such  as  to  render  a  thought  about  per« 
mitting  them  to  deckare  a  laq^  dividend  to 
te  last  degree  preposterous.  His  losd^ 
ship  took  notice,  that  the  persons  ooih 
eemed  in  keeping'  the  Company'a  ms* 
counts^  were  such  expert  aritnmeticians^ 
that  thiBy  were  acquainted  with  the  tw<H 
iold  method  of  cyphering,  in  consequence 
of  which,  his  loraship  added,  it  waa  ap 
parent  that  theie  ww  such  a  thmg  as  e 
two-fold  meAod of  statmg  accounts;  but 
that  stated  in  a  real  oonformity  to  the 
Compaay^s  situation,  a  dividend  of  6  pes ' 
cent,  would  be  found  to  be  the  largeat 
moiety  in  the  power  of  the  Company  to 
afford  with  justice  to  thepublic,  and  the 
welftre  of  the  proprietary.  With  respect 
to  the  second  propositioD  of  allowing  the 
dividend  to  be  incseased  to  7  per  cent, 
aiier  the  money  borrowed  of  the  Compai^ 
should  be  paid  oi^  the  verv  prospect  of 
tins  increase  of  dividend,  his  lordship  said^ 
would  operate  with  the  Company,  and 
expedite  their  endeavours  to  discbarge  the 
dent  incurred*  The  prospect  H}f  an  in^ 
crease  a(  8  per  cent,  would,  his  lordship 
observed,  also  produce  a  similar  eilect« 
Hia  lordship  next  proceeded  to  state  Iroai 
whence  the  resources  were  to  flow  for  the 
discharge  of  the  debt  due  to  the  puhhc^ 
and  the  reduction  of  the  Company's  bond 
debt4  these,  he  said,  most  ansa  from  the 
territorial  revenues  of  Bengal ;  and  his  lord^ 
ship  further  intunated,  that  iHien  theso 
two  purposes,  namely,  the  repajpment  of 
the  loan  advanced  by  the  pubnc,  and  the 
reduction  of  the  Company's  bond  debt  to 
1,500,000^  were  eflfected,  that  perhaps 
the  Treasury  might  contribute  a  moiety  of 
its  share  of  the  jMirtlcipotion  to  re-establish 
the  aflUrs  of  the  Company  in  a  manner 
most  for  the  honour  of  the  natkm,  the  in- 
terest of  the  pnpriecary,  the  benefit  of 
commerce,  and  tho  security  of  publio 
credit:  but  his  lordship  also  Intimated, 
that  perhaps  patiiament  might  thbkpro^ 
per,  heraafker,  to  agitato  tho  questioe 
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about  the  right  to  die  territorial  pones- 

aioBS  io  India,  whether  it  was  Tested  in 

the  state  or  the  Company. 

Mr,  Sulivan  rose,    and  in  behalf  of 

the  Company  advanced^the  following  as- 

sertionB.    He  laid^  that  the  representation 

anade  by  the  secret  and  select  committees 

of  Uie  state  of  the  Company's  affiurs  were 
.  in  several  respects  erroneous :  in  particu- 
lar, the  secret  committee  in  the  report 

tiiey  had  made  had  given  no  credit  at  all 

for  the  fortifications,  warehouses,  &c.  of 

the  Company  in  India;  yet  they  ou^ht  to 

be  estimatea  at  something,  and  a  fair  a|)« 
.  praisement  beinff  made  of  their  value,  it 

-would  appear  that  the  Company,  as  to 

its  finances,  was  by  no  means  in  the  re- 
duced state>  described :  nay,  said  Mr.  Suli* 

Tan,  all  things  considered,  and  a  proper 

balance  of  profit  and  lossbeinsr  struck, 

the]  Company  is  at  this  time  raUier  in  a 

flourishing  situation.     He  therefore  con- 
tended, that  a  limitation  of  the  Company's 

dividend  to  6  per  cent,  was  a  measure 

highlv  injurious  to  its  real  interest.    He 

«tatea  the  Company's  affiurs  at  different 

Eeriods  since  the  year  1702,  and  concluded 
T  arguiag  for  a  dividend  of  8  per  cent, 
which  he  said  the  finances  of  the  Company 
might  well  afford. 

Governor  JohmUme  said,  that  firom 
what  fell  from  the  noUe  lord,  he  per- 
ceived that  there  were  two  ways  of  stating 
arguments  as  well  as  accounts;  that 
though  he  might  join  the  noUe  lord  in 
the  necessity  of  restraining  the  dividend, 
yet  he  differed  in  the  sum  to  which  that 
dividend  was  des^ned  to  be  limited;  that 
respecting  the  Treasury's  hereafter  re- 
nouncing iu  share  of  the  participation,  in 
order  to  expedite  and  e£Rsctuate  the  Com- 
pany's re*establishment,  though  he  was  in- 
clined to  give  as  much  credit  as  any  man 
to  what  the  noble  lord  on  every  other  oc- 
casion said,  yet  in  this  particular  he  could 
not  help  thmkiog  but  that  the  assertion 
stood  in  need  of  some  further  proof,  some 
kind  of  collateral  security  for  its  perform- 
ance. The  governor  added,  that  he  was 
clear  in  one  Siing,  that  the  Company  had 
not  exceeded  the  right  vested  in  them 
by  law  in  borrowing  the  sum  they  had :  it 
was  true  such  an  assertion  had  been  ad- 
vanced, and  terrific  threats  had  been  de- 
nounced in  consequence  of  the  Company's 
supposed  delinquency  in  this  respect; 
but  he  was  sure  parliament  never  seriously 
intended  to  put  its  threats  in  execution  by 
fiirther  agitating  that  point :  if  parliament 
did  so  mean*  the  Gomp^qy  was  ready  and 


willing  to  meet  pariiament  upon  that 
ground.  The  governor  coDckided  by 
expressii^hiswiui  that  a  step  of  ancfa  im- 
portance to  eo  immense  a  bony  of  people^ 
mi^t  not  be  hastily  agitated,  or  too  pre- 
cipitately detennined;  he  therefore  flioved 
for  postponing  the  consideratioa  of  the 
noble  lord's  riesolutions  for  a  few  days. 

Mr.  Dempster  warmly  recommended 
the  same  measure,  as  it  could  luiTe,  he 
said,  no  influence  upon  the  rise  or  fdl  of 
India  stock ;  the  noble  lord  Having  so  fre- 
quently declared  his  opiniop  respectiog 
tne  dividend,  as  to  renoer  it  no  longer  a 
matter  of  doubt  to  which  side  of  the  ques- 
tion his  lordship  was  inclined  to  lean ;  but 
he  said,  that  as  the  proprietary  had  agreed 
to  treat  with  administrati<m,  upon  a  aiippo- 
sition  that  the  allowance  of  a  dividend  of 
8  per  cent,  would  meet  with  its  auppoit; 
to  refuse  a  request  of  the  kind  was  to  lend 
the  aid  of  government  to  deceive  a  aet  tf 
menwhohi^alreadybeen  but  too  much  aad 
too  frequently  imposed  upon.  He  further 
said,  that  the  intimation  of  the  concur- 
rence of  administration,  respecting  an  sl- 
lowance  of  the  dividend  now  sdicitedy  was 
given  the  proprietary  frwn  their  own 
diair.  He  concluded  with  beseeching  the 
noble  lord  to  delay  the  final  conaderation 
of  the  matter  for  a  day  or  two.    * 

Lord  John  CavemiM  spoke  with  infinite 
spirit  and  proprietjr  upon  the  occasion: 
he  said,  tnat  adniinistratioQ  had  lately 
shewn  a  strange  propensity  to  interfere  io 
every  species  or  tne  executive  power: 
thatsucn  a  procedure  as  the  present  wis 
a  dangerous  precedent;  for  with  respect 
to  declaring  what  dividend  the  Company 
should  or  should  not  make,  it  was  to  all 
intents  and  purposes  to  wrest  the  power 
of  declaring  a  dividend  out  of  the  hands 
of  the  directors  wherein  it  was  by  charter 
lodged,  and  to  vest  that  right  wliere  nd- 
ther  the  Company's  charter  nor  the  cus- 
tom observeo,  with  respect  to  trading 
companies,  authorised  it  to  be  vested  io 
parliament:  his  brdship  was  therefore 
against  restraining  the  dividend,  as  a  step 
that  savoured  much  of  too  gr^  an  ai- 
sumption  of  the  executive  power ;  but  be 
strenuously  urged  the  necessity  of  a  par- 
liamentary enquiry  into  the  afiairs  of  the 
Company,  andf  concluded,  by  recommend- 
iog  tne  execution  of  strict  and  impartisl 
justice  upon  delinquents  how  dignified 
soever. 

Mr.  Jenkinson  rose,  and,  in  defence  of 
the  restriction  of  dividend  proposed,  be 
observed,  that  what  had  been  advanced  by 
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snhMi.  nembeTf  (Mr.  SoKvan)  veapvot- 
tog  the  value  of  those  fortiflcalioDS,  ware- 
hoiues,  &c.  Monging  to  the  Company  in 
India,  wa«  ei^tremely  fallacious;  that  il 
was  trge,  the  secret  oommhteA,  in  their 
report,  had  estimated  then  at  no  certain 
sum ;  but  that  this,  so  far  from  being  an 
omisston,  was  perleolly  conformable  to 
justice :  for  the  fortificatbns,  ufarehonses, 
$c.  the  property  of  the  Company  in  India, 
supposing  tnem  of  immense  value  there, 
could  not  fairly  be  estimated  as  of  any 
value  here ;  they  were  subject  to  casual- 
ties; were  at  an  immense  distance;  a 
thousand  accidents  might  intervene,  grant- 
ing the  Company  disposed  even  to  con- 
vert them  into  cash;  on  the  whole,  he 
thought,  that  in  making  no  estimate,  and 
^vingthe  Company  no  credit  for  these 
fertincations,  the  secret  committee  had 
acted  perfectly  consonant  to  truth,  to  rea- 
son, and  their  duty.  With  respect  to 
postponing  the  resolutions  proposed  by 
hit  noble  friend  for  even  a  fbw  days  only, 
agreeably  to  the  desire  of  an  hon.  gentle- 
man, this  could  answer  no  end  what^^ter ; 
for  a  restriction  of  the  Company's  dividend 
to  6  per  cent. 'was  either  a  proper  or  an 
improper  measure ;  if  it  was  an  improper 
measure,  the  sooner  it  was  diRCUssed,  and 


[S18 

that  freedom  he  could  wish,  lest  hts  words 
might  be  quoted  as  a  confirmation  of 
some  men's  sentiments,  who  pretending  to 
be  in  the  secret,  mi^ht  mak^a  pemiciona 
use  of  their  speculation,  and  thus,  conti- 
nued his  loroship,  I  might  be  accessary, 
^ugh  innocently,  to  the  injury  of  thou- 
sand^ It  is  partly  to  prevent  a  practice  so 
averse  to  my  nature,  that  1  have  ventured 
to  propose  these  Resolutions*  I  think 
them  tne  best  specifics  against  that  hateftil 
disease  of  stock-jobbing;  and  were  I,  in 
compliance  with  the  hon.  gentleman's  re- 
(juest,  to  delay  Ae  application  of  the  m- 
inedy,  I  should,  by  a  careless  remissness, 
only  connive  at  the  prevalence  of  the  dis- 
temper for  a  few  days  longer. 

Mr.  Edmund  Burke  next  rose,  and  beg- 
ged the  chairman  would  read  the  Resolu- 
tions; which  hfiing  complied  with,  Mr- 
Burke  desired  that  they  might  be  put,  and 
debated  separately;  and  that  only  the. 
first,  relative  to  the  restriction  of  the 
Companyls  dividend  to  6  per  cent,  niight 
then  oe  agitated.  Lord  North  <:onsented 
without  hesitation  to  separate  the  Reso)b>- 
tions,  and  the  first  being  ready 

Mr.  Edmund  Burk§  spoke  nearly  a^ 
follows. — He  said  he  had  long  experienc- 
ed the  ineilicacy  of  his  arguments  apd 


laid  aside,  the  better  x  if,  on  the  contrary, 

it  was  a  proper  measure,  why  postpone  it  ?  I  the  weakness  of  his  reasoning  powers^ 
A  delay  of  even  a  few  days  would  i^nply  |  when  employed  in  opposition  to  any  nro- 
that  the  dividend  mi^ht  not  be  restrained,  |  posal,  how.absmrd  soever,  that  came  rromf 
St  the  same  tisne  that  it  was  perhaps  the    thle  opposite  side  of  the  House ;   that  to 


sense  of  parliament  that  it  should  be  re- 
strained ;  it  ^ould  make  that  possible 
only  and  contingent  which  in  itself  was 
certain  and  determined ;  it  would  keep  a 
body  of  men  in  suspence,  and  thus  deiWt 
one  of  the  very  ends  for  which  the  noble 
lord  had  propoeed  his  Resolutions.  He 
^refore  eoncludi'd,  that  he  believed  the 
propriety  of  the  restriction  of  the  dividend 
to  6  per  cent,  was  universally  allowed  by 
the  House,  as  scarcely  a  single  argument 
had  been  advanced  against  it;  and  the 
propriety  of  the  measure  being  admitted, 
the  sooner  k  was  determined  on,  the  bet- 
ter would  it  be  for  the  Company :  on 
whidi  account  he  was  in  (avour  not  only 
of  the  Resolutions,  but  of  the  instant  de- 
ciiion  of  the  affair. 

Lord  North  said,  that  it  was  one  of  the 
n^isertes  concomitant 'with  greatness  and 
attending  his  ofiice,  that  a  word,  a  look, 
even  a  gesture,  was  liable  to  be  miscon- 
strued and  perverted  to  an  improper  use ; 
on  this  account  his  lordship  said,  that  it 
hticame  dangerous  for  him  to  speak  with 
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differ  in  opinion  from  the  noble  lord  was  a 
kind  of  political  heresy,  which  the  noble 
lord's  more  orthodex  fiends  resented  as  a 
crime  of  the  deepest  dye;  that  to  ha- 
rangue against  the  measures  of  a  wretched 
administratiofi,  was  to  grate  Hhe  jarring 
sounds  of  discord  upon  the  ears  of  too 
maiiyin  that  House ;  that  it  was  inharmo- 
nious, and,  like  some  string  that  s'truck 
not  in  unison,  it  produced,  m  the  opinion 
of  some,  the  most  tmpleasSng'  and  "unmu- 
sical concord  imaginable.  He  said,  that 
the  gentlemen  in  office  had  the  means  in 
their  power  of  attuning  all  their  instru- 
ments to  perfect  harmony ;  and  that  they 
had  made  proper  use  of  such  means  could 
not  be  doubted  with  a  shad6w  of  pro- 
priety ;  but  as  he  still  continued  the  same 
unmusical,  unpleasing,  discordant  crea- 
ture, he  should  venture  a  few  observations, 
disgustful  enough  he  ,knew  to  some, 
though  if  they  should  prove  so  to  all,  upon 
the  slightest  intimation  of  the  kind,  he 
would  sit  down  and  desist  from  giving  fur- 
ther offence* 
L3  G] 
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Haying  thus  dbpatched  his  e^cordium, 
Mr.  Burke  next  stated  the  profiositioDS  he 
meant  to  prove,  thd  most  material  of  which 
were  the  tollowing : 

.  1.  That  the  East  India  Company  were 
not  before  the  House. 

2.  That  if  ever  they  were  before  the 
House,  they  had  been  brought  there  by 
force,  fraudf,  and  menaces* 

3.  That  the  treaty  between  the  goviern- 
mentandthe  Company  was,  on  the  side 
of  the  government,  iniquitous  in  every 
part* 

4.  That  with  respect  to  the  territorial 
acquisition,  not  one  4awyer,  with  a  rag  of 
a  gown  upon  his  back,  or  a  wig  with  one 
tie,  had  given  it  as  his '  opinion,  that  the 
right  to  these  possessions  was  vested  in  the 
crown,  and  not  in  the  Company. 

5.  That  the  pretence  of  rectifying 
abuses,  of  nourishing,  fostering,  and  pro- 
tecting the  Company,  was  only  made  with 
a  design  of  fleecmg  the  Company. 

6.  That  the  French  East  India  Com- 
pany, under  a  government  truly  desj^tic, 
w)u  yet  in  a  better  situation  than  the  Eng- 
lish East  India  Company,  under  a  govern- 
ment which  pretended  to  liberty. 

7.  That  in  respect  to  the  mode  of  con- 
ducting itself  towards  its^  East  India  Com- 
pany, the  French  government  was  an  an- 
gelic government,  com(>ared  with  the 
English  government,  in  its  conduct  to- 
waras  its  £ast  India  Company. 

8.  That  the  very  vote  then  abont  to 
pass  was  such  an  imringement  upon  char- 
ter-rights as  the  spirit  of  Englishmen 
ought  not  to  brook ;  Mid  such  a  vi^^ation 
of  the  constitution,  as  might  ind.  1  be 
paralleled,  but  could  not  be  exceeded  in 
the  annals  of  any  country,  how  despotic 
•oever. 

To  prove  the  first  proposition,  **  that 
the  East  India  Company  was  not  before 
the  House,''  Mr.  Burke  argued  thus  4 

He  said,  that  the  act  of  the  Company 
was  contained  in  the  whole  of  the  propo- 
sals laid  before  the  House :  that  the  House 
was  to  treat  with  the  Company  in  its  cor- 
porate capacity,  and  to  accept  or  reject 
the  whole  of  its  acts ;  that  to  accept  of 
part  of  the  Company's  proposals,  reject 
the  rest,  and  ingraft  new  proposals  of  its 
own  upon  those  offered  by  the  Company, 
was  to  drop  the  idea  of  a  treaty  between 
parliament  and  a  corporate , body,  and  to 
.  assume  an  unconstitutional  right  over  the 
Company ;  it  was,  in  short,  to  all  intents 
and  purposes,  to  destroy  the  charter  rights 
•f  the  Company.    The  act  gf  the  Com- 
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pany,  therefore,  bdng  contained  in  tlie 
whole  of  the  proposals ;  and  the  whole  of 
the  proposals,  not  being  before  the  House, 
it  followed,  that  the  Company  was  not 
virtually  before  the  House,  in  the  only  senie 
that  a  company  of  the  Idnd  could  be  be- 
fore the  House,  namely  by  its  acts. 

To  prove  the  second  proposition,  '*  thit 
if  tlie  Company  was  now  or  ever  had  beea 
before  the  House,  it  was  brought  there  by 
force,  fraud,  and  menaces,"  Mr.  Barb 
went  historically  into  a  detail  of  the  fint 
treaty  entered  mto  with  the  CompanTin 
the  year  1767.    He  said,  that  a  «  M 
voice,"  (Mr.  Beckford's)  Bomethinelib 
the  call  ci  a  huntsman  to  the  early  bora, 
came  from  that  side  of  the  House  to  the 
f(^lowing  purport:  «  Look  to  theEut" 
That  the  bait  which  tempted  the  adnuoB- 
trationofthat  time  was  thirteen  mjlliooi 
of  specie!      To  the  populace  without 
doors   was    held  out  the  aUureroent  of 
f  *  no  additional  tax  upon  porter."    To  the 
landed  gentlemen  within  ^was  propoie4 
that  tempting  circumstance  of  <*  nolun 
tax."    No,  no,  said  Mr.  Burke,  our  Eng- 
lish nabobs  midce  no  scruple  to  dineoae 
with  taxes  of  every  kind  1    Thus  allQied 
by  the  prospect  of  the  thirteen  millioos, 
administration  forced  the  Company  to  open 
a  treaty;  and  to  expedite  the  proposals  on 
Uie  Company's  side,  menaces  were  then, 
as  now,  tarown  out,  and  the  threats  to  de- 
prive the  Company  of  its  territorial  acqiu- 
sitwns  had  so  Car  the  effects  intended, 
that   administration  raised   in  their  de- 
mands in  proportion  to  the  alacrity  flbeim 
by   the    Company  to   enter  into  trea- 
ty; the  fraud  on  the  partofadmiiuitn' 
tion  lay  in  exacting  from  the  ComptDy 
an  annual  payment   of  400,(XXy.  at  a 
time  when  the  Company  was  actually^^ 
volved,  and  incapable  of  paying  WXfM- 
a  year :  yet  this  very  Company,  so  inct- 
pacitated,  witf  forced  to  accede  to  in 
agreement  to  pay  400,0002.  yearly  to  p- 
vemment,  to  prevent  the  threats  rabu- 
ni^  by  administration  from  taking  efie^ 
in  which  case  tiie  Company  was  to  be 
robbed  of  its  territories  acquired  by  ^h 
by  conquest,  or  otherwise !    So  that  tbs 
treaty  was  begun  by  &rce,  carried  «i  by 
fraud,  and  concluded  by  the  means  of  de^ 
potic  menaces.  . 

To  prove  the  third  proposition,  '*  tl» 
the  treaty  between  government  aod  tM 
Company  was,  on  the  side  of  goveiofflcsi, 
altogetiier  iniquitous,"  Mr.  Burke  coo- 
tended  thus :  the  pretext  ^orint^^^ 
tiie  Company's  affiuxa  was  in  1767  «» 
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ttme  as  in  1773:^  migmanagement,  cor- 
raptioD»  fiauds,  and  peculattoas  of  every 
Idndy  were  aaid  to  have  been  committed  by 
the  Company's  servants  both  at  home  and 
abroad*  Have  these  evils  been  rectified? 
Have  any  of  the  criminals  b^n  summoned 
before  }[ou  ?  Has  their  conduct  been  m- 
qiiired  into?  Not  one  single  suspected 
person  has  been  examined;  not  a  man» 
against  whom  a  charge  was  exhibitedt  has 
been  catechitod  as  to  his  demerits.  On 
the  contrary,  if  the  evils  complained  of 
did  really  exist ;  if  the  whole  of  the  ma- 
nagement of  the  Comoany's  affiiirs  was 
one  scene  of  bloodsheciy  rapine^.violencey 
and  perfidy  abroad;  of  corruption^  stock 
jdbbmgy  trick,  vilhdny,  and  artifice  at 
home;  you  ministers,  at  the  same  time 
that  you  held  out  this  as  a  reason  for  en- 
tering at  all  mto  an  examination  of  the 
Company's  afGurs,  you,  I  say,  sanctified 
this  oloodshed,  this  rapine,  this  villainy, 
this  extortion;  vou  gave  a  sanction  to 
these  crimes^  and  granted  a  royal  permit 
for  the  Company's  servants  to  practise 
them  in  future  for  the  valuable  conside- 
ration of  4OO,00OL  This  was  the  price 
of  blood;  this  was  the  assessment  made 
by  administration;  this  crime-tax  being 
i^ed,  to  we  beard  no  more  of  mal-prac- 
tices !  The  ainners  were  arrayed  in  white- 
robed  innocence;  their  misdeeds  were 
more  than  atoned  for  by  an  expiatory  sa- 
crifice of  the  pecuniary  kind. 

What  is  now  advanced,  said  Mr.  Burke, 
will  hold  witb  respect  to  the  Company's 
territorialacquisitions ;  the  lawyers  equivo- 
cated when  the  question  was  a^tated; 
one  said  **  the  Company's  territorial  pos- 
sessions we  held  by  srant  under  office, 
and  not  by  conouest  '^  another  said,  that 
"  the  crown,  tnough  it  could  not  claim 


them  by  a  legal  right,  yet  ought,  ferfas 
ovi  ntfaSf  to  enjoy  them ;''  but  I,  said  Mr. 
Burke,  was  one  of  many  wlio  combated 
this  doctrine  upon  either  of  those  grounds 
laid  down  by  some  men ;  for  I  then  said,  and 
I  do  now  say,  that  the  Company's  possses- 
sions  were  not  gained  by  conquest,  and 
therefore  the  crown  can  have  no  right  to 
them ;  or  granting  them  to  be  all  gained 
by  conquest,  that  even  then  the  crown 
i»s  no  right  to  them.  Mr.  Burke  con- 
cluded by  asserting,  that  no  lawyer  with  a 
ng  of  a  gown  upon  his  back,  or  a  tie  ^iz- 
sle  upon  his  head,  had  ventured  positively 
to  assert  that  the  crown  had  any  right  to 
ue  territorial  possessions  of  the  East  In- 
dia Coinpany. 
Mr.  Bi^e  slightly  touched  upon  his 


fifth  proposition;  for  he  said  it  was  no- 
torious, that  past  administrations  had  pro- 
fessed to  have  the  Company's  welfare 
at .  heart,  at  the  very  time  when  they 
were  plunderim  it ;  and  he  had  not,  he 
said,  conceived  a  more  fiivourable  opi- 
nion of  the  intentions  of  the  present  set  of 
ministers.  Respecting  the  Trench  East 
India  Company,  Mr.  Burke  said,  that  the 
king  of  France  had  taken  thehr  affiurs  en* 
tireTy  into  his  own  hand;  that  when  thev 
were  in  a  deplorable  situation,  he  took 
their  d^ts  upon  himself,  and  had  since 
punctually  discharged  them:  that  in  the 
worst  of  times  he  had  permitted  them  to 
divide  five  per  cent.  In  short,  that  he 
and  his  ministers  had  acted,  compared  with 
our  King  and  his  ministers,  with  respect 
to  their  East  India  Company,  like  angels ; 
and  that  the  French  East  India  Company, 
b^  the  monarch's  firiendly  hand,  had  flou* 
nshed  more  in  a  land  of  despotism  than 
the  English  East  India  Company  ever  had 
done  in  a  land  of  boasted  liberty ;  but  that 
our  liberty  consisted  in  boasting  only,  that 
it  was  imaginary  and  not  rea^  was,  Mn 
Burke  said,  but  too  apparent. 

In  proof  o^  which  he  referred  to  his 
eighth  proposition ;  for  what,  says  he,  are 
you  now  about  to  do  ?  Are  you  not  going 
to  invade  the  rights  of  tlie  Company  aa 
invested  in  -  them  by  charter  ?  Have  you 
such  an  authority  by  the  constitution? 
No.  Are  you  not  going  to  assume  it? 
Yes.  Are  you  not,  as  my  noble  fnend 
(lord  John  Cavendish)  has  observed,  are 
you  not  going  to  seize  the  executive 
power,  and  ille^y  to  deprive  the  direct 
tors  of  the  Company  of  their  rights  ?  For 
to  them  and  not  to  you  the  dedaration  of 
a  dividend  appertams.  But  further,  upon 
what  grounds  do  you  presume  thus  to  de* 
chure  a  dividend  of  6  per  cent  ?  Have 
you  stated  any  accounts?  Have  you 
proved  to  us  that  the  Company  can  afford 
to  pay  even  this  dividend  ?  For  ^ou  talk 
much  of  their  bankrupt  situation.  With- 
out stating  therefore  a  single  account,  you 
declare  the  Company  able  to  divide  6  per 
cent,  though  not  able  to  divide  more ;  and 
to  prove  this,  you  bring  no  sort  of  autho- 
rity, you  produce  no  voucher,  but  deal  out 
assertions,  illegally  diroose  of  the  proper- 
ty of  thousands,  and  beg  us  to  believe, 
upon  the  credit  of  your  own  words,  that 
you  are  acting  all  the  time  for  the  Com- 
pany's benefit  1 

xou  talk  of  the  mismanagement  of  the 
Company's  servants;  you  talk  of  their 
quittmg  tbe  tnidiog  for  the  military  pat^ 
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'Who  first  obcaiionM  their  icting  in  thft 
manner  f  It  was  the  iatri|pi6S  of  tte  French 
that  first  drew  them  ande  finom  trade  to 
war^  and  you  have  been  accenary  to  these 
intrigues.  But  even  in  a  military  cafia* 
city,  our  East  India.  Company  haa  ilone 
what  never  companj^  did  before ;  it  has 
maintained  its  forces  at  its  own  expence; 
ao  that  an  army  ia  to  be  raised,  to  be  paid 
in  order  to  jproseeute  wars  into  whidi  you 
have  drawn  the  CompAny ;  and  if  any  ac* 

auisitions  are  made»  the  King  is  to  seiae 
bem»  as  of  right  belonging  to  himself:  if 
the  Company  is  not  able  to  pay  40,000^ 
wou  ^re  to  force  it  to  ^ay^OOfiOOL  and  if, 
ht  means  of  your  thus  plundering  it,  the 
CTompany  is  reduced  to  a  state  of  bank- 
ruptcyt  to  restore  its  credit,  you  are  to  in<» 
fringe  upon  its  rights ;  to  settle  its  affiurs, 
you  are  to  adjust  its  dividends ;  and  to 
rectify  its  abuses,  you  are  to  deprive  it 
of  the  liberty  of  sending  out  officers  for 
the  purpose. 

But  to  what  has  all  your  boasted  atten- 
tion  to  the  public  credit  of  this,  or  any 
other  company,  amounted  i  Even  to  the 
entire  destruction  of  Uiat  public  credit 
which  you  have  pretended  to  save.  The 
East  India  Company's  bonds  were  never 
mt  so  low  an  ebb  as  smce  you  intermeddled 
with  their  afiairs  t  Bank  stock  has  fell, 
though  not  so  much  as  it  would  had  your 
intermeddling  fingers  been  more  concern- 
ed. In  short,  with  daily  professions  in 
iour  mouths  of  preserving  public  credit, 
itherto  every  kind  of  stock  upon  which 
you  have  laid  your  pestifisrous  nands,  has 
perished  by  the  lench,  and  public  credit, 
about  the  jpreservation  of  which  you  talk 
te  much,  u  almost  annihilated  amongst  us. 
Mr.  Speaker  Norton  rose  and  saUT,  that 
ao  far  from  no  lawyer  having  openly  de- 
dared  in  &vaur  of  the  riglit  of  tne  crown, 
to  the  EiBst  India  Company's  territorial 
t»ossessionS|  no  less  than  three  respectaSle 
characters  had  ^iven.  their  opinions  e)c«> 
pressly  on  that  side  of  the  qumon.  One 
of  the  gentlemen  to  whom  I  allude,  stiys 
air  Fletcher,  is  now  no  more;  the  other 
has  attained  those  professional  honours  to 
which  he  was  emmently.  entitled ;  and  the 
third  j[Mr.  Thurlow)  is  m  a  fair  way  of 
sittainmg  every  honour  to  which  by  his 
ahining  abilities  he  hss  a  right  to  hiy  claim. 
He  then  read  a  copy  of  those  eentlemen's 
opinions,  the  pmport  of  whit£  was,  that 
his  Majesty  had  an  undoubted  rieht  to  idl 
those  territorial  possessions  in  India  which 
the  Company  had  aoquiied  by  conqu^t. 
Tfaii^  oontinued  sir  Eletch«r,  t  t)K>a^ht 


proper  to  produce,  m  cditttradietiaB  ti 
whatt^ie  hoii.  genUeman.advaaced;  ssi 
it  tnay  serve  to  convince  hto,  thst  met 
who  Imve  whole  gowns»  instead  ef  rsgi  of 
olie,  upon  their  backs,  have  avewed  Ksti* 
meats  which  the  hon.  gendemsn  m 
pleased  to  say  no  kwyer  ever  yet  svowdL 
Bespecting  the  opiiiion  I  fbnnerlygtvt 
npon  the  subject,  tma%  not  tlienin  office, 
it  may  be  stqtoaaed  a  tireascript  of  my  teal 
sentiments. '  What  my  swtiments  on  tbs 
liead  now  are,  will  appear  mote  faHy  wfan 
this  matter  comes  betore  the  House ;  and 
I  wish  it  to  be  discussed  m  a  to,  candid, 
and  open  manner;  when  I  shall  discharge 
the  duty  I  owe  to  my  country  as  a  » 
nator,  ts  a  man,  ana,  I  hope,  a  ammd 
lawyer. 

Mr.  Grey  Cooper  next  ste{»ed  ibrth  ia 
support  of  the  itesohiiicms.  He  sttenBt* 
ed  to  refute  the  reasoning,  and  renoa 
ritticubus  the  arguments  of  Mr.  Burke. 
He  said,  tfiat  the  whole  of  that  iogeoiois 
senator's  speech  was  aftliecy.  As  to  no 
accounts  being  stated  from  whence  the 
propriety  of  a  restriction  of  the  Cooi- 
pany's  dividend  oouldbe  inferred,  it  was 
ftklse  in  fact ;  for  that  thfe  Company's  debts 
were  sufficient  to  justify  the  restrictioD  of 
dividend.  That  as  to  the  French  East 
India  Company,  he  had  read  aomethisg 
relative  to  the  conduct  of  the  kisg  <R 
France  towards  tlua  Company,  paitioiJarljr 
a  pamphlet  written  by  an  Abro,  whereio 
it  was  asserted,  that  the  king  had  condes- 
cended to  pocket  a  larae  share  of  tbe 
Company's  profits,  and  this^  according  o 
the  expression  of  the  Abb6,  **  pour  nourir 
les  affiures  de  la  Cotnpagn'ie ;"  tbst  if  ths 
was  acting  in  an  angelic  manner,  tbe 
FVench  kinv  VMk  indeed  an  angel  ofanw- 
nard) ;  but  ne  concluded  by  wishing,  tbit 
the  English  East  India  Compsny  migbt 
only  know  whiCt  it  was  to  be  goveroed  bjf 
mortals  like  the  present  khig  end  hismH 
nisters,  sooner  than  such  angeb  si  ^ 
Grand  Monsrque  and  his  ministera. 

Colonel  BarrS  next  rose.  The  House 
was  ail  attention ;  imd  the  cdhMoel  thtf 
broke  silence.  He  said,  with  a  i»ile,  tk^ 
his  ingenious  fHend  ^Mr.  Burke)  bid 
been  so  rapid  in  his  ffight,  that  it  was 
scarcely  possible  for  a  common  ohserver 
to 'follow  him  with  the  eye;  be  cntcrw 
into  a  justification  of  the  trssty  msdem 
1767>  with  the  Etet  India  CoropaBy.  I« 
said,  that  the  udministration  of  that  tioe 
meant  every  thing  for  the  betaefii  of  t» 
Company,  and  Uie  interest  ef  the  p<* 
tion$    but   ttat   tfa^  had  keen  krte^ 


BSJ>rtaMMAs^A^£iaill9iAtC^  A.D.  ITtS. 


•opted  in  tinslr  mtrsuit  by  little  fiKtionfti 
taienteA  eveb  by  their  friemAk  tt  irdll 
IS  enemies  3  *Til  tn]»,  atid  the  iscillmeH 
hy  gfMMl  Mehd  behind  me  f  Mr.  Borke) 
las  often  giteb  m  a  btiwiog  m*  Ihttt  &6go* 
nation ;  but  I  (M  tobsckKtt  wte  dfeteeiVfe  it 
lot.  Ine  cAMmI  tvek  eisoiBkvn  Id  tmMi* 
ion  tHe  kte  Mr.  Beckfoi^»  irfio  had  bem 
JludedtobyMtnBttlM;  bb#tt>iaid«b« 
lokxiel,  A  fliin  wbd  a}w«y8  ibeabt  #eli» 
hough  he  iWitibiiU  OM^  Wrcmg  meMiodfe 
ooblimhl^%n€»k  With  t«^et  to  wfittl 
tfr.  Bfirkfe  had  lei  htU  «Miieehilhg  bgrait 
iwyer^B  httriiig  iMNtHMlk  thM  the  cfaim 
(uraid  M^  \a^  tkNft  %M-iU)iiBl  {immsb- 
IMS  of  Ihe  EMI  Indbi  €em)Miny,  ^^ 
«t  n;/fet,  I  diecli^,  nAid  Ihfe  eirfbnel)  14o 
rell  remember  the  <ipfhi(m  ford  diiSf  ju^ 
(ce  De  G)«y  gfive>  and  I  mt  eerttf  n  that 
uch  an  expresaidn  ticf^r  dtyypped  from 
(is  Itp^  It  i§  true  indeed,  that  the  various 
fid  contridlctory  e(»iftfMis  gfv^n  by  1«H^ 
IU9  htwfstu  nam  the  fiubfeet,  bate  eoir- 
omidtd  me;  I  )>rofe8d  1  neter  eoekLun- 
lentand  themt  thanh  I  dare  say  they 
oeant  it  not,  ydt  00  far  fW>A  convincing, 
hey  have  ^firays  puzzled  and  misled  me, 
rhich  has  occasioned  me  freqaeMy  to 
leclare,  that  we  were  out-flanked  by  the 
iw.  Tie  eolond  then  ahewed  the  vast- 
len  of  the  object  before  iSie  House,  and 
rom  iti  coDsequential  nature,  be  argoed 
(^  the  necessity  of  going  to  the  bottom 
tf  the  enquiry ;  of  punishme^,  if  punish- 
wat  was  neceMory;  atad  rf  abplauding 
rbere  merit  ea:acled  sech  Mpiause.  If 
ou  meet  a  tibarecter,  said  Uhk  colonel, 
Mweriog  tfie  description  of  a  man,  who 
hoogh  in  many  respects  perhaps  is  highly 
olpaMe,  yet  who  has  contributed  to  sup-' 
ort  the  East  India  Company  in  ekist- 
nee;  if  during  the  Course  w  ybur  en- 
luiries  you  discover  such  a  character,  foT 
jod's  sake  weigh  wdl  hh  merits,  and  ba- 
Rice  them  against  his  crimes.  Ttie  colonel 
^xtssal,  that  the  movements  df  admmia^ 
ration  had  been  too  slow;  but  "  better 
«e  than  never,*'  fbr  bad  the  ttialster 
»ger  delayed  an  enquiry  hrto  tfce  East 
iidn  Company's  affiiits  he  would  faav^ 
^rved  tmpeadyment. 
I  love  yott  not,  said  the  cdionel,  address- 
^g  himself  ao  ^ht  mtiiistry^I  ]6«e  yon 
•ot,  but  in  this  business,  whik*  yott  'con- 
Bca  yomaelvea  #ith  propri<fty,  I  wHl  go 
"«h  yofu  hand  ib  hand :  but  aeA  not 
«^»m  y^r  mearc^iea;  ahn  not  at  a 
"»ttibntion  of  offices;  ymi  have  idready 
Jnoagh  at  your  disposal;  peitmt  me  to 
•y  that  yvtthiwa  too  touch  to  answer  ttiy 
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good  Mtpoae;  by  which nmana you  carry 
aii  berons  you ;  we  only,  oontmaed  th« 
coionel,  come  here  to  know  the  hoar  iriien 
you  order  your  carriages  to  be  ready« 
Onpoatikm  is  dead,  (herw  the  colonel 
Mded  his  aim  and  redfned  his  hefki)  00^ 
pontiott  is  dead,  and  I  am  left  ddat 
bsoumer  aror  her  bier;  btft  let  not  Ihis^ 
I  CMSCtbib  you,  be  a  motive  fbr  youf 
grasping  at  more  power;  tete  00  coasins^ 
no  ymingtr  brevets,  no  servile  depand- 
anta  no  i^foer  open  tlie  Company  ^  tbii 
iaiped^  our  reaeancbea,  as  the  ibllo^Hns 
atieeiiot^  aaiii  the  oolonef,  will  «vince  t 
Diirii^  the  «niaer  ^tlntion  of  the  East 
India  Company'a  aAir8»  I  one  day  left 
this  Honie,  and  passing  throvigh  tfaelbbby, 
[  aaw  a  oettnm  memlber  te  dose  conver'^ 
aation  with  a  pewetful  man,  at  that  tbnd 
fed  tha  dhiebtion.  I  took  the  firH  oppor* 
tuaityofMdresshig  the  member;  •«P»y,»» 
aaid  I,  « what  we«B  yon  convet^iag  with 
the  director  aboai  ?  Were  you  ei^afoar^ 
ii^  to  get  some  information  relative  to  the 
afeir  new  befote  «s  f^  «  Oh  no,"  replied 
my  friend,  **  I  was  soliciting  his  interest 
for  the  provision  of  an  unfortunate  young 
man,  a  distant  relation  of  mkie,  whom  I 
am  gemg  to  send  to  the  East  ladi^.'* 
Did  Ml  trath  iMige  me  I  should  be  sorry 
t»  say,  coatimied  the  colonel,  that  I  fear 
this  is  the  ease  with  too  noany  amongst  ns ! 
SAsd  if  such  selish  views  are  suffered  to 
prevail,  our  enquhries  will  prove  fruitless, 
and  all  oar  effotts  to  serve  tho  Company 
aborthre.  The  colonel  tlhen  condudedf, 
by  recommending  preseverance ;  and  sidd, 
be  hoped  that  now  notbing  would  draw 
aside  the  attention  cfadminitftmtion.  The 
affiiirs  of  the  Compatiy  onght,  be  safd,  t6 
be  finished  this  session,  even  ff  the  Hovat 
sat  till  August ;  bdbre  another  sessioi^ 
war,  or  some  other  calamity,  might  eh* 
gage  the  attention  of  the  House;  a^  if 
that  should  not  be  the  case,  the  time 
would  be  too  nearly  approached,  when 
the  private  interest  of  eacli  member  woidd 
pt^onderaie.  I  advise  you  therefbre, 
oondoded  the  colonel,  fbr  the  sake  of 
yourtitedit  with  the  Kine  (for  God  knows 
you  have  non^  wi^  nie  people^)  but^ 
fbr  the  sake  of  your  credit  with  die  King, 
I  advise  you  to  acquit  youtseSves  like  men 
in  tJMs  mraettaking ;  ft  is  an  arduous  one, 
and  therefbre  the  greater  glory  will  re* 
dound  to  you ;  fbr,  the  East  h)dia  Com* 
pany,  if  yiDa  act  true  to  its  Interest,  will 
prove  an  ornamental  t;ha!h ;  or,  on  the 
eontrary,  a  miH-etone'  abotit  your  nedcs^ 
that' win  plunge  you  into  sh  idiyss  of  it^ 
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feanj  and  disgrace ;  notwidutandiDg  every 
support  a  king  can  give,  and  every  effort 
majOBty  may  make  to  aave  you  from  de« 
etruction. 

General  Cotmay  spoke  next,  but  direct* 
cd  his  address  dii^y  to  Mr.  Burke*  whom 
he  said  he  should  censure  for  preferrinsr 
the  Firench  to  the  English  government,  did 
not  the.  adage  hold  good,  that  there  was 
no  deputing  about  taste. 

Governor  Johnstone  still  pressed  the 
postponing  of  the  business,  and  intinlated, 
that  if  the  noble  lord's  Resolutions  should 
pass,  he  was  afraid  the  Company  might 
De  tempted  to  petition  the  House  for  leave 
to  withdraw  their  proposals. 

Mr.  Dempster  aeain  rose,  but  the  House 
being  clamorous  ror  the  question  he  sat 
down,  saying,  that  since  he  could  not  be 
heard,  it  was  a  comfort  to  him  that  he  had 
at  least  endeavoured  to  do  his  duty.  The 
question  being  called  for,  the  Resolutions 
were  carried  without  a  division.  The 
House  then  resumed;  the  chairman  re- 
ported progress,  and  asked  leave  to  sit 
again. 

Debate  in  the  Commons  on  the  Third 
Jteport  of  the  Secret  Committeevn  the  State 
o/*  the  East  India  Compamfs  Affairs.^ 
March  SO.  Mr.  Alderman  Hlariey  brought 
up  the  Third  Report  of  the  Committee  of 
Slecrecy  appointed  to  enquire  into  the 
State  of  the  East  India  Company's  AfBiirs. 
After  the  Report  had  been  read, 

Mr.  Sulivan  said :  1  rise.  Sir,  to  make  a 
few  observations  on  the  report  now  read ; 
and  principally  to  remark,  that  it  does  not 
lay  Wore  us  the  information  that  was 
wanted,  because  it  is  not  complete;  and 
all  the  account  that  it  gives  of  the  Com* 
pany's  shipping  is  founded  upon  such  half 
'  ntelligence :  now,  Sir,  let  me  ask,  if  the 
report  informs  the  House  of  a  disadvantage 
attending  the  large  ships,  which  the  re- 
port seems  particvuarly  to  patronize  ?  Sir, 
by  the  agreements  entered  into,  for  every 
100  ton  of  the  ship's  burthen,  she  must 
have  20  men  and  five  guns.  The  gentle- 
men who  framed  that  report  have  not  con* 
sidered,  that  if  ships  of  1,000  ton  were 
taken  up,  200  men  must  be  put  on  board, 
and  50  guns;  which  single  circumstance 
shews  such  lai^  sh^s  to  be  at  once  out  of 
the  question.  Now,  Sir,  as  to  sending  out 
so  many  more  ships  than  the  report  says 
were  sufficient,  I  bee  leave  to  observe, 
that  we  hear  only  of  Uie  imports ;  the  ex- 
ports are  omitted :  the  report  does  not  tell 
OS  of  the  tonnage  necessary  to  carry  out 
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the  manufactures  of  this  countiy  vliick 
the  Company  now  export ;  nor  the  re- 
cruits for  the  military ;  nor  thestoraa&d 
ammunition:  all  which  are  drcomitsiioa 
that  certainly  demand  attention. 

Mr.  Jenkmson.  The.  hon.  member  Itji 
much  stress  on  the  proportion  of  gonsaod 
men  in  the  India  ships;  but,  Sir,  idiere  n 
the  law  that  ties  them  to  five  gum  and  20 
men  per  100  ton  ?  He  is  talking  ratker  to 
a  conunittee  at  the  India-house,  thin  tbe 
House  of  Commons ;  we  are  to  coDfiM 
ourselves  to  the  fact,  that  double  the  ship- 
ping has  been  employed  to  what  ms  ne- 
cessary :  it  is  vain  to  talk  of  private  rega- 
lations  of  their  own  making,  respecoog 
99,  and  not  100 ;  the  point  tarns  oo  the 
saving  of  a  chaplain :  if  a  ship  bat  100 
men,  there  must  be  a  chaplain  by  Iiw; 
so  the  Company  keeps  within  the  statota 
Mr.  Dempster.  That  this  report  isio' 
complete  and  inaccurate,  I  am  well  con- 
vinced: it  contains,  most  certablj,  i 
chaise  against  the  directors:  that  tlwj 
will  be  able  satisfactorilv  to  defend  them- 
selves, I  have  not  a  doubt ;  and  as  the  last 
report,  which  was  an  accusation  of  otben* 
was  printed,*  I  mo?e  that  this  be  prioted 
also- 

Mr.  Dyson.  It  appears  to  me,  that  the 
gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of  the  Home 
mean  to  attack  the  report  on  the  score  d 
inaccuracy :  now.  Sir,  the  mode  of  doing 
it  would  be^  not  to  speak  to  the  matter,  or 
to  move  for  its  lying  on  the  table,  or  being 
printed,  but  to  move  its  being  reooonit* 
ted  for  the  further  improvement 

Mr.  DefwdeswM.  I  beg  pardon  for  dif- 
fering from  the  hon.  meau>er;  butitap 
pears  to  me  very  regular,  for  a  member 
to  open  the  objections  he  has  to  a  n»ort 
first,  in  order  for  a  rO'Commitment  after- 
wards. 

Lord  CUfoe  said,  he  should  more  tl^ 
the  consideration  of  the  report  be  put  on 
to  the  5th  of  April,  when  he  should  tm 
several  observations  upon  it,  and  eo^ 
uponadefence  of  his  own  conduct  as  vel 
as  point  out  the  real  situation  of  tbe  Cost 
pany's  afiairs  both  at  home  and  abroid. 
The  noble  lord  cast  some  reflections  upos 
Mr.  Wilks,  the  genUeman  who  attended 
the  secret  committee,  and  assiated  them  u 
their  researches- 
Mr.  Sulivan  bestowed  the  highest  enco- 
miums upon  Mr.  Wilks ;  who,  ••  *  ^' 
vant  of  the  Company,  deserved  the  fg^ 
est  q>plau8e  for  his  integrity,  candot^t 
honour,  and  uprightness.  As  to  the  noble 
lord's  vmdicating  his  own  conduct,  s^ 
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Sttlivan  nid,  his  lordship  would  not  have 
Hodertaken  a  task  quite  so  difficult,  had  he 
proposed  to  vindicate  the  conduct  of  the 
court  of  directors. 

Lord  iVbr^A  said,  that,  had  not  the  noble 
k>rd  moved  for  the  consideration  of  the 
report  on  Monday,  he  himself  should  have 
requested  the  House  to  defer  it  until  that 
day,  when  his  lordship  said  he  intended  to 
enter  upon  a  discussion  of  several  impor- 
taot  afiairs  relative  to  the  East  India  Com- 
pany; such,  as  the  propriety  of  suffering 
them  to  continue  for  a  few  years  lon^r 
in  possession  of  their  territorial  acquisi- 
tiona.  His  lordship  disclaimed  the  thought 
of  accusing,  even  in  idea,  any  particiiuar 
penoD ;  the  reports  now  before  the  House 
contained  matter  which  might  serve  for  a 
ground  of  enquiry ;  and  though  accusa* 
tioDB  might  be  inferred  from  them,  he 
would  yet  not  permit  himself  to  accuse  a 
•ingle  individujal,  how  mean  or  exalted 
soever. 

The  Report  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

April  5.    The  order  of  the  day  being 

read, 

Mr.  Dc/mdeMtoM  rose,  with  a  Petition  in 
his  band,  from  major  Grant,  brother-in- 
law  to  captaitt  M'Kenzie.  He  was  order- 
ed to  bring  up  the  Petition,  and  the  Clerk 
read  it  The  reason  for  preferring  the 
Petition  was  as  follows:  The  Secret  Com- 
mittee, in  the  Report  last  delivered  in,  had 
observed  that  one  of  the  causes  of  the 
evils  now  existing  in  Bengal  was  the  ra- 
pacity, and  oppression  committed  by  some 
of  the  Company's  military  servants  in 
ladia.  In  proof  of  this  obs^ation,  they 
reported  that  several  charges  of  extor- 
tion, and  other  mal-practioes,  had  been 
broug^it  against  a  British  subject  ThisBri- 
tish  subject  was  no  other  than  captam 
M*Kenzie,  brother-in-law  to  the  petitioner, 
who  bad  been  tried  by  a  court-martial  in 
India,  and  was  most  lionourably  acquitted 
of  every  misdemeanor  laid  to  his  charge. 
The  Petition  therefore  set  forth.  That, 
previous  to  the  fdelivery  of  the  Report  of 
the  Secret  Committee,  a  letter  had  been 
sent  to  the  chairman,  stating  the  several 
facts,  and  oflfering  to  invalidate  every  sus- 
picion of  guilt,  vmich  from  the  Company's 
i^ords  might  ap]>ear  agamst  captain 
M^Kenzie,  by  the  evidence  of  major  (jrant 
and  others ;  but  that  the  Secret  Commit- 
tee had  peremptorily  refused  to  hear  such 
^dence,  and  had,  though  apprised  of 
tUf  proceeded  to  make  a  report  injurious 


to  the  character,  and  detrimental  to  tha 
honour,  of  captain  M^Kenzie.  Mr.  Dow* 
desweU,  afker  making  several  pertinent  cb* 
serrations  upon  the  injustice  of  this  pro* 
ceedbg,  moved,  **  That  so  much  of^tha 
said  K^rt  as  (in  order  to  shew  to  th* 
House  m  what  manner  many  of  the 
abuses  stated  in  the  said  Report  still 
exist  in  Bengal)  contains  charges  made  in 
India  against  a  British  subject  there  ^th^ 
enquiry  into  which  was  not  finished  when 
the  last  ships  were  dispatdied  from  Ben- 
gal) be  recommitted." 

Mr.  Jenkimon  defended  the  conduct  of 
the  Secret  Committee,  by  defining  the 
powers  with  which  the  members  were  en« 
trusted ;  they  extended  not,  he  said,  to 
the  examination  of  the  prc^riety  of  suite 
instituted,  or  the  foundation  of'^  chargea 
brought;  they  were  simphr  to  scrutiniaa 
into  tile  books  and  records  of  the  Com- 
pany, so  fieu:  as  might  lead  them  to  gain  an 
msight  into  their  aflbirs ;  and  they  wera 
then  to  make  such  reports  of  existing  evils 
as  might  induce  the  legislature  to  apply 
adeauate  remedies  for  the  future. 

Mr.  Stracey  and  Mr.  Dyson  spoka 
i^nst  the  motion  for  a  re-commitment  of 
the  dause. 

Mr.  Edmund  Burke  spoke  for  the  re- 
commitment. He  said,  that  taking  the 
words  of  the  report  as  they  stood,  nothinff 
less  than  charges  against  some  British 
subject  could  be  intended;  that  not  a 
single  proof  of  those  charges^  other  than 
bare  assertions,  was  to  be  met  with;  and 
yet  that  the  secret  committee  had  admitted 
a  charge  in  their  report,  which  ImpUed 
atrodousguilt,  upon  presumptive  evidence, 
though  positive  was  dferea  in  contradic- 
tion to  tiie  chaises,  and  in  defence  of  the 
accused  party.  He  also  urged  the  neces- 
sity of  re-committing  the  clause  to  pre* 
serve  the  order  of  the  House,  which  would 
be  infringed  should  it  not  be  agreed  to. 
As  an  illustration  of  this  assertion,  he  had 
recourse  to  the  following  figures:  sup- 
pose, says  he,  S>,  that  maoe,  made  use  of 
to  dear  the  way,  was  to  be  conrerted  into 
an  instrument  to  knock  every  man  down 
who  stood  before  you;  or  your  tram- 
bearer.  Sir,  instead  of  holding  up  your 
train,  was  to  trip  up  your  heels ;  similar  to 
this  is  the  order  of  the  House  when  tyran- 
nically, instead  of  decently,  exercised; 
and  that  it  would  be  tyrannically  exer-  . 
dsed,  if  this  dause  was  not  re-committed^ 
he  strenuously  contended. 

Tbe  questioD  was  put  and  negatived* 
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Debate  in  the  Commons  omiheRfsalw' 
iione  to  lei  the  Territorial  AequieUiona  tv- 
mMn  in  the  Poaemon  of  the  East  ladia 
C^mpanjf  Jbr  a  limited  time.']  ^f}^  ^* 
The  House  having  again  resolved  iUelf 
iiilo  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House  on 
the  Affairs  of  the  East  India  Company^ 
]dr«  Bacon  in  the  chair. 

Lord  North  rose  and  informed  the 
House,  that  in  answer  to  the  Petition  of 
the  Esst  India  Company,  the  King  had 
left  the  sole  determination  of  the  affair  to 
that  House.  His  lordship  then  proceeded 
to  move  the  following  Resolution :  . 
.  <<  That  it  may  be  tor  the  mutual  benefit 
of  the  public  and  the  East  India  Com-» 
pany»  that  the  Territorial  Aojaisidons 
and  Revenues  lately  obtained  in  India, 
should,  under  proper  restrictions  and  re- 
gulations,  remam  in  the  possession  of  the 
Company,  during  a  tern  not  exceeding 
six  years,  to  commence  .from  the  expira-* 
tton  of  the  present  agreement  between  die 
public  and  the  Company : 

<«  That,  during  the  said  term,  the  public 
should  forego  all  participation  in  toe  pro- 
duce  thereof,  .until  the  Company  shall  have 
repaid  such  sum  of  money  as  shall  be  ad» 
vanced  by  the  public  for  the  relief  of  the 
Company,  and  until  the  bond  debt  of  the 
Company  shall  be  reduced  to  1,500,000/. 

<<  And  that,  from,  thenceforth,  dudag 
the  remainder  of  the  said  term,  thvee* 
fourth  parts  of  the  surplus  net  priifits  of 
the  Company  at  home,  above  the  sum  of 
8^  per  cent,  per  annum  upoa  their  capital 
atock,  should  he  paid  inter  the  Exchequer, 
for  the.use  of  the  pqblic ;  and  the  reosain* 
ing  fourth  part  be  applied,  either  io  further 
raduciag  the  Company's  bond  debt,  or 
for  composing  a  fund,  to  he  set  apart  for 
the  use  of  the  Comjpan  v,  in  case  pt  extra* 
ordinary  emergencies.'' 

la  support  of  these  propositions,  lond 
librth  saifl ;  The  very  boitndless  impoitanee 
of  the  business  benice  us,  demands  the 
most  assiduous  and  minute  attentioD  that 
tiiis  House  «an  give  it ;  and  I  doubt  not, 
fits,  but  parliansent,  through  everv  atage 
of  likis  moaaentous  business,  will  enter 
jnto  the  most  scrutinizing  exakniaatioB. 
The  point  to  which  I  shaU  confine  myself 
at  present  is  the  ierritonol  possessions^; 
and  I  think  it  necessary  in  this  part  of  the 
jdfiur  to  drop  all  exammation-,  or  dedam- 
tioB,  of  die  right  which  the  crown  has  to 
Ihose  possessions,  since,  from  the  naotioB 
which  I  have  read,  there  is  no  want  of 
such  examination,  as  the  territories  are 
left,  xaeApt  canditions,  entirely  in  the 


Company.  I  think.  Sir,  they  ought  to  be 
kit  for  ever  in  the  CooifiaBy ;  1  smfuBy 
and  dearly  of  that  opinion;  if  not  from 
right,  at  least  from  policy.  But,  Sir,  tkii 
depends  upon  their  conduct;  if  they,  in 
foture,  povem  them  no  better  than  tbey 
have  hitherto  done,  my  cminion  will  be 
very  different.  Nayv  I  shall  then  think  h 
advisable,  notwithstanding  the  term  men- 
tioned in  the  motion,  to  reject  their  bar* 
ing  die  possession  at  the  end  of  two,  three, 
or  four  years.  But  it  mav  be  said,  vby 
aix  years  \  The  reason  of  this  period  bebg 
named.  Sir,  is  on  account  of  the  charter 
expiring  in  1780;  and  as  this  agreement 
with  the  Company  is  to  commcDoe  in 
February  1774»both  will  expire  together; 
by  which  means,  there  will  be  the  proper 
time  not  only  to  give  the  spedfied  notice 
feam  the  pubUo  to  the  Company  of  its  in- 
tentiona  of  reoeiviog,  but  also,  st  the 
same  tiroe^  settle  for  a  fiirther  time  tk 
point  of  the  territorial  acquisitions. 

Rdative,  Sir,  to  the  particulais  of  the 
agreement  explained  in  the  motioo,  I 
think  it  is  more  for  the  advantage  of  tbe 
Company  than  the  public.  No  man  could 
more  than  myself  regret  tbe  period  of  re- 
ceiving 400,000^  a  yoar  from  the  Com- 
pany ;  it  was  an  olijlect  of  great  import- 
ance, and  sudi  a  one  oa  enrided  U6>  ^ 
would  have  yet  mone  enabled  ob,  tonse 
Uie  public,  by  lessening  the  national  debt; 
but,  Sir,  great  as  that  advantage  sw.  I 
think  we  should  kiae  sight  of  it,  when  the 
prosperity  of  the  Compu^  cobms  in  coO' 
petition.  We  are  on  a  preoipioe  \  the  ob* 
jeot  of  400/K)02.  we  look  down  so  ftrupoo 
4hat  its  magnitude  is  diminished;  sod  if 
we  o&r  to  stoop  to  gnasplt,  we  sbaU&i 
headlong  down  tm  the  ruin .  of  oundre^ 
and  the  Con^iany  too.  I  am  desrlf  a 
opinion,  that  the  first  bosineis  to  ta  a^^ 
tended  to,  is  to  fix  the  Company  oa  a  fra 
and  solid  foodng ;  and  I  think,  tbs  phn^ 
have  now  Ikid  doim,  is  that  whidi  btdi 
much  the  fairest  for  attmning  that  end. 

The  public,  8ur,  givea  op  all  idsa  of /v* 
ceiving  any  the  least  advantage  or  pai^ 
petMMi,  in  the  revenues  of  Sie  tsnritons 
acc|uisiUons,  till  thio  alfium  of  the  Coi» 
pany  are  become  aoUdiy  re-eatsbli«W5 
until  l,5(K),000e.  is  repaid  the  public,  »• 
until  the  \,4mjML  of  bMind  debti  »j 
also  paid;  that  is,  u^til  they  are  iedac«« 
to  l^mfiGtiL  Thus,  Sir,  (he  Comp^ 
ara  to  receive  S,000,00(«.  before  ths  p»^ 
receives  one  shfliing.  After  this  pen|0?, 
they  are  first  to  divides  per  cent,  on  their 
capital  (if  tbeir  a&uns  will  aUorH),«^ 
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after  thtt,  three-fourUis  of  the  surplus  of 
the  neat  profits  of  Iheir  trade  and  revenues 
are  to  be  paid  into  the  Exchequer ;  and 
as  to  the  otoer  fourth,  I  have  named  either 
a  farther  reduction  of  the  bond  debts,  or 
forming  a  fund  to  answer  contingencies. 
Sut,  Sir,  if  any  gentlenun  will  propose  a 
mode  of  applying  tliis  remaining  fourtli 
more  to  the  Company's  advantage,  I  shall 
readily  come  into  it ;  my  only  exception 
18  against  its  going  into  dividends;  the 
only  consequence  of  which  can  be  the 
seeing  the  old  trade  going  on  again  of 
gambling  in  India  stock,  and  fluctuations 
upon  every  transitory  affidr  that  happens. 
Now,  Sir,  upon  this  plan,  the  Company 
must  be  able  to  divide  24  per  cent,  on 
their  capital,  in  order  for  the  receipt  of 
the  public  to  be  eaual  to  400,000/.  the 
fium  before  paid  by  Uie  Company ;  which, 
I  think,  shews  clearly  that  the  Company 
.  is  fully  favoured  in  the  proposed  trans- 
action. It  is  true,  the  public  has  received 
2,200,000/L ;  and  I  must  own  I  am  very 
glad  the  Company  had  not  that  sum,  for 
it  would  have  all  gone  in  the  same  manner 
si&  the  rest  of  their  wealth  has  been  dissi- 
pated,  in  enriching  their  servants,  and  in 
running  up  their  dividends  unnaturally,  to 
the  ruin  of  numbers  of  proprietors. 

I  hope,.  Sir,  such  regulations  may  be 
framed  as  will  put  an  end  to  the  miseries 
of  fiengal,  and  once  more  render  the 
Company  respectable;  and  I  hope,  that 
the  commerce  and  a^rs  of  the  Company 
will  be  placed  on  a  better  footing  by  se- 
veral  circumstances ;  by  the  sale  of  tea 
duty  free  in  America ;  by  a  great  saving 
in  the  exjpence  of  their  shipping ;  by  pay- 
ments ot  sums  due  to  the  Company, 
which  they  do  not  think  at  present  of  re- 
ceiving; by  freeing  the  Company  from 
several  expensive  engagements  which  they 
are  at  present  under,  and  upon  other  cir- 
cumstances. And  upon  this  general  idea, 
I  flatter  myself  that  the  credit  of  the  Com- 
pany will  be  re-established,  without  en- 
tirely overlooking  the  interests  of  the 
public. 

Mr.  D&tjodesiedl  objected  to  almost 
every  part  of  the  propositions.  He  touched 
"Upon  the  right  to  tlie  Company's  territorial 
acquisitions,  and  strenuously  maintained 
that  the  right  to  those  possessions  was 
vested  solely  in  the  Company,  and  that  to 
talk  of  the  public  having  any  legal  claim 
upon  them^  was  to  talk  the  language  of 
absurdity,  tinctured  with  despotism. 

As  to  lettiog  the  territorial  acquisitions 
Yemaia  in  the  hands  of  the  Company,  this 
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he  said  was  an  expedient  fit  for*  ministers 
like  the  present  to  adopt;  they  knew,  he 
said,  their  own  deficiencies,  and  though 
inclined  to  exert  a  right  to  which  in  strict 
legality  they  had  no  pretensions,  yet  they 
were  d>liged  to  wave  the  exertion  of  their 
assumed  power,  and  postpone  the  gratifi- 
cation oi^  their  own  views;  conscious  of 
their  incapacity  to  manage  an  object  too 
vast  for  their  diminutive  capacities,  too 
extensive  for  their  limited  understandings. 
The  court  of  directors  were  better  quali- 
fied to  manage  the  Company's  affairs,  than 
the  present  set  of  ministers  were  to  ma- 
nage the  affairs  of  government.  As  an 
instance  of  the  inattention  and  weakness 
of  the  ministry,  Mr.  Dowdeswell  said,  he 
had  almost  a  year  ago  called  for  an  esti- 
mate of  the  profits  arising  upon  the  im- 
ports and  exports  of  sundry  American  ar- 
ticles, but  he  could  never  obtain  a  sight  of 
such  an  estimate ;  the  ministry,  he  sau], 
had  not  abilities  to  make  it,  nor  was  there 
an  office  wherein  such  estimates  were  re* 
gulariy  entered. 

Respecting  the  appropriation  of  the  sur- 
plus profits  after  the  dividend  of  8  per 
cent.be  asked  how  the  money  was  to  be 
applied  ?  and  what  were  the  exigences  it 
was  apprdpriated  to  answer  I  On  the  whole, 
concludea  Mr.  Dowdeswell,  if  I  was  a 
proprietor  of  India  stock,  I  should  give 
my  vote  for  totally  rejecting  every  pro- 
pel the  noble  lord  has  made;  and  I 
should  support  that  vote  by  several  sub- 
stantial reasons.  So  far  from  being  ter- 
rified at  the  menace  held  out  by  the  mi- 
nistry concerning  the  territorial  acquisi- 
tions, I  should  laugh  at  it,  I  should  dare 
the  ministry  to  lay  hands  on  those  posses- 
sions :  they  have  no  risht  to  them ;  and  if 
they  had,  they  know  their  own  incapacity 
too  well  to  lay  claim  to  a  right,  the  judi- 
cious exercise  of  which  far  exceeds  the 
powers  of  their  scanty  intellects. 

Mr.  Edmund  Burke  rose,  and  arraigned 
the  conduct  of  administration.  Hie  said, 
that  as  to  the  right  of  the  public  to  the 
territorial  acquisitions,  when  it  served  the 
purpose  of  the  ministry,  it  was  contended 
for  m  the  most  peremptory  manner ;  but 
when  an  assertion  of  that  right  militated 
against  their  measures,  then  administra- 
tion loudly  announced  the  nullity  of  the 
claim ;  or,  if  the  legality  of  the  claim  was 
admitted,  the  bad  policy  of  exercbing  it 
was  strenuously  contended  for. 

A  right,  said  Mr.  Burke,  implied  some- 
thing setUed,  and  established  by  certain 
known  rules  and  maxims ;  it  implied,  on 
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short,  a  legal  decision :  for  to  talk  of  a 
right  where  no  legal  decision  had  been 
obtained,  was  to  talk  of «  non-entity,  and 
vet  to  argue  as  i£  it  had  an  actual  ex- 
istence. 

If  you  have  a  right  (continued  Mr. 
Burke) — if  you  have  a  right,  upon  what 
one  tatixm  of  law  or  equity  is  it  founded  ? 

'  When  was  this  ri^ht  juridicallv  discussed^ 
»nd  finally  determined  f  On  what  day  was 
the  decision  given  ?  In  what  court  are  we 
to  look  for  the  record  of  this  decision  ?  To 
what  does  this  right  extend  ?  To  all,  or 
only  to  some  ofthe  territorial  acquisitions? 
If  only  to  some,  of  what  nature  are  iheyi 

'  How  specified,  described,  and  distm- 
guished  from  the  rest  ?  If  you  have  a  ri^ht 
to  ail  the  Company's  territorial  acquisi- 
tions, you  truly  begin  a  redress  of  their 
grievances  in  a  peculiar  manner;  to  re- 
store the  ruined  state  of  their  finances, 
you  plunder  them  of  their  property ;  and 
to  re-establish  the  Company's  affairs  on  a 

*  permanent  basis,  you  suffer  not  the  pro- 
prietors  to  have  a  foot  of  land  in  India 
which  they  can  call  their  own ! 

Mr.  Burke  continued  to  observe,  that 
'  mn  easy  and  simple  method  had  been  pro- 
posed of  adjusting  the  Company's  afluirs, 
.  such  as,  if  adopted,  wduld  have  done  ho- 
nour to  administration.      But  that  this 
plan  was  rejected,  and  another  had  been 
preferred,  contradictory  to  every  principle 
.  of  law^  of  equity,  and  the  policy  of  na- 
tions.   Mr.  Burke  added,   that  he    had 

•  searched  into  the  laws  and  constitution  of 
this  country.  I  have  studied,  said  he, 
God  knows ;  hard  have  I  studied,  even  to 
the  making  dogs-ears  of  almost  every  sta- 
tute book  in  the  kingdom,  and  I  now  thus 
publicly  and  solemnly  declare,  that  all 
you  have  been  doing,  and  all  you  are 
•bout  to  do,  in  behalf  of  the  East  India 

.  Company,  is  impolitic,  is  unwise,  and  en- 
'  tirely  repugnant  to  the  letter  as  well  as 
the  spirit  of  the  laws,  the  liberties,  and  the 
.  constitution  of  this  country. 

Mr.  Burke  further  said,  that  the  East 

India  Company,  annexed  as  an  appendage 

to  the  British  empire,  rendered  the  whole 

an  object  of  too  vast  a  magnitude  for  the 

capacity  of  any  administration  whatever 

to  grasp.    That  in  the  present  dearth  of 

genius,  domestic  occurrences  were  almost 

too  much  for  the  understandings  of  mi- 

.  nisters:   that  the  East  India    Company 

tied  about  their  necks,  would,  like  a  milf- 

itone,  drag  them  down  into  an  unfathom- 

I  able  abyss  ;  that  it  was  well  if  it  dragged 

i.  not  this  oatioa  dong  witk  them  s  for  that, 


for  his  pdrt,  he  always  had  had  his  fem, 
and  would  now  venture  to  prophecy  big 
apprehensions,  that  this  cuned  Company 
would  at  last,  viper-like,  be  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  country  which  fostered  it  in 
her  bosom. 

To  strengthen  this  prediction,  Mr. 
Burke  referred  to  the  total  want  of  prin- 
ciple so  observable  amongst  ail  ranks  and 
degrees  of  people.  The  ministry,  he  said, 
were  not  to  blame ;  it  was  the  people,  who 
were  grown  so  indifferent  to  the  welfare 
of  their  country  on  the  one  hand,  sod  so 
grossly  corrupt  on  the  other,  that  there 
was  no  proposal,  how  destructive  soever 
to  the  liberties  of  the  kingdom,  which  i 
ministry  could  make,  but  what  the  people 
would  readily  comply  with.  They  were, 
Mr.  Burke  said,  a  most  servile  degenerate 
herd)  destitute  of  capacity  to  distinguish, 
or  virtue  to  relish,  what  was  aood.  In 
the  proceedings  relative  to  the  East  India 
Company's  amiirs,  the  justness  of  these 
censures  was  verified  to  a  tittle ;  the  peo* 
pie  followed  the  cry  of  the  ministij,  , 
chariged  as  they  changed,  And  varied  their 
tones  to  keep  even  a  discordant  saroeDea 
with  their  masters.  Do  the  ministiy  as- 
sert the  public's  right  to  the  territorial 
possessions  of  the  Company?  ^  Ob," 
say  the  parliament  and  the  people,  *'  to 
be  sure  tney  have  a  right**'  Do  the  roi- 
nistry  talk  of  restraining?  It  is  echoed 
back  by  the  people,  **  by  all  menu  n- 
strain.'^  Is  punishment  hint«d  at?  **  Pu- 
nish to  the  utmost,"  reply  the  people,  h 
lenity  recommended  ?  **  Mercy  is  Hei- 
ven's  /larling  attribute,"  rejoin  the  beri 
Thus,  not  a  single  absurdity  m  be 
broached,  nor  a  principle  can  the  mbistij 
lay  down  to-day,  and  contradict  to-nor* 
row,  but  votaries  to  these  contradiction 
are  instantly  found  among  the  peofJe! 
Men  have  not  strength  of  mind  to  think 
for  themselves,  the  higher  rank  are  all  so* 
pineness,  all  indolent  acquiescence,  all  f 
norance ;  the  vulgar  are  a  set  that  viu 
abuse  at  random,  imd  are  to  be  1^  on  to 
commit  crimes  the  most  atrocious,  if 
headed  by  some  despicable  wretch  «bo 
has  an  interest  to  promote,  by  settiif 
them  together  by  the  ears.  This  has  beai 
the  case;  the  miller  has  belaboured  the 
chimney-sweeper,  and  the  chimney- 
sweeper the  miller,  and  they  now  onhf 
wait  the  word  of  connnand  torecoaxaeo^ 
^the  fray. 

Mr.  Burke  observed,  that  these  veie 
sentiments  not  calculated  to  gain  bimiK>- 
pularity;  nor  did  his  opposition  to  tbeai' 
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nistry  arise  from  a  latent  view  of  getting 
into  employment;  it  was  dictated  by  the 
genuine  opinion  and  sense  he  had  of  the 
measures  now  pursuing,  which  were  such 
as  had  the  completion  of  the  plan  of  des- 
potism for  their  end ;  that  this  plan  he  had 
hitherto  and  would  continue  to  oppose 
with  all  his  powers,  with  ail  the  strength 
of  reasoning  of  which  he  was  master; 
that  as  to  the  East  India  Company,  ha 
foresaw  it  wotuld  be  the  destruction  of 
this  country ;  but  that,  for  his  part,  he 
would  sooner  have  the  Company  itself 
totally  overthrown ;  he  would  sooner  see 
It  fall  to  ruin  about  his  ears,  than  have  the 
base  of  the  English  constitution  under- 
mined, or  a  single  pillar,  which  contributed 
to  the  support  of  so  excellent  a  structure, 
receive  tbe  slightest  fracture,  or  be  de<* 
&ced  in  the  minutest  part. 

Ilie  Resolution  was  agreed  to  without 
a  division.  The  House  resumed ;  the 
chairman  reported  progreasy  and  asked 
leave  to  sit  again. 

BiUfaf  regutatiu^  Pfivate  Madhouses.il 
April  22L  <^n  moving  the  second  reading 
ofthisffiU, - 

Mr.  Thofmas  Tcfomshend  said  :^I  am 
Mmy,  Sir,  that  the  second  reading  of  this 
Bill  should  be  before  so  thin  a  House; 
oot  that  1  imagine  it  will  here  meet  with 
fny  oopositioii,  but  I  am  informed  that  it 
is  likely  to  be  received  in  a  different  man- 
ner elsewhera,  and  conseauently  it  would 
iiave  given  a  more  general  satisfaction  for 
gentlemen  to  have  been  well  apprized  of 
Its  principles.  I  have  framed  it,  Sir,  with 
a  view  to  remedying  tw'o  evils ;  first,  the 
admittance  into  madhouses,  in  order  to 
prevent  improper  objects  being  received ; 
ftod  secondly,  to  rectify  the  treatment  of 
persons  after  they  are  admitted.  Sir,  it  is 
shocking  to  humanity  to  think  that  'aa^ 
persons  should  be  forced  into  these  mi- 
serable receptacles  of  wretched  ness*  The 
idea  of  any  persons  being  taken  in  without 
the  clearest  grounds  for  supposing  them 
really  io  that  stage  and  degree  of  mad- 
pets  nrhich  makes  ihe  measure  necessary, 
is  certainly  affecting,  and  should  be  guard- 
ed against  with  most  careful  attention: 
but  at  present  the9e  houses  are  under  no 
regulation;  they  take  in  who  and  what 
tliey  please,  and  are  subject  to  no  inspec- 
tion; sureMr  every  gentleman  must  at 
once  see  the  necessity  of  such  a  thing 
being  under  some  regulation.  In  the  next 
place.  Sir,  as  to  the  treatment  of  the  un- 
happy objecti  cenfiaed  in  these  houses. 


I  ipust  remind  the  House,  that  when  the 
committee  last  session  sat  very  diligently 
upon  this  matter,  such  instances  of  thta 
were  laid  before  them,  that  never  convic« 
tion  could  be  stronger  than  the  necessity. 
Qf  a  reform.  It  appeared.  Sir,  that  within 
seven  miles  of  London,  there  are  eigbteea 
of^hese  houses ;  there  must  be  very  many 
poor  creatures  therefore,  and  the  object  of 
a  magnitude  highly  deserving  the  atten* 
tien  of  the  House. — I  have  proposed  ia 
the  Bill,  Sir,  that  no  person  should  be  re-> 
ceived  into  these  houses  without  being 
examined  by  persons  appointed  by  the 
college  of  physicians ;  and  also,  that  the* 
same  learned  body  should  appoint  inspec- 
tors to  examine  the  houses,  and  all  thf 
persons  confined  in  them,  once  or  twice  a 
year ;  it  h  not  determined  which,  as  there 
was  a  difficulty  in  this  point,  from  not 
knowing  whether  the  fund  provided,  would 
answer  more  than  one  annual  visitation ; 
the  keepers  of  such  bouses  are  also  to  take 
out  a  licence  from*the  same  college.  .  By 
these  regulations  I  apprehend  no  persoa, 
not  mad,  can  ever  be  taken  in ;  and  that, 
when  any  are  justly  received,  they  shall, 
be  well  taken  care  of;  points  all  highly 
essential.  I  can  assure  the  House,  that, 
the  college  of  physicians  do  agree  to  the 
plan,  and  are  very  read^  to  undertake  that 
part  of  the  business  which  the  Bill  assigns 
them.  Nor  should  lomit,  in  gratitude,  to 
acknowledge  the  great  assistance  that  you 
have  given  in  framing  this  Bill.  Upon  the 
whole.  Sir,  I  hope  gentlemen  will  give  it  a 
hearty  concurrence ;  and  that  in  case  it 
does  not  succeed  this  session,  it  will  do  so- 
some  time  or  other  by  the  force  of  its  own 
merit.  It  has  been  suggested  that  this: 
Bill  will  abridge  the  power  of  the  lord 
chancellor  over  lunatics;  but.  Sir,  this  is 
a  great  mistake ;  on  the  contrary,  it  will 
facilitate  the  operations  of  that  court,  and 
enlarge  its  power. 

The  Bill  was  then  read  a  second  time* 

Proceedings  on  Mr.  Wdke^s  Complainl^ 
against  the  Deputi/  Clerk  of  the  CVowit.  J : 
April  26.  Mr.  Wilkes  went  into  the 
rooms  belongins  to  the  Clerk  of  the  House 
of  Commons  ac^oining  to  the  House,  and 
demanded  to  be  sworn  in  before  a  com* 
missioner.  He  likewise  sent  to  a  commif* 
sioner  by  another  member  to  demand  the 
commissioner  to  administer  the  oaths  to. 
him  as  one  of  the  members  for  Middle* 
sex.  The  commissioner  refused  to  swear 
him  in.  Mr.  Wilkes  then  desired  a  mem»  . 
her  to  aute  tluu  Ufit  to  the  House,  and 
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sent  the  following  Paper  to  Mr.  Glynn ; 

<<  Mr.  Wilkes  complains  against  Mr. 
Frcwen,  Deputy  Clerk  of  the  Crown,  for 
refusing  him  the  proper  certificate  as  one 
of  the  knights  of  the  shire  for  the  county 
of  Middlesex,  and  i^nst  Mr.  Stracey, 
one  of  the  clerks  of  the  office  where  the 
members  are  usually  sworn,  who  informed 
Mr.  Wilkes,  that  in  the  course  of  office 
BO  member  can  be  sworn,  who  is  elected 
since  the  general  election,  without  pro- 
ducing a  certificate  of  such  election  u^om 
the  Clerk  of  the  Crown. 

♦*  John  Wilkes.*' 
**  Room  belonging  to  the  Clerk  of 

the  House  of  Commons,  Monday 

afternoon,  three  o'clock,  April 

26,  1773.'* 
'  Mr.  Serjeant  Glynn  immediately  made 
a  motion,  **  That  Mr.  "Wilkes  be  called 
in,  to  make  good  the  matter  of  his  com- 
plaint against  Charles  Frewen,  esq.  De- 
puty Clerk  of  the  Crown,  for  refusing  him 
the  proper  certificate  of  his  return,  as  one 
of  the  knights  of  the  shire  for  the  county 
of  Middlesex."  The  question  being  se- 
conded byi  Mr.  Sawbridge,  a  short  debate 
arose,  and  the  House  divided;  the  Yeas 
frent  forth. 

Tellers. 


'Noes 


iLord  Lisbume  -    - 
The  Earl  Sefton    - 


{227 


So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

Whilst  the  members  who  divided  in  fa- 
vour of  Mr.  Serjeant  Glynn's  motion  were 
in  the  lobby,  encouraged  by  the  fulness  of 
the  House,  and  the  numbers  who  rather 
unexpectedly  joined  them,  they,  after  a 
short  consultation,  determined  to  take  ad- 
vantage of  the  favourable  circumstance. 
Accordingly,  sir  George  Savile  was  ap- 
plied to,  who  readily  agreed  that  then  was 
the  proper  time  to  renew  his  motion  rela- 
tive to  the  Rights  of  Election.  Sir  George 
therefore  gave  notice  in  the  lobby,  that 
the  moment  the  division  was  finished,  he 
should  make  another  **  for  leave  to  be 
given  to  brin^  in  a  Bill  for  more  efiectuallj 
securing  the  rights  of  the  electors  of  Great 
Britain,  with  respect  to  the  eligibility  of 
persons  to  serve  m  parliament.'' 

As  soon  as  the  Serjeant's  motion  was 
determined,  sir  George  Savile  made  -his 
motion,  and  Mr.  Dowdeswell  seconded  it. 

Mr.  Edmund  Burke  urged  the  necessity 
•f  the  motion.  He  applied  the  case  of 
JMr.  Wilkes  as  aa  evest  in  the  womb  of 


futurity,  which  might  possibly  happen  to 
every  member  of  the  House  of  Common; 
he  stated  the  inconveniences  which  had 
arisen,  and  those  which  would  hereafter 
arise,  unless  the  violated  rights  of  election 
were  restored  to  their  pristine  state  of 
purity.  He  arraigned,  in  the  meet  poig« 
nant  terms,  the  conduct  of  the  iniiustry, 
and  foretold,  that,  whatever  might  be  the 
evept  of  the  division  on  the  motioa  then 
before  the  House,  there  'would  come  s 
time  when  those  now  in  office  woald  be 
reduced  to  their  penitentials,  for  baviog 
turned  a  deaf  ear  to  the  voice  of  the  peo> 
pie ;  they  would,  he  said,  yet  have  reason 
to  execrate  themselves  for  having  dared 
to  infrinee  upon  the  liberties,  and  sport 
with  the  laws,  the  franchises,  and  consti- 
tution of  their  country. 

Mr.  Freeman  and  several  other  meraben 
spoke  in  favour  of  the  motion.  The  ques- 
tion being  called  for,  the  House  diviaed; 
the  Yeas  went  forth. 

Tellers. 

Y-{Sr:?^fndii:.:  Y^' 

r  Mr.  Onslow  -     -    -    "j 
Noes  <|Mr.  Thomas  Edwards  1201 
(.     Freeman    -    -    -.  j 
So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

Resolutions  alioxoing  the  'East  I^ 
Company  to  export  Teas  duty  fm»] 
April  27«  In  a  committee  of  the  whole 
House  to  consider  further  of  the  A&irsof 
the  East  India  Company, 

Lord  North  rose  and  observed,  ttu^ 
throughout  the  whole  examinatioD,  wbkh 
the  House  had  made  of  Uie  £sst  India 
business,  nothing  could  possibly  have  beoi 
more  attentive  to  their  interest  than  bis 
motions,  and  also  the  House  in  acceptiog 
them;  that  it  was  evident,  the  public 
would  suffer  from  the  very  faulty  way  ^ 
which  the  Company  had  oondu<^  tbeir 
a&irs,  even  to  the  loss  of  4fOO,000(.  a 
year ;  and  nowj  instead  of  that  receipt, 
were  obliged  in  policy  to  lend  the  Com- 
pany nearly  four  times  that  sum;  that 
although  there  was  a  prospect  of  a  large 
advantage  en  the  side  of  the  public,  ao 
there  ought  certainly  to  be  on  every  cw- 
sideration ;  diat  he  had  now,  in  puraaancc 
of  these  favourable  ideas  of  the  Coowiflji 
a  proposal  to  make,  which  would  be 
wholly  to  thehr  advantage:  it  was  to  sllow 
the  Company  to  export  such  part  of  the 
tea  at  present  in  their  warehouses  to  Bn- 
tish  America^  as  (hey  sbouid  tbu^  P^ 
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per,  dutyfree.  This  would  be  prodigi- 
ously to  the  advantage  of  the  Company, 
as  they  had  at  present  above  1 79000,000 
pound  by  them.  The  converting  a  part 
of  it  into  money  would  greatly  ease  them, 
and  J[>e  attended  with  Uio«e  good  conse* 
quences  which  are  new  so  necessary  to 
re-establish  their  affairs:  that  this  mea^ 
sure  would  be  lessening  the  revenue  of 
the  customs ;  yet  he  had  proposed  it  with 
a  view  to  give  the  Cooipany  all  possible 
assistance.  He  concluoed  with  moving 
the  following  Resolutions,  which  were 
agreed  to : 

1.  *<  That,  upon  all  teas,  which  shall  be 
told  at  any  (Mf  the  East  India  Company's 
public  sales,  or  be  imported  under  licence, 
after  the  10th  day  of  May,  1773,  and  shall 
be  exported  to  anjr  of  the  British  planta- 
tioQs  in  America,  a  drawback  be  allowed, 
of  all  the  duties  of  customs  paid  upon  the 
importation  of  such' teas. 

%  **  That  provision  be  made,  for  em« 
powering  the  commissioners  of  the  Trea* 
KiTj  to  grant  licences  to  the  East  India 
Company,  to  export  teas  to  the  British 
plantations  in  America,  or  to  forei^  parts; 
provided  that,  at  the  time  of  talung  out 
such  teas  for  exportation,' there  be  left  re- 
maining in  th  e  Company's  warehouses  a 
quantity  of  tea  not  less  than  ten  millions 
of  pounds  weight ;  and  that,  upon  all  teas 
which  shall  be  so  exported,  a  drawback  be 
allowed,  of  all  the  duties  of  customs  paid 
upon  the  importation  of  such  teas,  and  an 
exemption  from  the  inland  duties  charged 
thereupon.** 

Debate  in  the  Commom  en  the  Petition 
of  Mr,  Harrison  the  Inventor  of  the  Time 
Keeper,}  April  27.  The  Petition,  pre- 
sented from  John  Harrison,  the  inventor 
^  the  time-keeper ;  setting  forth  his  claim 
<^  10>000/.  the  remaining  moiety  of 
%,0(XV.  offered  by  pariianv^nt  for  the  dis- 
covery of  the  longitude,  was  again  read. 

Sir  George  Sa^Sie. — I  think,  i^ir,  it  is  a 
disgrace  to  this  natioti,  that  a  man  who,  as 
1)18  Petition  sets  forth,  has  spent  40  years 
pf  a  life  of  DOW  8S,  in  studying  and  mak- 
ing 80  great  a  -discovery  as  his  watch  most 
certainly  is,  should  still  remain  without 
hu  reward,  though  he  had  the  positive  en- 
gagement of  parliament  to  depend  on.  I 
jnuch  wish.  Sir,  that  he  might  at  once 
hare  his  just  due ;  and  that  speedily,  lest 
heaven  should  give  him  that  reward  which 
his  countrv  most  unjustly  denies  him.  By 
we  Act  of  queen  Anne,  which  offered  the 
premium,  he  k  absolutely  entitled  to  it, 


his  watch  havmg  gone  to  the  West  Indies^ 
with  an  accuracy  in  the  peiformance  muck 
within  what  is  required  by  diat  Act.  But 
by  the  last  Act,  which  was  explanatory  of 
the  first,  and  which  was  framed  in  conse* 
Quenoe  of  his  claim,  there  arisea  such  di& 
nculties,  that  it  seems  the  board  of  longi- 
tude cannot  do  justice*  This,  I  think,  ia 
so  great  a  grievance  upon  a  man  who  haa 
ma&  a  discovery  highly  important  to  that 
art,  upon  which  the  wealth,  power,  and 
happiness  of  this  country  so  essentially  de^ 
pends,  that  it  would  be  to  the  last  degree, 
cruel,  not  to  repeal  it,  in  order  that  he 
may  have  his  claim  adjudged  by  the  first* 

Mr.  Dyson  spoke  to  the  form  of  Uita 
matter,  lieing  against  sir  George's  pro« 
posal. 

Lord  North  remarked,  that  as  Mr.  Har* 
rison,  in  his  petition,  rather  arraigned  the 
board  of  longitude,  and  observed,  that  the 
board  had  required  other  watches  and  ex-' 
periments  to  be  made,  which  were  not  yet 
concluded,  it  would  be  proper  to  call  for. 
the  ministers  of  that  board,  relative  to  the 
transactions  concerning  Mr.  Harrison,  be* 
fore  a  conclusion  could  be  come  to* 

Mr.  Edmund  Burke  : 

Mr.  Speaker;  I  must  own,  I  aor 
astonish^  at  the  replies  which  have  now 
come  from  the  other  side  of  the  House^^ 
Where,  Sir,  is  the  dignity,  where  ia  the; 
sense,  where  even  the  justice  of  thecepro* 
sentative  of  a  great,  powerful,  enlightened, 
and  maritime  nation,  when  a  petition  of  a 
man  is  laid  before  them,  claiming  not  fa- 
vour, but  justice ;  claiming  that  reward 
which  law  would  give  him,  and  to  see  it 
refused — upon  what  principle?  Why,  a 
man  of  83  is  to  make  new  watches ;  and 
he  is  not  only  to  make  them,  but  to  make 
new  voyages  to  the  Indies  to  try  them^ 
Good  GcS,  Sir,  can  this  be  a  British 
House  of  Commons  ?  This  most  ingeni* 
ous  and  able  mechanic,  who  has  spent 
about  40  years  of  an  industrious  and  va- 
luable life  in  search  of  thb  great  discovery 
—and  has  discovered  it;  who  has,  accord- 
ing to  the  verdict  of  the  whole  mechanical 
world,  done  more  than  ever  was  expected 
— and  even  gone  beyond  the  line  drawn 
by  that  Act  of  parliament,  in  consequence 
of  which  he  undertook  the  work— thia 
man  is  now,  at  the  age  of  83,  to  have  hie 
legal  right  withheld  mm  him,  by  adherin^f 
to  an  Act  which  stands  between  him  and 
his  reward.  This  instancie  will  be  a  fresh 
one.  Sir,  added  to  the  long  and  black  ca- 
talogue of  genius  and  parts  being  exerted 
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tbrough  long  cottrees  of  liveS)  intothdfler* 
vice  <^  the  public,  and  ending  in  poverty 
and'  misery 9— -monuments  of  Uie  base  in- 
gratitude of  mankind !  It  is  a  case,  Sir, 
Siat  will  admit  of  no  delay:  form  is  to 
oome  between  such  a  man  and  his  reward: 
wjB  are  to  have  papers  called  for  with  all 
the  loss  of^time  attendant  thereon,  before 
the  inventor  of  tbis  noble  discovery  is  to 
have  his  Just  rights.  Is  this  a  conduct 
worthy  of  the  munificence  of  this  House  ? 
Of  a  nation  that  owes  to  her  navigation, 
her  wealth,  her  consequence,  her  fame ! 

Lord  North  rose  in  explanation,  and  in 
m  candid  manner  professed  himself  much 
inclined  to  do  justice  to  Mr.  Harrison. 
He  said  the  papers  might  be  had  in  four 
and  twenty  hours ;  and  exculpated  himself 
firom  designed  delays. 

Mr.  Burke  answered,  that  nothing 
could  be  farther  from  his  idea,  than  to  be 
80  ill  a  friend  to  Mr.  Harrison's  cause,  as 
to  irritate  the  noble  lord.  He  meant  no 
such  thing,  and  assured  the  House  he 
wished  only  to  induce  the  Treasury 
speedily  to  do  the  old  man  justice. 

Ordered,  That  the  commissioners  for 
the  discovery  of  the  longitude  at  sea,  do 
lay  before  this  House,  copies  of  all  the  mi- 
Butes  and  proceedings,  had  before  the 
said  board,  relative  to  any  application, 
made  by  John  Harrison,  for  tne  reward 
granted  for  the  discovery  of  the  longitude 
at  sea. 

Debate  in  the  Commons  on  the  BUI  to 
prevent  vexatious  Removals  of  the  Poor.'] 
April  its.  Mr.  Graves  moved  for  leave  to 
brmg  in  a  Bill  to  prevent  unnecessary  sind 
vexatious  Removais  of  the  Poor.  How  in- 
consistent is  it  with  reason,  said  Mr. 
Graves^  that  young,  hale,  vigorous  men, 
whether  labourers  in  agriculture,  or  ma- 
sofactarers  who  are  well  able  to  maintain 
themselves — nay,  more  than  able  to  do  it 
•Should,  on  their  offering  to  marry,  have 
BOtice  from  the  parish  officers,  that  they 
shall  remove  him  as  likely  to  become 
chargeable?  Is  not  this,  of  all  other 
means,  the  most  effectual  to  prevent  and 
check  population  ?  And  did  ever  any  na- 
tion under  heaven  grow  great  by  checking 
population?  Suppose,  Sir,  the  couple,  in 
apite  of  this  infamous  notice,  should  per- 
severe in  their  intention,  and  quarry ;  they 
are  removed.  Gentlemen  may  say,  what 
luim  in  that  ?  Why  not  live  in  one  parish 
as  well  as  another  ?  I  will  tell  such  gen- 
tlemen wherein  is  the  mischief;  the  re- 
moval carrki  them  from  a  place  where 


they  can  earn  15s.  a  week  fay  manufac- 
tories, to  another  where  they  can  get  but 
10$.  by  agriculture ;  from  a  place  where 
agriculture  paya  them  12f.  to  another 
where  manufactures  pay  8«.,  from  placei 
where  the  whole  art  and  skill  of  the  pau- 
per 18  confined  to  a  branch  of  manufac* 
ture  which  supports  him  amply,  to  another 
place  where  his  skill  is  of  no  use,  aod  he 
starves  1  This  appears  to  be  a  system  n^ 
ther  of  barbarity,  than  of  an  enlightened 
policy. 

Sir  Cecil  Wray.  I  am  against  the  bring- 
ing in  of  this  Bill,  because  I  think  it  iiil 
create  more  evils  than  it  will  cure.  Shr,the 
great  mischief  of  oar  poor  laws  is  theveij 
heavy  burthen  they  lay  upon  the  countn 
by  rates :  now,  I  apprehend,  that  this  m 
will  increase  the  rates,  by  burtheniog 
parishes  with  more  poor  than  their  ovo, 
which  appears  to  be  a  great  evil.  Com* 
plaints,  1  am  informed,  will  come  before 
you  to-morrow  from  the  weavers  of  Spital- 
fields ;  those  weavers,  if  this  Bill  jpasses, 
may  march  into  the  country,  and  nz,  en 
fong,  upon  any  of  our  estates.  What  geo- 
tleman  would  msh  for  this  I 

Mr.  B.  Gascoigne.  I  beg  leave  to  answer 
for  one,  that  I  would  receive  them  with 
pleasure. 

Sir  John  Molesimrth.  IlivcMnSpeaker, 
in  a  very  cheap  coubtry,  and  they  shall  all 
be  welcome  to  fix  on  my  estate. 

Other  members  rising  to  speak  to  tbe 
same  purpose, 

The  Speaker  said,  well!  well!  H» 
plain  there  are  enough  will  receive  then. 

Sir  John  Turner,  Why  not  set  yoar 
own  people  on  the  same  footing  as  tbe 
Scotcn  and  Irish,  whom  you  cannot  re- 
move without  their  committing  an  act  tf 
vagrancy,  I  am  for  the  Bill. 

Mr.  !Vhiiv3orih.  Sir,  I  have  known  to 
the  amount  of  thirty  or  forty  families  sent 
off  by  removal  orders  in  one  day;  a  scene 
highly  scandalous,  and  urging  in  the 
strongest  manner  the  necessity  of  the  BilL 

Sir  IV.  Meredith.  I  am  entirely  for  the 
Bill,  and  beg  leave  to  wish  the  hon.  mem- 
ber would  add  <  cruel'  to  •  vexatious'  re- 
movals. Coming  up  to  town  last  Sundsj, 
I  met  with  an  instance  shocking  toho- 
mantty :  a  miserable  object  in  the  agoDiei 
of  death,  crammed  into  a  cart  to  be  re- 
moved, lest  the  parish  should  be  at  the 
great  expence  of  the  funeral.  [Here the 
whole  House  expressed  their  horror  by 
tlieir  emotions.]  Other  instances  enrj 
day  met  with,  are  the  removals  of  v^ 
men  with  child  and  in  labour,  to  tM 
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danfrer  of  both  (heir  lives,  lest  the  child 
should  be  born  in  their  parish.     These 
are  cases  which  ought  and  must  be  re- 
medied. 
The  Bill  was  ordered  to  be  brought  in. 

Debate  in  the  Commons  on  the  Charita 
hie  Donatiom*  Bill.']  April  29.  Mr.  So- 
licitor General  Wedderburn  moved  the 
•econd  reading  of  the  Bill,  *^  to  constitute 
a  public  fund,  upon  which  donations  to 
charitable  and  other  good  uses  in  mort- 
main may  be  invested;  and  to  impower 
.  all  bodies  politic  and  coMrporate,  and  trus- 
tees of  charities,  to  invest  the  same ;  and 
to  sell  and  dispose  of  all  or  any  part  of 
the  lands,  tenements,  and  hereditaments,  in 
trust,  fer  charitable  uses,  if  they  think  fit ; 
and  to  invest  the  produce  in  the  purchase 
of  some  of  the  government  transferrable 
securities,  at  3  per  cent,  per  annum,  in 
order  that  the  same  may  be  annihilated, 
and,  in  lieu  thereof,  an  annuity  out  of  the 
said  public  fund  may  be  paid,  and  applied 
to  the  same  charitable  uses  to  which  the 
lands,  tenements,  and  hereditaments,  are 
appropriated.'' 

Mr.  Field  rose  to  give  his  opinion'  in 
general  against  the  Bill ;  an  opinion  which 
he  grounded  principally  upon  the  fatal  ef- 
fects which  he  thought  might  ensue  from 
taking  this  money  from  a  permanent  se- 
curity like  land,  and  vesting  it  in  a  secu- 
rity subject  to  all  that  vicissitude  to  which 
money  was  subject;  so  that,  if  the  value 
of  money  fell  in  the  manner  it  had  done, 
that  amount  which  was  now  sufficient  for 
answering  the  ends  of  the  Charity,  would, 
fiOO  years  hence,  scarce  keep  the  objects 
from  misery. 

Mr.  Solicitor  General  Wedderburn  re- 
plied, by  stating,  in  a  very  candid  manner, 
the  principles  upon  which  the  Bill  was 
framed ;  he  remarked,  that  all  the  statute 
books  bore  witness  to  the  objection  which 
the  legislature  had  to  lands  in  mortmain  : 
that  a  large  part  of  the  kingdom  being 
luch,  was  undoubtedly  a  great  evil ;  and 
the  change  of  this  property  to  being  vested 
In  the  funds,  he  observed,  must  have  an 
excellent  effect  on  public  credit,  by  such 
I  portion  of  them  being  free  from  all  the 
Icnavery  and  other  effects  of  sales  and 
transfers:  that  he  had  consulted  many 
gentlemen  upon  the  subject,  who  had 
(tated  their  doubts  and  objections:  that 
the  principal  seemed  to  be  the  insecurity 
>f  the  funds  when  compared  with  land ; 
t>ut  he  observed,  that  the  funds  would  last- 
IS  long  as  the  govemm^t ;  and  he  ap(>re< 


bended  very  few  gvotlemen  would  be  de- 
sirous of  charities  being  more  permanent 
than  the  government. 
^  Mr.  Edmund  Burke  nntwered  him  with 
infinite  candour  and  ability.  We  do  not 
remember  that  gentleman  making  a  speech 
in  which  he  stuck  so  close  to  the  argu- 
ment,  and  made  so  few  flights  into  the  re- 
gions of  fancy  |ind  imagination.  He  set 
out  with  observing  that  the  principle  of 
the  Bill  turned  lipon  the  principle  of  per^ 
manent  charities ;  if  the  latter^re  proved 
to  be  erroneous — if  from  reasons  not  ycit 
produced,  I  should  be  convinced, -said  he^ 
that  the  land  thus  applied  is  misapj^ied^ 
and  that  the  permanency  of  the  charity 
ought  in  fact  to  be  changed  for  that  sort 
of  security  which  the  stocks  offer.  If 
these  principles  are  takei),  then,  I  admit 
the  Bill  appears  to  be  excellent.  Bat  Shr, 
continued  ne,  this  has  not  been  proved :  I 
am  not  by  any  means  able  to  prove  the 
contrary. — I  am  not  prepared  for  the  oo 
casion — I  can  express  nothing  but  my 
doubts — I  should  disdain  particularly  to 
oppose  a  Bill,  which  I  had  only  generally 
considered :  1  am  sure  the  learned  mem* 
her  will  do  me  justice  to  believe  thuh 
Now  Sfr,  if  the  principle  of  the  expediency 
of  permanent  charities  be  admittea,  (mark, 
I  do  not  make  the  assertion,  but  only  ob- 
serve that  the  contrary  has  not  been 
proved),  then  I  say  that  we  ought  to  con- 
tinue tliose  charities  upon  a  permanent 
footing ;  this,  Sir,  I  maintain  the  stocks 
will  not  be:  they  are  subject  to  changes 
which  this  Constitution  is  not  subject  to : 
king,  lords,  and  commons,  with  the  land 
will,  I  trust,  remain  long  after  the  stocks 
are  in  the  dust :  no  man  is  more  anxious 
than  myself  for  the  support  of  publie 
credit;  but  I  shall  never  be  brought  to 
consider  the  permanency  of  credit,  and 
government  as  the  same.  The  very  in- 
terest is  not  permanent.  One  war,  to  add 
two  millions  a  year  to  it !  How  long  will 
it  be  before  another  and  another  comes  ^ 
^such  a  period  is  nothing  to  permanenc;^* 
To  me,  added  he,  nothing  can  be  greater 
than  the  distance  between  land  and  stock 
in  this  article  of  permanency.  He  then 
shewed,  in  a  very  able  manner,  the  excel- 
lence of  such  institutions  as  the  universi- 
ties and  great  schools,  which,  though  ex- 
cepted in  the  Bill,  would  have  reason  to 
dread  the  first  appearance  of  a  doctrine 
which  threatened  them,  though  at  a  dis- 
tance. 

The  Bill  waa  then  read  ft  neoend  time* 
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May  6.  The  House  went  into  a  Com- 
mittee OD  the  Bill.  Many  objections  were 
made  by  sir  W.  Bagot,  Mr.  J.  Townshend, 
lord  Fortrose  and  others,  to  the  principle 
of  the  Bill ;  and  as  severd  objections  were 
made  upon  the  point  of  rendering  the  sale 
open  and  fair,  sir  Richard  Sutton  brought 
up  a  clause,  enacting.  That  notice  should 
be  given  in  the  London  Gazette  of  the  in- 
tended sale,  and  that  it  should  be  pro- 
claimed in  court  at  the  sessions ;  that  the 
fale  should  be  in  open  court;  that  the 
names  of  the  buyer  and  seller  and  price, 
should  be  recorded  by  the  clerk  of  the 
peace,  and  open  to  the  inspection  of  all 
persons. 

Mr.  hasceliesn  I  have  a  great  objection 
to  this  clause.  Sir,  can  it  be  thought  that 
the  open  court  is  a  proper  auction-room ; 
and  pray  who  is  to  be  the  auctioneer  ?  The 
chairman  i  It  will  be  a  pretty  sight  to  see 
the  chairman  of  the  bench  turn  auctioneer. 
.  Mr.  Solicitar  GeneraL  The  clause  ap- 
points the  sale  to  be  in  the  open  court, 
merely  to  give  it  a  notoriety ;  but  the  gen- 
tleman mistakes  the  matter  much,  to  sup- 
pose that  there  will  be  any  indignity  upon 
the  chairman  to  be  present,  for  that  is  the 
whole  of  it,  during  the  time  of  the  sale. 
It  is  common  in  the  exchequer,  and  also 
before  the  masters  in  chancery,  who  are 
certainly  men  of  consequence. 

Sir  W^  Baecft.  I  am  quite  against  the 
principles  ox  this  Bill,  but  shaD  confine 
myself  at  present  to  the  point  before  us.  I 
am  apprehensive,  notwithstanding  this 
clause,  that  powerful  and  r)ih  men,  who 
are  trustees,  will  be,  through  influence, 
both  purchasers  and  sellers;  and  contrive 
how  you  will,  this  will  be,  in  many  cases, 
the  objection. 

Mr.  Solicitor  GeneraL  I  cannot  agree 
with  the  hon.  gentleman ;  when  the  sale  is 
rendered  sufficiently  notorious,  I  qannot 
see  any  possibility  of  the  pierson  who  is 
trustee  and  purchaser,  getting  the  lands 
below  ^eir  value ;  for  there  will  always 
be  found  men,  who  either  through  pique 
or  interest  will  bid  against  him :  men,  who 
see  that  the  trustee  wants  the  estate,  will« 
if  it  is  going  below  the  value,  buy  it  with 
a  view  to  make  money  by  the  re-sale  of  it. 

Mr.  Satiobridge.  1  am  not  at  all  appre- 
hensive of  the  estated  selling  below  their 
value.  Sir,  there  are  in  every  county 
a  number  of  land-jobbers,  who  are  ever 
ready  to  bid  and  run  up  every  thing  that 
comes  to  market. 

Lord  Fortrose.  I  beg  leave  to  ask  the 
hon*  and  learned  gentleman  whether  the 


trustee,  if  he  sees  there  is  a  likeUbood  of 
being  many  bidders,  may  not,  as  pri?att 
people  do,  change  his  mind,  and  not  sell, 
with  a  view  to  buy  cheap  afterwards 
himself. 

Mr.  Solicitor  General,  As  a  private 
person,  he  might ;  but  es  a  trustee,  after 
public  advertisement,  certainly  not. 

Mr.  7*.  Toxmshend.  This  matter  ap- 
pears of  much  consequence ;  and,  I  owd, 
the  noble  lord's  objection  does  not  appear 
to  be  sufficiently  answered. 

Mr.  Solicitor  General.  I  am  a  little 
surprised  the  hon.  gentleman  does  not  at 
once  see  the  point  upon  which  the  aeciirity 
turns.  Suppose  the  trustee  to  design 
being  the  purchaser,  and  when  he  sees  a 
probability  of  the  estate  selling  well,  be 
will  not  allow  of  the  sale:  this,  I  think,  was 
the  noble  lord's  objection.  Now,  be  most 
either  keep  the  estate  unsold,  or  he  most 
buy  it  cheap  himself:  if  he  keeps  it  uo' 
sold,  no  harm  is  done  to  the  charity:  if  he 
buys  cheap  himself,  mark  to  what  be  laji 
himself  open ;  he  may  be  prosecuted  ia 
the  courts  of  law,  and  will  be  liable  oot 
only  to  very  heav^  expences,  but  to  pay 
all  the  damage  which  the  charity  cin  pos- 
sibly have  suffered  by  not  selling  the  estate 
at  its  real  value;  and  it  will  not  only  lie 
upon  the  poor  people  to  make  him  do  thii; 
the  land-jobber  or  any  other  person  vbo 
wished  to  have  the  estate,  will  be  instigated 
by  pique,  resentment,  and  even  inter^) 
to  prevent  it. 

Afler  much  conversaUon  the  Bill  vest 
through  the  Committee. 

Petition  of  the  East  India  Confps^i 
against  ike  Resolutions  of  the  House  (( 
Commonsjbr  restricling  the  Dividendj  v^'j 
May  3.  The  foUowmg  Petition  of  tbe 
East  India  Company  was  presented  to  the 
House  of  Commons : 

"  To  the  Honourable   the  Commons  rf 
Great  Britain  in  Parliament  assembled. 
«  The  humble  Petition  of  the  Cmtej 
Company  of  Merchants  of  EngW 
trading  to  the  East  Indies. 
«  Sheweth, 
"  That  your  petitioners  observe,  witt 
the   greatest  concern,    that  some  of^ 
most  material  articles  of  the  Propositions 
which  they  humbly  presented  totbisbc* 
nourable  House  on  the  2d  of  Mar(*w» 
are  substantially  rejected  by  the  B^l* 
tions  of  this  House  on  the  27th  of  «» 
month.  . 

«  They  humbly  conceive,  that  sfto  «» 
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owi  which  they  preiUBitd  to  request  from 
pnrliameiit  (not  less  for  the  credit  of  the 
public  than  their  own)  shall  be  fuU^c  dis* 
cbaroedy  it  seems  unreasonable  to  require 
any  further  terms  on  account  of  the  said 
loan* 

««  That  the  limitation  of  the  Com- 
pany's dividend  to  seven  per'  cent,  after 
the  diBcharffe  of  the  said  loan  until  their 
bood  debt  shall  be  reduced  to  1,500,000^ 
aappears  to  your  petitioners  to  be  a  limits- 
iHm  not  founded  upon  any  just  calculation 
of  the  Company's  commercial  profits ;  nor 
can  it  with  reason  be  alleged,  that  it  is 
aaceasary  either  to  their  credit  or  that  of 
the  public  that  they  should  be  so  restrain- 
ed, as  the  addittonid  dividend  of  one  per 
cant,  contained  in  the  Company's  propo* 
skumsy  thot^h  an  object  of  coostaerable 
consequence  to  the  proprietors,  could  be 
ao  material  delay  to  the  reduction  of  their 
bond  debt. 

^  Your  petitioners  humbly  sidimit  to  this 
honottrabie  House,  that  the  hardship  of 
thia  limitation  is  exceedingly  aggravated 
by  a  coosideratioo  of  the  great  losses, 
yAnA  they  as  proprietors  have  sustained, 
and  the  expences  they  have  incurred  ia 
aequiriag  and  securing  the  territorial  re- 
vanaes  in  India,  at  the  risk  of  their  whole 
aapstal,  while  the  public  have  reaped  such 
great  advantages,  more  especially  as  thejjr 
received  repeated  assurances  from  their 
lata  chairman,  that  the  intentions  of  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  were  totall  v 
deferent  in  this  respect.  Upon  the  faith 
of  tbase  assurances,  the  proposals  which 
have  bean  made  the  ground  of  the  said  re- 
atrictive  resolutions  were  offisred  by  the 
Canapany  to  parliament;  restrictions 
wbicn  they  cannot  but  consider  as  pecu« 
Saffiy  hard  upon  men  who  have  already 
aaffseed  so  much. 

«*  Your  petitioners  most  humbly  beg 
to  rapresent  to  tliis  honourable 
Hasue^  that  the  resohition  limiting  the 
Conapany  to  a  term  not  exceeding  six 
yenra  for  Uie  possession  of  their  territories 
m  lAdia  appears  to  be  altogether  aibitrary, 
as  il  may  be  construed  into  a  conclusive 
dfoiaion  against  the  Company  respecting 
tlioaa  territorial  possessions,  to  which  they 
Imnibly  insist  thej  have  an  undoubted 
ri^t,  a  right  against  which  no  decision 
euata,  aor  any  formal  churn  has  ever  been 
made. 

««  That  the  Company  with  dl  deference 
and  bamility  beg  leave  to  represent  to  this 
bonourable  House,  chat  they  cannot  ac- 
wmmm^  in  the  caaolutioA  wheiaby  dme- 


fourth  parts  of  the  surplus  net  profita  di 
the  Company  at  home  above  the  ^um  of 
eight  per  cent,  per  annum  upon  their  cak 
pital  stock  should  be  paid  into  the  exche- 
quer for  the  use  of  the  public,  and  the  re- 
maining fourth  part  be  applied  either  in 
farther  reducing  the  Company's  bond 
debt,  or  for  composing  a  fund  to  be  set 
apart  for  the  use  of  the  Company  in  case 
of  extraordinary  emergencies;  because 
such  disposal  of  their  property  otherwise 
than  by  their  own  consent,  by  a  general 
description  comprehending  their  trade  as 
well  as  revenues,  does  not  appear  war- 
ranted^  even  by  the  largest  pretensions  that 
have  ever  been  formed  agamst  them :  and 
they  most  humbly  represent,  that  when 
your  petitioners  oiiered  a  participation  iii 
a  different  proportion  of  the  said  surplus^ 
it  was  in  the  fiul  assurance  that  they  might 
freely  enjoy  the  remainder. 

«<  That  the  limitation  prescribed  bj  the 
said  resolution  respecting  the  application  of 
the  one  fourth  part  allotted  them  in  such 
participation,  after  payment  of  all  theif 
simple  contract  debts,  and  after  reducin|( 
their  bood  debt  to  the  pmot  of  credit 
which  this  honourable  House  has  fixed^ 
appears  to  your  petitioners  to  be  so  sub« 
versive  of  all  their  riff hts  and  privileees,  by 
denying  them  the  disposal  of  their  owa 
property  after  all  their  creditors  shall  be 
fuHy  secured  according  to  law,  that  rather 
than  submit  to  such  conditions  as  proceed* 
ing  from  their  own  consent  expressed  ot 
implied,  they  beg  leave  most  humbly  to 
declare  to  this  honourable  House  their  de« 
sire,  that  any  claims  against  the  poeaea* 
sessions  of  the  Company,  that  can  be  sup* 
posed  to  give  Vise  to  such  restrictions,  may 
receive  a  legal  decision,  from  which,  what« 
ever  may  be  the  event,  they  will  at  leasl 
have  the  satisfaction  of  knowing  what  they 
may  call  their  own. 

<^  Your  petitioners,  therefore,  humbly 
pray,  that  tliis  honourable  House  will  not 
annex  such  terms  to  the  loan  requested 
by  the  East  India  Company  as  will  tend  ta 
weaken  the  good  faith  and  confidenoa 
which  the  subjects  of  this  country  ought 
ever  to  have  in  the  justice  of  the  legida<» 
ture-" 

Ordered  to  lie  uptfn  thetable# 

Debate  in  the  Commone  <m  the  Resofu* 
tiofts  Jbr  the  B^uhtitm  of  the  Eas§ 
India  Compan^s  Affairs.']  May  S* 
The  ilouso  having  resolved  itself  int<» 
a  Committee  of  the  whole  House  to 
take  into  furdw  WMJdswtiott  the  aCi 

[3  1]. 
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fairs  of  the  East  India  Company,  Mr. 
Bacon  in  the  chair,  Lord  North  opened 
Che  debate  with  a  long  speech  much  of 
which  consisted  of  general  reaspning,  but 
contained  the  substance  of  several  future 
motions.  His  lordship,  among  other 
things  proposed,  That  the  court  of  direc- 
tors should,  in  future,  be  elected  for  four 
years  :  six  members  annually  ;  but  none 
to  hold  their  seats  longer  than  four  years. 
That  no  person  should  vote  at  the  election 
of  the  airectors  who  had  not  possessed 
their  stock  twelve  months.  That  the  stock 
of  qualification  should  instead  of  500/.  he 
1,000/.  That  the  mayor's  court  of  Cal- 
cutta should  be  for  the  future  confined  to 
amall  mercantile  causes,  to  which  only  its 
jurisdiction  extended  before  the  territorial 
acqui:»ition.  That  in  lieu  of  this  court, 
thus  taken  away,  anew  one  be  established 
consisting  of  a  chief  justice,  and  three 
puisne  judges.  That  uiese  judges  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  crown.  That  a  superiority 
be  given  to  the  presidency  of  Bengal,  over 
the  other  presidencies  in  India. — His  lord- 
ship concluded  with  moving,  <'  That  it  is 
the  opinion  of  thb  Committee,  that  the 
House  be  moved,  that  leave  be  given  to 
bring  in  a  Bill,  for  establishing  certain  re- 
gulations for  the  better  management  of 
the  affairs  of  the  East  India  Company  as 
well  in  India  as  in  Europe." 

Lord  Clive  got  up,  and  solicited  the  in- 
dulgence of  the  House  to  a  few  focts  which 
had  been  partially  stated ;  and  as  he  was 
pleading  for  what  was  dearer  to  him  than 
life,  his  reputation,  he  hoped  the  Com- 
mittee would  patiently  hear  him.  He 
then  went  through  one  of  the  Reports  of 
the  Secret  Committee,  and  quoted  the 
different  pastoges  which  concerned  him. 
His  lordship  was  very  particular  in  exa- 
mining the  Report ;  and  in  answer  to  the 
pfissages  which  accused  him  of  appropri- 
ating part  of  the  revenues  of  Bengal,  he 
read  extracts  of  the  nabob's  letter  to  him 
as  president  of  the  select  committee, 
of  the  committee's  letter  to  the  di- 
rectors, and  finally  the.  directors'  letter 
of  approbation  to  him.  ,  His  lordship 
afterwards  observed,  diat  trained  in  a 
school  of  war  and  politics,  as  he  had  been 
for  20  years,  he  was  bow  in  the  school  of 
philosophy ;  and  if  patience  was  a  vir- 
tue, he  had  no  doubt  of  being  very  vir- 
tuous indeed.  He  enlarged  very  fully  on 
the  misconduct  of  the  directors ;  and  after 
arraigning  in  the  severest  terms  the  un- 
pardonable remissness  of  former  adminis- 
tratioosi  in  neglecting  the  affiuri  of  the 


India  Company,  he  declared,  that  the  mis- 
management abroad  was  founded  upoa 
mismanagement  at  home.  He  then  en* 
tered  very  particularly  into  the  malevo- 
lence and  artifice  of  his  enemies,  and  to 
prove  the  zeal  with  which  one  of  them  at- 
tacked him,  he  read  part  of  a  conversa- 
tion between  the  late  deputy  chairman  and 
one  of  the  first  clerks  in  the  India-house, 
in  which  the  late  deputy  chairman  (sir 
George,  Colehrooke)  made  use  of  these 
remarkable  words,  ^*  I  want  to  m^kthi 
man"  T meaning  his  lordship)* 

Lora  Clive  proceeded  to  exculpate  him- 
self, and  declared  he  went  out  to  India  the 
last  time  prombing  not  to  add  a- shilling 
to  his  fortune,  either  directly  or  indi- 
rectly, and  which  he  declared  to  God  he 
had  religiously  obeyed.  His  lordship  irooi- 
cally  comolimented  the  vast  extent  of 
abilities  or  lord  North,  in  limiting  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  territorial  acquisitions  in 
the  Company's  possession  for  six  years. 
He  said  he  might  call  his  lordship  the 
lion  of  government,  and  the  India  Cooi- 
pany  the  jackal!,  or  lion's  provider;  that 
ne  had  already  seized  upon  three  quarters, 
and  no. doubt  when  the  lion  had  been  out 
hunting,  and  was  returning  hungry,  the 
remaining  quarter  would  be  seized  also; 
that  he  stood  there  as  an  independaot 
man,  ready  to  give  government  every  ho- 
nourable assistance ;  that  he  would  do, 
and  farther  would  not  be  expected  of  him, 
with  respect  to  the  East  India  Compaoj; 
that  he  lamented  their  situation ;  thattbej 
had  long  been  tampered  with  by  quacb; 
even  till  they  were  reduced  to  an  absolute 
consumption,  and  had  thrown  themselves 
upon  parliament,  as  the  only  and  tnie  phy- 
sician that  could  effect  a  cure. 

His  lordship  remarked,  that  for  these 
two  years  past  the  directors,  either  through 
ignorance  or  design,  had  kept  thea&i^ 
of  the  Company  a  secret ;  that  they  h*^ 
rioted  at  taverns,  dissolved  m  dissipatiot 
and  luxury,  and  had  venison,  turtle,  and 
other  choice  viands  in  and  out  of  seasoi, 
with  burgundy,  claret,  and  old  hock;  thi| 
they  entirely  neglected  their  duty,  vsA 
employed  a  man  to  think  for  them  (Mr. 
Wilks)  to  whom  they  allowed  400/.  p* 
annum,  and  that  many  of  their  orders  veie 
so  absurd  and  contradictory,  that  tbeff 
own  servants  were  almost  justified  in  r^ 
fusing  obedience  to  them. 

I  left  (continued  his  lordship)  India  jo 
January  1766,  in  profound  peace,  and  m 
which  It  was  likely  to  remain.  The  ex- 
pence  of  the  military  at  that  tinie»  ^^^ 
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heavy,  was  nothing  equal  to  what  it  is  now ; 
I  expected  it  would,  instead  of  increasing, 
have  been  reduced.  Much  virulence  and 
malevolence  has  been  employed  against 
me;  and  it  is  with  real  concern  I  find  my- 
self reduced  to  the  sad  necessity  of  being 
the  herald  of  my  own  fame.  I  have«erved 
my  countiy  and  that  Company  faithfully ; 
and  had  I  been  employed  by  the  crown  I 
should  npthave  been  m  the  situation  I  am 
at  present;  I  should  have  been  differ- 
ently rewarded ;  no  retrospect  would  have 
been  had  to  sixteen  years  past,  and  I 
should  not  have  been  rorced  to  plead  for 
what  is  dearer  than  life,  my  reputation. 

My  situation,  Sir,  has  not  been  an  easy 
one  for  these  twelve  months  past;  and 
though  my  conscience  never  could  ac- 
cuse me,  yet  1  felt  for  my  friends,  who 
were  involved  in  the  same  censure  as  my- 
self. Sir,  not  a  stone  has  been  left  un- 
turned, where  the  least  probability  could 
arise  of  discovering  sometning  of  a  criminal 
nature  against  me.  The  two  committees. 
Sir,  seem  to  have  bent  the  whole  of  their 
enquiries  to  the  conduct  of  their  humble 
servant  the  baron  of  Plassey;  and  1  have 
been  examined  by  the  select  committiee 
more  like  a  sheep-stealer  than  a  member 
of  this  House.  I  am  sure,  Sir,  if  I  had 
any  sore  places  about  me,  they  would 
have  been  round ;  they  have  probed  to  the 
bottom;  no  lenient  plaisters  have  been 
applied  to  heal :  no.  Sir,  they  were  all  of 
the  blbter  kind,  prepared  with  Spanish 
flies,  and  other  provocatives.  The  public 
records  have  been  ransacked  for  proofs 
against  me ;  and  the  late  deputy  chairman 
of  the  India  Company,  a  worthy  member 
of  this  House,  has  been  very  assiduous  in- 
deed,— ^so  assiduous  in  my  affairs,  that 
really.  Sir,  it  appears  he  has  eatirely  neg- 
lected his  own.  As  the  heads  upon  Tem- 
ple Bar  have  tumbled  down,  and  as  there 

ears  no  probability  of  their  being  re- 

Sied,  for  Jacobitism  seems  at  an  ertd,  at 
t  there  has  been  great  alteration  in 
men's  sentiments  within  these  ten  years ; 
I  would  propose,  Sir,  that  my  head,  by 
way  of  pre-eminence,  should  be  put  upon 
the  middle  pole ;  and  his  Majesty  having 
given  me  these  honours,  it  is  proper  they 
diould  be  supported :  What  think  you 
then  of  my  havmg  the  late  chairman  and 
deputy  chairman  on  each  side?  [Here 
the  House  burst  out  into  applause,  and 
remained  in  a  fit  of  laughter  for  nearly  ten 
minutes.] 

I  will  now  say  a  word  to    the   pro- 
posed regulations  of  the  noble  lora;  I 


agree  with  him.  Sir,  that  the  annual  di« 
'rection  has  been  in  a  great  measure  the 
cause  of  the  great  distress  of  the  India 
Company;  and  I  also  agree,  that  every 
proprietor  should  possess  1,000/.  stock, 
and  be  in  possession  twelve  months  before 
he  can  be  qualified  to  vote. — His  lordship 
then  expatiated  on  the  great  temptation 
in  India;  that  the  country  had  been  go- 
verned by  a  set  of  boys,  and  numberless 
abuses  had  been  committed ;  that  with  re- 
spect to  the  mottut,  he  never  heard  of  it 
until  last  summer,  when  he  was  in  Shrop- 
shire; but  though  a  sum  of  5,000/.  was  of 
little  moment  where  the  receipts  amount- 
ed to  four  or  five  millions,  yet  great 
abuses  had  been  made  of  it ;  that  as  to 
jaghires,  they  were  as  commonly  given  by 
the  princes  in  that  country,  as  pensions, 
lottery  tickets,  and  other  douceurs  were 
by  the  minister  in  this. 

Mr.  Suiivan  declared,  that  thoueh  he 
and  the  noble  lord  were  enemies,  and  pro- 
bably should  continue  so  till  the  day  of 
their  deaths,  yet  he  had  never  pursued 
him  with  the  least  malevolence ;  that  if  he 
had,  he  should  lon^  since  have  mentioned 
a  suppression  of  sixteen  months  corres- 
pondence, which  had  been  repeatedly 
called  for  by  the  directors,  but  to  this  mo- 
ment evaded;  and  in  them  it  could  be 
proved,  that  his  lordship  was  the  sole 
cause  of  their  present  distress ;  that  he 
would  not  have  mentioned  this  fact  but  in 
the  warmth  of  his  temper,  when  he  was 
unjustly  accused. 

Lord  Clive,  in  answer,  declared,  that  on 
his  return  from  India,  he  gave  those  pa- 
pers, with  several  others,  to  one  Campbell, 
a  Scotch  author,  in  Queen-square,  and  ha 
had  never  seen  them  since. 

General  Camac  d^lared  that  he  never 
had  any  other  object  than  the  public 
good  :  had  he  embraced  every  opportu- 
nit}',  or  not  been  remarkably  moderate,  he 
might  have  had  four  times  the  fortune  he 
had  ;  that  what  he  po^isessed,  was  acquired 
in  the  military  line ;  and  that  he  never  was 
concerned  in  trade,  except  in  salt,  which 
he  had  only  a  small  share  of. 

The  Resolution  was  then  agreed  to,  and 
on  being  reportea  to  the  House  on  the 
following  day,  it  was  ordered,  **  That 
leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  esta- 
blishing certain  regulations  for  the  better 
management  of  the  aflairs  of  the  East  In- 
dia Company,  as  well  in  India  as  in  Eu- 
rope: and  that  Mr.  Bacon,  lord  North', 
Mr.  Onslow,  Mr.  Dyson,  Mr.  Charles 
Townsbendy  Mr.  Charles  James  Fox,  Mr. 


655]         IS  «£OROE  IIL       JiAaUi  m  Gmmd  Bmtogwfs  M&Hm      (m 

Attorney  Geaeral,  Mr»  Solicitor  Geoerd, 
JVIr.  Cooper,  6nd  Mr.  EobinMD,  do  pre- 
pare, aad  bring  io^  the  same.'* 

Debates  in  the   Commmu   tm  Gemerml 

Surgjj/ne*s  Motions  relating  to  the  Con- 
duct qf  Lord  CUve  in  India,']     May  iO. 

The  order  of  Uie  day,  for  takiog  ioto  con- 

aideration  the   Report,  which,  upon  the 

26th  of  May  in  the  last  session  of  parlia- 

ment  was  made  from  the  committee,  who 

were  appointed  to  enquire  into  the  nature, 

«tate,  and  condition,  of  the  East  India 

Company,  and  of  the  British  affairs  in  the 

East  Indies ;  together  with  the  Re|iorts, 

made  from  the  select  committee,  appointed 

in  this  session  of  parliament,  to  enquire 

into  the  nature,  state,  and  condition,  of 

the  East  India  Company,  and  of  the  Bri- 
tish affairs  iQ  the  East  Indies,  upon  the 
.  8th  and  21st  of  April  last ;   and  also  the 

aeveral  Reports  made  from  the  commit- 
tee of  secrecy,  appointed  to  enquire  into 

the  sute  of  the  East  India  Company  (and, 

for  that  purpose,  to  inspect  the  books  and 

accounts  of  the  said  Company ;   and  to 

report  to  the  House  what  they  find  mate- 
rial therein,  in  respect  to  the  debts,  cre- 

diu,  and  effects,  of  the  Company,  as  also 

to  tlie  management  and  present  situation 

ofUie  Company's  affairs;   together  with 

iheir  observations  thereupon)  being  read. 
General  Burgoune^  who  brought  up  the 

Report  of  the  select  committee,  after  ex- 

plaitiingthe  disagreeable  situation  in  which 

he  stood,  declared,  that  there  were  ac- 
^  counts  of  crimes  contained  in  the  report, 

which  shocked  human  nature  even  to  con- 
ceive.   He  said,  that  he  looked  upon  the 

deposing  Surajah  Dowlah,  and  bringing 

about  a  revolution  in  favour  of  Meer  Ja^ 

fier  in  the  year  1756,  to  be  the  origin  of 

all  those  subsequent  evils,  which  had  ope- 
rated to  tlie  temjporary  distress,  if  not  to- 
tal destruction  or  the  Company* 

He  enlarged  upon  the  perfidy  used  to 

brin^  about  that  revolution :  he  stated  the 

fictitious  treaty,  forged  in  order  to  elude 

the  payment  of  the  stipend  promised  to 

Omichund,  a  blade  merchant  and  confi- 
dant of  Sur^ah  Dowlah.  whom  lord  Clive 

and  the  select  ^M>mmittee  in  India  pre- 

vailed  4ipon  to  join  in  a  sclieme  to  de« 

thr^me  his  master:  he  exposed  the  con- 

^dttct  of  lord  Clive  in  causing  admiral  Wat- 

aon*s  name  to  be  signed,  contrary  to  the 

admiraPs  ^press  inclination,  to  this  trea* 

ty.     This,  added  he,  was  a  transaction 

upon  which  I  particularly  lav  my  hand,  as 

Hn  copsequeace  4if  ibi«»  mil  p«pto  the  syi- 


tam  of  earmptioD.  The  arisct 
tee  then  densaadad  of  the  asv  tuM 
twenty  ladss  of  rapees  far  their  tan  sis, 
abava  what  the  flaal  and  amy  ksdbsi. 
gained  for;  this  was  the  origin  of  the  sue* 
cossiva  refolaCioDs  aad  (ha  saossaiten' 
pine. 

The  geaaral  oondaded  his  spsseh  hf 
saying,  that  the  perfidy  of  Ooidiand  vm 
of  the  blackest  dye ;  and,  as  ta  the  pn^ 
oeedings  of  the  select  ocmmittee  in  Isdiii 
I  will  allow  than  to  be  (iroaloaUy)  of  tk 
whitest  kind.  The  geparal  then  propand 
the  following  EaM>liitioQS,  and  said,  thai, 
if  they  mat  with  the  approbation  of  ibe 
House,  he  should  move,  that  perioia  vbo 
had  acquired  sums  af  money  bv  pracnb 
or  otherwise  in  India,  if  they  had  ac^uM 
such  sums  bj  vtrtue  of  tl^eir  acting  ini 
public  capacity,  sbouM  befoiaed  to  snitf 
rastitution : 

1.  **  That  all  acquisitions,  made  mkt 
the  influence  of  a  military  force,  or  b; 
treaty  with  foreign  princes,  do  of  ligbc 
belong  to  the  slate. 

2.  *<  That  to  appropriate  aoquisitiona 
made,  to  the  private  emolunieot  of  per* 
sons  entrusted  with  aoy  civil  or 
power  of  the  state,  is  illegal. 

S.  '<  That  very  great  sums  of 
and  other  valuable  property,  have  bew 
acquired  in  Bengal,  from  princes,  lo^ 
others  of  that  country,  by  penosa  io* 
trusted  with  the  military  and  civil  povM 
of  the  state ;  which  sums  of  monej  tf^ 
otl\er  valuable  property  have  been  sppw- 
priated  to  the  private  use  of  such  penooi*'^ 

Sir  iVilliam  Meredith  : 

Mr.  Speaker;  as  I  had  the  haKwr 
to  second  the  motion  for  an  enquiry  'n» 
East  India^fbirs  last  y^r,  I  now  rise  i« 
second  a  motion,  which  is  nothing  mm 
than  to  give  efiect  to  that  enquiry.  Seo> 
sible  of  the  obloquy  that  follows  the  |Mrt 
of  an  aoeusar,  yet  am  I  the  less  unviliin| 
to  take  that  painful  and  <iistrtssful  f^ 
upon  me ;  be(AiQse,  thtokmg  myself  ai  i» 
significant  as  any  meonbar  af  this  Hm^ 
can  be,  it  is  of  the  leas  coosaquence  wiat^ 
ever  may  happen  to  me. 

It  was  my  wish  that  this  enquiry  fliip 
have  been  direoted,  not  to  parsons,  but  tt 
thmgs.  I  should  have  been  better  tf^ 
fied,  if  the  enquu*y  had  been  oonfiosd  (| 
the  single  object  of  laying  befine  p«^ 
ment  a  comparative  state  of  the  pro^ 
ansing  to  Great  Britain  from  tbs  ^ 
Indies  ;  what  they  were  before,  v^ 
what  anesb  we  t£qfini  diekiP|<ta* 
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BengaL  This  oonip«riflon  woidd  lunre 
bitN^I  to  our  coDtemiiktiaDy  and  would 
have  led  uf  to  the  diicuMioo  of  theeo  se- 
vend  points :  whether  we  are  in  fact  losers^ 
or  gainers,  by  the  territory;  and  if  gainers, 
whether  the  advantages  compensate  ht 
the  certain,  as  well  as  eventual,  expences  of 
naiataining  it?  We  then  mi^ht  nave  de- 
bated, whraer  the  constitutu»n,may  not 
be  endangered,  as  well  as  morality  sub- 
verted, by  such  sudden  influaes  of 
wealth  as  naturally  most  occasion  a  still 
further  increase  of  luxury,  corruption,  and 
avarice.  We  might  also  have  considered 
whether  it  is  at  Uiis  crisis  prudent,  whe- 
ther it  is  rational  to  make  so  vast  an  addi- 
tion  to  the  British  empire,  sinking  already 
under  the  wei^t  of  its  own  greatness. 

These  I  saj.  Sir,  are  the  points  to  which 
i  not  only  wished  but  proposed  to  direct 
the  attention  of  the  Committee.  My  opi- 
nion was  overruled.  The  Committee 
proceeded  on  a  dilferent  and  doubtless 
much  better  plan.  They  have  inquired 
into  the  conduct  of  persons  who  have  had 
great  trusts,  and  borne  high  offices  in  the 
£a»t  Indies. 

The  question  therefore  now  before  us, 
it,  What  is  fit  for  us  to  do  uoon  those  facts 
which  the  reports  contain?  There  is  a 
noble  lord  who  has  been  a  principal  actor 
on  this  stage,  whose  knowledge  is  as  per- 
fect as  his  reports  are  true ;  and  this  noble 
person,  in  one  of  his  letters  to  the  direc- 
tors, tells  them,  that  every  spring  of  this 
government  is  smeared  with  corruption  ; 
that  principies  of  rapacity  and  oppression 
UDiversally  prevailed ;  and  that  every  spark 
of  public  sentiment  and  public  virtue 
ii  extingoiahed  in  the  unbounded  lu»t 
of  unmerited  wealth.  Adcr  this  evi- 
dence, Sir,  are  we  to  establish  this  corrup- 
tion ;  are  we  to  give  line  and  scope  to  this 
spirit  of  rapacity  ;  and  gratify  this,  un- 
bounded lust  of  unmerited  wealth  ?  Or, 
shsll  we  try  (if  I  may  use  the  words  of  a 
great  aaa  on  a  similar  occasion)  *  si  istud 
genus  infinitse  pecuni«  per  summam  in- 
juriam  oogetMlse  nuUo  mode  reprehendi 
possit  ?"     Cioero  in  Verrem. 

There  are  but  two  possible  ways  to  bring 
ihout  reformation  in  the  East  Indies  ;  the 
one  by  law,  the  other  by  example.  As  to 
law,  i  cannot  comprehend  how  it  is  prac- 
ticsMe  to  enforce  taws  made  by  us  here 
in  a  country  too  remote  to  be  wjthin  the 
reach  of  cootroul.  They  may  be  a  re- 
straint on  the  subjects  of  England  within 
a  certain  district,  but  no  more.  It  is 
propose^  <te^   English  jodges   be   ap- 


pointed by  the  King  to  go  to  India,  and 
to  resale  at  Calcutta.  But  the  kingdom  of 
Bengal  is  (peaterthan  France,  and  the 
number  of  its  inhabitants  double,  being 
computed  at  no  less  than  fifteen  million. 
Calcutta  is  a  sea-port  town  in  a  comer  of 
this  vast  country.  Let  us  then  suppose^ 
that  had  it  been  the  fortune  of  Bengal  to 
have  conquered  England,  and  that  the 
East  Indians  were  plundering  here,  aa 
Englishmen  are  plunaering  there,  I  believe 
it  would  not  have  given  us  much  conso^ 
lation,  that  three  East  Indian  judges  were 
to  reside  at  the  Land^s-£nd  in  Cornwall, 
in  order  to  administer  justice  and  prevent 
oppression  throughout  all  the  rest  of  the 
kingdom.  If,  then,  it  would  be  a  vain  at* 
tempt  to  extend  the  protection  of  English 
laws  to  the  natives  of  Bengal,  let  us  en* 
quire  how  the  government  is  constituted 
under  which  they  now  live.  The  consti- 
tution of  the  present  government  of  Ben- 
gal is  defined  to  be  an  union  of  the  so- 
vereign and  merchant;  and  Mr.  Van* 
sittart  informs  us  how  thesie  merchant-so- 
vereigns exercise  their  supreme  power. 
For  he  says,  their  rule  of  selling  is  to  take 
as  much  as  they  please,  and  the  rule  by 
which  they  buy  is  to  pay  as  little  as  they 
please. 

From  all  that  we  read  in  tales  or  history, 
never  did  such  a  system  exist  as  that 
where  mercantile  avarice  was  the  only 
principle,  and  force  the  only  means  of 
carrying  on  a  government.  Comparisons 
of  other  tjrrannies  give  no  idea  of  'English 
tyranny  in  Bengal.  For  it  has  been  the 
province  of  tyrants  to  use  their  iron  rods 
over  the  great  and  powerful;  over  men 
who  became  formidable  for  their  virtues, 
or  whose  riches  were  provocatives  to  their 
avarice ;  the  bulk  of  their  people  might 
live  in  quiet ;  the  low  and  humble  man, 
the  latMurer  and  the  mechanic,  were  be- 
neath the  tyrant's  stroke.  But  in  Bengal 
the  rich  and  poor  fare  alike.  They  who 
iieve  lands  are  dietpossessed ;  if  money,  it  ia 
extorted;  if  the  mechanic  has  a  loom, 
his  manufacture  is  cut  out ;  if  hebasaraln, 
it  is  carried  off;  if  he  is  suspected  of  bar- 
ing any  secret  treasure,  he  is  put  to  the 
torture  to  discover  it.  One  is  therefore  at 
a  loss  for  words  to  describe  the  sort  of  ty- 
ranny that  is  practised  in  Bengal.  Mon* 
sters  as  tyrants  are,  they  are  but  rare  mona- 
sters ;  and  very  rare  indeed,  such  as  have 
been  hardened  against  all  fear  of  punish- 
ment, and  all  sense  of  shame.  For  the 
actions  of  monarchs  are  not  for  the  com- 
ment, of  the  present  times  alone:  the&ar^ 


89^  IS  GEORGE  IIL  .      DebaUs  on  General  BurgoyneU  Mationt  >    [860 

in  the  East  Indies^  Most 


therefore,  of  making  their  memoriea  infa- 
mous, as  well  as  their  lives  odious,  toge* 
ther  with  the  fear  of  resistance,  have  often 
served  as  fetters  to  a  tyrant's  will.  But 
our  countrymen  in  Ben^  are  free  from 
idl  these  apprehensions  ;  they  have  no  re- 
aistance  to  fear  from  a  poor  disarmed 
people,  inured  to  davery  and  broken  to 
oppression*  And  so  much  in  reverse  are 
they  of  the  fear  of  shame,  that  their  am- 
bition is  spurred  on  by  knowing  that  they 
are  to  secure  honour,  love,  importance, 
dependents  and  friends,  in  proportion  to 
tthe  riches  they  bring  home.  The  noble 
lord  bids  us  not  enquire  into  what  these 
gentlemen  have  done  in  the  East :  such  an 
enquiry,  he  says,  would  discover  actions 
that  cannot  bear  the  light;  that  would 
bring  dishonour  on  the  English  nation, 
and  disgrace  and  misery  on  many  worthy 
fiimilies  in  England.  The  noble  lord  bicls 
us  turn  our  eyes  to  what  they  are  here. 
Here,  he  says,  are  they  not  charitable, 
are  they  not  benevolent,  are  thev  not  so- 
cial, are  they  not  hospitable  ?  1  believe  it 
all.  But  will  the  noble  lord  to  these  ami- 
able descriptions  add  one  thing  more? 
Will  he  paint,  as  correcUy  and  as  strongly 
as  he  is  able,  the  springs  and  sources  that 
supply  the  currents  of  all  this  charity,  be- 
nevolence, hospitality,  and  splendour  ? 

But  it  is  not  tor  these  purposes  alone  that 
inordinate  riches*  are  sought  after  in  the 
East.  In  was  said  of  the  Roman  Verres, 
that  he  was  **  pecuniae  cupidus  quia  in 
pecunift  prssidium."  Verres  would  have 
been  contented  (as  Cicero  informs  us) 
with  a  quarter  of  what  he  got,  for  him- 
self; but  he  thought  it  was  necessary  to 
add  three  quarters  more;  one  to  bribe 
the  leading  men  of  the  senate;  another 
to  engage  the  greatest  lawyers  and  most 
£imous  orators ;  and  a  third  to  be  distri- 
buted among  the  common  senators :  such 
as  we  should  call  now-a-days  the  dumb 
votes  of  the  House.  Had  Verres  lived  in 
our  time,  he  might  have  employed  his 
money  still  better.  He  might  have  added 
parliamentary  influence  to  the  influence 
of  money.  He  might  have  bought  bo- 
roughs, and  ^ot  an  interest  within  these 
walls,  that  might  have  controuled  this  very 
House  of  Commons,  and  perhaps  the  le- 
gislature itself.  The  world  is  in  great  ex- 
pectation of  the  event  of  this  question ; 
and  will  judge  by  it  how  far  such  mfluence 
can  or  does  operate  at  this  hour. 

But,  it  may  be  asked,  what  right  has 
the  House  of  Commons  to  enquire  into, 
and  to  judge  of|  property  either  acquired 


or 

cordially  do.  I  wish,  Sir,  that  the  first  step 
of  this  business  had  been  to  declare  the 
right,  1  have  no  scruple  to  avow  my  poor 
opinion  where  that  right  lies.  'Tit  in  the 
crown ;  and  the  right  to  controul  it  in  the 
people.  But  whether  the  crown  aasomei 
Itself,  or  delegates  to  oUiers,  the  exercise 
of  its  rights,  I  hold  it  as  the  first  principle 
of  this  constitution,  that  there  can  be  no 
sovereign  power  whatever,  the  executioa 
of  which  IS  not  amenable  to  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  people.  On  this  ground 
I  claim  the  right  of  an  Engli^  member  of 
parliament  to  enquire  into  all  public  traoi' 
actions: — ^where  there  is  public  merit,  to 
give  reward  and  honour;  where  delin- 
quency, to  detect,  to  censure,  and  to  pu- 
nish. 

It  is  true,  our  enquiries  have  still  left  i 
wide  field  of  events  undiscovered.  The 
reports  on  your  table,  voluminous  at  they 
are,  if  I  may  use  the  words  of  our  greit 
poej,  give 

No  light — but  rather  darkness  viable 
Serves  only  to  discover  sights  of  woe. 

How  we  came  by  this  territory  nij 
God  forgive !  But  beltevinff  there  is  a  9 
above  us,  I  believe  also,  that  ac(|ui»itioos 
made  by  shedding  the  blood  of  mnoceot 
princes,  and  by  wringing  from  an  inno- 
cent people  their  substance,  can  never 
prosper. 

it  is  an  aggravation  of  the  miseries  of 
these  injured  people  that  they  had  long 
been  governed  by  a  most  excellent  prince, 
Ali  Verdi  Cawn,  who  was  succeeded  by 
Surajah  Dowlab.  This  ill-fated  prince 
had  reigned  but  a  short  time  when  be  vtf 
murdered  by  Meer  Jaffier,  hisrel8tion,bi> 
subject,  and  his  friend.  This  murderer 
was  placed  by  lord  Clive  upon  the  throne: 
Surajah  Dowlah  is  indeed  reported  to 
have  been  a  very  wicked,  and  a  very  croel 
prince :  but  how  he  deserved  that  charac- 
ter does  not  appear  in  fact.  He  was  vert 
young,  not  20  years  old  when  he  was  pot 
to  death— and  the  first  provocation  to  hu 
enmity  was  given  by  the  English.  It  ^ 
true,  that  when  he  took  CalcutU  a  verj 
lamentable  event  happened,  I  mean  i^< 
story  of  the  Black  Hole;  but  that  catas- 
trophe can  never  be  attributed  to  the  in* 
tention,  for  it  was  without  the  koowleoge 
of  the  prince.  I  remember  a  similar  ac* 
cident  happening  in  St.  Martin's  round- 
house ;  but  I  should  appear  very  ridi* 
culous,  were  I,  on  that  account,  to  attn- 
bute  any  guilt  or  imputation  of  cruelty  to 
the  memory  of  the  late  kingi  io  ^o^ 
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reign  it  happened.  A  peace  was  however 
agreed  upon  with  Surajah  Dowlah;  and 
the  persons  who  went  as  ambassadors  to 
confirm  that  p^ace,  formed  the  conspiracy, 
by  wliich  he  was  deprived  of  his  kingdom 
and  his  iife. 

Another  circumstance  in  this  history  is 
lately  come  to  our  knowledge.  For,  great 
and  glorious  as  the  acquisition  of  Bengal 
is  said  to  be  (a  mill-stone  round  the  neck 
of  this  country,  as  I  think  it),  we  are  told 
that  the  select  committee  would  rather 
have  abandoned  all  its  advantages,  than 
have  taken  them  without  securing  great 
sums  of  money  for  themselves.  For  the 
noble  lord  has  informed  us,  that  whilst  the 
conspiracy  was  in  agitation,  there  were 
stipulations  with  Meer  Jaffier  to  pay  sums 
of  money  to  the  servants  of  the  Companv 
individually  ;  and  the  cause  why  those  sti- 
pulations were  made,  was,  because  the 
members  of  the  select  committee  declared 
they  would  not  sufier  the  revolution  to 
take  place  at  all,  unless  they  themselves 
were  to  be  considered  in  the  first  in- 
stance. 

It  appears  also  upon  the  report,  that 
k>rd  Ciive,  over  and  above  what  he  re- 
ceived as  commander  in  chief,  and  over 
and  above  what  he  received  as  a  member 
of  the  select  committee,  received  also 
^0,000/.  to  his  private  share,  unknown  to 
the  rest  who  stood  in  the  same  degree  of 
daim  with  him,  besides  his  lordship's  jag- 
hire  of  30,000/.  a  year. 

WhetheV  these,  sums  of  money  were 
justly  or  unjustly  taken,  and  whether  the 
actors  in  this  revdlution  had  a  right  to  use 
their  public  trusts  for  their  particular  be- 
Befit,  is  the  first  object  of  the  enquiry. 
It  is  not  the  cause  of  one  man  only,  but  of 
millions,  that  lies  before  us :  for  if  the 
controul  of  the  English  laws  cannot  ex- 
tend to  the  East  Indies,  I  cannot  conceive 
that  there  is  any  method  under  heaven  to 
prevent  rapine,  extortion,  aiid  every  pos- 
uble  species  of  oppression  there,  unless 
this  House^  determines  that  the  spoils  of 
that  unhappy  country  shall  not  be  enjoyed 
without  enquiry  here. 

No  man  wishes  more  than  I  do  to  avoid 
making  examples,  if  any  thing  but  exam- 
ples can  be  thought  effectual.  But  the 
nurts  are  now  before  us ;  and  if  we  give 
oar  sanction  to  what  is  past,  we  give  at 
the  same  time  our  sanction  and  our  en- 
couragement to  all  that  avarice  can  still 
dictate,  and  to  all  that  force  can  still  in- 
flict on  the  wretched  inhabitiuit9  of  Ben- 
gal. 


Mr.  Solicitor  General  Wedderhum  : 

Sir;  as  I  have  not  troubled  ths 
House  at  all  upon  this  business,  I  now  de- 
sire its  indulgence  to  give  my  sentiments 
upon  East  India  affiiirs  in  general ;  whidi 
I  shall  do  with  the  greatest  readiness,  as 
the  general  deduction  made  by  the  hon. 
member  behind  me,  and  the  motions 
which  he  has  in  consequence  made,  do 
very  particularly  lead-  to  what  I  ^ave  ta 
advise  on  this  subject.  The  select  com* 
mittee  has  sat  upon  this  business  long, 
and  with  great  attention,  and  the  hon. 
gentleman  now  introduces  what  he  has  to 
move  upon  it  with  all  the  solemnity  ima* 
ginable ;  with  so  much  solemnity,  that  the 
House,  I  believe,  expected  a  very  dif- 
ferent catalogue  of  enormities  and  a  very 
different  system  proposed  for  the  future. 

We  now  see,  once  more,  the  [good  of 
such  committees ;  the  secret  committee— 
(here  being  put  right  by  the  members 
near  him,  saying  it  was  the  Select  Com« 
mittee,  he  went  on\ — I  beg  pardon — the 
secret  committee  oi  the  select  committee, 
( I  thought  there  must  be  something  se- 
cret in  It,  by  the  magnitude  of  their  dis- 
coveries) have  in  their  prosecution  of  this 
affiiir,  now  brought  it  to  a  general  issue, 
and  all  turns  up  a  narrow,  contracted,  in- 
vidious attention  to  the  conduct  of  indivi* 
duals,  instead  of  an  open,  liberal,  and 
manly  endeavour  to  brmg  forward  such 
regulations  for  the  future,  as  should  pre- 
vent evils ;  I  utterly  dkapprove  of  this 
conduct— and  I  have  disapproved  of  it 
through  the  whole  course  of  the  business. 

The  hon.  gentleman  has  entered  into  a 
long  recapitulation  of  events  which  hap- 

Sened  sixteen  years  ago,  and  from  them 
e  deduces  two  matters  of  charge ;  those 
I  desire  leave  to  examine ;  and  the  one  is 
the  dethroning  and  putting  to  death  Su- 
rajali  Dowlah,  by  means  of  a  fictitious 
treaty ;  and  the  other  is  a  general  officer's 
name  being  fixed  to  an  order  of  assassi- 
nation. 

Upon  the  subject  of  the  revolution,  I 
shall  observe,  that  it  is  a  most  narrow  and 
illiberal  idea  to  suppose,  that  great  and 
striking  events,  revolutions,  wars,  con- 
Quests  and  so  forth,  are  to  be  carried 
torough  upon  the  direct  and  absolute 
principles  of  school  philosophy  and  mo- 
rality :  sach  a  supposition  would  be  idle-^ 
would  be  useless.  I  will  venture  to  assert, 
that  a  revolution  of  such  consequence  ne- 
ver was  BO  conducted,  nor  ever  will  be. 
Throughout  4he  detail  .which  tha  hon. 
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gentleman  has  given  of  the  trannction,  I 
am  astonished  that  we  should  have  heard 
Bot  a  word  of  the  chamcler  of  Surajah 
Dowkh;  not  »syUable  of  the  Black  Hole 
wtkk;  not  a  word  of  that  vengeance,  and 
even  jusuce,  which  the  most  cruel,  black, 
and  horrid  piece  of  tyranny  which  stains 
theaaoals  of  human  nature,  most  have 
produced.  Is  this  candid  ?  Are  these  the 
principles  toguideourenquiry^and  to  direct 
our  puaisfaments  i  I  should  be  ashamed 
to  be  a  witness  to  such  proceedings.  The 
real  factis  this,— ^monster  of  tvranny,  who 
is  an  enemy,  is  to  be  dethroned ;— he  b  de« 
tlMToaed  by  a  conquering  army,  and  {Hit  to 
death  r  this  transaction,  with  a  series  of 
victory  and  success,  are  so  rapid,  that 
every  moment  was  action-— every  instant 
filled  with  great  events.    The  hon.  ^ntle* 
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arcumitnnre  opoa  the  prineiplflsofitnct 
morality.  Veiy  wonderful  iiraeed  1  Lei 
these  persecutors  of  great  and  emioeDt 
name  tell  me  of  a  revolution  that  wsi  eter 
brought  about  with  less  attendant  erfl: 
name  iL  I  defy  the  whole  range  of  hii* 
torjr  to  shew  one  of  equal  importance,  in 
which  the  actors  have  so  little  to  soiwa 
for.  As  to  the  forgery  of  admiral  Wat- 
son's name,  it  would  be  needless  to  ana* 
Ivse  it,  because  the  noble  lord  has  declared 
that  had  it  been  necessary,  he  actuallf 
would  have  done  it — and  certainly  dooe 
right  in  politics,  to  take  that  or  any  other 
means  to  destroy  in  an  enemy  so  great  a 
tyrant.  As  to  the  other  action  of  geseni 
Casland's  name  standing  to  an  onier  of 
assassination,  he  solemnly  declared  that 
he  apprehended  the  whole  was  a  feint  d 


man  teits  as,  that  this  was  the  ongin  of ,  the  nabob  to  discover  the  sentimenu  of 

tbe  oppressions,  and  of  the  succeeding  re-  I  the  army ;  and  protested,  that  had  he 

▼olttUons.    Who  doubts  it  ?    This    was  i  known  the  use  which  was  made  of  it,  be 

the  acqaisition  from  which  originated  the 

great  empire  of  the  India  Company ;  these 

were  the  victories  that  gave  to  that  Com- 

pttiy  the  splendid  power  of  rewarding: 

had  it  not  been  for  that  revolution,  those 

cauntriea  would  never  have  been  gained, 

whicb  Imve  been  the  object  of  the  crimes 

ceesplaioed    of.    What,    therefore,  does 

this  noa.  member  prove  by  this  ?    Or  what 

useful  fact  is  grounded  upon  it  ? 

The  hon.  gentleman  has  declaimed  much 
oa  the  stain  upon  the  British  name,  from 
the  transactions  in  that  rev<^ution  :  I  am 
of  a  venr  dtfierent  opinion ;  when  our 
&u4i  and  animosities  are  forgotten ;  when 
oar  little  envies  and  jealousies  of  large  for- 
taaes  are,  as  they  ought  to  be,  buried  in 
oblavton->-the  recording  pen  of  a  candid 
hiatorian  will  relate  these  transactions  as 
they  were;  and  he  will  not  fail  to  hold 
farm  for  the  admiration  of  posterity,  that 
in  a  rcvoltiftioa  which  acquired  to  the  Com- 
pany a  dominioa  larger,  wealthier,  and 
more  pepiilous  tbaa  ever  Athens  possessed 
-—or  than  Rome  itself,  when  she  had  ceo* 
quered  the  Italian  states;  larger  than 
FVancOy  aad  in  revcnoes  saoertor  to  most 
of  the  powers  of  Europe;  tnat  in  the  ca* 
raer  or  such  coiiqueat8«*^if  such  great 
evanls  ao  few  actions  are  to  he  discovered 
bjr  the  noat  inquisitive  examinalioo,  (and 
a  more  prymg  one  never  was  known\  ao 
ftw  that  reflect  diahonour  ao  indivadoala--* 
none  that  tamiah  she  British  aaaie. 

The  two  inslancea  hefoia  voa  aia  idl 
that  are  to  he  ^Mindin  that  pile  of  reports 
OD  yoor  table  ;^a  grpat  reaohition,  aad  a 


:  would  not  have  done  it  for  a  thousand 
worlds ;  and  in  this  he  appeals  to  tbe  tofti- 
mony  of  the  whole  army  and  navy,  and  to 
every  officer  in  the  civil  department* 

Now,  Sir,  what  are  you  doing,  because 

in  such  a  revolution  as  history  can  scarce* 

ly  parallel,  some  large  fortunes  have  beca 

suddenly  made,  you  are  to  determine  tben 

to  be  illegal ;  and  talk  of  the  restitutioo  of 

I  money  acquired  sixteen  years  ago.   Fff 

shame !  What,  is  this  to  be  the  nstiood 

gratitude  for  actions  which  have  been  the 

admiration  of  the  whole  world— the  pH<ia 

of  Britain<-^he  envy  of  Europe ;  upon  thts 

;  slender  evidence— upon   such  odious  io- 

j  sinuations—(  turning  to  Sir  W.  Meredith) 

upon  such  contemptible  motives  are  ftt  t» 

I  raise  an  envious  hand  against  those  laurel 

which  flourish  on  the  brows  of  men  vha 

have  done  so  much  ?     To  whom  doe«  the 

Company  owe  this  vast  empire  ?    To  the 

bravery,  conduct,  and  unparalleled  actiritf 

of  men  whom  you  would  now  plander  is 

:  your  turn,   The'bm.  gentleman  askawhtfra 

'  such  oppressions  and  tyranny  are  to  ba 

!  found  as  we  have  practised  in  Bea(||sl  ?  1 

I  will  tell  him ;  in  the  democi»tical  lyranoy 

I  of  an  Athenian  mob,   envious  w  ^*^Jf 

grtetand  noble  name,  taking  off  one  for 

his  wealth,  banishing  another  for  his  t»* 

mily,  and  a  third  for  hk fiime.    lii»via 

detestable  spirit  which   occasioned  w 

tyraanv,  ana  wa  are  now  foUowiogtht 

example.    Have  we  a  greater  atsaean** 

or  geaeral  diaa  Joho,  duke  of  Bfsrlbo- 

rough?  but  will  any  one  ass^  that  b# 

geeat  wealth  was  all  acauieed  upoa  die  di* 

lect  line  of  morality?    Withasmucbrt^ 
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von  might  yoo  tax  his  representativeg  to 
vefund  his  ill-acquired  possessions. 

But,  Sir,  the  present  motions  are*  nuga- 
tory and   ridiculousk    The  first  part  is^ 
*'  that  all  acquisitions- made  under  the  in- 
fluence of  a  military  force»  or  by  treaty 
with  foreign  princes,  do  of  right  belong  to 
the  state."     To  what  time  does  this  go  ? 
To  what  period  ?     At  what  place  i  and  in 
what  quarter  jo£  the  world  ?     It  goes  to 
the  acquisitions  made  at  the  Manulas,  at 
the    Havannah:    how  indefinite!     And 
then    *^ belong  to  the  state!"    What  is 
the  state  ?     The  hon.  gentleman  says  that 
he  does  not  decide  what  the  state  is ;  he 
leaves  it  for  future  discussion:  but,  Sir, 
what  does  this  mean?     It  is  impossible 
-^ou  should  vote  it ;  because  it  decides  the 
right  of  the  crown  to  the  territorial  posses* 
■ions,  which  you  have  already  put  off  for 
six.  years,  if  you  say  the  state;  or  if  you 
say,  the  Company  b  the  state.     [This  he 
illustrated  by  a  humourous  instance  from 
the   Jesuits,    Jansenists,  and    MolinistSi 
which  sat  the  House  in  a  laugh.]     But, 
$ir,  this  motion  gives  to  the  state  acqui- 
sitions,  which  beyond  all  doubt  do  of  right 
belong  to  the  individual ;  for  it  makes  no 
distinction,  the  words  **  under  the  influ- 
ence''  is  so  unlimited. 

Then,  Sir,  the  next,  resolution  says, 
that  "  acquisitions  so  made  are  illegal.'^ 
This  means  nothing  more,  than  that  the 
possession  of  anotner  man*8  property  is 
lUegal.  Did  we  want  a  committee  to  tell 
us  this  i  '  If  one  man  has  the  property  be- 
'  longing  to  another,  it  is  illegal ;  and  that 
other  person  should  apply  not  to  narlia* 
roent,  but  to  the  courts.  •  We  are  lurther 
told  of  retribution  of  these  possessions, 
which  certainly  ought  to  be  to  the  persons 
injured,  and  not  the  state :  but,  Sir,  the 
whole  is  a  hodge-podge  of  contradiction 
and  confusiouy  and  too  undefined  and  un- 
limited 1o  be  possible  to  pass^his  House; 
it  reverses  your  former  resolutions ;  it  is 
founded  on  enw,  and  illiberal  principles ; 
it  is  narrow,  pointed  at  individuals;  and 
neglects  future  reformation,  which  ought 
to  he  the  only  object;  and  above  all,  there 
is  an  indecision,  and  want  of  evidence  in 
your  reports  that  must  render  every  thing 
you  do  arbitrary  and  illegal. 

Mr.  Dyson  next  spoke  wifh  great  good 
sens^ ;  he  touched  upoA  some  parts  of  lord 
Clive's  vindication  upon  a  former  occasion 
with  delicacy^  yet  with  much  satire:  he  re- 
commended to  the  House  the  perusal  of 
Frasier's  History  of  Nadir  Shaw,  whose 
moderation  seemed,  he  said^  very  similar 
[VOL.  JVIL] 


to  that  of  lord  Clive's ;  for  Nadir,  when  at 
Delhi,  only  seized  upon  the  treasury,  and 
let  the  inhabitants  remain  tax  free.  He 
concluded  by  saying,  that  he  thought  the 
terms  of  the  hon.  mover  might  be  more 
technically  worded ;  but  that,  sooner  than 
lose  sight  of  the  object  at  which  the  re* 
solutions  aimed,  he  would  give  his  vote' 
for  receiving  them  in  the  very  terms  they 
were  couched. 

Lord  Clive  arose  upon  this ;  but  Mr# ' 
Ongley  getting  up  at  the  same  time,  there 
was  a  confusion  in  the  House  before  it 
was  settled  who  should  speak  first.  The 
Speaker  being  appealed  to>  he  said  Mr. 
Ongley  was  up  first;  but  as  the  noble  lord 
was  in  so  peculiar  a  situation,  he  certainly 
was  to  be  mdulged. 

Mr.  Ongley  said  the  noble  tofd  was  a 
long  speecm-maker,  and  perhaps  the  House 
might  have  another  speech  of  two  hours 
and  twenty  minutes. 

Lord  Clive.  Sir,  I  shall  trouble  thtf 
House  nbt  five  minutes.  If  the  record  of 
my  services  at  the  India  house-^if  the  de- 
fence I  have  twice  made  in  this  House— <» 
and  if  the  approbation  I  have  already 
met  with,  is  not  an  answer  to  this  attack, 
I  most  certainly  can  make  none*  But, 
Sir,  let  me  answer  to  one  circumstance, 
the  twenty  lacks  of  rupees  to  tlie  select 
committee.  I  must  say  that  I  always  dis- 
approved of  that  business,  and  my  letters 
of  that  time  are  in  being  to  shew  it.  But, 
Sir^  the  assertion  that  we  divided  it  in  the 
manner  stated  by  the  hon.  gentleman,  is 
an  absolute  falsehood,  as  can  be  proved 
clearly  enoush.  Another  gentleman  (sir 
W.  Meredith),  asserted  that  Surajah  Dow- 
lah,  after  the  Black-Hole  afiair,  received 
and  caressed  the  remainder  that  escaped 
with  life.  Sir,  so  far  is  this  from  being 
true,  that  he  demanded  money  from  them, 
loaded  them  with  irons,  and  sent  tlieni 
away. 

Mr.  ConvmfX  said,  that  the  ouestioft 
before  them  seemed  to  be,  whether  any 
person,  invested  with  the  public  authority 
of  the  state,  had  a  right,  under  that  au- 
thority, to  acouire  emoluments  to  himself? 
This  he  so  clearly  conceived  to  be  con- 
trary to  every  principle  of  policy  and  good 
government,  that  he  shoula  ever  maintain 
the  negative* 

Lord  North  was  also  of  this  opinion, 
and  coincided  with  Mr.  Dyson,  that,  if 
the  resolutions  could  not  be  Couched  iii 
more  technical  terms,  he  would,  as  a 
member  of  parliament,  gird  hig  vote  fof 
the(n  as  they  were* 
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Mr.  Vane  said,  that  erery  Mng  nrhicb 
passed,  served  to  convince  bim,  that 
wealthy  by  whatever  means  procured,  was 
the  object  the  Company's  servants  aimed 
at  acquiring.  To  obtain  this  he,  for  his 
part,  believed  they  would  set  up  and  de- 
pose ten  nabobs  in  an  hour. 

Mr.  Ongley  spoke  to  the  same  effect. 
Lord  G.  Germain  spoke  for  the  resolutions. 
^  Col.  BarrSp  with  great  humour,  entered 
into  the  history  of  presents.    When  taken, 
hesaid,  witliout  consent,  thevwereplunder; 
when  taken  wi^  consent  tney  were  gifts, 
snd  when  taken  by  connivance,  they  be- 
eanoe  iphnd  trade.    The  colonel  told  a  &- 
cetious  story :  he  said,  that  there  was  a  go- 
vernor of  Gibraltar,  who,  together  with  his 
secretary,  knew  how  to  accept  presents ; 
diat  a  body  of  Jews  came^  as  was  custo- 
mary, to  make  their  annual  donations; 
but,  bringing  only  1,000  shekin^^  the  go> 
vernor  declared,  that  the  Jews  ^ould  not 
have  audience,  as  they  were  sprung  from 
ancestors  who  crucified  our  Lord  and  Sa- 
viour Jesus  Christ.    The  Jews  went  back 
disconsolate,  find  brought  2,000  shekios: 
they  were  admitted,    and  the  governor 
nid,  <<  Poor  men,  they  had  no  hand  in 
the  crucifixion!'*    The  colonel  made  a 
home  attack  upon  lord  >7orth;  he  said, 
that  the   resolutions  should  have  been 
moved  for  by  the  minister ;  but  be  won- 
dered not  at  bb  being  rehictant  to  make 
examples^    The  precedent  was  a  bad  one, 
and  might  be  hereafter  auoted  against  his 
lordship.     He  urged,  oowever,  the  ne- 
cessity of  an  example,  without  which  aU 
the  flimsy  regulations  would  prove  inef* 
fectual.    He  called  upon  the  minister  to 
know  wheki  the  business  glanced  at  In  the 
resolutions  was  to  be  brought  on ;  he  con* 
jured  him  not  to  drop  or  postpone  it  by 
unnecessary  delays    If,  says  he,  it  Is  de- 
layed, I  will  tell  you  what  will  be  the  con<< 
sequence :  after  the  expiration  of  this  par* 
liament,  numbers  of  the  gentlemen,  who 
have  enriched  themselves  by  presents,  will 
purchase  seats  in  the  House:  there  will 
be  no  voting  for  a  land-tax,  a  mottut  will 
be  established  in  its  stead.     You  will  have 
no    occasion   for  calHne  together  your 
English  troops  I  you  will  carry  all  before 
you  with  an  arm^  of  senoys* 

Lord  North  said,  he  Knew  no  right  any 
gentleman  had  to  call  upon  him  as  nu- 
nister.  He  sat  in  that'  House  as  a  member 
of  parliament,  in  which  light  only,  during 
the  course  of  the  East-India  business,  he 
desired  to  be  considered.  He  said  he 
would  answer  the  hon.  gentlemaa  any 


({uestions  in  his  power.  [Here  col.  Barr§ 
interrupting  hhn,  said  *  only  the  last,' 
meaning  that  relative  to  t^  day  when  the 
business  aHuded  to  in  the  resohtioBi  should 
come  on.}  Lord  North  repUed,  I  wiH 
even  answer  the  gentleman  this  Isst  qnes- 
don.  I  will  say  the  business  AsH  cone 
on  as  soon  as  possible,  and  an  exmnple 
sfiail  be  made  when  justice  rmnirei  it.  I 
sit  here  as  a  judge,  and  I  will  judge  as  I 
hope  to  be  judged :  it  is  most  esrnestlj 
my  wish  that  every  gentlemsn  in  ths 
Mi>u8e  should  do  the  same.  If  I  have  the 
honour  .of  bearing  an  ofBce  under  the 
crown,  it  follows  not  that  I  shoold  pros- 
titute my  principles.  I  never  han,  I 
never  will  so  act  myself:  I  never  hsTC,  1 
never  will  use  any  art,  any  undue  is* 
fiuence,  to  induce  others  so  to  act 

Air,  Attorney  Genend  TiurUm: 

Sir ;  I  cannot  accede  to  the  pro* 
ctples  laid  down  with  so  much  ingenuity 
by  my  hon.  and  learned  friend  (the  Sob- 
cttor  General.  \    The  great  stress  that  his 
been  laid  on  tne  necessity  of  actions  pass- 
ing in  revolutions,  which  are  not  soieoi* 
ble  to  the  strict  line  of  morality,  is  rerj 
true  in  general,  but  not  applicable  to  the 
present  case«     I  do  admit.  Sir,  that  the 
motions  before  us  might  have  been  so 
worded  as  to  have  escaped  sone  of  the 
objections  wliieh  have  been  dirown  oot 
against  them :  but.  Sir,  f  et  us  be  en1ai;ged, 
and  liberal  in  our  way  of  thinking ;  let  oi 
look  rather  at  tihe  spirit  of  the  motion-at 
the  ^neral  design  of  it,  more  than  techni- 
cal  inaccuracies.     For,  Sir,  if  ire  reject  I 
these  resolutions  upon  the  foundation  of  | 
the  reasons  we  have  heard,  what  shall  wt  | 
do  but  absolute^  reject  the  means  of  1^ 
ing  down  eflectually  those  reguhttioos  for 
the  future  which  are  admitted  to  be  so 
necessary  i  How  can  we  better  b^  ^ 
work  than  by  resolving  that  the  acquisi- 
tions here  described  are  illegal?  Andhotf 
unjust,  nugatory,  and  ridicnloas  iroald  a 
be  to  come  to  such  a  determination,  vitb* 
out  taking  a  retrospect  viei*',  and  cnforc* 
ing  future  reguhtions  by  present  vigoufi 
by  present  justice.    Revolutions  are  not 
brought  about  without  some  ill  K^on^ 
and  sudden  fortunes — we  admit  it,  ^ 
certainly  the  honour  and  justice  of  ths 
House  win  never  carry  these  resolotiotf 
of  retribution  which  is  to  follow  these  re- 
volutions into  execution  against  men  wW 
in  both  or  either  of  those  lines  hare  doni 
no  more  than  what  might  be  ff^^V^c 
pectedi  from  the  situaiion  and  state  0^  *^' 
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fairs:  e^mmjwwHy,  na  mas  whoM  ac- 
tions have  beaa  toieraUj  well  fouadad 
nead  have  aay  thiag  to  fear,  aod  as  to 
those  whose  actions  have  not  baea  so  well 
founded,  surel;^  no  member  of  this  House 
will  rise  ia  tlieir  defence. 

The  evils  coaplained  of  sre  in  a  line 
different  from  what  mj  hon«  and  learned 
friend  has  adverted  to.  I  do  admit,  that 
the  heat  and  hurry  of  comiiiest — in  Uie 
midst  of  rapid  actions-^in  the  raoBBeat  of 
revdutioB-^that  these  are  net  the  times 
that  shoald  be  examined  too  critically  by 
the  rules  of  sdiool  phiioaopby,  and  the 
morality  of  the  closet :  but,  Sir,  the  evils 
are  of  another  complexion;  co(4,  deli- 
berate transactiims,  treaties,  negociations, 
wars  or  no.  wars— -the  event  the  same  in 
all— oaf  geaend  scene  of  rapine  and  plmi- 
d^:  nsb^  dethroned — ^nabobs  elected— 
treatiea  made  with  these  children  of 
Mwer— these  ephemera  of  a  moment— not 
for  the  advantage  of  the  Compaay,  but 
for  private  profit.  Did  John  dmse  of 
Marlborough  make  treaties  with  foreign 
powers,  stipulatiag  tbat  himself,  prince 
Eugene,  and  the  Grand  Pensionary, 
should  be  paid  so  and  so^  To  what  por« 
pose  produee  eases,  if  they  are  net  cases 
m  pomt  ? 

Sir,  so  far  from  the  evils  having  arisen 
only  from  the  heat  of  revolutions^  the  op- 
pressions under  which  Bengal  has  suffered 
have  been  bb  severe  in  time  of  peace  as  in 
that  oi  wan  Can  this  be  right  ?  And  if 
wroi^,  why  not  enquire  into  it  I  And  whv 
ea<|uire  into  it,  if,  when  your  enquiry  is 
finished,  it  is  to  produee  nothing^  No 
oaode  of  conduct  can  be  so  weak  as  thai 
which  only  points  out  crimes^  but  takes  no 
measure  to  punish  them. 

Sir,  I  am  nuich  surprized  that  the  rese* 
lotions  before  us  can  meet  with  aay  oppo- 
sition; they  declare  nothing  that  can  be 
i^easive  upon  any  moderate  or  legal  prin- 
ciples :  for  can  anv  ikm  doubt,  but  that 
ncouisitions  made  by  arms,  or  treaty,  by 
iDOividQals,  are  ill^d  ?  The  soldier  is  to 
receive  his  pay»  and  the  rewards  whiefa  his 
employers  confer  upon  him ;  he  is  not,  bv 
Che  influence  of  hia  power,  to  seise  wes^lth 
to  himsdf ;  nw  id  tlie  statesman  to  think 
of  lus  own  interest  in  his  treaties.  How 
can  gentlemen  hesitate  to  give  their  assent 
to  such  plain  and  self-evident  preposi- 
tions i  And  if,  coatrary  to  sadi  plain 
prindples,  individuals  have  outrs^geously 
ofiended^  who  can  doubt  of  the  necessitjF 
nf  passing  resdutiona  which  lead  to  ratn* 
buttoii;  And  whn can  therafoffe  auppoaa. 


that  all  who  think  thus  moderately  and 
coolly  must  be  envious  of  the  great  for- 
tunes so  quickly  made  i 

We  have  been  told,  that  never  revolu- 
tion, never  conauest,  has  been  made  with 
so  few  bad  actions,  or  so  few  ill  conse- 
ouences.  I  cannot  admit  this,  if  taken  in 
tne  only  light  we  ought  to  view  it  in ;  for 
I  am  of  opinion  no  country  ever  con- 
queredy  felt  more  heavily  the  wei^t  of 
conquest.  And  let  me  ask  any  nsan,  to 
what,  but  the  rapacity  of  the  Company's 
servants,  is  it  owing,  that  Bengal,  under 
its  own  government  so  flourishing,  should, 
under  oars,  be  brought  to  the  brink  of 
ruin  ?  Let  gentlemen  look  to  this  great 
contrast  ;— let  them  consider  this,  and  re* 
fleet  within  themselves,  whether  it  is  not 
highly  necessary  that  something  retro- 
spective should  be  done  ?  When  we  are 
told  of  the  depopulation  of  that  country 
from  plague,  pestilence,  and  famine,  and 
owing  to  those  oppressions  cou^lained  of; 
wheii  men  have  gone  over,  and  without 
the  merit  of  great  actions^  or  even  mode- 
rate abilities,  have  come  quickl]^  home 
loaded  with  the  spoils  of  tnat  miserable 
country ;  when  by  such  jpractices  the  very 
being  and  possession  or  those  territories 
have  been  endangered,  shall  we  be  told, 
that  such  events  are  the  necessary  conse- 
auences  of  revolutions  and  wars,  and  that 
the  actors  ought  to  be  held  harmless  ?  I 
am  no  enemy  to  particulars ;  I  am  per- 
fectly free  from  envy  at  their  great  for- 
tunes ;  but  I  am  a  friend  to  regulations  in 
future ;  and  therefore,  to  make  them  ef- 
fectual, I  am  for  the  resolutions  before  us. 

General  BurgwjfiUp  in  answer  to  a  part 
of  the  Solicitor  General's  speech,  which 
related  to  the  caution  necessary  to  be  ob* 
served  by  those  who  cast  the  first  stone, 
said,  that  he  defied  the  malice  of  the  insi- 
nuation ;  that  if  his  private  life  was  sub- 
mitted to  the  severest  scrutiny,  it  would 
be  found  full  of  follies,  inconsistencies,  and . 
alisiirdtties ;  but  that,  as  to  any  criminality 
which  could  affect  the  honour  of  a  gentle- 
man, his  heart  told  him  his  character  was 
free  from  such  a  taint. 

The  two  first  Besolutioas  passed  with** 
out  a  division. 

The  Soikitor  General  was  desirous  of 
pbs^onkig  ^e  Aird  Resolution.  He 
smd  it  was  resolving  that  to  be  lact,  which 
every  member  in  the  House  could  not 
know  to  be  such* 

The  Attorney  General  mked  the  Housi^ 
whether  any  member  could  lav  his  hand 
upon   his  heart,  and   seriously  aay   he 
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doubted  the  truth  of  the  propoBition, 
**  that  very  great  sums  of  money  and  other 
valuable  property  had  been  acquired  from 
princes  in  India."' 

This  Resolution  being  put^  was  also 
carried  in  the  affirmative. 

Then  a  motion  was  made,  That  the 
further  consideration  of  the  said  Reports 
be  adjourned  till  this  day  se'ennight ;  to 
which,  an  amendment  was  proposed  to 
be  made,  by  leaving  out  ,the  words  *'  this 
day  sevennight,"  and  inserting  **  upon 
Friday  next"  instead  thereof.    And  the 

Suestion  being  put,  that  the  words  **  this 
ay  sevennight"  stand  part  of  the  ques- 
tion ;  the  House  divided.  The  Yeas  went 
forth. 

Tellers. 

So  it  passed  in  the  negative.  And  the 
question  being  put,  That  the  words  **  Fri- 
day next,"  be  inserted  instead  thereof;  it 
was  resolved  in  the  affirmative.f 

May  19.  The  ordef  of  the  day  being 
read  for  the  House  to  take  into  further 
consideration  the  reports  of  the  select 
and  secret  committees  appointed  to  en- 
quire into  the 'Affairs  of  the  East  India 
Company, 


*  *<  It  has  sometimes  happened,  that  a  divj. 
siou  has  been  demanded,  and  it  bas  been  found, 
that  there  is  but  one  member  on  one  side  of  the 
question,  and  consequently  not  enough  to  ap- 
point two  Tellers.  In  this  case  the  difision 
caonot  go  on,  but  the  Speaker  declares  on  the 
other  side.  If  there  are  two  Tellers,  the  divi- 
sion must  go  on,  and  be  reported,  though  on 
one  side  the  return  of  the  members  should  be 
non^:'    Hatsell. 

t  Mr.  Gibbon  to  Mr.  Holroyd,  Boodles, 
May  11,  1773.  <•  TlW  House  of  Commons 
pat  late  last  night.  Burgoyne  made  some 
spirited  motions ;  *  Tliat  the  territorial  acquisi* 

<  tions  in  India  belonged  to  the  state'  (that  was 
the  word);  « that  grants  to  the  servants  of  the 

<  Company  (such  as  jaghires)  were  Illegal ; 
*  and  that  there  would  be  no  true  repentance 

<  without  restitution.'  Wedderbom  defended 
the  nabobs  with  great  eloqueooe,  but  little  ar- 
gameot.  The  iiiotioiia  were  carried  without  a 
oivisioo;  and  the  hounds  go  out  again  next 
Friday.  They  are  in  high  spirits ;  but  the 
more  sagacious  ones  hare  no  idea  they  shall 
Icill.  Lord  North  sjioke  for  the  enquiry,  but 
faintly  and  reluctantly."  Gibbon'a  lliscdla- 
»WWf  Works,  vol,  1,  p.  4^9. 


Generdl  Burgoyne  opened  the  busmen, 
by  entering  into  a  mmute  delaO  of  the 
most  material  particulars  contained  ia  the 
reports  of  the  select  committee:  he  touch- 
ed upon  the  revolution  and  deposition  of 
Surajah  Dowlah ;  he  went  accurately  into 
the  transaction  relative  to  the  betle  not, 
and  other  monopolies ;  he  enlarged  upon 
the  evils  occasioned  by  thoae  monopolies, 
and  very  minutely  stated  the  immense 
sums  the  Company's  servants  had  reoeiTed 
by  presents,  and  extorted  by  taxations. 
The  general  further  stated  the  condition 
in  which  the  Indian  princes  were,  when 
they  made  such  presents  to  the  Companj*! 
servants.  He  said,  that  in  his  estimation, 
a  present  implied  a  free^  a  volontsiy 
gift,  offered  out  of  gratitude  as  a  compen* 
sation  for  services  received ;  but  the  emo- 
luments the  Company's  servants  had  reap- 
edy  did  not  by  any  means  quadrate  with 
this  idea.  The  princes  of  Asia  were  fint 
conquered,  and,  when  reduced  to  a  state 
of  subjection,  thej  w^re  given  to  ooder* 
stand,  that  nothmg^  but  larj^e  donations 
could  satisfy  the  desires  of  their  avaridoui 
conquerors,  whose  rapacity  always  ex 
ceeded  their  success,  and  whose  mercy  rt 
was  in  vain  to  plead  for,  unless  the  soitor 
prefaced  his  solicitation  by  severallacb 
of  rupees.  In  short,  the  general  coatend- 
ed,  that  the  presents  made  by  the  sevenl 
princes  of  the  country,  were  not  free-vOl 
offerings  mot  elemosinary  gifts,  but  dis- 
tributed as  so  many  purchases  of  favour, 
and  always  understood  to  be  recehredtf 
such.  To  call  them  presents  therefore, 
was  to  call  them  by  an  imprener  tenn; 
for  considering  the  condition  or  the  par* 
ties  at  the  time  they  were  made,  mj 
could  be  deemed  little  else  than  bribei; 
but  allowing  them  to  be  presents  even  in 
the  most  favourable  sense  of  the  word,  is 
the^  were  made  under  the  influence  of  a 
military  force,  or  by  the  means  of  certain 
treaties  with  for^gn  princes,  theHoose 
had  determined  upon '  their  illegality ;  and 
he  was  so  well  convinced  of  the  propriety 
of  that  determination,  that  he  proposed  to 
regulate  his  motions  accordingly.  1^ 
genera],  in  the  course  of  his  speech,  pointed 
more  particularly  at  lord  Clive,  who,  as  he 
said,  it  appeared  by  the  report,  illegsOy 
received  most  enormous  sums  in  presents: 
the  general  therefore  concluded  by  say* 
ing,  that  he  intended  to  propose  a  Resola- 
tion  to  the  following  purport :  •«  That  the 
right  hen.  Robert  lord  Clive,  bsron  of 
Plassey,  in  the  kingdom  of  Irelaod,  » 
consequence  of  the  powers  vested  io  m 
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in  India,  had  jllegtdly  acquired  the  sum  of 
£34<,OOa/.  to  the  dishonour  aod  detriment 
of  the  state." 

Sir  W.  Meredith  spoke  next,  and  agreed 
in  every  tittle  with  the  hon.  general ;  he 
coqpluded  by  saying,  that  he  had  hitherto 
and  should  continue  to  second  and  sup- 
port, against  any  power  under  heaven,  any 
mode  of  proceeding  or  purport  of  resolu- 
tion which  he  coiSd  justify  in  his  con- 
science, as  having  national  justice  for  its 
aim,  and  which  his  honour  would  applaud 
as  proceeding  from  principles  of  rectitude. 

Mr.  Solicitor  Greneral  JVedderbum  next 
rose,  and  spoke  at  considerable  length  in 
£ivour  of  lord  Clive.  With  respect  topre- 
sents  he  argued,  that  there  were  some,  in- 
deed many  sitoations,  wherein  the  receipt 
of  presents  was  justifiable  upon  every 
principle  of  disinterested  int^rity.  He 
asserted,  that  they  were  received  under 
circumstances  that  rendered  a  receipt  of 
ifaem  perfectly  justifiable.  He  largely  ex- 
patiated upon  the  obligations  the  nation 
owed  to  lord  dive :  he  said,  that  for  par- 
liament to  accuse  a  man  of  any  species  of 
delinquency  upon  the  report  made  by  a 
conmittee,  ^vas  to  accuse  him  without 
competent  evidence.  He  urged  many  ar- 
tpmeatB  in  favour  of  this  position,  and  par- 
ticolarly  referred  to  the  grounds  upon 
whidi  the  select  and  secret  committees 
vere  instituted:  they  were,  he  said,  to 
examine  and  •inquire  into  the  state  of  the 
&ttt  India  C«>mpaDy's  affairs ;  but  behold 
tbey  had  stumbled  upon  certain  delin- 
mncies  committed  by  certain  supposed 
^delinquents,  whom  they  were  now  invi- 
diously propiMing  to  have  punished. 

Sir  Richard  Sutton  said,  that  he  had 
Wn  appointed  one  of  the  committee,  that 
kwas  true  he  amongst  the  rest  had  put 
^HMne  questions  to  the  gentlemen  exa- 
nined,  but  that  for  hispart  he  did  it  with 
s  des^  of  ttcquiring  a  more  accurate  in- 
tight  into  the  Company's  affiiirs,  but  never 
dreamt  that  the  evidence  then  given  would 
he  hereaf^r  produced  in  proof  of  any 
iteli  criminality ;  a  proceeding  which  he 
^  no  means  approved.  He  concluded  by 
doubting  the  competency  of  the  evidence ; 
^  declared  that  the  latter  part  of  the 
Report  of  the  select  oommittee  was  not 
true. 

Mr.  Rigby  spoke  widi  the  warmth  of  a 
>»n  of  fed^,  and  Mr.  Ongley  with  the 
^nnth  of  a  man  of  honesty,  i^ainstthe 
■leged  delinquents.  Mr.  Cornwall  stre- 
U^wly.  contended  for  the  competency  of 
wmienoe  ffjiorted  by  the  jelcct  com- 


mittee. Mr.  Mackworth,  Mr.  Gray^  Mr» 
Charles  Fox,  and  Mr.  Jenkinson,  declaim- 
ed  with  vehemenoe.  The  debate  turning 
upon  a  point  of  order,  Mr.  Dyson  laboured 
hard  to  clear  up  the  doubts  the  House  had 
entertained  respecting  the  regularity  of  ad- 
mitting the  reports  from  their  own  mem* 
hers  in  evidence  against  a  party  accused* 
Mr.  Welbore  Ellis  spoke  to  order. 

Lord  Clive  rose  and  said ; 

Sir;  after  rendering  my  country 
the  services  which  I  think  I  may,  without 
any  degree  of  vanity,  claim  the  merit  of; 
and  after  having  nearly  exhausted  a  life 
full  of  employment  for  the  public  welfare^ 
and  for  the  particular  and  advantageous 
emolument  of  the  £ast  India  Company,  I 
little  thought  transactions  of  this  kind 
would  have  agitated  the  minds  of  my 
countrymen  in  such  proceedings  as  these> 
tending  to  deprive  me  not  only  of  my  pro* 
perty,  and  the  fortune  which  I  have  niirly 
acquired,  but  of  that  which  I  hold  more 
dear  to  me — my  honour  and  ray  reputa- 
tion. The  House  will  not  think  me,  I 
hope,  fraught  with  any  degree  of  vanity 
when  I  repeat  again  that  I  have  done  ser- 
vices to  my  country. 

I  must  now  beg  leave  to  say  a  few  word* 
relative  to  the  presents  which  I  am  cliarged 
with  receiving  unwarrantably.  I  must 
beg  leave  to  observe  to  the  House,  that 
presents  wer^  allowed  and  received  from 
the  earliest  time  of  the  direction.  They 
have  continued  to  be  received  uninter- 
ruptedly for  the  space  of  150  years ;  and 
men,  Sir,  who  have  sat  in  the  direction 
themselves^  have  at  several  times  received 
presents.  This  the  direction  must  know ; 
but  I  am  firmly  of  opinion,  that  in  honour- 
able cases,  presents  are  not  improper  to 
be  received ;  but  when  for  dishonourable 
puiposes,  then.  Sir,  I  hold  them  to  be 
liiffhly  improper.  In  the  early  part  of  my 
life,  my  labours  were  without  emolument 
or  laurels,  and  I  hope  the  House  cannot 
think  but  that  I  ougnt  to  be  rewarded  for 
my  services  to  my  country  in  the  latter 
part  of  it.  When  I  was  employed  by  die 
Company,  their  affairs  abroad  were  in  a 
condition  much  to  be  lamepted.  Misfor- 
tunes attended  them  in  every  part  of  their 
settlements,  and  the  nabobs  lowed  with. a 
jealous  eye  upon  the  small  privileges  and 
possessions .  the^  then  enjoyed;  and, 
though  small,  m  danger  every  day  of 
being  wrested  from  them.  Fear  and  wealo* 
ness  of  power  eought  for  protectionr  firooa 
the  daogens  that  •afrottiide4  tbvm^    Im 
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this  crilicid  aitmaioQ  I  was  criled  fbrlb» 
and  it  pleased  6f>d  to  make  me  the  instra* 
neiit  of  their  delivery.  In  the  Tarious 
battles  and  attacks  in  which  I  was  em- 
ployedy  1  had  the  good  fortune  to  succeed ; 
nor  were  auch  schemes  or  undertakings 
entered  upon  without  the  previous  provo* 
eation  of  the  country  powers.  The  trea- 
chery of  Sura^  Dowlah  was  for  ever  in 
our  eye,  and  his  perfidy  was  never  at  rest ; 
nor  aid  we  attack  Chandernagore  till  the 
lieaty  on  his  behalf  Was  first  violated. 

After  these  conquests^  Sir,  and  acqui- 
aitioos  gained  for  the  Company,  I  re- 
turned home.  They  approved  in  the 
btgbest  degree  of  what  I  nad  done ;  and, 
as  a  token  of  their  approbation,  they  pre* 
iented  me  with  a  rich  swoid  set  with 
diamonds.  This,  certainly,  Sir,  was  no 
mark  of  their  opmion  that  I  had  either 
violated  treaties,  or  disobeyed  their 
orders.  Nor  did  their  commendation  and 
good  opinion  of  my  services  terminate 
Sere.  As  soon  as  troubles  broke  out  in 
that  country,  and  when  the  news  of  the 
terrible  disaster  of  the  taking  of  Calcutta 
{rem  us  arrived  to  the  ear  of  the  Com- 
pany, they  immediately  sent  to  roe,  and 
reauested  that  I  would  go  once  more  to 
India,  to  protect 'and  secure  their  pos- 
ee8sions;r---that  my  psesenee  alone  would 
effect  it ;  and  they  should  rest  secured, 
through  the  good  opinion  they  had  of  nse, 
that  success  would  acoomp^my  me,  and 
that  I  should  be  the  means  of  putting 
their  tAtn  again  in  a  prosperous  sitna- 
ation.  I  did  not  hesitate  a  moment  to  ac- 
cept the  oSrr.  1  went  abroad,  resolving 
not  to  benefit  myaeif  one  i^gie  shilling 
at  my  return ;  and  I  strictly  and  r^gi- 
ouidy  adhered  to  it.  When  I  arrived 
therc^  I  subdued  Aasria,  a  very  power&i 
praace«  I  re>took  Calcutta  with  aa  incoD- 
aiderable  army.  &ra|ah  Dowlah  bad  at 
an  times  betrayed  a  disposition  to  break 
the  treaty ;  and  when  an  army  was  sent 
ander  the  command  of  M.  Dupr^e,  which 
a^ght  have  ptoiwd  fiital  to  us,  I  do  not 
heakate  to  say,  that  we  bribed  the  ge- 
neral of  that  army^  wisa  immediately 
wrote  to  the  mbob  to  fet  him  kaow^  the 
Bngitsb  were  invmciUe ;  and,  upon  a  se- 
cond request  from  the  nabob  to  M.  Dn- 
prie,  that  be  would  amreh  with  hb  army, 
and  destroy  the  Banish,  bk  aoswer  was 
ootfahed  in  the  same  terms.  He  said, 
that  he  ^waysfimnd  the  Eagbsh  invin- 
cihle^  and  it  would  bare  been  lbe;bei^  of 
impriwttace  to  bazatd  aa  attack.  By 
Kich  aMees,  end  by  tbia 


succeeded.  We  soon  discovered,  tbt  the 
nabob  Surajah  Powlab  was  ao  tarinilem 
and  restless,  that  he  only  waited  for  the 
departure  of  the  fleet  to 'ejUennoMte  the 
English.  But,  as  treacherous  men  are  too 
apt  to  hare  ruen  of  the  same  csst  and  dii* 
position  about  them,  the  nabob  wai  not 
wanting  of  such  companions.  OBUchuad, 
his  confidential  servant,  as  he  thought, 
told  lus  master  of  an  agreement  made  Ik- 
tween  the  English  and  M.  Duprle  to 
attack  him^  and  received  for  that  advice 
a  sum  (rf*  not  less  than  four  kcka  of  ropeo. 
Fiadiog  this  to  be  the  man  in  whom  the 
nabob  entirely  trusted^  it  soon  becane 
our  object  to  consider  him  as  amoit  na* 
terial  engine  in  the  intended  revoluuoa. 
We  theri^Nre  made  such  aa  agreement  a 
was  necessary  for  the  purpose,  aod  a- 
tered  into  a  treaty  with  him  to  aatitfy  bit 
demands.  When  all  thioga  were  pre- 
pared, and  the  evening  of  Uie  event  v« 
appointed,  Omichund  informed  Mr.Watti, 
who  was  at  the  coort  of  the  nabob,  tha 
he  insisted  upon  thirty  lacks  of  nipecs, 
and  five  per  cent  upon  all  the  treastfc 
that  should  be  found;  that,  uoleaa  tfa« 
was  immediately  comf^iied  with,  be  would 
disdose  the  whole  to  the  nabob ;  andthit 
Mr.  Watu»  Bad  the  two  other  la%^ 
gentlemen  then  at  the  court,  ahouU  be 
cut  off  before  the  morning.  Mt,  Vfatt% 
immediately    on   this    informatioo,  ^ 

rttched  an  express  to  me  at  the  oottui 
did  not  hesitate  to  find  out  a  stratag^a 
to  save  the  lives  of  these  people,  «« 
secure  success  te  the  inteiaded  eveat* 
For  this  purpose  we  signed  another  treiQ' 
The  one  was  called  the  red,  the  etber  ibe 
white  treaty.  This  treaty  was  signed  bj 
every  oae,  except  admiral  Watsea ;  aad  > 
shoidd  have  considered  myself  suiciea^r 
authorised  to  put  bis  name  to  it,  by  t" 
conversation  I  bad  with  Una.  As  to  tht 
person  who  signed  admira!  Watias* 
to  the  treaty,  whether  he  did  it  n 


hia 


or  not,  I 


W' 


thial  know,  that  he  thought  he  badsoC- 
cieat  authority  Sot  so  doing.  This  tres^ 
was  immediately  sent  te  Omichand,  vw 
did  not  suspect  the  stratagem.  Tbeevej 
took  phme^  andsuccesaatteadedit;  «■ 
the  Mouse,  I  am  fuH^  permisded,  «*> 
agree  with  me,  that,  when  the  very  exat* 
ence  of  the  Cempaay  was  at  itt^>  ff 
dbe  Uvea,  of  tfaeae  people  so  precsiioitfl 
ailaated,  and  so  certam  eCbeiiv  destm^ 
it  was  a  matter  of  tme  paBoy  and  « 
josttee  to  deceive'  so  greataviUaiB.  I  btf^ 
m  tay  band,  Sir,  a  letter  a«aedbysd0S« 
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Watflon,   Messrs.  Mannioghara,    Watts, 
te  which,  I  apprehend,  will  carry  ad- 
mini  Watson's  thorough  approbation  of 
the  proceedings  of  the  revolution,    and 
the  means  by  which  it  was  obtained.  [His 
lordship  then  read  the  letter,  which^  con- 
Teved  admiral  Watson's  full  approbation.^ 
Now,  Sir,  great  as  my  fortune  is  (and 
'   which  bears  no  proportion  to  what  I  might 
'   have  made),  yet,  to  shew  that  I  did  not 
harass,  or  lay  under  contribution,  those 
whom  I  have    conquered   for    my  own 
emolument)  I  can  tell  this  House,  that 
neither  I  nor  any  one  in  my  army  re- 
ceived a  sixpence  from  the  inhabitants  of 
'  Muxadabad.     My  jaghire   was  not  re- 
ceived till  1759,  though  it  has  been  re- 
'  ported  I  received  it  at  the  revolution  in 
1757. 

I  must  beg  leave  to  mention  another 
circuma..ance  to  this  House  ;  that,  upon 
these  troubles,  the  Dutch  were   encou- 
raged by  the  nabob  to  enter  the  country 
with  seven  ships,  and  a  vast  army.    I  did 
not  hesitate  ai  moment  to  give  them  battle ; 
and  in    twenty-four   hours  I  destroyed 
every  ^ip  they  had,  and  their  whole  armj 
Was  eiuier  killed,  wounded,  or  taken  pri- 
foners.      At  this  time  the    Dutch  had 
most  of  my  money ;  and  in  this  instance, 
I  think,  I  shewed  a  zeal  for  the  honour 
and  interest  of  the  Company  superior  to 
every  other  object  even  of  my  own  con- 
cern.     I  must  now  beg  leave  to  read  in 
the  House  two  letters  from  the  court  of 
directors   to   mvself,  containing  their  ap- 
probation  of   the  revolution  in   Bengal. 
These  letters,  Sir,  came  not  through  the 
common  channel  of  address  to  the  gover- 
nor and  council,  but  were  directed  to  my- 
self.    [[His  lordship  then  read  the  letters, 
which  contained  the  most  full  and  satis- 
factory approbation  of  what  is  termed  in 
one  of  the  letters,  the  late  glorious  and 
profitable  rewolution.1 — These,  Sir,  are 
rurely  sufficient  certificates  of  my  beha- 
riour,  and  of  the  proceedings  of  that  re- 
i^olutton ;  and,  whatever  the  House  may 
Junk  of  them,  will  remain  an  everlasting 
approbation   of  my  conduct  firom  those 
arsons  who   idone  employed   me,    and 
rhose  servant  I  was.    A  late   minister 
lord    Chadiam)    whose   ab&ities   have 
een  an  honour  to  his  country,  and  whom 
bis  House  will  ever  revere,  will,  I  am 
ore,  come  to  your  bar,  and  not  only  tell 
ou  how  highly  he  thought  of  my  services 
t  the  time,  but  also  iniat  his  opinion  is 
ow. 
I  am^  borrerer,  sure,  that  I  shall  have 


justice  done  me  by  the  enquiry  of  those 
men  who  are  likelv  to  be  appointed  to  go 
to  India  to  regulate  the  afiairs  of  that 
country.  Then,  Sir,  may  come  from  that 
part  of  the  world,  a  full  justification  of  my 
conduct.  Here  I  must  beg  leave  to  read 
a  part  of  my  late  speech.*  [Here  his 
londship  read  a  part  of  the  letter  and  of  hia 
speech,  made  on  the  SOth  of  Marcli  1 772, 
stating  the  acquisitions  he  had  obtained  for 
the  Company  and  the  pubhc.j — After 
these  services,  I  thought  at  least  I  might 
have  enjoyed  my  fortune  uninterrupted, 
and  unenvied  bvthose  not  so  rich  as  my- 
self. [Here  his  lordship  then  read  an- 
other letter  from  the  Company,  which 
contained'  in  a  stronger  manner  than  any 
of  the  preceding  ones,  a  full  and  ample 
commendation  and  approbation  of  all  his 
proceeding :  this  letter  was  directed  to 
nis  lordship,  and  dated  the  4th  of  Mardi 
1767.] 

Upon  my  arrival,  Sir,  in  England,  a  se« 
cond  time,  a  committee  of  Che  directors 
waited  upon  me,  to  desire  to  know  when 
I  would  receive  the  congratulations  of  the 
direction.  I  accordingly  waited  upon 
them  at  their  court  in  Leadenhall-street, 
and  the  chairman,  at  a  very  full  court,  ad- 
dressed me  in  the  words  contained  in  this 
letter  (which  his  lordship  read).  These, 
Sir,  were  circumstances  certainly  that 
gave  me  a  fiill  satisfiiction,  and  a  ground 
to  think  that  my  conduct,  in  every  in- 
stance, was  approved  of.  After  such  cer* 
tificates  as  these,  Sir,  am  I  to  be  brought 
here  like  a*  criminal,  and  the  veiy  TOSt 
parts  of  my  conduct  construed  into  crimes 
against  the  state  ?  Is  this  the  reward  that 
is  now  held  out  to  persons  who  have  per* 
formed  such  important  services  to  tneir 
country  ^  If  it  is,  Sir,  the  future  conse- 
quences that  wSl  atteod  the  execution  of 
any  important  trust,  committed  to  the  per- 
sons who  have  the  care  of  it,  will  be  ratal 
indeed ;  and  I  am  sore  die  noble  lord  upon 
the  Treasury  bench,  whose  great  huma- 
nity and  abilities  I  revere,  would  never 
have  consented  to  the  Resolutions  that 
passed  the  other  night,  if  he  had  thought, 
on  the  dreadful  consequences  that  would 
attend  them. 

|Sir,  I  cannot  say  that  I  either  sit  or  rest 
easy  when  I  find  by  the  extensive  Resolu- 
tion proposed,  that  all  I  have  in  the  world 
is  to  be  confiscated,  and  that  no  one  will 
henceforward  take  my  security  for  a  shilling. 
These,  Sir,  are  dreadful  apprehensions  to 


*  See  p.  38S  of  the  present  vohnne. 
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May  21.  The  House  resumed  the  fur* 
ther  consideration  of  the  Reports  relating 
to  the  Afiairs  of  the  East  India  CooDpanji 

General  Burgoyne  said : 


i«main  under,  and  I  cannot  look  upon 
myself  but  as  a  bankrupt :  nothing  my  own, 
and  totally  unable  to  give  any  security, 
while  these  Resolutions  are  pending. 
Such,  Sir,  is  the  situation  I  Bm  in.  I  have 
not  any  thing  lefl  which  I  can  call  my 
own,  except  my  paternal  fortune,  of  500/. 
per  annum,  and  which  has  been  in^  the  fa- 
mily for  ages  past.  But  upon  this  I  am 
content  to  live,  and  perhaps  I  shall  find 
more  real  conCbnt  of  mind  and  happiness 
therein,  tlian  in  the  trembling  affluence  of 
an  unsettled  fortune. 

But,  Sir,  I  must  make  one  more  ob- 
servation, that  if  the  definition  of  the  hon. 
gentleman  (general  Burgoyne)  and  of  this 
House,  is  that  the  state,  as  expressed  .in 
these  Resolutionsj  is,  quo  ad  hoc^  the  Com- 
pany, then,  Sir,  every  farthing  that  I  en- 
joy is  granted  to  me.  But  to  be  called, 
after  sixteen  years  have  elapsed,  to  ac- 
count for  mv  conduct  in  this  manner,  and 
after  an  unmterrupted  enjoynOent  of  my 
property,  to  have  been  questioned  and 
considered  as  obtaining  it  unwarrantably, 
is  hard  indeed ;  and  a  treatment  I  should 
not  think  the  British  senate  capable  of. 
But  if  it  should  be  the  case,  I  have  a  con- 
scious innocence  within  me  that  tells  me 
my  conduct  is  irreproachable.  ^  Frangas 
non  Jlectes*  They  may  take  from  me 
what  I  have,  they  may,  as  they  think, 
make  me  poor,  but  I  will  be  happy.  I 
mean  not  this  as  my  defence,  though  I 
have  done  for  the  present.  My  defence 
will  be  made  at  that  bar,  and  before  I  sit 
down,  I  have  one  request  to  make  to  the 
House,  That  when  they  come  to  decide 
upon  my  honour,  they  will  not  forget  their 
own. 

A  motion  being  made,  that  the  further 
consideration  of  the  said  Reports  be  ad- 
journed till  to-morrow,  an  amendment  was 
proposed  by  leaving  out  "  to-n^orrow,'* 
and  inserting  *^  Friday''  instead  thereof. 
And  the  question  being  put,  that  the  word 
'<  to-morrow"  stand  part  of  the  question  \ 
the  House  divided.  The  Yeas  went  forth. 
Tellew. 

Y-«{S;;:!reK  :  :  :}  «^ 

Ta-i_»  f  Mr.  Onslow-    -    -    -7    ,,- 
^"^  tMr.  Mackworth     -    -}    "» 

So  it  passed  in  the  negative.  And  the 
flirther  consideration  of  the  Reports  was 
adjourned  to  Friday  the  21st,  and  Mr. 
Beacher,  Mr.  Sumner,  Mr.  Manningham, 
Mr,  M'Gwire,  and  captain  Brereton  were 
it^dired  to  attend  at  the  same  time. 


Mr.^  Speaker ;  I  must  observe,  that 
a  principal  part  of  the  charge  agaiDSt  the 
noble  lord  behind  me  turns  upon  the 
transactions  of  the  Select  Committee,  and 
for  making  this  charge  good,  it  is  abso* 
lutely  necessary  to  call  in  and  examine 
such  persons  whose  situation  gave  them 
op})ortunities  of  knowing  the  truth,  as 
plainly  appeared  by  the  reports  of  jour 
committees:  among  these,  Sir,  Mr* 
Beacher  is  one,  whose  examination  is  in 
this  light  necessary,  and  who,  I  should 
therefore  wish  to  be  called  in :  the  point* 
upon  which  his  examination  should  tarn, 
is  the  conditions  upon  whidi  therevolutioa 
in  Bengal  was  effected. 

Mr.  Beacher,  after  a  sh'ght  debate,  was 
called  in.  Several  Questions  were  put  to 
him,  Bnd  after  them  tne  following,  '*  Wbea 
the  revolution  in  Bengal  was  resokedto 
be  a  measure  necessary  to  the  welfare  oi 
the  Company's  affairs  by  the  select  com- 
mittee, did  the  committee,  after  such  reso* 
lution,  declare  that  they  would  not  agree 
to  the  measure,  unless  presents  were  made 
to  them  of  22  lacks  of  rupees,  or  there- 
abouts, in  consequence  of  it?" 

Mr.  JSolicitor  General  Wcdderhm* 
That  question,  Mr.  Speaker,  would  agree 
better  with  the  constitution  of  the  Inquj* 
sition,  than  with  that  of  this  House:  iti^' 
impossible  it  should  be  put;  because  titd 
answer  may  tend  to  estaolish  a  criminality 
not  in  the  noble  lord  only,  on  whose  ac- 
count common  sense  is  so  much  put  to 
the  rack,  but  likewise  that  of  the  witness 
himself:  and  this  in  general  will  hetbe 
case  with  examining  witnesses  ^o  deeply 
concerned  in  the  merit  of  the  transactions 
which  are  at  present  judging.  [Witnesi 
ordered  to  withdraw,] 

Mr.  Attorney  General  Tkurhtv.  I  csn- 
not  subscribe  to  the  opinion  laid  down  bj 
my  learned  friend ;  for  if  we  are  not  to  exa- 
mine the  persons  who  from  their  situationi 
can  alone  give  us  information ;  and  if  ** 
are  not  to  ask  such  questions  as  the  case 
demands,  to  what  purpose  is  any  enquifj 
before  us  ? 

Mr.  Solidior  General.  The  plain  fac^ 
and  the  prattice  of  all  the  courts  wim 
which  I  have  been  conversant,  is  the  bc» 
answer  to  that  imaginary  difficulty :  ^y 
ask  questions  to  prove  guilt  in  the  nooia 
lord,  whi<?b,  iif  the  an»we»  do  prow  »» 
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must  prove  eqaal  guilt  in  the  witness  ? 
Why  hoi  ask  the  same  questions  of  wit- 
nesses not  in  responsible  offices,  who  might 
know  these  facts,  but  npt  be  guilty  of 
them. 

Sir  George  SavUe,  I  take  this  princi- 
pally to  be  a  question  not  conc/eming  the 
eligibility  of  Mr.  Beacher  to  be  a  witness 
at  ally  because  we  have  begun  his  exami- 
natioq,  land  there  would  be  much  impro- 
priety in  then  determining  that  his  exami- 
nation i9  of  no  value ;  but  the  point  which 
alone  demands  attention  is,  whether  he 
shall  be  asked  ouestions,  the  answers  to 
which  must  conaemn  himself.  Now,  this 
is  80  contrary  to  law,  to  reason,  to  com- 
mon sense,  and  the  practice  of  this  House, 
that  I  am  amazed  it  can  be  made  a  matter 
of  debate.  The  question  put  to  •  the  wit- 
ness was  ^ch  a  one  as  ought  no.^  to  be 
pot ;  it  was  such  a  one  as  he  could  not 
answer. 

Mr.  Beacher  was  examined  three  seve- 
ral times.  Lord  Clive's  evidence  before 
the  Committee  was  read,  upon  which  his 
iordship  made  a  short  speech ;  he  con- 
cluded with  these  words,  "  T^ke  my  for- 
tune, but  save  my  honour,'*  and  then  re- 
tired from  the  House. 

General  Burgage  then  made  the  fol- 
lowing motion :  "  That  it  appears  to  this 
House,  that  Robert  lord  Clive,  baron  of 
Plassey,  in  the  kingdom  of  Ireland,  about 
the  time  of  the  deposing  of  Surajah  Dow- 
lah,  nabob  of  Bengal,  and  the  establishinfi; 
of   Meer   Jaffier  on    the    musnud,   did, 
through  the  influence  of  the  powers  with 
which  he  was  intrusted  as  a  member  ef 
the  select  committee,  and  commander  in 
chief  of  the  British  forces,  obtain  and  pos- 
sess himself  of  2  lacks  and  80,000  rupees 
as  member  of  the  select  committtee;  a 
further  ^um  of  2  lacks  of  rupees  as  com- 
mander in  chief;  and  a  further  sum  of  16 
lacks  of  rupees,  or  more,  under  the  deno- 
mination of  private  donation  ;  which  sums, 
amounting  together  to  20  lacks  and  80,000 
rupees,  were  of  the  value,  in  English  mo- 
ney, of  234,000/.,  and  that  in  so  doing  the 
sai^  Robert  lord  Clive  abused  the  powers 
with  which  he  was  intrusted,  to  the  evil 
exaoiple  of  t|ie  servants  of  the  public.'* 

General  Burgoyne  declared,  that,  if  his 
resolution  passed,  he  should  propose  one 
rel^ive  tp  the  noble  lord's  jagnire. 

Sir  fV,  Meredith  warmly  seconded  tl^is 
resolution. 

Mr., Stanley  objected,  that  the  said  mo- 

tioa   contained  k  cornpUcated  question; 

and'  moved,  that  it'  be  divided  into  two 

tVOU  XVil.]  ' 


questions,  the  first  part  ending'  with  tho 
words  «*  English  money  of  234,000/." 
This  was  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

The  question  was  then  put,  ««  That  Ro- 
bert lord  Clive,  baron  of  Plassey,  in  the 
kingdom  of  Ireland,  aboi^t  the  tjme  of  the 
deposing  of  Surajah  Dowl^h,  nabob  of 
Bengal,  and  the  establishing  of  Meer  Jaf- 
fier on  the  musnud;  did,  through  the  in- 
fluence of  the  powers  with  which  he  was 
intrusted,  as  a  member  of  the  select  com- 
mittee, and  commander  in  chief  of  the  Bri- 
tish forces,  obtain  and  possess  himself  of 
2  lacks  and  80,000  rupees  as  member  of 
the  select  committee ;  a  further  sum  of  2 
lacks  of  rupees  as  commander  in  chief; 
and  a  further  sum  of  16  lacks  of  rupees 
or  more,  under  the  denomination  of  private 
donation ;  which  sums,  amounting  toge- 
ther to  20  lacks  and  80,000  rupees,  were 
of  the  value,  in  English  money,  of 
234,000/." 

Mr.  Rose  Fuller  proposed  an  amend- 
ment, by  leaving  out  the  words,  *•  through 
the  influence  of  the  powers  with  which  he 
was  intrusted,  as  a  member  of  the  sel^4t 
committee^  and  commander  in  chief  of  the 
British  forces."  This  amendment  occ^- 
sfoned  a  long  debate,  which  lasted  till  iSvc 
in  the  mornmg,  when  the  blouse  divide^ 
The  Yeas  went  forth. 

Tellers. 

I  Mr.  Hopkins 

NoFs  ^^^^^  Lisburne    - 
^^^^jMr.Byng       -     - 

So  it  passed  in  the  negative ;  and  the 
main  question  being  put  was  carried- with* 
out  a  division. 

General  Burgoyne  next  moved,  "  That 
Robert  lord  Clive,  did,  in  so  doing,  abuM 
the  power  with  which  he  was  intrusteq, 
to  the  evil  example  of  the  servants  of 
the  public."  Upon  which,  Mr.  Stanley 
moved  the  previous  question,  which  wf» 
negatived  without  a  division.  After  which 
the  original'  qqestipn  was  carried.  Mr. 
Solicitor  General  then  moved,  **  That  Ro- 
bert lord  Clive  did,  a[t  the  same  time» 
render  great  and  meritorious  services  to 
this  country ,''  which  parsed  in  the  f^T- 
firmative. 
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Debate  in  the  Cqrpmons  on  the  Jlesqlum 
tloTif  jehttve  to  the  future  varticipatiqn 
and  disi)osaL  qf  the  ,l^urfiius  Prcyfits  qft\e 
East  tnUia  Companj/.^  .May  25.  Tfja. 
llouse  having  ^s^lv^^  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  «whoier  Sotisei  to  take  inu> 
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further  consideration  the  AffaiVs  of  the 
JEast  India  Company^  Mr.  Bacon  in  the 
chair,  the  Petition  presented  by  the 
East  India  Company  on  the  3rd  instant 
being  read, 

Lord  North  said  : 

Mr.  Bacon ;  the  present  situation 
of  our  enquiry  into  the  amiirs  of  the  East 
India  Company  renders   it  necessary  to 
take  notice  of  those  principles  and  argu- 
ments upon  which  the  petition  before  us 
depends.    I  mean,  Sir,  to  explain  myself 
upon  this  matter  in  the  most  candid  man- 
ner I  am  able;  and  I  do  assure  the  advo- 
cates for  the  India  Company,  that  in  what- 
ever stage  of  this  business  I  shall  be  found, 
I  shall  on  no  occasion  have  any  other  idea 
than  the  advancement  of  the  interests  of 
the  public  and  of  the  Company,  n)utual1y. 
It  has  been  matter  of  debate  in  the  court 
of  directors,  and  the  general  court,  whe- 
ther to  accept,  or  reject   the  loan    of 
1,400,000/.  from    government;   and    we 
have  now  before  us  a  petition  complaining 
of  the  terms  annexed  to  that  loan:    it 
turns  upon  restraining  the  dividend  to  6 
per  cent. ;  upon  the  division  of  the  terri- 
torial revenue ;  and  upon  the  appropria- 
tion of  the  fourth,  which  is  lefl  to  the 
Xlompany.    It  is  upon  these  points.  Sir, 
that  we  are  given  to  understand  the  Com- 
pany will  not  accept  the  proffered  loan  of 
I,400,000/<    I  am  very  sorry  to  find  any 
opposition  in  the  CcMnpany  to  t^rms  which 
are  so  much  in  favour  of  the  security  and 
stability  of  their  own  credit;  however,  Sir, 
I  have  two  resolutions  to  move  upon  this 
occasion,  on  which  I  must  observe,  that  I 
should  be  sorry  to  have  them  understood 
as  the  least  in  the  stile  of  menace  to  the 
Company;  on  the  contrary,  I  have  not 
the  least  resentment  at  any  thing  that  has 
passed.    It  would  be  improper.  Sir :  and 
the  reflections  that  have  been  made  are 
unjust.    The  Resolutions  are  as  follow: 
1.  *'  That  the  clear  revenues  and  profits 
of  the  East  India  Company,  after  the  cur- 
rent payments  of  interest,  and  other  out- 
goings, charges,  and  expences,  of  the  said 
Company,  shall  have  been  thereout  allowed 
and  deducted,  ought,  from  time  to  time,  to 
be  applied,  in  the  first  place,  to  the  dis- 
charge of  such  debts  as,  being  due  and 
payi^le  at  the  time,  shall  be  demanded  by 
the   respective    creditors.     2.  That,    in 
the  present  situation  of  the  East  India 
Company,  it   will   be  highly  expedient, 
that  soOie  provision  be  made  by  parlia- 
ment, forbore  oSectyally  securipg  the 
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application  of  such  clear  revenues  and 
profits  to  the  purpose  aforesaid,  and  for 
thereby  effecting  the  more  speedy  dis- 
charge of  the  debts  of  the  baid  Company." 
All  I  mean,  Sir,  in  these  resolution*,  i«, 
the  security  of  the  creditors  and  the  pro- 
prietors ;  for  such  reports  have  gone 
abroad,  of  the  designs  of  the  Company  to 
put  off  the  payment  of  their  debts,  as  to 
render  it  a  serious  consideration :  it  has 
been  said  that  they  have  been  informed 
by  their  lawyers,  that  they  can  delay  pay- 
ing the  Bank  for  a  year  and  a  half,  by 
legal  practices:  I  hope  such  will  never 
be  attempted  to  be  put  in  execution;  but, 
Sir,  the  Company's  course  of  payraenl 
must  be  very  difierent ;  the  words  of  tb< 
resolution  I  nave  read,  tie  them  down  only 
to  an  observance  of  common  justice  aod 
those  rules  and  principles  of  paymeol 
which  I  believe  were  always  observed  bj 
the  Company  when  their  affairs  wereia 
common  order.  As  to  the  second  resolu- 
tion, it  is  merely  an  enforcement  of  tba 
first. 

Mr.  Dempster.  I  must  beg  leave,  Mr. 
Speaker,  to  offer  one  remark  on  a  some- 
thing which  the  noble  lord  let  fall.  Tbal 
after  the  usual  out-goings,  &c.  are  paid, 
the  Company  is  to  pay  her  debts  due, 
when  demanded :  does  the  noble  lord  un- 
derstand by  out-goings,  the  dividend- 
that  is  a  reasonable  and  honest  dividend 
on  their  capital ;  for  instance,  6  per  cent 
pr  does  he  mean  that  the  payment  of  the 
debts  is  to  precede  such  or  any  dividend  | 
And  another  circumstance  upon  which  I 
wish  the  noble  lord  would  saUsfy  us  ioth« 
demand  of  government  upon  the  CoO' 
pany,  for  repayment  of  the  loan  « 
1,400,000/.  ii  case  it  is  accepted— is  tha 
creditor  to  be  an  importunate  oae,  and  to 
precede  a  reasonable  dividend  i 

Lord  North.  Certainly,  Mr.  Bacoo,  I 
do  not  mean  in  anj  case  to  exclude  a  ji^ 
and  reasonable  dividend  :  for  that,  Sir, 
would  be  to  act  contrary  to  all  the  princJ* 
pies  of  commerce  by  companies ;  aij  waj 
IS  expressed  or  implied  in  the  resolutions* 
have  moved,  is  to  keep  the  Company,  a 
the  present  case,  to'  tnose  rules  which  1 
believe  were  always  her  guide  in  other 
cases ;  and  to  prevent  any  hasty  and  un- 
just conduct  towards  her  creditors,  id  or* 
der  to  escape  her  present  difficulties,  wiUi- 
out  acceptmg  the  loan  fron^  the  pubhc* 
As  to  the  repayment  of  the  loan  itself  pi«" 
venting  the  dividend,  tlie  terms  cf  ^ 
former  resolutions,  precisely  exphio  Jk 
for  th^  ft  divideod  of  6  per  cent,  tf^* 
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pressly  allowed  4iH  the  repayment  of  the 
l,4€OfiOOL 

Mr.  Dempiier.  If  the  noble  lord's  reso* 
hitioDB  ffo  no  further,  I  have  no  doubt  but 
they  wifi  be  accepti^le  to  the  proprietors 
in  genera],  as  they  express  notning  more 
Chan  what  I  am  clear  the  Company  mean 
to  perform* 

Governor  Johnstone.  Mr.  Bacon,  it  is 
¥ery  evident  from  what  the  noble  lord  has 
said,  that  these  resolutions  which  he  has 
moved,  are  In  consequence  ef  the  supposi- 
tion drawn  from  the  petition  before  us, 
that  if  the  conditions  annexed  to  the  offer 
of  the  loan  of  1,400,000^.  are  adhered  to, 
the  Company  will  not  accept  it ;  and  this 
view  of  the  matter  renders  it  necessary 
for  me  to  explain  to  the  House  the  points 
wherein  the  difierence  lies,  and  which  the 
Company  thinks  very  hard  upon  them. 
Sir,  the  first  article  of  difference  is,  that 
restraining  them  to  a  dividend  of  6  per 
cent,  whereas  they  think  8  per  cent, 
would  be  perfectly  reasonable,  and  abso- 
lutely  fair  to  all  parties,  and  to  every  in* 
terest. 

The  noble  lord  asserted,  that  his  rea- 
sons for  fixing  it  at  6  per  cent,  was  Uie 
presumptive  proof  given  bv  your  com- 
mittees, that  UiaC  was  as  high  as  could  be 
afforded ;  for  that  though  8  per  cent,  had 
been  divided  for  many  y^ars,  yet  it  never 
appeared  that  the  commercial  profits  of 
the  trade  amounted  to  8  per  cent.  In  an- 
swer to  this.  Sir,  I  shall  observe,  that 
there  are  many  reasons  to  suppose  the  ac- 
tual dividend  of  8  per  cent,  was  a  just  as 
well  as  a  nominal  one,  and  such  as  the 
c^ommercial  profits  of  the  Company  would 
well  allow ;  for  let  it  be  considered,  that 
in  that  period  in  whicli  the  dividend  was 
so  stated  by  the  secret  committee,  there 
were  expences  beyond  the  usual  line,  and 
such  as  there  is  not  the  least  reason  to 
suppose  will  come  again. 

For  instance.  Sir,  there  was  the  400,000/. 
paid  to  government  in  the  subscription  of 
the  3,200,000/.  lent  to  the  public ;  there 
were  the  losses  of  Fort  St.  George,  Fort 
St.  David's,  and  two  expensive  wars, 
such  as  we  are  not  to  look  to  again,  the 
loss  of  a  complete  investment  of  S)0,000/. 
two  suras  alone  amounting  (o  700/XX)/. 
besides  the  expences  of  wars,  which  I 
think  might  be  reckoned,  because  the^ 
lead  so  strongly  to  .the>  territorial  acquisi- 
tion which  government  now  claims ;  and 
1>esides  the  sum  of  200,000/.  paid  for  the 
renewal  of  their  charter,  which  I  do  not 
take  in^  as  it  may  be  said  to  com^  under 


the  article  of  contingent  expences  in  fu- 
ture. It  has  been  remark^,  Sir,  that 
during  that  period  we  run  800,000/.  in 
debt;  now  here.  Sir,  I  have  made  out 
700,000/.  of  it  besides  the  extras  I  men- 
tioned before :  surely  from  this  account  we 
may  justly  state  the  commercial  profits  ar 
8  ner  cent.  But,  Sir,  why  are  we  not  to 
taxe  into  our  view  the  superiority  of  our 
present  state  in  India,  to  what  it  was  ii^ 
that  period ;  a  superiority  so  great,  and 
affecting  our  trade  so  much,  that  there  is 
not  a  shadow  of  probability  of  the  com-> 
mercial  profiu  not  being  considerably 
longer ;  in  such  circumstances  to  reduce 
the  dividend  to  no  more  than  6  per  cent, 
the  Company  think  very  hard* 

In  the  next  place,  Sir,  they  difier  with 
the  noble  lord  upon  the  division  of  the  re* 
venue  of  the  territorial  acquisitions ;  in- 
stead of  the  public  taking  three  fourths, 
they  think  half  would  have  been  fully 
sufficient.  Upon  this  point  I  am  not 
strenuous,  because  I  think  the  govern- 
ment had  better  take  the  three  tburths^ 
and  ^en  let  the  Company  alone,  than  only 
take  half,  or  even  a  quarter,  and  foist  ma- 
nagement uponr  them.  The  next  point  of 
difference  is  the  application  of  the  fourth 
remaining  to  the  Company ;  upon  this 
head  the  noble  lord  was  so  guarded — so 
cautious  in  his  expressions^-and  so  forti- 
fied in  what  he  said  the  day  when  he  moved 
those  resolutions,  that  I  know  not  whether 
the  noble  lord,  as  it  has  since  been  said, 
will  insist  upon  that  article ;  but  if  it  is  in- 
sisted on,  the  directors,  the  proprietors, 
myself,  and,  I  believe,  the  whole  world 
will  equally  condemn  it  as  arbitrary,  un- 
just, and  breaking  the  absolute  chartered 
rights  of  a  free  people  t  I  think  it  the  se-< 
verest  stroke  that  ever  despotism  offered  to 
a  free  company. 

The  noble  lord  seems  to  have  had  bad 
information  in  certain  points ;  and  it  ia 
the  misfortune  of  ministers,  that  those 
men  who  make  it  their  business  to  be  tale- 
bearers, are  seldom  men  of  integrity ;  for 
such  will  not  undertake  such  an  office. 
The  noble  lord  seems  to  have  had  wrong 
intelligence  of  the  conduct  of  generd 
courts  ;  I  do  declare  that  they  have  been, 
wherever  I  have  been  present,  very  decent 
and  orderly ;  and  never  wanting  in  respect 
to  the  noble  lord— ever  speaking  ot  his 
character  in  terms  of  respect,  until  the 
new  Bill  for  regulating  the  Company  was 
read  to  them — then,  indeed,  thev  were 
very  indecent  and  disorderiy,  thinking 
of  the  terms  of  it  highly  bjurious  to 
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their  rights;  and  I  sb^l  observe  for  niy- 
eelfy  that  I  think  the  appoiatment  of  a  ^- 
vernor  general^  coapcil,  and  judges  in  the 
crown,  m  the  manner  set  forth  in  the  Bill, 
13  at  one  stroke  annihilating  the  Company, 
Qnd  trat)sferring  the  monopoly  to  the 
crown,  equally  unjust  to  the  Company, 
and  ruinous  to  the  nation ;  the  crown  by 
this  will  gain  such  an  increase  of  wealth 
and  power  as  she  never  gained  yet ;  and 
if  the  Bill  passes,  this  acquisition  will  be 
ibund  fatal  to  liberty. 

I  would  ^ay  one  word  respecting  the 
conduct  of  the  direction  ;  they  have  acted 
y^ry  wrong  to  be  sure,  and  had  they  ma- 
naged as  they  might,  I  do  admit  that  the 
460,()00//a  year  paid  to  government,  and 
eve;n  more,  might  have  been  well  paid, 
^ind  in  continuance ;  but,  Sir,  they  were 
Received  by  a  noble  Lqrd  who  has  been  the 
object  lately  of  much  euloeium  in  .this 
fiouse ;  he  wrote  home  that  their  affairs 
w6re  fixed  on  such  a  foundation,  that  even 
hypocrisy  could  not  introduce  corruption 
---and  advised  them  to  send  for  the  round 
sum  of  a  million  ;  the  noble  lord  was  de- 
ceived liimself,  for  he  could  not  possibly 
have  any  private  interest  in  making  such 
representations:  but.  Sir,  the  directors  are 
somewhat  to  be  excused  in  their  conduct, 
when  they  acted  in  consequenpe  of  such 
l;^presentation8. 

As  to  the  present  state  of  the  Company, 
I  am  clear  they  can  extricate  themselves 
without  accepting  the  loan  from  parlia- 
ment ;  they  have  creditors  certainly,  but 
not  clamorous  ones;  the  bill-holders  will 
be  induced  to  delay  as  they  ought,  consi- 
dering their  gains ;  and  the  Bank  is  con- 
ducted with  so  much  justice  and  integrity, 
and  meaning  strongly  to  befriend  the 
Company,  as  I  judge  from  the  conversa- 
tions I  have  had  with  some  of  the  diree- 
torej  and  particularly  Mr.  Paine,  who  I 
really  believe  is  a  man  of  as  great  honour 
and  worth,  as  any  I  know, — that  I  think 
the  Company  has  not  much  reason  to  fear 
from  any  undue  demands— hasty  ones— 
from  the  Bank.  The  Treasury  indeed  may 
be  importunate— we  admit  that. 

Lord  North   answered    the    governor 

Eretty  dearly  in  some  parts  of  his  speech, 
ut  in  seneral  lightly  touching  the  more 
essential  points. 

The  Resolutions  were  thctti  agreed  Co. 

..  Lord  North*s  Speech  on  fre9entii^  the 
East  India  Company^s  Regulation  BiU.1 
May  18.  Lord  North  presented  to  the 
^ouse,  according  tp  oxderi  a  Bill  «  for  es- 


talilisbing  eerlaiii  Rwiliitioiit,  for  the 
better  IV^nagem'ent  of  the  Afl^.  of  the 
East. India'  Comp^y^  a^.w^  in  Ihdia 
as  in  £uro^.''  Qn  mHviHg  that  it  bs 
read  a  first  timet 

Lord  Nvrih  saM : 

Sir ;  the  interposition  of  parllameDt 
in  the  affiurs  of  the.  East  Itidia  Gompsoy, 
though  it  has  occasioned  something  d  t 
turn  of  proceedings  in  the  gerieral  eourls 
which  ^  think  unwarrantable,  has  met, 
Sir,  with  thq  approbation  of  all  modtrata, 
well-informed  and  considerate  penom.  I 
have  had  the  honomr  of  proposing  a  seriei 
of  Resolutions  drawn  up^  with  a  tiew  of 
regulating  the  Company's  affiurs  in  future: 
from  thcKse  resolotions  I  have  firamed  a 
Bill,  which  I  now  beg  the  peritiissioD  of 
the  House  to  bring  in^  Since  these  mat- 
ters have  been  under  consideratioo,  the 
right  and  motives  of  parliament  have  bees 
strangely  qu(^stioned  in  the  whole  business, 
much  of  which  I  apprehend  bos  bees 
owing  to  the  jobbers  in  the  Alley*  R^ 
straining  the  dividends  in  different  period^ 
as  it  prevents  the  fatal  eCects  ^  gangling 
in  Indja  stock,  so  it  must  eerlainiy  aieet 
with  all  possible  opposition  from  a  set  of 
men  whose  greatest  profits  are  in  prepor^ 
tion  to  the  fluctuation  of  the  stocks; 
whereas  this  t^ill  is  meant  to  prevent  aU 
fluctuation.  The  public  has  been  muck 
amused  with  projects  for  the  Cootpaoy'i 
raising  the  sum  of  a  million  and  s  haif, 
without  accepting  what  they  before  ap* 
plied  for  to  government.  Sir,  this  de- 
mands two  considerajtions ;  firsts  relative 
to  the  possibility  of  the  Company's  fairlj 
executing  such  a  scheme-awhile  tbey  are 
daily  submitting  themselves  to  pay  great 
interest  for  their  actual  debts  to  govern* 
ment,  on  default  of  payment  of  custootf 
and  excises ;  we  may  easily  conceiie  that 
in  any  situation  schemers  and  prcgecton 
will  appear  n^o  can  promise  wonders  upoQ 
paper,  that  are  wild  and  inYpracticable> 
Can  the  Company  suppose  the  tegiabture 
to  be  drawn  aside  from  their  important 
purpose  by  such  idle  imaginations  \  Next, 
Sir,  I  must  suppose  the  case— -If  the  Cob- 
pany  does  not  find  it  expedient  to  bocroir 
of  govemmenti  can  it  possibly  be  sup- 
posed that  therefbre  the<  intenebeno^  ^ 
parliament  in  their  affairs  is  to  he  dropped; 
Is  this  to  be  imagined?  It. is  impoosi&l^f 
Sir,  but  the  candid  part  of  the  Company 
must  be  sensible,  and  Acknowledge,  that 
the  right,  duty,  and  propriety  of  thcatate 
te  interiiaae  m  this  case  s  esaeotii^  » 
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tamfj  to  Jbe  weU^btfihgy  Hay  to  the  eicis- 
i^oce  of  the  Company^  It  is  upon  these 
principlet  that  I  imagine  the  Bul  I  novr 
bring  ID  vrill  in  all  its  parts  be  afiproved ; 
at  every  article  in  it  is  inunad  with  a  view 
to  the  placing  the  affiurs  of  the  Cdmpany 
ooasoiid,  clear,  and  decisive  establishment. 
t  The  Bill  w^  read  a  filrst  tithe. 


Petitions  (tf  the  City  of  London  mnd  of 
Ae  East  India  Comffany  t^amst  the  East 
Itidia  Compantfs  Regulation  Bill*']  May 
28.  Sir  Watkin  Lewes,  one  of  the  sherifis 
of  London,  presented,  at  the  bar,  a  Petition 
^m  the  lord  mayor,  aldermen,  and  com- 
DDons,  of  the  city  of  London,  in  common 
council  assembled*  And  the  said  petition 
ras  read:  taking  notice  of  the  Bill  for 
establishing  certain  regulations,  ft>r  the 
^tter  management  of  the  af&irs  of  the 
But  India  Company,  as  well  in  Itidia  as 
Q  Europe ;  and  setting  fbrtfa. 

"  That  the  petitioners  ar^  of  opinion, 
iiae  the  said  Bill  is  a  direct  nnd  dangerous 
ittack  on  the  liberties  of  the  people,  and 
rill,  if  passed  into  a  law,  prove  of  the 
Qost  fatal  consequences  to  the  security  of 
iroperty  in  general,  and  particularly  the 
ranchises  of  every  corporate  body  in  this 
liogdom ;  and  that  the  petitioners  are  the 
acre  alarmed  by  these  proceedings,  as 
lie  privileges  the  city  of  London  enjoy 
tand  on  tin*  same  security  as  those  of  the 
^t  India  Company ;  and  that  the  Bill 
as  been  brought  into  the  House  with  a 
t^ree  of  secrecy  incon^patible  with  the 
rinciples  of  the  constitution  in  matters  of 
ich  public  concern :  and  therefore  pray- 
if  the  House,  that  the  said  Bill  may  not 
MS  into  a  law.** 

A  Petition  of  the  united  company  of 
lerchants  of  England,  trading  to  the 
>ast  Indies,  was  also  presented  to  the 
[ouse,  and  read ;  taking  notice  of  the 
ill  foir  establishing  certain  regulations, 
•r  the  better  management  of  the  affiiirs  of 
te  East  India  Company,  as  well  in  India 
'  in  Europe ;  and  setting  forth, 
<«  That  the  said  Bill,  if  pteaed  into  a 
^,  will  destroy  every  privilege  which 
e  peticioners  hold  nnder  the  mt)$t  sacred 
curities  that  subjects  cam  depend  i]fK>n 

this  countiy ;  and  that  the  appointing 
officers  by  parliament,  or  the  crown,  to 
!  vested  with  the  whole  civfl  and  mSlkary 
thority  of  the  presidency  of  Bengal,  and 
K>  the  ordering,  management,  and  go- 
mment,  of  all  the  territorial  acquisitions 
d  revenues  of  the  Company,  in  the 
Dgdefios^  of  Bengal^  Baluuv  and  Oriiwa, 
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to^sdMJl-  with  Ibe  oth4r  sttperfntenaflig 
powetrs  dver  tba.settl^miata  of  Bonbi^ 
and  Madras,  independent  of  any  choicer 
in  dib  Comfianj,  or  any  real  power  of 
ctotroul  ill  the  durectors  or  general  court* 
of  the  said  Company,  or  power  in  the  said 
Company  of  removmg  the  silid  officers  for 
diisbehaviouc,  or  filing  up  of  vacancies  im 
case  of  death  or  avoidance,  is  a  liieflsiirtr 
so  extraordfinAry  (while  the  pwwsesslobi 
are  alleged  to  remain  in  the  Company) 
that  tlie  petitioner!  \^tg  leave  to  call  um 
attention  of  parliament  to  this  tnost  alatiti* 
ing  circumstance,,  before  the  Houie  shatt. 
give  a  sanction  .to  an  act,  which,  under 
the  colour  of  regulation,  will  annihilate  AT 
ond^  the  powers  of  the  East  Indi'a  Corn^ 
pahy,  and  virtually  transfer  thetn  to  thif 
crown ;  and  that  the  said  Bill  is  destiroo*' 
tive  of  the  essential  rights  and  intei'esis  oiF 
the  petitioners  in  many  other  i^s|>ect|/ 
and  is  further  defective  as  to  many  of  the 
purposes  for  which  it  Is  declared  to  l)e 
framed ;  fcind  that  the  petitioners  look  upoij 
this  Bill  as  tending  to  destroy  the  libertlqt 
of  the  subject,  from  an*  immense  addition 
of  power  it  must  give  to  the  influence  of 
the  crown ;  and  tluit  the  |>etitioners  havw 
never  been  made  acquamted  with  any 
charge  of  delinquency  having  been  made 
against  them  in  parliament,  and  if  any 
such  charge  has  been  made,  th^y  hard 
never  been  called  upon  to  be  heard  against 
it$  and  that  they  cannot  therefore^  soppoae 
that  any  such  delinquency  on  the  part  of 
the  Company  has.  been  voted;  which  de» 
linquency,  however,  is  ipade  the  ground  of 
this  Bill :  and  therefore  praying,  that  the¥ 
may  be  heard,  by  themselres  or  counsel, 
against  the  said  Bill ;  and  that  die 
may  not  pass  into  a  law,** 


Debates  in  the  Commons  on  iht  JSasi 
India  Company* s  Regulatim  BilL^  '^^ 
Hoose  then  resohred  itself  into  a  Couh' 
mittee  on  the  Bill  for  reguktiog  the  Af^ 
fairs  of  the  East  India  Company;  and 
counsel  were  heard  in  belmlfof  the  Coui* 
pany  pursuant  to  the  above  Petition. 

Mr.  Mansfield  spoke  three  quanera  a# 
an  hour ;  Mr.  Adair,  also  counsel  fienr  ^ 
Company,  half  an  hour ;  when  they  were 
ordered  to  withdraw,  and  the  debater 
commenced.  Almost  each  sentenoe  0f 
the  Bill  afforded  a  topic  for  cen8ui^;% 
clause  by  clause  was  disputed;  sttid  each 
-disputant  tried  his  ingenuity  at  filling  up 
the  blanks.  Mr.  DowdeswcU  arraigneu^' 
in  the  severest  termS,  almost  the  whole  of 
the  Bill;  he  called  it  a  medley  of  iaconsi^ 
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leaciest  dictated  by  t jranny,  yet  beftrbg 
throughout  each  line  the  mark  of  ig- 
norance* 

*  At  half  past  ten  the  committee  had  pro- 
ceeded to  the  consideration  of  the  qualifi- 
cation necetsary  to  constitute  a  voter. 
Vehement  debates  were  carried  on  upon 
this  head,  « Whether  5O0L  or  1,000/. 
■took  should  entitle  a  person  to  vote?'' 
Mr.  Rose  Fuller  proposed  fixing  it  at 
l,000/.9  but  he  wished  that  a  person  hold- 
ing three*  six,  or  10,000/.  stock,  should 
be  entided  to  one,  two,  or  three  votes,  in 
proportion  to  the  greatness  of  the  quantity 
of  the  stock  he  possessed.  This  pr(q>osal 
was  over-ruled. 

At  eleven  the  question  was  put,  **  that 
the  (qualification  should  be  fixed  at  1,000/. 
atock,"  when  the  committee  divided,  and 
diere  ajppeared  for  the  question  179; 
•gainst  It  65. 

JuHe  2.  The  House  went  again  into  a 
Committee  on  the  Bill.  Lord  North 
opened  the  busbess  in  a  well-calculated 
apeech;  he  concluded  by  declaring,  that 
he  had  revolved  in  his  mind  every  expe- 
dient he  thought  practicable  to  serve  and 
lo  restore  the  Company  to  its  once  flou- 
rishing condition ;  and  that  he,  from  the 
«yctates  of  his  conscience,  proposed  the 
Bill,  as  the  most  likely  method  of  obtain- 
ing everjr  end  the  Company  could  expect 
from  stability  of  councd  and  rectituoe'  of 
measures.  He  stated  the  objections  which 
bad  been  made  to  the  Bill,  both  withm 
and  without  doors,  and  attempted  a  refu- 
tation of  each. 

.  As  it  seemed  the  design  of  his  lordship 
and  the  inclination  of  the  House  to  con- 
aider  the  Bill  clause  by  clause,  the  whole 
debate  of  the  day  turned  upon  that  which 
lelated  to  the  establishnaent  of  the  go- 
vernor and  council,  and  after  a  seven  hours 
altercation,  in  which  a  variety  of  amend- 
ments were  alternately  proposed  and  re- 
jected, the  question  seemed  reduced  simply 
to  this,  **  whether  the  risht  of  norainatmg 
the  governor  and  council  should  be  vested 
in  the  crown,  or  in  the  Company  ?"  The 
debates  upon  this  question  became  vehe- 
ment, ana  about  a  quarter  afler  eleven 
the  Committee  divided  upon  the  clause 
concerning  the  nomination  of  the  governor 
and  council,  when  there  appeared.  For  the 
clause,  as  investing  the  crown  with  the 
right  of  nomination,  161 ;  For  investing 
the  Company  with  the  right  of  filling  up 
thc^  future  vacancies,  60 ;  Majority  on  the 
aide  of  the  ministry,  101. 


Ddale  in  the  Ckmimons  on  Ae 


At  twelve  Mr.  Dempster  moved  tint 
the  right  of  appointing  judges,  Ac  iboold 
be  vested  in  tne  Company  and  not  id  the 
crown,  when  the  numbers.were  103  Nsei, 
18  Ayes.  At  one  the  Comnuttee  «i- 
joumed. 

June  3.  The  House  again  went  into  i 
Committee  on  the  Bill.  The  first  qoestioo 
thev  went  upon  was  the  salary  of  the 
Jaiges :  SfiOOl.  was  proposea  for  the 
Chief-Justice,  and  5,000/.  to  esch  of  the 
other  three ;  but  Mr.  Dempster  mored, 
that  8,000/.  should  be  given  to  the  Chief- 
Justice,  and  6,000/.  to  each  of  the  otbcn; 
to  whidi  the  House  agreed. 

Afker  which  the  clause,  preventing  nj 
person  holding  any  civil  or  military  office 
under  the  crown,  firom  receiving  or  ic« 
eepting  any  present  or  gift  fipom  sny  of 
the  Indian  pnnoes,  was  uken  under  coo- 
sideration.  After  the  clause  wss  gooe 
through,  lord  Clive  observed,  that  socb 
restrictions  would  be  productive  of  great 
inconveniences,  particularly  when  ao; 
town  was  besieged;  that  instead  of  eoter- 
ing  it  by  capitulation,  the  army  woold  it 
all  times  wish  to  take  it  by  storm,  for  the 
sake  of  the  plunder.  His  Jordsbip  dvdt 
much  upon  the  necessity  there  was  for  lest- 
ing  a  discretionary  power  in  the  goversor 
and  couticil,  to  allow  presents  to  be  n* 
ceived  by  commanders  of  armies,  snd  other 
officers,  at  the  siege  or  taking  poMesioo 
of  a  town.  The  Committee  did  not  seea 
to  approve  of  his  lordship's  advice. 

General  Conway  supported  hii  lonl* 
ship's  opinion ;  and  Mr.  Stanley  abo  rose, 
and  entered  deeply  into  a  debate  opoD  the 
right  of  receiving  presents.  This  eogsge^i 
sir  W.  Meredith  in  the  controversy,  vbo 
supported  his  former  motion  againit  tbe 
noble  lord,  as  the  first  and  great  ezampie 
that  ought  to  be  made  and  brought  fortb 
to  the  censure  of  the  House;  that  if  hi 
had  succeeded  in  that,  other  geotleim 
nearly  as  culpable  as  die  noble  lord,  veie 
intended  to  be  the  objects  of  parlismeotirj 
enquiry ;  but  the  House  having  tiiougbt 
fit  to  let  the  great  example  escape,  it 
would  be  needless  to  accuse  othera  of  le^ 
guilt,  and  whc  were  led  on  by  the  force « 
that  great  example  only. 

The  clause  relating  to  the  restrsioiog 
persons  not  belonging  to  the  Compsnj, 
from  carrying  on  any  inland  trsde,  v^ 
n}uch  debated,  but  agreed  to. 

The  Commiitee  then  proceeded  throogn 
the  remainder  of  the  clauses  witbootnf 
ther  opposition^  and  agreed  to  report  tm 
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proceediogs  to  the  House,  which  Wfts  ac- 
cordingly done,  and  th^  Bill  ordered  to  be 
priated. . 

June  8.  A  Petition  of  lieut.  general 
Robert  Monckton  was  presented  to  the 
House,  praying  to  be  nominated  by  par-' 
liament  to  the  military  department  of  the 
tuperior  council  in  India* 

The  following  Petition  wasalso  presented : 

««  To  the  Hon.  the  Commons  of  Great  Bri- 
tain in  Parliament  assembled. 
•*  The  humble  Petition  of  several  pro- 
prietors of  the  East  India  Company 
possessed  of  50(V.  or  more,  but  less 
than  1,000/.  of  the  capital  stock  of 
the  said  Company. 

«  Sheweth, 
**  That  3'our  petitioners,  by  the  charter 
granted  to  the  East-India  Company  by 
hia  late  majesty  king  William,  and  since 
that  time  repeatedly  recoenized  and  con- 
firmed by  several  acts  of  parliament,  in 
coosideration  of  many  large  sums  of  money 
lent  and  advanced  by  the  said  Company  to 
the  public,  are  legally  possessed  of  a  right 
of  voting  at  any  general  court  of  the  said 
Cocnpan^j  for  the  election  of  directors, 
the  making  of  bye-laws,  or  in  any  other 
matter  relating  to  the  afikirs  or  government 
of  the  said  Company. 

<*  That  notwithstanding  those  sacred  se- 
curities, under  which  they  purchasefd  their 
respective  shares  in  the  stock  of  the  said 
Company,  your  petitioners  are  astonished 
to  find,  that  by  a  clause  in  tlie  Bill  now 
depending  in  parliament,  for  establishing 
certain  regulations  for  the  better  manage- 
ment of  the  affairs  of  the  East  India  Com- 
pany, as  well  in  India  as  in  Europe,  they 
are  to  be  deprived  of  this  right,  and  of 
every  degree  of  influence,  in  the  manage- 
ment of  so  considerable  a  property,  which 
is  to  be  wholly  transferred  to  such  pro- 
prietors as  are  possessed  of  l,000i^.  capital 
stock,  or  more,  under  a  presumption,  that 
the  pernicious  practice  of  splitting  stock 
by  collusive  transfers,  may  be  more  effec- 
tually prevented  by  such  a  regulation. 

*^  Tiiat  notwithstanding  the  false  and 
groundless  aspersions,  which  have  been 
thrown  out  against  so  great  a  number  of 
^our  petitioners,  which  they  trust  this  ho- 
nourable House  will  not  make  a  ground 
Df  proceeding  to  affect  their  right,  while 
unsupported  by  evidence,  your  petitioners 
ivho  are  bona^fide  proprietors  in  their  own 
right,  beg  leave  to  represent, 
^<  TfaAt  aopprsoiwqia  beiqore  iater^t- 


ed  to  prevent  such  illml  practice^ 
whereby  their  endeavours  for  the  good  of 
the  Company  are  liable  to  be  defeated  by 
the  undue  influence  of  a  few  wealthy  pro« 
prietors.  i 

<<  That,  with  a  view  to  this,  the  East 
India  Company  petitioned  parliament  in 
the  year  1767*  that  the  several  proprietors 
entitled  to  vote  should  be  obliged  to  hcM 
*thfs  qualification,  at  least,  six  months  be« 
fore  they  should  exercise  that  right;  in 
consequence  of  which  an  act  of  parfiament 
was  made  for  that  purpose* 

**  That  the  Company,  being  still  fur* 
ther  desirous  to  effectuate  the  purpqses  of 
that  Act,  have,  at  a  general  court  jield  od 
the  — —  day  of  May  last,  directed  an  ap« 
plication  to  be  made  to  parliament,  for  ex* 
tending  the  time  prescribed  by  the  said  Act 
of  the  seventh  ot  his  present  Majesty  firom 
six  to  twelve  months. 

**  That  your  petitioners,  willing  that 
every  remedy  may  be  applied  to  this 
evil,  are  desirous,  that  all  the  other  pro* 
visions  of  the  said  Bill  now  depending  in 
parliament  (or  preventing  collusive  tfans- 
fers,  except  the  encrease  of  the  qualifica*^ 
tion  of  the  voters,  which  cannot  answer 
that  purpose,  should  pass  into  a  law; 
which  provisions,  togetner  with  the  ex- 
tension of  the  time  to  twelve  months,  must 
inevitably  put  a  stop  to  that  pracUcet 
which  has  already  been,  m  a  great  d^ree^ 
prevented  by  the  operation  of  the  said  Act 
made  in  1767- 

**  That  the  proposed  encrease  of  the 
qualification  of  the  voters  cannot  in  any 
aegree  contribute  to  the  end  desired,  but 
will  rather  facilitate  than  discourage  so 
pernicious  a  practice ;  since  the  splitting 
of  stock  being  confined  to  those  proprie? 
tors  who  hold  large  Quantities,  it  will  be 
both  easier,  and' attended  with  less  risk  by 
death,  bankruotcy,  or  discovery,  to  place 
their  stock  in  the  hands  of  half  the  num- 
ber of  persons,  while  their  influence  will 
thereby  be  encreased  b  a  very  great  pro- 
portion. 

**  That  from  thence  it  is  evident,  that 
the  real  effect  of  this  clause  wiU  be  the 
thrbwinff  the  power  of  the  Company  into 
the  hands  of  a  few  opulent  men,  while  the 
only  effectual  balance  to  such  an  oligarchy 
by  the  exertion  of  independent  proprietors 
of  moderate  fortunes,  will  be  totaUy  de- 
stroyed. 

««  That  supposing  it  should  ever  be  the 
intention  of  the  crown,  or  its  ministers,  to 
exert  an  undue  influc^o^e  in  the  manager 
ment  of  the  Company's  aitiEgiaj  it  is  evideol 
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feaciesy  dictated  by  t jranny^  yet  beftrbg 
throughout  each  line  the  mark  of  ig- 
Borance* 

;  At  half  paat  ten  the  committee  had  pro- 
ceeded to  the  consideration  of  the  qualifi* 
cation  necetsary  to  constitute  a  voter. 
Vehement  debates  were  carried  on  upon 
this  head,  <«  Whether  5O0L  or  1,000^ 
etock  should  entitle  a  person  to  vote?'* 
Mr.  Rose  Fuller  proposed  fixing  it  at 
IflOOLt  but  he  wished  that  a  person  hold- 
ing three,  six,  or  lOfiOOl.  stock,  should 
be  entitled  to  one,  two,  or  three  votes,  in 
proportion  to  the  greatness  of  the  quantity 
of  the  stock  he  possessed.  This  propoMl 
was  over-ruled. 

At  eleven  the  question  was  put,  **  that 
the 'qualification  should  be  fixed  at  1,000/. 
etock,"  when  the  committee  divided,  and 
there  ajipeared  for  the  question  179; 
•gainst  It  65» 

JuHe  2.  The  House  went  again  into  a 
Committee  on  the  Bill.  Lord  North 
opened  the  business  in  a  well-calculated 
apeech;  he  concluded  by  declaring,  that 
he  had  revolved  in  his  mind  every  expe* 
dient  he  thought  practicable  to  serve  and 
to  restore  the  Company  to  its  once  flou- 
rishing condition ;  and  that  he,  from  the 
dictates  of  his  conscience,  proposed  the 
Bill,  as  the  most  likely  metJiod  of  obtain- 
ing everjr  end  the  Company  could  expect 
from  stability  of  councd  and  rectituoe'  of 
measures,  ne  staled  the  objections  which 
bad  been  made  to  the  Bill,  both  withm 
and  without  doors,  and  attempted  a  refu- 
tation of  each. 

As  it  seemed  the  design  of  his  lordship 
tnd  the  inclination  of  the  House  to  con- 
aider  the  Bill  clause  by  clause,  the  whole 
debate  of  the  day  turned  upon  that  which 
lehited  to  the  establishment  of  the  go- 
vernor and  council,  and  after  a  seven  hours 
altercation,  in  which  a  variety  of  amend- 
ments were  alternately  proposed  and  re* 
jected,  the  question  seemed  reduced  simply 
to  this,  **  whether  the  right  of  norainatmg 
the  governor  and  councifshould  be  vested 
in  the  crown,  or  in  the  Company  V*  The 
debates  upon  this  question  became  vehe- 
ment, ana  about  a  quarter  afler  eleven 
the  Committee  divided  upon  the  clause 
concerning  the  nomination  of  the  governor 
and  council,  when  there  appeared.  For  the 
clause,  as  investing  the  crown  with  the 
right  of  nomination,  161 ;  For  investing 
the  Company  with  the  right  of  filling  up 
the  future  vacancies,  60 ;  Majority  on  the 
aide  of  the  ministry,  101» 


Debaie  in  the  Gmmoiu  on  the 


At  twelve  Mr.  Dempster  moved  that 
the  right  of  appointmg  judges,  Ac  ihould 
be  vested  in  tne  Company  and  not  is  the 
crown,  when  the  numbers  were  103  Noei| 
18  Ayes.  At  one  the  Committee  id- 
joumed. 

June  3.  The  House  again  went  ioto  i 
Committee  on  the  Bill.  l%e  first  queitioa 
thev  went  upon  was  the  salarv  of  tiie 
JaigcB :  6,000^  was  proposed  for  the 
Chief- Justice,  and  BfiOOL  to  each  of  the 
other  three ;  but  Mr.  Dempster  moved, 
that  8,000/.  should  be  given  to  the  Chief- 
Justice,  and  6,000/.  to  eadi  of  the  otben; 
to  whidi  the  House  agreed. 

After  which  the  clause,  preventing  any 
person  holding  any  civil  or  military  office 
under  the  crown,  firom  receiving  or  ic- 
ceptine  any  present  or  gift  firom  any  of 
the  Indian  pnnoes,  was  uken  under  coo* 
sideration.  After  the  clause  wss  goae 
through,  lord  Clive  observed,  that  sodi 
restrictions  would  be  productive  of  great 
inconveniences,  particularly  when  uj 
town  was  besieged;  that  instead  of  eoter- 
ing  it  by  capitulation,  the  army  would  it 
all  times  wish  to  take  it  by  storm,  for  the 
sake  of  the  plunder.  His^  lordship  dwelt 
much  upon  the  necessity  there  was  for  ietr* 
ing  a  discretionary  power  in  the  gornnor 
and  couticil,  to  allow  presents  to  be  I^ 
ceived  by  commanders  of  armies,  and  other 
officers,  at  the  siege  or  takiog  poseessioQ 
of  a  town.  The  Committee  did  not  leea 
to  approve  of  his  lordship's  advice. 

General  Conway  supported  his  lord* 
ship's  opinion ;  and  Mr.  Stanley  sleo  rose) 
and  entered  deeply  into  a  debate  apoo  tbe 
right  of  receiving  presents.  This  engaged 
sir  W.  Meredith  in  the  controversy,  ^^ 
supported  his  former  motion  againtt  f^ 
noble  lord,  as  the  first  and  great  ezsnipk 
that  ought  to  be  made  and  brought  forth 
to  the  censure  of  the  House;  that  if  he 
had  succeeded  in  that,  other  geotkaeot 
nearly  as  culpable  as  the  noble  lord,  veit 
intended  to  be  the  objects  of  parlismeDtaiy 
enquiry ;  but  the  House  having  thought 
fit  to  let  the  great  example  escape,  it 
would  be  needless  to  accuse  others  of  Ic^ 
guilt,  and  whc  were  led  on  by  the  force  ot 
3iat  great  example  only. 

The  clause  relating  to  the  restraioisg 
persons  not  belonging  to  the  €oaip*nj> 
from  carrying  on  any  inland  trade,  *<^ 
n}uch  debated,  but  agreed  ta 

The  Commiitee  then  proceeded  tbrouga 
the  remainder  of  the  chuses  witbootw^ 
ther  opposition^  and  agreed  to  report  tm 
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proceedings  to  the  House*  which  was  ac- 
cordingly done,  and  th^  Bill  ordered  to  be 
printed, . 

June  8.  A  Petition  of  lieut.  general 
Robert  Monckton  was  presented  to  the^ 
House*  praying  to  be  nominated  by  par- 
liament to  the  military  department  of  the 
superior  council  in  India« 

The  following  Petition  wasalso presented : 

**  To  the  Hon,  the  Commons  of  Great  Bri- 
tain in  Parliament  assembled. 
««  The  humble  Petition  of  several  pro- 
prietors of  the  East  India  Company 
possessed  of  500/.  or  more,  but  less 
than  1,000/.  of  the  capital  stock  of 
the  said  Company. 
«  Sheweth, 
«<  That  your  petitioners,  by  the  charter 
granted  to  the  East-India  Company  by 
his  late  majesty  king  William,  iand  since 
that  time  repeatedly  recognized  and  con- 
firmed by  several  acts  of  parliament,  in 
consideration  of  many  large  sums  of  money 
lent  and  advanced  by  the  said  Company  to 
the  public,  are  legally  possessed  of  a  right 
of  voting  at  any  general  court  of  the  said 
Companyj  for  the  election  of  directors, 
the  making  of  bye-laws,  or  in  any  other 
matter  relating  to  the  aflairs  or  government 
of  the  said  Company. 

<*  That  notwithstanding  those  sacred  se- 
curities, under  which  they  purchased  their 
respective  shares  in  the  stock  of  the  said 
Company,  your  petitioners  are  astonished 
to  find,  that  by  a  clause  in  the  Bill  now 
depending  in  parliament,  for  establishing 
certain  regulations  for  the  better  manage- 
ment of  the  affairs  of  the  East  India  Com- 
pany, as  well  in  India  as  in  Europe,  they 
arc  to  be  deprived  of  this  right,  and  of 
every  degree  of  influence,  in  the  manage- 
ment  of  so  considerable  a  property,  which 
is  to  be  wholly  transferred  to  such  pro- 
prietors as  are  possessed  of  l,000d.  capital 
stock,  or  more,  under  a  presumption,  that 
the  pernicious  practice  of  splitting  stock 
by  collusive  transfers,  may  be  more  effec- 
tuallyprevented  by  such  a  regulation. 

**  Tnat  notwithstanding  tne  false  and 
groundless  aspersions,  which  have  been 
thrown  out  against  so  great  a  number  of 
your  petitioners,  which  they  trust  this  ho- 
nourable House  will  not  make  a  ground 
of  proceeding  to  affect  their  right,  while 
unsupported  by  evidence,  your  petitioners 
who  are  hmajide  proprietors  in  their  own 
right,  beg  leave  to  represent, 
^l  Tbat  aQpprsoiwciia  beniore  iaterest- 


ed  to  prevent  such  illegal  practice^ 
whereby  their  endeavours  for  the  good  of 
the  Company  are  liable  to  be  defeat^  by 
the  undue  influence  of  a  few  w^thy  pro« 
prietors.  » 

<'  That,  with  a  view  to  this,  the  EasI 
India  Company  petitioned,  parhament  in 
the  year  1767»  that  the  several  proprietor* 
entitled  to  vote  shoulil  be  obliged  to  hcM 
*this  qualification,  at  least,  six  months  be* 
fore  they  should  exercise  that  ricrht;  in 
consequence  of  which  an  act  of  parfiament 
was  made  for  that  purpose. 

'<  That  the  Company,  being  still  fur« 
ther  desirous  to  effectuate  the  purpqses  of 
that  Act,  have,  at  a  general  court  iield  od 

the dav  of  May  last,  directed  an  ap* 

plication  to  be  made  to  pariiament,  for  ex- 
tending the  time prescrioed  by  the  said  Act 
of  the  seventh  ot  his  present  Majesty  firom 
six  to  twelve  months. 

«*  That  your  petitioners,  willing  that 
every  remedy  may  be  applied  to  this 
evil,  are  desirous,  that  all  the  other  pro* 
visions  of  the  said  Bill  now  dependiag  iai 
parliament  for  preventing  collusive  trans- 
fers, except  the  encrease  of  the  qualified*; 
tion  of  the  voters,  which  cannot  answer 
that  purpose,  should  pass  into  a  law ; 
which  provisions,  togetner  with  the  ex^ 
tension  of  the  time  to  twelve  months,  must 
inevitably  put  a  stop  to  that  practicct 
which  has  already  been,  b  a  great  deffree^ 
prevented  by  the  operation  of  the  said  Act 
made  in  1767* 

"  That  the  proposed  encrease  of  the 
qualification  of  the  voters  cannot  in  any 
degree  contribute  to  the  end  desired,  but 
will  rather  facilitate  than  discourage  so 
pernicious  a  practice ;  since  the  splitting 
of  stock  being  confined  to  those  proprie^ 
tors  who  hold  large  ouantities,  it  will  be 
both  easier,  and' attended  with  less  risk  by 
death,  bankruptcy,  or  discovery,  to  place 
their  stock  in  tne  hands  of  half  the  num- 
ber of  persons,  while  their  ioduence  will 
thereby  be  encreased  in  a  very  great  pro- 
portion. 

•<  That  from  thence  it  is  evident,  thai 
the  real  effect  of  this  clause  will  be  the 
thrOwinff  the  power  of  the  Company  into 
the  hands  of  a  few  opulent  men,  while  the 
only  effectual  balance  to  such  an  oligarchy 
by  the  exertion  of  independent  proprietors 
of  moderate  fortunes,  will  be  totally  de* 
stroyed. 

««  That  supposing  it  should  ever  be  the 
intention  of  tne  crown,  or  its  ministers,  to 
exert  an  undue  influence  in  the  manager 
meiit  of  the  Compapy's  afiain^it  is  evideol 
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Huit  inteatioQ  may  be  much  more  easily, 
tfeeted  in  a  smaller  than  in  a  more  nu- 
■tenuw  body* 

•  **  That  uf  oa  the  whole,  your  petitioners 
conceive,  that  the  alteration  now  proposed 
tannot  be  supported  upon  any  principles 
of  expediency,  or  any  just  arguments  re- 
•pectuig  the  purpose  K>r  which  it  professed 
lo  be  intended. 

>  **  Tour  petitioners  therefore  hope  this 
honoorable  House  will  give  thero  leave  to 
be  iieard  by  themselves,  in  support  of 
their  own  le^  rights,  i^ainst  the  said  Bill, 
which  without  consent,  compensation 
teade,  or  charge  of  delinquency  proved, 
deprives  so  great  a  number  of  proprietors 
ef  the  franchises  which  they  have  pur- 
chased under  the  &ith  of  parliament,  and 
has  not  the  excuse  of  puUic  necessity,  or 
oven  iitiiityt  to  palliate  so  violent  an  act.*' 
Two  gentlemen  were  deputed  to  speak 
In  the  Petition,  Mr.  Gordon  and  Mr. 
•Adair-:  the  former  delivered  his  objections 
to  tiie  clause  in  the  Bill  which  fixes  the 
a^bt  of  qualification  to  IfiOOl.  They 
were  ordered  to  withdraw,  and  the  follow- 
iaflrmotion  was  made,  and  question  put : 
t*  That  it  does  not  appear  to  this  House, 
that  the  proprietors  or6(M.  capital  stock, 
ia^'the  united  company  of  merchants  of 
Sngland  trading  to  the  East  Indies,  have 
been  guilty  of  any  delinouency  in  the  ex- 
ercise of  their  charter  rignts,  according  to 
the  several  acts  of  parliament  made  in  that 
behalf.''  .  The  previous  question  was  put, 
whether  that  question  should  be  put,  and 
it  passed  in  the  negative.    The  above  two 

gmtlemen  were  again  called  in,  and  spoke 
r  a  considerable  time.  Afterwards  the 
Slouse  proceeded  to  read  over  the  several 
amendments;  and  when  they  came  to  that 

tart  of  the  Bill  respectmg  the  500L  stock- 
blders,  a  long  debate  arose,  whether 
tfiOOL  should  be  inserted  instead  thereof. 
TheiHouse  divided,  Ayes  12S,  Noes  48. 

A  second  division  was  occasioned  by 
Mr.  Dempster's  proposal,  in  the  clause  re-  ; 
lative  to  the  appointing  of  chief  justice  ! 
inftjudges,  that  tliey  should  be  nommated,  I 
feainffibarristers  of  not  less  than  five  years 
afanding.  Mr.  Dempster  further  proposed 
adding,  after  the  word  'barristers,'  <  or 
9iemberf  of  the  fiiculty  of  advocates  in 
flcotlaqd.'  iPhis  di^ew  up  Mr.  Whitworth, 
wbo  thought  it  vevjr  hard  that  the  Irish 
alone  should  be  excfuded ;  and  just  asthe 
H^use  we«e  going  to  agiree  to  Mr.  Demp- 
ifer^s  proposition,  Mr.  Wittworth  moved, 
tbtttbe'barristers  of  Ireland  might  also  be 
taolttiid. '  Dr.3Mr«U  tfao  wished,  that 


the  civil  law  doetors  of  England  mf ght  not 
be  esefaided,  but  that  they  might  be  joioei 
with  the  Scotch  advocates  in  Mr.  Demp- 
ster's question ;  the  whole  of  which  being 
to  be  put,  lord  Folkstone  and  Mr.  Whit- 
worth desired  it  might  be  divided,  sod  the 
sense  of  the  Hduse  taken  separately  upos 
each.  AoconiMngly  the  first  question  vu 
put  upon  the  words  Englana  or  Ireland, 
which  pa%ied  in  the  affirmative  without  a 
division.  The  Speaker  then  pat  the  other 
part  of  the  question  relative  to  the  adro- 
cates  of  Scotland,  together  with  Dr.  Bur- 
rell's  question  of  the  civil  law,  which  he 
had  desired  might  be  added  to  Mr.  Denp- 
ster's  motion ;  upon  which  the  House  di- 
vided, that  those  words  stand  part  of  the 
clause;  Noes  193,  Ayea  6. 

After  which  the  House  went  throagh 
the  amendment,  and  made  some  immate- 
rial alte.rations  in  the  body  of  the  Bill,  one 
of  whidi  was  by  filling  up  the  blank  for 
the  governor-general  and  council,  hd 
NorUi  got  up  and  proposed  Warren  Hat- 
ings,  esq.  to  be  first  governor-general,  to^ 
lieut.  general  John  Clavering,  Hon.  Geo. 
Monson,  Richard  Barwell,  esq.  and  PhOip 
Francis,  esq.  as  the  four  counsellors.  IM 
North  recommended  Mr.  Hastings,  as  a 
person  to  whom  nobody  would  object;  be 
was  at  present  in  the  first  department  in 
India.  The  blank  was  then  filled  up  vi^ 
his  name,  without  any  debate.  Ufx»  bii 
lordship's  proposing  lieutenant  generi) 
Clavennff,  Mr,  T.  Townsbend  ToseM 
said  he  should  move  the  previous  qucstioo 
upon  that,  and  take  the  sense  of  the  Hoose; 
that  he  had  no  objections  to  general  Cli* 
vering;  that  he  was  a  man  of  a  greitiM 
eminent  character,  and  very  fit  for  the 
employment ;  but  he  was  much  sorpiiscd 
not  to  hear  his  lordship  make  mention  ot 
a  persbn  who  had  that  day  presented  a 
petition  to  the  House,  whose  merit  lo 
every  instance  was  equal  to  that  of  genf 
ral  Clavering,  and  whose  services  to  h» 
country  this  House  had  already  relurocj 
him  thanks  twice  for ;  that  his  merit  stood 
deeply  engraven  on  the  page  of  the  Joonww 
and  that  m  the  petiticm  he  had  that  daf 
presented,  his  wounds  that  he  had  received 
m  the  cause  of  his  country  were  bleediDJ 
afresh ;  that  he  had  a  title  to  be  nominrtw 
in  this  Bill  as  one  of  the  council  for  '^ 
dia,  by  having  been  once  appointed  bvtw 
directors,  arid  approved  of  by  hisM^j^V* 
that  this  surely  was  a  possession  of  |»we» 
which  might  at  least  recomm^d  him  » 
this  Hpuse,  to  consider  and  ^^^^^ 
services.    ;He  ^Aeervcd,  ftat  the  iwW 
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lord  hftd  thought  it  iocumbent  upon  him 
to  make  an  apology  to  the  House  for  not 
nominating  Mr.  Rumbdd,  who  was  under 
the  same  predicament  as  general  Monck- 
ton  Shaving  been  formerly  nominated  by 
the  airectors),  but  had  been  totally  silent 
as  to  general  Monckton ;   that  it  was  in  a 
degree  casting  a  censure  upon  the  con- 
duct of  general  Monckton  by  being  silent 
upon  such  an  occasion,  especially  when 
hia  petition  lay  upon  the  table  to  remind 
the  noble  lord  of  his  application  for  such 
an  appointment.    Lord  Noi:th  got  up,  and 
said  that  the  merits  of  general  Monckton 
were  very  great;  that  he  honoured  and 
esteemed  him  as  a  man,  and  that  he  was 
deserving  of  every  great  character  that 
could  be  given  him ;    that  the  reason  why 
he  mentioned  Mr.  Rumbold  was,  because 
he  had  had  some  conversation  with  him 
some  time  ago ;  in  which  Mr.  Rumbold 
had  told  him,  that  as  Mr.  Hastings  was  to 
be  governor  general,  he  could  not  think 
of  accepting    any   other   employ  under 
that;  and  that  he  desired  him  to  men- 
tion the  same  to  the  House  if  his  lord- 
ship  thought  proper.    He  observed   to 
the  House,  that  he  did  not  wilfully  neg- 
lect the  mention  of  an  apology  concern- 
ing general   Monckton   to   the   House, 
and  that  he  ventured  to  say  that  there  was 
another  line  of  preferment  that  was  in  agi- 
tation for  general  Monckton,  and  made  no 
manner  of  doubt  but  that   his  services 
would  be  soon  amply  and  sufficiently  re- 
warded; that  the.  person  tliat  he  had  pro- 
posed, he  would  answer  to  the  House,  was 
unexceptionable  in  every  part  of  his  cha- 
racter;  and  as  such  he   proposed  him. 
AAer  some    altercation  concerning  the 
pretensions  of  these  two  generals,  whose 
merit  all  in  the  House  seemed  to  allow  to 
be  equally  great,  a  division  happened  upon 
the  previous  question,   whether  general 
Ciavering's  name  should  fill  up  the  blank, 
or  give  way,  in  order  to  insert  that  of  ge- 
neral Monckton ;  Ayes  115,  Noes  W ;  so 
that  the  blank  was  filled  up  with  the  words 
lieutenant  general  John  Clavering.    The 
other  blanks  were  filled  up  without  de- 
bate with  the  names  of  the  hon.  Geor^ 
Monson,  Richard   Harwell,   and    Philip 
Francis,  esqrs.    Mr.  Dempster  intebded  to 
moTe  an  address  to  his  Majesty,  to  shew 
soaie  mark  of  his  favour  to  general  Monck- 
ton, but  lord  North  assured  him  that  he 
believed  it  was  unnecessary ;  for  that  his 
Majes^  had  his  services  much  at  heartland 
he  naade  no  manner  of  doubt  of  their  be- 
Ing  attended  witib  a  proper  reward ;  that 
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his  deserts  were  much  known  and  esteem- 
ed, and  no  opportunity  would  be  neglected 
to  promote  general  Monckton  ;  and  that 
he  would  be  considered  here  as  well  as 
elsewhere. — The  House  then  agreed  with 
the  Report  of  the  Committee,  and  ordered 
the  Bill  to  be  engrossed. 

June  10.  The  Bill  was  read  a  third 
time.  Upon  tlie  question  being  put  that 
it  do  pass, 

Mr.  DowdetfooeU  rose,  and  entered  deeply 
into  the  different  parts  of  it,  explainmg 
the  principles  upon  which  it  was  framed, 
and  the  objects  to  which  it  leads.  He  ob* 
jected  principally,  that  the  governor 
and  council  were  to  be  appointed  by  par- 
liament and  continue  to  obey  the  direc- 
tions of  the  Company  at  home.  He  ob- 
jected much  to  the  directors  being  to  be 
chosen  for  the  term  of  four  years,  which 
was  a  kind  of  permanency  that  made  them 
in  a  manner  independent  of  the  proprie- 
tors, who  were  their  masters ;  that  parlia«* 
ment  had  deprived  1,200  voters  of  their 
right,  which  amounted  to  an  absolute  dis-* 
firanchisement.  He  also  objected  to  the 
nomination  of  the  officers  of  justice  being 
left  in  the  hands  of  the  crown ;  for  thougl 
it  was  true  that  the  crown  was  the  fbun- 
tain  of  justice,  yet  in  this  instance  the 
Company  were  so  immediately  concerned, 
that  they  might  have  as  well  had  the 
power  to  nominate  these  officers  of  justice^ 
to  be  approved  of  by  the  three  cmie&  in 
Westmmster  ha}l ;  and  that  he  firmly  be- 
lieved that  method  would  procure  men 
fitter  for  the  service,  than  those  that  were 
now  to  be  appointed  by  the  crown  through 
the  ministers  recommendation.  Heagre^, 
that  there  were  many  clauses  in  the  Bill 
that  were  very  good  ones ;  at  the  same 
time,  there  were  also  many  of  a  very  bad 
nature ;  that  common  fame,  was  the  only 
ground  on  which  this  Bill  was  framed; 
that  though  it  might  be  sufficient  for  an 
enquiry,  yet  it  was  not  so  for  an  accusa- 
tion. He  went  through  the  various  parts^ 
of  the  Bill,  complainmg  greatlVf  that  it 
was  framed  upon  no  ground  of  delinquen- 
cy or  necessity ;  that  all  it  could  pretend 
to  have  for  its  foundation,  was  policy  and 
expediency. 

The  Hon.  John  St.  J^hn^  said : 

Sir;  I  rise  for  the  first  time  in  this 
House,  and  I  must  beg  the  indulgence  of 
it  for  a  few  minutes ;  but  I  cannot  sit  still 
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when  I  hear  sach  areuttaents  advaDced, 
founded,  in  my  humble  opinion,  upon  no 
principle  at  all.  The  several  provisions, 
Sir,  of  this  Bill  have  been  deemed  arbi- 
trsLvy  and  violent,  and  not  fomided  opon 
delinquency ;  I,  for  my  part.  Sir,  will  lay 
delinquency  totallv  out  of  the  question, 
and  think  that  policy  alone  is  sufficient  for 
the  regulations  in  this  Bill.  I  am  sure 
that  gentlemen  who  entertain  ideas  of  ar- 
bitrary proceedings  in  this  Bill,  cannot 
have  thoroughly  read  it,  or  understood  the 
ground  on  which  it  is  framed.  Supposing 
that  no  delinquency  had  ever  been,  yet, 
Sir,  it  is  ^e  duty  of  this  House  to  melio- 
rate the  charter,  and  I  am  certain  thttt 
charges  of  delinquency  may  be  collected 
from  the  Report  upon  the  talble,  where  it 
win  be  found,  that  the  council  and  ser- 
vants d>road  have  entered  into  contracts 
to  disobey  the  orders  of  the  directors. 
Surely,  Sir,  it  is  necessary  to  alter  Ifhe 
powers,  and  grant  the  execution  of  them 
to  others,  where  the  good  intent  and 
meaning  of  charters  have  been  frustrated, 
and  made  use  of  to  the  detriment  of  flie 
public ;  but  I  hope,  Sir,  delinquency  will 
not  be  considered  as  materiali  where  po- 
licy and  necessity  demand  a  nteasure ;  and 
I  hope  this  House  will  not  be  l6d  aside  to 
think  the  validity  of  chartered  rights  is  to 
be  held  so  sacred  f»  not  to  be  altered  or 
amended  when  it  is  ibr  the  good  of  the 
public.  There  is  a  great  distinction  be- 
tween chartered  rights  {[ranted  by  parlia- 
ment, and  those  rights  originally  and  con- 
ttitutionaUy  derived :  the  one  may  be  al- 
tered and  changed  by  the  same  power 
that  granted  it,  liaving  in  view  the  object 
of  public  reformation :  the  latter  is  more 
sacred,  and  from  its  constkutional  and  na- 
tural existence,  is  grounded  on  a  right  to- 
tally different.  This  charter  never  could 
have  existed  without  the  interference  of 
parliament,  and  therefore  ought  to  conti- 
nue alterable  and  changeabte  under  the 
eontrouling  eye  and  wisdom  of  parfiament. 
When  this  charter  was  granted,  neither 
parliament  nor  the  Companyiiad  the  least 
idea  of  its  being  to  be  extended  over  such 
immense  territory,  more  populous  and  ex- 
tensive than  the  mother  country  itself.:— 
He  then  repeated  the  several  heads  of 
cofnplaint  against  the  Bill ;  in  every  ope 
of  which  he  totally  disagreed,  as  they  did 
not  appear  to  him  to  be  replete  wida  the 
inconveniencies  attributed  to  them. 

Mr.  Hans  Stanley^  after  answering  Mr. 
Dowdeswell  in  many  of  the  instances 
which  he   had  aUeged  as  prerjudidal  to 


the  Bill,  contended  strbngly,  that  the  Bil 
was  not  as  had  been  represented  by  tbit 
hen.  member*  He  read  a  letter  wiiich 
Mr.  Dovi'deaweli  had  quoted  from  an  ex- 
tract,  whidi  contained  an  optnion  of  lord 
Ohatham,  in  a  letter  to  him  whea  abroad, 
eoncetning  the  possessions  in  India,  whe- 
ther they  were  expressed  to  belong  to  the 
Company  or  to  die  state*  As  Mr. 
Dowdeswell  had  stated  by  that  extract, 
tihat  they  belonged  to  the  Cowpany  and 
not  to  the  state,  from  the  letter  itielf, 
which  Mr.  Stanley  read,  they  werestatedv 
British  conquests ;  and  in  another  part  of 
the  letter,  speaking  of  the  cession  to  be 
mtide  between  the  two  East  India  Com« 
ponies,  the  terms  were  used,  that  such 
eesfiffons  w6\AA  be  great  gaitts  to  Fiance. 
Mr.  Dowdeswell  had  laid  great  stress  opoo 
this  opinion  of  lord  Chatham,  wMch  it  ap- 
peared from  the  words  of  the  letter  hid 
been  misstated  from  an  fncorreet  cop?. 

Mr.  Edmund  Burke  get  up  next,  and 
made  an  apoiogy  to  the  Houae  for  his 
having  been  silent  hitbeito  conoernAg 
thismomenteasbttstfiess;  he,  for  bis  part, 
had  looked  upon  all  true  argument  either 
to  be  lost  to  liie  House,  or  be  was  aot 
able  to  understand  any  that  bad  beco 
urged  in  favour  of  tiie  Bill :  be  looked 
upon  aH  harangue  and  eloquence,  whes  it 
could  do  no  gc^od,  to  be  puerile;  sod 
after  having  made  an  aptslogy  for  hit 
silence  upon  the  subject,  lie  said  he  vii 
detmnined  now  to  break  it,  and  disdose 
to  the  House  his  opinion,  lest  such  t 
silence  should  be  construed  a  derelictiw 
of  the  cause ;  that  he  would  now  begio  to 
take  a  bird*s-eve  view  of  the  whole  bos- 
ness.  He  condemned  the  appoiatmest  of 
the  Secret  and  Select  Committees,  vbich 
he  called  the  two  great  luminaries  that 
were  to  guide  the  House,  and  coodort 
them  through  the  storm  into  which  they  had 
driven  themselves.  He  said  that  the  two 
Resolutions  which  die  House  had  cook 
to  l!he  first  night,  hung  «ver  the  Hoo^ 
like  the  ragg^  remains  6f  a  scaffold  i 
folly  after  the  building  was  tumbled  ;jd)^ 
he  should  rather  impute  all  these  prooee^  | 
ings  to  impolicy  than  injustioe;  neither  <» 
the  committees,  said  he,  have  been  of  anj 
use,  especially  the  secret  committee;  ff 
you  ought  at  least  to  have  proceeded  a 
some  shape  or  other,  upon  some  groondi 
whether  bad  or  good,  which  their  W>oc»  j 
had  laid  before  you,  and  which  wooW  hare  | 
at  least  shewn  a  decent  regard  to  them; 
although  what  had  hitherto  been  do«» 
had  been  done  on  the  strength  of  caa* 
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mon  fame ;  that  common  fame,  it  was  true, 
migbt  sei  tho  enijuiry  aa  foot,  but  could 
nev&r  bav«  sufficieot  ground  for  accusa- 


fasty  but  at  (be  end  of  tbe  dpy  would  prove 
to  be  a  very  bad  supper. 

He  observed,  that  lord  North  had  said, 
that  he  would  not  be  ^nsnrendik  for  the 
policy  and  wisdom  of  these  proceedings, 
but  for  the  necessity  of  (bem.  Hje  begged 
leave  to  inform  the  House,  that  he  wcmld 
not  also ;  but  that  if  any  person  was  an- 
swerabkt  b0  doubt  the  noble  lord  nuut 
staad  to  the  charge;  he  could  not  see 
throughout  the  whole  of  the  Bill,  that  that 
grim  tyrant  nocessitv,  liad  ^y  share  or 
concern  in  the  disfranchisement  of  the 
prq)rietor«  of  India  stock  in  this  Bill; 
that  there  was  no  delinquency  that  could 
be  charged  upoA  the  500^.  proprietor,  nor 
could  he  be  guilty  of  splitting  of  votes; 
that  by  this  Bill  the  House  had  punished 
the  man  wha  could  not  split  stock,  and  re* 
warded  ^e  man  who  could;  that  the 
Bill  cherished  the  guilty,  and  punished 
the  innocent :  he  believed  that  mischiefs 
had  happened  by  splitting  of  votes  as 
stated  in  the  preamble  to  the  Bill;  but  in 
thiaiustaoce  the  House  laid  hold  of  the 
bona  fide  proprietor  by  the  throat,  and 
itrangled  him  beoause  he  was  not  guilty ; 
that  the  House  ought  to  answer  ror  tLe 
loss  of  those  proprietors,  whose  abilities 
had  perhaps  bitherto  guided  and  conduct- 
ed  the  affairs  of  the  IiMia  Company,  which 
he,  in  his  opinion,  deemed  not  improperly 
managed :  not  tliat  the  abuses  complainea 
of,  either  al  home  or  abroad,  were  exist- 
ing in  the  manner  represented ;  and  thai 
the  only  proper  check  that  would  be  found 
sufficient  for  the  regulation  of  ]ndia  af* 
^  were  those  democratic  abiUties  from 
those  proprietors,  which  bv  this  Bill  were 
going  to  be  excluded;  that  the  House 
had  refused  to  appoint  men  of  that  great 
<^aracter  for  ability  and  knowled^,  both 
civil  and  military,  to  conduct  those  ai&irs 
in  India*  A  man  who  had  rendered  such 
evident  services  to  this  country,  and  who 
l»d  received  the  thanks  of  the  House, 
^1  by  a  vote  of  it,  been  excluded  from 
^  reward  which  he  ought  to  have  bad,  and 
t  pre£eraDc«  whidi  ought  to  have  been 
Siten  him,  t^  have  assisted  in  the  conduct 
ttd  dlreetioa  of  Uie  affairs  of  India  in  the 
[council  abroad.  By  this  vote  they  had 
rendered  the  memory  of  his  services  null 
uid  void;  but  the  monument  of  general 
VVolfe  would  opeft  its  marble  jawii  and 
S^ve  you  here  the  lie. 


He  said,  that  tlie  House  had  created 
veiy  few  i^ew  powers,  or  new  instructors 
or  instruction^,  notwithstanding  they  had 


tion ;  that  it  might  be  sf  very  good  ^ak-    blackiened  in  the  [)reamble  without  cause. 


those  who  had  hitherto  acted;  for  they 
had  still  continued  Mr.  Hastings,  Mr. 
Barwell,  and  Mr,  Monson;  that  he  was^ 
glad  to  find  that  these  men,  though  black* 
ened  in  the  preamble,  fair  again  in  the 
body  of  the  Bill.  He  observed,  that  this 
Bill  was  not,  nor  could  not  be  8U]pporte4 
by  fair  and  solid  arguments  from  its  pro- 
motersi  but  was  lil^  a  foot-ball  kept  up 
between  heayeu  and  earth  by  the  buffets 
it  received ;  that  they  were  eudeavouriog 
to  regulate  thinffs  by  this  Bill,  which  b  % 
abort  time  would  regulate  tliemselves  by 
the  same  powers  that  luid  governed  tha( 
country  hitherto  well,  and  were  likely  tq 
gpvern  it  better ;  that  if  the  House  would 
but  allow  a  short  time,  these  disorders, 
few  as  they  were,  would  be  able  to  correct 
themselves;  that  the  Company  surely  ha4 
done  great  thiR^  and  would  still  do 
gTjeater,  if  thev  were  suffered  to  g9  on* 
He  observed,  that  the  appointment  o£  the 
chief  justice  and  judges  was  lodged  in  the 
King,  but  that  he  could  see  no  reason  for 
that,  unless  metaphors  in  discourse  were 
become  the  solid  grounds  of  argument; 
and  that  the  only  reason  the  House  had 
given  for  such  appointment,  was  from  the 
common  phrase,  that  the  king  was  the 
fountain  of  justice ;  he  was  sorry  to  say, 
that  this  Bill  was  forced  in  at  the  end 
of  a  fatiguing  session,  by  the  unfortunate 
words  *  do  something  ;*  that  the  principle 
of  it  was  an  infrioffement  of  national  right, 
national  faith,  ana  national  justice. 

Sir  W,  Meredith  spoke  next  upon  the 
principle  of  right  which  this  country  had 
to  controul  the  mismanagement  in  India 
affiiirs;  he  said,  that  those  who  gave  en- 
couragement to  the  excesses  of  that  coun- 
try would  be  found  to  be  the  sure  enemy 
of  this. 

Mr.  Charles  Fox  said  he  was  glad  to 
find  that  the  only  man  who  had  opposed 
this  Bill  upon  principle,  was  the  boo. 
member  (^lr•  Burke),  that  he  had  indeed 
spoken  with  great  art,  and  so  long,  that 
he  had  never  once  thought  of  mentioning 
the  debt  of  the  Corapai:^,  or  their  bank* 
ruptcy ;  that  he  was  the  onl^  one  who  had 
carried  any  degree  of  consistency  in  his 
opposition ;  for  he  thought  that  the  direc- 
tors at  home  had  done  nothing  wrong  or 
improper;  that  the  council  abroad  had 
managed  every  thing  well,  and  as  it  ought 
tp  be ;  and  fhtX  thiere  waa  no  abuse  of 
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povirer,  either  at  home  or  abroad;  that 
upon  these  principles,  if  he  believed  them 
to  be  true,  toe  hon.  member  was  certainly 
consistent  in  his  opposition  to  the  Bill 
throughout,  as  being  both  improper  and 
nugatory. 

Lord  John  Cavendish  spoke  a  few 
words  in  answer  to  Mr.  Fox  against  the 
Bill. 

Lord  North  said,  that  it  was  the  almost 
vnanimous  concurrence  of  the  House  to 
pass  the  Bill :  that  he  had  been  accused 
of  not  approving  of  it  himself,  by  an  hon. 
member  who  spoke  lately  in  the  debate ; 
he  did  assure  him,  that  he  thoroughly  ap- 
proved of  it ;  that  he  believed  the  Bill  was 
necessary  in  every  instance ;  that  it  car- 
ried with  it  animadversions  on  criminals, 
alterations  of  officers,  regulations  of  va- 
rious kinds ;  and  that  it  was  not  a  single 
reflation  that  would  'secure  Bengal  to 
this  country:  that  if  this  Bill  passed, 
though  it  did  not.  perhaps  afford  a  com- 
plete reformation,  yet  it  began  a  correc- 
tion of  those  evils,  which  future  informa- 
tion might  comolete.  He  observed,  that 
he  had  taken  a  Dird's-eye  view,  as  the  hon. 
member  had  expressed  himself,  over  the 
whole :  ^  and  that  indeed,  when  he  first 
saw  it,  it  was  a  wild,  unpleasant  prospect 
•f  violence,  fraud,  faction  in  general 
courts,  collusive  votes  obtained,  and  other 
enormities,  which  required  a  controul  and 
regulation  to  put  this  commercial  Company 
in  a  rich  ana  flourishing  state ;  that  he 
was  convinced  he  was  a  friend  to  the 
Company,  and  that  no  personal  abuse 
should  deter  him  from  pursuing  the  true 
interest  of  it;  that  the  creditors  of  the 
Company  should  never  be  alarmed,  for  they 
should  be  secured,  as  a  re-establishment 
of  the  Company's  affiiirs  was  the  chief  ob- 
ject of  his  heart.  The  noble  lord  then 
shewed,  that  it  had  been  customary  for 
parliament  to  regulate  and  controul  the 
chartered  powers  of  other  companies,  such 
as  those  of  Turkey,  Russia,  and  others ; 
that  the  controuliog  powers  of  regulating 
chartered  rights  alone  belonged  to  the 
public;  and  that  he  never  wished  the 
House,  or  any  person  whatever,  to  take 
away  the  profitable  part  of  charters,  but 
only  to  regulate  the  executive  power.  If 
the  measures  proposed  were  not  thorough- 
ly the  remedy  of  those  evils  that  were  now 
existing,  the  House  might  still  go  on  to 
correct  and  amend  by  future  regulations. 
Throughout  the  whole  of  his  speech  he 
shewed  great  abilities,  and  a  strong  desire 
)o  pot  (£b  a&irs  of  the  East  India  Com- 


pany upon  a  solid,  fair,  firm  footing;  iomI 
that  he  wished  them  to  become  a  rich, 
flourishing,  and  commercial  Compaoj. 

The  House  divided  upon  the  quotioD, 
That  this  Bill  do  pass.  The  Yete  went 
forth. 

Tellers. 

Y^^*;Mr.  Cooper      -    -    -    V^^ 
xT^.o  '  I  Mr.  Cavendish  -    -    -    1   pi 
^^^^Mr.  Hussejr      -    -    -  .K^ 
So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative :  anil 
that  the  title  be,  <*  An  Act  forestablishiDg 
certain  regulations  for  the  better  nlanag^ 
ment  of  the  afbirs  of  the  East  India  Com- 
pany, as  well  in  India  aa  in  Europe." 

Proceedings  in  the  Lords  on  the  EaA 
India  Companif*s  R^ulaiion  Biii.']  June 
10.  The  Bill' for  establishing  certain  R^ 
gulattons  for  the  better  ManagemeDt  of 
the  Afiairs  of  the  East  India  Company 
being  brought  from  the  Commons,  tbe 
Duke  of  Richmond  moved,  <'  That  a 
Conference  be  desired  with  tlie  Coomoiu 
upon  the  subject  matter  of  the  said  Bill." 
This  was  strongly  .opposed  bs  an  unneco- 
sary  application,  ana  what  might  lead  tiNm 
into  a  tedjous  delay  of  the  busmesi.  After 
this  question  had  been  debated  for  a  con- 
siderable time,  the  House  divided:  Coo- 
tente  12— Not  Contents  S9. 

Then  the  following  motion  was  made 
by  his  grace,  **  That  a  Message  be  seat 
to  the  House  of  Commons  to  desire  that 
they  will  communicate  to  this  House  tbe 
several  Reports  relative  to  the  iiSun  d 
the  East  India  Company,  whidi  ha^^ 
been  made  to  the  House  of  Commons  bf 
the  several  Committees  appointed  by  that 
House,  in  this  and  in  tbe  last  seasion  of 
parliament,  for  the  purpose  of  enquiriof 
into  the  nature,  state,  and  condition,  of 
the  East  India  Company,  and  of  tbe  Bri- 
tish aflbirs  in  the  feast  Indies;  together 
with  a  list  of  the  names  of  the  witnen^ 
that  have  been  examined  by  the  aid 
House,  or  any  of  the  said  committeea  re* 
lative  to  the  affiurs  of  the  said  Cmnpanj; 
and  of  all  charters,  petitions,  aocountt, 
letters,  and  other  papers  respectiog  tbi 
same,  which  have  been  produced  to  tba 
said  House,  or  any  of  toe  said  cooinit- 
tees;  and  also  copies  of  aU  such  ReaoJo* 
tions  as  the  said  House  may  have  come  to 
in  amvwise  concerning  the  said  Compuiy; 
and  all  other  evidences,  facts,  or  ntftteit 
whatsoever  upon  which  the  said  Ho«* 
has  proceeded,  as  a  ground  for  fU^ 
the  said  Bill/'  ^ 
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Which  being  objected  to :  the  question 
was  put  thereupon.  It  was  resolved  in  the 
negative. 

Then  it  was  moved,  **  That  a  Message 
be  sent  to  the  House  of  Commons,  to  de- 
sire that  they  wili  communicate  to  this 
House  the  several  Reports  relative  to  the 
a£&irs  of  the  East  India  Company,  which 
have  been  madet  to  the  House  of  Com- 
mons by  the  several  Committees  appointed 
by  that  House  in  this  and  the  last  session 
of  parliament,  for  the  purpose  of  enquiring 
into  the  nature,  state,  ana  conditidn  of  the 
East  India  Company,  and  of  the  British 
affairs  in  the  East  Indies." 

Which  being  objected  to,  as  contrary 
to  order :  it  was  moved,  <*  To  adjourn  to 
Monday  next.'*  The  same  was  agreed 
to,  and  ordered  accordingly. 

Proieit  against  the  East  India  Regitla* 
Hon  Bill.']      The  following  Protest  was 
entered  on  the  Journals : 
**  Dissentient' 

'<  1st,  Because  a  Bill  evidently  taking 
away,  without  consent  or  compensation, 
several  rights  and  privileges  now  enjoyed 
bj  a  great  corporate  body,  purchased  for 
a  valuable  consideration,  and  confirmed 
by  the  most  solemn  sanctions  of  parlia- 
mentary fiuth,  can  be  justified  only  by  such 
delinquency  as  incurs  a  forfeiture  of  those 
rights,  or  bv  such  evident  and  urgent  ne- 
cessity as  admits  of  no  method  consistent 
with  the  charter  of  the  Company,  for  the 
immediate  preservation  of  those  objects 
for  which  the  corporation  was  formed. 
The  evidence  therefore  of  such  delin- 
quency, or  such  necessity,  depending  es- 
sentially on  matters  of  fact  and  record,  it 
IS  impossible  for  peers  to  proceed  on  this 
business  in  a  proper  manner,  while  they 
are  unfurnished  with  that  information, 
which  it  was  our  duty  to  demand,  and 
which  it  was  the  disposition  of  the  House 
to  refuse. 

**  2dly,  Because  the  House  of  Com- 
mons had  appointed  committees  to  exa- 
mine into  the  state  and  condition  of  the 
East  India  Company,  and  have  from  them 
rcceired  several  Reports  previous  to  the 
bringing  in  this  BilL  A  previous  course 
of  the  same  kind  is  equally  necessary  in 
this  House ;  nor  is  it  enough  for  lords  to 
be  iiifi»rmed  from  common  conversation 
that  other  men  have  done  their  duty,  as  a 
reason  for  neglecting  ours.  This  House, 
nevertheless,  (in  conformity  to  its  late 
method  of  proceeding,  but  in  direct  con- 
^Eadictioa  to  the  uniform  practice  and 


principle  of  bett^  times),  has  wholly  de« 
dinea  to  make  any  enquiry  into  this  im- 
portant and  delicate  subject ;  though  such 
enquhy  had  been  strongly  recommended 
from  the  throne  at  the  opening  of  this 
session.  We  conceive  that  those  who  ad- 
vised that  speech  were  obliged,  as  well 
from  consistency  as  from  respect  to  the 
crown,  to  have  been  early  in  moving  a 
proper  enquiry ;  and  not  to  have  opposed 
It  even  when  a  Bill  from  the  other  House 
had,  in  common  decency,  rendered  it  at 
length  indispensable.  Not  content  with 
this  n^lect  of  duty,  and  contempt  of  hk 
Majesty's  recommendation,  a  conference 
with  the  Commons  was  also  refiised ;  by 
which,  however  imperfectly,  the  inatten- 
tion of  the  Peers  might  have  been  reme* 
died  bv  the  diligeoce  of  the  other  House: 
and  when  a  concession  was  made,  that  the 
Reports  of  the  Committees  of  the  House 
of  Commons  should  be, laid  before  us^  on 
condition  of  their  not  being  read  by  the 
clerk,  this  small  concession  of  imperfect 
information  was  immediately  withdrawn ; 
and  the  House  resolved  to  proceed  alto* 
gether  in  the  dark.  We  cannot  reflect, 
without  the  utmost  humiliation,  on  the 
total  revolution  which  has  happened  in 
the  sentiments  and  conduct  of  this  House, 
within  so  short  a  time  as  since  the  year 
1720,  when  the  Lords,  in  considering  the 
affairs  of  the  South  Sea  Company,  ex- 
erted the  greatest  diligence  through  the 
whole  of  a  ver^  long  session,  in  a  strict 
parliamentary  mquisiUon  into  facts,  be- 
fore they  thought  themselves  authorized 
to  resort  to  an  extraordinary  use  of  the 
legislative  powers* 

**  Sdly,  Because,  we  conceive  that  the 
reason  of  dispatch  assigned  for  this  refusal 
of  all  sorts  of  information  to  be  unworthy 
the  legislative  and  the  judicial  character 
of  the  House.  We  are  persuaded  that, 
invested  as  we  are,  with  a  public  trust  of 
the  highest  importance,  we  ought,  in  all 
cases,  to  postpone  our  amusements  to  our 
duties ;  and  are  bound  to  measure  our 
consideration  of  the  affiurs  before  us,  not 
by  the  season  of  the  year,  but  by  the  na- 
ture of  the  business.  In  the  year  17^ 
the  Lords  had  a  eonference  with  the  Com- 
mons, which  began  in  July,  and  did  not 
end  till  the  25th  of  that  month.  If  we 
onee  admit  the  advanced  period  of  the 
session  as  a  reason  of  refusing  to  ourselves 
every  information  required  by  the  case^ 
the  Commons  have  it  in  their  power  to 
peclude  the  House  from  the  exercise  of 
Its  deliberative  ci^Mcity ;  they  have  hop 
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thiaf  more  to  do,  than  to  keep  businesf 
of  importance  nslil  the  aummer  is  ad« 
vaneedy  and  then  the  delay  in  that  Home 
is  to  be  assigned  as  a  safficoent  ground  for 
a^precipitate  acquiescence  in  this.  Our 
predecessors,  in  this  House  were  so  well 
aware  of  the  use  which,  in  future  times, 
might  be  made  of  such  a  practice  of  the 
Commons,  and  such  an  argument  drawn 
from  it  here,  that  they  ha^e  expressly 
condemned  both'  the  practice  imd  argu* 
sneot  by  our  standing  order,  Die  Martis, 
5^  Maii  1668  ;  which  standing  order  we 
insert  in  this  protest,  diat  it  xamy  appear, 
that  in  this  obstinate  refusal  of  sucn  an 
enquiry  as  the  sid»iect  called  for,  the 
House  has  trespassed  as  much  against  its 
own  rules  of  proceeding,  as  against  the 
general  rights  and  privileges  of  the  people. 

'<  *  Upon  report,  inade  by  the  LK>rd 
Charobenain,  from  the  committee  of  the 
whole  House,  concerning  the  Bill,  for 
raising  310,000/.  by  an  imposition  on 
wines,  and  other  liquors ;  that  in  regard 
the  said  Bill  being  very  long,  and  consist* 
Hig  of  many  paragraphs,  came  from  the 
House  of  Commons  so  near  the  time  of 
adjournment,  he  was  commanded  to  re^ 
port  it  98  the  opiniont  of  the  committee, 
that  it  might  be  entered  into  U>e  Journal 
book  of  this  House,  tliat  there  be  no  such 
argument  hereafter  used  in  this  House,  as 
was  upon  this  Bill,  (of  ^ortness  of  time 
for  the  passing  of  Bills  )j  to  precipitate  the 
passing  thereof,  bat  that  due  consideration 
may  be  had  hereafter  accotding  to  the 
course  of  pariiaments.  The  Lords  spiritual 
and  temporal,  in  parliament  assembled, 
agreed  with  the  report  made  from  the 
commKtee,  and  ordered  tliat  this  order  be 
Added  to  the  roll  of  standing  ordecis  of  this 
House/ 

"  4thly,  Because  we  think,  that  having 
Injected  the  ancient,  reasonafaie,  and  par* 
liamentary  mode  of  proceeding,  the  maxim 
estaiilidied  in  its  phKse  is  dangerous  and 
irrationaL  We  do  constantly  deny  that 
what  is  comaioidy  called  public  notoriety 
(which  is  in  reality  no  better  thaa  com- 
mon rumour)  is,  or  can  be  a  ground  for 
,aay  act  whidh  may  conclusivdy  impair, 
much  less  wiiolly  take  away,  any  one  of 
the  rights  of  the  subject;  such  supposed 
notoriety,  being  fimueotlv  uncertain  in  its 
foondation,  generally  under  the  influenoe 
^  violent  passions,  and  entirely  destitute 
•of  that  accuracy^  which  is  necessary  for 
ascertaining  the  naVure,  extent,  or  ten- 
ancy, of  enj  grievaifoe,  or  coasequeniily 
foi  Affttbbing  any  i«%  or  adequate  me^ 


theds  e£  r^reBB.^-'^f  Signed) Rich- 

niottd,    Rockingham,  FitswiUi«D| 
Portland,  Milton,  Devonshire,  Fon. 
,    aonby.'* 

Further  Proceedings  in  ihe  Lords  as 
the  East  India  RegtUation  BUL']  Juse 
17.  The  East  India  Company  bsTisg 
petitioned  to  be  heard  by  counsel  aguost 
the  Bill,  this  day, 

Mr*  Mansfidd  opened  his  pleadings  is 
behalf  of  the  Company,  to  toefoUowii^ 
purport :  He  said,  that  haviag  the  lumoar 
to  he  employed  as  counsel  for  tEe  Com- 
pany against  the  Bill  depending,  he  fihooU 
first  h^  leave  to  state  lihe  sev^  chuten 
granted  to  the  Company,  and  to  shew  tbe 
conditions  on  which  those  charters  wen 
granted.  He  began  with  the  Act  pssted 
in  king  William's  reign ;  descanted  upon 
those  of  succeeding  monarchs;  toucaed 
upon  the  respective  charters  of  justice  and 
of  booty ;  and  concluded  by  nentiooioi 
the  Acts  relative  to  the  Company,  wbicb 
had  passed  duccog  the  present  reiga. 

When  stating  the  conditions  on  wbich 
these  several  charters  were  gmnted  IoHh 
Company,  he  laid  before  the  House  tfat 
several  sums  which  had  been  advanced  bj 
the  Company  to  the  public,  for  whicb,  be 
said,  the  pijd>lic  stood  indebted  to  ths 
Company,  to  a  considerable  amount  :lia 
dierefore  contended,  that  these? era!  cIM^ 
ters  were  not  granted,  but  conveyed  to  the 
Company  in  consequence  of  a  purchase. 

He  next  proceeded  to  consider  hoe 
for  the  legislative  power  was  or  was  not 
anthoriaed  to  infringe  upon  the  chaittf 
rights,  and  violate  thoae  privileges  grast* 
ed  to  the  East  India  Company  in  codcS' 
quence  of  a  purchase,  and  ratified  to  tlut 
Company  bv  the  most  solemn  acts  of  the 
legislatuce.  *  Mr.  Mansfield  cleariy  shet- 
e<^  that  the  legislative  power  had  no  ri^ 
to  set  aside  charters  and  render  invalu 
parliamentary  acts,  unless  in  cases  a 
extraordinary  emer^encry,  or  of  extr80^ 
dinary  ddinquency.  That  no  socfa  ea» 
gency  existed  at  i»veaant  ad  ooald  jusU? 
parliament  in  their  poooeedings  tovtfv 
the  Company,  Mr.I^slieldniadeplwiif 
appear;  and  that  no  eettraovdinary  dkMiiH 
f^ency  had  been  pvoved  upon  ^j^ 

Eny,  this  also  the  counsel  contended  a« 
e  said,  timt  no  implieatien  of  deUnqoenqf 
was  to  be  found,  msless  m  the  preafl»]a  » 
HieBilL  Was  that  sufficient groundwrj 
supreme  court  of  judicature  to  I*?***! 
upon  ?  No.  Was  the  baio  affinn^PJIj! 
Ihe  House  of  Commoessitfiaicntevidsnos 
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oT  delinouencj  in  the  Company?  /No. 
^%Vhere,  then,  was  the  proof  of  the  Com- 
pany'a  deltnqueacy  ?  Wat  i^  to  be  taken 
for  granted,  and  the  House  of  Lords  to 
proceed  as  if  the  matter  was  proved  ?  Was 
vt  to  be  taken  from  common  fame,  from 
r«unour,  from  hearsay  reports,  from  the 
public  prints  of  the  times  i  Such  fame, 
»uch  rumour,  such  hearsay  report,  such 
public  priots,  could  not  surely  be  read, 
heard,  or  admitted  in  evidence,  as  com- 
petent for  the  House  to  proceed  to  the 
deprivation  of  the  Company  of  their  rights. 
From  the  House  of  Lords  the  Company 
Yirere  taught  to  expect  nothing  but  jus« 
tice ;  It  was  the  fountain  of  justice,  and 
should  water  the  land  with  its  copious 
streams.  If,  then,  no  ground  for  oelin* 
quency  appeared;  if  nothing  like  proof 
occurred  whereon  to  fasten  an  imputation 
upon  the  Company  of  so  invidious  a  na- 
ture, the  Company  had  a  right  to  expect 
to  be  treated  as  innocent  by  that  House ; 
they  de6ed  even  the  imputation  of  delin- 
quencv;  they  called  for  their  aocosers; 
wished  them  to  stand  forth;  and  were 
ready,  by  facts  incontrovertil^le,  and  evi- 
dence not  to  be  eluded,  to  disprove  every 
charge  of  delinquency  that  could  be  laid 
to  their  account. 

Having  thus  defended  the  Company 
frona  every  suggestion  of  criminality ;  hav- 
ing asserted,  that  if  even  individuids  had 
been  g^uilty,  the  Company,  as  a  company ^ 
were  innocent ;  havmgv  established  this 
position,  it  followed  that  the  main  founda- 
tion upon  which  the  Bill  proceeded  was 
false,  was  erroneous.  The  delinquency 
of  the  Company  set  forth  in  the  preamble 
'  to  the  Bill,  was  a  petitio  prMcipii,  a  mere 
begging  the  question,  and  taking  that  for 
granted,  which  remained  to  be  proved  ; 
to  what  eikl  then  could  this  Bill  serve  i 
Many  evils  would  attend  its  passing  into 
a  law ;  what  one  good  purpose  would  it 
answer  ?  To  each  of  these  questions  Mr. 
Mansfield  spoke  with  a  great  degree  of 
precision. 

Amongst  the  catalogue  of  evils,  he  enu- 
merated the  deprivation  of  almost  1,600 
tHK>prietors  of  stock  of  the  right  of  mans^- 
11^  their  own  property.  This,  besides  its 
being  a  stretch  of  despotism  unequalled  in 
the  annals  of  our  country,  answered  not 
the  end  for  Which  the  promoters  of  tlie 
BiH  pretended  it  was  projected:  it  was 
designed  to  lessen  the  nomber  of  voters, 
and  prevent  the  splitting  of  stock ;  was  it 
likely  to  elect  this  ?  Quite  the  reverse ; 
-for  as  persons  possessing  three,  six^  and 


lO»O0tf.  stsok,  were  entitled  is  two,  tfaree^ 
and  more  votes  in  paoportipo;  as  this  was 
the  case,  the  numbera  of  voters  were  little 
diminished,  though  the  voters  vrere  coo« 
fined  to  a  fewer  number*  Was  this  a  ju- 
dicious measure  ?  For  the  minister  an  ad« 
mirable  one,  as  a  select  body  could  cer- 
tainly be  managed  with  greater  ease  thai» 
a  large  muldtode ;  but  for  the  Company^ 
it  was  depriving  them  of  the  power  they* 
derived  by  virtue  of  charters,  and  it  was 
plundering  hundreds  of  their  privileges, 
without  the  shadow  of  an  utility  accruing 
to  the  body  corporate  of  which  they  were 
members.  In  this  manner  did  Mr.  Mans* 
field  combat  every  part  of  the  Bill.  Ha 
analysed  ihe  diferent  clauses  relative  to 
the  appointment  of  the  governor  general 
and  council.  He  dwelt  much  upon  the 
vast  increase  of  postter  to  the  crown,  and 
inveighed  against  the  establishment  of  of* 
ficers  f^ith  whom  the  Company  had  little 
connexion  besides  that  or  paying  tiiem 
their  salaries. 

With  respect  to  the  judges,  Mr,  Mans* 
field  said,  though  the  gestleinen  at  prs« 
sent  pitched  upon  by  parliament,  were 
men  of  respectable  characters,  yet  there 
might  hereafter  be  some  persons  connected 
with  a  minister  sufficient  to  procure  tliis 
judicial  post,  though  destitute  of  every  re- 
quisite  to  fill,  with  propriety,  the  impor- 
tant station.  In  short,  men  of  infamous 
characters,  by  powerful  cdlianoe,  might  be 
commissioned  to  embark  for  India,  and 
the  judicial  determination  of  the  Cdm* 
pany's  affairs  might  be  vested  in  hands  too 
polluted  for  even  the  waiters  between  £a» 
rope  and  Asia  to  wash  in  innocency.  This 
could  not  have  been  the  casehad  the  Com* 
pany's  plan,  respeoting  the  appointment 
of  the  judges,  taken  place.  Tlie  Company 
were  to  have  nominated  ;  ihe  chancellor^ 
chief  justice,  and  other  judges,  to  have 
approved ;  and  the  crown  to  have  ratified 
the  appointment.  The  wisdom  as  well  as 
utility  of  such  a  plan  was  evident ;  a  mu« 
tual  check  was  established,  and  scarcely 
was  it  possible  that  any  person  could  have 
been  cnosen  to  the  office  who  was  not  ia 
every  respect  eligible. 

Mr.  Mansfield  then  recapitulated  the 
several  arguments  he  had  advanced;  he 
laid  a  more  than,  ordinary  stress  upon  the 
violation  of  charters  and  breach  of  that 
parliamentary  <fiiith  for  which  hitherto  this 
nation  had  been  renowned.  If  a  breach 
of  charters  and  parliamentary  faith  were 
allowable  in  one  instance,  why  not  in 
many  Mf  m  the  ease  of  the  £ast  India 
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CoDipany,  why  not  in  the  caae  of  the 
Bank,  nay,  why  not  in  the  case  of  every 
noble  member  of  that  House  ?  For,  said 
Mr.  Mansfield,  your  properties  and  ho- 
nours, my  lords,  are  secured  to  you  only 
by  acts  of  the  legislature  not  more  solemn, 
not  more  binding,  and,  if  this  Bill  passes, 
not  more  permanent  than  those  granted  to 
the  East  India  Company  for  the  security 
of  their  property,  their  immunities,  their 
possessions. 

Mr.  Adair  opened  b^  stating  the  ge- 
neral principles  of  policy  which  should 
prevail  in  every  well  sovemed  state.  He 
said,  that  legislative  bodies  of  men  were 
entrusted  with  power,,  upon  a  supposition 
only  that  that  power  should  be  exercised 
for  the  good,  not  the  detriment,  of  the 
community ;  that  whenever  measures  were 
proposed  detrimental  to  the  community,  it 
became  an  abuse  of  power  in  the  legisla- 
tive body. 

Consistently  with  this  position,  Mr. 
Adair  proceeded  to  shew  that  the  East 
India  Bill  was  manifestly  injurious  to  a 

Sart,  and  would  in  its  consequences  prove 
etrimental  to  the  whole  of  the  commu- 
nity. He  began  by  a  recapitulation  of 
the  several  charters  granted  to  the  Com- 
pany, and  endeavoured  to  shew,  that  in 
former  reigns  the  different  agreements  be- 
tween the  crown  and  the  Company  were 
so  tenaciously  observed,  that  no  violation 
on  the  part  of  the  crown  took  place,  no 
alteration  even  in  the  Company's  affairs 
was  ventured  on,  without  previously  ob- 
taining the  Company's  consent.  This 
gave  him  occasion  to  contrast  the  present 
with  the  mode  of  proceeding  in  former 
reigns;  and  from  the  caution  used  by  the 
crown  in  former  times  not  to  violate  a 
single  right  appertaining  to  the  Company, 
the  complexion  of  the  present  sera  ap- 
peared more  shaded  with  tyranny. 

Mr.  Adair  nex.t  mentioned  five  particu- 
lars in  which  the  Company  were  injured 
by  the  Bill,  but  as  some  ot  those  particu- 
lars had  been  touched  upon  by  his  leader, 
Mr.  Mansfield,  Mr.  Adair  arranged  what 
he  had  to  say  upon  the  subject  under  two 
heads,  the  regulations  proposed  by  the 
3ill  at  home  and  in  India. 

The  regulations  at  home  he  confined  to 
tne  annual  election  of  the  directors,  and 
the  depriving  such  numbers  of  their  right 
of  voting  upon  the  occasion.  With  re- 
spect to  the  annual  choice  of  directors,  he 
said,  the  Bill  was  to  the  last  degree  incon- 
aistent,  as  it  both  condemned  and  approved 
.the  annual  choice ;  it  condemned  it  by  de- 


daring  that  directors  should  oontioue  io 
the  direction  for  a  term  of  yean ;  and  yet 
it  approved  of  an  annual  choice  of  a  cer- 
tain number  of  those  directors.  Mr.  Adair 
contended,  that  an  annual  election  d  sx 
might  be  attended  with  as  vident  commo- 
tions as  an  annual  election  of  twenty-four 
directors. 

The  regulations  proposed  by  the  6Q1 
abroad,  Mr.  Adair  arraigned  thua;  be 
said,  that  the  preamble  to  die  Bill  set 
forth,  <<  that  the  powers  hitherto  possessed 
by  the  Company,  were  found  inaufficieot 
to  correct  tne  abuses  which  prevaikd." 
How  did  the  Bill  propose  to  obviate  tba 
difficulty  >  By  vesting  the  Company  with 
greater  powers  ?  No ;  but  by  taking  avaj 
those  it  already  bad !  A  singular  method 
of  preventing  abuses  by  taking  away  the 
power  of  correcting  them ! 

Next  with  respect  to  the  regulation  ss 
to  officers.  The  Bill  goes  upon  this  prb* 
ciple,  that  <*  abuses  have  prevailed,  owii^ 
to  the  insufficiency  of  power  vested  io  the 
Company's  servants."  Does  it  supplj 
this  insufficiency  ?  No ;  it  only  connnDi 
a  power  the  Company's  servants  formerly 
enjoyed.  Nay,  it  absolutely  re^iovests  m 
of  the  Company's  servants  with  the  autho- 
rity he  now  possesses.  Mr.  Hastings  is  to 
be  governor  general,  only  he  is  io  bold  of 
the  parliament  instead  of  the  Compaoj: 
but  this  very  choice  of  Mr.  Hastings  af- 
fords a  strong  presumption,  that  the  Coo* 
pany's  regulatmg  plan  has  been  e(}ual  to 
that  proposed  by  this  Bill,  for  the  \m\^ 
has  not  been  able,  either  in  Europe  or  in 
Asia,  to  cast  his  eye  upon  a  man  better 
qualified  to  carry  every  regulation  into 
execution,  than  Uie  very  person  pitched' 
upon  for,diat  purpose  by  the  Company. 

Mr.  Adair  then  mentioned  the  reguis- 
tions  made  by  Mr.  Hastings,  and  asserted, 
that  they  would  answer  the  purpose  m^ 
better  tnan  those  containea  io  tbe  BiU' 
He  dwelt  upon  an  inconvenience  whiff 
would  happen  in  case  Mr.  Hastings  &hm 
die.  The  commander  in  chief  would.  W 
said,  be  invested  with  the  whole  civil  n 
well  as  military  power,  an  evil  hitheij^ 
avoided  by  the  Company.  In  shorti  tic 
Bill,  according  to  Mr.  Adair,  would  over- 
turn the  democratical  part  of  the  Cod* 
pany,  and  change  it  into  an  oligarcbv! 
more  easily  to  be  moulded  by  the  pi^^ 
hand  of  a  tyrannical  minister  to  bis  viu: 
it  would  injure  the  constitution,  by  e^ 
creasing  the  power  of  the  crown ;  it  ^^ 
destroy  the  Company's  trade;  it  wootf 
ruin  their  property ;  it  would  render  p«' 
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IHuiMiiUhry  fiiith  precarious,  and  1^  shaking 
tile  foundation  of  our  funds,  it  would  pro* 
hMj  inviArt  the  Bank  as  well  as  the  East 
India  Company  in  one  conunon  ruin. 

Mr.  Adair  then  related  the  following 
story,  which  he  said  rested  upon  the  fiuth 
of  the  late  sir  James  Porter,  our  ambas* 
aador  at  Constantinople.  There  happened 
in  that  city  a  terrible  conflaffration,  which 
reduced  some  buildings  beiongine  to  the 
state  to  ashes.  To  prevent  the  like  acci- 
dent in  future,  the  grand  signior  proposed 
that  the  fabric  should  be  rebuilt,  and  a 
wall  at  a  certain  distance  erected  around 
it.  To  accomplish  this  scheme  the  houses 
of  several  citizens,  which  stood  in  the  way, 
were  to  be  pulled  down,  'the  state  allowing 
the  owners  a  proper  compensation.  A 
poor  widow  occupied  one  or  these  houses ; 
she  was  applied  to,  but  absolutely  refused 
to  quit  her  house  or  consent  te  have  it 

gulled  down  on  any  condition.    The  of- 
cers  remonstrated ;  she  persisted  in  her 
obstinacy;  the  matter  was  represented  to 
the  mnd  signior,  and  some  of  his  courtiers 
sdledged,  that  as  the  building  was  designed 
for  public  utility,  the  old  woman's  house 
should  bb  pulled  down  if  not  with,  with- 
out, her  consent.    The  grand  signior  ob- 
jected in  th^  strongest  terms  to  the  injus* 
tice  of  the  measure,  and  concluded  by 
sAyiDg,  *'  this  must  not  be;  for  property 
must  t>e  preserved  inviolable  and  sacred.*' 
The  woman  was  therefore  suffered  to  live 
in  her  house,  and  it  was  not  until  after 
her  death  that  the  public  building  was 
carried  on.    After  relating  the  story,  Mr. 
Adair  called  upon  the  House  in  the  most 
solemn  manner,  seriously  to  consider  the 
fatal  consequences  which  would  attend 
passing  the  Bill.    If  it  was  to  be  passedi 
and  the  proprietors  to  be  deprived  of  their 
rights,  government,  he  said,  ought  in  jus- 
tice to  make  the  Company  a  proper  com- 
pensation, without  that  the  proceedings  of 
government  would  be  deemed  to  the  last 
degree  arbitrary,  and  such  as  the  East 
India  Company  could  submit  to  only  from 
the  impossibility  of  resistance. 

Mr.  Adair  then  concluded  by  informing 
the  House  he  was  authorised  by  the  Com- 
pany to  claim  it  as  a  matter  of  justice, 
that  a  speedy  discussion  of  the  question 
concermng  the  right  to  the  territorial  pos* 
sessions  might  be  obtained;  for  that  as 
the  Company  were  not  desirous  of  keep* 
ing  any  tain^  to  which  they  had  not  a  legal 
title;  so  neither  were  they  disposed  to 
part  with  what  the  laws  woula  protect 
them  in  possessing.  Not  but|  istd  Mr« 
tVOL.  XVIi.] 


Adair,  I  cto  assure  your  lerdshipsi  ths^ 
Company  would  much  rather  have  th^ 
question  concerning  the  right  to  the  ter- 
ritorial .  possessions,  determined  against 
them  than  retain  those  possessions  under 
such  conditions  as  are  annexed  to  the  Bill 
now  before  j^our  lordships* 

June  19.  After  a  warm  debate,  the 
Bill  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed  upon 
a  division.  Contents  47 ;  Proxies  27-*74k 
Not  Contents  15 ;  Proxies  2— 17. 

Prateit  agtiimt  patting  the  East  IndiUL 
Regulation  Bill.']     The  following  Protest 
was  entered  upon  the  Journals: 
**  Dissentient, 

**  Itty  Because  the  preamble  to  this 
Bill,  stating  defects  in  tne  powers  of  the 
East  India  Company,  abuses  in  its  ad- 
ministration, and  injuries  to  public  and 
commercial  credit,  ought  to  have  been 
supported  by  evidence  adapted  to  the 
nature  of  the  several  matters  dleged:  but 
the  production  of  charters,  has  been  re- 
fused by  the  House;  no  witnesses  have 
been  called  to  ascertun  the  existence  or 
quality  of  the  supposed  abuses;  no  en- 
quiry has  been  made  into  the  condition  of 
public  credit;  and  no  state  of  the  Com- 
pany's commercial  affairs  has  ever  been 
laid  before  us: 

**  2dly,  Beesuse,  if  the  defects  in  the 
charters,  and  abuses  in  the  administration 
of  the  Company,  exist  in  the  manner 
stated  in  the  preanible,  no  eflfectual  pro- 
vision is  made  in  the  enacting  part  or  the 
Bill  for  supplying  tlie  one  or  reforming 
the  other.  On  the  contrary,  the  utmost 
distraction  is  introduced  into  the  whole 
oeconomy  of  their  a&irs.  The  nomina- 
tion to  the  subordinate  presidencies  and 
inferior  offices  in  India  is  left  to  the  Com- 
pany; but  a  superior  presidency  is  ap- 
pointed by  parliament  to  g^em  those  in- 
ferior officers.  The  superior  presidency 
is  to  receive  orders  from  the  court  of  di- 
rectors ;  but  it  is  left  to  the  private  will  of 
the  King  how  ftir  those  orders  shall  be 
obeyed:  the  presidency  is  appointed  to 
make  ordinances  and  r^ulations ;  but  nei- 
ther directors  nor  Company  are  to  deter- 
mine on  dieir  validity :  the  Kmg  alone  is  • 
to  allow  or  disallow  those  acts,  as  he  shall 
choose  to  signify  his  pleasure  under  his 
sign  manual,  lliis  mode  of  vesting  ulti- 
mately the  whole  management  of  the  Com- 
pany's weighty  political  af&un,  their  vast 
retenues,  and  their  extensive  commerce, 
in  the  King's  private  discretion,  whhout 
[SN] 
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any  provision  in  the  Bill  for  the  Intenren- 
tion  of  any  public  body,  ^either  the  East 
India  Company,  or  the  privy  council),  or 
any  responsible  public  minister,  is,  we  in- 
sist, not  only  an  high  and  dangerous  vio- 
lation of  the  yet  unquestioned  charters  of 
the  Company,  but  a  total  subversion  of  all 
the  principles  of  the  law  and  constitution 
of  this  kingdom : 

**  Sdly,  Because  the  election  of  execu- 
tive officers  in  parliament  is  phinly  uncon- 
stitutional, and  an  example  of  the  most 
pernicious  kind,  productive  of  intrigue  and 
faction,  and  calculated  for  extending  a 
corrupt  influence  in  the  crown.  *It  frees 
ministers  from  responsibility,  whilst  it 
leaves  them  all  the  effect  of  patronage.  It 
defeats  the  wise  design  of  the  constitution, 
which  placed  the  nomination  of  all  of- 
ficers, either  immediately  or  derivatively, 
in  the  crown;  whilst  if  committed  the 
check  upon  improper  nominations  to  par- 
liament. But  this  Bill,  by  confounding 
those  powers  which  the  constitution  meant 
to  keep  separate,  has  destroyed  this  con- 
troul,  along  with  every  wise  povision  of 
the  laws  to  prevent  abuses  either  in  the  no- 
mination to,  or  exercise  of  office. 

**  4thly,  Because  this  usurpation  of  the 
Company's  riehts  in  appointing  the  ser- 
vants isioaded  with  the  additional  injus- 
tice of  a  compulsory  payment  erf*  salaries, 
arbitrarily  fixed  and  chargeable  upon  the 
Company's  revenueSi  without  tlieir  con- 
sent : 

**  5thl^,  Because  the  violation  of  the 
charter  is  not  justified  by  the  importance 
of  the  provisions  of  this  Bill,  which  ope- 
rates only  to  transfer  patronage  without 
conferring  new  powers :  it  being  expressly 
provide4  by  the  Bill,  that  these  powers 
should  be  the  same  as  were  formerly  ex- 
ercised by  the  Company's  servants  under 
the  Company's  authority.  Neither  is  any 
advantage  gained  with  regard  to  the  par- 
ticular officers  named  in  this  Bill.  The 
person  first  in  rank  and  importance  in  the 
new  parliamentary  presidency,  being  the 
very  same  now  at  the  head  of  the  Com- 
pany's presidency  in  Bengd.  We  mean 
to  reflect  neither  upon  that  gentleman  nor 
on  any  other  appointed,  who  (for  any 
thing  we  know  to  the  contrary)  may  be 
men  of  competent  ability  and  good  cha- 
racter; but  we  think  ourselves  bound  to 
declare  against  the  manifest  contradiction 
^and  absurdity  of  this  Bill,  which  stating 
abuses  as  now  existing  in  India,  for  the 
ground  of  its  regulations,  yet  appoints  the 
very  perions  to  preside  therei  who»  if  the 


allegations  in  the  Bill  be  true,  must  be 
concerned,  either  by  neglect  or  actoal  com- 
mission, in  all  the  abuses  complaiDedof: 

"  6thly,  Because  the  appointbg  judges 
by  the  nomination  of  the  crown  with  large 
salaries,  payable  out  of  the  Company's  re- 
venue, without  the  Company's  coDsent 
either  to  the  appointment  or  the  payment^  ! 
is  an  act  of  flagrant  injustice,  and  an  oat- 
rage  on  all  the  rights  of  property.  No 
necessity  can  be  pleaded  in  favour  of  thii 
violence,  as  the  Company  did  last  year  vo- 
luntarily propose  a  nomiaatMn  of  jodges, 
with  far  better  provisions  for  securins  a 
proper  appointment  than  any  coDtainedio 
this  Bill : 

«  7thly,  Because  the  clause  of  this  Bill 
wrhich  deprives  of  all  share  iu  the  manage- 
roent  of  their  own  property  all  proprieton 
not  possessed  of  1,000/.  capital  stock,  dis- 
franchising, without  the  assignment  of  aoj 
delinquency  or  abuse,  no  less  than  1,246 
persons  legally  qualified,  is  an  heinous  act 
of  injustice,  oppression,  and  absurdity, and 
a  gross  perversion  of  the  high  powers  en- 
trusted to  legislature.  The  part  of  tbf 
charter  which  regulates  the  right  of  voting 
was  made  to  establish  exclusively  tiat 
class  of  voters  which  this  Act  has  destroy- 
ed. The  charter  knows  of*  no  right  of 
voting  but  the  possession  of  500^.  capifi^ 
stock.  It  excludes  all  title  to  superior  in- 
fluence from  superior  propertjr*  The  se- 
veral laws  to  prevent  the  splitting  of  stock 
are  all  in  affirmance  of  this  principle,  and 
made  to  secure  this  voter.  But,  by  a  sys- 
tem of  contradiction,  that  except  in  tiiii 
Bill,  has  no  example,  the  very  grievance  of 
splitting  of  stock,  by  which  the  proprietor 
under  1,000/.  has  been  injured,  is  as^gned 
as  the  sole  ground  for  depriving  hioof 
his  franchise.  This  lower  proprietor  could 
not  possibly  have  been  guilty  of  this  of- 
fence, and  yet  he  is  punisheid;  and  the 
laree  stock-holder,  who  alone  could  be 
guHty  of  the  splitting,  is  indulged  with 
new  privileges,  in  contradiction  to  tbs 
spirit  of  that  charter  which  he  is  supposed 
to  have  violated : 

**  8thly,  Because  the  lengthening  the 
continuance  of  the  direction,  while  the 
body  of  the  proprietors  is  disfranchised, 
and  the  makmg  the  directors  dependeni 
on  the  private  will  of  the  King  for  the  ex- 
ertion of  the  little  authority  left  to  them  m 
India  by  this  Act,  tends  to  pervert  all  lb* 
powers  of  that  great  body  into  riTere  jn* 
struments  of  the  court,  and  to  extend  in- 
fluence of  the  worst  kind  in  the  worst  ini&* 
ner  in  which  it  can  be  exerted. 
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**  Qthly^   Because  the  great    principle 
upon  which  the  Bill  has  been  supported 
will  not  only  in  this,  but  in  all  cases*  jus- 
tify every  infrmgement    of  the  national 
faith,  and  render  parliamentary  sanction 
the  worst  of  all  securities.    We  never  can 
admit  that  a  mere  speculation  of  political 
improvement    can  justify    parliament   in 
taking  aivay  rights  which  it  has  expressly 
covenanted  to  preserve,  especially  when  it 
has  received  a  valuable  consideration  for 
the    franchises   so    stipulated.    Nor    are 
grants  of  parliament  under  these  circum- 
stances to  be  considered  as  gratuitous  do- 
nations, resomable  merely  at.  the  pleasure 
of  the  giver,  but  matters  of  binding  con- 
tract, forfeitable  only  on  such  delinquency 
or  necessity  as  is  implied  in  the  nature  of 
every  other  bargain.    With  such  matters 
before  us  that  require  the  best,  we  are  de- 
nied all  manner  of  information.    A  Bill, 
the  object  of  which  has  taken  the  Com- 
mons near  eisht    months  to  consider,  is 
ptecipitated  through  this  House  in  little 
ipore  than  eight  days,  without  any  atten- 
tion to  parliamentary  usage  or  decorum ; 
as  if  Uie  Lords  were  the  lowest  of  ministe- 
rial tools,  who  are  not  to  be  indulged  even 
with  an  appearance  of  discussion  concern- 
ing the  mandates  they  receive.    In  this 
situation  we  feel  the  honour  of  the  peerage 
tarnished,  and  its  dignity   degraded,    if 
the  provisions  and  precedent  of  this  Bill 
should  render  the   public  faith  of  Great 
Britain  of  no  estimation,  the  franchises, 
rights,  and  properties  of  Englishmen  pre- 
carious, and  the  peerage  distinguishable 
only  by  a  more  than  common  measure  of 
indolence  and  servility ;  if  the  boundless 
fund  of  corruption  furnished  bvthis  Bill  to 
the  sei*vants  of  the  crown  should  efface 
every  idea  of  honour,  public  spirit  and  in- 
dependence from  every  rank  of  people ; 
after  struggling  vainly  against  these  evils, 
we  have  nothing  lefl  but  the  satisfaction  of 
recording  our  names  to  posterity,  as  those 
who  resbted  the  whole  of  this  iniquitous 
system,  ^  men  who  had  no  share  in  be- 
traying to  blind  prejudices  or  sordid  in- 
terest every  thing  that  has  hitherto  been 
held  sacred  in  this  country.     (Si^Md) 
Abingdon,      Torrin^ton,     Boyle, 
Grosvenor,  Devonshire,  Ponsonby, 
Portland,  King,  Milton,  Richmond, 
Archer,  Rock^gham,  Fitzwilliam." 

Lord  North*s  Speech  on  opening  the 
BudgetJ}  June  15.  The  House  went 
into  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means ; 
upoii  wbicby 


I      Lord  North  rose  to  open  the  Budget, 
and  said,  that  the  situation  of  the  finances 
!  was  such,  that  there  would  be  no  surplus  to 
I  dispose  of,  and  that  he  should  pay  off  this 
I  vear  no  part  of  the  national  debt :  that  he 
lamentea  much  the  deficieacies  of  the  pre- 
,  sept  year,  and  mourned  over  the  exigen- 
cies of  a  great  company,  which  he  should 
endeavour  to  the  utmost  that  lay  in  his 
power  to  set  right,  and  put  upon  a  pro- 
per basis  of  prosperity.    He  then  gav» 
an  account  of  the  different  estimates  of  the 
ordnance,  army,  navy,  and  miscellaneous 
services ;  as  also  an  account  of  what  would 
be  wanted  for  things  which  the   House 
might   adopt.    He   alluded,  he  said,   to* 
some  private  petitions  which    had  beeft 
presented,    which   would  take  up  some 
small  sums,  Dr.  Williams's  petition  for  a 
reward  for  a  useful  and  practical  discovery 
of  making  green  and  yellow  colour  to  be  a 
fast  dye  in  cotton  and  linen ;  and  also  ano- 
ther   petition    for    Messrs.    Hodgsons, 
brewers,  at  Bow. 

He  then  went  through  jhe  different 
sums  provided  for  the  before-mentioned 
purpose ;  and  said,  that  as  to  the  money 
from  the  sale  of  the  ceded  islands,  he  made 
no  manner  of  doubt  but  the  gentleman 
(sir  W.  Young^  to  whom  that  matter  was 
entrusted,  would  give  a  fair  and  just  ac- 
count of  it  when  he  came  home  ;  that  at 
present,  though  he  had  the  two  preceding 
years  estimated  at  50,000/.  each  year«  and 
should  do  the  same  this  year,  yet  he  had 
only  now  received  5,000/.  out  of  the  sum 
of  money  that  those  ceded  islands  were  ex- 
pected to  return.  He,  however,  made  no 
doubt  that  as  that  gentleman  was  coming 
over,  he  would  pive  a  sufficient  reason  for 
not  having  remitted  a  greater  sum.  He 
then  said  there  was  20,000/.  due  from  the 
French  prizes  in  Jamaica,  which  was  not 
yet  received ;  but  as  there  were  assets  suf- 
ficient where-withal  to  pay  that  sum,  he 
should  make  no  doubt  of  its  being  forth- 
coming, that  the  expences  of  the  last  lot- 
tery were  14,000/.  but  he  had  a  surplus 
from  another  account  which  would  make 
that  even.  He  then  entered  upon  the  in* 
sufficieney  of  grants,  malt,  land  tax,  and 
others,  which  he  made  to  be  about 
458,000/.  He  said,  that  as,  to  the  Indi^ 
Company,  every  one  must  know,  that  a  pe-* 
tition  was  preparing  to  be  presented,  to 
say  that  they  would  not  at  any  rate  re- 
ceive the  loan  of  1,400,000/.  but  he  looked 
upon  it  the  interest  of  parliament  to  se-* 
cure  that  Company  in  case  the  loai^ 
should  be  refused.    He  then  stated  tb» 
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debts  which  they  onrcd,  which  he 
made  to  amount^  with  interest  as  due  to 
the  public,  to  954,000/. ;  that  be  should  h% 
sorry  and  loth  for  the  public  to  proceed  by 
excnequer  process  to  pay  themselveSi  but 
Aat  they  could  not  wait  for  their  money ; 
and  if  necessity  demanded  it,  they  must  do 
it ;  that  they  owed  a  capital  sum  to  the 
Bank  of  500,000A  which  they  could  not 
Stay  for ;  and  though  they  wished  to  give 
everjr  assistance  to  the  sister  Company, 
yet  It  could  not  be  expected  that  they 
would  wait  any  kmger  with  patienee^  and 
injure  themselves.  He  then  stated  the 
bills  of  exchange  duefrom  them,  to  amount 
to  600,000^.  and  observed,  thait  the  situa* 
ff on  of  the  public  and  the  Bank  was  dread- 
ful ;  for  as  they  must  have  their  money, 
the  only  eflectual  means  to  prevent  the 
process  against  the  Companj^,  would  be 
for  the  House  to  proceed  with  the  loan 
Bill  of  1,400,000/.  to  be  lent  on  the  India 
Company  security,  and  pay  themselvee 
with  part  of  the  money,  even  without  the 
Consent  of  the  Company;  thatheh^^d 
parliament  would  not  in  any  shape*  vary 
lir  swerve  ftoin  the  resolutions  they  had 
t^me  to ;  and  tlmt  if  the  Company  would 
not  provide  for  their  own  security  and 
prosperity,  it  was  the  duty  of  parliament 
to  interfere  to  take  care  of  them  and 
fherr  concerns.  He  wished  every  proprie- 
tor to  feel  as  much  as  he  really  trom  his 
heart  did,  for  the  security  and  welfare  of 
that  Company.  He  ventured  to  sav-,  that 
1)0  man  had  fl&k  more,  nor  wished  more 
eagerly  than  he  did  to  put  their  affairs  upon 
a  permanent  footing;  that  if  this  loan 
should  not  answer  the  purpose,  he  should 
think  it  his  duty  to  add  loan  after  loan  to 
secure  the  Company ;  that  he  would  ah- 
j^er,  that  government,  so  far  from  taking 
money  from  them  in  their  present  exigen- 
cy, would  forego  every  emolument,  and 
every  degree  of  profit,  and  not  receive  a 
single  shilling  from  their  revenue  till  such 
time  as  every  man  could  say  with  confi- 
dence that  the  East  India  Cfompany  was 
saved;  till  that  time  the  public  would 
ibrego  all  participation.  He  then  ran  over 
the  heads  of  the  sums  he  had  before  men- 
tioned, and  proposed  borrowing  on  Exche^ 
quer  bills  to  be  issued  out  upon  the  next 
year's  aid,  for  1 ,400,000/.  charged  upon 
|he  produce  of  thfe  India  Company,  and 
l^he  aids  of  1779;  that  this  year  there 
mi^ht  be  a  surplus  (3^  254,000/.  which  he 
tmped  %o  keep  as  a  reserve,^  fest  any  alte- 
ration should  happein  from  the  present 
l^^^ra}  |rao<juiUity ;  ftot  that  jjkere  wtti 


any  likelihood  of  .die  late  troublei  being 
revived.  He  could  have  wished,  he  snd, 
to  have  gone  on  upon  tiie  plan  oflast  jetr, 
«r paying  o£Fpavt  of  the  national  debt,  but 
circumstances  bad  happened  which  pre. 
vented  it;  he  did  not  intend  to  proposes 
k^tery  this  year,  not  for  any  reason  that 
was  urged  in  the  petitaon  that  was  this 
session  presented  by  the  city  of  Losdoo, 
but  from  some  strong  reasons  of  his  owa ; 
that,  as  there  had  been  lotteries  for  eight 
years  last  past,  he  tbought  a  little  rest  to 
the  people's  incUnationa  would  not  be 
amiss,  and  thai  this  matter  of  \KAtatf 
would  come  out  with  ireA  spirit  the  next 
session  of  parliament;  it  would  then  be s 
new  thing ;  wid  he  thought  tlMl,  in  a  year 
in  whidi  no  great  plan  of  fiaance  was  ub- 
dertaken  so  as  to  pay  oSamj  part  of  the 
national  debt,  that  a  lottery  amght  be  fbi 
OBce  omitted,  it  might  be  asked,  he  said, 
what  bttve  we  done  this  year?  He  vai 
sorrjr  to  say,  bat  Kttle ;  and  that  the  iiexl 
session  of  parliament  must  enter  opos  i 
revision  or  the  plans  they  liad  adopted  in 
the  India  Coinpatty,  beCwe  that  grest  cod 
could  be  obtained,  the  pemsanency  of  the 
India  Company ;  that  he  had  a  conscioai- 
ness  of  his  own  nrooeeding,  that  he  liMugfal 
it  was  right  and  consistent  with  his  doty  in 
procuring  the  prosperity  of  the  Conntfy; 
that  he  should  always  stand  correetee,  sni 
give  way  to  the  future  events  that  traded 
to  the  good  of  the  Company,  but  be  de- 
dared  to  the  House,  that  he  never  wooid 
abandon  the  pursuit  of  the  permaDeota- 
tuation  of  that  great  Company  upoaasy 
other  motive  than  conviction;  tfast  hi 
was  not  to  be  teiaed  or  firigbCesied  sol^ 
his  plan,  which  he  wascowvmced  was  both 
for  the  public  security,  as  wdl  as  tbatoj 
the  Company ;  thsBt,  though  he  was  ted 
of  indolence  and  a  retired  lift,  yet,  evtf 
since  he  had  entered  into  office^  be  had 
not  been  unused  to- contradiction,  nor  on- 
acquainted  with  storms ;  that  others  might 
succeed  to  the  Temple  of  Fame»  by  partSt 
by  eloquence  or  a  great  gemus ;  bit  thrt 
he,  having  none  of  these  cjuaMties,  tbsug» 
himself  happy  in  doin|,  m  this  insiaoce, 
what  was  right,  And  his  duW  to  do;  thai 
be  entered  upon  his  great  oAce  in  s  mo- 
ment when  things  were  not  in  a  soost  pa- 
cific situation;  that  he  had  hitherto  con- 
tinued in  it  with  resokitien  to  dto  bis  doty, 
aod  that  he  should  persist  in  wbal  w 
thought  right,  in  deiaBce  ^^^<^!T 
clamour;  tkat  he  wasdietertniaedtoWiM 
in  the  post  in  which  he  had  Miooredy  sod 
should  not  willingly  reUu^uish  tbsM"^ 
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>f  it ;  tfati  thoiii^  liMie  who  krakcd  into 
lis  condbct  nighi  perlwps  see  tndoleiice 
ind  a  love  oi*  ease»  y^%  they  ihoiild  not  find. 
I  went  of  an  Ifeooeet  pcraereraDoe  in  a 
^reat  and  public  causes 
^o  reply  waa  made  to  thitipcech« 

Peiitmn  of  ike  East  Imlia  Camimx^ 
igaim$t  the  East  Luba  Loam  BtA.]  June 
15.  Mr.  JBoaitoa  pneented  a  Petidon 
TOBD  the  East  indk  Company^  taking  ^o^ 
ice  of  the  Bill  for  gnnting  tobb  Majea^ 
I  sum  of  aeoaey^  to  be  rawed  by  l^che- 
{lier  biUa,  and  to  be  advanced  and  applied 
n  the  manner,  and  upon  the  terawy  tbere- 
io  mentMedy  for  the  reKef  of  the  united 
aNDpany  of  mnrihti  of  Enghmd,  trad- 
ing to  the  Ban  Indies;  and  setting  farth, 
'<  That  varioas  restrictions  and  conditions 
ire  insoased  on  the  East  India  Cofaopaay, 
respecting  the  dispositioa  of  their  property, 
which  the  peticioBers  conceive  to  be 
bighly  iajarioos  to  their  ri^its,  interest, 
hkL  crredit,  which  restrictions  aind  condi- 
Kiono  are  chislly  founded  oa  a  petition, 
vhich  they  presented  ontiie2nd  m  March 
last,  vridi  a  view  to  an  aoacabk  agree- 
nent  between  the  public  and  the  East  in- 
iia  Company;  and  that  Uie  petitioners 
Hrere  in  hopes  th^  might  have  obtamed 
the  assirtance  of  the  public,  without  an- 
oexing  tenas  to  dkat  assistance',  which 
aaust  reader  it  more  prejudiciai  thao  ad- 
motageouo ;  and  that  the  aetitiooers,  sen- 
able  of  the  suficieacy  of  meir  credit,  have 
iefermiaed  to  depend  on  the  laws  of  their 
rountry,  and  sukait  to  the  temporary  dif- 
kttlaice  wtiich  may  attend  the  present  st^ 
tuatiew  of  thvir  aiairs,  rather  than  receive 
the  loan  offered  to  them  upon  Uie  very 
levere  coaditioas  preseribcd ;  and  that  the 
Mt  jtioners  iwe  exiveisalf  sorry  to  ind  that 
the  territorial  acquisitions^  which  they  ob^ 
tained  at  sa  great  an  expeace  and  the  im- 
ninent  risk  of  their  whole  capital,  shoaM 
bve  created  s»  much  prejudfoe  apdnsl 
;hen>  ;  tmoe  it  is  evident,  whether  thoso 
ic^isicions  bdoag  to  the  India  Company 
yr  tMe  crown,  they  niiist  ever  be  contidbp* 
lered  as  of  the  highest  advantage  to  this 
lation;  bot  it  is  fhr  from  llhe  desnre  of  the 
Mtitioneia  to  poasess  witat  dMh  not  of 
right  belong  to  them;  tfaerefbre»  Bndiiig 
lie  andae  fnt<!ipusitiun  aad  the  variomi 
ippresrions  whtdt  hofw  flowed  ftom  tiiie 
»reteiided  apmirce,  the  petttioaers  have  be* 
kpte  called  lor  a  hgm  decisioB  of  those 
rights ;  and  Hhevefove  il  is  witk  tifee  mose 
nirprise)  tbM  the  poSitfatters  now  Ibid  liie 
MMing  po8seisio»  tf  (hose.  aoq[uisitioaa 
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sbouM  be  made  the  groaod  of  overturn- 
tog  their  most  essential  privileges,  and  of 
esUblishittg  a  mingled  jurisdiction,  com- 
prebeaiding  both  their  trade  and  revenues^ 
which  hath  no  foundation  in  thepirinci- 
plea  of  the  English  constitution,  or  of  aoj 
other  well  governed  state ;  and  must  prove 
aspre^tcial  to  the  liberties  of  tbepeo* 
jrfe  by  the  encreaaed  influence  of  the 
crown,  as  it  will  prove  to  the  rights  and 
property  of  the  Etist  India  Company :  and 
therefore  praying  the  House,  to  arant  the 
petitioners  leave  to  withdrew  their  said 
former  petitieo,  pteasoted  to  the  Hoaae 
on  the  2d  of  March  last,  and  also  their 
other  petition,  preaoatod  oa  the  17th  of 
May  last,  which  accomnamed  certain  re- 
guhttioas  psopoeed  by  theaiarives,  for  the 
more  advantiigeoas  DMna|emeat  of  their 
aftsn,  aad  the  due  admtmstratioB  of  ios*- 
tioe  in  Imlis. ;  ao  indulgence  which  they 
are  the  amre  earnest  to  obtam,  lest  posi* 
terity,  reviewini^  the  transactions  of  this 
period,  rimuld  impute  to  the  petitianers 
the  having  been  accessaiy  to  measures, 
which,  by  vesting  unnecessarHy  in  the 
crown  the  disposal  eino  many  great  and 
lucrative  employments  in  India,  tend,  ia 
the  petitionerB'  opmion,  not  only  to  bring 
niio  upon  the  Company,  but  to  destrej 
the  juat  bahmce  of  this  firee  coastitntion.^' 

Dekite  in  the  Commons  mi  the  Petition 
of  the  East  India  Compm^f  and  on  the 
East  India  Loan  BOt]  Mr.  Booltoa 
then  moved.  That  the  petitionem  have 
leave  to  withdraw  the  said  petitions.. 

Mr.  Cbntiual^  begged  leawe  to  obserfia^ 
that  thia  petitioa  came  before  tiem  witiu 
out  being  detenained  at  the  India-hooaa 
by  bdk>ty  as  att  ether  great  aad  imports 
ant  questions  were ;  that  he  believed  that 
there  were  very  few  of  the  real  proprie^ 
toes,  whose  beasts  went  aieng  with  the 
psayer  of  the  petition,  and  nnay  others^ 
who,  had  they  been  pseaent  at  the  ]li% 
wonid  ant  have  given  their  consent  to  the 
refnul  of  the  loan,  when  they  knew  Aat 
the  inesitable  consB^asnce  would  be  a 
total  strap  to<  all  diidikadl ;  that  as.  to  the 
400,000v.  which  was  paid  So  gqresnment, 
mudi  had  been  said  with  regevd:  to  their 


being  aMe  tn  afibrd.k;  hut  that  he  waaef 
epinfon,  ttiat  those  wlm  daikveie  it,  hsdl 
eiifaeF ani  emi  mleni  totdaome  the  pro^ 
prietaz)r,  or  a  deanee  to  divide  IS^h  per 
cent  at  the  riah  af  their  canML  Vtom 
tills  itappealed,  for  he  wonli  not  aceaae 
them<  ai>  hardier:  Ssnfa%  that  thoae  adm 
eoodaated  Ike  afters,  at  thnt  tane^  had 
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not  the  knowledge  of  the  ability  of  the 
Company ;  that  upon  tliis,  stock  rose  to 
020,  and  their  views  perhaps  were  then 
answered,  by  being  able  to  sell  their  ca- 
pital at  so  high  a  price.    He  observed, 
that  those  nen  could  not  be  deemed  pro* 
per  judges  of  their  own  afiairs,  who  nad 
conducted  them  with  a  want  of  knowledge 
hitherto  so  apparent ;   that  he  was  sur* 
prised  that  these  very  people  should  have 
sat  18  months  at  the  India-housei    and 
never  once  asked  the  advice. or  assistance 
of  parliament :  that  it  wasplain^  that  such 
regulation  of  their  affiiirs  was  not  the  ob« 
ject  they  had  in  view  ;  but  let  those  gen-^ 
tlemen  in  this  House  now  consider  to  what 
a  dilemma  the  situation  of  their  afiairs 
were  brought,  and  to  what  a  distress  their 
creditors  were  come.    A  legal  remedy  by 
exchequer  process,  in  such  case,  would 
be  ruin  to  the  Company,  and  an  injury 
to  the  public.    They  tell  you  they  will  not 
receive  the  loan — wboare  they?  Why,  the 
500/.  proprietors,  and  those    very  -men 
who  have  proved  themselves  inadequate 
to  the  trust  reposed  in  them,  and  incom* 
petent  to  the  knowledge  of  their  a^rs. 
Ho  wished  the  House  would  not  suifer 
those  men,  whom  they  had  deemed  im- 
proper to  determine  upon  a  question  of 
this  magnitude  to  the  widow  and  foreign 
proprietor,  whether  they  should    receive 
the  loan  or  not ;  that  nothing  but  scenes 
of  distress  and  ruin  would  ensue,  if  no 
dividend  was  to  be  had.    The  widow,  he 
said,  whose    only  pittance  depended  on 
the  dividend,  would  b6  obliged  for  sup- 
port to  sell  her  capital;   and  what  would 
carry  with  it  a  degree  .of  greater  hardship, 
would  be  the  case  of  the  tenant  for  life, 
who  perhaps  has  no  other  support,  and 
cannot  be  empowered  to  sell  any  part  of 
his  capital  for  his  maintenance  ;  that  this 
last  case  would  be  peculiarly  hard ;  that 
by  the  sale  of  the  widow's  capital,   the 
stock  would  be  lowered  to  near  70,  and  by 
next  session  of  parliament  you  would  have 
a  petition  from  some  of  these  very  caball- 
ing proprietors,  that  they  would  accept  of 
the  loan ;  that  though  he  would  not  charge 
them  with  such  a  piece  of  iniquity,  yet  no 
doubt  they  would  nave  purchased  stock  at 
'the  price  of  70,  while,  by  the  petitioning 
next  session  to  parliament  to  receive  the 
loan,  the  stock  would  be  raised  to  150, 
or  more.     He  wished  Uie  House  to  con- 
aider  whether    they  would  suffer  these 
men  to  act  thus,  by  having  it  in  thei^  op- 
tion to  refuse  Uie  loan :  he  wished  that 
some  scheme  might  be  adopted  oa  tbb 


plan,  to  make  it  compnlsoiy ;  he  laid,  tfait 
the  Company,  it  was  true,  bsd  putchased 
in  their  last  charter  a  continuance  of  their 
trade,  but  they  had  not  the  lesst  idea  of 
purcbasing  either  empire  or  dominioD; 
tie  thought  that  the  tender  hand  of  govern- 
ment was  much  to  blame,  in  suffering  the 
appointment  of  the  civil  officers  in  htdia, 
as  directed  in  the  Regulating  Bill,  to  revert 
to  the  Company ;  but  he  hoped  that  vould 
be  otherwise  ordered  in  another  session. 
He  was  strongly  of  opinion  in  this  instance, 
that  the  option  of  refusing  the  losn  should 
not  be  left  in  the  Company,  but  made 
compulsory  by  parliament* 

Governor.  J9Arutone  hoped  that  the  ac- 
quiescetice  of  the  Company,  in  giving  the 
400,000^  would  not  be  considered  as  a 
blame^  or  charge  of  their  igooiance. 
When  the  noble  lord  on  the  Treasuiy- 
bench  had  declared  himself  in  a  met 
about  India  affiiirs,  was  it  any  wonder  that 
the  proprietors  should  be  ignoraot?  All 
the  India  Company  wished  was,  that  the 
law  should  take  iu  course,  and  that  future 
ages  might  know  that  they  did  aot  coo- 
sent  to  the  loan  offi^red  by  parliameot 
Let  government,  he  said,  limit  them  to 
what  dividend  they  pleased,  during  the 
time  they  owed  them  any  thing,  or  bad 
any  other  creditors,  but  parliament  oagbt 
not  to  restrain  them  afterwards  by  limitmg 
their  dividend :  he  believed  he  might  veo* 
ture  to  assert,  that  they  would  not  give  op 
their  rights  as  long  as  any  of  'the  lavs 
would  protect  them.  He  di0Q|^t  the 
case  of  the  Company  and  goveminentto 
be  simikr  to  that  of  tae  grand  seignior  and 
an  old  woman,  whose  obstinacy  refiaed 
the  grand  seignior  leave  to  erect  a  fortio 
the  place  where  her  bouse  stood:  the 
grand  seignior  found  the  old  wooao  io 
possession  of  the  house,  and  even  in  that 
arbitrary  country,  he  could  not  tarn  her 
out  without  her  consent ;  she  dsinedit 
as  her  right;  the  India  Company  claimed 
this  as  their  right;  and,  he  hoped atle^ 
that  the  minister  of  this  country  wooid 
not  act  in  a  more  arbitrary  manner  lh» 
the  grand  seienior. 

Lord  North  desired  the  hon.  gentleoff 
to  recollect,  that  the  action  at  law  for  re 
medy  by  gjovemment  was  upon  the  ttf 
duty,  but  that  the  debto  due  and  om£^ 
them  for  Uie  customs,  might  be  recovered 
by  exchequer  process,  the  Company  hantf 
given  bond  for  the  payment  of  them  and 
otberdttties.  HehopedstiU,thattheC€in* 
pany  might  be  enaUe4  to  govern  them* 
•elres»  bu(  if  (hejr  could  aott  o^  ^ 
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tbods  tttOBtbe  found  to  govern  them;  the 
blame  would  lie  upon  them,  in  having  re- 
fused to  co-operate  in  the  regulation ;  thej- 
had  labourea  hard  to  prevent  the  execu- 
tion of  such  refief ;  that  he  should  honrever 
rest  satfafied,  that  he  had  endeavoured 'to 
do  every  thing  that  was  right*     He  re- 
plied  to  the  story  of  the  grand  aeignior 
and  the  old  woman,  and  in  a  very  jocose 
manner  compared  the  old  woman  to  the 
India  Company,  and  retorted  the  sting  of 
the  story  upon  them.    He  said,   that  it 
was  not  in  tnis  instance  the  grand  seignior 
who  wanted  the  lands  of  the  old  woman, 
bot  the  old   woman  wanted  the  grand 
seignior's  money ;  that  she  was  anobsti« 
nate,  perverse  old   woman,  unwilling  to 
comply  with  any  proposition  for  her  good, 
and  that  when  the  grand  seignior  tells  her 
that  he  will  relieve  her  from  all  her  dis- 
tresses, and  save  her  from  destruction,  this 
obstinate  old  hag  cries  ont,  **  No,  I  will 
not  be  saved  !  you  shall  not  have  the  re- 
putation of  doing  me  service!''  that  this 
was  the  state  of  this  good*for-nothing  old 
hag,  that  sooner  than  comply  with  a  plan 
for  her  safety,  she  would  super  herself  to 
be  totally  ruined :  he  said  he  thought  this 
nearly  similar   to  the  government   and 
the  Company,  and  he  would  be  content, 
and  was  resolved  to  go  steadily  en  in  the 
plan  which  he  had  b^n  upon.    Surely  it 
wu  not  a  bad  principle  for  parliament  to 
adopt,  to  lend  the  Company  what  sums  of 
money  they  might  want,  and  for  the  pub- 
lic to  forego  every  shilling  of  emolument 
till  all  their  debts  were  paid  and  the  Com- 
pany^pat  once  more  upon  a  firm  and  solid 
ground;    at  least  this  principle  ought  not 
to  be  condemned  by  the  Company^  for 
whose  good  it  was  intended,  but  if  they 
did  condemn  it,  he  should  still  persist  in 
doing  what  he  thought  right 

Mr.  Demptter  made  some  few  observa- 
tions about  the  right  of  the  charter ;  that 
at  the  time  it  was  granted,  the  persons 
concerned  in  givinf^  that  power  wished, 
bj  the  language  of  it,  an  extension  of  ter- 
ntory;  that  toe  chairman  of  the  Com« 
pany,  when  that  large  dividend  of  12^  per 
oeAtr  was  made,  was  not  a  person  who  en- 
tered into  stock-jobbing  schemes ;  that  he 
looked  into  the  state  of  their  affiurs,  but 
did  not  look  &r  enough,  though  he  looked 
perhaps  farthpr  than  any  other  chairman 
ever  yet  had  done;  that  all  the  Company 
ihskt^d.  was  now  answered  by  this  protest, 
whether  the  petitions  were  given  back 
•r  not. 
Mr*  Djfion  observed,  that  the  petition 


which  they  had'  just  presented,  stating, 
that  they  had  a  sufficiency  of  credit,  and 
other  matters  of  great  importance,  was 
not  had  upon  ballot  at  the  India  house; 
that  the  prayer  of  the  petition  was  to  re- 
turn back  the  petition  requesting  the  loan 
of  1,500,000/.  which  was  upon  ballot; 
that  he  should  not  give  credit  to  the  latter, 
as  it  was  not  upon  ballot,  but  preferred 
the  proposition  of  the  former,  as  being  the 
more  authentic  wish  of  the  proprietors 
than  the  petition  presented  this  day. 

The  motion  to  withdraw  the  petition 
was  rejected  without  a  division,  and  the 
House  went  into  the  committee  upon  the 
Loan  Bill,  and  proceeded  in  the  same  till 
they  came  to  the  clause  which  left  the 
option  to  receive  the  loan  in  tlie  East  India 
Cfompany ;  upon  which 

Lord  North  said,  that  he  hoped  justice 
would  be  done  to  the  motives,  of  parlia- 
ment; that  it  was  not  till  after  parliament 
was  informed  that  the  India  Company 
would  not  consent  to  receive  the  loan, 
that  a  compulsory  method  had  been 
thought  of  or  ^adopted ;  but  as  he  per- 
ceivdl  it  to  be  the  sense  of  the  House  to 
adopt  the  compulsory  mode,  he  should 
move  to  adjourn  the  committee,  to  the 
&rther  consideration  and  alteration  of  that 
clause. 

Mr.  Walpole  foresaw  that  great  incon- ' 
venience  would  arise  by  suffering  the  go- 
vernment of  the  Company's  affiurs  to  con* 
tuiue  in  the  hands  of  the  5(M*  proprie- 
tors till  the  new  direction,  which  was  cop- 
posed  of  IfiQOL  voters,  which  did  not 
take  place  till  October, next;  that  he 
thought  the  Company  and  proprietors 
wer^  become  lunatics ;  that  they  were  no 
longer  merchants,  nor  could  be  considered 
in  a  commercial  light,  as  they  refused  this 
loan,  which  would  be  alone  tne  substantial 
basis  of  their  credit.  That  the  petition 
presented  this  day  set  forth  a  sufficiency 
of  credit,  but  that  he  could  not  find  it  out, 
when  they  were  over  head  and  ears  in 
debt,  and  had  no  money,  and  could  not 
raise  those  demands;  he  could  not  call 
this  credit ;  but  if  the  petition  had  set 
forth  that  they  had  a  sufficiency  of  faction,  . 
of  lunacy,  of  cabal,  and  of  ignorance,  he 
should  have  believed  it,  but  he  never  could 
have  credited  that  a  company  of  merchants  . 
would  refuse  to  accept  a  loan  th|it  would 
enable  them  to  pay  their  creditors,  had  he 
not  seen  it  under  their  own  hand  in  the 
petition  this  day  presented. 

Mr..  Solicitor  General  Wedderhum  said, 
the  only  idea  he  had  of  a  dividend  was^ 
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he  had,  according  to  those  ideaa,  been  in* 
structed  by  the  committee  at  Leadenhall- 
street  to  resist  it  on  that  ground ;  that  he 
did  not  choose  to  tire  the  House  at  this 
season  with  a  fresh  opposition,  but  he 
trusted  administration  itself,  all  circum- 
stances considered,  would  see  the  pro- 
priety of  relaxing  in  some  degree. 

Lord  North  very  strongly  enforced  the 
arguments  started  by  Mr.  Jenkinson.  He 
said  that  several  applications  had  been 
made  by  persons  in  the  manufacturing 
counties  to  oblige  the  Company  to  a  con- 
tinuance of  their  a^reement ;  that  consi- 
dering the  present  low  state  of  tlie  woollen 
manufacture,  if  such  a  permission  as  that 
desired  .^y  the  Company  were  to  take 
place,  it  might  be  proouctive  of  the  most 
fatal  consequences  to  that  branch  of  our 
trade ;  and  that,  however  severe  the  pre- 
sent clause  might  seem,  it  could  be  looked 
upon  no  more  than  as  a  kind  of  tax  paid 
to  the  public  at  large,  for  the  many  ex- 
clusive advantageous  privileges  the  Com- 
pany enjoyed  by  charter. 

Mr.  Furling  differed  totally  from  his 
lordship  in  his  conclusions  relative  to  the 
supposed  operation  of  the  clause  respect- 
ing the  encouragement  intended  to  be 
given  thereby  to  the  woollen  manufacture, 
as  the  rottenness  and  badness  of  the  com- 
modity, by  being  kept  too  long  on  hand, 
would  totally  destroy  its  credit  at  all  the 
eastern  markets;  by  which  that  valuable 
branch  of  export  would  be  in  the  end  to- 
tally lost  to  the  nation. 

The  proposed  amendment  at  length 
took  place.  The  Bill  was  ordered  to  be 
engrossed.  On  the  19th  it  was  read  a 
third  time  and  paEsed. 

The  King^s  Speech  at  the  Close  of  the 
Session,^  July  1.  His.  Majesty  came  to 
the  House  of  reers,  and  put  an  end  to  the 
Session  with  the  following  Speech  to  both 
Houses : 

**  My  Lordsi  and  Gentlemen, 

**  I  cannot  close  this  session  without  as- 
suring you  that  I  have  observed,  with 
much  satisfaction,  the  zeal,  assiduity,  and 
perseverance,  with  which  you  have  applied 
yourselves  to  the  very  important  busmess 
which,  at  the  meeting  of  parliament,  I  re- 
commended to  your  particular  attention  ; 
mnd  I  hope  and  trust,  that  the  laws  which 
have  been  the  result  of  your  deliberations 
will  be  found  to  answer  the  salut  jry  pur- 
poses for  which  they  were  intended. 

**  The  continuance  of  the  war  between 
Russia  aad  the  Porte  (with  both  of  whom  I 


am  closely  connected  in  friendship,  si. 
though  under  no  engagement  to  either] 
gives  me  great  concern ;  but,  from  the 
pacific  dispositions  of  other  powers,  Ihave 
reason  to  nope  that  those  troubles  will  ex- 
tend DO  itirtner.  I  shall  persevere  in  mj 
earnest  endeavours  to  preserve  the  general 
tranquillity  of  Europe ;  at  die  same  tine 
it  shalLbe  the  constant  object  of  mj  caie 
to  be  sufficiently  prepared  against  anj 
event  which  may  anect  the  honour,  aifetv, 
or  interest,  of  my  kingdoms. 
*'  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
**  1  return  you  my  hearty  thanks  for 
the  supplies  which  you  have  granted  me 
with  so  much  cheerfulness ;  and  I  tee, 
with  pleasure,  that,  notwiUutanding  the 
ample  provision  which  you  have  made  for 
every  branch  of  the  public  service,  ud 
the  effectual  relief  and  support  which  joq 
have  affbrded  to  the  East  India  Compmy, 
you  have  been  able  to  make  some  progrea 
in  reducing  the  national  debt. 
'<  My  L^rds,  and  Gentlemen, 
**  The  experience  I  have  had  of  jw 
attention  to  the  public  good,  and  of  yoor 
attachment  to  me,  convinces  me  that  yoa 
will,  in  your  several  stations,  use  yoar  ut- 
most endeavours  to  assist  me  in promotiog 
the  happiness  of  my  people.  I  have  do 
other  object  but  their  welfiwe,  aad  oo 
other  view  but  to  employ  the  pewen  with 
which  I  am  entrusted  in  maintaining  the 
credit,  reputation^  and  prospenty  of  nj 
kingdoms.'' 

The  Parliament  was  then  prorogued  to 
the  7th  of  September;  and  afterwards  to 
the  13th  of  January,  1774. 


1774. 

SEVENTH  SESSION 

OV    THB 

THIRTEENTH    PABLIAMENT 

or 

GREAT  BRITAIN. 

The  King's  Speech  on  Openingthe  Set- 
«o;i.«]     January  13,  1774.     The  King 


•  "  The  recess  of  parliament  was  iVff^ 
with  nothing  remarkable  in  nffun ro***'!^.^' 
mestic.  In  general,  a  greater  qaiet  seeniw  » 
take  place  in  the  raioda  of  the  people,  tbiov 
any  time  since  the  commencement  ®f  ^*'*  PJT 
sent  parliament.  The  aOiirs  of  the  East- 1^ 
Company,  in  the  preceding  sesnoo,  bad  cotf- 
derably  taken  vfF  their  attentioa  from  thu^  ^ 
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came  to  the  House  of  Peers,  and  opened 
the  Session  with  the  following  Speech  to 
both  Houses: 

<<  Mj  Lords,  an^  Gentlemen, 
'^  The  unusual  length  of  the  last  session 
or  parliament  made  me  desirous  of  giving 

jecU  which  were  the  principal  sources  of  dis- 
coDtent  and  jf»aloa$y. 

^'  Other  matters  concurred  to  this  state  of 
public  quiet.  Those  who  had  so  otUD  peti- 
tioned for  the  dissolution  of  ihe  present  parlia- 
ment, and  many  others,  who,  as  little  satisfied 
with  some  of  its  proceedings,  had  notwith- 
standing, from  various  causes,  refrained  from 
that  miMe  of  seeking  relief,  now  consoled  them- 
selves with  the  reflection,  that  the  period  of  its 
political  existence  approached ;  and  were  not 
without  hopes,  that  as  the  time  g^rew  nearer, 
when  the  representatives  would  be  returned  to 
their  constituents,  and  might  expect,  that  their 
past  I'ooduct  would  become  the  measure  of 
future  support,  they  would  accordingly  pro- 
vide for  that  event  by  some  popular  acts, 
which,  if  they  did  not  immediately  strike  at 
the  root  of  those  measures  that  were  deeitoed 
Ihe  roost  obnoxious,  would  at  least  have  given 
general  satisfaction  in  other  respects.  This 
was  tlie  more  hoped  fur,  not  only  as  it  was  con« 
sonant  to  former  experience,  but  that,  as  the 
beat  and  bitterness  of  contention  would  have 
time  to  wear  away,  a  calmer  season  of  reflec- 
tion, and  a  more  undisturbed  view  of  things 
might,  as  opposition  thought,  naturally  be  ex- 
pected. 

*'  Administration  had  long  carried  every 
thing  with  so  triumphant  a  sway,  that  no 
common  event  seemed  capable  of  endangering 
its  security.  The  opinion  of  their  stability  was 
increased  even  by  the  nature  of  the  measures 
which  bad  been  adopted:  the  more  unlikely 
they  were  to  succeed,  the  more  splendid  the 
success  of  the  undertaking  appeared.  The 
minds  of  the  people,  eogagt:d  by  a  succession 
of  new  objects,  were  no  longer  quite  so  power- 
ful iy  affected  by  what  had  so  strongly  agitated 
them  for  some  yearn  past.  This  remission  in 
the  spirit  of  the  people  at  large  had  given  a  fa- 
cility for  desertions  of  several  from  the  opposi- 
tion to  the  court,  which  was  liberal  in  reward- 
ing those  seasonable  conversions. 

*'  There  was  no  very  material  change  in  the 
state  of  pirties,  except  that  general  decline  of 
strength  in  the  opposition.  The  Rockingham 
parly  siill  continned  whole  and  unbroken,  and 
invariably  pursued  its  original  line  of  public 
conduct.  '  By  this  means,  though  constantly 
overpowered,  it  notwithstanding  continued  in 
some  degree  formidable.  The  same  difierences 
of  opinion  or  affections,  and  the  same  occa- 
sional junction  in  others,  still  took  place  be- 
tween I  hem  and  that  which  was  attached  to  the 
earl  of  Chatham. 

'*  While  aflfairs  were  in  this  dormant  state  at 
home,  fresh  matter  unfortunatelv  oocorre«l,  for 
the  blewiag  op  into  a  Jflame  those,  embers  of 


you  as  long  a  recess  as  the  public  service 
would  admit.  I  have  therefore  been  glad 
to  find  myself  under  no  necessity  of  calU 
ing  you  from  your  respective  counties  at 
an  earlier  season;  and  I  doubt  not  but 
you  are  now  met  together  in  the  best  dis- 


discontent  and  discord,  which  bad  too  long 
been  kept  alive  in  America.  The  insignificaut 
duty  of  Sd,  per  pound  on  tea,  which  had  been 
left  behind  smgly  in  the  year  1770,  when  all 
the  other  articles  enumerated  in  tbe  same  Bill 
for  the  purpose  of  rniKiog  a  revenue  bad  been 
repealed,  was  now  doomed  to  be  the  fatal  bone 
of  contention  between  tbe  mother  country  and 
her  colonies. — ^The  consequent  discontents  and 
disorders  continued  to  prevail,  in  a  greater  or 
lesser  degree,  through  all  the  old  cokinies  on 
the  continent.  The  same  spirit  pervad<>«l  tbe 
whole.  Even  those  colonies  which  depended 
most  upon  the  mother  country  for  tbe  con* 
sumption  of  their  productions,  entered  into  si* 
milar  associations  with,  the  others ;  and  no- 
thing was  to  be  beard  of,  but  resolutions  for  the 
encouragement  of  their  own  manufactures,  tbe 
consumption  of  home  products,  the  discott- 
ragement  of  foreign  articles,  and  the  retrench* 
ment  of  all  snpeAuities.  But  still  these  were 
only  symptoms  of  discontent,  which  hail  little 
effect  on  the  trade  to  the  colonies.  That  trade, 
which  had  somewhat  stagnated  on  the  late  non- 
importation anfreement,  revived  ai^ain,  and  even  ^ 
flourished.  The  article  iodeeil  of  tea,  was  by  ' 
tbe  resolutions  of  several  colonies  strictly  pro- 
hibited ;  but  it  still  continued  to  be  introduced 
both  from  England  and  other  countries,  and 
the  duties  were  paid,  though  with  some  small 
appearance  of  exterior  guard  aud  caution. 

"In  the  mean  time,  the  governurs  of  most 
nf  the  colonies,  and  the  people,  were  in  a  con- 
tinual state  of  warfare.  Assemblies  were  re- 
peatedly called ,  and  suddenly  dissolved.  Their 
time  was  employed,  while  sitting,  in  reiterating . 
grievances,  and  fraroidg  remonstrances.  Other 
matters  sprung  up,  besides  tbe  tea  duty  and 
tbe  custom -booses,  to  increase  tbe  general  dis- 
content. Tbe  late  adopted  measure,  of  tbe 
governors  and  judges  being  paid  their  salaries 
by  the  crown,  and  thereby,  as  they  were  re- 
movable at  pleasure,  rendered  entiiiely  de- 
pendent on  that,  and  totally  independent  of  the 
people,  and  provincial  assemblies,  however 
riffht  or  necessary  in  the  present.state  of  affairs, 
afforded  an  inexhaustible  source  of  ill- humour 
and  complaint. 

*'  The  greatest  outrage,  which  was  com- 
mitted in  this  state  of  disorder,  happene<l  at 
Providence  in  Rhode- island,  where  bis  Ma*  « 
jesty's  armed  schooner,  tbe  Gaspee,  having 
been  stationed  to  prevent  tbe  smuggling  for 
which  that  place  was  notorious,  the  vif^lance 
of  the  officer,  who  commanded  the  vessel,  so 
enraged  tbe  people,  that  they  boarded  her  at  • 
midnight,  to  the  number  of  *200  armed  men, 
and  after  wounding  him,  and  forcioir  him  and 
his  people  to  go  onshore,  concluded  this  daring 
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position  for  applying  younelvoB  to  the^dis- 
patch  of  the  public  business. 

*<  1fou  will,  I  am  persuaded,  agree  with 
xne  in  r^etting  that  die  peace,  so  long 
jexpected,  and  so  very  desirable,  is  not  jet 
effected  between  Russia  and  the  Porte; 

exploit  by  burning  the  tclMMM)«r.  Though  a 
jreward  of  500/.  together  with  a  pardoo,  if 
jclaimed  by  an  aceoinplice,  was  offered  by  pro- 
elaniatioD  for  the  dticofering  and  apprefaendiog 
Any  of  the  persons  concerned  in  thu  atrocious 
act,  no  effectual  diseoFery  coald  be  made. 

*<  An  odd  incident  happened,  which  serfed  to 
retire,  with  double  force,  all  the  ill  temper  and 
animosity  tliat  bad  long  suhnsted  between  the 
executire  part  of  gorernmeot  and  the  people  ia 
the  province  of  Massacbusett's  bay.  This  was 
the  accidental  discovery,  and  publication,  of  a 
aumber  of  confidential  iettets,  which  had  been 
written  during  the  course  of  the  unhappy  dis- 
•putes  with  the  mother  country,  by  the  then  go- 
-veriior  and  deputy -governor  iof  Uiat  oo4ony,  to 
persons  in  |M>wer  and  office  in  £nf(4and.  The 
fetters  contained  a  very  unfavourable  represen- 
•tation  of  the  state  of  affairs,  the  temper  and 
disposition  of  the  people,  and  the  views  of  their 
Jeaders,  in  that  province  ;  and  tended  to  show, 
not  only  the  necessity  of  the  most  coercive 
measures,  but  that  even  a  Tery  considerable 
ebange  of  the  constitution,  and  system  of  go- 
vernment, was  necessary,  to  secure  the  obe- 
dience of  the  colony. 

**  I'hese  letters  indeed  were  in  part  confi- 
dential and  privaie ;  but  the  people  of  the  co- 
lony insisted,  that  they  were  evidently  ifiteaded 
to  influence  the  conduct  of  government,  and 
must  therefore  be  shewn  to  such  persons  as 
had  an  interest  in  preserving  their  privileges. 
Upon  the  destb  of  a  gentleman  in  whose  pos- 
session these  letters  then  happened,  they  by 
some  means,  which  are  not  known,  fell  into 
the  hands  of  the  agent  for  the  colony  of  Massa- 
chusett's  bfy,  who  immediately  transmitted 
them  to  the  assesobly  of  that  province,  which 
was  then  sitting  at  Boston.  The  indication 
and  ammosity  which  these  letters  excited  on 
the  one  side,  and  the  confusion  on  the  other, 
neither  need  nor  admit  of  description. 

"  AfWr  se?eral  violeot  resolutions  in  the 
liouse  of  representatives,  the  letters  were  pre- 
sented to  tne  council,  aoder  the  strictest  in- 
junction from  the  representatives,  that  the  per- 
sons, who  were  to  shew  them,  should  not  by 
any  meana  suffer  them,  even  for  a- moment, 
out  of  their  own  kn mediate  handa.  This  af- 
front to  the  governor  was  adopted  by  theoouo- 
i!il ;  and,  upon  his  requiring  to  examine  the 
letters  that  were  attributed  to  him,  thereby  to 
be  enabled,  either  to  acknowledge  them,  if 
genuine,  or  to  reprobate  them  if  spurious,  that 
board,  under  the  pretence  of  this  restriction,  re- 
fused to  deliver  them  into  his  hands ;  but  sent 
'  a  committee  to  open  them  before  him,  that  he 
raigbt  examine  the  band- writing.  To  this  in- 
dignity he  was  obliged  to  subnoit^  as  well  as  to 


bat  it  is  with  real  satis&ction  Icanre^, 
that  other  foreign  powers  contioHe  lUU  to 
have  the  same  pacific  dispositions  srith 
myself.  I  can  have  no  other  wish  than  to 
see  the  general  tranquillity  restored,  for 
the    est^lishmeot  and  subseqaent  pre* 

the  oMrtification  of  ackoowledgiag  tbe  ngu^ 
ture. 

•*  Such  a  new  source  of  discord  wu  doI 
wanting  in  that  colony.  The  house  of  is- 
sembly  passed  a  petition  and  renBOostraocett 
bis  majesty,  in  wbidi  they  charged  their  so- 
vernor  and  lieutenant-governor  wUh  beisg  V 
trayers  of  their  trusts,  and  of  the  people  diey 
f^verued.;  of  giving  private,  partial,  and  falie 
information ;  declared  them  enemies  to  tbe  co* 
lony,  and  prayed  for  justice  against  then,  ni 
for  their  speedy  removal  from  their  phoo. 
So  wide  was  the  discontent,  and  so  veak  liie 
powers  of,  government  in  that  aasentbly,  tlat 
these  charges,  with  many  others,  were  carried 
through  by  a  asajority  of  89  to  12. 

«<  As  we  have  just  obsersied,  the  article  «f 
tea  oontifiued,  notwithstanding  the  strong  ns^ 
Imiras  of  the  ootonists,  to  be  still  imported  into 
America ;  vet  by  tbe  advantages  wbidi  fo* 
reigners  had  in  the  sale  of  tbe  low-priGed  lets, 
as  weU  as  the  general  odium  attending  tiie 
British  tess,  which,  as  bearing  a  parliameslar; 
duty,  were  considered  as  instruments  of  slifcyi 
the  East  India  Company  was  thought  to  sufir 
much  by  the  dispute  with  the  colonies. 

«*  Thus  circumstanced,  the  minister  ia  tbe 
last  session,  as  some  apparent  coosolatioD  It 
that  Company,  for  the  strong  measures  vhicb 
wera  then  pursued  againat  it,  bygovemsiMt, 
brought  in  a  Bill,  by  which  tbey  wereesabM 
to  export  their  teas,  doty  free,  to  sil  phcs 
whatsoever,  la  consequence  of  this  metserr, 
tbe  Company  departed  in  some  degrre  ftm  is 
establislied  mode,  of  disposing  ol'  its  teis  ^ 
public  sales  lo  the  merchants  and  dealers,  tM 
adopted  the  new  system,  of  becoouo;  its  o** 
expovter  and  factor.  Several  ships  wore  i^ 
oerdingly  freighted  with  teas  for  thediffcrcel 
colonies  by  t^e  Company,  where  it  also  ip* 
pomted  agenu  ibr  tlie  disposal  of  that  csan»- 

«•  Thesuooess  of  this  scheme,  snd  the  sliMy 
to  be  derived  from  it,  if  it  did  sucoetd,  srereit 
tbe  time  much  questioned  :•  some  odire  mev* 
hers  m  that  CWipaoy,  and  one  geetleaiios 
great  consideration  amongst  thcoi,  itiB<** 
strsted  agamat  it,  as  rather  cahwUted  for  tsi 
establishment  of  the  revenue  tew  in  Amenes, 
than  as  a  favour  or  sere  ice  to  Uie  Cm^f 
It  is  true,  that  tbey  had  Aen  about  ssveniocs 
millions  of  pounds  of  tea  in  their  wsKbsiu^ 
but  though  this  appeared  an  iminense^u? 
to  those  who  were  not  versed  in  tbesuteoftis 
trade,  it  was  said,  in  reality,  to  be  only  cfw  i* 
al  consumotwo,  snd  it  •*« 


about  two  years  usual  Cuuouut"— >»  —  ^. 
always  ioteaded  to  have  a  year's  stock  is  bn^ 
**  It  appears  that  tbe  Compaavwss sot  iPv 
qoitesatisiedas  to  thentiii^  afthis  i 
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servation  of  which  no  endeavours  of  mine^ 
consistent  with  the  honour  of  my  crown, 
and  the  interests  of  my  people,  shdl  ever 
be  wanting. 

*<  In  this  state  of  foreign  affiiirs  you  will 
have  full  leisure  to  attend  to  the  improve- 

and  acoordiogly  consuUed  some  of  the  most 
eminent  peraoDs  iu  tiie  tea  trade  upon  the  sub- 
ject. By  some  of  the  most  intelligent  of  these 
it  was  represented,  ss  the  wildest  scheme  that 
could  be  imagined,  and  the  most  remote  from 
affording  the  relief  which  they  wanted.  That 
even  sooposing  it  attended  with  all  the  success 
of  wbicn  it  was  possibly  capable,  the  returns 
would  be  too  slow  and  too  precarious,  to  supply 
in  any  de|free  the  Company's  present  exigen- 
cies in  poiatof  cash;  that  on  the  other  hand, 
it  would  be  offering  the  greatest  iajnry  to  the 
merchants,*  who  were  their  estaAisbed  and 
never  failing  customers ;  who  purchased  their 
teas  at  all  risks,  and  paid  vast  sums  of  money 
at  stated  times  independent  of  them.  Certain 
measures  were  also  proposed,  relative  to  the 
holding  of  two  public  sales  within  gif  en  dis- 
tances of  time,  by  which  the  Company  would 
not  only  dispose  of  all  its  teas,  but  would  re- 
ceire,  as  they  supposed,  by  the  first  payment, 
at  the  end  only  of  five  months,  no  less  than 
1,200,000/.  in  cash:  a  sum  so  considerable, 
and  to  be  paid  in  so  short  a  time,  that  it  would 
probably  enable  them  to  refrain  from  the  fatal 
loan,  which  they  were  negociating  with  the 
public.  The  first  measnre,  being  a  favourite 
with  government,  was  adopted,  notwithstanding 
these  ressoos  and  proposals. 

**  If  such  were  the  opinions  formed  upon 
this  scheme  at  home,  it  was  universally  con- 
aidered  in  the  colonies,  as  calcuhUed  merely  to 
circumvent  them  into  a  compliance  with  the 
revenue  law,  and  thereby  open  the  door  to  an 
unlimited  taxation.  For  it  was  easily  seen, 
that  if  the  tea  was  once  landed  and  in  the  cus- 
tody of  the  consignees,  no  aasociations,  nor 
other  measures,  would  be  sufficient  to  prevent 
its  sale  and  consumption ;  and  nobody  could 
pretend  to  imagine,  that  when  taxation  was 
established  in  one  instance,  it  would  restrain 
iuelf  in  others.  Besides  that  all  the  dealers, 
both  legal  and  clandestine,  who  as  tea  is  an 
article  of  such  general  consumption  in  Ame- 
rica, were  extremely  powerful,  saw  their  trade 
taken  at  once  out  of  their  hands.  They  sup- 
posed that  it  would  all  fall  into  the  hands  of 
the  Company's  consignees,  to  whom  they  must 
become  in  a  grsat  measure  dependent,  if  they 
ooukl  hope  to  trade  at  all.  The  Bast  India 
0)mpany  by  the  late  regulations  was  brought 
entirely  under  the  direction  of  government. 
The  consignees  were  of  course  such  as  favoured 
admioistiiatioo,  and  fsr  thai  resson  the  most 
unpopular  people  in  America.  Particularly  at 
Boston,  they  were  of  the  family  and  nearest 
caraneetaons  of  those  gentlemen,  whose  letters 
as  we  have  abserved,  had  at  that  time  kindled 
mch  prodigious  heat  and  aainosilisa  among  the 
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roent  of  our  internal  and  domestic  situa- 
tion ;  and  to  the  prosecution  of  measures 
more  immediately  respecting  the  preserva* 
tion  and  advancement  of  the  revenue  and 
commerce  of  the  kingdom.  Among  the 
objects  which,    in  this  view,   will  come 

people.  It  was  at  an  unlucky  time  that  they 
thought  they  saw  a  monopoly  formed  in  fiivour 
of  the  most  obnoxious  persons,  and  that  too  for 
the  purpose  of  coufirmmg  an  odious  tax.  The 
same  spirit  seemed  to  run  like  wild  fire  through* 
out  the  colonies,  and  without  any  apparent  pre- 
vious concert,  it  was  every  where  determined 
to  prevent  the  landing  of  the  teas  at  all  events. 

*^  At  the  same  time  the  East  India  Company 
beeameso  exceedingly  odious  to  the  people,  that 
a  mere  opposition  to  her  interests,  abstracted 
from  all  other  causes,  wouU  have  embarrassed 
any  messuretbat  was  undertaken  in  her  fkvour. 
The  colonists  said,  that  she  was  quitting  her 
usual  line  of  conduct,  and  wantonly  becoming 
the  instrument  of  giving  efficacy  to  a  law  which 
they  detested :  thereby  involving  them,  as  they 
affirmed,  in  the  present  dangerous  dilemma, 
either  of  submission  to  the  establishment  of  a 
precedent  which  they  deemed  fatal  to  their  li- 
berties, or  of  bringing  mstters  to  a  crisis  which 
they  dreaded,  by  adopting  the  only  means  thai 
seemed  left  to  prevent  its  execution. 

**  As  the  time  approached  when  the  arrival 
of  the  tea  ships  for  the  exeoutwn  of  the  new 
plan  was  expected,  the  people  assembled  st  dif> 
ferent  places  in  great  bodies,  and  began  to  take 
such  measurei^as  seemed  most  effectusi  to  pre- 
vent the  landing  of  their  cargoes.  The  lea 
consignees,  who  had  been  appointed  by  the 
India  Company,  were  obliged  in  most  places 
(and  in  some  at  the  peril  of  property,  if  not  of 
life)  to  relinquish  their  appointments  and  to 
enter  into  public  engagements  not  to  act  in  that 
capacitor .  Committees  were  appointed  by  the 
people  in  different  towns  and  provinces,  whom 
they  armed  with  such  power  as  they  supposed 
themaelves  enabled  to  beatow.  They  were  an* 
tborized  to  inspect  mercbsnts'  books,  to  propose 
fessts,  to  pnniah  those  whom  they  considered 
as  contumacious,  by  the  dangerous  proscrip* 
lion  of  declaring  them  enemies  to  their  country, 
sod  of  assembling  the  people  when  they 
thought  necessary.  In  a  word,  their  powers 
wese  as  indefinite,  as  the  authority  under  which 
they  aeted. 

**  In  the  tumultoons  assemblies  whioh  wera 
frequently  held  upon  this  occasion,  numberless 
resolutions  were  passed,  extremely  derogatory 
with  respect  to  the  authority  of  the  supreme 

Sislature.  Inflammatory  hand*  bills,  and 
er  ssditions  papers  were  continually  pub* 
lished ;  nor  were  the  coaduotors  of  oews-pa« 
pers,  nor  the  writers  of  various  pamphlets^ 
much  more  ffuarded  in  their  conduct,  vr  tem« 
perate  in  their  msnnar.  Bven  st  Philadelphia, 
which  had  been  so  leog  oelebvated,  for  the  ex« 
eallsaoy  of  iu  pohoa  imd  ffovaramem,  and  tho 
lenipemteBMBBenof  itaiaKahilantSypiinled  pa* 
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sufficiently  secure  from  being  again  ex- 
posed to  the  liJLe  danger. 

**  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Comtnoa$i 
<*  I  have  order^  the  proper  Estimates 
for  the  current  3'ear  to  be  laid  before  yoa; 
and  rely  on  your  readiness  to  grant  me  such 
supplies  as  shall  be  found  requisite  in  the 
present  situation  of  afiairs. 

'  **  My  Lordsy  and  Gentlemen, 
i  "  The  experience  I  have  had  of  your 
past  conduct  leaves  me  no  room  to  doubt 
either  of  your  zeal  or  prudence.  In  your 
endeavours  to  promote  the  welfare  of  your 
country  you  will  not  suffer  any  parts  of 
the  pubhc  service  to  escape  your  atteo- 
tiooy  but,  various  and  extensive  ta  those 
are,  you  Will  be  careful  to  select,  for  your 
immediate  deliberation,  sndi  of  them  as 
shall  appear  to  be  most  important;  asd 
you  can  propose  no.  measures  that  will 
serve  either  to  secure  or  advance  the  ba^ 
piness  and  prosperity  of  my  people,  in 
which  you  may  not  always  depend  on  mj 
most  hearty  concurrence." 


under  your  consideration,  none  can  better 
deserve  your  attention  than  the  State  of 
the  Gold  Coin,  which  I  must  recommend 
to  you  in  a  more  particular  inanner,  as 
well  on  account  of  its  very  high  import- 
ance, as  of  the  peculiar  advantages  which 
the  present  time  affords  for  executing, 
with  success,  such  measures  as  you  may 
find  it  expedient  to  adopt  with  respect  to 
this  great  national  concern.  ,  The  degree 
of  diminution  which  that  coin  had  ac- 
tually suffered,  and  the  very  rapid  pro- 
gress which  the  mischief  was  daily  making, 
were  truly  alarming :  it  is  with  much  satis- 
faction that  I  have  seen  the  evil  in  a  great 
measure  checked  by  the  regulations  made 
in  the  last  session  of  parliament.  I  trust, 
however,  that  you  wid  not  stop  here,  nor 
think  that  you  have  dischargea  your  duty, 
either  to  your  country  or  your  fellow  sub- 
jects, without  using  your  best  endeavours 
for  putting  the  gold  coin  upon  such  a 
footmg  as  may  not  only  completely  re- 
move the  present  grievance,  but  render 
the  credit  and  commerce  of  the  kingdom 

per»  were  dispersed,  warning  the  pilots  on  the 
river  Delaware,  not  to  conduct  any  of  these 
tea  shipft  into  their  harboar,  which  were  only 
sent  out  for  the  purpose  of  enslaving  and  poi- 
■ooing  all  the  Americans ;  at  the  same  time, 
givtnif  them  plainly  to  understand  it  was  ex- 
pei^ted,  that  they  would  apply  their  knowledge 
of  the  river,  under  the  colour  of  their  profes- 
sion, in  such  a  manner,  as  would  effectually 
secure  their  country  from  so  imminent  a  dan- 

Sn*.  At  New  York,  in  a  similar  publication, 
ose  ships  are  said  to  be  loaden  with  the  feUers 
which  had  been  forged  for  them  in  Great  Bri- 
tain, and  every  vengeance  is  denounced  against 
all  persons,  who  dare  in  any  manner  contribute 
fo  the  introduction  of  those  chains.  All  the 
colonies  seemed  to  have  instantly  united  in  this 
pointy 

'*  The  town  of  Boston,  which  had  been  so 
long  obnoxious  to  government,  was  the  scene 
of  the  first  outrage.  Three  ships  lad^n  with 
tea,  having  arrived  in  that  p|ort,  the  captains 
were  terrified  into  a  concession,  that  if  they 
were  permitted  by  the  consignees,  the  board  of 
customs,  and  the  fort  of  Castle  William,  they 
would  return  with  their  cargoes  to  England. 
These  promises  could  not  be  fulfilled ;  the  con- 
signees refused  to  diacharge  the  captains  from 
the  obligations  under  which  they  were  char- 
tered for  the  delivery  of  their  cargoes;  the 
custom- honse  refused  them  a  clearance  for 
their  return :  and  the  governor  to  grant  them 
a  passport  for  clearing  the  fort 

«'  In  this  state,  it  was  easily  seen  by  the  peo- 
ple of  the  town,  that  the  ships  lying  so  near, 
the  teas  would  be  landed  by  degrees,  notwith- 
standing any  guard  they  could  keep,  or  mea- 
itiScentoprevsiit  it;  and  it  was  as  well 


known,  that  if  they  were  landed,  nothing  oonM 
prevent  their  being  disposed  of,  amltbenbT 
the  purpose  of  establishing  the  monopoly  awi 
raising  a  revenue  fulfilled.  To  prevent  ikii 
dreaded  consequence,  a  number  of  armed  dko, 
under  the  disipuise  of  Mohawk  I ndiaoi,  boarded 
the  ships,  and  in  a  few  boars  discharged  timr 
whole  cargoes  of  tea  into  the  sea,  without  (U- 
ing  any  other  damage,  or  offering  any  iojorj 
to  the  captains  or  crewi.  It  was  remarktUe. 
that  the  government,  civil  potrer,  garrisoDvf 
Fort  William,  and  armed  ships  in  the  barber, 
were  totally  inactive  upon  this  occasion. 

**  Some  smaller  quantities  of  tea  met  after* 
wards  with  a  similar  fate,  at  Boston,  apd  afe« 
other  places;  but  in  general  the  conimisiiM«' 
for  the  sale  of  that  commodity,  haviog  b«B 
obliged  to  relinquish  their  employment,  asd  » 
other  persons  daring  to  receive  the  eargotf 
which  were  consignoi  to  them,  the  maatrrs  of 
the  tea  vessels  from  these  circmptuncr*,  ^ 
well  as  from  a  knowledge  of  daniter,  aod  (i)< 
determined  resolution  ot  the  people,  readiiT 
complied  with  the  terms  which  were  preKnbw, 
of  returning  directly  to  England,  wiibwiiW' 
tangling  themselves  by  any  entry  at  tbeciO' 
torn-  houses.  At  New  York  it  was  indeed  laod' 
ed  under  the  cannon  of  a  man  of  war.  Bi^ 
the  government  there  were  obliged  to  cos^jnt 
to  its  being  lockeil  up  from  use.  In  ^"'''^' 
rolina  some  was  thrown  into  the  river  as  at  B<s- 
ton. 

"  Such  was  the  issue  of  this  oofortoBati 
scheme.  Some  disposition  to  these  distur* 
bances  was  known  pretty  eariy ;  but  as  tbetf 
utmost  extent  was  still  unknown,  the  n<^V 
of  parliament  was  deferred  until  after  Ibe  m' 
days."    Annual  Register. 
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The  Lords*  Address  of  Thanks.^  His 
Majesty  having  retired,  the  following  Ad- 
dress was  n^ov^d  by  the  earl  of  Nurthinff- 
ton  and  seconded  by  lord  Willoughby  de 
Broke;  and  agreed  to  without  any  de* 
bate: 

"  Most  Gracious  Sovereign, 

**  We,  your  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and 
loyal  subjects,  the  Lords  spiritual  and  tem- 
poral, in  parliament  assembled,  return 
your  Majesty  our  humble  thanks  for 
your  most  gracious  Speech  from  the 
throne. 

"  We  are  truly  sensible  of  your  Majes- 
ty's goodness  in  having  granted  us  as  long 
a  recess  from  business  as  the  public  ser- 
vice would  admit. 

**  We  cannot  but  express  oup  concern 
that  the  peace  so  long  expected,  and  so 
very  desirable,  is  not  yet  concluded  be- 
tween Russia  and  the  Forte:  it  gives  us, 
however,  great  satisfaction  to  hear  of  the 
continuance  of  the  pacific  dispositions  of 
other  foreign  powers;  and  we  humbly 
beg  leave  to  return  your  Majesty  our  sin- 
cerest  thanks  for  your  Majesty's  niost  gra- 
cious declaration,  that  no  endeavours  shall 
be  viranting  on  your  part,  consistent  with 
the  honour  of  your  crown,  and  the  in- 
terests of  your  people,  towards  the  esta* 
blishment  and  subsequent  preservation  of 
the  public  tranquillity. 

**  Your  Majesty  may  be  assured,  that 
we  entertain  the  justest  sense  of  your  Ma- 
jesty's paternal  care  in'  recommending  to 
your  parliament  to  makje  use  of  this  seasom 
of  tranquillity  for  improving  the  com- 
merce and  revenue  of  the  kingdom,  and 
in  pointing  out  to  us  particularly  the  ne- 
cessity, and  great  national  advantage  of 
putting  the  gold  coin  on  such  a  footing, 
as  may  completely  remove  the  present 
grievance,  and  secure  the  credit  and  com- 
merce of  the  kingdom  from  being  aeain 
exposed  to  the  like  danger :  the  wisaom 
and  goodness  of  your  Majesty  on  this  oc- 
casion appear  in  so  conspicuous  a  light,  as 
caoxiot  fail  to  fill  our  minds  with  the 
deepest  gratitude,  and  raise  in  us  the 
strongest  desire  of  employing  our  utmost 
efforts  for  such  salutary  purposes. 

**  Animated  with  every  sentiment  of 
duty  to  your  Majesty,  and  zeal  for  the 
public  welfare,  we  will  take  under  our 
most  serious  consideration  the  important 
objects  to  which  your  Majesty  has  direct- 
ed our  attention." 

The  King^s  Ansvoer.li  His  Majesty  re- 
turned this  Answer: 


«  My  Lords, 
**  I  thank  you  for  this  loyal  Address* 
Nothing  can  give  me  greater  satisfiustion 
than  these  assurances  of  your  duty  and 
affection.  You  may  always  depend  upon 
my  hearty  concurrence  in  every  measure 
that  contributes  to  the  improvement  of 
commerce,  and  the  true  interest  and  pros- 
perity of  my  people." 

The  Common^  Address  of  Thanks.^ 
The  Commons  being  returned  to  their 
House, 

Lord  Guernkeu  *  mbved^  that  an  humble 
Address  of  thanks  be  presented  to  his  Ma- 
jesty  for  the  great  wisdom  be  had  shewn 
m  his  most  gracious  Speech,  in  recom-# 
mending  the  most  serious  attention  to  be  - 
paid  to  the  Gold  Coin  Act,  and  for  the  par« 
ticular  regard  he  had  expressed  to  secure 
general  tranquillity,  throughout  his  do- 
minions. He  said  his  Majesty  had  seen 
the  roost  elorious  sight  that  a  monarch 
could  behcud ;  he  alluded  to  the  naval  re- 
view ;  yet  it  had  not  filled  him  with  any 
vain  notions ;  that  no  rapacious  thoughts 
filled  his  breast ;  that  it  was  true,  we  kept 
up  a  powerful  fleet  and  armament ;  but  it 
was  not  to  destroy  or  disturb  the  peace  of 
weaker  powers,  but  to  maintain  the  honour 
and  dignity  of  this  nation ;  that  his  Ma- 
jesty had  most  seriously  recommended  the 
state  of  the  gold  coin  to  be  looked  into, 
and  he  made  no  doubt  but  that  every 
member  would  lend  an  assisting  hand. 

Mr.  St.  John  rose  to  second  the  Ad- 
dress. He  dwelt  particularly  on  the  very 
singular  benefits  the  Gold  Coin  Act  had 
produced  by  raisiog  the  exchange  in  our 
favour  with  every  country  in  Europe,  es- 
pecially with  Amsterdam ;  a  circumstance 
not  known  for  many  years.  He  likewise 
expatiated  lai^ely  on  thp  speech  from  the 
throne,  so  far  as  it  recommended  the  ifur- 
ther  consideration  of  so  momentous  a  busi- 
ness to  parliament,  observing  that,  as  a 
standard  between  man  and  man,  as  imme- 
diately and  essentially  connected  with  our 
trade  and  revenue,  it  was  of  the  highest 
consequence  to  our  trading  and  commer- 
cial interests.  n 

Mr.  Prescott  said,  that  whatever  high 
opinion  those  gentlemen  mij^ht  please  to 
entertain  of  the  Act  in  question,  he  by  no 
means  approved  of  its  being  brought  in  so 
late  in  the  last  session,  nor  of  its  injurious 
effects  in  relation  to  the  bankers,  who  only 
held  other  people's  cash,  but  were  obliged 

*  Afterwards  earl  of  Aylesford. 
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to  pay  it  back  at  a  different  staadard,  at 
a  very  considerable  Ion. 

Lord  North  replied,  that  since  the  ruin- 
ous state  of  the  gold  coin  shewed  the  ne- 
cessitv  there  was  to  put  it  under  some  re- 
gulation, to  prevent  its  increase,  and  the 
many  consequences  which  might  be  justly 
dceadei^  from  it,  he  was  glad  to  find,  that 
those  who  could  best  bear  the  loss,  and 
were  gainers  by  the  situation  which  occa- 
sioned it,  were  those  who  felt  it  most  se- 
verely ;  that  if  a  tax  had  been  laid  to  make 
good  the  deficiency,  it  would  have  put  the 
nation  at  large  to  a  very  high  expenee, 
and  opened  a  door  for  very  gross  imposi- 
tions, as  was  the  case  in  king  W^iam's 
time,  when  on  a  notice  of  a  sitniiar  kind, 
relative  to  the  stiver  coin,  the  nation  had 
been  put  to  an  expence  c^  two  millions 
and  a  half;  but  that,  in  the  present  in- 
stance, the  expence  had  fallen  where  it 
could  be  best  borne ;  and  that  if  any  fur- 
ther regulations  should  become  necessary, 
it  would  be  trifling,  and,  therefore,  he  be- 
lieved, be  cheerfully  made  good  by  the 
public. 

Mr.  Van  said,  that  Mr.  Prescott  had 
informed  the  House  what  a  loss  the  bank- 
ers had  sustained,  but  forgot  to  acquaint 
them,  that  immediately  afler  the  passing 
the  Act  last  session,  the  bankers  issued 
out  orders,  that  they  would  take  guineas 
that  wanted  ISd.  which  gave  them  an  op- 
portunity to  dispose  of  Uie  greatest  part 
of  their  light  gold.  They  then  issued  out 
a  fresh  order,  that  they  could  not  take 
any  guineas  but  at  the  standard  allowed 
b^  the  Bank ;  so  that,  in  his  humble  opi- 
nion, the  bankers  had  not  suffered  so  much 
as  the  merchants. 

The  following  Address  was  then  agreed 
to: 

**  Most  Gracious  Sovereign, 

*<  We,  your  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and 
loyal  subjects,  the  Commons  of  Great  Bri- 
tam,  in  parliament  assembled,  return  your 
Majesty  our  most  humble  thanks,  for  your 
Majesty's  most  gracious  Speech  from  the 
throne.  ' 

"  Permit  us.  Sir,  to  assure  your  Ma- 
jesty, that  we  sincerely  regret  that  the 
peace  so  long  expected,  and  so  much  de- 
sired, is  not  yet  effected,  between  Russia 
and  the  Porte;  but,  at  the  same  time,  we 
beg  leave  to  express  the  satisfaction  we  fed, 
in  learning  that  other  foreign  powers  con- 
tinue still  to  have  the  same  pacific  disposi^ 
tions  with  your  Majesty :  we  acknowledge, 
with  the  utmost  gratitude,  the  assurance 
which  your  Majesty  has  been  pleased  to 


repeat  to  us,  that  you  have  do  other  wish 
than  to  see  the  general  trsnoidlHty  re- 
stored and  preservdl^  consistentiy  with  the 
honour  of  your  crown,  and  the  interett 
of  your  people;  and  we  consider  this 
gracious  declaration  of  your  Majesty  tt  a 
fresh  instance  of  your  Majesty's  paternal 
care  for  the  wdfare  of  your  sulnects,  and 
of  your  generous  concern  for  the  bpp- 
ness  of  mankind. 

**  We  are  truly  sensible  that  it  is  our 
duty,  as  it  shall  be  our  care,  to  emplov 
the  leisure  which  the  state  of  foreign  at- 
fairs  allows  us,  in  attending  to  oor  inter- 
nal and  domestic  situation :  and  we  can- 
not bat  acknowledge  your  Majes^'a  great 
wisdom,*  in  recommending  aad  point- 
ing out  to  our  serious  consideration  the 
state  of  the  gold  coin  ef  this  kingdon, 
as  weU  on  aKCOtmt  of  its  very  extensre 
importance,  as  of  the  peculiar  advsntaga 
which  the  present  time  affords,  for  cod* 
ducting  and  executing  with  success  aoy 
measures  touching  this  great  national  oi^ 
ject:  we  saw,  with  the  deepest  concero, 
the^  difficulties  and  distress  in  which  the 
nation  was  on  the  point  of  being  ioyolvd, 
by  the  very  alarming  degree  of  dinanutioe 
which  this  coin  had  actually  suffered,  be* 
fore  the  evil  was  checked  by  the  regda- 
tions  made  in  the  last  session  of  parlia- 
ment ;  and  we  beg  leave  to  assure  700 
Majesty,  that,  impressed  with  a  joat  seose 
of  our  duty  to  our  country  and  oar  feOcv 
subjects,  we  will  exert  our  best  endea- 
vours to  accomplish  the  great  work  of 
putting  the  gold  coin  upon  such  afootiog, 
as  may  not  only  completely  remove  the 
present  grievance,  but  as  far  as  the  natait 
of  the  case  will  aidnait,  render  ttt  credit 
and  commerce  of  the  kingdom  securefroo 
beinff  again  expolsed  to  we  like  danger. 

«<  Your  faithful  Commons  will,  with  tiie 
utmost  cheerfulness,  grant  to  yoarMa^ 
jesty  such  supplies  as  shall  be  found  ne- 
cessary in  the  present  situation  of  afiiis: 
and  your  Majesty  may  be  assured,  th^ 
animated  by  your  reconinendatioo,  aod 
excited  by  your  example,  we  will  appl/ 
ourselves  with  the  utmost  seal  and  dili* 
gence  to  promote  the  welfitfe  of  onrcoua* 
try ;  and  that  we  will  not  fail  to  dire(< 
our  attention  to  such  parts  of  the  public 
service  as  appear  to  us  mostimportaat; 
paving  a  peitect  confidence,  that  whate^^tf 
measures  we  may  propose,  that  will  ser« 
either  to  secure  or  advance  the  happin** 
and  prosperity  of  your  people,  will  al^a)* 
meet  with  your  Majesty's  gracious  Vfp^ 
bation  and  concurrence*'* 
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Th9  Kin^9  Atutjoer.^    Hii  Majesty  re- 
iiirned  ihis  Aoswer : 
'*  GentLoQieDy 

<*  I  tfaank  you  for  this  irery  loyal  and 
dutiful  Address.  I  see  with  the  highest 
satisfaction  the  continuance  of  your  affec- 
tion to  me,  arid  of  your  zeal  for  the  pub- 
lic service ;  ^ou  may  rest  assured,  that  it 
is  the  invincible  object  and  constant  care 
of  my  life  to  promote  the  happiness,  and 
to  deserve  the  confidence  of  my  people." 

Debate  in  the  Comnumi  on  the  Navy 
Esiimates*2  January.  21.  The  House 
having  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 


"Vi!: 


r.  Bidler  moved,  *'  That  20,000  men 
be  employed  for  the  sea  service  for  the 
year  1774,  including  43^  marines ;  and 
that  4/.  per  man  per  month  be  allowed  for 
their  maintenance,  including  ordnance  for 
sea  service."  He  said  he  was  sorry  to 
ask  for  so  large  a  supply ;  but  it  might  be 
depended  upon,  that  next  year  the  de- 
mand would  be  lessened,  as  the  fleet  now 
an  the  East  Indies,  consisting  of  six  ships 
of  the  line,  would  be  home  by  Christmas, 
und  be  dischai^ed;  we  should^  therefore, 
not  want  so  large  a  number  of  sea- 
meu,  and  consequently  a  smaller  supply 
would  do. 

Mr.  Satobrid^e  said,  that  the  minister 
every  year  told  us,  that  the  demands  of 
the  next  year  would  be  much  smaller ; 
but  he  did  not  see  that  we  could  put  any 
dependance  in  what  he  said,  for  the  supply 
asked  for  this  year,  was  the  same  as  the 
last,  and  double  what  any  former  peace 
required ;  that  when  we  were  last  war 
driving  every  thing  before  us,  and  had  be- 
come the  terror  of  the  whole  world,  we ' 
made  a  disadvantageous  peace,  and  the 
reasons  alleged  for  it  were,  that  we  were 
not  able  to  bear  the  expence  of  a  war,  yet 
we  had  ever  since  maintained  that  dis- 
graceful-peace with  a  war  establishment, 
and  therefore  he  shoidd  not  give  his  as- 
.•ent  to  so  large  a  demand. 

Lord  NoHk  said,  that  though  the 
hon.  gentleman  had  said  no  dependance 
m^as  to  be  put  in  what  he  said,  yet  he 
^irould  venture  to  affirm,  that  no  man  had 
the  interest  of  hb  country  more  at  heart ; 
that  it  was  not  his  desire  to  maintain 
20,000  if  10^000  would  do  ;  that  he  was 
very  averse  to  ask  for  large  supplies,  but 
vre  oould  not  regulate  our  expences  bv 
any  former  peace  i  that  the  ftaet  which 
fre  kept  in  the  East  Indies  was  a  chief 
reason  for  our  annual  deoumd  being  lo 
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great,  as  provisions  were  much  dearer  there 
than  any  where  else ;  but  there  was  a  great 
difference  between  our  establishment  now 
and  in  time  of  war ;  that  at  the  conclusion 
of  the  last  war  16,000  seamen  were  thought 
necessary  to  be  the  peace  estabiisliment ; 
that  the  alarm  in  1771  had  occasioned  ua 
to  add  4,000  more ;  but  he  was  in  hopes 
the  fleet  from  the  East  Indies  would  be 
home  by  Christmas,  when  3,000  seamen 
wpuld  be  discharged;  and  be  made  no 
doubt  but  17,000  would  be  sufficient  for 
the  next  yjcar;  that  at  the  time  of  the 
alarm  in  1771,  our  ^eet  was  foMod  to  be 
in  a  ruinous  state,  and  very  little  timber 
in  our  dock-yards;  but  now  he  flattered 
himself  the  navy  was  en  a  respectable 
footing,  and  by  Christmas  next  there 
would  be  S  years  stock  of  timber  in  each 
dock-yard ;  that  we  should  now  have  only 
to  keep  up  the  stock,  which  woidd  not  re- 
quire so  large  a  sum  annually  as  the  last 
three  years. 

Mr.  DwodttmM  said,  that  he  hoped  not 
to  be  considered  as  an  enemy  to  th^  navy, 
if  he  agreed  in  thinking  the  e8tablishmer*t 
too  much  for  a  profound  peace ;  and  as 
his  Miyesty  had  assured  us  that  other 
powers  were  very  pacific,  and  it  should  be 
his  aim  to  preserve  a  general  tranquillity, 
be  saw  no  reason  why  the  establisbmei;^ 
should  be  more  iu>w  than  at  the  conA:Iusion 
of  the  war ;  but  the  noble  lord  had  told  us, 
that  a  large  sum  of  money  had  been  ex- 
pended to  repail'  the  navy,  which  was  in  a 
terrible  condition  %n  1771.;  that  he  should 
be  .glad  to  be  infonoed  how  the  supplier 
from  1768  to  I77I  bad  been  expended, 
that  the  navy  was  suffered  to  rot;  that 
either  the  mii^ister  bad  not  demanded  suf- 
ficient, or  misapplied  what  was  granted. 

Lord  North  said,  that  he  was  in  admini- 
stration but  three  yeans  out  of  the  eight, 
and  therefore  was  not  obliged  to  answer 
for  the  conduct  of  others ;  yet  he  would  be 
bf>ld  to  say,  that  the  hurry  in  which  ships 
were  built  at  the  conclusion  of  the  laat  war, 
when  we  could  not  get  dry  timber,  had 
been  the  means  of  their  rotting  in  seven 
years,  when  Ihey  ought  to  hav6  lasted  15 ; 
that  at  the  alarm  in  1771,  when  we  were 
so  scarce  of  timber,  weliadbeen  c^liged 
to  c<mtraot  with  the  merchants  for  severi^l 
ships,  all  of  which  would  be  launched  this 
year,  and  then  our  own  docks  would  be 
able  to  supply  us;  that  the  money  which 
had  been  expended  on  the  navy  was  not 
merely  to  repair,  but  to  restore  it. 

Mr.  PuUeney  said,  as  the  noble  lord 
had  deckired,  that  when  the  East  India 
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fleet  arrived  there  would  be  a  reduction  of 
S}000  seamen,  he  hoped  they  would  be 
discharged  from  the  17,000,  and^hat  next 
year  14  thousand  would  be  thought  suffi- 
cient. 

Lord  North  could  not  promise  it  should 
be  reduced  lower  than  17,000,  and  if  they 
were  capable  of  that,  he  thought  it  was 
doing  a  great  deal. 

Mr.  r.  Tffvonshend  said,  that  it  might 
be  thought  trifling  in  him  to  contend  for  a 
single  thousand,  but  he  should  be  glad 
some  gentleman  of  the  navy  would  inform 
him  the  reason  why  17,000  must  be  main- 
tained, when,  by  the  noble  lord's  account, 
16,000  were  thought  sufficient  at  the  con- 
clusion of  the  late  war. 

Mr.  Dowdestvell  said,  that  he  lefl  town 
last  year  two  or  three  days  before  the  ses- 
sion ended,  but  reading  the  King's  Speech 
in  the  country,  he  was  surprised  at  the 
following  words,  **  I  am  glad  to  find  you 
have  in  some  measure  been  able  to  reduce 
the  National  Debt."  He  said  he  did  not 
recollect  that  any  of  the  S  per  cents,  or 
other  funds,  had  been  paid  on,  or  that  any 
of  the  navy  bills  had  been  discharged ; 
the  only  thing  he  knew  of  was  1,800,000/. 
exchequer  bills  paid  off,  but  1,800,000/. 
more  he  understood  were  borrowed ;  that 
if  any  thing  had  beefi  paid  off,  it  was  more 
'  than  bB  recollected ;  that  though  the  land 
tax  was  a  shilling  in  the  pound'^more  than 
in  any  former  peace,  it  did  not  raise  a 
supply  of  more  than  two  millions  clear  of 
all  deductions,  which  expence  was  annually 
laid  out  on  the  navv,  so  that  if  the  flame 
of  war  should  break  out  we  should  be  in 
a  bad  state  to  defend  ourselves,  as  all  our 
land  tax  was  expended  on  the  navy  only, 
and  our  credit  was  lower  than  ever,  as  ap- 
peared by  the  funds,  for  in  Mr.  Grenville's 
time,  the  S  per  cents  were  97,  and  now 
they  were  but  86,  so  that  if  any  saving 
could  be  made  it  was  highly  necessary. 

Lord  North  replied,  that  he  agreed  with 
the  right  hon.  gentleman,  that  any  saving 
tliat  could  be  made  was  necessary ;  that 
the  demands  hitherto  had  been  so  great, 
that  he  asked  them  with  reluctance  ;  that 
it  was  true  no  part  of  the  public  funds 
had  been  discharged;  but  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  was  wrong  in  his  account  of 
exchequer  bills,  as  1,800,000/.  had  been 
naid  cm,  and  only  a  million  borrowed. 
Which  made  a  differeoee  of  800,000/. 
S00,000/.  of  which  had  been  applied  to  the 
use  of  the  navy,  and  the  other  500,000/. 
to  the  discharge  of  the  national  debt, 
whicb|  in  his  humble  opinions  was  sufficient 


to  justify  that  part  in  his  Majesty's  Speech 
which  had  been  alluded  to.  That,  in  an* 
swer  to  Mr.  Townshend,  why  17,000  mea 
should  be  maintained  when  16,000  were 
enough,  he  hoped  the  following  reasoni 
would  be  thougnt  sufficient :  that,  daring 
the  Turkish  war,  the  merchants  trading 
there  had  desired  to  have  two  frigates  to 
protect  them,  one  of  which  had  been  r^ 
called ;  but  afiairs  were  in  so  deplorable  a 
state  there,  that  he  verily  believed  it  must 
be  sent  back  again ;  that  the  year  before 
last  we  were  obligeid  to  send  two  sloops 
to  Falkland's  island,  but  he  had  endea- 
voured to  lessen  the  expence  by  recalling 
one;  that  the  fleet  which  bad  beenob* 
liged  to  be  kept  in  the  East  Indies,  were 
all  extra  services,  which  required  more 
strength  than  was  foreseen  at  tbe  concla- 
sion  of  the  war ;  but  though  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  had  said  we  were  in  a  de- 
plorable condftion  to  go  to  war,  he  would 
take  upon  him  to  say  that  we  never  had  so 
respectable  a  fleet  as  at  present ;  for  wi 
haa  now  70  ships  of  the  line  in  good  re- 
pair, and  12  nvore  would  be  launched  la 
the  course  of  the  year,  which  would  maki 
the  number  82 ;  a  fleet  which  no  other 
nation  could  boast  of;  but,  perhaps,  somt 
gentlemen  would  say  it  was  far  too  great; 
yet  he  would  venture  to  affirm,  thai 
should  a  war  break  out,  we  should  lia'« 
occasion  for  our  utmost  force,  as  we  shouW 
have  to  combat  France  and  Spain. 
The  Resolutions  were  then  agreed  to. 

Debate  in  the  Commons  on  the  A/r^) 
Estimates.]  January  26.  The  Hous* 
went  into  a  Committee  of  Supply.  Lof^ 
Barrington  moved,  that  18,024  men  bt 
employed  for  guards  and  garriions  is 
Great  Britain,  Jersey,  and  Guernsey,  fof 
the  year  1774-,  and  15^000  in  Minorci, 
Gibraltar,  the  ceded  islands,  and  North 
America,  during  the  same  period;  and  to 
make  good  the  chaises  of  the  same,  io* 
eluding  the  half-pay  to  officers. 

Sip  Charles  Cocks  moved,  that  271»000^ 
including  an  expence  of  several  eouiD^ 
rated  articles,  amounting  to  upwards  et 
26,000^.  be  the  charge  of  the  Ordnanct 
for  1774-— Lord  Barrington  was  gW  » 
inform  the  House»  that  tlie  expences  « 
the  army  this  year  were  not  so  much  » 
the  last  by  1,004^.-  The  estimates  for  thi 
ordnance  greatly  exceededi  however,  anj 
before  granted,  which  sir  C.  Cocks  ex- 
plained by  the  number  of  ordnance  stortfi 
that  had  been  expended  on  the  shippij^ 
repairs  done  to  the  foundeiy  at  Woo1wcd» 
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the  fire  in  the  Tower,  great  demands  from 
Gibraltar,  &c. — The  House  at  Hh is  time 
was  in  great  confusion,  upon  which 

Mr.  Sawbridge  said,  he  was  astonished 
to  see  the  House  so  inattentive,  when 
millions  were  voting  away,  for — God  knew 
what !  > 

Mr.  2'.  Townxhend  was  sorry  to  see  every 
year  our  demands  increase;  that  the  peace 
establishment  for  seamen  was  increased 
from  16  to  17>000,  and  he  thought  some 
atop  should  be  put  to  such  proceedings ; 
that  Mr.  Grenviile,  while  in  administra- 
tion, had  made  it  his  business  to  enquire 
what  those  supplies  were  for,  and  if  any 
were  superfluous,  to  deny  them  ;  but  we, 
as  the  hun.  f^entleman  who  spoke  last  had 
said,  were  always  inattentive  at  the  time 
we  were  granting  suppliesy  without  ever 
examining  what  they  were  for ;  that  great 
fuoM  were  annually  granted  for  protecting 
what  we  called  achievements  gained  in 
the  last  war,  and  which  were  of  no*  service 
to  us :  a  parcel  of  forts,  two  or  three  iiun* 
dred  Utiles  distant  from  each  other, 
scarcely  able^to  defend  themselves  against 
the  Indians,  and  of  no  manner  of  im- 
portance. 

Mr.  Van  said,  that  great  sums  were 
likewise  expended  to  protect  the  Bosto- 
nians,  &c.  who  by  their  conduct  did  not 
deserve  protection ;  that  they  were  nume- 
rous enough  to  defend  themselves  against 
an  enemy,  but  not  strong  enough  to  rebel 
against  us. 

Mr.  DoMcdesvaell  spoke  much  in  favour 
of  the  administration  of  Mr.  Pelham  ;  he 
said,  that  our  keeping  up  a  large  arma- 
ment now  was  no  stroke  of  good  policy ; 
that  at  the  commencement  of  the  last  war 
there  was  not  the  force  we  now  had,  yet 
we  proved  successful ;  and  he  would  ven- 
ture to  prophesy,  that  let  a  war  break  out 
when  it  would,  we  should  lose^at  first,  let 
our  strength  be  ever  so  great,  as  it  lay  in 
the  breast  of  the  enemy  to  attack  which 
place  they  thought  the  weakest.  He 
said  we  were  in  no  situation  to  go  to  war, 

Eublic  credit  was  very  low ;  that  Mr.  Pel- 
am  did  not  load  the  subjects  with  taxes 
on  the  eve  of  a  war,  but  on  the  contrary 
reduced  the  iotereft  of  the  national  debt 
one  per  cent,  and  concluded  with  saying, 
be  thought  we  should  soon  have  more 
debt  than  the  state  would  ever  be  able  to 


The 


Resolutions  were  agreed  te« 


Debate  in  the  Commons  on  Mr.  Robertas 
Petition  againft  th^  B€tum  of  Mu  Alder' 


man  BiJl  for  the  City  ()f  London."]  Jan. 
26.  Mr.  Alderman  Hopkijis  presented  a 
Petition  from  John  Roberts,  esq.,  complain- 
ing, that  at  the  late  election  o^a  citizen  to  ^ 
serve  in  parliament  for  the  city  of  Lon-  ' 
don,  in  wnich  he  and  the  right  hon.  Fre- 
deric Bull,  lord  mayor  of  the  said  city, 
were  candidates,  the  sherifis  admitted  &q* 
veral  persons  to  poll  for  the  lord  mayor, 
who  had  no  right  to  vote  in  the  said  elec- 
tion, whereby,  and  by  several  illegal  prac- 
tices, and  other  undue  means  and  proceed- 
ings, a  pretended  maiority  had  been  pro« 
cured  in  favour  of  the  lord  mayor  to  his 
pr^udice,  who  otherwise  had  a  clear  ma- 
jority of  legal  votes,  and  ought  to  have 
been  elected  and  returned  to  serve  as 
member  for  the  city;  and  praying  the 
House  to  take  it  into  consideration,  and 
grant  the  petitioner  relief.  He  introduced 
Uie  Petition  nearly  in  jwords  to  this  effect: 
— I  rise  to  move  for  leave  to  present  a 
Petition  from  John  Roberts,  esq.;  com- 
plainmg  of  an  undue  election  and  return 
for  a  member  to  serve  in  parliament  for 
the  city  of  London.  That  gentleman^ 
however  ambitious  he  may  be  of  a  seat  in 
this  hon.  House,  would  have  hardly  trou- 
bled you  on  this  occasion,  merely  on  his 
own  account ;  but,  thinking  it  his  duty  to 
obey  the  wishes  of  his  constituents,  and 
to  preserve  the  rights  of  2,481  livery-men, 
who  have  given  him  their  suffrages,  he 
means  to  preserve  from  violation  that  in- 
estimable blessing,  the  freedom  of  elec- 
tion ;  1  therefore  move,  that  this  Petition 
be  taken  into  consideration  on  the  21st  of 
February. 

Mr.  Alderman  BuU  (lord  mayor). 
Mr.  Speaker;  I  am  sorry  to  find  the 
House  IS  to  have  any  trouble  on  my  ac- 
count. Notwithstanding  it  was  said  there 
would  be  a  petition,  conscious  that  there 
was  not  the  slightest  foundation  for  it,  I 
did  not  expect  that  any  would  have  been 
presented.  1  can  declare,  with  the  utmost 
truth,  I  have  used  no  unfair  methods,  nor 
exerted  any  undue  influence,  to  succeed 
in  my  election.  I  owe  the-  hoq.  seat  I 
have  in  this  House  solely  to  the  favour* 
able  opinion  of  my  oonstituents  and  fellow 
citizens,  the  livery  of  London.  The  gen- 
tlemen who  interested  themselves  in  my 
favour  well  knew,  that  1  did  not  wish  for 
a  seat,  even  in  this  great  council  of  the  ' 
nation,  if  it  could  not  be  obtained  without 
a  violation  of  the  first  principles  of  the 
constitution,  or  injustice  to  any  individuaL 
1  am  therefore  r^y  to  answer  ^very  ob- 
jectioni   and   perfectly  easy   about   tbt 
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eventy  being  satisfied  that  Mr.  Roberts 
and  myself  m\i  have  ecjual  justice  rendered 
to  us  by  this  hon.  House. 

Mr.  Saxvbridge,  I  desire  that  the  Act 
of  the  11th  of  George  1^  for  regulating 
the  elections  of  members  to  serve  in  par* 
liament  for  the  city  of  London,  may  be 
read  (the  Act  was  accordingly  read). 
The 'design  of  this  Act  was  evidently  in- 
tended to  prevent  the  great  expence  and 
long  delays  which  controverted  elections 
in  that  city  might  occasion,  where  the 
electors  ft  re  so  yerj  numerous.  The  right 
qf  Hnal  decfsion  is  there  Vested  in  the  re* 
turning  officers;  nor  can  I  think  the 
House  have  a  right  to  interfere,  without  a 
manifest  breach  of  Miat  Act,  unless  il  ap* 
pears  that  the  sheriffs  have^  in  the  first  in- 
atance,  failed  to  ecfmply  with  the  terms  of 
it  Mr.  Roberts^  i^hen  the  Inajoritt  on 
the  boll  was  against  him,  demanded  a 
acrutmy,  which  the  sheriffs,  conscious  of 
their  Uprightness,  very  readily  granted ; 
but  Mr.  Roberts,  before  tlie  scrutiny  was 
finished,  declined  carrying  it  on,  which, 
to  all  intents  and  purposes,  in  my  opinion, 
precludes  him  from  any  claim  to  the  in- 
terposition of  this  fatouse.  It  was  the  ge- 
neral wish  of  every  friend  to  the  freedom 
of  election  in  the  city  of  London,  that  Mr. 
Roberts  might  go  on  with  his  scrutiny; 
because  then  it  would  have  most  incon- 
testibly  appeared,  that  Mr.  Roberts  could 
have  no  pretensions  to  a  seat  in  this  House, 
the  majority  of  the  livery  of  London  being 
clearly  agamst  him.  This  Petition  therc- 
Ibre  can  only  create  trouble,  and  therefore 
I  am  against  its  going  before  the  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  Charles  Fox.  I  am  not  At  all  sur- 
prized that  the  hon.  gentleman  should 
imagine  that  the  House  have  no  right  to 
interfere  on  the  present  occasion,  fbr  I  can 
easily  conceive  the  reasons  which  induce 
him  to  bo  of  that  opinion,  as  he  imagines 
it  has  relinquished  all  its  power  by  the  late 
Act  fbr  regulatihg  controverted  elections. 
He  is,  however,  too  late  in  his  objection, 
Ito  it  does  not  now  rest  with  us  to  refuse 
to  refer  the  Petition,  II  being  once  re- 
ceived. I  do  not  at  present  see  the  hon. 
gentleman  who  last  year  moved  to  make 
this  Act  perpetual.  I  sincerely  desire  that 
it  may  be  agahi  agitated^  as  I  hope  to  be 
one  who  shall  heartily  join  In  expressing 
the  fullest  disaprobation  6f  it.  In  order  thafc 
•he  House  may  again  recover  that  inherent 
right,  which  is  Ht  present  vested  in  a  body, 
I  may  say,  totally  unconnected  with  it, 
M  who  in  dbftanchiiiiDg  the  bdroogh  of 


Shoreham    have    already  abased  their 
power. 

Mr.  r.  T&tanshend.  I  cannot  sit  aileBt, 
and  hear  an  act  of  the  legislature  spoken 
of  in  such  reprehensible  and  indeceot 
terms.  The  part  of  the  House  the  hon. 
gentleman  now  sits  in  was  formerly  occu- 
pied by  those  appointed  to  determiDe 
ondue  elections.  I  dare  say  be  in  very 
well  qualified  for  an  election-nisnager : 
we  can  hard!}'  doubt  of  his  acquir^  or 
hereditarr  talents  for  such  an  employ- 
ment. However  I  might  have  differed 
with  the  hon.  gentleman  ( Mr.  Grenvilie) 
in  political  sentiments,  to  whom  we  are  in* 
debted  for  this  very  salutary  Act,  I  had 
always  the  highest  veneration  for  bis  in- 
tegrity and  great  abilities ;  nor  can  tbere 
be  a  stronger  instance  of  the  great  utility 
of  the  Act,  than  the  sense  entertained  ot'ii 
by  the  gentlemen  whose  rights  are  now  to 
be  determined  by  it.  The  imputaiiafi 
thrown  out  on  the  comnuttee  that  deter- 
mined the  Shoreham  election  is  by  do 
means  just ;  or,  if  it  had,  the  abase  of  a 
power  by  no  means  proves  that  it  wa«  iio- 
proper  to  delegate  it :  besides,  the  act  of 
disfranchisement  cannot,  with  any  degree 
of  justice,  be  laid  to  the  committee,  wben 
it  Is  recollected,  that  it  was  the  soieniii 
act  of  the  whole  legislature. 

Mr.  Rigby.  Though  it  was  the  act  of 
the  legislature,  the  grounds  on  which  it 
was  framed  originated  with  the  commit- 
tee ;  nor  can  the  annab  of  parliament  fiir* 
nish  another  instance  of  such  an  indiscri- 
minate punishment.  If  gentlemen  wi^h 
by  a  side  glance  to  cut  off  what  they  term 
the  rotten  part  of  the  constitution,  would 
it  not  be  more  fair  to  declare  thenutirfs 
openly?  For  what  wiH  be  the  vm^ 
quence  ?  Why,  if  any  instance  of  bnbery 
be  proved,  no  more  is  required  than  to 
procure  an  act  of  disfranchisementt  u^ 
the  business  is  done.  I'he  evil  will  not 
stop  here,  but  wiU  extend  to  burga^  te* 
nures,  and  even  to  cities.  Thus,  if  the 
Oeemen  of  Worcester  should  be  prored 
guilty  of  bribery,  as  you  have  reason  to 
believe  from  the  tenor  of  the  Petition  now 
before  the  House  they  may,  that  city  nay 
meet  with  the  same  fate  with  that  of  ^ 
borough  of  Shoreham ;  and  probably,  i> 
the  general  rage  for  disfranchising)  the 
city  of  London  itself  may  not  eMispe. 

Colonel  Onsltm.    The  hon.  gcntlcoia 

iMr.  Sftwbridge)  Yv6a  informed  uo,  «h«| 
Ir.  Roberts  demanded  a  scrutiny,  and 
that  he  declined  carrying  it  on;  but  he 
fbrgot  to  tell  iM  tte  MMtt  WfeJ^  de* 
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dined  it.  Mr.  Huberts,  beinfrhinMelf  un- 
acquainted wkh  the  city  kws,  dkvxianded 
counsel,  thai  justice  might  be  dcme  him  in 
the  course  of  the  scrutiny.  This  reason- 
able demaml,  contrary  to  the  usage  of 
the  cWy  of  Londoti,  and  (in|>recedented  in 
the  genera)  comhict  of  etectrons,  iras  de» 
nied  him ;  and  therefore  he  chose  rath«r 
to  have  recoarse  to  the  tmpartiah'ty  of  a 
parliamentary  scrutiny,  than  to  trust  him- 
self in  the  hands  of  such  partial  scruti- 
nizers.  And  no  niani  surely,  can  have  a 
juster  claim  to  prefer  a  petition,  and  to 
have  it  fairly  beard. 

Sir  Joupk  Muvtbe^.  The  bofi.  gentle- 
man who  has  now  told  the  House  thai 
Mr.  Roberts  was  refbsed  counsel,  appears 
to  have  been  misinformed.  Mr.  Roberts 
beiraii  his  scrutiny  without  counsel,  and 
did  not  ^ivif  notice  to  the  lord  mayor  of 
bis  i^iteniion  until  a  day  or  two  before  the 
•herid>  were  obli^^ed  to  make  their  return 
of  a  m«*ni^r.  By  this  artful  method  of 
demanding  counsel  at  such  a  time,  it  was 
thought,  wFsen  no  other  hope  was  lefl,  to 
h3V(^  prolon^'od  the  time,  and  to  have  de- 
feaied  the  election  by  protracting  the  re- 
turn. Lie  can  therefore  have  no  right  to 
petition  on  this  ground. 

The  motion  was  then  agreed  to. 

Feb.  38.  The  Speaker  informed  the 
House,  that  he  had  received  a  letter  from 
Mr.  Roberts,  acquainting  him  that  he  de- 
sired to  withdraw  his  petition. 

Mr.  Alderman  Hopkins  then  made  an 
fipnlogy  for  the  trouble  ho  had  given  the 
House  on  Mr.  Roberts's  account ;  he  said^ 
he  was  averse,  from  the  first,  to  any  pe- 
tition being  presented,  as  he  was  conGdeni 
the  present  sitting  member  was  a  geatle- 
maii  of  such  honour,  that  he  would  not 
ttiake  use  of  any  unfair  means  to  gain  a 
seat ;  that  he  could  wish  the  lord  mayor 
was  present,  as  he  was  sure  he  would  en- 
tirely acquit  him  of  any  partiality  in  the 
business;  and  he  wished  to  acquaiot  the 
House,  that  he  only  presented  the  petition 
«  a  member^  by  the  desire  of  Mr.  Ro** 
^ens)  who,  he  said,  had  not  acquainted 
hitn  with  any  ihtention  of  withdrawing  ft. 
He  concluded,  wishing  the  lord  mayor 
health  and  prosperity  to  enjoy  his  seat  for 
life. 

the  Petition  was  then  withdrawn, 

.  Prr)e8edifig9  in  the  Lards  on  the  Qaes*^ 
^a  rfLitemry  Property^^'}    February  4. 

.  *'  Th«  House  uf  Lords  this  sessioB,  ia  iu 
JU'iicial  capacity,  deUrmined  the  great  qaes- 


The  order  of  the  day  being  read,  for  bear* 
ing  counsel  in  the  cause  wherein  Alex« 
ander  0o«ia]dson  aiord  Johu  Donaldson  are 
appellants,  and  Thomas  Beckett  and  others 
are  respondents ;  and  for  the  judges  to  at* 
tend ;  counsel  were  accordingly  called  in ; 

Mr.  Attorney  General  ThurUm  opened 
as  counsel  for  the  appellants.  He  first  en- 
tered into  a  minute  investigation  of  the 
idea  inculcated  by  what  is  called  a  publi- 
cation ;  he  then  dwelt  much  upon  the  sense 
of  the  word  *  property,*  defining  it  philo- 
sophically, and  in  the  separate  lights  of 
being  corporeal  and  spiritual;  the  term 
Literarj^  Property ,  he  in  a  manner  laughed 
aty  as  signifyinff  nothing  but  what  was  of 
too  abstrnse  and  chimeruad  a  nature  to  bo 
defined.  The  booksellen,  he  observed^ 
(exempIifS'irtg  his  observations  by  several 
cases)  had  not,  till  lately,  ever  concerned 
themselves  about  authors,  but  had  gene- 
rally confined  the  substance  of  their 
prayers  to  the  legislature,  to  the  security 
of  their-  own  property ;  nor  would  they 
probablv  have,  of  late  prears,  introduced 
the  authors  as  parties  m  their  claims  te 
the  common  law  right  of  exclusively  roul* 
tiplying  copies,  had  not  they  found  it  ne» 
cessary  to  give  a  colourable  face  to  their 
monopoly.  He  was  very  diffusive  upon 
grants^  charters,  licences,  and  patents  from 
the  crown,  both  to  corporate  bodies  and 
individuals^  tracing  them  far  back,  and  as- 
serting, that  they  ail  specifically  proved^ 
that,  if  there  had  been  any  inherent  right 
of  exclusively  multiplying  copies,  such  in« 
stances  of  exerting  the  royal  prerogative 
would  have  been  unnecessary.  He  parti-  ^ 
cularly  adverted  to  the  statute  of  the  8di  ' 
of  queen  Anne»  maintaining  that  it  was 
not  merely  an  accumulative  act  declara- 
tory of  the  cemmen  law,  and  giving  addt^ 
tional  penalties^  but  that  it  was  a  new  law 
to  give  learned  men  a  property  which  they 
had  not  before,  and  that  it  was  an  incon^ 
trovertible  proof  that  there  previously  ex- 
isted no  common  law  right,  as  contended 
for  by  the  respondents.  He  cited  many 
cases  to  prove' his  arguments ;  some  before 
the  8th  of  queen  Antte»  and  others  imme* 
diately  upon  that  statute,  generally  infer- 
ring that  the  grand  question  touching  the 
common  Ihw  right  had  never  been  dee^ 
sively  d^stermined  by  any  chancellor. 

Vie  concluded  his  speech  with  a  cotti- 
pliment  to  his  learned  coadjutor,  and  ft 
nope,  that  as  the  lords  of  session  in  Scot- 
land had  freed  that  country  from  a  mono- 

tion  of  literary  properly,  which  was  broug^ht 
before  them  by  an  appeal  from  a  decree  ill 
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poly  whicli  took  its  rise  from  th6  chimeri- 
cal idea  of  the  actuality  of  literary  pro* 
perty,  their  lordships,  whom  he  addre^ed* 
would  likewise,  by  a  decree  of  a  similar 
nature,  rescue  the  cause  of  literati:ire  and 
authorship  from  the  hands  of  a  few  mono- 

cbancery.  The  present  a^e,  in  this  country, 
favourable  to  every  species  at'  meritorious  and 
beneficial  industry,  bas  been  peculiarly  advan- 
tageous to  literary  ability.  In  former  times, 
when  the  circulation  of  learned  productions 
was  confined,  and  the  number  of  readers  small, 
genius  often  Uy  buried  in  obscurity,  and  merit 
was  not  sufficient,  without  a  fortunate  coinci- 
dence of  cireumstancea,  to  ensure  protection 
and  support :  the  most  successful  adventurers 
could  receive  no  other  recompence  than  the  pa- 
tronage of  the  great,  and  at  best  could  only 
enjoy  a  precarious  and  irksome  dependence. 
Since  the  art  of  printing  has  rendered  the  mul- 
tiplication of  copies  easy,  and  the  progress  of 
science  and  erudition  has  introduced  a  taste  for 
reading  among  numerous  classes  of  people, 
authors  have  had  it  in  their  power  to  repay 
themselves  for  their  labours,  without  the  bumi- 
liating  idea  of  receiving  sT  donative.  But  the 
degree  iu  which  they  were  to  reap  this  benefit, 
depended  ou  the  security  «nd  the  duration  of 
their  literary  property.  The  protection  af- 
forded by  the  laws  of  the  country  to  this 
species  of  labour,  is  not  only  important  to  the 
author,  but  also  to  the  public;  for  literary 
works,  like  all  others,  will  be  undertaken  and 
pursued  with  greater  spirit,  when,  to  the  mo- 
tives of  public  utility  and  fame,  is  added  the 
inducement  of  private  emolument. 

"  The  occaeion  which  brought  this  question 
before  the  public  was  as  follows :  certain  book- 
sellers bad  supposed,  that  an  author  posseaaed 
by  comnM>o  law  an  exclusive  right  for  ever  to 
the  publication  of  his  own  works,  and  conse- 
qiiently  could  transfer  that  right.  On  this 
supposition,  some  of  them  bad  purchased  copy- 
rights, and  had  prosecuted  others  who  pub- 
lished the  same  books,  as  invaders  of  an  exclu- 
sive right  which  they  had  acquired  by  pur- 
chase. A  decree  of  chancery  bad  been  ob- 
.tained  in  favour  of  Mr.  Becket,  a  prosecutor 
on  these  grounds,  against  Messrs.  Donaldsons, 
as  pirates,  in  having  published  a  work  belong- 
ing to  Mr.  Becket.  The  defendants  bad  ap- 
pealed to  the  House  of  Peers ;  and  the  ques- 
tion rested  principally  on  three  points:  1st, 
Whether  the  author  of  a  book,  or  literary  com- 
position, has  a  common  law  right  to  the  sole 
and  exclusive  publication  of  such  book,  or  lite- 
rary composiuon  f  2nd,  Whether  an  action  for 
a  violation  of  common-law  right,  will  lie  against 
those  persons  wIh>  publish  the  book  or  literary 
composition  of  an  author  without  his  consent  ? 
and,  3rd,  How  far  the  sUtute  of  the  8th  of 
queen  Anne  aiTects  the  supposition  of  a  com- 
mon*law  right  P.  Under  the  1st  head,  it  was 
contended  by  the  advocates  of  perpetual  literary 
property,  that  this  right  was  founded  in  the  ge- 


polizing  booksellers,  in  whom  the  perqui- 
sites of  other  men's  labours,  the  nuitsof 
their  inventions,  and  result  of  their  inge- 
nuity, were  at  present  wholly  centered. 

When  the  Attorney  General  had  finish* 
ed,  the  counsel  were  desired  to  withdraw, 


neral  principle  by  which  every  man  is  eotitld 
to  the  fruits  of  his  own  labour.  Whoever  bj 
the  exertion  of  his  rational  poviers  has  pro- 
duced an  original  work,  appears  to  have  a  dear 
right  to  dispose  of  the  identical  work  as  he 
pleases ;  and  any  attempt  to  vary  the  disposi- 
tion, seems  an  invasion  of  that  ri^ht.  The 
identitjT  of  a  literary  composition  consists  en- 
tirely in  the  sentiment  and  language:  ibe 
same  conceptions,  clothed  in  the  saoK  wonii, 
must  necessarily  be  the  same  composition; 
and  whatever  method  be  taken  of  exbibltinf 
that  composition  to  the  ear  or  the  eye  of  ano- 
ther, by  recital,  by  writing,  or  by  printiBg,i8 
any  number  of  copies,  or  at  any  period  of  liiie, 
it  is  always  the  ideuttcal  work  of  the  author 
which  is  so  exhibited.  On  these  grooDds  of 
natural  justice  it  was  contended,  that  coomoi 
law  respecting  literary  property  wu  foosM 
and  by  that  common  law  the  right  of  as  to- 
thor  or  his  assignee  was  perpetual.  A  sUtou 
of  ^ueen  Anne  had  declared  an  author  and  bb 
assigns  to  have  a  right  to  a  work  for  fouricfa 
years,  and  for  fourteen  years  more  if  tbt  au- 
thor should  so  long  live.  Ceruia  jadgn. 
among  whom  was  lord  Kaimes  in  tbecoortof 
session,  and  Yates  in  London,  denied  that  eter 
such  a  right  existed  at  common  bw.  Titf 
opinion  they  founded  on  the  foltowiog  allcfi- 
tions :  that  a  literary  composition  is  in  ibeMt 
dominion  of  the  author  while  it  is  in  iDioa* 
script ;  the  manuscrifit  is  the  object  only  of  hii 
OHU  labour,  and  is  capable  of  a  sole  right  «f 
possession ;  hot  this  is  not  the  case  with  ^^ 
spect  to  his  ideas.  No  possession  can  be  tabs, 
or  any  act  of  occupancy  asserted,  on  met 
uieas.  If  an  author  have  a  property  io  hii 
ideas,  it  muat  be  from  the  time  wheo  tbcf 
occur  to  him  ;  therefore,  if  another  ou 
should  afterwards  have  the  same  idessi  be 
must  not  presume  to  publish  them,  iKcaitf 
they  were  ore-occupied,  and  become  priute 
property.  Lord  Mansfield  shewed  the  fallicj 
of  the  maxim,  that  nothing  but  corpoml 
substance  can  be  an  object  of  property;  repo- 
tation,  though  no  corporeal  suhataoce,  was  pro- 
perty, and  a  violation  thereof  was  eotitled  i» 
damages.  Every  man's  ideas  are  doobtktf  bii 
own,  and  not  the  Jess  so  because  another  persn 
may  have  happened  to  fall  into  the  same  tnia 
of  thinking  with  himself:  but  this  is  oot  tbe 
property  which  an  author  claims ;  it  is  a  pro- 
perty in  his  literary  composition,  the  ideot^ 
of  which  consists  in  the  same  thou^^bis,  rto^^ 
in  the  same  order,  and  expressed  id  the  stD* 
words.  This  illustrious  judge  oooceired  i 
common  law  right  to  the  copy  of  bis  work  H 
be  vested  in  an  author  and  his  assigns  (i» 
ginally,  and  stiU  to  exist,  notirilhitsiMiifig^ 
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and  the  furtherheafing  was  adjourned  until 
the  7th. 

February  7*    Counsel  being  called  in. 

Sir  Jvhn  Dalrymple  was  heard  for  the 
Appellants : 

He  laid  down  two  preliminary  ob- 
aervations:  First;  that  the  best  and  only 
method  of  discovering  how  the  law  stood  in 
any  abstruse  case,  was  by  adverting  to  an 
history  of  the  law.  Secondly,  Sir  John 
observed,  That  he  combated  the  matter 
upon  an  exceeding  advantageous  ground  ; 
for  it  having  been  decided  in  favour  of  his 
clients  by  the  lords  of  session  in  Scotland, 
ten  lords  to  one,  though  it  could  not  pre- 
possess their  lordships  before  whom  he 
spake,  yet  it  evinced  that  the  appellants 
had  more  than  a  shadow  of  claim,  had  sub* 
stantial  justice  on  their  side."* 

Sir  John  observed,  That  in  Scotland 
the  Jus  gentium,  or  laws  and  customs  of 
other  jfiations,  were  pleaded  in  the^courts 
of  that  kingdom,  and  from  a  diligent 
search  into  the  laws  and  customs  of  every' 
nation,  ancient  or  modem,  the  Scotch 
lawyers,  when  the  question  concerning  11- 
ierarv  property  was  lately  agitated  in  that 
kingdora,  found  themselves  justified  in  af- 
firming that  no  such  property  ever  existed 
or  ever  was  claimed  in  any  civilized  na- 
tion, England  excepted,  under  the  canopy 
of  heaven. 

In  conformity  to  the  first  preliminary 
observation,  That  the  law  in  any  abstruse 
case  was  best  discovered  by  entering  into 
a  history  of  it,  sir  John  proceeded  to 
give  an  history  of  the  law  respecting  lite- 
rary works.  This  historic  account  he  di- 
Yided  into  three  periods ;  from  the  inven- 
tion of  printing  to  the  institution  of  the 
Stationers  Company  in  queen  Mary's 
reign;  from  the  institution  of  the  Sta- 
tioners Company  to  the  licensing  act ;  and 

statute  of  queen  Anoe.  It  was  agreeable  to 
the  principles  of  right  and  wrong,  convenience 
aud  policy,  and  therefore  to  the  common  law. 
The  court  of  chancery,  proceeding  upon  its 
conception  of  moral  justice  and  general  equity, 
had  uniformly  decreed  tblit  this,  like  every 
•ther  species  of  property,  was  perpetual  to  the 
orie^inal  acquirer,  bis  heirs,  assiefus,  or  others 
to  whom  it  might  be  transferred  by  gift,  sale, 
or  any  other  means  of  transmission.  Lord 
Camden  did  not  contest  the  conformity  to  na- 
tural justice  (if  either  lord  Mansfield's  principle 
or  the  chancery  decrees,  nor  undertake  to 
prove  that  there  was  any  reason  in  the  nature 
of  literary  productions  for  rendering  the  pro- 
perty of  these,  less  durable  than  that  of  other 


from  the  licensing  act  to  the  statute  of  the 
8th  of  <j^ueen  Anne. 

^  Printing,  sir  John  said,  was,  when  first 
discovered,  deemed  a  mystery,  like  that  of 
making  sal  ammoniac,  or  any  other  chy-  * 
mical  preparation;  the  journeymen  and 
apprentices  were  laid  under  severe  injunc- 
tions not  to  lay  open  the  principles  of  the 
art  to  the  unskHful ;  as  a  manufacture  of 
the  kinffdom  it  was  therefor^e  exercised. 

Sir  John  then  mentioned  the  several 
books  printed  previous  to  the  institution 
of  the  Stationers  Company ;  and  from  the 
silence  respecting  literary  property  during 
the  whole  of  that  period,  from  the  right 
every  printer  exercised  of  printing  any 
book  he  chose,  sir  John  deduced  a  stroiig 
presumptive  proof,  that  the  common  law 
recognized  no^  such  thing  as  literary  pro* 
perty. 

Sir  John  then  stated  the  history  of  the 
institution  of  the  Stationers  Company. 
He  said,  it  was  instituted  in  the  reign  of 
Philip  and  Mary,  princes  who  ruled  with 
a  despotic  sway;  that  they,  like  every 
other  despotic  prjnce,  wished  to  crush  the 
liberty  of  the  press ;  the  booksellers,  how- 
ever, acquiesced  in  the  Act,  because  such 
of  them  as  were  members  of  the  Stationers 
Company  were  benefited  by  it.  There 
were  many  curious  regulations,  sir  John 
said,  subsisting  in  this  Company ;  he  had 
read  them  all,  and  found  the  following 
three.  <<  1.  That  no  two  persons  should 
speak  at  once.  2.  That  every  member 
should  speak  with  his  hat  off.  3.  That  a 
member  should  speak  seriously." 

From  such  important  regulations,  the 
importance  of  the  Company  might  be  de- 
duced ;  yet,  during  the  whole  of  this  pe- 
riod, from  the  invention  of  printing  to  the 
institution  of  the  Stationers  Company,  not 
a  suggestion  about  common  law  right  to 
literary  property  was  started ;  books  were 
printed  by  licence  or  leave  from  the  Sta- 

fruits  of  labour,  but  confined  himself  to  what 
he  apprehended  to  be  the  written  law  of  the 
land.  The  statute  of  queen  Anne,  he  affirmed, 
took  away  any  right  at  common -law  for  an 
author's  multiplying  copies  exclusively  fur 
ever,  if  such  right  ever  existefl. 

**  The  HonSe  of  Peers  concurred  in  his  opi- 
nion, the  decree  was  reversed,  and  thenceforth 
literary  property  dejiends  on  the  statute  of  the 
8th  of  queen  Anne,  which  secures  to  the  au- 
thor or  his  assigns  an  exclusive  property  for 
14  years,  and  14  years  after  the  expiration  of 
tliat  period  if  he  so  long  live  ;  but,  on  the  ex- 
piration of  the  one  or  both  of  these  terms,  or- 
dains the  copy-right  to  be  at  an  end/'  iiisset's 
George  the  Third. 
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tiontfs  Company*  and  puUMied  <*  cun 
privilegio.''  Whilst^  therefore,  the  mem- 
hers  of  the  Stationers  Company  agreed 
aimingst  themselves,  the  charter  granted 
to  that  company  was  a  charter  enacting  a 
body  of  licensers,  sued  for  on  a  piinciple 
of  in&eresr,  and  panted  by  the  crown  on 
a  principle  of  policy.  That  books  were 
puUished  during  all  this  time  by  privilege, 
or  patent,  was  a  notorious  fact,  for  he 
could  produce  a  list  of  many  tlius  pub- 
lished, almost  as  long  as  his  arm* 

When  the  members  of  the  Stationers 
Company  however  quarrelled  ^as  it  was 
natural  to  suppose  they  would)  amongst 
themselves,  then  each  talked  of  some  fa- 
irourite  book  as  his  property;  that  the 
public  might  be  impress^  with  the  con- 
sequential notion  of  the  word,  it  was  ge- 
nerally printed,  said  sir  John,  in  letters  as 
long  as  my  finger.  Those  who.  plumed 
themselves  upon  being  the  owners  of  these 
works  called  themselves  proprietors,  and 
the  works  were  copy  right. 

Thus  dismissing  the  Stationers  Cpm- 
{>any,  wkh  several  other  aevej«  anioiad- 
versions,  sir  John  touched  upon  the  de- 
crees of  the  Star  Chamber,  which  he  ob- 
served were  heinous  exertions  of  uncon- 
•titutional  power ;  yet  none  of  them,  re- 
epecting  books,  recognized  any  other 
right  to  vest  in  the  author,  or  his  assignees, 
than  that  created  by  patent. 

Sir  John  then  proceeded  to  examine  the 
ordinances  issuea  in  the  time  of  the  Com- 
monwealth, upon  which  he  vented  some 
humorous  remarks.  He  said,  he  should 
snention  a  truth  founded  on  the  experi- 
enee  of  ages ;  it  was  this ;  that  men  al- 
ways took  the  very  same  methods  to  keep 
power,  when  they  had  obtained  it,  which 
they  blamed  in  others  before  they  gained 
their  point.  Thus,  argued  lie,  the  com- 
monweahh-men  alnisea  the  king  and  mi- 
Jiistry  for  edicts  laying  restraints  upon  the 
press ;  and  yet  no  sooner  had  they  ob- 
tained the  reins  of  government,  than  they 
caused  ordinances  to  be  issued  prohibiting 
a  book  tb  be  published  that  had  not  un- 
dergone state  revision.  But,  though  the 
press  was  ever  an  object  both  to  le^l  and 
usurping  princes,  yet  in  no  regulaUons  re- 
specting it  was  a  common  law  right  in 
books  noticed  in  the  most  distant  manner ; 
yet  had  such  right  existed,  we  surely 
nnist  have  heard  of  it,  particularly  as  some 
of  the  British  princes  were  authors. 
James  the  1st  (added  sir  Jolm  humor- 
ously) took  it  into  his  head  to  turn  poet ; 
he  employed  his  leisure  houts^  whilst  in 
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Sootland,  in  translatiag  the  Pnlvs  rf 
David.  His  son  published  this  work ;  yet 
so  far  was  he  from  dreaming  about  a  com- 
mon law  right,  that  he  granted  a  patent 
for  the  printing  it. 

The  statute  of  queen  Anne  sir  John  no- 
ticed, with  respect  to  the  title,  the  pream- 
ble, JMid  some  of  the  clauses  contained 
therein.  He  observed.  That  it  had  beea 
mentioned  the  word  *vest'  was  adopt- 
ed in  the  title,  and  the  word  *  se- 
cured* was  inserted  in  the  body  of  the 
Act.  This  be  thought  was  a  distinctioa 
of  the  greatest  propriety,  for  the  Act  im 
framed  to  give  an  author  or  his  assigned 
a  property  in  that  which  he  had  n»t  be- 
fore ;  it  therefore  vested  something  in  hioi, 
and  aAer  having  vested  it,  there  was  a 
provision  made  to  secure  it  to  the  author. 

With  respect  to  the  preamble  of  tk 
Act,  sir  John  took  notice,  that,  admittjog 
such  a  right  as  that  claimed  under  the  de- 
nomination of  literary  property,  to  ban 
existed  anterior  fo  this  statute,  the  pre* 
amble  was  conched  in  terms  the  most  ridi- 
culous. It  runs  thus,  «*  Whereas  diren 
persons  have  taken  the  liberty  to  priut,'* 
Ssc,  A  curious  expression,  argued  sir 
John,  one  man  deprives  anodier  of  bis 
property,  and  the  legislature  calk  tbii 
only  taking  a  liberty !  Can  it  be  beliend 
that  Britbh  legislators  will  talk  in  this  ab- 
surd strain  ?  Might  it  not  be  with  efoi 
propriety  said,  that  divers  peraom  hun 
taken  the  liberty  to  commit  fraud,  perjurr, 
or  theft  i  From  the  very  phrssedogr  ^ 
the  preamble,  sir  John  inwrrcd,  that  one 
man  printing  a  book,  published  fay  v<^ 
ther,  was  in  fact  no  more  than  .tsJaog  i 
liberty  not  perhaps  quite  equitable,  but 
against  whicn,  however,  except  by  statute 
no  proviso  was  made. 

Another  clause  in  the  Act  fumisbedsir 
John  with  ample  matter  of  discussioi>- 
The  statute  vested  a  property  in  the  au- 
thor for  14  years,  «•  and  no  longer.*  Sr 
John  asked,  why  the  phrase  **  snd  n» 
longer''  was  adopted  ?  Admitting  the  r^ 
spondents  right  m  their  notions  aboutj 
common  law  property,  a  daim  so  founded 
must  vest  the  propes^  in  the  owner  fori 
perpettiity :  How  then  could Ihisststute  v 
called,  as  it  is,  •  An  Act  for  the  better  en- 
couragement of  learning.'  Was  lesnuB^ 
encouraged  by  depriving  learned  men  «• 
jr  they  had  for  a  perpetuity,  m 


property 


vesting  it  in  them  for  a  term  of  years  only. 
The  supoosition  was  absurd ;  and  yet » 
the  Act  oy  some  certain  privil^es  not  «»• 
joyed  before,  did  jiot  enpean^gf  !«""** 
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I  ttatote  ef  tke  Icgisktiire  was  sufered  to 
^  published  with  a  direct  falshood  for  its 
mprimatur.  Upon  the  supposition  of 
I  coniaion  law  right,  the  statute  curtailed, 
nstead  of  enlarging  an  author's  privileges; 
t  vested  nothing  in  him  but  what  he  had 
»efore ;  it  secured  nothing  to  him  but  what 
le  was  previously  secured  in  by  the  com- 
non  law ;  and  in  the  place  of  enjoying  a 
property  transmissible  in  perpetuity  to  his 
leirs,  he  enjoyed  one  for  14  years  only. 

Sir  John  then  stated  his  notion  of  the 
tatute  in  question,  humorously  thus: 
here  is  nothing,  said  he,  an  author  or  a 
irinter  detests  so  much  as  a  minister. 
>(ow,  if  DO  common  law  right  exists,  the 
HTopcrty  roust  be  vested  by  patent ;  but 
or  an  author  to  be  eternally  solipiting  for  i 
Mitent  afler  patent,  would  have  too  much 
;he  air  of  aependiEince  on  a  great  man : 
low,  continued  snr  John,  an  author  is 
boHsh  enough  to  think,  that  if  a  great  man 
>romises  to  grant  htm  a  patent,  or  any  other 
avour,  the  great  man  should  keep  his 
vord ;  and  if  he  breaks  his  promise,  the 
luthor  is  apt,  said  sir  John  bluntly,  to 
bink  the  great  man  a  rogue.  To  save 
berefore  an  author  from  the  pain  of  reite- 
rated solicitations,  this  statute  of  queen 
A.nne  passed;  it  serves  for  an  universal 
>atent,  and  supercedes  the  necessity  of  an 
luthor's  applying  for  particular  ones.  It 
>aaaed  in  the  reign  of  a  Tory  prince, 
inder  the  influence  of  a  Tory  ministry ; 
fet  the  statute  is  defensible,  and  lawyers 
vould  defend  it  upon  diferent  principles. 
Die  truth  is,  continued  sir  John,  that  law- 
yers, likepariraments,  vary  in  their  lan- 
guage. The  st^le  of  the  House  of  Com- 
aons,  in  my  time,  has  varied ;  it  is  the 
lanae  with  courts;  what  at  one  time  is 
)rerogative,  at  another  is  necessity ;  pro- 
Jamations  are  now  out  of  fashion,  yet  I 
enaember  them  in  tolerable  vogue ;  hence 
afryers,  as  well  as  ministers,  vary  about ; 
md  according  to  the  fashion  of  the  times, 
rill  defend  a  thing  upon  the  principles 
either  of  prerogative,  property,  or  state 
leceasity,  or  all  together.  Cnief  Justice 
>crogg8,  at  the  head  of  the  Whigs,  would 
contend  for  liberty  and  property ;  judge 
FeiFeries  for  prerogative ;  a  prudent  law- 
rer,  for  both  liberty,  property,  and  prero- 
^tive* 

Sir  John  having  thus  combated  the  sta- 
ute  of  queen  Anne,  made  a  variety  of  mis- 
;ellaneous  observations  rather  foreign  to 
he  point,  but  introduced  seeming^  to 
evel  a  stroke  of  sarcastic  humour.  He 
laid,  that  he  was  informed  the  coimsel 
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on  the  opposite  side  intended  to  prove 
that  a  copy  right  had  been  acknowledged 
by  the  testimony  of  several  divines ;  but 
with  deference  to  the  church,  he  did  not 
believe  what  they  signed  to  be  the  truth. 
He  said,  that  authors  and  booksellers 
seldom  were  men  of  family  or  fortune  ;  it 
was  therefore  extremely  difficult  to  find 
out  their  heirs  ten  years  afler  their  deaths. 
Hie  said,  that  twelve  or  thirteen  booksel- 
lers were  hovering,  like  eagles  over  a  car- 
case, about  the  remains  of  poot  Thomson ; 
but  he  hoped  their  lordships  would  pro- 
tect those  remains  from  sucn  hungry  vul- 
tures. 

Sir  John,  after  thus  jocularly  discours- 
ing, thus  returned  to  combat  the  subject 
upon  more  serious,  as  well  as  substantial 
grounds.  He  argued  thus:  the  book 
about  which  the  action  is  brought,  was 
printed  at  Edinburgh ;  In  Scotland  there 
IS  no  such  thine  as  literary  property ;  by 
the  articles  of  Union,  matters  respecting' 
traffic  stand  mutually  upon  the  same  foot- 
ing ;  can,  therefore,  or  cannot  a  man  im- 
port into  this  kingdom,  and  here  sell  books 
printed  in  Scotland  ? 

Sir  John  then  talked  about  ideas.  If  t 
cwy  a  manuscript,  sa^s  he,  and  publish 
it,  1  am  liable  to  a  civd  action ;  if  I  steal 
a  book,  to  a  criminal  one ;  the  one  is  sim- 
ply taking  ideas,  the  other  a  chattel.  But, 
argues  he,  what  property  can  a  man  have, 
in  ideas?  whilst  be  keeps  them  to  himself 
they  are  his  own,  when  he  publishes  them 
they  are  his  no  longer.  It  I  take^  water 
from  the  ocean  it  is  mine,  if  I  pour  it  back 
it  is  mine  no  longer.  Besides,  continues 
sir  John,  there  are  various  methods  of 
conveying  ideas ;  by  looks,  at  which  the 
ladies  are  most  expert.  Now  an  ogle  is  a 
lady's  own  whilst  in  private,  but  if  she 
ogles  publicly  they  are  every  one's  pro- 
perty. By  gesture  ideas  are  conveyed; 
Foote's,  or  any  other  person's  puppet-shew 
continued  his  before  public  representa- 
tion, but  after  that  any  one  might  imitate 
It.  Prints  and  engravings  were,  when 
once  made  public,  the  property  of  every 
imitator.  Ilence  in  the  case  of  some  of 
Hogarth's  prints,  an  Act  passed  vesting 
an  exclusive  right  in  his  wiaow  for  a  term 
of  years.  Besides  all  this,  sir  John  con- 
tended, that  a  decision  in  favour  of  the  ap- 
pellants would  benefit  authm-s,'  promote 
trade,  and  increase  the  revenue.  It  would 
benefit  authors  because  the  old  stock  upon 
booksellers'  hands  becoming  common,  au- 
thors would  be  applied  to  for  new  works : 
hence  trade  as  well  as  authorship  would 
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be  served,  and  the  reyenue  by  consequence 
encreased  considerably. 

Sucb  are  the  substance  of  the  most  of 
sir  John  Dalrymple's  arguments,  sir  John 
spoke  for  two  hours  and  a  half,  and 
seemed  to  exhaust,  in  this  one  speech,  all 
the  knowledge,  metaphysical,  legal,  che< 
mical  and  political,  he  possesses.  He 
passed  the  greatest  encomiums  on  lord 
Hardwicke,  mentioned  a  doubt  of  his 
lordship's  upon  the  subject  of  literary  pro- 
perty, and  said,  <<  that  the  doubts  of  one 
wise  man  contained  more  ii^ormation 
than  the  dogmatic  opinions  of  ten  thou- 
sand weak  blockheads. 

Sir  John  computed  the  number  of 
printers  and  booksellers  in  London  to 
amount  to  thirty  thousand,  and  dropped 
the  following  expression :  when  the  lord 
mayor  was  parading  from  the  House  after 
some  popular  act  about  discharging  the 
printers,  I  was  m  the  city,  and  perceiving 
the  nrob  not  so  numerous  as  might  be  ex- 
pected, I  en(^uired  the  reason,  and  was 
told  that  a  pnnter  had  been  hanged  that 
day,  and  ten  thousand  of  the  brotherhood 
chose  rather  to  attend  that  than  the  lord 
mayor's  procession* 

Feb.  8.    Counsel  being  called  in» 

Mr.  Solicitor  General  Wedderbum  was 
heard  for  the  Respondents : 

He  began  his  speech  with  compli- 
menting the  two  counsel  on  the  other  side  of 
the  question  ;  out  ofthe  learned  pleaders, 
he  observed,  had  entered  into  the  argu- 
ment with  great  ability,  his  definition  of 
the  word  *  property*  had  been  shrewd,  me- 
taphysical, and  subtle ;  but  he  hoped  to 
be  able  to  convince  their  lordships,  that 
mgeniouB  as  the  definition  of  that  word 
had  been,  it  was  nevertheless  erroneous. 
Literary  property  had,  by  those  who  spoke 
before  him,  been  said  to  be  so  abstruse 
and  chimerical,  that  it  was  not  possible  to 
define  it.  The  interpretation  thev  had 
put  upon  the  wo^d  <  property'  was,  that  it 
implied  something  corporeal,  tangible, 
and  material.  He  begged  leave  to  difier 
from  tliis  opinion^  and  to  point  out  how 
common  it  was  for  terms  to  be  misapplied 
fts  to  their  import.  The  word  *  property* 
had,  by  the  ablest  writers,  been  called 
*  jus  utendi,  fruendi,  disponendi ;'  it  was 
therefore  evident  tliat  any  idea,  although 
it  was  incorporeal  in  itself,  yet  if  it  pro- 
mised future  profit  to  the  inventor  or  it, 
was -a  property.  And  the  latter  word  had, 
through  maccurftcy,  bew  usi^di  w  de- 


scribing that,  over  which  a  poneaorhdd 
an  absolute  reign,  dominion,  or  power  of 
disposal.  The  subject  matter  oiigfat  bt 
immaterial,  and  yet  liable  to  be  appropri- 
ated. Property  changed  its  nature  with 
its  place:  in  England,  portions  of  kod 
were  private  property ;  among  the  Anbi 
and  Tartars  no  such  idea  prevailed,  thej 
looked  upon  cattle  and  diattels  as  tbif 
only  private  property.  Among  the  Ame- 
ricans, in  certain  districts,  land  was  con- 
sidered as  property,  but  not  as  the  pro- 
{)erty  of  individuals;  as  the  inhabitant! 
ived  upon  the  gains  of  hunting,  a  circum- 
ference of  land,  sufficient  for  them  to 
hunt  on,  was  considered  aa  the  general 
property  of  one  tribe  or  nation.  Tbe 
lawyers'  mode  of  describing  property  wu 
exceedingly  trite  and  familiar,  they  geoe- 
rally  divided  it  into  corporeal  and  incorpo- 
reaf,  and  in  the  present  case  it  had  bea 
said  to  commence  by  occupation,  and  ta 
continue  by  possession.  This  was  a  nar- 
TOW  scale  of  argument.  In  the  courti 
of  law  it  was  universally  admitted  that 
matters  incorporeal  were  neverthdess 
matters  of  property,  and  the  lawyers*  diri- 
sion  of.it  proved  that  matters  not  in  ooco- 
pancy  or  possession,  were  yet  of  value,  asd 
could  be  sold  or  given  over,  as  in  the  casesof 
manors  and  advowsons,  remainders,  aod  re- 
versions. They  could  besold  by  assignment, 
and  the  mode  of  sale  was  by  title.  F<^ 
session  was  usually  described  as  originating 
from  two  things,  livery  and  grant.  Under 
the  latter  title,  in  some  degree,  stood  lite- 
rary property ;  but  it  was  not  to  be  cxm 
dered  as  originating  from  crown  grants, 
for  excepting  the  prerogative  copies,  tia 
crown  had  no  right,  and  in  the  first  of 
those  (the  Bible)  no  farther  right,  than 
in  that  particular  translation  publisbed  ia 
the  reign  of  king  James. 

The  Solicitor  Gener^  observed,  tlal 
every  inventor  had  a  ri^ht  to  the  profit  of 
his  invention :  and  as  he  found  that  Gro* 
tins  had  not  escaped  the  Attorney  Ge- 
neral's researches,  he  was  much  surprised 
that  in  his  definition  of  property,  th« 
learned  pleader  had  not  hit  upon  a  pofl* 
tion  whicu  was  directly  in  point.  He 
thien  read  an  observation  cited  by  Gro 
tins  as  having  been  made  by  PauluS)  % 
Roman  law3rer,  who  declared,  that  on* 
mode  of  acquiring  property  was  inden- 
tion, and  that  from  Ae  nature  of  thin^ 
he  who  made  a  matter  was  the  owner  of  it- 
This  he  observed  was  a  much  more  liberal 
construction  of  the  word  « invention 
than  had  been  put  oa  it  by  the  otber  «d<i 
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'wAk^  fand  tftlEen  it  tip  in  its  vulgar  accep- 
C^on,  and  only  given  it  allusion  to  trifles, 
««ich  as  the   finding   shells  on  the  sea^ 
aliore,  &c.     It  had  been  contended,  that 
&lie  teller  of  an  orrery  was  in  the  same 
oredicament  as  an  author,  when^  he  pub- 
lished*    Such  allusion  came  not  to  the 
point ;    the  first  sheet  of  an  edition,  as 
tfoon  as  it  was  given  impression,  in  a  man- 
Kier  loaded  an  author  with  the  expences  of 
»  vrhole  edition,  and  if  that   edition  was 
<S»OOQ  number,  the  author  was  not  repaid 
fbr  his  labour  and  his  hazard,  till  the  last 
0f  the  5,000  was  sold.      The  maker  of 
an  orrery  was  at  no  other  trouble  and 
diafge,  than  the  time,  ingenuity  and  ex- 
peiice,  spent  in  making  one  orrery ;  and 
^when  he  had  «old  that  one,  he  was  amply 
paid.      Orrery-making  was  an  invention, 
aod  the  inventor  reaped  the  profit  accruing 
firom  it.    Writing  a  book  was  an  inven- 
aioii,  and  some  profit  must  accrue  afler 
poblieation :  who  should  reap  the  benefit 
of  it  ?    Autliore,  he  contended  both  from 
principles  of  natural  justice,  and  the  in- 
terest of  society,  had  the  best  rif^ht  to 
the  profits  accruing  from  a  publication  of 
tfaeir  own  ideas  ;  and  as  it  had  been  ad- 
mitted on  all  hands  that  an  author  had 
an  interest  or  property  in  his  own  manu- 
script, previous  to  publication ;  he  desired 
to  know  who  could  have  a  greater  claim 
to  it  afterwards.    It  was  an  author's  do- 
minioD  over  his  ideas  that  gave  •  him  his 
property  in  his  manuscript  originally,  and 
notning  but  a  transfer  of  that  dominion  pr 
d|ght  of  disposal  could  take  it  away.    It 
was  absurd  to  imagine,  that  either  a  sale, 
a  Iowa,  or  a  ^ft  of  a  book,  carried  with  it 
an  implied  nght  of  multiplying  copies; 
so  much  paper  and  print  were  sold,  lent, 
or  giyen,ana  an  unlimited  perusal  was  war* 
noited  f^om  such  sale,  loan  or  gift,  but  it 
C€»iihi  not  be  conceived  that  when  Bs^  \rere 
paid  for  a  book,  the  seller  meant  to  trans- 
fer a  riffht  of  gaining  100^. ;  every  man 
muflt  fed  to  the  contrary,  and  conms  the 
absurdity  of  such  an  argument. 

The  Solicitor  Generiu  produced  a  copy 
of  the  original  grant  of  km^  James  ror 
priatio^  some  poems  of  his  writing,  which, 
ozeeptmg  some  royal  stile  in  the  begin- 
ning, he  observed,  ran  in  the  ordinary 
phrase  of  an  author's  assignment  of  copy- 
light  to  a  bookseller ;  nay,  indeed  it  was 
mom  ample,  for  it  not  only  transferred 
the  right  of  the  matter  then  published,  but 
also  transferred  a  right  to  every  thing  he 
should  hereafter  be  pleased  to  write. 
JLmoDg  other  matters  .ad?erted>to  in  thia 
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speech,  Ames's  Typographical  History 
was  particularly  noticed :  the  application  ' 
of  the  printers  in  Prynne's  time  to  sup- 
press and  call  in  the  patents  for  printing  - 
and  publishing  the  Bible,  was  mentioned ; 
the  applicants  terming  those  patents  a 
sanction  for  monopolizers,  the  matter  was 
heard  by  counsel,  when  Prynne  pleaded 
on  one  side  of  the  question,  and  his  an- 
swer turned  on  nine  points,  in  one  of 
which  that  celebrated  lawyer  declared, 
that  the  most  serious  and  solid  objec- 
tion agabst  the  printers,  was  the  inherent 
common  law  right  for  an  author  to  mul- 
tiply copies.  This  the  Solicitor  General 
said,  was  one  strong  proof  that  in  the  worst 
of  time  the  jtis  naturale  respecting  literary 
property  was  not  forgot.  Licences  in 
general,  he  observed,  proved  not  that 
common  law.  right  did  not  inherently 
exist,  but  were  the  universal  fetters  of  the 
press  at  the  times  in  which  authors  were 
obliged  to  obtain  them.— With  regard  to 
the  statute  of  queen  Anne,  he  was  very 
wUling  to  let  that  rest  on  the  same  grounds 
as  the  Attorney  General  had  placed  it 
last  Friday,  namely,  that  if  it  gave  no  right 
it  took  none  away.  But  he  could  not  help 
observing  that  it  contained  a  positive 
dause  to  let  the  matter  respecting  a  com- 
mon law  right,  remain  precisely  in  the 
state  in  which  it  was  when  that  Act 
passed :  and  that  the  court  of  Chancery 
considered  that  such  a  right  did'eicist,  was 
evident  from  the  several  injunctions  that 
court  had  granted  since  the  enacting  of 
the  statute,  which  did  not  govern  those  in- 

i 'unctions,  as  it  did  not  particularly  specify, 
low  the  court  of  Chancery  were  to 
act.  He  instanced  the  cases  of  Pope  and 
Curl,  Gwynne  and  Dr  Shebbeare,  and 
two  law  books,  as  proofs  of  what  he  as- 
serted. He  mentioned  also  the  case  of 
Dodsley  v.  Kinnersly,  in  1761,  before 
sir  Thomas  Clark,  master  of  the  rolls. 
The  former  prayed  an  injunction  against 
the  latter,  for  abstracting  part  of  Dr.  John- 
son's Rasseias,  and  puDlishing  such  ab- 
stract in  a  magazine.  The  Solicitor  6e- ' 
neral,  af^er  noticing  the  great  ability  of 
sir^  Thomas,  declar^  that  his  opinion  was 
the  same  respecting  literary  property,  as 
that  he  had  maintained ;  ana  after  a  va- 
riety of  very  ingenious  remarks,  he  con- 
cluded his  argument,  invoking  the  Lordi 
to  sancti^  Uie  final  determination  of  a 

auestion  TOunded  on  natural  justice,  and 
le  interest  of  society,   by  aifirmmg  the 
decree. 
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Mr.  Dimmng  ipoke  also  for'  the  Be^ 
tfoodeats : 

He  began  by  observing  that  his 
learned  leader  had  so  ably  considered  the 
case,  and  so  eloquently  argued  the  pointy 
that  there  remained  little  for  him  to  offer^ 
except  some  general  observations  on  the 
question.    He  said  it  was  to  him  the  most 
extraordinary  idea  that  ever  he   heard, 
that  it  should  be  admitted  that  an  author 
had  a  property  originally  in  his  composi- 
tioHy  and  that  the  first  moment  he  exer- 
cised his  dominion  over  that  property,  ^d 
endeavoured  to  raise  a  profit  from  it,  he 
lost  iu    Publication,  he  could  not  con- 
ceive, was  of  such  8  nature  as  to  destrov 
that  right  to  the  matter  published,  which 
it  was  acknowledged  an  author  had  before 
it  was  published.    It  had  been  declared  on 
'  the  other  side,  that  during  the  licensing 
act,  and  those  reigns  when  the  privileges 
were  obtained,  and  Star  Chamber  decrees 
were  so  frequent,  that  the  inherent  right 
at  common  law  appeared  but  dimly ;  this, 
he  observed,  was  not  to  him  any  wonder, 
as  during  the  period  mentioned,  nothing 
but  injustice  was  seen  openly.    It  remind- 
ed him,  that  while  an  act  was  passing  for 
the  preservation  of  cabbages  and  turnips^ 
a  man  was  exceedingly  anxious  to  disco- 
ver on  act  for  the  preservation  of  window 
curtains,  and  the  reason  he  gave  for  this 
anxiety  was,  because  he  thought  a  window 
curtain  full  as  deserving  of  preservation  as 
either  a  cabbage  or  a  turnip*    Again,  Ad- 
dison and  Dr.  Swift  had  been  said  to  have 
been  the  friends  and  advisers  of  ministers;. 
till  he  was  told  the  name  of  the  minister 
who  was  go  befriended  and  advised  by 
Swifl,  he  should  decline  entering  upon 
that  matter,  but  he  was  very  sure  that  in 
iSwift's  time  the  ministry  were  not  with- 
out their  share  of^abuse.    One  part  of  the 
argument  used  for  the  appellants  was,  that 
it  would  benefit  authors,  if  no  exclusive 
right  of  multiplying  copies  existed :  this 
was  a  very  strange  assertion,  and  it  was 
very  extraordinary  tha(  authors  in  general 
should  think  otherwise.    It  was-customary 
for  booksellers,  as  buyers,  to  buy  as  cheap 
as  they  could,  and  it  was  also  customary 
for  authors  to  sell  as  dear  as  they  cotdd ; 
this  could  not  be  the  case  if  the  moment  a 
hook  was  published  ev^y  man  had  a  right 
to  print  it.     Authors  formerly,  when  ^ere 
were  few  readers»  might  get  but  small 
prices  for  their  labour ;  that  however  had 
Dot  of  late  years  been  the  case.    Hume's 
UktoTj/  o/£nj^hmd;  and  Dr.  Kobertson'^ 


History  of  ScotUnd,  had  beeo  anplf  psid 
sliUn 


for,  and  Haw kesworth's  Voyages  I 
largely :  how  was  this  differenee  to  be  t& 
counted  for?    not  from  ai^  nqconwNi 
generosity  in  the  booksellers;  net  frov 
any  superiority  in  point  of  merit  ia  lbs 
books,  but  from  the  idea  of  a  cqomoo  la« 
right  prevailing^  and  hom  that  ides  beinf[ 
estisblished  by  the  detenBiaatioQ  ef  ifas 
court  of  King's-bench  in*  the  ease  of  BGU 
ler  and  Tawlor ;  for  it  was  idle  to  conteod 
that  the  subject  of  the  preaept  appeal  wii 
not  exactly  on  the  same  ^reunds.    TIm 
appellants,  wanted  to  sanctity  the  importsx 
tion  of  Scotdi- books  into  England,  in  the 
same  manner  as  the  importatioa  of  Scotdi 
cattle*    The  book  on  whioh  thepr«Mflt 
cause  was  grounded,  was  written,  indeed, 
by  a  Scotchman,  but  it  was  written  in 
English^  and  originally  printed  in  Enffiand. 
The  appellanto  had  invaded  the  legid  pw^ 
chaser,  b^  printing  a  copy  in  Sootiud, 
aild  ofienog  it  to  sale  in  Londoo;  he 
hopffd  therdbrei  that  their  lordships  wnM 
teach  tbem  that  literary  property  wasa- 
cred^  by- affirming  the  aectoe* 

Febmary  9i    The  counsel  being  calU 
in, 

Mr.    Attorney    General  Thuriaw  vtf 
heard  in  reply: 

He  first  took  notice  of  Mr.  Doo- 
ning's  insinuation,  that  Mr.  Justice 
Yeatesy  although  a  Tory  honest  and  a  ve^ 
able  lawyer,  had  inclined  to  the  sideoov 
argued  for  by  the  appellants,  merelj  froa 
bemg  accustomed  to  plead  it;  and  tbit 
from  the^iffioulty  of  any  person's  seeuigi 
question  impartially^  which  he  had  long 
been  habituated  to  view  in  only  ooeli^ 
the  late  Mr.  Justice  Yeates  did  not  siii* 
ciently  divest  himself  of  the  advocate  wbea 
ha  was- determining  as  a  judge*  This  he 
conceived  to  ba  a  very  unfair  conduda^ 
and  thought  that  no  judge  was  to  be  tup 
posed  influenoed  by  wiMt  he  bad  argoe^ 
as  a  counsel.  He  again  went  into  a  defr 
nition  of  what  the  law  termed  propert^i 
denying  the  positions  which  had  beeo  Ua 
down  by  the  Solicitor  General  respeccie| 
it|  and  declaring  that  the  roatterin  ^a** 
tion  was  not  at  all  comparable  to  sdvo«» 
sons,  remaind|ers,  or  reverKiaas.  Fmertjt 
be  said,  was  in  his  idea  of  a  deuwe  ns- 
turet  either  original  or  derivable ;  it  w^ 
be  in  itself  corporeal,  or  derive  its  taaM 
from  something  of  a  oorporesl  nstiHe; 
thence  its  relation  to  occupaogr  and  fxa* 
sMttffA ;  but  be  inwatiioi  toa^4faatpflr 
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firom  a  gtant  of  Uw 
kioft  when  be^dedered  that  the  hrir  d^ 
Beribed  it  ai  ariikig  either  if  om  Uvery  or 
grant.    Literary  preperty  eouid  not  be  of 
either  of  theaeorigiasi  and  waarteidl  iottnfli 
and  piirpoow  iadefioable.    But  he  eoidd 
not  help  expreMig  hb  amaBenient,  that 
it  should  have  been  attempted  to  chaafe 
him  with  nofkirly  defining  Uie  -meenin^  of 
inrentiotty  by  eithie  the  very  pewager  firoo» 
Grotiiif  whKh  he  had  first  ^oted,  aa  im« 
mediately  proving  the  meaabg  he  had 
given  it.    He  read  the  whole  period*  and 
appealed  to  his  hearers  iriiemer  h*  had 
not  draim  a  finr  and  defemible  conchision 
from  it.    ¥Pith  reeard  to  te  observ^ition, 
tbat  the  inventor  of  an  orrery  vms  not  at  all 
to  be  compared  to  the  inventor  of  a  bocAr, 
beeauae  he  was  paid  for  hia  labour  when  he 
had  sold  one  orrery;  dievewaanot  a  owre 
faUaciout  doctrine  io  the^posvvr  of  wwdi* 
The  maker  of  a  time*pieee,  or  an  orreir, 
stood  in  the  same,  if  not  in  a  worstf  prem- 
camenty  than  an  aathor.    Tlie  bare  inven- 
tion of  their  machines^  might  cost  them 
twenty  of  the  meet  laborvoua  yoars  in  thair 
whole  life ;  and  the  expenoe  to  the  &0t 
inventors  in  procuring,  preparing,  and  por- 
tioning the  metals,  ana  other  conoponent 
parts  of  their  machines,  was  too  infinite  to 
bear  even  for  a  mpment  the  supposition 
that  the  sale  of  the  first  orrery  recom- 
pensed it    And  yet  no  man  wonld  deny 
that  after  an  orrery  was  sold,  every  me- 
chanist had  a  rieht  to  make  another  after 
its  modeh    Authors  had  certainly  an  in- 
terest in  their  manuscripts  before  publica- 
^n^and  they  had  a  rignt  to  every  advan- 
tage which  could  poMibly  accrue  from 
first  communicating  their  manuscript  to 
the  world;  buthuving  onoe  done  so,  they 
lost  all  further  claim.    Publication  was' in 
his  mind  sale,  and  ^S^i  a  man  hadsdkl  Ms 
right,  it  was  absurd  to  contend' that  he 
had  aqy  cjaim*  upon  the  porcbasen    IVie 
ct«  ^recorded  hy   Prynne    folly   cOn* 
firmed  him  in  the  opinion  he  entertsftned. 
The  primers  were  tnen  urging  an  impro^ 
per  suit.    The  sole  printing  of  Bibles  had 
been  granted  by  the  crown,  and  such  a 
«te  of  Uie  prerogative  was  very  defensible 
tod  very  proper.    As  to  the  dioctrine  that 
any  man  had  aright  to  pnblirii  translations, 
ftnd  that  therefore  other  versions  of  the 
Bible  might  be  puUished,  it  was  exceed- 
}<^gly  murd,  supposing  that  a  common 
Jsv  right  did  exist.    Lord  Bacon  and  se- 
veral of  the  old  learned  writers,  idways 
^«  their  thmghts  in  Latm;  surely  if 
»cy  Ma  right«t^  their  aiwidaai^it 


wosdd  haw  been  very  hard  for  a  trad^ior 
to  have  published  an  English  edition  aa 
soon  as  possible  after  their  appe^ranca  in 
Latin ;  and  more  especially  so,  if  the  case 
coidd  have  happened  at  this  day,  ad  tBe 
Bnglislr  edition  woukl  hava  had  the  ad^ao* 
tage  greatly  in  point  of  profitable  side.    In 
the  eaae  of  Newton's  Miltoff,  thiT  court  of 
Chandavy  Aeoreed  genorally  t  they  did  not, 
as  had  been  obeerved  on  the  other  stde, 
divide  lh»  author's  text  iVoM'tlie  comnlen« 
tator's  notes,  and  the  reason  is  ob^ioua,  for 
no  matt  woold  have  purchased  one  wiA* 
ouil  tha  other,   it  wurtme,  be  dbMerved, 
that  the  statute  of  queeti  Anne  had  not 
either  reetrioted  or  enhirged  the  powi^r  of 
the  court  of  Ghanc^iy,  respecting  the 
mode  of  treating  the' queflftk>n;  bufitwaa 
as  true,  chav  the  coim  of  Chanccfry  had 
not  only  of  itself  always  acted  upon  the 
prineipias  of  that  statute,  but  that  every 
prayer  for  m  injunction  had  %!X  late  years 
Dcen  grounded  upon  it.     The  late  lord 
Hardwicke  had  baen  declaim  to  hav^  been 
of  opiriioo,  that  therer  did  exist  a  common 
la#    right.      Bafore    lord   HardwicKe^sf 
opinion  was  attempted  to  be  po«itively^ 
pronounced,  it  was  highly  necessary,  he 
presumed,  to  ascertain  that  he  entettained 
any  opinion  relative  to  the  matter:    If  one 
court's  determination  in  ihvour  of  tbedom- 
mon  law  rights,  had  given  three  guineas 
for    such    a    work   as    Hawkesworth^a 
Voyages,  what  would  riot  a  defermination 
of  the  House  ofLordsr  give  I    Six  guineaa 
at  least ;  so  that  the  public  would'  b6  nhi- 
terially  injured  if  the  monopoly  contended- 
for  by  the  respondents  waa  ratified'  and^ 
confiiwedi    That  it  was  a  monopoly  terid*- 
ing  to  distress  the  public,  iifjul-fe  literatuh^,. 
ai^  oontm^y  to  every  species  of  natural 
justice.     Afler  having"  argiied-  riear  t#t>' 
hours,  drying  that  th^  couMd  on  th^^ 
other  side  had  dMfat^d  hi«'forti6er  po4^ 
tions,  and  endeavouring  to  produce  new 
onet  in  support  oi  hia  doctrine,  he  cdh« 
eluded  with  summing  op   thcf   stH>nge«t^ 
parts  of  his  argument,  and  hoping  that^ 
their  lordsfaips  would  conM^  t^^ey  were 
about  to  determine  the  law  on  a  most  iift-^ 
portent  point,  and  wishing  that  they  inight 
pronounce  in  favour  pf  the  appellants; 

Hie  counsel  were  directed  to  withdraw. 

And  it  being  proposed,  That  the  Judgea-' 
be  directed  to  oeliver  their  Opinions 
upon  the  foUowing Questions; 

1.  <*  Whether,  at  common  law,  an 
author  of  any  boelc'or  literary  conmo* 
aitton»  had  the  sole  right  c/f  nM 
ptitttiag'aaid'pubUAihig^  thfrattiiHbr' 
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0ale»   8Dd  might  brii^   an    action 
against  any  person  who  printed,  pub* 
lishedy  and  sold  the  same^  without  hia 
consent} 
%  **  If  the  author  bad  such  right  ori- 
ginal] v,  did  the  bw  take  it  away  upon 
nis  printing  and  publishing  such  book 
or  Literary  composition,  and   might 
any  person  afterward  reprint  and  sell, 
for  his  own  benefit,  such  book  or  Hte*^ 
rary  composition,  against  the  will  of 
'the  author? 
5.  **  If  such  action  would  have  lain,  at 
common  law,  is  it  taken  away  by  the 
statute  of  8th  Anne :   and  is  an  au- 
thor, by  the  said  statute,  precluded 
from  every   remedy  except  on  the 
foundation  of  the  said  statute,  and  on 
the  terms  and  conditions  prescribed 
thereby?" 
The  same  was  agreed  to ;  and  the  said 
Questions  were  accordingly  piit  to  the 
Judges. 

Then  it  was  proposed,  by  lord  Camden, 
That  the  Judges  likewise  be  directed  to 
deliver  their  Opinions  upon  the  following 
Questions ; 
4.  **  Whether  the  author  of  any  literary 
composition,  and  his  assigns,  bad  the 
sole  right  of  printing  and  publishing 
the  same,  in  perpetuity,  by  the  com- 
mon law  ? 
5«  '<  Whether  this  right  is  any  way  im- 
peached, restrained,  or  taken  away,  by 
the  statute  8th  Anne  ?'' 
The  same  was  agreed  to;  and  the  said 
Questions  were  accordingly  put    to  the 
Judges.   Whereupon,  the  Judges  desiring 
that  some  time  might  be  allowed  them  for 
that  purpose;   it  was  ordered,  That  the 
further  consideration  of  this  cause  be  ad- 
journed till  Tuesday  next ;  and  that  the 
Judges  do  then  attend  to  deliver  their  opi- 
nions upon  the  said  Questions. 

Feb.  15.  The  Lord  Chancellor  ac- 
quainted the  House,  That  the  Judges  dif- 
ierred  in  their  Opinions  upon  the  said 
Questions,  uoon  wnich,  it  was  ordered, 
li'hat  the  Juoges  present  do  deliver  their 
Opinions  upon  the  said  Questions  seriaUm^ 
with  their  Reasons.    Accordingly,     . 

Mr.  Baron  Eifte  first  rose  and  delivered 
bis  Opinion,  with  the  Reasons  whereon 
that  opinion  was  founded,  in  substance 
as  follows:  , 

He  observed,  that  great  pains  had  l^een 
taken  by  the  ingenious  counsel  for  the 
reqpond^tsp  to  avoid  considerio^  the  sub- 


ject as  at  aH  connected  wiA  nKtSfihyflie  • 
subtleties;  that  such  an  attempt  though 
highly  praise-worth^  in  those  wno  had  Se 
interest  of  -their  dienis  at  heart,  wis  yet 
totally  impracticable,  as  every  endeavoar  to 
disclaim  the  use  of  metaphync  ressoning 
tended  only  to  shew  bow  neceanry  it 
was  to  ther  accurate  discussion  of  the  sub* 
ject.  That  the  question  in  (hot  was  le* 
specting  a  right  to  ap(>ropriate  ideas.  That 
the  objects  over  which  a  right,  and  in 
which  an  exclusive  property  was  dahoed, 
were  incorporeal  existences,  which  could 
not  be  treated  of  with  any  d^ree  of  ac- 
curacy, without  havrngrecoursetotheaidof 
scientific  disquisition.  That  thetfaiokiog 
faculty  was  a  gift  with  which  ail  men  were 
endowed ;  that  ideas  produced  by  the  o^ 
cupation  of  a  thinking  iaeulty  common  to 
all,  should  likewise  be  held  ooramon,  and 
no  more  be  deemed  subject  to  exclosive 
appropriation  than  any  other  of  the  com- 
mon gifts  of  nature. 

Hence  the  baron  put  an  absolute  nega* 
tive  upon  the  first  Question,  relative  to  tbe 
author  of  a  book  or  literarr  composition 
having  a  right  at  comoKm  law  to  the  ex- 
clusive sale  of  such  book  or  literarjr  com- 
position. This  the  baron  denied  in  the 
most  positive  terms.  He  said,  that,  from 
the  very  nature  of  the  contents  of  a  bod^, 
they  were  incapable  of  being  made  objectt 
of  common  law  propernr ;  notliing  cooid 
be  predicated  of  tnem,  which  was  predio- 
ble  of  every  other  species  of  property  sub- 
ject to  the  controul  and  within  the  liniti 
of  the  protection  of  the-common  law.  A 
right  to  appropriate  ideas  was  a  right  to 
appropriate  something  so  ethereal  as  to 
elude  definition!  so  intellectual  as  not  to 
fall  within  the  limits  of  the  human  mind 
to  describe  with  any  toleraUe  degree  of 
accuracy.  Ideas,  if  convertible  into  ob- 
jects of  property,  should  bear  some  faiot 
similitude  to  other  objects  of  property; 
they  did  not  bear  any  such  similitude,  tbey 
were  altogether  anomalous.  Tbey  couM 
not  pass  by  descent  to  heirs ;  tbey  vere 
not  liiible  to  bequest;  no  characteristic 
marks  remained  whereby  to  ascertam 
them ;  and,  were  such  incorporealities  ^ 
subject  to  one  of  the  conditions  wbich 
constituted  the  very  essence  of  property 
original  or  derivative ;  were  such  incorpo- 
realities  liable  to  exclusive  appropriation, 
by  any  right  founded  in  the  commoo  l«r. 

The  baron  observed,  that  if  the  notion 
of  a  comnu)n  law  right  should  be  repro- 
bated, such  reprobation  carried  with  it  an 
eiq^licit  answer  to  the  second  Qnestioo^ 
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there  being  no  common  law  right/an  ac- 
tion could  not  be  maiDfataed  against  the 
re-publiahers  of  an  author's  book  or  lite« 
rary  compoflilioii,  without  im  consent. 

The  baron  next  proceeded,  to  brand  an 
exclusive  appropriation  of  literary  works, 
with  the  epithets  of"  a  monopoly/' against 
every  kind  of  which  the  statute  of  James 
1  had  sufficiently  provided.  Yet  the 
baron  contended,  that  even  monopolies,  in 
some  cases,  were  allowable,  but  then  the- 
•tate  had  taken  care  to  idlow  them  only 
for  a  convenient  time- 
Previous  to  the  invention  of  printing, 
the  idea  of  a  common  law  right,  the  baron 
said,  had  not  been  suggested ;  and  subse- 
quent  to  the  invention  of  this  useful  art,  so 
little  notion  had  authors  of  a  ri^ht  at  com- 
mon law  to  exclusive  appropriation,  ihat 
before  the  institution  of  the  Stationers 
Company  they  had  recourse  to  the  legis- 
lature for  a  licence,  grant,  patent,  or  pri* 
vilege;  that  after  the  institution  of  the 
Stationers  Company  the  only  mode  thought 
of  to  secure  the  appropriation  of  a  literary 
composition  was,  by  an  entry  in  the  records 
of  that  Company,  and  the  person  in  whose 
name  the  book  was  entered,  let  him  come 
by  it  bow  he  would,  was  deemed  the  pro- 
prietor, the  author  never  being  so  much, 
as  mentfoned  on  these  .occasions. 

The  haron  then  reviewed  the  cases 
which,  by  the  respondents'  counsel,  had 
been  adduced  to  prove  the  sentiments  of 
the  court  of  Chancery  in  favour  of  a  com- 
mon law  right*  But  me  baron  contended, 
that  although  the  court  of  Chancery  had 
frequently  granted  injunctions,  it  cautious- 
Ij  avoided  giving  any  final  adjudication 
upon  the  matter.  An  antecedent  common 
law  right  was  never  hinted  at;  nor  were 
the  injunctions  granted  in  the  cases  cited, 
at  all  in  point ;  they  had  been  granted  on 
the  appearance  of  something  fraudulent 
upon  the  face  of  the  transaction;  as  in  the 
case  of  Pope  and  Curl. 

Nor  did  injunctions  prove  the  Chan- 
cellor's opinion  upon  a  matter  of  common 
law  right, in  confirmation  of  which  (added 
the  baron)  I  will  venture  an  anecdote. 
There  is  a  paper  now  existing,  containing 
tome  notes  lord  Hardwicke  had  taken 
down,  which  set  forth  the  sole  and  ex- 
clusive right  of  an  author  at  common  law, 
to  multiply  copies  for  sale.  In  the  margin 
of  which  paper,  and  opposite  to  this  very 
passage,  there  is  in  lord  Hardwicke's  own 
nand  writing  a  very  large  Q,  which  proves 
that  his  lordship  entertained  doubts  re- 
specting the  legality  of  the  position. 


The  baron  considered  a  book  precisdjf 
upon  the  same  footing  with  any  other  me^ 
chanjcal  invention.  In  the  case  of  me« 
chanic  inventions,  ideas  were  in  a  manner 
embodied,  so  as  to  render  them  tangible 
and  visible;,  a  book  was  no  more  than  a 
transcript  of  ideas;  and,  whether  ideas 
were  rendered  cogm'zable  to  any  of  the 
senses,  by  the  means  of  tliis  or  that  art,  of 
this  or  that  contrivance,  was  altogether 
immaterial :  yet  every  mechanical  mven- 
tion  was  common  whilst  a  hook  was  con* 
tended  to  be  the  object  of  exclusive  pro* 
perty  1  So  that  Mr.  Harrison,  after  con- 
structing a  time-piece,  at  the  expence  of 
fort^  years  labour,  had  no  method  of  se* 
curmg  an  exclusive  property  in  that  inven- 
tion,Unless  by  a  grant  from  the  state ;  yet 
if  he  was  in  a  few  hours  to  write  a  pam« 
phlet,  describing  the  properties,  the  utility^ 
and  construction  of  his  time-piece,  in  such 
pamphlet  he  would  have  a  right  secured 
by  common  law ;  though  the  pamphlet 
contained  exactly  tl^e  same  ideas  on  paper, 
that  the  time-piece  did  in  clock  work  ma- 
chinery. X  The  clothing  is  dissimilar;  the 
essences,  clothed,  were  identicaUy  the 
same. 

The  baron  urged  the  exactitude  of  the 
resemblance  between  a  book  and  any 
other  mechanical  intrention,  from  varioue 
instances  of  agreement.  On  the  whole» 
the  baron  contended,  that  a  mechanic  in- 
vention and  a  literary  composition  exactly 
agreed  in  point  of  similarity ;  the  one 
therefore  was  no  more  entitled  to  be  the 
object  of  common  law  property  than  the 
other;  and  as  the  common  law  was  en- 
tirely silent  with  respect  to  what  is  called 
literary  property,  as  ancient  usage  was 
against  the  supposition  of  such  a  property, 
and  as  no  exclusive  right  of  appropriating 
those  other  operations  of  the  mmd,  which 
pass  under  the  denomination  of  mechani- 
cal inventions,  was  vested  in  the  inventor 
by  common  law,  the  baron,  for  these  rea- 
sons; declared  himself  against  the  princi- 
ple of  admittin|f  the  author  of  a  book,  any 
more  than  the  mventor  of  a  piece  of  me- 
chanism, to  have  a  right  at  common  law 
to  the  exclusive  appropriation  and  sale  of 
the  same. 

This  was  an  answer  to  the  first  and  se- 
cond questions.  It  was  also  an  answer  to 
the  first  question  proposed  by  lord  Cam- 
den ;  for  if  an  author  had  no  right  at  all 
by  common  law,  he  could  have  none  in 
perpetuity. 

But  admitting  him  to  have  had  such 
conmion  law  right;  in  reply  to  the  third 
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Md  &ftb  quoftion,  vhicfa  askt,  ^  how  far 
tba  statute  of  ibe  8th  of  qooen  Anno  af* 
feds  the  case«  or  Cakes  awav  a  conmoa 
law  right  existing  aotecedentiy  in  an  au- 
thor or  his  assignees?'*  Baron  Ejre  oor- 
tended,  that  overy  principle  of  a  common 
law  right  was  ebctuaUy  done  away  by 
this  statute*  This  ho  essayed  to  prove 
from  the  tide,  preamble,  and  cerfoin 
clauses  of  the  Act,  from  the  adoption  of 
the  word  **  vest/'  and  the  mode  of  ex- 
pfession  used,  of  **  giving  an  author  an 


exclusive  property  for  14  years,  and  no 
Bion 


longer/'    He  therefore  gave  it  as  his  opi- 


l.  *<  That,  at  common  law,  an  author  of 
any  book  or  literarv  composition  had  not 
the  sole  right  of  nrst  printine  and  pub- 
lishing the  same  for  sale,  and  could  not 
|>ring  an  action  against  any  person  who 
printed,  published,  and  sold  the  same, 
without  his  consent : 

.  2.  «'  That  if  the  author  had  such  sole 
right  of  first  printinff,  the  law  did  take 
away  his  right  upon  his  printing  and  pub- 
Hdiing  such  booK  or  literary  composition ; 
and  that  any  person  might  afterward  re- 
print and  sell,  for  his  own  benefit,  such 
book  or  literary  composition,  against  the 
will  of  the  author : 

I  S.  *'  That  such  right  is  taken  away  by 
the  statute  of  8th  Anne,  and  thai  an  au- 
thor, by  the  said  statute,  is  precluded  from 
every  remedy  except  on  the  foundation  of 
the  said  'statute :  but  that  there  may  be  a 
vemedy  in  equity  upon  the  foundation  of 
the  statute,  mdependant  of  the  terms  and 
conditions  prescribed  hy  the  statute  in  re- 
apect  of  penalties  enacted  thereby : 
.  4.  '<  That  the  author  of  any  literaiy 
composition,  and  his  assigns,  had  not  the 
aole  right  of  printing  and  publishing  the 
same  in  perpetuity,  by  the  common  law : 

5.  **  That  the  right  is  impeached,  re- 
strained, and  taken  away,  by  the  statute 
Sth  Anne." 

Mr.  Justice  Nans  spoke  next,  and 
began  by  observing  that  the  historical  na- 
ture of  the  case  had  been  so  learnedly  and 
fiiUy  agiuted  in  the  hearing  of  the  House 
that  he  should  wave  entering^  into  it,  but 
ahould  rather  rest  his  opinion  on  general 
conclusions,  deduced  from  principles  which 
arose  from  fair  argument.  He  stated  to 
the  House  why  he  thought  a  common  law 
right  in  literary  property  did  exist,  and 
why  the  statute  of  queen  Anne  did  not 
take  it  away.  He  observed  that  he  was 
of  Mr.  Dunning*s  sentiments,  that  as  it 
was  admitted  oa  all  hands  that  an  author 


had  a  beneficial  interest  in  his  oim 
script  before  poblicatioo,  it  was  a  omt 
extraordinary  circumstance  that  he  diookl 
lose  that  beneficial  interest  the  very  fint 
moment  he  attempted  to  exerdss  it  Mr. 
Justice  Nares  put  several  cases  to  lappott 
his  argument,  and  the  statute,  he  said,  did 
not  tMce  away  the  common  law  remedy, 
although  it  gave  an  additional  one,  n  u 
the  .case  of  an  action  for  maliciouslv  luing 
out  a  commission  of  bankruptcy,  aithougo 
the  statute*  of  bankruntcy  have  provided 
an  additional  penaltvtbr  that  offence  by 
the  bond  given  to  the  chancellor;  after 
having  ^oke  near  an  hour,  he  coododed 
witli  giving  his  opinion : 

1.  **  That,  at  common  law,  an  autbor 
of  any  book  or  literary  composition  had 
the  sole  right  of  first  printing  and  pab^ 
lishing  the  same  for  salct  and  might  briog 
an  action  against  any  person  who  printed, 
published,  and  sold  the  same,  witAoatltii 
consent ; 

2.  «<  That  the  law  did  not  take  tvij 
his  right  upon  hid  printing  and  |NibiisbiD£ 
such  book  or  literary  compositioa;  tod 
that  no  person  might  afterward  renriot 
and  sell,  for  his  own  benefit,  such  book  or 
literary  composition,  against  the  wiO  (if 
the  author: 

8.  **  Thatauch  actjon  at  common  kv 
is  taken  away  by  the  statute  8tb  Anoe; 
and  that  an  author,  by  the  said  statute,  if 
precluded  firom  every  remedy  exceptor 
the  foundation  of  the  said  statute,  and  on 
the  terms  and  conditions  prescribed 
thereby : 

4.  «<  That  the  author  of  any  literary 
composition,  and  his  assigns,  had  the  sole 
right  of  printing  and  publishing  the  taoe 
in  perpetuity,  by  the  common  law : 

5.  **  That  this  right  is  impeached,  r^ 
strained,  and  taken  away,  by  the  statate 
Sth  Anne.'' 

Judg^e  Ashunt  then  rose,  and  accorded 
in  opinion  with  Mr.  Justice  Nares,  after 
tracing  the  nature  of  literary  propertjf 
and  producing  many  cogent  ressoos  to 
prove  that  such  a  claim  was  warranted  bf 
the  principles  of  national  Justice  and  wW 
reason.  Making  an  author's  intelleccual 
ideaa  common,  was,  he  observed,  givj"? 
the  purchaser  an  opportunity  of  ^^ 
thqse  ideas,  and  profiting  by  theni,  while 
they  instructed  aiul  entertained  him ;  ^ot 
he  could  not  conceive  thai  the  ^^^^\?^ 
the  price  of  5s^  sold  the  purchaser  a  ngbi 
to  multiply  copies,  and  so  get  500t  i^ 
terary  property  was  to  be  defined  and  a^ 
scribed  as  well  as  other  mattexs,  aad  nai- 
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ters  which  were  tangible.     Every  tfaiog 
was  property  that  was  capable  of  being 
known  or  defined,  capable  of  a  separate 
enjoyment,  and  of  value   to  the  owner. 
Literary  property  fell  within  the  terms  of 
this  definition.     According  to  the  appel- 
lants, if  a  man  lends  hisnnanuscript  to  hit 
friend,  and  his  friend  prints  it,  or  if  he 
loses  it,  and  the  finder  prints  it,  yet  an 
action  would  lie  fas  Mr.  Justice  Yeates 
had  admitted),  wnich  shewed  that  there 
was  a  property  beyond  the  materials,  the 
paper  and  pnnt.    That  a  man,  by  pub- 
lishing his  book,  gave  the  public  nothing 
more  than  the  use  of  it.     A  man  may  give 
the  public  a  highway  through  his  field, 
and  if  there  was  a  mine  under  thai  high- 
way, it  was  nevertheless  his  property.     It 
had   been  said,   that  when  the  bird  was 
once  out  of  the  hand,  it  was  become  com- 
mon, aofi  the  property  of  whoever  caught 
it ;  Uiis  was  not  wholly  true,  for  there  was 
a  case  upon  the  law  books,  where  a  hawk 
with  bells  about  its  neck  had  flown  away ; 
a  .person  detained  it,  and  an  action  was 
brought  at  common  law  against  the  per- 
son who  did  detain  it;   a  book  with  an 
author's  name  to  it  was  the  hawk,  with  the 
bells  about  its  neck,  a'ud  an  action  might 
be  brought  against  whoever  pirated   it. 
Since  the  statute  of  Monopolies,  no  ques- 
tions could  exist  about  mechanical  inven* 
tions.    Manufactures  were  at  a  very  low 
ebb  till  queen  Elizabeth's  time.    In  the 
reign  of  James  the  first,  the  statute  of 
Monopolies  was  passed;  since  that. Act 
no  inventor  could  maintain  an  action  with- 
out a  patent.    It  is  the  policy  of  king- 
doms, and  preservation  of  trade  to  exclude 
them.     The  appellants  were  contending 
for  the  right  of  printing ;  but  the  right  of 
exercising  a  tracle  with  another  man's  ma- 
terials, could  not  be  allowed  either  by  rea- 
son or  natural  justice.    A  miller  might 
frind  corn,    a    carpenter  might  baild  a 
ouse ;  but  the  first  was  not  warranted  in 
grinding  any  com  but  his  own,  nor  the 
carpenter  in  building  a  house  with  ano- 
ther man's  wood.    The  cases  of  Eyre  and 
'Walker,  and  Tonson  and  Walker,  happen- 
ed since  the  statute.    With  regard  to  the 
ouestion,  its  being  capable  of  perpetuity, 
rew  subjects  were  so.    Even  land,  the 
most  tangible  species  of  property,  might 
be  washed  away  by  the  sea,  and  therefore 
might  be  rendered  incapable  of  being  per- 
petually enjoyed.    He  thought,  however, 
that  the  respondents  were  entitled  to  as  full 
an  enjoyment,  as  the  nature  of  the  case  could 
alJow.^He  declared  it  as  his  Opinion : 
[VOL.  XVII.] 


L  '<  That,  at  common  law,  an  author 
of  any  book  or  literary  composition  had 
the  sole  right  of  first  printing  and  publish- 
ing  the  same  for  sale,  and  might  bring  an  ^ 
action  aeainifr  any  person  who  printed, 
published,  and  sold  the  same,  without  his 
consent : 

2.  "  That  the  law  did  not  take  away  his 
right  upon  his  printing  and  publishinff 
such  book  or  literary  composition;  and 
that  no  person  might  afterward  reprint  and 
sell,  for  his  own  benefit,  such  book  or  lite- 
rary composition^  against  the  will  of  the 
author :     . 

3.  *^  That  such  action  at  common  law  is 
not  taken  awuy  by  the  statute  8th  Anne; 
and  that  an  author,  by  the  said  statute,  is 
not  precluded  from  every  remedy  except 
on  the  foundation  of  the  said  statute,  and 
on  the  terms  and  conditions  prescribed 
thereby : 

4.  ^*  That  the  author  of  any  literary 
composition,  and  his  assigns,  had  the  sole 
right  of  printing  and  publishing  the  same 
in  perpetuity,  by  the  common  law : 

5.  ^'  That  this  right  is  not  any  way  ira* 
peached,  restrained,  or  taken  away,  by  the 
statute  8th  Anne :" 

Then  Mr.  Justice  Ashurst  delivered  the 
Opinion  of  Mr.  Justice  Blacksione  (who 
was  absent,  being  confined  to  his  room 
with  the  ffout)  upon  the  said  questions ; 

1.  "  That,  at  common  law,  an  author 
of  any  book  or  literary  composition  had 
the  sole  right  of  first  printing  and  publish* 
ing  the  same  for  sale,  and  might  bring  an 
action  against  any  person  who  printed, 
published,  and  sold  the  same,  without  hi* 
consent : 

2.  <<  That  the  law  did  not  take  away 
his  right  upon  his  printing  and  publishing 
such  book  or  literary  composition;  and 
that  no  person  might  afterward  reprint 
and  sell,  tor  his  own  benefit,  such  book  or 
literary  cooiposition  against  the  will  of  the 
author : 

3.  <<  That  such  action  at  common  law 
is  not  taken  away  by  the  statute  of  8th 
Anne;  and  that  an  author,  by  the  said 
statute,  is  not  precluded  from  every  re- 
medy except  on  the  foundation  or  the 
said  statute,  and  on  the  terms  and  condi- 
tions prescribed  thereby : 

4.  **  lliat  the  author  of  any  literary 
composition^  and  his  assigns,  had  the  sole 
right  of  printing  and  publishing  the  same 
in  perpetuity,  by  the  common  law : 

5.  **  That  this  right  is  not  any  way  im- 
peached, restrained,  or  taken  away^  by 
the  statute  ttth  Anne.'' 
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Feb.  17«  The  order  of  the  day  hmng 
read,  for  the  rest  of  the  Judges  to  deliver 
their  Opinions  upon  ihe  several  Questions 
put  to  them, 

Mr.  Justice  WiUes  spoke  first,  and 
after  having  shewn  of  What  species  of  .pro* 
perty  the  author's  copy  right  stood :  that  it 
was  like  an  estate,  that  it  was  assignable,  and 
that  every  man  conceived  what  it  meant; 
he  declared  it  as  his  opinion,  that  an  au- 
thor had  an  indisputable  power  and  do* 
minion  over  his  manuscript;  that  that 
power  was  not  alienated  when  the  manu- 
script was  printed  and  published ;  that  the 
autnor  had  an  exclusive  right  of  multiply- 
ing copies  according  to  the  common  law, 
which  was  founded  on  reason  and  truth. 
This  claim  of  right  began  with  printing, 
and  for  the  especial  reason,  because  copies 
could  not  be  easily  multiplied  but  by  the 
press ;  and,  therefore,  that  from  which  no 
profit  could  be  got,  was  hardly  a  property. 
In  the  course  of  the  argumente  this  claim 
bad  been  called  by  the  odious  name  of  a 
monopoly.  This  was  a  popular  argument ; 
but  argumenia  adpoptUum  were  not  always 
well  founded ;  ana  upon  proper  investiga- 
tion, this  appeared  to  be  more  specious 
ftban  real.  After  a  variety  of  learned  ob- 
servations and  several  instances  cited  to 
prove  that  copy-right  did  exist  indepen- 
dent of  patents,  privileges.  Star  Chamber 
'decrees,  or  the  statute  of  queen  Anne; 
particularly  the  case  of  Tillotson's  Sermons, 
for  the  copv*right  of  which  the  archbi- 
shop's family  received  2,500/.  after  the 
.expiration  of  the  licensing  act  and  pre- 
vious to  the  act  of  queen  Anne,  judge 
Willes  gave  his  opinion  upon  the  1st,  2nd, 
and  4th  questions,  that  at  common  law  an 
author  had  the  sole  right  of  first  printins 
and  publishing  the  same  for  sale,  and 
might  bring  an  action  against  any  person 
who  printed,  published,  and  sold  the  same 
without  his  consent ;  and  likewise  that 
after  publication,  an  author,  or  his  assigns, 
had  an  exclitsive  right  in  perpetuity  of 
'multiplying  copies.  He  then  proceeded 
upon  the  statute  of  queen  Anne,  which 
-he  declared  did  not  take  away  that  right. 
It  was,  he  observed,  an  Act  very  inaccu- 
rately penned,  but  nevertheless  it  con- 
veyed to  his  mind  no  idea  6f  the  legisla- 
ture entertaining  an  opinion  that,  at  the 
•time  of  passing  it,  there  was  no  common 
law  right ;  the  word  *  vesting*  appearing 
in  the'>title  had  given  rise  to  such  an  idea, 
'but  the  preamble,  contradicted  it  in- the 
'Aillest  manner  ;  the  words  of  it  were, 
*'  Whereas  certain  prioten  and    book- 


tellers  have  taken  the  'liberty  of  priDtmg 
and  reprinting,  &c.  Ac. ;"  the  phraseology 
of  this  sedtenoe  plainly  proved  thai  i 
known  right  previous  to  that  statute 
existed ;  the  legislatture  would  not  have 
termed  the  exercise  of  what  was  commoB 
to  all,  <  taking  a  liberty,'  had  they  not 
understood  that  a  right  in  perpetuity 
existed  at  common  law,  the  words  of  the 
preamble  td  the  Bill  would  probably  baie 
been,  *<  Whereas  certain  prtoters  and 
booksellers  claim  a  right  of  printing,  &c.^ 
And  the  mention  of  die  word  *  reprinting/ 
shewed  that  the  idea  prevailed  that  an  au- 
thor's property  went  farther  than  the  first 
publication.  The  universality  of  the  savioft 
clause,  judge  Willes  observed,  convinced 
him  that  the  right  at  common  law,  whicb 
he  had  supposed  to  have  existed  ante- 
cedent to  that  Act,  was  left  untouched  by 
it.  That  it  was  not  a  particular  salvo  for 
the  universities,  and  the  holders  of  copy- 
right by  patent,  but  that  it  was  general, 
mentioning  the  words  **  ail  persons." 
Having,  by  a  multitude  of  argunaeou, 
maintained  the  doctrine  of  a  per|)etiiity, 
he  answered  the  3rd  and  5th  questions  bj 
giving  it  as  his  opinion,  tiiat  aq  action  at 
common  law  was  not  any  way  impeached, 
restrained,  or  taken  away  by  the  statate 
of  queen  Anne ;  nor  was  the  author  pre- 
cluded by  such  statute  fram  any  remedy. 
except  on  the  foundation  of  the  said  sta- 
tute, and  the  terms  and  conditions  pre- 
scribed thereby. 

Mr.  Justice  Aston  next  gave  Iris  an- 
swer, beginning  with  reading  a  leaned 
judge's  sentiments  hi  favour  of  literary  pro- 
perty, as  reported  by  sir  James  Buirow: 
he  agreed  with  the  three  judges  who  bid 
spoken  before  him,  that  it  was  a  pro|)ertT, 
and  that  it  belonged  to  an  author  inde- 
pendent of  any  statuary  security.  It  *v 
not  necessary,  he  observed,  for  any  nia& 
to  advert  eiUier  to  the  Grrecians  or  Ro- 
mans to  discover  the  principles  of  the  com- 
mon law  of  Enghind.  Every  country  had 
smnei  certain  general  redes  which  governed 
its  law :  that  our  common  law  had  iti 
foundation  in  private  justice,  moral  fitnws, 
and  pdblic  convenience ;  the  natural  "g** 
of  every  subject  were  proteeted  by  it,  aw 
there  did. not  exist  an  argument  which 
would,  amoimt  to  conviction  that  an  sa- 
thor  had  not  a  natural  right  to  thejprfr 
duce  of  his>  mental  labours.  If  this  n^^ 
originaHy  existed,  what  but  an  act  of  to 
own  could  take  it  away?  By  paWic**'" 
he  only  exercised  hia  power  over  it  in  <* 
sense ;  when  oae  boot  was  sold,  it  nerer 
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cauki  be  tRougbt  thai  the  purchaser  had 
poeseaaed  hhnself  of  that  property  vhich 
the  autbot  hdd  before  be  pabiished  bis 
^irork«.     A  real  abandonment  on  tbe  part 
of  the  first  owner  must  have  takeD  place, 
before  hia  original  right  became  coaamon* 
In  all  abandonments^  Judge  Yeatea  bad 
defined,  that  two  chrcanstancea  were  ne- 
cessary ;  an  actual  relinquishiBg  the  poa- 
sejsaiony  and  an  intention  to  re&aquish  it ; 
in   tbe  present   case   neither    could    be 
proved.    Many  manuscripts  had  not  been 
committed  to  the  press  till  years  after  tfaey 
w«re  written :  the  possession  of  them  for 
a  century  did  not  invalidate  the  claim  of 
the  author  or  his  assigns.    With  regard 
to  mechanical  instruments,  because  tbe 
Act  against  monopolies  had  rendered  it  ne* 
cessary  for  the  inventors  of  them  to  seek 
security  under  a  patent,  it  could  be  no 
argument  why  in  literary  property  there 
should  be  no  conamon  law  right.    He 
thought  it  would  be  more  libera!  to  con- 
clude, that  previous  to  the  monopoly  sta- 
tute, there  existed  a  common  law  right, 
equally  to  an  inventor  of  a  machine  and 
an  author  of  a  book.    After  a  variety  of 
arguments  drawn  from  the  nature  of  the 
property,  and  the  construction  which  could 
rationally  be  put  upon  the  Act  of  publi- 
cation, judge  Aston  gave  his  opinion  In 
&vour  of  the  first,  second  and  fourth  ques- 
tions.   With  regard  to  the  statute  of  queen 
Anne,  he  observed  that  it  was  no  more 
than  a  temporary  security,  given  by  the 
legislature  to  the  author,  enabling  him  to 
recover  penalties,  and  bring  a  matter  of 
complaint  against  any  persoh  who  printed 
upon  him  to  a  more  certain  issue  than  by 
an  action  at  common  law.     After  citing 
the  injunctions  granted  by  the  court  of 
Chancery,  and  arguing  upon  the  multitude 
d  circumstances  deduciUe  in  favour  of 
literary  property  firom  the  natural  rights 
of  the  subject,  the  immediate  nature  oftbe 
property,  the  idea  uniformly  entertained 
of  its  existence  from  tbe  aera  of  the  com- 
mencement of  printing  to  the  present  day, 
as  well  as  his  construction  of  the  statute 
of  queen  Anne,  he  gave  his  answer  to  the 
third  and  fifth  questions,  declaring  it  his 
opinion  that  an  action  at  common  law  was 
not  any  ways  impeached,  restrained,  or 
taken  away  by  the  8th  of  queen  Anne* 

Mr.  Baron  Perrott  spoke  next,  and  be- 
gan, bj  observing,  that  the  argument  for 
me  existence  of  a  common  kw  rights  and 
the  definition  of  literary  property,  as  chat* 
tel  property,  was  in  his  idea  exceedingly 
10  JraMtd  And  absurd.    If  literaiy  pro- 


perty waa  a  chattdl,  tben  upoa  the  death 
oftbe  possessor  of  a  manuscript,  an^  sim- 
pie  contract  creditor  might  oblige  nis  fa* 
mily  or  assigns  to  give  it  up  and  sufier  him 
to  print  it.  Aa  author  certainly  had  a 
r^t  to  his  manuscript ;  he  might  line  his 
trunk  with  it,  or  he  might  print  iL  After 
publicatioBf  any  man  might  do  the  same, 
their  lordship  nught  turn  printers  if  they 
chose  and  print  it.  From  toe  patents,  the 
privileges,  the  Star-chamber  decrees,  and 
tbe  licensing  acts,  it  was  evident  that  in 
those  da}^  no  idea  was  entertained  of  aa 
author's  having  any  claim  to  the  exclusive 
right  of  printing  what  he  had  once  publish- 
ed :  if  a  manuscript  was  surreptitiously  oh-' 
tained,  an  action  at  common  law  would 
certainly  lie  for  the  corporeal  part  of  it, 
tbe  paper.  So  if  a  friend  to  whom  it  was 
lent,  or  a  person  who  found  it,  multiplied 
copies,  having  surrendered  the  original 
manuscript,  he  had  surrendered  all  that 
the  author  had  any  common  law  right 
to  claim.    He  spoke  of  the  right  under 

Sitents  and  privileges  as  a  right  petitioned 
r  by  printers  wi^out  any  thought  of  an 
author's  entertaining  an  idea  that  he  had 
any  claim.  As  to  the  Stationers  Company, 
surely  we  were  not  to  look  for  the  com- 
mon law  among  them.  All  their  rules  and 
orders  were  for  the  security  of  such  pecu- 
liar works  as  their  own  members  had  been 
wont  to  print.  An  inventor  of  a  machine 
or  mechanical  instrument,  like  an  author, 
gave  bis  ideas  to  the  public.  Previous  to 
publication,  he  possessed  the  jus  utendiy 
Jhtendit  et  duponendi^  in  as  fuU  an  extent 
as  the  writer  of  a  book ;  and  yet  it  never 
was  heard  that  an  inventor,  when  he  sold 
one  of  his  machines,  or  instruments,  thought 
the  purchaser,  if  he  chose  it,  had  not  a  right 
to  make  another  after  its  model.  The  ri^ht 
of  exclusively  making  any  mechanical  m- 
vention  was  taken  away  firom  the  author 
or  inventor  by  the  Act  against  monopolies 
oftbe  21st  of  James  the  1st.  Which  Act 
saved  prerogative  copy  rights,  and  which 
would  nave  mentioned  what  was  now  term- 
ed literary  property,  bad  an  idea  existed 
that  there  was  a  common  law  right  for  aa 
author  or  bis  assigns  exclusively  to  multi- 
ply copies.  The  argument  that  when  a 
book  was  published  and  sold«  there  was  an 
implied  contract  between  the  .author  and 
purchaser,  could  not  be  maintained.  The 
purchaser  bought  the  paper  and  print,  the 
corporeal  part  of  his  purchase ;  and  he 
bought  a  right  to  use  the  ideas,  the  incor- 
poreal part  of  it.  The  doctrine  cf  im- 
plied contracts  would  not  hoMi  as  it  was 
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improbable.  The  author  sustamed  a  loss, 
but  no  injury,  from  another's  printing  his 
copy.  Damnum  sine  injuria  was  an  esta- 
blished maxim  of  law.  As  another,  by 
jnoltiplying  copies  reaped  profit,  the  ori- 
ginal author  sustained  a  loss,  but  he  sus- 
tained no  injury.  To  be  injured,  a  man 
must  lose  his  right;  that  right  must  be 
founded  in  law :  and  where  the  law  gives 
no  remedy,  an  autltor  can  claim  no  right ; 
the  matter  is  common  to  ^1.  It  had  been 
said  that  a  declaration  had  been  filed  on 
«n  action  at  common  law,  for  the  invasion 
of  copy  right ;  but  it  had  not  been  found, 
although  every  law  book  had  been  ran- 
sacked for  the  purpose,  that  a  trial  was 
ever  had  at  common  law.  An  incontro- 
vertible proof  that  there  was  not  a  lawyer 
in  Westminster-hall  who  supposed  that 
there  existed  any  right  at  common  law. 
The  present  claim  was  neither  more  nor 
less  than  a  claim  for  a  monopoly,  and  all 
monopolies  were  odious  to  the  common 
law. 

The  baron  contended  that  the  argu- 
ments of  the  counsel,  and  the  opinions  of 
those  on  the  other  side  of  the  q^uestion, 
were  more  ingenious  than  convincmg.  He 
therefore  answered  the  first,  second,  and 
fourth  questions  in  the  negative,  being 
fixed  in  opinion  that  there  never  existed  a 
common-law  right,  and  that  an  author  had 
no  claim  to  his  manuscript  after  publica- 
tion. Respecting  the  statute  of  queen 
Anne,  he  was  perfectly  convinced  tnat  it 
was  the  only  security  that  authors  or  book- 
sellers had.  That  it  gave  a  right  for  14 
years  to  the  holders  of  copies,  and  afler 
that  period  the  right  reverted  to  the  au- 
thors for  1 4  years  longer.  The  baron  said 
he  could  not  speak  to  the  Act,  without 
having  it  in  his  hand ;  he  first  read  the  title, 
and  declared  that  all  the  metaphysical  sub- 
tlety oF  definition  which  the  ablest  logician 
could  muster,  could  not  give  any  other 
aense  to  the  words  "  for  the  encourage- 
ment of  learning,  and  for  vesting  a  right 
in  authors,"  than  a  creation  of  a  property, 
not  a  further  security  for  one.  He  then 
read  the  preamble,  and  went  through  the 
Act  sentence  by  sentence,  particularly  in- 
vestigating the  meaning  of  each  clause, 
and  a  rawing, from  its  meaning  strong  ar- 

{^uments  in  favour  of  the  opinion  he  was 
aying  down.  The  words  «« and  no  longer,'* 
he  declared  were  clear  and  conclusive ;  out 
of  the  power ^"of  argument  to  surmount. 
With  regard  to  the  injunctions  cited  on 
the  occasion,  the  court  of  Chancery  must 
have  uni&nnly  mistaken  the  law»  if  they 


had  not  granted  them  under  the  idea  oC 
the  statute.  The  Act  itself  gave  no  more 
remedy  with  its  penalties,  than  it  did  with- 
out them.  An  author  in  the  first  wsi  al- 
lowed to  damask  all  the  books  pirated  apoo 
him;  by^  damasking. he  understood,  tuni 
to  waste  paper  and  line  trunks,  which  lis- 
ings  were  figured  like  damask.  What  re- 
medy was  this?  none  in  the  wor)i 
Then  again,  a  penny  per  book  was  to  be 
recovered,  half  of  whidi  went  to  the  in- 
former and  half  to  the  king ;  here  there* 
fore  the  author  got  nothing.  The  statute 
afforded  him  grounds  for  a  remedy  m 
equity.  The  court  of  Chancery,  by  an  in- 
junction  and  a  decree,  not  only  stopped 
the  sale  of  the  pirated  copies,  but  alio 
obliged  the  pirate  to  account  for  what  he 
had  sold.  This  was  a  satisfactioo ;  this 
was  an  actual  and  an  efiectual  remedy. 
To  suppose  tliat  the  saving  clause  main- 
tained a  perpetuity  of  property,  was  to 
suppose  that  the  Act  granted  an  author  14 
years  and  no  longer,  except  for  e?er, 
which  was  so  barefaced,  so  egregious  aa 
absurdity,  that  no  man  of  sense  could  be 
the  dupe  of  it.  That  the  court  of  Chan- 
cery had  never  dreamt  of  a  common-lav 
right,  he  proved  by  citing  a  case  between 
the  Stamp  Ofiice  and  a  new8*paper  print- 
er ;  a  fellow,  a  printer,  got  into  the  Fleet, 
and  there  printed  news-papers  without 
stamps.  The  Stamp  Ofiice  prayed  an  in- 
junction, the  court  refused  k,  and  told 
them,  the  statute  having  enacted,  that  a 
penalty  was  to  be  paid  on  conviction,  that 
they  must  prosecute  to  conviction  under 
the  statute,  and  they  had  a  right  to  the 
penalty,  but  they  could  not  upon  the  prin- 
ciples of  common  law  prevent  the  printer 
from  continuing  his  trade.  lliis  proved 
that  statute  laws  were  unnecessary  wbere 
remedies  could  be  had  at  common  Ix^' 
After  the  baron  had  animadverted  on  the 
printers  who  daim  the  right  of  perpetuity, 
and  instanced  many  cases,  all  tending  to 
corroborate  his  opinion,  lie  concluded  his 
speech  by  affirming  that  there  was  no 
rh^ht  at  common  law  previous  to  the  8tk 
of  queen  Anne,  and  that  if  there  wa^ 
that  statute  entirely  and  effectually  took 
it  away. 

Mr.  Justice  Gould  agreed,  that  an  ao- 
thor  had  a  right  at  common  law  to  hs 
manuscript  previous  to  publication,  sod 
he  thought  that  right  should  continue  to 
him  under  certain  restrictions  after  pobb- 
catioii ;  as  public  convenience  was  ooed 
the  elements  of  the  common  law,  that 
should  be  consulted  by  an  author  » 
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printer  after  publication;  he  was  glad 
hcrefore  to  hear  it  stated,  that  the  re- 
pondents  always  kept  a  certain  number 
>f  the  book  upon  which  the  present  appeal 
ras  groundea,  ready  for  those  who  chose 
o  purchase ;  he  observed;  that  if  this  was 
lot  the  case,  it  might  be  urged  that  the 
Jaim  was  a  monopoly  detrimental  to  the 
lublic,  and  he  thought  that  if  a  book  was 
:ept  out  of  print  for  an  unreasonable  time, 
t  was  a  kind  of  abandonment  of  property 
n  the  original  possessor,  and  the  subject 
>f  it  ought,  for  the  public  convenience,  to 
»ecoine  common.  Under  this  idea  he  an- 
wered  the  first,  second,  and  fourth  ques- 
ions.  With  regard  .  to  the  «statute  of 
|ueen  Anne,  he  conceived  that  the  Act 
entirely  took  away  any  previous  right  that 
tn  author  might  have,  and  that  an  author 
vas  precluded  by  such  statute  from  any 
•emedy,  except  on  the  foundation  of  the 
Ame  statute,  and  the  terms  and  conditions 
>rescribed  thereby.  This  answer  he  gave 
o  the  third  and  fmh  questions. 

Mr.  Baron  Adams  entered  very  learn- 
^ly  into  the  nature  of  patents^  privi- 
eges,  and  grants  of  the  crown;  traced 
;hem  respecting  books  to  a  very  early  pe- 
riod, and  cited  a  variety  of  instances,  all 
tending  to  prove,  that  till  of  late  yesars  no 
dea  was  entertained  tliat  a  common-law 
-ight  existed  respecting  what  was  now 
ermed  literary  property.  That  authors 
lever  dreamt  of  any  chum  in  their  favour, 
ifler  they  had  parted  with  their  manu* 
Mrript;  that  printers,  conscious  of  their 
lavmg  no  other  security,  had  recourse  to 
3atents  and  privileges.  That  there  were 
nany  books  which  were  called  preroga- 
:ive  copies,  but  that  they  were  not  so 
»lled  irom  the  crown  having  paid  for 
hero.  Acts  of  parliaments  were  prer<^- 
;ive  copies,  but  they  could  not  be  said  to 
>e  the  property  of  the  crown.  It  was  an 
ispedal  part  of  the  prerogative  to  protect 
he  religion  and  laws  of  the  kingdom, 
Jierefore  the  king  had  the  right  of 
ippOinting  bb  own  printer  in  both  in- 
itances.  He  was  clearly  of  opinion  that, 
previous  to  the  statute  of  queen  Anne, 
luthors  and  printers  had  no  security  but 
>y  patents.  He  therefore  answered  the 
int,  second,  and  fourth  questions  in  the 
oegative.  It  had  been  said  that  the  sta- 
tute of  queen  Anne  was  very  inaccurately 
penned,  the  observation  he  dechired  would 
i^rtainly  hold,  if  it  was  construed  as  not 
to  affect  the  original  common-law  ri^ht  of 
m  author,  but  if  on  the  other  hand  it  was 
ttipposed  to  give  a  legal  security  for  a  li- 
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mited  thne  only,  it  was  worded  with  a 
proper  degree  of  precision  and  accuracy. 
The  Act  most  evidently  created  a  property 
which  did  not  exist  before;  the  wbrdls 
"  fourteen  years  and  no  longer,**  limited 
the  security  it  gave,  and  the  saving  clause 
could  not  refer  to  any  common-law  right, 
because  he  was  convinced  that  there  ex« 
isted  no  common  law  right.  It  was  merely 
a  salvo  to  the  Universities  and  all  who  held 
under  letters  patent,  which  alone  could  in 
books  or  copies  give  a  perpetuity.  The 
baron  answered  the  third  and  fifth  questions 
in  the  negative* 

Feb.  21.  The  order  of  the  day  being 
read  for  the  rest  of  the  Judges  to  deliver 
their  Opinion  upon  the  several  Questions 
put  to  them, 

Lord  Chief  Baron  Smtfthe  observed,  in 
answer  to  the  first,  second,  and  fourth 
questions,  that  the  cases  proved  that  pro« 
perty  did  exist  previous  to  pubiicatioD^ 
and  that  publication  could  not  alter  it; 
for  that  publication  neither  made  it  a  sisle, 
a  gift,  a  forfeiture,  nor  an  abandonment, 
which  were  the  only  ways  that  a  person 
could  part  with  his  property,  mien  a 
man  puolished  his  manuscript,  hd  sold  to 
one  person  only  one  book,  and  the  use  of 
that  one  boo|^,  without  any  design  of  al- 
lowing the  purchaser  to  multiply  copies : 
if  he  gave  a  book  away,  he  gave  it  under 
the  same  restrictions.  A  for&iture  always 
implied  a  crime,  and  then  the  right  of  pro* 
perty  became  vested  in  the  crown;  an 
abandonment  could  not  be  without  an  in« 
tent  of  relinquishing  his  right,*  and  such 
intent  was  not  deducible  from  a  publication 
of  the  ideas  written  by  an  author.  In  the 
cases  of  Pope  and  Curl,  the  letters  were 
the  property  of  those  to  whom  they  were 
sent ;  but  the  ideas  remained  as  matter  of 
right  vested  in  the  ftender.  In  the  case  of 
lord  Shaftesbury's  manuscript,  the  same 
deduction  followed;  for  Mr.  Gwynne  sold 
to  Shebbeare  what  he  had  no  authority 
from  the  author  (lord  Shaftesbury,)  or. 
his  assigns,  to  dispose  of.  There  was  no 
act  of  dishonesty  on  the  part  of  S'leb- 
beare,  although  the  manuscript  was  sur- 
reptitiously obtained,  and  the  family, had  a 
reme<ly. 

Some  lawyers,  yet  alive,  remembered 
the  case  of  lord  chief  banm  Gilbert's  ma- 
nuscripts, which  he  devised  ^tQ  baron 
Clarke ;  the  baron  never  published  them, 
but  a  hackney-writer,  whom  he  employed, 
took  an  opportunity  of  copying  (hem,.and 
these  stolen  copies  were  committed  to.'tht 
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pre89«    The  same    argumeait  lay  agaimt 
pirating  afler,  ixa  beloF&publicattoaw 

It  had  been  meottonea,  tiiat  a  man  made 
his  landed  estate  coAimon  by  giving  apart 
df  it  to  the  highway ;  but  it  surely  woul^ 
not  be  contendedy  that,  allliou^  he  gave 
a  part  of  his  estate  for  such  a  purpose,  aay 
person  but  hmiself  had  a  right  to  the  trees 
on  it^  or  the  mhies  beAesth  it.  He  ad- 
verted to  the  case  of  Basket  and  the  Uni- 
versity of  Cambridge,  and  declared  that 
the  ^rgumcftKt  was  tbes  groumled  on  these 
princfpleB.  He  cited  l»ke#ise  the  cases 
which,  both  at  the  bar  and  by  the  judges^ 
had  been  mentioned  of  Eyre  and  Walker, 
and  others,  all  of  whidt  were  after  the  21 
vears  wefe  expired,  and  which,  redress 
being  obtained^  spdce  in  favour  of  the 
common-law  right.  He  instanced  dsd  the 
^aseofthe  Sessions-Paper  as  corroborative 
of  this  opinion* 

As  to  mechanictd  inventions,  he  did  not 
know  that,  previous  to  the  Act  of  31  James 
1,  an  action  would  not  lie  against  the  per«> 
son  who  pirated  an  invention.  An  orreiy 
Donq  but  an  astronomer  could  make ;  and 
he  might  fashion  a  second,  as  soon  as  he 
had  soeti  a  first ;  it  was  then  in  a  degree 
ail  original  work :  whereas,  in  multiplying 
an  author's  copy,  his  name  as  well  as  his 
ideafe  were  stolen,  And  it  was  passed  upon 
the  world  as  the  work  of  the  original  au<* 
thor,  although  he  could  not  possibly 
amend  any  errors  which  Inight  have 
escaped  in  his  first  edition,  nor  cancel  any 
part  which,  subsequent  to  the  first  publica* 
tion,  appeared  to  be  improper* 

AAer  several  other  similar  observations^ 
he  answered  the  first,  second,  and  fourth 
questions  in  the  affirmative^  "^ 

The  statute  of  queen  Anne  he  looked 
upon  as  a  compromise  between  authors 
And  printers  contending  for  a  perpetuity, 
iind  th(tse  who  denied  them  any  statute 
right.  The  word  <  vesting/  if  it  could  be 
iortured  so  as  to  tell  Ugainst  the  present 
-claim,  was  sufficiently  qualified  and  done 
Mway  by  the  word  *  secure,*  which  occurred 
in  tne  enacting  clause,  and  which  plainly 
Implied  a  security  for  something  pre-sx- 
istmg.  Tlie  preamble  gave  full  authority 
40  this  construction,  the  word  *  re-printing' 
partiqularly  implying  a  right  after  the  first 
l^ublicatiort  ;  and  the  word  *  purchaser' 
(which  was  one  of  the  parties  mentioned 
by  the  Act  as  being  secur^  in  their  pro- 
perty) indicated  most  amply  a  previous 
light,  for  nobody  ^uld  be  tnought  to  pur- 
thBse  what  another  had  itot  a  right  to  sell. 
Tbe  biroik  said  that  the  ttatute  affixded 


Cheholders  of  copy  right  a  more  efficacioui 
remedy  than  the  common  law,  but  that  it 
l^  no  means  impeached,  restrained,  or 
took  away,  the  coraroon^law  right.  He 
therefore  answered  the  third  and  filtk 
questions  in  the  negative. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  De  Gr^  spoke  next 
His  afgumeots  were  substantiaUy  as  ful- 
low: 

l^th  respect  to  the  first  question,  ibere 
can  be  n6  doubt  that  an  author  has  the 
sole  r^ht  to  dispose  of  his  manuscript  s 
he  tbmks  proper ;  it  is  his  property,  and, 
till  he  parts  with  it,  he  can  maiDtain  m 
action  of  trover,  trespass,  or  upoD  the 
ea^e,  against  any  man  who  shall  conrert 
that  property  to  his  own  use:  bat  the 
right  now  claimed  at  the  bar,  is  not  a  title 
to  the  manuscript,  but  tb  something  after 
the  owner  has  parted  with,  or  published 
his  manuscript ;  to  some  interest  io  right 
of  authorship,  to  more  than  the  nmtenik 
or  manuscript,  on  which  his  thoughts  are 
^splayed ;  which  is  termed  literary  pro- 
perty, or  an  exclusive  privilege  of  mold* 
plying  copies  of  the  manuscript,  or  book, 
which  right  is  the  subject  of  the  leond 
questicm  proposed  to  us. 

NoW|  if  tnere  exists  any  iocorporesl 
right  or  property  in  the  author,  detached 
from  his  manuscript,  no  act  of  publicatioo 
can  destroy  it.  Can  then  sucn  right  or 
propertjT  exist  at  all  ?  Does  such  a  right 
come  within  the  knowledge  6r  reach  of 
the  common  lavr  ?  In  answer  to  the  first 
of  these  queries,  I  acknowledge  that, 
though  this  claim  of  property  is  abstract 
and  ideal,  novel  and  refined,  it  is  yet  in* 
telligible,  and  may  as  easily  be  made  to 
exist  for  ever  as  for  a  term  of  years;  bot, 
in  order  to  know  whether  it  is  so  pro- 
tected by  law,  a  preliminary  question  is 
necessary,  whether  any  determinatioo  h« 
been  made  in  its  fiivour,  by  the  great  and 
learned  men  who  have  been  m^  predeces- 
sors, in  regular  course  of  Judicature  ?  It 
is  not  for  me  to  shake  a  respectable  aeries 
of  decisions,  and  ushmge  tne  foundatiois 
of  an  established  right,  by  sny  d  prion 
reasoning  of  m^  own;  but,  after  investt- 
gatinff  the  decisions  of  the  courts  of  coo* 
mon  law,  I  can  find  no  much  detenDiD** 
tions.  What  is  common  law  noir,  nvA 
have  been  so  800  years  ago,  when  priotiiiK 
was  invented.  No  traces  of  such  a  dun 
are  to  be  met  with  prior  to  the  Reatoit- 
tioii.  Very  ft  w  oases  of  this  kind  h^ 
pened  in  Charles  2d's  time,  or  before  tbe 
liGsusiiig  aoty  «ad  thosa  fkw  irers  dete^ 
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mined  updn  the  prerogative  right  of  the 
crown.  The  executive  power  of  the 
crown  drew  after  it  this  prerogative  right, 
whicti  extended  to  all  acta  of  parliament, 
matters  of  religion,  and  acts  of  state. 
The  case  of  Basket  and  the  .University  of 
Cambridge,  which  was  a  late  one  of  the 
iuime  kind,  appeared,  upon  the  pleadings, 
to  be  a  question  arising  between  two  par^- 
ties,  who  claimed  un&r  concurrent  and 
inconsistent  grants  of  the  crown.  'My 
late  hon.  and  learned  friend,  Mr.  Yorke, 
who  argued  that  case,  endeavoured  to 
sliew,  that  his  client'^s  right  might  arise 
from  the  power  of  the  crown;  and,  toiU 
lustrate  his  argument,  «aid,  it  might  per- 
haps be  "  property  founded  on  preroga- 
tive,''— a  language,  however  allowable  for 
counsel,  not  very  admissible  by,  or  intel- 
ligible tOy  a  judge  :  but  the  certificate  in 
the  above  case  does  not  say  a  word  of  pro- 
perty; and,  indeed,  if  such  a  claim  as  that 
had  been  founded  on  property,  every  one 
would  have  as  good  right  to  publish 
abridgments  of  the  statutes,  as  of  any 
other  book. 

Lord  Northington  granted  injuaetiona 
on  behalf  of  publications  which  he  consi- 
dered as  matters  of  state,  but  left  such 
works  as  The  Whole  Duty  of  Man  to  their 
common  remedy  at  law.  When  wofks  of 
literature,  encouraged  by  the  facility  of 
printing,  began  to  spread,  we  find  the 
cases  multiply.  Of  these,  however,  I  lay 
entirely  out  of  the  question,  all  those 
which  appear  to  be  cases  between  rival  pa- 
tentees of  the  crown,  all  those  relating  to 
the  Stationers  Company,  all  those  con- 
cerning religion,  law,  or  the  state,  and  all 
UBDubHsbed  m<\nu8cripts.  * 

I  shall  premise,  too,  before  I  examine 
the  cases  which  happened  after  the  sta- 
tute, that  I  am  of  opinion,  that  the  statute 
gives  authors  and  their  assigns  a  general 
right  not  connected  with  the  penalty,  and 
that  statutable  right  falls  under  the  pro- 
tection of  a  court  of  equity,  and  may  claim 
the  benefit  of  an  injunction.  To  obtain 
such  an  injunction,  it  is  by  no  means  ne- 
cessary that  the  plaintiff  should  make  out 
a  clear  indisputable  title.  It  may  be 
granted,  on  a  reasonable  pretence,  and  a 
doubtful  right,  before  the  hearing  of  the 
cause;  nor  is<it  objection  that  the  party 
applying^for  it  has  a  remedy  at  law.  No 
bill  for  an  tpjunction  is  to  be  found  before 
the  statute. 

The  causes  which  have  come  before  the 
court  of  Chancery  since  the  statute,  I 
find  to  be  17  io  number.  -Of  these  eight 


were  founded  on  the  statii^e  fight :  ia  two 
or  4hiiee,  the  question  was,  whether  the 
4M>ok  was  a  fiiir  abridgment :  and  all  the 
rest  wece  injunetioaB  granted  ex  parte, 
upon  iiling  the  bill,  with  an  affidavit  an* 
nexed.  In  these  cases  the  defendant  is 
not  so  much  4s  heard ;  and  can  J  imagine^ 
that  #0  inany  illuslatous  men,>whopi^ded 
in  tbe«OQurt  of  Cluinceiy,  would,  ^hoiit 
a  single  «rg«imeat»  have  'determiaed  «ao 
fceat  and  copious  a  question,  and  whksh 
ihaa  taken  up  Jo  muc^  of  your  lordships' 
'timC'?  kk  <ect,  none  of  then  wished  to 
hove  it^aaid  he  ihad  fomed  any  opiaioii  on 
•the  subfect* 

From  any  own  «KpecieDoe4it  the  bar»  f 
know  that  .the  SHooessive  ohano^ors  and 
masters  of  the  Rolb,  lord  Northinetoq, 
lord  Gaar}den,«ir  ThooMs-Ckirk,  &c.Jiave 
•all  loiSked  upon  the  case-as  undetermined ; 
it  may  now,Ttiierefore,  be  4airljr  treated  as 
a  new  question ;  and  indeed,  it  has  been 
argued  as  such  upon  general  principles* 
Let  us.  consider  ^hat  pnndples  nave  been 
laid  do^n  as  'the  foundation  of  this  new 
species  of  ptoperty.  I  have  heard  but  of 
one,  nameiv,  thai  such  a  claim  is  incen- 
sisteat  with  the  moral  fitness  of  things. 
This  idea  .of  moral  fitness  is  indeed  an 
amiable  principle,  and -one  cannot  hc^p 
^wishing  all  claims  derived  from  so  pure  a 
source  wight  receive  all  possible  encou- 
ragement; but  this  principle  is  no  univer- 
sal rule  of  law,  nor  can  it  be  made  to  ap- 
ply in  all  cases.  Beautiful  as.  it  may  -be 
m  theory,  to  reduce  it  into  4be  practice 
and  execution  of  oonunon  law  would  create 
intolerable  confusion ;  it  would  make  laws 
vain,  and  judges  arbitrary. 

Nor  is  it  possible  •  to  support  the  Re- 
spondents' claim  upon  this  principle,  and 
not  allow  its  operation  in  a  variety  of  other 
cases,  where,  it  is  confessed  on  all  hands, 
it  cannot  be  allowed.  Abridgments  of 
books,  translatiims,  notes,  as  efiectually 
deprive  the  original  author  of  the  fruit  of 
his  labours,  as  direct  particular  copies,  yet 
they  are  allowable.  The  composers  of 
music,' the  engravers  of  copper-plates,  the 
inventors  of  machines,  are  all  excluded 
from  the  privilege  now  contended  for ;  but 
why,  if  an  equitable  «nd  moral  right  is  to 
be  the  sole  foundation  of  it  ?  Their  ge- 
nius, their  study,  their  labour,  Uieir  origi- 
nality, is  as  great  as  an  author's,  their  m- 
ventions  are  as  much  prejudiced  b^  co- 
pyists, and  their  claim,  in  my  opmion, 
stands  exactly  on  the  same  footing ;  a  nice 
and  subtle  investigation  may,  perhaps,  find 
out  some  little  logical  or  mechanical  diffe- 
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renoes,  but  no  solid  dbtinction  in  the  rale 
of  proptfit^  that  applies  to  them  can  be 
found.  If  such  a  perpetual  property  re- 
mains in  an  author,  ana  his  right  continues 
after  publication,  I  cannot  conceive  what 
should  hinder  him  tVom  the  full  exercise 
of  that  right  in  what  manner  he  pleases ; 
he  may  set  the  most  extravagant  price  he 
will  u|>on  the  first  impression,  and  refuse 
to  pnnt  a  second  when  that  is  sold*  If 
he  nas  an  absolute  controul  over  his  ideas 
when  published,  as  before,  he  may  recal 
them,  destroy  them,  extinguish  them,  and 
deprive  the  world  of  the  use  of  them  ever 
after ;  his*  forbearing  to  reprint  is  no  evi* 
dence  of  his  consent  to  abandon  his  pro- 
perty, and  leave  it  as  a  derelict  to  the 
public 

But  it  is  said,  that  the  sale  of  a  printed 
copy  is  a  qualified  or  conditional  sale,  and 
that  the  purchaser  may  make  all  the  uses 
he  pleases  of  hie  book,  except  that  one  of 
reprinting  it ;  but  where  is  the  evidence  of 
this  extraordinary  bargain  ?  or  where  the 
analogy  of  law.  to  support  the  supftmitton  ? 
In  all  other  cases  or  purchase,  payment 
transfers  the  whole  and  absolute  property 
to  ihe  buyer :  there  is  no  instance  where 
a  legal  right  is  otherwise  transferred  by 
sale,  an  example  of*  such  a  speculative 
right  remaining  in  the  seller.  It  is  a  new 
and  metaphysical  refinement  upon  the 
law;  and  laws,  like  some  manufactures, 
may  be  drawn  so  ^  fine  as  at  last  to  lose 
their  strength  with  their  solidity.  When 
printing  was  first  introduced,  cardinal 
Wolsey  warned  king  Henry  8  to  be  cau- 
tious how  he  encouraged  it,  as  a  matter 
which  might  be  dangerous  to  the  state. 
The  event,  however,  did  not  prove  it  ^o, 
*Bnd,  therefore,  the  statute  of  the  21st  of 
James  1  excepted  it,  as  a  reasonable  and 
allowable  monopoly. 

The  subsequent  licensing  act  gave  only 
an  adventitious  right ;  and  thus  it  rested 
till  the  statute  of  queen  Anne.  The  sU- 
tute  certainly  recognizes  no  common  law 
right,  hinc  ilia  lachrynuB !  Nor  can  I 
suppose  this  omission  happened  through 
Ignorance  or  inadvertence,  when  I  see  such 
great  law-names  as  Holt,  Cooper,  Har- 
court,  Somers,  &c.  in  the  list  or  that  par- 
liamenti 

If  such  a  right  existed  at  common  law, 
and  it  remained  unimpeached  by  that  sta- 
tute, why  that  anxiety  in  authors  and 
booksellers  afterwards  to  obtain  another 
sanction  for  their  property  ?  whence  those 
diiferent  applications  to  parliament,  in  the 
years  17S5,  1738, 17S9,  for  a  longer  term 


of  years,  or  for  life,  in  this  land  of  pro- 
perty, and  afterwards  to  get  an  act  to  pro- 
liibit  the  liberty  of  printing  boob  io  fo- 
reign kingdoms,  and  sending  them  back 
again.  The  truth  is,  the  idea  of  a  com- 
mon-law right  in  perpetuity  was  not  taken 
up  till  after  that  failure  in  procoring  a  nev 
statute  for  an  enlargement  of  the  tern. 
If  (say  the  parties  concerned)  the  legis- 
lature will  not  do  it  for  us,  we  will  doit 
without  their  assistance ;  and  then  we  bt- 
gin  to  hear  of  this  new  doctrine^  the  com- 
mon law  right,  which,  upon  the  whole,  I 
am  of  opinion,  cannot  be  supported  upoo 
any  rules  or  principles  of  the  common  law 
of  this  kingdom.*-The  Chief  Justice  ao- 
swered  the  first  question  in  theaffima- 
tive ;  the  second  and  fourth  in  the  oea- 
tive ;  and  the  third  and  fifth  in  the  amr- 
mative. 

Februarir  22.  The  Judges  having  all 
delivered  their  Opinions  except  lord  >uos- 
field,  who  declined  speaking  as  a  Judre, 
it  was  this  day  moved,  '^  to  reverse  tbe 
Decree  complained  oV*  Upon  this  oc< 
caaicm. 

Lord  Camden  q)oke  as  follows : 

My  lords;  after  what  the  lor^ 
chief  justice  De  Grev  yesterday  soablj 
enforced,  tliere  will  be  little  occasioD  for 
me  to  trouble  your  lordships ;  nor  will  tke 
present  state  of  my  health,  and  the  wed^* 
ness  of  my  voice,  allow  me  to  exert  mj* 
self  were  I  ever  so  much  inclined;  to 
the  nature  of  my  profession,  and  thedotj 
I  owe  to  this  House,  will  not  sufer  me  to 
remain  silent,  when  so  important  a  quo* 
tion  is  to  be  determined.  The  fiur  grouoJ 
of  the  argument  has  been  very  tnilj  atated 
to  you  by  the  Lord  Chief  Justice :  I  bope 
what  was  yesterday  so  learnedly  tdd  jotf 
lordships,  will  remain  deeply  impressed  oe 
your  minds. 

The  •  arguments  attempted  tobemais* 
tained  on  the  side  of  the  Respondents, 
were  founded  pn  patents,  privileges,  Star- 
chamber  decrees,  and  the  bye  laws  oftk^ 
Stationers'  Company ;  all  of  them  tbe  ci* 
fects  of  tlie  grossest  tyranny  and  usorpai 
tion  ;  the  very  last  places  in  whidi  labould 
have  dreamt  of  finding  the  least  trace  o| 
the  common  law  of  tois  kingdom:  aw 
yet,  by  a  variety  of  subtle  reasoning  and 
metaphysical  refinements,  have  thej  eif 
deavoured  to  squeeze  out  the  spirit  of  thf 
common  law  firom  premises,  in  which  it 
could  not  possibly  have  existence.  Tb^f 
began  witn  their  pretended  preoedeatt 
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ind  aathontiesy  and  they  eodeavoured  to 
Qodel  these  in  such  a  manner,  as  to  ex« 
ract  from  them  something  like  a  common 
%w  principle,  upon  which  their  argument 
Uffht  rest. 

1  shall  invert  the  order,  and  first  of  all 
ly  out  of  my  way  the  whole  bead-roll  of 
itations  and  precedents,  which  they  have 
reduced— that  heterogeneous  heap  of  rub- 
i^h,  which  is  only  calculated  to  confound 
our  lordsIiSps^' and  mislead  the  argument* 
ifier  the  first  invention  of  printing,  the 
rt  continued  free  for  about  fifty  years,  1 
lean  to  lay  no  stress  upon  tliis  ;  I  mention 

only  historically,  not  argumentatively; 
>r  as  the  use  of  it  was  llttie  known,.aod, 
ot  very  extensive,  its  want  of  importance 
light  protect  it  from  invasion;  but  as 
)on  as  its  effects  in  politics  and  religion 
ere  felt,  all  the  crowned  heads  in  Europe 
I  once  seized  on  it,  and  appropriated  it 
)  ihemselvea.  Certain  it  is,  that  in  Eng* 
ind  the  crown  claimed  both  the  power  of 
censing  what  shoukf  be  printed,  and  the 
lonopoiy  of  printing.  Two  licences  were 
ranted  to  those  who  petitioned  foi  them, 
,n  author  not  only  was  obliged  to  sue  for  a 
:ence  to  print  at  ally  but  he  was  alsoobliged 
>  $ue  for  a  second  licence  that  he  might 
rint  his  own  works.  When  t^e  king-  had 
nee  claimed  the  right  of  printing,  he  se- 
ired  that  right  by  patents  and  by  diar* 
(rs.  Still  further  to  secure  his  monopoly, 
3  combined  the  printers,  and  formed  them 
to  a  company,  then  called  the  Stationera' 
ompany,  by  whose  laws,  none  but  mem* 
^rs  could  print  any  book  at  all.  ,  They 
sunied  powers  of  seizure,  confiscation 
>d  imprisonment,  and  the  decrees  of  the 
Ar  Chamber  confirmed  theirproceedings, 
bese  transactions,  I  presume, 'have  no 
lation  to  the  common  law;. and  when 
ey  were  established,  where  could  an  «u« 
or,  independent  of  the  company,  print 
J  works,  or  try  his  right  to  it?  Who 
uld  make  head  against  Uiis  arbitrary  pre- 
native,  which  stified  and  suppressed  the 
tnmon  law  of  the  land  ?  Every  man 
to  printed  a  book,  no  matter  how  he  db- 
Qed  it,  entered  his  name  in  their  books, 
1  became  a  member  of  their  company : 
-a  he  was  complete  owner  of  the  oook. 
rner  was  the  term  applied  to  every 
der  of  copies;  and  the  word  *  author* 
^  not  occur  once  in  all  their  entries. 
^11  societies,  good  ox  bad,  arbitrary  or 
gal,  must  have  some  .laws  to  regulate 
ni.  When  an  author  died,  his  execu- 
» naturally  became  his  successors.  Tlie 
nner  in  which  the  copy-right  was  held 
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was  a  kind  of  copyhold  tenure,  in  which 
the  owner  has  a  title  by  custom  only,  at 
the  will  and  pleasure  of  the  lord.  .  The 
two  sole  titles  by  which  a  man  secured  his 
right  was  the  royal  patent  and  the  licence 
of  the  Stationen'  Company;  I  challenee 
any  man  alive  to  shew  me  any  other  right 
or  title.  Where  is  it  to  be  found  ?  some 
of  the  learned  judges  say  the  words  *  or 
otherwise'  in  the  statute  of  queen  Anne 
relate  to  a  prior  common  law  right  ?  To 
what  common  law  right  could  these  words 
refi^r  i  At  all  the  periods  I  have  men- 
tioned, the  common  law  rights  were  held 
under  the  law  of  nrerogative.  It  was  the 
g;eneral  off>inion  tnat  there  was  no  other, 
right,  ana  the  corrupt  judges  of  the  times 
submitted  to  the  arbitrary  law  of  prerogsr* 
tive.  In  the  case  of  the  Stafticners'  Com- 
pany against  Seymour,  all  the  judges  de- 
clared that  printing  was  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  crown,  and  that  the  court  of 
King's-bench  could  seise  all  printers  of 
news,  true  or  false,  lawful  or  illicit.  Bat 
if  it  was  made  use  of  to  protect  auAonit 
what  was  this  protection  I  a  right  derived' 
under  a  bye  law  of  a  private  company.  A 
protection  similar  to  that  which  ws  give 
the  Great  Mogul;  when  we  want  any 
grant  firom  him,  we  talk  submissively,  and 
pay  him  homage,  hot  it  is  to  serv^  our 
own.  purpose,  and  to  feast  him  with  a  duii* 
dow  that  we  may  attain  the  substance. 

In  short,  the  more  yoor  lordships  exa^ 
mine  the  matter^  the  more  yoa  will  find - 
that  these  rights  are  founded  upon  the 
charter  of  the  Stationers*  Company  end; 
the  royal  prerogative ^  but  what  has  this, 
to  do  witn  the  oommon  law  right}  for 
never,  my  lords,  forget  the  import  of  that 
term.    Remember  always, that  thecoma 
mon  law  tight  now  claimed  at  your  bar  is- 
the  right  of  a  private  man  io  print  his 
works  for  ever,  independent  of  the  crown,, 
the  company,  and  all  mankind.    In  the 
year  1681,  we  fin^  a  bye  law  for  the  oro^ 
tection  of  their  own  company  and  their 
copy-rights,  whidi  then  consisted  of  ell  the' 
literature  of  the  kingdom ;  for  they  had 
contrived  to  get  all  the  copies  into  their  ^ 
own  hands.    In  a  few  years  afkerwards^ 
the  Revolution  was  established,  then  ve-r 
nished  prerogative,  then  all  the  bye  laws  of 
the  Stationers'  Company  were  at  an  end  ; 
every  restraint  fell  from  off  the  press,  and 
the  whole  commoniaw  of  England  walked 
at  large.     During  the  succeeding  fourteeo 
or  sixteen  years,  no  action  was  brought, 
no  injunction  obtained,  although  no  illegal 
force  prevented  it ;  a  strong  proof,  that  at ' 
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that  time,  there  was  no  idea  of  a  common 
lav  claim.  So  little  did  they  then  drefltn 
of  establishing  a  perpetaitv  in  their  copies, 
tliat  the  holders  of  them  nnding  no  prero* 
gative  security,  no  privilege,  no  licensing 
act,  no  Star  Chamber  decree  to  protect 
their  claim,  in  the  year  1708  caiiie  np  to 
parliament  in  the  form  of  petitioners,  with 
tears  in  their  eyes,  hopeless  and  forlorn ; 
they  brought  with  them  their  wives  and 
children  to  excite  compassion,  and  induce 
parliament  to  grant  them  a  statutory  secu- 
rity. TheyobtainedtheAct.  And  again 
and  again  sought  for  a  farther  legislative 
security. 

Thus^  my  lords,  stands  the  pretence  on 
the  score  of  usage,  of  which  your  lord- 
ships have  heard  so. much  on  one  »de  the 
question.  1  come  now  to  consider  upon 
what  foundation  stand  the  prerogative 
ciopies ;  and  these  were  in  fact  cases  be- 
tween co-patentees  (for  I  must  consider  the 
Stationers*  Company  itself  as  a  patentee 
of  the  crown )  and  no  authorship  ri|^ht  oc- 
curs here.  The  right  in  the  crown  is  sup- 
posed to  come  eitner  from  purchase  or 
contract ;  and  our  law  argues  from  prin- 
aple8»  (»ses,  and  analogy ;  but  not  a  word 
01  this  in  the  judgment  of  the  court ;  but 
the  arguments  of  counsel  are  adduced  to 
prove  the  point.  The  argument  of  counsel 
18  a  sorry  kind  of  evidence  indeed;  in 
lAost  cases  it  would  be  very  dangerous  to 
rely  on  it,  but  here  it  is  such  stuff  as  I  am 
aishamed  to  mentipn.  You  have  them  at 
len^h  in  Carter:  First,  it  is  put  on  the 
topic  of  prerogative,  next  of  ownership. 
I .  Henry  the  6th  brought  over  the  printers 
«)id  their  presses,  er^o^  says  the  counsel, 
he*  has  an  absolute  right  to  the  whole  art, 
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his  judges,  ^r^o,  he  purchases  this  right 
for  a  valuable  consideration.  4.  He  paid 
for  the  translation  of  the  Bible,  therefore, 
forsooth,  he  bought  a  right  to  sell  b3>les. 
Away  with  such  trifling !  Mr.  Yorke  put 
it  on  its  true  footing.  Ought  not  the 
promulgation  of  your  venerable  codes  of 
religion  and  of  tew  to  be  entrusted  to  the 
executive  power,  that  thev  may  bear  the 
highest  mark  of  authenticity,  and  neither 
be  impaired,  or  altered,  or  mutilated? 
These  printed  acts  are  records  themselves, 
are  evidence  m  a  court  of  law,  without 
recurring  to  the  original  parliamentary 
roll.  Will  you,  then,  give  this  honourable 
right  to  your  sovereign  as  such  >  or  will 
you  degrade  him  yito  a  bookseller?  In- 


deed, had  he  no  other  title  to  tbii  dk* 
tinction,  that  could  hardly  be  maintained. 
But  if  this  will  not  serve  the  purpoie, 
recourse  h  next  had  to  injunctioos ;  they, 
it  is  said,  have  put  the  right  out  of  doubt; 
nay,  lord  Hard  wickers  nameistriamphantly 
brought  on  the  stage,  and  he  is  declared 
to'have  absolutely  decided  the  pobt:  no 
man,  I  am  sure,  can  venerate  his  name 
(which  will  be  dear  to  posterity  as  long  it 
law  or  equity  remain)  more  than  1  do. 
But  this  boasted  case,  like  all  the  rest  that 
have  been  produced,  entirely  fails  in  the 
proof;  and  when  my  lord  chief  jostice 
reads  hb  own  note  of  what  lord  Hard* 
wicke  said  upon  the  occasion,  it  sppeared 
that  lord  Hiardwicke's  words  had  been 
twisted  to  an  opposite  meaning  to  wbat  be 
intended.  All  the  injunction  cases  have 
been  ably  gone  through.  I  shall  oo)j 
add,  in  general  terms,  that  they  can  prove 
nothing :  they  are  commonly  cotabed  for 
the  purpose  of  stayjnff  waste,  and  the  pre- 
vention of  irreparatble  damage.  They 
must,  dierefore,  in  their  nature  be  sadden 
and  summary,  or  the  benefit  of  tbem 
would  be  lost  before  they  are  obtained, 
and  they  are  granted  though  the  right  ii 
not  clear,  but  doubtful.  The  qaestioo, 
whether  I  am  tenant  for  life  or  in  ^) 
whethier  I  can  maintain  ray  right  against 
the  devisee  or  the  heir  at  law,  may  be  ds- 
cussed  afterwards  at  leisure ;  but  unlea 
upon  shewing  a  reasonable  pretence  of 
title  you  in  the  mean  time  tie  up  tbe 
spoiler's  hands  who  is  selling  my  irnxx^ 
or  ploughing  my  pasture,  my  remedy  ii 
gone,  or  comes  too  late  to  prevent  the 
mischief.  What,  then,  if  a  thousand  in- 
junctions Jiad  been  granted,  unless  tbe 
Chancellor  at  the  time  he  granted  them 
had  pronounced  a  solemn  opinion,  that 
they  were  grounded  upon  the  comnKa 
law?  Itwomd  only  come  to  this  at  last, 
that  the  right  in  (juestiou  was  claimed  on 
one  side  and  denied'  on  the  other;  there* 
fore  till  the  matter  was  tried  and  deter- 
mined, let  the  mjunction  go.  Lord  Hard- 
wicke,  after  20  years  experience,  in  the 
last  case  of  the  kind  that  came  before  bisst 
declared  that  the  point  had  never  yet  be^ 
determined.  Loni  Northington  granted 
them  on  the  idea  of  a  doiwtlul  title;  I 
continued  the  practice  upon  the  same 
foundation ;  and  so  did  the  present  Chan- 
cellor. Where,  then,  is  the  ChanceQor 
who  has  declared  ex  cathedra  that  he  had 
decided  upon  the  common  law  right?  Lei 
the  decision  be  produced  in  direct  tenns. 
It  is  amazing  that  we  should  hare  been 
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to  lonff  amused  with  this  kind  of  argu« 
nent  mm  such  vague  authorittts ! 

At  length,  my  ToirdSy  having  removed 
ivery  stumbling-block  tliat  opnosed  our 
>rogress  to  the  pure  source  or  common 
aw  ;  having  cleared  the  way  of  all  those 
;puriou8,  pretended  authorities,  which 
vill  not  bear  the  test  of  a  moment^s  se- 
ious  examination,  the  question  begins  to 
Lssume  its  natural  shape*  Here,  then,  I 
eel  myself  upon  my  own  ground,  and  I 
:hal]enge  any  man  to  produce  any  adju- 
lication,  a  precedent,  a  case,  or  any  thmg 
ike  legal  authority  on  which  this  claim 
:an  be  grounded.  Does  there  appear  a 
;cintilia,  a  glimpse  of  common  law  under 
my  of  those  di&rent  heads  I  have  men- 
ioncd,  and  which  have  been  so  often  re- 
>eated  to  us  i  For  my  own  part,  1  find 
lothiDg  in  the  whole  that  savours  of  law, 
except  the  term  itself,  Literary  Plroperty. 
rhey  have  borrowed  one  smgle  word 
irom  the  common  law,  and  have  raked 
Dto  every  store-house  of  literary  lumber 
\o  find  out  how  to  apply  it  to  the  subject, 
ind  to  deduce  some  pnnciples  to  which  it 
nay  refer,  and  be  govemea  by. 

And  now  what  are  Uiey  I  What  are  the 
bundations  of  this  daim  in  the  En^^ish 
;ommon  law  >  Why,  in  the  first  place,  say 
he  respondents,  every  man  has  a  right  to 
lis  ideas.  Most  certainly,  isvery  man  who 
hinks  has  a  ri^ht  to  his  thoughts  while 
hey  continue  his  ;  but  here  the  question 
igain  returns;  when  does  he  part  with 
hem  ?  When  do  they  become  pubUd 
uris  f  While  they  are  in  his  brain  no  one 
adeed  can  purlom  them ;  but  what  if  he 
peaks,  and  lets  them  fly  out  in  private  or 
>ub]ic  discourse  i  Will  he  daim  the 
ireath,  the  air,  the  words  in  which  his 
faoughts  are  clothed  i  Where  does  this 
anciful  property  begin,  or  end,  or  con- 
inue  ?  Oh,  say  they,  the  ideas  are  marked 
ci  black  and  white,  on  paper  or  parch- 
aent— now,  then,  we  get  at  something; 
icd  an  action,  I  lUlow,  will  lie  for  ink  and 
laper:  but  what  says  the  common  law 
ibout  the  incorporf^  ideas,  and  where 
loes  it  prescribe  a  remedy  for  the  reco- 
ery  of  them,  independent  of  the  materials 
o  which  they  are  affixed  ?  I  see  nothing 
ibout  the  matter  in  all  my  books;  nor 
Fere  I  to  admit  ideas  to  be  ever  so  dis- 
inguishable  and  definable,  should  I  infer 
hey  must  be  matters  of  private  property, 
md  objects  of  the  common  law  ? 

But  granting  this  general  position,  we 
;et  footing  but  upon  one  sin^e  step,  and 
lew  doubts  and  difficulties  anse  whenerer 
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we  attempt  to  proceed.  Is  this  propertjr 
descendaole,  transferable,  or.  assignable  T 
When  published,  can  the  purchaser  lend 
his  book  to  his  friend  i  Can  he  let  it  out; 
for  hire  as  the  circulating  libraries  do  T 
Can  he  enter  it  as  common  stock  in  a  lite^ 
rary  diib,  as  is  done  in  the  country  ?  May. 
he  transcribe  it  for  charity  ?  Then  what 
part  of  the  work  is  exempt  firom  this  de- 
sultory daim :  does  it  lie  in  the  sentiments, 
the  language  and  style,  or  the  paper  ?  If 
in  the  sentiments  or'languaee  no  one  can 
translate  or  abridge  them.  Locke's  Essay 
might  perhaps  be  put  into  other  expres* 
sions,  or  newly  methodized,  and  an  the 
original  system  and  ideas  be  retained. 
These  questions  shew  how  the  argument 
counteracts  itself,  how  the  subject  of  it 
shifts,  and  becomes  public  hi  one  senSe^ 
and  private  in  another  r  and  they  are  all 
new  to  the  common  law,  whiclr  leaves  us 
perfectly  in  the  daric  about  their  solution  t 
And  how  are  the  judges,  without  a  rule 
or  guide,  to  determine  them  when  they 
arise,  whose  books  and  studies  afford  no 
more  light  upoii  the  subject  than  the 
common  understandings  of  the  partiea 
themselves  ?  What  diversity  of  judgments ! 
what  confusion  in  opinion  must  they  faff 
into  I  without  a  trace  or  line  of  law  to  di« 
rect  their  determination !  What  a  code  of 
law  yet  remains  for  their  ingenuity  to 
furnish,  and  could  they  all  agree  in  it,  it 
would  not  be  law  at  last,  but  legislation. 

But  ft  is  said  that  it  would  be  contrary 
to  the  ideas  of  private  justice,  moral  fit- 
ness, and  public  convenience,  not  to  adopt 
this  new  system.  But  who  has  a  right  to 
decide  these  new  cased,  if  thei;p  is  no  other 
rule  to  measure  by  but  moral  fitness  and 
equitable  right  ?  Not  the  judges  of  the 
common  law,  I  am  sure.  Their  businesa 
is  to  tell  the  suitor  how  the  law  stands, 
not  how  it  ought  to  be;  otherwise  each 
judge  would  have  a  distinct  tribunal  in  hia 
own  breast,  the  decisions  of  which  would 
be  irregular  and  uncertain,  and  various,  at 
the  minds  and  tempers  of  mankind.  As 
it  is,  we  find  they  do  not  always  agree : 
but  what  would  it  be,  where  the  will  of 
t  would  always  be  the  private  opinion^ 


of  the  judge,  as'  to  the  moral  fitness  and 
convenience  of  the  claim?  Caprice,  self-in- 
terest, vanity,  would  by  turns  hold  the 
scale  of  justice,  and  the  law  of  proper^  be 
indeed  most  vague  and  arbitrary.  That 
excdlent  judge,  lord  chief  justice  Lee, 
used  always  to  ask  the  counsel,  after  his 
argument  was  over,  **  Have  you  any  case  ?*' 
I  nope  judges  will  always  copy  the  ex* 


909] 


U  GEORGE  IIL 


Proeeedmgi  in  tht  Lord$  on  tie 


[vm 


9mp1e»  and  never  pretend  to  decide  upon 
a  claim  of  property,  withoat  attending  to 
the  old  black  letter  of  our  law,  without 
founding  their  Judgment  upon  some  solid 
written  authority,  preserved  in  their 
books,  or  in  judicial  records.  In  this  case 
I  know  there  is  none  such  to  be  produced* 
With  respect  to  inventors,  I  can  see  no 
real  and  capital  di&rence  between  them 
and  authors;  their  merit  -is  equal,  they 
are  eoually  beneficial  to  society,  or  per- 
l^aps  the  inventor  of  some  of  diose  master 
pieces  of  art  which  have  been  mentioned 
nave  there  the  advantage.  All  the  judges 
who  have  been  of  a  di&rent  opinion,  con- 
•cious  of  the  force  of  the  objection  from 
the  similarity  of  the  claim,  have  told  your 
lordships  they  did  not  know  but  that  an  ac* 
tbn  would  he  for  the  exclusive  property 
in  a  machine  at  common  law,  and  chose 
to  resort  to  the  patents.  It  is,  mdeed, 
extraordinary  that  they  should  think  so, 
that  a  right  that  never  was  heard  of  could 
be  aupported  by  an  action  that  never  ytt 
was  brought.  If  there  be  such  a  right  at 
common  Jaw,  the  crown  is  an  usurper ; 
but  there  is  no  such  right  at  common  hiw, 
which  declares  it  a  monopoly;  no  such 
action  lies;  resort  must  be  had  to  the 
crown  in  aU  such  cases. 
^  If,  then,  there  be  no  foundation  of 
right  for  this  perpetuity  by  the  positive 
laws  of  the  land,  it  wiU  I  believe  find  as 
little  claim  to  encouragement  upon  public 
principles  of  sound  policy,  or  good  sense. 
If  there  beany  thing  in  the  world  com- 
mon to  all  mankind,  science  and  learning 
are  in  their  nature  publici  jurisf  and  they 
ought  to  be  as  free  and  general  as  air  or 
water.  They  forget  their  Creator,  as 
well  as  their  fellow  creatiu-es,  who  wish  to 
monopolize  his  noblest  gifts  and  greatest 
benefits.  Why  did  we  enter  into  society 
•t  all,  but  la.  enlighten  one  another's 
minds,  and  improve  our  Acuities,  for  die 
coitomon  welfare  of  the  species  ?  Those 
great  men,  those  favoured  mortals,  those 
sublime  spirits,  who  share  that  ray  of  divi- 
nity which  we  call  genius,  are  intrusted  by 
Providence  with  the  delegated  power  of 
imparting  to  their  fellow-creatures  that  in- 
struction which  heaven  meant  for  universal 
benefit ;  they  must  not  be  niggards  to  the 
world,  or  hoacd  up  for  themsdves  the 
common  stock.  We  know  what  was  the 
punishment  of  him  who  hid  his  talent,  and 
Providence  has  taken  care  that  there  shall 
not  be  wanting  the  noblest  motives  and  in- 
centives for  men  of  genius  to  communicate 
to  the  world  those  truths  and  disooveries 


which  are  nothing  if  uBCommimtcsted. 
Knowledge  has  no  value  or  use  for 
the  solitary  owner :  to  be  enjoyed  it 
must  be  communicated.  *  Scire  tuuni 
nihil  est,  nisi  te  scire  hoc  sciat  alter.' 
Glory  is  the  reward  of  science,  and 
those  who  deserve  it,  scorn  all  meaner 
views :  1  speak  not  of  the  scribblers  for 
bread,  who  teaze '  the  press  with  their 
wretched  productions ;  fourteen  years  ii 
too  long  a.  privilege  for  their  perishable 
trash.  It  was  hot  for  gain,  that  Bacoa, 
Newton,  Milton,  Locke,  instructed  aod 
delighted  the  world ;  it  would  be  unworthy 
such  men  to  traffic  with  a  dirty  bookseller 
for  so  much  a  sheet  of  a  letter  prea.  j 
When  the  bookseller  offered  Milton  fire  | 
pound  for  his  Paradise  Lost,  he  did  not 
reject  it,  and  commit  his  poem  to  tbe 
flames,  nor  did  he  accept  the  miserable 
pittance  as  the  reward  of  his  laboar; 
tie  knew  ^hat  the  real  price  of  his  work 
was  immortality,  and  that  posterity  would 
pay  it.  Some  authors  are  as  careiea 
about  profit  as  others  are  rapacioos  of  it; 
and  what  a  situation  would  the  public  be 
in  with  regard  to  literature,  if  there  were  j 
no  means  of  compelling  a  second  impres-  j 
sion  of  a  lisefiil  work  to  be  put  fortA,  or  | 
wait  tin  a  wife  or  children  are  to  be  pro- 
vided for  by  the  sale  of  an  edidon.  AH 
our  learning  will  be  locked  up  in  the  haoA 
of  the  Tonsons  and  the  Lintons  of  thea^t 
who  will  set  what  price  upon  it  their  ara- 
rice  chuses  to  demand,  till  the  public  b^ 
come  as  much  their  slaves,  as  their  ova 
hackney  compilers  are. 

Instead  of  salesmen,  tbe  booksellen  of 
late  years  have  forestalled  theroarketiaoa 
become  engrossers.  If,  therefore,  tbe 
monopoly  is  sanctified  by  your  lordshipi* 
judgment,  exorbitant  price  must  be  the  coo- 
sequence;  for  every  valuable  author  will  be 
as  mudi  monopolised  by  them  as  Shake* 
speare  is  at  present,  whose  works,  which 
he  left  carelessly  behind  him  in  tovo, 
when  he  retired  nrom  it,  were  surely  gives 
to  the  public  if  ever  author's  were;  bol 
two  prompters  or  players  behind  tbe 
scenes  laid  hold  of  them,'  and  the  present 
proprietors  pretend  to  derive  that  copT 
from  them,  for  which  the  author  biinseB 
never  received  a  fiirthing.         ^  ^ 

I  pass  over  the  flimsy  suppositbo  of  an 
implied  contract  between  the  boobeUet 
who  sells,  and  the  public  which  buys  the 
printed  copy ;  it  is  a  notion  as  luuocBDmg 
m  itself  as  it  is  void  of  a  legal  foiindatioo. 
This  perpetuity  now  conteftded  f^."  * 
odious  aod  as  selfish  as aoj otta^i  ^^ 
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«rve8  as  much  reprobation,  and  will  be- 
zoine  as  intolerable.  Knowledge  and 
icience  are  not  things  to  be  bounoin  such 
robweb  chains ;  when  once  the  bird  is  out 
>f  the  cage — volat  irrevocaMe — Ireland, 
Scotland,  America,  will  afford  her  shelter, 
tnd  what,  then,  becomes  of  your  action  i 
[iis  lordship  concluded  with  several  ob- 
lenrations  on  the  statutes  of  queen  Anne* 
n  which  he  took  notice  that  the  old  copies 
vere  entitled  to  21  years,  and  the  new  ones 
>ut  to  14,  and  sflfd,  that  if  the  legislature 
lad  intended  to  make  the  right  perpetoAl, 
.hey  would  have  taken  care  that  the  re- 
nedy  should  be  so  too. 

Lord  Chancellor  Apsley  prefaced  what 
tie  was  about  to  say,  by  declaring,  that  he 
iiad  made  the  decree  entireljr  as  of  course, 
n  piirsuancie  of  the  decision  upon  the 
right  in  the  court  of  Kmg's-bench,  and 
that  as  what  he  had  decreed,  as  a  chancel- 
lor, was  mercily  a  step  in  the  ^dation  to 
&  final  and  determinate  issue  m  the  House 
of  Peers,  he  cwbm  totally  linbiassed  upon 
the  question,  and  therefore  cduld  speak  to 
it  as  fairly  from  his  own  sense  of  it,  as  anv 
one  of  the  judges,  or  any  of  the  lords 
present.  He  then  entered  into  a  very 
minute  discussion  of  the  several  citations 
and  precedents  that  had  been  relied  upon 
at  the  bar,  shewed  where  they  failed  in 
application  to  the  present  case ;  and  one 
by  one  described  their. complexion,  their 
origin,  and  their  tendency ;  in  each  of 
which  he  proved  that  they  were  foreign  to 
any  constructions  which  could  support  the 
respondents  in  their  argument ;  ne  was  no 
less  precise  and  full  in  exposing  the  ab* 
surdity  of  the  authorities  derived  from  the 
Stationers'  Company,  quoting  several  ex- 
traordinary entries  to  be  metwith  in  their 
books';  among  others,  he  said,  that  one 
Sibthorpe  had  entered  a  book  there  **  the 
title  of  which,''  says  the  entry,  **  is  to  be 
sent  hereafter ;"  and  another  member  en- 
tered the  name  of  a  book,  *'  about  to  be 
translated  by  him  ;'*  by  which  all  the  rest 
of  the  world  were  to  he  restrafaied,  in  the 
mean  time,  perhaps  for  ever,  from  trans- 
lating the  same.  He  then  very  fully  stated 
the  several  cases  of  injunctions  in  the 
court  of  Cbsincery,  produced  several  ori- 
ginal letters  from  Swift  to  Faulkner  and 
others,  relatnre  to  the  statute  of  queen 
Anne,  and  ^ave  an  historial  detail  of  all 
the  proceedings  in  both  Houses  upon'tbe 
several  stages  of  that  Act,'  and  the  altera- 
tions it  bad  undergone  in  the  preamble 
and  enacting  clauses*  idl  tending  to  shew 


the  sense  bfthe  legitfature,  at  the  time  of  .« I6M'Westcote«' 
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passine  it,  to  be  against  the  ridit;  and 
that  tfiey  rejected  the  other  SSlIs  after- 
wards, drawn  up  chiefly  by  the  advice  o^ 
dean  Swift,  and  the  countenance  of  Mr. 
Addison,^  which  were  presented  iq  the 
same  spirit,  and  upon  the  same  grounds ; 
and  concluded  with  declaring  that  he  was 
clearly  of  opinion  with  the  appellants. 

Lord  LytUltoh*  spoke  in  fiivour  of  au-^ 
thors ;  and,  in  opposition  to  the  doctrine 
laid  down  by  lord  Camden,  urged,  that  the 
science  of  literature,  though  not  tangible^ 
was  nevertheless  property ;  and  that  it 
must  receive  a  Tery  sensible  shock  froni 
the  reverse  of  the  decree,  should  it  unfor* 
tunately  take  place.  I|6  spoke  very  inge* 
niously  on  the  sublet ;  traced  the  origin 
of  the  arts  and  sciences  from  Greece  to 
Rome,  Arabia,  '&c.,'an4  at  last  8eate4, 
them  in  Great  Britain.  He'  introduced  a 
high  panegyric  on  his  present  IViajestj^ 
and  the'kbg  of  Prussia*  under  whose  pa«. 
tronage  they  so  ihuch  floorished ;  an^  re- 

E resented  them   as   toe   only'  crowne^ 
eads  who  were  eitl^er  men  of  learning 
themselveSy  or  encboragers  of  literature.  - 

*  Thomas,  sfloon4  lord  Lytfeltoa.  He  was 
bom  Janusry  SO,  1744.  He  suoceeded  bis  f^. 
Iher  in  1773.'  *«  With  great  abilities,  ffenerally 
very  ill  applied;  with  a  strong  sense  of  reli-' 
gion,  which  he  nevet*  soiTered  fs  bfluenoe  hie 


roost  select  societic«,  be  chose  to  pas  bis  tioie. 


for  the  most  part,  with  the  most  (iroflifcate  m^ 
abaodoDed  of^both  sexes.  Solitude  was  to  Kim 
the  most  insupportable  tormentj  and  fe  baolsV 
refleetioA,  he  flew  to  corfipsny  wboto  W  die^ 
splsed  and  ridiculed.  His  condaet  was  a'  sub-'' 
jeet  of  bitter  regret  both  to  bis  falbe^  and  all' 
his  fmnds."  He  died  Nov.  27,  t779,  in  Mr 
Setbycar.  SeeBrydgcs'fiiogiipbicaiP^s^e^' 
vol.Cp«d01.  "^ 

<«  His  death  is  said  to  have  been  very  eztrs^ 
ordinary.  He  supposed  that  he  sijw  in  si  dreadl^ 
a  vision  of  a  young  woman  dressed  io  white 
who  told  him  that  his  dissolatiuh  ^oold  take 
place  in  three  dsys.  The  third  d^y  arrived,'^ 
and  his  kurdship,  engaged  in  a  convivial  parly* 
of  friends,  observed  lucularly  that  be  thoughC 
he  should  jockey  the  ghost,  a  few  minutes" 
after  which  he  was  seiz«l  with  a  saddeb  fsint^ 
ness,  and  beinj^  removed,  to  hiabed,  liever  rbatt^ 
again."    Leropriere.  ,     » 

"Whenl  mentioned  Thomas,  lord  Lyttel-^ 
ton*s  vlslda,  the  pred1t!fion  of  the  dmeoFhU" 
death,  and  itsexaet  fiirfiltAent'.'JoAnida."'' I; 
•  beard  H  with  niy  own'ear^;  f^om  his  under. 
BosweirsLlf#  of  Johnson. 


rtiy ' 


\ 


U  GEORGE  tIL 


1003] 

The  Bishop  of  CartUle  made  use  of  si- 
milar arguments  with  those  of  lord  Cam- 
den against  the  property ;  and  concluded 
by  wishing,  that  an  act  miglit  be  brought 
to  give  authors  and  booksellers  an  equita- 
ble space  of  time  for  their  works  and  no 
longer. 

Lord  Effingham  rose  last,  and  begged 
to  urge  tiie  liberty  of  the  press,  as  the 
strongest  argument  against  this  property ; 
adding,  that  a  despotic  minister,  hearing 
of  a  pamphlet  which  might  strike  at  his 
measures,  may  buy  the  cop^,  and  by 
printing  20  copies,  secure"  it  his  own, 
and  by  that  means  the  public  would  be  de- 
prived of  the  most  interestinff  information. 
Lrord  Mansfield  did  not  spec^. 

Ordered,  That  the  Decree  be  reversed 
irithout  costs  of  suit. 

List  of  those  noblemen  who  divided  on 
tbe  above  question  for  reversing  the  De» 
cree :  dukes  of  Roxburgh,  Bolton ;  earls 
of  Denbigh,  Gower,  Sandwich,  Spencer, 
Radnor,  Jersey,  Northington,  Oxford, 
Abercom  ^Loudoo,  Roseberry ;  viscounts 
Say  and  Sele,  Weymouth,  Falmouth; 
lords  Camden,  Ravensworth,  Montague ; 
bishops  of  St.  Asaph,  Litchfield  and  Co- 
ventry.—  For  confirming  tlie  Decree: 
dukes  of  Northumberland,  Portland; 
marquis  of  Rockingham ;  earls  of  Carlisle, 
Fitzwilliam;  viscounts  Dudley,  Torring- 
ton;  lords  Bruce,  Lyttelton;  archbishop 
Of  Canterbury;  bishop  of  Chester. 

Proceedings  in  the  Commons  against  the 
heverend  John  Home  Jar  a  libdupon  the 
Speaker J^l^  February  ?•  Sir  Edward' 
Astlev  presented  a  Petition  from  Thomas 
De  Cfrey,  esq.,  lord  of  the  manor  of  Tot- 
tington,  in  the  county  of  Norfolk,  and  of 
■everai  owners  and  proprietors  of  lands 
within  the  parish  of  TotUngton ;  setting 
forth.  That  there  are,  within  the  said  pa- 
rish, several  common  lands,  &c.  belongmg 
to  the  petitioners,  which,  in  their  present 
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state,  are  inconveniently  situated,  and  b* 
jsapable  of  any  considerable  iroprovemeot; 
and  that,  if  the  same  were  divided,  and 
allotted  to  all  persons  interested  therein, 
the  same  woula  be  greatly  improved :  and 


*  A  very  incorrect  aceoant  of  the  above 
ProceediagB  has  recently  appeared  in  a  work 
intituled,  •*  Memoirs  of  John  Home  Tooke, 
by  Alexander  Stephens,  esq.  of  the  hononri|ble 
society  of  the  Middle  Temple."  As  the  author 
professes  to  have  received  his  information  from 
Mr.  Home  Tooke  himself,  this  is  not  a  little 
surprising.  It  will,  however,  be^een,  upon  a 
slight  comparison  of  Mr.  Stephens's  narrative, 
VI  itb  Mr.  Home's  Letter  to  sir  Fletoher  Norton 
and  also  with  the  Journals  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  that  the  Dialogue,  given  In  volume 
1,  p.  4S4,  between  Mr.  Horneand  Mr.  William 
T«ukp,  minute  and  circumstantial  as  it  is,  could 
never  have  tuken  place,  (a.  p.  1813.) 


therefore  praying,  that  leave  may  be  giten 
to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  dividing  ana  iodosiog 


the  said  lands. — Leave  was  accon 
given. ' 

Sir  Edward  Astley  also  presented  a  Pe- 
tition from  William  Tooke,  esq.,  a  pro- 
prietor of  lands  in  the  parish '  of  Tot- 
tington,  taking  notice  of  the  application  in 
the  preceding  Petition,  and  setting  forth, 
That  the  petitioner,,  and  a  great  part  of 
the  owners  and  proprietors  of  lands  witbia 
the  said  parish,  nave  not  consented  to  the 
above  application,  and  which,  theybive 
reason  to  oelieve,  b  solely  intended  for  the 
great  gain  and  emolument  of  Thomas  De 
Grey,  esq.,  who  hath  already  made  muj 
encroachments  upon  the  comQioos  of  the 
said  parish,  in  violation  of  the  lawful  righti 
and  estates  of  the  petitioner  and  abet 
owners  of  lands,  which  encroachmeots,  tbo 
petitioner  ^prebends,  will  be  urged  as  a 
claim  to  a  much  larger  proportion,  in  the 
proposed  allotments,  than  the  sakl  Thomas 
De  Grey  would  otherwise  be  entitled  to; 
and  that  the  petitioner  is  informed,  oo 
previous  public  notice  has  been  given  for 
a  meeting  of  the  proprietors  and  ownm 
of  lands  within  the  said  parish,  as  ia  usd 
on  similar  occasions ;  and  therefore  pray- 
ing, that  a  sufficient  and  convenient  time 
may  be  granted  to  the  petitioner,  and  the 
other  owners  dnd  proprietors  of  lawk 
within  the  said  parish,  to  be  prepared  aod 
ready  to  make  good  their  objections  to  the 
jaaid  Petition ;  and  that  the  disputed  rigbu 
of  commons,  between  the  said  Tbooiai 
De  Grey,  and  the  petitioner 'and  otber 
owners  of  land  within  the  said  parish,  oa/ 
be  first  duly  settled  and  determined  by  > 
lury,  according  to  the  laws  of  the  land, 
before  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill; 
and  assuring  the  House,  that  there  ahaB 
be  no  delay,  on  the  part  of  the  petitioner, 
in  brinffing  the  saia  encroachments  and 
usurpations  of  the  said  Thomas  De  Gn^> 
to  a  speedy,  find,  legal  issue.— Ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

Feb.  10.  Sir  Edward  AsUcypf«cntrf 
the  Bill  to  enable  Thomas  De  Grev  to  d^ 
vide  and  inclose  the  common  fields  ^^ 
lands  within  the  parish  of  Tottington.  ^^ 
thp  modon,  that  it  be  read  s  finj  ^"f; 
Mr.  Sawbridge  moved,  that  Mr.  Tod^ 
Petition  might  be  again  read.  Itwai'^ 
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«ccordmgly.  The  Speaker  then  put  the 
questioni  that  the  Bui  be  now  read  a  first 
time. 

Mr.  Sawhidge.  The  Bill  now  proposed 
to  be  read  has  been,  in  a  very  unprece- 
dented manner^  brought  into  Uie  House ; 
a  public  notice  by  advertisement,  usual  on 
such  occasions,  being  omitted.  This,  with 
the  rights  of  several  intitled  to  common  on 
the  lands  intended  to  be  inclosed,  as  well 
as  these  rights  being  now  in  a  course  of 
l^gal  issue,  make  it,  in  my  opinion,  ex- 
tremely improper  for  the  House  to  inter- 
fere. I  snail  dierefore  move,  that  the 
word  *  now*  be  left  out,  and  ^  this  day 
ibc  months'  be  put  in  its  stead. 

Mr.  De  Qrey.  The  gentleman  who  has 
caused  this  counter  petition  to  be  present- 
ed, was  informed  by  me,  before  he  pur« 
chased  the  estate  on  which  he  founds  his 
present  dairo,  that  the  lands  in  question 
were  meant  to  be  enclosed.  His  property 
Aofc^  not  amount  to  more  than  40  acres, 
nor  that  of  all  the  rest  to  above  as  much 
more ;  whereiBtt^  nine-tenths  of  the  whole 
pariah  belong  to  me.  I  am  charged  with 
encroaching  on  other  people's  property, 
for  which  i  can  safely  affirm  there  is  not 
the  least  foundation.  If  there  be  a  sylla- 
ble of  truth  in  it,  1  am  willing  to  forego 
every  advantage  1  might  derive  from  the 
Bill.  It  is  an  attack  upon  my  honour  and 
reputation,  which,  if  the  facts  stated  be 
true,  must  indeed  be  stripped  te  the  very 
stump. 

Mr.  SaxoMdge.  I  had  not  the  least  de- 
aim  to  reflect  on  the  hon.  gentleman 
when  I  ma^e  the  motion,  nor  can  I  see 
the  force  of  the  conclusion  he  would  draw 
from  it.  I  never  understood,  that  when 
gentlemen  difiered  about  property,  and 
trusted  their  claims  to  legal  decision, 
that  either  party  sufered  in  thdr  charac- 
terSy  whatever  they  might  when  too  fre- 
gently  engaged  m  litigations  and  dis- 
putes. 

The  Bill  was  read  a  first,  and  ordered  to 
be  read  aaecond  time  on  the  22nd. 

Feb.  10.  Mr.  Sawbridge  presented 
Knottier  Petition  from  Mr.  Todce,  set- 
ting forth,  That  he  having  been  in- 
Ebrmed,  that  application  was  mtended 
to  be  made  to  inclose  lands  in  the 
pariah  of  Tottington,  and  apprehendinff 
that  such  inclosupe  would  be  prejudiciu 
ra  hicB,  he  has  dready  petitioned  the 
House  lelative  thereto;  and  that  the  pe- 
itioner  is  tpformed,  that  a  Bill  for  such  in- 
doaure  has*  been  pres^ted :  iind  therefore 


praying,^  that  he  may  be  heard,  by  his 
counsel,  upon  his  said  former  Petition, 
against  the  said  BiU,  and  that  the  same 
may  not  pass  into  a  law.-^Ordered  to  lie 
upon  the  table,  until  the  Bill  be  read  a 
second  time ;  and  that  the  petitioner  be 
then  heard,  by  his  counsel,  against  the  said 
Bill,  if  he  thinks  fit.  Also,  that  counsel 
be  admitted  to  be  heard,  at  the  same  time^ 
in  favour  of  the  said  Bill,  against  the  said 
Petition. 

Feb.  1 1.  The  Speaker  did  not  take  the 
chair  till  af^er  three  o'clock,  although  the 
House  was  very  full,  upwards  of  800  mem- 
bers being  present. 

The  Speaker  made  a  short  apology  for 
not  taking  the  chair  sooner,  and  craved 
the  indulgence  of  the  House  to  be  heard 
for  a  few  moments. 

r  am  very  loth,  he  said,  to  take  up  the 
time  of  the  House  with  any  matter  that 
relates  only  to  myself;  but  I  have  been 
charffed  with  a  crime,  which,  if  true,  I 
should  be  unworthy  of  the  honourable  seat 
I  now  occupy,  or,  Indeed,  of  sitting  within 
these  walls.  If  it  was  only  persomdscur* 
rility,  or  even  general  cnarges,  I  should 
not  trouble  this  House ;  I  should  look  on 
them  equally  unworthy  your  notice  and 
mme ;  but  it  relates  to  a  matter  whioh  it 
supposed  to  have  passed  here,  and  that, 
too,  in  the  very  honourable  station  1  now 
fill.  What  makes  it  stilLmore  serious  is» 
that  it  refers  to  a  series  of  facts,  which,  as 
connected  with  my  present  situation,  could 
not  have  happenea  without  my  knowledge,  ^ 
and  which,  I  can  affirm  solemnly,  I  am  to- 
tally a  stranger  to,  further  than  the  general 
transient  knowledge  I  may  have  of  matters 
of  a  similar  nature.  It  is  a  letter  in  a  pub^ 
lie  paper  of  this  day  signed  *'  Strike,  but  , 
Hear,*'*  published  by  H.  S.  WoodfalU 

*  ThefbUowiag  is  a  copy  of  the  said  Lsl« 


ler : 


**  For  the  Poblic  Advertiser. 


**  Te  Sir  Fletcher  Norton,  Knight,  Speaker  of 
the  House  of  Gomnnons.* 

**  Sir ;  it  was  the  complaint  of  a  predecessor 
of  yours  of  ballj^ing  memory,  that  '  the  pooc 
*  aouses  Of  the  times  wanted  countenance/—^ 
You  are  determined  that,  as  far  as  yonr  art 
and  power  can  extend,  (and  in  your  situation 
they  extend  very  fak*)  no  similar  complaint  shall 
be  made  in  our  da^s.  Almost  every  passage 
of  your  life  wpold  justify  me  in  thb  assertion. 
But  I  am  led  to  it  more  particularly  at  present 
by  your  conduct  in  the  House  of  Commons 
last  nonday,  in  most  scandalous  flolation  of  the 


iOiyfy       14  GEORGE  ni.  *      proceedings  in  the  Cmnunu  againd  the       [1008* 


Without,  entering  into  the  sabstance  of  the 
whole  of  its  contents,  it  charges  me  with  a 
predilection  fpr  Mr.  De  Grey»  in  the  pro- 
gress ,of  the  Totiington  inclosing  Bill; 
^an  which  nothing  could  be  more  remote 
j^rom  my  intention.    I  do  not  so  much  aa 


dsDif^rous  trust  reposed  in  the  Speaker  bjr  that 
too  easy  and  too  io«tteotive  House. 

'*  Perhaps,  Sir,  you  may  beat  a  loss  to  sfaeas 
what  circumstance  1  allude  to :  for  God  only 
who  knows  (and  indeed  seems  alone  to  regara 
tbem)  can  tell  bow  many  tiicks  of  die  taine 
kind  yea  are  daily  practising.  I  will  there- 
fore inform  ^ou.  I  mean  your  shameful  be* 
ha? iour  to  sir  Edward  Astley,  asd4o  tbe  wbple 
^ouse  of  Commons,  when  he  would  have  pre- 
sented two  petitions  to  tbe  House.  I  say* 
wbep  be  would  have  presented  them  to  the 
House :  for  you  contrived  to  prevent  that,  and 
to  have  tbem  presented  only  to  yourself. 
Though  yon  neeo  not  information,  I  wilt  men- 
tion the  dreamstanoes:  for,  though  I  address 
this  letter  to  jov^  it  is  evident  from  its  con* 
tpnta  that  my  inientioB  is  to  expoae  you  by  in 
mrmiog  others. 

<«Tbif  laijgni^e,  sir  Fletcher,  does  not 
guard  nor  dissemble*  I  m^n  to  give  yon 
every  advantage  by  my  words :  for  I  am  de- 
iirouB  to  kQOw^  though  at.  my  own  peril,  at 
what  staffe  of  political  destfuction  this  conotry* 
IS  arrived;  aiid  whether  those  who  dare  lie 

eilty  of  the  most  infamous  practices,  dare  vet 
their  own  voluntary  act  mvite  their  pubtie 
i|dtorious  canirass.  Montesqulea  has  some- 
Sfhere  observed,  that  nations  often  remi^n  Free 
by  the  spirit,  long  after  the  principles  of  their 
constitution  are  oestroyed.  That  our  constitu- 
tion and  all  the  rememes  it  afibrded  us  ajrains/ 
•ppression  are  gone,  I  know.*  Mow,  Sir,  I 
want  to  see,  by  the  steps  yon  may  think  proper 
ia  take  with  this  libel  {for  I  acknowledge  it 
web,  if  troth  can  be  so)  whether  yon  imagitae 
that  the  spirit  is  "fled  also ;  and  that  the  tioie  ia 
]i|iw  conie  when  government  osay  pmU  off  the 
mask*  and  tell  us  plainly  that  they  will  qq 
longer  indulge  us  wiih  the  privilege  we  have 
fw  fome  time  past  enjoyed  only  at  their  dis- 
cretion, the  miserable  privilege  of  Ferillus*s 
tortured,  to  complain. 

«<  Bat,  t9  the  feet, 

«'  On  the  6th  of  last  month,  Mr.  Tooke,  a 
tentleman  of  Norlblk,  vru  informed  by  a  note 
Ironti  Mr.  Edward  Barwell,  one  of  the  clerks  of 

as  House  of  Commons,  that  be  expected 
prtly  to  receive  from  Mr.  De  Grey,  one  of 
the  qsi^mbers  for  Norfolk,  a  petiliiVB  to  the 
Qffuse  of  CIpmipons  for  leave  tq.bring  in  a  Bill 
for.iQ9lofcing,.ei^c.  certain. i;ommon  lands. in  a 
parish^yv here  Mr,  Tooke  had  an  estate.  Which. 
Detjtion  Ujlr.  parwell  prpqiused  Mr.  To«ke 
abi^uld  Sjse  before  It  .was  present^  This , was 
the  jBrst  notice  of  an  intention  of  any  applica- 
tion tojpa^liaip^nt..  , 

^^.  V  On  S^piay  J*e  «3rJl  Mr.T9*c  r«i*lF^,  at 
bsiheiisemlamy,  anote  from  Mr.  Barwell 


know  the  gentleman  alluded  to,  further 
than  seeing  him  In  this  House ;  and  for 
his  brother  the  Chief  Justice,  who  is  one 
of  the  parties  to  the  Billt  I  am  sure  1  bare 
not  the  least  personal  intercourse  with 
him.    I  can  with  justice  say,  that  as  we& 

inclosing  a  copy  of  the  intended  peiitioo ;  id 
which  the  chiefjnstice  likewise  jomed.  Tbii 
petition  was  to  be  presented  tbe  verv  next  lUj. 

««  At  this  short  notice  Mr.  Tooke  came  to 
town  on  Monday  morning  early  $  prpptftd 
.hastily* a  onyoter petition;  ami  waited  war 
Edward  Attley,  bis  reprcaentative,  requcslii| 
him  to  deliver  it. 

**  Sii;  Edward,  with  his  naval  regard  to  jn- 
tioe,  impartiality  and  honour,  <»nfented  te  if- 
liver  it ;  in  the  same  manner  as  be  bad  pre- 
vioufily  consented  to  deliver  ^  his  onlleaffue  Mr. 
De  6rey*s  petition :  that  so  the  House  mi^ht 
take  them  both  into  consideration  tnfrHher. 
But  not  presuming  hirosell'  sofficieotiy  ic- 
qnainted  with  the  little  fomii  and  oereomia 
of  the  Hoose,  he  informed  the  Speaker  of  ike 
drcumstanee ;  and  desired  to  know  wbclto 
he  (air  Edward)  could  with  propriety  prcMil 
two  petitions  which  were  directly  oppoMteti 
each  other.  Sir  Fletcher  affected  to  ibink  it 
▼ery  unusual,  improper  and  extraordiudry. 
Aud  indeed  it  is  probable  sir  Fletcher  did  ibisl^ 
it  extraordinary  tbat  there  should  still  be  IfAia 
the  House  a  man  so  impartial,  just  and  diuB- 
terested  as  to  present  two  petitions  affsctiss  ^ 
property  of  hia  constituent*,  wllbout  ukisg 
part  on  either  side. 

**  Sir  ]l^dward  however  persevered  io  ike 
line  of  his  doty,  and  Tery  properly  romiDiuii- 
cated  to  the  relations  of  Mr.  De  Grey  i*^ 
was  himself  in  Norfolk)  the  conteoU  of  Mr. 
Tooke's  counter- petition ;  that  they  roigbt  vA 
be  surprised  even  by  him  whom  they  bad 
meant  to  surprtae,  nor  have  any  pretence » 
reproach  sir  Edward  with  bewg  de6ciest  a- 
wards  jthem  even  io  the  luinoiest  noadilis- 

««  When  Mr.  De  Grey's  relaiiooa  sav  Mr* 
Tooke*s  counter  petition,  they  were  oiottf*** 
bably  shocked  themselves  at  the  glarioi;  k^ 
in  which  the  injustice' of  their  own  aiteop* 
was  placed  by  it.  They  therefore  witbdrf* 
their  petition ;  and  soon  af^er  framed  snoiber. 
And  on  tbe  Sod  of  this  month,  Mr.  Tooke  ini 
favoured  by  Mr.  Baitwell  with  a  copy  sTtw 
new  petition  ;  which  was  directed  to  be  deb- 
vered  en  Friday  tbe  4tb. 

^*  Mr.  Tooke  .was  therefore  again  Ibreed,  a 
this  short  notice,  to.  come  to  town  ami  prei»|* 
a  new  counter-petition.  Accordingly  «>  ^J* 
Friday  sir  Edward  would  have  presented  ib< 
two  petitions ;  but  the  Speaker  «*PpH-*'JJ5 
and  was  then  of  opinion  that  petition^  oMhit 
particular  kind  should  be  presented  ia  a  mkt 
House.  Sir  Edward  acquiesced  to  the  rcsiMij 
and  the  fbllowinc  Monday,  the  ftb,  wai«iM 
oi»  by  Mr.  De  Grey  fbr  cieKveiioflr  his  pecitio*i 
dMiaring  that  he  wonU  himaalC  cMae  f^m 
Norfolk^  and  be  present  at  iu  ddirciy-  Ac- 
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on  thify  88  every  other  occasion  of  the  same 
Icindy  I  have  ever  acted  with  the  strictest 
impartiality ;  nor  does  any  thing  rest  on 
my  mind  relative  to  the  matter,  but  that  I 
thought  yesterday,  as  it  was  litigated, 
counsel  should  be  permitted  to  be  heard  at 

cordingly  on  Monday  last  sir  Edward  offered 
tbeiD  both  together  to  the  House,  with  that 
modesty  which,  though  it  ^doeg  him  honour, 
yet  gif  es  such  meo  as  sir  Fletcher  Norton  the 
advantage  he  took  of  it. 

**  *  Tliis  is  very  extraordinary,'  said  sir 
Fletcher ;  *  Could  the  genlleman  ask  you  to 

*  delirer  bis  counter- petition  ?'  *  Did  the  gentle- 

*  roan  ask  you  to  du  it  ?'  *  Ob,  oh !  Well,  it  is 

*  very  extraordinary.*  *  You  must  brinijr  tbem 

*  up  then.    But  bring  the  first  petition  first.' 

**  Mr.  De  Grey's  petition  was  then  received ; 
and  some  members  crying  out,  *  Hear,  bear,' 
and  one  part  of  the  House  beginning  to  give 
-attention ;  the  Speaker  turned  round  to  tbem, 
and  said  aloud,  *  It  is  only  a  common  petition 

*  for  a  common  inclosure ;'  upon  which  wilful 
falabood  and  premeditated  trick  of  the  Speaker, 
the  Houat*  (as  is  usual  when  mere  matters  of 
cour<>e  are  going  forward,  only  preparatory  to 
the  busiof'ss  of  the  House)  began  talking 
again,  and  beard  no  more.  The  moment  Mr. 
De  Grey's  Petition  was  read,  the  Speaker  in- 
stantly muttered  in  a  low  voice,  and  as  hastily 
as  possible,  'All  you  that  are  for  the  ques- 

*  lion,  say  Aye ;  all  you  that  are  acrainst  it, 
'  Bay  No ;  the  Ayes  have  it.  Now  bring  up 
« tbe  other.' 

**  Mr.  De  Grey's  Petition  being  thus  smug- 
gled  upon  the   House  by  the  .Speaker,  aiid 
the  whole  business  decided  by  him,  (without  j 
one  single  member  liavin|<  said  Aye  or  No  ; 
and  without  any  one  of  tbem  being  aware  of  i 
it    or  knowing  it)   the  counter  petition  was  | 
then  read  over  (vuch  is  the  Speaker's  regard 
to  forms  and  common  sense)  against  the  pass-  | 
ioip  of  that  question  \«bich  was  already  passed.  | 
Aud  this  petition  against  the  doing  what  was  | 
already  done,  was  nevertheless  ordered  by  tbe 
Speaker  to  lie  upon  tbe  table.    Very  good 
seose  and  great  hooesty  in  your  occasional 
pretended  forms,    sir    Fletcher  !■.         .*  You 

*  cannot  present  a  counter-petition  first    It  is 

*  ionproper  to  give  the  petition  and  counter- 

*  petition  together:  and  it  is  too  late  to  give 

*  the  counter  petition  afterwards.' — Indeed  ! 
this  puts  one  m  mind  of  the  witty  advice  of 
sir  P.  Bacon  concerning  tbe  proper  age  to 
marry  :  «  A  young  man  not  yet ;  an  old  man 

*  never.' 

**  But,  sir  Fletcher, .  you  must  answer  for 
this  conduct  to  the  House,  if  their  spirit  is 
equal  to  the  surprize  and  indignation  of  some 
or  the  members  who  knew  the  contents  of  the 
two  petitions,  and  Intended  to  speak  to  them  ; 
but  wbo  by  their  surprize  and  modesty  were 
preventeil  (when  they  found  too  late  what  was 
done)  from  calling  the  Speaker  to  an  imme- 
diate account  for  his  coodlict.  . 

[VOL.  XVlf.] 


the  second  reading.  As  to  the  rest,  I 
trust  to  the  recollection  of  the  gentlemen 
immediately  concerned  in  the  transaction. 
Sir  Edward  Astley^  who  presented  both 
the  petitions,  spoke  for  a  considerable 
time,  but  so  low,  that  it  was  impossible 

**  The  petition  of  Mr.  De  Grey  and  his  bro- 
ther the  chief  justice  (whose  conduct  in  a 
series  of  tricking  and  high  handed  injustice 
shall  be  hereaAer  fully  examined)  was  thus 
smuggled  through  the  House  on  Monday  the 
7th.  The  Bill  will  he  read  for  tbe  first  time 
on  Thursday  the  lOth,  fur  the  second  time  on 
Monday  the  14tb,  and  finally  passed  on  Mon- 
day  tbe  21st  of  this  month. 

"  And  thus,  with  the  connivance  of  such  a 
Speaker,  may  the  rights  and  property  of  any 
private  gentleman  in  this  kingdom,  lie,  in  a 
fortnight,  transferred  to  another  by  the  House 
of  Commocis  even  without  its  own  know- 
ledge; whilst  the  lawful,  unoffending  owner 
may  be  on  a  voyage  to  the  continent,  or  even 
on  a  journey  to  Yorkshire,  and  find  on  his 
return  his  lands  and  property  exchanged  and 
transferred  ;  without,  having  any  notice  or  sus- 
picion of  the  attempt,  till  after  it  has  taken 
place.    These  are  the  fscts. 

**  And  now,  sir  Fletcher,  I  return  to  you. 
Do  you  thiuk  it  improper  that  the  representa- 
tive of  a  county,  having,  according  to  his  duty 
promised  to  present  a  |>etition  for  one  person^ 
should  likewise  present  a  petition  for  another ; 
and  thus,  as  far  as  he  can,  give  lioth  an  oppor- 
tunity of  equal  justice,  hy  affording  his  weight 
and  conntc'iiahce  to  neither,  till  the  merits 
shall  have  been  heard,  and  justice  determined 
him  ? 

**  What,  not  if  he  is  totally  unacquainted 
with  the  merits  of  either  petition  ? 

**  What,  not  if  the  first  requires  some  bene- 
fit, in  which  another  man's  property  is  con- 
cerned,  to  be  granted  him  hy  parliament  (who 
are  the  guardians  of  rights,  not  the  dispensers 
of  favours  or  tbe  deciders  of  particular  cattsrs  ;) 
whilst  the  second  petitioner  asks  no  favour,  but 
barely  requests  that  his  property  may  not  be 
taken  from  him  ? 

"  What,  not  if  the  representative  has  reason 
to  suspect  that  the  first  petition  may  be  unrea- 
sonable ? 

«  What,  not  if  he  even  knows  that  the  first 
request  is  an  injustice  ? 

**  Since  when,  sir  Fletcher,  has  the  first  ap« 
plyer  had  this  advantage,  in  your  opinion, 
over  all  that  come  after  ?  It  is  well  known 
that  after  having  received  fees  for  your  venal 
tongue,  when  it  was  openly  let  out  for  hire, 
yoB  did  not  always  faithfully  observe  this 
rule. 

*'  But  you  say  it  is  unusual  and,  extraordi- 
nary !  You  know  the  contrary,  and  that  it  is 
frequently  done*;  almost  every  sessions ;  cer- 
tainly in  the  last,  and  in  the  present.  You 
know,  not  to  mention  others,  that  the  petitions 
concerning  the  Selby  navigation,  now  depend- 

[8T] 
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to  hear  distinctly  what  he  aaid.  He  how- 
ever denied  all  the  facts  charged  in  the 
letter,  and  concluded  with  asserting,  that 
there  could  not  be  the  least  partiulty  in 
the  Speaker,  as  the  whole  business  was 
transacted  in  the  usual  form. 

Mr.  Saxabrid&.  The  only  knowledge 
I  had  of  this  business  was  on  the  day  when 
thehon.  gentleman  who  spoke  last  pre- 
sented Mr.  De  Grey's  petition,  who  was 
at  the  same  time  solicited  to  present  that 
from  Mr.  Tooke.  I  then  thought  it  some- 
what extraordinary,  that  the  same  person 

ing,  were  delivered  for  both  sides  by  the  same 
person. 

**  But  a  grosser  Iklsbood  than  this  was  coo- 
UliD^d  ID  your  artful  question  to  sir  Edward, 
-^*  Did  the  gentleman  ask  you  to  deliver  his 

*  counter  oetitioo  P'  You  knew  he  did ;  and 
that  sir  Edward  not  only  told  you  so,  but  con- 
sulted you  upon  it.  How  dared  you  to  insult 
tbe^  honest  member  and  mock  the  House, 
whilst  you  were  ensnaring  and  prejudidng 
thetan  by  such  a  question  P  If  sir  £dward  had 
nbt  eObsulted  yOu  upon  it  before,  yet  .he  had 
told  you,  the  very  preceding  moment,  that  he 
was  desired  so  to  do.  But  if  he  had  not  said 
so,  was  the  information  necessary  P  Do  mem- 
bers of  that  House  present  petitions  in  other 
men's  names  without  being  asked  by  tbemP 
And  yet  bad  you  the  assurance  twice  to  repeat 
the  same  false  question  with  a  sneer.  Perhaps, 
With  ydur  usual  modesty,  of  chicane,  yoU  will 
ahswer  that  a  question  cannot  contain  a  falshood. 
Let  this  instauce  confound  such  mean  subter- 
fuge :  your  question  conveyed  intelligibly,  to 
those  who  heard  it,  that  you  knew  not  the  fact 
of  which  you  asked  to  be  informed.  And  the 
real  motive  of  vour  question  wais,  to  cast  before- 
hand a  ridicule  and  prejudice  both  upon  him 
who  made  and  him  who  presented  the  counter- 
petition. 

<<  But  your  last  declaration  was  a  falshood. 
Whose  motive  should  degrade  you  from  the 
chair.  Ton  knew  the  substance  of  both  the 
petitions,  and  the  uncommon  circumstances 
Which  attended  them..  And  because  you  knew 
they  were  not  common,  and  were  fearful  that 
theu*  UDCommonness  should  alarm  the  House; 
in  order  to  defeat  the  counter- petitioner  of  even 
a  hearing,  and  to  prevent  the  attention  of  the 
House,  you  had  the  baseness  to  declare  aloud, 
that  *  It '  was  only  a  common  petition  for  a 

*  common  indosure.' — If  to,  why  did  you  on 
Friday  direct  sir  Edward  to  delay  it  for  a  fuller 
House  P 

"  However,  your  tricks  succeeded.  The 
House  took  their  Speaker's  word  :  heard  net  a 
iittle  of  what  passed :  and,  as  a  mere  matter  of 
the  most  common  and  irifling  form,  suffered 
you  to  pass  (by  yourself,  without  their  know- 
ing even  that  the  question  was  put,  and  with- 
out one  single  Ay<t  or  No  being  f^ven  oin  the 
•ccasido)  a  l^oestion  ooaowning  private  pro- 


should  present  both,  as  orie  prayed  fbr  the 
bringing  in  a  Bill  which  the  other  prayed 
shotud  not  be  brought  in.  As  to  (he  pan 
I  took  yesterday  in  this  business,  it  was 
merely  on  an  application  made  to  hie  the 
preceding  day,  on  account  of  the  mem- 
ber's absence  in  the  country  who  wbi  to 
have  spoke  to  it.  On  neither  day  did  I 
perceive  any  foundation  for  the  charge 
now  made.  If  I  had  imagined  that  the 
hon.  member  against  whom  the  letter  al- 
luded to  is  directed,  had  been  guilty  of 


perty,  without  the  smallest  pretence  of  publie 
benefit  or  donveuience ;  ejtcept  perhaps  tint 
as  the  consequence  to  Mr.  Ue  Grey  will  k 
near  a  thousand  a  year  profit^  it  may  save  the 
ministry  the  expenoe  of  a  pension;  aodsme 
as  a  pt'ecedent  to  confer  similar  rewards  on  tiM 
creatures  of  the  court  at  the  ezpence  of  dieko* 
nest  country  getatlemeri  who  oppose  them. 

«  Sir,  I  will  venture  to  say  that  a  Spsihr 
who  knew  the  circumstances,  as  you  dM, 
would  have  b^en  a  traitor  to  the  trust  repoiri 
in^him  by  that  House,  if  be  had  suffered  sach 
an  afiiiir  to  pass  over  without  calling  for  their 
attention  to  what  was  doing.  Bat  if,  u  jFW 
did,  he  should  divert  that  attention,  which 
th^  were  ready  and  beginning  to  give ;  iid 
should  by  an  explicit,  wilful  falsfaoail,  like 
yours,  direct  them  itot  to  attend  to  it ;— sseb  t 
Speaker  should  be  punished  with  more  thai 
degrfidation.  Althdugh  by  so  knavish  a  m- 
nagement  he  had  contrived,  contrary  lo  jts- 
tice,  to  confer  a  Yav«rair  on  a  creature  of  aduu- 
nistration,  the  brother  of  a  chief  justice,  sad  t 
connection  of  lord  Boston. 

'*  Sir,  I  am  free  to  ad^nowledge  that  soeh 
language  as  this  I  hold  to  you,  and  is  such  a 
disreputable  channel,  should  not  in  a  poM 
nation  be  suffered  even  to  a  private  iodividBil, 
much  less  to  the  first  great  offioer  of  the 
people.  But,  alas !  we  are  not  a  pdieed  oi- 
tion ;  for  the  laws  have  hist  their  edge  in- 
wards the  guilty,  and  are  no  longer  the  nfiip 
of  the  innocent.  You  are  not  the  officer  of  the 
people ;  for  though  you  bear  that  reepeeled 
and  awful  name,  yet  yoomelf  Snd  aB  others 
know  that  yon  owe  your  sStuafiOn  to  the  eo^ 
nipt  influence  of  that  accUr^ed  plan  of  power, 
whieh  ba^  left  us  no  right  but  that  of  hsMsts- 
tion.  This  right  I  Will  freely  exerriseia  this 
country,  until  the  tongue  Shall  dsave  to  the 
roof  of^my  mouth.  AH  sorts  of  pmisbmeati  I 
know,  are  at  the  discre^n  of  your  ehipM»yfl*  t 
and,  according  to  their  iancy  or  policyi  they 
Win,  when  they  ploase,  Ittfiiet  it  But  I  ihill 
^ink  mysdf  vvell  rewarded,  if  I  ess  oaly 
awaken  from  their  l^irgy  some  lew  hoaeit 
members  of  Cfae  House  of  dommsn*,  to  #stcB 
over  the  WiehedAess  which  ydn  Si^daiy  per* 
petrating  under  the  pretence  of  fsrtn. 

"  And  wtatfei^  hoj^peus  fo  myieU;  I  «w 
with  the  patient  Gredk  of  old, 

<«  Stei&£— but  0BAB.'' 
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any  partbdttyv  I  diould  not  id  the  least 
have  liesitated  to  have  complained  to  the 
Houae  Muost  him ;  but  I  never  have  bad 
the  leaatfoundation  for  any  such  complaint, 
as  he  hi|8  ainravs  acted  with  idl  the  candour 
I  could  possibly  desire. 

Col.  JenoingSy  and  sir  John  Turner, 
spoke  after  Mr.  Sawbridge,  and  bestowed 
on  sir  Fletcher's  impartiality  the  highest 
encomiums. 

The  Speaker^  The  only  motive  which 
induced  me  to  give  the  House  this  trouble 
being  now  fully  answered,  I  have  no  wish 
that  any  further  notice  should  be  taken  of 
it ;  the  evidence  of  my  innocence,  and  the 
approbation  of  my  conduct,  being  all  1  had 
in  view  when  I  took  up  this  business ;  that 
being  fully  attained,  I  am  perfectly  easy  as 
to  the  scurrility  and  falsehoods  contained 
in  this  scandalous  Ube). 

The  House  was  now  silent  for  the  spiic^ 
of  two  minutesy  and  the  order  of  the  day 
was  going  to  be  read»  whep 

Mi*  Herbert  rose,  and  said,  thatanat«> 
tack  of  such  an  atrocious  nature  upon  the 
character  of  their  Speaker  was  not  to  be 
passed  over  without  manifestly  exposing 
the  privileges  of  the  House  to  the  utmost 
contempt.  He  therefore  moved,  *<  That 
H.  S.  WoodfaU,  the  printer  of  the  Public 
Advertiser,  do  attend  this  House  on  Mon- 
day nexf 

Sir  Jo9eph  MaiaAey  said,  he  should  dis- 
sent from  such  a  motion,  not  through  any 
disrespect tothe  Speaker,  whom  he  thou|;ht 
perfe<kly  innocent  of  the  charge  against 
Jiim,  but  because  it  would  be  productive 
of  much  disturbance,  and  the  same  tu- 
mults that  a  like  order  produced  a  few 
yean  past  would  be^  all  revived  again;  that 
Smt  his  fart,  he  thought  the  tetter  w«b 
written  with  a  view  to  niirt  the  liberty  of 
the  press*  and  set  bis  Majesty  again  at 
variance  with  the  city,  more  than  from 
any  spleen  to  sir  Fletcher.  That  as  sir 
Fleteoer  seemed  satis6ed  with  the  favour- 
able opiaioo  of  the  House,  he  thought  the 
motion  was  needless;  if  sir  Fletcher  was 
net  satisfied,  there  were  our  courts  of  law 
open  to  jdo  him  justice. 

Mr.  Charles  Pox  said,  he  agreed  with 
the  worthy  baronet  that  the  letter  was 
written  with  an  intent  to  hurt  the  liberty 
of  the  press*  for  it  was  full  of  such  flagrant 
falsehoods*  that  no  man  of  sense,  who  read 
it,  could  put  the  least  belief  in  it ;  he  like- 
wise Mre«d  that  it  would  be  productive 
of  bad  eilects ;  but,  was  any  member  of 
that  House,  much  mose  the  Speaker,  to 
be  Uidled  in  so  gross  a  manner*  and  bis 


obliged  to  descend  to  a  law-suit  ?  No  I  he 
hoped  they  would  always  preserve  Uieir 
prerogative,  and  protect  tneiqselves,  for 
It  womd  be  an  absurdity  to  appeal  to  an 
inferior  court  for  protection.  He  asked, 
would  the  cc(urt  of  Xing's-bench  apply  fo/r 
protection  to  the  court  of  Common  Pleas  I 
He  observed  the  hon.  baronet  dreaded  the 
consequences  arisinafrom  the  motion;  he 
said,  because  the  House  were  so  favour* 
able  to  the  printers  the  last  time,  they 
imi^ined  they  had  a  right  to  libel  any 
member,  and  if  the  printers  were  suffered 
to  go  on  at  this  rate,  they  would  next 
claim,  as  one  of  their  privileges,  the  right 
of  libelling  whom  they  pleased ;  that  we 
were  now  warm  in  the  matter,  and  there- 
fore it  was  the  properest  time  to  discuss 
and  go  through  with  it. 

XiOxA  North  said,  he  was  very  well  aware  > 
of  the  consequences  that  wouhl  arise  from 
the  motion ;  out  the  liberty  of  the  presj^ 
had  got  to  such  a  height,  that  some  mear 
sure  must  be  thought  on;  that  he  sup- 
posed the  printer  would  not  obey  the  sum- 
mons; they  must  then  send  their  mes-- 
ser^ger  to  take  him  into  custody;  some 
city  alderman  would  take  up  the  mes* 
seoger,  and  the  next  step  would  be  to  take 
up  Uie  alderman ;  that  tne  alderman  would 
not  mind  going  to  confinement  for  two  or 
three  months,  as  St  would  make  him  popu- 
lar, and  establish  him  a  patriot ;  but  hp 
hoped  the  conduct  of  the  citizens  to  the 
last  aldermen  confined  on  account  of  the 
printers,  would  be  a  qiution  to  any  alder- 
man espousing  their  cause  for  the  future; 
that  one  indeed  preserved  their  esteem^ 
but  the  other,  (Mr.  Oliver)  whom  he 
would  be  bold  to  say  was  as  honest  and 
able  a  maguitrate  as  any  in  the  city,  had 
been  made  the  public  butt  for  ridicule,  by 
the  very  citizens  for  whom  be  had  sutfereo 
confimnnent ;  that  the  courts  of  law  had 
given  it  as  their  opinion,  that  the  Speaker's 
order  to  take  up  a  printer  was  li^al  and 
sufficient,  and  he  hoped  this  matter  would 
now  be  settled,  m  it  must  be  done,  and  the 
sooner  the  better,  otherwise  no  person's 
character  was  safe. 

Mr.  SavAridge  said,  he  did  not  agree 
with  the  boo.  gentleman  (Mr.  Fox]|,  that 
as  «/e  were  now  warm  in  the  affair*  we 
ought  to  go  through  with  it ;  he  thought 
the  most  proper  time  to  discuss  such  busi- 
ness would  be  when  we  were  cool ;  that  if 
sir  Fletcher  was  not  satisfied  (which  till 
Mr.  Herbert  made  his  motion,  he  thought 
he  was)  he  would  be  sure  of  redress 
at  law,  far  we  hed  lately  bad  an  in* 
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stance  of  it.  The  first  lord  of  the  Admi- 
ralty had  ^obtained  2,000^  damages  from 
the  printer  of  the  London  Eyenjng  Post 
for  a  libel  against  him;  that  bb(o  an  al- 
dennan  wishing  to  gain  popularity  by  con- 
finement, he  could  say  nothing  tt> ;  but 
concluded  his  speech  with  these  words :  If 
"this  business  snould  come  before  me,  I 
will  dismiss  the  printer.  I  have  no  hopes 
of  gaining  popularity  or  gratuity  by  so 
doing;  I  cannot  bear  confinement;  I  love, 
liberty,  and  if  I  should  be  taken  into  cus- 
tody, I  should  have  this  consolation/that 
I  am  suffering  for  the  good  of  my  country. 

He  was  replied  to  by  Mr.  Jenkinson, 
who  spoke  nearly  the  same  as  lord  North 
had  done. 

Mr.  DcfrndeifoeU  then  said,  the  noble 
lord  imagined  the  printer  would  not  obe^ 
the  Speaker's  summons :  it  was  his  opi- 
nion the  printer  would ;  and  suppose  he 
should  iliform  them  the  author  of  the  letter 
was  Mr.  Wilkes,  what  would  they  do  to 
him  I  why,  nothing.  That  he  had  a  great 
esteem  for  the  liberty  of  the  press,  but  be 
thought  that  liberty  was  greatly  abused, 
and  hoped  to  see  some  able  regulations 
made  in  it,  but  not  the  liberty  destroyed ; 
'that  he  plainly  foresaw,  unless  some  pro- 
per methods  were  taken  to  correct  those 
abuses,  the  legislature  would  be  obliged, 
in  its  own  defence,  to  destroy  it  entirely, 
let  what  would  be  the  consequence. 

Sir  W.  Meredith  said,  the  author  being 
giveii  up  should  not  exculpate  those  dark 
and  infamous  incendiaries,  printers,  who 
kept  their  presses  open,  and  were  glad  of 
an  opportunity  to  stab  any  man's  charac- 
ter, so  that  it  would  make  their  paper  sell ; 
that  he  looked  upon  printers  to  be  the 
most  libellous  and  unworthy  set  of  men  we 
bad.  Mr.  Herbert's  motion  was  gomg  to 
be  read,  when 

Mr.  Dempster  rose  and  said :  We  are 
talking  of  preserving  our  power;  let  us 
consider  of  what  our  power  consists :  is  it 
not  the  power  of  the  people  ?  Can  we  de- 
stroy their  liberty  without  destroying  our 
own  ?  And  I  look  upon  this  motion  to  be 
levelled  entirely  at  the  greatest  of  blessings 
we  enjoy,  the  liberty  of  the  press ;  a  li- 
berty. Sir,  that  is  the  means  of  our  public 
money  being  expended  so  well  as  it  is;  it 
Iceeps  great  men  honest  through  fear  of 
being  exposed ;  and  those  that  oppress  the 
people  now,  would  oppress  them  ten  times 
more,  were  it  not  for  the  censure  tliey  are 
liable  to  through  this  channel :  the  liberty 
is  abused  I  own;  but  I  think  before  such  a 
motion  was  nmdei  it  would  ha?e  been  pro- 


per for  the  House  to  come  to  a  retolution 
of  your  innocence,  and  let  it  be  recorded 
on  the  Journals.  I  have  no  doubt,  Sir,  of 
your  innocence,  and  the  letter  alluded  to 
being  a  libel ;  but  I  think  we  are  too  pre- 
cipitate in  our  proceedings. 

Mr.  Ward  said,  it  was  an  idle  notion 
the  city  of  London  entertained,  that  the 
Speaker  c(mld  not  comooand  them  to  v^ 
pear.  He  asked,  what  were  their  privi- 
teges  more  than  the  city  of  Worcester,  or 
any  other  city  ?  Had.  they  not  lately  had 
an  instance  of  the  Speaker  summoniog 
people  from  Worcester,  and  had  thej  not 
attended?  He  said,  he  should  like  to  have 
this  matter  finally  determined,  whether 
they  had  an  authority  in  the  city  or  not 
If  their  power  was  to  be  restrained,  he 
would  say  to  them  what  Oliver  Cromwel 
said  to  those  that  filled  their  seats  inhii 
time,  *  You  are  no  parliament.' 

The  House  was  moved.  That  the  entrj 
in  the  Journals,  of  the  20th  of  Novemb^ 
1751,  touching  the  Proceedings  in  rela- 
tion to  Alexander  Murray,  esq.  might  be 
read.  And  the  same  being  read  accord- 
ingly»  the  said  motion  was,  with  lea? e  of 
the  House,  withdrawn. 

Resolved,  nem.  con.  <«  That  the  said 
Letter  to  sir  Fletcher  Norton  is  a  fai^i 
malicious,  and  scandalous  Libel,  highlj 
reflecting  on  the  character  of  the  Sp^f 
of  this  House,  to  the  dishonour  of  this 
House,  and  in  violation  of  the  priTiJegei 
thereof." 

Ordered,  That  H.  S.  Woodfall  printer 
of  the  Public  Advertiser,  do  attend  this 
House  upon  Monday. 

Feb  14.  The  order  of  the  day  being 
read  for  the  attendance  of  H.  S.  Wood* 
fall ;  and  the  House  being  informed  that 
he  attended  accordingly  ;  he  wa>  called 
in  ;  and  «•  The  Public  Advertiser,  Friday, 
February  11,  177  V'  being  shewn  to  him 
at  the  bar,  he  confessed  that  he  printed 
and  published  the  letter  therein  conuioed, 
addressed  to  sir  Fletcher  Norton,  ksight, 
Speaker  of  this  House :  he  added,  <*  I  r^ 
ceived  the  letter  firom  Mr.  Home.  I  ^ 
the  more  induced  to  believe  the  cootents 
true,  because  I  saw  the  copies  of  two  pe- 
titions, the  one  signed  Thomas  De  Grej, 
^sq.,  the  other  William  Tooke,  esq.  I  ^ 
not  read  the  former  part  of  the  letter, 
which  neglect  will,  I  hope,  be  impated  t« 
that  hurry  which  the  nature  of  my  boa* 
ness  sulnects  me  to.'' 

The  Speaker  asked,  if  that  was  afl  » 
had  to  aay  in  his  defence^  He  repm 
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^*  Daring  the  course  of  20  years  in  which  I 
have  been  in  business,  I  never  before  in- 
curred the  displeasure  of  this  House.  ^  I 
bave  voluntarily  obeyed  the  summons, 
and  throw  myself  upon  the  mercy  of  the 
House." 

He  was  then  interrogated  by  a  member, 
whether  he  knew  Mr.  Homers  Christian 
name  ?  He  answered,  "  John.**  Whe- 
ther Mr.  Home  was  a  clergyman  I  His 
reply  was,  "  He  is  deemed  so.**  He  was 
questioned  as  to  the  place  of  Mr.  Home's 
rc^sidence,  and  the  profession  he  followed? 
He  answered,  aner  some  hesitation, 
<«  That  Mr.  Home  lived,  be  believed,  at 
Brentford,  and  officiated  as  curate  there." 
He  was  then  ordered  to  withdraw. 

Mr.  Herbert^  after  expatiating  upon  the 
enormity  of  the  crime,  the  atrocity  of  the 
Libel,  and  the  necessity  of  mamtainmg 
the  privileges  of  the  House  inviolate, 
moved,  **  That  the  said  Henry  Sampson 
Woodfall,  having  printed  and  published  a 
Letter,  addressed  to  sir  Fletcher  Norton, 
knight,  Speaker  of  thb  House,  in  The 
Public  Advertiser  of  Friday  last  (which 
letter  this  House  hath  resolved,  nem.  con. 
to  be  ^  a  false,  malicious,  and  scandalous 
^  libel,  highly  reflecting  on  the  character 
^  of  the  Speaker  of  this  House,  to  the  dis- 
*  honour  of  this  House,  and  in  violation  of 
<  the  privileges  thereof,*)  is  thereby  guilty 
of  a  breach  of  the  privilege  of  this  House.'* 
This  Resolution  was  agreed  to  ^nem. 
con.  After  which  Mr.  Herbert  moved, 
««  That  the  said  H.  S.  Woodfall  be,  for  his 
said  offimce,  taken  into  the  custody  of  the 
Serjeant  at  Arms  attending  this  House." 

lo  opposition  to  this  motion  it  was 
asked,  why  they  would  send  the  printer 
into  confinement?  Had  he  not  obeyed 
their  summons,  and  given  up  the  author, 
which  was  as  much  as  a  man  could  do  ? 
A  gentleman  declared  himself  an  entire, 
stranger  to  the  printer,  and  said,,  he 
never  wrote  a  paragraph  in  his  life,  but 
was  sorry  to  say,  there  were  many  mem- 
bers in  that  House,  who,  at  times,  wrote 
as  scurrilous  libels  in  the  public  prints,  as 
the  one  in  question,  and  the  most  inflam- 
matory paragraphs,  and  yet  some  of  those 
persons  would  possibly  now  declaim 
against  it.  Did  they  mean  to  engross  all 
the  libelling,  lying,  and  slandering  to 
themselves  ?  If  they  punished  this  man, 
they  would  never  find  another  printer  obey 
their  summons,  for  the  utmost  they  could 
do  would  be  to  confine  him,  if  he  refused 
to  obey  their  orders ;  that  he  thought  by 
encouraging  the  printer,  they  might  dis- 


cover the  authors,  lind  thereby  punish 
those  who  were  guilty. 

Mr.  Sa!oahridgemif  that  the  House  waa 
now  attempting  to  usurp  an  authority, 
whidi,  in  his  opmion,  they  had  no  right  to 
do ;  that  according  to  his  ideas  of  the  law, 
this  proceeding  was  directly  opposite  to 
Magna  Charta;  that  the  first  time  of  the 
Housie  assuming  this  authority,  was  in  the 
reign  of  that  despot  queen  Elizabeth,  who 
had  a  complaisant  parliament,  that  would 
punbh  any  person  she  took  a  dislike  to. 
The  next  attempt  was  made  m  the  reigs 
of  king  Charles,  and  he  imagmed  they 
would  be  sorry  to  quote  precedents  from 
his  reign;  that  the  most  sanguine  for  the 
power  of  the  House  would  not  allow  it 
went  farther  than  imprisoning  the  offender 
for  the  remainder  of  the  session;  thai 
printers  would  nut  mind  imprisonment 
three  or  four  months,  as  it  would  possibly 
be  the  making  of  thein,  for  the  public 
would  support  them,  not  as  libellers,  but 
men  who  had  been  falsely  imprisoned; 
that  the  House  had  no  right  to  form  them* 
selves  into  a  court  of  criminal  judicature ; 
there  was  scarce  a  person  amone  them/ 
but  was  prejudiced  in  fiivour  of  what  they 
were  contending  for  (the  privilege  of  the 
House),  and  therefore  were  not  fit  persons 
to  be  judge  and  jury  in  their  own  cause ; 
that  if  this  cause  was  to  come  into  the 
court  of  King's-bench,  and  any  of  themem- 
bers  were  to  be  on  the  jury,  the  printer 
would  have  a  just  right  to  strike  them  off 
as  prejudiced  persons ;  that  by  punishing 
the  printer,  they  would  increase  the  num- 
ber of  libels :  for  during  the  eight  months 
the  parliament  did  not  sit,  and  as  it  ap« 
peered  the  courts  of  law  had  no  right  to 
mterfere,  the  press  would  teem  with  the 
most  scurrilous  abuse,  knowing  they  could 
not  be  hurt :  they  would  then  have  some 
reason  to  restrain  the  liberty,  which  he 
imagined  was  what  they  aimed  at. 

Mr.  Charles  Fox  said,  he  was  not  against 
shewing  lenity  to  any  man ;  but  to  a  per- 
son who  had  been  proved  guilty  of  such 
an  atrocbus  crime,  ne  thought  committing 
to  the  Serjeant  at  Arras  was  not  sufficient: 
he  should  therefore  move  that  he  be  com* 
mitted  to  Newgate,  as  the  proper  place 
where  offenders  should  be  sent  to,  though 
hints  had  been  thrown  out  that  thesher^ 
would  not  admit  him ;  that  the  printer,  to 
shew  you  how  much  he  regarded  the 
Speaker's  order,  had)^  on  Saturday  'morn- 
ing last,  printed  verbatim  the  Resolutions 
of  the  House.  He  then  moved  his  amend- 
meat|  by  leaving  out  the  words,  'Vtaken 
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into  tjm  tmioiy  of  the  Seri^t  «l  Anns 
attending  this  House/'  and  inserting  the 
words  *^  committed  to  his  Majesty's  giu>l 
of  Newgate"  instead  thereof* 

Sir  Joseph  Mtnobeif  said,  he  thought  the 
printer  had  a  right  to  print  the  Resolutions 
of  the  House ;  that  the  public  hAd  a  right 
to  know  what  was  going  on  within  those 
walls ;  that  no  person  ou^ht  to  dread  the 
dd>ates  of  that  House  heme  given  in  the 
public  papers  more  than  himself,  as  he 
was  often  guilty  of  absurdities;  that  him* 
self  had  been  dealt  with  pretty  freely,  but 
not  so  much,  he  believed,  as  the  noble 
lord  (North),  yet  he  felt  no  kind  of  resent* 
ment  against  the  printer ;-  it  was  the  au* 
thor  that  was  culpable. 

Sir  IV,  MendUh  said,  he  had  observed 
Ae  debates  given  in  the  p^rs,  and  they 
were  froquently  &he ;  for  tne  persons  who 
gave  them,  if  they  had  a  mind  to  blacken 
any  person's  diaracter,  could  easily  do  it ; 
that, he  had  often  seen  the  noble  lord 
(North's)  speech  greatly  misrepresent-^ 
ed,  and  he  sincerely  wished  a  stop  might 
be  put  to  their  being  given. 

Lord  North  said,  it  was  true  he  could 
BOt  recollect  what  he  said  on  Friday  last, 
but  he  was  certain  he  meant  no  harm  to 
the  liberty  of  the  press ;  that  he  thought 
the  preSB  was  on  a  very  good  footing,  as  it 
was  at  the  printer's  peril  what  he  publish- 
ed ;  yet  he  thought  the  printers  more  cul* 
pablethan  the  authors;  for  if  they  did 
not  keep  open  shops  for  any  wretched  and 
malevolent  scribbler,  we  should  have  none 
of  the  abuse  we  now  had ;  that  he  was 
sorry  to  hear  the  hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  C. 
Fox)  mention,  that  hints  were  thrown  out 
of  what  the  Shecifi  would  do ;  he  hoped 
there  were  no  persons  who  would  dispute 
the  power  of  the  House ;  that  he  should 
therefinre  move  that  the  printer  be  com- 
mitted to  the  Gatehouse,  as  he  thought  it 
was  highly  imprudent  to  force  themselves 
into  8  contest  with  the  city;  it  would 
come  on  soon  enough  of  itself,  if  they 
were  refractory;  thai  he  should  have  had 
no  objections  to  the  first  motion,  if  a  pre* 
cedent  could  be  found  where  alibdler  was 
committed  to  the  Serjeant  at  Arms ;  that 
as  to  shewing  lenitv,  he  had  no  objections, 
if  the  printer  would  afterwards  petition; 
but  it  was  necessary  for  Uie  honour  of  the 
House,  that  he  should  be  committed  to 
aome  gaol. 

Captain  Phipm  said,  he  was  surprised 
to  hear  the  word  honour  mentioned  in  the 
House,  he  thought  it  had  been  discarded ; 
be  knew  of  no  tonour  they  ought  to 


tend  for,  but  the  honour  of  doine  the  dutj 
of  their  constituents ;  he  said,  if  they 
acted  consistently,  they  peed  never  be 
afraid  of  their  conduct  beina  arrsigoed, 
but  he  was  sorry  tp  say  they  osd  lost  the 
confidence  of  the  people. 

Mr.  C.  Fox  said,  we  had  not  lost  the 
confidence  of  the  people  by  the  a&ir  of 
the  Middlesex  election,  as  was  foolbhlj 
thou^t,  but  by  sufiering  with  tsmeness 
the  many  insults  that  had  been  offered  U 
the  soverdgn,  and  to  the  House;  tbs 
had  he  his.  wi^jl,  those  aldermen,  and  othen 
who  presented  their  remonstrances  to  the 
throne,  should  have  been  taken  into  ci»- 
tody;  that  a  few  years  bnckUiey  sent  tv» 
aldermen  to  the  Tower,  butsu&red  a  pal- 
try printer,  J.  Miller,  lo  hold  them  io 
contempt:  that  he  bad  not  yet  obeyed 
their  summons,  and  be  supposed  oefer 
would ;  that  it  was  by  these  means  we  lost 
the  good  will  of  our  constituents;  but  be 
hoped  we  should  now  prove,  tbst  no  tm 
in  the  kingdom,  the  House  of  Peen  ex- 
cepted, hm  a  right  to  disobey  the  orda 
of  that  House ;  that  if  they  had  s  right  to 
summon  people  for  information,  tfaej  had 
a  right  to  summon  them  for  any  thing. 

Governor  Johnstone  spoke  much  in  ft* 
vour  of  the  printer;  said,  this  matter 
seemed  to  be  concerted,  as  they  hsd  put 
up  with  much  greater  insults  thsn  the 
present. 

Mr.  Dempster  said,  the  House  hsl 
owned  the  greatest  power  they  had  va 
committing  to  prison,  and  as  Woodfidlhd 
not  been  guilty  of  the  highest  ofiimce,  vfar 
should  he  sufier  the  greatest  puoishmeot^ 
That  as  to  printing  the  debates,  he  coo- 
stantlj  read  WoodfidPs  paper,  and  sel- 
dom round  any  thing  of  tneirprooeediitgs 
in  it;  if  he  wanted  to  see  the  debatec,  he 
generally  looked  at  some  other. 

The  other  speakers  for  Mr.  Wood^ 
were,  Mr.  Mackworth,  sir  Edward  Astie/f 
and  Mr.  Van.  Aoainst  him,  general  Coo- 
way,  sir  T.  Ckvenng,  cd.  Buwoyne,  the 
Attorney  General,  &c  The  other  part  i 
the  debate  was  only  ooncemiqg  the  prif^ 
lege  of  the  House,  whether  they  bad  i 
right  to  commit  to  the  Serjesnt  st  Am 
Newgate,  or  the  Gatehouse.  A  oisnber 
of  precedents  were  produced  of  pcop** 
being  committed  to  all  the  above  plice^ 
but  not  for  the  like  o&nce.  , 

Mr.  Fox  withdrew  his  wAw;  ^ 
North  moved  his  Amendment :  ssd  tbe 
question  being  put.  That  the  wortt 
« taken  into  the  custody  of  theSerjeaot« 
Arma  fttendibg  this  Houae'' stsnd  part  01 
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le question;    the  House diyided. 
eas  went  forth. 
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[Mr.  Phipps 

v^.o  f  Lord  Lisburne       -    -    1 
^^**  IMr.  Charles  James  Fox  J 

So  it  was  resolved  iii  the  afBrmative. 

Another  Amendment  was  proposed  to 
emade  to  the  question^by  adding,  at  the 
nd  thereof,  the  words  **  the  said  H.  S. 
^oodfall  having,  at  the  bar  of  this  House, 
onfessed  that  he  is  the  person  who  printed 
nd  published  the  said  letter,  and  having 
iformed  the  House  firom  whom  he  re- 
eived  it,  and  having  submitted  himself  to 
he  mercy  of  the  House,''  which  was 
srried. 

Ordered,  That  the  reverend  John  Home 
0  attend  this  House  upon  Wednesday 
lext. 

February  16^  The  order  of  the  day 
ras  then  read  for  the  attendance  of  the 
everend  John  Home.  The  Speaker  de- 
ired  that  his  name  might  be  cdled  in  the 
obby,  to  know  if  he  attended.  His  same 
ras  according  called,  but  he  did  not  at* 
end.  The  messenger  was  then  ordered 
n  who  served  Mr.  Home  wfth  the  sum- 
Qons.  A  copy  of  the  Summons  was  tead> 
18  follows: 

«  LunsB  14.*  die  Febmarii,  1774. 

**  The  House  of  Commons  having  on 
'riday  last  resolved,  nemine  coiaradkente, 
bat  a  letter  in  a  newspaper  (intituled. 
The  Public  Advertiser,  Friday,  February 
1,  1774,  and  purporting  to  be  printed 
or  H.  S.  Woodfall,  No.  1,  the  corner  of 
vy-Iane,  Paternoster-row)  addressed  to 
ir  Fletcher  Norton,  knU  Speaker  of  the 
iouse  of  Commons,  reflecting  on  his 
character,  and  on  his  conduct  as  Spea- 
£r  of  this  House,  in  relation  to  an 
pplication  to  the  House  by  petition  for 
ID  inclosure  of  lands  in  the  parish  of  Tot- 
ington,  in  the  county  of  Norfolk,  is  a 
^,  malicious,  and  scandalous  libel, 
nghlv  reflecting  on  the  character  of  the 
k>eaker  of  this  House,  to  the  dishonour 
» this  House,  and  in  violation  of  the  privi- 
cges  thereof;  and  the  said  Henty  Samp- 
00  Woodfall  having  at  the  bar  of  this 
^ouse  this  day  informed  this  House,  that 
he  said  letter  was  delivered  to  him  by  th6 
«verend  John  Home : 

''  Ordered,  That  the  said  reverend  John 
ilornedo  attend  this  House  upon  Wed- 
nesday ne*t. 

<*  J.  Hatsbll,  CI  Dom.  Com.'' 


The  messenger  was  then  desired  toeive 
an  account  of  what  passed  between  him 
and  Mr.  Horne  when  he  delivered  th« 
summons,  and  where  he  found  Mr.  Home. 
He  Said,  **  he  went  to  Serjeants-inn,  in 
Fleet-Street,  on  Monday  evening,  about  a 
quarter  past  eleven  o'clock,  to  a  Mr. 
Tooke's ;  that  he  asked  the  servant,  if  the 
reverend  Mr.  Home  was  there?"  The 
servant  answered,  *«  Yes.**  The  servant 
desired  to  know  his  name  ?  He  replied, 
**  Mr.  Hdrne  did  not  know  l^im,  he  wanted 
to  speak  to  Mr.  Horne  concemin^  some 
business  of  the  House  of  Commons.''  the 
servant  then  desired  him  to  walk  mto  a 
parlour  where  Mr.  Home  was  sitting; 
«'  that  he  then  took  the  ordeft  out  of 
his  pocket,  and  c^ve  one  to  Mr.  Horoe^ 
and  asked  him  ithe  was  the  reverend  Mr. 
John  Home?"  Mr.  Home  said,  '^my^ 
name  is  John  Home,  but  there  are  several 
John  Homes  in  London  besides  me.'* 
When  he  looked  at  the  letter,  he  said, 
*^  I  fancy  there  is  some  mistake  in  tlm; 
but  give' my  compliments  to  Mr.  Hatsefl^ 
and  tell  him,  that  when  an  order  of  UiOf 
House  of  Cfommons  is  directed  to  me,  I 
shall  thmk  it  my  duty  to  pay  obedience."* 
The  messenger  was  Uien  asked,  whether. 
Mr.  Home  put  the  summons  in  his 
pocket  ?  he  said,  '*  he  left  it  with  Inm  ia 
nis  band."  Mr.  De  Grey  asked,  if  any 
persons  were  present  at  the  above  dis* 
course,  and  ir  the  messenger  knew  any 
of  them  ?  He  said,  **  there  were  three 
persons  present."  Did  he  know  them  > 
**  One  of  them  was,  he  said,  Mr.  Alderoiftn 
Oliver,  a  member  of  that  House,  but  hd 
did  not  know  any  of  the  others."  He 
was  ordered  to  withdraw. 

Hie  Speaker  having  informed  the 
House,  Uiat  the  Clerk  or  this  House  had 
received  a  letter  from  the  said  Mr.  Home, 
relative.to.  the  service  of  the  said  order; 
the  said  letter  was  tead,  as  follows : 

**  Sir ;  late  last  night  I  received  a  no- 
tice, signed  with  your  name,  of  an  order^ 
whieh  the  House  of  Commons  made  yies- 
terdaiy,  for  the  attendance  of  a  particular 
person  on  Wednesday  next.  I  apprehend, 
that  ndtice  must  have  been  intended  for 
some  other  person,  and  delivered  to  me  by 
mistake ;  of  which  I  informed  the  bearer 
the  very  moment  after  I  had  read  it :  at 
the  same  time  adding,  that  whenever  the 
House  of  Cbmmons  snail  desire  my  attend- 
ance, I  tFin  pay  to  them  all  propei*  and 
prudent  respect.  I  have  the  honour  ta 
De,  Ac.  John  Hoa»rE.". 

^'  Tuesday,  Feb.  15, 1774." 
«  To  J,  Hatsell,  esq.  clerk  of  the  H.  of  C." 
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Mr.  HerbeH  Uieo  moved,   <<  That  the 

reverend  John  Home,  having  received  an  | 
order  of  this  House,  for  his  attendance  * 
on  this  House  this  day,  and  having  neg- 1 
lected  to  obey  such  order,  is  guilty  of  a  : 
contempt  of  the  authority,  and  of  a  breach  ; 
of  the  privilege,  of  this  House."     This 
was  immediately    agreed   to.      He  next 
moved,  '*  That  the  said  reverend  John 
Home  be,    for  his  said  contempt^  and 
breach  of  privilege,  taken  into  the  cus- 
tody of  the  Serjeant  at  Arms  attending 
this  House." 

A  debate  ensued,  whether  Mr.  Horpe 
bad  been  guilty  of  a  contempt  of  that 
House  or  not  ?  It  was  said,  it  would  ap- 
pear  highly  ridiculous  in  their  Journals  to 
vote  a  person  guilty  of  contempt,  when  he 
bad  in  the  most  polite  manner,  both  in  his 
letter,  and  in  his  answer  to  the  messenger, 
said,  that  whenever  an  order  of  the 
House  of  Commons  was  directed  to  him, 
be  wo.uld  attend.  Many  reasons  were 
Ureed  for  not  taking  Mr.  Uome  into  cus* 
tody  until  another  summons  had  been 
aerved  upon  him. 

Mr.  Satobridge  soid^  he  had  bpposed  this 
measure  from  the  beginning,  and  would 
oppose  it  in  every  stage,  as  illegal ;  that  in 
bis  opinion,  the  House  of  Commons  had 
no  right  to  summons  any  person  to  attend 
them.  (A  general  laueh  ensued,  on 
which  Mr.  Sawbridge  spoke  very  warmly.) 
He  said,  he  did  not  alter  his  opinion  back- 
wards and  forwards, .  as  many  persons  did ; 
that  what  made  him  support  his  opinion 
was,  because  he  thought  he  was  right, 
and  he  would  not  change  his  sentiments 
for  any  persons  in  the  House;  that  he 
would  let  them  know  a  member  of  parlia- 
ment had  aright  to  deliver  his  sentiments ; 
and,  whilst  he  thought  their  proceedings 
illegal,  he  would  tell  them  of  it,  without 
regard  to  any  man's  opinion. 

Lord  iVbrf  A  said,  he  thought  the  identity 
of  the  person  had  been  proved,  which  was 
sufficient :  that  Mr.  Home  said  in  his  let- 
ter, "  Whenever  the  House  of  Commons 
desired  his  attendance,  he  would  pay  theni 
all  proper  and  prudent  respect ;"  that  this 
was  not  saying  he  woula  attend,ifor  he 
might  think  it  prudent  to  keep  out  of  the 
way,  imagining  that  the  order  of  the  House 
of  Commons  might  be  as  infectious  as  the 
band  of  a  bishop.  He  spoke  much  against 
any  other  summons  being  sent. 

Mr.  Alderman  Bull  said,  I  shall  not 
take  up  much  of  the  time  of  the  House,  as 
I  am  confident  it  can  be  much  beher  spent 
by  members  who  can  speak  far  more  ably 


on  the  subject  than  myself:  but  I  think  it 
my  duty,  as  I  was  not  present  at  the  b^ 
ginning  of  this  a&ir,  to  declare,  that  be- 
fore I  give  my  vote  either  way,  I  must, 
from  the  short  time  I  have  sat  in  this 
House,  affirm  that  I  never  saw  any  partia- 
lity in  your  conduct,  Mr.  Speaker.  The 
author  of  the  libel  I  sincerely  vbh  inaj 
meet  with  condign  punishment,  but  I 
could  wish  the  punishment  inflicted  by  a 
jury  of  his  peers. 

Mr.  Serjeant  Gljjfnn  said,  that  it  va> 
possible  Mr.  Home  might  be  willing  tolaj 
aside  his  priestly  character,  and  enter  up 
a  lay  profession ;  if  so,  he  might  not  choose 
to  be  recorded  on  the  Journals  of  ttot 
House  as  a  clergyman.  That  it  was  a 
question  whether  a  man  could  discliim 
the  profession  of  a  priest ;  but  if  Mr.  Horse 
chose  to  try  that  question  with  the  bishops, 
he  was  to  bear  the  consequence.  That  as 
priest,  he  was  liable  to  ecclesiastical  cen- 
sure, and  canonical  punishment,  if  con- 
victed of  exercising  any  lay  calliog;  tbst| 
anciently,  the  advocates  were  all  prieit^ 
until  the  publication  of  a  canon  excludinf 
priests  from  practising  as  advocates.  Hence 
they  sunk  their  priestly  characters;  whence 
originated  that  proverbial  saying  that  tbe 
coif  hid  the  tonsura  ecdestasikaUs*  On  tbe 
whole,  tbe  Serjeant  pleaded  that  no  e>il 
could  accrue  from  issuing  another  sun* 
mons,  couched  in  such  descriptive  tertas 
as  Mr.  Home  could  ootdisdaio).  In  c^ 
of  disobedience  to  such  a  summons,  tlieo, 
and  not  until  then,  should  he  deem  him  in 
contempt. 

Mr.  OngUy  said,  be  thought  Mr.  Home 
had  a  right  to  attend ;  for  it  the  messenger 
had  dehvered  the  summons  to  a  wroog 
person,  the  person  would  have  an  actios 
for  false  imprisonment ;  but  if  Mr.  Home 
thought  it  was  not  for  him,  why  did  l« 
take  It  I 

Mr.  WUliam  Burke  spoke  with  rehe- 
mence  at:»out  the  mistaken  notions  of  tiie 
House,  concerning  their  privileges;  they 
had  not  long  ago  issued  tneir  orders,  acd 
had  taken  up  a  chimney-sweeper  and  » 
milkman,  whom  they  forced  to  attend  at 
their  bar ;  that  if  they  were  strenuous  foj 
preserving  the  honour  of  the  House,  fl» 
It  enhance  their  dignity  to  have  the  venet 
of  the  rabble,  the  lowest  wretches  in  God  s 
creation  kneel  prostrate  before  theo. 
That  in  a  contention  with  the  other  noa^ 

i which  he  feared  he  might  call  the  Uppff 
louse,  for  they  were  treated  as  if  tw/ 
were  the  inferior  House  with  a  witness/. 
that  in  such  a  conteation,  the  exertJon*^ 
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mvilege  could  not  be  carried  with  too 
ligh  a  hand ;  bat  to  caU  forth  their  powers 
igainst  the  very  dregs  of  the  human  9pe- 
:te8y  was  acting  to  the  Jast  degree  absurd. 
^e  concladedi  that  whilst  they  exerted 
heir  rights  as  checks  upon  the  other  parts 
>f  the  constitution,  they  might  expect  the 
lupport  and  countenance  of  the  people ; 
mt  if  their  priyileges  were  maintained 
ipon  every  trifling  occasion,  against  men 
if  no  kind  of  weight  or  influence  with  the 
vorldy  or  against  the  popular  sense  of  the 
iBtion,  they  would  soon  lose  the  privilege 
>f  sitting  in  that  House. 

Colonel  Onslow  said,  it  was  true  that  he 
lad  been  accessary  in  bringing  a  milkman 
)efore  that  House ;  but  he  was  far  from 
>eing  one  of  the  rabble ;  he  was  so  respect- 
ible  a  character,  that  a  magistrate  abso- 
utely  refused  to  take  400/.  baif  for  his  ap- 
pearance. The  chimney-sweeper  also 
might,  for  aught  he  knew,  be  a  man  of  as 
much  consequence  as  some  of  our  modem 
patriots ;  nor  should  he  wonder  if  a  mo- 
dem patriot  should  be  found  disguised  like 
a  chimney-sweeper ;  that  he  begged  leave 
to  pit  his  chimney-sweeper  against  parson 
Home ;  a  man  (for  gentleman  he  could 
not  call  him)  by  no  means  so  respectable 
B8  his  milkman.  The  colonel  said,  I 
caused  the  milkman  'to  be  brought  before 
fou  with  the  very  same  intent  for  which 
you  bring  a  printer  to  your  bar,  to  dis- 
cover the  autnor.  Modem  patriots  hired 
the  rabble  to  traduce  their  betters ;  mo- 
dem were  as  much  like  ancient  patriots, 
as  much  like  Cato  or  Brutus,  as  the  milk- 
man was  like  a  peer.  He  added,  that  had 
he  on  that  occasion  been  properly  sup- 
ported, the  House  would  not  now'  be 
troubled  with  the  question  befoce  them; 
but  I  was  traduced  (continued the  colonel) 
my  life  was  once  actually  threatened,  yet 
I  laughed  at  such  scurrility,  such  futile  at- 
tempts. Indeed  I  only  shared  an  equal 
fate  with  some  other  respectable  person- 
ages. I  had  the  honour.  Sir,  (said  the 
colonel,  addressing  himself  to  the  Speaker), 
I  had  die  honour  to  be  hanged  m  effigy, 
OQ  Tower-hiUf  on  the  same  gibbet  with 
you;  indeed,  in  the  dying  speeches,  the 
patriots  paid  me  the  greater  compliment, 
for  they  gave  out  that  I  died  penitent,  but 
that  you,  Sir,  remained  hardened  to  the  last. 
[A  burst  of  laughter  ensued.] 

Mr.  Saxobridge  then  rose,  and  observed, 
that  he  remembered  the  time  when  the 
hon.  gentleman  thought  it  not  derogatory 
to  his  honour  to  be  reckoned  amongst  the 
list  of  modern  patriots ;  that  when  he  be- 
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longed  to  that  corps,  the  modiern  were  as 
respectable  as  ancient  patriots ;  but  that 
the  moment  tlie  hon.  member  thought 
proper  to  desert,  from  that  moment  not 
one  gentleman  was  to  be  found  amongst 
modern  patriots.  Tlie  hon.  member^  m 
doubted  not,  had  found  out  a  genteeler, 
as  well  as  a  more  profitable  profession,  and 
he  sincerely  hoped  he  got  more  by  that 
than  the  patriots  did  by  their  patriotism. 

Colonel  Onsl&o)  rose  to  explain  and  vin- 
dicate himself  from  the  charge  of  deser* 
tion  and  inconsistency.  He  said,  that  he 
had  always  thought  and  did  still  think, 
that  the  most  impolitic  blunder  adminis- 
tration had  ever  been  guilty  of,  was  in  ex- 
pelling Mr.  Wilkes  for  his  remarks  on  the 
King's,  or  more  properly  speaking,  the  mi- 
nister's speech.  But  though  I  was  in  that 
particular  an  advocate  for  Mr.  Wilkes, 
was  1  (continued  the  colonel)  therefore 
compelled  to  follow  him  through  all  his 
incongruous  absurdities  ?  As  to  any  pro« 
fits  he  acqm'red  by  an  exchange  of  his 
patriotism,  the  colonel  declared  the  pa- 
triots derived  more  pecunfary  emolument 
from  that  profession,  than  he  did  from  the 
avowal  of  any  principles  he  subscribed  to. 
Neither  Courtiers  nor  patriots  would  pay 
his  debts ;  yet  the  patriots  had  paid  Mr. 
Wilkes's  debts,  amounting  to  90,QO0L 

Mr.  De  Grey  observed  Aat  the  hon. 
member  who  spoke  last,  had  afforded 
much  diversidn  to  the  House ;  but  thev 
were  met  to  debate  seriously,  and  to  talic 
wisely.  Such  strokes  of  humour  might  be 
very  suitable  at  Arthur's  or  Almack's,  and 
the  jocular  author  would  be  applauded  for 
his  brilliancy ;  yet  though  he  had  deliver- 
ed himself  like  a  wit,  he  had  not  spoken 
to  the  purpose  like  a  man  of  business ;  he 
therefore  Pegged  leave  to  recall  the  at- 
tention of  the  House,  to  the  question, 
which  was  simply  whether  Mr.  Home, 
who  received  the  summons,  was  or  was 
not  the  person  described  in  that  sum^ 
mons?  It  he  was,  he  was  in  contempt  for 
disobeying  the  orders  of  the  House. 

The  motion  was  then  put  and  carried. 

Feb.  17.  The  deputy^  Serjeant  at  Arms 
being  called  upon,  to  give  an  account  of 
what  had  been  done,  in  relation  to  the 
order  of  yesterdajr,  for  taking  the  reve- 
rend John  Home  into  the  custody  of  the 
Serjeant  at  Arms;  he  informed  the 
House,  that,  in  obedience  to^the  said  or- 
der, the  said  reverend  John  Home  had 
been  taken,  and  is  now  in  the  custody  of 
the  Serjeant  at  Arms  attending  this  House. 

[3U] 
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Ordered,  That  die  said  reverend  John 
Home  be  brought  in,  to  the  bar  of  this 
.House. 

The  Speaker  informed  the  House,  that 
\7I1en  the  prisoner  was  brought  to  the  bar, 
.no  question  could  be  proposed  to  him  but 
from  the  chair. 

Mr.  Satobridge  objected  much  to  their 
proceeding ;  he  said,  it  was  throughout  il- 
legal ;  that  they  had  no  right  to  form  them- 
^seTves  into  a  criminal  court  of  judicature  ; 
*that  they  had  voted  Mr.  Home  guilty  of 
.a  breach  of  privilege  in  contempt  of  that 
House,  before  they  knew  he  was  guilty ; 
that  they  had  be^un  with  condemning  a 
man  before  he  had  been  tried ;  and  if  that 
was  their  manner  let  them  go  on  and 
prosper. 

Mt.  Home  was  brought  in,  to  the  bar, 
accordingly;  and  was  informed  by  Mr. 
Speaker,  that  the  House  had,  upon  Friday 
last,  <<  Resolved,  nem.  con.  that  a  Letter, 
addressed  to  sir  Fletcher  Norton,  knight, 
Speaker  of  this  House,  in  the  Public  Ad- 
vertiser of  that  day,  is  a  false,  malicious, 
and  scandalous,  libel,  highly  reflecting  od 
the  character  of  the  Speaker  of  this 
House,  to  the  dishonour  of  this  House, 
and  in  violation  of  the  privileges  thereof;*' 
and  that  Henry  Sampson  Woodfall  had, 
at  the  bar  of  this  House,  informed  this 
House,  that  the  said  Letter  was  delivered 
to  him  by  the  reverend  John  Home. 
And  the  said  Mr.  Home  being  asked  by 
Mr.  Speaker  whajt  he  had  to  offer  to  the 
House,  in  relation  to  the.  said  charge ; 

Mr.  Home  made  a  long  defence  to  that 
part  of  his  accusation,  which  tended  to  his 
holding  the  House  in  contempt.  He  said, 
he  hoped  his  letter  to  the  Clerk  of  the 
House,  his  answer  to  the  messenger,  and, 
above  all,  the  readiness  he  had  shewn  in 
being  taken  into  custody  to-day,  would 
prove  that  he  did  not  hold  that  House  in 
contempt. — He  was  ordered  to  withdraw. 

Mr.  Alderman  Oliver  then  moved, 
«'  That  the  reverend  Mr.  John  Horne  has 
satisfactorilj^  exculpated  himself  from  the 
contempt  with  which  he  stands  charged, 
for  refusing  to  attend  this  House ;  and  that 
he  be  therefore  discharged  from  the  cus* 
tody  of  the  Serjeant  at  Arnis  attending 
this  House." 

And  the  previous  question  being  put, 
that  that  question  be  now  put;  it  passed 
in  the  negative. ' 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Horne  be  agam 
brought  to  the  bar ;.  and  that  Mr.  Speaker 
do  acquaint  him,  that  he  is  now  to  answer 
the  matter  of  the  information  given  to  this 


House  by  Henry  Sampson  Woodfidl,  on 
Friday  last,  and  which  has  been  this  day 
read  to  the  said  Mr.  Home  at  the  bar. 

Several  questions  were  proposed  to  the 
Speaker  to  be  asked  of  Mr.  Horne.  Mr. 
Horne  was  called  in,  and  the  question  pot 
to  him.  He  desired  to  know,  whetoer 
what  Mr.  Woodfall  had  said  was  the  only 
evidence  or  charge  against  him^  The 
Speaker  said,  it  was  the  charge.  He  then 
said,  it  was  veir  droll,  for  he  had  adiargs 
against  him.  He  concluded  with  saying, 
he  should  plead  there,  aa  in  any  other 
court  of  justice,  Not  Guilty-— He  was  or- 
dered to  withdraw.    After  which, 

Mr.  Solicitor  General  Wedderburn  said; 
Mr.  Speaker,  the  prisoner  iust  removed 
from  your  bar  havmg  pleaded  generally 
not  guilty,  it  is  now  necessary,  in  my  o|N- 
nion,  that  he  should  be  confronted  by  Mr. 
Woodfall,  who  has  charged  him  with  be- 
ing the  author  of  a  paper  which  this  Horn 
has  voted  a  false,  scandalous,  and  malici- 
ous libel.    I  own.  Sir,  with  great  readi- 
ness, that,  as  Mr.  Woodfall  is  involved  in 
the  guilt  of  that  publication,  I  shall  not, 
either  upon  principles  of  law,  or  principles 
of  humanity,  give  my  vote  for  Mr.  Home's 
conviction,  it  nothing  more  is  produced 
against  him  than  the  bare  testimony  of  Mr. 
Woodfall.   Mr.  Woodfall,  Sir,  however  he 
may  be  hitherto  distinguished  for  his  pnVats 
probity,  stands  before  us  now  in  the  light 
of  a  delinquent,  and  he  may  po^ibly  hope 
for  our  lenity,  or  dread  Our  resentment,  in 
proportion  as  he  shifb  his  delinquency  to 
the  shoulders  of  other  people.    Vet,  not- 
withstanding the  caution  with  which  wc 
should  therefore  receive  his  evidence  upon 
this  occasion,  his  evidence  is  essentially 
necessary;  and,  should  it  either  be  sup- 
ported by  other  proof,  or  should  it  be 
strengthened  by  such   circumstances  as 
give  It  sufficient  credibility,  we  shall  bf 
able  to  decide  with  precision,  and  ^to  do 
that  justice  which  is  requisite  to  naaintain 
the  unquestionable  privileges  of  parliament. 

Captain  Pkipps: 

Mr.  Speaker ;  the  learned  gentle- 
man who  has  iust  spoken  before  me,  has 
urged  so  forcible  a  reason  to  invalidate 
Mr.  Woodfall's  testimony,  that  I  am  asto- 
nished he  should,  widi  the  same  breatn, 
pronounce  it  essentially  necessary.  Mr. 
Woodfall, ,  Sir,  is  in  the  custody  of  yoar 
Serjeant  at  Arms,  for  a  heinous  offen^i 
his  punishment  is  at  the  discretion  of  tn« 
House,  and,  through  the  common  ir^ 
ness  of  human  nature,  he  may  be  ternnea 
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into  each  accusations  of  other  people^  as 
shall  seem  most  agreeable  to  the  wishjes 
of  those  particular  gentlemen  who  are 
known  to  bav^  the  unlimited  direction 
of  this  assembly.  If  Mr.  Woodfall's  eri- 
dence  is  not  wholly  unexceptionable,  it 
cannot  be  competent ;  and  if  it  is  not  com- 
petent, it  cannot  be  admissible.  I  am 
therefore  against  Mr.  Woodfall's  being 
called  in ;  and  the  more  I  consider  the 
pomt,  the  more  ground  I  see  in  favour  of 
ny  resolution ;  for  supposing,  Sir,  that 
Mr.  Woodfall  was  actually  to  prove  Mr. 
Home  the  author  of  the  letter  in  Question, 
it  does  not  necessarily  follow  that  any 
guilt  is  fastened  upon  Mr.  Home,  unless 
iht  blessed  doctrine  of  ecribere  est  a^ere^ 
which  destroyed  Algernon  Sydney,  is  to 
be  introduced.  The  crime  we  want  to 
punish  lies  in  the  publication  of  the  paper 
voted  a  libel,  not  in  the  writing  of  it.  Had 
it  yet  continued  in  manuscript,  unpub- 
lished, it  would  have  been  no  way  ofFen- 
shre;  and  the  most  subtle  refinements  of 
legal  chicane  could  not  have  made  the 
writer  legally  punishable.  I  must  there- 
fore persevere  in  rejecting  Mr.  Woodfall's 
evidence,  for  the  reasons  already  given. 
Ifitisnot  unexceptionable,  it  cannot  be 
competent ;  and  if  it  is  not  competent,  it 
esnnot  be  admissible. 

Mr.  Grey  Conper  : 

Mr.  Speaker ;  the  hon.  gentleman 
who  spoke  last  forgets  that,  in  the  rules  of 
evidence,  there  is  a  wide  difference  between 
competency  and  sufficiency.  If  he  turns 
to  our  best  law  writers,  however,  he  will 
seethe  distinction  very  satisfactorily  esta- 
bbhed*  But,  Sir,  every  dajr's  practice, 
especially  in  our  courts  of  criminal  juris- 
diction,prove8  the  hon.  gentleman's  mistake 
beyond  the  possibility  of  contradiction. 
Accomplices  are  hourly  admitted  evt- 
deaces  for  the  crown,  in  cases  of  the  most 
capital  nature ;  and,  if  they  were  not,  I 
am  much  afraid  that  there  would  be  a  la- 
mentable &ilure  of  public  justice.  Indeed, 
unless  the  evidence  of  an  accomplice  is 
supported  by  the  testimony  of  other  wit- 
nesses, or  unless  some  corroborating  cir- 
cumstances occur  to  give  it  credibility, 
our  courts,  to  the  infinite  honour  of  the 
national  humanity,  will  not  convict :  yet 
still,  though  they  do  not  hold  the  bare 
oath  of  the  accomplice  a  sufficient  evi- 
dence, thejr  nevertheless  deem  it  a  compe- 
tent, that  IS,  an  admissible  one.  The  hon. 
gentlemaA  therefore  will,  I  trust,  see  his 
>nistake;  and,  since  he  is  required  to  be- 


lieve no  more  of  Mr.  WoodfalPs  testi- 
mony than  what  he  himself  shall  think 
reasonable  to  believe,  it  will  deviate  not 
a  little  from  his  customary  candour  to  op- 
pose Mr.  WoodfalPs  re-examination  at  the 
bar,  in  the  presence  of  the  other  prisoner. 

Mr.  Alderman  Townsend,  Mr.  Saw- 
bridge,  Mr.  Oliver,  Mr.  William  Burke, 
and  col.  Barr6,  spoke  against  the  compe- 
tency of  Mr.  WoodfalPs  evidence,  and  all 
proceeded  on  the  ground  of  captain 
rhipps's  argument ;  but  the  sense  of  the 
House  appeariog,  by  a  very  considerable 
majority,  m  favour  of  the  Solicitor  Gene- 
ral's proposal,  a  nx^w  debate  ensued, 
upon  the  mode  of  examining  the  prisoners. 
Mr.  Cornwall  and  others  spoke  with  re- 
spect to  order ;  but  the  Journals  were  at  last 
searched,  and  the  precedent  in  sir  John 
Fenwick*s  case  was  approved,  where  such 
members  as  chose  to  put  questions  were 
directed  to  put  them  torough  the  channel 
of  the  Speaker. 

The  Speaker,  I  never  imagined  that  it 
could  be  painful  to  me  to  obey  an  order 
of  this  House ;  but,  placed  as  I  am,  by 
your  goodj^ess,  in  this  chair,  I  must  endea- 
'vour  to  discharge  my  duty,  how  much  so- ' 
ever,  in  the  present  instance,  which  so 
personally  relates  to  me,  that  discharge 
may  be  distressing  to  myself^  To  avoid 
the  possibility  of  mistakmg,  therefore,  I 
must  request,  that  such  gentlemen  as 
mean  to  propose  questions  to  the  prisoners, ' 
will  be  kmd  enough  to  do  it  in  writing, 
otherwise  some  may  apprehend  that  I  am 
doing  too  little,  where  my  only  dread  ia. 
that  of  doing  too  much.  ^ 

The  prisoners  were  then  called  in,  antf 
Mr.  Woodfall  proved,  that  he  received 
the  letter  from  that  Mr.  Home;  that  it 
was  that  Mr.  Hornets  writing  ;  and  that 
he  delivered  that  Mr.  Home  a  proof  of  the 
letter  before  it  was  published ;  that  he 
went  to  Mr.  Home  as  soon  as  he  received  * 
a  summons  to  attend,  and  that  that  Mr. 
Home  desired  him  to  give  him  up  as  the 
author. — They  were  again  ordered  to 
withdraw,  and  another  debate  arose. 
Whether  this  evidence  of  Mr.  Woodfall 
was  competent  or  not  ?  and  it  was  pro- 
posed to  ask  Mr.  Woodfall,  If  any  person 
was  present  at  any  of  the  times  when  Mr. 
Home  was  with  him  ?  They  were  both 
again  called  in;  Mr.  Woodfall  said,  no 

E arson  was  present  when  Mr.  Home  gave 
im  the  letter,  nd  person  was  present 
when  he  gave  Mr.  Home  a  proof  to  cor- 
rect—that when  the  proof  was  cor« 
rected  it  was  sent  back ;  but  he  waa  not  at 
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home  then,  nor  did  not  know  who  brought 
it  or  received  it.  He  was  asked  the 
names  of  his  servants  ?  He  gave  in  the 
names  of  three  compositors,  some  of  whom 
he  imagined  composed  it.— They  were 
both  ordered  to  withdraw* 

Mr.  Herbert  thea  moved,  that  }Ht, 
Woodfall's  three  journeymen  should  be 
ordered  to  attend  to*morrow.  This 
brought  on  a  fresh  debate^  still  warmer 
than  the  former. 

Mr.  Alderman  James  Tamuhend  : 

1  rise,  Sir,  agamst  the  present  mo- 
tion, because  it  is  palpably  repugnant  to 
every  principle  or  legal  justice.  Mr. 
Home,  Sir,  has  been  brought  upon  hit 
•trial  before  your. bar,  and  the  evidence 
produced  a^^ainst  him  has  been  insufficient 
to  convict  him  of  what  he  is  charged  with 
by  Mr.  Woodfall.  What  then  do  you  do, 
Sir  ?  You  adjourn  your  court,  hunt  out  for 
fresh  evidence  against  him,  and  make  it  as 
serious  a  point  to  find  him  guilty  of  aa  in- 
aiffnificant  libel,  as  if  the  aa&ty  of  the 
whole  state  depended  upon  his  conviction. 
For  God's  sake,  Sir,  is  the  object  in  view 
worth  all  this  labour,  all  this  toil,  all  this 
anxiety  ?  We  have  no  triumph  if  we  suc- 
ceed, out  we  are  materially  disgraced  if 
we  do  not.  A  regard  for  the  honour  of 
the  House  is  the  ostensible  motive  of  our 
conduct  hitherto.  Let  us  take  care, 
therefore,  that  our  honour  is  not  scanda- 
lized by  going  on.  Suppose  Woodfall's 
journeymen  prove  nothing  satisfactory, 
will  you  adjourn  again  and  look  for  fresh 
evidence  ?  1  dare  predict,  that  his  men 
will  throw  no  ^eater  lights  upon  the 
matter  than  their  master.  Why  trouble 
us,  then,  with  their  attendance?  why 
alarm  the  nation  with  an  enquiry  which 
most  probably,  in  the  end,  will  expose  us 
to  general  ridicule?  In  every  court  of 
justice  a  man  underooes  but  one  trial  for 
one  ofience ;  Mr.  Home  baa  undergone 
his  trial  for  the  libel  imputed  to  him,  and 
I  am  of  course  a^nst  the  present  ques- 
tion, because  nothing  now  remains  for  us, 
but  to  decide  upon  the  evidence  which 
lias  been  produced.  If  the  adjournment 
takes  place,  Woodfall's  men  may  be  tam- 
pered with ;  and  to  serve  their  master, 
whose  pardon  is  perhaps  to  be  purchased 
by  Mr.  Home's  conviction,  they  may  pos- 
aibly  do  whatever  they  are  commaodea  by 
the  managers  of  thisprosdcution, 

Mr.  Solicitor  General  WedderJmm  : 

From  the   candid   behaviour  of 


Mr.  Woodfall  when  he  was  faefere  the 
House,  as  well  as  from  the  modentioa 
with  which  he  was  treated,  I  dare  ny  the 
hon.  gentleman  who  noke  last  does  not, 
with  respect  to  the  mel  which  has  cre- 
ated the  present  debate,  imagine,  that 
Mr.  Woodfall  is  in  a  very  periknis  sitos- 
tion.  Nay,  from  the  conduct  of  the 
House  to  Mr.  Home,  and  the  repeated 
admonitions  he  received  with  respect  to 
his  defence,  1  am  sure  no  man  can  put  hii 
hand  honestly  upon  his  heart,  and  aay  that 
the  smallest  prejudice  has  apoeaied 
against  him  from  an  individual  of  tnis  as- 
sembly. I  appeal  to  his  warmest  sup- 
porters. I  appeal  to  the  galleries,  to  eveij 
auditor  who  hears  me,  whether  those  whcm 
the  hon.  gentleman  would  insinuate  to  be 
among  the  foremost  of  his  enemies,  hare 
not  acted  as  if  really  anxious  for  his  a^ 
quittal.  They  have  given  the  best  si- 
vice  for  his  defence^  They  have  been 
the  first  to  point  out  the  insufficiency  of 
the  oresent  evidence  against  him.  Thej 
can  have  no  interest  to  advance  even  br 
his  conviction.  They  may  find  asicii 
trouble,  but  they  can  gain  no  emolameot 
by  continuing  their  enquiry;  and  therefore 
1  am  amazed  that  the  House  should  opon 
this  eccanon  be  considered  in  the  li^t  ot 
a  prosecutor.  The  House  is  now  nttiog 
in  its  judicial  capacity;  and  if,  ssthey 
proceed  in  that  capacity,  fredi  evidence 
occurs,  it  is  their  duty  to  receive  it  Mr. 
Home.  Sir,  if  really  innocent,  cannot  be 
injured  by  the  closest  investigation.  The 
qiore  the  truth  is  discovered,  the  morehii 
character  must  be  cleared  m  such  s  csk; 
and  if  bis  friends  do  not  really  suspect  bii 
innocence,  they  have  no  cause  to  tieoUe 
for  his  situation. 

Gentlemen  have  been  fdeased  to  talk 
about  the  probability  of  somdiody's  tam- 
pering wito  Mr.  Woodfall's  joarneymcD; 
for  my  own  part,  I  do  not  pretend  to  the 
spirit  of  prophecy,  nor  do  I  know  what 
satisfaction  Mr.  VSToodialPs  men  may  gi*« 
us,  though  I  shall  not  be  sony  if  it  sbosld 
be  fiiKvoiuable  to  the  person  who  has  bees 
just  removed  from  your  bar*  But,  Sir,  if 
a  charge  of  tampering  cotdd  with  pro* 
pric^  be  insmuated  at  all,  it  should  be 
asainsl  the  professed  champions  for  Mr. 
Home.  They  take  upon  them,  even  tf 
this  moment,  to  predict  what  the  efidence 
of  the  journeymen  printers  will  be;  ^ 
tell  you  it  willbe  kss  satisfactory  tbsn  Mr. 
Woodfidl's.  How  do  they  inom  tbaj 
Upon  what  ground  can  tbey  h»s»^ 
thtir  opimon?   Haf«  they  ilmdy  tao- 


1033J    Rev.  John  Hwnejbr  a  Libd  upon  ike  SpMeer.     A.  D.  1774. 


pered  vrit)^  the  jonroe^en  pruitefs  ? 
Away  with  the  ttnmanly  idea  1  The  miDd 
hslf  ackaoirledgea  a  tafpitade  in  ittelfy 
which  can  h'ghtly  suspect  others  of  disin- 
genuous arts,  and  I  will  therefore  believe 
that  the  gentlemen  have  spoken  rather 
the  hmgnage  of  their  widies,  than  the  re- 
. .  stilt  of  their  information.  I  am  for  get- 
ting as  many  lights  as  can  be  procured 
upon  the  present  oceisioii,  and  it  is  thne 
enough  to  sit  down  in  tMal  darkness, 
when  there  is  not  a  ray  to  guide  us  any 
longer. 

Mr.  Dunning  : 

I  rise  to  oppose  the  present  motion^ 
Sir,  upon    two    tolerable  grounds^   the 
grounds  of  coimnon    laiw    and  common 
sense.    According  to  the  first,  as  an  hon. 
member  near  me  has  very  properly  ob- 
served, yott  cannot  trj  any  man  a  second 
time,  for  the  samci  offence ;  and,  accordmg 
to  the  latter,  it  would  introduce  number- 
less evils  to  exercise  such  a  power,  even 
if  it  could  possibly  exist  in  a  rational  state 
of  sodety.    This  House,  I  hope.  Sir,  in 
the  principles  of  substantial  justice,   will 
ne^er  be  mferior  to  the  courts  of  West- 
minster ;  and  though  there  may  be  a  dif- 
ference in  the  modes  of  their  proceeding, 
still  their  determination  should  be  funda- 
mentally analogous.       Give  me  leave, 
therefore,  to  suppose  that  you  wef  e  pre- 
eidinff  in  a  common-law  court  of  criminal 
jurisdiction,    and    that  a   pfisoner   was 
brought  before  ^ou  fbr  a  capital  offence ; 
suppose  also,  Sir,  that  the  prosecutor  in 
sucn  a  case,  failing  in  his  proofs  ta  convict, 
should  beg  for  new  time  to  lode  for  fresh 
evidence,  and  tell  you,  that,  if  you  allowed 
him  a  week  or  a  fortnight  longer,  he  would 
be  able  to  brin^  such  an  army  of  evidences 
as  would  certainly  convict  die   prisoner: 
Sir,  you    would  spurn  the  request  with 
indignation,  and  commit  the  brutal  prose- 
cutor for  so  infamous  an  outrage  upon  the 
dignity,  the  justice,  of  your  court.    Is  not 
the    present  case   exactly  similar  f  Mr. 
Home  has  been  tried  for  his  offence,  the 
evidence  against  him  is  insufficient,  and 
now  the  prosecutor  standing  up,    says, 
<*  Fray,  my  lord,  allow  me  a  day  or  two 
to  looic  for  fresh  evidence,  and  the  pri- 
soner shall    certainly  be   proved   guilty 
in  the  course  of  the  next  week.''    If  this 
doctrine  is  once  established,  there  is  an 
end  of  the  snl^ct'd  security;  and  if  it  is 
i^t^lished,  too,  by  the  very  representa- 
tives of  the  people,  who  ^ouM  protect 
them  from  oppressioni  the  national  dis- 
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grace  will  be  eoua)  to  the  national  misery, 
and  we  must  &11  equally  the  victims  of 
shame  and  despotism. 

Mr.  Attorney  General  Thuriow  : 

Mr.  Speakers  though  I  acknow- 
ledge that  there  is  moch  ingenuity  in  the' 
reasoning  of  my  learned  friend  who  spoke' 
last,  I  must  at  the  same  time  say  that  hie 
argument  is  infinitely  more  subtle  than 
convinciiyg.  vThe  principles  of  substan^^ 
tial  justice  will,  I  trust,  be  ever  hdd  as 
inviolably  sacred  in  this  House  as  in  the 
courts  of  Westminster-hall.  We  are  not 
now  diKring  sAyont  substantial  justice,  hut 
about  the  modes  of  administering  that  jus- 
tice ;  and  the  learned  gentleman  has  ac- 
knowledged, that  different  courts  are  re- 
gulated by  diflferent  forms.  We,  Sir,  are 
a  court  of  enouiry,  as  well  as  a  court  of 
criminal  |urisaiction ;  ahd  if  we  shut  oelh^ 
ears  against  information,  we  shall  not  be 
able  to  exercise  the  functions  of  our  cri« 
minal  jurisdiction  with  propriety.  Here, 
Sir,  a  charge  has  been  exhibited  to  us 
against  Mr.  Home,  in  our  capacitj^  as  a 
court  of  enquiry.  In  the  discussion  of 
this  charge  it  appears  that  fresh  evidence 
ramy  be  had,  to  do  what  P — Not  to  convict 
Mr.  Home— not  to  support  Mr.  Wood<^ 
fall — but  to  clear  up  the  trath  with  preci- 
sion, and  to  enable  us  to  do  justice.  The 
bon.  gentleman  says  No,  though  you  are 
sitting  for  the  very  purpose  of  discovering 
the  truth,  you  must  ^hoke  up  the  channel 
of  discovery,  and  you  must  determine,  in 
your  character  as  a  criminal  jurisdiction,, 
without  receiving  the  necessary  informa- 
tion. I  grant,  indeed,  that  if  the  three 
journeymen  printers^  who  are  now  moved 
for  to  attend,  were  to  be  sought  fof 
at  random,  that  if  they  had  no  relation 
to  the  present  business,  and  were  to  be 
maliciously  hunted  for  in  the  streets,  there 
would  be  some  ground  for  complahit ;  but 
when  they  are  the  very  people  through 
whose  hands  the  libel  you  have  censured 
has  passed,  when  they  rise  actually  out  of 
their  master's  testimony,  and  have  a  ten- 
dency to  prove  or  disprove  that  very  ere-* 
dilAli^  which  we  are  enquiring  for  in  Mr. 
Woodfall's  evidence,  I  think  it  highly  in-* 
jurious  to  justice  to  oppose  thor  attend- 
ance, fl»id  wonder  that  gentlemen  will  not 
as  readily  subscribe  to  estidblished  rules  iii 
parliament,  tA  in  the  courts  of  Westmm- 
ster-hall.  With  respect  to'  any  ciMel  in- 
tention against  Mr.  Home,  I  dischmn 
for  one  so  foul  an  idea.  It  is  well  known, 
that,  in  my  official  character,  I  want  no 
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author.  The  printer  of  a  libel  is  enough 
for  me;  and  X  ever  think  it  injudicious 
even  to  look  beyond  the  printer ;  offidaUy, 
therefore,  I  am  not  Mr.  Home's  prose* 
cutor.  I  have  directed  no  prosecution 
whatever  against  him ;  and  personally,  I 
am  no  more  his  enemy  than  anv  other 
member  in  the  House.  Farther  than  the 
cause  of  justice  is  concerned,  his  acquittal 
or  conviction  is  to  me  a  matter  of  utter  in* 
difference.  If  he  is  innocent,  I  should  be 
very  sorry  he  was  not  discharged  ;  and  if 
he  is  guilty,  I  should  be  very  sorry  to  see 
a  man  escape  with  impunity,  who  daringly 
libelled  the  British  Commons.  legally  as- 
.  lembled  in  parliament. 

■  Mr.  Solicitor  General  Wedderhum : 

The  learned  member  who  spoke 
last  but  one  has  drawn  a  venr  plausible, 
though  a  very  defective  parallel  between 
this  House  and  the  common  courts  of  cri- 
minal jurisdiction ;  inferring,  because  a 
jury  in  the  latter,  when  charged  with  a 
prisoner,  are  obliged  to  pronounce  upon 
nis  guilt  or  innocence  before  they  are  al- 
lowed to  depart,  that  we  are  under  the 
same  necessity  of  deciding,  without  ad- 
journment, whenever  a  prisoner  is  ar- 
raigned at  our  bar.  Sir,  I  must  affirm, 
wiui  my  learned  friend  who  spoke  last, 
that,  though  substantial  justice  is  as  much 
the  object  of  pursuit  in  this  House  as  in 
other  courts  of  criminal  jurisdiction,  we 
must  be  regulated  by  our  own  forms,  and 
not  by  the  forms  of  any  different  tribunal. 
Should  the  members  of  the  long  robe, 
adopting  the  idea  to  serve  a  particular 
turn,  contend  in  Westminster-hall,  that 
the  judges  should  abolish  their  own  forms 
which  have  existed  so  many  ages,  and  pro- 
ceed entirely  by  the  forms  established  in 
this  House,  I  am  afraid  that  there  would 
speedily  be  an  end  of  all  law,  and  an  end, 
moreover,  of  what  is  still  more  important, 
of  all  substantial  justice.  The  hon.  gen- 
tleman has  been  pleased  to  insinuate,  that 
there  are  no  instances  of  adjourning  the 
trials  of  offenders  before  this  House.  By 
trial,  Ihe'.  must  necessarily  mean  examina- 
tion ;  for,  in  cases  where  a  contempt  has 
been  offered  to  our  privileges,  we  have  no 
other  mode  of  trial.  This  being  admitted, 
I  must  express  my  surprize  that  he  is  not 
better  acquainted  with  the  course  of  par- 
liamentary proceedings.  Our  Journids 
abound  with  precedents  of  remanding  pri- 
soners for  further  examination — and  even 
in  the  most  solemn  of  all  trials,  the  trial  of 


peers  (ot  capCal  crimes,  the  instances  of 
adjournment  are  numb^less.  The  fact, 
with  respect  to  adjournments,  being  tbw 
ascertained,  I  must  now  examine  the  doc- 
trine which  the  hon.  gentleman  has  laid 
down,  to  shew  what  he  thinks  would  be 
the  consequence,  if  adjournments  were  al- 
lowed where  a  prisoner  is  put  upon  hk 
defence  before  a  jury.  Should  a  malicious 
prosecutor,  savs  be,  £ul  in  his  first  prooft 
to  convict,  and  should  he  be  allowed  time 
to  find  out  farther  evidence,  the  subject 
would  never  be  secure ;  innocence  would 
be  the  eternal  victim  of  malignity ;  sod 
our  courts  of  law  would  only  be  so  lam 
mockeries  of  justibe.  As  our  courts  of 
law,  however,  where  a  jury  is  charged 
with  a  prisoner,  do  not  allow  the  prose- 
cutor, if  he  firils  in  his  first  prooft,  the  li- 
berty to  seek  for  fresh  evidence,  the  boo. 
genUeman's  fears  may  be  entirely  easy  on 
Uiis  head :  yet  there  are  cases  where  the 
common  courts  of  criminal  jurisdiction  not 
only  adjourn  trials,  though  the  prisoner  is 
brought  before  a  jury,  but  where  it  would 
be  highly  injurious  to  the  subject  not  to 
grant  such  an  adjournment.  Suppose^ 
Mr.  Speaker,  that  a  material  witaess  to 
prove  the  innocence  of  a  prisoner  was  l^ 
any  accident  in  a  distant  country,  or  be- 
yond sea,  or  prevented  by  some  other  or- 
cumstance  from  attending  on  a  trials 
surely  it  would  be  a  dreadful  violatioo  of 
substantial  justice  not  to  adjourn  this  trial, 
though  the  delinquent  stood  at  the  bar: 
unquestionably.  Sir,  and  every  day's  pnc- 
tice  shews  us  tlie  wisdom,  as  well  as  the 
humanity  of  the  principle  I  am  contendbg 
for.  We  are  not  trying  Mr.  Horne  twice 
for  the  same  offence ;  we  are  only  adjours- 
ing  on  one  trial.  No  new  cliarge  is  to  be 
urged  against  him ;  but  substantial  justice 
makes  it  necessary,  since  proper  evideoce 
occurs,  to  examine  whether  heJs  free  of 
the  original  one.  —  Having,  therefore, 
shewn,  Mr.  Speaker,  in  opposition  to  the 
opinion  of  the  hon.  gentleman,  first,  thst 
the  forms  of  coipmon  law  courts  are  to  be 
no  rule  for  our  conduct ;  secondly^  that 
the  adjournment  of  trials,  even  in  capiial 
cases,  is  very  freauent ;  and,  thirdljr»  bar- 
ing shewn  not  only  that  his  fears,  with  re- 
spect to  the  introduction  of  adjoummeDtSi 
are  groundless,  but  that  there  arc  cajei 
where  it  would  be  the  highest  croelty 
not  CO  grant  them  ;  I  shall  vote  for  ^ 
present  question,  and  doubt  not  but  that 
I  shall  be  supported  in  that  vote  by  ereiT 
dispassionate  member  of  this  House. 
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Mr.  Popham : 

Mr.  Speaker ;  I  shaU  trouble  you 
rtlh  very  few  words  on  the  present  occa- 
ion,  yet  I  think  myself  called  upon  by  duty 
o  point  out  a  distinction  which  seems  to 
lave  escaped  the  observation  of  the  House. 
i¥e  are  undoubtedly  a  court  of  enquiry, 
Sir,  as  well  as  a  court  of  criminal  junsdic- 
km ;  but  our  inquiry  is  over,  ana  our  in- 
[uisicorialauthority  therefore  ceases.  Had 
re  this  moment  any  new  evidence  before 
18,  with  respect  to  the  charge  against  Mr. 
3om«)  we  might  still  sit  as  a  court  of  exa- 
atoation  ;  but  as  we  have  not,  and  as  the 
irofessed  end  of  the  adjournment  is  to 
irocrostinate  the  sentence  upon  the  evi* 
lence  already  given,  because  it  is  not  sttf« 
Icient  to  convict  him,  I  shall  certainly  op« 
»o8e  the  motion  before  the  chair,  w^ 
lave  exhausted  our  inquisitorial  powers, 
et  us  now  therefore  proceed  to  the  exer- 
»se  of  such  powers  as  remain  in  our  hands ; 
et  us  be  careful  of  our  reputation,  #hile 
we  are  labouring  to  defend  our  privileges, 
UmI  recollect  that  it  is  better  to  be  the 
sbject  of  a  thousand  slanders,  than  to  give 
ibundation  for  a  single  reproach. 

Mr.  Gascoigne  : 

Though  frequent  similitudes  have 

leen  made,  Mr.  Speaker,  between  this 

House  and  the  courts  of  law,  in  the  course 

)f  this  and  former  debates,  yet  the  paral- 

ela  have  been  rather  drawn  where  both  sit 

:o  decide  between  indiflferent  parties,  than 

rhere  they  are  to  pronounce  upon  a  con- 

empC  oflbred  to  their  own  authority.    I 

an  easily  conceive.  Sir,  that  the  court  of 

(iog's-bench,  if  insulted  in  the  person  of 

m   oflicer  lecalijr  authorized  to  serve  a 

nroceas,  wouM  think  itself  justly  warranted 

o  hear  every  thing  that  could  possibly  elu- 

jdate  the  nature  of  the  contempt,  every 

hing  that  could  shew  the  offender's  guilt 

B  its  full  light,  or  serve  as  an  argument  of 

ta  extenuation.    If  the  officer,  seeing  his 

iiwD  evidence  not  sufficient  to  convict, 

\uMjid,  at  Uie  time  he  was  ddivering  it*in, 

pcoQect  any  particular  circumstances  or 

icvaons,  by  which  or  by  whom,  there  was 

irobable  ground  of  sup|>orting  his  testi- 

leny,  can  we  imagine.  Sir,  after  his  men- 

piling  these  to  the  court,  the  party  ac- 

j0eA  would  not  be  remanded  till  a  rea- 

IpaUe  time  was  granted  for  examining 

HO  the  force  of  such  auxiliary  evidence! 

|!e  suppose  a  ne^tive  here,  is  to  suppose 

!«>' court  no  less  ignorant  than  inequitable, 

Bd  to  eocourai^e  a  general  disregard  of  all 


legal  subordination.  The  powers  possessed 
by  the  courts  of  law  to  punish  contempts, 
are  not  given  out  of  compliment  to  the 
judges ;  nor  are  our  privileges  enjoyed  to 
make  us  respectable  in  our  character  of 
private  citiaens.  No,  Sir,  both  are  to  be 
exercised  for  the  public  good,  and  to  be 
held  in  terrorem  over  the  heads  of  those 
who  would  otherwise  disobey  the  laws,  and 
daringly  lift  their  hands  against  the  pillars 
of  the  constitution.  Thus  enjoyed,  they 
are  not  to  be  defined,  but  must  be  shaped 
to  the  nature  of  the  abuses  which  they  are 
intended  to  correct.  As  there  is  no  guard- 
ing against  the  extravagances  of  wicked- 
ness or  absurdity,  an  authority  must  exist 
somewhere,  to  punish  every  improper  out- 
rage offered  either  to  the  executive' or  the 
legislative  orders  of  government,  and  this 
authority  can  exist  no  where  so  safely  as 
in  the  courts  of  law,  or  in  the  Houses  of 
parliament.  I  am  consequently  for  the 
motion ;  being  well  satisfied  that  we  have 
a  discretionary  right  to  extend  our  en* 
quiry  as  we  judge  proper,  and  being  more- 
over satisfied  that  our  enquiry  will,  on  the 
present  occasion,  be  only  extended  for  the 
real  good  of  theif)eople.  ^ 

Mr.  Dotodestvell : 

There  is  scarcely  a  measure  which 
has  the  sanction  of  the  muiistry  in  this 
House,  Mr.  Speaker,  which  is  not  neqes- 
sary  to  be  oppcraed.  I  have  long  opposed 
-—and  if  the  gentlemen  on  the  opposite 
bench  continue  in  office,  I  am.  imraid  I 
must  oppose  much  longer.  Here  are  we 
wrangling  about  the  maintenance  of  our 
privileges,  Sir,  yet  losing  sight  of  our  ho- 
nour, and  endeavouring  to  render  ourselves, 
if  possible,  more  hateful  than  ever.  If  it 
was  so  grand  an  object  of  government  to 
convict  Mr.  Home  of  the  present  libel, 
why  did  not  the  gentlemen  who  manage 
this  prosecution  collect  the  necessary 
proofs  of  his  guilt,  before  they  brought 
him  here  ?  That  would  have  been  the 
proper  mode  of  proceeding,  and  there  was 
time  enough  to  have  done  it.  But  no-— 
they  bring  the  man  to  his  trial— »tbey  conv 
front  him  with  his  accuser,  and  when  the 
proof  ^ows  defective«-why  then  they 
crave  time  to  call  in  fresh  evidence !  '  Aj 
fiu:  as  we  have  hitherto  gpoe,  Sir,  our  dis- 
appointment has  been  stmicientljr  disgrace- 
ful ;  but  if  we  go  on,  and  can  in  the  end 
prove  no  more  against  Mr.  Horne  than 
what  we  have  already  proved,  we  must  be 
despised,  ridiculed,  laughed  at,  by  the. 
whole   kingdom.     Mr.   Horne  is   now 
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triumphing  over  us*  and  will  have  a  new 
triumph  in  that  case*  If,  therefore,  our 
honour  is  really  dear  Co  ua»  let  us  droo  this 
contest.  If  we  harie  any  shame  len,  let 
us  dirink  from  the  contempt  which  awaits 
us,  and»  out  of  a  regard  for  ourselTes^ 
make  no  more  attempts  upon  the  freedom 
pf  the  nation- 
Lord  North  : 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  hitherto  closely 
attended  to  the  aiguments  which  have 
been  urged  against  the  motion  now  under 
the  consideration  of  the  House,  and  the 
more  I  have  weighed  their  force,  the  more 
I  am  convinced  of  its  perfect  propriet]^. 
I  shall  not  enter  into  any  defence  of  it 
upon  principles  of  law,  as  it  has  been  al- 
ready supported  in  so  unanswerable  a  man- 
ner by  two  of  my  learned  friends^  the  At* 
tomey  and  Solicitor  General ;  but  I  shall 
beg  your  patience.  Sir j  for  a  few  observa- 
tions on  what  has  been  said  against  it,  as 
well  with  respect  to  the  indignation  which 
it  may  excite  among  the  people  at  large, 
as  with  respect  to  the  eventual  disgrace 
which  it  ma^  draw  down  upon  the  House. 
It  is  first  amrmed,  that  we  nave  brought  a 
charae  iigainst  Mr.  Home,  which  we  are 
not  &\e  to  prove,  and  that  now  we  want 
to  keep  him  arbitrarily  in  custody,  till  new 
evidence  is  found  to  convict  him.  I  deny 
this  Dosition  wholly;  the  House  has 
brougnt  no  charge  whatever  against  Mr. 
Home.  The  charge  against  him  proceeds 
from  Mr.  WoodjREdi.  Mr.  Horae,  indeed, 
refused  to  attend  an  order  of  the  House, 
and  was  apprehended  by  the  Serjeant  at 
Arms  for  nis  contempt ;  still,  however,  the 
House  has  made  no  choree,  and  is  now 
solely  debating  whether  the  evidence  .d 
Mr.  Woodfall's  men,  throush  whose  hands 
the  libel  passed,  shall  be  caued  for,  to  give 
what  force  it  may  possess  to  the  testimony 
of  their  master.  The  rig^t  hon.  member 
who  spoke  last  says,  that,  if  the  conviction 
of  Mr.  Home  was  so  crand  an  object  to 
government,  we  should  have  had  our  evi- 
dence ready  to  convict  him  before  he  came 
to  our  bar.  Sir,  government  has  no  wish 
to  convict  anjr  man  of  a  crime  who  is  real- 
ly innoc^t ;  it  is  a  sufficiently  distiresring 
mrt  of  its  dut^,  to  punish  the  really  guilty. 
It  would  be  highly  for  the  advantage  of 
government^  if  there  were  neither  offences 
hor^  o&nders ;  government,  therefore, 
having  brought  no  charge  against  Mr. 
Home,  was  not  required  to  bring  any  evi- 
dence in  bis  disfavour;  that  fell  wholly  to 
t|he  share  ^f  hi^  accuser,  and  the  accuser 


Imving  mentioned  the  names  of  some  who 
ma^  materially  tend  to  elucidate  the  truth, 
justice  makes  it  indispensibly  proper  to  lee 
what  lights  they  can  throw  upon  the  soco- 
sation. 

Great  stress  is  laid.  Sir,  upon  the  ds* 
gust  which  the  question,  if  carried,  will 
excite  without  doors.  But  this  psrtof  tbe 
argument  is  addressed  rather  to  oar  pas- 
sions, than  to  our  reason,  and  shrinb  be- 
fore the  test  oi  examination :  for  givenc 
leave  to  ask,  whose  battle  are  we  fightinf 
upon  this  occasion  ?  Is  it  not  the  bank 
or  the  people  ?  We  have  no  prifi^ga 
but  what  we  derive  from  them :  we  h$sn 
no  authority  but  that  with  which  they  hne 
invested  us.  Can  it  be  supposed,  then, 
that  the  people  will  be  angry  with  us  fa 
maintaining  their  rights?  for  defendio^ 
their  political  omnipotence,  and  presenug 
that  reverence  for  thenr  authority,  vUch 
gives  them  so  happy  an  equipoise  m  ik 
great  scale  of  the  constitution  ?  We  vt 
only4|he  meteors  of  a  mooKot,  Sir,  sod 
when  we  are  in  the  dust,  it  will  litde  si;- 
niiy  to  us,  whether  there  is  a  smgle  pmi* 
lege  of  this  House  existing;  but  the  peo- 

fle  will  continue,  to  the  latest  hour  of  tiae 
trust,  and  if  we  suffisr  an  invasion  of  tbdr 
powers,  the  precedent  may  wound  tbes  | 
to  the  last  hue  of  posterity.    The  rigbt  | 
hon.  gentleman  has  often  accused  us  cf  i 
destroying  the  people's  iibeities,  snd  dov  I 
he|  is  angry  with  itf  for  standing  foitb  fii  | 
their  defence ;  fault,  however,  moft  be , 
found,  and  so  the  widced  minister  is  bhiv- 
ed,  no  matter  what  is  the  ground  of  scoh  I 
sation  1    Various  gentlemen  in  the  cow^ 
of  the  debate  have    introduced  •  ^ 
whimsical  doctrme,  and  insisted,  ^at  ^ 
House  must  be  overwhelmed  ^'^ J^ 
grace,  if  Mr.   Horae  is  not  coDficted. 
And  why  so.  Sir?    Isacoortofiaveftf 
di wraoed,  because  a  prisoner  msj  be  k; 
Quitted  on  his  trial?    If  the  positionoil 
mese  gentlemen  holds  good,  the  judges^* 
defence  of  their  own  honour,  must  wxxe 
to  condemn  every  culprit.     1^  ^^ 
they  hang  upon  this  principle,  the  mof 
they  will  raise  themselves  into  eniflotio^ 
3ut  I  am  weary  of  refuting  such  puflvj 
ties.    While  we  do  justice,  we  need  nj^ 
be  apprehensive  of  disgrace;  aodit^.'^ 
a  greater  glory  to  let  a  man  escspe  *w 
impunity,  whom  we  all  believe  in  onr  coRj 
sciences  to  be  guilty,  because  there af^ 
a  sufficiency  of  legal  evidenee  sgsinj  W 
than  to  decline  any  enquiry  which  ^^ 
have  an  eventual  tendency  to  nisiBtaifi»»» 
Ifjgislative  authority  of  the  people* 
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Mr.  Edmund  Burke  : 

I  have  seen  too  many  instances  of  ab« 
•urdity  in  this  House,  Sir,  to  be  suiprised 
that  a  motion,  like  the  present,  begot  by 
folly,  and  nursed  by  despotism,  should  find 
so  many  powerful  advocates.  But,  Sir,  if 
gentlemen  retain  the  smallest  sense,  either 
of  honour  or  remorse,  let  me  conjure,  them 
to  renounce  their  sacrilegious  design 
against  the  happiness  of  their  country. 
The  motion  before  you.  Sir,  is  without  a 
precedent  in  the  annals  of  infamy.  If 
there  be  a  precedent  for  it,  let  its  boldest 
advocate  stand  up  and  produce  it,  or  say 
why  it  has  not  yet  been  produced ;  to  give 
oppression  at  least  sometning  like  a  familiar 
compley ion  ?  We  are  here.  Sir,  in  a  ma- 
teriai  part  of  the  session,  throwing  away 
our  time,  Which  God  knows  is  highly  re- 
quisite for  the  national  service,  and  swell- 
ing up  the  little  wart  of  a, private  libel  into 
a  political  Atlas,  as  if  the  object  of  this 
night's  debate  was  to  support  our  totteriiig 
constitution..  Does  this  become  either 
the  real  gravitv  of  our  seats  in  this  House, 
or  the  anected  sanctity  of  our  character 
beyond  these  walls  of  corruption  ?  Pardon 
me,  Mr.  Speaker,  if  1  am  too  warm.  My 
animation  may  be  a  reproach  to  my  pru- 
dence, but  I  trust  it  will  be  no  reflection 
on  the  integrity  of  my  heart.  I  never 
rise  in  this  House  with  mdiiference,  and  I 
never  rose  with  more  indignation  Chan  at 
this  moment,  to  see  the  malignant  rod  of 
persecution  still  held  up  in  our  hands, 
-vrheik  we  ought  to  be  seriobsly  labouring 
for  the  good  of  the  people. 

You,  Mr.  S[ieaker,  have  a  kind  of  per- 
sonal concern  in  the  business  of  this  mo- 
ment. Let  roe  beseech  you  to  exert  your 
influence.  Let  me  in  treat  you  to  heal,  if 
possible,  these  guilty  dissentions  which 
tear  us  from  the  public  service,  and  de- 
grade us  into  the  legislative  executioners 
of  the  community.  The  noble  lord  who 
spoke  last,  affeets  to  feel  greatl}'  for  the 
honour  of  the  House ;  and  so  he  ought, 
for  never  w^  House  so  obsequious  to  a 
minister.  If,  however,  he  would  really 
shew  his  regard,  let  him  now  remove  this 
monster  of  u  motion  from  our  sight,  and  no 
more  engage  us  in  war  with  individuals, 
where  victory  can  only  be  bought  with  the 
tears,  and  defeat  be  attended  with  the 
acorn,  of  the  whole  kingdom. 

The  question  being  then  put,  That  the 
three  persons  named  by  Mr.  Woodfall  do 
attend  to-morrow,  the  House  divided. 
The  Yeas  went  forth* 

£VOL.XVn.] 


Tellers. 
Mr.  Burrell    - 
Mr.  Hanmer'  - 
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Yeas  J 

V/^«  $  M*"'  Alderman  Oliver    J 
^^**  i  Mr.  Aid.  Townsend    -  J 

So  It  was  resolved  in  the  afiBrmatiire. 

Feb.  18.  The  Serjeant  at  Arms 
desired  to  bring  the  reverend  Mr.  Home 
to  the  bar.  A  warm  altercation  now  arose 
whether  the  questions  to  be  put  to  the 
witnesses  should  be  propounded  by  the 
Speaker,  or  only  suggested  to  him  oy  the 
members.  Mr.  Cavendish  insisted  that 
the  Speaker  had  no  such  power  in  him« 
self,  and  that  while  the  mace  was  at  the 
bar;  no  member  could  speak.  To  this  it 
was  objected,  that  it  was  extremely  ira- 
proper  to  fettei"  the  Hou3e  with  such  an 
unnecessary  form ;  that  if  it  was  founded 
in  reason,  that  reason  ought  to  be  assigned ; 
and  if  it  was  not,  it  was  fitter  to  dispense 
with  it  than  that  the  proceedings  should  be 
thereby  interrupted. 

The  Speaker  at  length  declared,  that 
the  mode  of  proceeding  in  the  present  in« 
stance  had  been  agreed  to  already,  it  could 
not  be  therefore  departed  from,  and  that 
he  should  adhere  to  It.  The  House  thei| 
proceeded,  tind  Mr.  Home  was  ordered  to 
the  bar. 

Richard  Penny  was  then  called  in,  and 
the  following  are  the  most  material  ques- 
tions put  to  him  by  the  Speaker : 

What  occupation  do  you  follow  ? — I  am 
printer.   ' 

Do  you  follow  any  particular  branch  of 
the  printing  business  f— -Yes,  that  of  a 
compositor. 

Are  yoii  a  master  printer,  or  do  you 
work  as  a  journeyman  ? — I  work  as  a  jour- 
neyman. 

With  whom?— With  Henry  Sampson 
Woodfall,  printer  of  the  Public  Adver- 
tiser. 

Do  you  do  any  part  of  the  news-paper 
called  the  Public  Advertiser  ? — I  do. 

What  part  ? — Sometimes  essays,  some- 
times paragraphs,  at  others  advertise- 
ments. 

The  Clerk  was  ordered  to  deliver  into 
his  hands  the  paper  of  the  lltti  instant, 
wherein  the  libel  upon  the  Speaker  was 
published. 

Did  you  compose  all  or  any  part  of  the 
letter  addressed  to  sir  Fletcher  Norton, 
knt.  and  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons?—Yes;  I  composed  a  gart,  and  left 
off  at  the  word  '  punctilio.'    * 

[SX] 
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Are  you  the  only  eonpoeitor  employed 
iipon  the  paper,  or  are  Uiere  otfitersS— 
Tjiere  are  five  compositors  besidet  myieH'. 

He  was  desiree  to  name  them ;  a&d 
Bamed  them  accordingly. 

From  what  was  the  tetter  addressed  to 
sir  Fletcher  Norton  compoaed? — From  a 
manuscript. 

Do  you  know  the  hand-writing  of  that 
manuscript.' — I  do  not 

Do  you  know  whether  It  was  Mr. 
Home's  hand-writing f—-I  cannot  tell;  I 
sever  saw  him  write. 

What  became  of  the  manuscript  after 
the  letter  was  composed  I — It  was  deliv^- 
ed  to  Mr.  WoodM. 

Do  you  know  any  thing  of  n  proof  sheet 
•f  the  letter  ?— That  also  was  delivered  to 
Mr.  Woodfyi. 

Did  you  see  It  afterwards  ?— I  did. 

Did  you  see  any  corrections;  any 
marks  in  writing  upon  it  f — There  were 


Can  yon  teU  of  whose  hand-writing  2-^1 

cannot. 

Where  was  the  proof  eheel  of  die  letter 
addressed  to  air  Fletcher  Norton,  sent  to  i 
*^i  do  not  know. 

By  what  messefoger  was  it  sent  ?-^I  can- 
Bottell. 

In  how  long  a  time  was  it  returned 
with  the  corrections? — In  about  ten  mi* 
mutes. 

Do  yott  know  the  prisoner  at  the  bar  { 
•—I  have  seen  the  gentleman  about  twice 
before,  but  never  laid  the  pleasure  to  con- 
verse with  him. 

You  never  saw  him  write,  nor  do  not 
know  his  hand-writing  ? — 1  never  saw  htm 
write,  and  cannot  be  positive  as  to  his 
band-writfng. 

Mr.  Home  was  then  told,  If  be  had 
nny  questions  to  propqse  to  the  evidence 
be  might  propose  them.  To  which  Mr. 
Heme  replieo,  I  would  ask  the  evidence 
whether,  before  this  moment,  he  ever 
beard  me  speak  ? — Yes ;  at  Brentford. 

Penny  and  Mr.  Home  were  ordered  to 
withdraw,  and  Mr.  Dempster  begged  leave 
to  state  a  doubt  he  laboured  under  •  re- 
specting the  propriety,  or  indeed  justice, 
of  the  proceeaing ;  for,  argued  Mr.  Demp- 
ster, the  House  has  entered  a  resolution 
upon   the  Journals,  against  the  aulhtws, 

Srinters,  and  publishers,  of  this  infamous 
bel ;  yet  you  are  examining  a  man,  who 
by  his  own  confession  appears  to  have 
been  concerned  in  the  printing  of  this  very 
Kbel,  I  shall  submit  it  therefore  as  a  ques- 
tion to  the  House,  whether  the  evidences 


should  not  be  informed  from  the  chiir, 
that  ^nothing  in  their  testimony  shall  ^ 
toin^ve  them  in  the  criminality;  as  it 
was  violation  of  all  Justice  to  make  a  mia 
convict  bimsdf.  The  Speaker  in  replj 
said.  That  if  the  House  requested  it,  hs 
would  give  the  evidences  such  infonns* 
tion ;  but  that  it  was  contrary  to  the 
forms  observed  in  any  court  of  judicature, 
as  many  gentlemen  of  the  long  robe 
present  could  testify. 

M^n  Sierudale,  another  of  Mr.  Wood- 
MPs  compositors,  was  then,  in  oompny 
with  Mr.  Horae,  introduced  to  the  bar. 
Questions,  in  sidistaDce  the  same  as  thoie 
proposed  to  Penny,  were  addressed  to  bin 
from  die  chair,  and,  from  bis  answen,  ii 
appeared  that  he  bad  not  composed  a  line 
oftheUbeK 

He  was  asked^  who  earned  the  proof 
sheet  to  be  corrected  I — He  could  not  telL 
Who  generally  were  the  messengers  os 
those  occasions  ^  His  answer  was,  bop 
whom  we  call  devils. — Did  he  knoir  aof 
thing  of  Mr.  Horaels  being  tbe  author  of 
the  letter  to  sir  Fletcher  Norton  ?— He  r^ 

Sied,  he  had  heard  his  master  say  that  Mr. 
ome  was  the  writer  of  that  letter. 

ChaHes  DavUj  a  third  compositor,  vai 
then  placed  at  the  bar  and  interrogated. 
He  proved  no  more  than  tbe  two  preoedisg 
evidences. 

The  interrogation  of  the  evidenoea  beiag 
finished 

The  SpeMhr  addressed  Mr.  Hone  ia 
terms  substantially  as  f<rflow6 : 

**  Mu  Home,  you  have  heard  the  whole 
of  the  charge  against  you,  both  from  Mr* 
Woodfall  and  the  evidences  just  now  eit* 
mined.  If  you  have  any  thing  to  laj  » 
exculpation  of  yourself,  or  any  defence  to 
make,  now  is  your  time  to  ofer  it«  I  n^ 
remind  you,  that  you  have  no  eccasioe  to 
say  any  thing  tending  4o  convict  yooneIC'' 

Mr.  Home,  in  an  address  to  the  Cba^ 
delivered  himself  thus : 

t>  Sir,  I  have  only  mv  thanks  to  relon 
ibr  the  inddgence  and  personal  hfwn 
which  have  been  shewn  me.  There  i^ 
Sir,  a  maxim  laid  down  by  a  verj  w^ 
man,  a  maxim  that  hitherto  I  have  found 
no  reason  to  di$pute,'it  is  *  that  truth,  bo«- 

*  ever  strong   of  itself,  was  never  stroog 

*  enough  to  oppose  a  vote.*  I  trust,  boif- 
ever,  that  from  the  event  of  ihb  (bj/ 
shall  be  convinced  my  friend'b  w»xvb  « 
one  instance  failed.'' 

Tbe  Speaker.     Is  that  all  yeabaveti 
say.  Sir? 
Mr.  Home*    Yes* 
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He  wu  ordered  to  withdraw. 

Mr.  Herbert  then  apologised  for  tke 
trouble  be  bad  given  the  Hoiue,  and  ad- 
•ded,  that,  aa  the  evidence  had  not  proved 
Mr.  Home  the  author  of  the  iibel,  to 
•evince  his  nnpartiality,  he  should  move 
^  That  Mr.  Horne  be  now  dischargjM  out 
af  custody  of  the  Seijeant  al  Anns/ 

Mr«  Sawbridge  moved  this  amendnefit, 
^  Without  paying  his  fees.* 

Mr.  Phipps  seoeoded  the  motion  thus 
sunended,  upon  a  principle  that  he  ought 
iiot  to  pay  for  the  neglect  of  his  accusers, 
in  not  having  witnesses  sufficient  to  prove 
the  charge  en  the  first  day ;  and  that,  if 
auch  a  procedure  was  once  esUMished  as 
a  preceaent,  it  would  be  io  the  power  of  a 
naalicious  person  to  ruin  any  man,  by  pro- 
ducing fVesh  witnesses  day  after  day,  and 
thus  keeping  him  a  prisoner  during  the 
whole  session.  But  we  have  been  led  into 
the  absurdities^  continued  Mr.  PhippSi  by 
ffiving  ear  to  false  prophecies.  A  noble 
K>rd  prophecied  that  Mr.  Home  would  not 
attend;  he  had  therefore  led  the  House 
^n  a  wrong  scent ;  and  his  prophecy  fail- 
ing, no  wonder  the  necessary  preparations 
were  not  made  for  the  event  which  hap- 
pened. 

Mr.  Charles  Fos  said,  it  was  impossible 
to  sit  still  and  hear  gentlemen  give  a  false . 
statement  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Houset 
he  therefore  mentioned  tl^  detail  of  oc- 
currences in  the  order  they  happened. 
Though  he  was  not  against  the  motion  for 
the  cUscharge  of  the  prisoner,  he  hoped 
the  failure  of  evidence  would  be  a  caution 
to  the  House  in  their  future  proceedings, 
and  particularly  that  the  House  might  not 
think  the  printer  deserved  any  lenity  for 
obeying  the  summons,  or  giving  up  the 
author;  he  had  done  no  more  than  his 
duty*  The  aothor,  Mr.  Fox  said,  was  no 
object  to  him;  the  printer,  who  had  iffr* 
serted  such  an  infamous  libel,  he  was  the 
greatest  culprit,  and  should  have  been 
conomitted  to  prison  as  was  at  first  moved. 
But  Mr.  Fox  said  he  should  reserve  hb 
sentiments  until  the  printer  thought  proper 
to  present  a  petition. 

Mr.  Herbert  ttf  reed  with  Mr.  Pox,  that 
the  printer  who  inserted  such  a  false  and 
kifiimoas  libel  deserved  the  severest  pu- 
ftishment,  and  he  gave  notice,  that  when- 
erer  the  printer  presented  his  petition,  he 
should  move  a  prosecution  agnnst  htm  for 
Che  libel.  With  respect  to  the  fees,  he 
contended  that  Mr.  Horne  ought  to  pay 
tiienii  as  his  being  iii  custody  was  owing 
to  his  net  obeylag  the  summons^ 


Colonel  BarrS  then  arraigned  in  the 
most  pointed  and  sarcastic  terms,  the  whole 
of  the  proceedings.  He  said,  that  but  a 
yery  few  days  ago  a  Bill  had  been  brought 
in,  prohibiting  any  gaoler  from  acceptm|^ 
fees  of  persons  acquitted  of  the  crimes  laid 
to  their  charge.  Were  common  gairiers 
to  be  excluded,  and  was  the  gaoler  of  that 
House  to  be  permitted  to  receive  fees, 
in  similar  cases?  Not,  (argued  the  oelo* 
nel)  that  I  am  for  deprivmg  the  officers  of 
this  House  of  their  proper  perquisites^ 
but  suppose  we  compliment  them  ia  a 
more  handsome  way ;  suppose  we  petition 
the  crown  to  pay  this  gentleman's  feeat 
or  what  if  the  noble  lord  issues  a  Treasmy 
order  for  the  purpose.  It  is  urged,  8ir^ 
that  the  fees  siiould  be  paid  because  Mr* 
Horne  was  in  contempt ;  but  if  you  die* 
charge  you  acquit  bim,  both  of  the  con- 
tempt, and  of  being  the  author  of  the  letter* 
If  he  is  not  acquitted  of  both,  you  ought 
not  to  discharge  him.  At  the  first  fcom« 
mencement  of  this  business  I  auaured  thai 
it  would  end  ill,  and  I  last  night  felt  in- 
conceivable  pain  for  the  noble  lord ;  his 
troops  were  no  more  prepared  to  defend 
than  to  fight  for  him.  I  know  some  little 
matter  about  the  arrangement  of  troops^ 
but  in  my  life  I  never  saw  a  body  of  regu*  , 
lars  cut  so  wretched  a  figure  ?  The  noble 
lord  has  been  charged  with  what  I  never 
suspected  him  guilty  of,  a  precipitancy* 
I  hope  he  will  take  his  spirited  fViend's 
advice  (Mr.  C.  Fox)  and  learn  a  little 
caution.  Advice,  whether  commg  from 
a  grey  or  a  green  head,  if  good,  should  be 
followed.  Sir,  much  has  been  said  abeot 
the  honour  of  this  House ;  but  where  was 
its  honour  when  Mr.  Wilkes,  In  answer 
to  theshefift'  summons,  called  the  ma* 

frity  of  this  House  [I  donh  say  it  because 
am  seldom  with  the  majority]  *  comipti 
profligate,  and  venal  ?'  Did  he  not  sign 
that  letter  to  the  sherlA  with  his  name  ? 
Yen  had  the  author  and  printer  in  your 
power ;  where  was  your  honour  ?  Where 
that  wonderful  anxiety  for  the  privileges 
of  this  House  i  Yet  you  dare  not  attack 
Mr.  Wilkes,  but  pitttuNy  attack  a  man 
against  whem  there  is  no  proof,  and  be^ 
wilder  yourselves  in  Ashing  out  evidence 
from  cempoflitors  and  printers  devils !  We 
hatl  had  a  great  deal  of  sound  law ;  I  wish 
we  had  a  little  more  sound  sense  from  the 
other  side  of  the  House.  I  have  ever^ 
thing  to  hope  from  the  noMe  lord ;  he  la 
at  present  most  happily  situated,  for  if  he 
wants  law,  he  has  but  to  look  to  the  left 
[to  Mr.  WeMerbom]  if  hesiands  in  need 
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of  cdramoD  sense,  his  spirited  friend  on  the 
right  [Mr.  Charles  fox]  can  abundantly 
tiipply  him. 

Mr.  De  Grey  opposed  the  discharge  of 
Mr.  Home,  and  was  deviating  into  an 
abuse  of  Mr.  Tcoke»  but  Mr.  Alderman 
Townsend  called  him  to  order. 

Mr.  Herbert's  first  motion  was  then  put, 
<<  That  Mr.  Home  be  discharged  from  the 
custody  of  the  Serjeant  at  Arms;''  which 
passed  without  a  division. 

Feb.  24.  Captain  Phippi  presented  a 
petition  from  Henry  Sampson  Woodfall, 
owning  the  enormity  of  the  offence,  and 
throwing  himself  on  the  clemency  of  the 
House. 

,  Mr.  Dempster  seconded  the  motion  for 
hia  discharge. 

.  Mr.  Herbert^  after  owning  that  the  con* 
duct  of  the  prisoner  spoke  much  in  his 
favour,  declared,  that  ne  did  not  think  a 
few  days  confinement  a  sufficient  punish- 
ment for  his  oflence :  he  moved  therefore 
tliat  the  petition  be  rejected. 

Lord  George  Germain  spoke  for  the  re- 
ception of  the  petition,  and  the  discharge 
of  the  petitioner :  his  case,  he  said,  was 
aingularly  hard ;  he  was  about  to  be  se- 
verely punished  for  what  his  brother  print- 
ers were  daily  guilty  of,  namely,  prmting 
the  proceedings  of  the  House ;  that  the 
Speaker  signed  an  order,  which  appeared 
at  the  bottom  of  every  day's  printed  votes, 
that  no  man  should  print  the  proceedings 
of  the  House  without  his  express  leave, 
and  yet  they  had  been  told,  aCtheir  own 
bar  by  the  petitioner,  that  he  had  been  a 
printer  for  near  twenty  years,  and  never 
incurred  the  displeasure  of  the  House  be- 
fore— a  tacit  implication,  that  the  House 
themselves  were  less  rigid  in  supporting 
their  own  orders,  than  their  honour  re- 
quired :  he  therefore  was  for  discharging 
this  first  offender,  and  letting  their  pre- 
aent  lenity  operate  as  a  notice,  that  Uiey 
were  detcrmhied  to  punish  with  the  ut- 
most severity  the  next  person  who  merited 
their  resentment. 

Lord  North  said,  that  the  decent  de- 
meanor of  the  prisoner,  the  candour  of  his 
acknowledging  his  error,  and  the  respect 
and  submission  which  he  had  uniformly 
shewn  the  House,  had  in  a  ereat  desree 
lessened  his  criminality ;  but  that  the  Hon. 
member,  who  first  made  the  motion  for 
bis  being  committed  to  the  custody  of  the 
Serjeant  at  Arms,  deserved  the  support  of 
the  House ;  he  was  disposed  to  shew  mercy 
IQ  the  petitioner,  but  be  pould  not  desert 


the  hon.  member,  when  he  so  highly  me- 
rited assistance:  he  therefore  seconded 
the  motioh  for  rejecting  the  petitum :  a 
few  days  imprisonment,  he  thought,  ms 
too  lenient  a  punishment;  a  day  of  mercy 
would  come,  but  it  was  not  yet  at  band. 

Colonel  Onsloiw  said,  he  should  wish  to 
have  the  printer  released,  as  he  had  act- 
ed in  contradiction  to  the  adrice  of  tome 
members  of  that  House ;  that  he  had  been 
credibly  informed,  two  members  desired 
him  by  no  n^eans  to  obey  the  Speakei'i 
summons :  he  said,  since  that  bustnets  bad 
begun,  the  newspapers  had  been  foil  «f 
libels— that  there  was  a  most  lafanHW 
libel  on  his  Majesty  and  both  Houses  of 
Parliament,  printed  a  few  days  ago,  at  the 
bottom  of  what  was  called  ^<  An  Heroic 
Postscript ;"  that  no  person  was  a  greater 
enemy  to  libellers  than  himself;  for  diej 
had  not  only  abused  and  disturbed  us  at 
home,  but  had  occasioned  a  rebellion  in 
America;  and  he  plainly  foresaw,  unless 
some  stop  was  put  to  the  present  mode  of 
libelling,  that  both  Houses  would  be  ob- 
liged to  make  a  Privilege  Bill,  however 
disagreeable. 

The  question  passed  in  the  negatire, 
without  a  division. 

March  2.  Captain  Phipps  said,  he  had 
a  petition  in  his  hand  from  Mr.  Woodfall, 
praying  to  be  released  from  his  present 
confinement,  otherwise  it  would  end  in  the 
ruin  of  himself  and  family:  he  said,  be  did 
not  wish  this  to  be  understood  as  a  aoffid* 
ent  punishment  for  the  offence ;  but  that 
the  House  would  take  into  conskleratioo 
the  deplorable  state  to  which  tbisvouki 
bring  an  innocent  family :  he  said,  the 
hon.  gentleman  TMr.  Herbert)  who  first 
proposed  the  confinement,  though  not  pre- 
sent,  had  commissioned  him  to  declare  to 
the  House  his  approbation :  he  therefoR 
desired  leave  to  present  it. 

Mr.  Charles  Fox  said,  he  should  not  op- 
pose the  petition  being  presented ;  but  be 
thought  the  noble  lord  f  North)  who  hid 
shone  so  amazingly  in  tnis  busioeas,  and 
who  was  so  great  a  lover  of  the  Liberty  of 
the  Press,  ought  to  be  present,  and  like- 
wise the  original  mover  of  the  businen: 
he  aaid,  it  was  pitiful  in  them  to  <i^^^ 
another  person  to  dedare  their  wiU : » 
seemed  as  if  they  were  ashamed  of  their 
proceedings,  which,  he  said,  the  noble  iort 
nad  no  occasion  to  be ;  for  no  person  couw 
tell  yet  which  side  he  meant  to  ^^P^ 
by  his  declarations:  he  said,  ^P^ 
lord,  the  fim  day  of  the  bvmesh  ieau^ 
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that  should  the  pmoner  petition  at  ever 
so  eariy  a  period,  he  diould  not  be  against 
it ;  yet,  after  a  week's  confinement*  he  did 
petition,  and  the  noble  lord  went  from  his 
word,  not  out  of  any  regard  for  the  privi* 
leges  of  the  House,  but  merely  to  piease 
an  individual. 

Lord  Clare  answered  him,  saying,  the 
hoD.  gentleman  had  paid  the  noble  lord  a 
far  greater  compliment  by  chance,  than  he 
could  well  have  done  had  he  studied  for 
lin  hour,  which  was  a  thing  he  seldom  did : 
he  said,  the  noble  lord,  by  complying  with 
an  individual's  request,  of  committing  to 
the  Seijeant  at  Arms,  instead  of  the  Gate- 
house, shewed  tlie  goodness  of  his  nature ; 
and  said,  it  was  the  first  time  a  minister 
had  been  arraigned  for  suffering  another  to 
carry  his  opinion  freely. 

Mr.  Phipps  then  presente4  the  petition, 
and  moved,  <<  That  H.  S.  Woodfall  be 
brought  to  the  bar,  and  finally  discharged, 
on  paying  his  fees." 

Mr.  Fuller  moved,  for  the  amendment, 
<*  after  being  reprimanded  on  his  knees  by 
the  Speaker." 

Capt.  Fhipps  spoke  much  against  the 
anaendment ;  said  it  was  an  unconstitu- 
tional motion,  a  motion  of  a  dangerous 
tendency,  which  ought  never  to  be  adapt- 
ed :  he  said,  he  hoped  never  to  see  a  man 
in  this  free  counti^  pay  adoration  to  any 
man,  or  set  of  men,  on  his  knees ;  and  the 
man  who  would  submit  to  such  a  mean- 
ness, oo^ht  to  be  entirely  disfranchised 
from  havrog  any  power  to  vote  in  any  af- 
fair whatever :  he  said,  they  had  an  in- 
stance of  their  attempting  such  a  thing  a 
few  years  past,  which  the  gentleman,  ra- 
ther than  consent  to,  had  made  an  exile 
of  himself:  he  said,  those  methods  might 
do  when  the  Star  Chamber  had  power  to 
cut  off  a  prisoner's  ears  or  nose ;  but  he 
sincerely  hoj^d  the  House  would  spurn  at 
such  a  proceeding  now. 

Mr.  J*.  Toumshend  spoke  much  in  &- 
▼our  of  the  printer's  being  released,  and 
against  so  infamous  a  method  as  reprimand- 
ing him  on  his  knees. 

The  question  was  put,  **  whether  the 
amendment  should  stand  part  of  the  mo- 
tion ?"  and  negative'd  without  a  division. 
The  Question  was  then  put  without  the 
amendment,  and  carried  almost  unani- 
mously. 

The  Seijeant  was  ordered  to  bring  Mr. 
Woodfall  in,  when  being  placed  at  the  bar, 
the  Speaker  recapitulated  to  him  the 
whole  of  the  proceedings  from  the  letter 
which  appealed  being  deemed  a  13>el,  his 


bdag  summoned,  his  attending,  giving  up 
the  author,  &c.  and  told  him,  that  when 
the  House  cleared  him,  he  (sir  Fletcher) 
was  entirely  satisfied ;  that  whatever  else 
the  House  had  done,  was  on  their  own  ac-t 
count ;  that  he  owed  neither  him,  nor  the 
reverend  Mr.  Home,  any  animosity ;  but 
assured  him,  he  forgave  them  both,  .and 
acquainted  him,  that  he  was  discharged» 
op  paying  his  fees. 

Mr.  Alderman  Sawbridg^s  Annual  Mo» 
iionfor  a  Bill  to  shorten  the  Duraiien  of 
Parliaments,^  February  15.  The  order 
of  the  day  being  read, 

Mr.  Alderman  Saxobridge  spoke  as  fol- 
lows : 

Mr.  Speaker ;  in  treating  the  sub- 
ject which  I  shall  have  the  honour  of 
moving  this  day,  1  have  heretofore  stated 
to  the  House  what  was  the  ancient  consti- 
tution of  parliaments ;  what  were  the  be- 
nefits this  country  derived  from  it ;  and 
what  inconveniences  we  have  already  suf- 
fered in  consequence  of  having  departed 
from  that  principle. 

I  mean  not  on  the  present  occasion  to 
go  over  the  ground  I  have  already  trod- 
den, but,  with  the  leave  of  the  House,  will 
mention  a  few  of  the  bad  consequences^ 
which,  I  apprehend,  we  shall  hereafter 
j^and  perhaps  at  no  very  distant  period) 
feel,  if  we  do  not  recur  to  our  ancient  con- 
stitutional usage  of  short  parliaments. 

1  am  apprehensive.  Sir,  that  gentlemen 
having  obtained  a  seat  in  this  House  for 
so  long  a  term  as  seven  years,  may  consi- 
der th^lnselves  possessed  of  a  beneficial 
lease;  may  forget  what  they  owe  to  their 
constituents;  and,  instead  of  emntoying 
their  talents  for  the  advanta^^  of  tae  pub* 
lie,  whom  it  is  thehr  duty  faithfully  to  re-^ 
present,  may  resolve  systematically  to  sup- 
port administration  in  all  its  measures,  be 
they  ever  so  weak,  be  they  ever  so  wick* 
ed.  I  am  apprehensive,  that  gentlemen 
who  have  obtained  a  seat  for  so  long  a 
term,  though  they  come  into  this  House 
with  tolerably  pure  intentions,  falling 
in  the  way  of  ministers,  or  the  procu- 
rer for  ministers,  may  be  tempted  to  de- 
viate from  the  paths  of  virtue ;  and  when 
that  is  once  quitted,  you  know.  Sir,  how 
rarely  it  has  ever  been  regained* 

Should  this  ever  happen  to  be  the  case, 
what  have  we  not  to  dread  from  such  a 
House  of  Commons  ? 

May  they  not  have  the  hardiness  to  re^ 
ject  members  chosen  by  the  peoplci  and 
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place  in  their  eteod  othelt  appointed  by 
the  ministers  i 

May  they  not  determiDe,  that  their 
resolutions  are  superior  to  the  law  of  the 
land? 

May  they  not  arrogate  to  themselves 
executive  as  well  as  legislative  authority^ 
and  arbitrarily  punish  persons  who  have 
not  been  legally  convicted  of  any  ofence 
against  the  known  law  of  the  land  i 

May  they  not  imprison  magistrates  for 
having  faithfully  discharged  their  duty  ? 
.  May  they  not  deprive  corporate  bo- 
dies of  their  chartered  righu,  without 
even  a  pretence  of  their  having  committed 
any  thing  by  which  those  rights  were  for* 
felted  ? 

May  they  not  receive  a  large  portion  of 
the  civtl-list  revenue  in  pensions,  and  then 
grant  an  addition  without  calling  for  an 
account  ? 

May  they  not  enact  laws  to  make  every 
branch  of  the  royal  family  abject  slaves  to 
the  crown  ? 

May  they  not  constantly  vote  war  estab- 
lishments in  time  of  profound  peace ;  and 
by  mean  of  enormous  consequential  taxes» 
totally  ruin  the  declining  manufactures  of 
their  country  f 

May  they  not  (with  as  much  propriety 


I  the  triennial  parliament,  in  1716,  voted 
itself  septeonial)  vote  themselves  perpe- 
tual? 

All  these  mischiefs  may  be  brought 
to  pass  in  a  corrupt  septennial  parliament, 
to  the  subversion  of  this  once  free  consti- 
tution. 

1  shall  say  no  more  at  present  in  sup* 
port  of  iny  motion;  but  having  made  it, 
will  attend  to  any  arguments  which  shall 
be  urged  against  it.  I  therefore  move 
you,  Sir,  **  That  leave  be  given  to  bring 
10  a  Bill  for  shortening  the  Duration  of 
Parliaments.*' 

Mr.  Alderman  James  Townshend  being 
absent,  Mr.  Oliver  seconded  the  motion. 
After  a  short  debate,  the  House  divided. 
The  Yeas  went  forth. 

Tellers. 

V-a  B  I ^'■*  Alderman  Sawbridgel    -. * 
"^^  iMr.  Alderman  Oliver     .J   ^ 

V/>».  5^^*  Charles  James  Fox 
"^*' IMr.  Ooalow     .    -    . 

So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

IMateinike  Commons  mi  Sir  George  Sa' 
vU^s  BiU  to  secure  the  Rights  of  Electors.^ 
Febw  IB.  Sir  George  Savih  rose  to  make 
the  sHMaioCioii  i^icblM  dU  last  year^ 
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ooneeming  tiie  Middlesex  Elecdon,  snd  to 
bring  ina  Bm  for  more  eftctaaHysecorisg 
the  righta  of  the  eleotora  of  Orest  Bri- 
tain.   He  aaid,  he  wookl  not  recspitnhte 
the  arguments  which  he  had  made  use  d 
the  year  before,  as,  no  doubt,  the  imprci* 
sion  of  that  important  subject  was  still  is 
the  minds  of  many  menbera  in  that  Houm; 
that  he  flattered  himself  he  had  tbn  year 
some  glittimering  hopes   of  carrying  In 
question ;  that  tat  House  was  not  now  in 
that  heat  and  ferment  which  it  fomdy 
was;  that  truth  had  now  a  chance  of  pre- 
vailing; that  the  House  was  now  id  cool 
deliberatioo,  and  no  doabt  this  ousiktoB, 
by  being  cidmly  coiisidered,  migbt  meet 
with  friends,  who,  in  ttnoes  moiehefltod 
than  the  present,  were  of  another  opioioo] 
that  this  was  not  a  ministerial  question,  h 
was  a  question  of  the  people  at  huge;  this 
was  not  a  question  meant  to  stagger  and 
overthrow  administration,  such  a  queition 
was  the  farthest  from  his  thoughts ;  tbstlit 
himself  would  wish  to  grant  the  ministry  a 
long  lease  of  their  possessions.  If  this  great 
object  might  prevail.     He  then  recapito- 
lated  the  right  of  electors  to  delate  their 
power  to  persons  of  a  legal  dewnipiion; 
that,  if  choice  was  made  properly,  ii  vai 
impossible  to  choose  a  man  contrary  to 
such  description ;  that  the  exceeding  soch 
description  was  an  iniory  of  the  bigbert 
kind  toUie  public;  that  there  werecer* 
tain  truths,  which,  though  not  described, 
w^re  yet  felt.    He  said,  the  people  in  ths 
country  were  induced  and  brought,  by  the 
late  decisions  in  that  House  concerning 
the  Middlesex  election,  to  feel  differently 
from  then*  representatives;  that  the  blood 
of  the  people  did  not  trickle  in  their  Tdm 
in  the  same  manner  as  it  did  in  the  veitf 
of  those  whom  they  had  chosen;  thstthe 
gain  of  that  House,  was  not  their  gain; 
the  honour  of  that  House,  was  not  their 
honour.    To  this  unfortunate  sitoation  the 
House  was  brought,  and  he  hoped  that, 
by  acqniesoiog  in  hn  iofeiided  mocioo,  it 
would  not  be  too  late  to  reooneBe  mstten, 
so  that  the  people  of  Engknd  and  ther  re- 
presentatives miglkt  not  M  divided  sgainst 
each  other.    He  therefore  moved,  **  Tb* 
leave  be  gitea  to  bring  hi  a  Bift  for  niord 
^tkatm^r  securing  the  rights  of  the  eleo 
tors  of  Great  BrMo,  with  redpeet  tstha 
eligibility  of  persons  to  serve  in  ptflii' 
menu'* 

Mr.  DtmdmoeU  aeoottded  che  mtm, 
and  ised  man jr  of  the  aigumeatg  be  m 
fcrnerly  done  in  eupport  of  the  motioo* 

hoii  North  reae»  iad  ifler  tfbiemflf 
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ibe  fair  And  candid  manner  in  which  this 
|ue8tion  was  both  moved  and  seconded, 
lakl,  the  mover  of  it  had  declared  it  was  not 
nade  to  itagger  or  hurt  adminbtration,' 
lad  that  he  did  not  beiieve  it  was  a  ques- 
tion of  a  minister,  but  it  was  an  important 
suestien  to  that  House ;  he  said,  if  they 
ihould  lose  t!ie  incapacity,  they  at  the 
lame  time  would  lose  the  power  ef  expul- 
HOQ;  that  expulsion  would  be  ne^less 
¥ithout  incapacity  following;  that  the 
)uestion  was  never  contested  but  twice, 
Kid  the  House  had  in  both  instances  got 
he  better;  that  it  had  never  yet  been 
^rried,  and  he  hoped  to  God  it  never 
rould ;  that  this  parliament  in  the  decbion 
lad  claimed  notning  more  than  its  ances- 
ers;  that  what  they  had  dohe  was  highly 
lecessary  for  carrying  on  the  public  bu* 
iness  and  doing  their  duty  to  their  con- 
lituents;  that  as  to  himself,  he  did  not 
we  whether  such  a  question  was  Kkely  to 
tagger  him  in  his  situation  or  not,  that  he 
bottid  do  his  duty  and  give  that  free  opi- 
aoD  upon  this  question  which  was  con- 
Jsteut  with  reason  and  propriety ;  that  as 
DDgas  be  had  the  honour  of  a  seat  in  that 
iouse,  he  should  give  his  negative  to  the 
[uestion ;  that  his  constituents  would  soon 
iave  it  in  their  power  to  form  an  opinioB 
uitably  to  their  judgment ;  that  he  had 
et  no  reason  to  think  that  the  major  part 
f  the  constituents  disapproved  of  what 
ad  been  done,  and  he  hoped  that  those 
horn  they  niight  hereafter  chuse  would 
rove  as  great  assertors  of  the  privileges  of 
lat  House,  and  liberties  of  the  peo^e,  as 
leir  predecessors. 

Mr.  Serjeant  GfyniM  used  much  tiie  same 
lad  of  arguments  as  he  did  last  year,  con- 
emning  the  precedents  on  which  the  }ate 
ecision  had  chiefly  rested.  He  spoke 
ut  little,  and  made  an  apology  that  if  his 
liod  had  led  him  to  trouble  the  House 
ly  longer,  tu^  infirmities  would  not  per- 
lit  bim. 

Mr.  ^otMr«{  res*  and  saiid,  for  his  part 
»  should  wMi  to  €Mrry  liis  opinion,  and 
|ree  with  that  able  kiwyer,  ^8ir  I^etehev 
orton)  who  hadformerly  de«ared,  **  that 
le  Resolution  of  a  House  of  Commons 
i  valued  no  more  than  that  of  a  set  of 
'unkeii  porters  -**  that  ^ther  that  great 
wyer  must  b^  v^ry  wrong  in  bis  opinion, 
'  the  Hoa39  v«ry  eirrpneous  in  their  d»- 
sioAi ;  ho  sheiild  therefore  now,  he  mt^. 
osed,  be  ia  that  same  minerity  which  he 
id  fceqisently  keen  upon  tMe  oeoasion. 

Mr.  Edmund  Burke  sp  Ae  verr  iSbh/  hi 
ipport  of  the  q[oestion. 


Mr.  Tan  moved,  that  the  Act  of  the  9tli 
of  WiHiam  3,  against  blasphemy,  might  b* 
read :  which  being  read,  he  observed,  that 
if  there  had  been  no  other  reason  ofl^red^ 
or  orecedents  brought  for  refusing  a  seat 
to  tne  person  who  was  the  object  of  this 
motion,  that  his  being  convicted  of  a  kind 
of  blasphemy  was  alone  sidBcient  to  keep 
him  out  of  that  assembly. 

The  debate  then  ended,  and  the  ques- 
tion being  put,  the  House  divided.  Th» 
Yeas  went  forth. 


Tellers. 


Ybas 


J  Mr.  Byng  .  -  -  -1 
XSir  Edward  Aatley  -J 
CDoctor  Burr^  -  -  \ 
(,Mr.  Hanmer  *  <•  -j 
So  it  passed  in  the  negative* 


li7 


Noes 


Debate  in  the  Comment  on  Mr,  Charles 
Fet^e  Compiaint  of  a  Libel  in  the  ««  PMie 
Advertiser]**  and  «  Morning  Ckromde.**^ 
F«b.  16.  Afber  the  private  busioeas  waa 
over, 

Mr.  Charles  Fox  rose  and  aaid : 

Mr.  Speaker ;  the  share  I  have  hi- 
therto taken  in  the  matter  of  libels  that 
has  kHely  occupied  the  attention  of  thla 
House,  calls  upon  me  at  present  to  tak» 
notice  of  a  freni  1^1  of,  if  possible,  a  yet 
more  mischievous  and  detestable  nature, 
than  that  for  which  you  have  already  pu« 
nished  one  printer.  Sir,  the  paper  I  al- 
lude to  is  one  that  I  have  in  my  hand ;  it 
is  a  letter  in  the  PubHc  Advertiser,  and. 
the  Morning  Chronicle  of  this  momiBg^ 
Signed  <<  A  South  Rritoa.'^*    Sir,  I  esteeaa 


*  The  ftHlowiog  is  a  Copy  of  the  said  Letter : 
"  Sir ;  the  followipur  curses  are  by  Ood  de- 
nounced in  boly  writ ;  Cursed  is  he  that  curses 
father  or  mother ;  cursed  is  be  that  removeth 
his  oeii^hbour's  land- mark  ;  cursed  are  the  ud* 
merciliil^  covetous  persona  and  ea^'tortioners. 
Now,  as  to  the  first,  surely  that  man  must  lie 
under  that  <;urse»  who  by  force  drives  his  father 
from  bis  possessit^D*  <^Dd  birf  s  pecmle  with  bis 
father's  money  to  murder  him.  As  to  the  se- 
qond  curse^  if  it  is  a  damnable  sin  to  remov^ 
a  neighbour's  laud- mack  to  defraud  him  of  a 
bit  of  ground,  bow  great,  Uow  tremendously 
grea^  must  that  man's  curse  be»  who,  attbougk 
be  lets  the  land-mark  stand,  yet  by  fiKce  de- 
frauds bim  of  bis  whole  ground  and  property  ! 
And  that  snap  who  is  gMiIty  of  the  above 
mun  certainly  be  an  unmercitid,  covetous,  ex- 
tprtionable  person.  This  day  84  years,  just  at 
the  very  time  the  curses  of  Cod  were  iiy  his^ 
lawful  ministers  pronouacing  in  alntOst  every 
I  dhurcb  in  En^and,  ScoUand  and  Irelaod,  an 
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it. one  of  the  highest  and  most  atrocious 
calumnies ;  one  of  the  vilest  libels  on  the 
constitution  of  this  country  that  ever  was 
published.  It  is  not  an  abuse  of  this  per- 
flouy  or  that  person,  but  of  the  constitution 
of  this  kingdom :  it  is  a  libel  upon  the  glo- 
rious Revolution  in  1688>  and  terms  it  ex- 
pressly a  rebellion  against  king  James. 
Sir,  I  am  so  much  an  enemy  to  all  libels — 
to  all  licentiousness  of  the  press, — ^though 
a  friend  to  the  legal  liberty  of  it,  that  in- 
duces me  to  bring  libels  of  all  denomina- 
tions oh  the  carpet.  I  am,  Sir,  expressly 
for  putting  a  stop,  and  an  effectual  one,  to- 
80  scandalous  a  practice.  This  which  I 
hold  in  my  hand,  is  of  such  an  abominable 
nature,  that  I  am  confident  there  is  not  a 
gentleman  in  the  House  who  will  disagree 
with  me  on  the  occasion.  I  think.  Sir,  it 
will  occasion  no  debate:  I  am  sure  it  will 
be  a  dishonour  to  the  House,  if  there 
should  be  a  debate  on  it.  The  great  Re- 
volution was  the  sera  of  the  liberties — of 
the  happiness  of  Britain :  it  was  an  sera 
which  demands  every  tribute  of  honour 
and  applause  that  the  heart  of  man  can 
give;  and  he  ill  deserves  a  seat  in  this 

herald  was  proclaimiDff  two  undutiful  children 
k—  and  q^  of  England,  6cc.  Bat  peace  to 
their  manes  :  they,  in  a  short  time  afterwards, 
were  obliged  to  appear  where  rebellioo,  per- 
jury, fraud,  cunning  and  deceit  would  stand  in 
DO  good  stead.  But  let  us  see  and  consider 
the  advantages  the  subjects  gained  by  that 
glorious  dayls  work :  before  that  period  the 
subjects  were  not  incumbered  with  so  mut\\ 
as  one  penny  national  debt ;  and  the  whole  of 
all  their  taxes  united  together  scarcely  amount- 
ed to  threepence  in  the  pound.  Now  take  all 
our  taxes  of  every  sort  united,  they  amount  to 
about  15f.  in  the  pound,  three  parts  of  our 
whole  property  (the  undoubted  cause  of  provi- 
sions being  dean  and  as  the  K —  goes  on,  the 
remaining  fourth  must  soon  follow  ;  and  sup- 
pose the  national  debt  to  be  140  millions, 
which  funded  and  unfunded  I  believe  will 
amount  to  that  sum,  then  for  everv  single  day 
since  the  R  we  have  been  blessed  with 

an  accumulating  debt,  amounting  to  upwards 
of  4,562/.  19«.  Bid.  per  day  ;  ^a  blessing  on  us 
and  our  posterity  for  ever,  so  sure  as  the 

R was  a  blessing,  if  otherwise  a  corse  and 

burthen  oo  us  and  our  latest  posterity  ;  and  all 
the  aforesaid  millions  were  expended  to  make 
the  poor  and  distressed  states  of  Holland  be- 
come rich,  high  and  mighty,  the  poor  elec- 
torate of  Hanover  rich  and  wealthy,  and  the 
•objects  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  in  po- 
verty, distress  and  slavery ;  and  since  the  afore- 
said period  our  governors  have  coaxed  us  to 
part  with  the  major  part  of  our  money  they 
did  not  take  by  force,  and  in  the  room  thereof 


House,  who  can  tamely  ut  tod  seetbe 
most  infamous  libels,  the  most  lioentiooi 
scurrility,  daily  exercised  on  the  event,  to 
which,  of  all  others,  this  country  owes  the 
most.  X  therefore  desire,  aaa  foundstioii 
for  a  motion,  that  the  papers  be  read. 
[Here  the  papers  were  read,  both  Public 
Advertiser  and  Morning  Chronicle.] 
Now,  Sir,  I  move 

<<  That  the  said  Letter  is  a  false,  ecu- 
dalous,  and  traitorous  libel  upon  the  coosti- 
tution  of  this  country,  and  tending  to  alie- 
nate the  affections  of  his  Majesty's  sub- 
jects from  his  Majesty  and  his  royal  &• 
mily." 

Mr.  Thomas  T&omihend: 

Mr.  Speaker;  I  do  not  rise  to  op- 
pose this  motion  absolutely,  though  I  think 
I  have  an  observation  to  make  on  it  tlut 
is  worth  the  attention  of  the  House :  it  is 
the  amazing  stupidity  of  the  performaoce 
that  has  now  been  read :  there  is  ndther 
wit„  sense,  spirit,  nor  understanding  in  it. 
I  think,  Sir,'  it  is  too  contemptible  for  ths 
notice.  But,  Sir,  now  I  am  upon  mv  legs,  1 
cannot  avoid  making  a  few  remaru  upon 

to  give  us  bits  of  paper ;  so  that  the  major  piit 
of  our  remaining  wealth  is  now  in  their  buds; 
by  which  means  they  keep  op  t^e  folloffioe 
standing  armies  to  keep  the  subject  io  i*?. 
poverty,  distress,  and  slavery  :  a  ttao&i; 
army  of  great  plflfcemen,  a  sundiog  annj  of 
excisemen,  permit- men,  custom-bouse  officen, 
with  the  other  innumerable  compaoy  of  ^ 

filacemen,  a  standing  army  of  deroDiiBf 
ocusts,  called  pensioners,  and  a  staodiog 
army  of  soldiers ;  by  all  which  metos  o&r 
liberties  are  become  barely  nomioal,  aod  w' 
paper  property  of  every  sort  wheoew  iN 
-'pleases  can   be  wiped  oat  with  i 


sponge. 

**  If  we  consider  religion,  the  cbarcb  of 
England  flourished  before  that  period;  bit 
since  that  time  Popery  and  fanau'cism  bare 
eucreased^  especially  of  late  years,  to  such  t 
degree,  that,  without  the  spirit  of  propfae^i 
we  may  foretel  that  in  a  few  years  tbe  cfaora 
of  England  will  be  extinct,  unless  God  io  bs 
great  mercy  preserves  us. 

*'  If  we  look  into  morality,  our  gorcmfft 
since  that  period,  by  their  wicked  exaispiesM 
bribery,  corruption,  dissipation,  gamiDgi  *>^ 
every  species  of  wickedness  that  can  be  coin* 
mitted,  have  so  debauched  the  mortli  of  io« 
people,  that  morality  is  in  the  saoie  deploraW 
condition  of  liberty,  property  and  rdigioB,  "*; 
almost  vanished  from  these  oooe  bappy  '^' 
On  tbe  whole,  if  a  tree  is  to  be  koomi  b;  iv 
fruits,  who  .dare  say  tbe  Rebellioo  9^ 

k—  James  was  not  a  g s  R — "  ^  „ 

"lam,       '         ASouMBamw. 
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the  hos.  gentleman  being  «o  assiduous  to 
bring  tbispooFy  despio&le  South  Briton 
to  punishment,  after  permitting  so  many 
similar,  and  more  pernicious  ones,  to  walk 
at  large.-  Sir,  I  well  know,  that  from  the 
conviction  and  punishment  of  Dr.  Sheb- 
beare  to  the  present  moment,  no  papers  of 
this  sort  have  been  taken  notice  or.  But, 
Sir,  the  very  contrary  has  been  the  case : 
tfaerevilers  of  the  Revolution,  and  of  the 
principles  of  the  Revolution,  have  been 
applauded,  revered,  and'  even  pensioned ; 
and  to  such  a  conduct  it  is  owing,  perhaps, 
that  we  have  now  that  despicable  libel  on 
the  table.  Dr.  Shebbeare  and  Dr.  John- 
son have  been  pensioned,  but  this  wretched 
South  Briton  is  to  be  prosecuted !  Sir,  all 
three  write  with  the  same  tendency,  with 
the  same  aim,  with  the  same  spirit :  they 
all  have  viliiied  the  Revolution,  and  have 
libelled  the  principles  which  effected  It. 
Dr.  Shebbeare  was  imprisoned  and  pil- 
loried by  the  King's-bench :  and  yet  ad- 
ministration has  pensioned  him.  Dr. 
Johnson  wrote  a  pamphlet,  in  which  he, 
too,  advanced  notions  which  deserved  pu- 
nishment. Dr.  Johnson  was  pensioned 
by  adminiatration.  Dr.  Johnson  published 
a  second  pamphlet  of  the  same  stamp  with 
tlie  first.  AdministratioUi  it  is  said,  (I 
know  not  with  what  truth)  had  his  pension 
doubled.  But  now  comes  a  miserable 
scribbler,  who  has  advanced  nothing  be- 
yond the  spirit  of  the  othersi  and  he  is  to 
be  punished  for  what  they  were  pensioned ! 
He  deserves  it,  I  admit,  and  I  shall  not 
vote  against  it ;  but  I  wish  to  see  more 
consistency  in  some  men's  actions.  Sir, 
I  must  go  further,  and  say,  that  it  is  not 
only  in  the  case  of  these  two  worthy  doc- 
tors, but  the  same  thing  has  branched 
through  various  other  matters,  and  thnt 
the  descendants  of  those  men  who  brought 
the  Revolution  to  bear,  are  not  the  men 
who  meet  with  honour  at  present.  Nay, 
the  reviiers  of  those  ancestors  meet  'with 
countenance  and  protection.  I  know  not 
if  any  descendants  of  lord  Russell  are  in 
the  House  (looking  about  him) — yes^ 
there 'are  some  near  me,  who  must  admit 
the  truth  of  what  I  say.  A.  drop  of  the 
blood  of  Sidney  is  in  my  veins :  I  think  it 
no  dishonour ;  but  I  think  while  so  much 
countenance,  and  even  reward,  is  given 
to  the  greatest  enemy  of  the  Revolution, 
and  Revolution  principles,  that  it  is  not 
being  very  consifttent  to  fix  upon  such 
wretched  prey,  as  the  writer  of  the  letter 
DOW  read. 
[VOL.  XVII.] 


Mr.  Charles  Fox  : 

Sir;  I  cannot  subscribe  to  the  pro« 
priety  of  coupling  Dr.  Johnson  "^nd  Dr. 
Shebbeare  together.  Sir,  I  should  be 
very  much  against  persecuting  a  man  of 
great  literary  abilities,  for  any  opinions 
which  he  may  happen  to  drop  in  works  not 
profiessedly  political.  I  know  not  the  pas- 
sages, which  the  right  hon.  gentleman  al- 
ludes t9,  but  I  most  make  an  eternal  dis- 
tinction between  the  cases  which  he  repre* 
sents  as  the  sanne.  The  peculiar  opinions 
of  men  of  great  literary  abilities,  who  have 
accidentally  dropped  them,  are  not  what  I 
think  ought  to  meet  with  persecution.  It 
would  be  ^ery  far  from  encouraging  lite- 
rature, which  is  ever  best  encouraged  in  a 
free  government. 

Lord  North  .* 

The  right  hon.  gentleman  has  cast 
a  fling  upon  administration  upon  account 
of  some  pensions  given  by  the  crown.  I 
am  not  answerable  for  measures  in  which 
I  had  no  concern ;  nor  is  it  a  matter  on 
which  I  should  speak  here..  It  would  be 
improper.  But,  Sir,  the  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman insinuates  very  unjustly  that  admi- 
nistration countenanced  reflections  on  the 
memory  of  lord  Russell  and  Algernon  Syd- 
ney ;  this  is  far  from  being  die  case.  I 
never  saw  the  work  at  which  he  hints  (sir 
John  Dalrymple's)  till  it  was  published : 
if  the  hon.  member  nought  the  book,  he  en- 
couraged the  work  as  much  as  I  did;  admi- 
nistration had  nothing  to  do  in  the  case. 
But,  Sir,  I  must  observe,  that  the  reflec- 
tion thrown  on  the  author  is  not  well 
founded ;  I  know  firon^  the  information  of 
a  noble  lord  who*  resided  some  time  at 
Paris,  and  who  took  copies  of  the  same  pa- 
pers, that  sir  John  Dalrymple  published 
no  paper  as  authentic  that  he  did  not  actu- 
ally see  and  know  to  be  such :  as  to  the 
truth  or  falsehood  of  the  papers,  it  is  quite 
another  matter,  they  may  be  false — the 
French  minister  may  have  written  un- 
truths to  his  court,  but  of  that  the  author 
was  not  the  judge.  However,  as  I  said 
before.  Sir,  administration  could  in  no  re- 
spect be  to  blame  in  any  circumstanced  re- 
lative to  that  publication. 

The  motion  was  carried.  After  which 
it  was  ordered,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Fox, 
**  That  Mr.  Attorney  General  do  forth- 
with prosecute  the  author,  printers,  and 
publishers,  of  the  said  false,  scandalous, 
and  traitorous  libel." 

[3  Y] 
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Debate  in  the  Commons  on  the  Navy 
Estimates.']  Feb.  21.  The  House  went 
into  a  Committee  of  Supply. 

Mr.  BuUer  moved,  *'  That  444,188/. 
4f .  Sd,  be  granted  to  his  Majesty,  for  the 
ordinary  of  the  navy,  including  half  pay  to 
sea  and  marine  officers,  for  the  year  1774." 
He  prefaced  his  motion  with  stating. the 
particulars  of  what  had  occasioned  this 
extraordinary  demand;  some  of  which 
were  bearing  1688  more  seamen  than 
were  voted  ;  being  obliged  to  hire  watch- 
men to  do  the  duty  the  marines  had  form- 
erly done ;  several  very  great  repairs  to 
the  navy  and. yards,  &c.;  that  the  4/.  per 
month  per  man  was  found  not  sufficient, 
by  reason  that  biscuit,  beef,  pork,  and 
beer^  were  considerably  dearer  toan  at  the 
time  that  price  was  settled,  &c. 

Mr.  Dowdestvell  recapitulated  the,  whole 
of  Mr.  BuUer's  reasons  for  this  demand, 
and  answered  them  all.  He  was  very  sorry 
to  see  the  House  so  inattentive  to  business 
of  this  importance ;  that  he  was  much  afraid 
this  would  be  a  permanent  establish- 
ment ;  instead  of  ourexpences  dcfcreasing, 
they  were  every  year  more  and  more ;  that 
no  one  saving  had  been  made  but  dis- 
chargmg  a  few  cutters;  that  it  would  be. 
much  more  methodical  for  the  gentlemen 
in  the  navy  department,  to  make  their 
estimates  something  near  the  mark,  and 
not  be  bringing  in  {^fter  ones,  which  were 
always  disfigreeable  ;  that  the  ^accounts 
appeared  to  him  to  be  very  high^  and  he 
should  be  glad  to  have  a  committee  ap- 
pointed to  inspect  into  the  navy  accounts, 
and  to  report  what  savings  might  be  made, 
and  whether  the  present  demands  were 
necessary. 

.  Captain  Fhipps .said,  that  in  his  provin- 
cial capacity  it  became  him  to  say  some- 
thing on  this  matter.  He  said,  in  1771, 
when  the  alarm  of  Falkland's  Island  was, 
instea^  of  having  a  navy  fit  to  curb  our 
enemies'  insolence,  he  was  sorry  to  say  we 
had  no  navy  at  all ;  that '  what  was  still 
worse,  we  had  then  no  timber  in  our  dock 
yards,  and  it  was  said,  tliat  we  never  should 
be  able  to  get  a  stock  again ;  that  in  the 
hurry  of  last  war,  we  were  obliged  to  con- 
tract for  ships  to  be  built  in  the  merchants' 
yards;  they  were  to  last  three  years,  and 
so  well  did  the  merphants  mind  their  con- 
tract, that  many  of  these  ships  sunk  at  the 
expiration  of  three  years  and  four  months ; 
that  we  should  have  launched  this  year 
twelve  ships  of  the  line,  apd  twenty  fri- 
gates; that  our  navy' was  now  on  so  re- 
spectable a  footing  that  we  could  dispatch 
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anj  ship  at  a  week's  notice ;  that,  after 
this  year,  we  should  have  no  occasioa  to 
employ  the  merchants'  yards,  and  coDse- 
quentiy  our  expences  would  be  kssenei 
He  spoke  greatly  in  praise  of  the  fentle- 
meu  who  compose  the  Admiralty  ana  Navy 
boards,  and  said,  that  a  more  able  pecson 
than  the  first  lord  of  the  Admiralty  aerer 
presided  at  any  board ;  and,  as  for  the  sur- 
veyor of  the  navy,  be  was  the  most  dili- 
gent as  well  as  most  conversant  man  in  ha 
office  that  ever  was  known';  that  our  ex- 
pences might  be  compared  to  erecting  t 
fence  round  an  estate,  which,  when  oace 
erected,  might  be  kept  in  vepair  for  a  trifle; 
but  as  to  the  discharging  of  the  cutters,  it 
was  of  the  utmost  oonseqqenoe,  for  it  was 
one  of  the  finest  engines  afiiat  lord  of  the 
Admiralty  could  have ]ahiiBhaads,ashehid 
such  an  opportunity  of  appmnting  iieot^ 
naiitB  to  those  lucrative  ima  tempting  em- 
ployments. 

Mr,  Thomas  Townshend  said,  be  wis 
ashamed  to  bear  any  person  say,  that  in 
1771,  we  had  no  navy ;  that  he  was  madi 
averse  to  disbelieve  the  hon.  gentleman; 
but  he  remembered  in  1771  we  were  told 
our  navy  was  in  as  flourishing  a  staite  as  the 
hon.  gentleman  represented  it  to  be  now; 
tliat  he  had  always  observed  there  was 
some  excuse  for  these  enot-mous  demaDds; 
tliat  he  might  be  suffered  to  call  it  by  thai 
name,  as  tne  hon.  gentleman  who  moved 
had  done  the .  same.  He  was  verv  severe 
on  administration :  he  said,  in  bowercr 
high  a  light  they  might  look  on  the  gen- 
tlemen that  filled  the  offices  of  state  now, 
the^  could  not  be  compared  to  the  ad- 
ministration of  Mr.  Pelham ;  that  the  annj 
wds  never  better  governed  than  bj  the 
late  duke  of  Cumberland,  nor  the  oary 
belter  than  by  lord  Anson.  He  spoke 
much  in  favour  of  sir  Charles  Saanders, 
and  said  he  was  the  first  person  that  m 
always  called  out  on  any  >6mergency,  «« 
the  last  person  thought  of  when  any  ho- 
nours were  to  be  bestowed. 

Mr.  Edmund  Burke  made  a  ]img  vA 
masterly  speech ;  said,  he  heard  the  hon. 
gentleman  (Mr.  Phipps)  speak  in  a  pro- 
vincial capacity;  he  snould  hke  to  heir 
some  gentlemen  speak  in  an  official  capa- 
city; but,  by  the  great  encomiums  the 
hon.  gentleman  had  paid  the  first  lord  d 
the  Admiralty,  he  imagined  it  would  not 
be  long  before  he  spoke  in  an  official  capa- 
city. He  said,  he  was  sorry  to  find,  twt 
neither  the  noble  lord,  nor  any  of  the 
treasury  bench,  could  give  one  reason  w 
this  enormous  expence,  other  than  w 
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our  navy  was  the  buhrark  of  the  na- 
tion, and  we  must  support  it  in  defence  of 
ourselves,  and  to  keep  our  enemies  in  aire ; 
tbat  he  had  a  very  great  regard  for  the 
navy ;  but  we  ought  to  consider,  whether 
we  could  bear  this  enormous  expence; 
that  by  tbeir  own  accounts,  the  expence 
of  the  navy  tpok  up  the  whole  of  the  land 
and  malt  tax ;  that  all  other  exigencies 
were  obliged  to  be  thrown  on  the  sinking 
fund.  He  said,  hc^' owned  his  ignorance 
in  the  nature  of  their  accounts;  but  when 
the  hon.  gentleman  talked  of  fencing' in  an 
estate,  it  was  something  in  his  own  way, 
and  he  had  often  known  more  money  laid 
out  in  fencing  in  an  estate,  than  the  estate 
was  worth,  and  he  was  aftaid  that  would 
be  the  case  in  the  present  instance.  He 
was  very  severe  upon  the  Navy  and  Ad* 
miralty  boards  not  being  able  to  assign 
any  reasons  for  the  increase  of  their  de- 
mands*  He  said,  his  hon.  friend  (Mr. 
Dowdeswdl)  was  apt  to  speak  facts  that 
were  very  disgusting  to  the  opposite  side ; 
and  observed,  that  they  might  as  well  re- 
commend &stin^  to  an  alderman  at  a  tur- 
tle feast  in  the  city,  as  osconomy  to  a  com- 
mittee of  supply.  He  was  very  humour- 
ous in  the  latter  part  of  his  speech,  by 
comparing  Mr.  Dowdeswell  to  a  solid  Eng- 
lish joint  of  meat;  and  he  imagined  the 
noble  lord  would  soon  open  his  budget  of 
mirth,  of  which  he  had  an  amazing  stock, 
and  afford  us  an  agreeable  desert  after  din- 
ner :  that,  by  our  laying  out  such  an  amaz- 
ing sum  on  our  navy,  we  might  possibly 
render  it  useless ;  for  when  we  wanted  it 
most,  if  we  had  reduced  ourselves  so  low 
that  we  had  no  money  to  pay  our  seamen, 
then  our  fleet  would  be  but  ct  little  ser- 
vice. 

Sir  GUheri  EUiat  recapitulated  the  difle- 
rent  expences  of  our  navy  from  before  the 
Revolution ;  but  did  not  endeavour  to  ex- 
plain what  tiiis  extraordinary  demand  was 
for. 

Mr.  E.  Burke  said,  the  hon.  gentleman 
had  been  very  particular  in  acquainting 
us,  what  occasioned  the  different  expences 
a  hundred  years  ago,  but  had  not  inform- 
ed us  what  occasioned  the  presient. 

Mr.  CortmaU  spoke  greatly  against 
thdr  not  being  able  to  inform  the  com- 
mittee what  tms  enormous  supply  was  oc- 
casioned by. 

The  Resolution  was  then  agreed  to. 

Debate  in  the  Ctmmons  on  the  BiUfor 
making  the  GrewoiUe  Election  Act  per- 
T^uaL']    Feb.  25.     Sit  Edvaard  Astley 


mdved  that  an  Act,*  made  in  the  10th  of  his 
present  Majesty,  intituled,  *  An  Act  to 
regulate  the  trials  of  controverted  elec- 
tiobs,  or  returns  of  member^  to  serve  in 
parliament:*  and  also  an  Act,  made  in 
the  lltfa  of  his  present  Majesty,  inti- 
tuled, *  An  Act  to  explain  and  amend  an 
Act,  made  in  the  last  session  of  parlia- 
ment, intituled  an  Act  to  regulate  the 
trials  of  controverted  elections,  or  returns 
of  members  to  serve  in  parliament,'  might 
be  read.  And  the  same  bdng  read  ac- 
cordingly ;  he  next  moved,  <<  That  leave 
be  given  to  bring  in  a  BiU  to  continue 
and  render  perpetual  the  said  Acts.**  He 
prefaced  his  motion  by  a  short  speech 
m  favour  of  the  Bill,  hoping  that  the 
House  had  seen  the  utility  of  it,  and  said^ 
he  thought  it  a  duty  he  owed  his  consti- 
tuents to  make  so  vvuable  a  blessing  per- 
petual. He  made  an  apology  for  his  not 
being  able  to  say  so  much  as  he  could  wisht 
owing  to  his  ill  state  of  health. 

*  The  merits  of  the  Grenville  Act  are  thus 
elegantly  described  by  Dr.  Johoson:  <'The 
new  mode  of  trying  elections,  if  it  be  found 
effectual,  will  diffuse  its  consequences  further 
than  seems  yet  to  be  foreseen.  It  is,  1  believe, 
generally  considered  as  Mvantageoua  only  to 
those  who  claim  seats  in  parliament:  but,,  if  to 
chuse  representatif  es  be  one  of  the  most  Talu- 
able  rights  of  English  men,  etery  foter  most 
consider  that  law  as  adding  to  his  happi- 
ness which  makes  bis  suffrage  efficacious ; 
since  it  was  in  vain  to  chuse  while  the  election 
could  be  controuled  by  any  other  power.  With 
what  imperious  contempt  of  ancient  rights,  and 
wbst  audaciousness  of  arbitrary  authority, 
former  parliaments  have  jadged  the  disputes 
about  elections,  it  is  not  necessary  to  relate. 
The  claim  of  a  candidate,  and  tlie  right  of  elec- 
tors, are  said  scarcely  to  have  been,  even  in 
appearance,  referred  to  conscience ;  but  to  have 
been  decided  by  party,  by  passion,  bypreiu- 
dice,  or  by  frolic.  To  have  friends  in  the  bo- 
rongh  was  of  liUle  use  to  hirfi  who  waoied 
friends  in  the  House ;  a  pretence  was  easily 
found  to  evade  a  majority,  and  the  seat  was  at 
last  his,  that  wm  chosen  not  by  bis  electors, 
but  bis  fellow  senators.  Thus  the  nation  was 
insulted  with  a  mock  election,  and  the  parlia- 
ment was  filled  with  spurious* representatives; 
one  of  the  most  important  claims,  that  of  a 
right  to  sit  in  the  supreme  council  of  the  king- 
dom, was  debated  in  jest,  and  no  man  could  be 
confident  of  success  from  the  justice  of  bis 
cause.  A  disputed  election  is  now  tried  with 
the  same  scrupulousness  and  solemnity  as  any 
other  title.  The  candidate  that  has  dcaerved 
well  of  his  neiirhboors  may  now  be  certain  of 
enjoying  the  effect  of  their  approbation ;  and 
the  elector  who  has  voted  homstly  for  known 
merit  may  be  certain  that  he  has  not  voted  in 
vain."    See  The  Patriot,  Johnson's  Works. 
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Sir  John  Molesmorth  seconded  the  mo- 
tion. He  said,  administration  had  been  op- 
posers  of  this  Bill  from  its  origin >. but  he 
hoped  no  member  could  be  now  found  so 
destitute  of  principle  as  to  give  his  nega- 
tive to  the  question ;  if  there  were  any, 
their  names  ought  to'  be  exposed  to  the 
public,  as  the  encouragers  of  venality  and 
corruption.  He  said,  a  chief  motive  of 
his  wishing  to  perpetuate  it  now  was,  that, 
on  the  general  election^  possibly  a  number 
of  young  men  might  come  into  parlia- 
ment, who  knowing  nothing  of  the  merits 
of  the  Bill,  or  who  might  gain  their  aeats 
either  by  weight  of  purse  or  a  treasury 
order,  would,  on  the  least  application  from 
the  minister,  give  their  vote  for  repealing 
it.  He  said,  he  had  an  hon.  gentleman 
In  his  eye  who  could  tell  the  House  a 
good  story,  which,  he  made  no  doubt, 
would  divert  them. 

,  Lord  North  said,  he  thought  the  hon. 
members  had  been  too  free  in  asserting, 
that  every  person,  who  gave  his  negative 
to  the  question,  was  an  encourager  of 
venality.  He  said,  no  man  disclaimed 
venality  more  than  himself,  nor  could  any 
man  respect  the  right  hon.  gentleman  (the 
late  Mr.  Grenviile)  more  than  he  did  while 
living,  nor  revere  his  memory  more  now 
dead.  That  be  looked  upon  him  to  be  a 
great  political  character  ;  but  he  was  cer- 
tain he  never  intended  this  Act  to  be  per- 
petual, he  only  meant  it  as  a  temporary 
an4  experimental  act ;  that  no  proper  ex- 
periment had,  or  could  be  made,  until  after 
the  general  election :  that  if  it  was  then 
found  sufficient  to  answer  the  end  it  was 
made  for,  he  should  not  be  against  its  be- 
ing continued :  bnt  he  thought  now  a  very 
improper  time  to  perpetuate  it,  as  we  had 
not  yet  any  experiment  of  its  utility.  He 
used  no  other  arguments  for  his  objec- 
tions, and  concluded  his  speech  iocularly, 
saying,  the  hon.  gentleman  who  spoke 
last  had  paid  a  great  compliment  to  the 
present  parliament,  by  supposing  no  other 
would  render  the  people  so  essential  a  ser- 
vice as  making  this  Act  perpetual. 

Mr.  T.  Townshend  said,  the  noble  lord, 
as  usual  when  in  a  bad  cause,  had  forsook 
argument  and  endeavoured  to  dfvert  the 
House  with  some  of  that  wit  of  which  he 
had  such  an  abundant  share;  but  he 
thought  the  noble  lord  had  expressed  his 
esteem  for  the  late  Mr.  Grenviile  in  an 
odd  manner,  by  voting  against  his  Bill 
while  living,  and  opposing  it  now  the  au- 
thor was  dead.  He  said,  how  many  trials 
would  the  noble  lord  have  of  the  vir- 


tues of  the  Bill  before  he  gave  his  coo- 
seat  ?  Had  there  not  been  live  alresdj, 
and  had  not  the  decisions  of  them  always 
been  just  ? — a  thioff  which  never  happened 
by  the  former  mode,  when  only  tweoty  or 
thirty  members  attended,  and  possibly  half 
those  asleep  during  the  examination  of  the 
evidence ;  but  immediately  as  the  ques- 
tion was  put,  down  stairs  came  tumbling 
a  number  of  members  who  had  not  heard 
a  word  of  the  trial,  and  whose  only  excon 
for  voting  as  they  did,  was,  that  they  were 
not  in  their  senses !  He  said,  the  Bill  was 
founded  on  such  just  principles,  that  it 
must  and  it  should  be  made  perpetoal. 
He  was  extremely  severe  on  aaministri- 
tion,  and  arraigned  their  conduct  through- 
out in  a  spirited  manner. 

Mr.  Stephen  Fox  said,  be  ahouki  oppose 
the  Bill  being  made  perpetual  now,  not 
out  of  any  disregard  to  the  author,  but  he 
thought  with  the  noble  lord  sufficient  trial 
had  not  been  made :  "and  as  the  Act  wai 
made  to  cover  th^  general  election,  let  m 
see  how  it  would  answer  its  purpose  then; 
if  it  was  good,  he  would  consent  to  its  be- 
ing continued  for  another  limited  time; 
and  if  it  was  bad,  it  would  exfure  of  itself. 

Mr.  T»  T&omshend  replied  to  him  in  a 
very  severe  manner;  the  hon.  gendemao's 
arguments  before  were  generally  manlji 
but  now  he  had  made  use  of  as  bad  as  the 
hon.  gentleman  his  brother  generally  did, 
for  whose  unprecedented  conduct  he  could 
make  no  allowance  but  his  youth  and  in- 
experience. 

Mr.  Jenkinson  said,  he  entirely  agieed 
with  the  noble  lord  that  the  Act  was  in- 
tended only  as  an  experimental  one,  and 
as  such  he  thought  sufficient  trial  had  not 
been  had,  and  he  doubted  much  whether 
it  would  not  be  found  defective  on  trying 
a  county  election ;  be  should  therefore  be 
against  its  being  made  perpetuaL 

Mr.  James  GrenvUte  siod,  he  very  wefl 
knew  his  uncle's  intentions,  when  he  made 
the  Bill,  were  for  it  to  be  perpetual,  but 
he  found  a  difficulty  in  it,  and  rather  than 
the  people  should  lose  so  wJuable  &,^^^ 
ing,  he  consented  to  make  it  for  a  limited 
time,  not  doubting  but  the  utility  ^  ij 
would  soon  be  seen,  and .  then  it  would 
be  made  perpetual.  He  sakl  his  uocle 
never  intended  it  as  an  experiments 
Act,  for,  before  he  offered  it,  he  was  «« 
assured  it  would  answer;  he  replied  to ^ 
lord  North's  objections  in  a  very  spinted 
and  pointed  manner,  for  which  he  »»»• 
terwards  applauded  by  almost  every  pe»os 
who  spoke* 
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Sir  George  Yonge^  as  an  hon.  member 
had  said  he  could  telf  a  good  story,  would 
inform  the  House  what  it  was :  a  short 
time  since,  passing  through  a  borough  in 
Hampshire,  he  saw  several  men  with  cock- 
ades  in  their  hats ;  on  his  return,  seeing 
more  of  the  cockades,  he  asked  his  land* 
lord  the  meaning,  who  replied ;  *<  Sir,  1 
suppose  you  have  heard  of  the  decision  of 
the  Worcester  election,  it  has  entirely 
stopt  all  trade  here;  for  before  we  had  two 
agents  down  from  London,  who  gave  and 
spent  large  sums  of  money,  by  which 
means  the  whole  town  was  alive;  but  what. 
Sir,  is  still  worse,  we  hear  the  House  of 
Commons  intend  making  that  damned 
Act  perpetual;  if  so,  our  town  is  ruined, 
for  our  chief  dependance  is  on  the  bounty 
of  those  gentlemen  that  come  canvassing, 
and  I  am  certain  we  shall  never  .have  any 
more  come,  if  that  Act  should  pass.''  He 
said,  from  this  story  we  might  judge  what 
an  effect  the  Act  already  had  upon  those 
who  had  been  guilty  of  bribery,  and  he 
made  no  doubt  that  if  the  Act  was  now 
made  perpetual,  it  would  deter,  in  a  great 
measure,  any  bribery  at  the  general  elec* 
don. 

Mr.  fVard  was  much  against  the  old 
method  of  trying  elections;  he  said  the 
hon.  member  was  right  concerning  the 
members  coming  to  vote  on  those  occa- 
fiioDb  so  intoxicated  from  Arthur's,  or  Al- 
mack's,  that  they  could  scarces£and.  They 
eetilom  heard  a  word' of  the  evidence,  and 
yet  gave  their  vote :  in  the  present  method, 
such  disorder  could  not  happen,  for  the 
committee  was  to  sit  from  day  today,  un- 
til the  whole  evidence  was  gone  through, 
and  their  conduct  was  liable  to  the  inspec- 
tion of  the  public,  which  would  keep  them 
ia  awe.  .    , 

Mr«  Freeman  said,  he  foresaw  that,  after 
a  general  election,  when  possibly  twenty 
or  thirty  petitions,  complaining  of  undue 
elections,  were  presented,  it  would  be  im- 
possible to  trv  ttiem  by  the  present  mode 
in  less  than  the  whole  session,  as  the  Act 
allowed  but  one  committee  to  sit  at  a  time ; 
he  should  therefore  be  for  the  Act  con- 
tinning  to  tlie  time  it  was  limited,  and 
not  make  it  perpetual  now,  as  it  was  im- 
perfect. 

Mr.  Charles  Fox  said,  he  should  oppose 
the  Bill,  not  from  the  principles  the  noble 
lord  did,  because  he  respected  its  author; 
no,  he  despised  such  mean,  base,  and  trea- 
cherous conduct ;  but  from  a  proof  that  it 
would  be  parting  with  the  power  and  pri- 
vileges of  the  House ;  that  if  any  person^ 
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however  unqualified,  was  to  get  a  majority 
of  votes,  by  this  Act  we  should  be  obliged 
to  admit  him  as  a  member,  and  it  would 
lay  in  the  breast  of  the  King  and  Lordfl 
whether  the  House  should  have  any  re- 
dress. He  was  extremely  severe  on  the 
noble  lord  throughout  the  whole  of  his 
speech. 

Colonel  Barre.  Sir,  I  feel  an  impossi- 
bility, upon  the  present  occasion,  of  giving 
a  silent  vote.  I  feeV  every  motive  that 
can  touch  a  man  to  call  in  the  most  per- 
suasive terms  on  the  House,  to  protect 
and  continue  this  palladium  of  the  privi- 
leges of  this  House,  and  therefore  of  the 
whole  people  of  Great  Britain.  Let  jis 
reflect  on  what  was  the  mode  of  discussion 
in  these  cases :  it  must  be  in  the  remem- 
brance of  every  man  in  this  House,  that 
the  trial  of  elections  was  a  mockery  of  all 
decency  and  common  sense.  Sir,  we  were 
justly  called  a  court  where  there  were  few 
to  hear  and  many  to  determine.  The 
open  and ,  barefaced  prostitution,  in  what 
we  called  trial,  in  which  numbers  of  wit- 
nesses and  counsel  were  heard  by  a  few 
members,  in  cases  that  the  whole  House 
voted  in,  without  having  'heard  a  syllable 
of  the  evidence  c^— this  open  prostitution. 
Sir,  I  say,  was  a  scandal  to  the  House* 
What  is  your  mode?  By  this  Bill  you 
throw  the  trial  into  a  method  that  is,  of 
all  others,  the  freest  from  objections,  in 
which  every  evil  in  the  old  toethod  is  re- 
moved, and  every  advantage  doubled. 
Would  you  return,  Hottentot  like,  to 
your  guts  and  garbage?  Surely  it  is  im- 
possible. 1  am  confident  the  honour  of 
the  House  will  forbid  such  a  determin»< 
tion  this  day.  But,  Sir,  why  does  the 
noble  lord  contend  for  the  abolition  of  this 
Bill  ?  Who  can  be  his  adviser  appears  to 
me  incomprehensible :  no  friend,  I  will 
venture  to  assert.  You  have  power  enough, 
you  have  weight  enough,  you  have  ways 
enough  of  winning  the  affections  of  those 
who  come  within  your  walls ;  why,  thefe- 
fore,  will  you  cdntend  for  farther  power, 
which  is  odious  to  the  people  and  the 
constitution  ?  Surely  the  noble  lord  would 
act  a  more  interested  part  in  gaining  the 
friendship  and  the  love  of  the  upright  and 
honest  part  of  the  kingdom,  by  standing 
up  the  advocate  of,  die  Bill  instead  of  op- 
posing it,  when  his  opposition  can  mean 
no  better  than  rendering  it  inefiectual. 
Sir,  it -is  being  held  up  to  the  people  as  a 


perpetual  security  of  the  rights  of  electioii, 
and 


a  surety  that  it  shall  not  be  a  i 
temporaiy  trial,  to  die  and  leave  only  a 
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remembraned  of  the  blessiiiga  it  might 
have  occaaioned,  that  we  want  at  present: 
let  the  noble  lord  consider  the  importance 
i9f  being  handed  down  to  posterity  as  so 
great  a  friend  to  the  constitution,  by  be- 
friending this  proposition. 

Mr.  Aubrey.  I  shall  naturally  be  ex- 
pected to  favour  this  motion,  from  the 
acquaintance  I  had,  very  honourable  to 
me,  with,  the  author  of  the  Bill  before 
us.  For  could  there  bo  ft  doubt  of  its 
utility,  yet  the  impression  which  his  great 
knowledge  and  integrity  had  made  upon 
all  who  personally  knew  him,  would  alone 
incline  them  to  respect  any  plan  modelled 
by  him..  But  were  all  personal  motives 
removed,  I  could  not  heip  giving  my  tes- 
timony of  approbation  to  this  last  act  of 
that  great  statesman,  who,  unhappily  for 
this  country,  is  now  no  more.  He  has, 
however,  left  us  this  Bill,  which  I  trust, 
from  its  importance  in  securing  the  rights 
of  the  people,  will  be  considered  as  an  in- 
violable legacy  to  us  and  our  posterity. 

The  reasons  upon  which  it  is  founded  is 
well  known.  The  power  invested  in  the 
whole  House  .of  deciding  elections  was 
liable  to  abuse.  Votes  were  determined 
rather  by  the  influence  of  parties,  than  by 
the  ments  of  the  cause :  and  there  cannot 
.  be  a  sponger  proof  pf  this,  than  the  thin- 
ness of  the  House  in  the*  course  of  evi- 
dence, and  the  crowds  that  rushed  in  at 
the  close  of  it  to  give  their  suffrages  to 
that  they  could  not  have  examined ;  inso- 
much that,  in  the  odier  House,  a  late 
noble,  peer,  of  a  very  distinguished  cha^ 
racter  (the  duke  of  Argyle)  called  us,  in 
derision,  that  tribunal  where  there  are  few 
to  hear,  but  many  to  judge. 

To  remedy  these  mischiefs,  the  pre- 
sent Bill  was  framed.  And  though  many 
Sentlemen,  in  the  course  of  this  debate, 
ave  laid  mu(^  stress  upon  the  circum- 
stance of  the  time  for  its  expiration  being 
limited  by  the  author  of  it,  yet  I  can  take 
upon  me  to  assure  the  House,  from  my 
own  knowledge,  that  he  never  meant  it  as 
%  Bill  of  experiment.  The  fact  is  ^and  1 
can  appeal  to  some  p;entlemen  now  m  the 
House  to  bear  me  witness  in  the  assertion) 
that  Mr.  Grenyille  originally  intend^  to 
make  this  a  perpetual  Bill ;  but,  in  com- 
pljance  with  the  opinions  and  solicitations 
even  of  his  friends,  who  feared,  that,  by 
attempting  too  much  at  once,  as  the  sub- 
ject was  -as  new  as  it  was  important,  they 
night  loae  the  wholes  and  that  there 
might  be  no  complaint  of  its  being  hastily 
abtruded  upon  the  House^  he  mod^y 
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recommended  it  only  upon  trisL  And  I 
look  upon  this  as  a  strong  argument  of  hii 
own  conviction,  that  a  trisl  would  odIt 
strengthen  and  establish  it  How  soco 
this  trial  would  be  made  coMild  not  be  fin- 
seen.  It  was  therefore  necessary  some 
period  to  it  should  be  fixed.  But  it  k 
clear  that  a  trial  has  already  sufficiently 
been  made  in  the  opinions  of  many,  other- 
wise we  should  not  have  met  to-day  to 
debate  upon  this  motion.  Has  not  this 
Bill  proved  in  &ct  what  it  appeared  to  be 
in  speculation  i  Has  not  the  dectsioo  of 
e^ery  committee  been  so  impartisl  and 
just,;B8  to  meet  with  the  applause  of  tbe 
whde  nation  ?  I  am  one  of  those,  ^^ 
who  will  venture  to  appeal  in  ptrticolar 
to  that  of  the  Sfaoreham  election.  For, 
whatever  may  be  the  opinion  of  some  gen- 
tlemen concerning  it,  it  so  &r  recei? ed  tbe 
sanction  of  the  whole  l^islature,  S8  to  be 
followed  by  an  act  of  parliament,  whidil 
hope  to  see  the  great  land-mark  for  future 
committees  to  steer  by  on  all  similar  occa- 
sions. 

The  hon.  ^ntleman  ( Mr.  C.  Fox)  vbo 
spoke  last  but  one  seemed  to  thmk,  that 
tne  House,  by  this  Bill,  parts  with  s  power 
it  ought  to  maintain.  Others,  perhaps, 
may  go  still  further,  and  urge  the  comiDoo 
maxim,  that  the  abuse  of  a  power  is  oo  v- 
ffument  against  the  use  of  iu  This  I  ac- 
knowledge to  be  true  in  any  one  psrticolir 
instflince ;  but  I  cannot  help  thinung,  that 
the  frequent  and  constant  abuse  of  inj 
power  is  the  strongest  argument  for  m 
total  abolition.  I  leave  it  to  tbe  memoriei 
of  the  oldest  members  of  the  House  t« 
make  the  application. 

It  is,  therefore,  a  power  which  no  ho* 
nest  man  woidd  wisn  to  see  cootiooed 
with  us.  It  likewise  makes  us  subject  t» 
the  inEuence  of  a  party,  which,  wbeoerer 
justioe  is  concerned,  can  never  be  exerted 
but  to  bad  purposes.  For  hw  cdd 
eouity  prevail,  when  every  dissent  fromi 
tnetA  was  held  a  breach  of  friendship  i 
On  the  contrary,  tliis  Bill  leaves  ereir 
man  indepondent  of  party  claims;  botb 
.him  from  whom  it  takes  the  power, »» 
hun  to  whom  it  gives  it ;  for  the  htter 
being  bound  by  his  oath,  has  nodung  to 
listen  to  but  evidence. 

Some  gendemen  have  objected,  that, 
after  the  next  general  dectioD,  petJtiooi 
will  probably  be  so  nameroos  ^^' 
barrass  a  committee  with  a  series  of  tediotf 
examinations,  if  diisobjeotioD  should  ap- 
pear well  grounded,  why  may  not  sewrai 
be  appmnted  at  the  s>*^ 
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ime  ?  The  principle  of  the  Bill  is,  I  be- 
ieve,  universally  admitted.  For  the  sake 
if  this,  therefore,  let  it  be  perpetuated ; 
a  it  will  be  always  open  to  amendments, 
ad  whatever  may  be  the  inconvenieoces 
>f  its  present  mode,  I  am  sure  there  can 
»e  none  so  shocking  in  a  case  of  jus- 
Ice  and  equity  as  the  short  question. 

A  noble  lord  ( North  1  who  spoke  early 
1  the  debate,  expressed  his  surprise  that 
entlemen  on  this  side  of  the  House  should 
[link  so  well  of  this  parliament  as  to 
hoose  to  trust  the  fate  of  this  Bill  with  it. 
lir,  with  regard  to  what  the  noble  lord  al- 
ides  to,  1  am  bold  to  say,  there  is  no  man 
1  this  House  Uiat  can  more  disanprove  of 
Dine  of  its  past  decisions,  particularly  that 
f  the  Middlesex  election,  than  myself, 
iut  I  am,  at  tibe  same  time,  willing  to 
cknowledge  its  merit,  whenever  I  can. 
Vben,  therefore,  the  nc^le  lord  asks  why 
'e  need  establish  th»  Bill  during  the  pre- 
ent  parliament  I  I  answer,  this  House  of 
Commons  first  brought  it  to  light*  This 
louse  of  Commons  has  experienced  its 
tility.  Let  us  not  leave  it  to  another  to 
onfirm  it.  Upon  the  whole,  I  cannot 
lelp  saying  of  this  Bill,  what  its  great  au- 
lior,  in  the  warmth  of  his  zeal  and  afibc- 
ion,  said  of  the  Houtee  of  Commons  itself, 
itoperpetua, 

Mr.  De  Grey^  jun.  spoke  a  few  words 
gainst  the  BilK 

CaptaiA  Phipps  said,  no  person  could 
bject  to  the  old  mode  of  trying  elections 
lor^  than  he  did,  for  it  was  an  insult  to 
ommon  sense  to  call  themselves  a  court 
t  judicature,  on  several  elections  which  he 
ad  seen  tri^,to  one  of  which  be  was  ap- 
lied  to  attend,  but  gave  his  vote  against 
is  friend,  for  which  it  was  said  he  used 
im  ilL  He  said  the  House  used  always 
»  be  a  scene  of  confusion,  during  the 
ial  of  an  election,  and,  if  the  petition  was 
mnded  on  bribery,  it  was  laughed  at% 
!e  afterwards  spoke  much  in  favour  of 
le  present  method,  and  said,  he  agreed 
ith  the  hon.  member  who  seconded  the 
otion,  that  any  person  who  objected  to 
was  an  enemy  to  his  countrjr. 

Colonel  Burgofj^ep  in  a  spirited  speech, 
t  forth  the  utilitjr  of  the  Act.  He  said 
ie  plunder  of  Asia  had  been  distributed 
K)ut  this  country  in  such  a  manner  as 
ade  it  necessary  for  some  stop  to  be  put 
>  the  growing  evil,  otherwise  no  natural 
^terest  or  merit  would  ever  be  able  to 
un  a  seat ;  he  therefore  sincerely  wished 
le  Act  might  be  made  perpetual,  as  it 
ouid  deter  ouiny  a  young  nabob  from 


squandering  away  his  fortune,  in  hopes  of 
a  seat  at  the  general  election. 

.  Lord  George  Germain  said,  he  well  re- 
membered the  iniquitous  proceedings  on 
former  trials  of  elections,  the  parties  used 
to  apply  to  one  set  of  the  House  to  be 
their  managers,  another  set  to  give  their 
attendance  and  interest;  to  a  third  set, 
with  whom  they  were  intimate,  they  would 
apply  for  their  vote;  and  to  the  lazy  part 
of  the  House  they  would  say,  <  We  won't 
trouble  you  to  attend  the  dry  examination 
of  a  parcel  of  mean  evidences ;  only  let  us 
know  where  you  will  be,  and  when  the 
question  is  going  to  be  put,  we'll  send 
you  a  card.'  Such  were  the  proceedings' 
of  former  trials;  and  he  was  certain,  every 
member,  who  had  seen  both  methods^ 
would  give  the  preference  to  the  latter. 
As  to  the  arguments  used  by  the  hon. 
ffentleman  (Mr.  C.  Fox]  they  needed  but 
little  reply ;  for  it  was  aDsurd  to  think  the 
House,  by  this  Act,  gave  away  their  pri- 
vilege, as  every  member  had  a  chance  of 
being  one  of  the  comniittee  if  he  chose 
to  attend.  It  was  ridiculous  to  say  that 
the  Act  was  defective,  and  let  it  pass  on 
so  until  the  term  it  was  made  for.  No, 
let  it  be  made  perpetual  now,  and  if  there 
were  any  ainendments  to  be  made,  they 
could  be  made  aflerwards;  it  was. dan- 
gerous to  let  slip  such  an  opportunity,  as 
not  knowing  who  would  be  minister  at  the 
expiration  of  the  Act ;  he  might  be  a  great 
enemy  to  the  Bill ;  and  as  for  a  person 
saying,  <  let'  the  Act  goon  as  it  is  now, 
when  its  time  expires,  i  will  not  be  against 
renewing  it ;'  he  would  be  bound  to  say 
they  would  not  have  it  in  their  power  to 
give  a  second  opinion  on  it,  if  they  let  the 
.  present  occasion  slip  them  ;  he  said,  the 
author  of  the  Bill  nad  preserved  a  good 
name  while  in  office,  ana  when  out ;  and 
he  since«^ly  hoped  the  noble  lord  would 
endeavour  to  have  his  name  handed  down 
to  posterity  with  the  same  honour  as  Mr. 
Grenville  had. 

Mr.  Welbore  EiUs  said,  it  was  highly  ri- 
diculous to  make  this  Act  perpetual  now, 
though  he  loved  the  Bill:  for  as  the  noble 
lord  (North)  had  said,  a  proper  trial  of  its 
merits  had  not  been  made,  and  it  was  con- 
sistent with  the  rules  of  the  House  in 
all  commercial  bills  to  make  them  tempo- 
rary, until  proper  proof  had  been  made  of 
their  utility :  he  said,  the  encouragers  of 
the  Bill  had  endeavoured,  with  the  zeal  of 
lovers,  to  protect  it,  but  lie  was  confident 
it  woidd  deceive  them  at  the  last. 

Mr.  Dunning  made  an  apology  for  his 
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coldy  and  said,  no  person  had  a  juster  right 
to  be  against  the  Bill  than  himseU,  for  it 
had  hurt  him  much  in  his  professional  ca- 
pacity ;  for,  since  the  Act  had  been  put 
in  execution,  not  one  trial  had  come  into 
Westminster-hall ;  and  he  was  confident, 
was  the  Act  made  perpetual,  there  never 
would  be  one;  yet  he  would  always  sacri- 
fice private  emolument  to  public  good :  he 
expatiated  much  on  the  merits  of  the  Aet, 
and  would  venture  to  say,  at  a  general 
election,  it  would  be  found  (even  with  all 
its  defects  as  had  been  stated)  a  glorious 
Act. 

Sir  Gilbert  Elliot  made  a  long  speech 
respecting  the  privileges  of  parliament  in 
the  reign  of  Elizabeth,  but  mentioned  not  a 
word  of  the  merits  or  demerits  of  the  Bill, 
only  said,  he  should  oppose  it  now.     ' 

Mr.  Edmund  Burke  was  at  once  satirical, 
masterly,  and  eloquent.  He  attacked  the 
minister  in  the  most  pointed  terms ;  called 
upon  his  boasted  honesty  to  support  the 
perpetuity  of  the  Bill ;  he  saii,  though  the 
noble  lord  was  daily  deserted  by  numbers, 
he. would  still  be  deserted  by  more,  for 
there  were  men  in  that  House,  not  like  the 
minister,  tired  of  being  honest.  In  ad- 
dressing the  House,  he  said,  we  have  the 
noble  lord  now,  let  him  not  slip  through 
our  fingers  ;  trust  not  to  his  specious  pro- 
mises a  single  hour;  his  smooth-tongued 
plausibility  is  calculated  only  to  deceive ; 
Jet  us  at  once  finish  the  business  by  making 
the  Bill  perpetual ;  and  if  it  stands  in  need 
of  amendments,  they  can  be  considered 
afterwards,  but  let  us  have  no  shuffling 
qE— no  delay— no  previous  question. 

The  Solicitor  General^  in  a  long  and 
masterly  speech,  expatiated  on  the  foun* 
dation  of  the  Bill.  He  was  very  severe  on 
Mr.  Charles  Fox,  who,  he  said,  had  dread- 
ful anprehensions  of  losing  his  privileges ; 
but  aid  he  think,  if  an  old  woman  were  to 
petition  the  House,  her  petition  would  be 
referred  to  a  committee ;  and  if  it  was, 
could  he  have  any  apprehensions  from 
the  decisions  of  the  committee  ?  No.  But 
jf  the  young  gentleman  was  not  of  such  an 
obstinate  disposition,  he  would  endeavour 
to  convince  him  of  his  error.  He  spoke 
much  in  favour  of  the  decision  of  elections 
that  had  been  tried  by  this  Act,  and  con- 
cluded with  giving  his  consent  to  its  being 
perpetual. 

The  Attorney  General  sj^ke  against  the 
Bill  beins  made  perpetual ;  be  attempted 
to  ridicule  the  methods  prescribed  by  it; 
he  said,  what  was  the  word  *  nominee,'  but 
manager;   and  contended  that  aperaon 


stood  no  better  chance  of  having  a  fair 
decision  from  the  present  method  than  he 
had  from  the  former. 

Lord  George  Cavendish  answered  the 
whole  of  his  objections  in  a  spmted  una- 
ner,  and  reminded  him  that  both  the  judge 
and  evidences  were  on  oath  by  the  pr^ 
sent  method,  which  they  wfere  not  in  the 
former. 

Mr.  Stanley  made  nearly  the  same  ob- 
jections to  the  Bill  as  lord  North. 

Sir  George  Savile,  in  an  animated  speed), 
went  through  the  whole  of  the  objectiou 
to  the  Bill,  which,  he  said,  aoiounted  t^ 
nothing;  he  afterwards  expatiated  mad) 
on  its  merits,  and  was  for  its  being  adt 
peqietual. 

Sir  ^.  Meredith  spoke  much  in  faroor 
of  the  Bill,  but  waa  averse  to  any  refiec- 
tions  being  thrown  on  the  noble  lord. 

Mr.  Dowdestoell  spoke  in  fiivoar  of  the 
Bili,  and  mentioned  the  decision  of  the 
Worcester  election. 

Mr.  Rigby  was  greatly  against  the  M 
and  contended  that  treats  ought  to  be 
given  at  elections ;  he  said,  the  Act  vou!^ 
suit  the  elected,  but  not  the  electors:  he 
was  much  against  the  decisions  that  )d 
been  given  by  the  difierent  committfe> 
that  had  sat ;  he  said  they  had  disfran- 
chised Shoreham  and  not  Worcester, 
which  was  nuich  more  corrupt  tbao  th^ 
former:  and  mentioned  atiother iostaoce 
which  happened  at  New  Windsor ;  he  sai^ 
none  of  tliose  practices  were  so  ioikiDoi) 
as  those  practised  by  people  who  bad  W- 
gane  tenures. 

Seneant  Glynn  answered  him  tay 
smartly,  and  was  much  in  favour  of  the 
Bill  being  made  perpetual. 

Governor  JohnstoneBoid : — Mr.  Spe»lttf« 
I  sliould  not  rise  at  this  lata  hour  of  the 
night,  if  I  did  not  think:  I  had  8ometbii;| 
new  to  say  on  the  subject,  notwithsundicg 
it  has  been  so  much  exhausted.  I  tbere* 
fore  beg  the  House  will  indulge  me,  by 
hearing  a  few  words  as  the  reasoos  for  ffj 
vote.  I  conceive  the  Bill,  as  it  now  stan*- 
to  be  a  most  beneficial  Bill;  sofarfrt«» 
altering  the  constitution,  I  think  it  is  wJ 
recurring  to  the  first  principles  of  our  go- 
vernment, trial  by  jury.  Nevertheless,! 
should  deein  it  arroganc'e  to  prooouac^ 
decisively  upon  any  regulation  o(pf^^' 
ment,  however  flattering,  on  general  pno- 
ciples,  without  a  sufficient  experience,  ^ 
various'are  the  springs  of  human  «cUon  J^ 
this  Question,  therefore,  could  be  ^^^ 
and  determined  with  equal  fairness,  at  tj 
expiratioa  of  the  tenn  limited  hy  the  ii^ 
6 
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I  should  eertainly  with' to  pve  it  the  trial 
originally  proposed ;  but,  since  that  is  im- 
possible,  as  1  apprehend,  I  shaB  now  vote 
for  making  the  JSill  perpetual. 

My  reasons  for  believing  it  hardly  pos- 
sible the  Bill  shall  receive  a  fair  decision 
on  its  merits,and  experience  three  years 
hence^  are  these:  it  is  clear  this  Bill 
diminishes  the  power  of  the  minister  in  all 
controverted  elections ;  at  a  general  elec- 
tion, it  may  be  calculated  at  not  less  than 
thirty  members.  Unless,  therefore,  we 
can  suppose  he  shall  prefer  the  public  good 
to  his  own  interest  (which  I  will  never 
suppose  of  any  minister},  he  will  endea- 
vour to  get  rid  of  the  Bill  by  every  insi- 
dious art  We  must  all  be  sensible  of  his 
power  and  opportunities,^  and  therefore  we 
should  embrace  this  happv  moment  of  ren- 
dering the  task  more  difficult,  especially 
as  it  always  remains  in  the  breast  of  the 
House  to  make  such  alterations  as  may  be 
necessary,  and  even  to  annihilate  the  Bill, 
if  it  should  (contrary  to  the  experience  we 
have  already  had,  and  to  all  human  fore- 
tight)  prove  pernicious. 

I  here  lay  down  my  axiom — **  This  Bill 
is  contrary  to  the  interest  of  the  crown 
or  the  minister."  And  with  all  due  defer- 
ence to  the  memory  of  Mr.  Grtnville,  I  be- 
lieve if  he  had  been  minister  that  he  would 
not  have  proposed  it;  nay/  I  believe  th^t 
be  wouldf  not  have  permitted  it  to  pass. 
A  happy  coincidence  of  circumstances 
fbrcea  it  on  the  House.  A  Strang^  coali- 
tion of  parties  now  favours  its  final  con- 
firmation, before  men  dare  forget  their 
former  declarations,  and  6efor^he  golden 
bridge  is  completely  formed  to  pass  them 
through  the  ivory  gate. 

Another  reason  strikes  me  stronger.  If 
the  Bill  is  permitted  to  run  to  the  last 
stage,  notwitnstanding  this.Hoose  may  then 
pass  it  unanimously,  the  House  of  Lords 
ma^  reject  it.  Every  man  must  feel  the 
diflSerence  between  reviving  a  Bill  when 
expired,  or  keeping  it  alive  when  yet 
existing.  In  the  same  manner  we  must 
see  the  difficulties  between  destroying  a 
Bit],  and  permitting  it  to  fall  in  the  pre- 
acribed  course.  It  is  like  murder  and  a 
natural  death.  I  think,  therefore,  we 
ahould  look  to  the  preservation  of  this  Bill 
in  due  time,  that  in  case  the  horis  should 
proTO  refractory,  or  ministerial  arts  should 
be  practised  upon  them,  we  may  have  time 
to  enforce  our  wishes  respecting  this  Bill 
by  the  means  the  constitution  has  put  in 
our  hands. 

I  see  a  right  hoo*  geoU^maa  laugh 
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(Mr.  Rigby) ;  this  puts  me  in  mind  of 
another  argument ;  he  has  boldly  dedared 
his  objections  to  the  principles  of  the  Bfll. 
It  is  probable  he  may  become  minister  of 
this  country.  I  am  sure  he  has  my  good 
wishes ;  but  that  I  may  wish  it  with  all 
my  heart,  I  desire  this  BOl  may  be  perpe- 
tual, that  I  may  have  no  reserve  m  the 
good-will  I  bear  him.  For  these,  and 
many  other  arguments  which  have  been 
f  already  used,  I  heartily,  concur  ih  the  mo- 
tion. 

Mr.  Dempster  said,  it  was  needless  to 
compare  the  difference  between  the  pre- 
sent and  former  methods  i  for  those  who 
would  oppose  this  Bill  womd  not  hear  any 
reason. 

The  question  for  leave  to  bring  in  the 
Bill  being  put,  the  House  divide£  The 
Yeas  went  forth. 

Tellers. 

vr^,„  C  Mr.  Onslow  -    -    -    -j    km, 

^^*M  Mr.  Charles  James  Fox  J   ^^ 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 
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Fletcher,  sir  Roktft 
FoK,  hoe.  Stspbtt 
Gaye,  lord  vhc 
Gideon,  sir  S. 
Gilbert,  T. 
Grant,  H.  G.  F. 
Grant,  col.  Jtmei 
Grey,  bon.  J. 
Hanmer,  WtMca 
fleroourt,  Rieh. 
Hardy,  sir  C. 
Hare,  James 
Hert,  William  N. 
Harley.  T. 
Harrey,  It.  gee. 
Hay,  sir  G. 
Hincbinbroke,  M.T. 
Hopkins,  Richard 
Jackson,  Rtcbird 
Jeiikin0oo,rt.boo.(«* 
Jenkiosso,  J. 
JennsBgs^SosBS 
JoUi^e,  Willism 

teeoe,Wbit 
ennedy,  D. 
Langlois,  Beoj. 
Leigb,P.ofllcbe«ltf, 
Lewis,  Bdwsid 
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lf*Keuie,fft.«i4J.S. 
Martio,  Sun. 
^lelbouroe,  lord 
VIontgomery,  James 
HoretOD,  Job  a 
If  iirray,  lion.  col. 
Vorton,  WHliam 
Vorth,  lonl 
>Dg^ey,  rt.  boo.  Id. 
loslov,  6e«rg« 
[>sbonie«  air  O. 
Palmerstoo,  f  iw. 
Parker,  gea, 
Phillipson,  col. 
Penton,  Henry 
Piit,  George 
Phil1ip«,  Griff. 
Pofvlett,  A. 
?ye^  admiral 
Purlioff,  Jobo 
Satoaford,  U.  ooi.  • 
itumboid,  Thomas 


ScQQamorv,  v*  w» 
Sefton,  tiud  of 
Sdwyn,  George 
JSkryne,  William 
Sunley,  H. 
Sloane,  Hans 
Stevens,  Pbilip 
Ktephenson,  John 
Stevrart,  William 
Symonds,  Richard 
Spenoer,  lord  Rt. 
Townshend,  CharlfiS 
Thurlow,  £d«r. 
Tucker,  J, 
Vernon,  Rich. 
Vernon,  Charles 
Wallace,  James 
Walpole,  lion  T. 
Webb,  Nat. 
Whitworth,  sir  C. 
WyflD,sirT. 
Wyon,  GlyoBB, 
Tellbbb. 
Onslow,  rt.  hon.  G. 
Fox,  hon.  C.  J. 


fiigby,  R. 
ilobinsoB,  John 
$t.  Johy,  h.  It.  col. 
$t.  Jolin,iion.  J. 

Proc9ediMgs  in  the  Commons  ou  tie 
Booksellers^  Copu-Right  aiU.-]  Feb.  28. 
Vf  r.  AldeaDan  Harley  presented  a  Feii* 
ition  from  tbe  bookseUera  of  London  and 
^e8tmtiiBter»  on  behalf  of  themseLveB  and 
Mthersp  hMtKB  of  .Copy-Bight^  setting 
ibrth» 

^  That,  by  an  Act  fiassed  in  the  8tb  of 
jueen  Anaei  for  tbe  encouragement  of 
earning,  bj  vesting  the  copies  of  pfkited 
yooks  in  the  authors  and  purchasers  of 
fucfa  oopiesy  during  the  times  tbiereinmen- 
ioaedy  the  aalhors  or  proprietors  of  oooh 
looks  as  had  been  then  printed,  were  to 
ave  the  sole  liberty  of  re-printing  and 
lublishinff  the  aame,  for  the  term  theretn- 
aeotioned ;  and  that  the  petitioners  have 
^aatanlly  aaprebended,  that  the  said  Act 
lid  mi  interiere  with  any  oopy-right  that 
niglit  be  infasted  in.  the  pettdonevs  by  the 
iasr;  and    have  therefore,  for 


nany  yean  past,  coaiinaed  to  purchase 
md  sell  such  copy-rights,  in  uie  same 
aanner  as  if  sucn  Act  had  never  been 
nade;  and*that  the  petitioners  were  con* 
iroaed  in  audi  their  apprdtensiens,  hi  re- 
^d  that  no  determination  was  had,  dur- 
Dg  ^e  penod  limited  by  tbe  said  Act,  in 
irejiidioe  ef  Buch  conuBon  law  right;  and 
he  same  was  veeognized  hy  a  pudgoient 
a  the  court  4^  King'a-bendi,  u  Easter 
enoa,  1769^  and  that,  in  consequence 
iMsreo^maa^  thoasand  pounds  have  been, 
\t  different  times,  invested  in  the  purchase 
if  andent  oopy-righte,  not  protected  by 
he  statute  er  yieea  Aaaey  so  that  thia 


support^of  many  fianiliea  does  in  a  great 
measure  depend  upon  the  same ;  and  that, 
by  a  late  decision  of  the  douse  of  Peers, 
such  common  law  right  of  authors  and 
their  assigns  hath  been  dedared  to  have 
no  existence,  whereby  the  petitioners  will 
be  very  great  su&rers,  through-  their 
former  involuntary  misapprehensions  of 
the  law :  and  therefore  praying  the  House 
to  take  thdr  singularly  hard  case  into 
consideration,  and  to  grant  them  such  re* 
lief  in  the  premises  as  to  the  House  shall 
seem  meet." 

Mr.  Harley  moved,  that  it  be  re&rted 
to  a  committee. 

Mr.  Sawbridge  seconded  t&e  motion, 
•<^y^ng»  that  by  a  decision  in  the  year 
17€9,  in  favour  of  oopy*right,  many  of  the 
booksellers  had  laid  out  their  wlude  for- 
tunes in  that  article,  whidi  right  had  aoar 
been  taken  from  them  hy  a  Tate  determi-* 
nation ;  and  if  some  redress  was  not  given 
them,-  many  famiiiaa  would  be  totaUy 
ruined. 

A  committee  was  appointed  accord- 
ingly. 

March  24.  Mr.  Feilde  reported  from 
the  Committee,  to  whom  the  Petition  of 
the  booksellers  of  London  and  Westmin- 
ater,  on  behalf  of  themselves  and  others, 
hokiers  of  copy-right ;  and  also  the  Peti- 
tion of  John  Christian  Bach^and  Charles 
Frederick  Abei«  on  behalf  of  themselves 
and  several  other  coanposeia  and  proprie- 
tors of  books,  woika,  and  compositioQS  in 
music,  weve  aeverally  refinrred ;  that  the 
Committee  had  examioed  the  natter 
flf  fact  contained  in.  the  first-mentioned 
Petition ;  and  had  also  examined  the  mat- 
ter of  the  second-mentioned  Petition ;  and 
that  the  Committee  had  directed  him  ta 
report  a  state  of  the  &cts  contained  in  the 
lirst-mentMned  Petidoo,  and  also  the 
matter  of  the  seeond^mentioned  Petitioi^ 
as  it  appeared  to  them,  to  the  House  ^ 
and  he  read  the  Report  in  his  place. 

A  State  of  the  Matter  of  Fact  contain- 
ed in  the  6rst- mentioned  Peti^on,  ia 
as  follows ;  viz. 

It  appeared,  that  hy  an  Act  of  parlia^ 
meat,  passed  in  the  8th  of  queen  Anae^ 
intituled,  <  An  Act  for  the  encourage- 
ment of  kaming,  by  vestii^  the  copies  of 
printed  books  in  tlie  autlmrs  and  pur- 
chasers of  such  copies,  during  the  times 
aheoda  mentioned,*  ii;  was,  amongst  other 
ihiiigs,  enacted,  Hiat,  from  and  after  the 
lieth  day  of  April,  1710«  the  authora  or 
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proprietors  of  such  books  as  had  been  al- 
reaay  printed,  shoald  have  the  sole  liberty 
of  re-printins  and  publishing  the  same  for 
21  years,  and  no  longer:  then  your  Com- 
niittee  proceeded  to  examine 

Mr.  JVUIiam  Johnston^  who  had  form- 
erl}[  been  a  bookseller,,  but  had  left  off 
business;. who  said,  he  entered  into  busi- 
ness in  1748,  and  left  it  off  in  June  last ; 
during  which  time,  he  attended  all  the 
capital  sales  of  copy-rights :  that,  on  his 
first  entering  into  trade,  he  purchased  the 
whole  stock  of  books  and  copy-right  of 
Mr.  John  Clarke,  for  which  he  paid  near 
3,000^.;  above  one  half  of  which  sum  was 
for  copy-right :  that  the  sales  are  open 
to  the  whole  trade ;  but  he  never  knew 
any  but  booksellers  apply  to  be  admitted  ; 
that,  from  that  time,  he  continued  to  pur- 
chase copy-right  to  the  amount  of  near 
10,00(tf.  more  ;^  and  believed  three-fourths 
of  the  books  m  trade  had  his  name,  as 
port  proprietor,  especially  the  old  copies ; 
the  rights  to  which  are  expired,  according 
to  the  Act  of  queen  Anne :  that  many  of 
them  had  been  printed  above  28  years; 
and  that  he  never  imagined  the  Act  of 
queen  Anne  interfensd  with  the  common 
law  right ;  and  it  was  most  undoubtedly 
the  general  idea  of  the  trade,  before  the 
late  ju^ment  in  the  House  of  Peers,  that 
the  booksellers  had  a  perpetual  right  in 
.  the  copies  they  had  purchased  of  au- 
thors, and  their  assigns,  by  the  common 
Jaw ;  and,  if  any  doubts  had  been  enter- 
tained before  the  late  determination  of 
the  court  of  King  Vbench,  Uiat  judgment 
would  certainly  have  removed  them. 

Being  asked.  Whether  he  did  not  claim 
a  copy  right  in  some  of  the  editions  of  the 
classics,  in  usum  Delphinif  he  said.  No 
such  right  was  ever  claimed,  so  as  to  ex- 
clude anv  other  person  who  chose  to  print 
them  :  that  he  nad  purchased  the  right  of 

frinting  in  part  some  of  those  classics; 
ut  never  supposed  that  right  protected 
by  any  law,  nor  considered  it  in  any  other 
manner  than  as  the  purchase  of  an  ho- 
norary right ;  which  lie  explained  to  be  a 
maxim  held  by  the  trade,  not  to  re-print 

rn  the  first  proprietor :  that,  in  the  sum 
12,000/.  mentioned  to  be  paid  by  him 
for^eopy-rights,  some  shares  in  the  classics 
in  usum  Delphini  are  included  ;  but  to  the 
best  of  his  recollection  such  shares  do  not 
amount  in  the  whole  to  100/. 

Being  examined  as  to  the  book  called 

The  Tatler,    he   produced    sir   Richard 

:ISteele's   assignment  of  the   copy-right; 

and  said^  He  had  be^  that  the  Xatl^ 


were  originally  published  m  rnimben  ■ 
news-papers. 

Beipg  examined  as  to  his  title  to  sihire 
in  Cambden's  Britannia  ;he  said,  Heoerer 
heard  of,  or  saw,  any  assignment  from 
Cambden ;  that  it  was  bishop  GibMn'i 
edition  of  Cambden,  of-  which  he  pur- 
chased the  share ;  that  he  knows  not  what 
bookseller  first  printed  Gibson's  Camb- 
den ;  and  lias  bought  many  shares  a 
books  without  looking  into  the  title. 

That  the  purchase  deed  does  not  spe* 
etfy  any  assignment  from  Cambden,  bot 
was  it  requisite  ;  that  Cambden's  original 
work  was  in  Latin,  and  translated  by  Dr. 
Gibson,  afterwards  bishop  of  Loadoo; 
that  he  believes  there  were  two  or  three 
editions  printed  of  that  translatioD,  sod 
one  particularly  within  these  four  ^ears, 
rrom  a  corrected  copv  of  the  Iste  btsbop, 
which  edition  cost  the  booksellers  80QL 
and  the  edition  before  that,  was  18  jeati 
in  selling  off;  that  the  consideration  given 
to  Mr.  Scott,  for  the  copy  with  the  said 
corrections,  was  only  a  few  copies  of  the 
book,  for  presents  to  his  friends ;  that  be 
never  heard  there  was  any  assignment  ftnn 
Cambden,  but  has  always  understood  that 
the  translator  of  any  work,  is  protected 
in  the  right  to  his  translation  by  the  coo* 
mon  law* 

That  had  he  imagined  a  common  kf 
right  not  to  exist,  he  should  not  have  laid 
out  so  large  a  sum  on  a  precarious  title; 
nor  did  he  recollect  ever  to  have  heard  the 
common  law  right  talked  of,  till  agitated 
in  the  court  of  King's-bench  ;  that  diev 
always  took  asfsignments  from  diose  n 
whom  they  purchased,  whicli  they  aip* 
posed  to  be  assignments  of  the  comooo 
taw  right ;  and.  he  produced  an  assigiuneBt 
of  the  Guardians,  firom  sir  Richard  Steele. 

That  he  never  heard  of  either  cooueoo 
law  or  statute  right  being  inserted  in  an 
assignment,  but  supposes  andalwa^ttO' 
derstood,  that  when  a  man  sells  ail  bit 
right  and  title  for  ever,  it  means  s  oooh 
mon  law  right,  independent  of  aiij  stt* 
tute ;  and  that  is  the  idea  on  which  the 
trade  have  always  acted  in  purchaaiol 
shares  of  copy-rights ;  and  that  he  o^ver 
saw  a  term  or  vears  mentioned  in  an  aasigs* 
ment :  that  he  purchased  his  share  0 
the  Guardians,  at  Tonson's  sale,  the  ISUi 
of  August,  1767  and  sir  Richard  Stedci 
assignment  in  1713,  and  that  he  bad  oevff 
met  with  any  interruption  in  that  i^ 
since  he  purchased  it. 

That  he  never  saw  or  heard  of  any  »"?'' 
menti  where  the  seocmd  term  of  H  p^ 
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nentioned  in  the  Act  of  queen  Anne,  was 
'eserred  to  the  audior;  but  that  undoobt- 
idly  he  gets  mora  money  for  hit  coby  for 
28  years,  than  he  would  for  14,  and  sells 
iie  chance  of  the  reversion,  when  he  as- 
iigns  It  for  ever ;  that  all  the  assignments 
le  has  ever  seen,  ancient  and  modern, 
'un  in  eeneral  to  the  bookseller  aad  his 
issigns,  ror  ever ; ,  uid  some  of  them  go  so 
ar  as  to  bind  themselves,  their  heirs  and 
rxecutors,  to  protect  the  purchaser,  his 
leirs  and  executors,  in  the  full  and  free 
mjoyment  of  such  copy-right  for  ever : 
md  he  produced  to  your  Committee,  the 
issienmentof  Dr.  Robertson  to  Andrew 
Millar,  of  the  History  of  Scotland;  which 
ippeared  to  be  of  that  form. 

Having  mentioned  several  other  books 
>f  which  he  had  purchased  shares,  and, 
imong  others,  Drvden's  and  Locke's 
iVorb,  he  said,  He  nad  no  assignment  of 
Itfr.  Drvden,  but  bought  it  at  Mr.  Ton- 
ion's  sale  (and  one  of  the  assignments  at 
MEr.  Tonson's  sale  was  produced)— That 
le  had  never  seen  an  assignment  of  Mr. 
Locke's  works,  and  never  heard  any  <jues- 
ion  about  it  before;  but  he  really  believes 
iiere  was  an  assignment,  which  belief  he 
founds  upon  the  practice  of  the  trade;  for 
iiat  the  person  selling  ivas  never  required 
:o  shew  or  deliver  up  the  original  assign- 
nent;  for  in  the  purchase  of  this  property, 
:hey  never  enquire  into  the  title,  ir  they 
lave  an  opinion  of  the  seller. 

That  it  is  always  presumed  in  the  course 
>f  trade,  that  a  long  possession  of  dopy 
s  a  proof  of  title  from  the  original  author ; 
bat  sums  to  a  very  lai^  amount  have 
>een  laid  out  upon  this  presumption ;  and 
faat  he,  in  particular,  uiould  never  have 
aid  out  so  liurge  a  sum  as  he  had  done, 
f  he  had  entertained  any  other  idea  of  it ; 
md  that  he  never  enquired  into  the  length 
if  time  that  the  seller  J^ad  been  in  posses- 
ion of  the  copy,  in  case  he  thought  the 
render  to  be  an  honest  man. 

Being  asked,  where  a  copy-right  is  di- 
vided into  many  shares,  where  a  person 
night  learn  the  several  proprietors  of  those 
duires  ?  He  answered,  that  when  a  book 
s  re-printed,  the  general  rule  of  the  trade 
s,  that  the  roan  who  has  the  largest  share 
nakes  up  the  account,  and  every  person 
:lBiming  a  share  in  that  work  gives*in  his 
:laim,  imd  has  his  proportion  according  to 
lis  share;  so  that  any  person  wanting  to 
know  who  are  concerned  in  such  a  work, 
3y^  applying  to  the  person  who  makes  up 
this  account,  may  get  the  mformation;  and 
thepemoa  who  vmes  up  these  icoouotsi 


to  aD  whom  ha 


sends  written 

knows  to  be  concerned. 

That  he  knows  of  no  prosecution  ae 
common  law,  against  any  person  eiUier  in 
town  or  country,  for  printing  any  book  un* 
protected  by  the  statute  of  queen  Anne; 
that  such  books  have  been  printed,  but 
there  was  a  much  easier  remedy  than  an 
action  at  law,  for  by  filing  a  bill  in  Chan* 
eery,  the  booksellers  always  obtained  an 
injunction,  and  by  the  answer  given  the 
bookseller  could  ascertain  the  damage  he 
had  sustained,  as  the  defendants  were 
obliged  to  declare  the  number  they  had 
printed :  that  he  never  made  use  ot  thia 
remedy  but  once,  which  was  in  the  case  of 

Srinting  the  Pilgrim's  Progress,  written  by 
ohn  Bunyan,  which  was  printed  by  one 
Luckman,  of  Coventry,  who  delivered  up 
all  the  books,  paid  the  expnences,  and  pro*' 
mised  never  to  offend  again:  that  this  af« 
fiur  was  made  up  by  private  agreement, 
Luckman  made  Uie  proposal,  and  the  wit* 
ness  accepted  of  it :  that  the  title  he  set 
up  to  the  Pilgrim's  Progress,  was  by  pur* 
chase  of  the  stock  of  Clarke  aforesaid^ 
among  which  was  assigned  to  the  witness, 
by  Clarke's  executor,  the  whole  of  the 
copy  of  the  Pilgrim's  Proffress,  but  he  did 
not  look  into  Uie  title  which  Clarke  had 
to  it;  and  that  he  can  surest  no  other 
reason  for  Luckman's  dehvering  up  the 
copies  and  (mying  the  expences,  than  that 
he  thought  he  was  doins  an  unlawful  act : 
that  it  is  the  custom  of  the  trade,  as  he 
always  understood^  to  prosecute  offenden, 
m  cases  of  piracy  of  copies,at  their  ownpri* 
vateexpence;  and  that  the  witness  himsdf 
prosecuted  at  his  own  expence  in  two  in* 
stances,  the  first  about  eighteen  yean  ago, 
and  the  other  about  three  or  four. 

That  he  never  consulted  any  counsel  in 
making  the  purchases  of  copy*right,  but 
laid  out  his  money,  upon  the  general  opi* 
nionof  the  commofi  law  right. 

Being  asked,  whether,,  in  the  course  of 
trade,  the  undisturbed  possession  of  a  copy* 
right,  by  any  bookseller,  has  not  been 
deemed  such  a  presumption  of  an  assign- 
ment from  the  original  author,  as  to  war* 
rant  persons  to  lay  out  their,  money  in  the 
purchase  of  it  ?  He  said,  he  always  waa 
of  that  opinion,  and  never  would  have  laid 
out  the  sum  he  did,  if  he  had  had  any  other 
idea  of  it. 

That  when  an  author  chooses  originally 
that  his  name  should  be  concealed,  no 
other  proof  than  possession  can  be  had  of 
his  assignment ;  or  if  the  author  choosea 
to  make  %  voluatery  preseatof  bit  week  ta 
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A  boplcMlleri  it  would  appear  veiy  ineoa* 
«lstent  to  ask  such  a  thiog ;  aad  upoa  tha 
prevalence  of  sueb  preauoftpkions,  original 
assignments  are  not  always  qurefuUy  loeipt 
and  transmitted  from  hand  to  hand*  aa  ti* 
ties,  when  the  transaction  has  bean  a  long 
time  past,  ithe  nature  of  the  trade  not  .ad* 
initting  of  \U 

That,  had  a  doubt  existed  in  the  mkid 
^f  the  witness  of  the  Brinciple  of  the  coio* 
mon  law  right,  it  would  havebe^n  entirely 
removed  by  the  frequent  injunctions  grant- 
ed, unappealed  from,  and  submitt^  to; 
4md  he  certstinly  should  have  been  the 
more  inclined  to  lay  out  bis  money  in 
^py*nght,  and  to  have  given  larger  sums 
for  such  purchases,  upon  the  autnority  of 
audi  injunctions. 

Bein^  asked,  if  he  knew  any  one'injiinco 
tion  which  tuma  upoi:  the  claim  of  eoai- 
,  BBon  law  right,  independc^pt  of  the  statute  ? 
^e  saidr  he  recollected  but  one^  and  that 
was  ToosoB  and  Walker,  in  r^ard  to  Milt- 
Ion's  Paradise  Lost :  that  he  never  took  a 
lawyer's  opinion  of  the  common  law  right, 
because  he  thought  it  .ui^ieoessary ;  and 
pever  heard  tlie  question  agitated  till  ii 
came  into  the  court  of  Kiog^bench, 
and  then  three,  if  not  four  of  me  judges 
irere  dear  as  to  the  oommon  law  right ; 
there  were  two  causes  agitated  in  that 
court,  one,  Tonson  against  OoUins,  wban 
three  judges  sat  there,  two  of  whom  are 
dead,  and  one  retired  ( Mr.  Justice  Den* 
nisoB,  sir  Midiael  Foster^  and  sir  Eardl^ 
lA^ilmotJ  and  the  ooinion  of  the  -court  then 
was  in  ravour  of  toe  common  law  right; 
and  40  the  case  of  Milbr  and  Taylor,  in 
the  year  1769,  a  judgment  was  obtained 
in  favour  of  such  right :  theft,  in  tlie  said 
case  of  Tonsoo  and  €ollins,  the  court  cf 
Kiifg*s-beoch  did  not  proceed  to  judgment, 
because  (as -he  hath  been  iafi[)n»ed  witfiin 
tb^e  two  or  three  days,  and  cdleots  from 
sir  James  Burrow's  r^orts)  loid  Mana- 
field  dedared,  in  givtiig  judgment  4r  the 
case  -of  Millar  and  Taylor,  t^  the  reason 
af  the  court's  not  preceding  to  ju%meat, 
in  the  case  <of  Tonson  and  ^liios,  did  not 
ariae  fiom  any  difference  of  ^iaion  in  the 
judges  sf  that  couit,  but  b&cause  they  iia« 
deiBtood  that  it  was  a  oollusive  action. 

That,  upon  his  quitting  bustness,  bejaa* 
Wgoed  bis  prqperQr  in  cony-rigbtstohisBais, 
on  condition  he  shoula  be  jointly  bound 
wWibimsdflopajraUbiscredilooss  wtio, 
Bot  doubting  «r  t«e  validity  of  the  aeounty, 
l:eaiiily  cunseBted  to  it.  Upoa  wUcb  the 
Mpynrigbls  were  vftlued  by  lleaiw.  Lo^g- 
i  Md  CfldfiH^  tffQ  bodbalktt  of  the 


fintreputatioo,  at  batwesD  8  anddjOOO/.; 
and  the  witness  believBs  they  would  han 
sold  for  that  sum  ia  Juao  last,  when  ki 
quitted  business;  but  that  since  the  deter* 
mination  in  the  House  of  Loids,  tbey 
would  not  sell  for  ailburth  partof  that 
sum ;  and  bad  there  remaiaea  a  daobt  ii 
the  mind  of  the  witness  of  a  kgri  propeitj 
in  those  copies,  exd^^ve  ^  the  ststute  a 
queen  Anne,  he  should  never  have  uv^t* 
od  a  son,  who  had  a  genteel  fortuae  ]A 
him  by  his  grandfather,  to  take  .them  a 
a  security  for  ao^  debts  the  witness  owed. 

That  if  rdief  is  not  granted  in  the  pn* 
sent  session  of  parliament,  so  maay  boob 
will  be  printed,  both  in  London  and  tbe 
country,  as  wiU  make  it  impoesiUe  t« 
grant  the  sufferers  redress^  without  iijorj 
to  the.otber  publishers. 

Being  aslced.  What  had  redaced  tin 
value  of  the  copy-rights,  between  the  tioe 
of  his  purchasing  them  and  ttansferriBg 
them  to  his  son  I  He  said*  That  msa  j  dr* 
curostanoes  contributed  to  reduce  tbe  is- 
kis  isS  copies:  most  books  aiv^capsbietf 
improvement,  in  all  arts  and  sciences ;  tha 
acopy  this  day  aoay  be  worth  50(M»  viiiok, 
ia  a  twdvemonth,  smr  not  be  worth  5^; 
because  other  works  of  a  like  natvcoeae 
out  with  improvements,  which  render  thi 
old  books  on  the  seme  snbjaot  of  oom- 
lue ;  and  a  new  edition  of  a  work,  mi 
improvements,  after  the  purchme  nHdc» 
lessens  the  value  of  tbe  copy  S»  a  tine. 

Being  asked,  Whetbor  .wben  bosbel- 
tem  buy  a  copy*righ^  tbe|r  do  aot,  sttk 
same  tame,  buy  all  the  copses  then  piinial 
off  ^  He  said,  they  frequently  da,  sad  fie* 
quantly  not;  bat  they  oovar  le-pnj 
any  copy  under  that  predicament,  w 
the  bodis  remaining  are  sold  o£ 

Bainig  asked  the  ^^oestion,  bessi^'Aat 
wben  be  add  hb  ^operty  iacapy««g^<* 
hisaoB^  it.  was  known  aaaoDgthetrsd^tM 
there  .was  nn  appeal  depenaiQgbef<ae  ike 
House  of  Lords,  a|)ooaie  pdat,  Wbsihcr 
tbeea  was  oi^  litesary  prapeKgrat  essMoo 
kw?  but  tbatUie witness, ond the tradHB 
geaeral^waaao  wdl  confirmed  by  thew> 
tanosiaation  of  the  oosat  of  Kaqg'84ieBA 
that  be  thought  tbece  was  little  or  asnst 
at  dl ;  ibr,  that  had  such  a  dodit  to^d 
in  bis  miad,  ha  tiould  boas  sdd  that  p|«- 
perty  soum  yms  ago,  fcrnaBiy  «•«* 
if  not  tbe  whde  it  cast  him.  Aad^a 
he  knows  not  of  any  ade  of  cspf^^ 
derived*  under  aasthom  at  oaaia«a  It^ 
tmot  the  detcnsdnarioo  in  tha  &<">** 
Lords;  norofanj  within  six i 
vaoua^othat  ^  ~  '  ' 
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Bttififf  atkedy  Whether^  in  hb  epinioii) 
if  relief  i«  not  granted  in  conseqiience  of 
this  appHoBlioD,  there  is  net  e  danger  of 
valaabie  boob  being  ont  of  print,  fron  a 
dread  of  competition,  hj  the  multitode  of 
eof^  that  may  be  printed  by  diierent 
booksellers,  in  different  parts  of  the  king' 
dem?  He  said,  that  would  certainly  be  the 
consequence  as  to  Regent  editions. 

That  he  thinks  a  month  before  the  late, 
decision  in  tbe  House  of  Lprds,  he  could 
ha^e  disposed  of  his  property  in  copy- 
rights ibr  a  very  JnconsfderaUe  less. 

Being  asked,  Why  it  was  not  the  custom 
of  thbse  who  are  possessed  of  copy-<ri^ht, 
to  enter  them  in  the  boohs  of  the  Station- 

I  ers'  Company?  He  said,  he  could  only  an- 

.  swer  for  himself,  that  be  never  thought 
the  penalties  prescribed  by  the  Act  of  the 
eighth  of  queen  Anne  were  worth  con- 
tendhig  for,  as  a  much  shorter  and  more 

;  complete  relief  might  be  .had,  by  filing  a 

.  bill  Ml  Chancery ;  that  the  trade  of  a  book- 
seller 'is  circumscribed  by  no  law,  nor  any 

.  bye-law  of  the  Stationers'  Company;  and 
every  man  that  pleases  may  set  up  in  the 
business,  without  an  hour's  servitude  to 
the  trade;  and  the  wholesale  booksellers 

.  in  Lrondon,  solicit  the  countiy  booksellers 

;  to  supply  them  with  books. 

Then  the  agent  for  the  petitioners  pro- 
duced to  your  Goramittee,  copy  of  a  iudg- 

r  ment  of  the  court  of  King's  bench,  m 
the  cause  of  MUlar  agamst  Tavlor,  in  the 
seventh  year  of  the  reign  of  his  present 
Majesty  m  the  year  of  our  Lord  1766 ; 
whereby  it  appeared  that  Millar  recovered 

^  against  Taylor  1«.  damages,  and  6(tf.  costs. 
Mr.  John  Wilfcie,  clmc  to  the  booksel- 
lers' public  auctions,  produced  to  your 
Committee  an  account,  whereby  it  ap- 
peared that  the  sum  of  49,981^.  5s,  had 
beeci  laid  out  at  such  ptiblic  auctions  since 
the  year  1755,  in  money  for  copy-rights ; 
in  which  account  the  money  l^d  out  by 
private  contracts  is  not  included.    Then 

There  was  produced  to  your  Commit- 
tee, copy  of  a  judgment  of  the'House  of 
Lords,  upon  the  appeal  of  Alexander 
Donhldsori  and- John  Donaldson,  and  the 
answer  of  Thomas  Becket,  Peter  Abraham 
De  Hondt,  John  Rivington,  and  others, 
respondents;  whereby  it. is  ordered  and 
adjudged  by  the  Lords  spif  ftual  and  tem-, 
poral,  in  parliament  assembled,  that  the 
•aid  decree  complamed  bf  in  the  said  ap- 
peal be  reversed. 

In  support  of  the  allegations  of  the  se- 
cond-mentioned Petition, 
Mr.    Augustine  Greenland   mfbrmed 


jmt  Con«itteo»  that  doubts  have  arisen^ 
whether  the  right  granted  by  tkm  Act  of 
the '8th  of  queen  Anne  19  the  authors  of 
books,  extends  to  the  authore  of  booU  qf 
compositions  in  music :  that  Mess.  Long^ 
man,  Lukie^  and  conipany,  and  one  Tho* 
rott^goo^,  have  published  the  composi* 
tions  of  masters  in  music,  apprehenduvg 
such  compositions  were  not  within  the  in- 
tention of  the  said  Act  of  the  8th  of  queea 
Anne ;  but  that  the  witness  had  not  takea 
the  opinion  of  counsel  upon  it. 

Mr.  FeUde  said  a  gresit  deal  in  fiivoo# 
of  the  booksellers,  as  to  tfie  hardship  6t 
their  case,  and  how  tiiey  had. been  led 
astray  by  the  decision  of  the  court  of 
King's4)ench  in  1769.  He  concluded 
with  movijTg,  *^  That  leave  be  given  16 
bring  in  a  Bill  for  relief  of  booksellers,  and 
otliers,  by  vesting  the  copies  of  printed 
books'  in  the  purchasers  of  such  coniei 
fipom  authore  or  their  assigns,  lor  a  timf 
therem  to  be  Kmited.'^ 

Mr.  Attorney  General  Thwrhm  was 
agahist  the  boolcsellers ;  he  said,  they  were 
a- set  of  impudent  monopoMeing  men,  thaft 
they  had  combined  together  and  raised  « 
fimd  of  upwards  of  9,000/.  in  order  to  file 
bflls  hi  Chancery  against  any  peraon  wh<» 
should  endeavour  to  get  a  livdihood  as  weH 
as  themselves;  that  although  they  had 
purchased  copies  fVom  Homer  down  to 
Hewkesworth's  voyages,  which,  he  said, 
was  very  low  indeed,  that  Hawkesworth'o 
book,  which  was  a  mere  composition  of 
trash,  sold  for  tfwee  gumeas  by  their  mo- 
nondinttg;  and  observed,  that  the  book- 
sellers were  highly  censurable  for  not  hav# 
ing  taken  counsel's  opinion  whether  they 
had  a  rij^hc  in  copies  or  not,  and  not  to 
rely  solely  upon  die  decision  of  the  court 
6f  Kin^s-beneh.  He  said,  they  had  not 
proved  any  ^ms  in  the  Committee,  nelA 
ther  did  he  thiiu:  they  bad  any  clum  to 
the  protection  of  the  House.  He  was  ex- 
ceedingly severe  on  the  booksellers  of 
London  throu^out  the  whole  of  his 
speech,  and  much  in  favour  of  Donaldson. 

Mr.  Dttftningi  in  a  masteify  speech,  an- 
swered all  his  Ejections :  Were  the  book- 
sellers, he  said,  to  go  dancing  about  towq^ 
to  all  the  cofGse-houses  and  inns  of  court,  ' 
to  ask  attoroies*  clerks,  whether  a  decirion 
in  their  favour  in  the  court  of  Kin^s-bench 
was  binding  or  not  ?  'No :  they  refied  solely 
on  the  opmion  of  lord  Mansfield,  whont 
they  thought  superior  to  any  odter  advice 
they  couiti  receSve.  He  entered  very  fully 
mto^he  merits  of  the  booksdlera^  case^ 
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meodoned  a  nuoiber  of  inrtiDcet  in  tbeir 
favour,  and  said  that  hit  honourable  and 
learned  friend,  not  a  month  since,  was  of 
opinion  that  the  London  booksellers  were 
in  the  right;  but  since  the  decision  of  the 
House  of  Lords,  and  Mr.  Donaldson  had 
become  his  client,  he  had  changed  his 
opinion, 

Mr.  Cfreaves  spoke  much  against  the 
booksellers;  he  said,' he  had  attended  the 
committee,  and  found  that  the  person 
who  was  examined  as  a  witness  was  a 
party  concerned ;  that  he  had  put  a  con- 
siderable number  of  questions  to  him  con- 
cerning what  the  booksellers  had  lost  by 
the  late  final  determination  of  the  House 
of  Ldrds,  but  he  could  get  no  direct  an- 
awers;  that  it  was  shameful  to  allow  a 
monopoly  in  books;  they  ipight  as  well 
allow  a  monopoly  of  any  thing  else ;  that 
monopplies  always  enhanced  the  price  of 
goods ;  that  being  fearful  of  being  under- 
sold by  the  booksellers  of  Edinbuigh  was 
idle,  for  no  person  would  purchase  an 
Edinburgh  book  when  he  could  get  an 
English  one,  for  the  Scotch  editions  were 
generally  incorrect,  and  not  fit  for  a  gen- 
tleman's library. 

Mr.  Solicitor  General  Wedderbum  an- 
swered him  very  smartly ;  he  said,  as  to 
no  persons  bujong  a  Scotch  edition  be- 
cause they  were  incorrect  was  a  mistake ; 
for  persons  must  buy  them  before  they 
could  find  out  the  faults,  and  that  the 
lowness  of  price  was  a  g^eat  temptation ; 
as  to  the  petitioners  being  reprehensible 
for  not  having  taken  counsel's  opinion, 
that  was  idle,  for,  as  the  hon.  gentleman 
(Mr.  Dunning)  had  said,  were  thev  to 
enjiuire  of  an  attorney  when  tbejr  had  the 

Stioion  of  the  first  judge  in  the  kingtdom  ? 
e  was  extremely  close  upon  the  At- 
torney General,  who,  he  said,  could  not 
be  serious  in. what  he  had  alleged;  that 
as  to  the  witness  being  a  party  concerned, 
be  was  not,  for  he  bad  proved  to  the 
committee  that  l^e  had  sold  the  copy-right 
be  had  bouffht  for  12,(XKtf.  to  his  son  for 
'9,00(M.  and  that  by  the  kte  decision  in 
the  House  of  Lords  it  was  imagined  it 
would  not  now  sell  for  4,000L 

Colonel  OruUjfm  said  he  would  inform 
the  Hous^  the  reason  why  Mr.  John- 
atone,  the  witness,  did  not  answer  the 
questions ;  it  was  because  they  were  im- 
proper ;  that  he  was  present  in  the  com- 
mittee at  the  time  the  questions  were 
asked,  one  of  which  was,  "  Have  not  the 
booksellers  entered  into  a  combination  to 
iprosecuta  any  person  that  shall  reprint 


[loes 

their  worics?''  He  said,  he  told  the  con. 
mittee  then,  that  if  the  member  imiited 
on  his  ooestion  he  should  put  one,  which 
was,  <*  How  many  acts  in  your  life  hafe 
you  committed  for  which  you  deierre  to 
be  hanged  V*  He  said  he  only  remem- 
bered one  instance  of  such  a  ouestios 
being  put,  which  was  at  Guildford,  where 
an  old  fool  of  a  criminal  was  brought  be- 
fore an  old  fool  of  a  justice  &r  hom- 
stealing ;  the  justice,  who  was  in  bis  do- 
tage, said  to  the  criminal,  <<  I  suppoie 
you  have,  many  times  stolen  cows  and 
calves  as  well  as  horses,  an't  you  ?"  The 
criminal  being^  tired  cf  his  life,  but  oot 
having  resolu^on  enough  to  put  an  eod 
to  his  existence,  replied,  <'  Yes,  an'  pleae 
your  honour."  The  consequence  he  aid 
was,  the  man  was  hanged.  He  afierwirdi 
told  another  humorous  story  of  the  cod- 
mittee  driving  the  witness  out  of  the  roon 
with  a  flammg  sword,  like  the  angek 
driving  out  Adam  firom  the  gardes  i 
Eden.  He  spoke  much  in  favour  of  tlie 
booksellers,  and  said  he  heartily  wished 
they  might  have  relief* 

Mr.  UempUer  said,  the  hon.  gentlento 
alluded  t6  him,  as  the  person  who  asked 
the  improper  questions ;  however  improper 
the  questions  inight  be,  he  bdiefed  iej 
•were  true;  he  really  thought  the  peti* 
tioners  had  not  the  least  right  to  exped 
any  relief  from  the  House,  for  that  Mr. 
Donaldson  had,  at  a  prodigious  expeoce; 
obtained  a  verdict  in  his  ravour  from  the 
first  court  of  law  in  the  kingdom,  and  it 
was  cruel,  to  the  highest  degree,  to  endei' 
vour  to  wrest  that  verdict  out  of  bis  haadb 

Mr.  Edmund  Burke  set  forth  the  ab- 
surdity of  the  arguments  that  bad  bees 
urged  against  the  petitioners ;  be  uH 
there  could  not  be  a  clearer  proof  of  the 
justice  of  their  cause,  or  a  stronger  re^ 
son  for  them  to  think  themselves  Hgb; 
than  judge  Blackstone's  selling  his  book 
to  a  bookseller  for  a  large  sum,  and  afic^ 
wards  mamtabiog  the  opinion  cf  the  bo^* 
sellers  right  to  literary  P'^'^7'  j 
spoke  much  in  favour  of  BlacsstODe't 
Commentaries,  which  he  said  were  do^i 
and  always  would  be  esteemed ;  snd  wba 
the  bookseUers  had  the  opinion  o^  ^?^ 
a  judge  on  their  side,  he  thought  they  had 
a  just  right  to  imagine  themselves  secure 
in  purchasing  a  copy-right.  Hewases* 
ceedingly  smart  on  the  Attorney  GeoefW* 
who,  he  said,  now,  was  an  orosmeot  to 
the  bar,  and  he  made  no  doubt,  from  hs 
conduct,  but  he  would  soon  becooe ja 
(wnament  to  the  Bench.    HevakeisK' 
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in  favour  of  the  bookBdlen,  «id  said  he 
thould  give  his  heaity  consent  to  a  Bill 
being  broueht  in. 

Lord  FdkestwM  said,  he^  did  not  mean 
to  oppose  the  Bill  in  this  early  sUge,  but 
he  should  move  an  amendment  to  the 
motiotiy  by  leaving  out  from  the  word 
*'  others*'  to  the  end  of  the  question,  and 
inserting  «  purdiasers  of  copy-rightSy 
within  a  limited  time.'* 

The  question  being  put,  that  the  words 
proposed  to  be  led  out  stand  part  of  the 
question ;  the  HoMse  divided.  The  Yeas 
went  fordk 

Tc&ers. 

Yeas  $Mr,Feilde      -    -    -     J   ^ 
'  "^^  I  Mr.  Aid.  Sawbridge      $  ^ 

xr^,.  5  L<>^  Folkestone  *    -     >  oa 
^^"JMr.  Graves    .    .    .     (  ^ 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  afBrmatm. 
Then  the  main  question  being  put,  That 
leave  be  pvea  to  bring  in   a  Bill ;  the 
House  divided.    The  Yeas  went  forth. 
Tellers. 
v»A.  i^r.  Burke      -    - 
^"■jMr.Whitworth  - 
^^^.  c  Mr.  Attorney  General  *    -^ 
^^^^  I  Mr.  Charles  James  Fox  J    ^® 
So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

April  523.  Mr.  Feilde  presented  the 
Bill  to  the  House.  Whilst  the  Bill  was 
reading, 

Mr.  Dempster  called  thd  attention  of 
the  House  to  it,  as  it  was  a  Bill  to  re- 
verse a  decree  c^  the  supreme  tourt  of  ju- 
dicature in  this  kingdom.  He  then  pre- 
aeoced  a  Petition  from  the  country  book* 
sellers  against  the  Bill. 

Lord  F»  Campbell  presented  a  Petition 
frona  the  booksellers  of  Glasgow  against 
the  Bill. 

Colonel  Onshm  said,  he  was  astonished 
to  hear  any  person  make  such  a  declara- 
tion, as  Mr.  Dempster  had  done;  for  the 
Bill  was  not  founded  on  any  such  prin- 
[;iples ;  it  had  not  any  connection  with  the 
leeree ;  that  he  should  be  far  from  espous- 
\ng  the  Bill  was  it  meant  for  that  purpose ; 
;hat  he  held  what  the  Lords  did  to  be  the 
avr  of  the  land ;  but  it  was  no  new  thing 
iyr  an  application  to  be  made  to  the  Com- 
Dons  for  redress  against  laws,  when  they- 
rere  partioularly  hard  and  cruel ;  that  he 
irmly  believed  there  would  have  been  no 
icoasion  for  the  BUI,  had  the  judge,  who 
rM»  silent  on  the  occasion  in  the  Lords 
lord  Mansfield),  delifered  his  opmion; 
t  VOU  XVll.]  { 


he  saidy  it  was  what  he  ought  to  have 
done ;  by  their  opinions  people  were  jto 
be  guided;  for  those  purposes  they  had 
large  salaries,  and  no  one  of  them  ought 
to  be  above  their  office. 

Mr.  FeUde  agreed  with  the  hon.  ^en« 
tleman,  that,  had  that  learned  judge  givea 
his  opinion,  this  Bill  would  not  now  have 
been  before  the  House ;  but  on  acceuni 
of  the  trial  in  the  King's-bench,  the  book- 
sellers had  laid  out  great  sums  in  copjf^ 
right,  so  much,  that  unless  some  relief 
was  given  them,  the^  must  inevitably  be 
ruinra;  that  as  to  this  being  a  Bill  to  re- 
verse a  decree  of  the  Lords,  that  was  en- 
tirely wrong,  which  the  hon.  gendemaa 
would  see,  was  he  to  look  into  it. 

Mr.  Dempster  said,  the  Bill  was  only 
meant  to  serve  a  few  individuals;  dial 
many  persons  had  signed  the  petition  for 
it  through  fear,  threats,  &c. ;  that  the  case 
of  Mr.  Donaldson  was  extremely  hard ;  h^ 
had  been  dragged  through  all  the  courti 
of  law  both  in  this  kingdom  and  Scotland, 
and  at  last  to  the  House  of  Lords,  where 
he  had  obtained  a  decree  for  to  carry  on 
his  business  in  the  way  which  he  always 
had  done.  That  this  Bill  was  not  meant 
to  restore  the  law  conceminK  copy-right 
as  it  formerly  stood,  but  as  the  individual 
booksellers  of  London  thought  it  stood ; 
he' said,  he  should, not  oppose  the  order 
for  the  first  reading,  but  would  undoubted* 
ly  attack  it  whenever  k  was  read  a  second 
time,  and  hoped  that  some  time  would  be 
given  for  the  perusal  of  the  BjU. 

The  Bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  se- 
cond time  on  the  4th  of  May. 

May  10.  The  said  Bili  was  read  aaecood 
time.  The  Petitions  against  the  Bill 
were  then  read,  and  the  counsel  for  the 
petitioners  were  heard. 

Sir  John  Dalrymple  appeared  on  their 
behalf.  He  began  with  declaring  that  a 
large  number  of  the  men  who  had  signed 
the  Petition  for  the  Bill  were  proprietors  rf 
tiiose  infamous  news-papers  whidi  had  tra* 
duced  the  sovereign  and  abused  the  aaeok- 
bers  of  each  house  of  parliament.  He 
dwelt  much  upon  this  idea,  and  was  by  no 
means  sparing  of  his  severities  on  the  book- 
sellers, positively  asserting  that  tbey  en- 
tirely  governed  the  news-papers;  and  that 
after  having  in  the  most  bare-fiiced  and 
scandalous  manner  abused  every^  gentle- 
man present,  and  every  person  in  exist* 
ence,  the  old  for  not  being  youi^,  the 
young  for  not  being  old,  the  poor  ror  net 
b^Qg  ridi,  and  the  rich  for  not  beingpoor  i 
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afiter  having  called  a  man  a  scouiidi^l  if  he 
accepted  a  place,  and  a  fool  if  he  resigned 
it;  after  having  vented  every  calumny 
which  impudence  and  ignorance  could 
give  birth  to,  he  said  they  came  now  and 
asked  favour  from  the  very  objects  of  their 
abuse.  Of  late  he  owned  there  had  been 
an  alteration  in  the  public  prints,  and 
•candal  and  traduction  had  less  prevailed; 
he  would  inform  the  House  the  reason 
why  there  was  such  a  cessation  of  abuse, 
where  it  began,  andt  when  it  would  end. 
It  began  as  soon  as  the  present  Bill  was 
thought  ofy  and  it  would  end  as  soon  as  it 
was  disposed  of.  He  advised  the  members 
tb  throw  out  the  Bill  for  that  reason ;  for 
while  the  booksellers  had  the  Bill  in  pur- 
suit, they  would  keep  the  news-papers 
free  from  scandal,  and  every  man  might 
read  them  with  safety.  At  any  rate,  he 
would  wish  the  House  to  grant  the  mono- 
poly prayed  for,  for  seven  years  only,  by 
which  means  the  term  would  expire  a  year 
before  the  next  general  election  but  one, 
and  they  might  in  the  parliament  after, 
grant  a  fresh  monopoly  for  seven  years 
more ;  by  such  a  measure,  the  members 
would  be  sure  of  being  abused  only  for 
aix  years  at  a  time.  If  they  granted  the 
Bill,  he  would  advise  them  to  read  no 
news-paper  all  the  summer,  to  avoid  seeing 
themselves  traduced.  For  his  part,  on 
account  of  what  he  had  then  said,  he  had 
ordered  that  no  English  news-paper  should 
come  wUhin  his  doors  for  three  months. 
After  a  great  deal  more  of  this  sort  of  fo- 
jreign  matter,  sir  John  went  into  the  history 
of  the  statute  of  queen  Anne;  insisted  on 
it,  that  the  booksellers  well  knew  from  the 
passing  of  that  Act,  that  there  was  no 
common  law  right,  and  therefore  their 
plea  of  having  been  deceived  by  the  de- 
termination in  the  court  of  King's-bench, 
was  exceedingly  fallacious  and  groundless. 
He  contrastdl  the  Bill  prepared  under 
Dr.  Swift's  auipices,  with  the  present  one ; 
spoke  of  the  different  requisitions  of  each, 
save  the  petitioners  the  title  of  monopo- 
lists, talked  of  the  general  bad  tendency 
of  monopolies ;  and  what  abuse  might  not 
be  made  of  monopolies,  if  in  Uie  handk  of 
unjust  men  ?  He  had  himself  in  the  House 
of  Lords  first  mentioned  a  new  Bill,  but 
he  meant  a  Bill  of  compromise,  and  not  a 
Bill  of  opposition.  If  the  petitioners  had 
applied  to  him,  he  would  have  drawn  up 
an  unobjectionable  Bill,  which  could  not 
have  failed  of  success.  He  justified  the 
extravagant  price  of  Hawkesworth's 
Voyages,  although   he  abused  die  peti- 


tioners; and  having  vented  many  iR-ds- 
tured  observations  on  them,  he  (lescribed 
the  state  of  tlie  counter  petitioners,  en- 
larged '  on  their  unfortunate  situation,  and 
was  extremely  copious  on  the  merits  of 
his  client  Mr.  Donaldson.  He  entered 
into  a  description  of  the  mode  of  trading 
in  Glasgow,  particularly  their  ezportatioa 
of  boolu,  for  which  he  dedared  toey  gave 
eighteen  or  twenty  months  credit,  whmas 
if  they  sent  to  London  for  Eogliah  edi- 
tions, they  could  only  obtain  six  montibs 
credit.  The  present  application,  be  said, 
was  contranr  to  all  law  and  all  usage.  In 
the  worst  ot  reigns  it  never  had  been  at- 
tempted to  alter  and  destroy  the  effect  of  a 
decision'of  a  supreme  court  of  lair.  That 
the  House,  by  granting  the  present  Bill, 
would  sanctify  an  «x  po«^^/&do  law,  which 
was  b^  no  means  the  proper  object  of  le- 
gislation. He  had  observed,  he  said,  thai 
It  was  ever  the  lashion  to  ascribe  the  ill  <£ 
the  times  to  some  particular  country.  la 
the  reign  of  James  the  1st  all  the  01  csoem 
from  Gotland;  in  the  reign  of  Charie 
the  1st  all  the  ill  was  supposed  to  come 
from  Spain;  jn  that  of  Charles  2,  aD  the 
ill  came  from  France ;  in  that  of  William 
all  the  ill  came  from  Holland;  in  the 
reign  of  Oeorge  the  2nd  all  the  ill  came 
from  Hanover ;  and  now  the  circle  seemed 
to  have  come  round,  and  aU  the  ill  came 
from  Scotland  a|ain.«-He  could  not  con- 
clude, he  said,  without  clearing  up  a  point 
respecting  himself.  It  was  generaliy 
found,  that  the  ai|punents  of  a  ooonsel 
went  a  great  w^,  espedally  if  he  was  aa 
honest  man.  it  had  been  thrown  est 
asainst  him,  that  after  having  sold  the  copy 
of  a  book,  which  had  the  misfortune  mii- 
versally  to  displease,  although  it  was  oni- 
vers^y  read;  whidi  had  been  said  to 
have  fa!een  printed  under  the  patronage  of 
kings  and  ministers,  although  it  waa  new 
seen  by  either  tiU  it  waa  printed;  of  thk 
book  he  was  chaived  with  having  sold  the 
perpetual  and  ezcitliiive  right  of  multi|^ 
mg  the  copy  for  2,00Q{.  and  immedi^i^ 
afterwards  taking  an  active  part  to  destroy 
the  value  of  the  very  ^property  which  be 
had  so  disposed  of.  This  insinuati<Mi  was, 
he  said,  as  fitdse  as  it  was  scandalo|p;  for 
that  immediatdv  after  the  dectsion'fe  the 
House  of  Lords  he  went  to  Mr.  Caddl 
and  told  him,  that  if  any^  loas  acomed 
from  the  event  of  the  decision,  he  wodd 
sustain  it  himself,  and  would  not  sufier  it 
to  fall  on  Mr.  Caddl.  Sir  John  concluded 
with  informing  the  House,  that  he  abooU 
call  in  some  witnesses. 
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The  first  mtness  was  Mr.  MerrOl,  sen. 
>f  Cambridge,  who  proved  that  he  had,  in 
1759»  received  two  lettersfrom  J.  Whiston, 
i  bookseller^  purporting  that  a  committee 
>f  London  bookseUers  was  appointed  to 
>rosecute  the  sellers  of  piratea  editions ; 
le  talked  of  two  more  letters,  which  he 
aid  would  shew  the  House  the  iniquitous 
>ractices  of  the  booksellers  of  London, 
rho  had  combined  against  the  Scotch  and 
country  ones ;  but  as  he  could  not  produce 
he  originals,  nor  tell  what  was  become  of 
hem,  the  House  would  hear  no  further 
rom  hinu — The  next  person  was  his  son, 
vho  being  asked  the  same  questions  as  his 
ather,  would  not  speak  positively  to  any 
hing  he  was  asked,  particularly  if  he  did 
lot  know  that  Scotdi  books  were  bought 
>y  .the  London  booksellers,  who  printed 
I  new  title  page  purporting  them  to  be 
Bnglish  editions^— Tne  next  was  Mr. 
Viurray,  who  was  asked  a  considerable 
lumber  of  questions  by  Mr.  Murphy, 
>De  of  the  counsel  for  the  petitioners,  and 
nross  questioned  by  Mr.  Mansfield;  most 
>f  his  answers  seemed  rather  favourable  to 
:he  cause  of  the  London  bookseUen. — 
The  next  was  a  Mr.  Fox,  who  spoke  a 
considerable  time ;  but  as  most  ot  it  was 
^ear-say.  evidence,  it  was  not  attended  to. 
— The  next  was  Mr.  Bulkley,  who  was 
)ut  a  young  bookseller,  and  was  asked  but 
ew  questions. 

The  chief  thing  they  all  seemed  to 
complain  of  was,  not  being  admitted  to 
lie  booksellers'  sales,  which,  they  said, 
rere  held  at  the  Queen's  Arms  in  St. 
Paul's  Church-yard,  and  Globe  tavern  in 
Fleet-street';  that  they  had  known  in- 
itances  of  country  and  Scotch  booksellers 
»eiDg  t'urned  out'  from  those  sales :  but, 
>n  cross  examination,  it  appeared  they 
lad  been  turned  out  for  misdemeanors, 
br  breaking  through  the  rules  observed 
It  sales,  &CiF— There  appeared  among  the 
>er8ons  who  had  siffnea  the  di£brent  peti- 
ions  against  the  Biu,  weavers,  old  cloUies- 
blks,  chandler's-shop.men  and  woinen,  a 
>er8on  who  keeps  the  stall  upon  the  wall 
n  Parliament-street,  &c.  The  House  was 
dmost  a  scene  of  laughter  during  the 
vhole  ci  the  evidence,  which  was  very 
ong. 

After  these  evidenoes,  Mr.  Wallace,  so- 
icttor  for  Mr.  Donaldson,  was  called  in, 
vho  stated,  that  it  had  cost  Mr.  Donald- 
ton  1,00M.  in  thirteen  different  Chancery 
(uits,  which  had  been  brought  against  him 
>y  the.  London  booksellers,  but  on  expla* 
latioa  and  cross  examination^  it  appeared. 


that  many  of  those  suits  were  for  printing 
books  that  were  protected  by  the  statute 
of  queen  Anne,  two  in  particular,  Shen- 
stone's  Works  and  Yorick's  Sermons. 

After  he  had  finished, 

Mr.  Arthur  Murphi^^  another  counsel 
for  the  petitioners  against  the  Bill,  made 
his  remarks  on  the  evidence.  He  began 
with  observing,  that  the  Bill  prayed  for, 
was  a  very  extraordinary  attempt  to  de- 
feat the  laudable  and  successful  endea- 
vours of  an  individual,  to  obtain  common 
justice ;  the  plea  urged  by  the  petitioners, 
he  afiirmed,  was  repugnant  to  every  prin- 
ciple of  law:  that  there  was  no  maxim 
more  general;  no  maxim  so  notoriously 
inviolable,  as  that  the  ignorance  of  the  law 
could  not  be  urged  or  received  as  a  pal- 
liative or  an  excuse ;  the  petitioners,  he 
observed,  were  remaricable  for  mistaking 
the  law ;  two  of  them,  some  time  since, 
employed  one  Gumey,  a  short-hand  writer 
firom  the  Old  Bailey,  to  take  down  a  farce 
universally  approved  of,  and  much  fol* 
lowed:  this  tarce  was  called  Love  A-la- 
mode;  and  Mr.  Macklin,  the  author  of  it, 
found  it  his  mterest  to  keep  the  copy  in 
hb  doset,  and  not  to  publish  it ;  but  two 
of  the  petitioners  taking  a  liking  to  it,  ac- 
commodated Mr.  Gumey  with  a  conve- 
nient seat  in,  the  shilling  gallery  of  the 
theatre,  on  one  of  the  nights  on  which  it 
was  acted;  and  in  a  periodical  publica- 
tion, the  first  act  was  soon  afterwards  re- 
tailed. Mr. -Macklin  remonstrated  with 
the  two  petitioners  on  the  illegality  of  their 
conduct,  and  the  unfiumess  of  pirating  an 
ui^ublished  copy;  the  only  answer  he 
could  get  was,  that  it  was  their  propertjr ; 
they  had  purchased  it  of  Mr.  Gumey  tor 
two  guineas,  and  therefore  they  had  a 
right  to  print  it.  Mr.  Macklin  applied  to 
the  court  of  Chancery,  an  injunction  was 
immediately  granted  by  lord  Northington, 
and  that  injunction  was  made  perpetual 
by  the  lords  commissioners  of  the  great 
seal  in  1770.  At  length,  therefore,  the 
petitioners  were  convinc^  that  they  had 
misuken  the  law.  A  case  in  point  oc- 
curred to  him ;  a  few  days  ago  Mr.  Tyson, 
thelef^  claimant,  to  an  estate,  brousht 
his  action  of  recovery  against  Mr.  Clarke, 
who  had  been  in  SO  years  undisturbed 
possession  of  it ;  the  matter  was  tried  in 
the  Common  Pleas,  where  the  claim  was 
made  good,  and  the  jury  gave  a  verdict 
for  the  claimant ;  there  could  be  no  doubt 
but  Mr.  Clarke  would  be  veiy  glad  to  ob- 
tain an  act  of  parliament  giving  him  14> 
Qt  81  yean  further  possession.    If  a  Bill^ 
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uninediately  granting  relief  to  thoie  who 
bad  bought  an  estate,  which  was  clearly 
dbcoventble  to  have  no  titles  passed  into 
a  law,  the  table  of  the  House  woald  be 
loaded  perpetually  with  petitions  of  a  si- 
iniiar  natpre  with  that  or  the  booksellers, 
and  the  whole  business  of  the  session 
would  be  to  remedy  the  leases  incurred  by 
Ignorance  and  folly. 

After  he  had  finished  his  remarks,  Mr. 
Feilde  moved,  That  the  farther  hearing  ci 
counsel  be  deferred  till  the  I9th,  which 
was  agreed  to. 

May  IS.  The  House  proceeded  to  the 
fkrtfaer  faeariag  of  counsel  upon  the  said 
BilL 

Mr.  MansMd  was  heard  in  favour  of 
the  Bill.'  He  opened  his  speech  with  a 
description  of  the  purport  of  the  Bill,  its 
tendency  to  relieve  the  petitioners,  and 
give  anirther  time  to  authors  than  the 
term  allotted  bv  the  8th  of  queen  Anne : 
lie  then  entered  upon  a  reply-  to  the  ob- 
jections advfAced  by  the  counsel  for  the 
counter-petitioners,  in  substance  as  follows: 

My  clients,  Sir,  have  been  treated  by 
the  learned  gentlemen  of  the  other  side, 
with  every  term  of  reproadi  which  their 
mgenuaty  could  frame;  the^  have  held 
tfiem  up  as  oppressors  of  their  poor 
brethren,  as  members  of  an  illegal  combi- 
nation,  and  as  men  ever  ready  to  put  in 
practice  any  thing,  however  cruel,  how- 
ever criminal,  if  it  promoted,  or  was  likely 
to  promote  their  own  interest;  witnesses 
have  been  called  to  prove  these  assertions, 
but  after  a  long  examination  it  has  been 
ibund  impossible  to  adduce  one  tittle  of 
evidence  to  support  the  matters  alleged 
against  the  petitioners ;  on  the  contrary, 
those  who  have  been  exammed  at  your 
bar,  have  rather  established  than  destroyed 
their  merit;  Mr.  Merril,  indeed,  did  not 
fiilly  speak  his  mind ;  Mr.  Merril  knew, 
Sir,  that  the  subscription  entered  into  by 
the  petitioners  was  for  the  purpose  of  buy- 
ing up  such  Scotch  editions  of  those 
copies  whicii  they  conceiyed  to  be  their 
property,  and  which  the  country  book- 
sellers had  ignorantly  taken  from  me  pira- 
tical printer;  the  petitioners  might  nave 
put  the  country  booksellers  to  great  ex* 
pence,  by  commencing  prosecutions;  in- 
atead  of  that,  Sir,  they  were  unwilling  to 
trample  on  the  fallen,  they  raised  a  purse 
to  indemnify  those  who  had  got  Scotch 
editions,  and  out  of  this  purse  they  paid 
them  for  those  editions ;  this,  Sir,  was  their 
%»pression,  this  waa  jtbair  craeby*     The 


learned  advocate  has  gone  m  grest  vsjto 
support  his  clients:  he  has  drava  8col« 
land  into  the  scrape,  and  has  brought  we 
bookseller  firom  Glasgow  to  prote  the 
magnitude  of  the  export  trade  of  tha 
ci^.  This  evidence,  Sir,  told  yoa  thst  of 
late  years  that  dty  exported  boeks  to  the 
amount  of  10,000^  per  annum.  I  deiirri 
he  aught  be  asked,  who  were  the  a- 

Sorters  I  He  told  us,  the  booksdien  of 
laq^ow.  He  wasa^»dhowmaD7?nd 
I  expected  to  have  found  that  1^  per- 
sons dealt  for  the  enormous  sum  of  10.  t 
year  each,  but  die  witneas  says  onlji 
few;  and  when  asked  if  thoae  few  desltfer 
lOflM.  he  aays,  they  and  tiieir  coanec- 
tiens.  Now,  Sir,  *«  their  oooneetioM^ii, 
I  confess,  a  hmy  expression,  thoiigk 
somewhat  unintaligiUeb  Does  the  vit* 
ness  mean  the  butcher,  the  baker,  tbe 
draper,  the  taylor,  the  heaier,  tbe  bnber, 
and  the  washerwoman  ef  tlw  boobeilen 
he  alludeato?  for  I  pveawiie  they  sis  ill 
connected  widi  them.  The  witoesr  MM 
you  that  the  Glasgow  mesdiants  expsrud 
some  London  books,  and  aone  or  tfaoe 
he  confessed  were  pirated  editioas  wA 
the  names  of  tbe  London  beokidlert  d- 
filled  to  their  title  pagea. 

An  attempt  has  kSen  madeto  naiBaiii 
that  the  petitioners' are  natioBsflyfm^ 
diced  agamat  the  Scotdk  booksdien;  Sr, 
1  will  not  think  so  degradingly  of  tb 
House  as  to  suppose  that  the  memtoi  of 
it  can  be  influenced  by  any  prdodioe;  dis* 
tress  is  of  no  countty ;  thn  Hcne  viD 
only  eonaider  if  die  netitionen  aromcoiB 
distress,  and  if  they  nnd  tliemsoysslutft 
thej  will,  they  wdl  doubtless  gifsot  tboi 
relief. 

Another  matter  urged  agaiast  d>ep^ 
ttoners  is,  that  they  are  oroprietofs  «  ^ 
news^papers.  Some  of  the  petilioDcffi 
Sir,  havediares  ia  the  pubhc  pristi; « 
have  several  coimtry  genuemea;  bat^ 
have  no  more  to  do  with  the  pnn^^ 
direction  of  diose  papers  thn  jso,  ^ 
'sitting  in  your  chair.  I  do  not  wooder  a 
the  learned  advocate^a  bemg  hwd  inn* 
prebending  the  news-papers;  Ha  l>"fl^ 
can  be  toosevere,  too  opprobrJoas  for tm 
Sir ;  they  not  only  attsick  the  dMiacttri<|| 
King,  Lords  and  Commons,  but  tMWj* 
the  nsotenee  to  traduce  anthon  sod  tb^ 
productions;  even  that  learned,  wj^ 
imred  volume,  dmt  predlgy  ^^^f'f^ 
merit,  tbe  Memoirs  of  Great  Bnttio^ 
sir  John  Dakywple,  has  not  escspsd^ 
malice;  Sir,  they  have  dared  to  ^«»^ 
tb%wm9^4aitmiimemmdhwtmh'^ 
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fcfiler  such  ^ring,  can  uiy  thiQ^  too  vim* 
efnx  be  urged  against  tbem  ? 

A  further  objection  made  to  my  dientt 
s,  that  they  have  ^excluded  the  counter* 
letitioners  from  their  flaletf  at  the  Queen's 
%.nns  apd  Globe  taverns.  You  have 
earnt  by  the  evidence  examined  to  this, 
»oint,  that  those  the^did  exclude  were 
notorious  for  selling  pirated  editions;  and, 
Sir,  I  will  tell  you  a  further  and  the  -true 
-eaaoa  for  exdading  the  counter*pdU« 
ionera;  the  sales  are  upon  credit  rrom 
hree  months  to  three  years;  now  if  the 
Mor  part  of  the  trade  wart  admitted,  as 
:he  sales  are  by  auction,  they  might  hid 
ind  buy  to  a  large  amount,  they  might 
make  immediate  advantage  of  their  pur- 
shase,  and  when  the  chr  of  payment 
came,  the  proprietor  of  the  safe  might 
look  in  vain  for  his  money ;  the  keeper  of 
a  chandler's  shop  m^ht  have  quitted 
trade,  and  the  retailer  of  books  on  a  wall 
might  lunre  moved  his  quarters. 

A  great  argument  has  been  made  by  the 
gentlemen  of  the  other  side,  of  Mr.  Do* 
naldson's  public  spirit,  of  his  great  patriot- 
ism, and  the  abundant  scale  of  his  merit : 
Sir,  sinking  as  that  scale  is  with  its  weight, 
I  will  contribute  to  its  preponderation :  pa- 
triot Donaldson,  Sir,  has  still  greater  at- 
tributes than  his  counsel  have  given  him ; 
he  b  not  only,  as  they  have  described  him, 
an  excellent  printer,  and  an  admired  book- 
seller, but.  Sir,  he  is  more,  he  Is  the  rival 
of  the  filmed  Eustathius,  he  is,  Sir,  an 
editor  and  a  commentator;  he  has  refined 
upon  the  edition  of  Pope's  Homer,  pub- 
lished by  the  poet  himself,  by  expunging 
no  less  than  2S,S51  lines  firoin  the  notes ; 
these  lines,  -  commentator  Donaldson 
thought  unnecessary,  and  therefore  he 
left  them  out  of  the  edition  I  now  hold  in 
my  band ;  perbans,  Sir,  mean  spirits  may 
say,  that  it  would  not  have  been  les^  ho- 
nest, if  he  had  specified  in  the  titlewhat  was 
omitted,  and  given  the  unwary  purchaser 
some  intimation  of  the  disappointment  he 
was  to  meet  with  in  perusinff  the  book ; 
bat  thelact  Is  as  I  have  sUted  it. 

It  has  been  strongly  contested  on  the 
side  of  the  eounter-petitiuners,  that  the  pe- 
titioners wave  not  at  aU  mistaken  respectmg 
the  non-existence  of  a  common  law  right, 
and  that  the  decision  of  the  Kiog^'s-bench 
did  not  deceive  tbem.  Sir,  from  the  im- 
mense sum,  full  IWfiOGL  expended  in 
copy-right;  it  is  evident  diat  they  did 
misoottceive,  and  I  do  not  wonder  at  it, 
when  I  leooUect  that  the  highest  couH  of 
W  ia  Wasfmiiisier>hali  oyialiy 
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ceiTed  it,  and  that  five  of  the  judges,  when 
giving  their  opinkn  in  the  House  of  Lords* 
immediately  previous  to  the  kite  determi* 
nation,  were  also  of  the  same  sentiments ; 
but.  Sir,  I  will  add  to  these,  a  still  greater 
authority,  the  authority  of  commentator 
Donaldson :.  for.  Sir,  it  follows  naturslly 
that  he  either  was  very  ill  advised,  or  thai 
he  and  his  advisers  thought  all  along  thai 
there  did  exist  a  common  law  right,  other* 
wise,  instead  of  his  being  harassed  with 
IS  suits,  he  need  oaly  have  been  troubled 
with  one.  It  was  in  his  power.  Sir,  to 
have  put  in  his  answer,  and  brought  the 
question  to  a  final  dedsion  within  the  space 
of  one  year,  and  at  the  small  expence  ef 
10(M. ;  this  is  a  fact  not  to  he  diqpttted* 
Sir,  and  it  is  evident  from  this  great  pa« 
triot,  this  learned  commentator's  pursuing 
a  difliMrent  line  of  conduct,  that  he  did  nd 
dream  that  he  was  warranted  in  printing 
the  books  he  published,  but  thai  he 
thoaght  it  worth  his  while  to  print  .on^ 
and  snatch  up  such  advanta^^as  he  could 
gain,  previous  to  the  possibility  of  the 
copyholders  being  sble  to  get  proof  sidl- 
cient  to  ground  a  prayer 'to  the  court  of 
Chancery  for  an  injunction.  The  prose* 
cutions  then  so  treinenilously  stat^,  were 
all  of  Donaldson's  seeking,  he  had  nobod? 
to  blame  for  them  but  himself,  and  it  is 
evident  he  thought,  as  well  as  the  peti- 
tioners, that  there  did  exist  a  oommoa 
law  right ;  besides  this,  I  have  in  my  hand 
an  autnority  which  will,  I  doubt  not,  be 
admitted  on  the  other  side.  It  is  a  letter. 
Sir,  from  a  great  author  to  a  learned  judges 
complaining  of  the  piratical  practices  of 
Scotch  and  Irii^  booksellers.  This  proves 
thst  the  petitioiKters  alone  were  not  with- 
out reason  jealous  of  the  Scotch  printers^ 
This  letter  speaks  the  language  of  the 
heart,  it  describes  things  as  thejr  are,  if 
wears  no  artificial  dress;  it  diders,  Sir, 
exceedingly  from  the  light  in  whidi  the 
learned  nivocate  on  the  other  side  has 
painted  the  printers  of  Glasgow;  it  re- 
cords not  their  glory — it  only  speaks  of 
their  peculation. 

It  has  been  urged,  that  laying  the  trade 
of  printing  open,  would  be  of  service  to  let* 
ters,  and  of  service  to  the  public ;  I  deny 
both  positions ;  and  I  hare  by  me  letters  et 
Mr.  Hume,  Dr.  Hurd,  Xhe.  Robertson,  I^, 
Seattle,  and  other  writers  of  established 
reputation,  containing  the  warmest  wishes 
to  the  petitioBers,  lamenting  the  late  deci- 
sion of  the  Hoaseoffters,  as  fatal  to  lite* 
rature,  and  hoping  that  the  booksellers 
might  get  speedy  relief.  To  prove  thai 
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laying  printing  v  open  would  be  a  public 
service,  the  learned  advocate  has  told  you 
that  he  saw  an  edition  of  Thomson's 
Seasons  sold  for  Sd.  in  Scotland:  Consi- 
dering the  price  of  paper,  of  types,  and 
the  manual  labour,  you,  Sir,  will  judge 
what  sort  of  an  edition  this  must  have 
been.  Sir,  authors  must  shudder  at  what 
may  happen  to  their  works,  if  the  printing 
trade  continues  open.  Ignorant  and  care- 
less printers  may  tota&y  reverse  their 
meanmgs,  and  destroy  the  force  of  their 
arguments.  I  tremble,  Sir,  for  the  fate 
of  the  learned  author  of  the  Memoirs 
of  Great  Britain ;  may  not  his  work  be 
mutilated,  transposed,  and  altered;  may 
we  not  hereafter  see  the  name  of  Barillon 
iubsUtuted  for  that  of  Sidney ;  and  may 
not  the  infamous  creature  of  a  minister  be 
held  up  as  the  most  disinterested  and  able 
patriot  this  country  ever  knew.  Sir,  if 
the  trade  continues  open,  not  only  authors 
but  booksellers  and  printers  will  suifer; 
already  is  the  destruction  of  some  of  the 
latter  working.  I  have  information  here, 
that  there  are  now  in  the  press  in  Scot- 
land no  less  than  five  or  six  different  edi- 
tions of  Young's  Works ;  this.  Sir,  is  the 
cony  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Creech,  book- 
seller in  Edinburgh ;  he  says  that  in  every 
little  town  there  is  now  a  printing  press. 
Coblers  have  thrown  away  their  awl, 
weavers  have  dismissed  thfeir  shuttTe,  to 
commence  printers.  The  country  is  over- 
run with  a  kind  of  literary  packmen,  who 
ramble  from  town  to  town  selling  booln. 
In  the  little  inconsiderable  town  of  Fal- 
kirk there  is  now  set  up  a  printing  press, 
and  there  are  several  eaitions  of  the  same 
book  carrying  on  in  Berwick  upon  Tweedi 
in  Edinburgh,  in  Glasgow,  in  Dumfries, 
and  in  Aberdeen.  The  continuing  print- 
ing an  unrestrained  trade  will  be  of  infi- 
nite mischief;  it  is  a  trade  of  so  peculiar 
a  nature,  that  it  can  be  compared  to  no 
other;  it  must  be  governed  by  rules  of 
its  own,  and  it  must  of  necessity  be  re- 
strained within  some  compass.  Mr.  Do- 
naldson has  no  right  to  say  that  this  Bill  is 
injurious  to  his  interest,  he  has  already 
every  advantage  a  reasonable  roan  can 
wish :  this  Bill  does  not  preclude  the  sale 
of  his  large  stock ;  he  tells  you  he  has  ex- 
pended 50,000/.  in  printing ;  this  Bill  en- 
sures him  a  sale,  and  ensures  likewise  that 
he  shall  liave  no  competitor  in  the  market. 
Is  not' this  a  real  and  a  substantial  benefit? 
The  petitioners.  Sir,  have  every  plea  to 
urge  in  their  behalf;  but  their  claim  to  re- 
lief is  so  Mlf-evident,  that  I  shall  not  trou- 


ble the  House  with  a  long  ezamiiMttion  of 
witnesses;  when  my  learned  coadjutor 
concludes  his  argument,  I  shall  only  call 
one  evidence  to  prove  that  their  Petitiai 
is  incontrovertibly  true. 

Mr.  Hetty  the  other  counsd  for  the 
London  booksellers,  coincided  with  Mr. 
Mansfield,  and  concluded  with  warmly 
urging  the  plea  of  the  petitionefs. 

Mr.  Mansfield  was  wen  desired  by  the 
Speaker  to  produce  his  witness,  when  Mr. 
Wilkie  was  called  to  the  bar  and  asked  s^ 
veral  questions,  to  which  he  gave  rerr 
dear  and  satisfactory  answers.  The  nb- 
stance  of  his  information  was  as  foUow;, 
in  reply  to  the  questions  put  to  him,  vii. 
That  he  liad  acted  19  years  as  ageotfor 
the  London  booksellers,  that  daring  tbe 
said  time  the  sum  of  65,986/.  hsd  beea 
laid  out  in  purchasing  oopy-right;  thm* 
fourUis  of  which,  if  not  more,  neimagmed 
was  protected  by  tbe  statute  of  qiuea 
Anne.  That  he  had  seen  a  list  of  the 
names  of  the  counter  petitioners,  whose 
all,  a  few  excepted^  sellers  of  boob  oa 
walls,  at  the  comers  of  streets,  and  at  die 
doors  of  alehouses.  That  when  be  is  eo- 
plo^ed  to  make  aales  for  his  brethren,  be 
mvites  the  booksellers  by  a  printed  oti- 
logue,  whidi  is  generally  ddivered  two 
days  before  the  sales.  Tiiat  he  fiequentiy 
sent  60  or  70  catalogues,  seldom  lesfbto 
that  number ;  and  never  omitted  in? itiag 
any  person  in  the  trade,  but  such  u  bid 
not  made  their  payments  regular.  Tbti 
the  credit  given  to  the  purchasers  at  tbe 
said  sales  was  three,  six,  nine  months,  vA 
so  on  to  three  years ;  and  it  would  bees- 
tremely  hazardous  for  the  proprieton  ot* 
those  sales  to  sell  their  books  to  sone  d 
the  fiersons  who  have  signed  the  oouoter- 
petition.  The  counsel  in  favour  of  the 
counter  petitioners  having  said,  that  of  <» 
persons  who  signed  the  London  book- 
sellers' Petition,  only  20  of  them  had  pro- 
perty ;  Mr.  Wilkie  declared,  that  all,  ex- 
cept nine,  had  considerable  property  in 
copy-right.  Upon  a  cross-examinatifls 
Mr.  Wilkie's  replies  to  Uie  questioos  i)iit 
to  him  gave  the  House  tiie  foUowiog\B« 
formation  :^That  in  1759  he  sienedacff' 
cular  letter  to  the  country  booEaellen  st 
the  instance  of  a  committee  of  tbe  LoodcD 
booksellers,  who  had  entered  into  anaao* 
ciation,  not  for  the  purpose  of  prosecaaog 
the  country  booksellerB,  aa^  the  elder  Mr. 
Merrill  had  informed  the  House  on  tM 
Tuesday  before;  but  in  order  to rehew 
the  country  bookaellers  a  subscription  vtf 
made  to  pay  all  such  bookselieis  who  w 
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bought  any  pirated  books  throuffh  nustake, 
which  was  often  done>  as  the  pirates 
printed  books  with  the  proprietors*  names 
at  the  bottom.  That  the  committee  was 
composed  of  Mr.  Millar,  Mr.  Tonson,  Mr. 
Waid,  and  he  believed  Mr.  Rivington ;  it 
consisted  of  about  five  or  six,  most  of 
whom  are  dead.  That  he  engaged  a 
warehouse  to  put  the  books  received  by 
the  country  bodcseUers  in.  That  he  de- 
« livered  some  of  them  by  order  of  the  com- 
mittee, but  the  greater  part  were  burnt  by 
the  fire  which  happened  at  London  House. 
The  counsel  were  then  ordered  to  with- 
draw, and  Mr.  Wilkie  was  asked  if  he  pos- 
sessed any  copy-right,  and  what  ?  He  an- 
swered that  he  had-  shares  in  Beyer's, 
Bailey's,  and  Dyche's  Dictionaries,  Mait- 
land's  Histoiy  of  London,  Tatlers,  and 
many  other  capital  books.  He  was  or- 
dered to  withdraw. 

A  debate  then  ensued  respecting  the 
competency  of  his  evidence* 

Governor  Johnstone  objected  to  its  ad- 
mission, and  desired  it  might  be  expunged 
from  the  book,  as  the  witness  was  evidently 
interested  in  the  event  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  Burke  answered  the  governor,  and 
observed  that  the  sort  of  evidence  neces- 
sary to  the  present  question  needed  not 
jundical  competency,  it  was  merely  evi- 
dence of  information;  and  information 
could  only  be  gathered  from  an  interested 
party;  he  supported  his  observation  by 
instancing  the  case  of  Mr.  Payne,  a  wit- 
ness on  the  Linen  Bill,  and  added  that  the 
Mouse  were  wrong  in  admitting  the  evi- 
dence on  Tuesday. 

Mr.  Charles  Fox  replied  to  Mr.  Burke, 
and  said  it  was  true  where  the  tendency 
of  a  Bill  was  to  further.the  public  interest, 
the  evidence  given  at  the  tmr  needed  not 
juridical  competency,  but  as  the  present 
Bill  was  to  give  a  private  compensation,  it 
required  evidence  nicely  competent.  Mr. 
Fox  was  supported  by  sir  Richard  Sutton 
and  several  others. 

Mr.  Dempster  said,  that  if  the  witness 
was  not  a  petitioner,  he  conceived  his  evi- 
dence periectlv  admissible. 

A  debate  of  an  hour  ensued ;  upon  the 
clivision,  however,  there  were  75  for  the 
competency  of  Mr.  Wilkie's  evidence,  9 
against  it.  When  he  was  again  at  the  bar, 
Mr.  C  Fox  proposed,  that  the  witness 
be  asked,  **  whether  it  was  his  opinion 
that  if  the  invasion  of  copy-right  was 
deemed  felony  without  benefit  of  clergy, 
it  would  be  for  the  benefit  of  the  public  f " 
ahe  ludicroosness  of  this  question  occa* 


sioned  fresh  cavil.  The  counsel  and  wit*' 
ness  were  ^  again  ordered  to  withdraw.' 
Mr.  Dunning  •  hoped  the  hon.  member 
would  not  urge  so  absurd  a  question; 
Mr.  Burke  soucited  his  withdrawing  it; 
Mr.  W.  Burke  mentioned  the  complex 
nature  of  it ;  Mr.  Turner  spoke  on  the 
same  principle ;  Mr.  Walsh  and  Mr. 
Moreton  hinted,  that  they  would  move 
the  question  of  adjournment,  if  it  was  not 
withdrawn :  Mr.  C.  Fox,  however;  per- 
sisted in  desiring  it  to  be  put.  The  wit* 
ness  and  counsel  were  again  called  in,  and 
it  was  put,  when  Mr.  Wilkie  said,  he 
hoped  the  honourable  House  would  ex- 
cuse him  from  answering  the  question; 
which  was  almost  unanimously  agreed  to. 
His  examination  was  then  cloMd;  and 
Mr.  Murphy  arose,  to  reply  to  what  had 
been  umd  bv  the  petitioners.  As  soon 
as  Mr.  Murfmy  had  finished,  a  debate 
arose  whether  the  Bill  should  be  com- 
mitted, or  whether  the  House  should  be 
adjourned. 

Mr.  Burie  spoke  in  favour  of  the  peti- 
tioners for  some  time,  he  instanced  the 
sale  of  Blackstone's  Commentaries.  If, 
said  he,  the  university  of  Oxford,  one  of 
the  eyes  of  this  kingdom,  chose  him  the 
professor  of  laws,  afiotted  him  the  task  of 
instructing  youth  in  the  most  important  of 
all  studies;  if  the  King  afterwards  ap- 
pointed him  to  distribute  justice  and  in«i 
terpret  the  laws,  if  he  sold  his  copy,  wig 
it  for  a  bookseller  to  question  his  title  i 
But  this  is  only  one  instance  out  of  many; 
the  petitioners  have  sustained  a  loss,  they 
are  men  in  distress,  the  question  is,  what 
sort  of  relief  we  ought  to  grant;  the 
learned  advocate  has  told  us,  that  glory  » 
the  only  reward  sought  by  the  Scotch 
booksellers,  let  them  have  their  glory,—, 
let  the  petitioners  have  property^we 
will  not  quarrel  about  terms.  Mr.  Burke 
was  for  committing  the  Bill:  eovemor 
Johnstone  answered  him,  and  said,  his  ar* 
guments  all  cut  double. 

Then  the  question  being  put.  That  the 
Bill  be  committed ;  the  House  divided* 
The  Yeas  went  forth. 

Tellers. 

^^^l  Mr.  WObraham  BooUe      $  ^ 

•kT^-«  <  Sir  George  Savile       -      I  ,^ 

N"^")  Sir  Rich^  Sutton     -      T® 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

A  motion  was  then  made.  That  this 

House  will,  upon  Monday^  resolve  itself 

into  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House, 
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upon  the  Mid  Bill;   the  Home  divUMU 
llie  Yees  went  forth. 

Tellers. 
v„^.$Mr.  Cavendiah       -    -      lac 
^"•mr.Whitworth      -    -      i^^ 
u^-.  $  Mr.  Altorney  Generrf      %  ^^^ 

Beit  WM  vemAvtd  in  the  affinnalhw. 


My  16.  The  order  of  the  day  being 
TCiidfor  going  into  a  eommkcee  upoB  the 

Mr.  CHanfef  Fcx  reke.  He  began  with 
•ayingt  that  he  hoped  the  Hoase  would 
net  M  gnilty  of  eodi  kiipirodence  as  to 
act  eontrary  to  a  efandrng  order,  which 
said,  that  no  prrinfte  BiUilMMiid  be  core- 
mittted  witil  eight  days  after  the  second 
leading.  '  He  mentioned  the  manner  in 
which  the  basiness  was  conducted  on 
IViday  night  and  Saturday  morning  last, 
saying,  it  was  hurried  through  by  a  few 
people,  for  he  could  not  call  them  a  House; 
tot  on  the  division  they  were  obliged  to 
count  the  four  tellers  and  the  Sfteafcer  to 
make  forty.  Ha  was  exceedingly  severe 
on  the  booksellers  in  genera)/ and  oon- 
dttded  widi  moving,  that  the  Bill  be  com- 
mitted for  Thursday  se'nnight. 

The  AHam^  General  seconded  the 
motion.  He  said,  they  came  and  aidced 
a  fkvour  of  the  House,  under  a  pretence 
that  authors  would  be  benefited,  which  he 
denied ;  for  it  was  meant  entirelv  tor  the 
benefit  of  a  few  individaal  booksellers,  who 
ruled  the  whole  trade.  He  said,  the  mem- 
bers who  were  for  the  Bill  seemed  to  tri- 
umph, bat  he  was  sure  it  was  in  a  wrong 
cause ;  and  that  if  f  hey  went  into  a  com- 
mittee on  it  then,  it  was  contrary  to  the 
enpress  standing  order  of  the  House,  and 
to  all  rules  of  justice. 

Mr.  Burke  observed,  that  there  was  a 
material  difference  between  a  standing 
order  and  a  discretionary  rule.  This,  he 
said,  was  a  discretionary  rule,  made  for  a 
discretionary  reason,  and  might  be   dis- 

6 used  with  for  a  discretionary  purpose, 
e  entered  into  the  various  logical  dis- 
tinctions between  the  one  and  tne  other, 
clearly  shewing,  that  the  former  was  of  a 
fixed  indispensable  nature,  the  latter 
framed  for  occasional  purposes,  and  might, 
without  kny  difficulty,  be  waved  as  occa- 
sion required.  With  regard  to  the  Bill, 
.he  declared  it  was  founded  upon  the 
iunimumjufy  and  nothing  could  controvert 
it  but  iumma  mfuria. 
^  Mr.  Fmid€  remarked,   that   the  ma- 
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omuvre  practised  at  the  dose  of  the  de* 


bate  last  Friday  evening  was,  kideed,  i 
meat  glorious,  a  most  admiralde  one,  and 
he  hoped  it  would  be  handed  down  to  fii- 
ture  ages. 

The  Attorney  Genertd  said  he  did  not 
really  conceive  the  difference  between  i 
standinff  order  and  a  discretionary  rule. 
When  die  House  entered  a  rule  in  their 
books,  he  thought  it  was  to  be  a  maxim  of 
pariiaaient  not  €o  be  departed  froai.  Ai 
to  the  manoBuvme  spoken  of  as  so  glorioa 
a  matter,  it  was  a  fair,  regular  proceeding: 
the  gentlemen  in  ftvour  of  the  Bill  hid 
desired  Mm  to  use  candoiir  on  the  occa* 
sion  ;  to  which  he  had  replied,  that  he 
should  as  soon  give  up  his  senses:  tliii 
reply  had  been  twisted  to  another  meiB- 
ing,  and  they  had  related  his  aiiswer  is  a 
declaration  that  aU  candour  was  folif. 
This  was,  he  said,  what  men  of  geoits 
called  a  hit ;  and  he  was  frequently  the 
subject  of  these  hits,  and  the  laughter  thej 
created.  The  argument  of  the  sttmmun 
jug  was  what  scholars  termed  a  soonding 
argument :  it  was  indeed  trusting  more  ic 
sound  than  sense  to  say,  that  ihe  stemmuM 
jus  of  the  counter-petitioners  was  proper^ 
opposed  by  the  tumma  injuria^  in  vhidi 
the  Bill  had  its  foundation. 

Mr.  Burke  replied  to  the  Attorney  Gfr 
neral,  and  said,  that  no  man  living  knef 
better  how  to  give  such  hhs  than  the 
learned  gentleman  himself,  as  hehsd^^J 
proved  by  the  notable  reverson  of  bis  ap- 
plication of  the  terms  smafiitna  jut  vi^ 
tumma  injuria.  He  confessed  he  baa 
worn  a  risible  countenance,  which »« 
provoked  by  ^e  wit  and  ingenuity  c^  the 
teamed  gentleman  who  wpok/t  hist.  Laifgi^ 
ter,  he  obserr^d,  was  of  different  kiiiis 
and  one  was  a  complimentary  sort  He 
would  not  now  enter  into  a  defence  « 
the  Bill,  or  the  plea  of  meriiiDg  compw- 
sion*,  which  the  petitioners ,  had,  but  m 
conceived  he  could  not  only  give  isti^fsfr 
tory  proof  of  that,  but  could  slw  pro** 
that  the  counter-petitioners,  whom  w 
learned  gentleman  spoke  so  highly  ^ 
parties  who  were  about  to  lose  their  nM 
were  no  better  than  tbiefes  who  m 
escaped  justice.  Mr.  Burke  ^^^^ 
serted,  that  the  order  ought  not  to  be  «• 
tended  to.  He  shewed,  that  thecsoserf 
its  being  made  was,  that  the  parties  »m 
were  interested  in  a  private  Bill  migbt  tw 
be  taken  by  surprise.  This  could  not  m 
now  said  to  be  the  case ;  the  counterff"' 
tioners  had  enjoyed  every  benefit  «"*2 
from  delay.    The  BiU  had  bean  nssrtW 
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months' in  the  House.  A  couDftl  had 
found  time  to  travel,  he  would  not  say 
post-haste,  for  that  was  beneath  the  gra- 
vity of  the  profession;  but* he  had  found 
time  to  go  to  Glasgow,  and  return  to  town 
with  a  whole  waggon  load  of  Scotch  argu- 
ments. These  arguments  had  been  doled 
out  at  the  bar ;  two  long  days  had  been 
spent  in  hearing  learned  pleaders  state  the 
merits  of  the  counter-petitioners ;  they  had 
examined  several  witnesses,  and  appeared 
perfectly  satisfied  with  their  evidence.  It 
could  not  be  urged,  that  the  oppusers  of 
the  Bill  had  not  fully  understood  the 
whole  of  the  subject ;  nay,  it  was  evident 
that  they  knew  every  clause  in  the  Bill ; 
for  he  held  in  his  hand  a  series  of  obser- 
vations and  objections  to  every  single 
clause.  The  counter-petitioners  had, 
therefore,  every  advantage  they  could 
reasonably  desire ;  and  as  a  part  of  the 
order,  the  pasting  up  notice  in  the  lobby, 
had  never  been  followed  respecting  com- 
mittees below  stairs,  so  he  conceived  the 
whole  of  it  was  inapplicable,  and  might  be 
dispensed  with  on  the  present  occasion. 

Mr,  Dempster  said  there  was  an  absolute 
necessity  for  the  order  being  enforced,  for 
he  had  been  assured  by  the  counter-peti- 
tioners, that  part  of  the  evidence  ofiered 
on  Friday  was  groundless,  which  they 
could  prove  by  affidavits. 

Governor  Johnstone  said,  he  conceived 
that  the  order  held  equally  with  respect 
to  comipittees  below,  as  committees  above 
stairs :  that  the  pasting  up  notice  of  the 
former  was  unnecessary,  as  the  printed 
votes  gave  sufficient  warning.  The  go- 
vernor declared,  he  was  sorry  he  had  mis- 
conceived the  meaning  of  the  supporters 
of  the  Bill  last  Friday,  for  when  tne  ques- 
tion for  adjournment  was  carried  in  the 
negative,  the  plain  common  sense  of  the 
matter  told  him,  that  the  Bill  was  neces- 
sarily to  be  debated,  and  he  entered 
into  debate  accordingly.  Speaking  of  the 
little  confidence  to  be  placed  in  the  printed 
hints,  put  into  the  mem*bers'  hands  in  the 
lobby,  he  said  it  had  been  urged  by  some 
writers  of  hints  and  observations,  that  Dr. 
Johnson  had  received  an  afker  gratification 
firom  the  booksellers  who  employed  him  to 
compile  his.  Dictionary  ;  this  was  a 
groundless  assertion,  for  he  had  in  his 
hand  a  letter  from  Dr.  Johnson,  which 
contradicted  it;  he  then  read  the  letter,  in 
which  the  doctor  denied  the  assertion, 
but  declared,  that  his  employers  fulfilled 
their  bargain  with  him,  and  that  he  was  sa- 
tisfied,   llie  governor  then  yaid,  that  the 
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hon.  gentleman,  (Mr.  Burke)  who  on 
Friday  last  mentioned  7,000/.  as  the  price 
paid  by  one  of  the  petitioi^ers  for  the  copy 
of  Blackstone's  Commentaries,  was  mis- 
taken«  The  sum  paid,  as  appeared  by  the 
original  assignment,  which  he  had  seen, 
was  4,000/.  out  of  which  the  purchaser  re- 
ceived stock  in  printed  books,  &c.  to  the 
amount  of  1,400/.  so  that  the  net  receipt 
of  the  selFer  was  only  2,600/.  which  the 
governor  conceived,  even  within  the  term 
allowed  by  the  statute  of  queen  Anne,  the 
buyer  might  get  back.  After  stating  this 
particular,  governor  Johnstone  went  into 
a  recapitulation  and  enlargement  of  those 
arguments  against  the  Bill  which  he  urged 
on  Friday. 

Mr.  F^'X  persisted,  that  both  the  spirit 
and  the  letter  of  the  order  were  against 
the  commitment  of  the  Bill,  and  moved, 
'*  that  this  House  do  enter  into  a  com- 
mittee on  the  Bill  next  Thursday  se'n- 
night." 

Mr.  Machvorth  thought  the  petitioners 
deserved  some  relief,  but  could  not  see 
that  the  present  Bill  was  such  a  one  as  de- 
served the  countenance  of  the  legislature; 
with  respect  to  the  order  in  question,  he 
saw  no  reason  why  it  should  now  be  dis- 
pensed with,  but  he  thought  that  Friday 
next  should  he  substituted  in  Mr.  Fox's 
motion,  for  Thursday  se'nnight. 

Mr.  Fox  rose  to  explain  that,  as  the 
House  adjourned  i^ext  Friday  for  the  ho- 
lidays, Thursday  se'nnight  was  the  first 
open  day. 

Mr.  ivhitxvorth  said*  the  notice  pasted 
in  the  lobby  was  merely  a  notice  to  the 
members,  not  to  the  public 

Mr.  Sawbridge,  Mr.  W.  Burke,  and 
Mr.  Burke,  said  that  Mr.  Feilde's^  motion 
ought  to  be  put  prior  to  Mr.  Fox's,  for 
that  out  of  the  civility  which  ever  prevailed 
in  that  House  from  one  gentleman  to  an- 
other, Mr.  Fox  had  been  allowed  to  speak 
what  he  said  would  only  be  a  few  words 
previous  to  Mr.  Feilde's  motion,  although 
that  gentleman  was  on  his  legs  to  put  his 
motion. 

Mr.  Fox  said,  it  was  utrum  horum 
rmvis;  for  that  both  rootiops  vi^ould  have 
the  same  efiect. 

Mr.  Fox's  motion  was  rejected.  A  de- 
bate then  ensued,  whether  the  Speaker 
should  leave  the  chair. 

Lord  Folkestone  opened  it  with  a  speech 
against  the  Bill ;  his  lordship  began  with 
stating  the  law-history  of  the  -  Act  of 
queen  Anne,  and  tracing  the  conduct  of 
the  petitioners  from  the  year  1709  to  the 
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present  time,  the  whole  of  wbich 
urged  as  a  proof  that  they  never  did  mis- 
construe the  iaif.  His  lordship  observed, 
that  lord  Mansfield,  at  a  very  early  period 
of  his  life,  was  employed  as  counsel  for  the 
petitioners,  the  idea  of  the  existence  of  a 
coniraon-law  right  was  a  favourite  idea 
with  his  lordship,  and  he  could  not  but  re- 
mark, that  most  of  the  judges 'who  gave 
their  opinion  coincident  with  brd  Mans- 
field's sentiments,  had  been  puisne  judges 
in  the  court  of  King's-foeuch.  His  lord- 
ship disclaimed  'any  other  motive  of  his 
opposition  to  the  oill  than  a  necessary 
parliamentary  consideration  of  the  rights 
of  the  public,  which  con8ideration  now 
obliged  him  to  object  to  the  Bill. 

Mr.  Ffitde  entered  di^usively  into,  the 
principle  of  the  Bill,  and  its  tendency*  He 
shewed,  from  a  variety  of  historical  facts, 
that  the  petitioners  were  mistaken,  and 
that  they  did  not  wilfully  misconstrue  the 
law.  He  said,  that  the  assignment  from 
Blackstone,  the  assignment  of  Milton,  and 
the  assignments  of  Mr.  Hume,  Dr.  Ro« 
bertson,  and  Dr.  Beattie,  were  all  ex- 
pressly *  for  ever.'  This  sufficiently 
proved  that  those  celebrated  writers 
thought  there  was  a  perpetuity.  Milton 
especially,  that  great  friend  to  liberty, 
MTQuld  never  have  let  such  an  assignment 
go  out  of  his  hands,  if  he  had  entertained 
a  contrary  sentiment.  I1)e  booksellers 
were  not  those  oppressors  of  authors 
which  they  had  been  described.  They 
not  only  paid  liberally  for  copies,  but  they 
frequently  gave  an  author  as  much  for  cor- 
rections and  additions  as  they  originally 
paid  for  the  first  copy.  He  instanced, 
among  other  proofs  of  the  booksellers  libe- 
rality, the  purchase  of  Dalrymple's  Me- 
qioirs,  a  book  which,  in  the  most  barefaced 
manner,  traduced  the  noblest  of  all  cha- 
racters, upon  the  testimony  of  such  a 
wretch  as  M.  Barillon,  the  weakest  aud 
most  unable  minister  ever  employed  by  a 
bad  king.  He  did  not  venture  to  assert, 
titat  a  determination  of  the  court  of 
K inch's  bench  could  make  the  law,  but  he 
would  positively  declare,  that  it  was  very 
likely  to  induceLthe  petitionera  to  miacon- 
ceive  the  law.  The  matter  prayed  for  was 
not  a  monopoly.  Ha  only  wished  the  re- 
lief tQ  be  fur  such  copies  as  the  petitioners 
had  really  purchasea  and  could  shew  as-^ 
fiignments  tor ;  thif,  therefore,  would  leave 
iHi  ample  field  for  Mr.  Donaldson  and  the 
Scotch  booksellers  to  exercise  their  ioge* 
i^uity,  and  produce  elegant  editions  o?  a 
iwriety  of  learned  authors.      AU   the 
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English  writers  would  remain  open.  But 
while  the  interest  of  the  conntet-psti* 
tioners  was  under  consideration,  it  surdy 
was  worth  while  to  consider  that  of  tlw 
petitioners  i  many  books  which  they  hail 
purchased  of  authors  had  not  paid  io  the 
time  limited  by  the  8th  of  queen  Anne* 
'  The  principle  of  the  Bill  was  a  compu- 
sionate  one ;  it  relieved  those  who  merited 
relief;  and,  iherefare,  he  hoped  it  would 
pass  into  a  law. 

«  Colonel  Onslow  confined  himself  to  an- 
swering sir  John  Dalrymple's  argument!, 
against  the  force  of  whieh  he  said  he  vo<ild 
pit  the  baronet's  opinion  before  the  hte 
decision,  when  he  sold  his  own  memoin 
for  2,000^  yet,  lawyer^Uke,  he  pleaded 
against  his  own  opinion.  What  he  htfl 
urged  at  the  bar  respecting  theGreeb 
and  Romans  writing  only  for  fiune,  be 
said  was.  very  true,  nut  it  was  also  trae 
that  tlie  lawyers  of  that  day  were  wont  lo 
plead  without  fees.  Lawyers  of  this  dtj 
took  a  middle  path,  they  were  glad  to 
have  some  money  as  well  as  some  iane; 
without  pay  soldiers  would  not  fight,  and 
without  it  the  clergy  had  not  spunk  enough 
to  pray.  As  to  the  talk  of  its  being  a 
national  question,  it  might  be  ui^ed 
against  the  advocate's  pleading  in  (*' 
vour  of  Scothmd,  that  Scotland  bad 
two  rebciUions,  but  he  would  not  der 
so  unmanly  an  observation.  He  bad 
•letters  from  Hume,  Beattie,  Robertsoot 
&c.  in  favour  of  the  Bill.  The  abuse  of 
the  newspapers,  and  the  assertion  that  the 
petitioners  reviled  the  members,  waiao 
insult  to  the  understandings  of  the  Hoom 
to  suppose  they  would  on  so  partial  i 
ground  deny  justice  to  the  injured.  Tbe 
colonel  warmly  took  the  side  of  the  peti- 
tioners, and  said  the  House  sat  fat  otbir 
purposes  than  taxing  the  subjects ;  tbeir 
most  glorious  prerogative  was  that  of  i^ 
fording  relief  to  the  distressed* 

Sir  R.  SuHoH  really  wished  thoaeofthe 
petitioners,  who  were  iDJnred,  nigbt  be 
relieved:  but  he  could  not  but  abject  in 
die  present  Bill,  as  it  tended  to  estabittb 
a  monopoly,  and  materiallj^  iDJurs  »e 
property  of  the  counler-peiittonerk      . 

Mr.  FeOde  rose  to  expkan.  '  He  wdj 
was  only  now  pr^ed>  that  having  ^^^f^ 
a  large  estate,  they  weukl  jmat  a  sM 
lease  ofa  small  pan  of  iL  'nienisller«>- 
tained  was  the  acquiaitton  of  the  pubuc, 
not  particularly  of  the  counter-petttiao^' 
the  latter,  therefor^  would  not  he  iajin^^ 
by  the  l^islature's  gfanlipf 
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prajedy  ner  was  auch  a  metier  without 
a  precedent.  The  widow  Hogarth  had, 
in  the  8th  of  the  preaeot  King,  been  fa- 
Toured'^ith  a  relief  of  a  similar  kind.  Mr. 
Peilde  pamted  the  distress  oC  the  petition- 
ers in  a  very  forcible  light,  i^nd  shewed 
that  the  BtH  prayed  for  was  not  at  all  in- 
jurioua  to  M^*  Donaldson  or  the  London 
stallmen. 

LfOrd^  Btauchamp  spoke  against  the 
booksellers^  and  entered  minutdy  into  the 
whole  of  the  business.  He  stated  a  con- 
siderable nniqber  of  objections  why  the 
Bill  should  be  thrown  out,  and  concluded 
with  saying  that  as  he  found  the  Bill  was 
meant  to  persecute  one  party,  and  benefit 
another,  be  should  give  his  hearty  nega- 
tive to  it* 

Mr.  JoUiffe  rose  next,  and  in  a  dry 
manner  recapitulated  some  of  the  •i[jKQ- 
ments  urged  agamst  the  Biil  by  Mr.  Fox 
and  lord  Beaucbamp.  He  paid  the  former 
a  great  compliment  on  his  abilities,  and 
joined  with  Him  in  objecting  to  the  Bill, 
declaring,  he  thought  the  public  would  be 
bene^tad,  if  books  were  printed  on  paper 
as  ordinary  as  that  of  a  news-paper,  and 
on  types  as  wretched  as  those  with  which 
halfpenny  ballads  were  printed. 

Ihe  Houae  divided.  The  Noes  went 
forth. 

Tellers. 

^,^„  J  Mr.  George  Onslow    -     >    i-t 
^*^*  J  Mr.  William  Burke     -     J  f ' 

^^x^^^  C  ^r.  Charles  James  Fox     i   a^ 
^**  J  Mr.  Dempster    -    .    .     J   ^6 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

May  26.  The  order  of  the  day,  for  the 
tbird  readinf^  of  the  Bill,  being  called  for, 

Mr.  Ckartes  Fux  rose,  and  exclaimed 
vehemently  against  it :  he  said,  he  had  al- 
ready troubled  the'  House  very  much  upon 
the  aubjecf,  but  he  coukl  not  let  so  infu- 
tROus,  SO  pernicious,  go  flagrant  a  Bill,  pass 
through  any  stage  without  opposing  it; 
that  it  was  entirely  meant  to  compensate  a 
aet  of  men,  who  had  been  guilty  of  error 
through  wilful  ignorance,  for  they  never 
bad  applied  to  counsel  to  know  if  they 
really  had'a-ckim  to  oopy> right,  well  know- 
ing thai  if  they  had,  counsel  would  have 
aold  them  they  had  not ;  that  in  thia  situa- 
tiiaa  the  petition'  for  the  Bill  stood :  the 
oompeosation  was  likewise  t»  be  paid  by 
Mr.  DoaaMson,  and  other  booksellers, 
who  reativ  were  m  the  right.  He  was 
a^oaished  how  aay  person  could  have  the 
I  auppaaiag  the  Bill  ahouid  pan 


that  Hoiise«  to  carry  it  to  the  Lords,  for 
it  was  as  douaright  and  barefaced  a  rob% 
bery  as  ever  was  committed :  he  said,  that 
he  and  others  of  the  same  way  of  think* 
ing  had  been  accosef  oi  making  gloriout 
manoeuvres  against  the  Bill;  that  the 
friends  to  the  Bill  had  likewise  been  cau- 
tious, for  they  knew  that  so  infamous  a 
Bill  would  not  bear  consideration,  and 
therefore  had  hurried  it  on  through  every 
stage  in  a  shameful  manner,  never  wish* 
ing  to  have  more  than  fortv  members^ 
well  knowing  that  one  man  of  a  thinking 
and  unprejiKiiced  opinion  would  be  apt 
to  throw  out  such  lights  as  would  entirely 
damn  the  cause ;  they  had  therefore  gene* 
rally  conducted  their  business  with  a  thin 
House,  but  unluckily  for  them  they  had 
made  their  House  once  too  thin,  for  they 
had  not  members  sufficient  to  constitute  a 
House:  he  rallied  them  much  on  their 
bad  generalship,  and  said  he  should  give 
his  hearty  negative  to  the  Bill. 

Mr.  Stephen  Fox  spoke  greatly  against 
the  Bill.  The  question  was  then  put,  that 
the  Bill  be  Tead  a  third  time ;  when  the' 
House  divkied.    The  Noes  went  forth. 

Tellers. 
v»Ao  S^'^'^^^^'^e    -    -    -    -     I   ^g. 
*^^*  jMr.  Wilbraham  Bootle    .  J   ^ 

w^«-  S  Mr.  Charles  James  Fox     >   ^^ 
^^^M  Lord  Beaucbamp    .    .     $   ^ 

So  it  was'  resolved  in  the  affirmative  $ 
and  the  BiU  was  accordingly  read  tbo 
third  time. 

Proceedings  in  ^  Commons  on  the  Siai4 
of  the  Linen  Trade.']  March  10.  In  a 
Committee  on  the  State  of  tlie  Linen 
Trade,  Mr.  Clements  was  examined,  and 
confirmed  the  evidence  given  last  year 
before  the  Committee,  relative  to  the  de- 
cline of  the  linen  trade  at  Darlington,  and 
its  neighbourhood.  He  added  some  furi- 
ther  pircumstances  relative  to  its  still  more 
rapid  decline  since  that  period. 

Governor  Pownall  begged  leave  to  lay 
before  the  Committee  some  important  in- 
formation he  had  received  from  Ireland ; 
he  sakl,  it  was  the  report  oi  a  committee 
of  the  Bouse  of  Commons  of  Ireland,  sett- 
ing forth  the  claims  that  country  had 
upon  this  to  [^ve  \i  ts^ty  possible  encou- 
ragement in  the  imprdvemevit  oi  the  linen 
manufacture,  exclusive  of  all  others :  and 
another  report  from  the  Linen-boord, 
shewing  the  present  state  of  it,  the  causes 
of  its  dec^y,  and  the.  probable  means  of 
retrieving  it.    He  tbea  produced  a  letter 
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from  sir  Lucius  O'Brien,  cfaainnan  of  the 
Committee,  in  answer  to  one  he  had 
written  to  him  on  the  subject,  which  ac- 
companied the  two  reports.  The  first  con- 
tained an  historical  account  of  the  steps 
taken  immediately  subsequent  to  the  Re- 
^  volution,  to  render  the  linen  manufacture 
the  staple  of  Ireland,  as  the  woollen  was 
of  England ;  the  ideas  that  had  prevailed 
on  both  sides  of  the  water  to  eftect  it ;  the 
line  then  drawn  to  prevent  the  interfer- 
ence in  future  between  the  two ;  the  se- 
veral Acts  of  parliam^t  made  in  both 
kingdoms  in  confirmation  of  this  conven- 
tion ;  and  lastly,,  the  period  which  first  in- 
troduced a  jealousy,  which  broke  that 
mutual  confidence  subsisting  between  both 
kingdoms,  in  breach  of  the  compact  so 
religiously  observed  for  the  first  three 
reigns  succeeding  the  Revolution.  The 
report  from  the  Linen -board  confirmed 
the  parole  evidence  given  at  the  bar,  re- 
lative to  the  state  of  the  trade,  the  num- 
ber of  unemployed  looms,  the  ruin  of  the 
manufactures,  the  decrease  in  the  exports, 
&c.  Besides  these,  there  were  a  variety 
of  other  motives  assigned,  such  as  a  want 
of  the  natural  growth  of  flax  and  flax 
seed,  stagnation  of  credit,  money  spent  by 
absentees,  rise  "of  rents,  restriction,  and 
discouragements  by  the  British  parlia- 
ment. The  remedies  proposed  were  en- 
couragements for  the  raising  and  cultiva- 
tion of  flax,  collecting  the  duties  on  fo- 
reign linens  in  the  spirit  in  which  they 
were  held  as  to  the  real  value  of  the  goods, 
construing  some  of  the  acts  of  the  British 
parliament  in  a  liberal  manner,  with  al- 
most an  infinity  of  regulations,  conform- 
ably to  the  idea  which  prevailed  at  the 
time,  Ireland  relinquished  all  claim  to  the 
export  woollen  trade  in  favour  of  England. 

.  April  20.  The  order  of  the  day  was 
read  for  the  House  to  go  into  a  committee 
to  enquire  into  the  State  of  the  Linen  ma- 
nufacture of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland. 
Mr.  Glover  was  tlien  called  to  the  bar, 
who  informed  the  committee,  that  he  had 
another  witness  to  examine,  a  Mr.  Rush ; 
his  evidence  chiefly  consisted  in  a  geogra- 
phical description  of  Germany,  of  the  dif- 
ferent parts  of  it  from  which  we  had  our 
foreign  linens,  of  the  nature  of  our  export 
trade  thitiier,  our  communication  with 
them'  from  the  out- ports  by  the  several 
jgreat  navigtible  rivers  in  that  country,  and 
the  several  commodities  of  native  produce 
and  import  exported  to  that  country.  As 
6ooa  as  his  testimony  was  finished. 


Mr.  Glover  entered  into  a  recapitiiUtioQ 
of  the  whole  evidence  on  the  part  of  the 
Hamburgh  merchants,  and  accompanied 
it  with  such  observaeion's  as  suggested 
themselves  to  him  on  this  occasion.  Hb 
speech  was  as  follows : 

When  I  first  had  the  honor  of  admissios 
at  this  baV,  I  prefaced  th^  examination 
under  my  particular  care  with  an  asser* 
tion,  that  no  question'  of  higher  national 
import  could  come  before  you ;  that  the 
very  basis  of  this  kingdom's  stability  and 
power  was  concerned  in  your  investiga- 
tion, and  the  future  decision  of  parliament 
upon  your  report.  It  rests  upon  *ine  to 
make  the  assertion  good.  With  all  due 
attention  to  the  evidence  I  have  examiDed, 
I  shall  take  my  principal  stand  upon  the 
report  of  last  year,  made  public  by  the 
authority  of  this  House.  I  shall  not  to 
my  knowledge  quote  any  controvertible 
fact;  deductions  and  conclusions  rank 
under  another  predicament.  The  report 
sets  forth  a  decline  in  the  British  and  Imfa 
manufacture  of  linen,  and  the  numerous 
emigrations  of  your  people ;  facts  which 
I  admit :  but  that  they  are  imputable  to 
an  increased  import  of  foreign  linens,  or 
to  any  other  abuse  in  those  imports,  is  a 
conclusion  I  totally '  dispute.  Hsrioc 
therefore  admitted  the  evil,  and  rejected 
the  cause  assigned,  I  feel  it  incumbent 
upon  me  to  search  for  the  real  one,  ujKm 
wnose  discovery  the  main  of  this  question 
in  the  first  instance  absolutely  depends. 
Briefly,  Sir,  the  method  I  shall  punoe  is 
to  shew,  what  has  been  the  genuine  cause 
of  the  evil,  what  has  not,  and  what  ii  not 
the  remedy.  I  will  then  disclose  the  nt* 
ture,  depth,  and  extent  of  the  malady,  not 
hitherto  fully  represented  to  you;  the 
Quarter  where  it  still  continues  consuming 
the  vital  there,  and  threatening  more  mis- 
chief to  the  whole;  and  I  will  conclude 
with  suggesting,  under  your  permisaoD, 
the  only  radical  cure. 

The  cause.  Sir,  unparalleled  since  the 
first  intercourse  between  nation  and  na- 
tion, of  a  calamity  so  severely  felt  by  thi« 
kingdoms,  and  the  quarter  whence  it  to(^ 
its  rise,  and  made  its  progress  overall,^ 
require  a  narrative,  founded  on  that  ma- 
terial part  of  Mr.  Payne*s  evidence  rela- 
tive to  the  general  stagnation  of  credit;  a 
narrative  necessary  for  your  inforroatioo, 
concise  I  could  wish,  accurate  I  trust,  os- 
deniably  true  I  know ;  and  sucb,  thai  ij 
the  manner  could  equsi  the  matter,  would 
lifl  your  attention  to  astonishment  lo.^ 
commercial  nations,  whenever  modet«tio0 
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:»<3  frugality  have  yielded  to  extravagance 
[^^  ambition^  wants  have  been  created, 
filch  commoQ  profits  could  not  supply ; 
tosie  wants  have  been  the  parents  of  pro- 
mote, and  a  rash  aspiring  spirit  of  enter- 
rise  has  overborne  the  sober  temper  of 
egular  trade.     This  restless  and  intempe- 
wtze  spirit  has  been  nredominant  among 
>wxe  people,  distinguished  by  a  series  and 
'ariety  of  recent  projects,  concerted  with- 
»tit  knowledge,  without  forecast,  without 
ystem,  executed  by  rashness,  terminating 
a  ruin,  almost  total  to  themselves,  and  de- 
riment  almost  general  among  their  suf- 
isring  neighbours.    It  is  from  this  quarter 
ve  have  seen  stupendous  undertakmgs  in 
buildings,  in    the  cultivation  of  remote 
islands,  in  manufactures,  upon  no  other 
certainty  than  an  enormous  and  insuppor- 
table expence.    It  is  from  this  quarter  we 
have  seen  projects  of  avarice,  of  rapacity, 
productive  of  misery  and  depopulation 
under  the  mistaken  name  of  improvements. 
It    is  from  this  quarter,  that  the  great 
markets  of  trade  have  been  glutted  by  wild 
commercial  adventures  under  the  delusion 
of  a  temporanr  but  false  capital ;  but  above 
aU,  the  bankmg  adventure  is  filled  most 
wiUi  the  marvellous.    That  part  I  shall 
Dot  detail  merely  to  avoid  an  imputation 
readily  thrown  upon  me,  an  imputation  of 
amasing  the  committee  with  poetic  fiction ; 
but  thus  much  I  must  say,  m  one  period, 
that  if  a  certain  celebrated  Spanish  author 
could  revive  to  exhibit  his  hero  under  the 
new  character  of  a  banker,  he  might  spare 
his  invention  every  kind  of  labour,  as  re- 
cent and  indubitable  facts  in    our  own 
island  could  furnish  incidents,  every  one 
at  least  upon  a  par  with  his  windmills ; 
yet.  Sir,  could  that  most  sagacious  person 
travel  over  that  land  of  projects,  and  con- 
verse with  its  inhabitants,  he  would  find 
amongst  them,  erudition  and  science,  ju- 
risprudence, theology,  history,  oratory — 
in  short,  Sir,  every  sense,  but  that  com- 
mon sort,  upon  which  all  worldly  welfiire, 
both  public  and  private,  depends ;  by  a 
just  application  of  the  elements  of  trade, 
manu&ctures,  money,  and  credit  to  ra- 
tional and  practical  improvements,  a  system 
yet  to  be  learned  by  that  scientific,  let- 
tered and  eloquent  nation.    Sir,  I  win 
now  essay  to  excite  your  astonishment; 
these   numerous    undertakings,    I    think 
justly  termed  stupendous,  were  attempted 
nearly  at  once  in  the  same  period,  were 
carried  on  at  an  expence  of  sums  incredi- 
ble, and  yet  the  projectors  had  no  capital 
of  their  own.    They  had,  I  presume,  a 


second  sight  of  immense  acquisitions,  and 
one  would  think  pursued  their  plan  by 
some  supernatural  aid.  Sir,  what  they  did 
will  not  be  credible  to  posterity ;  the  uni- 
verse never  furnished  a  people  that  ever 
made  such  a  gigantic  attempt  at  the  attri- 
bute of  omnipotence  in  creation ;  abso- 
lutely they  created  millions  of  money  out 
of  nothing ;  by  a  certain  alchymy  which 
they  possessed,  they  extracted  millions  of 
hard  money  out  of  the  pliant  purse  of 
their  neighbouis,  and  at  the  same  time 
ruined  themselves.  This  operation,  Sir, 
is  called  paper  circulation. 

My  honourable  hearers  are  above  the 
want  or  use  of  such  an  operation ;  to  sup- 
pose them,  therefore,  unacquainted  with 
It,  I  mean  a  compliment  to  them,  and  an 
apology  for  myself,  in  giving  some  brief 
explanation  of  it. 

A  knot  of  projectors  at  one  end  of  the 
island  send  up  immeasurable  quantities  of 
this  enchanted  paper  to  their  brethren, 
their  countrymen,  projectors  like  them- 
selves, settled  at  the  other  end.  These, 
Sir,  by  their  magical  tip  of  the  pen,  called 
acceptance  and  indorsement,  instantly 
converted  this  paper  into  money  to  any 
amount  by  what  is  called  discount;  the 
first  produce  was  instantly  absorbed  by 
the  projects  in  hand,  a  second  must  be 
provided  equal  to  the  first,  to  discharge 
the  first  set  of  men  when  due ;  else  the 
spell  would  be  immediately  broken.  A 
second  set  was  sent  up  and  converted  into 
money  the  same  way,  and  applied  to  dis- 
charge the  first.  A  third  ttie  second,  a 
fourth  the  third,  and  so  on. 

Children  in  sport  can  make  a  circula- 
tion upon  water  by  the  cast  of  a  stone, 
and  by  that  repetition  can  keep  it  up  for 
a  while,  but  the  child  knows  he  cannot 
make  it  everlasting.    This  was  not  known 
to  the  man  of  the  north,  whose  infatuation 
adopted  the  chimera    of  the  South  Sea 
year,  that  credit  was  infinite.      For  ex- 
ample ;  Sir,  one  society  only,  in  the  midst 
of  all  this  desolation  which  remains  to  be 
described,  had  drained  a  certain  capital  of 
600,000/.  in  hard  money,  in  exchange  for 
a  nominal  value  in  paper;  it  cost  them 
about  9  per  cent,  to  raise  that  sum  in  or- 
j  dcr  to  be  lent  out  at  5 ;  and.  there  were 
j^  among  their  managers,  who  looked  upon 
[this,  Sir,  as  profit   (nobody  will  dispute 
{  what  I  say  upon  this  head),  and  that  the 
i  more  this  paper  was  extended  the  better ; 
;  a  bubble  scarce  to  be   matched  in  the 
1720  of  one  country,  and  in  despite  of  all 
experience  tbeoi  or  Mncei  reverved  to  die- 
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tingiiish  the  other  b  1772.  In  short.  Sir, 
such  was  the  inexplicable  coincidence  of 
circumstances^  that  what  with  the  per- 
severance of  one  kingdom,  in  borrow-, 
ing,  and  what  with  tlie  torpid  facility  of 
the  other,  in  lending,  a  cliain  of  circula- 
tion was  established,  which  comprehended 
both  the  capitals,  and  most  of  the  interme- 
diate places;  a  chain  growing  in  size 
weekly  and  daily,  enduring  for  the  whole 
years  1770  and  1771,  down  to  June  1772, 
when  one  link  gave  way— 4he  charm  was 
instantly  dissolved,  leaving  behind  it  con- 
sternation in  the  place  ofconfidence,  and 
imaginary  affluence  changed  to  real  want 
and  distress ;  a  torrent  of  ruin  from  the 
north  forced  a  patisage  into  your  capital, 
into  the  most  secret  depositories  of  trea- 
sure; a  run  was  felt  by  your  bankers,  sue* 
cessive  falls  of  houses,  in  trade,  eminent 
at  least  for  the  wildness  and  nnmensity  of 
their  transactions,  became  the  daily,  the 
hourly  nsws;  an  universal  diffidence  en- 
aued ;  credit  seemed  withering  in  the  root ; 
a  general  stagnation  prevailed  in  every 
tiraoch  of  trade  and  manufacture ;  th« 
coransercial  genius  of  your  island  languisli- 
ed  in  every  part.  For  a  single  manufac- 
ture in  that  part,  whence  the  evil  took  its 
rise,  to  have  escaped,  would  Imve  been  a 
wonder  bordering  upon  prodigy ;  none  to 
have  shared  the  common  lot  of  all  irom  a 
fffievous  and  popular  distemper,  arising 
from  that  quarter  the  most  restless  of  all, 
when  its  unsatinfied  and  intemperate  am- 
bition gave  wing  to  that  black  swarm  of 
Erojects,  which  at  onee  overspread  three 
ingdom^,  like  one  of  the  ten  plagues. 
Sir,  1  have  pointed  out  a  &ct  of  public  no- 
toriety ;  the  quarter  whence  the  evil  came  ; 
but  as  a  furtlier  confirmation,  amcmg  the 
millions.stagnated,  or  last,  in  conseouence 
of  failufes  in  that  fatal  period,  four-nfths  in 
value  are  directly  chargeable  upon  the 
natives  of  that  quarter ;  and  of  the  re- 
mainuig  fifth,  the  greatest  part  fell  among 
those  unfortunate  men  of  this  kingdom, 
mho  had  connections  with  the  other. 

Sir,  there  is  no  exaggeration  in  this  da* 
acription.  I  should  have  reason  to  boast 
pf  my  own  powers,  could  J  give  a  perfeot 

ficture  of  the  distress  of  that  time;  might 
refer  to  the  testimony  of  one,  who,  by 
his  situation  that  year,  must  have  been 
better  informed  than  any  other  person,  he 
best  knew  the  terror  which  oppressed  all 
men,  when  he  produced  the  palladium  of 
public  credit,  deposited  by  the  state,  in 
the  custody  of  that  most  illustrious  corpo- 
MionythAhaAkoCfio^Aodi  he  there  cu^ 


tinffuisbed  himself.  I  hope  no  maneret 
will  have  occasion  to  do  more.  It  was  he, 
he  and  his  brethren,  thotigh  they  cooii 
not  prevent  the  ^mischief  already  dwe, 
used  their  utmost  eodeavoun,  looking  sl 
to  that  country  whence  the  evil  took  a 
rise.  I  was  myself  a  subaltern  upon  Hu  \ 
occasion,  using  my  feeble  endeavours  u 
rescoe  that  country  from  its  own  suictie 
band.  Sir,  he  confessedly,  at  that  tine, 
saved  the  principal  commercial  town  d 
that  country ;  that  eye  of  Scotland,  br 
straining  at  a  view  too  extensive,  had  b&i 
extinguished  without  the  assistance  of  tW 
witness,  who,  when  first  introduced  at  yoa 
bar,  appeared  so  hurt,  as  a  gendeniau  id 
as  a  merchant,  at  certain  insiooiUoa 
thrown  out  upon  the  whole  trsde.  bir, 
neither  Mr.  Payne,  nor  myself,  the  sectii 
ostensible  person  upon  this  occasion,  cmmI 
look  upon  ourselves  but  as  above  any  wd 
imputation;  but  it  is  not  in  our  poveru 
shut  the  mouth  of  national  prejudice; 
there  may  be  thousands,  whom  we  aatd 
controol,  who  may  charge  these,  ui 
many  more  aspersions  thrown  out  daria^ 
this  proceeding,  with  the  imputation  J 
containing  in  them  an  iUibersl  and  fen- 
ciotts  tincture,  verging  on  barbariiok  I 
have  BOW  undeniably  a«»certained  the^ 
t)uine  eause  of  tlie  calamity,  which  a 
known  to  be  general,  and  the  quvttf 
whence  it  solely  took  its  rise. 

Next,  Sir,  there  ia  anotlier  cahfl^ 
which  i%j  I  cannot  help  saying,  undauot- 
edly  ascribed  to  the  incmased  ioiporttV 
reign  linen,  the  emigration  from  one  kiif 
dom  at  least,  consisting  of  husbandaeo 
and  peasants,  men  altogether  uncoonKtcs 
with  manufactures.  Sir,  I  hope  1  ^^ 
not  tired  you  with  narrative.  1  am  verj 
unfortunate  if  I  do ;  for  above  half  dJ 
discourse  will  be  historical.  I  mustgi^ 
you  a  short  narrative  now  by  way  of  low* 
rogation.  I  ask.  Whether  not  more  tbii 
twenty  husbandmen  of  some  proper^  ' 
one  of  the  western  islands,  in  the  northeP' 
most  part  of  this  country,  dki  not  make  the 
firstemigratioo  toavoid  aoincrtaae  ^^^ 
which  appeared  to  them  exorbitant,  av 
drew  them  after  many  hundreds  ^^''Ij^ 
persons,  never  to  return  more  I  ^  ^ 
some  hundreds,  in. another  of  the  vested* 
islands,  fly  from  the  oppression  o^^ 
and  doers,  that  is,  agents  and  atewm 
of  a  much  injured  and  noWe  P'^P''^? 
himself  excelling  in  merit  wdaceooip^ 
ments.^  DidnotsonehaodredsisJ^ji»^ 
land  fly  from  a  new  oppression  uoderia 
liebcow  tsibe,  niUed  u«kmea» leuM" 
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I  %l»e  case  in  Ireland,  who  find  a  pro64  id 
rioclirtg  the  hard-labouring  man  ?     They, 
ir*  had  the  ai^dacity  to  revive  penNmal 
MPvice,  io  imitation   of  the  Corvees  in 
'ranee,  where  davi   work  are   exacted 
rom  the  vassal  to  the  lord.    Sir,  I  had  ail 
Ills  in  the  country  itself*    1  will  ask  them, 
rb«elier    a    farmer,    by    the    name    of 
ames  Hogg,  of  Borluro,  near  Thurtooy  in 
^iiliDesSy  did  not  last  November  embartc 
rilh  two  hundred  more,  and  winter  in  the 
>rkney8,  remaining  there  for  a  fresh  ship 
rom  Lcith  to  prosecute  their  voya^  to 
forth  Carolina,  never  to  revisit  their  old 
labitations,  though  separated  from  them 
it     no    greater    distance    than  Pentland 
^irth.     After  this^  a  pfarensy  of  emigration 
became  epidemical  in  Inverness  and  M ur« 
nayi^ire;  many  embarked  for  America, 
irbo  had  do ^  cause  of  complaint  against 
their  auperiors.    As  i  was  told,  they  went 
apon  a  principle  of  pride  to  North  Ame- 
rtcsa^   expecting  to  become  kirds  them- 
selves in  that  supposed  paradise.    I  aknost 
repeat  the  words  I  heard  at  Edinburgh, 
ana  several  other  places.    Sir«  the  same 
phreosy  penetrated  to  Ross-shire»  upon  a 
vaat  tract  of  land  possessed  by  a  gentle* 
man,  illustrious  for  his  gallant  and  mertto- 
irious  services  in  the  mUitaiy  line,  not  less 
meritorious  now  in  his  vetireraent,  devoted 
to  civilize  and  cultivate  his  country ;  his 
diacretion,  equal  to  his  humanity,  by  con- 
deacending  to  reason  with  his  inferiors  in 
their  own  mode,  reconciled  them  te  the 
comfortable  situation    of  tenants  under 
him ;  but  if  his  example  is  not  followed, 
emigration  will  take  place,  and  augment 
year  after  year ;  and,  I  hope,  without  of- 
fcare,  I  may  recommend  the  same  ex- 
ample to  Ireland.    Sir,  I  will  likewise  re- 
commend my  honourable  hearers  to  an 
Highland  discourse    upon    this  subject, 
transmitted  to  me  from  Scotland,  which 
more  forcibly  and  more  pathetjcally  ascribes 
this  emigratioB  to  the  same  causes  I  do, 
auperadding  one  of  his  own  infinitely  be- 
yoM  my  reach^  that  this  spirit  is  innised 
by  divine  vengeance,  to  chastise  avarice 
and  cmeky.    Aad  thus.  Sir,  I  have  en- 
deavoorcd  to  shew  what  has  been  the  cause 
efthisevtL 

But  BOW,  Sir,  the  authora  of  all  these 
emls^  with  no  other  sensation  than  of  their 
laml  dislaresa,'  concealing,  thitt  their 
'  wounds  were  given  by  their  owa  suicide 
bands,  without  compunctiois  for  the  misery 
brought  on  two  sister  kingdoms  by  so 
■laoy  unwarrantable  and  pernicious  pro- 
Jaets,  have  taken  the  field  a  secoad  time 
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upon  a  new  adventure^  wbtcfa  I  will  prove 
hurtful  to  themselves  and  the  public ;  but 
let  them  not  think,  that  their  nwrch  hm 
been  in  disguise,  bj  placing  an  English 
manufac^ture  in  their  van.  Sir,  I  honour 
the  individual  industry  of  that  manufacture, 
as  much  as  in  the  greatest ;  but  I  am  satis- 
fied no  English  gentleman  can  be  dis- 
pleased, when  ,1  tell  him,'  that  the  utmost 
annual  value  of  that  manufacture,  to  the 
highest  amount  of  the^r  owq  stating  in  the 
printed  report,  is  not  a  five  hundredth 
part  of  the  woollen  ;  nor  can  they  conceal 
under  the  name  of  another  kingdom,  quiet 
and  contented  in  itself  from  the  encoo^ 
ragement  already  received,  no  ways  ad- 
dicted to'  projects,  knowing,  experieuced, 
and  regular  m  their  trade.  I  say,  that 
under  that  naaM,  they  must  not  think 
to  conceal  that  impetuosity,  which  has 
brought  Ihem  forward  again,  and  has 
fi^ed  them  upon  a  ground  of  allegation 
and  calculation  diametrically  rejpugnant  to 
the  truth  of  figures.  I  believe  I  must  now 
trouble  you  with  a  little  calculation* 

Mr.  Fayne,  Sir,  delivered  to  the  com- 
asittee  most  accurate  calculatioQs  of  fb« 
reign  imports  at  several  periods«-a  paper 
in  the  printed  report,  will  safficienlly  sliew 
the  fluctuatiott  of  trade.,  I^  when  asked 
as  a  Hamburgh  merchant,  what  the  quan- 
tity of  yards  might  be  at  a  medium,  have 
always  answered,  that  for  many  years  they 
have  amounted  to  25  millions  oif  yards  a 
year,  not  meaning  that  every  year  waa  . 
alike :  and  oae,  who  judges  of  trade  by 
the  highest  vear,  and  another  by  the 
lowest,  would  be  both  equally  mistaken^ 
and  ever  remain  in  the  dark.  .  Accideiit8» 
common  or  uncommon,  occasion  these 
variations.  This  paper,  a  paper  of  theiv 
own.  Sir  (I  hope  I  shall  aot  be  guilty  of 
any  thmg  clandestine,  in  making  use  of 
any  thing  firom  their  own  papers  against 
them),  this  paper  exhibits  the  imports 
for  %  years,  from  Christmas  1751  to 
Christmaa  1771 ;  to  form  a  conpaiativq 
ludgnent  of  trade,  yoo  should  alwaya  tsike 
Wge  periods.  la  the  first  10  jwan  the 
laiportB  amounted  to  300  mdlioas  U 
yasds,  or  thirty  millions  at  an  annaal 
mediuas.  The  last  period  of  ten  years 
anounteA  to  350  millions  of  vards,  M 
aallieos  at  aa  annnal  medioai.  Now,  Str» 
it  seems  to  me,  that  this  is  a  decrease  of 
5  milUoas  of  yaids;  and  that  25  is  less 
than  SfK  by  five.  They  call  this  an  in* 
ereaae ;  it  is  not  the  first  time  they  and  | 
have  diftred  about  the  nKaninff  or  words. 
The  fiaality  of  Irish  lioearia  the  first  pe» 
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riod,  IS  130  millions  of  yards ;  in  the  last 
period,  180  noiilions.  This  I  call  an  in- 
crease in  the  last  period  of  50  millions, 
or  5  millions  a  year.  The  quantity  of 
Scotch  linen  stamped  for  sale  m  the  first 
period,  is  99  millions  of  yards ;  in  the  last, 
127  millions.  An  increase  of  28  millions, 
or  2,800,000/.  a  year.  I,  Sir,  who  have 
been  intimately  conversant  with  a  certain 
new,  race  of  calculators  upon  a  former  oc- 
casion, do  suspect,  that  upon  the  present 
occasion  they  have  lent  some  of  their  skill 
to  the  Irish ;  nor  am  I  in  the  least  sur- 
prized at  my  differing  with  them  in  the 
meaning  of  decrease  and  increase:  we 
never  could  agree  upon  the  sense  of  the 
words  profit  and  loss :  for,  Sir,  no  warning, 
DO  advice,  no  argument  could  persuade 
these  calculators,  that  lending  out  at  five 
per  cent,  mone^  which  stood  them  in  nine, 
was  an  operation  directly  the  reverse  of 
profit ;  nor  till  they  were  wholly  undone 
did  they  discover,  and  then  by  the  per- 
ception of  feeling  only,  that  five  was  less 
than  nine. 

Gentlemen  will  observe,  that  this  calcu- 
lation in  their  paper  goes  no  farther  than 
Christmas  1771.^  The  two  subsequent 
yenrs,  1772  and  177S,  will  afibrd  some 
peculiar  observations,  which  I  hope  may 
throw  some  commercial  lights  into  the 
committee;  lights,  I  hope,  intelligible 
without  commercial  practice.  Will  gen- 
tlemen please  to  look  over  the  paper,  they 
will  fina  in  the  years  1770  and  1771,  the 
increase  of  linen  imported  was  very  con- 
siderable ;  so  they  will  find  the  tsase  of 
linen  and  all  other  articles^  either  home- 
made or  imported,  that  could  supply  the 
North  American  markets.  The  expec- 
tation of  an  immense  export  to  that  coun- 
try, upon  their  cancelhng  their  non-im- 
portation contract,  naturally  produced 
this  increase  of  stock  in  all  kinds  of  goods, 
foreign  or  home  made,  for  that  market. 
Unfortunately,  Sir,  at  this  very  crisis,  the 
pernicious  paper  circulation  was  in  full 
action,  and  by  the  creation  of  false  capi- 
tals, encouraged  so  many  adventurers  to 
engage  in  this  export,  that  the  American 
markets  became  overstocked ;  and  what 
was  in  itself  an  advantage  became  a 
disaster.  Thus,  Sir,  I  do  not  allow,  that 
even  the  over-stocking  the  Aberican 
markets  wais  a  cause,,  even  in  concurrence, 
of^he  calamities  I  began  with  describing; 
it  was  itself  an  effect  of  the  original, 
primary  cause,  the  paper  circulation :  but 
the  disaster  was  not  known  in  time  to  pre- 
vent more  miaciuet'in  1772;  for,  Sir,  the 


Irish,  in  that  fatal  year,  furnished  sven 
full  quantity,  20  millions  and  a  half  i 
yards,  the  Scotch  above  13  millions,  t 
trifle  less  than  in  1771  ;  the  foreign  mer- 
chants 27  millions,  about  a  million  les 
than  the  year  before;  a  quantity,  apo& 
the  whole,  too  large  for  any  usual  ik* 
mand.  In  this  state  intelligence  was  re- 
ceived, that  goods  sold  to  loss  in  Nonl) 
America.  Upon  this.  Sir,  the  grasj 
northern  apparatus  of  the  philosopber'} 
stone  was  overset :  and  all  that  stagnatior, 
all  these  evils  ensued:  the  merchant asd 
manufacturer    were   found    loaded  vitk 

foods,  which  they  could  not  sell.   Tbk, 
ir,   is  a  natural  effect  of  the  origioii 
cause.    Then,  Sir,  a  monitor  more  power- 
ful  than  King,  Lords,  and  Commoas,  or 
all  the  powers  upon  earth,  the  irresistibk 
mpnitor,  necessity,  took  place  of  prudence. 
What  was  the  consequence  in  1773  f  The 
Irish  in  1773  reduced  their  quantit j  oolr 
about  two  millions  of  yards,  one-temi) 
part :  the  Scotch,  pro  hoc  vice^  wiser  (b 
the  Irish,  reduced  theirs  from  IS  millN» 
to    10,7D0,000    yarda.     The   mercbnt, 
rather  more  enlightened,  and  endued  vidi 
more  forecast  than  the  manufacturer,  rh 
duced  his  from  27  millions  toll  vAi 
half,  the   lowest  import  that  ever  w 
known :   and  in  that  very  year,  the  ao- 
thors  of  all  the  mischief  accused  the  mer- 
chants of  having  brought  over  sacb  i 
Quantity  of  linen  as  occasioned  all  tiie> 
istress.     This  is  the  state  of  the  case. 
Thus,  Sir,  I  have  shewn  what  was  d» 
real  cause  of  the  evil  in  the  first  instaoce, 
and  in  this  last  what  was  not,  if  there  is 
any  truth  in  figures.     Here  I  must  ob* 
serve,  low  as  the  import  of  foreign  lino 
was  in  the  year  1773,  when  it  was  accuw 
of  an  increase,  it  will  still  be  lower  thi 
year.    I  do  not  speak  merely  from  t« 
opinion  cither  of  Mr.  Milloway  or  m! 
own,  or  the   Hamburgh  merchants  g 
together;  I  have  really  enquired,  andfio^ 
by  the  ship-brokers,  that  the  HamburglJ 
merchants  this  spring  have  brought  oo^ 
third  less  than  they  brought  at  this  tir« 
last  year ;  a  fortunate  event  to  one  smj^ 
dom,  an  innocent  partaker  o^  ^J^ 
chiefs  resulting  from  the  projects  of  ^* 
other ;   fortunate  too  for  that  last,  «  « 
length,  warned  by  their  own  self-creat«« 
sufierings,  they  will  learn  to  controul «» 
inordinate    and    intemperate    ambition. 
which,  despising  advantages  alow  but  suffi 
and  forcing  births  prenrnture,  ^^^ 
duced  so  many  ruinous  abortions.  JJv 
are  most  of  them  scholan^  theywiuiuM 
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Uiat  lenlMMnt  better  expieised  in  tbt 
origival,  the  wisest  of  Rooian  historuuM* 
und^r  the  head  of  Brutidius  Nigevi  in 
thesf  worde  descritnog  men,  *  Qifi,  spr^tis^ 
<  qu^  tarda  cuiQ^ecMritate,  pneipatura  vel 
«  cumeaudaj^ooe^aqt/    (Tapt*  Apn,  3» 
c  66.)    I  would  likewise  recouuaeiid  the 
whotepaw&ge  to  thejr  serie^s  attentioO) 
%s  a  preperalioQ  for  their  only  remedy, 
Sa^  di&renl;  froiB  aoy  Uiey  have  yet  sug- 
gested fopr  themselves.    This  brings  sue 
ta  tb^t  part»  where  I  am  to  consider,  what 
are  not  the  remedies*    And  here.  Sir,  I 
tgijB  the  mpstopen  ground  of  an  adfocatej 
th^  friendliest  of  advoi^ates  of  our  luMoe 
naaufacture  of  Uo^en,  in  parti/polar  the 
Scotch ;  as  a  partialiiy  is  due  tp  a  country 
the  deepest  in  distress :  but.  Sir,  sevei;e. 
sincerity  is  a  part  of  friendship ;  nay  fiwcei 
to  liQld  back  the  hand  oi*  error  £r.om  dis- 
tempered lipss  eager  to  swallow  poison  for 
a  medicine.    I  think,  Sir,  now,  whatever 
may  bSiVe  been  the  projects  at  first  in-' 
tended,  or  now  meditateq,  or  even  wished 
fcMT  on  this  subject;  1  say,  after  having 
studied  it  for  40  years,  and  courting  such 
an  occasion  as  this,  I  am  determined^  if 
you  will  condescend  to  hear  me,  that  the 
whole  and  every  part  of  tbis  imporlaofe 
ouestion  shall  be  sifted  to  the  bottom  ooce 
tor  all.    Sir,  the  first  idea,  but  I  call  it 
project^I  will  prove  all  to  be  pw'qject — 
the  first  project,  is  an  imposition  (we 
talk  from   public    notoriety,   not   from 
Bsatter  of  supposition-}:  of  10  per  cent*  opoa 
all  foreign  linen,  imparted,    i  a[ver,  thaft 
upon  the  ten  species  of  narrow  German 
Jjoen,  the  doity  fov  WAny  years  past  ia  aboal 
^  per  cenU  upoo  the  prime  coat,  consh 
puted  to  the  Ulam  the  goods  axe  puA  on 
board  the  tbips  for  London ;  but  minute 
calculators  may  add  forty  sfailUn^i.  more 
for  the  freight  and  insurance  to  London, 
which  will  makeS7  upon  102.    As  for  my 
own  imports,  I  sqlemnly  declare,  upon  the 
nicest  cakuhtfioo  for  years  back,  I  pay 
D»ore  than  30  pec  oenl*    I  pay  30  per 
cent,  but  there  is  aneason ;  1  detu  more  in 
(be  lower  sort*    I  stated  about  27  as  the 
QM^dium  price  upon  all  German  linen  ini« 
ported.    1  have  proved  by  that  most  can- 
lid  and  weighty  witness  Mr.  Pearson,  that 
iind^r  the  old  duties,  foreign  linen,  and 
Knne  of  the  bulkiest,  are  run  into  several 
parts  of  England^    When  I  mention  my 
>wii   imports  paying  50  per  cent  these 
pew  calcolatora  tell  me  I  pay  but*  15,  ac- 
x>rdiog  to  tbeir  mode  of  computing  duties 
n  their  counti;y«    If  they  were  to  tell  roe 
hey  did  not  ps^  a.  shilling,  I  would  not 
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dispute  their  vetaeity.  I  beg  they  ^ould 
not  dispute  mine.  I  did  allude  to  an  asper* 
sion  thrown  out  (I,  it  is  true,  have  proved 
a  clandestine  import  into  England),  but  as 
to.  the  aspersions  which  have  been  thrown 
out,  that  ev^n  the  merchants  Uiemselves 
are  guilty  of  abuses  in  the  entries,  1  shall 
only  remind  the  calculators  for  the  pre* 
sent  of  an  eld  Spanish  proverb — He  whoso 
home  is  made  of  glass,  should  .not  be  the 
first  to  throw  stones. '  I  have  described  a 
certain  national  propensity  inoneregioa 
to  priijects;. there  is  another  propensity, 
which  the  verjr  sight,  air,  and  smeU  6f  the 
sea  stimulates  immediately  to  action.  Sir^ 
that  propensity  is  so  strong  and  so  preva** 
lent,  that  the  greatest  pubUe  undertaking 
there  was  abused  to  the  encouragement  of 
that  propensitjr,  undpr  the  specious  title  of 
promoting  agriculture,  trade,  and  manu? 
foctures.  The  first  and  noblest  in  dignkv 
and  fortune,  distinguished  more  for  their 
honor  and  probity  than  for  their  rank  and 
titles,  were  deluded  and  deceived.  And 
numbers  of  men  have  felt  to  their  cost,  that 
that  society,  the  greatest,  that  ever  was 
formed  without  a  char^r,  which  at  quo  time 
could  issue  800,000/.  in  paper,  and  drain  the 
city  of  London  of  600,000^  in  h«rd  mo- 
ney, was  originally,  who  can  dkputa  il^ 
the  device  of  smugglers  I  and  by  tiieir  in^ 
fluence  in  the  direction,  capitals  wene  fur* 
nished  to  noted  srouggUog  societies  to  the 
amount  of  28,000/^  in  one  instance,  the 
most  notorious  of  all.  I  do  not  meotioa 
tbis  by  way  of  retaliation,  but  I  mention  it 
asiargument.  Tbis  inferenpe  may  be-drawa 
fflom  the  pnactice  of  both  kingdom^  tbu 
at  any  time,  from  any  quaoter,  where  ihif 
pi:openMtyprevailsthemost,anypix>po6itioa 
for  an  increase  of  doty,  already  heavy* 
shouldbe  received  by  the  legislature  with.a 
jealpus  ear.  Here  I  step,  forth  again  Jn  be^ 
half  of  the  honest  Sootch  manufacturea. 
He,  Sir,  not  specuhiting  beyond  jihis  loooi^ 
taking  all  for  encouragement  which  comes 
from  4)arliaotent,  particularly  this  addition 
of  10  per  cent,  upon  27,  will  double  his  in- 
dustry, will  over-stock  himself,  and  find 
himself,  after  all  his  labour,  supplanted  by 
the  smuggler.  1  do  not  d^  in  assertion  i 
I  rest  upon  a  fact  proved  at  your  bar. 
When  the  cambrics  were  put  under  a  pro- 
hibition, two  manufactures  were  soon  eo- 
tablished ;  one  in  the  South,  which  lost  all 
their  capital,  1  fancy  more ;  the  other  in 
the  North ;  they.  Sir,  were  great  sufierers, 
because  the  smugdecs.  supplied  all  the 
markets  in  England. 

The  neaLt  prefect  is  to  retain  the  nev 
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duty  upon  export  to  the  coloaiet.  Two 
consequences  may  be  clearly  foreseen;  the 
poor  industrious  Scotchman  wiJI  exert 
himself  again  under  the  double  delusion 
of  a  supposed  encouragftnent,  and,  at  first, 
the  sudoen  vent  of  his  goods ;  for  I  know, 
8ir,  that  in  case  it  were  possible  this  could 
pass,  there  are  adventurers  in  that  country 
who  would  immediately  have  another  se- 
cond sight  of  great  acquisitions  from  the 
American  markets;  would  ship  large  car- 
goes of  linen,  taken  up  upon  credit ;  they 
would  get  thither,  and  find  the  market 
possessed  by  the  clandestine  import  of  fo- 
reign linen.  Sir,  I  repeat  again,  it  is 
forty  years  I  have  been  seriously  con- 
sidering the  merits  of  thu  affiiir,  and  fre- 
quently in  conjunction  with  my  brethren, 
have  opposed,  particularly,  the  disallow- 
ance or  drawlnick  upon  exportation.  The 
whole  body  of  plantation  merchants  always 
joined  hi  the  opposition,  upon  a  fiict,  from 
time  immemoruil,  that  foreign  linenii  were 
run  into  those  parts.  It  is  true.  Sir,  that 
there  have  been  well  disposed  colonists, 
who  used  considerable  quantities  of  linen 
through  the  jshannel  of  the  mother  coun- 
try, though  they  could  have  had  them  20 
per  cent,  at  least  cheaper  directly  from  the 
foreigner;  and  now,  Sir,  when  there  is 
scarce  a  well-disposed  colonist  left,  when 
they  have  been  exertins  the  most  contu- 
macious and  fi^rocious  disobedience  on  ac- 
tDount  of  one  tax,  it  is  suggested  to  impose 
ttiother;  as  if  linen  could  not  be  run  into 
America  with  the  same  facility  as  tea,  or 
«s  a  pipe  of  wine  into  Great  Britain.  ^By 
this  means  you  are  really  raising  an  en- 
couragement to  their  smugglers  finom  20 
to  SO  per  cent. ;  20  per  cent,  it  costs  al- 
ready to  go  through  the  mother  country 
to  America ;  and  on  the  head  of  emigra- 
tion, admitting  all  her  weavers,  you  would 
be  virtually  ^ivioff  a  bounty  to  the  dili- 
gence and  skill  of  those  new  settlers,  to 
rival  you  there  m  the  linen  manuftuiAure 
of  this  country.  In  the  mean  time  what 
becomes  of  your  adventurer?  His  goods 
win  remain  unsold ;  I  mean  the  adventurer 
who  sent  out  Scotch  linen  upon  credit : 
•DO  return  will  come  home ;  he  will  be^ 
.come  insolvent,  and  the  poor  injured,  de- 
luded manuftcturer,  may  make  fresh  ap- 
plication to  you,  to  you  for  ever  molested 
with  applications,'  to  achieve  impossibi- 
lities :  as  if  an  act  of  parliament  could  re- 
gulate the  conduct  of  a  projector,  in' des- 
pite of  his  f(rfly,  or  allot  to  every  acre  of 
land  a  specific  produce,  in  defiance  of  the 
But  the  other  ill  consequence  of 


a  more  fimnidable  nature,  my  boaoanble 
hearers  may  find  in  the  printed  report,  the 
gradual  increase  of  the  linens  exported 
from  the  Scotch  and  IridhmanufiKturesto 
North  America,  under  the  head  of  what 
bounties  have  been  received ;  add  to  th'i 
the  linens  which  are  exported  without 
bounty.  I  will  venture  to  odl  the  whde 
together  at  above  400,000/.  a  year,  of 
which  the  better  half  falls  to  the  thsre  of 
Scotland,  Lam  almost  disposed  to  quote 
Tacitus  again.  Would  these  people  lem 
such  a  value  at  the  mercy  of  Americu 
smugglers  ?  If  they  do,  I  believe  it  vJD 
be  lost ;  and  then  I  do  not  want  to  ben- 
sured,  that  nothing  more  is  wsnting  to 
complete  the  misery  and  desolation  of 
their  countiy ;  and  thus  by  the  impoeitioB 
of  new  duties  at  home,  and  the  retentioD 
of  them,  upon  exportation,  parliament  vili 
run  the  risk  of  strangling  the  manuftctore, 
the  smuggler  of  America  holding  one  cod 
of  the  cord,  and  the  smuggler  of  Gfcti 
Britain  the  other. 

lam  now  come  to  that  part  of  thesoh- 
ject,  which,  with  submission,  I  beliere  joa 
will  deem  of  most  conseiquenoe.  I  si* 
dress  you  in  your  mixed  oqiacity  of  » 
nators  and  statesmen.  I  name  the  Hero- 
lutionl  aniera,  which  all  must  hear  villi 
reverence ;  an  tera,  which  not  only  esta- 
blished your  civil  and  religious  rigbti  it 
home,  but  provided  for  them  an  impreg- 
nable  *  bulwark  against  foreign  sttadsi 
by  establishing  your  system  of  foreip 
trade.  Throw  back  your  reflection  opoB 
the  glorious  annals  or  your  couotty;  fros 
your  deliverer's  first  war  with  Fraooedovi 
to  the  last.  What  fortunate  mesas  biR 
enabled  this  island  to  endure  a  dnio  of 
more  than  one  hundred  millioni  dunof 
a  period  of  about  70  years?  Theraprene 
Guardian  of  all,  amonj^  die  multitude « 
his  blessmgs  on  this  island,)  has  render- 
ed its  soil  unfruitful  in  precioos  vDitik; 
he  hath  given  you  matetials  toexerdie 
the  faculties  imparted  to  your  people,  f^ 
durance  of  lalwur,  industry,  and  ski 
Parliament,  as  far  as  human  perfectiooctf 
extend,  have  adopted  and  pursued  tiis 
^reat  and  original  plan.  By  tbeir  prudent 
interposition,  new  materials  hm  bea 
borrowed  firom  foreignen,  diversity  » 
new  produce,  raised  in  distant  settleintfQj 
for  the  further  exertion  of  yoar  narisij 
activity,  invention  and  tofl ;  which  ippi^ 
by  the  merchant,  have  formed  that  taet 
and  multi&rioos  machine,  that  sobw 
system  of  foreign  trade,  whenoe  yourtftt 
and  industry  have  derived  such  sa  nutf 
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fii  wealth  as  halh  supported  a  tucoeaiKM 
of  expensive  wars,  unnwlched  in  history, 
and  leaves  you  sl^l  in  rank  among  the 
Brst  nations.  Would  the  finger  of  policy 
touch  the  smallest  part  of  such  a  system 
but  with  a  trembling  delicacy  ?  Yet  now 
the  boisterous  hand  of  project  is  stretched 
forth  to  shatter  the  whole  frame. 

Sir,  I  must  now  tremble  you  withaKttle 
more  calculation.  Upon  this  bead,  I  must 
t>egin  by  removing  some  small  obstructions 
thrown  in  mj  wdLy.  You  have  a  paper. 
Sir,  I  think,  in  the  report  which  states  the 
sxports  to  Germany  and  the  exports  to 
[reland ;  I  may  add,  that  the  exports  to 
Scotland,  the  export  from  the  city  of 
London  to  every  sea  port,  market  town, 
tnd  village  in  England,  would  have  made 
the  value  .a  great  deal  higher,  and  would 
liave  furnished  matter  for  my  new  calcu- 
lators to  exercise  their  faculties  uppn« 
Are  not  die  English,  Scotch,  and  Irish, 
m  fdlow  subjects  under  the  same  head ; 
smd  were.  the|r  altogether  unconnected 
with  the  rest  of.  the  globe,  would  there  not . 
be  a  great  traffic  carried  on  amongst  them* 
selves,  .and  the  community  not  one  shU« 
ling  ridier  or  pooler?  I  wish  the  other 
two  kingdoms  took  less  from  England,  and 
spent  less  in  it,  upon  the  principles  that 
no  great  members  can  decav  without  pre- 
judice to.the  whole,  as  Engknd  has  found 
to  her  cost*  Traffic,  therefore,  between 
lubject  9nd  subject  cannot  be  productive 
of  any  national  wealth.  Sir,  there- ca»  be 
no  proposition  more  self-evident,  than 
that  so  far  as  every  part  of  a.  great  com- 
iiiunitv  thrpws  produce  and  manufiictures 
into  tbq  fore^ner's  markets,  so  far  as  h» 
takes  from  you  more  than  you  take  from 
bim,  in  that  proportion  and  bv  these 
means  only,  canjioo  receive  wealth.  It 
M  bv  th^ae  means  :you  have  increased  to 
luch  a  degree  as  to  render  you  secure  at 
lome,  and  formidable  to  your  enemies. 
Sir,  it  is  certain,,  that  you  must  supply 
l^our  wants  from  other  phices,  ndt  n^erely. 
Sir,  for  your  manuiacturea:  there  isama- 
erial  yon  want  for  your  preservation  and 
four  very  being,,  or  you  would  not  have  a 
;hip  of  war,  or  a  merchantman.  First  let 
J8  change  the  laws  of  nature^  and  then 
:ell  foreigQ  nations  you  will  rslse  every 
irticle  within  vourselves  fur  your  own  use, 
ind  they  shall  take  every  article  from  us 
for  their. use. 

Sir,  I  have  shewn  that  by  retaining 

Irawbacks  you  jbazard  a  k>s»  of  400,000l 

I  year  |n  linen  vended  to  America.    Sup- 

)one,  Six,  that  by  the  inipositioa  of  new  du- 
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tics  at  home  yon  should  succeed;  thatyoa 
should  at  once  anniiiilate.the  use  and  con* 
sumption  of  all  German  and  Dutch  linens, 
and,  bv  a  miracle,  your  home  manufacture 
should  instantly  supply  the  consumers' 
wants  in  cheapness,  quantity,  and  Quality; 
what  will  be  your  object?  You  have* a 
paper  upon  your  table  which  gives  you 
the  medium  value  for  ten  years  of  Dutch 
and  German  linen  imported,  about 
4*70,000^  I  cannot  allow  all  that  as  gain ; 
I  must  deduct  170,0002.  for  the  foreign 
yam  which  is  notoriously  used  in  the  Bri- 
tish fabric,  for  which  I  refer  gentlemen  to 
the  paper  which  shews  the  great  increase 
of  foreign  yarn  imported ;  therefore  all  the 
possible  object  ofadvantage  may  be  set  at 
300,000^  upon  an  hypothesis  in  itself  im- 
possible. Now  let  us  consider,  on  the 
other  hand,  what  you  put  in  hazard.  Mr. 
Payne  has  given  vou  a  state  of  your  ex- 
ports in  two  perioos  of  five  vears  each ;  in 
one,  from  1762  to  1766,  the  annual  me* 
dium  is  about  4,000,000/. ;  in  the  secoad 
period,  from,  1767  to  1771,  the  annual  mer 
dlum  is  reduced  to  S,O00,00OL  It  is  still 
an  immeost  object.  I  must  now  remove 
another  objection ;  I  may  be  told  the  Cus* 
tom-hoose  state  of  these  exports  is  vague; 
granted.  Sir;  I  will  allow  500,000<.  for 
errors;  this  leaves  a  remainder  of  two  mil« 
lions  and  a  half;  still  an  immense  object. 
But,  Sir,  I  certainly  of  all  men  must  grants 
that  these  Custom-house  accounts  are 
vague.  When  I  had  the  honour  of  a  seat, 
within  the  bar,  I  was  the  first,  for  many 
vears,  who  called  for  those  accounts.  I 
had  many  conferences  with  the  offioera. 
I  know  their  mode  is  vague.    I  know  they 


fO  upon  the  same  plan  as  since  the  first 
institution  of  the  inspector's  office  bv  the 
advice  of  Dr.  Davenant;  What  is  the  in-; 
ference  ?  To  carry  their  point,  your  new* 
calculators,  never  looking  upon  both  sides 
of  a  question,  say,  the  inspector  has  over- 
valued vour  exports.  When  I  reply,  they 
are  under^valoed,  I  do  not  mean  to  set  one 
assertion  against  the  other.  I  will  sup- 
port mine,  at  least  by  probable  conjectpre. 
It  takes  Uie  reduced  state  of  the  exports 
at  3,000,000/.  I  deduct  1,100,000/.  the 
total  import  from  Germany  and  Holland, 
there  remains  a  balance  of  1 ,900,000/.  If 
there  is  Jio  more,  w^  are  in  a  deplorable 
state.'  Now  I  beg  you  will  honour  me 
with  some  attention.  I  believe.  Sir,  every 
one  of  my  honourable  hearers  will  alloWf 
if  we  owe  any  debts  to  Holland  and  Ger^ 
many,  on  any  other  account,  part  of  our 
balance  in  trade  will  be  applied  to  di«- 
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chai^  thai  debt  I  doat  k&o«r  #lieAcf 
any  gentleaiBii  rememberay  that  I  did  state 
it  in  176d»  when  within  the  har.  Sir, 
you  pay  to  those  coantrieB,  particularly 
HoUmid,  to  a  day,  about  9O0^OO(tf.  for  ^e 
dii^dend  on  their  share  in  your  ftlads ; 
that  must  be  piiid  by  part  of  ^e  balanoe 
they  owe  to  you  on  trade.  Another  thin^ 
will  be  allowed  ro  be  very  obvious  too ;  if 
we  owe  abatance  of  trade  to  those  countries 
which  botdcfr  upon  Holland  and  Grermany, 
where  this  'balance  is  due  to  us,  it  wtU  tta» 
turally  center  in  Hamburgh,  but  in  Am* 
aterdam  chiefly,  whence  by  neffociation 
lof  exchange  it  wiH  be  appKed  to  cuscharge 
that  bahince.  I  do  not  pretend  to  be  ac^ 
curate,  <  VaJeat  quatit«ai  valere  potest.' 
We  certainly  do  pay  to  Sweden,  Norway, 
'Eussia,  and  the  east  country,  above  a 
aiiQion  «  year  for  materials,  without  which 
yoa  conld  not  subsist.  There  are  other 
incidents,  many  things  I  have  not  men- 
tioaed*  I  have  taken  up  too  mu^  of  your 
tiM  already,  i  have  a  great  deal  more  to 
aay.  Now,  Sir,  I  wiH  give  anodier  con- 
jecture. In  1771,  the  Export  of  British 
produce  and  manufactures  toge^r  to 
Germany,  is  set  down-at  886,00M.  and  fofr 
the  £ve  years  of  that  last  pj^lod,  at  a  me- 
dium, the  whole  value  of  British  produce 
end  manufactures  comes  to  about  half  a 
million  a  year.  I  have  a  paper,  1  believe^ 
more  accurate :  it  is'  a  paner  aathentio, 
and  b^ing  right  in  oYie  article  otK  of  fbur, 
gtves'credit  to  the  other  three.  It  gives  % 
state  of  the  export  of  Saxon  Ikien  to  Stig- 
land,  and  of  three  only  of  our  manufac- 
tures into  that  country.  They  give  jf«a 
the  value  of  their  linen  at  166^0(K^Z.^liich 
we  will  admit  to  be  a  very  just  valuation. 
€ir,  the  value  of  our  hardware,  furriery, 
and  woollen  goode,  is  340,000^.  Gentle- 
men, remember  Mr.  Rasch's  evidence.  If 
19axony,  in  three  articles  only,  takes  off 
540,000^  and  under  this  head  produce  is 
not  to  be  reckoaed,  I  lubmtt  whether 
160,000^  a  year  is  not  too  linle  for  the 
supply  direct  of  all  Germany  besides. 
The  Custom*house  acconnts  put  them  in 
only  at  half  a  milHbn.  I  thhik  it  it  impoe- 
^le  but  that  they  do  under*value  Uie 
manufactures  of  this  countrv ;  I  could  say, 
our  own  manufacturers  and  exporters  are 
of  the  same  opiniem :  however,'  I  will  tdke 
DO  advantage  of  thete  conjectures ;  I  will 
revert  to  the  reduced  state  of  the  expdrls 
at  3,000,000/; ;  only  observing  that  fbur- 
'fifths  of  those  to  Holland  go  n*dm  thence 
to  Germany.  New,  Sir,  shall  tbsft  he  e«- 
iposed  te  any  degree  ^f  resenfmebt  'ftom 


fbraigiiiirhifees?— fortrhat^  For  freesh 
iflf  ah  opportonily  for  yeor  maomdncn 
to  try  an  experiment,  which  may  tistaK* 
ceed  perhaps  in  half  a  century,  and  oa^ 
tamly  hath  hitherto  made  ao  litde  p^ 
gwas  In  the  linens  eonsnaied  hv  our  poor 
against  the  German  under  the  preseot 
duty  of  67  per  ceoi.  Td  gain  wbit} 
'Whj  no  more  Hian  900,000/.  a  year.  lo 
the  mean  time  all  the  poor  of  EngM, 
tile  labourer,  mecfaanie,  and  maaa^toRr, 
must  be  taaed  10  per  cent*  for  all  they 
use;  they  cannot  bear  that  tat  I  they  ourt 
be  paid  more  for  their  labour,  mid  cm  tn 
must  be  diffused  all  over  England.  Heoee 
you  ttre  expo^g  your  oim  manttfrctom 
to  gain  yearly  ^WlbOOO/.  only;  wbibtii 
the  memi  time  you  tax  the  couotrj  in  thii 
cruel  manner.  I  always  maike  a  resm; 
the  smugger  is  always  very  ready  to  ^ 
neKef ;  he  may  relieve.  Now,  Sir,  himg 
conskleted  the  projects  of  the  apper  cka» 
I  will  descend  to  tlMae  «f  me  Isves, 
wliichi  most  beg  leave  aocali  the  sefioxa 
of  the  crucfiile.  I  do  iaiter  nvseif  tfae 
great  apparatas  wiU  be  ovarset  $  there  atf 
be  some  hopes  ihe  rates  of  Siiesis  liow 
may  bevaised,  being  tfmtaort  wUtb  cer- 
tainly cMeeds  8if.  an  eU;  there  maf  ke 
some  expectatba  that  at  least  we  nsyfise 
the  rate  upon  that,  noCwithstaii4iDg  ^ 
ra«e  novr  at  a  medium  of  aMtheunw 
German  Uaen  is  as  mw^os  caa  be,  beif 
rather  more  than  pHme  coat  Upos  tl» 
head Ishail be^ery <short ;  you faavetan 
Mr.  Rasch.  I  beg  lemre  to  woodmkw 
efrery  ^one  of  my  boa.  hearen  to  loek  m 
any  common  mapAof  Germanrf,  asd  if  k 
cm  find  «rvy  oae  potematewhe eoBmaaf 
the  channels  ctf  comaranleaiioa  is  ^ 
man  jr,  through  which  three  or  feur  miliioiii 
a  year  must  go;  If  he  can  ind  wfc*  » 
triasterof  the  Vismte;  who  u  uMitv « 
the  Oder,  by  Stetlu ;  who  iswarter  sf  the 
SIbe,  where  Hambmrgh  lies;  aadthrsa^ 
whdMi  dominimis  ihat  river  ruas^;  «^ 
master  *the  Weser  by  Mtoden,  wj 
Bremen  vtaadi ;  who  is  msMer  of  tw 
'!lBmbsi>y^Siiihdfea)  mnd  of  Jk^Wa^^ 
Wesef;  you  wfll 'find  that  ywrwMee^ 
port  which  'gbes  through  'GMtwyCW 
gredteat  paift  I  allow  Ibr  the  tcattimpBJf 
there),  but  which  aeiatfjr  iwta  ^ 
hmd,  Alsace,  and  Lomihie,  Ac  (^ 
likewise  a  ^lety  great  valufe  gam  torwa« 
through  Germany)  I  say,  youwillexp«* 
all  this  tb  the  mertv  <^ wfaien^rj^ 
commands  the  whole,  and  "^^"^^ 
iess  offended  >at  ymir  hiyhrg  a  g^^  ^ 
positieii  upmi  all  Saeas^  4aa  •Mftttag  * 
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i^ma  upon  his  in  fArtacular.  It  Is  so 
ndmni.  in  point  of  policy,  I  will  not 
the  CoouBtttee  with  any  thing 
upon  that  head.  Howerer,  Sir, 
leiv  ia  another  very  minnle  project  in* 
sed,  and  of  all  others  the  most  inconsist- 
■twalh  English  generosity  and  jnatioe, 
le  patting  the  Silesia  damasks  and  tab- 
Dg  upon  the  footing  of  the  Holland 
heacfay  which,  as  has  bmi  proved  lo  yoo, 
ill  arnonnt  to  a  prohibition^  It  has  been 
rovad  to  yoa,  that  these  linens  ^re  made 
I  £aaony,  a  friendly  power.  The  state 
r  your  tiisde  in  his  country  I  have  «!• 
mdy  prodaced:  Twar  goods  pay  bat  a 
aoMit  of  about  d  per  cent,  addto  diia  the 
Bcisa  fMud  by  his  subjecuftnr  these  eaa* 
mood  at  home  ;  theyantouaft  together 
at  ta  a  t»ii«  aioce  than  haUT  af  -  what  his 
Bans  pa^  Jieve.  What  we  pay 'him  far 
lasa  aitides  does  :aot  oxoeed  %,00(M. 
year»  is  tt  possibls  a  British  paiiiament 
aa  mreat  a  friend  sof  I  must  now  ^maice 
ae  of  my  main  argameat.  I  am  seviooS) 
rlun  I  talk  in  the  manner  I  am  going  to 
la.  ;!  am  a  friend  of  the  Scotch  aianu- 
I  have  in  asy  aye  agiun  thatde* 
ii  who  would  go  to  work  to  make 
lamssks  aaddiapem;'hewil|iind  himself 
Bppkmted^by  the  smogglem  again.  I-  say 
fmy^MyhoM  asgood  aright  to  cover  her 
Me  ndth  smuggM  damasks,  as  her  hus* 
sod  has  to  set  on  hb  smuggled  wine. 
Wnil  the  opulent  be  vestramed  in  their 
oanry  ?  i  twre  drank  smuggled  wine  at 
he  table  of  a  first  commissioner  of  the 
Taemury:  I  have  told  hhn  so;  had  not 
lis  wiib  a  right  to  cover  it  with  smuggled 
lanunk  ?  Why,  Sir,  if  overy  master  of  a 
imily  were  as  rigid  as  Cato  the  cenecyr, 
le  could  only  answer  Ibr  himself;  he  could 
fot  tastrain  the  female  part  of  bis  family 
a  thohr  dear  delight  of  pufchasing  penny* 
rorths  from  smugglers.  iSir,  the  last  re* 
aaiasofoor  broken  crucible  is  the  disal- 
owance  of  the  drawbacks  upon  foreign 
Inen  printed  here.  I  believe  die  evidence 
vf  Mr.  Walker  cannot  be  well  forgot.  The 
xxport  is  very  considerable;  his  alone 
U^fiOOL  a  year  :  the  value  of  the  labour, 
adustry,  and  skill,  aacoeds  the  value  of 
llamaterial.  We  give  no  oflbnce  to  Ger* 
aanyby  this;  she  will  thank  us  for  it, 
aring  an  enoouragemont  from  her  no- 
aoroui  maouftietuias  iri  printed  linen,  to 
amcA  you  fVom  ovpry  roaiket  ia  £urope 
md  its  colonies.  I  shall  ohaa  this  heed 
iriih  a  reference  once  more  to  Mr.  Payne's 
Mate  of  ozpovts  A>r  the  two  periods,  and 
dtaU adda disiectioa  and ooioUary  of  my 
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which  fills  me  widi  idartning  Ideas* 
Sir,  of  the  5,000,000/.  (gentlemen,  I  be« 
lieve^  remember,  ibe  first  period  produced 
four  millions  a  year,  and  the  last  three)  of 
the  5,000,000^  lost  in  the  last  penod, 
4,000,000^.  All  on  your  maoufectures. 
First  I  must  premise ;  in  the  Custom* 
house  accouna  yon  see  two  heads  o£  ex* 
ports ;  one  under  foreign  goods  Md  mer* 
chaadiae,  the  other  under  British  raana- 
fiictures  and  produce.  The  decrease  oa 
the  fimiga  part  is  but  S£Q,0001  the  re* 
aminmg  4^160,000^.  censist'of  British  ma* 
nufintures  and  produce.  Sir,  the  produce 
cannot  amount  to  mere  than  the  odd  mo* 
aey  ;  the  produce  behig  lead,  salt,  ooalt 
tin,  and  (rther  trifling  articles;  therefort 
the  rcfeaaining  decrease  of  4^600^000/.  fiUls 
upon  your  raaou!hctuta  at  the  rate  of 
SOO^OOOi^.  a  year.  Kow,  Sk,  I  have 
got  .  to  compare  with  this  decrease  a 
stale  to  shew,  whether  in  the  same 
period,  the  linen  'mannfadare  liaa  do*- 
creasod  in  proportion.  Sir,  upon  4heir 
own  paper,  and  upon  their  own  value  I 
findy  while  year  eapoito  dioereased  ia  that 
proportion  which  ^l  upon  your  maauiac* 
ta^es,  principally  4he  woollen,  that  the 
Knen  laanureoture  has  increased  above 
800,000/.  a  Tear ;  what  are  we  to  under* 
stand  by  all  these  complaints.?  I  desire  to 
know,  what  check  have  they  met  with  I 
Sn*,  it  appears  by  those  papers,  that  thoj 
have  increased  above  900,OOM.  a  year, 
while  yoar  manufactures  decr«ised 
800,000^.  a  year.  Here,  Sir,  I  desire  to 
hear  no  more  of  the  vague  accounts  of  the 
Custom*hoase,  but  instead  of  ^^fiOO.OOU* 
call  the  first  four  parts;  instead  of 
3,000,000^.  call  the  last  three  parts;  then 
I  tell  those  who  did  :not,  upon  one  aoea* 
sion,  know  that  five  was  less  than  0100, 
and  on  another,  that  taeaty«^e  was  Jess 
than  thirty,  I  do  insist  upon  it,  that 
diree  is  less  than  four ;  In  that  proportioa 
have  your  exports  decreased.  No  doubly 
there  are  errors  in  the  Custom«house  ac* 
counts;  but  as  those  errors  are  common 
to  all  periods,  the  proportion  of  increase 
and  decrease  is  true.  If  four  be  mma 
than  three,  which  is  my  way  of  calculat- 
ing, there  is  a  decrease  of  one  fourth  part ; 
of  that,  four-fifths  fall  upon  your  manup 
factures.  I  will  tell  another  moat  eztia* 
ordinary  thing :  of  tliat  decrease  in  your 
anmufactures  near  thcee-faoiihs  is  ia  the 
oxport  to  Gehnai^,  and  but  little  more 
than  one-fourth  to  'Holland,  though  Hd- 
-land  fisr  twenty  years  together,  hM  taken 
^caanA^aUtj  more  of  your  jespofits  thaa 
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Germany ;  but  the  exports  direct  to  Ger- 
many chiefly  go  to  that  part  where  the 
linen  fabrics  are  carried  on.  I  must  men- 
tion an  eera  that  appears  ver^  singular  to 
me;  others   may  call  it  ommous.     The 

Cr  I  look  back  to  is  1767*  when  1 
the  honour  of  a  seat  among  you,  I 
did  with  others  oppose  a  new  duty  upon 
German  linen,  upon  the  same  principles 
"and  arguments  I  used  this  day;  a  predo* 
minant  interest  overpowered  us:  but  it  is 
strange,  that  the  decline  in  your  woollen 
manufacture  just  coincided  with  that  year 
in  which  you  laid  the  new  duties,  partico* 
larly  upon  Silesia  lawns.  This  being  the 
case,  your  linens  increased  as  your  wool- 
lens decreased;  and  this  all  proved  from 
their  own  papers.  I  have,  in  the  begin- 
ning of  my  discourse.  Sir,  admitted  a  de- 
dine;  so.  I  did.  What  is  the  nature  of 
that  decline,  and  extent  of  it,  I  will  ex- 
plain  to  you.  There  was  no  other  check, 
'  but  what  came  firom  paper  circulation ;  I 
know  of  no  other.  Your  exports  plainly 
have  been  checked.  What  is  the  nature 
of  that  check  upon  the  linens  ?  They  made 
the  full  quantity  in  1772 ;  in  177S»  Ireland 
miide  a  tenth  part  less  than  they  did  the 
year  before ;  which.  Sir, .  is  a  fluctuation 
that  may  be  the  effect  of  any  common 
casualty  in  any  great  manufacture;  and 
to  say,'  bemuse  in  177S  they  made  two 
millions  two  hundred  thousand  yards  less 
than  in  1-772,  that  that  has  occasioned  an 
emigration  of  thirty  thousand  people;^-^ 
Sir,  it  is  an  affront  to  your  understanding, 
'  to  come  and  allege  such  an  argument  as 
this.  Such  an  accident  might  have  hap- 
pened without  any  man's  being  able  to 
assien  any  cause  at  all.  Whim,  fancy, 
mode,  will  make  an  alteration  of  a  tenth 
part  one  year  with  another.  Add  the 
ocotch  and  Irish  together,  it  is  but  a  se- 
venth or  eighth  part  diminution  in  both, 
between  1772andf  177S;  it  is  all  the  check 
they  have  met  with  from  that  paper  cir- 
culation, which  shook  the  credit  of  Eng- 
land to  its  basis.  Why,  now,  Sir,  let  us 
add,  that  in  1773  foreign  linen  was  re- 
duced a  third  r  in  1774,  I  pledge  myself, 
it  will  be  reduced  lower.  As  these  peo- 
ple have  the  markets  here  before  them, 
and  their  ancient  competitor  in  this  crip- 

5 led  state,  with  what  propriety,  with  what 
•corum  is  any  favour  ot  any  sort  due  to 
them,  who  have  been  proved  to  be  increas- 
ing when  your  great  staple  was  decreas- 
ing, and  is  still,  from  no  other  cause  but 
from  the  dreadful  northern  projects,  while 
the  linens  are  now  in  a  situation  to  be  en- 


vied by  every  other-raandactiire,  eva  bj 
that  great  staple  itself?  Sir,  asking  sia- 
vour  under  these  circumstances  for  t  n* 
nufacture,  is  overlookinff  your  own  grot 
staple.    Sir,  such  a  preference  wouM  be 
an  insult  upon  the  first  interest  of  tbs 
country,  the  landed  interest;  it  woukllK 
an  insiut  upon  the  second,  the  oommeiciii 
and  manumctunng  interest ;  it  would  be 
an  insult  upon  the  common  sense  of  evcrr 
rank. and  order  in  this  countiy.    And, 
why  ?  Sir,  is  it  becanse  your  own  miBo- 
facturers  have  not  vexe<f  parliameot  vitk 
applications ;  have  not  apfJied  to  yoa,  Sir, 
as  the  grand  phjrsidanr  of  Uie  state,  wi 
treated  you  as  an  empiric  to  undertake 
distempers  incurable,  but  by  time  and  vf 
cessity?    Is  it  becaiiise  their  coopiiiiA 
have  been  only  whispered  and  mumniml 
within  their  'Own  neighbourhood?  Hm 
you  not  seen  the  streets  of  the  capitii 
filled  with  miendicant  cries  of  misenbk 
swarms  from  the  silk  manofactorv  ?  Wen 
not  these  people  content  to  render  tbe» 
selves  the  objects  of  private  charity  ?  Did 
they  come  to  your  aoor?  Who  is  ittbs 
has  molested  parliament  and  esbsute^ 
your  time?  Did  other  aumnfecturer8,p 
ticulariy  the  poor  weavers,  under  sH  tk 
horrors   of  northern    paper   circulatioe, 
which  even  diminished  the  traffic  and  cot* 
sumption  among  yoorsdves?   Did  tber 
not  submit  in  quiet,  did  thej  ask  your 
aid  ?    No,  Sir,  they  never  wearied  ui 
troubled  parliament.    Is  pariiament,  m 
committees  to  sit,  is  the  whole  Home  t» 
be  taken  up  under  all  these  circumstaaceii 
which  I  do  say,  I  have  proved?  Isit^ 
one  manufacture  in  a  state  to  be  eorM 
at  this  time  by  your  wddlen  manufactures.^ 
As  if  the  first  in  that  envied  stsle  are 
the  only  objects  of  parliamentarjr  *t^** 
tion ;  and  must  you  overlook  all  otb^ 
because  they  have  been  silent,  bscao« 
they  have  been  patient,  while  those  otberti 
Sir,  the  authors  of  all  the  evils  (I  ^ 
again)  desperate  in  undertakings,  even  af 
credulity  and  hope,  desperate  alike  uodet 
disappomtments,    whether    imaginsry  tf 
real,  are  now  come,  not  intentionally  btf 
eventiially,  to  widen  the  wound  sireadjr 
given  to  your  own  great  staple,  to  einp9 
your  populous  towns  by  unravelling,  ^ 
obtuse  and  impolitic  violence,  a  teitoii 
woven  with  to  much  attention  by  t^ 
wisdom  of  your  fathers,  and  roaintairw 
by  your  own;  that  texture,  »^"|^T 
guardian  power  of  your  island  cit^ 
over  the  wliole  empire,  lo  distribute  tbdH 
copious  fiiculties  wbidi  constitate  J^ 
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iH<mal  seeurity  and  greatness,  I  anean 
Mr  system  of  foreign  trade  i  And  upon 
bat  allegations,  upon  what  calculations, 
luit  arguments  and  deductions  I  need 
n  repeat.  And  what  time  has  this  un* 
^rtunate  people  chosen  to  raise  a  flame 
nong  all  the  great  interests  of  this  coun- 
jr  ?  At  a  time,  I  tell  them,  when  the  sal- 
ilion  of  their  eonntry  depends  upon  the 
culties  of  England,  and  her  liberal  and 
imediate  application  of  them  to  preserve 
restless,  ambitious,  and  improvident 
Iter.  Sir,  this  leads  me  now  to  the  last 
mmI  of  my  subject.  I  have  shewn  you 
M  onl^  the  cause  of  the  distemper,  but 
here  it  lies.  Sir,  it  lies  there  still ;  that 
Iter  is  as  mttcl\  distempered  as  ever,  and 
le  must  be  saved;  for  it  is  impossible 
lat  Scotland  can  fall  but  London  must 
itter ;  and  yet.  Sir,  her  distemper  is  of 
»  peculiar  a  soit,  that  it  is  not  curable  by 
me  and  necessity ;  but  it  may  by  parlia- 
lent.  Now,  Sir,  1  will  shew  to  you  what 
le  disorder  is.  In  consequence  of  so 
lany  unsuccessful  projects  (1  shall  not  be 
tMntradicted,  Sir),  she  has  contracted  a 
apital  of  debt  to  England,  a  recent  debt, 
[I  within  four  years,  which  she  can't  pay ; 
;  would  be  injurious  and  indecent  for  me 
>  hint  at  any  thinff  more  than  one  so- 
tety,  about  which  I  professed  never  to 
eep  a  secret ;  it  now  owes  600,000/. ;  pay 
ay  most  come;  I  hint  at  nothing  else, 
"avments  in  the  shape  of  interest  and  an- 
uities  have  created  an  annual  drain  upon 
t»at  country  it  cannot  bear.  There  is  an- 
ther aew  annual  drain  created  by  their 
irn  credulity,  which  taking  their  in- 
reaaed  paper  currency  for  an  addition  of 
olid  wealth,  increased  their  expence  of 
ring  in  proportion.  The  imaginary 
realth  is  vanished,  and  the  habit  of  ex- 
ence  remains.  I  do  take  upon  me  to 
ay,  I  defy  all  Scotland  to  say,  they  un- 
eittand  their  affairs  as  well  as  I  do ;  no, 
ir,  not  all -Scotland  together.  I  don't 
peak  with  vanity,  I  pay  myself  no  com- 
limeat  when  I  say  so.  Then,  Sir,  what 
lust  be  done  ?  Nothing  but  an  immediate 
iflux  of  money.  England,  I  believe,  is 
irakened  from  her  stupefaction,  and  will 
o  longer  be  fascinated  at  the  sight  of 
leotch  acceptances  and  indorsements, 
looey  they  have  not.  Now  I  come  with 
ay  remedy.  You  have  already  passed 
oe  Bill  to  ratify  the  agreements  made 
rith  the  annuitants  of  Douglas,  Heron 
nd  Co.  Sir,  I  make  no  doubt,  you  passed 
hat  Bill  upon  those  principles  corres- 
KHidiog   with  your   dignity,  which  are 


pi:d>lic  principles ;  if  that  propoiBal  had  not 
taken  place,  you  would  have  seen  the 
same  scene  of  desolation  in  1774  as  in 
1772,  therefore  it  wu  from  public  prih* 
ciples.  The  authors  of  that  BiU  acted 
upon  those  principles,  to  protect  public 
credit  from  such  another  stunning  blow 
which  it  received  in  1772*  All  is  due  to 
the  noble  personages  in  that  aflhir^  whom 
I  not  only  love  and  esteem,  but  admire  i 
they,  by  the  severest  losses,  purchased  an 
opportunity  of  shewing  to  God  and  nan, 
how  much  the  diaste  light  of  honour  and 
probity  exceeded  the  ^are  of  pomp  and 
title.  But  their  own,  in  this  afiair,  was 
but  a  secondary  consideration.  I  hava 
taken  up  too  mtucfa  of  your  time  already, 
or  I  could  demonstrate  from  facts,  taken 
upon  my  own  knowlege,  that  you  would 
have  seen  a  return  of  the  same  desolation 
before  the  expiration  of  1774.  This  is 
onlv  a  part  of  a  plan  to  save  Scotland,  i 
believe,  we  shall  not  lend  them  money  on 
their  bills  and  notes,  but  are  willinff  to 
lend  them  money  upon  land,  an  indubita- 
ble securi^  incapable  of  fallacy.  1  cannot 
miss  this  opportunity  of  recommending 
another  Bill,  which  is  under  the  conside* 
ration  of  the  learned  gentlemen  of  both 
kingdoms.  1  am  so  convinced  of  the'ne* 
cessity  of  it,  I  cannot  omit  this  opportu- 
nity of  recommending  what  I  mean  by  a 
radical  cure.  There  are  objections  to 
Scotch  mortgp.ffes,  which  will  deter  Bug* 
lish  lenders.  In  the  first  place,  money 
lent  upon  a  Scotch  mortj^age  is  not  per- 
sonal propertv  nor  devisable  by  will: 
John  Bull  will  not  lend  upon  such  princi- 
ples; and  if  you  want  the  principal,  it  is 
not  recoverable  as  in  England.  Sir,  there 
must  be  a  Bill,  which  is  under  considera- 
tion, to  put  Scotch  mortffages  upon  the 
footing  or  English  ones.  Now,  Sir,  it  will 
be  an  advantage  to  the  South  Briton  to 
lend  out  his  money,  so  perfectly^  secure, 
upon  so  high  an  interest.  It  will  be  in 
the  power  of  the  North  Briton  to  pay  that 
interest,  from  the  profitable  use  he  will 
make  of  the  money ;  for,  by  that  means, 
in  a  few  years,  he  may  be  enabled  to  pay 
his  debts,  and  to  be  at  ease,  like  the  oUier 
parts  of  the  kingdom:  and  this.  Sir,  wiU 
tend  to  extract  the  ver^  root  of  all  their 
distemper,  which  is  pnde  and  ambition, 
upon  this  axiom,  that  in  all  communities 
which  are  most  at  their  ease,  the  spirit  of 
project  prevails  the  least.  I  want  to  put 
Scotland  into  that  state  of  ease ;  they  then 
would  find  how  much  more  comfortable 
it  is  to  enjoy  advantages  alow  aad  sur^ 
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iron  modtrafte,  temperate  trade*  and  look 
back  wiUi  hoffrar.upon  those  payroxyams 
pf  mind  in  that  dreadfi^  interval  between 
the  birth  of  a  pro1ecl»  and  its  laat  &ta]  dig- 
aolutioo.  They  have  room  for  improve** 
iBenta;  they  can  make  ten»  fifteen,  tweaty 
per  cent,  and  afS»d  to  pay  you  five ;  youp 
oy  these  means,  make  a  atalec  kingdom 
Mppy,  and  eure  her  both  in  mind  and 
body. 

Mow,  Sir,  my  peroration  ahall  conaitt 
JA  ft  single  request;  that  you,  Sir,  and 
tha  eommittee,  will  he  pleased  to  accept 
aaoh  expressions  my  gratitude  may  fur- 
i|ish,  of  senaibiliQr  for  so  much  indulgence, 
ao  much  of  your  time  and  patience;  and 
if.  Sir,  I  haRre  performed  what  I  under* 
took ;  if  I  have  ascertained  the  genuine 
cause  of  the  disorder;  if  I  have  shewn 
what  are  not  the  remedies,  what  is  ihe  na* 
ture  of  the  distemper,  and  what  is  the 
cure :  if,  Sir,  I  'have  used  no  language  il« 
liberal,  no  argumenu  fiillacious,  no  alle- 
gation, untrue;  if.  Sir,  besides  the  accus- 
tomed grace  and  humanity  within  these 
walls  to  all  who  appear  open  and  undis- 
guised at  the  bar;  if,  besides  the  com- 
pbcency  of  those  among  my  honourable 
hearers,  who  may  not  know  me,  or  the 
partiality  of  those  who  do»  I  may.  Sir,  be 
dismissed  from  this  place,  under  the  bum- 
ble hope  of  having  obtained  the  smallest 
share  of  your  solid  approbation,  in  conse- 
quence of  having  tbrowa  the  slightest 
spark  of  light  U{M)n  a  subject  so  copious 
and  national,  this  laborious  exertion  of 
mine,  full  late  in  life,  and  I  trust  the  last, 
will  be  deemed  by  me,  as  auspicious  ai^d 
honourable  for  the  remainder  of  my  days. 


May  5.  The  House  went  again  into 
Ihe  said  Committee,  when 

Mr.  Fo4tert  the  agent  for  the  Russia 
Company,  appeared  at  the  bar  of  the 
House,  and  spoke  as  follows : 

Sir,  I  appear  here  as  agent  for  the 
Bussia  Company.  Before  I  call  in  the 
iritoesses  whom  I  shall  beg  leave  to  exa- 
mine, I  will  take  the  liberty  to  acquaint 
the  eommittee  what  has  been  the  occasion 
of  my  giving  them  this  trouble. — The 
Biassia  Company  perceived,  by  the  Re- 
port of  the  Committee  appointed  to  en- 
quire into  the  present  state  of  the  linen 
irade  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  that  a 
considerable  deca^  in  that  trade  was  com* 
plained  of,  and  imputed  (among  other 
causes)'  to  the  increased  importation  of 
fi^reign  linens ;  and  to  the  importation  of 
Iham  on  too  low  duties.    And  finding  that 
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som#  of  the  witnesses,  examiasd  bytk 
oommittee»  had  imputed  part  of  the  cvik 
they  complained  of,  to  tbeioterferiogi^ 
Russia  linens,  the  Russia  Company  thou(;|t 
it  incumbent  on  them  to  aesire  to  be 
heard ;  in  hopes  that  by  indisputsbfe  en* 
dence,  they  could  cooWnce  the  comnuttee 
thiat  no  part  ai  the  evil  complained  of 
could,  with  justice,  be  imputed  to  tbek* 
creased  importation  of  Russia  linent,  a 
to  the  importation  of  them  on  dutiotno 
low. 

I  wish,  Sir,  to  lay  befpre  the  cQmmittei 
a  stale  of  the  trade  between  Eoglaod  ud 
Russia ;  in  doing  this,  the  poiou  vhidt 
among  others,  i  should  he  most  solidtoa 
to  establish,  are  these :  that  the  lioeu  io- 
ported  from  Russia  are  of  such  a  qua% 
as  to  be  chiefly  coosuiwed  by  the  poor: 
that  the  want  of  theip  could  not  be  sap- 
plied  by  any  of  the  manufactures  of  Grea 
Britain ;  tliat  the  importation  of  then  k 
not  increased :  and,  that  at  preient  ti»j 
pay  an  high  duty ;  that  oMr  importttioi 
of  daz  is  considerable:  that  tbemaoofiK* 
tures  of  Great  Britain,  exported  to  Rucsi, 
exceed  in  value  the  Russian  mapofactura 
imported  into  Great  Britain :  thit  the 
duties  paid  on  the  importation  of  (i|e 
woollen  manufactures  or  Great  Briuio  a 
Russia,  are  low,  in  comparisob  of  tli(« 
paid  in  Grreat  Britain,  on  the  importatioo 
of  the  linen  manufactures  of  Russia:  M 
the  whole  of  the  trade  between  Ramioi 
Great  Britain  is  carried  on  in  Brituh  ship- 
ping ;  and  that  the  British  merchaoti>re' 
sideot  in  Russia,  enjoy  very  valuable  pri- 
vileges, not  granted  to  other  Earopea 
nations.  I  will  now  beg  leave  to  call  a 
our  witnesses. 

[Mr.  Samuel  Stratton  was  then  exa- 
mined on  those  points  which  relatrtl  to 
tlie  importation  ot  Russia  linens;  aodbii 
examination  having  taken  up  a  coD8i<le^ 


able  time,  it  was  not  thought  necessuj 
to  call  Mr.  William  Edwardi,  who  «» 
prepared  to  have  given  a  full  and  circuA' 
stantial  evidence  on  the  same  points. 

Mr.  Nicholas  Cavanaugh  was  exsajined 
on  those  points  which  related  to  tbeex- 
porU  from  Great  Britain  to  Russi8,toW 
exportation  of  flax  from  Ruta«f  ^^^ 
quantity  of  British  shipping  foxfisj^t 
and  to  the  privileges  granted  by  w 
Russian  government  to  the  British  mer- 
chants resident  in  Russia.  Hii  Vt^ 
having  been  clear  and  circuoutantial ;  ^ 
agent  thought  it  unnecessary  to  call  otAer 
witnesses,  who  were  ready  to  hsfe  coa- 
firmed  it.  j    The  ayent  proceeded  thai  i- 
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Thd  evidenoe  which  has  been  laid  he- 
ro the  cotninittee,  I  think,  amounts  to 
lis ;  that  the  linens  imported  from  Rnsaia 
*e  chieflf  used  by  the  poor;  that  the 
ant  of  them  could  not  be  supplied  by  our 
Mne  manufiictures  ;  that  the  importation 
r  them  is  decreased;  that  the  anbual 
mount  of  these  importations  is  from  100 
>  140,000^ ;  that  the  present  duties  on 
le  importation  of  them^  amount,  in  the 
^est  instances,  to  above  26  per  cent  on 
le  value ;  in  the  highest  to  ahove  50  per 
ent. ;  that  an  increase  of  dutv  would  in- 
rease  the  price  to  the  poor ;'  that  our  ex- 
Dits  to  Petersburgh  only  amount  to 
tK>ut  300,000/1  annually;  that  of  this 
UBf  the  manu&ctures  of  Great  Britain 
mount  to  200,000^.  the  unmanufactured 
roduce  to  lOOfiOOL ;  that  the  duties 
aid  on  the  importation  of  our  woollens, 
I  Russia,  are  between  17  and  18  per 
ent.  on  their  value ;  that  the  shipping 
mployed  by  us  is  170,000  tons ;  that  we 
nport  between  7,000  and  8,000  tons  of 
tax  annually;  that  our  merchants  resi- 
ient  in  Russia  have  distinguished  privi- 


lis  being  the  state  of  the  evidence,  I 
inderstand  I  may  be  permitted  to  make 
ome  observations  on  it,  and  on  other  cir- 
namstances  of  our  trade,  in  which  I  shall 
endeavour  to  be  concise.  I  mean  to  con- 
ine  myself  strictly  within  my  proper 
imits,  the  business  of  the  Russia  Com- 
Many.  The  general  subject  before  the 
MKumittee  was  amply  entered  into  by  Mr. 
nbver,'who,  through  life,  has  been  dis* 
tnguished  in  the  literary,  the  commercial, 
nd  the  political  world.  I  should  little 
tzpect  to  be  attended  to,  if^  after  him,  I 
ras  so  impertinent  as  to  enter  on  the  sub- 
ect  at  large. 

The  business  of  the  Russia  Company 
ies  within  a  small  compass ;  perhaps  no 
argument  of  mine  will  be  so  strong,  as 
be  inexperience  and  want  of  ability  you 
riU  perceive  in  me,  their  agent :  had  they 
lad  a  doubtful  cause,  they  would  have 
laed  some  diligence  to  have  sought  an 
ible  advocate ;  they  would  not  have  trusted 
heir  afturs  to  my  management. 

By  the  evidence  of  Mr,  Stratton  it  ap- 
«ars,  that  the  poor  can  furnish  them- 
elves  with  the  Unen  manufactures  of 
Russia,  on  much  cheaper  terms  than  with 
iny  of  our  home  manufactures;  he  has^ 
lot  mentioned  on  how  much  cheaper 
erms;  but,  I  think,  I  have  heard  they 
nay  clothe  themselves  at  two*thirds  of 
he  expenoe ;  and  this  with  a  lineoi  which, 

(VOL.xyii.] 


having  paid  to  ^vernment.one  third  of 
its  value  at  least  in  duty,  has  already  been 
assistant  in  some  measure  even  to  those 
who  wear  it,  by  contributing  to  those 
wants  of  the  state,  which,  if  they  were 
not  alleviated  by  duties  on  foreign  impor- 
tations, must  fall  still  heavier  on  the  ne- 
cessaries of  life  than  they  now  do. 
Under  these  circumstances,  if  the  com- 
mittee are  convinced  that  the  linens  im- 
Eorted  from  Russia  are  serviceable  to  the 
ibouring  poor ;  if  tliey  find  that,  in  these 
times  of  distress,  they  afford  them  a  much 
cheaper  clothing  than  they  could  procure 
from  our  own  manufactures ;  it  is  then 
evident,  that  any  increase  of  duty,  or  any 
impediment  thrown  in  the  way  of  our  linen 
importations,  would  be  an  additional  bur- 
then, not  on  the  fantastic  wants  of  the  ele- 
gant and  luxurious,  but  on  the  necessities 
of  die  whole  class  of  our  laborious  poor. 
There  needs  no  argument  to'  convince 
the  committee  of  the  inexpediency,  I  am 
tempted  to  add,  of  the  inhumanity  of  such 
a  measure— a  measure  not  necessary,  as  i 
conceive,  for  the  relief  of  those  who  have 
applied  to  you,  Sir,  for  assistance. 

The  inconveniences  diey  suffer  are  nofe 
imputable  to  us ;  for  the  decay  they  com- 
plain of  in  their  trade  cannot  be  imputed 
to  the  increase  of  our  importations,  as  the 
most  experienced  of  our  importers  has  in- 
formed you,  on  his  own  knowledge,  that 
the  importation  is  decreased ;  and  Uiat  it 
is  so,  is  notorious. 

Tou  have  hearcj.  Sir,  what  the  duties 
paid  on  Russia  linens  are;  that  they 
amount  in  the  lowest  instances  to  above 
26,  in  the  higliest  to  above  50  per  cent." 
on  their  value ;  after  this,  the  committee 
will  net  think  a  decay  in  the  linen  manu- 
factures of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  can 
be  imputed  to  the  increased  importation 
of  Russia  linens,  on  too  low  duties.  We 
are  confident,  that  the  wisdom  of  parlia- 
ment will  not  adopt  a  measure  ineffectual 
to  the  purposes  for  which  it  would  be  de- 
signed, injurious  to  the  labouring  poor, 
and  which  in  its  consequences  may  be 
hiffhly  prejudicial  to  every  manufacture 
of^these  kingdoms,  the  linen  ipanufacture 
itself  not  excepted. 

For  we  have  shewn  you,  that  the  whole 
value  of  pur  exportations  to  Russia 
amounts  to  above  300,000^.  annually.  Mr. 
Cavanaugh  spoke  only  as  to  the  exporta- 
tions to  PeteTYburgh,  which  he  said 
amounted  to  about  that  sum.  That  the  va- 
lue of  British  manufactures  exported,  ex- 
ceeds considerably  the  vahie  of  the  Ros« 
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Bian  manufactures  we  import;  so  tbat,; 
the  trade  of  manufactures  only  consider- 
edy  the  balance,  is  in  our  favour.  That 
our  woollen  manufactures  pay,  on  their 
importation  into  Russia,  a  duty  only  of 
between  17  and  18  per  cent,  on  their  va- 
lue, while  the  duties  paid  on  the  importa- 
tion of  Russian  manufactures  into  Great 
Britain,  amount  to  double  that  propor* 
tion.  Now,  should  we  increase  this  high 
duty  on  our  part,  the  soundest  policy 
would  warrant,  the  strictest  equity  would 
justify,  the  Russian  government  in  increas- 
ing their  duties  on  British  commodities : 
nor  would  there  be  the  same  objections 
from  internal  policy  as  with  us ;  for  roanv 
of  the  articles  imported  from  Great  Bri- 
tain into  Russia,  are  not  to  suppler  the 
wants  of  the  necessitous,  but  to  contribute 
to  the  elegancies  of  the  luxurious.  We 
cannot  doubt,  but,  under  these  circum- 
stances, the  Russian  government  would 
increase  the  duties  on  our  manufactures, 
and,  lessening  thq  atten&on  they  now  give 
to  the  linen,  their  only  considcralile  and 
£ivourite  manufacture,  they  would,  on  the 
principles  of  the  soundest  policy,  give 
countenance  to  any  efforts  to  establish 
other  manu&ctures  as  the  rivals  of  ours. 
These  ideas  are  not  wantonly  produced 
from  the  hoard  of  an  inventive  imagina- 
tion. The  Russian  government  is  pos- 
sessed of  the  truest  pnnciples  of  commer- 
cial policy.  The  sensible  edict  which 
precedes  the  tariffe  of  1767  warrants  this 
assertion. 

But  this  is  not  ihe  only  bad  effect  which 
might  be  the  consequence  of  our  endea- 
vours to  check  the  Russirji  manufactures 
of  linen.  There  is  a  measure  which  the 
Russian  government  might  adopt,,  which 
would  a£ct  materially,  and  as  I  conceive, 
affect  only  the  linen  manufactures  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland.  When  you  recollect 
that  our  importations  of  flax  from  Russia 
are  between  7  and  8,000  tons  yearly,  ^ou 
will  be  aware  how  materially  a  very  high, 
duty  on  the  exportation  of  this  article 
from  Russia  would  prejudice  our  linen 
inanubctures.  Should  we  endeavour  to 
injure  the  Russian  manufacture  of  linen, 
this  would  be  an  obvious,  a  just,  and  I  am 
■ure,  it  would  be  an  effectual  reniedy,  as 
it  would  lower  the  price  of  flax  in  Russia, 
by  tending  to  prevent  the  exportation  of 
it,  and  raise  the  price  on  our  manufkt- 
turers.  ^Should  urgent  occasion,  should 
sudden  resentment,  prompt  the  measure, 
why  might  not  the  Russian  government 
totally  prohibit  the  exportation  of  flax  i 


Nor  are  these  the  only  mischiefs  n 
have  to  fear,  should  we  throw  any  diicul- 
ties  in  the  way  of  th^  favourite  manufao 
ture  of  Russia.  You  have  been  mfonoed 
by  one  of  our  witnesses,  who  has  been  re- 
sident  in  Russia,  and  who  speaks  from  an 
experience  of  thirty  two  years,  that  the 
British  are  a  favoured  nation,  fsvoured  is 
a  very  peculiar  manner  by  the  grtDt  of 
privileges  denied  to  other  nations  ;  priri- 
Jeg^es  of  a  nature  peculiarly  acceptable  toa 
Briton.  We  almost  carry  with  us  into 
Russia  the  freedom  of  our  own  hapoj 
country :  .a  ray  of  British  liberty  brnis 
through  the  gloom  of  northern  despoti^o, 
and  enlightens  the  dwellings  of  a  Britoa 
in  Russia.  Not  only  favoured,  and  m- 
terially  favoured,  in  the  manner  of  payiog 
our  duties,  the  friendship  of  the  'Rosm 
government  has  given  us  a  degree  of  per- 
sonal freedom  beyond  what  the  subjects 
of  Russia,  beyond  what  any  other  natioos 
enjoy  in  Russia^  The  arbitrary  order  cf 
an  inferior  military  officer  cannot  quartet 
soldiers  in  the  house  of  a  Briton ;  nor  ex* 
act,  as  he  can  from  others,  eveu  (tea 
Russians  of  the  first  rank,  pecumirj 
amends  for  not  molesting  him  witbtuch 
troublesome  inmates. 

A  British  merchant  is  not  amenable,  ia 
matters  relating  to  business,  to  any  of  die 
inferior  courts  of  justice,  the  seats  of  end- 
less and  uncertain  litigation;  his  causes 
heard  by  the  college  of  commerce,  a  cocrt 
that  cpnsiders  itjself  as  the  goardiao  tf 
commercial  rights. 

The  subjects  of  Great  BriUio  resideDi 
in  Russia,  are  not  confined  in  the  dis^ 
of  their  effects  at  their  death,  by  tbe  R(^ 
sian  laws  of  inheritance ;  but  tber  axj 
dispose  of  them,  by  will,  in  such  maniier 
as  IS  most  for  the  interest  of  their  fanuli* 

In  cases  of  bankruptcy,  and  of  legal  5' 
rest,  very  valuable  privileges  rcspecung 
personal  freedom,  are  enjoyed  b;  ov 
countrymen  in  Russia. 

It  is  evident  by  these  repeated  iMton«* 
of  favour,  that  the  Russian  gorenuDetf 
wishes  to  be  on  the  most  friendlj  tens 
with  us;  but  Mr.  Cavanau^  incouie- 
quence  of  a  question  from  an  hon.  b^ 
ber  of  this  House,  has.  told  you  tbat  the 
Russian  government  thought  themw'* 
aggrieved  by  the  additional  duties  iaia  oa 
linens  in  1767;  and  surely  ^7^^^ 
without  reason  for  thinking  so;  thaip*" 
of  the  duties  particularly,  which  wa«  ^ 
additional  duty  on  alf  linens  »hcf^.  ^ 
inches  broad,  fell  heavily  on  ouraheeU^ 
which  already  paid  a  duty  on  arate  cqu^ 
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o  their  .yalue,  and  established  as  lately  as 
he  year  1765.  This  ineasurey  we  had 
eason  to'thinlc,  was  advised  by  a  person 
irho  had  himself,  or  whose  near  relations. 
lad,  an  interest  in  a  manufacture  of  sheet- 
ng«  whose  motive  was  to  check  the  im« 
>ortation  of  Russia  sheeting,  in  order  to 
>enefit  this  mabufiicture-^tne  effect,  I  be- 
ieve,  in  no  respect  answered  his  expecta- 
Jon  :  Russia  sheeting  continues  to  be  im- 
>ortedv  is  sUll  used,  and  will  continue  to 
3e  used,  as  long  as  it  is  found  to  be  supe- 
rior to  every  manufacture  of  the  same 
kind.  This  is  a  striking  instance  of  the 
inefiBcacy  of  additional  duties  on  foreign 
linens,  in  assisting  home  manu&ctures. 

I   cannot    quit  this    subject,   without 
digressing  a  little,  to  mention  with  honour 
the  conduct  of  the  inhabitants  of  that 
town,  for  whose  benefit  this  measure  was 
supposed   to  have  been  advised.    They 
have  had  the  sense  to  perceive  what  they 
could  not  do ;  they  have  had  the  genius 
to  discover  what  they  could  do.    £)cou- 
raged  only  by  the  grant  of  the  importation 
of  their  raw  material  free  of  duty,  by  their 
ingenuity  and  persevering  industry,   the 
inhabitants  of  Manchester  have  brought 
their  cotton  manufacture  to  a  degree  of 
excellence  beyond,  I  believe,  their  own  roost 
sanguine^  expectation.    A  very  consider- 
able, a  very  mcreasing,  exportation  of  this 
beautiful  manufacture  to  Russia,  contri- 
butes to  reward  the  genius  and  industry 
of  the  manufacturers.    But  to  return  to 
my  subject; 

The  British  nation  has  been  hitherto 
considered  as  the  friend  of  Russia :  inde- 
5>endent  of  the  important  privileges  we 
enjoy,  the  peculiar  chrility  and  attention 
paid  by  the  Russian  court  to  the  subjects 
of  Britain,  are  alone  proofs  of  its  friendly 
•disposition— shall  we  hazard  this  estabiish- 
4ed  friendship,  these  important  privileges  ? 
Shall  we  hazard  the  benefits  we  receive 
from  a  considerable,  an  increasing  (for 
such  it  is)  exportation  of  our  own  manu- 
:£sctures,  by  a  measure  ineflectual  to  the 
.purposes  for  which  it  would  seem  to  be 
designed,  and  immediately  injurious  to  the 
.most  valuable  of  our  subjects,  the  labour- 
ing poor,  of  our  husbandry,  aad  our 
fisheries. 

I  suspect  it  may  be  thought  that  I  have 
forgotten  the  real  state  of  the  trade  be- 
tween Russia  and  £nghmd*-a  trade»  the 
.bi^ce  of  which  is  very  considerably  in 
fiivour  of  Russia.  There  is  no  one  -cir- 
cmnBt8Qce.of  jourtradeto  whidi.I  more 
sinperdy  wiah  to  engage  the  attentibn  of 


the  committee.  Other  branchea  of  com* 
merce  boast  of  the  balance  they  bring 
home;  that  is,  supposing  theirs  was  the 
only  trade  carried  on,  of  the  quantity  of 
gold  and  silver  they  would  introduce  into 
Britain.  But,  Sir,  of  gold  and  silver.you 
can  neither  make  an  anchor  nor  a  plough- 
share. The  instruments  of  agriculture,  of 
navigation,  and  of  arts,  are  produced  by 
the  mines  of  Siberia,  not  by  tnose  of  Peru. 
The  articles  we  bring  from  Russia,  our 
hemp>  our  iron,  our  flax,  are  so  indispen- 
sably necessary  to  us  for  every  purpose  of 
agriculture  and  of  commerce,  that,  had 
we  no  export  trade,  it  would  be  very  ex- 
pedient we  should  attentively  cultivate  the 
friendship  of  Russia  on  account  of  our  im- 
port trade  only.  The  Russian  governr* 
ment  has  been  for  some  years  edgaged  in 
an  expensive  war ;  a  very  considerable  re- 
venue might  be  raised  by  additional  duties 
on  hemp,  flax;  and  iron ;  a  tax  we  must 
pay,  however  exorbitant  it  might  be^ 
The  annual  want  of  7  or  8.000  tons  of  flax 
would  be  felt  by  our  linen  manufactures ; 
hemp  and  iron'  we  must  have ;  without 
them  our  navy,  our  commerce,  our  agri- 
culture, are  at  end ;  without  them,  where 
would  be  our  wealth,  where  our  naval  ho- 
nours I  The  gold,  it  is  true,  would  be  pro- 
duced in  the  mines  of  Peru,  but  not  for 
us ;  we  obtain  it,  not  by  plunder,  but  by 
commerce ;  by  a  commerce  protected, 
when  attacjfcd,  b^  our  naval  strength. 
You  will  never.  Sir,  think  that  trade  a 
prejudicial  one,  which  brings  home  the 
materials,  without  which  commerce  could 
neither  be  undertaken  nor  protected.  You 
will  think  that  trade  an  advantageous  one, 
which,  carried  on  entirely  in  British  ships^ 
employs  annually  170,000  tons  <tf  ship- 
ping. 

Popular  prejudices  prevail  against  con- 
tractors. 1  never  yet  heard  a  whisper 
raised  against  the  contractors  with  the  go- 
vernment for  hemp ;  the  navy  is  supplied 
with  this  useful  article  of  our  trade  on 
terms  as  reasonable  as  any  private  rope- 
maker.  We  have,  among  the  members  of 
the  Russia  Company,  names  as  distinguish- 
ed even  for  fortune  as  any  in  the  city; 
but  their  fortunes  were  either  inherited, 
or  acquired  by  that  gradual  industry  and 
economy  which  used  to  give  credit  to  the 
-name  of  merchant ;  they  are  not  fortunes 
acquired  by  the  plunder  of  government, 
by  rapine,  or  by  a  mad  spirit  of  enteipriae 
as  mischievous  to  society  as  either.  While 
I  am  recollecting  such  members  of  the 
Riisaia  Cottipaby,  I  cannot  but  place  a( 
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their  head  tte  veneraUe  Dame  of  Mr.  Net* 
tletOD,  our  governor,  who  has  posted  a 
loiiff  life*  eqiudly  respected  for  his  abilities 
a&d  integrity 9  who,  for  many  years,  hu 
found,  and  still  finds,  at  a  very  advanced 
Qge,  in  the  chair  of  the  Russia  Company, 
the    *  honestissimum   domiciiium   senec* 


I  have  now  laid  before  the  committee 
the  circumstances  of  the  Russia  trade, 
useful  to  the  community,  I  trust,  in  every 
branch  of  it;  exporting  annually  more 
than  SOO,OOOA  in  value  of  our  producto,  of 
which  sum  two*thirds  at  least  are  our  ma- 
nufactures, importing  chiefly  the  most  ne- 
cessary raw  materials.  The  manufiu^tures 
we  import  do  not  amount  to  more  than 
one-eighth  part  of  our  whole  importations, 
and  those  manufactures  of  a  coarse  qua- 
lity. Our  more  considerable  imports  are 
hemp,  iron,  flax,  tallow,  timber,  deals ;  all 
necessary  for  the  uses  even  of  the  lowest 
class  of  people,  not  one  offering  at  the 
shrine  of  luxury.  The  severity  of  a  Spar- 
tan government  would  have  given  counte- 
nance to  a  commerce  like  this. 

I  have  said  nothing  relating  to  the  sub- 
ject of  drawbacks  on  exportation,  as  I  am 
unwillins  to  take  up  the  time  of  the  com- 
mittee about  a  matter  which,  as  a  part  of 
the  general  subject,  was  considered  by 
Mr.  Glover.  One  of  our  witnesses,  Mr. 
Stratton,  has  informed  you,  that,  since  the 
taking  away  the  drawback  on  Russia  sail- 
cloth, consideriible  quantities  of  it  go  from 
Holland  to  our  colonies;  that  we  do  not 
bend  more  than  one  quarter  of  the  number 
of  pidces  we  used  to  export,  the  remain- 
ing three  quarters  are  now  an  aid  to  the 
jtrade  and  navigation  of  our  neighbours 
the  Dutch.  Such  a  fact  is  of  more  weight 
than  any  4U'gument ! 

It  is  time  dmt  I  conclude. — If,  Sir,  the 
-committee  are  convinced  that  the  suppo- 
sitions of  an  increased  importation,  and  of 
an  importation  on  too  low  duties,  are 
^groundless— that  our  importations  of  linen 
are  highly  serviceable  to  the  poor-^if  they 
think  that  any  alterations  in  the  state  of 
the  duties  on  Russia  linens,  might  haven 

•  tendency  to  check  a  very  beneficial  and 
increasing  eiriportation  of  our  own  manu- 
factures; and  an  importation  of  raw  mate- 

•  riak  advantageous  to  our  firtttsh  and  Irish 
manufiictures  of  linen,  and  essentially  ne- 
cessary to  our  navy  and  our  cbmmerce, 

•we  are  confident  we  can  haveiMfluDg  to 

•  fear. 


MnyVl.   OEheHdmeireiii  again  into 
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the  said  commi^^,  when  die  tbBsiiBg 
debate  took  place: 

Lord  Frederick  Campbett.  The  lof 
and  contintted  attention  which  has  bctt 
given  to  this  a&ir,  and  'llie  great  ombk- 

Suences  which  it  is  supposed  will  readt 
'om  it,  have  very  much  engaged  the 
minds  of  men  who  havie  thought  the» 
selves  interested.  Sir,  the  coarse  of  eii- 
dence  through  which  we  have  gone,  fav 
proved,  beyond  a  possibililv  of  doubt,  tbt 
the  linen  manufacture  of  both  Great  Bri* 
tain  and  Ireland  lias  greatly  dedined :  ti 
the  causes  of  this  decline,  itpinioos  hut 
been  various:  on  one  hand  it  is  asaeited 
to  be  owing  to  the  rivalship  of  foreigB 
linens ;  on  the  other,  that  it  nas  been  oc- 
casioned by  the  failures  of  credit.  Il 
would  carry  ase  too  far  to  go  mto  thos 
matters  at  present  Sii^  in  consequcMe 
of  this  dechne,  propositions  were  thouA 
of  to  support  it,  which .  unexpectcl% 
raised  a  general  and  very  extraordioiij 
alarm:  gebtlemen  concerned  for  tk 
woollen  and  other  manufiictares  of  tk 
kingdom  were  frightened,  lest  the  gn« 
staple  of  tlie  kin^om  should  suffer,  h 
consequence  of  this  unexpected  slam  tbt 

E repositions  designed  to  be  msde  wot 
lid  aside,  and  instead  of  ihem,  I  siaB 
now  make  a  motion,  which,  upon  tbeoMrt 
mature  deliberation,  I  appreheod  «i 
meet  with  no  opposition:  it  it,  Sir, 
**  That  a  bounty  or  three  hal^eoce  per 
yard  be  given  on  the  export  of  Bw 
and  Irish  linens,  painted,  stained,  « 
printed."  I  moA  remark.  Sir,  that  tbif 
IS  no  new  proposition,  it  was  a  booatt 
given  mkny  years  ago,  and  not  diicoB- 
tinued  till  the  year  1756 ;  for  what  itastf 
I  kndw  not;  it  is  not  particular  dtiierti 
Ireland  or  Scotland,  -it  ts  meant  to  be  to 
British  and  Irish  in  general.  Ibis  is » 
reasonable  a  point,  luid  so  little  openti 
the  opposition  which  was  made  to  tbe  sqH 
posea  propositions,  that  I  apprehend,  Sir, 
It  is  impassible  for  any  gentleiDsn,  upoi 
such  pnnciples,  to  declare  ugsinU  it;< 
can  raise  no  fears  of  retaliation  fnm  (o' 
reign  princes,  no  duties  are  aaked  hr^ 
other  manufiaeture  can  suller;  ia  svonL 
^is  idea  goes  merely  to  the  support  of  tbe 
distressed  manufacturers  of  ScotlssdaM 
Ireland,  who  arein sodi « ooodictoD,^ 
nrilesB  something  is'done,  I  know  not  wv 
fiital'^onsequenoes-may  flow'ftoiD  it^^ 
Lord  Beamdump,  I  rise^  Sir,  ^^^^ 
-te  mothm  Hinade  'by  aay  iMiUs  #im 
vriiieh  a^psktfsto  me  to  besop«M7 
aiMip  anroidin  «f«yi"»* 
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and  oonfleqoeaoe  Ukf  tins  hm$t  «vil»  thai  I 
do  Dot  apprebeod  any  oppontion  will  be 
.  made  to  li.    Tbe  noble  lonil  bw  menikmed 
propoMtioBB  wliic^  were  suppesad  to  be 
necessary  for  re-inslatiog  the  menufae- 
tures  of  Scodand^aad  Iitdbod,  but  whidi 
have  been  hud  aside  from  fiadinf  b^w 
strongly  they  were  contested :  the  present 
idea  is  very  small,  compared  to  what  the 
necessity  of  the  case  seems  to  require; 
but  still,  that  something  should  be  done, 
appears  so  clearly,  diat  even  this  small 
ipatter  of  encouragement  is  wished  for« 
I  must,  recid  to  the  minds  of  gentlemen 
the  miserable  slate  of  Ireland,  to  which  I 
shall  more   particularly  confine   myself, 
having  opportunities,  from  my  coanec* 
lions,  of  gaining  information  diat  can  be 
depended  upon.    Sir,  the  decline  in  the 
great  staple  of  that  kingdom;  the  only 
staple,  has  baen  proved  sufficiently  dear 
at  your  bar :  the  number  of  looms  unem^ 
ployed  is  imm^ise ;  emigrations  to  Ame- 
rica are  ahirming  to  a  high  degree;  for 
let  it  not  be  forgotten,  that  these  emigra- 
tions are  from  the  Protestant  part  of  the 
kingdom^  and  consequently,  that  you  are 
doubly  weakened  by  them.    When  po- 
verty and  distress  are  coming  so  fast  upon 
the  most  industrious  part  of  the  kingdom, 
that  they  are  forced  to  leave  it  to  take  re- 
fuge  in  other  countries,  carrying  with 
them  their  skill,  their  industry,  and  even 
the  implements  of  their  business;  when 
this  is  plainly  and  nncontroverttbly  proved 
to  be  the  case,  how  any  gentleman  can  be 
against  giving  thia  small  assistance,  in 
order  to  nrevent  so  gre^t  an  evil,  I  cannot 
readily  tnink;  and  I  therefore  suppose, 
and  hope,  that  the  proposition  will  meet 
withgeneral  approbation. 

Lord  Nwih.  I  think.  Sir,  that  the  mo- 
tion of  the  noble  lord  contains  a  proposi- 
tion very  reasonable,  in  its  present  form ; 
the  distress  of  the  linen  manufacture  in 
the  three  kingdoms  has  certainly  been 
proved  in  the  dearest  manner;  but,  Sir,  I 
must  observe  one  thing  which  I  think  verv 
cflsential  in  the  gene^  enquiry,  though 
perhaps  not  particularly  bearing  against 
the  present  proposition ;  it  is  that  the  gen- 
tlemen who  hav€r  patronized  this  matter, 
have  totally  fiiiled  in  4he  first  thing  which 
they  attempted  to  prove;— that  the  de- 
cJine  of  the  linen  manufacture  was  owing 
to  the  increased  importation  «f  foreign 
linens;  that  amtter  has  totdly  failed 
ihem.  It  has,  on  the  contrary,  been 
clearly  proved,  fipom  authentic  papers  and 
evidence,  that  the  importation^  of  foreign 
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IS  daereased  in  a  gveftler  pi'opa^^ 
tSon  even  than  <he  dedine  of  the  Scoteh 
and  Irish  manofiurture;  conaeiiUentJ^  tha| 
part  of  the  enquiry  fiJIs  entttely  to  the 
gf onnd.  Now,  Sir,  as  to  the  pieseat  pro« 
position,  Qoaaidering  it  as  an  dd  boantjf 
revived^  for  the  snspension,  of  w^eh  I  see 
BO  jpood.  raason;  I  must  own  it  appeaii 
perfectly  reasonable;  and  as  the  bounty 
given  aheady  upon  pkin  linens,  behigexi« 
tended  to  the  same  floanufactuve  in  a  moM 
improved  state,  is  consistent  with  aound 
prmciples  of  commerce,  I  shall  not  be 
against  it.  Indeed,  it  appean  to  be  rather 
absurd,  to  give  a  bounty  vpon  die  expoil 
of  a  fobric  in  a  lower  sti^,  and  not  gii« 
it  upon  the  export  when  improved  by  iiu> 
tber  maaafacture;  this  condnct  appeara 
to  be  contrary  to  first  principles.  Bat, 
Sir,  there  is  a  ikriber  enquiry  in  this  a£> 
fair,  which  is,  what  damage  may  from  this 
bounty  accrue  to  our  printed  cottons?  If 
it  sbould  have  the  effect  of  injariag  ihosa 
fabrics,  it  will  prove  a  sufficient  reason 
against  it;  but  that  ohistbe  matter  of  e««* 
dienoe.  No  bounty  most  be  expected  io 
return  upon  them,  for  they  at  preseat  can 
support  themselves  withont  a  bevnty;. 
The.  matter  is  therefore  phnniy  this,  if  the 
proposition  is  perfectly  reasonable,  I  think 
'  it  should  be  granted,  provided  it  is  proved 
that  it  will  not  destroy  another  manufiic* 
tnre. 

Governor  Pownall.  The  propostiNHi 
now  made1>y  the  noble  lord,  is  so  for  sbovt 
of  what  was  expected,  and  the  ground  for 
our  consideratU}n  is  so  narrowed,  that  1 
cannot  trouble  the  committee  with  any 
thing  on  the  generd  subject,  on  whidi  I 
had  much  te  'say ;  and  I  shall  trouble  k 
with  very  little  on  the  present  question,  aa 
there  can  be  but  Kttle  said  on  it. 

At  the  same  time  that  I  state  how  the 
ground  now  stands,  it  may  not  be  impro- 
per to  remind  the  committee  how  it  stood 
when  the  matter  was  first  agiuted.  The 
avowed  purposes  for  which  this  enquiry 
was  instituted,  gave  great  darm  to  the 
landed  interest  of  thiscountrv:  at  a  time 
when  they  knew  that  the  wodlenmanlifiic- 
ture  of  this  kingdom  had  been  for  some 
time  under  a  gradual  dedine  (it  had  in  the 
yeare  1772  and  177S  sufiiered  a  violent 
shock,  and  remainsatpreBent  undera  very 
critioal  check,)  they  were  not  a  little  snr« 
prised  diat  the  linen  manufocture  alona 
shoidd  seem  to  dettiand  our  attention ;  that 
that  branch  done  should  claim  our  rdieC 
tfedons-of  this  competition,  and  consciom 
itf  lhi$  iimportanoe  of  thdr  own  hitemH 
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they  formed  a  meeting  to  watch  the  mo« 
tioDs  of  this  measure,  and  they  ooneulted 
and  united  with  the  commercial  interests 
«f  ^is  country. 

The  gentlemen  of  tlie  meeting  not  only- 
attended  erery  step  of  the:bu8ine8s  of  this 
committee,  but  carefully  re-examined, 
from  time  to  time,  the  whole  state  of  the 
evidence  given  in  the  several  papers  and 
accounts  laid  before  the  committee ;  and 
also  that  given  by  the  persons  examined 
mi  the  bar.  This  matter  was  not  consid^- 
cd  by  them,  nor  examined  in  any  partial 
view,  either  as  to  the  obj^t,  or  With  any 
national  prejudices.  The  wiiole  state  of 
our  mamuactures  were  considered  by  this 
meeting,  as  being  part  of  the  general  into* 
rest  of  Great  -Britain.  The  ground  of 
complaint,  whereon  the  application  has 
b^n  made,  was  fully  enquired  into,  the 
reason  of  the  relief  sdught,  and  the  efiect 
it  would  have,  was  duly  weighed.  If  we 
had  been  convinced  that  there  was  eround 
whereon  to  state  any  distress  in  tlS  linen 
manufacture,  pecnhar  to  that,  and  not 
common  to  the  rest,  we  were  disposed,  we 
were  determined,  to  give  our  weight;  if 
any  means  had,  or  could  have  been  pro- 
posed, which  might  give  relief  thereto, 
without  hurting  the  woollen  or  other  ma-* 
liufactures  of  this  country,  without  giving 
further  preferences  against  these,  we  wish- 
ed to  consider  it.  That  which  had  been 
proposed  we  could  not  acquiesce  in ;  nor, 
upon  mature,  dispassionate,  and  impartial 
investigation  of  the  matter,  could  we  find 
any  peculiar  case,  as  a  just  ground  of  the 
complaint. 

We  then,  in  a  general  view,  considered 
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of  that  profit ;  if  the  fiibric  when  it  conei 
to  market  is  to  sell  upon  a  par  with  other 
fabrics  of  the  like  nature ;  or  if  the  msia* 
facturer  is  to  have  such  a  share  of  the  priK 
fit  as  he  can  live  upon,  and  the  deficiencj 
of  the  price  is  to  be  made  out  by  boantiei 
paid  by  the  commanity  at  large,  that  n^ 
nufiicture,  however  it  may  answer  the  par- 
ticular local  profits  for  a  time,  can  never 
convert  to  national  purposes  in  general,  or 
upon  the  whole. 

1  should  now  have  fully  considered  tke 
nature  of  duties  laid  upon  foreign  linens, 
by  way  of  giving  preference  to  our  ovn. 
I  should  have  considered  every  eacouriipe- 
ment  that  these  have  had,  and  the  elect 
and  <^ration  of  such;  and  shonldhove 
shewn,  that,  contrary  to  the  spuritofsli 
former  parliaments,  in  the  year  174?,  the 
idea  was  first  taken  ud,  and  carried  into 
execution,  of  making  foreign  linens  cooe 
dear  to  the  poor  consumer,  because  oar 
own  manufacturers  could  not  make  tbeo 
cheap.  It  is,  however,  auifiaient  at  pr^ 
sent  to  say,  that  under  the  advaatiigei 
which  the  British  and  Irish  linen  maoo- 
faeture  has  had,  it  has  increased  to  a  tcij 
great  degree,  so  as  to  obtain  more  than  sd 
equal  share  in  the  commerce  of  this  coop* 
try,  as  to  the  consumption  of  linens.  Of 
4/9  millions  of  yards  of  linen,  which  tail 
the  total  amount  of  our  commerce  in  thii 
article,  32  millions  are  of  British  and  Imh 
fabric ;  25  millions  of  foreign ;  22  million 
of  home-made  manufacture  are  consnaed 
within  the  kingdom,  17  of  the  foreign,  10 
millions  and  three-quarters  of  the  Britiib 
and  Irish  manufacture  go  into  our  exports, 
7  millions  and  a  half  oSy.of  the  for&p', 


those  principles  from  which  the  establish- .  and  this  I  think  I  may  venture  to  affinn  ii 


inent  of  all  manufactures  must  derive.  If 
they  are  so  grounded  as  to  be  profitable 
to  (the  manufacturer,  and  advantageous  to 
the  community,  they  must  be  such  as  to 
employ  the  poor,  to  maintain  those  they 
employ,  to  create  a  stock  of  profitable  la* 
hour  in  the  community ;  and  that  stock 
should  be  such  as  may  be  converted  to 
national  purposes...  On  these  grounds  we 
examined  the  state  of  the  linen  manufac- 
ture. 

I  should  here  have  gone  into  a  full  state 
of  thb  object,  its  progress  and  advance* 
nent :  it  will,  however,  be  sufficient  to  ob- 
serve, that  a  fabric,  where  it  is  not  ifound* 
ed  on  materials  of  the  land  where  that  fa* 
brie  is  established,  but  upon  a  foreign  ma- 
terial, which  comes  so  dear;  and  takes  such 
a  share  of  the  profit  of  the  fabric,  that  a 
{Di^ufactarer  oumot  bftve  bk  proportion 


a  very  good  share  of  that  oranch  of  busi* 
ness. 

The  nature  of  the  question  now  po- 
posed  confines  tbe  debate  simply  to  the  ar- 
ticle of  bounties,  and  to  those  1  shall  no* 
more  particularly  confine  myself.  Aa 
bounties  should  be  only  temporary,  as  tbey 
are  only  given  as  a  help  to  ike  outset  of 
an  infant  manu&cture;  if  I  may  o»tbe 
expression,  they  are  as  a  go>cart  to  the  in* 
fant  that  it  not  yet  able  to  stand  on  lus 
own  legs ;  but  if  that  chikl  is  kepttooioog 
in  a  go-cart,  is  will  go  upon  crutchei  ai 
long  as  it  lives.  Let  us  see  how  theftct 
stands  as  to  this»  In  tiie  year  1742,  boon- 
ties  were  first  given  to  the  home  lioeona* 
nufacture,  for  seven  ^ears ;  three  y^  *' 
terwards  they  were  enlaiged  and  exteaded. 
In  174d,thouehtbemanuft(;tttrehadgroffB 
up  ooDsidemly  in  bi|lk|  yet  not  hffi"! 
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grown  proportionably  in  strength,  those 
boanties  were  contiaued  for  severid  years 
longer.  The  manufocture  continued  in« 
creasing  in  size  and  interest,  but  still  be- 
ing of  ji  poor  and  weakly  constitution, 
though  it  get  out  of  its  gD->cart,  it  was 
obliged  in  the  year  1756,  to  be  put  upon 
crutches.  And  it  has  ^rown  taller  and 
taller,  we  have  been  obliged  from  time  to 
time,  to  lengthen  out  these  crutches,  and 
it  will  go  upon  them  to  the  end  of  its  ex-' 
istence. 

ViewiDff  bounties,  as  they  affect   the 
•tate  of  tne  manufacture's  account;  as 
a$  they  begin  it  with  a  false  credit,  the 
balances  will  be  continually  false;  and 
they  never  will  afterwards  be  able  to  rec- 
tify them.    This  is  the  actual  state  and 
operation  of  the  bounties  on  the  linen  ma- 
nufacture ;    for  though  they  have  increas- 
ed under  them  to  a  very  great  degree,  yet 
we  are  continually  receiving  repeated  ap- 
plication for  further  aqd  further  preferences 
and  bounties,  which,  however,  never  will 
be  adequate  to  the  purpose.    As  a  manu- 
facture, so  far  as  it  is  founded  on  an  original 
radical  defect  (the  establishing  it  on  a  fo- 
reign material,  that  comes  too  dear  to  be 
soi  wrought  up  by  the  home  manufacturer, 
as  to  be  brought  to  market  upon  the  ge- 
neral scale  of  prices),  must  always  have 
the  balance  against  it :  so  far  as  a  manu- 
facture is  founded  on  the  native  produce 
of  the    country  where    it  is  established, 
there  it  may  be  beneficial,  and  every  en- 
couragement that  can  ought  to  be  given 
to  it. 

As  to  this  particular  bounty  that  is  now 
applied  for,  the  home  manufactures  did 
possess  it,  from  the  first  establishment  of 
bounties  till  the  year  1756.  From  expe- 
rience it  was  found  to  operate  as  a  pre- 
ference against  the  cotton  manufactures  of 
X*ancashire.  The  manufacturers  there- 
fore of  that  branch,  though  they  did  not 
want  a  bounty,  yet  applied  to  have  a  share 
of  this,  in  order  to  avoid  that  preference. 
The  manufacturers,  rather  than  submit  to 
give  them  a  share,  chose  to  drop  it ;  and, 
till  the  year  1770,  went  on  very  well  with- 
out iL  In  that  year  they  applied  to  have 
it  restored  to  them ;  but  it  was  found,  if 
the  ^Lancashire  people  were  to  share  with 
them,  that  it  was  impracticable;  and 
therefore  it  was  again  aropped  upon  the 
very  ground  that  I  apprehend  this  present 
committee  will  reject  the  proposal. 

We  have  already  a  very  great  and  ad- 
vantageous trade  in  the  linen  printing :  if 
this  bounty  should  operate  to  any  effect  at 


all,  I  mm  I  have  mv  suspicions,  that  It 
may,  in  some  parts  of  the  country,  be  oar** 
ried  on  by  printing  foreign  linens,  ai^d  re* 
ceiving  the  bounty  on  them  as  home  noaau* 
factures.  The  operation  of  the  bounty,  in 
such  case.then,  would  only^  be  the  remov*  ' 
ing,  the  ruining  the  printmg  manufacture 
which  we  have  at  present,  by  setting  up 
some  other,  which  would  be  carried  on 
under  a  bounty,  instead  of  paying  a  con* 
siderable  revenue  to  government,  as  the 
present  does.  If  this  bounty  should  ba 
extended  to  cottons  also,  which  do  not 
want  it,  it  might  tend  to  distress  the  East* 
India  trade  of  callicoes,  wliich  trade  wantv 
the  assistance  of  parliament  as  much  aa 
any  other  that  I  know*  Considering, 
therefore,  this 'bounty  now  proposed  as  in- 
capable of  having  any  essential  good  effisct^ 
and  as  liable  to  many  bad  ones,  I  must 
give  my  negative  to  it. 

Sir  WiUiam  Meredith,  It  has  been  very 
truly  stated  that  the  bounty  now  asked 
was  once  granted  by  parliament,  but  dis-  ^ 
continued.  It  is  asked  why  ?  1  apprehend^ 
because  it  was  found  to  clash  witn  another 
manufacture,  that  of  cotton.'  The  manu- 
facturers of  cotton  asked  no  bounty,  but 
the  bounty  upon  printed  linens  gavea  pre« 
ference  above  the  cottons,  which  destroyed 
the  export  trade  of  the  latter.  The  advo* 
cates  for  the  bounty  upon  iSic^s  knew  so 
well  that  the  competition  lay  betwixt  that 
manufacture  and  the  cotton,  that  rather 
than  consent  to  an  equal  bounty  upon  print- 
ed cotton,  they  relinquished  that  upon  print- 
ed linen.  The  object  of  this  bounty  is  to 
give  an  export  to  our  colonies  and  to  the 
coast  of  Africa  for  printed  linen.  Four 
different  sorts  of  washing  goods  are  sent  to 
these  two  places ;  India  callicoes,  Silesia 
printed  linens,  British  printed  linens  and 
cottons.  In  every  cargo  the  merchant  is 
obliged  to  make  part  of  his  assortments  of 
chintz  and  Gernfan  linens,  the  Africans 
and  Americans  both  preferring  those  linens 
to  the  other  two  sorts ;  and  they  would 
refuse  to  deal  with  our  merchants  at  all, 
without  a  certain  quantity  of  them,  and 
that  quantity  is  not  a  yard  more  than 
the  merchant  is  of  necessity  bound  to 
send,  for  he  has  longer  credit  upon 
the  cotton  and  British  linens,  than  upon 
the  East-India  or  German  linens;  the 
quantity  therefore  of  the  two  last .  ar* 
tides  cannot  be  diminished,  and  of  con- 
sequence the  only  competition  will  be  be- 
twixt the  printed  linens,  and  the  cottons 
manufactured  in  Lancashire.  The  bounty 
which  amounts  to  above  15  per  cent.  wUl 
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ghre  «  certain  fixed  prefeience  to  the  one, 
et  the  expeace  Mid  to  the  mm  of  the 
other.  Experience  has  shewn  that  tl|ia 
bimnty  had  that  effect  before,  and  the  same 
cause  that  prerented  the  continuance, 
must  now  prevent  a  revival  of  it. 

The  Lord  Advocate.  That  the  present 
measure  could  not  aAct  the  woollen  ma- 
Ikufactare,  is  a  point  so  clear  that  I  have 
not  heard  any  person  even  apprehensive 
of  it;  the  point  thai  alone  deserves  to  be 
Considered  is,  the  supposed  competition 
with  some  Manchester  goods  ;  but  surely 
it  must  be  apparent  that  this  is  merely 
ideal.  Linen  will,  in  the  foreign  marlcet, 
Come  in  competition  with  linen,  long  before 
>  cotton  can  nave  any  thing  to  do  in  the 
case ;  foreign  linens  printed,  painted,  &c. 
have  at  present  a  sale  in  our  colonies, 
owing  to  their  being  sold  cheaper  than 
our  own  J  the  thing  thev  wanted,  and 
which  it  IS  supposed  this  bounty  will  ef- 
fect, is  to  give  our  linens  a  share  in  this 
market ;  that  is  the  evident  and  the  only 
comjietition ;  and  as  to  any  rivalship  be- 
tween these  linens  and  the  Manchester 
cottons,  it  is  merely  ideal. 

General  Contoay.  If  the  present  situ- 
ation of  Ireland  is  consider^,  it  will,  I 
apprehend,  be  allowed  by  every  gentle- 
man, that  something  ought  to  be  done  to 
encourage .  the  linen  manufacture.  Let 
Ae  policy  of  this  country  be  considered 
with  respect  to  the  treatment  of  that  king- 
dom. They  had  a  very  rising  woollen 
manufacture,  which  so  much  raised  your 
jealousy,  that  you  petitioned  king  WiK 
liam  against  it,  promising  to  come  into 
every  measure  for  encouraging  the  linen 
manufacture  of  Ireland  as  a  substitute  for 
their  woollen.  The  consequence  of  this 
event  was,  that  the  Irish  parliament,  in 
the  most  extraordinary  manner  in  the 
world,  commhted  suicide  upon  themselves, 
by  destroying  their  ^nrishmg  wobllen  ma- 
mifacture  in  order  to  go  the  more  into  the 
linen.  You  made  an  absolute  compact  with 
Ae  Irish  to  give  every  encouragement  to 
tiiatlinen,  unon  their  giving  up  their  woollen 
flibrics ;  ana  now,  that  very  licen  manu- 
fiicture  is  ^oing  to  ruin,  you  would  reject 
Aeir  petitions  for  verv  trifling  relief  Sir, 
I  wish  the  affiurs  of  Ireland  were  brought 
In  form  before  thb  House,  and  the  absur- 
dity of  layioff  such  restrictions  on  their 
trade  would  tnen  be  seen.  The  Irish  were 
not  to  export  woollen  manufactures ;  th/it 
threw  them  naturally  upon  the  export  of 
wool ;  then  cbmes  another  of  your  acts 
prohibitmg  that;   you  forced  them  mto 


die  linen  branch.  But  this  policy  vn 
weak;  bv  means  of  the  low  price  of  li- 
hour  in  Ireland,  they  enjoyed  a  risJD^ 
trade  in  camblets,  serges,  and  wooBen 
stufi ;  upon  the  puttingdown  thattrade,  the 
French  got  at  once  into  the  manu&cture; 
they  gained  it,  Ireland  lost  it,  and  you  got 
not  Gfll.  by  your  folly.  It  needs  no  argu- 
ment to  prove  this  absurdity,  and  the  &t 
is  known  to  all  the  world.  The  Irisb 
woollen  manufacturers  went  with  their 
art  to  France,  and  the  linen  manufactaren 
are  now  going  in  a  similar  manner  to 
North  America,  taking  their  machiDes 
with  them ;  a  plain  proof  of  what  thej  in- 
tend shall  be  their  employment  there. 
Sir,  the  state  of  that  kingdom  is  deplor- 
able, one-third  of  the  linen  manufactaren 
are  out  of  employment,  or  have  emigrated. 
The  distress  is  universal,  the  poor  are 
starving,  the  rents  of  the  lands  are  fiilleD 
and  daily  falling ;  in  a  word,  the  whole 
kingdom  is  in  distress.  Is  it  not  easj  to 
see  that  the  consequence  of  such  a  stite 
will  be  a  general  impoverishment  ?  And  it 
well  becomes  gentlemen  to  reflect,  thatia 
proportion  as  Ireland  grows  poor,  for  vaot 
of  encouragement  in  her  linen  manofic- 
ture,  in  just  such  proportion  must  the 
woollen  manufacture  of  England  8ufler,for 
want  of  ability  in  Ireland  to  boy  her 
cloths.  This  must  drive  the  Irish  tons* 
nufaptinre  wool  for  their  own  connimptioo, 
from  the  inevitable  necessity  arising  froo 
not  being  able  to  pay  for  any  other. 
Hence,  therefore,  the  prosperity  of  the 
woollen  trade  of  England  matenaily  (l^ 
pends  on  that  of  the  Knen  manufacture  of 
Ireland.  It  has  been  urged  that  die  d^ 
dine  is  owing  to  the  failure  of  credit;  hat 
its  beingrfek  before  that  failure,  is  aosirer 
enough  to  that  assertion,  and  no  other 
canse  except  the  rivalship  of  foreign  lio£8 
was  ever  thought  ofl 

Mr.  Rote  Fuller.  I  rise.  Sir,  only  to 
say  a  word  or  two  on  the  point  of  the  rents 
of'^Ireland  falling.  I  am  very  glad  to  bear 
it ;  for  the  distress  of  that  country  is  oviog 
more  to  the  rapacity  and  tyrannical  con- 
duct of  landlords^  than  to  the  dedioe  i 
•the  manufacture,  as  was  fully  proted  it 
your  bar,  when  you  heard  the  emigration 
consisted  as  much  of  husbandmen  bb  (^ 
manufacturers.  Besides,  Sir,  thiscai^ 
might  as  well  drive  away  the  latter  as  tie 
former,  since  most  of  the  manufaclur«f 
are  occupiers  of  land. 

Sir  George  Yonge.  The  great  poa» 
which  oueht  alone  to  influence  our  deter- 
mination  at  present  is,  wli 
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of  the  Cnen  fid>ric8  is  owing  to  the  import 
of  foreign  lineni.     Now,  Sr,  there  never 
was  an  axiom  in  geometry  more  clearly 
proved  than  the  contrary  position ;  and  this 
not  from  opinions,  but  authentic  Custom- 
house tables,  which  the  very  friends  of 
the  measure  themselves  produced ;  the  im- 
port of  linens  is  lessened  more  than  their 
manufactures:  in  a  word,  it  is  a  point  that 
will  admit  of  no  debate.    What  the  right 
hon.  eentleman  says,  of  the  manufacture 
feeling  the  decline  before  the  failure  of 
credit,  will  not  hold  water ;  it  is  from  a 
fallacious  splitting  of  years,  and  then  the 
fact  is  not  so ;  but  look  at  every  gear's 
export  in  their  own  tables,  and  see  if  any 
thing  can  speak  a  more  clear  and  decisive 
language;    take  year  by  year,  take  the 
average  of  any  number  of  years,  and  com- 
pare it  with  that  of  any  others ;  draw  what 
comparison  you  please  that  is  fair,  and  my 
assertion  will  be  found  true ;  but  as  to 
splitting  this  and  that  year,  and  comparing 
months  and  weeks,  it  is  ridiculous.    This 
great  part  of  the  enquiry,  therefore,  is  de- 
cisive ;  but,  Sir,  I  assert  that  there  has 
been  no  decline  to  authorise  an  application 
to  parliament ;  I  assort  that  there  is  not  a 
manufacture  in  this  kingdom  so  complete 
in  all  its  parts,  in  such  good  order,  and  so 
little  declined  as  the  linen  manufacture  of 
Scotland  and  Ireland ;  the  great  staple  of 
the  kingdom,  the  woollen  manufacture, 
has  reason  to  envy  it.    Every  one  of  the 
clothing  counties — and  it  is  a  fact  which  I 
pledge  myself  to  prove,  if  called  upon — 
are  now  declined  in  their  exports  more 
than  the  linen.    It  is  the  same  even  with 
the  hardware ;  go  to  every  manufacturing 
town  in  the  kingdom,  you  will  find  the 
same  complaints,  founded  on  the  most  au- 
thentic proofs ;  and  you  will  every  where 
find  the  date  o^  this  distress  to  be  June 
1772.     How  could  the  linen  manufacture 
expect  to  be  exempt  from  so  general,  so 
universal  a  calamity  ?    And  why  come'  to 
parliament  for  encouragement  in  conse- 
quence of  distress  which  must  in  the  nature 
of  things  remedy  itself?   Would  it  not  be 
a  most  injurious  neglect  of  all  other  manu- 
factures to  single  out  this  as  a  favourite 
one,  while  there  are  so  many  others  that 
deserve  your  attention  far  more,  though 
not  urged  by  noisy  complainants  i^t  your 
bar.    I  do  assert,  that  to  give  such  a  pre- 
ference would  be  contrary  to  all  principles 
of  commerce,  and  repugnant  to  common 
sense.      There  is  not  a  manufacture  in 
the  kingdom  that  now  enjoys  such  boun- 
ties as  the  linen ;  and  is  not  a  fresh  an4 
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so  ill-founded  an  application  a  proof  that 
the  more  you  do  for  it,  the  more  you  will 
be  teized  to  do  ?  I  call  it  an  ill  founded 
application,  because  the  cause  is  general 
to  all  manufactures,  and  therefore  to  prove 
distress,  which  is  common  to  every  fabric, 
is  proving  nothing  to  the  purpose — an 
observation  which  is  an  answer  to  all  the 
pathetic  descriptions  we  have  had  of  the 
state  of  Ireland  and  Scotland. 

Lord  George  Germain,  I  shall  be  for 
the  present  question,  not  because  I  think 
so  inconsiderable  a  bounty  as  4,000Z.  can 
have  any  great  effect,  but  because  it  will 
shew  the  people  that  this  House  gives  ear 
to  their  complaints,  feels  for  their  distress, 
and  is  ready  to  do  what  it  can  towards 
their  relief;  I  should  mean  it  rather  as  an 
encouragement  to  'keep  uu  their  spirits, 
and  as  a  proof  of  our  gooo-will,  than  an 
effectual  cure  for  their  misfortunes.  But 
1  wish  the  right  hon.  member  near  me 
(general  Conway)  would  bring  the  general 
a&irs  of  Ireland, -relative  to  our  restrictions 
on  their  trade,  before  this  House,  that  they 
mieht  undergo  a  full  revision,  and  be  duly 
and  clearly  considered ;  as  I  am  confident 
that  then  you  would  find  it  not  only  right, 
but  necessary,  to  make  some  very  consi- 
derable alterations  in  your  policy  of  ma- 
naging the  trade  of  that  kingdom. 

Mr.  Dempster.  It  being  proved,  that 
by  granting  the  bounty  now  moved  for  on 

Srintod  linen,  no  injury  whatsoever, will  be 
one  to  the  cotton  manufacture,  it  would 
be  mis-spending  the  time  of  the  Commit- 
toe  to  say  one  word  more  on  that  subject. 
It  has  also  been  proved,  that  those  who 
are  concerned  for  tne  woollenshave  nothing 
to  apprehend  from  this  bounty.  I  should 
not,  therefore,  have  presumed  to  trouble 
the  Committee,  but  for  what- has  fallen 
from  the  hon.  gentleman,  who  thinks  the 
cotton  manufactory  will  not  only  suffer, 
but  will  suffer  by  unfair  means.  He  speaks 
of  engagements  hetween  the  cotton  and 
linen  manufacturers  to  make  a  common 
cause,  and  to  accept  of  no  advantage  but 
what  should  be  equally  beneficial  to  both ; 
this  insinuation,  I  confess,  hurts  me.  En- 
gagements ought,  and  with  me  shall  "ever 
be  sacred:  but,  in  the  first  place,  I  know 
of  no  engagement  In  the  next,  I  must 
call  the  hon.  gentleman's  attention  to  the 
circumstances  which  have  given  rise  to 
the  present  motion  for  a  bounty  on  printed 
linen.  Early  in  the  session,  when  the 
Committee  was  moved  for,  the  gentlemen 
concerned  for  the  woollens  took  the  alarm,  . 
and  though,  in  my  conscience^  I  think  tha 
t4E] 
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alarm  groundless,  yet  it  has  detennined 
them  to  oppose  every  encotiraeefnent  in- 
tended to  be  asked  for  the  relief  of  tlie 
linen  manufacture :  the  House  is  thereby 
divided  into  two  parties,  and  in  aeontest  be- 
tweien  linen  and  woollen  1  need  not  tell  the 
hon.  gentleman  on  which  side  the  majority 
lies :  the  balance  on  this,  as  on  most  other 
occasions,  is  in  the  hands  of  the  noble  lord 
(North)  who  sits  near  him.  That  noble 
lord  declares  he  will  consent  to  no  addi- 
tional duties  being  laid  upon  foreign  linen, 
but  will  concur  in  a  bounty  on  pointed  and 
painted  linen,  if  we  will  be  contented  to 
accept  of  that  relief  only.  The  state  of 
the  cohon  manufactory  not  being  before 
the  Housv%  and  there  appearing  no  neces- 
sity for  a  farther  encouragement  to  it,  the 
noble  lord,  as  administrator  of  our  finances!^ 
does  not  think  himself  warranted  to  be- 
stow upon  it  any  of  the  money  of  the  state. 
In  this  situation  of  things,  does  the  hon. 
gentleman  really  think  tlie  friends  of  the 
linen  manufacture  could  either  refuse  the 
assistance  offered  by  the  noble  lord,  or 
contend  for  its  extension  to  cotton  ?  I  am 
persuaded  he  does  not ;  and  I  trust  we 
shall  stand  justified  in  his  opinion  for  the 
conduct  we  have  held. 

Another  circumstance,  not  adverted  tp 
by  the  hon.  gentleman,  is  the  very  differ- 
ent state  of  the  present  laws  relative  to 
linen  and  cotton  printed  cloth  manufac- 
tured at  home.  As  the  law  now  stands, 
too  printed  cotton,  other  than  the  manufac- 
ture of  Britain,  can  be  worn  in  this  king- 
dom. The  wear  of  all  others  is  forbidden 
by  positive  statute.  The  cotton  therefore 
already  enjoys  a  monopoly  over  the  whole 
island ;  the  law  admits  no  rival  to  it ;  but 
printed  foreign  linens  may  be  lawfully 
worn  at  home  as  well  as  printed  British 
and  Irish  linens.  Give  us  the  exclusive 
sale  at  home,  and  I  will' answer  for  it,  the 
noble  lord  will  withdraw  his  motion  for 
this  paltry  bounty,  and  be  well  satisfi^ 
with  the  exchange. 

Sir,  I  must  say  a  few  words  on  the  doc- 
trine maintained  in  the  present  debate  by 
other  gentlemen  who  oppose  this  motion ; 
I  do  not  hope  thereby  to  make  many  con- 
verts to  my  opinion :  gentlemen  have 
taken  their  sides;  the  fate  of  the  day  is 
already  determined ;  but  I  have  often  ob- 
servea  that  truth  finds  its  way  at  last  in 
this  House ;  and  however  imperfectly  I 
may  explain  myself  to  the  Committee,  if 
what  I  advance  be  true,  I  have  no  doubt 
it  will  strike  other  gentlemen  who  have 
aaore  abilitiesi  better  talents,  and  more 
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audtority  to  inforce  usefifl  trurtn  than  I 
can  pretend  to.  I  have  beard  it  frequem. 
ly  asserted  in  the  course  of  this  proceed- 
ing, that  there  may  be  danger  in  encoa- 
raging  our  own  manufactures  ;  that  thoK 
rtf  foreign  states  deserve  a  preferenct; 
and  that,  to  promote  the  sale  of  ?our 
woollens  abroad,  you  should  discourage 
the  increase  of  every  manufacture  with 
which  such  foreign  states  can  supply  yoa 
in  return  for  your  woollens;  and  it  has 
been  particularly  ureed  as  an  ar^unient 
against  encouraging  the  linen  manufacture 
that  the  raw  materials  of  which  it  is  msde 
come  from  abroad ;  and  that  the  manufac- 
ture is  not  a  natural  one.  Sir,  if  th»e 
doctrines  are  true,  I  am  to  learn  roy  rudi- 
ments of  the  policy  of  this  commercial 
kingdom.  Hitherto  I  have  understood, 
that  the  acquisition  of  a  new  manufacture, 
or  the  encouragement  of  an  old  one,  were 
favourite  objects  with  this  House:  tint 
whoever  applied  to  you  for  either  of  those 
purposes  never  failed  of  obtaining  your  sp- 
pronation,  nor  of  receiving  your  assistance. 
Could  the  petitioners  shew  that  a  sufficient 
quantity  could  be  made  at  home  to  supply 
our  consumption,  yo.u  would  grant  tiiem  t 
prohibition  on  the  foreign ;  but  if  the  ma- 
nufacture was  (like  the  linen)  of  tim 
growth,  then  you  contented  yourselres 
with  imposing,  by  way  of  regnlation,  sudi 
duties  as  would  give  in  the  market  a  cleir 
preference  to  the'  home  manufectnre. 
Formerly,  Sir,  irith  the  care'andskiUof 
true  physicians,  you  felt  the  pulse  as  it 
were  of  the  manufacture,  and  if  youfoand 
it  either  stinted  or  languishing,  ym  che- 
rished it  with  cordials  till  its  strength  id 
vigour  were  restored.  Let  me  remind  the 
Committee  of  the  progress  of  your  laws  in 
relation  to  the  woollen  trade,  to  yocr 
hardware,  to  your  silk,  your  glass,  p^ 
cotton,  in  short  to  all  your  manufactnns 
without  a  single  exception,  but  in  thecal 
of  this  hard-fated  and  unfortunate  tnsna. 
factufe  of  linen,  now  the  subject  of  o«r 
debate.  I  have  been  taught  too,  that  tlw 
House  never  wiS  over  scrupuloas  or  in- 
quisitive from  what,  quarter  the  ra* 
material  of  the  manufacture  came:  f« 
I  have  been  told  that  your  finer  wool- 
len cloths  are  made  chiefly  of  wdoI  im- 
ported from  Spain.  I  know  your  cotton 
wool  comes  from  the  West-indies,  m 
your  raw  silk  from  the  East  Sweden  and 
Russia  furnish  you  largely^vrith  iron ;  ye^ 
to  all  those  manufactures  you  have  been 
liberally  and  wisely  profbse,  and  hate  la- 
vished ou  them  every  species  of  eDCoaraf^ 
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meD^duli^  b(ninltea»  prohibitaoiMl  with* 
•utboiiftdjk  , 

The  vooUett  nanufadore  not  only  had 
no  interest  in  opposing  the  bounty  now 
moved  for»  tiuthad  an  imniediase  and  direct 
intereal  in  aupportingit.  In  their  situatiOD» 
Sir,  I  ahottld  reason  thus:  our  wooUea 
inanu&cture  is  on  the  deoUne,  how  shall 
we  better  its  cooditioa  ?  Parliameot  has 
already  done  all  we  can  in  conscience  ask 
or  desire  for  it :  no  woollen  cloth  can  be 
ioiport'edy  no  wool  exported.  The  wod 
of  Ireland  must  be  sent  here,  and  no  where 
olse,  and  bvery  article  used  in  the  manu- 
factory  of  it  is  exempted  from  duties,  or 
favoured  with  draw-backs ;  nay,  the  very 
letters,  however  bulky,  which  convey  our 
patterns  from  the  manufacturing  towns 
to  the  canital,and  other  places,  are  charged 
only  witti  the  postage  of  a  single  letter. 
We  supply  not  only  England,  but  Scotland 
and  Irda'od  exclusively  with  our  dotbs. 
Having  secured  the  Scotch  and  Irish  for 
our  customers,  our  next  care  in  sound  po- 
licy must  be  to  enrich  them,  and  enaole 
them  to  buy « more,  and  pay  better:  for 
that  purpose  let  us,  for  our  own  sakes 
only  ^for  in  what  concerns  the  woollen 
manufacture  we  despise  the  ordinary  con* 
aiderations  of  justice  and  equity),  give 
them  every  encouragement  they  caii^destr^ 
for  their  linen :  by  this  means  we  may 
retard  their  emigrations  to  America,  and 
divert  their  attention  from  manufacturing 
for  their  own  use  the  wooFwith  wliich  their 
countries  abound.  Sir,  were  they  to  rea- 
son thus,  they  would  reason  sensibly  and 
le^cally,  they  would  act  on  principles  of 
soond  patriotism,  and  treat  the  two  great 
■Mttttlacturcs  of  these  kingdoms  as  sister, 
not  as  rival  maoAifactures;  they  would  put 
an  end  to  this  unnatural  war  of  the  belly 
and  the  members,  and  they  would  find  the 
good  of  the  whole,  can  alone  produce  pros* 
perity  to  the  separate  parU  of  the  state. 

The  noble  lord  (North)  who  spoke, 
though  &totly,  in  support  of  this  Resolu* 
taon,  said  he  did  not  attend  the  examina- 
tion of  the  evidence  concerning  it;  but 
from  what  he '  had  seen  on  your  minutes,* 
he  was  clearly  of  opinion  we  had  not 
proved  any  case.  With  all  due  deference 
to  the  noble  Jord,  1  am  inclined  to  think 
be  has  not  attended  much  more  accurately 
to  jjTour  minutes  tlnm  he  did  to<the  exami- 
ntion  of  the  witnesses,  othermse  I  ques* 
tion  much  if  be  would  have  haaarded  so 
strongman  assertion.  I  will  not  go  deeply 
into  this  point.  Sir,  but  i  must  insist  upon 
kyOwricsMisioo,Qleavly.provod#   I^liaU 


oa^  neutioii  two  facts,  wiiich  came  out 
firoo^  tho  witnesses  of  the  adverse  party  s 
aU  of  them,  Sir,  informed  you,  that  dow- 
las* or  shirting  for  the  lower  class  of  the 
people,  was  imported  from  abroad,  and 
sold  here  of  a  better  qualitj^,  and  at  a 
lower  price,  than  that  which  is  maaofiK^ 
tured  m  Englhnd.  What  elae  does  th«i 
prove,  Sir*  but  that  either  additional  du- 
ties must  be  laid  upon  the  foreign  dowlas, 
or  your  own  manmacture  of  it  m  undone  ? 
And  this,  Sir,  is  neither  a  Scotch  nor  an 
Irish  manufacture,  but  ^n  English  one,  in 
which  twentv  or  thirty  thousand  people 
have  formerly  (though  not  now)  been 
employed.  The  same  witnesses  proved,  in 
regard  to  diapers,  that  all  diapers,  at  and 
above  45  inches,  were  entered  at  the  same 
duty ;  and  that,  under  this  denomination^^ 
diapers  were  introduced  from  abroad  aa 
wide  as  60  and  70,  nay  80  inches.  Doe4 
this  abuse  require  no  remedy  i  or  would  it 
be  wrong  to  correct  so  gross  a  defect  and 
oversight  in  your  present  law  i 

And  now.  Sir,  m  regard  to  Ireland,  I 
shall  say  but  two  words ;  your  >faith  is  80» 
lemnly  pledged  to  that  kingdom,  and  you 
are  bound  to  give  every  encouragement  to 
its  linens,  which  you  think  fit  to  give  to 
your  own.  It  is  a  right  they  have  pur- 
chased'dear;  for  a  full  and  most  valuable 
consideration.  These  have.  Sir,  by  acta 
of  their  own  parliament,  stifled  and  8up# 
pressed  a  most  prosperous  manufactory  of 
woollen  cloth,  with  their  own  wool,  and  the 
low  wages  of  that  country  would  have 
enabled  them  to  carry  to  a  prodigious 
hei^L  I  speak  it  with  regret,  but  truth 
obliges  me  to  ideclare,  that  as  in  this  in- 
stance parliament  seems  determined  to 
treat  them  with  unkindoess,  so  on  former 
QccasioBS  it  has  treated  them  witl)  injustice. 

I  bi^  pardon.  Sir,  for  having  intruded 
ao  long  on  the  patience  of  the  committee : 
I  ahaUconclttde  with  reminding  you,  that 
the  ftte  of  thousands  of  our  roost  iiidua- 
trious  and  poor  fellow  subjecu  depends 
upon  ^  issue  of  the  present  question. 
For  though  the  bounty  moved  for  will  not 
he  a  con^te  rdief,  it  will  at  least  be  some 
comfort  to  them.  I  shall  therefore.  Sir, 
give  my  hearty  Tote  for  agreeing  to  the 
Resolution  moved  and  seconded  by  the 
two  noble  lords. 

The  Committee  divided :  for  the  Reao* 
lution  1^.  Against  it  6Ss.  A  motioa 
was  then  made,  <<  That  the  diairnian  do 
now  leave  the  chair,**  which  was  carried 
srithout  a  division ;  consequently  >  the  lines 
dropt  for  the  sessieni 


1159]  •     14.  GEORGE  HI. 


The  Kin^s  Message  rdMng  to  the  [1160 


The  King*s  Message  rdaHng  to  the  otU» 
fageous  Proceedings  at  Boston  in  the  Pro* 
vmce  of  Massackiuets  BayS]  March  ?• 
Lord  North  presented  the  foUoiving  Mes- 
sage from  his  Majesty : 
"  George  R. 

**  His  Majesty,  upon  infomiation  of  the 
unwarrantable  practices  which  have  been 
lately  concerted  and  carried  on  in  North 
America,  and  particularly  of  the  violent 
and  outrageous  proceedings  at  the  town 
and  port  of  Boston,  in  the  province  of 
Mntwachusets  Bay,  with  a  view  to  ob- 
structing the  commerce  of  this  kingdom, 
and  upon  grounds  and  pretences  imme- 
diately subversive  of  the  constitution  there- 
of, hath  thought  fit  to  lay  the  whole  mat- 
ter before  his  two  Houses  of  Parliament, 
fully  confiding  as  well  in  their  zeal  for  the 
maintenance  of  his  Majesty's  authority,  as 
in  their  attachment  to  common  interest 
and  welfare  of  all  his  dominions,  that  they 
will  not  only  enable  his  Majesty  effectually 
to  take  such  measures  as  may  be  most 
likely  to  put  an  immediate  stop  to  the  pre- 
sent disorders,  but  will  also  take  into  their 
most  serious  consideration',  what  further 
regulations  and  permanent  provisions  may 
be  necessary  to  be  established,  for  better 
securing  the  execution  of  the  laws,  and 
the  just  dependance  of  the  colonies  upon 
the  crown  and  parliament  of  Great  6ri* 
tain." 

Lord  North  at  the  same  time  presented 
to  the  House  th^  Papers  relative  to  the 
laid  outrageous  proceedings.  As  soon  as 
the  Message  had  been  read, 

Mr;  Rtce  rose,  and  af^er  remarking  on 
the  very  critical  situation  of  the  whole 
continent  of  North  America,  and  enlarg- 
ing on  the  imminent  necessity  there  was 
for  vindicating  the  controuling  right  of 
the  British  legislature  over  the  colonies, 
moved,  **  That  an  humble  Address  be 

S resented  to  his  Majesty,  to  return  his 
lajesty  the  thanks  of  this  House,  for  his 
Majesty's  gracious  Message;  and  for  the 
communication  his  Majesty  hath  been 
gvaciouslv  pleas^  to  make  to  this  House, 
of  several  Papers  relative  to  the  present 
state  of  some  of  his  Majesty's  colonies  in 
North  America:  to  assure  his  Majesty,that 
thih  HoQse  will,  without  delay,  proceed  to 
take  into  their  mosB^  serious  consideration 
his  Majei^y's  said  most  gracious  Message, 
together  with  the  Papers  accompanying 
the  same ;  and.  will  not  fail  to  exert  every 
means  in  their  power,  of  effectually  provid- 
»g  for  objects  so  important  to  the  general 
WeUarC;  as  naaintaining  the  djte  execution 


of  the  laws,  and  securing  the  joit  depen- 
dance of  his  Majesty's  colonies  opoo  tbe 
crown  and  parliament  of  Great  Britain." 

Lord  dare  said,  he  agreed  with  the  hon. 
gentleman,  ai^d  hoped  he  should  find  thii 
measure  carried  through  with  unanimity; 
he  should  therefore  second  the  motion. 

Mr.  Dotodestoell,  1  would  be  very  bt 
Gram  ofiering  any  thing  on  the  present  oc- 
'  casion,  which  might  wear  the  most  disunt 
appearance  of  opposition,  or  a  desire  ta  im- 
pede measures  of  such  high  considerstioo. 
Nevertheless,  I  cannot  consent  to  give  my 
voice,  by  any  means,  for  what  1  am  coo* 
vinced  in  my  soul  is  wrong ;  and  though  I 
do  not  mean  to  divide  the  Hoilse  on  any 
particular  opinion  I  may  entertain  on  tbe 
subject,  I  wish  to  have  it  understood,  tbiit 
I  do  not  approve  of  the  present  hasty,  ill* 
digested  mode  of  proceeding. 

Governor  P&omalL  I  think  themotioo 
for  an  address  extremely  proper,  as  it  on 
mean  no  more  than  to  return  thanks  to  hs 
Majesty  for  the  present  coromuotcation. 

Mr.  Edmund  Burke  desired  that  the 
entries  in  the  Journal  of  the  House,  of  tbe 
8th  of  November  1768,  the  dihof  May 
1769,the  9th  of  January  1770,  and  thelStb 
of  November  1770,  of  so  much  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's Speech  to  both  Houses,  and  of  tbe 
Address  of  this  House  thereupon,  si  re- 
lates to  the  state  of  his  Majesty's  goven- 
mentin  North  Ameripa,  might  be  read. 
And  the  same  were  read  accordingly* 
He  next  desired  the  Clerk  to  sesrchfor 
the  supposed  Resolutions  that  were  en* 
tered  into  by  the  House,  in  obedience  and 
conformity  to  this  communication  frosi 
the  throne ;  luid  none  being  to  be  foopd, 
he  resumed  his  speech :  Sir,  (addrewDg 
himself  to  the  Clerk)  I  am  thoroaghiytf* 
tisfied  of  your  integnty  and  assiduity  in  the 
discharge  of  the  station  you  now  fill;  bat 
however  high  you  may  stand  in  my  esti- 
mation, I  would  much  sooner  suppose  yos 
guilty  of  some  fatal  negligence,  which  not 
leaves  us  at  a  loss  for  those  proceedingSi 
than  presume  the  House  to  have  so  ttf 
foi^ot  its  duty  to  its  sovereign,  its  coun* 
try,  and  its  constituents,  as  to  omit  vbit 
was  so  strongly  recommended  toita  coofl- 
deratton  irom  the  throne,  as  i«*eU  ss  what 
was  in  its  nature  so  essential  to  our  ido6( 
important  interests.  And  even  yoo,  Sifi 
(to  the  ^8peaker)  I  should  not  besitste  to 
charge  as  guilty  of  some  improoer  cooduci 
on  this  occasion,  sooner  than  die  Houifr 

Mr.  SoiicUor  GeneraL  The  haoj«^ 
tleman  over  the  way  has  endeavoured  to 
entertaia  nt  with  oo'epigiam,  btfl  it  vinti 
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one  of  its  most  essential  requisites,  it  seems 
rather  too  long*  Foregoing  therefore  tbu 
wit,  which  here  comes  in  somewhat  unsea- 
sonably, I  should  imagine  that  the  grand 
(»bject  we  ought  to  labour  to  accompHbh, 
on  the  present  occasion,  would  be  unasi- 
mity.  The  voice  of  this  HbusC'Shuuld  be 
tbat  of  one  man.  It  is  not  what  this  ad- 
ministration has  done,  what  that  has 
omitted,  or  the  mixed  errors  of  a  third, 
that  we  are  now  to  consider.  It  is  not 
this  roan's  private  opinion,  or  that  man's ; 
the  particular  sentiments  of  this  side 
of  the  House,  or  the  other.  We  are 
arrived  at  a  certain  point,  and  the  Question 
now  is,  in  what  manner  we  shall  think 
proper  to  act.  The  proposed  Address  by 
no  means  precludes  us  from  giving  our 
opinions  freely,  vihen  the  matter  comes 
properly  before  us,  accompanied  by  the 
necessary  information.  Wnen  this  mfor- 
mation  is  iiroperlv  digested,  let  us  proceed 
coolly  ana  with  deliberation.  We  cannot 
yet  determine,  whether  the  dependence  in- 
sisted on  in  the  Message  may  be  proper  to 
be  vindicated  or  asserted.  We  cannot 
even  say  but  it  may  be  entirely  relin- 
quibhed.  We  do  not  pretend  to  judge 
what  sort  or  degree  of  connection  may  be 
necessary  to  be  kept  up  for  our  mutual  be* 
nefit.  It  perhaps  may  he  prudent  to  grant 
them  other  charted,  to  enlarge  those  they 
already  have,  or  to  enter  into  commercial 
regulations  different  from  those  which  at 
present  bind  them. 

Mr.  Edmund  Burke.  Theleamed  gen- 
tleman, who  has  now  held  forth  with  ao 
much  ingenuity,  and  so  ^reat  an  appear- 
ance of  candour,  has  left  his  epigram  liable 
to  the  same  -objection  which  he  made 
to  mine;  it  is  not  short  enough.  Besides, 
he  forgets  to  enumerate  one  of  the  qualities 
which  distinguish  an  epigram,  and  which 
mine  had ;  it,  1  think,  carried  a  sting  with 
it.  The  learned  gentleman  suggests  (and 
I  presume  he  speucs  from  authority)  that 
the  several  sovernments  in  America  mav 
be  new-modelled ;  ^at  connections  dif- 
ferent from  those  alrendy.e&isting  may  be 
formed,  and  commercial  resulations, 
planned  on  another  scale,  take  pUce. 
But  I  will  venture  to  inform  him,  that  an 
English  ^vemment  must  be  administered 
in  the  spirit  of  one,  or  it  will  that  moment 
cease  to  exist.  As  soon,  I  say,  as  the  civil 
goveraroent  of  those  colonies  shall  depend 
for  support  on  a  military  power,  the  former 
will  be  tbat  moment  at  an  eqd.  The  spirit 
of  English  legislation  is  uniform,  perma- 
jieot,  and  universal;  it  must  execute  it- 


self, or  no  power  under  heaven. will  be 
able  to  effect  it. — Here  Mr.  Burke  en- 
tered into  an  historical  detail  of  the  weak- 
ness and  violence,  the  ill-timed  severity 
and  lenitv,  the  irresolution  at  one  time, 
and  the  invincible  obstinacy  at  another, 
the  ari^ogance  and  meanness  of  the  several 
administrations,  relative  to  their  conduct 
towards  the  Americans  for  the  lat^t. seven 
years.  He  observed,  with  some^  degree 
of  severity,  on  the  act  of  political  indem- 
nity, proposed  by  the  learned  gentleman, 
and  his  endeavours  to  coufouqd  all  parties, 
as  equally  involved  in  the  cause  of  the 
present  confusions  now  prevailing  in  that 
country,  contending  that  all  dissentions, 
occasioned  by  the  attempt  to  levy  a  tax 
there,  gave  way  to  perfe;pt  tranquillity  on 
the  repeal  of  the  Sump  Act.  » 

Lord  George  Germain.  The  hon.  gen- 
tleman who  spoke  last  has  taken  great 
pains  to  expose  the  conduct  of  different 
administrations,  and  to  extol  those  who 
advised  tlie  repeal  of  the  Stamp  Act.  For 
my  part,  howev^^  great  the  abilities  and 

good  intention  oi  those  gentlemen  might 
ave  been,  I  was  of  opinion,  that  it  should 
not  be  repealed,  and  voted  accordingly. 
It  is  now  contended,  tbat  that  measure 
produced  the  desired  effect,  and  that  on 
Its  passing  every  thing  was  peace  and 
tranquillity.  I  know  the  contrary  v^as  the 
case,  and  we  had  evidence  at  your  bar 
which  proved,  that  the  Americans  were 
totally  displeased,  because  in  the  preamble 
to  the  repeal,  we  asserted  our  right  to  en« 
act  laws  of  sufficient  force  and  authority  to 
bind  them.  I  am.  op  the  whole,  fully 
convinced,  that  the  piesent  situation  of 
affairs  in  that  country,  would  have  never 
been,  and  that  the  people  there  must  and 
would  have  returned  to  their  obedience,  if 
the  Stamp  Act  hud  not  been  unfortunately 
repealed. 

General  Conmay.  I  by  no  means  agree 
with  the  noble  lord  in  any  one  argument 
he  has  made,  or  conclusion  he  has  orawn 
from  them.  I  attribute  the  very  disagree- 
able situation  we  are  now  in  to  the  weak- 
ness of  our  counsels,  and  to  a  series  oi 
misconduct.  The  noble  lord  attributes 
the  present  distracted  state  of  that  country 
to  the  repeal.  I  believe  he  has  neither 
fully  attended  to  the  immediate  efftets  of 
that  measure,  nor  to  those  which  havefol-  < 
lowed  from  a  contrary  conduct,  or  he  could 
never  have  given  such  a  judgment.  The 
operation  of  both  are  known,  and  I  leave 
the  House  to  judge,  which  was  the  healing 
and  which  the  disuactiog  measure. 
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Colonel  Barr^,  I  Bhall  agree  wilih  the 
motion  ibr  an  address  as  a  mere  matter  of 
course,  not  holding  myself  engaged  to  a 
syllable  of  it^  contents.  A  right  hon* 
geutieman  near  me  (Mr.  Dowdeswell)  has 
very  fully  proved  on  a  former  occasion, 
that  our  present  peace  establishment  is  a 
ruinous  one ;  and  that  it  eats  up  that  fund 
which  should  be  appropriated  towards  re* 
lieving  our  burdens  or  preparing  for  a  war. 
I  have  the  most  autnentic  infomatioD, 
hovrever  improbable  it  soay  appear,  that 
the  expence  of  our  mUltary  at  this  moment 
exceeds  that  of  France,  These  may  be 
matters  well  worthy  of  our  consideration 
in  the  course  of  our  proceedings.  It  may 
induce  us  to  make  a  very  consideralrle 
saviag  in  that  service* 

The  motion  was  then  agreed  to. 

Debates  in  the  Commons  on  the  Boston 
Fort  BUI.']  March  14.  The  order  of  the 
day  being  called  for,  the  House  was  silent 
for  a  few  minutesi  when  Mr.  Cornwall  roati 
and  moved  that  the  gallery  be  dearedi 
This  occasioned  a  Tcfhement  debate.  CoL 
Barr6  said,  that  if  the  motion  was  iaaisted 
on,  the  ladies  would  be  obliged  to  with- 
draw.  Mr.  C.  Foit  was  of  the  seme  opinioik 
Mr.  Jenkinson  contended^  if  it  was  proper 
to  shut  the  gallery  on  FridaT  against 
ithingers.  It  was  much  more  sa  then.  Mri 
T.  Townshtod  deshred  that  the  standing 
order  might  be  read,  which  being  com* 
plied  with,  he  observed^  that  it  contained 
no  exceptions^  for  the  order  tedted  tliat 
all  strangers  should  be  taken  mto  custody* 
Mr.  Grenville  remarked,  that  it  was  easily 
fteen  from  what  quarter  the  present  mo- 
tion originated,  as  he  could  perceive  that 
2  plications  had  been  making  ever  since 
e  House  met,  tot  the  purpose  now  in- 
tended  to  be  carried  into  executioAi 
tliough  the  authors  did  not  chuse  to  ap- 
pear publicly  in  it  themselves.  The 
tnajority  of  th6  House  clid  not  setsm  to 
approve. of  therootton,  when  it  was  first 
made:  but  the  interference  of  the  Speaker 
at  length  tamed  the  scale,  and  not  only 
the  gallery,  but  all  the  rooms  and  avennes 
leading  to  !t^  were  cleared  about  four 
to'clocfe.  As  soon  an  the  House  bad  re- 
iumed  its  former  tranquillity,  his  Ma- 
jesty's Speech  of  the  7th  instant  was  i«ad. 
Upon  whidi, 

X.ord  A^oftA  rose.  He  said  it  ^ntained 
twopropositidns:  the  one  to  enable  his 
Mfijesty  to  pet  an  end  to  the  present  dis- 
turbances in  Aflieriea,  the  odierto  secure 
the  just  dependettoe  ef  Ae  col^mies  en 
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the  cfown  of  Great  Britain.  His  loid- 
ship  (A»erved,  tliat  the  present  diiordeti 
originated  in  Boston,  in  the  province  q( 
Massachttsets  Bay ;  and  hoped  that  the 
method  he  should  propose  to  the  Hou» 
would  be  adopted*  He  shoukl  coutiw 
himself  particularly  to  those  disturbance) 
which  had  been  created  since  the  Ui  d 
December.  He  said,  that  it  was  impos- 
sible for  our  commerce  to  be  afe,  wbiU 
it  continued  in  the  harbour  of  Bostoo,  and 
it  was  highly  necessary  that  some  port  or 
other  diould  be  fbwid  for  the  isniling  of 
oar  merchandixe  where  our  laws  wou^l 
give  full  protection  ;  he  therefore  hoped 
Uiat  the  'removal  of  the  Costom-houie 
ofloers  from  the  town  of  Boston,  would  be 
thought  'a  necessary  step ;  and  that  the 
eonseqiience  of  that  would  produce  ooe 
other  proposition,  which  would  be,  tht 
preventiog  any  shippmg  from  endeaiTOur* 
ing  to  land  their  wares  and  mercbawliie 
there,  by  blocking  up  the  use  of  that  l]l^ 
hour ;  he  said  he  should  move  for  leave  to 
bring  in  a  Bill  for  those  two  purposes.  He 
ebaerved,  that  this  was  the  third  time  \k 
efioers  bf  the  customs  had  been  prevenred 
from  doing  their  duty  in  the  harbour  of 
Boston  {  he  thougiit  the  inhabitants  ot  titi 
town  ef  Boston  deserved  punishment:  bt 
said,  perhaps  it  may  be  oibjected,  that  smm 
few  individoals  may  suier  on  thisaccooBt 
who  ought  not ;  but  where  the  autboritT 
of  a  town  had  been,  as  it  were,  aaieepaMl 
inactive,  it  was  no  new  thing  for  the  wboic 
town  to  be  fined  for  such  neglect :  he  in* 
shinced  the  city  of  London  in  king  Chtriei 
the  second's  time,  when  Dr.  Lamb  is 
killed  by  unknown  persons,  the  dtj  •* 
^ned  fur  such ;  and  the  case  of  £diDboi|i^ 
in  captain  Forteous*saflSur,wheBafineia 
set  uprni  the  whole ;  and  also  at  Glaigo*) 
when  the  house  of  Mr.  Campbell  «a 
pulled  down,  part  of  the  revenue  of  tbt 
town  was  semiestered  to  make  gsod  tbe 
damage.  He  observed,  that  Bostoo  did 
not  stand  in  so  fair  a  light,  as  either  of  tv 
three  befoi«  mentioneid  pkNXs,  ^  ^ 
Boston  had  been  upwards  of  seven  J^ 
in  riot  and  confusioii,  and  asssdatiffis  1* 
been  held  aflaiMt  receiving  British  in^ 
efiandiae  so  long  ago.  He  obsemd  tw 
ledingB  were  opealy  carried oou^ 
nidg  ef  last  November,  to  the  ITtt 
•f  December,  denying  the  foree  orafiei^ 
of  the  laws  ef  this  coun^>  to  bee(tf» 
in  the  hai4iOttr  ef  Boston ;  thatdariiftK 
above  time,  there  was  not  the  ietit  wi^' 
position  eibied  by  the  iehabitaots  afw 
tawmt  thatattkeir  pniUm iMttia|t> ^ 
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had    regularly  given    orders  for  nightly 
nratches  to  be  appointed,  consisting  of  a 
large  body  of  persons,  wiiioh  were  to  pre- 
vent the  landing  of  the  tea.     As  the  mer- 
chandise of  Great  Britain,  this  surely  was 
highly  criminal,  and  a  direct  opposition  to 
the  execution  of  an  act  of  parliament ; 
Rnd    as  the  tea  belonging  to  the  India 
Company  had   reroaindl  twenty  days  in 
the  harbour,  without  a  clearance,  they 
were  afraid  lest  it  should  be  seized  by  the 
Custom  house  officers,  and  by  that  means 
landed ;   they  therefore  destroyed  it  on 
the  20th  da3%    That  this  appeared  to  be 
a  violent  and  outrageous  proceeding  done 
to  our  fellow  subjects,  by  a  set  of  people, 
^rho  could  not,  in  any  shape,  claim  more 
than  the  natural  privdege  of  trading  with 
their  fellow-subjects.     That  Boston  had 
been  the  ringleader  in  all  riots,  and  had  at 
all  times  shewn  a  desire  of  seeing  the  laws 
c^  Great  Britain  attempted  in  nun,  in  the 
colony  of  Massachuseta  Bay.     Iliat  !the 
actor  the  mob  in  destroying  the  tea,  and 
other  proceedings,  belonff^  td  the  act  of 
the  public  meeting,  and  that  thon^  oUier 
colonies  were  peaceably  and  well  mdined 
towards  the  trade  of  Uiis  country,  and  the 
tea  would  have  been  landed  at  New  York 
without  any  opposition;   yet,  when  the 
news  came  from  Boston,  that  the  tea  was 
destroyed,  goyernor  Tryon,  from  the  ad- 
▼ice  of  the  peonle,  thought  diat  thefiure  of 
things  being  cnanged  since  tfiat  account 
was  sent,  it  would  be  more  prudent  ixi  send 
4e  tea  back  to  England,  than  to  risk  the 
landing  of  it.       His  lordship  obsenred, 
that  Boston  alone  was  to  blame  for  having 
aet  this  example,  therefore  Boston  ought  to 
be  the  principal  object  of  our  attention  for 
punishment.    He  proposed  one  clause  in 
the  Bill,  which,  he  said,  would  preirent 
the  crown  from  restoring  the  reestablish* 
ment,  till  full  satisfection  was  made  to  the 
£ast  India  Company  for  the  loss  of  their 
tea.    He  said,  tie  did  not  propose  it  by 
way  of  tax,  but  by  way  of  restitution  to  the 
injured,  who  were  our  own  subjects ;  and 
to  let  it  go  forth  to  the  world,  that  the 
parliament  of  Great  Britain  will  protect 
their  subjects  and  their  property  ;  that  the 
crown,  by  that  clause,  will  not  eyen  then 
be  obliged  to  restore  the  Custom-house, 
unless  his  Majesty  is  thoroughly  convinced 
that  the  laws  of  this  country  will  be  better 
observed  in  the  hrtrbour  of  Boston  for  the 
future ;  this  restitution  entirely  depended 
upon  Boston  alone,     fie  should  be  happy 
to  have  those,  -who  had  been  the  pro- 
moters of  these  disturbancea^in  Boston 
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found  oiit,  and  that  they  miglit  be  obliged 
to  muite  good  the  damage  to  the  East  In- 
dia Company ;  but  as  those  persons  are 
unkndwn  to  us,  Boston  will,  no  doubt,  en- 
deavour to  fiod  oUt  such  persons,  or  pass 
acts  of  their  own  assembly,  to  levy  such 
money  in  the  most  equitable  and  just 
manner.  We  have  only  to  request  it  for 
the  East  India  Company.  He  said,  that 
this  Bill  was  not  all  he  meant  to  propose ; 
that  other  parts,  of  more  nice  disquisition, 
will  remain  for  the  future  consideration  of 
parliament.  There,  perhaps,  might  be 
other  methods  proposed  that  were  better 
than  this ;  but  he  had  as  yet  found  out 
none  that  deserved  a  preference.  Some 
persons  had  proposed,  that  the  fishery 
might  be  taken  away;  but  this,  he  ob- 
served, would  affect  the  colony  at  laive. ' 
Others  proposed  the  Streights  tnute; 
and  this  would  be  liable  to  the  same 
objection.  No  method  of  punishment 
ever  came  from  him,  but  with  great 
regret:  he  therefore  hoped  for  that  una- 
nimit¥  in  a  vote  of  this  sort,  which 
would  ^ve  strength  tp  the  measure.  It 
had  be^  said,  (iiat  we  owed  this  proceed- 
ing of  the  Americana  to  our  own  ill  con- 
duct in  taxing  and  rqiealing ;  hat  if  gen- 
tlemen would  recollect,  w&n  the  Stamp 
Act- passed,  there  was  hardly  a  dissenting 
voice ;  and  when  it  was  repealed,  it  had 
the  consent  of  a  great  majorit;^  of  that 
Houae ;  that  the  doctrine  then  laid  down, 
was  that  external  duties  were  our  right, 
internal  taxes  theirs ;  that  when  the  repeal 
of  the  Stamp  Act  took  place  here,  the 
clamour  raised  against  that  Act  an  Ame- 
rica had  subsided ;  that  the  non-importa- 
tion agreements,  it  was  tme,  were  not  re* 
medied,  because  they  ceased  of  them- 
selyes.  Itwasmy&te,  he  said,  to  pro- 
pose the  repeal  of  the  duties  laid  on  in 
1767,  and,  to  continue  the  tea  duty  only. 
The  reason  was,  I  thought,  the  non-im- 
portation agreements  would  break  up  of 
themselves;  which  was  afterwards  the 
ease.  It  wtts  proposed  by  some,  that  the 
tea  doty  should  be  taken  off;  it  was  urged 
by  others,  that  it  would  then  become  a 
monopoly  of  the  ■  East  India  Company : 
nor  did  I  think  the  giving  up  the  duty  to 
the  East  India  Company  of  consequence 
enough  to  venture  the  struggle  of  the  le- 
gislative authority  of  this  country.  If 
they  could  sell  tea  cheaper  than  any  other 
people,  they  would  certainly  have  the 
market  to  themselves.  His  lordship  ob- 
served, that  at  Boston  we  were  considered 
as  two  independent  states;  but  ve  weva 


1167]       U  GEORGE  nil 

no  longer  to  dispute  between  legislation 
and  taxation,  we  were  now  to  consider 
only  whether  or  not  we  ha^e  any  autho- 
rity there ;  that  it  is  very  clear  we  have 
n6ne,  if  we  sufier  the  property  of  our  sub- 
jects to  be  destroyed.  He  hoped  that  all 
would  agree  with  him,  both  peers,  mem- 
berSf  and  merphants,  to  proceed  uuAni- 
mously  to  punish  such  parts  of  America  as 
denied  the  authority  of  this  country.  We 
must,  he  said,  punish,  controul,  or  yield  to 
them.  He  did  not  wish  to  molest  without 
an  offence  given ;  he  therefore  proposed 
this  measure  to  day ;  and  observed,  if  such 
conduct  was  followed«^  it  would  tend  to 
cement  two  countries,  as  important  to  the 
one  as  the  other;  he  therefore  moved, 
^*  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill 
for  the  immediate  removal  of  the  officers 
concerned  in  the  collection  and  manage- 
ment of  his  Majesty's  duties  and  customs 
from  the  town  of  Boston,  in  the  province 
of  Massachusets  Bay,  in  North  America ; 
and  to  discontinue  the  landing  and  dis- 
charging, lading  and  shipping  of  goods, 
wares,  and  merchandize  at  the  said  town 
of  Boston,  or  within  the  harbour  thereof." 
Mr.  Grosvenar  got  up  to  second  the  mo- 
tion, and  condemned  very  much  the  pro- 
ceedings of  Boston ;  he  said,  they  were 
all  Entirely  owing  to  the  repeal  of  the 
Sump  Acu 

Governor  Johnstone  desired  to  know,  if 
it  was  to  be  led  to  the  crown  to  what  part 
of  America  the '  Custom-house  should  be 
removed  i 

Lord  North  said,  a  clause,  was  intended 
to  be  inserted  in  the  Bill  to  leave  that 
matter  to  the  crown. 

Mr.  Dempster  observed,  that  should  this 
indemnification  to  the  East  India  Com- 
pany take  place  by  way  of  tax,  it  would 
be  collected  over  America,  and  thereby 
injure  the  property  of  people  who  had 
been  entirely  innocent  of  this  affiiir ;  that 
'  when  he  spoke  formerly  so  much  about 
taxation  in  general,  he  meant  not  as  to 
the  right  which  we  had,  but  only  as  to  the 
prudence  and  policy  of  the  measure. 

Mr..  Saxobrid^e  got  up  to  speak,  but  tlie 
noise  of  the  House  being  great  for  the 
question,  he  sat  down,  he  said,  till  gentle- 
men had  done  coughing,  and  the  House 
bad  done  calling  for  the  question ;  that 
though  he  could  not  be  heard  now,  he 
should  sit  coolly  till  he  could.  The  House 
being  a  little  silent,  he  said,  he  always  gave 
his  genuine  opinion,  and  he  was  now^  and 
always  had  been,  of  such  opinion,  that  this 
country  had  no  right  to  tax  America ;  diat 
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it  might  be  sftid  by  some  people  ben,  tbi 
America  is  not  represented;  that  if  tk 
country  had  a'  right  to  take  a  single  sbi). 
ling  out  of  an  American's  pocket,  tber 
have  a  right  to  take  the  whole.  He  the 
sat  down  a  second  time,  the  House  bek 
noisy,  and  said,  though  he  could  not  bt 
allowed  to  speak  long,  he  could  sit  loc^. 
and  observed,  that  this  destruction  of  tik* 
tea  was  entirely  done  by  a  mob  unarmed; 
and  that  if  a  requisition  was  to  be  sent  b 
Boston  to  make  satisfaction  to  the  Indk 
Company,  he  made  no  doubt  but  what  i; 
would  be  complied  with.  He  said,  he  vit 
against  the  motion. 

Mr.  B^ng  said,  he  only  meant  to  d 
the  noble  lord  one  question,  whether  tk 
measure  was  not  preventing  the  Engiisii 
ships  from  trading  there,  and  a  pttotab- 
ment  on  ourselves  ? 

Mr.  R.  Fuller  said,  the  Bill  brought  i 
would  shew  whether  it  Mras  a  punishmas: 
upon  A  or  B ;  that  he  should  therefor? 
reserve  his  opinion  until  he  saw  the  Bill 
Mr.  Dowaeswell  rose,  upon  which  tk 
House  thought  th^  debate  would  c» 
tinue ;  he  saidt  he  was  of  opinion  iIkt 
were  going  to  do  very  great  mischief,  ai^ 
should  think  it  his  duty  to  give  thato» 
nion  in  this  early  stage  of  tbe  Bill:K 
said,  this  Bill  was  to  punish  the  t^^^ 
Boston ;  why  will  you  punish  Boston a]oQ<?' 
Did  not  other  towns  send  your  tea  back 
to  England,  andVefusethelandiog?  Hs*^ 
they  committed  no  offence^?  He  asked  it 
there  was  any  evidence  of  a  general  afr 
currence  of  the  inhabitants  of  Boston;  be 
said,  the  examples  of  punisliroeot  theoobk 
lord  had  mentioned  were  not  similar  to  the 
present  case  ;  that  the  counties  beisf 
obliged  by  law  to  make  good  the  los  be- 
tween sun  and  sun,  was  an  old  establbfaal 
law,  not  made  for  a  particular  purpo»: 
that  this  Bill  would  be  an  ei-pofij'^' 
law;  that  the  case  of  a  corponuioo «3< 
different  from  the  present ;  the  coq)or^ 
tion  chose  their  own  officers,  the  n^igii* 
trates  of  the  town  of  Boston  were  cborfo 
by  the  province  at  large.  Would  im 
House  not  hear  what  Boston  had  totfj 
in  its  defience  ?  Would  the  House  c*; 
demn  without  evidence,  in  the  absence  o^ 
the  parties  ?  He  should  trouble  the  Uoti^ 
no  more  at  present ;  he  thought  ^l^ 
going  to  do  a  wrong  act,  nor  cmaji^ 
think,  that  the  cases  of  London,  tA^ 
burgh,  or  Glasgow,  couldatallbebrougW 
as  examples  of  punishment  in  thuj  c^ 
He  disapproved  much  of  the  Bul|  «* 
said,  he  should  give  a  negative  to  it. 
& 
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Mr.  Cavendish  approved  of  the  proposi* 
tion  ;  but  hoped,  if  the  merchants  of  this 
country  could  any  way  be  injured  by  it, 
that  time  would  be  given  them  to  come 
and  petition.  / 

Captain  Phspps  said,  he  felt  no  reason 
to  imagine,  that  any  opposition  to  the  Bill 
at  Boston  could"  be  effectual ;  that  it  was 
no  new  thing  to  dii'ect  and  order  a  port 
for  the  reception  of  the  trade  of  America ; 
tHat  harbours  were  in  great  plenty  there  ; 
that  all  authority  had  been  trampled  upon 
in  that  country  for  many  years;  that  if 
our  subjects  could  not  trade  to  Boston, 
they  must  go  where  they  could  trade  with 
safety ;  that  he  did  not  attribute  the  dis- 
turbances to  the  Stamp  Act,  or  the  repeal 
of  it.  When  he  was  in  that  country,  he 
thought  that  that  Act  might  have  been 
put  in  execution ;  that  the  repeal  might 
be  proper.  He  imagined,  one  of  the  pro- 
visions that  would  be  adopted  by  the 
House,  would  be  to  repeal  the  Declaratory 
Act,  which^  he  said,  was  the  most  absurd 
and  unconstitutional  Act  ever  passed. 
Let  America  alone,  and  it  would  return 
of  itself  to  obedience,  and  do  not  let  us 
search  for  trifling  taxes,  by  way  of  expe- 
riment, to  try  our  power ;  jtlie  moment 
thev  see  that  taxation  is  not  for  efiectually 
collecting  of  money,  but  for  experiment 
onl3%  they  will  always  oppose  you. 

Lior3  G»  Cavendish  saia,  he  was  not  sure 
but  the  object  before  the  House  would  be 
prejudicial  to  our  trade;  that  he  looked 
to  the  mutual  interest  of  the  two  coun- 
tries; that  they  were  united  by  proper 
measures;  and,  he  hoped,  they  would  be 
kept  so ;  he  wished  that  no  idle  ideas  of 
superiority  might  prevail,  for  that  country 
which  is  kept  by  power,  is  in  danger  of 
being  lost  every  day* 

Colonel  BarrS  said,  he  was  urged  to  rise 
to  discharge  his  duty  in  not  giving  a  silent 
vote  upon  the  occasion.  The  proposition 
before  the  House,  he  could  not  nelp  giving 
his  hearty  affirmative  to  ;  that  he  liked  it, 
harsh  as  It  was ;  he  liked  it  for  its  modera- 
tion ;  and  areued,  that  the  noble  lord's 
(North)  conduct  would  be  of  the  same 
stamp  throughout.  He  said;  I  thmk 
Boston  ought  to  be  punished,  she  is  your 
eldest  son.  ^Here  the  House  laughed, 
and  some  members  observed  by  him,  that 
he  would  be  a  proper  person  to  direct  the 
admission  of  Irish  members  into  the  House, 
as  he  had  hinted  a  day  before  that  office 
for  Mr;  Rigby.]  After  the  House  had 
laughed  heartily,  he  aaid,  I  mean  your 
daughter,  she  la  a  noble  prop ;  she  gave 
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herself  that  form  of  constitution  she  now 
has ;  cherish  and  support  her.  .  He  wished 
to  see  an  unanimous  vote  in  the  onset  of 
this  business ;  that  when  Boston  saw  this 
measure  was  carried  by  such  a  consent, 
they  would  the  more  readily  pay  theeum 
of  money  to  the  India  Company.  , 
The  Bill  was  then  read  the  nrst  thne. 

March  23.  The  House  went  into  a 
Committee  on  the  Bill. 

Mr.  FuUer  said,  he  intended  to  make 
an  alteratbn  in  the  Bill,  by  first  substi- 
tuting a  fine  before  the  blocking  up  the 
port:  he  should  therefore  propose,  that 
the  words  <<  from  and  after,*'  be  left  outj 
in  order  to  insert  one  of  his  own.  He 
said,  that  Boston  was  a  port  of  the  greatest 
conseouence  to  this  country  of  any  exist- 
ing ;  tnat  the  Bill  before  them  was  totally 
unprecedented,  for  that  the  case  of  Edin- 
burgh, Glasgow,  and  others  that  had  been 
mentioned,  was  not  in  the  least  similar ; 
that  the  penalty  of  blocking  up  their  ports 
was  too  severe  for  the' first  ofiPence ;  that 
when  the  nation  came  to  know  the  con- 
tents of  this  Bill,  he  was  sure  they  would 
be  dissatisfied  with  it ;  that  the-Bostonians, 
upon  the  first  resistance,  will  tell  you  they 
will  not  remit  the  money  which  they  owe 
you ;  that  nothihg  but  confederacies  would 
springup  among  them ;  that  he  was  strongly 
of  opinion,  that  this  Bill  co^ld  be  earned 
into  execution  without  a  military  force ; 
that  if  we  sent  over  a  small  number  of 
men,  the  Boston  *  militia  would  imme- 
diately cut  them  to  pieces ;  that  if  we  sent 
over  a  larger  number,  6  or  TyOOO,  the 
Americans  would  debauch  them ;  and  dmt 
by  these  means  we  should  only  hurt  our- 
selves. I  would  begin,  said  he,  by  an 
amercement ;  nor  would  I  wish  this  Bill 
to  take  place,  until  they  had  refused  die 
payment  of  it.  He  should  apprehend, 
that  about  15,000/.  would  make  amends 
to  the  East  India  Company,  and  would  in 
some  measure  be  a  relief  to  poor  Mal- 
colm (the  Custom-house  officer,  who  had 
been  tarred  and  feathered.)  It  was  always 
a  rule  in  law,  he  said,  where  damages  are 
done  by  unknown  persons,  that  the  com- 
munity shoald  be  made  to  pay ;  be  there- 
fore wished  that  the  House  would  adopt 
the  proposition  he  had  made. 

Mr.  //(Pf^tfr^  opposed  the  measure  which 
Mr.  Fuller  proposed.  He  said,  the  pro- 
position would  by  no  means  relieve  us, 
but  throw  us  into  greater  difficulties :  the 
Bostonians  would  certainly  resist  the  pay- 
ment of  the  fine  \  that  we  nust  then  have 
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recourse  tq  thia  method.  The  measure 
proposed-wap  still  more  likely  \o  be  re« 
fisted  thaa  fhe  Billi  because  the  ^ne  would 
be  laid  00  all  Aa(ierica»  which  would  in-* 
duce  others  lo  join  iq  the  oppo^tion*  who 
before  ware  not  coucerned  io  it«  He  «aid» 
the  Amerioaaa  vera  a  strange  set  of  p^e* 
p]Q»  aod  that  it  was  in  vaip  to  export  any 
degree  of  reasoning  from  them ;  that  in- 
ftead  of  OHlkiog  Ibf  ir  dsim  by  aigument, 
they  always  chose  to  decide  the  matter  by 
larriog  and  fratberiagt  that  the  nryethod 
now  proposed  in  Ibe  Bill  would  become 
more  a  puaiibmeA^  by  their  refii^l  than 
bv  |heir  oeoBmliaooe  i  th#  the  Amerleaos 
alone  were  the  persons  by  whose  beha- 
Yiour  ^  Jepii^  qr  severity  of  the  maaaure 
was  to  he  pcoived :  be  therefore  should 
agrtle  lo  th«  Bill*  m  preferanoe  to  the 
ameodiv^t  pf  eposed. 

l^ord  Norih  opposed  the  amendoieat* 
lie  saidf  however  great  his  obligatioaa 
were  le  Ihe  candour  ao4  public  spirit  of 
the  hoo.  geolleiBaD  who  aaade  the  aiotioo« 
yet  he  difcred  isuoh  from  him  in  the 
amendment  proposed.  His  lordship  ob* 
served,  that  though  the  hoo.  geutlemao 
bad  said  it  was  the  first  ofeooet  yet  upon 
reqolleetiQii  be  was  very  sure  he  would  not 
be  of  (bat  opioieiiy  as  the  people  at  Boston 
¥ad  begun  many  years  ago  to  endeavour 
tp  threw  off  all  obedience  to  this  country ; 
Aat,  indeed,  thia  was  the  first  time  that 

Gfrliame«t  bad  proceeded  to  punish  them* 
e  said,  I  am  by  no  means  an  enemy  to 
l^Hent  saeAHires,  but  i  find  that  reaalu* 
lie«s  of  eenaure  and  was niog  will  avail  no- 
ting I  we  meat  thqveftire  proceed  ta  some 
immediate  remedy  s  now  is  our  time  to 
atand  onH^  to  defy  them-^to  proceed  with 
finnnessy  and  without  fear ;  they  will  never 
ifaform  until  Mpe  take  a  measure  of  this 
kind»  Let  this  Bill  produce  a  conviction 
^o  all  America,  thai  we  are  in  earoesfc,  aod 
tfiat  we  will  proceed  with  firmneaa  and  vt« 
gour  t  tbaft  eonvietion  will  be  ]oat»  if  they 
aee  us  hesitating  and  doubting,  sit  will  be 
onough  to  Aear  thai  Greal  Britain  is  in 
eameat.  The  merehandiae  now  will  be 
landed  al  Mavhie-head,  in  the  port  of  Sa^ 
leaa,  which  ia  putting  Bqsim  ahaut  sove»^ 
teen  milca  fmaa  the  sea  with  respect  to  fo- 
reign tmSe*  This  lesirictioo  urill  be  oo»* 
tinued  as  long  aa  diey  peisisl  in  their  pro- 
oeedb'nga ;  it  -  wHi  opMralo  severely  or 
mildly  against  Ihero,  aeeording  to  their 
hehaviour ;  if  they  aae  ohftitoaie,  the  n^Or 
awre  wiH  be  severe ;  if  nea^  miid^^pf^I  be- 
lieae  that  BMfeon  wiUnot  bnmedblelgp  sub* 
ail^to  4fin%  Mr  la  the  inlanliflaef  tlm 
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present  Bili,  unless  it  comes  attaoded  vidi 
a  mark  of  resolution  and  firmnesi  that  vi 
mean  to  punish  them,  and  aasert  ouc  right ; 
it  is  impossible  to  suppose  but  some  of  ov 
own  people  may  in  some  degree  sufieri 
little,  but  we  must  compare  thoM  tem- 
porary ineonveniences  with  the  loss  of  that 
countryi  and  its  due  obedience  to  us ;  Ihej 
bear  no  comparison;  and  the  preference 
must  certainly  be  given  to  the  latter.  TU 
hon.   gentleman  tells  us,  tliat  the  Adm* 
ricaos  will  not  pay  their  dd)ts  due  to  ths 
country,  unless  we  comply  with  their  da- 
position.    I    believe   things   will  remtb 
muph  in  the  same  state  as  they  did  u|xa 
a  like  ocoasion ;  they  threatened  us  vitb 
the  same  thing  if  we  did  not  repesl  tin 
Stamp  Act ;  we  repealed  that  Act,  ud 
they  did   not  pay   their  debt&   Ifthii 
threat  is  yielded  to,  we  may  as  well  ukfl 
no  remedy  at  all ;  their  threats  will  boU 
equally  good  to  the  fine  proposed  by  tbe 
hoo*  gentleman,   as    to  the  qieiatioB  ^ 
this  Bill.    \  hope  we  every  one  feei,  tlut 
it  is  the  common  cause  of  us  all,  andsad 
an  unanimity  will  go  halfway  to  their  Uie* 
dience  to  this  Bill.    The  hon.  g entleois 
teUs  us,  that  the  Act  will  be  a  waite  piect 
of  paper,  and   that  an  army  will  be  re* 
quirea  to  put  it  in  execution.    The  good 
of  this  Act  is,  that  four  or  five  fniftta 
will  do  the  business  without  any  miliuij 
force ;  but  if  it  is  necessary,  I  should  Dct 
hesitate  a  moment  to  enforce  a  due  obe 
dience  to  the  lawa  of  thia  couolry.  Tht 
situation  of  the  troops  in  that  cououyhu 
been  such,  tluu  no  magistrate  or  0^3 
offiper  of  the   peace    has   been  niUef 
to  call    forth    their   strength  on  prwcf 
oceasions:  it    will  become. us  to  "d 
out  some  method  whereby  the  miKury 
force    may  act  with  efiect,  aad  vilboat 
htoodahed,  in  endeaiveuring  to  sap^  «^ 
maintain  the  awitbority  of  Great  ^vm\ 
b4Al  {  hope  that  thja  Act  will  aot,  is  wj 
shape,  require  a  noUitary  force  ta  put  it  jjj 
eKoqutien:  the  real  of  the  ealaain  «B 
not  tafco  fire  al  Ihe  proper  puntsbnest  n- 
flicted  on  those  who  have  dieebeysdyef 
authon^ ;  we  shall  than  be  nearly  ias^* 
taatjton,  th9l  all  lenient  aAeaauias  wiUM 
adt  an  eod  if  they  do :  but  if  we  c*®'^ 
sehrea  imiw  with  firmness  and  iatrrpiwyi 
it  ia  the  mere  likel/  they  will  sulm«ij 
our   authority.    If  tho  eensefucoc«*  * 
their  qot  obe^ring  tUa  Act  ase  lik«lv| 
paoduoe  reWlion,  those  <WNqHafs»b» 
laag  to  them,  and  net  to  i|S9  it  ii  ^^r^ 
tiK»  Vve  breughji  on,  but  whst  tb^^ 
ha9^. QoaaiiaM4;  «a  Mt  ti>>j 
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that  oar  nteatares  are  just  and  equitable. 
Let  us  coMitiue  to  proceed  with  nrmneds, 
justice,  and  resolution ;  which,  if  pursued, 
will  certainly  produce  that  due  obedience 
and  respect  to  the  laws  of  this  country, 
snnd  the  security  of  the  trade  of  its  people, 
which  I  so  ardently  wMi  for. 

Mr.  Oascaigne  said,  he  differed  much 
from  the  proposition  made  by  Mr.  Fuller, 
as  an  amendment  ta  the  Brli.  WDl  gen- 
tlemen consider  what  sort  of  acts  or  as«* 
aembly  the  Bostonians  have  lately  passed  ? 
They  have  sent  over  one  law,  to  be  ap- 
proved of  by  his  Majesty,  for  the  raising 
and  purchasing  twelve  pieces  of  brass 
cannon ;  these,  he  said,  were  to  be  pro- 
duced against  the  present  propositioa  of 
amendment.  Do  these  proceedinp:s  look 
with  a  peaceable  eye  to  the  proposition  of 
his  hon.  friend  ?  It  is  not,  saj's  he,  the 
acts  of  tarring  and  feathering  only  that 
shew  their  displeasure  to  persons  who  have 
offended  them;  they  have  other  aiodes  of 
punishment,  which  they  make  use  of  by 
way  df  argument  and<  reason ;  the  house 
of  any  person  with  whom  they  are  db- 
pleased,  they  immediately  daub  over  with 
excrement  and  tar,  bv  which  means  the 
whole  family  is  obliged  td  quit  it.  These 
people,  he  was  afrud,  ^would  hardly  ever 
be  Drought  to  reason ;  for  the  moment  a 
person  offered  to  arguoi  the  repl^  was, 
either  tarring,  feathering,  or  daubmg  the 
house.  The  Bill  before  them  now,  he  ap- 
prehended, would  bring  these  tarring  and 
feathering  casuisu  to  a  little  better  rea- 
son ;  nor  did  he  imagine  that  a  military 
force  would  be  in  Jfche  least  necessary :  as 
their  meetings  were  chiefly  made^  up  of 
merchants,  the  prescribing  limitations  to 
their  trade  woda  be  the  only  way  to  bring 
such  merchants  to  their  senses. 

Mr.  Montague  (second  son  of  lord 
Sandwich j  rose  for  the  first  time  in  the 
House*  He  said,  that  it  was  usual  to  he- 
rn by  msbhi^  somi  sort  of  apdogy  to  the 
House  as  a  virgin  orator;  lliat  he  shonld, 
for  the  present,  wave  Ulat  custom,  but 
should  veature  whiit  little  he  bad  to  say 
with  as  nmch  propriety  and  decency  as  fale 
was  Me.  He  siikl»  he  was  the  youngest 
member  in  the  House,  and  theremiie 
might  more  properly  lay  his  thoughts  be- 
fore the  House,  in  order  that  they  migfit, 
hereafter  be  corrected  by  meti  more  able, 
and  oTgreater  eitperience:  and  that  he 
might  at  last  be  induced  to  give  his  vcfte 
at  least  rectified  with  some  sanction  of 
authontr.  He  expatiated  much  on  the 
load  of  debt  which  thisceuntry  had  facur- 
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red  on  obCainirtg  Ameri^  hi  Oermany; 
that  we  had  spilt  the  dearest  sfid  best 
blood  we  had  in  the  attaintnent  of  it ;  that 
it  bad  been  the  result  and  deliberation  of 
om  couDc'^  to  obtain  the  pessession  of  it 
by  any  meaxis,  and  at  any  risk  whatsoever ; 
that  it  had  been  the  darling  object  of  this 
country,  ever  since  we  possessed  itj  ttf 
cherish  and  nourish  it  as  the  main  prop  and 
support  of  the  constitutional  body  of  Great 
Britain ;  that  afler  all  these  struggles  foif 
the  possession  of  such  a  jewel  in  the  crown 
of  this  country,  it  would  be  madness,  it 
would  be  folly  indeed  to  the  last  extremity, 
were  we  ndt  to  pursue  the  most  deter* 
mined  conduct  to  preserve  it  9  the  gMng 
up  that  ^m  which  we  have  so  cArefdl^ 
and  so  diligently  polished,  or  neglecting  to 
enforce  that  due  obedience,  and  cultivate 
the  frietidship,  would  be  as  it  were  anactud 
surrender  of  all  oor  ri^ht  and  chiin.  He 
spoke  much  upon  the  mdulgence  that  had 
been  shewn  to  the  colonies  by  the  mbtheif 
country,  and  observed,  that  we  had  re-' 
oeived  nothing  in  return  but  contempt  ot 
government.  Was  this  filial  friendship  f 
Was  this  i^at  d^bt  of  gratitude  which  was 
owiiig  td^  this  country .'  Or  was  this  that 
boad  of  miitual  connection  which  ought  to 
have  solMbted  between  the  mother  cdun« 
try  and  its  cdfonies?  Re  said,  he  looked 
upon  the  unity  ef  legislation  to  be  as  es-« 
sentlal  to  the  body  politic,  as  the  tk/hf  V9^ 
to  reKgron  t  that  the  disordei^  abroad  had 
entirety  been  dwing  to  our  weak  cotinctii 
at  hoMe,  and  eondemned  much  the  tame, 
unmanly  proceedingi^  of  govefmnent  to* 
wards  the  Americans.  Tb<Ma  aets  of  the 
Americans  cai!  new  loudly  for  that  power 
and  thiit  intenposfcion  which  has  been  sd 
long,  and  with  SO  much  danger  to  this 
country  wkhheM.  Let  us  now  proceed, 
and  consider  what  it  is  most  pnfdent  t6  do 
in  the  present  sitoiltton  of  things,  redus  sic 
stantibus^  Let  us  consi^  whether  the 
Bill  before  us  wil!  not  Be  .the  most  oi^p6r 
a^efhod  that  can  be  sdopted. — Tfa^  Bill  he 
said,  would  operate  as  a  lesrnrative  and 
palKafive;  but  if  0ie  amendment  was 
adopted,  which  was  proposed  br  the  hon. 
member,  it  wenld  indeed  ptdiate  a  pt<« 
nishment,  the  sting  of  vrhich  Great  Brkahi 
would  in  sdme  measure  fbel.  He  expa- 
tiated also  opon  gentlemen  in  that  House 
who  had  been  clamorous  Hgilibst  the  mea- 
sures of  government  with  a  view  to  make 
themstlVea  popular :  he  tiermed  (hem  a 
faction,  whose  tery  existenee  had  aroste 
merely  as  it  were  from  the  ^lest  excre- 
ment of  the  earth;    tie  begged^  pardon 
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for  haviogdetained  the  Home  lo  long;  88 
they  had  beeo  so  kind  and  induleent  to 
him  in  the  attention  whi^h  they  uiewed, 
he  would  conclude  with  giving  his  hearty 
approbation  to  the  Bill»  as  it  bore  on  its 
fiice  those  distinguishing  lines  which  ought 
to  be  the  true  characteristic  of  every  Bri' 
tish  roinister,  moderation  and  courage. 

Mr.  Bi^ng.  I  rise.  Sir,  to  speak  my ' 
mind  upon  this  Bill.  Whatever  principles 
I  have  hitherto  adopted,  be^  thev  right  or 
be  they  wrong,  I  have  always  aahered  to ; 
and  as  I  live  with  such  opinions,  I  hope  1 
shall  die  in  them.  Men's  characters  are 
known  after  their  death,  and  to  have 
steadily  adopted  one  uniform  set  of  prin- 
ciples, from  which  I  have  not  deviated,  I 
hope  will  not  be  deemed  factious.  This 
Bill  will  prevent  all  importation  of  goods 
to  Boston,  and  thereby  create  that  associa- 
tion in  ,the  Americans  which  you  have  so 
much  wished  to  annihilate.  You  are  not 
punishing  the  Bostonians;  you  are  pu- 
nishing the  £nglish  merchants,  lliey, 
Sir,  would  petition  this  House ;  but  they 
might  petition  it  in  vain.  I  am  against 
boUi  the  amendment,  and  the  Bill  itself; 
I  therefore  propose,  that  after  the  words, 
*Vnot  to  import  goods/'  the  words,  •*  ex- 
cept of  British  merchants"  be  inserted. 

Mr.  Stanley  said,  that  the  place  where 
trade  and  merchandize  could  not  be  land- 
ed in  safety  was  not  a  port ;  it  was  there- 
fore proper  that  some  other  port  should 
be. found  out  where  the  subjects  of  this 
country  might  land  their  merchandize  in 
safety.  I  think,  said  he,  the  BiU  which  is 
BOW  before  you,  as  far  as  it  can  convey 
pimishment  will  be  unavoidable ;  some- 
thing must  be  done,  an  immediate  remedy 
must  be  had,  and  I  think,  none  can  be 
adopted  so  free  from  objection  as  tlie  Bill 
before  you. 

Mr.  Dempster  said,  that  he  knew  of  no 
Act  to  which  he  gave  his  hearty  consent 
in  a  more  wilh'ng  manner,  than  to  that 
which  was  for  the  repeal  of  the  St^p 
Act;  he  said,  our  disorders  had  arisen 
from  our  attempto  to  tax  the  Americans 
by  that  odious  Act;  he  was  very  sure  the 
.  destruction  of  America  would  be  cejtahi 
^  if  we  should  offer  tp  tax  it.  Have  we  not, 
said  he,  given  an  extent  of  power  to  his 
Majesty,  to  prevent  the  port  of  Boston 
from  ever  being  reinstated  if  the  King 
jhouldthmk  proper?  What  limit  or  line 
is  drawn  to  define  when  it  will  be  proper, 
right,  and. just,  that  the  port  of  Boston 
should  be  reinstated  >  He  said,  the  dig- 
nity of  parliament  was  by  no  means  con- 
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corned  in  the  disputes  with  our  coloDia: 
and  that  we  should  treat  them  as  out 
children,  nourish-and  protect  them. 

Lord  North  rose  to  explain.  When  he 
mentioned  the  threats  of  Boston  were  oo; 
to  be  depended  upon  at  the  repeal  of  tk 
Stamp  Act,  he  said,  he  did  not  mean  to 
rip  up  wantonly  the  mention  of  the  repeal* 
ijag  the  Stamp  Act ;  that  he  begged  to  bi 
understood  in  that  light,  only  to  shew, 
that  the  threats  of  Boston,  at  that  time,  id 
not  paying  their  debts,  unless  the  Stamp 
Act  was  repealed,  were  not  always  to  be 
depended  upon. 

Mr.  tVardsaidf  he  was  surprised  to  hetr 
that  we  were  not  now  to  tax  Ameria; 
that  he  was  equally  surprised  not  to  fiod 
that  unanimity  which  he  expected  upon 
the  present  Bill ;  that  he  himself  was  nrocb 
against  the  repeal  of  the  Stamp  Act;  that 
he  had  presented  four  petitions  inxn  hs 
constituents  in  favour  of  the  repeal,  hot 
that  he,  at  the  same  time,  told  tbem  he 
must  be  against  them.  He  appro? ed,  be 
said,  of  this  Bill,  because  there  was  so 
other  resource  left ;  that  we  were  drove  to 
the  wall.  He  disapproved,  he  said,  of 
the  amendment. 

^  Mr.  Jenldtuon.  I  think  Great  BritiiQ 
right ;  I  commend  much  the  measure  of 
the  Stamp  Act,  and,  as  the  boo.  gen- 
tleman (Mr.  Grenville)  who  was  the  ae- 
ther of  that  Act,  has  been  much  praised 
and  commended  for  another  Bill  (t!ie 
Election  Bill),  I  beg  leave  to  throw  in  idj 
hearty  approbation  of  my  hon.  friend  foe 
the  Stamp  Act.  What,  said  he,  is  to  b^ 
come  of  all  your  trade,  if  the  proceeding! 
of  the  Bostonians  are  to  become  a  pre» 
dent  to  the  rest  of  the  colonies:  we  bif( 
gone  into  a  very  expensive  war  for  tbi 
attainment  of  America:  the  straggle  «« 
shall  now  have  to  keep  it,  will  be  but  of 
little  expence. 

General  Contoau  observed,  that  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  who  spoke  last,  bad  spokes 
with  some  degree  of  warmth,  whidi  tbi 
present  debate,  he  apprehended,  did  otf 
at  all  call  for.  I  will  just  sagr  ooe  t^ 
short  word,  he  said,  in  favour  of  the  Bui 
I  am  particularly  happy  in  the  mode  of 
punishment  that  is  adopted  in  it,  but  1  do- 
claim  any  thing  in  the  debate  that  tenv 
to  call  up  old  sores,  or  create  anger.  1 
was  much  for  the  repeal  of  the  Stamp  M 
and  am  not  ashamea  to  own  it;  n<^°^( 
think  that  that  measure  was  the  reasoa  tf 
tlieae  disorders. 

Mr.  R.  FuUer  said,  we  all  apee,  tW 
the  Bostonians  ought  to  be  puniibedi  tf» 
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ire  differ  in  the  mode  of  it- 
insist  any  farther. 

The  debate  ended^  and  the  blanks  were 
BUed  up  in  the  BUI.  It  was  then  read.  On 
the  question  upon  the  clause,  which  vests 
the  power  in  the  crown  to  restore  the  port, 
Mr.  Charles  Fox  said,  he  should  give  it 
hia  negative,  as  it  was  trusting  the  crown 
With  that  power  which  parliament  were 
ftfraid  to  trust  themselves  with ;  and  if  he 
did. not  succeed  in  his  negative  to  this 
cdause,  he  should  object  to  the  clause  fol- 
lowing, which  seenied  to  militate  against 
the  measure  adopted  in  this,  as  a  restraint 
was  there  laid  upon  the  crown  until  the 
Cast  India  Company  were  made  satis&c- 
lion.    This  Bill,  he  said,  was  calculated 
for  three  purposes ;  the  first  for  securing 
the  trade,  the  second  forpunishing  the  Bos- 
tonians,  and  the  third  tor  satisfaction  to 
the  East  India  Company.    He  said,  the 
fiist  cUuse  did  not  giv^  a  true  and  exact 
distinction  by  what  means,  and  at  what 
period,  the.  crown  was  to  exercise  that 
power  vested  in  it;  he  thought  that  appli- 
cation for  relief  should  come  to  parliament 
only,  and  that  the  power  of  such  relief 
should  not  be  lodged  in  the  crown*    The 
quarrel,  he  said,  was  with  parliament,  and 
parliament  was  the  proper  power  to  end 
It;  not  that,  said  he,  (in  a  kind  of  sneer) 
there  is  any  reason  to  distrust  his  Ma* 
-  jesty's  ministers,  that  they  will  not  restore 
the  port  when  it  shall  6e  proper;  but  I 
iil^nt  to  hear  the  reason  why  this  clause 
should  be  so  left  in  the  judgment  of  the 
crown,  and  the  next  clause  should  be  so 
particularly  sranted,  with  such  a  guard 
fipon  bis  Majesty,  to  prevent  him  from  re^ 
storing  the  port  until  the  East  India  Com- 
pany shall  be  fully  satisfied. 

Captain  Phippe  said,  that  nothing  surely 
was  so  proper  as  to  allow^the  crown  that 
power  which  always  had  been  attributed  to 
It,  that  of  mercy ;  his  Majesty  cannot  de- 
prive the  people  of  a  port  without  the  leave 
of  parliament,  but  he  may  certainly  give 
one :  as  to  the  povT^r  being  lodged  in  the 
crown,  of  restoring  the  port  upon  prefer 
contrition,  it  is  highly  proper,  and  not  in 
fMsrliament,  for  parliament  may  not  be  sit- 
ting at  the  time  when  the  trade  of  Boston 
ought  to  be  restored;  that  power  which 
has  a  ri^t  togivea  port,  bas  also  a  power 
of  appointing  quays  and  wharfs;  if  the 
power  was  not  lodgiBd  in  the  crown,  quays 
and  wharfs  might  be  made  at  places  to- 
tally inconvenient  to  the  Custom-house 
officers,  and  thereby  prevent  the  collection 
of  his  Majesty's  revenue. 
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Lord  North.     The  test  of  die  Bosto- 


nians  win  not  be  the  indemnification  of  tho^ 
East  India  Company  alone,  it  will  remain 
in  the  breast  of  the  King  not  to  restore  the 
port  until  peace  and  obedience  shall  be 
observed  in  the  port  of  Bdston.  I  am 
ready  to  admit  a  clause  to  secure  those 
whaits  and  quays  which  are  now  in  use,  to 
be  the  same  when  the  port  shall  be  re- 
stored.->He  observed, .  he  had  been 
charged  with  changing  his  opinion ;  that 
the  declaration  which  he  had  made  tended 
chiefly  to  the  punishment  oP  the  Bosto- 
nians,  and  that  the  Bill  particularly  ad- 
hered to  the  views  of  making  the  India 
Company  satisfaction.  He  believed  the 
House  would  do  him  the  justice  to  say, 
that  he  had  declared  both  those  measures 
to  be  his  intention  at  the  first  setting  out 
of  the  business,  as  well  as  to  restore  the 
trade  to  a  proper  footing  ;  that  he  hoped 
he  had  never  deviated  from  them,  not- 
witlistanding  what  tlie  hon.  gentleman 
(Mr.Fox)liad  charged  him  with;  that 
he  should  never  be  adiamed,  at  any  time, 
to  giveup  his  opinion  upon  good  grounds ; 
it  would  be  the  height  of  obstinacy  iiot  to 
do  it,  when  he  saw  any  good  reasons  to 
guide  his  opinion  to  better  judgment. 

Mr.  Fan  said,  he  agreed  to  the  flagitious- 
ness  of  the  offience  in  the  Americans,  and 
therefore  was  of  opinion,  that  the  town  of 
Boston  ought  to  be  knocked  about  their 
ears,  and  destroyed.  Ddenda  est  Car" 
thago  .*  said  he,  I  am  of  opinion  you  will 
never  meet  with  that  proper  obedience  to 
the  laws  of  this  country*  until  you  have 
destroyed  that  nest  of  locusts. 

Colonel  BarrS  said,  he  had  very  little 
thoughts  of  troubling  the  Committee  upon 
this  clause,  but  for  an  expression  which 
fell  firom  an  hon.  gentleman  under  the 
gaUery,  delenda  est  Carthago.  I  should 
not  have  risen,  said  he,  had  it  not  been  for 
those  words.  The  Bill  before  you  is  the 
first  vengeful  step  that  you  have  taken. 
We  ought  to  go  coolly  to  this  business,  and 
not  trouble  our  heads  with  who  passed,  or 
who  repealed  the  Stamp  Act,  or  c^ertaxes. 
We  are  to  proceed  rebus  sic^  ^ptHnu. 
The  proposition  made  ye  I  thought  b  mo* 
derate  one,  though  I  must  con&s  I  hate 
theword  fine ;  it  is  a  tax,  and  as  long  at 
I  sit  here  among  you  I  will  oppose  the 
taxing  of  America.  This  Bill,  I  am  afraid, 
draws  in  the  fatal  doctrine  of  submitting 
to  taxation ;  it  is  also  a  doubt  by  this  Bill, 
whether  the  port  is  to  be  restored  to  its 
full  extent.  &eep  your  hands  out  of  the 
pockets  of  the  'Americans,  and  th^  will 
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be  obedient  subieets.  I  hare  not  a  doubt, 
but  a  verj  small  part  of  our  strength  wiU; 
at  any  timey  overpower  them.  I  tbink 
Ibk  Bill  a  moderate  one ;  but  I  augur  that 
the  next  proposition  will  be  a  black 
one.  You  bare  not  a  loom  nor  an  anvil 
but  what  is  stamped  with  America;  it  is 
the  main  prop  or  your  trade.  Pbrliameat 
may  fancy  that  they  have  nghts  in  theory, 
which  I  will  answer  for,  they  can  never 
reduce  to  practice.  America  employs  all 
▼our,  workmen  here :  nourish  and  protect 
It,  that  they  may  be  supported. 

The  clauses  objected  to  passed  ia  the 
affirmative  without  any  divisioa. 

March  25.  On  the  motiott  that  the 
Bill  do  pass, 

Mr.  C.  Fox  said,  he  got  up  only  to  arake 
a  motion  to  leave  out  the  two  clauses, 
whwh,  ID  the  conmiittee,  he  had  ob- 
jected tp. 

The  Speaker  desired  to  know  if  any 
Hmendment  was  iaiended  to  be  made  be- 
.  fore  he  put  the  questiea,  aa  such  amend- 
Buent  wouM  then  more  properly  come  in. 

Mr.  Cooper  proposed  a  smaH  amead* 
aaent,  of  inserting  after  the  words  Novem- 
ber, December,  and  January,  the  word 
**  last.*'  The  question  was  thea  put,  that 
those  words  that  were  read,  down  to  the 
amendment,  from  the  beginning  of  the 
clause,  should  stand  part  of  the  Bill ;  it 
passed  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Fox  made  the  saaie  objectioa  to 
Ae  words  fs^  the  odier  clause,  which  also 
passed  m  the  affirmative.  He  said,  he  did 
It,  in  order  that  M  might  appear  on  the 
Journals  that  somebody  did  oojeet  to  them. 
The  question,  that  this  Bilt  do  pass^  being 
i^ia  pot, 

Mr.  Deiwttem»till  said,  he  rase  to  give 
bis  dissent  to  passing'  the  same  into  a  law ; 
that  he  had  not  the  least  degree  of  ttmi^ 
dfty  in  rising  to  oppose  it ;  that  he  always 
thought  the  proposif ion  totally  tnjust  and 
unlh&.  By  the  Bill,,  a  peraan  is  to  under- 
stand, that  the  eemmerce  of  all  his  Bfa- 
fescy's  suhjeets  is  interrapted;  aad,  said 
Ae,  I  eaanot  give  my  assent  to  it,  until  I 
bear  the  complaints  from  the  dfffiiieat  ma- 
auntcturavs  ev  iroa,  leotner^  wool,  Ac  aaa 
the  merehants  of  this  country,  which 
complaints,  I  iroagiae,  Che  hurry  of  pasa- 
ing  this  Bill  totally  prevents.  It  is  not, 
aays  he,  that  any  otlwr  goods  are  inter- 
rupted in  the  port  of  Bmton,  but  those 
which  are  charged  with  a  duty  from  hence. 
LoG^  to  the  eoneeauencee  of  this  BiH  ; 
•you  are  coafendfag  ror  a  matter  which  the 
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Bostoaiana  jrill  aot  give  up  qoiedj.  1  re- 
member, laid  be,  when  it  was  heJ^  a  dec- 
tvine  ia  this  House,  by  petsoas  of  grest  , 
aad  extensive  knowledge,  that  we  kad  no 
right  to  tax  AuMrica.  There  is  now  ao 
such  opiaioa;  the  question  was  thee, 
<«  Whether,  with  the  profits  whidi  we  re- 
ceive frosa  all  our  manufactares  exported 
henee,  it  would  be  a  wise  measure  to  tsx 
America  V*  What  is  the  reason,  said  he, 
that  you  siagle  out  Boston  for  your  parti- 
cular resentment  ?  Have  there  been  as 
other  towns  in  America  which  have  dis- 
obeyed your  orders?  Has  not  Philadel- 
phia, New  York,  aad  several  other  pro> 
viaees,  sent  back  their  tea?  Has  not  tht 
East  India  Company  su&red  neariy  si 
much  damage  from  the  tea  being  sent 
back,  as  indeed  where  they  have  laoded  it  ? 
Charles  Town  is  the  only  place  where 
they  have  •  suffisred  the  tea  to  be  landed ; 
and  what  have  they  done?  ThejhaveMt 
it  into  a  damp  cellar,  and  the  wIm^  ns 
become  rotten  and  useless.  Tou  fid 
yourselves  much  at  a  loss  about  this  Bill, 
aad  are  hurt,  because  the  inaoceat  are 
likely  to  be  involved  in  the  same  puni^i* 
meat  with  the  guilty.  Toa  are  naw  gofnf; 
tacensave  them,  in  the  same  naaner  a 
was  done  in  the  case  of  Edinlmrgh  tnd 
Glasgow,  where  the  people  at  large  were 
to  suibr  for  the  neglect  of  their  naca 
trates.  Hiere  is  a  great  diffineaee  be> 
tween  die  magistnites  of  Edinburgh  oi 
these  of  Boston ;  those  at  Edunbuneh  m 
chosen  by  die  people;  those  at  Bostos 
are  aoC;  they  are  appomted  hrthe  osss* 
cil,  and  the  couaeilare  elected  bj  thepr» 
viace  at  Iftrge.  Too  are  going  to  appoort 
a  new  part,  where  there  are  neither  sofi- 
cient  wharfs,  quays,  or  warehooses  fbr 
carrying  on  busiaess.  Yea  hereh7  pmusli 
the  Britssh  mercfaaatsmneb  mora  severrfj 
than  the  people  of  Boston.  The  Ibljsni 
chfidishaess  of  carrying  oir  aoeh  a  project 
is  certainly  very  'evident.  AM  fSmt  701 
have  eHseteu,  is  to  csrty  your  anercha^ 
dize  sevealeen  aaies  ftiniier  fion  the  tsv* 
of  BostOB,  sathat  the  BostoniaDa  ahaDfte 
ot>flgaQ  10  ao'  a*  an  aoaitloaaf  ex  pence  ^ 


eonveyiag  their  merehaadfase 
port  of  Mem  bf  iiad.  Ton  ask  wftv  tte 
Americamrdaaotpeylftetrd^taf  tfjm 
stop  the  experts,  you  wiB  of  come  stop 
the  payment  of  those  dsbts.  Row,  St, 
let  as  consider  bow  Ms  Bffl  is  liraaM 
upon  principles  of  Justice;,  if  parfiamesi 
canthuidly  passes  Bills,  sonetimea  to  ps* 
alsh  the  penon,  at  ether  thsies  die  lAree^ 
you  Willi  by  and  by,  have  year  hamlbi  daBf 
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■pyloyed;  yon  will  sooa  eaflame  all 
^jncnca*  and  tttr  np  a  ooat^oftbn  ^ou  will 
tot  be  aUe  to  pacify.  The  pasBiog  thia 
)iil  io  a  waek  or  mo^  do^  not  give  time  to 
he  iojured  persona  in  America  to  petition 
hie  Houae  for  redress.  I  rejeioe,  that 
^ou  have  at  least  had  one  petitioe  frooa 
he  nativea  of  America  residing  in  this 
:ottntry:  the  language  of  that  petition 
leera  the  fisioe  of  a  weO-wrktea,  enaeswar* 
ible  argument;  it  u  no  coaraMm  petition, 
ia  ia  the  strong  and  pathetic  language  that 
Krila  their  own  fieelingSy  and  those  <^  th«r 
Eeilow  subjects  in  America.  I  widi  to 
Ikear  some  arguments  oflSered  against  what 
m  contained  in  it»  for  it  will  be  said,  both 
tiere  and  in  America,  that  such  reasons 
■cMi  arguments  deserve  an  answer. 

Mr.  fVelbore  EQis  said,  he  did  not  rise 
to  answer  the  hoe.  gentleman  to  the  first 
pATt  of  what  he  advanced,  being  arguments 
vliich  had,  in  a  former  dd)ate,  been  urged 
amd  sufficiently  replied  to.  He  said,  this 
behaviour  of  tlie  Americans  was  the  most 
daiect  opposition  to  the  laws  of  this  conn* 
try  that  oookl  possibly  be  ooncmved.  If 
this  country,  said  he,  has  not  a  right  to  pass 
a  tax  on  America,  they  have  no  right  to 
piiss  any  law  whatsoever  relative  to  it 
The  present  Bill  confirms  no  tax ;  it  enacts 
it  imposes  none ;  the  tax  upon  tea 
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Mr.  Edmund  Burfce.  I  troable  yoo. 
Sir,  in  the  last  stage  of  this  Bill,  because 
I  weuid  not  appear  petulant  when  my  ob* 
jectiooB  run  to  the  whole  of  it.  1  never 
knew  any  thing  that  has  gitea  me  a  more 
heart»£elt  sorrow  than  the  present  mea^ 
sure.  This  Bill  is  attempted  to  be  hasten* 
ed  through  the  House  in  such  a  manner, 
that  i  can  by  no  means  assent  to  it ;  it  ia 
to  be  oarri^  by  force  and  threats  bto 
exeqetion ;  and  you  have  even  refined  to 
hear  Mr.  Bolhm,  the  agent,  declaring  him 
to  be  no  agent  for  Massachusets  Bay,  or 
not  properly  authorised  by  tliem  to  pre- . 
sent  such  petition ;  you  have  not  now  one  I 
left  in  England  to  be  heard  in  behalf  of 
any  of  the  colonies ;  the  only  6bstructioa 
that  this  Bill  has  had,  has  been  owing  to 
its  own  v»  imrtup ;  but  persons  who  op- 
pose this  Bill,  are  immediately  put  to  the 
same  kind  of  punbhmebt  in  tne  public  , 

Kpers  which  oflenders  in  America  are. ' 
K)k,  Sir,  into  the  public  papers,  you  will 
see  Cinna,  and  a  thousana  other  Roman 
names,  throwing  out  ^ir  invectives,  and 
tarring  aad  feathering  all  those  who  dare 
oppose  the  Bill.  1  suppese  I  shall  reap 
mv  share  for  this  opposition  e  but,  Sir,  at 
all  events,  1  will  enter  my  protest  againat^ 
this  Bill,  and  wUl  mount  my  little  palfrev^ 
and  apeak  of  the  injustice  which  the  Billi 
was  introduced  to  prevent  tea beii^  smug*    contains   widi    the   greatest  confidenee.' 


gled  into  that  country.  The  hen.  gentle* 
man  (Mr.  Dowdeswell)  has  said,  this  Bill 
was  unjust  and  unwise.  I  dilbr  much 
firoiB  him,  and  think  it  both  josi  and  wise. 
This  Bill  makes  it  expedient  for  them  to 
do  their  duty,  and  pots  the  Bostonians 
epon  the  enquiry  tb  find  out  who  were  the 
parties  that  committed  this  riot ;  the  per* 
foaa  or  magistratea  in  the  tonrn,  not  en* 
qusring  into  the  pvoceedlngs,  are  much  Co 
blame,  and  1  cannot  think  this  Biil  hi  the 
IsMt  unwise.  Can  it.  Sir,  be  enwiso^ 
andess  it  is  unwise  to  maintain  the  antho- 
ritjof  this  eoaniry,  and  to pmilsh  tbooe 
she  have  been  the  aggressors  agafiaat  its 
hiwa?  Ike  hoe.  gentkraian,  he  smd,  had 
iBoationed  that  ethevs  were  geihy,  and 
whv'were  they  not  punished  ?  Thwe  is, 
aasd  he,  a  di&Bseni  degree  of  crime  in  each 
of  tham^  and  aome  are  more  te  blame  than 
ethera  It  Is  tieason  in  Ae  Boatenians, 
and  can  only  be  deemed  e  high  crime  end 
mhdemeanoff  hi  the  othem ;  bat,  in  my 
mted,  it  appeals  to  be  wise,  irst,  te  single 
eat  Boston  aa  the  principal  ringleader  of 
the  whole  diituihenee,  and  begin  thismt-  • 
Iheie^  in  order  te  tee  whateaect  . 


The  grievenoe  which  ut  stated  in  the  pa« 
pen  before  rou  on  the  table,  appears  to  be 
an  universal  resistance  from  alt  America 
aoainsl  any  goods  or  merchandiae  that 
shall  be  loaded  with  taxes.— He  derired 
that  that  part  of  general  Haldiman's  let- 
ter, dedaring  the  resolution  of  the  Ame« 
rkans  not  to  submit  to  receive  soods  with 
doty  upon  theos,  nsj^t  be  read ;  he  read 
the  extract  he  had  made  in  his  place ;  he 
said,  the  whole  meeting  in  the  town  of 
Boston  eenslstad  of  six  or  seven  hundred 
men  of  the  fimt  rank  and  opulent  fortune  , 
in  the  phuse;  that  the  proeeedkigs  were  ! 
c— dycied  with  the  utmost  decency.  He  I 
saidv  thia  was  not  e  meethig  of  mean  per- 
sons, bet  that  the  acts  of  resistance  were 
all  eeentCMmced  by.  universal  consent.; 
Observe,  said  he^  thai  the  disturbances 
are  generri;  sbew  me  one'port  hi  all 
Amenca  wheie  the  goodi  have  been  land* 
ed  and  vended  {  the  distemper  is  genera!, 
but  die  punishment  Is  local,  by  way  of  ex- 
chanee.  Whether  It  wil  be  eftetual  or 
nee,  I  de not  knew;  bet,  Sir,  let  me  pamt 
.  Sethis  House  the  mnpropriety  of  a  raea- 
Mke  this;  it  is  a  remedrof  the  most 
lew  but  fbe  i 
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.quence,  and  you  wilLrepent  the  measure; 
give  orders  at  oilce  to  your  admirals  to 
burn  and  destroy  the  town;  that  will  be 
both  efiectual,  proper,  and  moderate,  and 
of  a  piece  with  the  rest^  of  your  proceed- 
ings,  evetUus  tristis.  One  town  in  pro- 
scription, the  rbst  in  rebellion,  can  never 
be  a  remedial  measure  for  general  disturb- 
ances; Have  you  considered  whether  yon 
(have  troops  and  ships  sufficient  to  enforce 
an  universal  proscription  to  the  trade  of| 
^the  whole  continent  of  America?  If  you' 
have  not,  the  attempt  is  childish,  and  the 
operation  fruitless.  Only,  Sir,  see  the 
consequence  of  blocking  up  one  port ;  for 
instance,  that  of  Virginia  Bay ;  which,  if 
you  dot  you  will  destroy  the  tobacco  trade, 
and  thereby  bring,  as  it  were,  a  certain 
ruin  on  your  own  merchants  at  Glasgow 
and  Edinburgh.  This  Bili  has  twen 
thought  a  vigorous,  but  not  a  rigorous  pu- 
nishmenu    It    is  my  opinion    that 
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tber  the  governor,  nor  the  coundl,  norasj 
of  the  Custoof-hoose  officers,  have  ever  ja 
applied  to  me  for  any  assistance ;  if  ihq 
had,  I  could  most  certainly  have  puti 
stop  to  all  their  riot  and  violeaces,  but  d1 
wiuiout  some  bloodshed,  and  firing  upcs 
their  town,  and  killing  nuny  innooet 
people.  Why,  Sir,  did  not  the  governor 
at  once  send  for  this  assistance  ?  Wsik 
contrary  to,  or  do  you  think  he  would  haia 
broke  through  his  instructions  if  he  hsi 
endeavoured,  by  such  ways  and  meaoi^ 
to  preserve  the  public  peace,  and  pretest 
violences  from  being  committed  >  The 
fault  of  this  governor  ought  not  to  be  tbr 
means  of  punishment  for  the  innocent 
You  have  found  that  there  was  no  goven- 
ment  there.  Why  did  not  th^  eovetaa 
exercise  his  authority  ?  Why  did  nof  the 
ships,  execute  their  duty  2  What  was  the 
reason  they  did  not  act  ?  Why  is  not  Mi; 
Hancock,  and  the  chief  people  who  m 
known,  punished,  and  not  the  tnnoceotia- 


is  my  opinion    tnat    yon 

might  even  punish  the  individuals  who 

committed  the  violence,  without  involving  j  volved  with  the  guilty  in  one  unirersd 
.'the  innocent:   I  should  approve  much  of  |  calamity?  You,  surely,  Sir,  c»nnot  have 

that ;  but,  ^r,  to  take  away  the  trade  from  power  to  take  away  the  trade  of  a  port, 
\lie  town  at  Boston,  is  surdy  a  severe  pu-  i  and  call  it  privilege !  Whj  was  not  voor 

nisbment.    Would   it  not  be  a  rigorous  >  force  that  was  present  applied  to  quell  the 

measure  to  take  away  the  trade  of  the  [  disturbances  ?  How  came  they  to  be  » 
'  Thames,  for  instance,  and  direct  the  mer- ,  feeble  and  inactive  ?   Hew  are  you  sure 


chandize  to  bje  landed  at  Gravesend?  I 
.call  this  Bill  most  unjust,  for  is  it  not  fun- 
damentally unjust  to  prevent  the  parties 
'  who  have  ofiended  from  being  heard  in 
their  defence  ?  Justice,  Sir,  is  not  to  be 
measured  by  geographical  lines  nor  dis- 
tances. Every  man,  Sir,  is  authorised  to 
be  a  magistrate,  to  put  a  stop  to  duturb- 
ances  which  he  perceives  to  be  committiMl 
against  his  Majesty's  peace ;  but  did  you 
expect  that  the  people  .who  were  not  pre- 
sent at  such  disturbances,  would  be  equally 
punished  for  not  aiding  and  assisting  in 
putting  an  end  to  those  riots  which  uiey 


that  the  orders  and  frieates  which  yoa  now 

send  will  act  better  ?  1  cannot  think  tki^ 

by  any  means,  a  prudent   nueasuic,  ia 

blocking  up  one  port  after  another ;  the 

consequence  will,  be  dreadful^  and  I  sm 

afraid  destructive ;  you  will  draw  a  foreign 

I  force  upon  you,  perhmis,  at  a  time  wbea 

I  you  little  expect  it ;  I  will  not  say  where 

i  that  will  end;  I  will  be  silent  upon  that 

head,  and  go  no  further ;  but  think,!  cos- 

jure  you,  of  the  consequence.     Again,  Sir, 

m  one  of  the  dauses  of  the  fiUl  you  pro- 

scvibe  the  property  of  the  people,  to  be 

governed  and  measured  by  the  will  of  the 


never  saw  x>r  heard  of?  This,  Sir,  is  surely .  crown.  This  is  a  ruinous  and  dao^eroui 
the  doctrine  of  devils*  to  require  men  tol  principle  to  adopL  There  is  an  univcfssi 
be  present  in  every  part  otAmericawhere-^  discontent  throughout  all  America,  firoa 

an  internal  bad  government,  f^heie  mt 
but  t^o  ways  to  ^ern  America;  either 


ever  a  riot  happens :  but  this  Bill  involves 
those  who  have  never  in  the  least  been 
.guilty ;  and  then  you  again  say,  thai  the 
disturbances  which  did  happen  ought  to. 
have  been  immeldiately  put  a  stop  to  by 
the  people  of  Boston,  and  that  they  were 
bound  to  preserve  the  good  order  of  the 
towu;  but,  Sir,  I  have  too  much  reverence 
for  the  image  of  God  to  conceive  that  the 
hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Welbore  Ellis)  does 
really  and  truly  imbibe  such  a  doctrine. 
He  then  recid  part  of  colonel  Leslie's  letter. 
No.  4f5,  wherein  the  colonel  said>  tbut  nei- 


to  make  it  subservient  to  all  your  laws»  or 
to  let  it  ffovern  itself  by  its  own  intend 
policy.  I  abhor  the  measure  of  taxatiaa 
where  it  is  only  for  a  quarrel^  and  not  for 
a  revenue;  a  measure  that  is  teasing  and 
irritating  without  any  good  efect ;  but  s 
revision  of  this  question  will  one  day  or 
other  come,  wherein  I  hope  to  ghre  mj 
opinion.  But  this  is  the  day,  then,  Uut 
you  wish  to  go.  to  war  with  all  Americs, 
m  order  to  conrihateihal  country  to  thif ,- 
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tnd  to  say  that  America  shall  be  obedient 
to  all  the  laws  of  this  country.  I  wish  to 
lee  a  new  regulation  and  plan  of  a  new 
egislation  in  that  country,  not  founded 
upon  your  laws  and  statutes  here,  but 
zrouoded  upba  the  vital  principles  of 
Eloglisb  liberty. 

Mr.  Crrey  Cooper  said,  .he  could  not 
ig^ree  in  the  doctrines  laid  down  by  the 
ion.  gentleman  who  spoke  last,  that  the 
Bill  was  unjust  or  unwise ;  it  was,  in  his 
opinion,  a  temperate  and  prudent  law  to 
^reserve  the  trade  of  this  country,  and 
protect  the  peace  of  America;  he  was 
lorry  to  find  that  hon.  i^ntleman  in  parti- 
cular should  be  upbraiding  government 
for  not  making  use  of  military  force ;  nor 
ihould  he  have  expected  that  such  a  pro» 
position  would  have  come  from  him.  It 
las  been  said  that  the  Americans  cannot 
!)e  heard  in  their  own  defence  before  this 
measure  takes  efiect.  Look  at  the  pnpers 
>n  the  table,  where  you  see  the  resolutions 
jf  their  public  meetings  ordered  to  be  sent 
^ver  here,  that  we  might  be  acquainted 
with  them.  After  such  a  defiance,  can  it 
be  expected,  that  they  would  come  over 
bere  to  be  heard,  and  say  any  thing  at 
^our  bar  but  what  they  had  already  told 
fou,  and  sent  to  you  expressly  in  the 
>apers  on  your  table,  where  they  refuse  a 
direct  obedience  to  all  your  laws?  It  is 
isked  again.  Sir,  whether  the  individuals 
ire  not  to  be  punished  when  they  are 
bund  out?  I  apprehend.  Sir,  that  this 
neasure  by.no  means  excuses  the  guilty 
persons  from  being  brought  to  condign 
)unisbment.  The  Black  Act  of  this  coun- 
ry  is  a  similar  case  with  regard  to  this 
Bill,  where  the  hundred  are  fined  in  the 
lenalty  of  900L  for  not  suppressing  the 
>fFences  mentioned  in  that  Act,  such  as 
cutting  down  trees,  breaking  banks,  and 
Hher  misdemeanors.  The  whole  hun- 
Ired,  in  this  case,  are  not  present  at  the 
commission  of  the  crime,  yet  they  are  * 
)unished  for  it ;  nor  does  that  fine  excuse  ' 
he  criminal  from  being  particularly  pu- 
lished  where  the  aggressor  can  be  found  ' 
>ut.  The  Bill  before  you  is  a  law  for  the"^ 
irotection  of  trade ;  it  is  a  mild  measure, 
f  they  obey  it ;  if  they  oppose  it,  the  re- 
mit of  it  will  only  make  the  punishment, 
fhe  resolves  at  Boston  I  consider  as  direct 
ssue  against  the  Declaratory  Act;  they 
riearly  proved  a  determined  resolution  in 
he  Americans  to  oppose  every  Uw  of 
his  country;  but  the  Bostonians  alone 
lave  carried  into  execution  what  others 
mve  only  resolved.     This  Bill,  Sir,  I  look 
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upon  to  be  the  act  of  a  father  chastising 
his  sbn  on  one  line,  and  restoring  the  trade 
and  peace  of  America  on  the  other,  and 
therefore  I  highly  approvie  of  the  measure. 

Mr.  Anthony  Bacon  said  there  was  not 
a  port  in  New  Ei^gland  but  what  had  suf- 
ficient warehouses  for  the  reception  of  all 
the  merchandize  of  Great  Britain. 

Governor  FawnaU  said,  that  he  had 
always  been  of  opinion,  that  internal  taxes 
could  not  legally  be  laid,  but  t)iat  he  agreed 
in  external  ones;  that  there  wanted  a  re- 
vision of  the  general  laws  relating  to  Ame- 
rica ;  he  said  he  wished  that  the  tea  duty 
was  repealed,  but  he  did  not  think  this  fhe 
proper  time  or  season  to  adopt  the  mea- 
sure. There  ought  also  to  be  a  review  of 
the  ffoveronents ;  the  Americans  have  a 
real  love  far  sovernment ;  they  love  order 
and  peace  fnere  the  House  laughed) ; 
he  said,  I  oo  aver  that  they  love  peace, 
for  I  look  upon  this  to  be  the  act  of  the 
mob,  and  not  of  the  people,  and  wait  but 
a  litde  it  will  regulate  itself. 

The  Lord  Advocate  said,  the  question 
had  been  very  fuUy  argued,  and  he  should 
give  his  hearty  affirmative  to  the  Bill. 

Lord  John  CavemUsh  spoke  a  few  wordf 
asainst  the  Bill,  and  said,  he  should  give 
his  negative  to  its  passing  in  its  present 
form. 

Mr.  r.  Totxnuhend  spoke  also  against 
the  Bill,  and  said,  he  should  be  against  iu 
passing  into  a  law. 

jMr.  Savahridge  said,  the  offence  of  de- 
stroying the  tea  was  xlone  in  the  ni^ht  time» 
and  not  tempore  diumo  ;  that  this  was  an  ' 
expostjacto  law,  and  that  the  law  of  the 
Black  Act,  which  had  been  mentioned, 
was  not  in  force  before  the  offence  was 
committed;  that  as  far  as  that,  or  any 
other  precedent  participated  of  this  law, 
so  far  they  were  most  miquitous ;  that  it 
was  an  act  of  cowardice  in  the  minister  to 
come  to  parliament  to  ask  for  that  which 
had  been  allowed,  and  was  in  the  power  of 
the  crown  to  order  and  direct :  he  meant^ 
he  said,  the  removal  of  the  Custom-house 
officers,  and  other  things  mentioned. in 
that  Act,  the  preservation  of  the  peace, 
and  the  executive  authority  in  that  coun- 
try. All  these  might  have  been  done  t)y 
the  crown,  without  applying  to  parliament, 
but  the  minister  was  timorous  of  proceed- 
ing himself,  and  wanted  to  skulk  behind 
the  protection  of  the  legislature. 

Irf>rd  North  said,  he  rose  to  explain 
himseU^  and  was  sorry  to  commit  an  of- 
fence to  the  House  at  that  hour  of  the 
night,  and  especially  as  it  would  be  to  the 
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disturbance  of  the  nefglibourhood,  who 
are  totally  innocent  (alluding:  to  ihe  charge 
that  had  been  made  by  ^f^.  Sawbridge, 
that  the  innocent  people  in  the  town  of 
Boston  would  suffer  equally  with  the  Of- 
fenders) ;  nor  am  I^  Sir,  ashamed,  at  any 
time,  to  take  shelter  under  ilic  legislature. 
The  hon.  gentleman  says,  .the  minister 
might  do  certain  <  things,  which  are  to  be 
enacted  in  that  Bill,  without  application  to 
parliament,  such  as  changing  the  Custom- 
bouse  officers,  ordering  the  peace  to  be 
prfiserved,  and  a  better  regulation  of  in- 
ternal government  to  take  place;  but 
that  they  could  not  block  up  a  porf,  or 
make  it  illegal  for  the  landing,  lading,  and 
ihipping  of  goods  in  any  place  heretofore 
granted,  without  the  aid  of  parliament..  1 
win  not  undertake  to  say,  what  will  be  the 
consequence  or  event  of  this  measure ;  I 
sm  strongly  of  opinion  it  will  be  salutary 
and  effective ;  but  I  will  say,  that  it  was 
not  in  the  power  of  the  minister  to  sit  still 
and  take  no  measure.  I  believe.  Sir,  that 
no  prosecution  in  that  country,  according 
to  its  present  form  of  government,  will  be 
effectual ;  I  was  therefore  much  for  adopt- 
ing the  measure  proposed.  It  certainly 
may  be  right  to  direct  a  prosecution 
against  those  individuals  who  may  be 
found  offenders ;  but  can  the  hon.  gentle- 
ifnan  be  of  opinion,  from  what  he  has  seen 
and  read  from  the  papers  on  the  table, 
that  any  obedience  will  be  patd  to  such  a 
prosecution,  or  that  it  will  be  in  the  least 
degree  effective  ?  This  measure  will  cer- 
tainly not  excuse  the  individual  offenders, 
any  more  than  the  fine  upon  a  county,  be- 
Ween  sun. and  sun,  will  excuse  the  person 
who  committed  the  robbery.  This  is  no 
expost'JacU)  law;  they  committed  the  of- 
fence of  destroying  the  tea,  knowing  and 
jdeclaring,  at  the  same  time,  the  law  which 
they  offended  against.  The  committee  of 
Boston,  Sir,  gave  the  directions  for  the 
destruction  of  the  tea,  and  have  declared 
their  resolution  of  resistance  to  the  obe- 
dience of  our  laws ;  yet  we  are  desired  to 
hear  them;  to  hear  those  very  persons 
who  have  declared  to  you,  and  to  all  the 
world,  that  they  intended  this  violence 
against  the  law ;  therefore,  it  is  said,  Sir, 
by  some  lion,  gentlemen  in  this  House, 
that  we  ought  not  to  proceed  in  this  mea- 
sure till  we  have  heard  these  very  people, 
who  are  the  great  offenders,  say  at  your 
l>ar,  in  their  defence,  that  Great  Britain 
has  no  authority  to  tax  them :  they  can 
make  no  other  plea;  they  9an  make 
no  other    declaration   than   what   they 
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have  already  done;  but,  Sir,  we  mist 
adopt  the  measure,  let  wfi:tt  will  be  the 
consequence.  I  hop6  and  conclude  it  will 
be  a  happy  one.  Is  this  then  the  best 
measure  in  the  present  case  ?  It  certainlj 
is  :  I  bear  of  none  other  preferable  or  I 
would  adopt  it.  It  is  to  tell  America,  thit 
you  are  iti  ^^mest.  If  we  do  not  ram 
totally  to  giVe  up  the  matter  m  (^estioe, 
we  must  asiert  our  right  at  this  tioe, 
whil6  we  ^afn,  whilst  it  Is  m  our  power. 
Instead  of  Our  treating  America  like  a  fb- 
reign  emetny,  America  has  tre^lted  us  lib 
on^ ;  disavowing  oilr  auttiority,  and  de- 
claring against  all  obedience  to  the  lam  of 
Great  Britain.  Wfe  are  threatened  again, bf 
onb  hon.  gentleman,  lest  a  foreign  eDenrr 
should,  in  this  emergeticv,  ^rt  up-be 
stopped  short,  and  said  he  would  »jc9 
more  rlpon  that  head.  I  suppose  be  loeigt 
that  this  foreign  enemy  would  lay  bold  rf 
America  during  our  contest.  Time  cf 
{peace.  Sir,  Is  the  only  season  for  adoptii^ 
regulations.  This  is  the  crisis,  then,  in 
which  that  -^contest  ought  to  be  deter- 
mined. Another  hon.  Iriend  of  mine  a 
for  repealing  the  tea  duty.  I  am  of  op* 
nion,  Sir,  that  i*epealing  any  faieasureffbi- 
tver,  at  this  ihoiticnt,  would  stamp  ui  vitk 
a  degree  of  timidity,  tad  would  prodace  i 
totally  different  efiect  fVom  what  I  exped 
thi^  measure  will  do. 

Governor  Johnstone  rose  tio  speak,  tel 
the  House  being  noisy,  he  saia,  if  the 
House  was  not,  at  that  late  hour,  disposedts 
hear  him,  he  would  sit  down ;  but  as  I  see, 
says  he,  such  agredt  majority  likely  to  ip- 
prove  of  this  Bill,  I  shall  be  very  cautioBi 
in  delivering  my  poor  opinion.  TIjc  p«^ 
IndrA  Company,  Sir,  is  the  butt  bel»e^ 
America  and  England.  I  much  ad^eed 
the  directors  to  desist  frort  exporting  ta 
to  America.  1  foresaw  it  ^as  a  roeas^ 
that  would  produce  no  good  effect  "« 
Are  now  asked  to  adopt  this  measure  b^ 
fore  us;  but  here,  Sir,  cinwegiveoB? 
consent  to  h  Bill  of  this  sort,  withotf 
knowing  what  is  to  follow  ?  I  am  '^ 
c^ertairt,  thAt  a  sort  of  rebcflicn  will  take 
place  upon  ihh  measure  being  koowu  ffl 
America,  In  that  country,  Sir,  ibe  g^ 
vernor  is  nothing  more  than  a  mere  cy- 
pher ;  he  has  no  support  in  any  propoflti^ 
he  makes,  no  places  to  eive  away,  and  yet 
you  blame  him  for  not  keeping  up  bis  aih 
thority.  I  do  not  like  the  ^^^^f^ 
the  Bill,  which  ieaves  open  the  undefined 
damage  to  the  India  Company.  I  ^r  * 
sum  ought  to  be  fixed  for  the  »^^^ 
of  the  Americanly  that  they  m«btk2i<^ 
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vh9t  the/  had  tp  depeod  upon,  and  what 
laniage  to  amerce  the  offenders  in.  Sir, 
t  would  have  been  full  as  prejudicial,  and 
ull  as  absurd^  if  ^^ou  h^  passed  a  Bill  to 
irevent  the  inhabitants  of  Middlesex  from 
owing  corn,  §8  it  is  to  prevent  the  town  of 
Boston  fVofn  reaping  any  profit  or  advan- 
age  fropn  their  trade  and  mei:cbandlse. 

Mr.  Sauilind^e  said,  he  rose  again,  just 
o  blame  the  minister  for  being  timid  in 
loing  his  duty  without  ihe  authority    of 
parliament.     He  was  very  certain,  he  said, 
hat  there  were  three  things  in  the  Bill ; 
hat  there  was   this,  and  this,  and  this  | 
hing,  which  the  minister  might  have  done, : 
vithout  skulking  behind  the  legislative  au-  | 
hurity  fgr  snelter ;  that  indeed  the  fourth,  j 
»f  stopping  up  their  port,  he  believed  it . 
v^as  proper  to  apply  to  parliament  for ;  | 
>t4t  he  was  very  certain  that  this,  and  this, 
itid  this,  might  have  been  done  without 
iie  aid  of  parliament. 

X»ord  lf}rth>  Sir,  I  have  been  formerly 
>lamed  for  bemg  the  only  ostensible  roinis- 
:er  of  this  country.  I  am  now  chargcfl 
with  not.  coining  forth  and  doiifg  the  duty 
>r  an  acting  mmjster  without  applying  to 
parliament.  1  never,  Sir,  am  ashameq  to 
liavc  the  sanction  and  direction  of  parlia- 
ment as  the  rul^  aud  guide  of  my  conduct ; 
but,  Sir,  if  I  had  done  as  the  hop.  gentle- 
man who  spoke  last,  wishes  me  to  have 
ionCy  this,  and  this,  and  this,  I  had  done 
lotliing,  unless  I  had  come  to  parliament 
for  that,  and  that,  then  the  main  object, 
what  the  lion,  gentleman  thinks  I  ought  to 
bave  come  to  parliament  for,  and  without 
that,  he  all uws  I  should  do  nothing;  but 
tiowever  he  may  wish  ,me  to  have  done 
;his,  and  this,  and  this  of  my  own  head  as 
i  m^nibter,  the  hon.  gentleman  (food  as  he 
s,  and  altvays  has  been  of  prerogative) 
nrould  have  disagreed  to  my  proceeding, 
lad  objected  against  it. 

The  Bill  was  then  pa^ed. 

Petition  of  the  Americans  in  London 
igaimt  the  Boston  l*ort  BiU,'}  March  25. 
S  Pot!  i  ion  oi*  several  oftiyes  of  North 
A.raerica,  was  presented  .^o  the  House, 
ind  read ;  getting  forth,  . 

*'  That  the  petitioners,  being  natives  of 
ils  Majesty's  dumiaions  in  America,  are 
leeply  ji^rested  in  every  proceeding  of 
Jte^j^puse,  which  touches  the  life,  hber- 
Jes.  or  property,  of  any  penon  or  persons 
n  the  said  dominions ;.  a^p  that  the  peti- 
tioners conceive  themselves  and  their  fel- 
low-subjects intitled  to  the  rights  of  natu- 
ral justice,  and  to  the  common  law.of  £og« 
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land,  as  their  unalienable  birthright ;  that 
they  apprehend  it  to  be  an  inviolable  rule 
of  natural  justice,  that  no  man  shall  be 
condemned  unheard ;  and  that,  according 
to  law,  no  person  or  persons  can  be  judgea 
without  being  callea  upon  to  answer,  and 
being  permitted  to  hear,  the  evidence 
against  them,  and  to  make  their  defence ; 
and  that  it  is  therefore  with  the  deepest 
sorrow  they  understand  that  the  House  i&' 
now  about  to  pass  a  Bill,  to  punish  ^itb 
unexampled  rigour  the  town  of  Boston  for 
a  trespass  committed  by  some  persons  uq« 
known  upon  the  property  of  toe  East  tn* 
dia  Company,  without  the  said  town's 
being  apprized  of  any  accusation  broiiflh^ 
against  them,  or  having  been  permitted  to 
hear  the  evidence,  or  to  make  their  de- 
fenco;  and  that  the  petitioners  conceived 
such  proceedings  to  be  djrectfy  repugnant 
to  every  principle  of  law  and  justice; 'anil 
that,  under  such  a  precedent,  no  man,  of 
body  of  men,  in  America,  Could  enjovk 
moment's  security;  (ot  if  judgment  be 
ii^mediately  to  follow  an  accusation 
against  the  people  of  America,  supported 
even  by  persons  notoriously  at  enmity  with 
them,  and  accused,  unacquainted  with  the 
charge,  and,  from  the  nature  of  theic 
situation,  utterly  incapable  of  answering 
and  defending  themselves,  every  fence 
against  false  accusation  will  be  pulle^ 
down,  justice  will  no  longer  be  their  shiela^ 
nor  innocence  an  exemption  from  punish* 
ment;  and  representing  to  the  House» 
that  the  law  in  America  ministers  redresa 
for  any  injuries  sustained  there;  and  they 
can  most  truly  affirm,  that'it  is  administered 
in  that  country  with  as  much  impartialitr 
as  in  any  other  part  of  his  Majesty's  domi« 
nions ;  in  proof  of  this,  they  appeal  to  an  in- 
stance of  great  notoriety,  in  which,  under 
every  circumstance  that  could  exasperate 
the  people,  and  dihturb  the  course  of  jus- 
tice, captain  Preston  and  his  soldiers  had 
a  fair  trial,  and  favourable  verdict ;  while 
the  due  course  of  law  holds  out  redress  for 
any  injury  sustained  in  America,  they  ap- 
prehend the  interposition  of  parliamentary 
power  to  be  full  of  danger,  and  without 
any  precedent ;  if  the  persons  who  com- 
mitted this  trespass  are  known,,  then  the 
East  India  Company  have  their  remed^ 
against  them  atlaw ;  if  they  are  unknown, 
the  petitioners  cannot  comprehend  by 
what  rule  of  justice  the  town  can  be  pu- 
nished for  a  civil  injury  committed  by  per- 
sons not  known  to  belong .  to  them ;  and 
the  petitioners  conceive,  that  there  is  not 
an  wtao,^;  even  in  the  mo^t  arbitrarr 
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tipes,  in  which  a  ci^  was  punished  by 
parliamentAry  authority,  without  being 
beard,  for  a  civil  offence  not  committed 
ID  their  jurisdiction,  and  without  redress 
having  been  sought  at  common  law :  the 
cases  which  they  have  heard  adduced  are 
directly  against  it ;  that  of  the  kins  against 
the  city  of  London,  was  for  a  murder  com- 
mitted within  its  waUs,  by  its  citizens,  in 
epen  day ;  but  even  then,  arbitrary  as  the 
times  were,  the  trial  was  public  in  a  court 
of  common  law,  the  party  heard,  and  the 
law  laid  down  by  the  judges  was,  that  it 
was  an  offence  at  the  common  law  to 
suffer  such  a  cripae  to  be  committed  in  a 
walled  town  tempore  diumo^  and  none  of 
the  offenders  to  be  known  or  indicted; 
the  case  of  Edinburgh,  in  which  parlia- 
ment did  interpose,  was  the  commission 
of  an  atrocious  murder  within  her  j;ates, 
imd  aggravated  by  an  overt  act  oi  high 
treason,  in  executing  aeainst  the  express 
will  of  the  crown,  tne  Kind's  laws ;  it  is 
observable,  that  these  cities  had,  by 
charter,  the  whole  executive  power  with- 
in themselves ;  90  that  a  failure  of  justice 
necessarily  ensued  from  the  connivance ; 
in  both  cases,  however,  full  time  was  allow- 
ed them  to  discharge  their  duty,  and  they 
were  heard  in  their  defence ;  but  neither 
has  time  been  allowed  in  this  case ;  nor  is 
the  accused  heard ;  nor  is  Boston  a  walled 
town,  nor  was  the  fact  committed  within 
it;  nor  is  the  executive  power  in  their 
hands,  as  it  is  in  those  of  London  and 
Edinburgh ;  on  the  contrary,  the  governor 
himself  holds  that  power,  and  has  been 
advised  by  his  Majesty's  council  to  carry 
it  into  execution ;  if  it  has  been  neglected 
he  alone  is  answerable;  if  it  has  been 
executed,  perhaps,  at  this  instant,  while 
punishment  is  mfficting  here  on  those 
who  have  not  been  legally  tried,  the  due 
course  of  law  is  operating  there,  to  the 
discovery  and  prosecution  of  the  real  of- 
fenders ;  and  the  petitioners  think  them- 
selves bound  to  declare  to  the  House,  that 
they  apprehend,  a  proceeding  of  excessive 
rigour  and  injustice  will  sinx  deep  in  the 
minds  of  their  countrymen,  and  tend  to 
alienate  their  affections  from  this  coun- 
try ;  and  that  the  attachment  of  America 
cannot  survive  the  justice  of  Great  Bri- 
tain ;  and  that,  if  they  see  a  different  mode 
of  trial  established  for  them,  and  for  the 
people  of  this  country,  a  mode  which  vio- 
lates the  sacred  principles  of  natural  jus- 
tice, it  roust  be  productive  of  national  dis- 
trust, and  extinguish  those  filial  feeling 
of  respect  and  affection  which  have  hr- 


therto  attached  them  to  the  patent  state; 
urged  therefore  by  every  motive  of  ai!i»- 
tion  to  both  countries,  by  the  most  evBest 
desire,  not  only  to  preserve  their  ovd 
rights,  and  those  of  their  countrymen,  bat 
to  prevent  the  dissolution  of  that  love, 
harmony,  and  confidence,  between  the  two 
countries,  which  was  their  mutual  blentng 
and  support;  beseech  this  House  not  to 
pass  the  Bill."  I 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Debate  in  the  Commons  on  the  Bill  fir 
regulating  the  Govemmenfof  MtusachutiU 
Bay.]  March  28.  The  order  of  tbedn 
being  read  for  the  House  to  go  into  i 
committee  to  take  into  further  consaden- 
tion  his  Majesty's  Message,  and  the  Ame- 
rican papers,  the  House  immediatelj  i«- 
solved  itself  into  the  said  committee,  sr 
Charles  Whitworth  in  the  chair. 

Lord  North  rose  and  said,  he  meant  not 
to  open  the  plan  of  the  Bill  which  he  pro- 
posed to  bring  in  ;  and  aa  it  might  verr  veil 
DC  understood  by  gentlemen  in  tbatHoasf) 
from  the  papers  relating  to  America  that 
then  laid  before  them,  that  an  execati^ 
power  was  wanting  in  that  country,  mi 
that  it  was  highly  necessary  to  streogthcQ 
the  magistracy  of  it ;  thtit  the  force  oftbf 
civil  power  consisted  in  the  potte  amU- 
tus;  and  when  it  is  considered,  laidltt 
lordship,  that  the  posse  are  the  veij  |X> 
ple  who  have  committed  all  theie  nrts 
little  obedience  to  the  preservation  of  tbe 
peace  is  to  be  expected  from  tbea. 
There  ai)pears  to  be  a  total  defect  in  tbe 
constitutional  power  throughout  Iftht 
democratic  part  shews  that  conteopt  d 
obedience  to  the  laws,  bow  is  the^eroor 
to  execute  any  authority  vested  inhio< 
If  he  wants  any  magistrate  to  act,  whoa 
he  knows  will  be  willing  to  execute  the  | 
laws,  he  has  not  the  power  of  aopoiotiBl 
one,  nor  of  removing  one  that  will  noti^; 
die  council  have  alone  that  power,  whose 
dependence  is  on  the  democratic  psft» 
the  constitution.  It  appears  that  tbe  errs 
magistrate  has  been,  for  a  series  of  yeaffi 
uniformly  inactive ;  there  is  wnie^!"53i 
dically  wrong  in  that  constitution,  in  which 
no  magistrate,  for  such  a  number  of  yeo") 
has  ever  done  his  duty  in  such  a  rowjj 
as  to  force  obedience  to  the  laws.  uW 
governor  issued  a  proclamation,  there  ^ 
hardly  found  a  mi^istrate  to  obey  it ;  tM 
governor,  of  his  own  authority,  ^  no  no- 
thing ;  he  cannot  act,  or  gi?e  oat  snj  ^' 
der,  without  seven  of  the  council  consent- 
ing; the  authoffitj  of  that  gorena^*'* 
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in  so  forlorn  a  Bituation^  that  no  eoreipnor 
can  act ;  and,  where  there  is  ^ch  a  want 
of  civil  authority,  can  it  be  supposed  that 
the  military,  be  they  evef  so  numerous, 
can  be  of  the  least  senrice  ?    For  I  shall 
always  consider  that  a  military  power,  act* 
ing  under  the  authority  and  controul  of  a 
civil  magistrate,  is  part  of  the  constitution ; 
but  the  military  alone  ought  not,  and  can* 
not  act  without  the  controul  of  the  civil 
magistrate.    How  was  it  possible  for  the 
military   to   maintain    good  government 
when  they  were  not  called  upon  by  the 
civil  authority?     1  propose,  in  this  Bill, 
to  take  the  executive  power  from  the  hands 
of  the  democratic  purt  of  government ;  I 
would  propose,  that  the  governor  should  act 
as  a  justice  of  peace,  and  that  he  should 
have  tlie  power   to  .apfioint  the  officers 
throughout  the  whole  civil  authority,  such 
as  the  sheri£b,  provost,  marshal,  &c— the 
chief  justice  and  judges  of  the  supreme 
court  exceoted.    I  would  have  them  only 
removable  bv  his  Majestv,  under  his  sign 
manual,  and  upon   good  representations 
made  here.    Every  ^tleman  will  natu- 
rally see  the  impropriety  of  such  irregular 
assemblies,  or  town-meetings,  which  are 
now  held  in  Boston ;  I  would  have  them 
brought  under  some  regulation,  and  would 
not  suffer  them  to  to  be^  held  without  the 
consent  of  the  governor,  unless  upon  the 
annual  election  of  certain  officers,  which  it 
is  their  province  to  chuse.    Their  juries 
are  improperly  chosen ;  I  think  a  degree  of 
regulation  highly  necessary ;  I  am  always 
ready  and  open  to  hear  those  matters  dis- 
cussed, and  inclined  to  alter  my  opinion, 
when  I  hear  better  reasons  for  adopting 
any  other  mode  of  patting  the  civil  magis- 
tracy of  that  country  upon  a  good  footing ; 
but  until  the  executive  power  is  free,  it 
cannot  act;  our  regulations  here  are  of 
no  impoh,  if  you  have  nobody  in  that 
country  to  give  them  force.    Some  imme- 
diate, as  well  as  permanent  remedy,  must 
be  adopted.    1  therefore  propose  the  pre- 
sent Bill,  which  I  apprenend  will  effec- 
tually purae  that  constitution  of  all  its  cru- 
dities, and  give  a  degree  of  strength  and 
spirit  to  the  civil  magistracy,  and  to  the 
execative  power.    I  therefore  move  you, 
Sir,  ^  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  m  a 
Biii  for  the  better  regulating  the  govern- 
ment of  the  province    of  Ma^achosets 
Bay.*'    I  propose  that  this  Bill  shall  be 
brought  in,  and  lie  upon  the  table,  for  the 
inspection  of  the  House  and  gentlemen 
'    who  wish  to  make  the  propriety  of  ^ch  a 
Bill  the  oeafiire  of  their  conduct* 


Mr.  Byii£  said,  that  he  eoulil  not  be  at 
all  surpnsea  at  hearing  that  the  governor 
of  Boston  had  no  power,  when  he  had  not 
a  single  place  in  his  ^ift.  It  was  now  be- 
come a  fashion,  he  said,  to  give  away  those 
places  of  emolumeat  to  men  of  thiscountry, 
with  reversions  to  one,  two,  or  three  sons ; 
to  men  who  had  never  been  of  the  least 
public  service  to  this  country  in  his  appre- 
nensions  (  meaning  Mr.  Bradshaw).  Whilst 
places  continue  to  be  given  away  to  men 
of  this  country,  the  emoluments  of  which 
arise  from  the  labour  and  sweat  of  an  Ame- 
rican brow,  it  wfll  undoubtedly,  abd  very 
properly,  totallv  annihilate  the  power  of 
any  supreme  officer  in  that  countnr.  Men 
look  up  to  their  superiors,  and  obey  their 
directions  according  to  the  emolument! 
received  from  them ;  and  when  once  there 
is  no  dependance  in  it,  there  will  be  no 
obedience. 

Sir  F.Norhn  (Speaker)  said,  he  only  got 
up  to  know,  whether  there  was  to  be  aH 
assembly  left  to  the  Americans,  or  not) 
For  he  was  not  able  to  sav,  from  what  he 
had  heard  from  the  nobus  lord,  whether 
the  assembly  was  to  be  annihjMpd  or  not* 

Lord  North  assured  the  IPK  meinber, 
that  there  would  be  nothing  in  this*  Bfll 
that  affected  either  the  assembly  or  the 
council  in  their  legislative  power. 

Mr.  Stephen  Fax*  Can  there  be  any 
thing  so  necessary  to  alter  as  that  govern- 
ment which  can  neither  eovem  nor  manage 
itself?  The  people  of  Boston  have  be- 
haved in  a  most  outrageous  manner,  mili- 
tating against  every  principle  of  law  and 
justice,  combatinff  against  its  own  constitu- 
tional power,  and  totally  subverting  every 
idea  or  order  and  regularity.  Would  you 
let  these  men  go  on  in  that  chaos  of  dis- 
turbance ?  Would  you  wish  them  to  pro- 
ceed so  precipitately  to  their  destruction 
without  once  lending  the  aid  of  your  de- 
liberations to  rescue  them  from  the  self^ 
conceived  and  false  opinions  which  they 
have  imbibed.  I  hope.  Sir,  this  House 
will  lend  its  advice,  and  endeavour  to  save 
these  hot-headed  Americans,  not  by  vio- 
lent measures,  but  by  firm  and  manly  pro- 
ceedings. 

Lord  George  Germain.  It  may  not  be 
improper.  Sir,  I  hope^  to  throw  out  a  little 
upon  this  occasion,  and  to  ask  for  further 
information,  to  know  whether  this  is  to.  be 
the  extent  of  the  proposition  with  regard 
to  the  salutary  measures  that  are  to  be 
made  and  taken  in  this  Committee,  during 
tliis  whole  session ;  if  so.  Sir,  I  should  be 
glad  to  give^  my  poor  opinion^  a&il  add  aigr 


IMS]       U  GEORGE  IIL        DeMe 

mite  of  prtiervation  to  that  eouiHrj.  I 
could  have  wialied  that  the  noble  lord, 
whea  he  wat^Mming  ehk  ecbeae  of  salva- 
tion lo  thw  couDtry,  would  have,  at  least, 
coDsidered  that  there  wove  other  parts  of 
the  Hftemal  geverDmeae  neoessary  to  be 
put  under  eome  regulation.  I  mean  par- 
ticularly  the  internal  govemmeot  of  the 
province  of  Maasacbiisecs  Bay.  I  wish  to 
,eee  the  -council  of  that  country  oo  the 
'same  footing  as  other  colonies.  There  is 
a  degree  of  iteurdilv,  at  present,  in  the 
election  of  the  council.  I  cannot.  Sir,  dis* 
agree  with  the  noble  lord,  nor  can  I  think 
he  will  do  a  'belter  thing,  than  tp  put  an 
end  to  ibfiir  town  meetings.  I  would  not 
have  mencf  a  mercantile  cast  «very  day 
Collecting  Ihemselves  together,  and  de- 
bating  about  poliiioal  matters;  I  would 
have  them  follow  «their  oecupiitions  as 
merchants,  and  not  consider  themselves  as 
minialers  of  that  country.  1  would  also 
wfeh,  that  all  corporate  powers  might  be 
given  to  certain  pleople  in  every  town,  in 
tfie  same  manner  that  corporations  are 
formed  here ;  I  should  then  expect  to  see 
some  subordination,  some  autnority  and 
order.  I  do  not  know  by  what  power 
those  are  to  be  formed,  but  I  wish  that 
they  mav  be  formed  by  some.  Again, 
Sir,  I  think  that  the.  method  of  grand 
Juries  ought  to  be  much  attended  to ;  they 
are  now  chosen  for  life,  and  have  a  yearly 
salary,  and  these  are  the  men  to  whom 
your  life  and  property  is  entrusted.  Your 
people  know  to  whom  to  make  application, 
^lien  law  and  justice  are  wished  to  be  sub- 
verted by  ftivour  and  nifeetaon.  Your 
petty  juries  are  elected  annually,  so  many 
persons  in  eadi  town ;  to  these  men  -offen- 
ders know  how  to  apply;  and  when  any 
riot  happens  between  uie  military  power 
*aiid  the  people  of  the  town,  the  jury, 
being  taken  principally  out  of  that  town, 
the  power  of  life  and  death  of  the  offender 
is  leuged  in  those  who  are  offended.  These 
juries,  I  think,  require  great  regulation . 
they  are  totally  different  from  ours,  and, 
in  my  idea,  carry  with  them  not  only 
the  highest  degree  of  absurdity,  but  are 
subject  to  be  led  aside  to  commit  the 
highest  and  most,  palpable  enormities 
against  justice  and  the  laws  of  the  land.  I 
woukl  not  wish  toprotract  the  noble  lord's 
Bill,  by  lengthening  it  out  to  a  degree 
-^hich  he 'does  not  wish  it  to  go,  nor  to 
oppose  ^e  measures  which  he  has  already 
rSMopted.  I  would  wish  to  bring  the  con- 
stitution of  America  as  similar  to  our  own 
Hi  possiUe.  cl  woMld  wish  iQ  see  the  council 
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of  that  country  similsr  to  a  Houie  of 
Lords  in  this.  1  would  wish  to  s^e  chancery 
suits  determined  by  a  covrt  of  chance^^ 
and  Mt  by  the  asseoil>l:f  of  thst  pro- 
vince. At  pr^Mnt,  tbeir  asgemhiy  s 
a  dowofight  cUg  wpcsi  all  tbe  pro- 
oeedings  of  the  governor,  and  the  council 
are  continually  thwartii\g  and  opposing 
any  proposition  he  qwiy  inake  far  the  te- 
cucity  and  ^neUiire  of  ibat  go?eronieDL 
You  have,  Sir,  no  govemoient^  oo  gover- 
nor, the  .whole  are  the  proceedings  of  i 
tumultuous. and  riotous  rabble,  whoougii^ 
ifithey  had.  the  least  prudence,  to  foliof 
their  mercantile  employmeRt,  aod  »» 
trouble  ithemselyes  with  politics  and  iro* 
vernment,  which  they  do  ppt  undersuk 
We  are  told  by  some  gentlemen,  Oh!  dff 
not  break  tlie  qbarter;  do  not  taiceaway 
their  rights  that  are  granted  to  thero  bj  tbe 
predecessors  of  the  crown ;  i^boever,  Sir, 
widhes  to  preserve  such  charters,  withotf 
a  due  correction  and  regulation;  whoever, 
Sir,  wishes  for  such  subjects,  I  wi^htbeoiiw 
worse  than  to  govern  thenr.  Put  this  peo- 
ple. Sir,  upon  a  free  footing  of  goveroneot; 
do  not  let  us  be  every  day  averting  our  ri^liu 
by  words,  and  they  denying  our  autboriij 
and. preventing  the  execution  ofouria^i 
Let  us,*  Sir,  persevere  in  refining  tb&t  go- 
vernment which  cannot  support  it«elf,«Hi 
proceed  on  in  the  manner  we  have  b^dSi 
and  I  make  no  doubt  but,  by  a  maolj  tfd 
steady  perseverance,  things  may  be  re- 
stored from  a  state  of  anarchy  and  coofo- 
sion,  to  peace,  quietude,  and  a  due  obe- 
dience to.tlie  laws  of  this  country. 

Lord  ISQTth.  I  thank  the  noble  lord  ibr 
every  proposition  he  has  held  out;  tbej 
are  worthy  of  a  great  mind,  aad  such  a 
ought  to  be  adopted ;  and  indeed  I  c^ 
say,  that  at  present  there  is  any  objfcMo 
to  what  is  proposed  being  rogulsted  ^ 
some  future  period ;  if  any  tbiog  cao  teod 
to  the  relief  of  the  present  ditrresses  io 
America,itis  the  unanimity/  of  ihii»  Hpiu^ 
and  of  men  of  such  abilities  as  the  noUe 
lord,  in  the  projection  of  measures  nec^ 
sary  to  be  taken.  Every  proposition  tb^ 
noble  lord  has  mentioned  coiacide«  ^^ 
my  mind ;  I  see  the  propriety  ^  tbefflf 
and  1  would  wish  to  adopt  theoQ.  It  is  i^ 
my  propotation  to  close  this  committee 
beifore  other  measures  may  be  ofee^> 
which,  for  any  tiling  Lkoow,  may  bftw  * 
degree  of  preference  to  those  I  '»*^^jj!! 
day  propoaed.  I,  for  my  part.  Sir ,  »*' 
think  of  the  propositions  msde,  snd  rf 
ceive  them  to  be  canvassed  by  V^ 
wisdom  and  abilities  than  jiub^  ^  ^ 
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:Tear,  with  the  noble  lord,  th^t  tife  consti^ 
utiott  of  this  chsirter  ought  not  to  pretent 
)arl lament  from  interfering  to  regulate 
:hose  matters  in  America,  which  the  indi- 
gested measures  of  their  charter  hare,  j^er- 
laps,  precipitately  been,  in  some  degree, 
1  medns  of  preventing  the  peace  and  quiei- 
ie£S  (/f  that  country  from  being  restored. 

Mr.  Poxonatl  used  much  the  same  kind 
)f  arguments  he  had  dotie  in  the  former 
lebates,  and  gave  a  judicious  account  of 
;he  government  of  America.  He  con- 
cluded with  giving  to  the  Americans  the 
:haracter  of  a  conscientious,  good,  reli- 
gious, peaceable  set  of  people,  and  said 
Jiat  there  was  not  in  all  his  Majesty's  do- 
ninions  a  more  respectable  set  of  persons 
existing. 

Leave  was  then  given  to  bring  in  the  Bill. 

April  15.  Lotd  North  presented  to  the 
House  the  said  Bill ;  the  breviat  of  which 
pvas  read,  contaibing  the  propositions 
rhich,  in  moving  for  the  Bill,  he  had  men- 
tioned as  the  ground  of  it,  with  this  addi- 
;ion  and  alteration,  <*  that  the  nomination 
3f  the  council  should  be  by  the  crown.'* 
Ele  said,  in  this  Bill  there  would  be  no 
legative  voice  in  the  council ;  nor  was 
the  lieutenant  governor  and  secretiary  to 
36  of  the  cooncn,  unless  nominated  by  his 
IVfajesty;  that  the  council  would  have 
much  the  same  power  as  before,  except 
^he  nomination  of  judicial  officers ;  that 
!ie  had  altered  the  mode  of  chusiog  of  ju- 
ries, from  the  hints  that  were  thrown  put 
:he  other  day  in  the  debate  by  a  noble 
ord  fGeorge  Germain) ;  that  the  principle 
5n  which  our  juries  were  formed  seemed 
:o  be  highly  approved  of,  and  that  of  the 
uries  of  America  disapproved  of;  that  he 
^ad  now  adopted  the  mode  of  choice  as 
lear  the  method  of  chusing  the  juries  in 
Bngland  as  possible;  that  this  was  a  regu- 
ation  of  a  very  nice  kind  ;  and  if  gentle- 
nen  did  not  like  to  have  it  made  part  of 
:he.  present  Bill,  ft  might  be  separated 
2nd  made  a  Bill  of  tttelf. 

Mr.  R.  Fuller  gave  notice,  that  he  in- 
£nded  to  move  for  a  Committee  to  enquire 
nto  the  Tea  duty  on  Thursday  next,  to 
lee  whedier  or  not  ft  was  possible  to  repeal 
bat  Act  before  the  present  one  took 
place. 

Mr.  Dempster  desired  to  ask  the  noble 
ord,  by  whom  the  governors  and  judges 
were  appointed  formerly,  and  by  whom 
paid  i 

Lord  North  said,  the  lodges  were  paid 
by  the  croWki ;  and  tbat  their  salaries  were 


to  accrue  out  of  tite  diitiev   eKargecbhr 
oil  (he  teeu 

Mh  Dtmde^aftU  saldy  he  was  Qnwflling 
to  let  the  day  nttm  without  some  observa« 
tions  on  the  Bill|  as  H  wds  brought  in  opcai 
a  diiFerent  plan  to  what  k  was  nsoved* 
He  observed,  that  tovemment  had  mm 
received  sufficient  advice  for  r«gulatin|| 
thehr  conduct,  and  coming  to  some  6ect* 
sion  about  what  was  proper  to  be  done  ; 
but  the  further  they  went  the  worse  they 
were;  that  the  House  had  now  a  Bill  ba« 
fore  them,  whioh  was  calculated  to  da* 
stroy  the  charter  of  the  prdvince  of  Mav* 
sachuset's  Bay ;  that,  if  indeed  we  wera 
now  to  make  a  new  charter  for  governing 
and  regulating  the  number  of  emigranti 
that  are  daily  going  to  America,  we  should^ 
perhapSi  make  it  in  a  different  manner, 
and  suit  it  more  to  the  disposition  of  tha 
tiities :  but  I  wish,  said  he,  to  see  no  new 
diarter  granted.  The  Americans  hava 
laboured  with  unwearied  industry,  and 
flouriohed  for  near  fourscore  years  under 
that  democratic  charter;  thev  have  in- 
creased their  possessions,  ana  improved 
their  lands  to  a  pitch  we  could  not  hava 
expected,  and  we  have  reaped  the  benefit 
of  their  labour,  yet  you  are  now  going  to 
destroy  that  very  charter  which  has  sub* 
sisted  to  the  mutual  benefit  of  both  coun* 
tries ;  the  charter  which  they  hava 
breathes  a  spirit  of  liberty  superior  to  any 
thmg  either  of  the  former  or  present 
times.  It  was  granted  in  king  William*! 
time,  and  is  more  adapted  to  the  spirit  of 
a  free  people,  than  any  charter  that  can 
possibly  be  framed  by  any  minister  now ; 
but,  I  hope,  before  this  Bill  passes^ 
that  you  will,  at  least,  recollect  your^ 
selves  in  a  cool,  dispassionate  manner, 
and  look  upon  Americans  as  your  chil- 
dren, and  caM  them  by  whatever  name 
you  will,  rebellious  or  disobedient,  that 
you  will  consider  at  the  same  time,  that 
they  are  forward  children,  that  there  are 
also  peevish  parents,  and  that  the  ill  hu- 
mour and  disposition  of  a  child  is  oftentimei 
brought  about  by  the  petulant  obstinacy 
of  a  foolish  parent.  Tne  ridkdoas  doc- 
trine that  parents  are  apt  to  instil  inta 
their  children,  of  *'  you  shall  do  it--yo« 
iihall  do  it,'*  is  oftentimes  the  means  or  efr- 
forcin^  the  same  disposition  in  the  child, 
of  <«  f  won't**  I  hate  that  absui^  obsti- 
nacy, of  "  you  shall,*'  and  «  I  won*t,*' 
between  parent  and  child.  You  are  not 
now  contending  fbr  a  point  of  henour; 
you  are  struggliag  to  dbtain  a  most  ridicu- 
lous superiority,  to  wbidh  1  hardly  kooW'* 
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name  bad  enough  to  stamp  it  with.  The 
r^gulatioDB  which  you  are  going  to  enact, 
wiU  be  to  inadequate  and  so  Improner  a 
remedy,  that  in  my  opinion  it  woiud  be 
better  to  give  up  the  wnoloy  than  to  cor- 
rect insuoi  a  violent  and  impirudent  man- 
ner; let  me  at  least  advise  temper  in  your 
proceedings,  and  that  whatever  is  done, 
may  not  be  effected  with  rigour  and 
severity. 

Governor  Pcfmnall  rose  to  give  the  House 
an  account  of  the  mode  in  which  juries 
were  chosen  in  America ;  the  House  at 
first  did  not  much  attend,  but  his  exten- 
aive  knowledge  in  American  a&irs,  soon 
drew  that  attention  to  what  he  said,  which 
his  abilities  so  justly  deserved.  He  gave 
an  account  in  what  manner  the  council 
were  chosen  heretofore;  that  they  were 
elected  by  the  whole  legislature,  and  not 

J  as  had  been  mistakenly  represented)  by 
lie  people  at  laree;  that  the  select  men 
were  a  kind  of  aldermen,  much  the  same 
as  those  in  corporations  in  England ;  that 
about  forty  were  chosen  in  each  town, 
after  which  the  remaining  ones  were  ge« 
nerally  appointed  as  persons  proper  to 
serve  upon  juries,  froin  which  nve  or  six 
people  were  taken,  as  occasion  required ; 
that  the  grand  juries  were  struck  off'from 
oipital  men,  whp  were  appointed  for  that 
purpose.  He  said  great  inconvenience 
»would  arise  from  the  town  meetings  not 
being  held  without  the  consent  of  the  go- 
vernor ;  that  all  business  of  a  municipal 
nature  was  done  at  a  town  meeting ;  that 
these  towns  were,  in  many  places,  300 
miles  from  the  capital,  and  that  business 
must  stand  still  in  many  instances,  in  these 
towns,  till  the  governor's  consent  could 
be  obtained.  He  concluded  with  ex- 
pressing a  wish  that  th^  kws  of  the  pro- 
vince ck  Massachusetts  Bay,  as  far  as  re- 
lated to  the  present  Bill,  might  be  laid  be- 
fore the  House. 
The  Bill  was  then  read  a  first  time. 

Debate  in  the  Commons  on  the  BiU  for 
ike  impartial  Administration  of  Justice  in 
Massachusetts  Boy.]  The  House  then 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee,  to  con- 
aider  further  of  his  Majesty's  Message, 
relatin|^  to  America;  sir  Charles  Whit- 
worth  m  the  chair.  The  papers  which  he 
had  that  day  presented,  were  then  read. 
When  the  reading  of  these  papers  was 
finished, 

Lord  North  rose,  and  said^  he  meant 
now  to  propose  a  third  Bill,  which  h^ 
boped  would  e&ctually  secure  the  province 

s 


of  Massachusetts  Bay  from  future  diaoh 
bances.    The  BiU  tliat  he  meant  top- 
pose  was,  to  give  eveiy  man  a  fair  sad  ia* 
partial  trial ;  Uiat  the  juries  of  that  couotij, 
It  was  trae,  were  not  eatablished  after  fk 
manner  in  which  our  juries  here  were, 
and  tlierefore  were  not  so  likely  to  give  to 
each  offender  that  impartial  trial,  whidi, 
by  the  laws  of  this  country,  he  wai  en* 
titled  to;  for  if  it  shall  be  found  in  thtf 
country,  that  a  man  is  not  likely  to  meet 
with  a  fkir  and  impartial  trial,  the  govenoc 
will  be  empowered  to  send  him  toanjflf 
the  other  colonies,  where  the  same  kiod  of 
spirit  has  not  prevailed;  but  if  it  ihallbe 
tnought  that  he  cannot  have  such  fair  aod 
impartial  trial  in  any  of  the  colonies,  ii 
that  case  he  is  to  be  sent  to  Great  BnUb 
to  be  tried  before  the  court  of  Kiog^f 
bench,  the  expences  of  which  trial  were  t« 
be  drawn  for  on  the  customs  in  Ed^IiimL 
Unless  such  a  Bill  as  this  now  propoa^ 
should  pass  into  a  law,  the  executm 
power  will  be  unwilling  to  act,  tbiokia^ 
they  will  not  have  a  fair  trial  witboatiL 
I  would  not,  said  his  lordship,  wish  to  see 
the  least  doubt  or  imperfection  reooin  ii 
the  plan  which  we  have  adopted :  if  thm 
does,  the  conseouence  may  be  that  it  maj 
produce  bloodsned :  that  the  whole  pin 
may  be  clear  and  decisive ;  that  eveirpvt 
of  It  may  be  properly  supported;  and  I 
trust  that  such  a  measure  as  this,vhidi 
we  have  now  taken,  will  shew  to  that 
country,  that  this  nation  is  roused  to  l)^ 
fend  their  rights,  and  protect  the  securitj 
ofpeace  in  its  colonies  ;  and  when  roused, 
that  the  measures  which  they  take  are  not 
cruel  nor  vindictive,  but  necessary  and  ef- 
ficacious.     Temporary  distress  requiro 
temporary  relief;  I  s'hall  therefore  oojr 
propose  this  Bill  for  the  limited  time  of 
three  or  four  years.    We  must  cooflder, 
that  every  thing  that  we  have  that  is  t^- 
luable  to  us  is  now  at  stake;  and  the 

Suestion  is  veiy  shortly  this:  Whether 
ley  shall  contmue  the  subjects  of  Great 
Britain  or  not  ?  This  1  propose  as  the  l»t 
measure  that  parliament  will  take ;  a^ 
which,  it  requires,  that  his  Majesty's  sef* 
vants  shall  be  vigilant  in  the  execution  of 
their  duty,  and  keep  a  watchful  eyt  o^^ 
every  encroachment  against  the  porer»' 
shall  now  pass,  and  not  suffer  the  least  d^ 
gree  of  disobedience  to  our  measures  to 
take  place  in  that  country.  Such  a  watt> 
fui  and  careful  eye  to  prevent  the  first 
rise  of  disobedience,  may  be  s  •"■^El^ 
vAnriv«»  against  future  mischiefs.  Tw 
y  relief  of  troops  that  is  orders* 


ventive 
customary 
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'or  that  country,  is  ordered,  in  the  first 
>lace,  to  Boston,  four  regiments  being  the 
i.<ual  relief.  Governor  Hutchinson  comes 
lome,  and  his  Majesty  has  appointed  ge* 
leral  Gage  as  commander  and  governor 
n  chief;  a  man  whose  great  abilities,  and 
extensive  knowled^^e  of  that  country,  will 
^ive  him  a  supenor  advantage,  and  his 
KTcasional  residence  there  will  prevent 
lim  from  shewing  any  impolitic  partiality 

0  the  Americans,  and  thereby  enforce  a 
lue  observance  of  those  measures  which 
ve  have  taken,  and  shall  send  out.  There 
s  one  thing  1  much  wish,  which  is,  the 
>unibhment  of  those  individuals  who  have 
>een  the  ringleaders  and  forerunners  of 
hese  mi«cliiefs.  Our  attention  will  be 
continually  active  in  that  point.  A  pro- 
«cutioo  has  been  already  ordered  against 
hem  by  his  Majesty's  servants,  but  I  can* 
lot  promise  myself  any  very  good  effect 
intil  this  law  shall  have  reached  the  pro- 
vince. We  must  particularly  guard  against 
iny  illegal  or  ineffectual  proceedings,  or 
ilse,  afier  all  our  trouble,  we  shall  find 
^urseWes  at  last  in  the  same  dilemma  we 
vere  in  at  first.  We  must  observe  a  per- 
ect  innocence,  and  a  conscientious  avoid- 
mce  of  the  breach  of  any  laws.  His  ^f  a- 
esty's  servants,  I  make  no  doubt,  will  be 
horoughly  watchful  against  such  breach, 

1  or  will  thev  at  any  time  proceed  upon 
light  grounds.  They  have  the  happiness 
o  be  assisted  by  the  ablest  lawyers,  who 
lave  both  great  resolution  and  abilities ; 
nd  guarded  by  such  outlines,  I  make  no 
loubt,  that  the  spirit  of  disobedience, 
irhich  has  hitherto  unfortunately  prevailed, 
^ill  be  tempered  and  brought  to  reason 
y  a  due  observance  of  those  measures 
rhich  we  have  now  taken,  and,  I  trust, 
rill  secure  to  us  the  blessings  of  peace, 
idicated  out  of  the  boiling  disturbances 
nd  violent  spirit  of  opposition  in  that 
ountry.  When  those  measures  are  pur- 
Lied  with  that  resolution,  and  those  abili- 
es  which  I  have  mentioned,  I  doubt  not 
ie  event  will  be  advantageous  to  this 
ountry.  I  have  no  more,  Sir,  to  add, 
ut  with  permission  will  make  the  motion, 

That  tne  chairman  be  directed  to  move 
le  House,  that  leave  be  given  to  bring  in 

Bill  for  the  impartial  administration  of 
istice,  in  the  cases  of  persons  Questioned 
>r  any  acts  done  by  them  in  tne  execu* 
on  of  the  laws,  or  for  the  suppression 
r  the  riots  and  tumults  in  the  province  of 
Faasachuset's  Bay,  in  New  England." 

Colonel  BarrL  I  rise.  Sir,  with  ^^t 
0 willingness  to  oppos*  tbisnieasure  in  its 
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very  infiincy,  before  its  features  are  well 
formed,  or  to  claim  that  attention  which 
this  House  seems  to  bestow  with  so  much 
reluctance  on  any  arguments  in  behalf  of 
America.  But  I  must  call  you  to  witness 
that  I  have  been  hitherto  silent,  or  ac- 
quiescing, to  an  unexpected  degree  of 
moderation.  While  your  proceedings,  se- 
vere as  they  were,  had  the  least  colour  of 
foundation  m  justice,  1  desisted  from  op- 
posing them;  nay  more — though  your 
BUI  for  stopping  up  the  port  of  Bostoa 
contained  in  it  many  things  most  cruel^ 
unwarrantable,  and  unjust,  yet  as  they 
were  couched  under  those  general  princi« 
pies  of  justice,  retribution  for  injury,  and 
compensation  for  loss  sustained,  1  not  only 
desisted  from  opposing,  but  assented  to'ita 
passing.  The  Bill  was  a  bad  way  of  doing 
what  was  right;  but  still  it  was  doing 
what  was  right.  I  would  not  therefore^ 
by  opposing  it,  seem  to  countenance  those 
violences  which  had  been  committed 
abroad ;  and  of  which  no  man  disapproves 
more  than  I  do. 

Upon  the  present  question  I  am  totally 
unprepared.  The  motion  itself  bears  no 
sort  of  resemblance  to  what  was  formerly 
announced.  The  noble  lord  and  his  friendii 
have  had  every  advantage  of  preparation. 
They  have  reconnoitred  the  field,  and 
chosen  their  ground.  To  attack  theiti  in 
these  circumstances  may,  perhaps,  favour 
more  of  the  gallantry  of  a  soldier  than  of 
the  wisdom  of  the  senator. 

But,  Sir,  the  proposition  is  so  glaring ; 
so  unprecedented  in  any  former  proceed- 
ings of  parliament;  so  unwarranted  by 
any  delay,  denial,  or  perffersion  of  justice 
in  America ;  so  big  with  misery  ana  op- 
pression to  that  country,  and  with  danger 
to  this— that  the  first  blush  of  it  is  suffi- 
cient to  alarm  and  rouse  me  to  opposition. 

It  is  proposed  to  stigmatize  a  whole 
people  as  persecutors  of  innocence,  and 
men  incapaole  of  doing  justice ;  yet  you 
have  not  a  single  fact  on  which  to  ground 
that  imputation.  I  expected  the  noble  lord 
would  nave  supported  this  motion  by  pro* 
ducin^  instances  of  the  oflBcers  of  govern* 
raent  m  America  having  been  prosecuted 
with  unremitting  vengeance,  and  brought 
to  cruel  and  dishonourable  deaths  by  the 
violence  and  injustice  of  American  juries* 
But  he  has  not  produced  one  such  in- 
stance ;  and  I  will  tell  you  more,  Sir,— he 
cannot  produce  one.  The  ini»tances  which 
have  happened  are  directly  in  the  teeth  of 
his  proposition.  Captain  rreston  and  the 
solctiers,  who  shed  the  blood  of  the  people^ 
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meae  Airly  tried,  and  fullf  aequitted.  it 
viras  an  American  jqiy,  a  New  EnglaB^ 
jury,  a  Boston  jury,  which  tried  and  ac«- 
quitted  them.  Captain  Pi*estDn  hat,  under 
.his  haiid,  publicly  declared^  that  the  ioha- 
bitaatB  of  the  very  town  in  which  their 
fe]low->citizeQ6  had  been  sacrificed,  were 
hifi -advocates  and  defeoders.  Is  this  the 
fieturti  you  make  them  ?  is  this  the  encou- 
ragement you  give  them  to  persevere  io  so 
Ia4i4able  a  spirit  of  juetice  and  tnodera- 
lion  ?  When  a  commissioner  of  the  cus- 
toms, aided  by  a  number  of  rtiffiaos,  as- 
saulted the  celebrated  Mr.  Otis  m  the 
midst  of  the  town  of  Boston,  and  wkh  the 
most  barbarous  violence  almost  miird^ed 
bfm,  did  the  mob,  which  is  said  to  rulp'fcbat 
town,  take  vengeanoe  on  the  perpetrators 
•f  this  inhuman  outrage  against*a  person 
who  is  supposed  to  be  their  dentagogue  ? 
No,  Sir,  tiie  law  tried  them ;  the  law  gave 
heavy  damages  against  them ;  which  the 
irreparably  injured  Mr.  Otis  most  ge- 
Derously  forgave  upon  an  acknowledge- 
ment of  the  offence.  Can  you  expect  any 
more  such  instances  of  magnapimity  under 
the  principle  of  the  Bill  now  proposed  ? 

But  tlie  noble  lord  says,  **  We  must 
BOW  shew  the  Americans  that  we  will  no 
longer  sit  quiet  under  their  insults."  Sir, 
I  am  sorry  to  say  that  this  is  declamation, 
unbecoming  the  character  and  place  6i 
him  who  utters  it.  In  what  moment  have 
you  been  quiet?  Has  not  your  govern- 
ment for  many  years  past  been  a  series  of 
irritating  and  ofifensive  measures,  without 
policy,  principle,  ot  moderation?  Have 
not  your  troops  and  your  ships  made  a 
vain  and  insulting  parade  in  thpir  atveels 
and  in  their  harbours  ?  It  has  aeemed  to 
he  your  study  to  irritate  and  inflame  theau 
You  have  stimulated  discontent  into  diaaf- 
faction,  and  you  are  now  goading  that 
disaffection  into  rebellion.  Can  you  ex- 
pect to  be  well  informed  when  you  listen 
only  to  partizans  ?  Can  you  expect  to  do 
justice  when  ^ou  will  not  hear  the  ac- 
cused? 

Let  us  consider.  Sir,  the  pnecedents 
which  are  offered  to  warrant  this  proceed- 
ing— the  suspension  of  the  Habeas  Cor- 
pus Act  in  1745 — the  making  smugglers 
triable  in  Middlesex,  and  the  Scotdi  re- 
bels in  England.  Sir,  the  first  was  done 
upontlie  most  pressing  necessity ,j^a#ri7ii^ 
bello^  Vith  a  dangerous  rebellion  m  the 
very  heart  of  the  kingdom ;  the  second, 
you  well  know,  was  warranted  by  the  meet 
evident  facts;  firmed  bodies  of  smugglers 
«)arch»d  publicly  without  preaeniment  or 


•AdestAtien  ftMun  <he  people  of  thecwity 
of  Sussex;  who,  eYe^to  theirmagigtEilB, 
were  natarjousi^  ^oraected  wi&  tiK& 
They  murdered  the  ofioers  of  thetePEaiic 
^ng^ged  y,our  troops,  aod  openly  vioky 
(he  iawa.  Eicperieacie  coDviaced  yoi, 
that  the  juries  of  that,  and  of  the  eoaatki 
ai^iiiarly  circumstano^,  vottid  nerer&i 
such  <Srimioals  guilty ;  and  upon  the  cm- 
viqtioa  of  thia  neoesaity  yo«  paand  tk 
Act.  The  aame  seeeasiij  jwtifiejii  tk 
trying  SooSch  fiebels  in  EngJaad.  Rebel- 
lioo  had  reared  its  dangerous  sumdsrd  k 
Scotland,  and  the  principles  of  it  Mm 
universaUy  tainted  that  people,  that  it  w 
mani£efttl^  in  vain  to  expect  justice  (ha 
them  against  their  oonntryaieB.  But  io 
America,  &ot  a  single  act  of  rebcDios  to 
been  commitled.  Let  tlieerawn  hvd^ 
floors,  who  ait  hy  the  oohle  k>rd,  dedan, 
if  they  cas^  that  there  is  ufton  yoariitie 
a  siogle  evidcAoe  ai  treason  or  nsbdlifli 
in  America.  They  know,  -iiMr,  there  ii  m 
one«  and  yet  are  proceeding  as  if  thai 
were  a  thousand* 

Having  thus  proved.  Sir,  that  die  pn- 
posedBiU  is  witbiut  precedent,  tasuppsit 
and  without  fiids  to  warrant  it;  Istusoof 
WW  the  conaequenoes  it  is  lifce^to  prodon 
A  soldier  ftels  himself  so  nmieb  above  ike 
rest  ef  sawikind,  that  the  strict  \axAd 
the  civil  power  is  aecesoAry  to  coatiaul  the 
haughtiness  of  dispositiop  which  aicb  » 
periority  inspires.  Ym  know,  fir.  <^ 
constant  oar-e  is  taken  in  this  oountiTta 
remind  the  military  ihirt  they  are  aM 
the  restraint  of  the  civil  power.  In  Ane* 
rica  their  soperiority  is  felt  still  frttier. 
Remove  the  check  of  ^e  iaw,  as  tiw  Bil 
intends!,  and  wliat  insolenee,  «diat  m\nf 
nuiyyou  not  e«pect?  Everr  paaaoQ ^ 
is  pernicious  to  aociety  will  be  let  iixiit 
upoii  a  people  unaccustomed  lokeeotiffS' 
aesB  ana  intemperanee.  Oa  the  aoe  hani 
will  be  a  peofde  iv^ho  have  heea  loog  (»■- 
plaining  of  oppreasion,  aed  see  in  ^  t^ 
diery  those  wlio  are  to  enforce  it  6(a> 
themi  on  the  oilier,  as  army  sttidisu^ 
praipossessed  with  the  idea  of  Aat  peoptf 
beingi'obelif  oua,  tinowed  by  the  apptek*' 
sion  of  fMvil  controu),  and  actuated  bj  tkit 
arbitrary  ^»ii>it  whioh  mmub  evaa  mem 
the  best  of  tPoq».  In  tUsaitusiisD  tbe 
prudent  offioer  wiOl  find  <t  ianpoiiiUe  (o 
restrain  his  soldiem*  or  prevent  thstpr** 
vocation  wbicdi  will  rouse  the  tamert  P^ 
pie  to  resiatanee.    J\m  incvitaUec^ 

£jnce   will  be,  tfiat  you  wiB  prsa** 
rebellion  jrou  pretend  to  obviate^^ 


HOflJ 


ffJtutids  in  MoMChmieM  D^ 


eM*  I  itspecl  the  profestimiv  9od^  lit ^ 
n  tne  BtrideBt  haWu  of  frrendUdiip  wiifc  a 
freal  many  officers;  but  there  is  «ol  a 
sountrj  gentlemaa  of  yoa  all,  wbo  looitt 
ipoft  dbe  army  irtth  a'  more  jealooo  9j0, 
ft  vroold  more  etrenuoasiy  reaift  tho  sat- 
ing theoi  above  the  coatrouk  of  the  civil 
Mwer.  Noraaaic  lobe  troeledin  sach 
I  skaatiofi.  It  is  not  the  fiaalt  of  the  8ol<> 
tier^  but  the  vice  of  human  natare,  whids 
inbrkUed  by  law,  becomes  inaoient  and 
icentiousy  waDtonly  violates  the  peace  of 
«>ciety,  aad  trampfea  i^n  the  rightaof 
niaoan  Jdadr 

With  respect  to  those  gentlemen  who 
ore  destined  to  thisserviee,  they  are  tmkh 
a  be  f»tie(k  it  ia  a  serr  ice,  which  aft  of* 
icer  of  feeling  aad  of  wortiit  nmst  eater 
apon  with  iafinate  relactance.  A  service^ 
VI  which  his  only  merit  nrast  be^  to  bear 
iiueb^  and  do  HtflOL  With  the  nelan- 
AuAy  prospect  befbva  Yam  of  cooaaieno* 
tog  a  civil  war^  and  embvatng  his  handa 
n  the  Mood  of  his  feikiw  subjects,  his 
flings,  his  Ufe,  hie  honour  are  haaarded, 
vithoot  a  possibility  of  any  equivalent  or 
»mpensaiion.  You  may  p|evfaapa  tbinh  a 
aw,  founded  upe»this  aiotion,  wiN  be  his 
>roteotion.  i  am  mistaken  if  it  will.  Who 
a  to  exeeale  it  ^  .Ho  rtiusC  be  a  beid  aiaii 
Ddeed  who  makes  the  attempt*  If  the 
>aop}a  are  so  exasperated,  that  it  is  unsafii 
JO  bring  the  man  who  has  injured  tbem  to 
rial,  let  the  governor  who  withdraws  hitn 
irom  justice  look  to  himsel£  The  aoople 
rill  not  eodore  it ;  they  woald  no  tonget 
leservie  the  repatat^  of  being  descended 
rom  ttM  loins  of  Bnglishmeff,  if  they  did 
Adure  il- 

When  I  stand  ap  ap  an  advocate  for 
America,  I  feel  myself  the  firmest  friend 
v£  this  country.  We  stand  upon  the  com- 
Dorce  0^  America.  Alienate  year  celo* 
lias,  and  you  will  subvert  the  foundation 
if  your  richea  and  your  strength.  Let 
Ise'bantiera  of  rebellion  be  once  spread  in 
imtfrica^  aod  yva  me  m  undone  p^la; 
fou  are  ttrgiag  this  desperate,  tnia  de- 
tractive issaCb  You  aret  urging  k  wilAi 
uch  violenee^  and  by  caeaaores  teading  so 
flanifisallr  te  that  fatal  poia«,  that,  bat  that 
state  or  nadbass  oaty  coufd  inspire  aaoh 
fl  intaatioB,  it  would  appear  to  be  yoor  de« 
iberaie  purpase.  Ia  asaantiog  to  your  bta 
ItU  I  rcaisted  the  violeace  of  America,  at 
be  haaard  s#  my  popularity  tliere*  I  now 
askt  yoar  phrsaay  at  the  game  risk  here. 
Ion  have  chaag^  your  ground*  You 
va  baooaiiag  tbe^aggresaers,  and  eiering 
be  litotaf  banaaa  outn^gaa  to  the  people 
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of  Aanriea,  by  aabjeethig  them,  in  eiBct^ 
t0  ariHtary  execu^n^  I  know  the  vase 
saperiority  of  year  disciplined  troops  over 
the  provincials  ^  but  beware  how  you  aup^ 
aly  the  want  ef  discipliae  by  desperation^ 
instead  of  sanding^  thwn  the  elive  branchy 
you  have  sent  the  naked  sword.  By  the 
aiiva  branch  I  mean  a  repeal  of  all  the  lata 
lawa,  froftlesa  to  you,  and  eppreasive  to 
tbeoB. 

Asktheir  aid  in  a  conatitulional  manner, 
and  they  wiH  give  it  to  the  utmost  of  theiv 
ability.  They  never  yet  refused  it,  wbes 
properly  retfulred.  Yovr  Jonrnalip '  bear 
the  recorded  acknowledgments  of  the  seal 
with  which  they  have  contributed  to  the 
general  necessities  of  the  state.  What 
madness  is  it  that  pranopts  yoa  to  attempt 
obtaining  that  by  force  which  you  ma^l 
more  certainly  Jirocnre  by  requisition  I 
They  may  be  flattered  into  any  things 
hot  they  are  tea  much  Hke  yourselves  ta 
be  drivea*  Have  aome  iswalgence  for 
your  own  likenesa;  respect  tbeir  stordy 
En^fsh  virtue  ;  retract  yonr  mlious  e^ 
ertioi^  ef  aothority,  and  renctuber  that 
the  first  step  towards  making  them  con« 
tribate  to  yonr  wants,  is  to  reconcile  theai 
to  your  govcrnaaent. 

Mr.  Solicitor  C^nerai  Wedderham.  I 
take  this  Bill  to  be  nothing  more  than  con« 
veying  a  geaetal  security  to  aR  persona 
whatsoever,  as  wdl  as  the  nnlitary.  It  m 
necessary  there  should  be  a  reform  of  the 
hiws,  and  a  poper  security  under  snd 
magisterial  authority.  The  Americana 
do  not  attack  the  bw,  otherwise  than  at^ 
taching  the  legislature  that  made  it.  It  is 
not  this  nee  that  law  that  is  particularly 
disagreeable  to  them;  they  say,  no  lawa 
shall  be  put  in  force  .there ;  yoo  aay^  tdl_ 
laws  shalL  A  singular  case  mav  happen 
of  not  meeting  with  that  fair  uial  which  ia 
expected  ;  this  Bill  will  be  a  reaaedy  for 
it ;  it  is  a  temporary  relief  for  the  Kmited 
space  of  three  years.  Tliey  have,  in  that 
country,  an  unwillingness  to  obev  all  map 
gistiatea,  who  have  authority  nem  thia 
country,  acting  under  its  laws ;  nay,  they 
even  dispute  the  commission,  and  may  not 
slbw  the  af>pointment ;  a  trial,  in  su(A 
a  ease,  would  certainly  be  doubtful.  The 
revenoe  law  gives  the  power  of  trial  ia 
anotBer  country ;  this  case  is  a  direct  pr&> 
cedent  of  tliat  impartial  trial  at  which  yoa 
want  to  oome;  for  if  you  cannot  have  it  ia 
one  county,  yoo  must  remove  and  strive 
to  find  it  in  another*  Ko  man  will  deny 
me  tbe  doctrine,  that  such  fair  trial  ought 
and  muat  be  had*    it  is  now  ne  leogar  a 
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question  of  expediency,  it  is  aqoiestton  of 
necessity ;  and  it  will  be  found  necessaiy, 
at  all  events,  to  break  into  their  charters, 
if  you  mean  to  produce  that  subordination 
which  you  are  seeking;  but  I  hope,  and 
firmly  wish,  that  <even  the  idea  of  your  au- 
thority being  known  to  them,  will  at  once 
prevent  the  exertion  of  it.  I  agree  with 
the  hon.  gentleman,  that  the  olive  branch 
ought  to  go  in  one  hand,  but  the  sword 
should  be  carried  in  the  other*  Peace 
will  be  established  upon  proper  principles, 
when  there  is  a  power  to  enforce  it;  and 
your  authority  once  established,  I  would 
then  drop  the  point  of  the  sword,  and 
make  use  of  the  olive  branch,  as  for  and 
as  much  as  possible.  1  could  very  easily 
tell  the .  colour  of  all  which  has  already 
happened  in  America,  and  the  ground 
from  which  it  arose;  but  I  stop  short, 
hoping  that  when  they  see  and  know  that 
you  have  both  courage  and  firmness  to 
proceed  in  your  plan,  it  will  prevent  even 
the  exertion  of  this  necessary  measure.  I 
would  not  have  them  be  too  confident  in 
our  weakness  and  irresolution,  but  adopt 
the  measure  of  reformation,  as  arising  and 
occasioned  by  our  firmness  and  courage  in 
the  exertion  of  those  powers  which  are 
*  entrusted  to  us  for  the  preservation  of  the 
peace  of  our  colonies. 

Captain  thi'ppB.     I  commend    much, 
and  am  glad  to  near  of,  the  appointment  of 

feneral  Gage.  I  think  his  abilities  and 
nowledge  of  the  people  of  that  country 
will  sufficiently  ensure  to  him  their  affec* 
tions,  and  be  a  means  of  inducing  them  to 
obey  those  measures  which  are  to  be  exe- 
cuted under  his  direction ;  and  as  much 
approve  of  the  removal  of  one  of  the  worst, 
one  of  the  most  exceptionable  servants 
the  crown  ever  had,  I  mean  governor 
Hutchinson.  I  wish  to  see  the  Bill  before 
us  without  the  trial  by  jury,  for  I  always 
apprehended  that  the  advantage  of  such 
trial  was  from  the  vicinage,  and  by  men 
who  knew  the  circumstances,  as  well  as 
the  characters  of  the  oflenders ;  nor  do  I 
wish  to  see  men  sent  to  England  to  be 
tried.  These  men  in  America  are  all 
brought  up  to  mercantile  business,  and  I 
do  not  know  any  recompence  or  satis&c- 
tion  whatever  that  can  be  made  to  a  man 
for  the  loss  of  his  time  in  coming  here  and 

going  back,      i  wish  much  for  unanimity, 
ecause  I  think  it  would  add  a  chief  sup* 
port  to  our  measures;    but  I  think  it  im- 

Eosuble  to  send  a  roan  from  America  to 
e  tried  here,  when  we  are  three  thousand 
miles  asuaden    It  would  be  better  that 


AKierica  and  England  were  separated  es* 
tirely,  than  to  ofier  to  bring  men  here  to 
be  tried.  I  wish  this  Bill  to  goon  without 
that  trial  by  jury.  I  wish  much  also  ibe 
removal  of  governor.  Barnard,  because  he 
was  the  first  man  who  opposed  a  rerenoe 
law.  He  did  it  upon  the  same  priocipie 
as  a  smuggler  does,  because  he  would  lose 
by  it.  If  this  Bill  goes  on  in  its  present 
form,  it  will  extort  from  me  that  optoioQ 
in  my  vote  of  affirmative,  which  1  am  qd- 
willing  to  give. 

Mr.  T.  Totonshend*  I  cannot,  Sir^ 
agree  with  my  hon.  friend,  in  approrinf 
of  the  removal  of  governor  Hutchinsoo. 
The  Bill  is  one  of  those  measures  to  which 
I  can  easily  give  my  content,  as,  I  think, 
it  contains  a  security  that  the  lives  of  is- 
nocent  men  may  be  safe.  I  approve  mudi 
of  the  appointment  of  general  Gage;  ud 
as  I  do  not  find  that  the  troops  are  vith 
him,  I  must  express  a  wish,  that  thej  luj 
be  able  to  arrive  time  enough  to  preroit 
a  riot,  sooner  than  to  quell  one,  sod  to  let 
Amenca  see  we  do  not  want  to  qaanel 
with  them  upon  mere  punctilio;  do  not 
let  us,  for  God's  sake,  when  we  have » 
serted  our  authority  to  all  that  we  ivi^  to 
do,  and  enforced  that  obedience,  cootfnfle 
that  little  paltry  duty  upon  tea;  let  ot, 
then,  nobly  lay  aside  those  little,  tessufi 
irritating  measures,  having  once  giiow 
the  grand  point  of  peace  and  submissioB 
to  our  laws. 

Mr.  Datvdestoell,  I  am  the  last  n»o  to 
entertain  prejudices  against  juries.  I  r^ 
vere  and  honour  the  institution.  1  rejoice 
also  that  governor  Hutchinson  is  removeii, 
because  he  has  not  acted  as  he  oogbt  to 
do,  either  towards  this  country  ch^  Aoe' 
rlca. 

Lord  Carmarthen.  I  do  not  mean,  Sir, 
to  trouble  tlie  House  long,  but  1  hope! 
am  justified,  by  the  importance  of  the 
question,  in  delivering  my  sentiDenli 
Great  Britain  neither  can  nor  ought  to  at 
silent,  and  behold  the  rioto  and  distarb- 
ances  that  have  been  committed  in  An^ 
rica;  committed,  1  say,  by  a  people  «e>t 
out  from  this  country,  as  it  were  from  <^ 
own  bowels ;  to  see  these  men  disober  the 
laws  and  precepU  of  Great  BritaiD,  and  to 
sit  tamely,  and  take  no  notice,  would  » 
insipid  conduct,  highly  unworthy  the  Bn- 
tish  legislature.  For  what  purpose  w«e 
they  suffered  to  go  to  that  country,  w«» 
the  profit  of  their  labour  should  tetm  » 
their  masters  here  ?  I  think  the jpoIicyj| 
colonization  is  highly  culpable,  "  ^^  v! 
vantages  of  it  should  not  redouad  to  "» 
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nlereftta  of  Great  Britain.  I  cannot  see 
his  Act  in  any  other  light,  than  as  giving 
hat  same  degree  of  relief  to  every  subject 
n  America,  in  the  same  manner  as  it 
lives  protection  and  security  to  the  mili- 
ary ;  1  shall  therefore  give  it  my  affirma- 
ive,  and  hope,  upon  some  future  day,  to 
repress  my  further  sentiments  upon  that 
>art  relating  to  the  trial  by  juries. 

Lord  North,  I  rise  once  more  to  wipe 
>fr  the  aspersion  that  has  been  thrown 
ipon  governor  Hutchinson,  and  I  am 
nuch  surprised  to  find  that  it  was  the  sen- 
iment  of  even  one  gentleman  in  this 
HEouse,  that  the  removal  of  governor 
[lutchinson  was  considered  as  part  of  tiie 
nerit  of  this  measure.  1  do  not  know  a 
nan  who  has  a  greater  share  of  merit; 
I  or  did  1  ever  hear  any  charge  brought 
igaiust  him.  He  was  shamefully  aban- 
loned  in  the  execution  of  his  duty,  by 
hose  who  ought  to  have  supported  him. 
jrovernor  Hutchinson  had  before  this  af- 
air  desired  and  obtained  leave  to  come 
lome.  A  ship  is  now  arrived  at  Bristol, 
n  which  he  had  taken  a  passage,  but  as 
:he  government  of  the  province,  in  those 
iisturbed  times,  woula  have  fallen  into 
:he  hands  of  the  council  in  his  absence,  in 
;ase  of  the  death  of  the  lieuteoantgovemor, 
vho  was  then  very  ill,. he  chose  rather  to 
idhere  to  his  duty,  and  stay  in  that  coun- 
;ry,  to  endeavour  to  quiet  those  alarming 
listurbances.  This  surely,  Sir,  was  acting 
;he  part  of  a  faithful  servant  of  the  crown; 
[  would  only  tell  the  House,  that  governor 
Hutchinson  is  not  recalled  home  upon  ac« 
::ount  of  any  mbconduct ;  and  that  he  is 
lot  here  ^t  present  is  certainly  a  mark  of 
lis  duty,  and  deserves  the  thanks  of  this 
isserobly. 

Captain  Pkipps  rose  to  explain,  and 
laid,  that  he  did  not  blame  governor 
Elutchinson  for  his  conduct  without  rea- 
ion,  which  he  would  give  to  the  House ; 
le  thought  him  culpable  upon  two  occa- 
uons,  the  one  for  suffering  his  son  to  be 
ippoioted  a  consignee  of  the  tea,  and  the 
>ther  for  setting  at  defiance  the  assembly. 
[  think  him  abo  highly  blameable  (says 
le)  for  not  acting  without  his  council. 
Hfere  seems  to  be  in  him  a  pretended 
nildness,  and  a  determined  prepossession 
>f  irritation. 

General  Conway.  We  ought  not.  Sir, 
[  think,  to  dive  into  people's  characters; 
;he  more  important  business  requires  our 
terious  consideration ;  the  measure  that  is 
10 w  before  you  is  full  of  difficulties ;  it 
laa  given  a  serious  turn  to  his  Majesty's 


ministers;  and  this  Bill  is  the  produce  of 
many  laboured  hours,  which  we  may  feli- 
citate ourselves  upon.  I  shall  not  give  mjr 
opinion  now.  I  am  for  this  plan,  and  for 
giving  it  its  due  consideration,  though  I 
am  apt  to  think  that  tliis  measure  will  have 
no  other  tendency  than  a  distrust  of  the 
Americans.  I  am  a  friend  to  America. 
There  must  be  a  kind  of  connection  with 
Great  Britain,  which  is  necessary  for  the 
carrying  on  the  measures  of  government. 
Let  us  preserve  temper  in  oiir  proceed- 
ings. The,  Americans  have  obeyed  the 
laws,  except  that  of  taxation ;  and  I  should 
be  glad  to  hear  how  this  olive  branch,  that 
is  so  much  talked  of,  is  to  go  out.  No- 
thing less  than  non-taxation,  in  my  opi- 
nion, can  be  the  olive  branch ;  if  the  sys- 
tem of  taxation  is  to  be  maintained,  1  am 
sure  it  will  give  trouble  enough ;  but  if 
his  Majesty's  ministers  have  the  least 
thoughts  of  putting  an  end  to  the  taxation, 
let  them  adopt  it  now  at  once,  aiid  it  will 
put  an  end  to  every  thing. 

Mr.  Van.  I  do  not  rise  to  give  the 
House  much  trouble,  but  just  to  make 
one  observation  upon  what  an  hon.  gen- 
tleman has  said ;  that  if  we  will  not  tax 
that  country,  thev  will  return  to  their 
duty.  I  do  most  heartily  agree  with  him ; 
I  believe  they  will ;  but  if  they  oppose  the 
measures  of  government  that  are  now  sent 
out,  I  would  do  as  was  done  of  old,  in  the 
time  of  ancient  Britons,  I  would  burn  and 
set  fire  to  all  their  woods,  and  leave  their 
country  open,  to  prevent  that  protection 
they  now  nave ;  and  if  we  are  likely  to  lose 
that  country,  I  think  it  better  lost  by  our 
own  soldiers,  than  wrested  from  us  by  our 
rebellious  children. 

Leave  was  then  given  to  bring  in  the 
BiU. 

Delate  in  the  Camnums  on  a  Motion  Jar 
the  Repeal  of  the  American  Tea  Dtttif 
Act.2  April  19.  Mr.  Rose  Fuller  made 
the  motion  of  which  he  had  given  notice, 
relative  to  the  repeal  of  the  Tea  Duty.  -  He 
opened  it  with  aeclaring,  that  the  Boston 
Port  Bill,  and  the  other  regulations,  would 
be  totally  ineffectual  without  repealing  the 
Tea  Duty  Bill.  He  said,  he  was  very  sure 
that  the  motion  would  be  |>roductive  of  a 
great  deal  of  good ;  and  that  it  could  not 
possibly  do  harm.  He  spoke  much  to  the 
temper  and  feelings  of  the  Hou»e;  and 
the  arguments  which  he  used  served 
rather  to  point  out  the  former  conside- 
rations which  the  House  had  had  upoq 
thif  queation,  and  that  the  subject  of  tax* 
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adou  df  America  was  liD  aenr  wtttar. 
After  ft  short  openingy  Imt  cottdwied  by 
making  the  follow  ing  motion :  ^  Thai  (hit 
House  will,  on  diis  da^  sevewBighft,  re- 
solve itself  iota  a  committee  of  tivs  whole 
House,  to  take  into  consideration  the 
duty  of  3d.  per  pound  weight  upon  tea^ 
payable  m  all  hia  Maiesty's  dommiona  in 
America,  imposed  by  aA'Aci  made  in  the 
7th  year  of  bis  present  ^{aje8ty9  intituled, 

<  An  Act  for  graatiiig  certain  dnlies  in 

*  the  Brkish  cobniea  aad  plantations  tnr 

*  Ameriea,  for  allowing  a  drawback  of  the 

<  duties  oC  custeara  upon  the  exportation 
^  IroiD  this  kifv^AoiD  of  coffee  and  cocoa 

<  atftSy  of  the  prodnce  of  the  said  coloniefr 
« or    pknlatioRS,    for    deoenfinatng    the 

*  drawbacks  payable  on  Chnia   earthen 

*  ware  exported  to  America ;  and  for  more 

<  effectually  preventing   the    claadesthie 

*  rumiing  of  goods  m  the  said  eotoniea  and 

*  plantfttioiis«' " 

Mr.  Fennsmt  seconded  the  aaotiont  and 
said,  he  wished  much  it  B9ig^tg0t9a.eom^ 
BHltee»  becauae  he  thoaglu  tbsr  principle 
apon  which  the  Bill  waa  eatabliahed^aaset 
forth  in  the  preamble,  was  niijuBt  and  an*' 
politic  ;  than  it  changed  the  natar e  of  tkeir 
constitotioa,  and  if  took  away  the  power 
which  had  idwaya  beam  hcid  sacred  to  an 
Enj^ishmao,  that  of  levymg  iterr  own 
oiooey ;  thai  it  was  simihr  to  raiang  the 
Ship-money  jn  king  Chariea's  time  ;  thai 
fhoae  who  condeaioed  that  Bdcasiire  moat 
of  conrae  condemn  tlib,  the  one  being  as 
atbitrary  and  uaconstitutional  as  the  other. 
He  sak},  he  sabseribed  to  the  supremacy 
of  parliament,  but  he  tbou^^t  there  was  a 
plain  method  for  rabkrg  by  reqnisition  the 
.  money  which  we  wanted ;  thaC  the  people 
of  that  coHntiy  wocdd  be  better  abl^  to 
ascertain  how,  and  in  what  manner  ibe 
same  ought  to  be  raised,  on  account  of 
the  local  circurastaaces  which  might  at- 
tend it.  Tlie  peopfo  of  Boston  wodd  be 
the  first  Tietims  to  our  reseniuent ;  re^ 
peal  this  Bill,  said  be,  and  yeu  will  aoeet 
with  support  from  the  rest  of  the  colonies. 

Mr«  Jiice.  Thia«  Sir,  is  a  motion  upon 
Ihe  pba  of  reconcdiatioD,  and  there  ia  no 
Boan  would  go  farther  than  myself  to  eor* 
foct  any  thing  that  I  thought  would  be  the 
means  of  bringjag  about  such  rtcondlia- 
iion ;  but  I  cannot  concur  ia  any  thing 
that  eadaagera  the  auprcmacy  of  patlia« 
meat;  Let  as  bat  consider  the  coase* 
^aence  of  nich  a  repeal  at  tlni  atesant 
time.  Whenever  we  Iwve  aaade  the  least 
esaioa,  tbey  have  always  reqoiiad 
i^  they  Witt  ildak  thatwa  ac(n«a« 


ledge  that  we  have  ao  right,  if  we  iliouhl 
rof^  this  law.  The  objection  baa  bhhcrto 
been  made  on  the  ground  of  taxation.  I 
will  consider  trtdy  what  that  ground  i»; 
but  i  very  much  fiear  that  they  object  to 
that  centroul  which  mir^  be  iaproper  to 

I  take  off;  they  submitted  to  external  taza- 

,  tion,  to  internal  they  always  objected*  1 
will  take  that  period,  then,  as  the  £xed 

I  sera  for  their  allowing  taxation,  by  the  re- 

'  peal  of  the  Stamp  A«t,  as  aa  iBternal  tax. 

I  If  you  repeal  this  Act,  yx)u  wiH  ailarw  thst 
yon  have  no  right,  i  desire  to  keep  my 
stand  here,  and  net  to  give  op  that  aatho- 
rity  whieh  I  am  dear  in.  I  apicb  xio  new 
tanea  to  take  place,  hot  i  wish  to  keep  tiie 
right  and  oantroiil,  whiidi  if  yoo  give  of^ 
yon  parC  with  dU.  The  interest  of  Arae* 
rica  IS  the  interest  of  Great  Britain,  and  i 
weald  wish  to  make  their  happiness  the 
object,  and  to  do  that  whicii  would  be  la- 
tis&ctory  to  their  miods;  but,  in  tiui 
present  case,  I  am  greatly  afraid  if  rso 
give  ap  th'mf  you  wiU  be  requit^edb  to  give 
up  much  more. 

Captain  FknnM.  I  riiould  be  the  hit 
person  in  the  House  to  give  trouble,  if  the 
iBiportaiice  of  ihii  question  dUL  not  arpe 
■ae  to  it ;  bal  I  cannot  take  the  acts  ol 
the  provmce  of  Massachasei'a  Bay  to  he 
the  oflinbn  of  all  America,  nor  tboae  of  s 

'  few  designing  interested  men  is  Bcatoo, 
to  be  the  dispositiaD  of  the  whoie  pm- 

i  viace  at  large.  I  perfectly  agree  that  the 
Americans  cannot  reskt,  sind  tk^  tks 
doctrine  of  supremacy  k  good  ;  bns  1  ihkJt 
the  Americana  hove  a  veal  secto-itj  m  pv* 
hanaent,  whiek  is,  that  you  can  do  nothiag 
that  does  not  afect  Great  Britam  ^oall^ 
with  America  I  will  conskler  the  pre- 
sent measure  as  an  act  with  which  tbey 
caanot  cooaply,  or,  more  properly^  thej 
will  not.  In  the  l^fat,  then,  of  a  aaerem* 
tile  tax,  it  k  trifling  and  ridicatooa;  as  a 
matter  of  reveane,  it  k  aboard.  If  they 
cannot  resiH,  they  will  find  soia*  aaaaasof 
avoiding  it.  God  and  nataaa  kern  given 
them  an  eocteasiva  coast,  and  of  course  aa 
o|)portanity  of  saiaggliag.  Yeir  wiM  ia- 
jure  the  aMranlhctunes  of  thk  caanssy  ia  a 
very  high  degree ;  I  do  not  mean  by  tkeii 
non-inqmrtation  agreements^  bat  by  Biai> 
mg  them  prefer  the  maaaiactare  whUk  a 
worse  than  yours,  from  your  euaaiisi,  ts 
those  of  thia  caantry,  iHiich  m  better. 
May  tba  right  long  remain  in  tiie  expe» 
cy  af  not  exercising  it  \  I  wooid  only 
» It  called  for  at  particular  tinns^  wbsa 
emeraency  of  aftirs  lequircs  it,  aad 
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.Anerka  are  to  reeetve«qual  benefit;  but 
«£  you  exercise  Ihat  rjglit  when  you  hare 
«i4i  occasion  or  ar,geiit  reason  for  raising  a 
vereoue,  yoo  will  throw  the  quiet  man  of 
'tiwt  comitry  into  the  factioue  man.  Bat 
liow  can  you  expect  an  obedience  of  tiuMt 
<»untry,  when  the  emoluments  of  it  are 
taken  from  them  to  iupply  tiie  luxuries  of 
nen  who  live  in  this?  The  province  of 
Virginia,  before  lonf  Botetourt  was  made 
C^ernor,  was  annually  plundered  of 
SfiOOL  per  annum,  by  the  non -resilience 
m£  former  governors,  f  knew  a  perscm  hi 
tliat  country  who  held  eleven  officeS)  the 
emolumeots  of  which  were  appropriated  to 
the  support  of  men  of  bad  description  in 
this.  I  approved  much  of  the  Stamp  Act, 
m»  a  necessary  measure  to  destroy  that 
neat  of  small  petty-fogging  ottomies, 
whose  business  it  was  to  create  disturb* 
ances  and  law  suits,  and  live  by  thcf  plun* 
4er.  There  is  a  wide  diferenoe  between 
giving  up  a  right  and  exercising  it,  but  I 
cannot  see  that  parliament  in  fact  gives  up 
that  right,  when  they  say  it  is  not  expe- 
dient to  exercise  it.  1  therefore  wish 
much  for  the  repeal  of  this  Act,  which  I 
think  you  will  one  day  or  other  be  forced 
to  do. 

Mr.  Stephen  Fox.  I  rise.  Sir,  much  in 
favour  of  the  motion  on  your  table ;  and  I 
Atnk  the  only  reason  that  has  been  urged 
against  it,  is,  that  America  cannot  resist. 
llo  not,  Sir,  let  us  exercise  such  a  conduct 
merely  to  siiew  our  power.  I  am  far  from 
aayiag  we  ought  not  to  exert  this  power 
upon  proper  occasions,  but  to  make  use  of 
it  by  way  of  irritation,  is  to  me  the  highest 
ill  policy,  as  w^U  as  absurdity;  I  sliall 
thierofore  give  my  hearty  affirmative  to 
tlm  oiotioB* 

Mr.  CortiwalL  I  wish  gentlemen  would 
take  into  consideration  the  justice  of  their 
former  proceedings,  and  the  policy  and 
expediency  which  the  "present  times  re- 
(}uire  and  occasion.  I  do  not  love  enter- 
iQg  into  the  long  debates  which  have  for* 
Qocxly  faappaned  upon  this  busMoss;  I 
think  it  trraiig,  and  wish  only  to  puraae 
tbe  freeent  expediency  of  the  measure. 
The  preposition  which  we  are  now  called 
upon  to  decide,  is  simply  this :  Wliether 
the  whc^e  of  our  authority  over  the  Ame- 
ricans shall  be  taken  away  >  It  has  been 
aaid,  we  have  irritated  the  Americans 
by  taxes  that  are  neither  for  the  purpose 
of  revenue,  nor  for  commercial  regulations. 
That  tax  will  be  found  to  produce  much 
moBethaa  gentlemen  thin^;  and  however 
little  it  may  produce,  the  takmg  it  off  at 


dits  time  wouU  be  both  impolitic  and  im^ 
prudent.  Muoh  has  also  been  said  about 
ffaining  the  auctions  of  the  Americans. 
If  this  were  a  new  question,  I  should  think 
the  gatniHg  of  their  ailections  is  worth  a 
thousand  times  the  produce  of  the  tea 
duty.  It  is  true.  Sir,  that  England  it 
leaded  with  a  deht  of  a  very  considerable 
amonnt,  on  account  of  the  last  American 
war ;  andit  ie  but  just  and  right  that  they 
should  bear  their  proportion  of  expence. 
Gentlemen  say,  that  the  proposition  should 
hwe  been  made  to  them  by  way  of  requi- 
sition, if  I  saw  or  apprehended  the  least 
inclinatien  from  them  to  assist  us  in  any 
ether  mode  as  to  taxation,  I  would  leadily 
give  m  this  particular  Ux ;  but  has  any 
one  ottered  any  thing  on  this  head  ?  Has 
any  person  been  authorised  to  treat;  or 
any  ambassador  sent  on  that  occasion? 
I  would  meet  them  half  way  in  this 
proposition.  It  has  been  saidl,  that  idl 
Iheir  labours  are  centered  in  this  oonntry, 
and  that  we  should  injure  ourselves  by 
lavinj^this  tax.  1  look  upon  the  intereet 
of  this  country  to  be  ao  nearly  connected 
with  .that,  that  our  own  actions  will  be  the 
guide  of  their  security.  America  does 
net  meet  you  on  the  mode  of  taxation,  but 
upon  the  question  of  right;  and,  for  my 
part,  i  cannot  comprehend  the  distinction 
between  internal  and  eK^amal  taxation. 
You  repealed  the  Stamp  Act :  did  Ame« 
nea  then  receive  this  boon  of  repeal  cheer- 
fully ?  Disturbances  have  been  fomenting 
and  growing  ever  since.  Some  few  years 
past  you  repealed  three  or  ibur  of  these 
taxes;  I  wish  much  the  debate  on  this 
queatioa  had  then  been  -agitated.  The 
question  now  in,  Whether  it  is  prudent  to 
reped  this  tax  at  this  critical  juncture^ 
The  Amerioaassa^,  restore  us  to  the  same 
situation  we  were  in  before  the  Stamp  Act 
passed.  Suppose  we  do,  we  put  them  In 
a  worse  situation  than  they  are  now  in. 
The  consumer  of  a  pound  of  tea  before 
that  Act  took  place  paid  tweive*pence,  by 
this  Act  he  pays  only  tl)ree-pence,th^con« 
sttroer  therefore  certain^  gains  nine-pe^ce 
by  evei^  ponnd  he  uses.  This  tax  upon 
tea  is  certainly  not  uncommercial,  because 
tea  is  much  cheaper  now  than  before; 
and  therefore  I  thmk  it  cannot  have  any 
aspect  of  grievance  as  a  'commercial  taxt 
What,  then,  are  we  to  expect,  if  we  sheir 
such  a  pusillanimous  timidity  in  repealing 
this  tax,  merely  becauee  diey  object  to  it  r 
On  thecjueation  of  right,  they  will  certain- 
\j  consider  us  in  a  more  contemptuous 
light  than  they  ever  yet  did.    Let  me  ask 
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what  answer  will  they  give,  when,  after 
this,  the  Americans  shallvoluntarily  ap|>ly 
to  repeal  the  duty  on  wine,  &cJ  Ihe 
iame  principle  that  operates  for  the  repeal 
of  this,  will  go  to  that.  I  do  not  see  what 
answer  you  can  give,  nor  where  the  com* 
plaint  is  likely  to  stop,  until  you  have 
,  given  up  the  whole ;  and  by  that  means 
America  itself.  If  you  persist  in  the  mea- 
•ures  you  have  begun  with,  I  think  there 
is  not  a  doubt  oi'  your  succeeding,  and  of 
becoming,  if  I  may  use  the  word,  victorious; 
but  I  would  have  this  victory  obtained  by 
a  firm,  consistent,  just,  and  manly  conduct. 
I  do  not  see  what  line  of  discrimination  you 
can  draw;  for  man^  parts  of  America 
have,  in  a  measure,  disobeyed  the  precepts 
of  this  country,  and  behaved  much  in  the 
same  manner  as  Boston.  It  has  been  said, 
and  it  is  a  doctrine  I  readily  agree  to,  that 
you  ought  to  twine  the  olive  branch  round 
the  sword ;  but  if,  Sir,  they  will  return  to 
their  duty  as  they  ought  to  do,  the  sword 
will  have  no  edge.  Let  us  not  give  way  to 
fiilse  conceits,  or  factious  proceedings ;  be 
calm,  and  persist  in  a  just  conduct.  Deep 
as  our  debt  is  on  account  of  America,  you 
will  be  deprived  of  a  fourth  part  of  the  re- 
Tenue,  in  the  day  when  the  system  of  tax- 
ation will  be  found  necessary  for  carrying 
on  the  supplies  of  war,  and  the  exigencies 
of  government:  and  when  business  must 
bestopt,  without  some  resource  of  supply, 
there  will  not  then  be  found  two  voices 
about  taxing  America. 

Mr.  CornwalPs  reflections  on  the  repeal 
of  the  Stamp  Act,  and  on  the  conduct  of  the 
Rockingham  administration,  called  up  Mr. 
Edmund  Burke ;  who,  on  this  occasion,  is 
allowed  to  have  excelled  himself,  and  to 
have  made  one  of  the  most  masterly 
speeches  that  was  ever  uttered  in  a  public 
assembly. 

Mr.  Edmund  Burke  spoke  as  follows  :* 

Sir;  I  agree  with  the  hon.  gentle- 
man who  spoke  last,  that  this  subject  is 

•  From  the  original  edition,  prioted  for  J. 
Dodsley  in  Pail-Mall,  to  which  is  prefixed  the 
following 

Preface. 

"  The  fbllowinf^  Speech  has  been  much  the 
sobject  of  conversation ;  and  the  desire  of  having 
it  printed  was  lant  summer  very  general.  The 
means  of  gratifying  the  public  curiosity  were 
obligingly  furnished  from  the  notes  of  some 
gentlemen,  memlienB  of  the  last  parliament. 

'*  This  piece  has  been  for  some  months 
ready  for  the  press.  But  a  delicacv,  possibly 
over  scrupulous,  has  delayed  the  puVicatioo  to 


[1816 

not  new  in  this  House.  Very  disagree* 
ably  to  this  House,  very  unfortunattlj  to 
this  nation,  and  to  the  peace  and  pro^ 
rity  of  this  whole  empire,  no  topic  ba 
been  more  familiar  to  us.  For  nine  lon^ 
years,  session  after  session,  we  have  hm 
lashed  round  and  round  this  miserable  cir- 
cle of  occasional  arguments  and  tempo- 
rary  expedients.  I  am  sure  our  budi 
must  turn,  and  our  stomachs  nauseate  vitii 
them.  We  have  had  them  in  every  shape; 
we  have  looked  at  them  in  eveiy  point  d 
view.  Invention  is  exhausted ;  reason  ii 
fatigued ;  experience  has  given  judgment; 
but  obstinacy  is  not  yet  conquered. 

The  hon.  gentleman  has  made  one  en- 
deavour more  to  diversify  the  form  of  ihii 
disgusting  argument.  He  has  thrown  oot 
a  speech  composed  almost  entirely  of  cliil- 
lenges.  Challenges  are  serious  things: 
and  as  he  is  a  man  of  prudence  as  weil  2^ 
resolution,  I  dare  say  he  has  very  itii 
weighed  those  cliallenges  before  be  deli- 
vered them.  I  had  long  the  happiness  tt 
sit  at  the  same  side  of  the  House,  and  to 
agree  with  the  hon.  gentleman  on  all  the 
American  questions.  My  sentiments,  I 
am  sure,  are  well  known  to  him;  and  I 
thought  I  had  been  perfectly  acquainted 
with  his.  Though  I  find  myself  mistakes, 
he  will  still  permit  me  to  use  the  privilege 
of  an  old  friendship ;  he  will  permit  me  t« 
apply  m  vself  to  the  House  under  the  sanc- 
tion of  his  authority ;  and,  on  the  varioos 
grounds  he  has  measured  out,  to  submit 
to  you  the  poor  opinions  which  I  bare 

this  time.    The  friends  of  admioistrttivn  lia*e 
been  used  to  attribute  a  great  deal  of  the  oppo- 
sition to  their  measures  in  America  to  ibe 
writing  published  in  England.    The  tAMtf 
this  Speech  kept  it  back,  until  all  theoiesfard 
of  government  have  bad  their  full  opcntsi, 
and  can  be  no  lonfi^r  affected,  if  eter  they 
could  have  been  affected,  by  aay  publicatios* 
"  Most  readers  will  recoflect  the  0DC0iniD« 
pains  taken  at  the  beginning  of  the  list  ffs^ 
of  the  last  parliament,  and  indeed  dorioeiiic 
whole  course  of  it,  to  asperse  the  charactA 
and  decry  the  measures,  of  tliosc  irbowfl* 
supposed  to  be  friends  to  Aneriea ;  in  ordff  w 
weaken  the  effect  of  their  opposition  10  tke  | 
acts  of  rigour  then  preparing  against  the  colo' 
nies.    This  Speech  conUins  a  foil  refuUti«  <» 
the  charges  against  that  party  with  vbicb 
Mr.  Burke  has  all  along  acted.    In  doine  ih^ 
he  has  taken  a  review  of  the  effects  nf  ali^ 
schemes  which  have  been  succesiirely  8<J«fjw 
in  the  ^vemment  of  the  plantations.   Tbe 
subject  IS  idteresting;  the  matters  of  info^ 
lion  various,  and  important;  andtbepsbwj" 
tion  at  this  time,  the  editor  bopet,  will  b^"^ 
thought  unseasonable." 
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formed,  upon  a  matter  of  importance 
enoimh  to  demand  the  fullest  considera- 
tion I  could  besto«r  upon  it. 

He  has  stated  to  the  House  two  grounds 
of  deliberation;  one  narrow  and  simple, 
and  merely  confined  to  the  question  on 
your  paper :  the  other  more  large  and 
more  complicated ;  comprehending  the 
whole  series  of  the  parliamentary  proceed- 
ings with  regard  to  America,  their  causes, 
and  their  consequences.  With  regard  to 
the  latter  ground,  he  states  it  as  useless, 
and  thinks  it  may  be  even  dangerous,  to 
enter  into  so  extensive  a  field  of  enquiry. 
Yet,  to  my  surprize,  he  had  hardly  laid 
down  this  restrictive  proposition,  to  which 
his  authority  would  have  given  so  much 
weight,  when  directly,  and  with  the  same 
authority,  he  condemns  it;  and  declares 
i(  absolutely  necessary  to  enter  into  the 
most  ample  historical  detail.  His  zeal  has 
thrown  him  a  little  out  of  his  usual  accu- 
racy. In  this  perplexity  what  shall  we  do. 
Sir,  who  are  willing  to  submit  to  the  law 
he  gives  us  ?  He  has  reprobated  in  one 
part  of  his  speech  the  rule  he  had  laid 
down  for  debate  in  the  other ;  and,  af^er 
narrowing  the  ground  for  all  those  who 
are  to  speak  after  him,  he  takes  an  excur- 
sion himself,  as  unbounded  as  the  subject 
and  the  extent  of  his  great  abilities. 

Sir,  when  I  cannot  obey  i^l  his  laws,  I 
will  do  the  best  I  can.  I  will  endeavour 
to  obey  such  of  them  as  have  the  sanction 
of  his  example ;  and  to  stick  to  that  rule, 
whichy  though  not  consistent  with  the 
other,  is  the  most  rational.  He  was  cer- 
tainly in  the  right  when  he  took  the  matter 
largely.  I  cannot  prevail  on  myself  to 
agree  with  him  in  his  censure  of  his  own 
conduct.  It  is  not,  he  will  give  me  leave 
to  say,  either  useless  or  dangerous.#  He 
BBseriBf  that  retrospect  is  not  wise;  and 
the  proper,  the  only  proper,  subject  of 
enquiry  is,  "  not  how  we  got  into  this 
difiiculty,  but  how  we  are  to  get  out  of 
it."  In  other  words,  we  are,  according 
to  him,  to  consult  our  invention,  and  to 
reject  our  experience.  The  mode  of  deli- 
beration he  recommends  is  diametrically 
opposite  to  every  rule  of  reason,  and  every 
principle  of  good  sense  established  amongst 
mankind.  For,  that  sense  and  that  rea- 
son, I  have  always  understood,  absolutely 
to  prescribe,  whenever  we  are  involved  in 
difficulues  from  the  measures  we  have  pur- 
aued,  that  we  should  take  a  strict  review 
of  those  measures,  in  order  to  correct  our 
errors  if  they  should  be  corrigible ;  or  at 
least,  to  avoid,  a  dull  uniformity  in  mis- 
tVOUXVII.] 


chief,  and  the  unpitied  >Galamity  of  being 
repeatedly  caught  m  the  same  snare. 

Sir,  I  will  freeljr  follow  the  hon.  gentle- 
nian  in  his  historical  discussion,  without 
the  least  management  for  men  or  mea- 
sures, further  than  as  they  shall  seem  to 
me  to  deserve  it.  But  before  I  go  into 
that  large  consideration,  because  1  would 
omit  nothing  that  can  give  the  House 
satisfaction,  I  wish  to  tread  the  narrow 
ground  to  which  alone  the  hon.  gentle- 
man, in  one  part  of  his  speech,  has  so 
strictly  confined  us. 

He  desires  to  know  whether,  if  we 
were  to  repeal  this  tax  agreeably  to  the 
propositipn  of  the  honourable  gentle- 
man who  made  tlie  motion,  the  Americans 
would  not  take  post  on  this  concession,  m 
order  to  make  a  new  attack  pn  the  next 
body  of  taxes ;  and  whether  they  would 
not  call  for  a  repeal  of  the  duty  on  wine 
as  loudly  as  they  do  now  for  the  repeal  of 
the  duty  on  tea?  Sir,  I  can  give  no  secu- 
rity on  this  subject.  But  I  will  do  all  that 
I  can,  and  all  Uiat  can  be  fairly  demanded. 
To  the  experience  which  the  hoh.  gentle- 
man reprobates  in  one  instant,  and  reverts 
to  in  the  next ;  to  that  experience,  with- 
out the  least  waverine  or  hesitation  on  my 
part,  I  steadily  appeiu;  and  would  to  God 
there  was  no  othei'  arbiter  to  decide  on 
the  vote  with  which  the  House  is  to  con- 
clude this  day ! 

When  parliament  repealed  the  Stamp 
Act  in  the  year  1766,  1  affirm,  first,  that 
the  Americans  did  not  in  consequence  of 
this  measure  call  upon  you  to  give  up  the 
former  paHiamentary  revenue  which  sub- 
sisted in  that  country  ;  or  even  any  one  of 
the  articles  which  compose  it.  I  affirm 
also,  that  when,  departing  from  the  maxims 
of  that  repeal,  you  revived  the  scheme  of 
taxation,  and  thereby  filled  the  minds  of 
the  colonists  with  new  jealousy,  and  all 
sorts  of  apprehensions,  then  it  was  that 
they  quarrelled  with  the  old  taxes,  as  well 
as  the  new  ;  then  it  was,  and  not  till  then, 
that  they  questioned  all  the  parts  of  your 
legislative  power;  and  by  the  battery  of 
such  questions  have  shaken  the  solid  struc- 
ture of  this  empire  to  its  deepest  founda- 
tions. 

Of  those  two  propositions  I  shall,  before 
I  have  done,  give  such  convincing,  such 
damning  proof,  that  however  the  contrary 
may  be  whispered  in  circles,  or  bawled  io 
news-papers,  they  never  more  will  dure  to 
raise  tlieir  voices  in  this  House.  I  speak 
with  great  confidence.  I  have  reason  for  . 
it.    The  mbisters  are  with  me.     Thcjf  at 
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least  are  convinced  that  the  repeal  of  the 
Stamp  Act  had  not,  and  that  no  repeal 
can  have,  the  coo^equencefi  which  the 
hon.  gentleman  who  defends  their  niea- 
sures  IS  so  much  ali^rmed  at.  To  their 
conduct,  I  refer  him  for  a  conclusive  an* 
swer  to  his  objection.  I  carry  my  proof 
irresistibly  into  the  very  body  of  both  mi- 
nistry and  parliament ;  not  on  apy  general 
reasoning  growing  out  of  collateral  matter, 
but  on  the  conduct  of  the  hon.  gentleman's 
ministerial  friends  on  the  new  revenue  it- 
self.  ' 

The  Act  of  1767»  which  erante  this  tea 
duty^  seta  forth  in  its  preamUe,  that  it  was 
expedient  to  raise  a  revenue  in  America^ 
for  the  support  of  the  civil  govemtneni 
'  there,  as  well  as  for  purposes  sUll  more  ex- 
tensive*   To  this  support  the  Act  assigns 
six  branches  of  duties. '   About  two  years 
after  this  Act  paaed,  the  ministry,  I  mean 
the  present,  ministry,  thought  ifr  expedient 
to  repeal  five  of  the  duties,  and  to  leave 
(for  reasons  best  known  to  themselves) 
only    Uie  sixth  standing.    Suppose    any 
person^  at  the  time  of  that  repeal,  had  thus 
addressed  the  minister,*  **  Condemnisg  as 
you  do,  the  repeal  of  the  Stamp  Act,  why 
do  you  venture  to  repeal  the  duties  upon 
glass,  paper,  and  pamters'  colours  ?  Let 
your  pretence  for  the  repeal  be  what  it 
will,  are  you  not  thoroughly  convinced, 
that  your  concessions  will  produce^  not  sa« 
tisfaction,  but  insolence  in  the  Americans ; 
and  that  the  giving  up  these  taxes  will  ne- 
cessitate the  giving  up  of  all  the  rest?''  This 
objection  was-as  palpable  then  as  it  is  now ; 
and  it  was  as  good  for  preserving  the  five 
duties  as  ibr  retaining  tne  sixth.    Besides 
the  minister  will  recollect,  that  the  repeal* 
of  the  Stamp  Act  had  but  just  preceded 
his  repeal ;  and  the  ill  policy  of  that  mea- 
sure (had  it  been  so  impolitic  aa  it  has 
been  represented),  and  the  mischiefs  it 
produced,  were  quite  recent.    Upon  the 
princi[4es  therefore  of  the  hon.  gentleman, 
upon  the  principles  of  thp  minister  hiaseelf, 
the  minister  has  nothing  at  all  to  answer. 
He  stands  CQndemned  by  himself,  and  by 
all  his  associates  old  and  new,  as  a  destroy* 
or,  in  the  first  trust  of  finance,  of  the  le-^ 
venues ;  and  in  the  first  rank  of  honour, 
as  a  betrayer  of  the  dignity  of  his  country. 
Most  men,  especially  great  men,  do  not 
always  know  their  well-wishers.    I  come 
to  rescue  that  noble  lord  out  of  the  hands 
of  those  hecaUs.his  friends.;  and  even  out 

*■  ■■      ■      I    ^.  I  ■  ■  ■ipiP  II.*     »      HI.  <     <    '•    mi'    tut    mm,m 
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of  his  own.  I  will  do  him  the  justice,  hs 
is  denied  at  home.  He  has  not  been  thii 
wicked  or  imprudent  man.  He  \(mm  thgt 
a  repeal  had  no  tendency  to  produce  the 
mischiefs  which  give  so  much  alann  to  hit 
honourable  friend.  Hia  work  was  not  M 
in  its  principle,  but  imperfect  in  itsezeco^ 
tion;  and  the  motion  on  your  pttperpreiMi 
him  only  to  complete  a  proper  phn,  which, 
by  some  unfortunate  and  unaccouatsbk 
error,  he  had  left  unfinished. 

I  hope.  Sic,  the  hon.  gentleman  wbo 
spoke  last,  is  thoroughly  satisfied,  sad  a- 
tisfied  out  of  the  proceedings  of  nuniitiy 
on  their  own  favourite  Act,  thai  his  fsan 
from  a  repeal  are  groundless.  If  he  ii 
not,  I  leave  him,  and  the  noble  lord  vho 
sits  by  him,  to  settle  the  matter,  as  well  ai 
they  can,  together ;  for  if  the  repeal  of 
American  taxes  destroys  all  our  goten* 
mept  in  America»*He  is  ^e  omd  !-«id 
he  is  the  worst  of  all  the  repealers  be- 
cause he  is  the  last. 

But  I  hear  it  ruaj^  cootinuslly  is  my 
ears,  now  and  formerly,.— «*'  the  presn^lel 
what  will  become  of  the  preamble,  tf  yea 
repeal  this  tax  ?^'-.-J  am  sorry  to  be  coo* 
pelled  ao  often  to  expose  the  cahHsitiei 
and  disgraces  of  pariiamenL  The  pn> 
amble  Sf  (his  law,  standing  as  it  do* 
stands,  has  the  lie  direct  given  to  it  b]f 
the  proviaionary  part  of  the  Act;  if  tbtt 
can  be  called  provisienaiy  which  naka 
no  pi?Qvision.  I  shbuld  be  afraid  to  ei* 
press  myself  in  this,  nsaoner,  especially  is 
the  bee  of  such  a  formidahle  arisf  «f 
ability  as  is  now.  dranwtt  up  before  ■*) 
composed  of  the  ancient  household  troop 
of  that  side  of  the  Hovse,  and  fthsaiv 
recruits  from  this,  if  the  matter  wen  sol 
dear  and  indisputable.  Nothing  but  triih 
could  give  me  this  fiwuncfla;  but  pba 
tcuth  and  clear  evidence  can  be  bestdoM 
by  no  aiiilityt.  The  Clerk  wdU  be  as  ;oe^ 
as  to  tum  to  the  Aot^  and  to  read  dua^ 
vourite  preamUe : 

**  Whereas^  it  is  exipedieait  Ihst  a  i^ 
<*  venue,  should  be  rataed  in  your  Majiatj) 
**  dominions  in  Aroenca^  fbr  nwi^  ^ 
^*  more  certain  and  adequaSfr  p>^0^^ 
**  for  defir^ying  the  duutte  of  the  ^t^^"!^ 
<<  tration  of  justice,  and  support  of  cin 
<<  govetnment,  ie such  provinces «hcrei| 
<«  shall  be  firamd  aeeessary;  aadlofrardi 
«<  ihrfeher  deficayinff  the  expeacea  sf  da* 
««  fending,  psotee&gv  m^  seoaMg  m 
«  said  dooaioiona."' 

You  have^  heard  thk  po^poaa  pei' 
formanoe.  Ne#  where  is^  the  wvense 
which  is  to  do  aU  Ihese-  mighQr  tbiap* 
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Five  sixths  repealedU-abandoned — sank 
.^..^ae-^osi  for  ever.  Does  the  poor 
solitary  tea  duty  support  the  purposes  of 
this  preamble  I  Is  not  the  supply  there 
stated  as  efiectuslly  abandoned  as  if  the 
toft  duty  had  perished  in  the  general 
wreck  ?  Here,  Mr.  Speaker,  is  a  precious 
Hiockery'->a  preamble  without  an  act-^ 
taxes  granted  in  order  to  be  rq^iealed-^ 
and  the  reasons  of  the  grant  stiH  carefully 
kept  up!  Tkift  is  raising  a  revenue  in 
America!  This  Is  preserving  dignity  in 
England !  If  you  repeal  this  tax  in  com- 
pliance with  the  motion,  I  readily  admit 
that  you  lose  this  fair  preamble.  Esti- 
xnate  your  loss  in  it.  The  object  of*  the 
Act  is  gone  already ;  and  all  you  suftsr  is 
the  porgiiig  the  statute-book  of  the  oppro- 
brium of  an  empty,  absurd,  and  false 
recitai. 

It  has  been  said  again  and  again,  that 
the  five  taxes  were  repealed  on  commercial 
principies.  It  is  so  said  m  the  paper  in 
my  hand;*  a  paper  which  I  oonstantly 
<»irry  id>out;  which  1  have  often  used, 
suDkd  shall  often  use  again.  What  is  got  by 
this  paltry  prMence  of  commercial  princi^ 
pled  I  know  not ;  for,  if  your  govemmenc 
in  AmetiGa  is  destroyed'  by  the  repeal  of 
UuoeSf  it  is  of  no  consequence  upon  what 
ideas  the  repeal  is  grounded.  Repeal  this 
tax  too  upon  coflanerctal  principles  if  you 
please.^  These  principles  will  serVe  as 
well  now  as  they  did  formerly.  But  you 
know  Ihat^  either  your  objection  to  a  re- 
peal from  these  sdpposed  consequences 
has  BO  validity,  or  that  this  pretence  never 
could  remove  it.  This  commercial  motive 
never  was  believed  by  any  man,  either  in 
America,  whidi  this  Letter  is  meant  to 
soothe,  or  in  England,  which  it  is  mefint  to 
deceive*  It  was  impossible  it  should. 
Because  every  man,  in  the  least  acquainted 
with  the  detail  of  commerce,  must  know, 
that  several  of  the  articles  on  which  the 
tax  was  repealed  were  fitter  objects  of 
duties  than  almost  any  othes  articles  that 
could  possibly  be  chosen;  without  com- 
parison more  so,  than  the  tea  that  was 
left  taxed ;  as  infinitely  less  liable  to  be 
eluded  by  contraband.  The  tax  upon  red 
and  while  lead  was  of  this  nature.  You 
have,  in  tbb  kingdom,  an  advanuge  in 
lead,  that  amounts  to  a  monopoly.  When 
you  find  yourself  in  this  situation  of  ad- 
vantage, you  sometimes  vetitmre  to  lax 

*  Lord  HllUborough'fi  Circular  Letter  to  the 
Ooveroors  of  the  Colooies  coticerninfir  the  Re- 
peal of  some  of  the  Duties  laid  in  (he  Act  of 


even  your  own  export.  You  did  so,  soon 
after  the  last  war;  when,  upon  this  prin- 
ctple,  you  ventured  to  impose  a  duty  oh 
coals.  In  all  the  articles  of  American 
contraband  trade,  who  ever  heard  of  the 
smuggling  of  red  lead,  and  white  lead  \ 
You  might,  therefore,  well  enough,  with- 
out tlasiger  of  contraband,  and  without  in- 
jury to  commerce  (if  this  were  the  whole 
consideration)  have  taxed  these  commo- 
dities. The  same  may  t>e  said  of  glass. 
Besides,  some  of  the  things  taxed  were  so 
trivial,  that  the' loss  of  the  objects  them- 
selves and  their  utter  annihilation  out  of 
American  commerce,  would  have  been 
comparativdy  as  nothing.  But  is  the  ar- 
ticle of  tea  such  an  object  in  the  trade  of 
England,  as  not  to  be  felt,  or  felt  but 
slightly,  like  white  lead,  and  red  lead,  and 
paintets'  colours  ?  tea  is  an  object  of  far 
other  importance.  Tea  is  perhaps  the 
mott  important  object,  taking  it  #ith  its 
necessary  connections,  of  any  ih  the 
mighty  oin^ie  of  our  commerce.  If  com- 
mercial nrincipka  had  beeti  the  tt^e  mo- 
tives to  the  repeal,  or  had  they  been  at  all 
attended  to,  tea  would  huve  beeti  the  lai^ 
article  we  shou4d  hav6  left  tasted  for  h 
subject  of  controversy. 

sir,  it  in  not  a  pleassfOt  consideration ; 
but  nothing  in  the  world  con  read  so  awful 
and  so  instructive*  a  lesson,  as  the  conduct 
of  ministry  in  this  business,  upon  the  mis- 
chief of  not  havii^  lari^e  and  liberal  ideas 
in  the  management  of  great  affairs.  Neve): 
have  the  servants  of  the  state  looked  at 
the  whole  of  your  complicated  interests  in 
one  connected  view.  They  have  taken 
things,  by  bits  and  scraps,  some  at  one 
time  and  one  pretence,  and  some  at  ano- 
ther, just  as  they  pressed,  wKhout  any  sort 
of  regard  to  their  relations  or  dependen- 
cies. They  never  had  any  kind  of  sys- 
tem, right  or  wrong;  but  only  invented 
occasionally  some  miserable  tale  for  the 
day,  in  order  meanly  to  sneak  out  of  diffi- 
culties, into  which  they  had  proudly 
strutted.  And  they  wefe  put  to  all  these 
shifts  and  devices,  full  of  meanness  and 
full  of  mischief,  in  order  to  pilfer  piece- 
meal a  repeal  of  an  Act,  which  they  had 
not  the  )fene^6us  courage,  when  they 
found  and  felt  their  error,  honourably  and 
fairly  to  disclaiAa.  By  such  manaceitient, 
by  the  irresistible  operation  ot  feeble 
cotmcils,  so  pakry  a  sum  as  Sd,  in  the 
eyes  of  a  financier,  so  insignificant  an  ar- 
ticle as  tea  in  the  eves  of  a  philosophet^, 
have  shaken  the  pillars  "of  a  commercial 
empire  Chaf  cirded  the  whole  globe. 
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Po  you  forget  that,  in  the  very  last 
year,  you  stood  on  the  precipice  of  gene- 
ral bankruptcy  I  Your  danger  was  indeed 
greaL  You  were  distressed  in  the  affiiirs 
of  the  East  India  Company  ;  and  you 
well  know  what^sort  of  things  are  involved 
in  the  comprehensive  energy  of  tliat  sig- 
nificant appellation.  I  am  not  called  upon 
to  enlarge  to  you  on  that  danger,  which 
you  thought  proper  yourselves  to  aggra- 
vate, and  to  display  to  the  world  with  all 
the  parade  of  indiscreet  declamation.  The 
monopoly  of  the  most  lucrative  trades, 
and  the  possession  of  imperiid  revenues, 
ha^  brought  you  to  the  verge  of  beggary 
and  ruin.  Such  was  your  representation,  < 
such  in  some  measure^  was  your  case, 
•The  vent  of  ten  millions  of  pounds  of  this 
commodity,  now  locked  up  by  the  opera- 
tion of  an  injudicious  tax,  and  rotting  in 
the  warehouses  of  the  Company,  would 
have  prevented  all  this  distress,  and  all 
that  series  of  desperate  measures  which 
you  thought  yourselves  obliged  to  take  in 
consequence  of  it.  America  would  have 
furnislied  that  vent,  which  no  other  part 
of  the  world  can  furnish  but  Amenca; 
where  tea  is  next  ta  a  necessary  of  life ; 
and  where  the  demand  grows  upon  the 
supply.  I  hope  our  dear-bought  East 
India  committees  have  done  us  at  least  so 
much  good,  as  to  let  us  know,  that  with- 
out a  more  extensive  sale  of  that  article 
our  East  India  revenues  and  acquisitions 
can  have  no  certain  connection  with  this 
country.  It  is  through  the  American 
trade  of  tea  that  your  East  India  con- 
quests are  to  be  prevented  from  crushing 
you  wiUi  their  burthen.  They  are  pon- 
derous indeed ;  and  they  must  have  that 
freat  countj-y  to  lean  upon,  or  they  tum- 
le  upon  your  head.  It  is  the  same  folly 
that  has  lost  you  at,  once  the  benefit  of 
the  West  and  of  the  East.  This  folly  has 
thrown  open  folding-doors  to  contraband ; 
and  will  be  the  means  of  giving  the  pro- 
fits of  the  trade  of  your  colonies,  to  every 
nation  but  yourselves.  Never  did  a  peo- 
ple suffer  80  much  for  the  empty  woras  of 
a  preamble.  It  must  be  given  up.  For 
on  what  principle  does  it  stand  ?  This  fa- 
mous revenue  stands,  at  this  hour,  on  ail 
the  debate,  as  a  description  of  revenue  not 
as  yet  known  in  all  the  comprehensive 
/"but  too  comprehensive!)  vocabulary  of 
^rfance — a  preambuiary  tax.  It  is  indeed 
a  tax  of  sophistry,  a  tax  of  pedantry,  a  tax 
of  disputation,  a  tax  of  war  and  rebellion, 
a  tax  for  any  thing  but  benefit  to  the  iia- 
poscrsi  or  satisfaction  to  the  subject. 


Well!  but  whatever  it  is,  gentlena 
will  force  the  colonists  to  take  the  tea& 
You  will  force  them  ?  has  seven  yean 
struggle  been  yet  able  to  force  then! 
O  but  it  seems  <<  we  are  in  the  right- 
The  tax  is  trifling— ^in  effect  it  is  la^erin 
exoneration  than  an  imposition;  three- 
fourths  of  the  duty  formerly  payable  m 
teas  exported  to  America  is  taken  of: 
the  place  of  collection  is  onlj  shifted; 
instead  of  the  retention  of  a  shilling  fitn 
the  draw-back  here,  it  is  three-peace  cus- 
tom paid  in  America.''  AH  this,  Sir,ii 
very  true.  But  this  is  the  very  folly  sfid 
mischief  of  the  Act.  Incredible  as  it  mij 
seem,  you  know,  that  you  have  delibe- 
rately thrown  away  A  large  duty  which 
you  held  secure  and  quiet  in  your  btnds, 
for  the  vain  hope  of  getting  one  th^e^ 
fourths  less,  thraugh  every  hazard,  througk 
certain  ligitation,  and  possibly  throogii 
war. 

The  manner  of  proceeding  in  the  dotiet 
on  paper  and  glass  imposed  by  the  suu 
Act,  was  exactly  in  the  same  spirit.  There 
are  heavy  excises  on  those  articles  when 
used  in  England.  On  export  these  ex- 
cises are  drawn  back.  But  insteid  of 
withholding  the  3raw-back,  which  night 
have  been  done,  with  ease,  without chai|e, 
without  possibility  of  smuggling;  sod  in- 
stead of  applying  the  money  (monej  al- 
ready in  your  hands)  acconling  to  yonr 
pleasure,  you  began  your  operatioosis 
finance  by  flinging  away  your  revenue; 
you  allowed  the  whole  draw-back  on  ex« 
port,  and  then  you'  charged  the  doty, 
which  you  had  before  discharged,}  par* 
able  in  the  colonies ;  where  it  was  certain 
the  collection  would  devour  it  tothebooe; 
if  any  revenue  were  ever  suffered  to  be 
collected  at  all.  One  spirit  pervades  md 
animates  the  whole  mass. 

Could  any  thing  be  a  subject  of  more 
just  alarm  to  America,  than  to  «ee  jm 
go  out  of  the  plain  high  road  of  finaDcej 
and  give  up  your  most  certain  rcv«jues«Dd 
your  clearest  interests,  merely  for  thcsikc 
of  insulting  your  colonies  I  No  man  ercr 
doubted  tliat  the  commodity  of  tea  txm 
bear  an-  imposition  of  three-pence.  Bat 
no  commodity  will  bear  three-pence,  w 
will  bear  a  penny,  when  the  general  ^ 
ings  of  men  are  irritated,  and  two  ®^J^ 
of  people  are  resolved  not  to  pay.  1* 
feelings  of  the  colonies  were  formerly  the 
feelings  of  Great  Britain.  Theirs  wf[^ 
formerly  the  feeling  of  Mr.  Hampo» 
when  called  upon  for  the  payment  of  2w» 
Would  20i,  have  ruined  Mr.  Hampd^« 
I 
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»rtuDe?  Nol  but  the  pajmeht  of  haif 
Ov.,  on  the  principle  it  was  demanded, 
rould  have  made  him  a  slave.  It  is  the 
relght  of  that  preamble,  of  which  you  are 
0  fondy  and  not  the  weight  of  the  dutv, 
limt  the  Americans  are  unable  and  unwifl- 
ig  to  bear.  / 

It  is  then,  Sir,  upon  the  principle  of  this 
leasure,  and  nothing  else,  that  we  are  at 
isue.  It  is  a  principle  of  political  expe- 
iency.  Your  Act  of  1767  asserts,  that  it 
\  expedient  to  raise  a  revenue  in  Ame* 
lea ;  your  Act  of  1769,  which  takes  away 
liat  revenue,  contradicts  the  Act  of  1767 ; 
nd,  by  something  much  stronger  than 
rords,  asserts,  that,  it  is  not  expedient, 
t  isa  reflexion  upon  your  wisdom  to  per- 
ist  in  a  solemn  parliamentary  declaration 
f  the  expediency  of  any  object,  for  which, 
t  the  same  time,  you  make  no  sort  of 
rovision.  And  pray.  Sir,  let  not  this  cir- 
umstance  escape  you ;  it  is  very  mate- 
iai ;  tluit  the  preamble  of  this  Act,  which 
re  wiah  to  repeal,  is  not  declaratory  of  a 
ightf  as  some  gentlemen  seem  to  argue 
t ;  it  is  only  a  recital  of  the  expediency  of 
.  certain  exercise  of  a  right  supposed  al- 
eady  to  have  been  asserted  ;  an  exercise 
ou  are  now  contending  for  by  ways  and 
Deans,  which  you  confess,  though  they 
rere  obeyed,  to  be  utterly  insufficient  for 
heir  purpose.  You  are  therefore  at  this 
noment  m  the  aukward  situation  of  fight- 
ng  for  a  phantom;  a  quiddity;  a  thing 
hat  wants,  not  only  a  substance,  but  even 

name ;  for  a  thing,  which  is  neither  ab« 
tract  right,  nor  profitable  enjoyment. 

They  tell  vou,  Sir,  that  your  dignity  is 
led  to  it.  I  know  not  bow  it  happens, 
)Ut  this  dignity  of  yours  is  a  terrible  in- 
umbrance  to  you ;  for  it  has  of  late  been 
▼er  at  war  with  your  interest,  your 
quity  and  every  idea  of  your  policy. 
Ihew  the  thing  you  contend  for  to  be 
eason  ;  shew  it  to  be  common  sense ; 
bew  it  to  be  the  means  of  attaining  some 
aeful  end;  and  then  I  am  content  to 
How  it  what  dignity  you  please.  But 
rliat  dignity  is  derived  from  the  perse- 
erance  in  absurdity  is  more  than  ever 

could  discern.  The  hon.  gentleman  has 
Btd  well— indeed,  in  mott  of  hia.general 
bservations  I  agree  with  him — he  says, 
hat  this  subject  does  not  stand  as  it  did 
ormerly.  Oh,  certainly  not !  every  hour 
lou  continue  on  this  lU-chosen  ground, 
our  difficulties  thicken  on  you;  and 
herefore  my  conclusion  is,  remove  from  a 
md  position  as  quickly  as  you  can.  The 
lisgrace,  and  the  neceisity  of  yidding, 
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'  both  of  them,  grow  upon  you  every  hour 
of  your  delay. 

But  will  you  repeal  the  Act,  says  the 
hon;  gentleman,  at  this  instant  when  Ame- 
rica is  in  open  resistance  to  your  autho« 
rity,  and  tnat  you  have  just  revived  your 
system  of  taxation  >  He  thinks  he  has 
driven  us  into  a  corner.  But  thus  pent 
up,  I  am  content  to  meet  him;  because 
1  enter  the  lists  suppoi'ted  by  my  old  au- 
thority, his  new'  friends,  the  minister! 
themselves.  The  hon.  gentleman  remem- 
bers, that  about  five  years  ago  as  great 
disturbances  as  the  present  prevailed  in 
America  on  account  of  die  new  taxes. 
The  ministers  represented  these  disturb- 
ances as  treasonable;  and  this  House 
thought  proper,  on  that  representation,  to 
make  a  famous  address  for  a  revival,  and 
for  a  new  application  of  a  statute  of  Henry 
8. ,  We  besought  the  King,  iu  that  well- 
considered  Address*,  to  inquire  into  tree- 
sons,  and  to  bring  the  supposed^  traitors 
from  America  to  Great  Britain  for  trial. 
His  Majesty  was  pleased  graciously  to 
promise  a  compliance  with  our  request. 
All  the  attempts  from  this  side  of  the 
House  to  resist  these  violences,  and  to 
bring  about  a  repeal,  were  treated  with 
the  utmost  scorn.  An  apprehension  of 
the  very  consequences  new  stated  by  the 
hon.' gentleman,  was  then  given  as  a  rea- 
son for  shutting  the  door  against  all  hope 
of  such  an  alteration.  And  so  strong  was 
the  spirit  for  supporting  the  new  taxes, 
that  the  session  concluded  with  the  follow- 
ing remarkable  declaration.  After  stating 
the  vigorous  measures  which  had  been 
pursued,  the  Speech  from  the  throne  pro- 
ceeds: 

<*  You  have  assured  me  of  your  firm 
"  support  in  the  prosecution  of  them. 
**  Nothing,  in  my  opinion,  could  be  more 
**  likely  to  enable  the  well-disposed  araon^ 
**  my  subjects  in  that  part  of  the  world^ 
**  effisctofuly  to  discourage  and  defeat  tha 
«  designs  of  the  factious  and  seditious^ 
<*  than  the  hearty  concurrence  of  every 
*^  branch  of  the  legislature,  in  maintain- 
**  ing  the  execution  af  the  laws  in  every 
<<  part  of  my  dominions.'' 

After  this  no  man  dreamt  that  a  repeal 
under  this  ministry  could  possibly  tak6 
place.  The  hon.  gentleman  knows  ai 
well  as  I,  that  the  idea  was  utterly  ex- 
ploded by  those  who  sway  the  House. 
This  speech  was  made  on  the  9th  day  of 
May,  1769.    Five  days  after  this  speech/ 

i>       li ■  < 
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ttiAt  is,  oa  the  ISth  of  the  jmne  iMMitii, 
the  public  Circular  Letter,  apirtofwhicli 
I  am  gokiff  to  read  lo  jeu,  was  written  by 
IxA  Halbberoiigh,  aecretaiy  •f  stale  for 
tbe  oolonies*  After  wdtiag  the  sebsftaooe 
•f  the  King's  Speecli»  he  goes  on  tlMs: 

*<  I  can  take  upon  me  to  asnira  you, 
«  BoCwithstanding  inatBttatieiis  to  the  vom» 
^  iMUjt  ^on  men  with  fiwfeioiH  aed  sedi« 
« tions  views,  that  his  Majaift^r's  present 
«  administration  have  at  no  time  cBfeer« 
**  tnined  a  design  lo  propose  to  parliament 
•«  lo  lay  any  further  taxes  open  Ameriicat 
**  for  ttM  purpose  of  ffaisinw  a  pevenne ; 
<<  end  that  it  is  at  present  mcr  intention 
<<  le  propose,  the  nest  session  of  parisa- 
•*  mrat,  te  take  off  the  duties  upon  gloss, 
<<  paper,  an^  colours,  upon  considemtion 
<*  of  sudi  duties  having  been  hud  contmry 
M  to  the  true  principles  of  connseroe. 
.  «  These  have  always  bete,  mid  still  are, 
«  the  sentimento  of  his  Ma|estjr's  present 
<<  servanft ;  and  by  which  thar  conduct 
**  in  respect  to  America  has  been  go- 
<<  vemeo.  And  his  Majesty  relies  upcm 
*f  your  prudence  and  fidelity  for  such  an 
«exphuiation  of  his  measures,  as  may 
<*  tend  to  remove  the  prqodioes  which 
<<  have  been  excited  by  the  misirepresen- 
^  tations  of  those  who  are  enemies  to  the 
**  peace  and  prosperity  «f  Great  Britain 
<«  and  her  colonies ;  and  to  re-establish 
«<that  mutual  confidenoe  and  afiection, 
M  upon  which  the  gloryvond  safety  €»f  the 
<*  Biiti^  empire  depend/* 

Here,  Sir,  is  a  canonical  booic  of  mi- 
nisterial  eeripture;  the  genend  epistle  to 
the  Aoaericans.  What  does  the  gentle- 
mansay  to  it?  Here  a  repeal  is  promised; 
proqiised  without  condition ;  and  whfle 
your  authority  was  actually  resistod.  I 
|>ass  by  the  public  promise  of  a  peer  rda- 
live  to  the  repeal  of  taxes  by  this  House. 
I  pass  by  the  use  of  the  King's  name  in  a 
matter  oi  supply,  that  sacred  and  reserved 
vijght  of  the  Commons.  I  conoeal  the  ri- 
d£ulous  figttie  of  parliament,  hurUng  its 
thunders  at  the  gigantic  rebdlion  of  Ame- 
nca ;  and  then  five^days  after,  prostrate  at 
the  feel  of  those  asaerobliee  we  a&cted  to 
despise;  b^gin^  them,  by  the  htterven* 
tion  of  onr  tntmstcrial  suretiea,  to  receive 
•ur  submission;  and  heartily  promising 
amondaaentt  These  midHhave  been  se^ 
nous  matters  formerly ;  but  we  are  grown 
.  wiser  than  our  fathen.  Ftaing,  there- 
fwe,  from  the  constitutional  considenition 
to  the  mere  policy,  does  not  thift  letter 
imply,  that  the  idea  of  taxing  America 
for  the  purpose  of  revenue  k  m  abomina* 


Ue  project;  when  the  miaistrv  w^ 
none  hut  JacUous  men,  and  with  nditua 
views,  oould  chaige  them  with  h?  doo 
not  Ihn  letter  adopt  and  sanctif  j  tiM  km 
rioan  distinotiett  of  ionHgJbr  a  remsii 
dees  it  not  ftrmaUy  reject  all  future  tin 
tion  on  that  principle  ?  does  it  not  stse 
the  ministerial  reaction  of  such  principle 
of  taxation,  not  as  the  occasional,  bot  tk 
constant  opinion  of  the  King's  semnti 
does  it  ttfSt  aay  (I  care  not  how  cous- 
tently ),  bnt^ees  it  not  say,  that  their  o» 
duct  with  regard  to  America  fast  baa 
efteu^  governed  by  this  policy  ?  It  gooi 
great  ^kal  fbrther.  These  exoeUent  ni 
trusty  eervanu  of  the  King,  tustiy  Md 
lest  they  themselves  should  hare  lest  i 
credk  with  the  world,  brmg  out  tbein^ 
of  their  gracious  sovereign  from  tbe  ioBfli 
and  most  sacred  shrine,  and  they  pin 
him,  as  a  aecurity  for  tiieir  protsifci- 
*^  His  Majesty  relies  on  your  fniaa 
and  fidelity  fat  such  an  explanatioD  of  h 
measures."  These  sentiments  of  tiie  si- 
nister, aad  these  measures  of  fail  Mijc^. 
can  only  relate  to  the  principle  sod  prt^ 
tloa  of  taxing  for  a  revenue;  asdscepni- 
ic^ly  lord  Botetourt,  stating  it  «focb,ii 
widi  great  propriety,  and-  in  the  end 
spirit  of  his  tnstructiona,  endeavour  to  it- 
move  the  fears  of  the  Viivinian  smoMj* 
leet  the  sentisMnts,  which  it  seem  (n- 
known  to  the  world)  had  ahoeft  beo 
thoae  of  the  ministors,  and  b]r  which  t^ 
conduct  in  ratpeot  io  Amerka  had  ^ 
gnwruedf  ahould  by  some  possibie  fewio- 
tion,  favourable  lo  wicked  AmerictoUsef- 
be  hereafter  counteracted.  He  addresitf 
them  in  this  manner : ' 
-f  «  It  nmy  possibly  be  objected,  tbats 
his  Mary's  present  admiDBtnrtion  iR 
not  immortal,  their  successors  mav  be  is- 
dined  to  attempt  to  undo  what  the  pie* 
sent  ministers  shall  have  attempteltoper' 
form;  md  to  that  objection  I  cm  f* 
but  this  answer :  that  it  is  my  firm  opioioit 
that  the  plan  I  have  stated  to  ^03  vil 
certainly  take  place,  and  that  it  wifi  se**' 
be  departed  from;  and  so  detennioed  la 
I  for  ever  to  abide  by  it,  thst  I  will  ^ 
eonteni  to  be  declared  iDftmeos,  if  I  ^ 
not,  to  the  last  hour  of  mv  life,stsUtiiB0» 
in  all  ^aoe8,and  upon  all  occsmu,  eiert 
every  power  with  vihkii  I  cither  am, « 
ever  shall  be  I^ally  invested,  in  order  tf 
obtam  and  maintain  for  the  costineDtv 
America  thai  sntisfiKtion  whieb  I  f^ 
been  authorised  to  promise  thii  dsy,  i? 
the  confidential  servants  of  sur  giscNtf 
sovereign^  who  lo  my  oertsinkBOvie<V 


f]  of  the  American  Tta-JM^ 

mr«t  hit  honour  so  htgh^  that  he  wouid 
tttlier  part  with  his  crown,  than  prasonw 
fc  by  deceit.*'* 

A  glorious  and  tme^  charaeter !  which 
'sixvce  we  suffer  his  ministers  with  ioipu- 
fti^j  to  answer  for  his  ideas  of  taxation) 
re  ought  to  make  it  our  business  to  ena- 
ble his  Majesty  to  preserve  in  all  its  lustre. 
Lot  him  hare  character,'  since  ours  is  no 
nore !  Let  some  part  of  govemraent  be 
fiept  in  respect ! 

This  epistle  was  not  the  letter  of  Tord 
Hillsborough  solely ;  though  he  held  the 
ifficial  pen.  It  was  the  letter  of  the  nobte 
iord  upon  the  floor  (lord  North )^  and  of 
fell  the  King's  then  ministers,  who  (with  1 
llunk  the  exception  of  two  ohly)  are  his 
Bunieters  at  this  hour.  The  very  first 
news  that  a  British  parliament  heard  of 
what  it  was  to  do  with  the  duties  which  it 
had  given  and  granted  to  the  King,  was 
by  the  publication  of  the  votes  of  Ame- 
viottn  assemblies.  It  was  in  America  that 
-jwxf  resolutions  were  pre*deelared.  It 
w«»  fVom  thence  that  we  knew  to  acer>- 
Imnty,  how  much  eanietly,  and  not  a 
•cniple  more  nor  lefls>  we  were  to  repeal. 
We  were  unworthy  to  be  let  into  the  se- 
cret of  our  own  conduct;  The  assemblies 
hod  eonjkkntkd  communications  from  his 
Majesty^s  ooi^dentiai  servants.  We  were 
ttothing  but  mstmments*  nPo  you,  after 
this,  wonder  that  yeu  have  no  weight  and 
no  respect  in  ^  colonies  ?  After  this, 
are  you  surprized,  that  parliament  is  overy 
day  and  every  where  losing  (I  feel  it  with 
sorrow,  I  utter  it  with  reluctance)  that 
veverentiid  aiection,  which  so  endearing  a 
same  of  authority  ought  ever  to  carry 
with  it ;  tiiat  you  are  obeyed  solely  from 

*  A  mstertal  ponit  is  omitred  by  Mr.  Borkt 
la  this  speech,  viz.  the  msmier  m  wbieh  the 
ooatiMOBt  received  this  royal  aasuraecon  The 
aaacmUy  of  Virginia,  in  their  addreas.in  answer 
to  lerd  Botetourt's  speech,  exprass  themsslf  es 
thus :  **  We  will  act  suffer  our  present  tiopesv 
arising  from  the  pleasiog  prospect  your  lord- 
ship nath  10  kindly  opened  and  displayed  to 
aoy  to'be  dashed  hy  the  bitter  reflection  that 
any  Coture  admiaistratioo  wtH  entertain  a  wish 
t»  depart  from  that  pho,  which  afibrds  the 
aorosl  and  most  perfnaaeBt  Anmdationof  public 
tnaquiUity  and  happiness:  ne,  mjr  lord,  we 
are  sure  our  most  gracioos  Sovereign,  under< 
whatever  changes  may  happen  in  his  oonfiden* 
tial  servants^  will  remain  imawUable  in  the 
ways  of  truth  aufl  iustice,  and  that  he  is  inca- 
pable of  deceiving  his  faithful  subjects ;  and  we 
esteem  your  lordship's  information  not  only  as 
warranted,  but  even  sanctified  by  the  royal 
word."  ' 
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reopeet  to  liM  bayoaet;  aad  diat  this 
Honae»  the  groand  and  f^Har  of  freedom) 
is  itself  hM  op  only  by  the  treachereus* 
under-piiining  and  clumsy  battressee  ef 
arbitrary  power  ? 

If  this  dignity,  which  is  ta  ttaadf  in  the 
place  of  just  policy  and  coRHnaa  sense, 
had  been  consulted,  there  was  a  time  far 
preserving  it,  and  for  reconciliag  it  w^ 
any  concession.  If  ia  the  sessioB  of  17^ 
that  session  of  idle  terror  and  empty  me- 
naces, you  had,  as  you  were  often  pressed 
to  do,  repealed  these  taxes ;  then  your 
strong  operations  would  have  come  jus- 
tified ana  enforced,  in  ease  your  conces^ 
saons  had  been  returned  by  outrages..  B^t^ 
preposterously,  you  began  with  vtoience ; 
and  before  terrors  could  have  any  eflbct^ 
either  good  or  bad,  your  ministers  imme** 
diately  begged  pardon,  and  premised  that 
repeal  to  the  obstmate  Americans  which 
they  had  refused  in  an  easy,  good-natufed, 
complying  British  pariiaawnt  The  a»* 
semraes,  which  has  been  puUidy  and 
avowedly  dissolved  for  their  contumacr, 
are  called  together  to-  receive  your  sua- 
mission.  Your  ministerial  directors  blus" 
tered  like  tragic  tyrants  here ;  and  thea 
went  mumping  with  a  sore  leg  hr  America, 
canting,  and  whining,  and  complaining  of 
fhcdon,  which  represented  them  as  friends 
to,  a  revenue  from  the  colonies^  - 1  hope 
nobody  in  this  Home  will  hereafter  harva 
the  impudence  to  defend  American  taxes 
in  the  name  of  ministry.  The  moment 
they  do,  with  l^is  letter  of  attorney  in 
my  hand,  I  win  tell  them,  in  the  author 
rised  terms,  they  are  wretches,  with  fiie» 
tions  and  seditibus  views ;  enemies  to  tiia . 
peace  »m}  prosperity  of  the  mother  comh> 
try  and  the  colonies^  and  sobverters  of 
die  matnal^  ai&ction  and  confidence  on 
which  the  glory  and,  safety  of  the  Briti^ 
empire  def>end. 

After  this  letter,  the  question  is  no  more 
on  propriety  or  dignity,  lliey-  are  gone 
already.  The  fhith  of  your  sovereign  h 
pledged  lor  the  political  principle.  The 
general  declaration  m  the  letter  goes  to 
the  whole  of  it.  You  must  therefore 
either  abandon  the  scheme  of  taxing ;  or 
you  must  send  the  mintBters  tarred  and 
feathered  to  America,  who  dared  to  hold 
out  the  royal  ftuth  for  a  renunciation  of  alt 
taxes  for  revenue.  Them  you  most  pu- 
nish, or  this  faith  ^ou  must  preserve.  Th^ 
preservation  of  this  &ith  is  of  more  conse- 
quence than  the  duties  on  red  lead,  or 
white  lead,  or  on  broken  glass,  or  atlas  or- 
dinary, or  demi-fiae,  or  Uue-royal)  or  baB.- 
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tard,  or  fbol's-cap,  which  you havegtven 
up ;  or  the  three-pence  on  tea  which  you 
retained.  The  letter  went  •tampt  with  the 
public  authority  of  this  kingdom.  The 
instructions  for  the  colony  government  go 
under  no  other  sanction;  and  America 
cannot  believe^  and  will  not  obey  you,  if 
you  do  not  preserve  this  channel  of  com- 
munication sacred.  You  are  now  punish- 
ing the  colonies  for  acting  on  distinctions,' 
hdd  out  by  that  very  ministry  which  is 
here  shlninff  in  ricl!es»  in  favour^  and  in 
power ;  and  urging  the  punishment  of  the 
very  offence,  to  which  they  had  themselves 
been  the  tempters. 

Sir,  if  reasons  respecting  simply  your 
own  commerce,  which  is  your  own  con- 
venience, were  the  sole  grounds  of  the  re- 
peal of  the  five  duties ;  why  does  lord 
Hillsborough,  in  disclaiming  m  the  name 
of  the  King  and  ministry  their  ever  having 
had  an  intent  to  tax  for  revenue,  mention 
it  as  the  means  *^  of  re-establishing  the 
confidence  and  affection  of  the  colonies  ?" 
Is  it  a  way  of  soothing  others,  to  assure 
them  that  you  will  take  good  care  of  your- 
self? The  medium,  the  only  medium,  for 
regaining  their  affection  and  confidence  is, 
that  you  will  take  off  something  oppressive 
to  their  minds.  Sir,  the  letter  strongly 
enforces  that  idea ;  for  though  the  repeal 
of  the  taxes  is  promised  on  commercial 
principles,  yet  the  means  of  counteracting 
**  the  insinuations  of  men  witl^  factious 
and  seditious  views,"  is  Iw  a  disclaimer  of 
the  intention  of  taxing  for  revenue,  as  a 
constant  invariable  sentiment  and  rule  of 
conduct  in  the  government  of  America. 

I  remember  that  the  noble  lord  on  the 
floor,  not  in  a  former  debate  to  be  sure  (it 
would  be  disorderly  to  refer  to  it,  I  sup- 
pose I  read  it  somewhere,)  but  the  noble 
lord  was  pleased  to  say,  that  he  did  not 
conceive  how  it  could  enter  into  the  head 
of  man  to  impose  such  taxes  as  those  of 
1767;  I  mean  those  taxes  which  he  voted 
for  imposing,  and  voted  for  repealing ;  as 
being  taxes,  contrary  to  all  the  principles 
of  commerce,  laid  on  British  manufac- 
tures. 

I  dare  say  the  noble  lord  is  perfectly 
well  read,  because  the  duty  of  liis  particu- 
lar office  requires  he  should  be  so,  in  ail 
our  revenue  laws ;  and  in  the  policy  which 
is  to  be  collected  out  of  them.  Now,  Sir, 
when  he  had  read  this  Act  of  American 
revenue,  and  a  little  recovered  from  his 
astonishment,  I  suppose  he  made  one  step 
retrograde  (it  is  but-  one)  and  looked  at 
Ihe  AQt|  whiob  stands  just  before  in  the 
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statute    book.    The   American  Reveooe 
Act  is  the  forty-fifth  chapter ;  the  odie 
to  which  I  refer  is  the  forty-fourth  of  tlk 
same  session.    These  two  Acts  are  bou 
to  the  same  purpose ;  both  revenue  Acu 
both  taxing  out  of  the  kingdom ;  aodboi 
taxing  British  manufactures  exported,  ii 
the  45th  is  an  Act  for  raising  a  revenue  is 
America,  the  44th  b  an  Act  for  raising: 
revenue  in  the  Isle  of  Man.    The  two  Acti 
perfectly  agree  in  all  respects,  except  oot 
In  the  Act  for  taxing  the  Isle  of  Mao,  tb; 
noble  lord  will  find  ( not,  as  in  the  Aire- 
rican  Act,  four  or  five  articles)  but  aims. 
the  whole  body  of  British  manufaciuRi 
taxed  from  two  and  a  half  to  fifteen  pc 
cent,  and  some  articles,  such  aa  that  ^ 
spirits,  a  great  deal  higher.    You  didajt 
tnink  it  uncommercial  to  tax  the  vboie 
mass  of  your  manufactures,  and,  let  m 
add,  your  agriculture  too ;  for,  1  do*  rt- 
collect,  British  corn  is  there  also  taxed  ^ 
to  ten  per  cent,  and  this  too  in  the  trt 
head-  quarters,  the  very  citadel  of  sot^- 
gling,  the    Isle  of   Man.    Now  will  ii 
noble  lord  condescend  to  tellmewbjb 
repealed  the  taxes  on  your  manufactaru 
sent  out  to  America,  and  not  the  taxes  £ 
the  manufactures  exported  to  tfael$ie(!< 
Man  ?  The  principle  was  exactly  the  taiBt, 
the  objects    charged  infinitely  more  ex- 
tensive, the  duties    without   compirffC|: 
higher.    Why?    why,  notwithstaodirgi' 
his  childish    pretexU,  because  the  uxe> 
were  quietly  submitted  to  in  the  lile  ;• 
Man ;  and  because  they  raised  a  flaineiii 
America.    Your    reasons  were  poliot^i 
not  commercial.    The  repeal  was  o«^i 
as  lord    Hillsborough's    letter  well  tv 
presses  it,  to  regain  «« the  confidence »» 
affection    of  the  colonies,  on  which  tbi 
glorv  and  safety  of  the  British  ernpire  de; 
pend."    A  wise  and  just  motive  surely,  *', 
ever  there  was  such.    But  tlie  mistio^ 
and  dishonour  is,  that  you  have  not  dooe 
what  you  had  given  the  colonies  just  csurf 
to  expect,  when  your  ministers  disclaink^l 
the  idea  of  taxes  for  a  revenue.    There  s 
nothing  simple,  nothing   manly,  nothi&c 
ingenuous,  open,  decisive,  or  steady.  *J 
the  proceeding,  with  regard  either  to  iw 
continuance  or  the  repeal  of  the  la^^ 
The    whole    has  an  air  of  littJenes  v^ 
fraud.     The  article  of  tea  is  slurred  ostj 
in  the  Circular  Letter,  as  it  were  bj  •ce- 
dent—nothing    is    said    of  a  rcsoluuca 
cither  to  keep  that  tax,  or  to  gi^e  it  op- 
There  is  no  fair  dealing  in  any  part  ol  ^ 
transaction. 
If  you  mean  to  follow  your  true  tnm 
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and  your  public  faith^  giye  up  your  tax  on 
tea  N>r.rairing  a  reveoue,  the  principle  of 
which  has,  in  effect^  been  disdainied  in 
your  name ;  and  which  produces  you  no 
advantage ;  no,  not  a  penny.  Or,  if  you 
choose  to  go  on  with  a  poor  pretence  in- 
atead  of  a  solid  reason,  and  will  still  ad* 
here  to  your  cant  of  commerce,  you  have 
ten  thousand  times  more  strong  commer- 
cial reasons  for  giving  i|p  this  duty  on  tea, 
than  for  abandoning  the  five  others  that 
you  hsve  already  renounced. 

The  American  consumption 'of  teas,  is 
annually,  I  believe,  worth  SOOfiOOL  at  the 
least  farthing.  If  you  urge  the  American 
▼iolence  as  a  justification  of  your  perse^ 
▼erance  in  enforcing  this  tax,  you  know 
that  you  can  never  answer  this  plain  ques- 
tion—-Why  did  you  repeal  the  others 
given  in  the  same  Act^  whilst  the  very  same 
▼iolence  subsisted  ? — But  you  did  not  find 
the  violence  cease  upon  that  concession. 
—No!  because  the  concession  was  far 
abort  of  satisfying  the  principle  which  lord 
Hillsborough  hA  abjured;  or  even  the. 
pretence  on  which  the  repeal  of  the  other 
taxes  was  announced:  |ind  because,  by 
enabling  the  East  India  Company  to  open 
a  shop  for  defeating  the  American  resolu« 
tion  not  to  pay  that  specific  tax,  you  ma- 
nifestly shewed  a  hanxering  after  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  Act  which  yoi|  formerly  had 
renounced.  Whatever  road  jou  take 
leads  to  a  compliance  with  this  motion. 
•  It  opens  to  you  at  the  end  of  every  visto. 
Your  Commerce,  your  policy,  your  pro- 
■aises,  your  reasons,  your  pretences,  your 
consistency, your  inconsistency—all  jomily 
oblige  you  to  this  repeal. 

But  still  it  sticks  in  our  throats,  if  we  go 
§o  far,  the  Americans  will  go  fiirther. — 
We  do  not  know  that.  We  ought,  fttKn 
experience,  rather  to  .presume  the  con- 
traiy.  Do  we  not  know  for  certain,  that 
the  Americans  are  going  on  as  fast  as  pos- 
a&le,  whilst  we  refuse  to  gratify  them? 
Can  they  do  more,  or  can  they  do  worse, 
if  we  yield  this  point?  I  think  this  con- 
cession will  ratner  fix  a 'turnpike  to  pre- 
vent their  further  progress.  It  is  impossfr- 
Ue  to  answer  for  Dodies  df  men.  But  I 
am  sure  the  natural  effect  of  fidelity,  cle^ 
SMttcy,  kindness  in  governors,  is  peace, 
good-wil],  order,  and  esteem,  on  the  part 
of  the  governed,  I  would  certainly,  at 
least,  give  these  fahr  principles  a  fair  trial ; 
which,  since  the  making  of  this  Act  to  this 
homr,  they  never  have  had. 

Sir,  m  hoB^  gentleman  having  spoken 
kft  he  liMoght  aeoessary  iwoii  the  aar- 
tVOUXVIl.] 


row  part  of  the  subject,  I  have  given  him, 
I  hope,  'a  satisfactory  answer.  He  next 
presses  me^  by  a  variety  of  direct  chal« 
lenges  and  oblique  reflexions  to  say  some* 
thing  on  the  historical  part.  I  shall  there* 
fore.  Sir,  open  myself  rully  on  that  impor* 
tant  and  delicate  subject ;  not  for  the  sake 
of  telling  you  a  long  story  (  which,  I  know, 
Mr.  Speaxer,  you  are  not  particularly  fond 
of),  but  for  the  sake  of  the  weighty  in« 
struction  that,  I  flatter  myself,  wiU  neces- 
sarily result  from  it.  It  shall  not  be 
longer,  if  I  can  help  it,  than  so  serious  a 
matter  requires. 

Permit  me  then,  Sir,  to  lead  your  atten-' 
tion  very  far  back ;  back  to  the  Act  of 
Navi^tion ;  the  corner-stone  of  the  policy 
of  this  country  with  regard  to  its  colonies* 
Sir,  that  policy  was,  from  the  beginning, 
purely  commercial ;  and  the  commercial, 
system  was  wholly  restrictive.  It  was  the 
system  of  a  monopoly.  No  trade  was  let 
loose  from  that  constraint,  but  merely  to 
enable  the  colonists  to  dispose  of  what,  in 
the  course  of  your  trade,  you  could  not 
take ;  or  to  enable  them  to  dispose  of  such 
articles  as  we  forced  upon  them,  and  for 
which,  without  some  degree  of  liberty, 
they  could  not  pay.  Hence  all  your  spe« 
cifie  and  detailed  enumerations :  hence  the 
innumerable  checks  and  counter-checks  t 
hence  that  infinitevariety  of  paper  chains  by 
which  you  bind  together  this  complicated 
system  of  the  colonies.  Hiis  principle  of 
commerdal  monopoly  runs  through  no 
kfls  than  89  acts  cf  parliament,  firom  the 
year  16^  to  the  unfortunate  period  of 
1764. 

In  all  those  Ads  the  system  of  com- 
merce is  established,  as  that,  from  whence 
alone  yon  proposed  to  make  the  colonies 
contrmute  II  mean  direcOy  and  by  the 
operation  or  your  superintending  legisla- 
tive power)  to  the  ttreneth  of  the  empire. 
I  venture  to'say,  that  during  that  wnole 
period,  a  parliamentarf  revenue  from 
thence  was  never  once  in  contemplation. 
Accordingly  in  all  tlie  number  of  lawa 
pMsed  with  regard  to  the  plaotattons,  the 
Words  which  distinguish  revenue  laws, 
specifically  as  such,  were,  I  think,  preme* 
dkately  avoided.  I  do  not  say.  Sir,  that 
a  form  of  words  alters  the  nature  of  the 
law,  or  abridges  the  power  of  the  lawgiver. 
It  certainly  does  not.  However,  titles 
and  formal  preambles  are  not  always  idle 
words  ;  and  the  lawyers  frequently  argue 
iVt>m  them.  I  state  these  facts  to  shew, 
not  what  was  your  ririit,  but  what 
has  been  year  setded  pdicy.    Our  ra^ 
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venae  laws  htve  usually  a  title,  purporting 
their  being  grants,  and  the  words  *  giye  and 
grant'  usually  precede  the  enacting  parta. 
Although  duties  were  imposed  on  Ame- 
rica in  Acte  of  king  Charles  the  2nd,  and 
in  Acts  of  king  William,  no  one  title  of 
giving  **  an  aid  to  his  majesty,''  or  any 
other  of  the  usual  titles  to  revenue  acts, 
was  to  be  found  in  any  of  them  till  1764 ; 
nor  were  the  words  *  give  and  grant'  in 
any  preamble  until  the  6th  of  George  the 
2nd.  However,  the  title  of  this  Act  of 
peorge  the  2nd,  notwithstanding  the 
words  of  donation,  considers  it  merely  aa 
a  regulation  of  trade,  **  An  Act  for  the 
better  securing  of  the  trade  of  his  majes- 
ty's sugar  colonies  in  America."  This 
Act  was  made  on  a  compromise  of  all,  and 
at  the  express  desire  of  a  part  of  the  colo- 
nies themselves.  It  was  therefore  in  some 
measure  with  their  consent;  and  having  a 
title  directly  purporting  only  a  commercial 
regulation,  and  being  in  truth  nothing 
more,,  the  words  were  passed  by,  at  a  time 
when  no  jealousy  was  entertained,  and 
things  were  little  scrutinized..  Even  go- 
vernor Bernard,  in  his  second  printed  let- 
ter, dated  in  1763,  gives  it  as  his  opinion, 
that  "  it  was  an  act  of  prohibition,  not  of 
revenue."  This  is  certainly  true ;  that  no 
act  ayowedly  for  the  purpose  of  revenue, 
and  with  the  ordinary  title  and  recital 
token  together,  is  found  in  the  sUtute  book 
until  the  year  I  have  mentioned ;  that  is 
the  vear  1764.  All  before  this  period 
stood  on  commercial  regulation  and  re- 
straint. The  scheme  of  a  colony  revenue 
by  British  authority  appeared  therefore  to 
the  Americans  in  the  light  of  a  great  in- 
novation; the  words  of  governor  Ber- 
nard's ninth  letter,  written  in  November, 
1765,  state  this  idea  very  strongly ;  •*  it 
must,"  says  he,  «<  have  been  suppoaed, 
such  an  innovation  as  a  parliamentary  tax- 
ation, would  cause  a  great  alarm,  and  meet 
with  much  opposition  in  most  parts  of 
America ;  it  was  ouite  new  to  the  people, 
and  had  no  visible  bounds  set  to  it." 
After  stating  the  weakness  of  government 
there,  he  says,  **  was  this  a  time  to  intro- 
duce so  great  a  novelty  as  a  pariiamentory 
inland  taxation  in  America?"  Whatever 
the  rt^ht  might  have  been,  this  mdde  of 
using  It  was  absolutely  new  in  policy  and 
practice. 

Sir,  they  who  are  friends  to  the  ichemet 
of  American  revenue  say,  that  the  com- 
mercial restraint  is  ftiU  aa  hard  a  law  for 
America  to  live  under.  I  think  so  too.  I 
tbink  it,  if.uncompenaated^  to  be  a  condi- 


tion of  aarigorouaservitude  asmencsibe 
subject  to.  But  America  bote  it  from  the 
fundamental  act  of  navigation  until  176i- 
Why  ?  Because  men  do  bear  the  inevi- 
table constitution  of  their  original  nttore 
with  all  its  infirmities.  The  act  of  nifi- 
gation  attended  the  colonies  from  their  in- 
™^y»  grew  with  their  growth,  aihi 
strengthened  with  their  strengtL  Thcj 
were  confirmed  in  obedience  to  it,  eveo 
more  by  usage  than  by  law.  The?  scanx- 
ly  bad  remembered  a  time  when  they  veie 
not  subject  to  such  restraint.  Betides, 
they  were  indemnified  for  it  by  apecuniirjr 
compensation.  Their  monop(Mist  ba^ 
pened  to  be  one  of  the  richest  men  in  tbe 
world.  By  his  immense  capital  (primarily 
employed,  not  for  their  benefit  bat  faa 
own),  they  were  enabled  to  proceed  with 
their  fisheries,  their  agriculture,  tbdr 
ship4>uilding  (and  their  trade  too  within 
the  limits),  in  such  a  manner  as|Ot&r 
the  start  of  the  slow  languid  operations  of 
unassisted  nature.  This  capital  wss  a  hot- 
bed to  them.  Nothing  in  the  hiatoiy  d 
mankind  is  like  their  progress.  For  nj 
part,  I  never  cast  an  eye  on  their  floorah- 
mg  commerce,  and  their  cultivated  and 
commodious  life,  but  they  seem  to  men- 
ther  ancient  nations  grown  to  perfectiM 
through  « lonff  series  of  fortunate  ereolfi 
and  a  train  of  successful  industij,  aces- 
mulating  wealth  in  many  centuries,  tian 
the  coloniea  of  yesterday ;  than  a  set  o^ 
miserable  out-casts,  a  few  years  ago,  not 
so  mudi  sent  as  thrown  ou^  on  tbe  bietl^ 
and  barren  shore  of  a  desolate  wtMbnoi 
tliree  thousand  mfles  from  all  civiliaediih 
tercourse. 

All  this^wasdoneby  England,  wbilatfiag- 
hind  I  pursued  trade,  and  foigot  revenoe* 
You  not  only  acquired  commerce,  but  job 
actually  created  tbe  very  objecti  of  tnde 
in  America;  and  by  that  creation  jm 
raised  the  trade  of  this  kingdom  at  lent 
four-feld.  America  had  the  oonipenia< 
tion  of  your  capital,  which  made  her  bear 
her  servitude.  She  had  another  compen- 
sation, which  you  are  now  going  to  take 
away  from  her.  She  had,  except  the  con" 
mereial  restraint,  every  duiracteristic  niark 
of  a  free  people  in  all  her  ioteroalcop* 
cema.  She  had  the  ioMge  of  the  Biw 
constitution.  She  had  the  substance.  Su 
was  taxed  by  her  own  repffB8eatsiiv» 
Sh6  chose  most  of  her  own  nucirtnl^ 
She  paid  them  all.  Sie  had  in  9kd  the 
sole  oispoaal  of  her  own  intenial  gover^ 
mebU  This  whole  atate  of  conmeratt 
servitude  «nd  ctril  VbtnjpUkmtsfO^f 
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is  certainly  not  perfect  freedom ;  but  com- 
paring it  with  ttie  ordinary  circumstancefl 
of  huoiSD  nature^  it  was  a  happy  and  a 
liberal  condition. 

I  know,  Sir,  that  great  and  not  unsiio- 
cessful  pains  have  been  taken  to  inflame 
our  minds  by  an  out*cry,  in  this  House 
and  out  of  it,  that  in  America  the  aiat  of 
navigation  neither  is,  or  ever  was,  obeyed. 
I3ut  if  you  take  the  colonies  through,  I 
affirm,  that  its  authority  never  was  dis- 
puted ;  that  it  was  no  wnere  disputed  for 
any  length  of  time ;  and  on  the  wholes 
that  it  was  well  observed.    Wherever  the 
act  pressed  hard,  many  individuals  indeed 
evade4  it.    This  b  nothing.    These  scat* 
tered  individuals  never  denied  the  law, 
and  never  obeyed  it.    Just  as  it  happens 
-whenever  the  laws  of  trade,  whenever  the 
laws  of  revenue,  press  hard  upon  the  peo- 
ple in  England;  in  that  case  all  your 
shores  are  full  of  contraband.    Your  right 
to  give  a  monopoly  to  the  East  India 
Company,    your    right  to  lay  immense 
duties  on  French  brandy,  are  not  disputed 
in  England.   You  do  not  m^e  this  cnarge 
on  any  man.    But  you  know  that  there  is 
not  a  creek  from  Pentland  Frith  to  the 
Isle  of  Wight,  in  which  they  do  hot  smug- 
gle immense  quantities  of  teas.  East  India 
goods,  and  brandies.  I  take  it  for  granted, 
that  the  authority  of  gove^or  Bernard  in 
this  point  is  indisputable.     Speaking  of 
these  laws,  as  they  regarded  that  part  of 
America  pow  in  so  unhappy  a  condition, 
he  says,  <<  I  believe  they  are  no  where 
better  supported  than  in  this  province ;  I 
do  not  pretend  that  it  is  entire!  v  free  from 
a  breacn  of  these  laws;  but  that  such  a 
breach,  if  discovered,  is  justly  punished." 
What  more  can  you  say  of  the  obedience 
to  any  laws  in  any  country  ?    An  obedi- 
ence to  these  laws  formed  the  acknow- 
ledgment, instituted  by  yourselves,    for 
your  superiority;  and  was  the  payment 
you  originally  imposed  for  vour  protection. 
Whether  you  were  right  or  wrong  in 
establishing  the  colonies  on  the  prinoiples 
of  commercial  monopoly,  rather-than  on 
that  (rf*  revenue,  is  at  this  day  a  problem 
of  mere  speculation.    You  cannot  have 
both  by  the  same  authority.    To  join  to- 
gether the  restraints  of  an  universal  inter- 
nal and  external  monopoly,  with  an  uni- 
versal mtemal  and  external  taxation,  is 
an  ttnoatural  union;  perfect  uncompen- 
sated slavery.    You  have  long  since  de- 
cided for  yourself  and  them ;  and  you  and 
they  have  prospered  oKoeedingly  uadei 
Ibat  dechiQi* 


This  nation,  Sir,  never  thought  of  de- 
parting from  that  dioice  until  the  period 
immediately  on  the  close  of  the  last  war. 
Then  a  sdieme  of  government  new  in 
many  thines  seemed  to  have  been  adopted.  ' 
I  saw,  or  thought  I  saw,  several  symptoms 
of  a  great  change,  whilst  I  sat  in  your 
gallery,  a  good  while  before  I  had  the 
m>nour  of  a.  seat  in  this  House.  At  that 
period  the  necessity  was  established  of 
keeping  up  no  less  than  twenty  new  regi- 
ments, with  twenty  colonels  capable  of 
seats  in  this  House.  This  scheme  was 
adopted  with  very  general  applause  from 
all  sides,  at  the  very  time  tnat,  by  your 
conquests  in  America,  your  danger  from 
foreign  attempts  in  that  part  of  the  world 
was  much  lessened,  or  indeed  rather  quite 
over.  When  this  huge  encrease  of  mili- 
tary establishment  was  resolved  on,  a  re- 
venue was  to  be  found  to  support  so  great 
a  burthen.  Country  gentlemen,  the  great 
patrons  of  ceconomy,  and  the  great  re- 
sisters  of  a  standing  armed  force,  would 
not  have  entered  with  much  alacrity  into 
the  vote  for  so  large  and  so  expensive  an 
army,  if  they  had  been  very  sure  that 
they  were  to  contmue  to  pay  for  it.  But 
hopes  of  another  kind  were  held  out  to 
them ;  and  in  particular,  I  well  remember,, 
that  Mr.Townshend,in  abrilliant  harangue 
on  this  subject,  did  dazzle  them,  by  play-^ 
ing  before  their  eyes  the  image  of  a  reve- 
nue to  be  raised  in  America. 

Here  began  to  dawn  the  first  glimmer- 
ings of  this  new  colony  system.  It  ap^ 
peered  more  distinctly  afterwards,  when 
it  was  devolved  upon  a  person  to  whom, 
on  other  accounts,  this  country  owes  very 
great  obligations.  I  do  believe,  that  he 
had  a  very. serious  desire  to  benefit  the 
public.  But  with  no  small  study  of  the 
detail,  he  did  not  seem  to  have  his  view, 
at  least  eoually,  carried  to  the  total  circuit 
of  our  amtirs.  He  generally  considered  ^^ 
his  objects  in  lights,  that  were  rather  too  ^JF 
detached.  Whether  the  business  of  an 
American  revenue  was  imposed  upon  him 
altogether ;  whether  it  was  entirely  the  re- 
sult of  his  own  speculation ;  or,  what  is 
more  probable,  that  his  own  ideas  rather 
coincided  with  the  instructions  he  had 
received ;  certain  it  is,  that,  with  the  best 
intentions  in  the  world,  he  first  brought 
this  £a£al  scheme  into  form,  and  established 
it  by  act  of  parliament. 

No  man  can  believe,  that  at  this  time  of 
day!  mean  to  lean  on  the  venerable  me- 
mory of  a  great  man,  whose  loss  we  de- 
plpre  i«  ^auB90«    Our  little  party«diffi>- 
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rences  have  been  Iod^  aco  oonpoted ;  and 
I  have  acted  more  with  nini)  and  certainly 
with  more  pleasure  with  kim^  than  ever  I 
acted  against  him.  Uadoubtedl^  Mr. 
Grenville  was  a  first-rate  figure  m  thk 
country.  With  a  maseuline  understand- 
ing, and  a  stout  and  resolute  heart,  he 
had  an  application  undissipated  and  un* 
wearied.  He  took  public  business^  not  as 
^  a  duty  which  he  was  to  fulfil,  but  as  a 
pleasure  he  was  to  enjoy ;  and  he  seemed 
So  have  no  delight  out  of  this  House,  ex- 
cept in  such  thmgs  as  some  way  related  to 
the  business  that  was  to  be  done  within  it* 

If  he  was  ambitious,  I  will  say  this  for 
him,  his  ambition  was  of  a  noble  and  ge» 
nerous  strain.  It  was  to  raise  himself,  not 
by  the  low  pimpmg  politics  of  a  court, 
but  to  win  his  way  to  power,  through  the 
laborious  gradations  or  public  service ;  and 
to  Secure  to  himself  a  well-earned  rank  in 
parliament,  by  a  thorough  knowledge  of 
Its  constitution,  and  a  perfect  practice  itf 
all  its  business. 

Sir,  if  such  a  man  fell  into  errors,  it 
must  be  from  defects  not  intrinsical ;  they 
must  be  rather  sought  in  the  particukr 
habits  of  his  life;  which,  though  they  do 
not  alter  the  ground-work  of  character, 
yet  tinge  it  with  their  own  hue.  He  was 
bred  in  a  orofession.  He  was  bred  to  the 
law,  whicii  is,  in  my  opinion,  one  of  the 
first  and  noblest  of  human  sciences;  a 
science  which  does  more  to  quicken  and 
invigorate  the  understanding,  than  all  the 
ether  kinds  of  learning  put  together;  but 
it  is  not  apt,  except  in  persons  very  hap- 
pily bom,  to  open  and  to  liberalize  the 
mind  exactly  m  the  same  proporti<Hi. 
Fsssing  firom  that  study  he  did  not  go 
very  lareely  into  the  world;  but  plunged 
into  business;  I  mean  into  the  business  of 
ofltee ;  and  the  limited  and  fixed  methods 
and  forms  established  there.  Much  Imow- 
ledge  is  to  be  had  undoubtedly  in  that 
Une;  and  there  is  na  knowledge  which  is 
not  valuable.  But  it  may  be  truly  said, 
that  men  too  much  conversant  in  office, 
are  rarely  minds  of  remarkable  enlarge- 
ment. Their  habits  of  office  are  apt  to 
ghre  them  a  turn  to  think  the  substance 
of  business  not  to  be  much  more  important 
than  the  forms,  in  which  it  is  conducted. 
Tliese  forms  are  adapted  to  ordinary  oc- 
easioos;  and  therefore  persons  who  are 
{nurtured  in  office  do  aamirably  well,  as 
long  OS  things  go  on  in  their  cqmmon 
mrder ;  hut  when  the  high  roads  are  broken 
up,  and  the  waters  out,  when  a  new  and 
troubled  scene  is  opened,  and  the  file  af- 


fords no  precedent,  then  it  is  thatu  \_ 
knowledge  of  mankind,  and  a  &r 
extensive  comprehension  of  things,  is  re* 
auisite  than  ever  office  gave,  or  than  o£> 
nee  can  ever  give.  Mr.  Grenville  thought 
better  of  the  wisdom  and  power  of  humaa 
legislation  than  in  truth  it  deservaa.  He 
conceived,  and  many  conceived  along  with 
him,  that  the  flourishing  trade  of  this 
country  was  greatly  owing  to  law  and  in- 
stitution, and  not  quite  so  much  to  liberty ; 
^  bat  too  many  are  apt  to  believe  regu- 
lation to  be  commerce,  and  taxea  to  be 
revenue.  Among  regulations,  that  which 
stood  first  in  reputation  was  bis  id4iL  I 
mean  the^  Act  of  Navigation.  He  has 
often  professed  it  to  be  so.  The  policy 
of  that  act  is,  I  readily  admit,  in  many 
respects  well  understood.  But  I  do  say, 
that  if  the  act  be  suffisred  to  ma  the  fdH 
length  of  its  principle,  and  m  not  cbaaged 
and  modified  according  to  the  change  of 
times  and  the  fluctuation  of  ctrcumstaooes, 
it  must  do  great  mischief,  and  fiequendy 
even  defeat  its  own  purpose. 

After  the  wan  And  in  the  laaS  yean  of 
it,  the  trade  of  America  had  encreaaed  ht 
beyond  the  speculations  of  the  aaaat  san- 
guine imagination.  It  swelled  out  on  everp 
side.  It  filled  all  iu  proper  channels  te 
the  brim.  It  over-flowea  with  a  rich  re- 
dundance, and  breaking  iU  banka  on  the 
right  and  on  the  Idt,  it  spread  oat  upon 
some  pbuies  where  it  was  indeed  iuBproper, 
upon  others  where  it  was  oaly  iiragnlsr. 
It  is  the  nature  of  all  grMtnaes  noC  to  be 
exact ;  and  great  trade  will  always  be  au 
tended  with  consulerable  ahnsea.  The 
contraband  will  always  keep  pace  in  some 
measure  with  the  fiur  trade.  It  abooU 
stand  as  a  fundamental  maxkn,  that  no  vuU 
garprecaution  ought  to  beemploy^adin  the 
cure  of  evils,  which  are  doeel  j 
with  the  cause  of  our  proraerity. 
this  great  person  turned  his  eye  i 
less  than  was  just,  towards  tlie  i 
increase  of  the  fiur  trade;  aadlooked  with 
something  of  too  exipiisite  a  jaalouay  to- 
wards the  contrab 
a  singular  degree 
ject;  and  even  began  t 
sion  earlier  than  is  a 
For  whilst  he  was  first  kwd  of  the  Adoii* 
ralty,  though  not  strictly  called  upon  in 
his<^cial  Hne,  he  presented  a  very  atreag 
memorial  to  the  lorda  6i  the  TVeasaryt 
(my  lord  Bute  was  Aen  at  the  head  of  the 
bo«rd)  heavily  complaining  of  tibe  growth 
of  the  illicit  commerce  ia  America.  Some 
mischief  happened  even  at  that  timo  fiwaa 


and.  He  certanily  Ms 
of  anxie^  on  the  adb* 
^  to  aetnaoB  that  pas* 
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abh  over-earnest  seid.  Much  greater  hap* 
peoed  afterwards  ^hen  it  operated  with 
greater  power  in  the  highest  department 
of  the  finances.  The  honds  of  tne  act  of 
navigation  were  straitened  so  much,  that 
America  was  on  the  point  of  having  no 
trade,  either  contraband  or  legitimate. 
They  found,  under  the  construction  and 
execution  then  nsed*  the  act  no  longer 
tying  but  actually  strangling  them*  All 
this  coming  with  new  enumeratioiM  of 
commodities ;  with  regulations  which  in  a 
manner  put  a  stop  to  the  mutual  coasting 
intercourse  of  the  colonies ;  with  the  ap« 
point  ment  of  courts  of  admiralty  under  va» 
rious  improper  circumstances;  withasud* 
den  extinction  of  the  paper  currencies; 
with  a  compulsory  provision  for  the  quar* 
tering  of  soldiers-;  the  people  of  America 
thought  themselves  proceeded  against  as 
delinquents,  or  at  best  as  peopfe  under 
suspicion  of  delinquency ;  and  in  such  a 
manner,  as  they  imagined,  their  recent 
services  in  the  war  did  not  at  all  merit* 
Any  of  these  innumersible  regulatJonlb» 
perhaps,  would  not  have  alarmed  alone; 
name  ni^t  be  thought  reasonable;  the 
multitude  struck  them  with  terror. 

But  the  grand  manoeuvre  in  that  busi» 
neas  (^  new  regulattng  the  colonies,  was 
tbe  15th  act  of  the  fourth  of  George  S; 
which,  besides  containing  several  of  the 
matters  to  which  I  have  just  alluded, 
opened  a  new  principle :  and  here  properly 
be^an  the  second  period  of  the  pdicv  of 
this  country  with  regard  to  the  colonies ; 
by  which  the  scheme  of  a  regular  phmta- 
tion  parliamentary  revenue  was  adopted 
in  theory,  and  settled  in  practice*  A  re- 
venue not  substituted  in  the  place  of,  but 
luperadded  to,  a  monopoly ;  which  mono- 
poly was  enforced  at  the  same  time  with 
additional  strictness,  and  the  execution  pot 
into  military  hands. 

This  act.  Sir,  had  for  tlie  first  thne  the 
itle  of  *<  granting  duties  in  the  colonies 
und  plantations  of  America  f*  and  for  the 
irat  tiase  it  was  asserted  in  the  preamble, 
«  that  it  was  just  and  necessary  that  a  re* 
renue  should  be  raised  there.*'  Jlwn 
:ame  the  technical  words  of  ^*  giving  and 
granting ;"  and  thus  a  complete  American 
•ewecae-  act  was  made  in  all  the  fbrms,  and 
rith  a  ftill  avowal  of  tbe  riffht,  equity,  ^^ 
icjr,  and  even  necessity  of  taxing  the  ^eo- 
oniea,  without  any  formal  consent  of 
heirs.  There  are  contained  also  in  tbe 
preamble  to  that  act  these  very  remarka- 
ble words-«4he  Commons,  dtc« — ^  being 
Laairotts  lo  malm  sene  provision  in  tbe 


present  session  of  partianient  towards  rais« 
mg  the  said  revenue."  By  these  words  it 
appeared  to  the  colonies,  that  this  act  was 
but  a  beginning  of  sorrows ;  that  every 
session  was  to  produce  something  of  the 
same  kind ;  that  we  were  to  go  on  from 
day  to  day,  in  diarging  them  with  such 
taxes  as  we  pleased,  for  such  a  miliury 
force  as  we  should  think  proper.  Had 
this  plan  been  pursued,  it  was  evident  that 
the  provincial  assemldies,  in  which  the  Ame- 
ricans felt  all  their  portion  of  importance^ 
and  beheld  their  sole  image  of  freedom, 
were  iptojado  annihilated.  This  ill  pros- 
pect before  them  seemed  to  be  boundless  in 
extent,  and  endless  m  duration.  Sir,  Uiey 
were  not  mistaken;  The  ministry  valued 
themselves  when  this  act  passed,  and  when 
they  gave  notice  of  the  Stamp  Act,  that 
both  of  the  duties  came  very  ^ort  of  their 
ideas  of  American  taxation.  Great  was 
the  applause  of  this  measure  here.  In 
England  we  cried  out  for  new  taxes  on 
America,  whilst  they  cried  qut  that  they 
were  nearly  crushed  with  those  which  the 
war  and  their  own  grants  had  brought 
upon  them. 

fiSr,  it  has  been  said  in  the  debate,  that 
when  the  first  American  revenue  act  (the 
act  in  1764,  impoung  the  port  duties) 
passed,  the  Americans  did  not  object  to 
the  principle.  It  is  true  they  touched  it 
but  verytenderly.  It  was  not  a  direct  at^ 
tack.  They  were,  it  is  true/  as  yet  na> 
vices ;  as  yet  unaccustomed  to  direcit  at* 
tacks  upon  any  of  the  rights  of  parliamentt 
The  duties  were  port  duties,  Hke  those  they 
had  been  accustomed  to  bear ;  with  this 
diflbrence,  that  the  title  was  not  the  same, 
the  preamble  not  the  same,  and  the  spirit 
altogether  unlike.  But  of  what  service  ia 
this  obserration  to  the  cause  of  those  that 
make  M  It  is  a  full  refuution  of  the  pro* 
tence  for  their  present  cruelty  to  Ameri« 
ca;  for  it  shews,  out  of  their  own  mouths, 
that  our  colonies  were  backward  to  enter 
into  the  present  vexatious  and  ruinous 
oontroveiay. 

There  is  also  another  cirenlation  Aroad, 
f  spread  with  a  ossiignant  intentioo,  whieh 
I  cannot  attribute  to  those  who  say  the 
same  thing  in  this  House)  that  Mr.  Gren« 
vilie  gave  the  colony  agents  an  option  for 
their  assemMies  to  tax  themselves,  which 
they  had  refused.  I  find  that  much  strese 
is  lakl  on  this,  as  a  fhct.  However,  it  hap* 
pens  neither  to  be  true  nor  possibleu  I 
will  observe  first,  that  Mr.  Grenville  never 
thought  fit  to  make  this  apology  for  hini« 
sdf  in  tke  innumerable  debates  that  weie 
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had  upon  the  subject.  He  might  have 
proposed  to  the  colony  agents,  tl^at  thej 
should  agree  in  some  mode  of  taxation  as 
the  ground  of  an  act  oi  parliament.  But 
he  never  could  have  proposed  that  thej 
should  tax  themselves  on  requisition, 
wh^ich  is  the  assertion  of  the  day.  Indeed, 
Mr.  Greoville  well  knew,  that  the  colony 
agents  could  have  no  general  powers  to 
.  consent  to  it;  and  they  had  no  time  to 
consult  their  assembliea  for  particular 
powers,  before  he  passed  his  first  revenue 
Act.  If  you  compare  dates,  yon  will  find 
it  impossible.  Burthened  as  the  agents 
knew  the  colonies  were  at  that  time,  they 
cpuld  not  give  the  least  hope  of  sucn 
grants.  His  own  favourite  governor  was 
of  opinion  that  the  Americans  were  not 
then  taxable  objects. 

<<  Nor  was  the  time  less  favourable  to  the 
equity  of  such  a  taxation.  I  don't  mean 
to  dispute  the*  reasonableness  of  America 
contributing  to  the  charges  of  Great  Bri* 
tain  when  she  is  able;  nor,  I  believe, 
would  the  Americans  themselves  have  dis- 
puted it,  at  a  proper  time  and  season. 
But  it  should  be  considered*  that  die 
American  governments  themselves  have, 
in  the  prosecution  of  the  late  war,  ccm- 
tracted  very  large  debts;  which  it  will 
take  some  years  to  pay  ofi^,  and  in  the 
mean  time  occasion,  very  burdensome 
taxes  for  that  purpose  only.  For  instance, 
this  government,  which  is  as  much  before- 
hand as  any,  raises  every  year  S7,5(XM. 
sterling  for  sinking  their  debt,  and  must 
continue  it  for  four  years  longer  at  least 
before  it  will  be  dear.'* 

These  are  the  words  of  governor  Ber- 
nard's Letter  to  a  member  of  the  old  mi- 
nistry, and  which  he  lias  since  printed. 
Mr.  Grenville  could  not  have  made  diis 
proposition  to  the  agents,  for  another  rea- 
son* He  was  of  opinion,  which  he  has  de- 
clared in  this  (louse  a  hundred  times, 
that  the  colonies  could  not  legally  grant 
any  revenue  to  the  crown ;  and  that  in- 
finite mischieft  would  be  the  consequence 
of  sudi  a  power.  When  Mr.  Grenville 
had  passed  the  first  revenue  Act,  and  in 
tfie  same  session  had.  made  this  House 
come  to  a  resdution  for  laying  a  stamp- 
duty  on  America,  between  that  time  and 
the  passing  the  Stamp- Act  bto  a  law,  he 
told  a  considerable  and  most  respectable 
merdiant,  a  member  of  this  House,  whom 
I  am  truly  sorry  I  do  not  now  see  in  his 
plaee,  when  he  represented  against  this 
proceeding,  that  if  the  stanm^uty  was 
olsUked;  he  was  willing  to.excmmge  it  for 


any  other  equally  prodacthre;  bntthst'tf 
he  objected  to  the  Americans  being  tucd 
by  parliament,  he  mi^ht  save  hinwelf  the 
trouble  of  the  discussion,  as  he  vat  deter- 
mined on  the  measure.  This  ii  the  Iki. 
and,  if  you  please,  I  will  mention  a  m 
uaquestionable  authority  for  it 

Thus,  Sir,  I  have  disposed  of  tllbfals^ 
hood.  But  falsehood  has  a  pereoniii 
spring.  It  is  said,  that  no  conjecture  cooid 
be  made  of  the  dislike  ofihecdoniatoibe 
prindple.  This  is  as  untrue  as  the  oikr. 
After  the  resdution  of  the  House,  aod  be- 
fore the  passing  of  the  Stamp  Act,  the  cob- 
nies  of  Massachuset's  Bay  and  New  York 
did  send  remonstrances,  objecting  to  thk 
mode  of  parliamentary  taxation.  Whstwa 
the  consequence?  They  were  suppreaed; 
th^  were  put  under  the  td>le ;  notmtb- 
standingan  order  of  coundl  to  the  cog- 
trary,  by  the  ministry  which  compoeed  tk 
very  council  that  had  made  the  orider;  isi 
thus  the  House  proceeded  to  iu  bamm 
of  taxing,  without  the  least  regular  loiov- 
ledbe  of  the  objections  which  were  made 
to  it.  But.  to  give  that  House  ito  doe,  it 
wflis  not  over*desirous  to  receive  infoma- 
tion,  or  to  hear  remonstrance.  On  tie 
15th  of  February,  1765,  whilst  the  Stiop- 
Act  was  under  deliberation,  they  re^G» 
with  scorn  even  so  much  as  to  receive  fiMr 
petitions  presented  from  so  respectabieO' 
lonies  as  Connecticut,  Rhode  Idand,  Mr- 
ginia,  and  Carolina ;  besides  one  froo  tk 
traders  of  Jamaica.  As  to  the  cdooio, 
.they  had  no  alternative  left  to  tbemi  i»t 
to  disdiey ;  or  to  pay  the  taxes  imposed  by 
that  pariiament  which  was  not  8u&red,or 
did  not  suffer  itself,  even  to  hear  than  re* 
monstrate  upon  the  subject. 

This  was  the  state  of  the  cdonieibetbiv 
his  Majesty  thought  fit  to  change  his  oh 
nisters.  It  stan£  upon.no  authoritrjK 
mine.  It  is  proved  by  uncootro?ertilw 
records.  The  hon.  gentleman  has  d^ 
sired  some  of  us  to  lay  our  hands  opos 
our  hearts,  and  answer  to  his  queries  op<* 
the  historicd  part  of  this  coosidecstioB; 
and  by  his  manner  (as  wdl  as  mjjj^ 
could  discern  it)  he  seemed  to  addrea 
himself  to  me.  . 

Sir,  I  will  answer  him  as  desilr » ^ 
am  able,  and  with  areat  openncsi:  ih^ 
nothm^  to  conceaL  In  the  year  im 
being  m  a  very  private  station,  ftr  eooop 
firom  any  line  d*  business,  and  not  hanog 
the  honour  of  a  seiit  in  this  House,  it  v« 
my  fortune,  unknowing  and  unknoirnto 
the  then  ministry,  by  the  mte^^^^J^ 
conmoa  friend,  to  beceme  coaai^^ 
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verj  noble  person,  and  at  the  head  of  the 
^reasury  department.  It  was  indeed  in  a  si- 
jatlon  of  little  rank  and  no  consequence, 
jitable  to  the  mediocrity  of  mjr  talents 
nd  pretensions.  But  a  situation  near 
Dougli  to  enable  me  to  see,'  as  well  as 
thers,  what  was  going  on ;  and  1  did  see 
I  that  noble  person  such  sound  principles, 
jch  an  enlargement  of  mind,  such  clear 
nd  sagacious  sense,  and  such  unshaken 
irtitude,  as  have  bound  me,  as  well  as 
fchers  much  better  than  me,  by  an  invio- 
ible  attachment  to  him  from  that  time 
irward.  Sir,  lord  Rockingham  very  early 
I  that  summer  received  a  strong  repre- 
sntation  from  many  weighty  English  mer- 
hants  and'  manumcturers,  from  gover- 
org  of  provinces  and  commanders  of  men 
f  war,  against  almost  the  whole  of  the 
Lnoerican  commercial  regulations;' and 
articularly  with  regard  to  the  total 
itn  which  was  threatened  to  the  Spanish 
rade.  I  believe.  Sir,  the  noble  lord  soon 
iw  his  way  in  this  business.  But  he  did 
ot  rashly  determine  against  acts  which  it 
light  be  supposed  were  the  result  of  much 
eliberation.  However,  Sir,  he  scarcely 
egan  to  open  the  ground,  when  the 
'hole  veteran  body  of  office  took  the 
larm.  A  violent  outcry  oC  all  (except 
lose  who  knew  and  felt  Uie  mischief)  waa 
eiiaed  against  any  alteration.  On  one 
and  his  attempt  was  a  direct  violation  of 
reaties  and  public-  law.»-On  the  other, 
le  Act  of  Navigation  and  all  the  corps 
f  trade  laws  were  drawn  up  in  array 
gainst  it. 

The  first  step  the  noble  lord  took,  was 
3  have  the  opmion  of  his  excellent,  leam- 
d,  and  ever  lamented  friend  the  late  Mr. 
'^orke,  then  attorney-general,  on  the  point 
f  law.  When  he  knew  that  formally  and 
Sicially,  which  in'subsiance  he  had  known 
efore,  he  immediately  dispatched  orders 
y  redress  the  grievance.    But  I  will  say 

for  the  then  minister,  he  is  of  that  con- 
iCution  of  mind,  that  I  know  he  would 
ave  issued,  on  the  same  critical  occasion, 
ie  very  same  orders,  if  the  Acts  of  Trade 
ad  been,  as  they  were  not,  directly 
gainst  him;  and  would  have  cheerfully 
ubmitted  to  the  equity  of  parliament  for 
is  indemnity. 

On  the  conclusion  of  this  business  of 
%e  Spanish  trade,  the  news  of  the  trou- 
les,  on  account  of  the  Stamp- Act,  ar- 
[ved  in  Enffland.  It  was  not  until  the 
nd  of  October  that  these  accounts  were 
eeeived.  No  sooner  had  the  sound  of 
tiat  mighty  tempest  reached  us  in  Eng 


land,  than  the  whole  of  the  then  opposi- 
tion, instead  of  feeling  humbled  by  the 
unhappy  issue  of  th^ir  measures,  seemed 
to  be  mfinitely  elated,  and  cried  out,  that 
the  ministry,  from  envy  to  the  slory  of 
their  predecessors,  were  prepared  to  re- 
peal the  Stamp  Act.  Near  nine  yeavi 
after,  the  hon.  gentleman  takes  quite  op- 
posite  ground,  and  naw  challenges  me  to 
put  my  hand  to  my  heart,  and  say,  whether, 
the  ministry  had  resolved  on  the  repeal 
till  a  considerable  time  after  the  meeting 
of  parliament.  Though  I  do  not  very 
well  know  what  the  hon.|;endemanwishea 
to  infer  firom  the  admission,  or  ft-om  the 
denial,  of  this  fact,  on  which  he  so  ear- 
nestly adjures  me ;  I  do  put  my  hand  on 
my  heart,  and  assure  him,  that  they  did 
not  come  to  a  resolution  directly  to  repealf 
They  weighed  this  matter  as  its  difficulty 
andimportancerequired.  Tfaeyconsidered 
matorel;|r  among  themselves.  They  con- 
sulted with  dl  who  could  give  advice  or  in- 
formation, it  waa  not  determined  until  a 
litde  before  the  meetine  of  parliament ;  but 
it  wa8detennined,and  the  main  lines  of  their 
own  plan  marked  out  before  that  meeting. 
Two  questions  arose  (I  hope  I  am  not 

Sing  mto  a  narrative  troublesome  to  the 
ouse^  [A  cry  of,  Go  on,  go  on.]  The 
first  or  the  two  connderatioos  was,  whe- 
ther the  repeal  should  be  total,  or  whe- 
ther only  partial ;  taking  out  every  thing 
burthensome  and  productive,  and  reserv- 
ing only  an  empty  acknowledgment,  such 
as  a  stamp  on  cards  or  dice.  The  other 
oueadon  was,  on  what  principle  the  Act 
snould  be  repealed?  On  this  head  also 
two  principles  were  started.  One,  that 
the  legislative  rights  of  this  country,  with 
regard  to  America,  were  not  entire,  but 
had  certain  restrictions  and  limitations. 
The  other  principle  waa,  that  taxes  of  this 
kind  were  contrary  to  the  fundamental 
principles  of  commerce  on  which  the  colo-* 
nies  were  founded ;  and  contrary  to  every 
idea  of  political  equitv;  by  which  equity 
we  are  bound,  as  much  as  possible,  to  ex- 
tend .die  spirit  and  benefit  of  the  British 
constitution  to  every  part  of  the  Britishr 
dominions.  The  oj^tion,  both  of  the  mea- 
sure, and  of  the  pnnciple  of  repeal,  was 
made  before  the  session ;  and  I  wonder 
how  any  one  can  read  the  Kin^s  Speech 
at  the  opening  of  that  session,  without  see- 
ing in  that  speech  both  the  repeal  and  the 
declarator}'  Act  very  sufficiently  crayoned 
out  Those 'Who  cannot  see  this,  can  see 
nothing.  . 

Surely  the  hon.  gendeman  will  uot  think 


1847]       14  GEORGE  m.  DeiaH 


tiiac  a  grtat  deal  lew  time  than  wia  then 
amployed,  ought  to  have  been  spent  in 
deliberation ;  when  he  considers  tnat  the 
news  of  the  troubles  did  not  arfve  till  to- 
wards the  end  of  October.  The  parHa- 
nM9nt  sat  to  fill  the  vacancies  on  the  14th 
day  of  Decenibery  and  on  business  the  14th 
of  the  following  January. 

Sir,  a  {Murtial  repeal,  or,  as  the  ban  ttm 
of  the  court  then  was,  a  nod^caHtm^ 
would  have  satisfied  a  timid,  unsystematic, 
procrastinating  ministry,  as  such  a  mea^ 
sure  has  since  done  such  a  ministry.  A 
iMdiAcation  is  the  constant  resource  of 
weak  undeciding  minds.  To  repeal  by  a 
denial  of  our  right  to  tax  in  the  preamble 
(and  this  too  did  not  want  advisers), 
wduld  have  cut,  in  the  heroic  style,  the 
Gordtan  knot  with  a  sword.  Eltlier  mea- 
sure would  have  cost  no  more  than  a  day's 
debate.  But  when  the  total  repeal  was 
adopted,  and  adopted  on  priuciples  of 
policy,  of  equity,  and  of  commerce ;  this 
^an  made  it  necessary  to  enter  intotnany 
and  difficult  measures.  It  became  necea- 
aary  to  open  a  very  large  fiald  of  evidence 
commensurate  to  these  extensive  views. 
But  then  this  labour  did  knights  service. 
It  opened  the  eyes  of  several  to  the  true 
state  of  the  American  aimrs ;  it  enlarged 
their  ideas ;  it  removed  prejudioea ;  and  it 
conciliated  the  opinions  and  affections  of 
men.  The  noMclord,  who  then  took  ttie 
lead  in  admmistration,  my  hon.  friend 
(Mr.  Dowdeswcll)  under  me,  and  a  right 
hon.  gentleman  (general  Conway),  (if  he 
will  not  reject  his  share,  and  it  was  a  large 
one  of  this  business^  exerted  the  most 
hmdable  industry  in  nrmging  before  you 
the  fullest,  most  imparaat,  and  least 
gat4>led  body  of  evidence  that  ever  was 
produced  to  this  House.  I  think  the  en- 
qutry  lasted  in  the  committee  fbr  six 
weeks;  and  at  its  condosion  this  Honse, 
by  an  independent,  noble,  spirited,  and 
unexpected  ml\)ority ;  by  a  asajority  Uiat 
will  radeem  all  the  acts  ever  done  by  ma- 
jorities in  parliament;  in  the  teeth  of  all 
the  old  mercenary  Swiss  of  sute,  in  de- 
spite of  idl  the  speculators  and  augurs  of 
political  events,  ih  defiance  of  the  whole 
ambatUed  legion  of  veteran  pensioners,  and 
practised  instruments  of  a  court,  gave  a 
total  repeal  to  the  Stamp  Act,  and  (if  it 
Imd  been  so  permitted)  a  lasdng  pesM  to 
thb  whole  empire. 

I  state,  Sir,  these  particulars,  because 
this  act  of  spirit  and  fortitude  has  lately 
been,  in  the  circulation  of  the  season,  and 
in  some  luMnM  di^linrntigns  in  this 
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House,  attnbdted  to  timidity.  If,  Sir,  tin 
conduct  of  ministry,  in  proponag  tbe  r* 
peal,  had  arisra  from  timidity  with  regai 
to  themselves,  it  would  have  been  greslj 
to  be  condemned.  Interested  tinidky 
disgraces  as  much  in  Ae  cabinet,  ai  pe^ 
somd  thnidt^  does  in  the  .field.  Bot  t> 
mfality,  with -regard  to  the  well-being  of 
our  country,  is  neroic  virtue.  The  n(kk 
lord  who  tnen  conducted  afiahn,  and  hii 
worthy  colleagues,  whilst  they  trembled 
at  the  prosp^  of  such  distreiBCs  »  toi 
have  since -broueht  upon  yomsehres*  vof 
not  afraid  steadOy  to  look  in  the  face  ik 
glaring  and  dazzling  influence  at  vhid 
the  eyes  of  eagles  have  blenched.  He 
looked  in  the  face  one  of  the  ablest,  nd, 
let  me  say,  not  the  most  scrupulous  oppo> 
sitions,  that  perhaps  ever  was  in  ti» 
House,  and  withstood  it,  unaided  by  em 
one  of  the  usual  supports  of  admioisiii' 
tion.  He  did  this  wiien  he  repeskd  tbe 
Stamp  Act  He  looked  in  the  face spn- 
son  he  had  long  respected  aad  reptm, 
and  whose  aid  was  then  particttlsriTvni> 
ing ;  I  mean  lord  Chatham.  He  did  tia 
whein  he  passed  the  Declaratory  Act 

It  is  now  given  out,  for  the  unal  nr* 
poses,  bv  tim  usual  emissarfes,  that  ani 
Roclringham  did  not  consent  totbe  repai 
of  this  act  until  he  was  bullied  into  it  b; 
lord  Chatham ;  and  the  reports  bne 
gone  so  far  as  poUicly  to  anert,  is  i 
hundred  companies,  that  the  hon.fald^ 
man  under  thesallery  (general  Cosvar). 
who  proposed  toe  repeal  in  the  Ameiicn 
committee,  had  another  set  of  reioliriiofli 
in  hispodcet  directly  the  reverie  of  tboa 
he  moved.  These  artifices  of  s  de>P^ 
cause  are.  at  this  thue,  ^nead  abroad,  via 
incredible  cac6,  in  every  part  of  the  tovo> 
from  the  highest  to  the  loweit  c<nnpa^i^^ 
aa  if  the  industrr  of  the  circulation  «»« 
to  make  amends  tor  the  absurdity  <t  tie 
report. 

Sir,  wheUier  the  noble  loid  ii  of  a  on^ 
plaxionto  be  bulliedb}rlord  Chatham,  orbf 
any  man,  I  must  submit  to  those  who  kw^ 
him.    1  confess,  when  I  look  bsck  to  tW 

time,  I  consider  him  as  plaesd  m  cfieft 
the  most  trying  situatwns  in  whid^  f^ 
haps,  any  man  ever  stood.  la  the  Hoof 
of  Peers  there  Were  very  few  of  the  * 
nktry,  out  of  the  noble  lord's  own  pirtj' 
cular  connection,  (except  laid  EgsKa^ 
who  noted,  as  ftr  n  I  could  diecsrn,sn<^ 
nourable  and  mraly  part),  thstdid  ootlo» 
to  some  other  future  arrangeeieai,  «^ 
warped  his  fMlltics.  There  were  is  ^ 
HoyaesnawandBMnadisg^pww»>g^"^ 
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night  very  naUurtlly  drive  any  oth^r,  than 
i  most  resolute  miAuter,  from  his  measare, 
>T  from  his  station.  The  household  troops 
rpenly  revolted.  ■  The  allies  of  ministry, 
those,  1  mean,  who  supported  some /of 
heir  measures,  but  refused  responsibility 
or  any)  endeavoured  to  undermine  their 
:redit>  and  to  take  ground  that  must  be 
atal  to  the  success  of  the  very  cause 
rhich  they  would  be  thought  to  counte- 
lance..  The  question  of  the  repeal  was 
^rou^ht  on  by  ministry  in  the. committee 
»f  this  House,  in  the  very  instant  when  it 
vas  known  that  more  than  one  court  ne- 
pociation  was  carrying  on  with  the  heads 
»f  the  oppositiop.  Every  thiocy  upon 
»yery  side,  was  full  of  traps  and  mines. 
Sarth  below  shook;  heaven  above  me- 
laced;  all  the  elements  of  mfnisterial 
lafety  were  dissolved.  It  was  in  the 
nidst  of  this  chaos  of  plots  and  couoter- 
>lots  ;  it  was  in  the  midst  of  this  compli- 
cated warfare  against  public  opposition 
md  private  treachery,  tnat  the  Armoess 
>f  that  noble  person  was  put  to  the  proof. 
He  never  stirred  frmn  his  ground;  no,  not 
m  inch.  He  remained  fixed  and  deter- 
nined,  in  priociple,  in  measure,  and  in 
conduct.  He  practised  no  manageiQents. 
He  secured  no  retreat.     He  sought  no 


I  wul  likewise  do  justice,  I  ought  to 
lo  it,  to  the  hon.  gentleman  who  led  us 
n  this  House  (general  Conway).  Far 
Tom  the  duplicity  wickedly  chaiged  on 
lim,  he  acted  his  part  with  alacrity  and 
'esolution.  We  all  felt  inspired  by  the 
example  he  ^ave  us,  down  even  to  myself, 
.he  weakest  in  that  phalanx.  I  declare 
x)r  one,  I  knew  well  enoueh  (it  could  not 
>e  concealed  from  any  body)  the  true  state 
>f  things ;  but,  in  my  life,  I  never  came 
vith  so  much  spirits  lAto  this  House.  It 
rvas  a  time  for  a  man  to  act  in.  We  had 
powerful  enemies ;  but  we  had  faithful  and 
leterminfed  friends ;  and  a  glorious  cause. 
We  had  a  great  battle  to  fight ;  but  we 
lad  the  means  of  fighting ;  not  as  now, 
^hen  our  arms  are  tied  behind  us.  We 
Sid  fight  that  day  and  conquer. 

I  remember,  Sir,  with  a  melancholy 
pleasure,  the  situation  of  the  hon. 
gentleman  (general  Conway)  who  made 
;he  motion  for  the  repeal ;  in  that  crisis, 
vhen  the  whole  traaing  interest  ef  this 
3mpire,  crammed  into  your  lobbies,  with 
%  trembling  and  anxious  expectation, 
waited,  almost  to  a  winter's  return  of 
ight,  theijr  fate  from,  your  resolutions. 
W^ben,  at  length,  you  bad  determined  in 

LVOL.  XVII.] 


their  favour,  and  your  doors,  thrown  open, 
shewed  them  the  figure  of  their  deliverer 
in  the  well-eamed  triumph  of  his  important 
victory,  from  the  whole  of  that  gravfe  mul- 
titude there  arose  an  involuntary  burst  of 
gratitude  and  transport.  They  jumped  upon 
him  like  children  on  a  long  absent  father. 
They  dung  about  him  as  captives  about 
their  redeemer.  All  England,  all^  Ame- 
rica joined  in  his  applause.  Nor  did  he 
seem  insensible  to  the  best  of  all  earthly 
rewards,  the  love  and  admiration  of  his 
fellow- citizens.  Hope  elevated  and  ioy 
brightened  his  crest.  I  stood  near  him ; 
and  his  face,  to  use  the  expression  of  the 
Scripture  of  the  first  martyr,  <<  his  face 
was  as  if  it  had  been  the  face  of  an  angel.'* 
I  do  not  know  how  .others  feel;  but  if  I 
had  stood  in  that  situation,  I  never  would 
have  exchanged  it  for  all  that  kings  in  their 
profusion  could  bestow.  I  did  hope,  that 
that  day's  danger  and  honour  wouki  have 
been  a  bond  to  hold  us  all  together  for 
ever.  But,  alas  !  that,  with  other  pleasing 
visions,  is  long  since  vanished. 

Sir,  this  act  of  supreme  magnanimity 
has  been  represented,  as  if  it  had  been- a 
measure  of  an  administration,  that,  having 
no  scheme  of  their  own,  took  a  middle 
line,  pilfered  a  bit  from  one  side  and  a  bit 
from  the  other.  Sir,  they  took  no  middle 
lines.  They  difiered  fundamentally  firom 
the  schemes  of  both  parties ;  but  they 
preserved  the  objects  of  both.  They  pre- 
served the  authority  of  Great  Britain. 
They  preserved  theequity  of  Great  Britain. 
They  made  the  Declaratory  Act ;  they  re- 
pealed the  Stamp  Act.  They  did  both 
fullv;  because  the  Dechiratory  Act  wa? 
without  qualification ;  and  the  repeal  of 
the  Stamp  Act  total.  This  they  did  in  the 
situation  I  have  described. 

Now,  Sir,  what  will  the  adversary  say 
to  both  these  Acts  I  If  the  principle  of  the 
Declaratory  Act  was  not  good,  the  prin- 
ciple we  are  contending  tot  this  day  is 
monstrous.  If  the  principle  of  the  repeal 
was  not  good,  whv  are  we  not  at  war  for 
a  real  substantial  effective  revenue?  If 
both  were  bad.  Why  has  this  ministry  in- 
curred all  the  inconveniences  of  both  andof 
all  schemes  ?  Why  have  they  enacted,  re- 
pealed, enforced,  yielded,  and  now  at- 
tempt to  enforce  again  ? 

Sir,  I  think  I  may  as  well  now,  as  at 
any  other  time,  speak  to  a  certain  matter 
of  fact  not  wholly  unrelated  to  the  ques- 
tion under  your  consideration.  We,  who 
would  persuade  you  to  revert  to  the 
ancient  policy  of  this  kingdom,   labour 
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under  the  effect  of  Mb  short  correni 
phrase,  which  the  court  leaders  have 
given  out  to  all'  their  corps,  in  order  to 
take  away  the  credit  of  those  who  would 
prevent  you  from  that  frantic  war  ^ou 
are  going  to  wage  upon  your  colonies. 
Their  cant  is  this ;  **  All  the  disturbances 
in  America  have  been  created  by  the 
repeal  of  the  Stamp  Act.?*  I  suppress 
for  a  moment  my  indignation  at  the 
falsehood,  baseness,  and  f3>surdity  of  this 
most  audacious  assei^ion.  Instead  of 
remarking  on  ihjd  motives  and  character 
of  those  who  have  issued  it  for  circulation, 
I  will  clearly  lay  before  you  the  state  of 
America,  antecedently  to  that  repeal ; 
afler  the  repeal ;  and  since  the  renewal 
of  the  schemes  of  American  taxation. 

It  is  said,  that  the  disturbanceis,  if  there 
were  any,  before  the  repeal,  were  slight ; 
and  without  difficulty  or  inconvenience 
might  have  been  suppressed.  For  an 
answer  to  this  assertion  I  will  send  you  to 
the  great  author  and  patron  of  the  Stamp 
Act,  who  certainly  meaning  well  to  the 
authority  of  this  country,  imd  fully  ap- 
prized of  the  state  of  that,  made,  before 
a  repeal  was  so  much  as  agitated  in  this 
House,  the  motion  which  is  on  your 
Journds ;  and  'which,  to  save  the  clerk 
the  trouble  of  turning  to  it,  I  will  now 
read  to  you.  It  was  for  an  amendment 
to  the  address  of  the  17th  of  December 
1765 : 

•  *^  To  estpress  bur  just  resentment  and 
indignation  at  the  outrageous  tumults 
srod  insurrections  which  have  been  ex- 
cited and  carried  on  in  North  America; 
and  at  the  resistance  given  by  open  and 
rebellious  force  to  the  execution  of  the 
laws  in  that  part  of  his  Majesty's  domi- 
nions. And  to  assure  his.  Majesty,  that 
his 'faithful  Commons,  animated  with  the 
warmest  duty  and  attachment  to  his  royal 
person  and  government,'  will  firmlv  and 
effectually  support  his  Majesty  in  fill 
such  measures  as  shall  be  necessary  for 
preserving  and  supporting  the  legal  de* 
pendance  of  the  colonies  on  tiie  mother 
country,  &c.  &c."» 

Here  was  certainly  a  disturbance  pre- 
ceding the  repeal;  such  a  disturbance  as 
Mr.  Grenviile  thought  necessary  to  qualify 
by  the  name  of  an  insurrection,  and  the 
epithet  of  a  rebellious  force :  terms  much 
stronger  than  any,  by  which,  those  who 
then  supported  his  motion,  have  ever 
since  thought  proper  to  distinguish  the 

•  See  vol.  la,  p.  86. 


subsisqoentdistoibancesin  Anieries.  Thej 
were  disturbances  which  seemed  to  bn 
and  his  friends  to  justify  as  strong  s  pro* 
mise  of  support,  as  hath  been  iwial  to 
give  in  the  beginning  of  a  war  widi  the 
most  powerful  and  declared  eneaies. 
When  the  accounts  of  the  American  go- 
vernors came  before  the  House,  they  ap- 
peared stronger  even  than  the  wannth  of 
public  imagination  had  painted  them;  $o 
much  stronger,  that  the  papers  on  your 
table  bear  me  out  in  saying,  that  all  the 
late  disturbances,  which  have  been  atone 
time  the  minister's  motives  for  the  repeal 
of  five  out  of  six  of  the  new  court  taxei, 
and  are  now  his  pretences  for  refiisbg  to 
repeal  that  sixth,  did  not  amount— vhr 
do  I  compare  them  ?  no,  not  to  a  teotb 
part  of  the  tumults  and  violence  wUdk 
prevailed  long  before  the  repeal  of  that  Aa 

Ministry  cannot  refuse  the  authority  of 
the  commander  in  chief  genersl  Gigt, 
who,  in  his  letter  of  the  4th  of  Noteoibefy 
from  New  York,  thus  represents  the  state 
of  things : 

**  It  is  difficult  to  say,  from  the  biglMt 
to  the  lowest,'  who  has  not  been  tLCcmuj 
to  this  Insurrection,  either  by  writisg  ff 
mutual  llgreements  to  oppose  the  act,  hf 
what  they  are  pleased  to  term  all  1^ 
opposition  to  it.  Nothing  effectual  im 
b^n  proposed  either  to  prevent  or  quell 
the  tumult.  The  rest  of  the  pronoca 
are  in  the  same  situation  as  to  a  posiiife 
refusal  to  take  the  stamps ;  and  threatee* 
ing  those  who  shall  take  diem,  to  pluixiff 
dnd  murder  them ;  and  this  affiur  standi 
in  all  the  provinces,  that  unless  the  M 
from  its  own  nature,  enforce  itself,  im^ 
thing  but  a  very  considerable  milita^ 
force  can  do  it.'* 

It  is  remarkable.  Sir,  that  the  persooi 
who  formerly  trumpeted  forth  the  ffl«t 
loudly,  the  violent  resolutions  of  flS0B* 
blies ;  the-  universal  insurrections;  tbe 
seizing  and  burning  the  stamped  psp^/' 
the  forcing  stamp  officers  to  resign  their 
commissions  under  the  gallows ;  the  riflifl? 
and  pulling  down  of  the  houses  of  m^ 
trates;  and  the  expulsion  from  tbetf 
country  of  all  who  dared  to  write  or  speak 
a  single  word  in  defence  of  the  poweis  w 
parliament;  these  very  trumpeters  ve 
now  the  men  that  represent  the  "^^^^^^ 
a  mere  trifle ;  and  choose  to  date  all  w 
disturbances  from  the  repeal  of  the  Sivi^ 
Act,  which  put  an  end  to  them.  J^ 
your  officers  abroad,*  and  let  them  f^ 
this  shameless  falsehood,  who*  in  all  tMir 
correspondence,  state  thediatoitescef*^ 
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»wiog  to  their  true  causes,  the  discoDtent 
>f  the  .people,  from  the  taxes.  You  have 
his  evideoce  in  your  own  archives^rand 
t  will  give  you  complete  satisfaction ;  if 
(Tou  are  not  so  far  lost  to  all  parliamentary 
deas  of  information,  as  rather  to  credit 
he  lye  of  the  day,  than  the  records  of  your 
>wn  House* 

Sir,  tills  vermin  of  court  reporters, 
vhen  they  are  forced  into  day  upon  one 
>oint,  are  sure  to  burrow  in  another ;  but 
hey  shall  have  no  refuge:  1  will  make 
hem  bolt  out  of  all  their  holes.  Con- 
scious that  they  must  be  baffled,  when 
Jiey  attribute  a  precedent  disturbance  to 
I  subseouent  measure,  they  take  other 
^ound  almost  as  absurd,  but  very  common 
n  modem  practice,  and  very  wicked; 
which  is,  to  attribute  the  ill  effect  of  ill- 
udged  conduct  to  the  arguments  which 
lad  been  used  to  dissuade  us  from  it. 
rhe^  say,  that  the  opposition  made  in 
parliament  to  the  Stamp  Act  at  the  time  of 
ta  passing,  encouraged  the  Americans  to 
:heir  resistance.  This  has  even  formally 
ippeared  in  print  in  a  regular  volume, 
Tom  an  advocate  of  that  mction,  a  Dr. 
Tucker.  This  Dr.  Tucker  is  already  a 
lean,  and  his  earnest  labours  in  this  vme*- 
^ard  will,  1  suppose,  raise  him  to  a 
>ishopnck.  But  this  assertion  too,  just 
ike  the  rest,  is  false.  In  all  the  papers 
N^hich  have  loaded  your  table ;  in  all  the 
rast  crowd  of.  verbal  witnesses  that  ap- 
>eared  at  your  bar,  witness9s  which  were 
ndiscriminately  produced  from  both  sides 
)f  the  House ;  not  the  least  hint  of  such 
I  cause  of  disturbance  has  ever  appeared. 
^8  to  the  fact  of  a  strenuous  opposition  to 
he  Stamo  Act,  I  sat  as  a  stranger  in  your 
jrallery  when  the  act  was  under  considera- 
ion.  Far  from  any  tiling  inflammatory,  I 
lever  heard  a  more  languid  debate  in  tliis 
Elouse.  No  more  than  two  or  three  gen- 
lemen,  as  1  remember,  spoke  against  the 
f^ct,  and  that  with  great  reserve  and  re- 
narkable  temper.  There  was  but  one  di- 
riaion  in  the  whole  progress  of  the  Bill; 
ind  the  minority  dia  not  reach  to  more 
lian  39  or  40.  In  the  House  of  Lords  I 
lo  not  recc^lect  that  there  was  any  debate 
>r  division  at  all.  I  am  sure  there  waa  no 
protest.  In  fiu^  the  afl^  passed  with  so 
rery,  very  little  noise,  that  in  town  they 
icarcehr  knew  the  nature  of  what  you 
vere  dioiog.  The  opposition  to  the  Bill 
a  England  never  could  have  done  this 
aischiefi  because  there  scarcely  ever  was 
ess  of  opposition  te  a  Bill  of  consequence. 

Sir,  the  agents  and  distributort  of  fiilse- 


hoods  have,  with  their  usual  industry,  cir- 
culated auother  lye  of  the  same  nature 
with  the  former.  It  is  this,  that  the  dis- 
turbances arose  from  the  account  which 
had  been  received  in  America  of  the 
change  in  the  ministry.  No  longer  awed, 
it  seems,  with  the  spirit  of  the  former 
rulers,  they  thought  Uiemselves  a  matdi 
for  what  our  calumniators  choose  to 
qualify  by  the  name  of  so  feeble  a  ministry 
as  succeeded.  Feeble  in  bne  sense  these 
men  certainly  may  be  called ;  for  with  all 
their  efforts,  and  thev  have  made  man^, 
they  have  not  been  able  to  resist. the  dis- 
tempered vigour,  and  insane  alacrity  with 
which  you  are  rushing  to  your  ruin.  But 
it  does  so  happen,  that  the  falsity  of  this 
circulation  is  (iJke  the  rest)  demonstrated 
by  indisputable  dates  and  records. 

So  little  was  the  change  known  in  Ame- 
rica, that  the  letters  of  your  governors, 
ffiving  an  account  of  these  disturbances 
long  after  thev  had  arrived  at  their  highest 
pitd,  were  all  directed  to  the  old  minis- 
try, and  particularly  to  the  earl  of  Hali- 
fax, the  secretary  of  state  corresponding 
with  the  colonies,  without  once  in  the 
smallest  degree  intimating  the  slightest 
suspicion  of  any  ministerial  revolution 
whatsoever.  The  ministry  was  not  change 
ed  in  England  until  the  10th  day  of  July 
1765*  On  the  14th  of  the  preceding  June^ 
governor  Fauquier  from  Virginia  writes 
thus;  and  writes  thus  to  the  earl  of  Hali- 
fax: "  Government  is  set  at  defiance,  not 
having  stren^h  enough  in  her  hands  to 
enforce  obedience  to  tne  laws  of  the  com- 
munity^—The  private  distress,  which  every 
man  feels,  encreases  the  general  dissatis- 
faction at  the  duties  laid  bv  the  Stamp 
A^t,  which  breaks  out,  and  shews  iuelf 
upon  every  trifling  occasion.''  The  gene- 
ral diasatisfaction  had  produced  some  time 
before,  that  is,  on  the  29th  of  May,  seve- 
ral strong  public  resolves  against  the  Stamp 
Act;  and  those  resolves  are  assigned  by 
governor  Bernard,  as  the  cause  of  the  in- 
surrections in  Massachoset's  Bay,  in  his 
letter  of  the  15th  of  August,  still  addressed 
to  the  earl  of  Hdifax ;  and  he  continued 
.to  address  such  accounts  to  that  minister 
quite  to  the  7th  of  September  of  the  same 
year.  Similar  accounts,  and  of  as  late  a 
date,  were  sent  from  other  governors,  and 
all  directed  to  lord  Halifax.  Not  one  of 
these  letters  indicates  the  slightest  idea  of 
a  change  either  known,  or  even  i^pre- 
hended. 

Thus  are  blown  away  the  insect  race  qf 
courtly  fidsehoods !  thus  perish  the  mises- 
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able  inventions  of  the  wretched  runners  for 
a  wretched  cause,  which  they  have  fly- 
blown into  every  weak  and  rotten  part  of 
the  country,  in  vain  hopes  that  when  their 
maggots  had  taken  wing,  their  importunate 
buzzing  might  sound  something  like  the 
public  voice ! 

Sir,  I  ha^e  troubled  you  sufficiently  with 
the  state  of  America  before  the  repeal. 
Kow  I  turn  to  the  hon.  gentleman  who  so 
stoutly  challenges  us,  to  tell,  whether,  afler 
the  repeal,  the  provinces  were  quiet?  This 
is  coming  home  to  the  point.  Here  I 
meet  him  directly ;  and  answer  most  rea- 
dily. They  were  quiet.  And  I,  in  my 
turn,  challenge  him  to  prove  when,  and 
where,  and  by  whom,  and  in  what  num- 
bers, and' with  what  violence,  the  other 
laws  of  trade,  as  gentlemen  assert,  were 
violated  in  consequence  of  your  conces- 
sion? or  thatevenyour  other  revenue  laws 
were  attacked?  But  I  quit  the  vantage 
ground  on  which  I  stand,  and  where  I 
might  leave  the  burthen  of  the  proof  upon 
him ;  I  walk  down  upon  the.  open  pmiD, 
and  undertake  to  shew,  that  they  were  not 
only  quiet,  but  shewed  many  unequivocal 
marks^of  acknowledgment  and  gratitude. 
And  to  ^ve  him  every  advantage,  I  select 
the  obnoxious  colony  of  Massachusetts 
Bay,  which  at  this  time  (but  without  hear? 
ing  her)  is  so  heavily  a  cul[)rit  before  par- 
liament— I  will  select  their  proceedmffs 
even  under  circumstances  of  no  small  ir- 
ritation. For,  a  little  imprudently  I  must 
*^Yi  governor  Bernard  mixed  in  the  ad- 
mmistration  of  the  lenitive  of  the  repeal 
no  small  acrimony  arising  from  matters  of 
a  separate  nature.  Tet  see.  Sir,  the  ef- 
fect-of  that  lenitive,  though  mixed  with 
these  bitter  ingredients;  and  how  this' 
rugged  people  can  express  themselvea  on 
a  measure  of  concession. 

**  If  it  is  not  now  in  our  power*'  (say 
they  in  their  address  to  governor  Bernard), 
**  in  so  full  a  manner  as  will  be  expected, 
to  shew  our  respectful  gratitude  to  the 
mother  country,  or  to  make  a  dutiftd  and 
affectionate  return  to  the  indulgence  of 
the  King  and  parliament,  it  shul  be  no 
fault  of  ours ;  for  this  we  intend,  and  hope 
we  shall  be  able  fully  to  effect." 

Would  to  God  that  this  temper  had  been 
cultivated,  managed,  and  set  in  action ! 
other  effects  than  those  which  we  have 
since  felt  would  have  resulted  from  it. 
On  the  requisition  for  compensation  to 
those  who  had  suffered  from  the  violence 
of  the  populace,  in  the  same  address  they 
9BJ,  **  The  recommendation  enjoined  by 


Mr.  Secretary  Conway's  letter,  and  jd 
consequence  thereof  made  to  us,  we  wil 
embrace  the  first  convenient  opportanhv 
to  consider  and  act  upon."  Tbey  did 
consider;  they  did  act  upon  it.  They 
obeyed  the  requisition.-  1  know  the  mode 
has  been  chicaned  upon ;  but  it  waa  aob- 
stantially  obeyed ;  and  much  better  obey- 
ed, than  I  fear  the  parliamentary  requui- 
tion  of  this  session  will  be,  though  en- 
forced by  all  your  rigour,  and  backed  with 
all  your  power.  In  a  word,  the  dsmuiges 
of  popular  fury  were  compensated  by  k- 
gislative  gravity.  Almost  every  other  part 
of  America  in  various  ways  demonstrated 
their  gratitude.  I  am  bold  to  say,  that  so 
sudden  a  calm  recovered  after  so  vicdeot  a 
storm  is  without  parallel  in  histonr.  To 
say  that  no  other  disturbance  ahoiJd  hap- 
pen from  any  other  cause  is  folly.  But  ss 
tar  as  appearances  went,  by  the  judicibQS 
sacrifice  of  one  law,  you  procured  an  ac- 
quiescence in  all  that  remained.  After 
this  experience,  nobody  shall  persuade 
me,  when  a  whole  people  are  concerned, 
that  acts  of  lenity  are  not  means  of  con- 
ciliation. 

I  hope  the  hon.  gentleman  has  recehed 
a  hit  and  full  answer  to  his  question. 

I  have  done  with  the  third  period  of 
your  policy;  that  of  your  repeal;   and 
the  return,  of  your  ancient  system,  and 
your   ancient  tranquillity  and    concxird. 
Sir,  this  period  was  not  as  long  as  it  was 
happy.    Another  scene  was  opened,  and 
other  actors  appeared  on  the  stage.    The 
state,  in  the  condition  I  have  described  it, 
was  delivered  into  the  hands  of  lord  Chat- 
ham—a great  and  celebrated  name;  a 
name  that  keeps  the  name  of  this  countiy 
respectable  in  every  other  on  the  globe 
It  may  be  truly  called, 
^-^^laram  et  veoerabUa  nomen 
Gentibos,  et  mttltom  nostra  qood  prodentt  wM, 

Sir,  the  venerable  age  of  this  great  msn, 
his  merited  rank,  his  superior  eloquence, 
his  splendid  qualities,  hisenunent  aervices, 
the  vast  space  he  fills  in  the  eye  of  man- 
kind; and,  more  than  all  the  rest,  his  fidl 
from  power,  which,  like  death,  ea&ooiaes 
and  sanctifies  a  great  character,  will  not 
8u£kr  me  to  censure  any  part  of  hia  con- 
duct. I  am  afraid  to  flatter  him ;  I  am 
sure  I  am  not  disposed  to  blame  him.  Let 
those  who  have  betrayed  hiaa  by  their 
adulation,  insult  him  with  their  malevo- 
lence. But  what  I  do  not  presume  to  cen- 
sure, I  may  have  leave  to  lament  For  a 
wise  man,  he  seemed  to  me  at  that  tim^ 
to  be  governed  too  much  by  genenl 
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naxiros.  I  speak  with  the  freedom  of 
listory^and  I  nope  without  ofience.  One 
>r  two  of  these  maxims,  flowing  from  ah 
>piuion  not  the  most  indulgent  to  our  un- 
appy  species,  and  surely  a  little  too  ge- 
leral,  led  him  into  measures  that  were 
reatly  mischievous  to  himself;  and  for 
hat  reason,  among  others,  perhaps  fatal 

0  his  country ;  measures,  tne  effects  of 
.rhich,  1  am  afraid,  are  for  ever  incurable. 
le  made  an  administration,  so  checkered 
nd  speckled ;  he  put  togeUier  a  piece  of 
oinery,  so  crossly  indented  and  whimsi- 
ally  dovetailed;  a  cabinet  so  variously 
nlaid  ;  such  a  piece  of  divetsifled  Mosaic ; 
11  ch  a  tesselated  pavement  without  ce- 
nent ;  here  a  bit  or  black  stone,  and  there 
k  bit  of  white ;  patriots  and  courtiers, 
:ing's  friends  and  republicans ;  whigs  and 
ories ;  treacherous  niends  and  open  efie- 
nies :  that  it  was  indeed  a  very  curious 
how;  but  utterly  unsafe  to  touch,  and 

1  nsure  to  stand  on.  The  colleagues  whom 
le  had  assorted  at  the  same  boards,  stared 
it  each  other,  and  were  obliged  to  ask, 
*  Sir,  your  name  ?*— Sir,  you  have  the  ad- 
'  vantage  of  me— Mr.  Such  a  one — I  beg 
<  a  thousand  pardons — **  I  venture  to 
ay,  it  did  so  happen,  that  persons  had  a 
ingle  office  divided  between  them,  who 
lad  never  spoke  to  each  other  in  their 
ives;  until  they  found  themselves,  they 
:new  not  how,  pigging  together,  heads 
md  points,  in  the  same  truckle-bed.* 

Sir,  in  consequence  of  this  arrange- 
aent,  having  put  so  much  the  larger  part 
if  his  enemies  and  opposers  into  power, 
he  confusion  was  such,  that  his  own  prin« 
:iples  could  not  possibly  have  any  effect 
»r  influence  in  the  conduct  of  affiurs.  If 
iver  he  fell  into  a  fit  of  the  gout,  or  ifanj 
»ther  cause  withdrew  him  from  public 
lares,  principles  directly  the  contrary  were 
ure  to  predominate,  when  he  had  exe- 
uted  his  plan,  he  had  not  an  inch  of 
;round  to  stand  upon.  When  he  had  ac- 
;ompli&hed  his  scheme  of  administration, 
le  was  no  longer  a  minister. 

When  his  face  was  hid  but  for  a  moment, 
lis  whole  system  was  on  a  wide  sea,  with- 
out chart  or  compass.  The  gentlemen,  his 
^articular  friends,  who,  with  the  names  of 
'ariouB  departments  of  ministry,  were  ad- 
nitted,  to  seem,  as  if  they  acted  apart 
mder  him,  with  a  modesty  that  becomes 

*  jSupposed  to  allude  to  the  right  boa.  k>rd 
4ortb,  aud  George  Cooke,  esq.  who  were  made 
oint  paymasters  in  the  summer  of  1766,  on  the 
'cmovato  of  the  Roekingham  admiaistnitioD. 
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all  men,  ^d  with  H  confidence  in  him, 
which  was  justified  even  in  its  extrava« 
j;ance  b^  his  superior  abilities,  had  never, 
in  any  instance,  presumed  upon  any  opi- 
nion of  their  own.  Deprived  of  his  guiding 
influence,  they  were  whirled  about,  the 
sport  of  every  gust,  and  easily  driven  into 
any  port ;  and  as  those  who  joined  with 
them  in  manning  the  vessel  were  the  most 
directly  opposite  to  his  opinions,  measures, 
and  character,  and  far  the  most  artful  and 
most  powerful  of  the  set,  they  easily  pre« 
vailed,  so  as  to  seize  upon  the  vacant,  un- 
occupied, and  derelict  minds  of  his  friends ; 
and  instantly  they  turned  the  vessel  wholly 
out  of  the  course  of  his  policy.  As  if  it 
were  to  insult  as  well  as  to  betray  him, 
even  Ions  before  the  close  of  the  first  ses- 
sion of  his  adminbtration,  when  every 
thing  was  publiclj^  transacted,  and  with 
great  parade  in  his  name,  they  made  an 
Act,  declaring  it  highly  just  and  expedient 
to  raise  a  revenue  in  America.  For  even 
then,  Sir,  even  before  this  splendid  orb 
was  entirely^  set,  and  while  the  western 
horizon  was  in  a  blaze  with  his  descending 
glory,  on  the  opposite  quarter  of  the  hea- 
vens arose  another  luminary,  and,  for  hip 
liour,  became  lord  of  the  ascendant. 

This  light  too  is  passed  and  set  for  ever. 
You  understand,  to  be  sure,  that  I  speak  of 
Charles  Townshend,  officially  the  re-pro- 
ducer of  this  fatal  scheme ;  whom  I  can- 
not even  now  remember  without  some  de- 
gree of  sensibility.  In  truth,  Sir,  he  waa 
the  delight  and  ornament  of  this  House, 
and  the  charm  of  every  private  society 
which  he  honoured  with  his  presence. 
Perhaps  there  never  arose  in  this  country, 
nor  in  any  country,  a  man  of  a  more, 
pointed  and  finished  wit ;  and  (where  his 
passions  were  not  concerned)  of  a  more 
refined,  exquisite,  and  penetrating  judg- 
ment. If  he  had  not  so  great  a  stock,  as 
some  have  had  who  flourished  formerly, 
of  knowledge  long  treasured  up,  he  knew 
betteir  by  far,  than  any  man  I  ever  was 
acquainted  with,  how  to  bring  together 
within  a  short  time,  all  that  was  necessary 
to  establish,  to  illustrate,  and  to  decorate 
that  side  of  the  question  he  supported. 
He  Stated  his  matter  skilfully  and  power- 
fully. He  particularly  excelled  in  a  most 
luminous  explanation,  and  display  of  his 
subject.  His  style  of  argument  was  nei- 
ther trite  and  vulsar,  nor  subtle  and  ab- 
struse. He  hit  the  House  just  between 
wind  and  water. — And  not  being  troubled 
with  too  anxious  a  zeal  for  any  matter  in 
question,  he  was  never  more  tedious,  or 
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more  earnest,  than  th^  pre-conoeived  opi- 
nions, and  present  temper  of  his  hearers 
required ;  to  whom  lie  was  always  in  per- 
fbct  anison.  He  conformed  exactly  to  the 
temper  of  the  House ;  and  he  seemed  to 
guiae,  because  he ,  was  always  sure  to 
follow  it. 

I  beg  pardon.  Sir,  if  when  I  speak  of 
this  and  of  other  great  men,  I  appear  to 
digress  in  saying  something  of  their  cha- 
racters. In  this  eventful  history  of  the 
revolutions  of  America,  the  characters  of 
such  men  are  of  much  importance.  Great 
men  are  the  guide-posts  and  land-marks 
in  the  state.  The  credit  of  such  men  at 
court,  or  in  the  nation,  is  the  sole  cause  of 
all  the  public  measures.  It  would  be  an 
invidious  thing,  (most  foreign  I  trust  to 
what  you  think  my  disposition)  to  remark 
the  errors  into  which  the  authority  of  great 
names  has  brought  the  nation,  without  do.- 
ing  justice  at  the  same  time  to  the  great 
qualities,  whence  that  authority  arose. 
The  subject  is  instructive  to  those  who 
wish  to  form  themselves  on  whatever  of 
excellence  has  gone  before  them.  There 
Kre  many  young  members  in  the  House 
(such  of  late  has  been  the  rapid  succession 
of  public  men )  who  never  saw  that  pro- 
digy Charles  Townshend ;  nor  of  course 
know  what  a  ferment  he  was  able  to  ex- 
cite in  every  thing  by  the  violent  ebullition 
of  his  mixed  virtues  and  failings.  For 
failings  he  had  undoubtedly — many  of  us 
remember  them ;  we  are  this  day  consi- 
dering the  effect  of  them.  But  he  had  no 
fkilings  which  were  not  owing  to  a  noble 
cause ;  to  an  ardent,  generous,  perhaps  an 
immoderate  passion  for  fame;  a  passion 
which  is  the  mstinct  of  all  great  soub.  He 
worshipped  that  goddess  wheresoever  she 
appeared ;  but  he  paid  his  particular  de- 
votions to  her  in  her  favourite  habitation, 
in  her  chosen  temple,  the  House  of  Com- 
mons. Besides  the  characters  of  the  indi- 
viduals that  compose  our  body,  it  is  im- 
possible, Mr.  Speaker,  not  to  observe, 
that  this  House  has  a  collective  character 
of  its  own.  That  character  too,  however 
imperfect,  is  not  unamiable.  Like  all 
great  public  collections  of  men,  you  pos- 
sess a  marked  love  of  virtue,  and  an  ab- 
horrence of  vice.  But  among  vices,  there 
is  none,  which  the  House  abhors  in  the 
same  degree  with  obstinacy.  Obstinady, 
Sir,  is  certainly  a  great  vice;  and  in  the 
changeful  state  of  political  affiurs  it  is  fre- 

Suently  the  cause  of  great  mischief.    It 
appens,  however,  very  unfortunately,  that 
dmost  the  whole  line  of  the  great  and  mas- 


culine virtues,  constancy,  gravi|^,iiuigiuBi. 
mity,  fortitude,  fidelity,  andwnineK,ve 
closely  allied  to  this  disagreeable  qin&T, 
of  which  you  have  so  just  an  abborrefic^; 
and  in  their  excess,  all  these  virtues  ven 
easily  fall  into  it«  He,  who  paidgucfai 
punctilious  attention  to  all  your  feeiiogs, 
certainly  took  care  not  to  shock  tbea 
by  that  vice  which  is  the  most  disgui>ifil 
to  you. 

That  fear  of  displeasing  those  who 
ought  most  to  be  pleased,  betrayed  hia 
sometimes  into  the  other  extreme.  He 
had  voted,  and  in  the  year  1765,  had  bees 
an  advocate  for  the  Stamp  Act  Tlunp 
and  the  disposition  of  men's  mioditere 
changed.  In  short,  the  Stamp  Act  begia 
to  be  no  favourite  in  this  Hoose.  He 
therefore  attended  at  the  private  meedD^ 
in  which  the  resolutions  moved  by  a  n^^ 
hon.  gentleman  were  settled;  roolutiotf 
leading  to  the  repeal.  The  next  dajlie 
voted  for  that  repeal ;  and  he  would  hsn 
spoken  for  it  too,  if  an  illness,  (ootasTS 
tnen  given  out  a  political)  but  to  bt 
knowledge,  a  very  real  illness,  hd  ^ 
prevented  it. 

The  very  next  session,  as  the  fasbin  ^ 
this  world  passeth  away,  the  repeal  be§a 
to  be  in  as  bad  an  odour  in  this  Houses 
the  Stamp  Act  had  been  in  the  sesaw^ 
fore.  To  conform  to  the  temper  whidi 
began  to  prevail,  and  to  prevail  mfftiy 
amongst  those  most  in  power,  he  decked 
very  early  in  the  winter,  that  a  refeD« 
must  be  had  out  of  America.  Instai^J 
he  was  tied  down  to  his  engagemeiitfitij 
s^me,  who  had  no  objection  to  such  expe- 
riments, when  made  at  the  cost  of  penoo* 
for  whom  they  had  no  particular  regu^ 
The  whole  body  of  courtiers  dro?e  bffl 
onward.  They  always  talked  as  if  t!» 
King  stood  in  a  sort  of  humiliated  ^ 
until  something  of  the  kind  should  K 
done. 

Here  this  extraordinary  mao,  ^ 
Chancellor  of  ttie  Excheauer,  found  iuo^ 
self  in  great  straits.  To  please.  uniTenaliV 
was  the  object  of  his  life;  but  to  taxtfj 
to  please,  no  more  than  to  love  asd  to  J« 
wise,  is  not  given  to  men.  HoweverM 
attempted  iu  To  render  the  tax  pala*"* 
to  the  partizans  of  American  revenue,  W 
made  a  preamble  stating  the  necessiij  ^ 
such  a  revenue.  To  close  with  the  A^ 
rican  distinction,  this  revenue  was  eiif* 
or  port-duty;  but  agab,  to  9C^  ^ 
the  other  party,  it  wasaduqrrfsWjj 
To  gratify  the  colonists,  it  ^^^^ 
British  manufactures;  to  satisfy  u^*^' 
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bants  of 'Britain,  the  dut^  was  irivial,  and 
except  that  on  tea,  which  touched  on]y 
le  devoted  East  India  Company)  on  none 
f  the  grand  objects  of  commerce.  To 
oanterwork  the  American  contraband, 
be  duty  on  tea  was  reduced  from  a  shilling 

9  three^pence.  But  to  secure  the  favour 
f  those  who  would  tax  America,  the  scene 
f  collection  was  changed,  and,  with  the 
est,  it  was  levied  in  the  colonies.  What 
eed  I  say  more  ?  This  fine*spun  scheme 
tad  the  usual  fate  of  all  exquisite  policy. 
lut  the  original  plan  of  the  duties,  and  the 
»<Mle  of  executmg  that  plan,  both  arose 
ingly  and  solely  from  a  love  of  our  ap- 
Jause.  He  was  truly  the  child  of  the 
Icrase.  He  never  thought,  did,  or  said 
ny  thing  but  with  a  view  to  you.  He 
rvery  day  adapted  himself  to  your  dispo- 
ition ;  and  accosted  himself  before  it,  as 
\t  a  looking-glass. 

He  had  observed  (Indeed  it  could  not 
!0cape  him)  that  several  persons,  infinitely 
ftla  inferiors  in  aH  respects,  had  formerly 
rendered  themselves  considerable  in  this 
tlouse  by  one  method  alone.  There  were 
i  race  or  men  (I  hope  in  God  the  species 
■  extinct)  who,  when  thev  rose  in  their 
>lace,  no  man  living  could  divine,  from 
tny  known  adherence  to  parties,  to  opi- 
nions, or  to  principles ;  from  sny  order  or 
lystem  in  their  politics ;  or  from  any  se- 
|uel  or  connection  in  their  ideas,  what 
part  ihey  were  going  to  take  in  ao^  de* 
Mite.  It  is  astonishing  how  much  this  un« 
certainty,  especially  at  critical  times, 
^lled  the  attention  of  all  parties  on  such 
men.  All  eyes  were  fixed  on  them,  all 
Murs  open  to  hear  them ;  each  party  gaped, 
and  looked  alternately  for  their  voteal- 
□nost  to  the  end  of  their  speeches.  While 
the  House  hung  in  this  uncertainty,  now 
the  Hear-hims  rose  from  this  side — ^now 
they  re-bellowed  from  the  other;  and  that 
party  to  whom  .they  fell  at  length  from 
their  tremulous  and  dancing  balance,  al- 
ways received  them  in  a  tempest  of  ap- 
plause. The  fortune  of  such  men  was  a 
temptation  too  great  to  be  resisted  by  one, 
to  whom,  a  single  whifF  of  incense  withheld 
gave  much  greater  pain,  than  he  received 
delight,  in  the  clouds  of  it,  which  daily 
roae  about  him  from  the  prodigal  super- 
stition of  innumerable  admirers.  He  was 
a  candidate  for  contradictory  honours; 
nd  his  great  aim  was  to  make  those  agree 

10  admiration  of  him  who  never  agre^  in 
any  thing  else. 

Hence  arose  this  unfortunate  Act,  the 
sobject  of  this  day's  debate ;  from  a  dis- 


position which  after  making  an  American 
revenue  to  please  one,  repealed  it  to  please 
others,  and  asain  revived  it  in  hopes  of 
pleasing  a  third,  and  of  catching  somethmg 
m  the  Nieas  of  aU. 

This  revenue  Act  of  1767,  formed  the 
fourth  period  of  American  policy.  How 
we  have  fared  since  then — ^what  woeful 
variety  of  schemes  have  been  adopted ; 
what  enforcing,  and  what  repealing ;  what 
bullying,  and  what  submitting;  what 
doing,  and  undoing ;  what  straining,  and 
^hat  relaxing ;  what  assemblies  dissolved 
for  not  obeying,  and  called  again  without 
obedience ;  what  troops  sent  out  to  quell 
resistance,  and  on  meeting  that  resistance, 
recalled ;  what  shiftings,  and  changes,  and 
jumblings  of  all  kinds  of  men  at  home, 
which  left  no  possibility  of  order,  consist- 
ency, vigour,  or  even  so  much  as  a  decent 
unity  of  colour  in  any  one  public  measure. 
'—It  is  a  tedious,  irksome  task.  My  duty 
may  call  me  to  open  it  out  some  other 
time;  on  a  former  occasion  *  I  tried  your 
temper  on  a  part  of  it ;  for  the  present  I 
shall  forbear. 

After  all  these  changes  and  agitations, 
your  immediate  situation  upon  the  question 
on  your  paper  is  at  length  brought  to  diis. 
You  have  an  act  of  parliament,  staling, 
that  *'  it  is  expedient  to  raise  a  revenue  in 
America/'  By  a  partial  repeal  you  anni- 
hilated the  greatest  part  of^  that  revenue,  . 
which  this  preamble  ueclares  to  be  so  ex* 
pedient.  You  have  substituted  no  other 
m  the  place  of  it.  A  secretary  of  state 
has  disclaimed,  in  the  King's  name,  atl 
thoughts  of  such  a  substitution  in  future* 
The  principle  of  this  disclaimer  ffoes  to  what 
has  been  left,  as  well  as  what  has  been  re- 
pealed. The  tax,  which  lingers  after  its 
companions,  (under  a  preamble  declaring 
an  American  revenue  expedient,  and  for  the 
sole  purpose  of  supporting  the  theory  of 
that  preamble)  militates  with  the  assurance 
authentically  conveyed  to  the  colonies ; 
and  is  an  exhaustless  source  of  jealousy 
and  animosity.  On  this  state  which  I  take 
to  be  a  fair  one ;  not  being  able  to  discern 
any  grounds  of  honour,  advantage,  peace, 
or  power,  for  adhering,  either  to  the  Act, 
or  to  the  preamble,  1  shall  vote  for  the 
question  which  leads  to  the  repeal  of  both. 

If  you  do  not  fall  in  with  this  motion, 
then  secure  something  to  fight  for,  consis- 


*  For  the  Debate  on  tbe  Resolotioos  moved 
by  Mr.  Burke,  May  8,  1770,  relating  lo  tbe 
Disorders  in  North  America,  see  Vol.  16,  p. 
1001. 
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tent  in  theory  and  Taluable  in  practice. 
If  you  mu8t  employ  your  itrengtfa,  employ 
it  to  uphold  you  in  some  honourable  right, 
or  some  profitable  wrong.  If  you  are  ap- 
prehensive that  the  concession  recom- 
mended  to  you»  though  prooerv  should  be 
a  means  of  drawing  on  you  further  but  un« 
reasonable  claims,  why  then  employ  your 
force  in  supporting  that  reasonable  con* 
cession  asainst  those  unreasonable  de- 
mands, lou  will  employ  it  with  more 
grace;  with  better  effect;  and  with  great 
probable  concurrence  of  all  the  quiet  and 
rational  people  in  the  provinces ;  who  are 
now  united  with,  and  hurried  away  by, 
the  violent;  having  indeed,  different  dis- 
positions,  but  a  common  interest.  If  you 
apprehend  that  on  a  concession  you  snail 
be  pushed  by  metaphysical  process  to  the 
extreme  linc»,  and  arffued  out  of  your 
whole  authority,  my  advice  is  this :  when 
you  have  recovered  your  old,  your  strong, 
your  tenable  position,  then  face  aboutL— 
stop  short-— do  nothing  more— reason  not 
at  all^oppose  the  ancient  policy  and  prac- 
tice of  Uie  empire,  as  a  rampart  against 
the  speculations  of  innovators  on  both 
sides  of  the  question ;  and  you  will  stand 
on  great,  manly,  and  sure  ground.  On 
this  solid  basis  fix  your  machines,  and 
tbev  will  draw  worlds  towards  youl 

xour  ministers,  in  their  own  and  his 
Majesty's  name,  have  already  adopted  the 
American  distinction  of  internal  and  ex- 
temal  duties.  It  is  a  distinction,  whatever 
merit  it  may  have,  that  was  originally 
moved  by  the  Americans  themselves ;  and 
I  think  they  will  acquiesce  in  it,  if  they 
are  not  pushed  with  too  much  logic  and 
too  little  sense,  in  all  the  consequences. 
That  is,  if  extenial  taxation  be  understood, 
as  they  and  you  understand  it  when  you 
please,  to  be  not  a  distinction  of  geogra- 
phy, but  of  policy ;  that  it  is  a  power  for 
regulating  trade,  and  not  for  supporting 
establishments.  The  distinction,  which  is 
as  nothing  with  regard  to  right,  is  of  most 
weighty  consideration  in  practice.  Re- 
cover your  old  ground,  and  your  old  tran- 
c^uillity — try  it-— I  am  persuaded  the  Ame- 
ricans will  compromise  with  you.  When 
confidence^  is  once  restored,  the  odious 
and  suspicious  summum  jus  will  perish  of 
course.  The  spirit  of  practicability,  of 
moderation,  and  mutual  convenience,  will 
never  call  in  geometrical  exactness  as  the 
arbitrator  of  an  amicable  settlement.  Con- 
sult and  follow  your  experience.  Let 
not  the  long  story  with  which  I  have  ex- 
ercised your  patience  prove  fruitless  to 
youir  interests. 


For  my  part,  I  abould  choose  l^if  leoiK 
have  my  wish)  that  the  proposiboo  of  tU 
hon. gentleman  (Mr. Fuller)  fortherepd 
could  go  to  America  without  the  atteni 
ance  of  the  penal  biUs.  Alone  I  cosi 
almost  answer  for  its  auocess.  I  ca 
be.certain  of  its  rec«)tion  in  the  bsd  cocif 
pany  it  may  keep.  In  soch  heterogeoeoi 
assortments,  the  most  mnocent  penoDvj 
lose  the  effect  orhis  innocency.  Tb(n^ 
you  should  send  out  this  angel  cf  peice, 
yet  you  are  sending  out  a  destroviogsnici 
too :  and  what  w<wdd  be  the  e&ct  of  tbe 
conflict  of  these  two  adverse  spirits,  « 
which  would  predominate  in  tlie  end, » 
what  I  dare  not  say ;  whether  the  leaiatf 
measures  would  cause  American  pasM 
to  subside,  or  the  severe  would  increase  iti 
fury — All  this  is  in  the  hand  of  Profideooe; 
yet  now,  even  now,  I  should  confide  ia 
the  prevailing  virtue,  and  efficadout  ope- 
ration of  lenity,  tliough  workiog  in  dark- 
ness, and  in  chaos,  in  the  midst  of  all  t^ 
unnatural  and  turbid  combiostioo.  i 
should  hope  it  <night  produce  order  aod 
beauty  in  the  end. 

Let  us,  Sir,  embrace  some  sjsten  or 
otlier  before  we  end  thia  session.  Do  j« 
mean  to  tax  America,  and  to  draw  a  pro- 
ductive revenue  from  thence  ?  If  you  do, 
speak  out ;  name,  fix,  ascertain  tlus  rete- 
nue;  settle  its  quantity ;  define  its  objects: 
provide  for  its  collection ;  and  theo  ^ 
when  you  have  something  to  fight  for.  ^ 
you  murder — rob !  If  you  kill,  take  pot^ 
session ;  and  do  not  appear  in  the  cbaiac* 
ter  of  madmen,  as  well  as  assassins,  vio^^ 
vindictive,  bloody,  and  tyrannical,  vitbout 
an  object.  But  may  better  counsel  guide 
you ! 

A^n,  and  again,  revert  to  jwt  di 
principles — seek  peace  and  ensue  it--letTe 
Amenca,  if  she  has  taxable  matter  io  {k^, 
to  tax  herself.  I  am  not  here  going  \^ 
the  distinctions  of  right,  nor  attempting 
to  mark  their  boundaries.  I  do  not  enter 
these  metaphysical  distinctions;  I  hatetbe 
very  sound  of  them.  Leave  the  Adu;^' 
cans  as  they  anciently  stood,  sod  these 
distinctions,  born  of  our  unhappy  ^^^ 
will  die  along  with  it.  Tliey,  and  ire,  and 
their  and  our  ancestors,  have  been  bappr 
under  that  system.  Let  the  memory  oj 
all  actions,  in  contradiction  to  that  good 
old  mode,  on  both  sides,  be  exllog^^^ 
for  ever.  Be  content  to  bind  America  ov 
laws  of  trade;  you  have  always  dooejl- 
Let  this  be  your  reason  for  binding  tln^ 
trade.  Do  not  burthen  them  by  wx^- 
you  were  not  used  to  do  so  from  we  oe- 
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pnning.  Let  ihia  be  your  reason  for  not 
Jixing.  These  are  the  arguments  of  states 
lad  kingdoms.  Leave  the  rest  to  the 
tchools;  for  there  only  they  may  be 
liscussed  with  safety.  But  if  intempe- 
"ately,  unwidely,  fatally,  you  sophisticate 
ind  poison  the  very  source  of  government, 
)j  urging  subtle  deductions,  and  conse- 
quences odious  to  those  you  govern,  from 
Jic  unlimited  and  illimitable  nature  of  su- 
preme sovereignty,  you  will  teach  them 
>y  these  nseans  to  call  that  sovereignty 
taelf  in  questton.  When  you  drive  him 
lard,  the  boar  wiH  surely  turn  upon  the 
lunters.  If  that  sovereignty  and  their 
reedom  cannot  be  reconciled,  which  will 
iiey  take?  They  will  cast  your  sove- 
-eigntv  in  your  face.  No  body  will  be 
irgued  into  slavery.  Sir,  let  the  gentle- 
nen  on  the  other  side  call  forth  all  their 
ibility ;  let  the  best  of  them  get  up,  and 
;ell  me,  what  one  character  of  liberty  the 
A^mericans  have,  and  what  one  brand  of 
slavery  they  are  free  from,  if  they  are 
lound  in  their  property  and  industry,  by 
ill  the  restraints  vou  can  imagine  on  com- 
merce, and  at  the  same  time  are  ihade 
pack-horses  of  every  tax  you  choose  to 
impose,  without  the  least  share  in  grant- 
ing them  >  When  thev  bear  the  burthens 
of  unlimited  monopoly,  will  you  bring 
tbem  to  bear  the  burthens  of  unlimited 
revenue  too  ?  Tlie  Englishman  in  Ame- 
rica will  feel  that  this  is  slavery — that  jt  is 
egal  slavery,  will  be  no  compensation, 
either  to  his  feelings  or  his  understanding. 
A  noble  lord,*  who  spoke  some  time 
igo,  is  full  of  the  fire  of  ingenuous  youth ; 
^nd  when  he  has  modelled  the  ideas  of  a 
ively  imagination  by  further  experience, 
[ie  will  be  an  ornament  to  his  country  in 
either  House.  He  has  said,  that  the  Ame- 
ricans are  our  children  ;  and  how  can  they 
revok  against  their  parent  ?  He  says,  that 
f  they  are  not  free  in  their  present  state, 
Bngland  is  tiot  free ;  because  Manchester, 
ind  other  considerable  places,  are  not  re- 
>resented.  So  thet),  because  some  towns 
n  England  are  not  represented^  America 
s  to  have  no  representative  at  all.  They 
sre  "  our  children;^  but  when  children 
isk  for  bread,  w^  are  not  to  give  a  stone, 
[s  it  because  the  natural  resistance  of 
:1iings,  and  the^various  mutatitnis  of  time, 
lioders  oar  government,  or  any  scheme 
>f  government,  from  lieing  any  more  than 
I  sort  of  approximation  to  the  right,  is  it 

*  Lord  CarBsartheo,  aflcrwanls  Duke  of 
Leeas. 
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therefore  that  the  colonies  are  to  recede 
from  it  infinitely  ?  When  this  child  of  ours 
wishes  to  assimilate  to  its  parent,  and  to 
reflect  with  a  true  filial  resemblance  the 
beauteous  coontenance  of  British  liberty ; 
are  we  to  turn  to  them  the  shameful  parts 
of  our  constttutioD  ?  Are  we  to  give  tbem 
our  weakhess  for  their  strength ;  our  op- 
probrium for  their  glory ;  and  the  slough 
of  slavery,  which  we  are  not  able  to  work 
ofi;  tq  serve  them  for  their  freedom  ? 

If  this  be  the  case,  ask  yourselves  this 
question,  will  they  be  content  in  such  a 
state  of  shivery  i  If  not,  look  to  the  con- 
sequences. Reflect  how  you  are  to  go- 
vern a  people,  who  think  they  ought  to 
be  free,  and  think  they  are  not*  Your 
scheme  yields  no  revenue ;  it  yields  no- 
thing but  discontent,  disorder,  digobe- 
dience ;  and  such  is  the  state  of  America, 
that  after  wading  up  to  your  eyes  in  blood 
you  could  onl}'  end  just  where  you  begun  ; 
that  is,  to  tax  where  no  revenue  is  to  be 
found,  to— my  voice  fails  me ;  my  inclina- 
tion indeed  carries  me  no  further — all  is 
confusion  beyond  it. 

Well,  Sir,  I  have  recovered  a  little,  and 
before  I  sit  down  I  must  say  something  to 
another  point  with  which  gentlemen  urge 
us.  What  Is  to  become  of  the  Declara- 
tory Act  asserting  the  entireness  of  British 
legislative  authority,  if  we  abandon  ttit 
practice  of  taxation? 

For  my  part  I  look  upon  the  rights 
stated  in  that  Act,  exactly  in  the  manner 
in  which  I  viewed  them  on  its  very  first 
proposition,  and  which  I  have  often  taken 
the  liberty,  with  great  humility,  to  lay  be- 
fore you.  I  look,  I  say,  on  the  imperial 
rights  of  Great  Britain,  and  the  privileges 
which  the  colonists  ought  to  enjoy  under 
these  rights,  to  be  just  the  most  recoa- 
cileable  things  in  the  world.  The  pariia- 
ment  of  Great  Britain  sits  at  the  head  of 
her  extensive  empire  in  two  capacities: 
one  as  the  local  legislature  of  this  island, 
providing  for  idl  thiifgs  at  home,  immc- 
diatdy,  and  by  no  other  instrument  than 
the  executive  power. — ^The  other,  and  I  - 
think  her  nobler  capacity  is  what  1  call 
her  imperial  character ;  m  which,  as  from 
the  throne  of  heaven,  she  superintends  all 
the  several  inferior  legislatures,  and  guides, 
and  controls  them  all  without  annihilating 
any.  As  aH  these  provincial  legislatures 
are  only  co-ordinate  to  each  other,  they 
ought  all  to  be  subordinate  i6  her ;  else 
they  can  neither  preserve  mutual  peace, 
nor  hope  for  mutual  justice,  nor  effi?Gtual)y 
Bthrd  mulael  aasistaooe.    It  is  necessaiy 
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to  coerce  the  negligent,  to  restriun  the 
violent,  and  to  aid  the  weak  and  deficient, 
by  the  over-ruling  plenitude  of  her  power. 
She  is  never  to  intrude  into  the  pkce  of 
the  others,  whilst  they  are  equal  to  the 
common  ends  of  their  institution.  But  in 
order  to  enable  parliament  to  answer  all 
these  ends  of  provident  and  beneficent 
superintendance,  her  powers  must  be 
boundless.  The  gentlemen  who  think  the 
powers  of  parliament  limited,  may  please 
themselves  to  talk  of  requisitions.  But 
suppose  the  requisitions  are  not  obeyed  I 
'Wnat !  Shall  there  be  no  reserved  power 
in  the  empire,  to  supply  a  deficiency  which 
may  weaken,  divide,  and  dissipate  the 
whole  I  We  are  ensaged  in  war — the  Se- 
cretary of  State  calls  upon  the  colonies  to 
contribute — some  would  do  it,  I  think 
most  would  cheerfully  furnish  whatever  b 
demanded-— one  or  two,  suppose,  hang 
back,  and  easing  themselves,  let  tlie  stress 
of  the  draught  lie  on  the  others^^surely  it 
is  proper,  that  some  authority  might  legally 
say — '<  Tax  yourselves  for  the  common 
supply,  or  parliament  will  do  it  for  you.'' 
This  backwardness  was,  as  I  am  told, 
actually  the  case  of  Pennsylxrania  for  some 
short  time  towards  the  beginnkig  of  the 
last  war,  owing  to  some  internal  dissen- 
tions  in  the  colony.  But,  whether  the 
fact  were  so,  or  otherwise,  the  case  is 
equally  to  be  provided  for  by  a  competent 
sovereign  power.  But  then  this  ought  to 
be  no  ordinary  power ;  nor  ever  used  in 
the  first  instance.  This  is  what  I  meant, 
when  I  have  said  at  various  times,  that  I 
consider  the  power  of  taxing  in  parliament 
as  an  instrument  of  empire,  and  not  as  a 
means  of  supply. 

Such,  Sir,  is  my  idea  of  the  constitution 
•f  the  British  empire,  as  distinguished 
from  the  constitution  of  Britain ;  and  on 
these  grounds  I  think  subordination  and 
liberty  may  be  sufficiently  reconciled 
through  the  whole;  whether  to  serve  a 
vefining  speculatist,  or  a  factious  dema- 
gogue, 1  Know  not;  but  enough  surely 
for  the  ease  and  happiness  of  man. 

Sir,  whilst  we  held  this  happy  course, 
we  drew  more  from  the  colonies  than  all 
the  impotent  violence  of  despotism  ever 
could  extort  from  them.  We  did  this 
abundantly  in  the  last  war.  It  has  never 
been  once  denied— and  what  reason  have 
we  to  imagine  that  the  colonies  would  not 
have  proceeded  in  supplying  government 
as  liberally,  if  you  had  not  stepped  in  and 
hindered  them  from  contributing,  by  in- 
terrupting Xh%  channel  ia  which  their  li- 


berality flowed  with  so  strong  a  coone: 
by  attempting  to  take,  instead  of  betag 
satisfied  to  receive.  Sir  William  Ten^ 
says,  that  Holland  has  loaded  itself  wAl 
ten  times  the  impositions  which  it  re- 
volted from  Spain,  rather  than  aubmit  to. 
He  says  true.  Tyranny  is  a  p(K>r  provider. 
It  knows  neither  how  to  accumulate,  not 
how  to  extract. 

I  charge  therefore  to  this  new  and  na- 
fortunate  system  the  loaa  not  only  of 
peace,  of  union,  and  of  commerce^  but 
even  of  revenue,  which  ita  friends  are 
contending  for. — It  is  morally  certaia, 
that  we  have  lost  at  least  a  nriilion  of  fiee 
grants  since  the  peace.  I  think  we  have 
lost  a  great  deal  more ;  and  that  those  who 
look  tor  a  revenue  from  the  provinces, 
never  could  have  pursued,  even  in  tbit 
light,  a  course  more  directly  repugnant  to 
their  purposes. 

Now,  Sir,  I  trust  I  have  shewn,  first  m 
that  narrovir  ground  which  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman measured,  that  you  are  like  to  k» 
nothing  by  complying  with  the  motion, 
except  what  you  have  lost  already.  I 
have  shewn  afterwards,  that  in  time  d 
peace  you  flourished  in  commerce,  axid 
when  war  required  it,  had  sufficient  aid 
from  the  colonies,  while  you  pursued  yoyr 
antient  policy ;  that  you  threw  every  tiikf 
into  confusion  when  you  made  the  Staisp 
Act ;  and  that  you  restored  every  thing  to 
peace  and  order  when  you  repealed  it  1 
nave  shewn  that  the  revival  or  the  systesi 
of  taxation  has  produced  the  very  wortf 
efiects;  and  that  the  partial  repeal  fass 
produced,  not  partial  good,  but  univcnsi 
evil.  .Let  these  considerations,  founded 
on  facts,  not  one  of  which  can  be  denied, 
bring  us  back  to  your  reason  by  the  rosd 
of  your  experience. 

I  cannot,  as  I  have  said,  answer  for 
mixed  measures;  but  surely  this  mixture 
of  lenity  would  give  the  whole  a  better 
chance  of  success.  When  vou  once  re- 
gain confidence,  the  way  will  be  clear  be> 
tore  you.  Then  you  may  enforce  the  Ad 
of  Navigation  when  it  ought  to  be  ea- 
forced.  Tou  will  yourselves  <^>en  it  where 
it  ought  still  further  to  be  opened.  Pro- 
ceed in  what  you  do,  whatever  you  do, 
from  policy,  and  not  firom  rancour.  Let 
us  act  like  men^  let  us  act  like  statesmen. 
Let  us  hold  some  sort  of  consistent  con- 
duct—It is  agreed  that  a  revenue  is  not  ta 
be  had  in  America.  If  we  lose  the  profit, 
let  us  get  rid  of  the  odium. 

On  this  business  of  America  I  coofem  I 
am  serious^  even  to  sadness.    I  have  haii 
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rat  one  opioion  concerning  it  since  I  sat, 
md  before  I  sat,  in  parliament.  The 
loble  lord  (North)  will,  as  usual,  pro- 
>ablv,  attribute  the  part  taken  by  me  and 
ny  friends  in  this  business,  to  a  desire  of 
getting  his  places.  Let  him  enjoy  this 
lappy  and  original  idea.  If  I  deprived 
lim  of  it,  I  should  take  away  most  of  his 
nt,  and  all  his  argument.  But  I  had 
ather  bear  the  brunt  of  all  his  wit,  and 
ndeed  blows  much  heavier,  than  stand 
nswerable  to  God  for  embracing  a  system 
hat  tends  to  the  destruction  of  some  of 
he  very  best  and  fairest  of  his  works.  But 

know  the  map  of  England,  as  well  as 
he  noble  lord,  or  as  any  other  person; 
nd  1  know  that  the  way  1  take  is  not  the 
oad  to  oreferment.  My  excellent  and 
lonourable  friend  under  me  on  the  floor, 
Mr.  Dowdeswell)  has  trod  that  road 
rith  great  toil  for  upwards  of  twenty 
'ears  together.  He  is  not  yet  arrived  at 
he  noble  lord's  destination.  However, 
he  tracks  of  my  worthy  friend  are  those 
\  have  ever  wished  to  follow ;  because  1 
:now  they  lead  to  honour.  Long  may 
ve  tread  the  same  road  together;  who- 
!ver  may  accompany  us,  or  whoever  may 
Rugh  at  us  on  our  journey!  I  honestly 
tnd  solemnly  declare,  1  have  in  all  seasons 
idhered  to  Uie  system  of  1766,  for  no 
aher  reason,  than  that  I  think  it  laid  deep 
n  your  truest  interests — and  that,  by 
imiting  the  exercise,  it  fixes  on  the 
imnest  foundations,  a  real,  consistent, 
veil-grounded  authority  in  parliament. 
Jntil  you  come  back  to  that  system,  there 
rill  be  no  peace  for  England. 

Mr.  Sohcitor  General  Wedderbum*  I 
im  not  willing  to  trouble  the  House 
ong  upon  this  occasion,  as  it  is  impossible 
o  say  any  thing  that  has  not  been  touched 
»n  before;  but  I  cannot  accede  to  the 
iharacters  the  hon.  eentleman  has  given ; 

differ  much  from  him  in  the  character  of 
hat  great  man,  the  late  Mr.  Grenville,  of 
irhom  I  shall  always  speak  with  venera« 
ion;  but  I  cannot,  Sir,  help  thinking, 
hat  if  you  repeal  this  Act,  the  Americans 
rill  consider  you  weak  in  the  highest  de* 
^ree,  and  receive  it  in  the  same  manner 
a  if  you  had  done  it  through  fear.  The 
lisposition  to  deny  your  authority  in 
^.merica,  was  long  before  the  passing  or 
epealing  the  Stamp  Act.  The  assembly 
;adre88  the  council,  how  an  act  of  the  le- 
^slalure  came  to  be  enrolled  in  their  sta- 
ute  book,  not  assented  to  by  them.  Was 
his  not  a  flagrant  instance  of  their  rebel* 
ioua  dispositioD?    They  consider  fdl  the 


Acts  that  restrain  trade  as  illegal,  and 
they  want  to  treat  with  you  upon  an  inde» 
pendent  footing ;  but  if  you  give  up  this 
tax,  it  is  not  here  that  you  must  stop,  you 
will  be  required  to  give  up  much  more, 
nay,  to  give  up  all.  Much  has  been  ^aid 
about  requisition ;  but  1  wish  gentlemen 
would  consider  how,  and  in  what  n'lanner 
the  ministers  of  this  country,  treating  with 
the  assemblies  of  America,  are  to  raise 
the  money  without  the  aid  of  their  legisla- 
ture. '  • 

Mr.  Burke  rose  to  explain,  that  he  did 
not  mean  to  cast  the  least  slur  upon  the 
character  of  the  late  Mr.  GrenviAe ;  and 
concluded  with  saying,  he  would  not  raise 
the  bodies  of  the  dead,  to  make  them  vam- 
pires to  suck  out  the  virtues  of  the  living. 

Mr.  Charles  Fox,  Let  us  consider,  Sir^ 
what  is  the  state  America  appears  in  to 
this  country ;  the  Americans  will  appear 
as  useful  subjects,  if  you  use  them  with 
that  temper  and  lenity  which  you  ought 
to  do.  When  the  Stamp  Act  was  repeal- 
ed, murmurs  ceased,  and  quiet  succeeded. 
Taxes  have  produced  a  contrary  beha- 
viour ;  they  have  been  succeeded  by  riots 
and  disturbances.  Here  is  an  absolute 
dereliction  of  the  authority  of  this  coun- 
try. It  has  been  said,  that  America  is  not 
represented  here,  but  virtually  the  Ame- 
ricans are  full  as  virtually  taxed,  a9  vir«- 
tually  represented.  A  tax  can  only  be 
laid  for  three  purposes ;  the  first  for  a 
commercial  regulation,  the  second  for  a 
revenue,  and  the  third  for  asserting  your 
right.  As  to  the  two  first,  it  has  clearly 
been  denied  it  is  for  either ;  as  to  the  lat- 
ter, it  Is  only  done  with  a  view  to  irritate 
and  declare  war  there,  which,  if  you  per- 
sist in,  I  am  clearly  of  opinion  you  wiM 
efiect,  or  force  into  open  rebellion. 
.  Lord  Beauchamp.  Sir,  I  should  not  in- 
trude at  this  late  hour  of  the  night,  did  I 
not  wish  to  express  my  thoughts,  that  the 
Americans  are  not  contending  for  the 
mode  of  taxation,  but  the  right.  Some 
years  ago,  when  this  Actwas  passed,  com- 
binations took  place,  in  order  to  oppose 
that  authority  which  you  wish  to  exert. 
Measures  are  now  adopted  to  induce  them 
to  consent  to  this  Act,  not  by  force,  bpt 
by  means  which  I  hope  will  bring  them  to 
a  sense  of  their  duty.  Had  this  repeal 
been  proposed  some  sessions  ago,  I  should 
most  probably  have  adopted  it ;  but  the 
present  disturbances  in  America  totally 
prevent  my  giving  my  consent  to  it.  i 
think  it  impracticable  to  repeal  it,  because 
we  give  Up  our  right ;  and  I  am  not  pi»* 
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pared  to  say,  that  at  bo  future  motnent  I 
would  tax  America.  There  may  be  iiwea 
when  the  necessity  of  aupplytng  the  exi- 
gencies of  this:  country  may  demand  thaC 
aid ;  and  therefore  I  would  exert  our  au- 
tjbority  now  by  a  practicable  claim  of 
Bight,  which  1  hope  will  not  hereafter  be 
disputed. 

General  Burgoyne.  Sir,  I  look  upon 
America  to  be  our  child,  which  I  think  we 
have  already  spoiled  by  too  much  in- 
dulgence. We  are  desired  to  conciliate 
itjeasurea  wkb  the  Americana ;  I  look  upon 
Ibis  measure  to  have  a  totally  different 
effect;  I  think  it  a  misuse  of  time  to  go 
into  a  committee*  and  that  even  the  en- 
quiry, the  news  of  which  will  soon  reach 
America,  will  tend  to  nothing  but  to  raise 
l^eats,  andjiot  appease,  but  irritate  and 
disturb  the  more.  It  is  aaid,  if  you  re- 
move this  duty,  you  will  remove  all  griev- 
ances in  America ;  but  I  am  apprefaaftsive 
that  it  is  the  right  of  taxatioli  they  ctm- 
tend  about,  and  not  the  tax ;  it  is  the  in- 
dependent state  of  that  country  upom  the 
legislature  of  this,  which  is  contended  for; 
bnt,  Sir,  1  am  ready  to  reeitt  that  proposi- 
tion, and  to  contend,  at  any  future  time, 
against  such  independence.  I  will  not 
enter  into  the  characters  of  people,  nor 
will  I  caH  the  great  person  who  pkinned 
these  measures  a  cherubim*  seraphim,  or 
arch-angel;  but,  as  a  man,  I  believe  he 
has  a  good  head  and  an  honest  heart. — 
[The  Hoose  here  seemed  very  notsy,  and 
did  not  attend.]  He  therefore  s^t  down, 
eoncluding,  that  he  wished  to  see  Ame- 
rica convinced  by  persuasion  rather  than 
the  swonL 

Mr.  T.  ToumshejuL  Sir,  I  wish  mneh 
to  go  into  a  committee  upon  thn  occasion, 
because  the  tea  duty,  as  an  jobject  of  re- 
venae,  is  unworthy  yoar  consideration; 
but  it  is  an  object  wiiich,  when  once  re- 
anoved  from  the  Americana,  will  give  ease 
aad  satisfaction  to  thetr  mmds;  and  it  is 
preserved  by  you  merely  to  keep  up  a 
continual  contest.  I  wiH  not  go  back  to 
the  ground  of  ai^umenta  whidi  bs  been  so 
often  trod,  and  which  I  wish  had  not  been 
brought  forth  as  the  groond  of  formerpro^ 
eeedings,  mixiag  them  with  the  present. 
I  shali  look  upon  this  comosittee,  if  grant- 
ed, tm  the  pnekide  to  that  peace  which  yoa 
Irbnt  to  restore  to  Aowrlca,  and  nail 
Aerefore  give  asy  hearty  aflnmativck. 

Lond  Clare.  Every  man  who  has 
^oknn  on  this  oocasioB,  baa  pmdently 
avoided  ^oiog  into  any  tfabg  that  gave 
vsetothe  original  tasatioo.    laasaorry 
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to  fiod  that  there  is  even  a  ncgitive  Toice 
against .  continuuig  this  tax ;  ^  as  1 M 
there  is  dissention  upon  the  occa»on,  k 
will  give  room  to  the  Araeiicaas  to  mj 
that  the  question  was  much  debated,  toi 
far  from  being  unanimous ;  they  will  opn 
that  account,  hold  resistance  to  the  mea- 
sure to  be  a  good  ground  for  some  time  or 
other  producing  a  repeal.  I  could  har« 
wished  to  have  seen  the  House  aeariy 
unanimous  against  the  motion,  as  I  la 
afraid  our  differences  here  will  coaateouKc 
resistance  there.  What,  Sir,  would  tfa^ 
have  us  surrender  tlie  right  of  Great  Bri- 
tain ?  It  is  impossible,  in  the  nature  of 
things,,  that  he  can  carry  this  queftion; 
and  instead  of  my  hon.  friend  (Mr.  Folkr) 
wishbg  to  restore  peace  and  quietude,  be 
will  6nd  he  is  whetting  his  aword  that  it 
may  cut  with  a  keener  edge. 

Mr.  BuUer.  8ir,  I  would  treat  the 
Americans  aa  subjects  of  Great  Britain, 
and  think  them  liable  to  be  taxed  a  vd! 
as  any  others.  I  am  afraid  that  sU  tbeee 
disturbances  have  been  owing  to  a  dange 
of  measures  in  this  country.  I  tbioiL  a 
repeal  of  this  Act  will  have  a  bid  e^ 
and  you  will  not  know  where  it  wiU  end. 

Mr.  Frederick  Montagu.  Sir,  I  ftd  i 
strong  inclination  to  trouble  the  Howeoo 
this  occasion.  There  muat  be  ooe  » 
preme  right  of  taxing,  I  allow,  but  I  tluDk 
It  inexpedient  at  present  to  eaerciK  it, 
and  that  the  only  proper  way  of  taxing  of 
America,  is  through  the  medium  of  ooo- 
menee,  uid  not  by  hard  money.  If  toii 
motion  is  rejected,  I  do  not  think  it  vfl 
carry  the  appearance  aa  if  wa  meant  to  be 
pacific 

Colonel  Barre.  I  have  moken,  Sir,  (o^ 
on  this  afiau-,  in  what  I  have  ssid  atdif- 
ferent  times  before,  and  it  is  itaposNblel^ 
tread  the  same  ground^  and  ta  make  it 
pleasant  to  the  sasae  hearers.  It  hai  beei 
aaid  that  millions  have  been  ooUeeladfna 
this  country  for  the  use  of  Amanca;  M 
it  ottglit  to  be  considered*  that  the  UroiEe 
ofwar  has  been  given  in  many  af kis  Mi* 
jesty's  donuobna^  someaioMS  nececavyh 
one,  soooetimes  in  asiother,  and  vfaereifr 
an  injury  has  been  sferiaok,  tkam  C"^ 
Britain  reseats  iL  This  taa  Jias  been  sa^ 
to  be  not  a  fruitful  one;  I  think  its  vaT 
^ruitfid  one,  for  it  faaa  ptodaeed  lioif  •» 
disturbances ;  it  Im*  beea  rcaisttdi  i^"* 
dooe  its  duty,  kt  iv  diaann  it.  i  bx* 
been  much  quolad  far  reqniaiCiaDs;  if^ 
wi^  midce  them  witli  saaw  addtais,  ti^ 
aFitteomply.  Ite»ebeBnals*<|aDCidw 
the  olive imHMh;JL  aay^  fwikmisku^ 
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cveral  mHlms  in  the  Bast,  aad  nowlmk 
or  a  revenue  from  *  pcpper^com  m  tiie 
A^est.  This  you  n'M  haye  ta  iay  to  your 
:harge»  that  vou  will  whet  ydor  swonb  ia 
he  bowels  ot  ^our  own  subjedit  and  «at>- 
lacre  many  of  your  fdlow-creatupM,  who 
lo  not  kaow  uader  what  eoostitutaoB  of 
government  they  live^  by  enforcing  this 
ax.  You  will  at  last  resort  to  that  ro» 
Dtatic  idea  of  requiaition.^^The  House 
ras  very  nois^,  and  did  not  give  oMMsh 
ittention  to  him,  which  pseveated  baa 
rom  speaking,  as  he  had  unudly  doae. 

Lord  N<^h  said,  he  was  ashamed  to 
ake  up  the  tine  of  the  House  at  thai  late 
LOUT  of  the  night,  and  the  more  so,  as 
rhat  he  had  to  say  chiefly  related  to  faim- 
df.  He  gave  an  account  of  tiie  letter 
vhich  Mr.  Burke  had  read  from  lord 
^iUsborough  to  tbe  Americaas,  and  stated 
he  matter  of  its  contents  in  tiie  best  light 
le  could.  His  krdship  said,  this  letter  of 
roBcession  was  far  from  i|aietittg  the  aainds 
ff  the  Americaos ;  that  they  were  guilty 
>f  all  riots  and  disturbanoes ;  that  the  non- 
mportation  agreement  was  as  inmadent 
ind  futile  a  measure  as  ever  exiated ;  and 
le  was  ghid  he  did  not,  at  that  time,  prO" 
>ose  the  repeal  of  that  tax,  when  all  the 
-esolutions  of  the  town-meetings  denied 
Jbe  authori^of  this  country.  Nothing 
lut  wisdom  on  our  side,  and  prudence  on 
heirs,  caa  bring  them  to  a  better  temper. 
rhe  tea  tax  is  not  an  inconsiderable  re- 
renne.  Convince  your  colonies  that  you 
ftre  able,  and  not  afraid  to  controal  them, 
uid  depend  upon  it,  obedience  wiU  be  the 
^esuk  of  yaur  deliberation;  let  us  conduct 
ourselves  with  firmness  and  rasdutioa 
iiroughout  the  whole  of  these  measures, 
End  there  is  not  the  least  doubt  but  peace 
•nd  quietude  will  soon  be  i^tored* 

Mr.  DomdemnM.  I  wish  the  noble  lord 
aould  oaasider  what  will  be  the  result  of 
dieae  aieasuves.  I  apprehend  the  coase- 
:]ueneeB  will  be  dangerous«  We  are  now 
m  great  diffioulties;  let  us  vesolae  ta  de 
nmtice,  before  it  k  too  late. 

The  Haase,  at  twenty  minutes  past 
deveofdhraded.    The  Yeas  went  forth. 
Tellers. 

v^^.c Mr.  Frederick  Montagu  j   ^^ 
^"•jMr.Byng       ...-$**' 

»/%•«  S  ^«  Chajdes  Towoshend  {  «qo 
'^^'^^J Mr.  Cooper    .    -    -    A^^ 
So  it  passed  intfie  negative. 

BBh0ie  MiAe  Omwtmtm  the  BiUJkr 
\he  impartial  Adminisiratimi  ffJmttiqf  in 


Ma$$aAu$a't  Ba^.l  April  SI.  Lord 
North  presented  the  Bid,  **  For  tbe  im« 
partial  admiaistmtbn  of  justiae  in  tka 
cases  of  persons  questioned  for  any  acts 
done  by  them  m  the  execution  of  the  bw, 
or  for  the  suppression  of  riots  and  tunmks^ 
in  the  province  of  Massachuset's  Bay,  in 
Ve^  England."  The  BiU  was  read  a  first 
tiaM;  apan  which, 

Mr.  SavdMdme  rose,  saying,  Sir,  i  ant 
estentflbed  at  the  nable  lord's  proceeding, 
in  briaging  in  a  BiU  of  the  ntmost  conse- 
qnenoe,  at  a  time  when  there  is  so  thin  a 
House.  [There  were  onfy  forty-ona 
mcmbeta.]  It  is  an  improper  time ;  it  la 
takkig  tts  bv  surpriee;  k  ia  cowardly. 
But,  Sir,  I  shouki  think  myself  highly  un* 
worthy  a  seat  in  this  assembly,  wefe  I  ca 
sufibr  so  nemlcious  a  Bill  to  pass  in  any 
stage,  wittiout  giving  my  hea^  negative 
to  a.  I  will  oppose  itevery  timel  havean 
opportunity,  although  I  do  not  imagine  I 
shall  be  much  attended  to.  This  is  a 
Bdl,  Sir,  of  such  a  ridiculous  and  crud 
nature,  that  I  really  am  astonished  ho# 
any  person  could  think  of  flMikiag  it. 
Does  the  aeUe  lord  think  that  a  man  who 
chances  to  see  a  person  murdered  in 
America,  will  come  over  here  as  aa  evi* 
dence  against  tbe  aggressor?  D#ss  the- 
noble  lora  think  liiat  any  American  would 
haaard  a  trial  here,  or  that  he  would  ex« 
pect  to  have  justice  done  bias,  if  he  was  to 
come  orer?  Then,  Sir,  a  petaon  would  be 
brought  over  here  to  be  tried,  and  vou 
would  have  evidences  only  on  one  side  $ 
but  I  imagine  if  those  evidences  should 
not  be  sufficient,  evidence  here,  who  never 
saw  the  transaction,  would  he  proeuredi 
and  the  criminal  acquitted.  I  planily 
Ibiesee  the  dangerous  consequences  of 
this  Bill;  it  is  meant  to  ensbve  America; 
and  the  saose  minister  who  means  to  en- 
tlave  them,  would,  if  he  had  an  opportu* 
nity,  enslave  England ;  it  is  his  aim,  and 
what  he  wishes  to  do ;  but  I  sincerely 
hope  the  Americans  will  not  admit  .of  tfaie 
execution  of  these  destructive  BHIb^  but 
nobly  refuse  them  ;  if  they  do^Mt,  they 
are  the  most  abject  slaves  that  ever  tlie 
eart^  produced,  and  nothing  that  the  mi« 
nlster  can  do  is  base  enough  for  them. 

Lord  North.  Sir,  I  thmk  myself  called 
upon  to  vindicate  my  conduct  for  bringing 
in  the  Bill  in  so  thin  a  House.  Sir,  wa«  I 
to  know  there  would  be  km  mfembem 
attend  ?  I  dkl  as  I  promised  I  would  do, 
which  was,  to  bring  m  the  Bill  m  soon  aa 
it  was  ready;  it  was  bat  just  flnbhed 
whan  i  braoghtit,  andllitHe  oKpeeted  to 
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laye  any  debate  upon  it  in  thii  stage :  I 
thought^  Sir,  the  debate  would  be  upon 
the  second  reading  ;  it  usually  is  so ;  and 
I  sincerely  hope  when  this  Bill  is  read  a 
second  time,  that  we  shall  have  a  Tery  full 
House,  and  that  every  gentleman  will  give 
his  opinion  upon  it.  I  wish  to  have  it 
thoroughly  discussed,  and  if  it  should  be 
found  to  be  a  bad  Bill,  in  God's  name 
throw  it  out;  but  if  odierwise,  you  can- 
not be  too  unanimous  in  assenting  to  it ; 
the  more  unanimity  there  is,  the  stronger 
c&ct  it  will  have.  As  to  its  being  meant 
to  enslave  America,  I  deny  it,  I  have  no 
auch  intention ;  it  is  an  unpleasant,  but 
necessary  step  to  bring  them  to  a  sense  of 
their  duty ;  tnat  assertion  has  much  the 
aame  truth  in  it  as  what  has  been  before 
said,  that  the  Americans  had  seen  their 
error,  and  were  willing  to  satisfy  the 
East  India  Company.  Sir,  there  is  a  ship 
arrived,  I  think  her  name  is  the  Fortune, 
captain  Goreham ;  she  arrived  in  Boston 
harbour  the  latter  end  of  February,  or  be* 
ginning  of  March  1774,  I  cannot  say 
which ;  she  was  loaded  with  tea  ;  the  in- 
habitants came  immediately  and  unloaded 
her,  and  emptied  the  contents  of ,  her 
car^o  into  the  sea.  Is  this.  Sir,  seeing 
their  error  ?  Is  this.  Sir,  reforming  ?  Is 
this  making  restitution  to  the  East  India 
Company  ?  Surely  no  gentleman  will,  after 
this,  urge  any  thing  in  their  defence. 
Thehon.  gentleman  has  said  this  Bill  is  a 
pernicious  one ;  I  trust,  when  gentlemen 
come  to  consider  it,  they  will  see  it  quite 
otherwise. 

Sir  Thomas  FraiM^atd  rose  only  to  ac- 
quaint the  House,  that  he,  yesterday 
lutemoon,  after  the  House  broke  up,  was 
ahewn  a  letter  which  a  friend  of  his  had 
received  from  Boston,  dated  March  1774, 
which  mentioned  the  tea  beinji^  destroyed, 
which  was  the  cargo  of  captain  Goreham, 
as  the  poble  lord  had  mentioned. 

Mr.  Byng.  Sir,  I  cannot  help  rising 
to  oppose  this  Bill.  I  agree  with  my 
worthy  friend,  that  it  is  a  most  pernicious 
Bill,  and,  I  fear,  made  with  no  good  in- 
tention. I  realljT  am  surprised  at  the 
noble  lord,  who  said,  his  wish  was  to  make 
the  laws  in  America  as  near  as  possible  to 
our  own.  Is  this  Bill  any  thing  like  it? 
No,  it  is  quite  the  reverse;  dragging 
people  from  one  country  to  another  to 
give  evidence,  u  such  a  proposition  as  I 
never  heard  before,  nor  could  nave  thought 
of;  but.  Sir,  every  person  must  know,  and 
will  allow,  that  the  noble  lord  finds  his 
other  two  Bills  are  so  defective  and  dan- 


gerous, that  no  person  will  venture  to  pot 
them  into  execution ;  he  is  therefore 
obliged  to  have  recourse  to  a  third,  to  la- 
demnify  such  persons  as  shall  be  coocerned 
in  executing  his  destructive  project.  1 
shall  oppose  this  Bill  every  time  1  have  an 
opportunity,  and  I  trust  every  lover  of  his 
country  will  do  the  same.  He  further 
said,  that  whatever  professions  of  caDdoor 
were  thrown  out,  he  should  trust  to  tbea 
with  great  caution ;  that  for  his  part  these 
attacks  made  abroad,  seemed  to  be  in- 
tended  to  prepare  men's  minds  for  mea- 
sures of  a  similar  nature  to  be  enforced  at 
home ;  and  that  the  conduct  and  com- 
plexion of  public  measures  in  genen! 
wore  the  appearance  of  a  systematic  d^ 
sign  of  enslaving  the  people,  as  well  ii 
Great  Britain  as  the  cdooies. 

Lord  Beauchamp.  I  really  am  sur- 
prised, Sir,  to  hear  an  hon.  gentleman  atjr, 
that  every  person  must  know  that  the  two 
former  Bills  are  defective.  Sir,  I  vS! 
venture  to  say  the  &ct  is  otherwise;  erm 
person  must  allow  they  are  neoesaaiyftr 
the  preservation  of  peace,  and  restoriog 
the  Americans  to  a  sense  of  their  do^. 
Does  the  hon.  gentleman  think  the  sol^ 
diery  at  Boston  will  act  without  they  are 
indemnified?  Ko;  they  could  not.  No 
person  would  execute  the  laws  half  sovefi, 
was  this  Bill  not  to  pass.  I  think  it  &  B^ 
cessarvBill;  it  will  make  their  triakbr 
juries  like  ours,  which  are  so  much  ap- 
proved of;  and  I  shall  give  my  hearty^- 
firmative  to  it. 

Mr.  Sambfidge.  Sir,  I  rise  to  expIaiD 
to  the  noble  loni  why  i  think  it  a  penid- 
ous  Bill.  I  am  certain,  that  however  will- 
ing I  might  be  to  bring  an  offender  to  jot' 
tice,  was  I  to  see  a  murder  committed  ia 
London,  my  love  of  justice  might  iodoce 
me  to  go  to  any  part  of  the  coootiyto 
appear  as  an  evidence;  but  I  asBoie  the 
noble  lord  I  would  not  go  over  to  Amffica 
on  any  account,  nor  for  any  mandate  that 
he  could  issue;  and  I  believe  that  the 
noble  lord  will  allow,  that  not  soy  na 
would  induce  him  to  go  over  now ;  theI^ 
fore  we  have  the  same  right  ta  imagio^ 
that  people  in  America  wul  not  come  o^ 
here.  I  make  no  doubt  but  gofenoKpt 
will  take  care  to  bring  over  enJeocc  in 
support  of  their  side,  but  they  will  Mj 
trouble  themselves  with  evidence  on  w 
contrary;  therefore  all  your  triabwilJK 
ex  jjartCf  and  nothing  but  a  nodt^Tj 
justice.  I  do  not  mention  tliis  S8<n*°* 
vocate  for  America,  biit  mentwn  A^^ 
Englishman. 
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The  question  was  then  put»and  carried, 
:hat  the  Bill  be  read  a  second  time  on  the 
Z5ih, 

Further  Debates  in  the  Commons  on  the 
"Bill  for  regulating  the  Government  of  Mat' 
iachuset^s  BaifJ]  April  22.  On  the  mo- 
uon  for  the  second  reading  of  this  Bill, 

Mr.  Fuller  said,  he  did  not  rise  to  make 
iny  debate,  for  he  was  not  enabled  as  yet 
:o  form  any  opinion  whether  the  Bill  before 
:he  House  was  a  proper  one  or  not;  as 
::opies  of  the  charters  which  had  been  or- 
dered before  the  House  were  not  yet  laid, 
ic  would  venture  to  say,  that  no  man  knew 
:he  constitution  of  that  government;  it 
wRs  therefore  impossible  for  him  to  say,  in 
rtrhat  manner  he  would  correct  and  amend  it. 

Sir  George  SavUe  said,  he  had  not  trou« 
>Ied  the  House  before  on  th^  occasion, 
)ut  he  could  not  help  observing,  that  the 
neasure  now  before  the  House  was  a  very 
loubtful  and  dangerous  one ;  doubtful  as 
:o  the  matter  and  propriety  of  regulation, 
md  dangerous  as  to  its  consequence ;  that 
charters  by  government  were  sacred 
things,  and  are  only  to  be  taken  away  by 
I  due  course  of  law,  either  as  a  punish- 
ment for  an  offence,  or  for  a  breach  of  the 
contract,  and  that  can  only  be  by  evidence 
3f  the  facts ;  nor  could  be  conceive  that 
n  either  of  those  cases  there  could  be  ah^ 
such  thing  as  proceeding  without  a  fair 
learing  of  botn  parties.  This  measure 
jefore  us  seems  to  be  a  most  extraordi- 
lary  exertion  of  legislative  power.  Let 
js  suppose  a  lease  granted  to  a  man, 
?vherein  was  a  covenant,  the  breach  of 
nrhich  would  subject  him  to  a  forfeiture  of 
lis  lease — would  not  a  court  of  justice  re- 
quire evidence  of  the  fact?  Wh;^,  then,  will 
^ou  proceed  different  from  the  line  which  is 
dvvays  observed  in  courts  of  justice  i  You 
ire  now  going  to  alter  the  charter,  because 
t  b  convenient.  In  what  manner  does 
iie  House  mean  to  take  away  this  charter, 
vhen  in  fact  they  refuse  to  hear  the  par- 
Jes,  or  to  so  through  a  legal  course  of 
evidence  of  the  facts  ?  Chartered  rights 
lave,  at  all  times,  when  attempted  to  be 
titered,  or  taken  away,  occasioned  much 
)loodshed  and  strife ;  and  whatever  per- 
sons in  this  House  may  have  advanced, 
hat  they  do  not  proceed  upon  this  busi- 
less  but  with  trembling  hands,  I  do  also 
issure  them  that  I  have  shewn  my  fears 
ipon  this  occasion,  for  1  have  run  away 
Tom  every  question,  except  one,  to  whicn 
[  gave  my  negative*  I  do  not  like  to  be 
>resent  at  a  business  which  I  think  lncon« 
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siiiteDt  with  the  dignity  and  justice  of  this 
House;  I  tremble  when  I  am,  for  fear  of 
the  consequences ;  and  I  think  it  a  littb 
extraordinary,  that  Mr.  Bollan  should  be 
admitted  to  be  heard  as  an  American 
agent  in  the  House  of  Lords,  when  in  the 
House  of  Commons  he  was  refused.  I 
believe  it  is  true,  that  the  facts  set  forth 
in  his  petition  to  this  House,  were  diflbr« 
ent  from  those  which  he  presented  to  the 
House  of  Lords,  in  one  declaring  himself 
an  inhabitant  of  Bostoor  and  in  the  other 
omitting  it.  I  cannot  conceive  it  possible 
to  proceed  on  this  Bill  upon  the  smdf 
ground  of  evidence  which  you  have  had. 
Mr.  Welbore  Ellis.  I  must  rise.  Sir, 
with  great  difidence,  when  I  di&r  from 
the  hpn.  gentleman  who  spoke  last,  whose 
abilities  are  so  eminently  great;  but  I 
think,  that  chartered  rights  are  by  no 
means  those  sacred  things  which  never 
can  or  ought  to  be  altered ;  they  are  vest- 
ed in  the  crown,  as  a  prerogative,  for  the 
good  of  the  people  at  large ;  if  the  supreme 
legislature  fina  that  those  charters  so 
granted  are  both  unfit  and  inconvenient 
for  the  pubUc  utilify,  they  have  a  right  to 
make  them  fit  and  convenient:  wherever 
private  property,  is  concerned,  the  leffisla* 
ture  will  not  take  it  away  without  mudng 
a  full  recompence ;  but  wherever  the  re* 
gulation  of  public  matter  is  the  object, 
Uiey  have  a  right  to  correct,  controu),  or 
take  it  aws^,  as  may  best  suit  the  public 
welfare.  The  crown  may  sometimes  grant, 
improper  powers  with  r^^ard  to  govern- 
ments that  are  to  be  established— will  it 
not  be  highly  proper  and  necessary  that 
the  legislature,  seeidff  in  what  manner  the 
crown  has  been  ill-advised,  should  take  it 
into  their  consideration,  and  alter  it  as  far 
as  necessary  i  It  is  the  Wislature's  duty 
to  correct  the  errors  that  have  been  esta* 
blished  in  the  infancy  of  that  constitution^ 
and  regulate  them  for  the  public  welfare. 
Is  a  charter,  not  consistent  with  the  public 
good,  to  be  continued  I  The  hon.  gentle« 
man  says,  much  bloodshed  has  been  occa- 
sioned by  taking  away  or  altering  of  char- 
tered rights;  I  grant  it;  but  it  has  always 
been  where  encroachments  haye  been 
made  by  iipproper  partly  and  the  attack 
has  been  carried  on  by  improper  powers. 
He  also  says,  this  form  of  government  in 
America  ousht  to  be  altered  without  hear- 
ing the  parties ;  the  papers  on  your  table^ 
surely,  are  sufficient  evidence  what  they 
have  to  say  in  their  defence ;— -look  only 
into  the  letter  dated  the  19th  of  November, 
177S>  wherein  the  governor  applied  to  the 
a 
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ftcte,  and  to  the  rectifying  some  matters 
of  fact  retpecting  the  constitution  of  the 
province  of  Massachuset's  Bay,  which 
some  gentlemen,  on  both  sides  the  Housoy 
seem  to  me  to  have  mistai^en,  and  to  have 
misstated. 

As  to  opinions,  I  shall  never  more  trou- 
ble the  House  with  mine  on  the  subject. 
While  the  affiurs  of  America  remained  on 
that  ground,  that  opmions  might  operate 
on  measures  of  policyy  I  never  withheld 
mine/  poor  as  tney  may  have  been— I 
always  avowed  them  openly  and  publicly. 
«>-«In  this  House  I  delivered  my  aenti- 
ments  explicitly  and  directly.  It  was  my 
duty  so  to  do— I  considered  it  as  of  per- 
fect obligation ;  and  I  hope  I  have  fulfilled 
that  duty.  I  could  not  but  think  it  a 
matter  of  imperfect  obligation,  even  to  ob» 
trude  my  sentimentB,  and  the  best  infor-: 
mation  raat  I  could  give,  in  other  places, 
out  of  this  House.  I  hope  I  have  not 
there  exceeded  my  duty:  Ihaveei^ressed 
the  same  sentiments  at  all  times,  and  have 
given  the  same  opinion  in  what  I  hove 
written  to  Americ»-*AU  tended  to  one 
point;  the  peintiDg  out  the  grounds  of  re» 
conciliation  and  peace* 

Hie  case  at  present  ceases  to  be  matter 
ef  opinion— it  is  come  to  action.  The 
measnvwhidi  you  are  pursuing  will  be 
resisted,  nol  b^  force,  or  the  eflBsct  of 
arms,  as  was  sud  by  an  hon.  gentleman 
en  the  late  occasion,  but  by  a  regular 
united  system  of  resistance. 

I  told  this  House  (it  is  now  four  yean 
|iast)  that  the  Mbple  of  America  would 
resist  the  tax  which  lay  then  upon  them— 
that  they  would  not  oppoae  power  to  your 
power,  but  that  they  would  become  im- 
practicabie.  Have  they  not  been  so  from 
that  time  to  this  verjr  hoar?  1  tell  yon 
now,  that  they  will  resist  die  measures  now 
pursued,  in  a  more  vigorous  way— You 
will  find  them  prepared  for  audi  resist* 
ance,  not  by  armsi  but  by  a  system  of 
measures.  The  committees  of  corre- 
spondence in  the  different  provinces  are 
in  constant  communication^-they  do  not 
trust  the  conveyance  of  the  Post-office— 
the^  have  set  up  a  constitutional  courier, 
which  will  soon  grow  up  to  the  superseding 
of  your  Post-office.  As  soon  as  intelh- 
gence  of  these  affiurs  reach  Uiem,  they  wffl 
judge  it  necessary  to  communicate  with 
eaeh  other.  It  will  be  found  inconvenient 
and  ineffectual  ^o  to  do  by  letters— they 
most  confer.  They  will  hold  a  conference-* 
and  to  what  these  committees,  ^Us  met  in 
eo^gressi  will  grow  up,  I  will  not  say. 


On  the  other  point,  should  matters  ever 
come  to  arms,  you  will  hear  of  other  o£> 
ficers  than  those  appointed  by  your  go- 
vemora.  When  matters  once  come  to 
that,  iUwill  be,  as  it  was  in  the  late  civi 
wars  of  this  country,  of  little  conaeqiienoe 
to  dispute  who  were  the  af^resaora— that 
will  be  merely  matter  of  opmion*  It  is  of 
more  consequence  at  this  moment  so  to 
act— to  take  such  measures  that  no  such 
misfortune  may  oome  into  event. 

I  hope  the  House  will  excuse  my  tres- 
passing on  their  patience — it  is  tbe  Isst 
time  Uiat  I  shall  speak  on  this  sobje^ 
If,  however,  the  knowledge  whidh  my  s- 
tuation  must  necessarily  have  suppliea  at 
with,  can  enable  me  to  be  of  any  use  m 
matter  of  information,  on  any  pointa  which 
come  before  you,  I  shall  constantly  attend 
in  my.place,  and  in  my  place  be  ready  to 
answer  any  questions  on  auch  matter,  ai 
any  gentleman  may  wish  to  receive  infor- 
mation upon,  as  far  as  I  may  be  able  to 
inform  him;  and  in  this  light  I  bc|g  leave 
to  state,  that  although  by  the  darter  of 
the  provmoe  of  Massachuset'a  Bay  the  go- 
vernor is  oUi^ed  to  take  with  him,  not 
simply  the  advice,  but  the  conaent  dT  the 
comial,  in  the  nomination  of  jndgea  and 
other  civil  officers— yet  it  is  firom  ^ 
power  of  the  govemoHis  oommisaaon  hekl 
imder  the  broad  seal,  that  all  the  (sommis- 
stons  in  the  province  are  derived;  and 
cease  with  Uie  determination  of  that  coo- 
mission.     All  ti^ose  officers,  except  the 
attorney  general,  even  the  sheriffik,  which 
an  hon.  gentleman  had  coooetved  not  to 
be  so,  and  whidi  the  present  proposed  BiE 
directs  to  be  appointed  and  lemored  by 
the  governor,  are,  according  to  the  powos 
and  privileges  of  the  present  charter,  ap> 
pomted  by  tfie  govmnor  in  ooonciL    The 
diffierenoe  is,  that  in  those  aoveinaicnts 
which  are  established  by  the  nog's  patent 
commtssinns,  the  whole  set  of  appoint- 
ment  is  in  the  governor— which  act,  in- 
deed, he  is  by  his  instructions  directed  to 
do  in  the  act.    He  is  the  sole  effideat: 
he  may  advise  with  the  councfl,  hot  he  ii 
not  bound  to  take  their  consant---he  isnot 
incompetent  to  the  act,  without  Aeir  con- 
sent.   His   commission    given   him   fdQ 
power  to.  act— if  he  acts  without  the  ad- 
vice of  his  coundl,  he  does  indeed  break 
through  his  instructions,  and  may  incur 
his   Majesty's  displeasure;  bnt  yet  the 
appointment  is  good  to  all  inteitts  and  pur- 
poses.   The  first  is  the  act  of  legd  power 
derived  from  tha  commission;  theaecood, 
is  a  matter  prudential,  with  nhioh  tha 
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lode  of  the  act  is  properly  and  wisely 
^^companied. 

In  the  charter  under  considerationy  the 
aatter  of  instruction  was  made  a  compo^ 
lent  part  of  the  Act— by  which  the 
»uncd  were  made  a  component  part  of  the 
governor,  and  so  fiur  fortn  of  the  sttpreue 
executive  magistra^^e.  This  I  havealways 
hought  to  be  an  original  and  radical 
blunder.  If  the  Bill,  as  it  was  first  pro* 
^oeedy  had  gone  no  farther  than  to  the  re- 
nedy  of  this  error,  I  think  there  could  not 
laye  been  a  reasonable  objection  to  it— 
mt  of  that  I  shaU  say  no  more  now-*I 
lave  already  given  my  opinion  on  that 
loint. 

Another  ^tleman  (misled  by  a  con* 
truction  which  some  goyemors  have  made 
»f  their  powers)  thinks  that  the  council 
ire  so  much,  in  all  cases  of  government,  a 
>artofthe  supreme  executive  magistrate, 
hat  if  they  refuse  to  act  with  the  go- 
rernor,  be  cannot  do  any  act  of  govem- 
nent  either  civil  or  military.  I  know  of 
)o  Act  in  which  they  are  constituted  such 
>art,  but  in  the  case  of  the  nomination  of 
livil  officers.  In  every  other,  the  go- 
vernor, both  by  the  charter  and  by  his 
commission,  is  perfect  and  complete,  su- 
preme executive  magistrate.  I  am  sure  I 
can  speak  from  fact ; — I  have,  as  govem- 
Dor,  without  communion  of  power  with  the 
council,  done  every  civil  act  of  govern- 
ment, which  the  King,  actuating  the 
powers  of  the  crown,  does  here  withm  the 
realm.  And  as  to  the  military,  if  it  had 
been  my  misfortune  to  have  been  governor 
in  these  times,  and  if  the  interposition  of 
the  military  had  been  necessary,  I  would 
not  have  (applied  to  them  for  their  aid — I 
would  have  sent  them  an  order.  I  am 
sure  there  is  no  officer  within  the  province 
would  have  dared  to  have  disobeyed  it. 
They  must  have  obeyed.  The  power  to 
give  such  order  is,  both  by  the  charter  and 
the  commission  (which  are  both  under 
the  broad  seal),  in  the  governor,  as  com* 
snander  in  chief ;  and  I  know  of  no  revo- 
cation of  it,  but  by  the  mere  letter  of  a  se- 
cretary of  state,  which  could  have  no  ef- 
fect; but  which  was  at  the  same  time  one 
of  the  most  dangerous  measures  ever 
taken. 

Upon  this  ground,  supposed  to  be  the 
fact,  that  the  council  are  part  of  ^the  exe- 
cutive magistrate,  it  is  alleged  as  matter  of 
crime  against  them,  that  they  refused  to 
act  with  the  governor  at  the  time  of  the 
late  riots;  by  whidi  the  powers  of  govem- 
mem  were  suspended,  &e  power  of  Ae 


charter  mis-used,  so  that  the  governor 
eouid  not  act :  but  as  I  have  shewn  that 
this  is  not  the  ^t,  the  allegation  of  crime 
vaaishes :  yet  I  most  own,  and  I  must  say, 
that  as  k  IS  always  for  the  benefit  c^  the 
ptiblie  that  the  governor  aheuid  advise 
wifli,  and  have  the  advice  of  his  ooundl-** 
that  as  it  is  always  of  bene&  to  govern* 
ment,  that  hethavdd  tdce  with  him  and  be 
supported  by  the  authority  of  his  council, 
and  e^>ecisilly  in  das  province,  where  the 
autfaonty  of  the  country  is  of  more  solid: 
effect  tfaian  in  anj^  other— -the  coundl,  and 
every  member  of  it,  are  highly  Uameable^ 
are  indeed  inexcusable^  whenever  they  re* 
ftue  to  advise,  whenever  th^  withhold 
their  authority  from  the  aid  and  support 
of  government.  I  do  not  kaosr  whether 
they  be  not  liable  to  censure  in  refilling 
their  assistance,  as  they  are  by  the  charter 
expressly  called  assistants;  bvt  surely 
their  conduct  was  inexcusdble,  when,  in^ 
stead  of  assisting,  they  sought  and  took 
occasion  in  the  midst  of  these  disturbanoea, 
to  bring  fx»rward  as  an  act  of  council,  a  itt' 
port  frau^t  with  all  the  matters  of  contest 
and  dispute,  which  were  the  very  grounds 
taken  as  principles  by  the  people  engaged 
in  the  disturbances* — Thus  far  as  to  mat- 
ter of  fact ;  as  to  matter  of  opinion,  I  shall 
not  trouble  the  House  with.it.  [N.  B.  The 
few  words  afterwards  spoken  by  w^  of 
explanation,  were  so  far  from  signi^ing 
that  the  people  were  going  to  rebel,  that 
they  were  expressly  spok^  to  obviate  that 
misapprehension  of  what  had  been  said.] 

Mr.  Rigby.  Upon  my  word.  Sir,  what 
was  just  now  said  is  very  worthy  the  con« 
sideration  of  this  House ;  and  if,  from 
what  the  hon.  gentleman  says,  it  is  true^ 
and  I  believe  he  is  well  infrtrmed,  it  ap« 
pears,  that  America  is  preparing  to  armit ; 
and  that  the  deliberations  of  their  town* 
meetings  tend  chiefly  to  oppose  the  mea- 
sures  of  this  country  by  tbrce.  He  has 
told  you,  Sir,  that  the  Americans  will  ap« 
point  other  officers^han  those  sent  by  eo- 
vemment  to  command  their  troops.  H^ 
has  told  you  that  a  post-office  is  esta« 
blished  on  their  accoUnt  from  town  to 
town,  in  order  to  carry  their  treacherous 
correspondence  from  one  to  another.  He 
has  told  you,  the  post-office  revenue  will 
ao(m  be  annihilated.  If  these  things  are 
true.  Sir,  I  find  we  have  been  the  ag- 
gressors, by  continually  doing  acts  of  le- 
nity for  these  twelve  years  last  past.  I 
think.  Sir,  and  I  speakout  boldly  when  t 
say  it,  that  this  country  has  a  ri^  to  ta): 
America;  but,  Sir|.  it  is  matter  ef  aste- 
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nishment  to  tne»  how  an  hon.  gentleman 
(general  Conway^  can  be  the  author  or 
brioger  in  of.  a  aedaratory  law  oyer  all 
America,  and  yet  saying  at  one  and  the 
same  time,  that  we  have  no  right  to  tax 
America !  If  I  were  to  begin  to  say  that 
America  should  not  be  taxed,  and  that 
these  measures  were  not  proper,  I  would 
'first  desire  my  own  declaratory  law  to  be 
repealed;  but  being  of' opinion  that  the 
Americans  are  the  subjects  of  this  coun* 
try,  1  will  declare  freely,  that  1  think  this 
country  has  a  right  to  tax  America ;  but  I 
do  not  say  I  would  put  any  new  tax  on  at 
this  particular  crisis ;  but  when  things  are 
returned  to  a  peaceable  state,  I  would  then 
begin  to  exercise  it.  And  I  am  free  to 
declare  my  opinion,  that  I  think  we  have 
a  ri^ht  to  tax  Ireland,  if  there  was  a  ne- 
cessity so  to  do,  in  order  to  help  the  mo- 
ther country.  If  Ireland  was  to  rebel  and 
fesiat  our  laws,  I  would  tax  it.  The  mo- 
ther country  has  an  undoubted  right  and 
controul  over  the  whole  of  its  colonies. 
Again,  Sir,  a  great  deal  has  been  said  con- 
cerning requisition.  Pray,  in  what  man- 
ner is  It  to  be  obtained  ?  Is  the  King  to 
demand  it  ?  or  are  we,  the  legislative  power 
of  this!  country,  to  send  a  verjr  civil,  polite 
gentlemail  over  to  treat  with  their  as- 
sembly >  How  and  in  what  manner  is  he 
to  address  that  assembly  i  Is  he  to  tell 
Che  Speaker  of  it,  that  we  have  been  ex- 
tremely ill-used  by  our  neighbours,  the 
French ;  that  they  have  attacked  us  in  se- 
veral quarters ;  that  the  fiaances  of  this 
country  are  in  a  bad  state ;  and  therefore 
we  desire  you  will  be  kind  enough  to  as- 
sist us,  and  give  us  some  money  ?  Is  this 
to  be  the  language  of  this  country  to  that ; 
and  are  we  thus  to  ^o  cap  in  hand  ?  I  am 
of  opinion,  that  if  the  administration  of 
this  country  had  not  been  changed  soon 
after  the  passing  of  the  Stamp  Act,  that 
tax  would  have  been  collected  with  as 
much  ease  as  the  land-tax  is  in  Great  Bri- 
tain. I  have  acted,  with  regard  to  Ame- 
rica, one  consistent  part,  and  shall  conti- 
nue in  it  till  I  hear  better  reason  to  con- 
vince me  to  the  contrary. 

Governor  PovonaU  to  explain.  I  appre- 
hend I  have  been  totally  misunderstood. 
I  did  not  assert  the  Americans  were  now 
in  rebellion,  but  that  they  are  going  to 
rebel ;  when  that  comes  to  pass,  the  ques- 
tion will  be,  who  was  the  occasion  of  it 
Something  has  been  said  relative  to  requi- 
sition; I  think  I  gave  several  instances 
wherein  the  same  had  been  complied  with 
in  time  of  war. 


Mr.  Charles  Fox.  I  am  glad  to  bar 
from  the  hon.  gentleman  who  spoke  list, 
that  now  is  not  the  time  to  tax  America: 
that  the  only  time  for  that  is,  when  ail 
these  disturbances  are  auelled,  sad  tbct 
are  returned  to  their  duty ;  so,  I  find, 
taxes  are  to  be  the  reward  of  obedieoce; 
and  the  Americans,  who  are  considered  to 
have  been  in  open  rebellion,  are  to  be  re- 
warded by  acquiescing  to  their  messareL 
When  will  be  the  time  when  Ameria 
ought  to  have  heavy  taxes  laid  upoo  it  f 
The  hon.  gentleman  {Mr.  Rigby)  teb 
you,  that  that  time  is  wnen  the  Americui 
are  returned  to  peace  and  quietness.  The 
hon.  gentleman  tells  us  alsio,  that  we  haiv 
a  right  to  tax  Ireland ;  however  I  nar 
agree  with  him  in  regard  to  the  prindple, 
it  would  not  be  policy  to  exerciie  it;  I 
believe  we  have  no  more  right  to  tax  tte 
one  than  the  other.  I  believe  America  ii 
wrong  in  resisting  against  this  coaotiy, 
with  regard  to  its  legulativeauthoritj.  It 
was  an  old  opinion,  and  I  beliere  a  reij 
true  one,  that  there  was  a  dispessag 
power  in  the  crown,  but  whenever  thtt 
dispensing  power  was  pretended  to  be  a- 
ertised,  it  was  always  rejected  and  op- 
posed to  the  utmost,  because  it  operated  to 
me,  as  a  subject,  as  a  detnmeot  to  07 
property  and  liberty;  but.  Sir,  tberebs 
Deen  a  constant  conduct  practised  is  dus 
country,  consisting  of  violence  and  weak- 
ness, I  wish  those  measures  may  not  con- 
tinue ;  nor  can  I  think  that  the  Stamp- 
Act  would  have  been  submitted  to  without 
resistance,  if  the  administration  bad  not 
been  changed :  the  present  Bill  before  jou 
is  not  what  you  want ;  it  irritates  the  mia^ii 
of  the  people,  but  does  not  correct  the  de- 
ficiencies of  that  government. 

Sir  Gilbert  Elliot  said,  there  wss  not  the 
least  degree  of  absurdity  in  taxiogToer 
own  subjects,  over  whom  you  declared  joo 
had  an  absolute  right ;  though  that  tax 
should,  through  necessity,  be  ensctedati 
time  when  peace  and  quietness  were  die 
reigning  system  of  the  times :  you  declare 
jrou  have  that  right,  wheie'is  the  absuniity 
m  the  exercise  of  it  ? 

Sir  Richard  Sutton  read  a  copj  of  > 
letter  relative  to  thegovemmcDtofAffle- 
rica,  from  the  governor  of  Americs  to  the 
Board  of  Trade,  shewing,  that  at  the  mo^ 
quiet  times,  the  disposition  to  oppose  the 
laws  of  this  country  were  strongly  ingiv^* 
ed  in  them,  and  that  all  their  actions  cod- 
veyed  a  spirit  and  wish  for  iodepeodence. 
If  you  ask  an  American  who  is  bismsster, 
he  will  tell  you  he  has  nonei  nor  mjp^^ 


«9] 


the  Govemmeni  of  Massachusetts  Sai/* 


A.  D.  1774. 


[1290 


>r  but  Jesus  Christ.  I  do  believe  it,  and  it 
my  finn  opinion,  that  the  opposition  to 
e  measures  of  the  legislature  of  this 
»untry,  is  a  determined  prepossession  of 
le  idea  of  total  independence. 
The  Bil)  was  then  committed  for  Friday. 

Further  Debate  in  the  Commons  on  the 
'ill  for  the  impartial  Administration  of 
ustice  in  Massachusetts  Bay."]  April  25. 
n  the  naotion  for  the  second  reading  of 
lis  Bill, 

Mr.  Dotvdeswell  said,  he  did  not  mean 
»  oppose  the  Bill  now,  but  he  meant  to 
resent  a  petition  ficom  the  agent  of  Ame« 
ca,  before  the  third  reading:  and  he 
ould  then  confine  his  debate  to  the  injus- 
ce  of  preventing  the  parties  to  be  heard 
t  the  bar,  on  the  validity  of  their  charter. 
*o  this  point  only  he  should  dfrect  his 
pposition,  and  he  meant  to  do  it,  and  col- 
ect  all  his  force  against  the  two  Bills ;  the 
tie  for  the  regulatmg  the  civil  government, 
nd  the  other  for  the  imparcial  admiiiistra- 
ion  of  justice,  in  regard  to  trials,  on  the 
bird  reading,  whidi  was  appointed  for 
dond&y, 

Mr.  Di/son  desired  leave  to  observe, 
hat  neither  in  one  case  or  the  other  of  the 
wo  Bills,  did  the  House  proceed  as  a 
*ourt  of  justice,  but  in  their  capacity  as  a 
egislative  body,  regulating  and  controul- 
ng  the  deficiency  of  charters  which  had 
»een  granted  by  the  crown. 

Lord  North  said,  he  intended  to  move 
or  commitment  of  the  present  bill  for  the 
29th,  and  for  the  third  reading  of  them 
>oth  on  the  2nd  of  May. 

Mr.  Cavendish  Wished  to  be  informed, 
whether  it  was  the  usual  custom  of  parlia- 
nent  to  debate  the  principle  of  a  Bill,  after 
t  had  been  committed. 

Colonel  BarrS  said,  he  thought  the  Bill 
leserved  to  be  opposed  in  every  stage  on 
;he  principle  on  which  it  was  firamed:  but 
3n  the  third  reading,  was  as  proper  a  stage 
is  any.  He  had  considered  with  himself 
ind  weighed  in  his  own  mind  the  grounds 
upon  which  this  Bill  was  formed ;  and  the 
result  of  his  deliberation  was,  that  it  will 
ie  odious  to  tlie  persons  for  whose  benefit 
it  is  intended,  by  being  odious  to  the  peo- 
ple ;  and  that  it  will  be  oppressive  to  Ame- 
rica at  lai^* 

April  28.  Mr«  Dowdeswell  moved  for 
leave  to  bring  up  a  petition  from  William 
Boilan,  agent  for  the  province  of  the  Mas- 
lachuset's  Bay  in  New  England,  which 
petition;  he  said^  desired  that  the  Bill  for 
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regulating  the  civil  government,  and  the 
Bill  for  the  more  impartial  administration 
of  justice,  might  not  pass  into  a  law  until 
he  should  have  tiipe  to  receive  answer 
from  the  above  province  to  letters  he  had 
sent. 

Mr.  Doxvdestvell  said,  after  the  part.  I 
have  taken  in  the  progress  of  these  a&irs, 
and  the  direct  manner  in  which  I  have 
expressed  myself  on  former  occasions,  I 
shall  have  the  less  to  trouble  the  House 
with  on  this  occasion.  The  petition  1  have 
now  brought  up  is,  in  the  matter  of  its 
request,  so  reasonable,  that  1  cannot  pier- 
suade  myself  the  House  will  reject  it.  I 
should  wish  the  a^ir  might  be  seriously 
considered.  What  is  the  present  stage 'of 
your  progress  ?  You  are  carrying  through 
an  Act  that  is  to  work  a  total  change  in 
the  chartered  constitution  of  a  free  coun- 
try, in  order  to  prevent  riots  and  an  im- 
proper conduct  in  thepaob  of  that  country ; 
— and  lest,  in  carrying  that  Act  into  exe- 
cution, you  meet  with  a  resistance  that 
you  expect,  f  and  in  that  very  exnectation 
prove  that  tney  may  resist  witnout  the 
imputation  of  an  unexpected  crime)  you 
bring  in  another  to  regulate  the  trial  of 
offenders,  by  which  vou  destroy  the  trial 
by  jury,  and  drag  the  people  across  the 
Atlantic  to  ffive  evidence  in  Westminster- 
hall  : — regulations,  the  flagrancy  of  whidi 
has  been  sufficiently  exposed,  and  branded 
in  the  manner  tliey  deserve.  The  agent 
of  the  province,  alarmed  at  so  weighty  a 
resentment,  and  so  cruel  a  punishment  on 
the  constitution  and  liberty  of  his  country, 
for  the  evil  actions,  of  the  scum  of  the 
people,  presents  a  petition  to  you«  What 
IS  the  purport  of  it  ? '  Only  to  pray  you  to 
suspend  your  judgment  until  he  can  re- 
ceive instructions  from  his  constituents  ;— 
that  is,  he  begs  a  whole  pountry  may  not 
be  condemned  without  a  single  person  ai^- 
thorised  by  it  to  appear,  in  its  defence.— 
Now,  Sir,  I  think  the  prayer  of  this  peti- 
tion so  perfectly  reasonable,  that  it  appears 
impossible  to  be  rejected  out  of  the  court 
of  inquisition.  It  is  no  enquiry  whether 
your  measure  is  just  or  not; — we  may 
admit  it  to  be,  in  our  opinions,  just,  pro- 
per, and  political ;  and  yet  assert  the  ne- 
cessity ot  hearing  the  province  before  you 
condemn  it  to  a  severe  punishment.  I  v^ill 
not  say  it  is  wrong  to  act  thus-^I  say  it  is 
impossible—- common  justice — the  feelings 
of  mankind  condemn  it. 

Sir  George  Savile  spoke  ably  on  the 
same  side  of  the  question,  as  did  Mr.Burke, 
Mr.  T.  Townshend,  &c.  who  all  urged  bow 
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highly  cruel  it  was  to  pass  a  law  against 
any  body  of  people,  without  hearing  either 
them,  or  their  agent«  in  their  defence. 

The  motion  was  very  strongly  opposed 
by  lord  Northi  Mr.  Weddert»ume»  Mr. 
Dyson,  &c. 

At  half  past  six  o'clock  the  question 
was  put,  **  that  leave  be  given  to  bring  up 
this  petition/'    Upon  which  the  House 
divided.    The  Yeas  went  forth. 
Tellers. 

v„*o  cMr.  Burke  -    -    -    .   i 
*"®  J  Mr.  Aid.  Sawbridge  -  $. 

vT        <  Mr.  Saint  John     - 
^°^*  J  Mr.  Cooper      -    - 

So  it  passed  in  the  negative 


32 


'I 
\   95 


April  29.  The  House  went  into  a  Com- 
mittee on  the  Bill. 

Mr.  Moreton  desired  to  know  if  the 
appeal  for  murder  did  actually  exist  now 
in  the  colonies  ? 

Governor  Johnstone  desired  to  know  if 
it  was  to  extend  to  the  trial  of  those  sent 
to  England  ? 

Mr.*  WaUace  answered  them  both,  by 
saying,  he  meant  it  should  extend,  in  both 
cases,  as  far*as  t)ie  Bill  purported.  This 
brought  on  a  debate  concemmg  the  appeal 
fer  murder  being  to  be  taken  away  in  ge- 
neral. 

Mr.  Dunning.  Sir,  I  rise  to  support 
that  ereat  pillar  of  the  constitution,  the 
ttsped  for  murder ;  and  I  am  not  satisfied 
tibat  a  precedent  should  be  instituted  in 
order  to  operate  as  an  example  lor  the 
taking  it  away  in  Great  Britain  as  well  as 
the  colonies.  This  clause  considers  it 
How  as  an  existine  law  in  America ;  I 
cannot  say  that  I  look  upon  \t  in  that 
light;  but  this  is  net  the  first  time  this 
question  has  been  agitated  in  this  House, 
and  has  b^en  called  and  treated  as  a  rem- 
BAnt  of  barbarism  and  eothicism.  The 
whole  of  our  constitution,  n>r  aught  I  know, 
»  Gothic  Lb  it,  then,  the  present  idea  to 
destroy  every  part  of  Uiat  Gothic  constitu- 
tibn,  and  adopt  a  Macaroni  one  in  its 
stead  ?  If  80,  it  is  a  system  of  ministerial 
despotism  that  is  adopted  here:  when  a 
political  purpose  is  in  view,  things  may  be 
adopted  that  may  tend  to  operate  as  a  pre* 
cedent,  that  may  become  at  last  prejudi* 
cid  to  the  public  wel&re.  I  wish.  Sir, 
that,  in  every  step  of  this  matter,  gentle- 
men would  be  a  little  more  cautious,  as  I 
much  fear  the  system  would  soon  be 
adopted  in  England;  it  is  a  proposition 
produced  on  a  sudden ;  and  as  in  its  ex- 


tent It  may  torn  out   dangerous,  1  shill 
dissent  from  it. 

Mr.  Sdicitor  General  Wedierhwm.  I 
confers.  Sir,  that  this  part  of  our  comtito. 
tion  has  never  appeared  to  me  as  esBentkl: 
it  is  very  much  of  a  footmg  with  a  trii 
by  ordeal.  Till  laws  and  sodety  took 
place  there  was  no  other  method  of  de- 
ciding between  right  and  wrong.  There 
is  now  no  law  in  being  to  prevent  triii 
by  battle;  and  not  in  very  ancient  times 
was  it  that  the  court  of  Comnaon  Plea 
attended  in  Tothill-fields  to  judge  of 
the  trials.  None  but  the  wife  of  the  de- 
ceased, as  a  female,  can  appeal;  and  this 
may  be  compromised  by  a  sum  of  monej; 
it  may  be  reduced  into  a  civil  suit;  but  by 
being  adopted  in  the  manner  proposed  is 
this  clause,  it  can  operate  to  no  bad  por- 
pose ;  nor  do  I  conceive  that  the  libeitj 
of  this  country  will  be  at  all  in  danger, 
as  it  is  only  a  temporary  expedient 

Mr.  Edmund  Burke.  I  do  not  caoXt^ 
vert,  in  an  adverse  line,  what  is  adranced 
by  the  learned  gentleman.  There  is  no- 
thing more  true  than  that  man  has  |iTea 
up  his  share  of  the  natural  right  of  dmce 
into  that  of  the  state,  in  oraer  to  be  pro- 
tected by  it.  But  this  is  part  of  the  vfade 
law,  which  you  ought  not  to  separate,  or 
else  you  will  soon  lay  the  axe  to  the  root 
of  it  in  England.  If  there  is  an  appeal  for 
rape  and  robbery,  you  ought  to  nsTe  ooe 
for  murder.  I  allow,  that  combat  was  put 
of  this  appeal ;  but  it  was  superstitioQ  and 
barbarism  to  the  last  degree.  I  caiiooC, 
in  any  degree,  consent  Uiat  the  comniflo 
law  should,  in  any  case,  be  taken  awij 
from  one  part  of  his  Majesty's  sabjects^ 
and  not  from  the  other.  But  as  tfab  is  i 
question  of  great  magnitude,  whenerer  i| 
comes  on  with  respect  to  Great  Brit8i0)l 
hope  then  humbly  to  offer  my  opoioB 
on  it. 

Mr.  W.  Burke.  .  No  man  has  theleist 
doubt  but  the  learned  gentleman  (Mr. 
Wallace)  is  fully  acquainted  with  c»eit 
part  of  tne  law,  ancient  as  well  as  moden: 
but  I  think,  Sir,  he  should  have  brooght 
you  in  a  Bill  to  have  repealed  the  lava 
Engknd  first ;  but  when  this  great  qae>- 
tion  comes  on,  I  shall  readdy  give  nijf 
opinion  on  it. 

Mr.  Stanley  entered  deeply  into  the  po- 
lity of  our  constitution,  and  dwelt  a  looj 
time  on  the  repeal  of  the  law  r^^P^ 
appeals  in  general :  I  think  it  is  bard,  s>» 
he,  that  a  man  should  be  tried  twice  for  tbe 
same  oi&nce,  and  when  you  ^•^^.S^ 
vantage  by  knowing UssecretsanddeNa^ 
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[  apprefaend  thai  crimiDal  laws  were  made 

0  aare  the  lives  o£  penonsy  and  not  to 
lestroy  them ;  that  the  power,  of  grace  or 
>ardon  is  certainly  constittitional,  and  is  a 
rery  valuable  and  glorious  prerogative  in 
he  crown;  and  a  trial  is  not  complete 
vithout  it.  There  never  was  an  instance 
vherein  the  trial  by  appeal  was  instituted, 
hat  it  was  not  for  the  sake  of  obtaining  a 
lum  of  money;  and  it  is  part  of  the  law 
hat  it  may  be  reduced  into  such  compen- 
lation,  the  whole  beins  allowed  to  be  a 
:ivil  suit ;  but  taking  it  m  its  utmost  sense 
t  is  nothing  but  barbarism  and  cruelty ; 
md  I  wish  to  abolish  it  as  an  improper 
>art  of  that  code  of  law  for  which  we  are 
lo  much  &med« 

^  Mr.  71  Tofwnshend,  This  is  a  question, 
^ir,  which  has  frequently  been  bcdfore  the 
f-Iouse,  and  has  as  oflen  been  rejected. 
[  cannot  agree  to  the  repeal  in  part,  un> 
ess  I  hear  reasons  given  for  the  abolition 
>f  the  whole,  or  at  least  better  arguments 
han  those  I  have  heard,  to  induce  me  to 
^ive  my  opinion  to  abolish  that  part  which 
relates  to  America. 

Mr.  CornivalL  The  appeal  for  murdefi 
Sir,  is  incorporated  in  the  law  of  England, 
lither  as  a  natural  or  political  right.  Is 
:hen,  Sir,  the  redress  of  a  particular  in« 
iury  to  be  remedied  only  by  a  sacrifice  of 
:he  lives  of  others?  Every  body  knows 
:hat  manslaughter  is  a  bar  to  appe^*  But, 
Sir,  can  it  be  intended  as  a  wise,  political 
institution,  that  afler  a  trial  by  jury,  tf 
ungle  individual,  to  satisfy  his  revenge* 
3iay  overturn  the  solemn  judgment  and 
irerdict  of  a  jury  >  It  appears  to  me,  upon 
examination,  to  be  neither  a  political  nor 

1  natural  right,  and  I  should  he  sorry  to 
2^ive  my  negative  to  the  clause. 

Mr.  Moreton*  I  think  the  provisions  of 
:he  Bill  right;  but  I  did  not  apprehend 
;hat  the  cpiestion  would  have  been  de- 
bated in  this  manner  \  nor  did  I  think  that 
such  an  extent  would  have  been  in  view; 
10  that  an  example  in  future  might  have 
3een  brought  of  this,  to  attack  one  of  the 
greatest  pillars  in  this  constitution,  the 
ippeal  for  murder,  tf  the  prisoner  is  to 
36  sent  here,  where  is  the  use  of  taking 
Lhe  appeal  away  in  America  ?  I  onl^ 
(ranted  that  you  should  tiot  give  a  consti- 
tution of  appeal  for  murder  to  the  co- 
[onies,  when  m  myx>wn  mind  I  am  con- 
rinced  tliey  have  it  not,  nor  is  it  a  part  of 
their  law ;  and  as  I  think  that  they  have 
10  such  power  of^peal,  I  cannot  vote 
for  this  clause. 

Captain  Phipp$.  I  would  viidi  to  give> 


Sir,  te  every  man  in  America,  the  sam^ 
kind  of  right  that  we  enjoy  ourselves ;  did 
they  not  carry  with  the|n  all  the  privi- 
leges,  la^,  and  liberties  of  this  country  } 
If  they  have  a  right  to  part  of  those  laws, 
they  have  a  right  to  the  whole«  I  think 
the  appeal  for  murder  ought  to  be  sacved 
in  this  country;  and  wlutever  doctrines 
gentlemen  may  imbibe  from  Mr.  Black- 
stone,  I  cannot  conceive  them  to  be  of 
that  authority  which  ought  to  guide  and 
direct  us.  lliere  is  not  a  more  insidious 
way  of  gaining  proselytes  to  his  opinion 
than  that  dangerous  pomp  of  quotations 
which  he  has  practised ;  it  conveys  some 
of  the  most  lurking  doctrines  to  lead 
astray  the  minds  of  young  men.  To  talk 
of  the  finger  of  nature  pointing  out  law, 
is  to  me  an  absurdity ;  out  I  would  not 
advise  gentlemen  to  seek  for  law  in  the 
channels  of  these  times.  The  rust  of  an- 
tiquity dims  the  sight  of  his  readers ;  but 
if  a  man  will  open  his  eyes,  he  will  find 
that  the  finger  of  nature  will  never  pomt 
out  the  principle  of  law.  The  great  ar- 
gument which  I  dwell  upon  is,  that  the 
appeal  for  murder  is  the  law  of  the  land; 
I  am  also  for  preserving  mercy  in  the 
crown;  I  think  it  the  brightest  jewel  in 
it;  but  I  think  that  it  is  a  blight  that  will 
destroy  all  our  harvest  if  it  is  without 
controul.  I  cannot^  Sir,  give  ray  consent 
to  this  part  of  the  law  being  annihilated* 

Mr.  Skynner.  We  are  got  now  upon 
the  most  important  question  that  can 
come  on.  I  think  the  cause  does  not 
want  advocates ;  and  therefore  it  might  be 
improper  for  me  to  give  my  opinion ;  but, 
Sir,  it  is  no  unnatural  thing,  that  the  death 
of  a  relation  should  be  attempted  to  be 
redressed,  and  that  the  friends  of  the  de- 
ceased should  seek  for  justice.  The  ap- 
peal for  murder,  Sir,  is  considered  as  a 
civil  action,  and  to  go  'on  hand  in  hand 
with  the  criminal  prosecution ;  and  surdv. 
Sir,  there  is  nothing,  then,  so  exceedmggr 
savage  or  bart>arous  in  it,  If  it  may  be  com- 
pensated by  civil  action.  But  lit  us  con* 
sider  how  this. will  operate  in  the  colonies; 
let  us  consider  in  what  manner  thif  action 
can  be  brought;  the  Americans  cannot 
make  use  of  it  unless  their  constitution 
allows  it:  a  writ  must  first  issue  olit  of  the 
court  of  Chancery;  but  as  they  have  no 
such  court  in  that  countiy,  it  cannot  take 
its  rise  there.  A  writ  of  this  kind  caa 
only  issue  when  the  person  is  in  the  actual 
custody  of  the  marshal.  In  the  proceiw 
whieh  you  have  laid  down  in  the  Bill  be- 
fore us,  bail  is  allowed  to  be  taken  &r  tfa« 
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offisnce ;  so  that  he  never  can' be  actually 
in  the  custody  of  the  marshal.  Therefore, 
at  present,  as  their  constitution  stands, 
I  look  upon  the  writ  of  an  execution  of 
i^peal  to  be  impossible  there.  The  Ame- 
ncans  will  think  that  we  are  breaking  into 
their  civil  rights;  and  I  think  it  highly 
improper  to  introduce  the  appeal  for 
murder  in  this  instance,  as  it  is  not  neces- 
sary. But,  Sir,  I  cannot  sit  down  with- 
out saying  a  few  words  in  defence  of  that 
able  person  alluded  to,  now  a  great  magis- 
trate, who  has  thought  there  is  somethmg 
in  our  constitution  worth  preserving.  And 
sorry  I  ^m  to  hear  that  great  and  able 
writer  has  received  any  reproach  or  ad- 
monition in  this  senate ;  and  I  believe  the 
hon.  gentleman  (captain  Phipps)  is  sin- 
gular in  his  opinion  upon  this  head ;  and  I 
am  glad  to  find  there  are  no  strangers  in 
the  gallery,*  for  his  own  sake,  to  hear 
what  he  said.  But,  Sir,  1  am  of  a  different 
opinion  from  that  hon.  gentleman  ;  and  I 
dare  say  the  House  will  agree  with  me 
when  I  think  that  book  one  of  the  best 
that  ever  was  written  upon  the  laws  of 
this  constitution,  and  will  do  more  honqur 
to  himself  and  this  country  than  any  that 
ever  yet  appeared ;  and  I  am  sorry  to  hear 
him  reproached  even  by  an  individual, 
when  I  am  sure  the  greatest  honour  will 
redound  to  this  country  from  that  able 
performance. 

Sir  Richard  SiUton.  Sir,  1  do  not  think 
that  the  appeal  for  murder  ought  to  be 
partially  taken  away;  if  jfou  take  it  away 
from  any  part  of  the  dommions,  you  should 
take  it  from  the  whole.  I  am  much 
against  the  measure,  because  I  think  it 
vmdictive  and  cruel. 

Mr.  Charles  Fox.  I  am  for  taking 
away  the  appeal  for  murder  entirely,  but 
I  am  not  for  taking  it*  away  in  part.  If 
the  appeal  is  allowed,  you  take  away  the 
power  of  pardoning  in  the  crown.  1  look 
upon  the  power  of  pardon  as  much  aright 
in  the  subject  to  claim,  as  part  of  the 
trial.  Suppose  a  criminal  should  be  tried 
and  convicted,  and  he  should  appear  to 
be  out  of  his  senses,  in  this  case  he  is  cer* 
tainly  not  to  be  hanged,  the  pardon  being 
the  only  mode  of  saving  his  fife.  Appeal 
for  murder  is  the  only  instance  in  our 
laws  in  which  satisfaction  is  allowed  to  the 
injured  by  the  blood  9f  another,  as  it  may 

*  The  standing  order  for  the  exclusion  of 
strangers  was  strictly  enforced  during  the 
progress  of  the  three  Bills  relating  to  the  dis- 
turbances in  America. 


be  compensated  by  a  sum  of  money.  I 
shall  vote  against  this  clause,  because  I 
think  the  Americans  have  a  right  to  tb 
same  laws  as  we  have. 

Captain  Phipps  rose  to  explain  himsd^ 
with  regard  to  Mr«  Blackatone,  and  said. 
however  he  might  have  represented  bo 
performance,  he  was  glad  to  find  it  waiN 
well  defended  by  the  warmth  of  friend- 
ship ;  that  he  had  heard,  and  was  sorr?  to 
hear,  that  book  had  imdergone  8ome'r^ 
gulations  with  regard  to  its  eligibility. 
which  he  hoped  was  not  true.  He  k 
down  rather  chagrined  to  find  his  opioido 
with  regard  to  that  work  was  singular. 

Sir  George  Savile.  Sir,  the  appetite  d 
revenge  is,  like  that  of  hunger,  never  to 
be  satisfied.  There  are  certain  r^Hs 
which  we  bring  into  society  which  we  gire 
up  for  the  good  of  the  whole ;  the  passioB 
or  revenge  seems  to  be  under  that  de- 
scriplion ;  and  in  this  instance  only  tk 
blood  of  another  may  be  compensated  by 
civil  action.  But  I  will  not  contend  tbi 
to  be  a  civil  suit  which  ends  in  baogi.^, 
which  the  appeal  for  murder  does  wben 
not  compensated  for ;  but  it  is  nccessarr 
that  men  should  give  up  certain  ri^liti 
which  they  enjoy  for  the  good  of  societj 
at  large.  I  would  wish  a  fair  and  iropar- 
tial  trial  to  be  secured,,  wiiich  I  think  i» 
already  done  in  the  colonies  without  med* 
dling  with  the  appeal  for  murder. 

Mr.  S/ci/nner.  Sir,  I  only  rise  to  ex- 
plain, that  the  appeal  for  murder  mav  be 
reduced  to  a  civil  action ;  that  there  sl^ 
lies  an  appeal  in  robbery  and  rape;  and 
if  the  woman  who  had  been  injured,  wbea 
the  man  was  under  the  gallows  to  behai^ 
ed,  should  ma£ry  him,  he  would,  by  the 
ancient  law,  be  saved,  because  all  her  mil 
right  would  be  vested  in  her  hasband  by 
that  act,  and  therefore  compensated  for 
as  such :  by  that  act  she  vests  those  civil 
rights,  which  he  had  deprived  her  of,  ia 
him  as  her  husband. 

Mr.  Wallace  withdrew  the  clause  f«r 
the  ajppeal  for  murder. 

Mr.  R.  Fuller.  Sir,  I  am  the  more 
convinced  by  what  I  have  heard  to-dajt 
that  the  whole  law  rekitive  to  the  sppedj 
for  murder,  ought  to  be  repealed.  1  *iU 
therefore  give  notice,  on  some  future  dar, 
when  I  shall  make  the  motion. 

Mr,  Dttnntuflf.  desired  to  know,  wbeihef 
his  learned  friend  (Mr.  Wallace]  hti 
made  any  provision  against  a  faulty  m* 
dictment. 

Mr.  Wallace  said,  he  had  not,  as  he  did 
not  think  it  necesmy ;  that  if  the  pmsx 
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sturnedy  be  ihighf  there  be  iridict^a' 
gain. 

Mr.  Dunning  8ftfd,  so,  then,-  it  is  in- 
^ded  that  the  prisoner  may  go  over 
gainifhechuses; 

Mr.JKiUifac^then^broaght  up  a  dause 
>r  dontinuing  that  Act  for  three  years,  to 
omtnence  from  the  end  of  June  next, 
nd  to  the  end  of  the  next  session  of  par- 
ament  after,  the  three  years.  After 
'fiich  the  KH'was  ordered  to  be  en- 
rossed. 

Petition  of  the  SaHfoez  of  America  re- 
ding  in  London  agaimt  the  two  BitU  re* 
tting  to  the  Government  of  Mnssachttset^s 
fay.  J  May  S.*  Sir  George  Savile  pre- 
M)ted  a  Petition  from  several  natives  of 
tmenca;  complaining  against  the  two 
(ills  relatiW  to  Massachusetts  Bay.  The 
Petition  wfts  read,  setting  forth, 

<«  That  the  petitioners  are  again  con- 
brained  td  compfait)  th  the  House  of  two 
tills,  which,  if  (»rHed  into  execution,  will 
e  fatal' tb*  thc^  rfghts,  liberties,  and  peace 
f  all  Am^rica^  and  that  the  petitioners 
ave  already  seen,  whh  equal  astonish - 
lent  and* 'grief,  proceedings  adopted 
gainst  th^;  winCff,'  in  violation  of  the 
rst  principles  of  justice,  and  of  the  laws 
F  the  land,  inflict  the  severest  punish- 
lents,  without  hearing  the  accused. 
Jponth)^  sstroe  principle  of  injustice,  a 
nil  is  now  brougnt  in,  which,  under  the 
rofeteion '  of'  better  regulating  the  go- 
erament'  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay,  is 
alculated  to  deprive  a  whole  province, 
'ithout  any  form  of  trial,  of  its  chartered 
ights,  soleninly  secured  to  it  by  mutual 
ompact  between  the  crown  and  the  peo- 
le.  The  petitioners  are  well  informed, 
lat  a  charter  so  granted,  was  never  be- 
)re  altered,  orr  resumed,  but  upoh  a  full 
ad  fair  hearing ;  that  therefore  the  pre- 
mt  proceeding  is  totally  unconstitutional, 
nd  sets  an  example  which  renders  every 
darter  ift  Great  Britain  and  America  ut- 
n-ly  insecure.  The  appointment  and  re- 
loval  of  the  ludge^  at  the  pleasure  of  a 
ovemdi*,  with  salaries  payable  by  the 
pown,  puts  the  property,  liberty,  and  life 
P  the  subject,  depending  upon  judicial  in- 
ygrfty,  in  his  poWer.  Tne  petitioners 
erceive'a  system  of  judicial  tyranny  de- 
beVatelv  at  this  day  imposed  upon  them, 
hich,  from  the  bitter  experience  of  its 
itolerftVle  injuries,  has  been  abolished  in 
lis  country :  of  the  same  unexampled  and 
larming  tiature  is  the  Bill,  which,  under 
le  title  of  a  more '  imtmrtial  admimstra-^ 
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tioii  of  Justice  in  the  province  of  Massa- 
chusetts Bay,  empowers  the  governor  to 
withdraw  offenders  ftom  justice  in  the  said 
province,  holding  out  to  the  soldiery  an. 
exemption  from  legal  prosecution  for 
murder,  and,  in  effect,  suojecting  that  co- 
lony to  Aiilitary  execution  :  the  petitioners, 
entreat  the  House  to  consider  what  must 
be  the  consequence  of  sending  troops,  not' 
really  under  the  controul  of  the  civil 
power,  afid  unamenable  to  the  law,  afnong 
a  people  whom  they  hkve  been  industri- 
ously tkoght,  by  the  incendiary  arts  of' 
wicked  men,  to  regard  as  deserving  every 
species  of  insult  and  abu^e ;  the  insults' 
and  injuries  of  a  lawless  soldiery  are  such 
88  no  free  people  can  long  endure ;  and 
the  petitioners  apprehend,  in  the  conse- 
quences of  this  Bill,  the  horrid  outrages  of 
military  oppression,  followed  by  tlie  deso« 
lation  of  civil  commotions ;  the  dispensing- 
power  which  this  Bill  intends  to  give  to 
the  governor,  advanced  as  he  is  already 
above  the  law,  and  not  liable  to  aAy  im- 
peachment from  the  people  he  may  op- 
press, must  constitute  him  an  absolute* 
tyrant ;  that  the  petitioners  would  be  ut- 
terly unworthy  of  the  English  ancestry, 
which  is  their  claim  and  pride,  if  they  did 
not  feel  a  Virtuous  indignation  at  the  re- 
proach of  disaflTection  and  rebellion,  with 
which  they  have  been  cruely  aspersed; 
they  can  with  confidence  say,  no  imputa- 
tion was  ever  less  deserved ;  they  appeal 
to  the  experience  of  a  century,  in  which 
the  glory,  the  honour;  the  prosperity  of 
England,  has  been,  in  their  estimation, 
their  own  ;  in  which  thev  have  not  only 
borne  the  burden  of  .provincial  wars,  but 
have  shared  with  this  country  in '  the  dan- 
gers and  expences  of  every  national  war; 
dieir  zeal  for  the  service  of  the  crown,  and 
the  defence  of  the  general  empire,  has 
prompted  them,  whenever  it  was  required, 
to  vote  supplies  of  men  and  money,  to  the 
utmost  exertion  of  their  abilities;  the 
Journals  of  the  House  will  bear  witness  to 
their  extraordinary  zeal  and  services  dur- 
ing the  last  war,  and  that  but  a  very  short 
time  before  it  was  resolved  here  to  take 
from  them'  the  right  of  giving  and  granting 
their  own  money.  If  disturbances  have 
happened  in  the  colonies,  they  entreat  the 
House  to  consider  the  causes  which  have 
produced  them^  afnong  a  people  hitherto 
remarkable  for  their  loyalty  to  the  crown^ 
and  affection  for  this  kingdom ;  no  history 
can  shew,  nor  will  human  nature  admit  of, 
an  instance  of  general  discontent,  biit 
from  a  genersd  sense  of  oppression  i  th* 
[4  0] 
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petitioners  conceivedy  that  when  tbey  had 
acquired  property,  under  all  the  refttraints 
this  country  thought  necessary  to  impose 
upon  their  commerce,  trade,  and  manu- 
factures, that  property  was  sacred  and  se- 
cure ; .  they  felt  a  very  material  difference 
between  being  restrained  in  the  acquisi- 
tion of  property,  and  holding  it,  when  ac- 
quired under  those  restraints,  at  the  disr 
posal  of  others ;  they  understand  subordi- 
nation in  the  one,  and  slavery  in  the  other. 
The  petitioners  wish  they  could  possibly 
perceive  any  difference  between  the  m4)St 
abject  slavery,  and  such  entire  subjection 
to  a  legislature,    in    the  constitution    of 
which  they  have  not  a  single  voi^,  nor 
the  least  influence,  and  in  which  no  one  is 
present  on  their  behalf;  they  regard  the 
giving  their  property  by  their  own  consent 
alone,  as  the  unalienable  right  of  the  sub- 
ject, and  the  last  sacred  bulwark  of  con-, 
stitutional  liberty;   if  they  are  wrong  in 
(his,  they  have  been  misled  by  the  love  of 
liberty,  which  is  their  dearest  birth  right, 
by  the  most  solemn  statutes,  and  the  re- 
solves of  this  House  itself,  declaratory  of 
the  inherent  right  of  the  subject;  by  the 
authority    of    all    great     constitutional 
writers,  and  by  the  uninterrupted  practice 
of  Ireland  and  America,  who  have  ever 
¥oted  their  own  supplies  to  the  crown,  all 
which  combine  to  prove  that  the  property 
ofan  English  subject,  being  a  freeman  or 
freeholder,  cannot  be  taken  from  him  but 
by  his  own  consent :   to  deprive  the  colo- 
nies, therefore,  of  this  right,  is  to  reduce 
them  to  a  state  of  vassalage,  leaving  tliem 
nothing  they  can  call  their  own,  nor  capa- 
ble of  any  acquisition  but' for  the  benefit 
of  others.    It  is  with  infinite  and  inex- 
pressible concern,  that  the  petitioners  see 
in  these  Bills,  and  in  the  principles  of 
them,  a  direct  tendency  to  ^duce  their 
countrymen  to  the  dreadful  alternative  of 
being  totally  enslaved,  or  compelled  into 
a  contest  the  most  shocking  and  unnaturd 
with  a  parent  state,  which  has  ever  been 
the  object  of  their  veneration  and  their 
love;  theyintreat  the  House  to  consider 
ihat  the  restraints  which  examples  of  such 
severity  and  injustice  interpose,  are  ever 
attended  with  most  dangerous  hatred.    In 
a  distress  of  mind  which  cannot  be  de- 
scribed, the  petitioners  conjure  the  House 
not  to  convert  that  zeal  and  a&ction 
which  have  hitherto  united  every  Ameri- 
can hand  and  heart  in  the  interests  of 
England,  into  passions  the  most  painful 
and   pernicious ;    most    earnestly    they 
beseech    the    House    not    to   attempt 


reducinff  tben:i  to  a  skate  of  daverj, 
which  tne  English  principles  of  liberty 
they  inherit  from  tneir  mother  coantr; 
will  render  worse  than  death ;  and  there- 
fore praying  the  House  will  not^  by  pass- 
ing these  Bills,  overwhelm  them  with  af- 
fliction, and  reduce  their  countrymeD  to 
the  most  abject  state  of  misery  and  humi- 
liation, or  drive  them  to  the  last  resources 
of  desparir.'* 

The  Petition  was  ordered  to  lie  on  tht 
table. 

Further  Debate  in  the  Commoms  cm  tie 
Bill  for  regulating  the  GovemmerU  ^f 
Massachuse^s  BayJ^  The  order  of  the 
day  was  read  for  the  third  leading  of  this 
Bill. 

Mr.  Dunning.  There  seems  to  me  to 
be  a  system  of  tyranny  adopted  tbroucii* 
out  the  whole  of  the  three  Bills  whick 
have  been  brought  into  this  House,  one  of 
which  is  passed,  and  the  other  two  vt 
now  under  consideration.  While  the  fint 
proposition  stood  single,  I  mean  the  Bos- 
ton Port  Bill,  I  did  not  think  it  of  suffi- 
cient magnitude  to  oppose  it,  till  it  was 
followed  by  these  two  others.  It  now  u^ 
pears  to  me,  that  the  inhabitants  of  Boston 
are  much  in  the  same  conditioo  as  pri- 
soners surrendering  st  discretion,  »itif 
in  the  power  of  the  minister  to  allow  or 
disallow  the  restoration  of  its  port  eiodi 
trade.  [He  then  gave  a  lon^  history  to 
the  House  of  the  manner  in  whk^  the 
Bills  had  been  moved  for  and  brought  in; 
he  animadverted  on  the  contents  of  the 
three  Bills,  and  commented  on  the  pre- 
amble of  the  Bill  now  before  the  House.} 
I  have  not,  said  he,  heard  of,  nor  do  1  tee 
any  overt  act  of  treason  stated  in  the  pre- 
amble of  this  Bill,  so  as  to  authorse  die 
severe  punishments  which  it  enacts:  «e 
are  now,  I  find,  in  possession  of  the  whole 
of  that  fatal  secret,  which  was  intended  ss 
a  corrective  for  all  the  dbturbances  in 
America;  but  it  does  not  appear  to  be 
either  peace  or  the  olive-branch— -it  is 
war,  severe  revenge,  and  hatred  i^pinst 
our  own  subjects.  We  are  now  coo^  to 
that  fatal  dilemma,  <  resist,  and  we  wiS 
cut  your  throats ;  submit,  and  we  will  tax 
you'— such  is  the  reward  of  obedience. 
There  appears  to  me  nothing  of  a  system 
or  plan  throughout  the  w]x>le  that  has 
been  adopted  or  intended,  becaose  the 
Bills  have  been  so  altered,  in  the  commit- 
tee,* that  there  is  scarce  a  word  remaining 
of  the  original  plan,  if  there  was  any ;  the 
preamble  of  the  Bill  now  before osi 
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:o  have  a  presumption  of  open  resistance, 
of  which  no  proof  has  as  yet  been  proved 
at  your  bar,  so  as  to  countenance  such  an 
su^ertion ;  if,  indeed,  that  military  guard, 
i¥hich  was  appointed  by  the  town,  had 
been  employed  in  the  manner  as  the  pre- 
amble mentions,  it  might  then  have  been 
deemed  an  open  resistance,  but  nothing  of 
that  kind  happened ;  the  whole  resistance 
Lhat  was  made  was  by  a  few  of  the  mob 
urged  on  by  the  impetuosity  of  riot  and 
listurbance.  Had  any  thing  appeared 
:bat  bore  the  least  similarity  to  treason  or 
rebellion,  my '  hon.  and  learned  friends 
pvoold  have  told  us  that  it  was  treason, 
ind  I  will  give  them  credit  for  their  wil- 
ingness  upon  such  an  occasion;  but  if 
;here  was  treason,  there  were  traitors, 
Jiey  would  have  been  known  and  puhish- 
^ ;  and  if  not  known,  they  would  at  least 
lave  been  enquired  after;  but  as  no  en- 
:|uii^  has  yet  been  set  on  foot,  I  will  be 
!>old  to  say,  there  was  neither  treason  nor 
rraitors.  We  seem  to  be  in  a  strange  con- 
dition, not  knowing  whom  we  have  to  deal 
with,  nor  in  what  manner  to  act.  If  gen« 
tlemen  will  look  into  the  charter,  it  will 
be  seen  that  th&  governor  complained, 
without  cause,  of  tiie  want  of  powek* ;  it 
was  the  ignorance  of  the  governor ;  he 
bad  power,  but  did  not  know  it;  and  I 
think  that  the  gentlemen  who  had  the 
planning  of  these  Boston  Bills,  have  made 
iterations  in  the  government  of  Massa- 
chusetts Bay,  without  the  previous  cere- 
nony  of  knowing  the  old  one.  There 
nust  be,  and  certainlv  is,  a  complete  le- 
^lative  power  vestea  in  the  assembly  of 
:he  province,  to  have  given  this  power  to 
:he  governor,  had  the  charter  been  defi- 
;ient,  I  mean  for  the  preservation  of  peace 
md  good  order.  [  He  spoke  a  long  time  to 
irove  that  the  constitution  of  Massachu- 
(et's  Bay^  was  in  no  manner  defective,  but 
hat  the  defect  was  owing  to  some  unknown 
»u8e ;  and,  said  he,  to  what,  I  prof^  I 
lo  not  know.]'  When  1  talk  of  the  minis- 
;er,  I  mean  to  speak  with  all  due  respect 
o  the  noble  lonl,  though  I  do  not  consi- 
ler  him  as  the  immediate  actor  of  all  ^is. 
[  know  not  the  age,  the  person,  or  the 
ex,  but  that  I  may  not  be  wrong,  I  will 
ise  the  language  of  acta  of  parliament, 
vhich  I  imagine  will  comprenend,  and 
rill  say,  he,  she,  or  they ;  to  that  person 
ft  persons  alone  do  I  mean  to  address  my- 
leln  Let  me  ask,  said  he,  whether  these 
nischieft  arising  firom  the  charter  are  pe- 
culiar to  Massachusetts  Bay  ?  Are  there 
lot  jdeSdendes  ia  others  i  yet,  it  is  said^ 


an  alteration  is  necessary  to  make  the 
charter  conformable  to  the  royal  goverb- 
ment.  Now  do  you  know  that  when  you 
have  altered  it,  it  will  not  be  dissimilar  to 
many  of  the  others,  when  the  ignorance  of 
the  government  of  one  province  appears  to 
roe  to  be  as  great  in  those  who  are  to  alter 
it,  as  in  the  others.  I  find  great  fault,  Sir^ 
that  the  whole  of  this  arrangement  is  to  be 
under  the  direction  of  the  crown  ;  and  that 
the  whole  civil  and  railirary  power  of  tha( 
countty  is  to  be  totally  at  the  dispcMial  of  the 
ministers  of  this. — He  then  went  through 
the  different  clauses  of  the  Bill,  objecting 
principally  against  the  prisoners  being 
Drougnt  over  here,  as  contained  in  the  last 
Bill ;  and  that  difficulties  would  arise  which 
would  convince  gentlemen  who  had  a  con- 
cern in  the  management  of  these  afiairs, 
that  what  they  had  done  had  tended  to 
disunite  the  affections  v  of  the  American 
subjects  from  this  country ;  and,  instead 
of  promoting  peace,  order,  and  obedience^ 
would  produce  nothing  but  clamour,-  dis« 
content,  and  rebellion. 

Sir  fViiUam  Meredith  said,  that  if  ne- 
cessity gave  a  right  to  tax  America,  the 
state  of  our  finances  at  the  close  of  the 
last  war  fuUy  justified  the  Stamp  Act. 
That  he  acknowledged  the  supremacy  of 
Oreat  Britain  over  America ;  but  that' the 
legislature  of  a  free  country  must  not,  in 
taxation,  or  any  other  act  of  power,  de- 
prive the  subfect  of  his  right  to  freedom 
m  person  and  property.  The  security  an 
Englishman  has  m  property  consists  id 
this;  that  no  tax  can  be  imposed  Upon 
him  but  by  the  very  members  of  parlia- 
ment who  pay  the  tax  themselves,  equally; 
with  all  those-  on  whom  they  impose  it ; 
that  no  man  had  any  thins  ne  could  call 
his  own,  if  another  could  taxe  his  property, 
and  U86  it,  either  for  his  advantage,  oV  in 
order  to  prevent  the  diminution  of  his  own 
fortune ;  but  that  such  taxes  only  might 
be  raised  as  were  consequential  to  regula- 
tions of  trade — such  were  port  duties. 
That  a  tax  similar  to  that  upon  tea  was  im- 
posed by  the  25th  of  Charles  2,  since  that 
time  upon  molasses,  and  other  ^  articles, 
which  the  Americans  had  acquiesced  in. 
That  he  never  approved  the  tax  upon  tea ; 
and  had  opposed  it,  aa  he  woula  always 
oppose  the  taxation  of  America!  But 
now,  that  the  Americans  had  not  only  re* 
sisted  the  act  of  parliainent,  butiaia  vio* 
lent  h^nds  on  the  merchants'  property,  it 
was  high  time  to  regulate  the  cburse  of 
justice,  so  that  our  merchants  might  trade 
thither  with  securigr.    That  tfao  preseal 
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)3.€^ulatio.n  Bills  went  po  further*  lliat 
ihey  established  the  trial  by  jury  in  Ame- 
rica the  same  as  in  England ;  whereas  the 
juries  were  now  appointed  according  to 
the  mere  will  and  pleasure  of  the  select 
men,  some  of  whom  had  been  forward  in 
committing  those  excesses,  that  occasion- 
ed the  present  uneasinesses.  That  the 
council  was  now  appointed  by  the  assem- 
bly, and  could  controul  every  act  of  the 
) governor;  the  execution  therefor^  of  every 
aw  enacted  by  the  British  parliament,  was 
at  their  option;  but  that  all  executive 
power  ^lust  be  subservient  to  the  legisla- 
tive, otherwise  the  legislature  itself  would 
be  a  ipere  cjrpher.  We  must  therefore 
either  relinquish  at  once  the  right  of  en- 
acting laws,  or  take  the  e;icecutiQn  of  tKejna 
but  of  the  han48  of  those  that  have  denied 
our  authprity  tq  make  them.  That  we 
had  better  ^reak  at  once  all  connections 
with  America,  than  encourage  our  mer- 
chants tb  trade  thither  without  the  full 
Protection  of  the  laws  of  their  country, 
oth  in  securing  their  effects,  and  in  ob- 
taining redress  for  such  injuries  as  they 
)nay  sustain. 

Mr.  Stanley^  These  Bills  certainly  af- 
fect the  interior  policy  of  America,  and 
^re  intended  for  the  better  regulation  of 
Its  internal  government.  Whatever  niay 
be  the  opinion  of  that  propriety  of  regula- 
iio^  witli  the  Americans,  I  know  not ;  but 
their  submission  to  the  laws  of  spme  coun- 
try is  necessary,  as  I  cannot  conceive  tl^e 
Independence  of  an  American  colony  to 
^xist,  whilst  the  balance  of  power  remains 
in  Europe,  supported  and  protected  by 
armies  and  navies.  These  people  must 
resort  to  soDoe  state,  and  i^  must  be  to  a 
Frptestant  one:  and  were  they  to  unit^ 
themselves  with  anjr  other  state  than  this, 
ibe^  would  meet  w^h  a  yo^e  andluirdeo 
yhich  th^y  would  not  iyish  to  bear.  It  is 
aald  by  some,  that  this  is  driving  them  to  a 
state  of  slavery ;  by  others,  that  this  pro- 
ceeding i^ill  be  ineffectual.  As  to  the  latter, 
if  we  do  not  go  far  enough,  we  are  cer- 
tainly on  the  ri^ht  side ;  but  I  cannot  sit 
still,  and  see  with  indifierence  (he  i^utho- 
iity  otthis  country  submitting  to  eyery  in- 
4*^ni|;y  they  shafl  offer  us.  There  w^ 
but  two  way9  of  governing  mankind,  by 
£>rce,  or  by  consent.  Mankind  are  to  be 
govern^4  by  legal  po.^er,  eca?^^  by  pre- 
sfribed  r^es  of  law  and  justice; '  ^  n 
ijfeasure  estabhsjbed  o^  this  dvctriipie,  flo- 
ikr\^  (be  concurrence  of  the  House*. 
^Hei[e,he  gave  a  long  account  of  the  rise 
^  ^  Ao^ican  gove^omen^,  ^d  fi^we^t 
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that  an  inattention  to  it,  in  its  infto^,  hai 
induced  the  Americans  $o  to  ihak  d 
themselves,  as  to  throw  the  govenuoeot 
into  a  wild  democracy ;  that  it  was  notdC 
after  the  {lestoration  that  any  degree  of 
attention  was  paid  them:  he  tiien  read  is 
extract  from  some  old  papers,  shewing  that 
the  Americans  had,  so  long  ago  as  king 
William's  time,  refused  obedience  to  the 
prerogative  in  many  instances.]  Ame* 
rica,  sa^s  he»  is  not  now  to  be  ^OTeroed 
as  it  might  be  a  hundred  year»  ago ;  and 
how  is  it  po^ible  that  the  councifsbouU, 
in  any  shape,  have  power,  ^hen  it  appeaz^ 
that  if  any  person*  of  moderate  passiooi 
towards  the  degree  of  respect  or  authorirr 
to  this  country,  is  chpsen  of  tb^  couo4 
%nd  is  mclined  to  assist  the  governor,  be 
has  always  soon  after  been  diiiplaced  ?  lit 
me  ask  gentlemen,  if  the  property  of  die 
sublects  of  this  country  bad  been  injured 
in  France,  would  they,  haye  thought  it  i 
prudent  conduct  to  have  sat  ftiU  and  done 
nothing  i  I  had  much  rather  that  this  ds- 
pute  had  passed  niqe  years  ago.  but  I 
would  rather  meet  the  attack  now  than 
nine  years  hence ;  and  I  shoulil  blame  or* 
self  much  if,  by  any  vote  of  miiie,J  shouU 
separate  so  vfuuable  a  province  from  this 
country. 

Mr.  T.  Totonskend.  The  importance  rf 
this  subject,  and  the  melancholy  coltf^ 
quences  which  are  likely  to  ensue,  deserre 
toe  serious  attention  of  this  Hou^e.  1  ^ 
not  in  a  hurry  to  adopt  the  opioiop  of  ad* 
ministration,  but  I  should  be  the  lowest 
wretch  upon  earth  if  I  suffered  private  opn 
nion  to  be  smothered.  I  was  deteraioed 
to  give  support  to  the  iqost  plausible  oe* 
thod  that  wsi»  proposed,  ^nd  1  will  say,  tf 
to  this  method,  '  Si  quid  noviati  recuai 
istU,  candidus  imperti;  si  non,  his  utere 
mecum.'  I  *m  mqch  inverse  to  ^"^ 
dling  with  pharters,  hut  when  I  lee  toe 
inconveniencies  that  arise  from  the  tova; 
meetings,  I  do  no,t  think  myself  unreiioft' 
able  in  wishing  t^  adopt  an  fmesdiuent 
i  think  the  juries  aj^e  property  filtered,  sc* 
cordipg  to  pe  constitution,  of  this  ooaar 
try,  nor  ^ve  1  any  (AjjecUou  t<)  »^be«| 
brought  over  to  England  to  b^  trie^  '*  p 
is  impossible  to  fi^qmeti  of  ^^^^ 
tioo  and  proper  tempft^  to  tw  them  in  tW 
country ;  and  if  (  we  this  Bill  left  JJ  ^ 
executioA  of  the  abilities  of  ga>^  ^ 
I  f(^airiv>ttlWaucci^o^it*  4^f^ 
Sk.  that  men  who  were  the  m«*:W*.  * 


Sjj;,  ^hf  t  men  who  were  tjje  i-r- .  v  .-^ 
^fOf^i^nt^o  the  Stamp  A^<»«t  -  tti 
It  Wfts  agitating,,  ^erwifi:?^  wm  ' .' 


fo^ind'^  tpraslikd^f  ^9  p|^  wfR  Iffil^ 
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JO  Iiaxe  cqiupjed  this  q^easiire  iritb  Bffo* 
her;  I  mean  the  repeal  of  the  teaM(i 
vbich  we  might  have  dooe  without  sjiew* 
Dg  the  le^8t  timidity,  but  sliall  Q^ntftiD^ 
nyaelf  vrith  gur^pg  my  ^ffirm^Mve  I9  ^ 
)re8eDt  Bill. 

Col.  i)arr/.  The  queatian  ^ovh^fopf 
18  i^  whether  we  ijrill  c^^uae  to  bri^ig^  9ver 
lie  afiectioDa  of  ail<Mir^Wics  by  lenieqt 
ncasuresy  0|r  ^0  wage  Jj^Bg  with  th^npi  ?  J 
Jiall  content  ipyself  yirithsM^ingr-[Uerf 
le  gave  a  lo^g  history  in  wbf  t  jn^aan^  ]\||r. 
jrrenviile,  9^  ^n  able  fin9pci«r»  wlfikdi 
4}  ae^ch  for  means  to  lifaMerfit^P  It^  fiaWf 
xy  xvovfi  its  load  of  debts]  that  wb^n  tbd 
§tamp  Act  WW  repet^Ied,  it  produced  qnje^ 
ind  e^:  ^jss  it  tbefi  in  the  ^ontampla- 
Jon  Qf  any  sobfer»  honest  mind»  tJb^t  any 
>^ier  t^  woul^  be  laid,  op  for  at  l^as^  M 
century?  He  blamed  th^  jat^  Sfr,  G 
Townsben^*  with  all  l^a  eloquenqe,  for 
oadipg  America  with  a  t^x ;  n^c  was  he« 
laid  he,  sufficiently  caiitjous  in  chooatng 
proper  commissioners  for  exi»apttng  bis 
:rust  t  it  wa^  this  which  disgusted  the  inr 
tiabitaotf  of  Qoetoo,  and  there  has  been 
aothing  but  riote  ever  since.  I|  is  the 
July  of  th^  governing  s^au^-to  correct  erv 
rors  aqd  iiyrong  opinions.  [Here  he  read 
Kever^l  extracts  of  Mk.  Diifkinson's  hook, 
entitledi  "  Farmer's  I^ettets."]  You  sent 
9ver  troops,  said  h#,  ip  1768,  and  in  1770 
|rou  were  p^liged  to  recall  them.  The 
people  w^e  fired  at  by  a  \Bm\ei»  soldiery, 
ind  sevep  or  eight  innocent  perf oqs  were 
ijlled.  They  were  carried  about  the  town 
u  victims  of  your  reveoge,  to  incite  the 
compassion  of  the  friends  and  relations  of 
l^he  deceased*  and  neKt  morniug  you  were 
rorced  to  order  thp  troops  out  of  town, 
(le  condemnLed  much  |he  pehaviourof  go* 
rerpor  Hutchip%9^,.  ap  m  aocompHce  in 
;hf  presept  diftturbfrn^ea,  and  commend*^ 
^  the  behaviour  pf  governor  Trvon,  who, 
Icnpwing  th4t  he  could  only  land  the  tea 
pi  the  muzzle  of  his  guns,  prudently  seat 
t  Mck  to  Eq^huiuL  AU  other  colonies, 
le  said»  hf  d'  behaved  with  nearly  the  same 
iegr^  Qf  f^^sMiiaaqe,  and  yet  you  point 
ill  yoHr  relre^ge  ^  Boston  ^oae;  but  I 
fhink  you  wiU  very  sQoa  have  ibe  rest  of 
ihe  copies  on  your  back.  You  have 
blocked  up  the  port  of  Boston;  I  support- 
ad  you  in  th^t*  ^nd  I  think  I  ba\'e  no  great 
^Ut  on  thSit  headt  as  I  thought  it  was  a 
aaeasnjre  adqpted  to  produce  a  oompro* 
inise  for  th^  damage  the  East  lodia  Com^ 
^apy  had  suatained.  You  propose,  by  this 
BiU»  ^  niak»  ^  eoia&eU  ef  BeatoDneailj 


siinilar  toMNM.ff  thlB  Other  rinral  gpyenii- 
ments:  have  OfOt  the  othem  bmved  in  as 
bad  a  manper  as  Boston^  And  ilasBrfy 
ofiinioa,  that  the  oQce  of  couofctl,  bein^ 
chosen  by  the  crown,  will  become  «a 
odipus,  that  you  wiU  /not.  get  a  respectable 
m%9  that  dares  jte  accept  of  it,,  unless  yon 
Jhiyo.iithe  military  officer^  for  the.  couocili 
w\kom  I  think*  ia  my  Q0fl8deBcei:willbep 
\»rf$  ivieU*  h0L  me  ask  aglii6»  wiiat  set> 
cur^  the  rest  of  the  coloniea  wiO  havt^ 
thit  upon  the  le^it mneteoceof  disobedit 
eppe,  ycHi  will  aot  takie  awa^'4he  aisemhly 
from  M^e  lusxA  cf  them  ithal  is  ffefmetory.«P*« 
H#re  \m.  blamed  tfae  BUiufce  very  ipadk 
for  f\o%  repeiviog  the.  petition  ofjMc  BoHad^ 
ivbi;^be  said*  had  corresponded  with  the 
myr  ootinci],  and  hiid  been  allowed  and 
revived  at  the  public  offices  as  .agent  fiir 
Af^  polonies.  Why,  said  he,. will  yoii 
pretend  jto  idter  the  xbarter  of  tiail  coo^ 
stitutiop  ef  which  you  know  not  its  ptch 
peut  form  of  government ;  for^  he  saicT,  ha 
bad  observed  that  the  late  gbveniov  of 
Boston  (governor  PownaU)  had  been, 
during  the  different  stages  m  which  the 
Bill  bi|d  been  debated,  going  from  side  to 
aide  of  the  House,  to  give  information 
fbout  the  government  and  its  kws,  many 
pf  which  h»  remembered ;  some  few  tlie 
governor  had  forgot  In  France,  Sir,  it  is 
a  QUftoip,  aaid  he,  to  judge  upon  onei^ixthy 
aeYanth,.or  eightli  of  a  pcDQff.-*the  unfor- 
tunate jCalaa,  of  Thoulouse,  was  condenm- 
ed  upon  eight  hearsays,  which  in  Franca 
amounted  to  a  proof ;  but,  surely,  a  Bri» 
tjah  House  of  Commons  will  not  condemn 
on  such  evidence ;  and  I  hqpe  never  to  see 
Thoulouse  arguments  [here  a  member 
obaerved  be  meant  Uo  toat  arguments] 
admitted  ai  proof  here.  I  do  not  know  en 
fM^y  precedent  for  this  Bill ;  it  is  impossi^ 
hie  to  put  it  in  execution ;  and  I  will  tell 
the  House  a  story  that  happened  to  us  when 
we  marched  at  Ticonderc^a :  the  inhabit* 
ants  of  that  town  looked  upon  the  officers 
of  the  corps  as  men  of  superior  beings 
10  theroselvesp  and  the  youngtei  amongst 
tben^  I  will  answer  for  it,  was  higmj 
treaied»  and  indulged  by  the<  fwr  sex  to 
the  utmost  of  our  wishes,  evea  their  iftvei 
and  daughters  were  at  our  service;  and  If 
the  same  degree  of  civility  prevails,  tbioli 
you  that  it  is  possible  the  execution  of  this 
iBill  can  ever  be  observed  by  your  army  i 
I  was  of  the  profession  myself,  and  I  Mg 
leave  to  tell  the  House  that  I  am  no  de^ 
sorter  from  ik  I  was  Ibrced  ont  of  it  'b)r 
means  which  a  man  of  spirit  ooald  not 
snbmitto.    ItaketUiofpaftiaaiqftoiiV 
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again,  that  I  am  no  deseit^  froiA  hkj  pro- 
^eMioD.  [Here  it  was  strongty  imagined; 
that  tlie  colonel  meant  to  give  a  broad 
bint  to  administration,  that  the  line  of  his 

r*ofe88ion  was  not  disagreeable  to  him.] 
think  thia  Bill  is,  in  eveiy  shape,  to  be 
condemned;  for  that  law  whicn  shocks 
equity  is  reason's  murderer;  and  all  the 
protection  that  ^ou  mean  to  gite  f»  the 
military,  whilst  m  the  execution  of  their 
doty,  will  serre  but  to  make  them  odTous ; 
and  what  is  so  to  others,  will  soonty^coml^ 
80  to  themeelf  es.  I  would  rather  see  ge^ 
neral  Gage  invested  with  a  power  lof  par* 
doD,  than  to  have  men  brought  ovJer  heire 
to  be  tried ;  and  the  state  of  the  case  upon 
the  trial,  i  mean  in  America,  would,  I 
am  sure,  justify  such  pardon.  You  are, 
by  this  Bill,  at  war  with  your  colonies ; 
you  may  march  your  iroops  from  north 
to  soutli^  and  meet  no  enemy;  but  the 
people  there  #ill  aoon  torn  out,  like  the 
aullen  Hollaiiders,  a  set  of  sturdy  rebels ; 
m  perpetual  exertion  of  your  authority  will 
soon  ruin  you;  therefore,  let  me  advise 
you  to  desist.  Let  us  but  look  a  little  into 
our  behaviour*  When  we  are  insulted  by 
France  and  Spain,  we  negociate— when 
we  dispute  with  our  colonies,  we  prepare 
our  ships  and  our  troops  to  attack  them. 
It  has  been  the  language  of  a  noble  lord, 
that  when  America  is  at  our  feet,  we  will 
forgive,them,  and  tax  them ;  but  let  me 
recommend  lenient  measures,  and  to  go 
cap  in  hand  to  your  subjects ;  if  you  do 
ac^  you  will  riiin  them.  The  great  mi- 
nister of  this  country  (lord  Chatham)  al* 
ways  went  cap  in  hand  to  all :'  his  mea* 
aures  were  lenient  and  palliative ;  but  we 
have  now  adopted  another  system.  In  the 
one  House  of  Parliament  **  we  have  passed 
the  Rubicon,'*  in  the  other  **  delenda  est 
Carthaao."  [He  gave  a  history  here  of 
the  different  state  of  finance  in  whfidi 
France  was ;  that  it  was  superior  in  every 
degree  to  Uiis  country;  tnat  their  esta- 
blishments were  lower  in  point  of  ex« 
pence ;  and  that  France  was  more  ready 
and  fit  to  go  to  war  than  we  wei^  ;  and 
that  during  these  troubles  with  our  colo* 
nies,  France  would  not  lie  quiet ;]  But  I 
see  nothing,  said  he,  in  the  present  mea- 
lores  but  inhumanity,  iniustice,  anfd  wick- 
edness ;  and  I  fear  that  the  hand  of  heaven 
will  fall  down  on  this  country  with  the 
lame  degree  of  venf^eance. 

Mr.  6\  Fm.    I  rue,  Sir,  with  an  utter 

detestation  and  abhorrence  of  the  present 

measures*    Ills  asserted  by  many  gentle* 

inaOt^bat^bMeipeasttres  are  adopted  to 
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keep  up  die  regaiti  of.  the  people,  but  I 
can  by  no  means  alcqoiesce  in  that ;  d 
these  Bills  have  no  qualities  relative  to 
those  lenient 'measures.  As  to  the  sec<nd 
Bill,  it  has  a  most  wanton  and  wicked 
purpose ;  we  are  either  to  treat  the  Ame* 
ricans  as  subjects  or  as  rebela.  If  wc 
treat  them^  to  subjects,  the  Bill  goes  toe 
fiir  r  if  aii  rebels,  it  does  not  go  fkr  enoagfa. 
They  heie  never  yet  submitted,  and  I 
tr^st  they  toever  wilL  We  lia:ve  refused 
to  hear  the  parties  in  thehr  defence,  sad 
we  ai%  going  to  destroy  their  diarter  with- 
out kiiowing  the  constitutioit  of  their  go- 
vernment. 1  am  utterly  against  audi  mes- 
Bures  as  these,  which  can  tend  to  nodimg 
but  to  raise  disturbance  and  rebdlioo. 

The  Marquis  of  Camutriken,^     I  do  not 
mean  to  trespass  long  at  this  hour  of  the 
night ;  but  there  is  not  a  person  in  the 
world  a  stranger  to  the  praMrdcea  carried 
on  in  America,  wkh  a  direct  intenticm  rs 
throw  off  their  dependance  on  this  coob- 
try.  The  opposition  which  ther  fomented, 
was  not  made  on  account  of  me  tax,  bd 
was  a  systematic  measure  of  oppoaitioo  t» 
every  iMirt  of  the  law  of  thia  countr^r.    It 
might  have  been  thought  by  sober-minded 
people,  that  the  repeal  of  the  Stamp  Ao 
would  have  brought  them  back  to  a  sense 
of  their  duty :  but,  alas !  Sir,    it  had  t 
contrary  e8ectC     [ile  read  an  extract  of 
a  letter  from  governor  Bernard,    setting 
forth,  that  upon  coercive  measures  being 
adopted  in  this  country,  the  Americans 
seemed  to   ^ye    an  acquiescence;    bat 
whenevei;  lenient  ones  were  the  system  of 
administration,  they  have  always  been  tiff- 
bulent  and  riotous.]  It  has  beoi  (observed. 
Sir,  by  an  hon.  gentleman  (coionel  Barrel 
that  a  great    minister   (lord  Chatham  1 
proceed^  upon  cap-in-hand  measures,    i 
do  not  agree  with  nim  on  that  point,  as  I 
never  heard  that  minister  celebrated  for 
that  part  of  his  character.     I  always  un- 
derstood that  his  measures  were  spirited 
and  vigorous,  and  that  he  was  the  larthest 
man  in  the  world  from  making  use  of  cs|^ 
in-hand  measures ;  his  character^  was  of  a 
far  diflferent  nature.    I  refer  the  House  to 
all  the  paoMryrics  that  have  been  passed 
on  that  ncble  lord,  for  confirming  what  I 
say.     But,  Sir,  the  time  may  soon  come, 
when  that  noble  lord  will  have  an  oppor- 
tunity, in  the  other  House  of  Parliament, 
to  adopt  aad  make  use  of  those  ^cap-ia- 
hand  measures  which  the  hon.  gentleman 
has  just  now  attributed  to  him,  as  a  pait 
of  his  character;  but  I  strongly  bdwvs 
his  aystem  will  be  of  a  diflarent  land. 
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'  *  Mir.  SU  John,    I  riaet  Sir,  le  nmke  a 
ew  obBervatioos  upon  what  has.  been  faid* 
t  ik«8  been  suied  that  thia  Bill  -ia  taking 
iwvy  all  the  rights  of  the  Antrieana  in 
me  day,  and  that  it  ii  a  total  destruction 
if  their  charter.    What  is  this,  Sir»  but  a 
rrosa  misrepresentation  of  parliamentary 
iroeeedings  I  I  hold  it.  Sir,  imprudent  to 
neddle  with  chartered  rights,  bat  in  cases 
nrhere  the  rigjits  of  that  charter  are  ex- 
i^ncised  to  the  detriment  and  injury  of  the 
people.    Sir,  parliament  has  saved  Ame- 
rica from  the  jaws  of  tyranny,  by  amend- 
og  their  constitution ;  and  to  say  that*we . 
lave  no  right  to  alter  their  government 
Tot  such  purpose,  appears  to  me  the  high- 
est absurdity ;  we  are  perpetually  altering 
uid  ameliorating  our  own.  oonslitutiony 
upon  emergencies;   is   there,   then,  no 
emergency  at  this  present  instant^  when 
your  officejTs  are  obliged  tt»  take  shelter  in 
your  castle ;  when  the  raagistcates  refuse 
to  execute  their  authority  to  keep  the 
peace;    when  your  ships  are  plundered, 
and  your  trade  obstructed;  and  whenever 
a  person  endeavours  to  reform  the  con- 
stitution of  that  country,  he  incurs  nought 
but  pains  and  penalties  ?  Is  it  no  defect^ 
that  the  inbabyUiKs,  when  they  meet  to 
choose  their  officers  of  the  town,  deter- 
mine upon  points  that  go  to  the  very  vitds. 
of  the  constitution  ?   Not  to  correct  these 
deficiencies  in  their  constitution,  but  to 
give  up  the  points  which  they  contend  for, 
would  be  a  base  surrender  of  the.  rights- of 
posterity.    It  has  been  nid,  that  this  law 
IS  partial,  but  that  that  partiality  is  appli- 
cable only  to  the  people  of  Boston,  who 
have  been  the  ringleaders  of  the  whole 
disturbapocs ;  that  it  is  slow,  I  also  agree, 
because  measures  of  this  sort,  when  adopt- 
ed on  the  line  of  security,  proceed  with  an 
attentive  step.    But  I  cannot  agree  that, 
the  measure  is  hostile;  if  it  is,  it  is  hosti- 
lity adopted  for  the  prevention  of  blood- 
shed.   Have  we  not  been  provoked  to  Uiis 
from   the  manifold   iojuries    which  this 
country  has  received  ?  It  is  not,  Sir,  the 
^rength  of  America  that  we  dread ;  th^y 
have  neither  men,  army,  nor  navy.   What 
then  havie  we  to  fear^do  we  dread  the 
loss  of  our  trade  ?   No,  Sir,  the  avarice 
of  the  Americans  will  prevent  that.  They 
threaten  us  with  not  paying  their  dc^ts ; 
but  I  am  airaid,  if  we  give  way  to  them, 
they  will  not  allow  that  they  owe  us  any : 
however.  Sir,  let  us  not  proceed  weakly 
nor   violently,  but  with  resolution  and 
firmness.    I  approve  of  the  system  that  is 
adopted ;  and  with  regard  to  a  fair  and 


impartisl  trtd  ib  that  country,  V  tUnk  it 
not  only  iospr&bable  but  impoaiible ;  i 
therefore  ^ish  well  to  the  present  BilU 

Mr.  Bffng%    I  am  sorry,  Sir,  to  find  that 
we  are  not  now  proceeding  in  our  judicial, 
capaci^,  but  in*  our  l^islative  one ;  I . 
could  wish  that  we  instilled  into  th^mea- 
sure   more  judgment,  and  lea?   of. our 
power.    It  is  said  this  measure  is  adopted 
to  prevent  bloodshed ;  is  it  then  that  you 
send  arinies  there  for  that  purpose  Mt  has  ^ 
been  said,,  that  parliament  has  bowed  its 
head  to  every  minister  as  often  as  mea^ 
surea  have  been  adopted.    It  bowed  when 
the  Stamp  Act  was  made ;  it  bowed  when  - 
it  was  repealed.    I  wish,  however,  in:  thia  .• 
present  instance,  it  would  for  once  not  be- 
quite  so  civil..   \%  has  been  said*  that  thoBe 
Bills  are  for  amending  the  conttitutioo. 
Will  gentlemen  call  that  amendment  a 
good  one,  which  directs,  that  the  judges* 
places  shaU  be  at  the  disposal  of  the  crown  > 
Surely  not.    It  has  been  said.  Sir,  that 
there  has  been  treason  iiod  traitoki,  but 
that  the  traitors  are  not  known.    There 
can  be  no  treason  without,  traitors,  there- 
fore endeavour  to  fii34  out  the  fraitovs- 
first,  that  they  may  be  punished,  to  save 
the  destruction  of  an  innocent  people.    It  • 
has  been  urged,  that  this  Bill  is  only  for  a 
short  time ;  but  the  same  argument  that 
operates  for  its  continuance  m  an  hour^ 
will  operate  equally  for  iu  perpetuity, 

Mr.  R^by*  I  rise.  Sir,  only  to  contra* 
diet  an  opinion  which  has  been  imbibed^ 
that,  in  the  debate  the  other  day,  I  wished 
to  tax  Ireland*  I  only  used  it  as  an  ar- 
gum^t  in  my  speech  to  tax  America,  but 
never  expressed  a  hint  that  it  was  proper 
to  tax  it.  It  has  also  been  observed,  tnat 
i  treated  requisition  in  a  ridiculous  light; 
I  did  so ;  and  I  think  anfy  requisition  to 
the  Americans  for  their  quota  of  their 
taxes,  would  be  both  ridiculous  and  inef- 
fectual. But  the  hon.  gentleman's  (col* 
Barry's)  ideas  of  requisition,  ^o  no  fur- 
ther than  furnishing  provision  for  a  regt- 
raent.  The  hon.  gentleman  has  take|p 
three  or  four  days  to  consider  of  mr 
speech,  in  order  to  give  it  an  answer.  I 
say  stand  and  deliver,  to  the  Americans^ 
just  as  much  as  I  say  to  my  constituentSg 
when  I  give  my  vote  to  passing  the  Land- 
tax  Bill ;  but  the  hon.  gentleman  was  very 
desirous  to  have  a  fling  at  me.  I  desire. 
Sir,  to  support  the  present  ministry,  be- 
cause I  regard  them ;  because  I  have  re- 
spect for  their  abilities  and  resolution*. 
That  great  minister,  Sir,  who  has  been  so  - 
much  famed  for  cap-in-hand  msasures, 


1811]       U  GEORGK  IIL      Rtrth^ 

did  maU  Bis  ooantry  too  big  for  aky-Me; 
ef  en  hiniielf«  to  govern.  Thetfe  i»  not  m 
tymptom  that  any  of  the  people  out  of 
&on  are  diapletfsed  with  our  measores ; 
bat  I  aa  told' quite  the  centmry;  Ame- 
rica, at  this  ftistaot,  id  itt'  a>  atalie  of  dknm- 
right  anarohy.;  let  ut  give-  it  H  govern" 
ment.  ^  I  aiiraya,  Sir,  speak  when  I  like, 
and  hold  my  tongue  when  I  think  proper; 
and  whatever  weight  and  force  I  may  have 
been  repreeeoted  to  have,  oonneeti&d  with 
my  friends,  I  would  give  it  in  aup^rt  of 
the  jioble  lord  ;  I  would  vote.  Sir,  for 
these  measures,  were  I  upon  m^  oath, 
which  seems  now  to  be  the  fashionable 
parliamentarv  test  [alluding  to  those  ob- 
jeotilMM  he  always  made  to  the  oath  of  the 
committee  appointed  to  try  controverted 
elections]  ;  and  whether  I  am  upon  my 
honour,  or  my  oath,  I  will  give  a  hearty 
cbncurrence  to  these  measures. 

General  Contooy.  I  would  not  take  up 
the  time  of  the  House  at  this  late  hour  of' 
the  nifiht,  but  fbr  a  verv  short  time.  I 
never  did  maintain  that  tireat  Britain  had 
no  right  to  tax  America;  I  said  thi^  taxa- 
tion and  legislation  iMtd  no  connection  ;  I 
allowed  that  we  had  on  abstract  right  to 
tax  Ireland,  and  also  America,  in  tl^  'De^ 
claraeory  Act  $  but  I  do  not  know  the  time 
lAen  h  will  be  proper  and  right  so  to  tax. 
This  measure  will  throw  us  into  great  dif^^ 
ficulties,  which  I  do  not  know  when  we 
shall  get  out  of.  The  tax  uoon  tea  does 
nothing  for  our  revenue ;  it  is  no  object ; 
aa  long  as  you  continue  the  doctrine  of 
tasting  America,  you  will  never  be  at  rest. 
Where  is  this  dive  branch  I  have  heard  so 
much  talk  about  i  It  is  not  to  be  found  in 
these  measures.  I  do  not  wish  to  see  the 
military  protected  from  the  laws  of  their 
country ;  if  they  commit  an  oflfence,  why 
not  leave  them  open  in  the  same  manner 
as  others  are  ?  I  have  said,  that  we  are 
tl>6  aggressors,  and  I  say  so  still ;  after  so 
many  innovations  of  the  8tamp  Act,  and 
other  taxes,  I  am  for  cap-in -nand  mea- 
■ares,  for  lenity  and  tenderness  to  the 
Americans.  There  is  an  universal  right 
in  persons  to  be  heard  at  this  bar  in  ju* 
dicial  oases,  when  they  apply  for  it ;  but  I 
rise.  Sir,  only  to  lament  what  I  cannot 
prevent ;  and  that  this  spirit  may  be  rightly 
dkected,  I  do  hope  that  the  Americans 
Will  wait  till  better  times ;  for  I  think  it  is 
better  to^  have  peace  with  America,  and 
war  with'aH  the  world,  than  to  be  at  war 
with  America ;  because,  if  they  are  at 
peaoe  with  us,  they  will  contribute  to  sup- 
|!prt  ua  in  time  of  wac 


Lokd  G($6rgii  Germin,  I  hope  I  M 
b^  exoQsed,  Sir,  fbr  tl«spasiitig  a  fevnj. 
nueesontbetinfec^theHooft)^.  Isbodd 
be  sorry  to  bo  a  supporter  of  those  nm- 
sures,  which  are  termed  wicked  and  tif^ 
raimidal;  but  as  I  cannot  •  think  tint  thii 
Bflt  has  any  such  dencHii,  I  shall  resditj 
adopt  it.  '  'JThe  triid  of  the  militsry  ho 
been  much  objected  to.  What  is  it,  Sr, 
btit  a  proOsction  of  innocence  i  Will  joq 
not  wish  fbr  that.  Sir?  America,  sttim 
instant,  is  nothing  but  anarchy  and  eodb* 
sion.  Have  they  anv  one  measure  bot 
what  depends  upon  the  will  of  s  Itvlcs 
multitude  ?  Where  are  the  courts  of  ys- 
tioe  ?  Shot  up.  Where  are  your  jadges? 
One  of  them  taking  refbge  in  yourcouit 
Where  aVB^  your  council  ?  Where  is  yw 

SMTemor  ?  All  of  them  intimidsted  bri 
wless  rabble.  Can  these  men  expect  t 
fair  trid  ?  No,  Sir,  at  present  they  ban 
no  existence  as  any  part  of  the  executfre 
power.  It  is'  objected,  that  the  judges  n- 
cebo  thoir  sahiries  from  the  crovD,io^ 
not  from  the  people*  It  is  to  me  a  nutter 
of  surprite,  that  any  gentleman  coulil 
think  seriously  f6T  a  moment,  that  tiiit 
government  wanted  no  amendment  It 
has  been  said,  give  up  the  tea  tax:  Cn 
you  give  up  the  tea  tax,  without  tbe  con- 
stitution ?  Support  your  suprenacj,  vhK' 
ever  you  do ;  legislation  cannot  but  be 
part  of  it.  It  has  been  observed,  that  ft 
negodated  about  Falkland's  island;  I 
wish.  Sir,  we  could  negociate  with  tk 
Americana  upon  the  same  terms.  If  tber 
would  do  as  the  Spaniards  did,  that  s, 
disown  the  flM^t,  and  give  up  thepoiirtiB 
question,  we  might  then  negodst^  1^ 
Americans,  it  is  trde,  have  made  this  chin 
several  years,  of  exemption  from  taxadou, 
but  they  have  never  yet  carried  it.  Grett 
Britain  is  desired  to  •  be  at  peace  with  ber 
colonies,  by  an  acquiescence  in  tbor 
claim ;  but  do  you  call  such  asobnii»<« 
to  be  a  peace  ?  I  really  think  the  first  m 
for  blocking  up  the  port,  is  the  onlj;  BiB  « 
pains  and  penalties,  when  you  deprife  thtt 
port  of  its  trade ;  and  thi*  was  the Bfflto 
which  the  hon.  gentlemta  (eol.  B«^J 
gave  his  hearty  concurrence.  The  Bffl 
before  you  is  not  such  a  KB:  there «« 
no  pains  nor  penalties ;  thfeir  gorerofflCDt 
will  be  restored,  and  private  propeJfFj^ 
tected.  It  has  been  said,  go  to  the  Png '' 
bench  with  this  complaint,  as  in  former 
times ;  but  let  me  ask  gentlemen,  whether 
they  can  ameliorate  or  alter  their  charter. 
No,  Sir,  they  can  do  nothing  bat  ^ 
guilty  or  not  guilty,  by  totmi^  weff 
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jiarter.  It  it  inciimbeDt  on  every  man  to 
pve  his  opinion  from  his  own  breast  upon 
his  great  occasion ;  but.  Sir,  I  cannot 
lelp  once  more  condemning  Uiat  mob  of 
)eopIe,  which,  under  the  profession  of 
iberty,  carries  dark  designs  in  its  esfecu- 
ion;  but  my  utmost  wiw  is,  that  these 
oeasures,  in  their  consequences,  may  turn 
wt  well,  and  contrary  to  what  has  been 
ipprehended. 

Mr.  Charles  Fox.  1  take  this  to  be  the 
[uestion,  whether  America  is  to  be  go- 
lerned  by  force,  or  management  ?  I  never 
;ould  conceive  that  the  Americans  could 
>e  taxed  without  their  consent.  Just  as 
be  House  of  Commons  stands  to  the 
House  of  Lords,  with  resard  to  taxation 
md  legislation,  so  stanos  America  with 
jreat  Britain.  There  is  pot  an  American, 
Nit  who  must  reject  and  resist  the  prin- 
ciple and  right  of  our  taxing  them.  The 
{uestion,  then,  is  shortly  this :  Whether 
we  oueht  to  govern  America  on  tliese 
>nncipTes  ?  Can  this  country  gain  strength 
)y  keepins  up  such  a  dispute  as  this  i  Tell 
ne  when  America  is  to  be  taxed,  so  as  to 
'elieve  the  burthens  of  this  country.  I 
ook  upon  this  measure  to  be  in  effect 
aking  away  their  charter ;  if  their  charter 
s  to  be  taken  away,  for  God's  sake  let  it 
te  taken  away  by  law,  and  not  by  a  legis- 
ative  coercion  :  but  I  cannot  conceive 
;hat  any  law  whatever,  while  their  charter 
M>ntinue8,  will  make  them  think  that  you 
lave  a  right  to  tax  them.  If  a  system  of 
brce  is  to  be  established,  there  is  no  pro- 
rision  for  that  in  this  Bill ;  it  does  not  go 
ar  enough ;  if  it  is  to  induce  them  by  fur 
neons,  it  goes  too  far.  The  only  method 
nr  which  the  Americans  will  ever  think 
bey  are  attached  to  this  country,  will  be 
>y  laving  aside  the  right  of  taxing.  I 
consider  this  Bill  as  a  Bill  of  pains  and 
penalties,  for  it  begins  with  a  crime,  and 
sods  with  a  punishment ;  but  I  wish  gen* 
iemen  would  consider,  whether  it  is  more 
>roper  to  govern  by  military  force,  or  by 
nanagement. 

Mr.  Attorney  General  Thurlavo.  The 
brm  of  the  present  law  was  adopted  to 
pve  magistracy  that  degree  of  authority 
vhich  it  ought  to  be  vested  with  for  tm 
execution  of  the  laws ;  but  this  Bill  carries 
vith  it  no  degree  of  severity^  unless  the 
ileasure  of  disobeying  is  greater  than  that 
if  the  punii^ment.  To  say  that  we  have 
I  rigbt  to  tax  America,  and  never  to  exer- 
iae  that  rig^t,  is  ridiculous;  and  a  man 
oust  abuse  his  own  understanding  very 
ouch,'  not  to  allow  of  tiat  right.    To  pro* 
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cure  the  tax  hy  requisition  is  a  most  ridfw 
culous  absurdity,  while  the  sovereignty 
remains  in  this  country ;  and  the  right  of 
taxing  was  never  in  the  least  given  up  to 
the  .Americans.  Their  charter  is  mere 
matter  oi^  legislative  power ;  and  whoever 
looks  into  it,  will  see  that  no  power  what- 
ever was  meant  to  be  given  ttiem  so  as  to 
controul  the  right  of  taxation  from  Great 
Britain. 

Mr.Edfnund  Burke.     I  have  little  to 
say,  Sir;  but  what  I  have  to  offer,  I  shall 
oflbr  with  freedom.     It  has  been  asserted, 
that  the  nation  is  not  alarmed,  that  no  pe* 
titions  of  discontent  are  received.    How 
can  person8<:omplain,  when  sufficient  time 
is  not  given  them  to  know  what  you  are 
about  ?    We  have  now  seen  the  whole  of 
this  great  work ;  I  wish  idl  was  good  that 
it  contained.    I  am  afraid  a  long  series  of 
labours  and  troubles  will  succ^.    The 
(jirestkin  that  is  before  you  is  a  great  one ; 
it  is  no  less  than  the  proscription  of  pro- 
vinces, and  cities,  ana  nations,  upon  theit 
trial ;  except  that  when  the  saints  of  God 
are  to  judge  the  world,  I  do  not  know  one 
of  greater  importance.     I  will  endeavour 
to  comply  with  the  temper  of  the  House, 
and  be   short  in  what   I  have  to  ofer. 
[The  House  being  noisv,  several  membera 
going  out,  soon  after  which  he  got  up  and 
said,]  I  find,  Sir,  I  have  got  my  voice, 
and  I  shall  beat  down  the  noise  of  the 
House.    Why  did  1  compromise  ?  [Here 
he  produced  the  letters  from  lord  HiUa* 
borough  to  the  Americans,  which  declared, 
that  his  Majesty  or  his  ministers,  had  not 
any  intention  of  laying  any  furUier  taxes 
on  America.]  He  dwelt  some  considerable 
time  on  the  words  which  theietter  con- 
tained,  as  a  sort  of  dedaration  to  the 
Americans  that  they  should  not  be  taxed. 
If  you  govern  America  at  all.  Sir,  it  must 
be  by  an  army;  but  the  Bill  before  us» 
carries  witli  it  the  force  of  that  army  ;  and 
I  am  of  opmion,  they  never  will  consent 
without  force  being  used.    I  have  to  pro« 
test  agamst  this  djUA,  because  you  refuse 
to  hear  the  parties  aggrieved.    Consider 
what  you  are  doing,  when  you  are  taking 
the  trial  over  the  Atlantic  seas,  S,000  miles 
to   Great  Britain  ;     witnesses    may  be 
subpcenaed^  and  called  upon  by' the  pri* 
soner,  as  man v  as.  h^  pleases.     I^  me, 
for   Gpd's   sake,   wish   that  gentlemen 
would  think  a  little  more  that  a  lair  trial 
may  be  had'  in  America ; .  and  that. while 
the  King  appoints  the  judge,  there  u  a 
d^ree  of  fairness  that  people  should  the 
jury.    Repeal,  Sir>  t)^  Act  whidi  gave 
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cte  t<i  tlut  dlsftufbance;.  this  will  te  the 
remedy  to  bring  peace  end  quietDes8»  aad 
restore  authority ;  but  a  great  black  book, 
mida  great  many  red  cottt,  will  oever  be 
able  to  govern  it.  It  is  tme^  the  Aineri^ 
.  eao8  ^oan&oi  resist  the  fbroe  ef  this 
couatry»  but  it  wiK  eaitte  wrattg}iD|a, 
aeufflinb  and  disconteat.  Such  reneduB 
m  the  fecegotag^  will  create  disturbaooes 
that  can  never  be  quieted. 

Lord  Norik  lose  to  answer  Mr.  Barke. 
He  desired  leave  to  look  al  brd  HiUsbo^ 
rough's  letter^  aa  he  had  not  a  copy  of  it; 
aad  explained  the  passages  in  that  lettvr 
vary  different  from  what  Mr.  Burke  had : 
be  read  the  words,  ^  That  neither  the 
King)  or  any  of  his  ministers^  wished  to 
tax  America.*'  His  lordship  observed, 
tibat  this  waa  not  an  espressbn  that  car- 
ried with  it  a  defual  of  the  right,  but  only 
a  wish  that  no  farther  taxes  should  be. 
laid  on.  A  man,  said  he,  is  not  factimis, 
that  says  Ameriea  may  be'  taxed;  the 
letter  oontaina  aa  opinion,  that  no  farther 
taxes,  at  that  time,  oug^t  to  be  laid.  I  am 
aorry  to  hear  a  charge  thrown  out,  thi^. 
these  proceedings  are  to  deprive  persons  of 
their  natural  right.  Let  me  ask,  of  what 
natutei  right,  whether  that  of  smuggling, 
oe  of  throwing  tea  overboard  ?  Or  of  an- 
other natnral  right)  whieh  is  iiot  paying 
thw  debts  ?  Bittsordy  this  Bill  does  not 
destroy  any  of  their  civil  rights  ?  You 
have  fivea  them  a  csvH  n«gistrate  and'  a 
oouncil,  whieh  Ihey  had  not  before)  you 

*  ^  have  given  the  ianooeal  man  a  fair  trial 
ia  some  cohmy  or  other  t  and  if  he  canaet 
get  a  finr  trial  m  that  country,  the  whola 
bemg  ia  a  distempeDod  state  of  distorbanoe 
and  opposition  to  the  lawa  of  the  mother 
comtvv,  then,  in  that  case,  and  in  that 
only,  he  must  be  sent  to  Great  Brilaili. 
AH  that  these  Actsprofem  to  do»  Is  to  re- 
store some  order  to  the  ptovioGe^  Koa« 
that  adnsit  the  leart  degree  ef  sovereigaiy/ 
can  possibly  deny  the  provision  of  this 
Bill  I  it  is.  not  a  miiitary  govemmens  diar 
is  cstabMriied,  but  ihe  alteiatioB  of  a  civil 
ooa.  I  am  sure  that  this  is  adopted  ot  tfav 
best  metliod  at  present;  I  do  not  soy  it 
wift  succeed,  but  I  hope  for  the  good  eon* 
aaquoDoes  of  it^  and  if  Massacbuset^ 
Blj^  ia  to  be  governed  by  managcmanSr 
this  ia  the  oidy  remedy.  By  what  means 
itamhoritrf  to  be  nuuntaioed,  bat  bf  esta- 
lllishiBg^  that  authority  from  parliament  i 
I  do  nat  know,  Sor,  what  Is  the  proper 

\  timttoh^  a  ii«shtex  on  Ameriea;  but 
this  I  know,  that  this  is  aotthe  proper 
Haae  to  aqptal  0M» «  Wa  gra  wiv"  to  e8tllp^ 


biish  onr  aathority,  or  give  it  np  eoMj; 
when  they  are  ooiat,  snd  retara  to  Ihar 
dutn  we.  shaH  be  kind,  whether  by  r^ 
pealing  tlas  tax^  or  what  aat,  I  cbdqoi 
tell;  hat  this  I  aill  answer,  that  wIm 
thejr  are-  qaiet,  and  have  a  respect  kt 
thenr  mother  countrv^  the  moUier  eouBtiy 
will  be  good-oatured  to  tbcai. 

Sir  Gen^rgg  Stnik.  I  shall  saj  not  i 
word  of  preface  at  this  late  hour;  I  dv 
not  hold  it  improper  to  take  this  iata  oa> 
sideration  in  a  legislative  .capacity,  is  pre- 
ference to  a  judicial  one;  bet  i  heaths 
to  be  a  principle  of  justice,  that  a  diaitff 
whidi'  conveys  a  sacred  right,  aught  la 
to  be  taken  away  whhout  hearing  At 
parties,  either  in  b  jadrcialor  legiakiw 
wajr,  which  has  not  been  done,  but  frar 
their  own  declaration  ia  the  papers  os  da 
table,  and  which  !»  in  ay  mind,  do  oa 
think  sufficient  erideace. 

The  question  being  put,  die  Hosa 
divided.    The  Noes  went  &rtk 
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V-*-  fMarq,  of  Carmarthen  -1 
^■^'  JMr.  Onslow      %.    -    .| 

v^««  f  Mr,  Fred.  Montagu    O   *- 
No«s|Mr.ByDg    .    .^    -}  * 
So  it  iras  resolved  \a  the  sAnsative, 
and  the  Bill  waa  read  the  thiri  tiaa  ad 


Furihir  Detafe  m  ike  Cammam  fsdf 
BM/ar  tlie  impafiuU  Adminuinitm  ^ 
JuOUx  in  Mtttwadnue^s  BmyA  Maf  & 
The  order  of  the  day  fMr  the  thud  itsdsf 
of  this  Bill  being  read,. 

Mjt.'DempMr.  I  do  not  apprdMsJ) 
Sir,  that  the  Bill  before  you  isatsllid«| 
miate  to  the  porpeee  intended;  nsr dol 
think  that  experience  warrants  tlieaKf- 
tfon,  that  a  fair  trial  cannot  be  badistte 
orionies.  Surely,  Sir, thebring]OffiiNfl<N« 
tofiagland  to  be  tried,  ianot  oalyadM 
brea(£  of  their  constitution,  but  is sih- 
prnratioa  of  t]ie  right  of  every  Briiisb  ariK 
ject  in  America.  I  should  bSve  ^^^^ 
that  a  power  of  reprieve,  Mged  id  a» 
governor,  afbev  ooavictiona  woald  hiw 
been  fully  auffieienti  without  bringiog  iseo 
to  England.  Whenever  morder  is  eon- 
mitted,  it  must  inevitably  go  off  witb  in^ 
punity ;  for  whenever  aay  penon  ^ 
sent  shall  find  he  is  to  gaover  the  Athstie 
as  an  evidence,  to  the  detrisieat  of  ha 
famHyand  hia  fbstuao,  thtte  is  as  doobt 
but  that  he  will  evade  the  nees«iqr(^Mr 
i^penranoa  aa  sa  evktenoa.  Tn%  ^^i 
\nILba;a  BWiM^>iibjectiigti»r^ 
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af  that  tamry  to  awafrortop,  m  Ibe 
potm  qf  kg«l  trifdi  mid  the  »¥vjgbW 
[^oDieqiitnce  has  dways  becm,  tb«i  when 
ft  fiur  trial  oaaoot  b#  procured,  the  vvvwgQ 
)f  the  relations  of  the  deceased  will  az«r« 
$if0  itielf  ia  thia  kind  of  cruel  aaMaaioa- 
iion«  It  perhaps,  Sir,  msy  be  wrong  ia 
ny  ideas ;  but  t  bavf  looked  into  the  nia- 
tory  of  that  country  with  care  and  circufiH 
ipectioo>  and  it  has  inapired  me  with  the 
lighest  veneration  for  those  who  wefe  the 
iivt  settlers;  they  emvrated  when  that 
Star  Chamber  doctrine  was  praetised  in 
his  country.  Oppressed  as  they  thought 
hemselves  by  the  mother  coimlry,  by  the 
sruelty  rf  those  arbitrary  laws,  seoner  thaa 
niffer  themselves  to  be  oppremed  by  ty« 
•anny,  tbev  chose  rather  to  combat  with 
ygersand  Indiaosin  America, than  live  in  a 
>lace  where  oppression  and  tyranny  ruled* 
tt  is  no  new  tning,  Sir,  that  they  have  re- 
iited  to  comply  with  the  payment  of  tasel 
lemanded  from  this  country ;  this  exemp* 
ion  is  a  very  old  demand  of  theiia,  and 
lupported  by  their  charter.  Imprison* 
nent  of  two  persons,  who  held  this  kind 
>f  doctrine,  w«s  made  in  the  time  of  sir 
Bdmund  Andrews,  who  was  then  gover* 
lor ;  and  the  Americans  passed  a  law,  da- 
darinj;  that  this  country  had  no  right  to 
asc;  It  is  true,  when  that  law  came  over 
lere,  it  was  rejected.  Let  ^eatlemen 
insider,  that  if  we  tax  America  at  this 
present  period,  her  trade  and  every  thing 
dse  will  decline.  I  thbk  diat  Boston  has 
he  most  merit  with  this  country  of  any 
>lace  I  know ;  she  is  a  most  valuable  aUy, 
ir  a  subordinate  cdony ;  take  it  in  either 
ensci  her  possession  is  inestimable;  but  I 
eally  fear  very  much,  that  the  Americans 
ire  to  be  thus  treated  without  the  parties 
»eing  heard.  I  do  not  like  to  sea  pihlic 
iberty  and  the  rights  of  persons  ipfnnged* 
There  are  two  articles  in  the  Bill,  whidi  I 
»nnet  Uame  the  Americans  for  ^tsistiag ; 
mean  that  of  the  council  and  the  judges 
»eing  chosen  by  the  orown:  the  ancient 
ray  which  thor  charter  directed  of  cdbua- 
ng  th«r  Qouncil,  was  far  more  digible ; 
hey  were  men  at  a  certain  age^  to  which 
experience  generally  adds  wisdom,  that 
rere  elected  councfl ;  but  this  is  a  new 
ystem,  that  carries  with  it  neither  expe- 
lence  nor  wisdom ;  and  1  think  the  obange 
innecessary,  though  not  oppressive.  I 
hink  the  cimce  of  sheriff  is  more?  o|^)res- 
iye,  because  he  is  an  engine  of  power  in 
he  hands  of  the  governor:  nor  do  I  ap- 
»roye  of  taking  away  the  town-meetings ; 
bare  ia  but  oar  ywDsd^nl  of  thia  kind  to 


be  found  in  historjr ;  but  I  coidd  wish,  o» 
the  present  occasion,  that  a  second  had 
not  been  made.  He  concluded  in  praise 
of  the  character  of  Dr.  Franklin,  whom  he 
called  the  ornament  c£  human  nature ;  and 
said  he  thought  him  higfal;^  praise-worthy, 
for  those  very  acts  for  which  he  had  been 
so  much  blamed. 

Mr*  Grejf.  I  tliink  this  House  and  the 
nation  at  large,  owe  their  best  thanks  to 
the  noUe  lord  who  has  brought  forward 
this  business ;  and  I  must  allow,  that  no^ 
thing  but  necessity!  in  urgent  ewes  like 
thesoi  warrants  a  deviation  from  the  con- 
stitution ;  the  law  should  not  be  invaded 
on  every  frivolous  pretenoe,  but  this  re- 
quires the  serious  attention  of  the  wh^le 
legislature.  It  would  be  cruel  to  the  last 
degree,  when  your  subjects  are  emptoyed 
in  preserving  the  peace,  not  to  give  them 
the  utmost  security  in  the  execution  of 
their  duty.  But  let.me  ask.  Sir,  in  what 
situation  will  that  navy  and  army  bot  that 
has  no  protection  for  Uie  execution  of  thi^ 
laws  which  you  have  vested  in  their  hands  i 
Will  you  leave  them  a  sacrifice  to  the  ran 
pacit^  of  the  revengeful  dispositions  of  the 
relations  of  those  unhappy  men  who  nn^ 
fall  by  their  hands,  in  the  execution  of  their 
duty?  '  I  cannot  think  this  Act  will  ope- 
rate  in  any  shape  to  the  detriment  of  the 
people,  if  t{iey  return  to  their  duty;  if 
that  is  the  case ;  if  they  do  return,  and  be 
obedient,'tbe  Act  will  be  a  waste  piece  of 
paper ;  but  the  trial  of  persona  in  Engknd 
will  seldom  take  place,  I  apprehend,  as 
nothing  but  the  most  absolute  necessity 
will  drive  the  governor  to  have  recouiae 
to  the  Act 

Mr*  Paulei  observed,  that  nothing  was 
ever  more  just  than  the  measure  proposed 
in  the  Bill  before  the  House ;  that  it  was 
the  most  cruel  thing  to  let  a  man  lie  even 
one  hour  in  prison,  in  exjpectation  of  being 
tried  by  a  jury  whose  miads  were  biassed  ; 
but  for  the  sake  of  justice,  a  voyage  across 
the  Atlantic  would  surely  be  tsnought,  on 
such  an  account,  an  undertid^bgaotpregw 
nant  with  much  danger.    , 

Mr.  SamirUge.  I  hope.  Sir,  the  House  n 
will  hear  me  a  few  words,  as  it  is  the  last 
opportunity  I  shall  have.  The  opposition 
I  have  given  to  these  measures,  does  not 
pro€«ed  from  a  selded  disposition  against 
administration,  nor  do  I  do  it  for  the  sake 
ef  popularity ;  it  is  fbr  the  k»ve  of  that  li« 
berty  which  I  have  always  been  strenath- 
ened  in,  and  hred  up  by  edocatic^  I  bad 
rather  bear  the  badge  of  the  parish,  than 
that  flf  apaataqp.     It  has  beem  urged 
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^  in  debatei  that  this  country  has  a  right  to 
pursde  those  measures  adopted  in  the 
Billy  and  that  necessity  is  the  ground  and 
argument  which  urges  it  on:  but  pray» 
Sir,  let  me  ask,  who  is  to  be  the  judge  of 
that  necessity  ?  A  nation^  surely,  cannot 
be  called  a  free  nation,  where  another  has 
a  right  to  draw  pioney  out  of  their  pockets ; 
but  I  cannot  understand  how  any  one  can 
agree  with  these  measures,  and  deny  the 
right  of  taxation.  If  you  exercise  an  au- 
thority which  does  not  belong  to  you,  or 
if  you  force  an  illegal  authority,  they  \kwe 
a  right  to  resist.  1  do  not  see  any  neces- 
sity for  bringing  over  the  people  to  be 
iried  by  a  iury  in  England;  I  think  the 
crown  should  have  lodged  a  power  in  the 
governor  to  pardon,  and  I  should  have 
thought  it  the  brightest  jewel  in  it  on  this 
occasion.  You  say*  that  the  governor 
is  to  use  his  discretion  with  regard  to  the 

«  having  a  fair  trial ;  but  by  this  Bill  the  go- 
vernor, I  say,  18  not  the  judge  of  that,  for 
it  must  be  upon  the  oath  of  a  witness ;  he 
must  believe  that  witness,  and  no  discre- 
tion is  left  in  the  governor.  No  man  will 
become  a  voluntary  evidence  on  such  an 
occasion ;  he  will  sooner  fly  from  that  si- 
tuation, than  be  Uansported  to  England. 
B]^  that  means  justice  will  be  evaded,  as 
evidence  cannot  be  had,  and. the  people 
will  soon  take  upon  themselves  to  revenge 
their  own  injuries. 

Colonel  BarrS.  Sir,  1  think  it  criminal 
to  sit  still  upon  the  final  decision  of  this 
question,  as  I  cannot,  in  any  shape,  ap- 
prove of  this  measure.  I  think  tne  per- 
sons whom  you  employ  to  execute  your 
laws,  might  have  been  protected  in  the 
execution  of  their  duty  m  a  less  excep- 
tionable manner  than  that  Bill  proposes. 
Your  army.  Sir,  in  that  country,  has  the 
casting  voice;  and  it  is  dangerous  to  put 
any  more  power  into  their  hands.  Con- 
sider, Sir,  how  long  they  will  be  content 
with  4e(L  per  day ;  1  am  afraid  not  long. 
You  have  had  one  meeting  already,  you 
may  soon  have  another;  the  people  of 
America  will  receive  these  reguktions  as 
edicts  from  an  arbitrary  government.  The, 
heaviest  offisnce  they  have  been  guilty  of 
is,  that  they  have  resisted  that  law  which 
bears  such  an  arbitrary  cast.  I  want  to 
know,  if  we  in  this  country  had  not  re- 
sisted such  arbitrary  laws  in  certain  ancient 
times,  whether  we  should  have  existed  as 
a  House  of  Commons  here  this  day  ?  I 
object  much  a^nst  the  doctrine  which  I 
have  heard  laid  down,  that  the  particular 
exi|;ency  of  the  case  countenanced  the 


measure,  t  do  not  apprehend  the  Ame- 
ricans will  abandon  their  prinoples ;  for 
if  they  submit,  they  are  sbvea :  I  tlwftefixe 
execrate  the  present  measure,  in  tlie  asao- 
ner  proposed. 

Mr.  PuUeney.  Sir,  I  will  (xympriae  in  a 
few  words  what  I  have  to  say :  I  do  noc 
apprehend  that  the  legislature  can  tax  a 
particulm*  county,  wiSout  shewing  some 
degree  of  partiality  to  othera,  dot  can 
they  justly  ao  it.  I  think  the  pHnciples  of 
this  Bill  may  be  tolerably  equitable,  and  I 
do  believe  it  will  produce  a  fair  trial ;  bat 
as  there  are  some  defects  in-  the  Ibrm  m 
which  it  .now  stands,  with  regard  to  the 
errors  and  flaws  that  may  be  in  an  indict- 
ment, I  will  offer  a  daose,  by  way  ef 
rider,  to  give  power  to  a  jury  in  England 
to  find  a  bill  of  indictment,  in  ordier  to 
correct  such  a  deficiency. 

Mr.  FuUer.  Sir,  I  will  now  take  my 
leave  of  the  whole  plan,  and  will  give  yoa 
my  firee  opinion  of  it :  you  will  coaaaeoct 
your  ruin  from  this  day,  if  you  *  do  not  re- 
peal the  tax  which  hu  created  all  this 
disturbance ;  you  will  have  no  degree  of 
confidence  with  the  Americans;  people 
will  not  trust  you  when  your  credit  is 
gone;  you  may,  I  say,  date  jour  mm 
from  this  day;  and,  I  am  sorry  to  saj,  that 
not  only  this  House  has  faUen  into  that 
error,  but  that  the  people  of  this  countiy 
approve  of  the  measure.  1  find  the  peopk 
wish  for  the  measures  proposed  in  this 
Bill,  as  much  as  the  majority  here :  it  is 
not  all  owing  to  the  junto  of  a  rainistiy 
that  these  measures  are  taken ;  it  is  tfae 
people  at  large  who,  I  am  aorrj  to  say, 
are  misled :  they  are  in  an  error,  but  a 
short  time  will  prove  the  evil  tendency  of 
this  Bill.  I  thmk  the  present  Bill  bean 
the  least  injury  of  any  of  the  three  ;  bat  if 
ever  there  was  a  nauon  running  headtong 
to  its  ruin,  it  is  this, 

Mr.  H.  Cavendish.  Sir,  I  am  very  glad 
to  hear  that  there  is  a  majority  in  this 
House  for  these  measures ;  but  am  moidi 
better  pleased  that  the  country  in  general 
approve  of  Uiem  in  as  high  a  degree. 

The  House  divided.  The  Yeaa  went 
forth* 

Tellers. 
v«*«  SMr.  Saint  John    -    -    -  1  .^^ 
"^*C  Mr.  Cooper    -     -      -5**' 

Kr^««  5  Sir  Cecil  Wray     -      -    i   oj. 
^°^M  Mr.  Alderman  SawbridgeS   ^ 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 
PMM  agabui  pasiing  d^  BiU^r  fv- 
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uiain^  ike  GaoernrnenA  of  Massaehtuet^s 
i^,]  Ma^  11.  la  the  House  of  Lords, 
be  order  ot  the  day  being  read  for  the 
bird  reading  of  the  Bill,  entitled,  *<  An 
Let  for  the  better  regulating  the  goTem- 
lent  of  the  province  of  the  Massachusetts 
Kay,  in  New  England;*'  and  for  the 
iorda  to  be  summoned ;  the  said  Bill  was 
cciordingly  read  the  third  time.  It  was 
hen  moved,  that  the  Bill,  with  the  amend- 
lents,  do  pass,  which  being  objected  to, 
fter  a  long  debate,  the  question  was  put 
bereupon.  It  was  resolved  in  the  amr- 
lative.  Contents  69,  Proxies  23 — 92; 
7ot  Contents  20,  Proxies  O— 2a 
<*  Dissentient. 

<<  Because  this  Bill,  forming  a  principal 
Art  in  a  system  of  punishment  and  regu- 
idon,  Jias  been  carried  through  the 
louse  without  a  due  regard  to  those  in- 
japensible  rules  of  public  proceeding, 
rithout  the  observance  of  which  no  regu- 
fttion  can  be  pnidenUy  made,  and  no  pu- 
tiahmeni  lustiy  inflicted.  Before  it  can 
•e  pretended,  that  those  rights  of  the  co- 
rny of  Massachusetts  Bay,  in  the  election 
f  counsellors,'  magistrates,  and  judges, 
ind  in  the  return  of  jurors,  which  tney 
lerive  from  their  charter,  could  with  pro* 
(rieiy  be  taken  away,  the  definite  legal 
(ffence,  by  which  a  foHeiture  of  that  char- 
er  is  incurred,  ought  to  have  been  clearly 
tated  and  fully  proved ;  notice  of  this  ad- 
ene  proceedmg  ought  to  have  been  given 
o  the  parties  a&cted ;  and  they  ought  to 
lave  been  heard  in  their  own  defence. 
Such  a  principle  of  proceeding  would  have 
•een  inviolably  observed  in  the  courts 
«low.  It  is  not  technical  formality,  but 
abstantial  justice.  When  therefore  the 
Bagnitude  of  such  a  cause  transfers  it 
rom  the  cognizance  of  the  inferior  courts, 
o  the  high  judicature  of  parliament,  the 
^rds  are  so  far  from  being  authorised  to 
eject  this  equitable  principle,  that  we  are 
onnd  to  an  extraordinary  and  religious 
trictness  in  the  observance  of  it.  The 
abject  ought  to  be  indemnified  by  a  more 
beral  and  beneficial  justicfd  in  parliament, 
or  what  he  must  inevitably  sufler  by  being 
ieprived  of  many  of  the  forms  which  are 
risely  established  in  the  courts  of  ordi- 
lary  resort,  for  his  protection  against  the 
iao^eroos  promptitude  of  arbitrary  dis- 
ireCion. 

2dljr»  **  Because  the  necessity  alledged 
Of  tins  precipitate  mode  of  judicial  pro- 
eeding  cannot  exist.  If  the  numerous 
ind  and  marine  forces,  which  are  ordered 
9  assemble  in  Massachuset's  Bqr»  are  not 


sufficient  to  keep  that  single  coloAy  in  any 
tolerable  state  of  order,  until  the  cause  of 
its  charter  can  be  fairly  and  equally  tried, 
no  regulation  in  this  Bill,  or  in  any  (^ 
those  nitherto  brought  into  the  Hoase« 
are  sufficient  for  that  purpose;  and  we 
conceive,  that  the  mere  celerity  of  a  deci- 
sion against  the  charter  of  that  province, 
will  not  reconcile  the  minds  of  the  people 
to  that  mode  of  governnsent  which  is  to 
be  established  upon  its  ruins. 
'  Sdly,  **  Because  Lords  are  not  in  a  si« 
tuation  to  determine  how  far  the  regula- 
tions of  which  this  Bill  is  composed,  agree 
or  disagree  with  those  parts  of  the  consti- 
tution of  the  colony  that  are  not  altered 
with  the  circumstances  of  the  people,  and 
with  the  whole  detail  of  their  municipal 
institutions*  Neither  the  charter  of  the 
colony,  nor  any  account  whatsoever  of  its 
courts  and  judicial  proceedings,  their 
mode,  or  the  exercise  of  their  present 
powers,  have  been  produced  to  the  nouie. 
The  slightest  evidence  concerning  any 
one  of  the  many  inconveniences,  stated  in 
the  preamble  df  the  Bill  to  have  arisen 
from  the  present  constitution  of  the  colony 
judicatures,  has  not  been  produced,  or 
even  attempted.  On  the  same  general  al- 
legations of  a  declamatory  preamble,  any 
other  right,  or  all  the  rights  of  this  or  any 
other  public  body,  may  be  taken ,  away, 
and  any  visionary  scheme  of  government 
substituted  in  their  place. 

4thly,  **  Because  we  think,  that  the  ap- 
pointment of  all  the  members  of  the  coun- 
cil, which  by  this  Bill  is  vested  in  the 
crown,  is  not  a  proper  provision  for  pre- 
serving the  equilibrium  of  the  colony  con- 
stitution. The  power  given  to  the  crown 
of  occasionally  increasing, or  lessening  the 
number  of  the  eouncil  on  the  report  of 
governors,  and  at  the  pleasure  of^  minis- 
ters, must  make  these  governors  and  mi- 
nisters masters  of  every  question  in  that 
assembly;  and  by  destroying  its  freedom 
of  deliberation,  will  wholly  annihilate  its 
The  intention  avowed  in  this  Bill  of 


use. 


bringing  the  council  to  the  platform  of 
other  colonies,  is  not  likely  to  answer  its 
own  end ;  as  the  colonies,  where  the  coun- 
cil is  named  by  the  crown,  are  not  at  all 
better  disposed  to  a  submission  to  the 
practice  of  taxing  for  supply  without  their 
consent,  than  this  of  Massachusetts  Bay. 
And  no  pretence  of  brinj^tn^  it  to  the 
model  of  the  English  constitution  can  be 
supported,  as  none  of  those  American 
ceuncils  have  the  least  resemblance  to  the 
House  of  Peers,    fio  that  this  new  scheme 
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rcvokt  it.  Tlie  Uigd  ^mUfkm  tf  d» 
subject  (sUMft^Bg  imittai9|e4  faf  aumi. 
tioii,  t^  U:m0oa  or  (Amy)  «a||btimrii 
4epeBd  uppp  the  luMMry  wiU  <if  ^ 
P9r«9«i  whataoever*  Thi»  Aei,  im- 
vnpM  on  die  rocenk of  p«riiMmt,kii 
been  entered  on  the  Jonn^ls  of  tli 
Hpuae  «8  voted  n^mMc  «iNtir^liaiN»  mj 
|ui9  been  stated  in  the  debate  of  thii  dij, 
to  have  been  «ent  lo  the  Qoloiuei,aip«vi 
without  a  division  in  either  House,  mi 
therefore  as  conveying  the  uncontramtd 
universal  sense  of  the  nation.  Ik  <k» 
spair  of  making  e&ctud  oppesitidQ  u  a 
unjust  measure,  haa  been  constrwdiaif 
an  approbation  of  it.  An  ue&ir  sdvintage 
has  been  taken  on  the  final  queatioD  iv 
passing  that  penal  Bill  of  the  sbvencc  d 
those  lords,  who  had  debeted  it  for  » 
veral  hours,  and  strongly  dissented  frooil 
on  the  second  reading ;  that  period  a 
which  it  is  most .  usual  to  debate  the  pm- 
ciple  of  a  Bill.  If  this  proceediAgverato 
pass  without  animadversion,  loiii  m^ 
^  think  themselves  obliged  to  reiteiste  tksr 
debates,  at  every  stage  of  eveiy  Bill  viuel 
tiiey  oppose,  and  to  make  a  fonaiicliriiias 
whenever  they  debate. 

7th1y>  ''  Because  this  BBl,  spd  ^ 
other  proceedings  that  accooipsiij  it,  an 
intended  for  the  suppori  of  that  miM 
scheme  of  taxing  the  colonies,  ia  a  HMoae 
new,  and  unsuitable  to  theib  sitiistion  ^ 
constitutional  circumstances.  ParliiMri 
has  asserted  the  authority  of  the  legii^ 
ture  of  this  kingdom,  supreipe  and  v*^ 
mited,  over  all  the  members  of  thit  Bvtik 
empire.  But  the  legal  extent  of  tbiii*- 
thority  flirnishea  no  argument  in  fsTeara 
an  uawarranuble  use  of  it.  Tbe  kw  ^ 
the  nation  on  the  repeal  of  the  Stavp  ^^ 
was,  that,  in  equity  and  aound  polig*  ^ 
tanatran  of  the  ooloBies  for  the  orditfiy 
purposes  of  supply,  ought  to  he  foH^> 
and  that  tbb  lunj^em  cmght  to  U0!^ 
self  w^  the  advanti^es  to  lie  donvsl 
from  a  flouiisbiog  'and  woressiBg|>*<^ 
and  with  the  free  grants  of  theAfflgff 
assemblies ;  as  heiw  &r  mens  beo^ 
far  more  eaaily  ohtamed,  \m  oppr^ 
and  more  Hkely  to  be  lasting  ttoa>7  ■** 
venue  to  be  ao^irad  bypaHwp*'^ 
tasies,  iu)oei3Bpanied  by  •  total  tb»^ 
of  the  ailtectians  of  thoae^^  ^cre^l^' 
them.  This  prindple  of  repeal  v**.*^ 
tfai^  inore  than  •  'o>»"^*^JE!^ 
aiwmg  policy  of  this  ewpir«.  J^  f! 
haopy  depai^re  from  tt,  Ju*  W  to  i»» 
ccwae  of  shiUag  M  contiadicttfyn^ 
aitte%  which  h«ff  lioM  ^^»  m^^ 


UPS} 

af  a  coun^  standi  ngKHAM  sort  of  fiw»» 
4iitioii  which  tho  propoaenof  it  think  ffo^ 
per  to  acknevledge. 

5thljr»  ^*  Becauaa  the  new  censtitutioA 
qf  jii4icature  provided  by  this  Bill  is  in»- 
frepar»  &Q<1  incongruous  with  the  pton  of 
the  administration  ef  ji^tioe  in  Greet  Bri- 
tain. All  the  judges  are  to  be  henceforth 
geminated  (not  by  the  erown)  but  by  the 
governor;  and  all  (except  the  judges  ctf 
the  superior  court)  are  ^  to  be  removable 
at  his  pleasure,  and  expressly  without  the 
consent  of  that  very  council  which  has 
been  nominated  by  the  crown. — ^The  ap- 
pointment of  the  Mieri^  is  by  the  will  of 
ihe  governor  only,  and  without  requiring 
111  the  person  aopoiated  any  local  or  other 
qualification ;  taat  sheriff,  a  magistrate  of 
great  importance  to  the  whole  adBUoislra- 
tien  and  execution  of  all  justice,  civil  and 
eriminal,  and  who  in  £ngland  is  not  re« 
movable  even  by  .the  royal  authority,  dur- 
'  lag  the  continuance  of  the  term  of  his  of- 
ficet  is  by  this  Bill  made  changeable  by 
the  governor  and  Qouncil,  as  often,  and 
&r  such  purposes  as  they  shall  think  ex- 
pedient.— The  governor  and  council  thus 
entrusted  with  powers,  with  which  the 
British  Gonatitution  has  not  trusted  his* 
Mfyesty  and  his  privy  council,  have  the 
means  of  returning  aiieh  a  jui*^  in  each 
particular  cause,  aa  may  best  suit  with  the 
flratiication  of  their  passions  and  interests. 
The  lives,  liberties,  and  properties  of  the 
aubjeet  are  put  into  their  hands  without 
pontroul;  and  the  invaluable  right  of  trial 
k¥  Jury,  is  turned  into  a  snare  for  thepeo- 
ple»  who  have  hitherto  looked  upon  it  as 
their  main  seeurity  against  the  licentious- 
ness of  power.  ' 

ethly,  «  Because  we  see  in  this  Bill 
4ie  same  scheme  of  strengthening  the  au- 
thority of  the  officers  and  ministers  of 
ate^,  at  the  e»eace  of  the  rights  and  li- 
llS^ieSvOf  the  subject,  which  was  indieated 
by  the  iaauspioioua  Act  for  ahptting  up 
the  harbour  of  Beaton.  By  that  Act, 
which  is  immediatdy  connected  wHb  this 
lUU,  the  example  was  set  of  a  large' im- 
portant eity  (containing  vast  mnltitudes  of 
people,  many  of  whom  must  be  innocent^ 
mui  all  of  whom  are  unheard )  by  an  arbi- 
travT  sentence,  deprived  of  the  advanti^ 
eg  taat  port,  upon  whieh  all  their  means  of 
UvelSmod  did  immedtately  depend-  Thia 
pp^oscf  ip|k>n  is  not  made  determimdile  on 
the  pigment  of  a  fine  for  an  oftnee,  or  a 
compensation  for  an  injury ;  but.  ia'to  eon- 
twiue  until  the  ministers  of  the  oapwn  shidi 
tUak  fit  lo  adffiae  tte  king  itk  conmsil  «) 
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Bntmi^  diitrsetbds ;  bj  winch  uinid^ 
ised  pfata,  nefir  duties  hare  been  impoied 
1  the  Tery  year  after  the  former  had  been 
epealed  ;  these  new  duties  afterwards  in 
art  repnied,  and  in  part  continued,  in 
ontranctton  to  the  prineiples  upon  which 
hose  repealed  wer^  given  up ;  all  which| 
rith  BMiiy  weak,  injiMioious,  and  precipi- 
ate  steps  taken  to  enforce  a  compliance, 
tave  kept  op  that  jealousy,  which  on  the 
epeal  of  the  Sump  Act* was  subsiding; 
errred  dangerous  questbns,  and  gradually 
«4ranged  the  afiections  of  the  iDolonies 
roBi  &e  mother  country,  without  any  obj- 
ect of  advantage  to  either.  Iftheforee 
proposed  riiould  bate  its  full  effect,  that 
^flfect  we  greatly  apprehend  n^  not  con- 
ioue  longer  than  whilst  the  sword  is  held 
rpu  To  render  the ,  colonies  permanentlv 
idvantageous,  they  m«t  be  satisfied  with 
heir  condition :  that  satisfaction  we  see 
lo  chance  of  restoring,  wliotever  mea- 
larea  may  be  pursued,  except  by  recor- 
ding, ia  the  whole,  to  the  wise  and  salutary 
irinciples  oft  which  the  Stamp  Act  was  re- 
pealed* fSknedJ  Rlchmead,  EtBog- 
ham,  Xeinster,  Portland,  Pon- 
sosiby,  Craven,  Abingdon,  Rock- 
ingham, Fitzwilliam,  King,  Aber- 
gavenny.'' 

DAate  in  the  CimmaM  on  a  Motion  Jhr 
Relief  to  the  Ctergjf  in  the  Matter  of  Sttd- 
tcriptionto  the  $9  Articles.^  May  5.  The 
oraer  of  the  day  being  read, 

Sir  fVilUam  Mer4diih  rose,  and  in  a 
laboured  speech,  complained  much  of  the 
hardships  attending  those  persons  who 
could  not  subscribe  to  the  S9  Articles;  he 
gave  the  House  a  history  of  the  di^rent 
religions  of  Calvin,  Luther,  and  the  Aniii- 
nians;  he  mentioned  the  cdse  of  Mr. 
Lindsey,  who,  he  said,  was  obl^ed  to  give 
op  the  emoluments  arising  from  the 
churchy  beoausa  he  did  nd  think  the  Ar- 
ticles were  right-.  A  person,  he  likewise 
mentioned,  wlto  had  been  persecuted  for 
deviating  ftom  the  rules  prescribed  in  the 
Pknyer  Book,a«d  concluded  with  moving, 
<*  That  this  House  will,  upon  this  day 
aevennight,  resolve  itself  into  a  committee 
oif  the  whole  House,  to  consider  of  a  me- 
shed of  granting  relief  to  the  clergy  of  the 
ehurch  of  England,  in  the  maner  of 
aubseription  to  the  89  Articles.^' 

Sir  Oeorge  SavUe  rose^  an#^  seconded 
the  motion. 

Sir  Roger  Ne^vdigtOe  answered  lA  sir 
William's  objectioBSy  and  threw  many  rei^ 
aoBSbefMethe  House  why  ao  dieiaitioBs 


shouM  be  node*  He  w«s  severe  on  sir 
William,  and  conoladed  with  saying,  that 
the  wonhj  baronet  had  net  oonsidered  thafc 
his  MaJMty,  at  his  coronation,  took  an 
oath  that  he  woold  not  alter  the  establish, 
ed  reliffion  of  the  choreh  of  England ;  and 
that,  shmdd  his  motion  have  the  hick  to 
nase  both  Houses,  when  it  came  to  Us 
Msjcsty  to  give  his  assent^  he  woold  sajr, 
*  Is  this  the  recompenoe  you  make  me  » 
return  for  making  you  Comptroller  of  my 
HoQsbold }  You  have  redooed  me  to  the 
disagreeable  difemma  of  either  refusing  to 
comply  with  my  Mthfol  Lords  and  Coflft* 
mens,  or  to  commit  direct  petjory*' 

Levd  North  coincided  entirely  wHb  sif 
Roger, -and  shewed  the  Heose  the  absur- 
dity of  appointing  a  ceaxnlltee  aAmvo 
stairs  to  consider  of  such  sacred  tbuigSy 
which,  he  said,  ho  did  not  think  that 
House  a  proper  judge  of;  that  the  oom^ 
mittee  would  come  down  stairs,  ead'say^ 
we  have  considered  this  and  that ;  agree, 
agree  3  and  we  shoidd  then  probc^ly  over- 
turn all  the  established  religioi^ofthe  ]«od» 
which  has  been  ahseat  ooiversolly  ad- 
mired for  nearly  two  cenSoriea,  and  by  a 
single  act  of  parliement  alt«r  the  way  of 
thinking  of  every  person  in  the  knd. 

Sk  Oeorge  SaMe  rose,  and  m  a  master* 
iy  manner  stated  ma6y  objections  to  the 
n^le  lord^s  and  sir  Roger's  argumoBts, 
and  said,  he  ihould  be  strongly  for  a  com- 
mittee being  appointed. 

Mr.  Edmund  Burke  in  a  masterly  q^eech 
of  upwards  of  an-  hour  (at  the  first  part  of 
which  the  House  was  in  a  continual  laugh) 
went  through  the  whole  of  the  arguments 
used  last  year  and  now,  in  the  business. 
He  was  severe  and  poiateduponsir  William, 
saying,  that  he  must  always  rise  with  great 
diffidence  when  he  disagreed  with  the  right 
hon^  member  who  wss  so  univers«ly 
known,  and  so  remarkaUy  distingoishe!i 
for  his  noble  uniformity  of  copdoet,  aed 
who  most  be  aHowed  by  oil  pertiee  to  be- 
an unblemished  and  unshmceii  senator. 
That  he  should  have  imagined  the  methm 
in  question  would  have  no  weight,  had  ii 
not  been  made  by  the  right  hon.  membev, 
who  to  be  sure,  had  not  the  wisdem  of 
Moses,  Although  hp  was  now  possessed  of 
the  rod  of  Aaron.  [Sir  W.  MerediA,  as  m 
mark  of  his  office  of  Comptrotter  of  the 
Houshold,  carried  a  white  wand^  H# 
said  the  right  hon.  member  foMerly  uied 
to  think  the  church  was  better  off  than 
the  states  but  since  his  prefermettt  he  had 
changed  his  mind,  and  new  thooght  thi^ 
Mto  in  a  very  hit  woy^  md  tht  dnuch  voiy 
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badly  off;  he  said  he  should  always  be  for 
havbg  one  grand  religion,  and  allowing 
liberty  for  every  person  to  embrace  it,  that 
thou^t  proper;  he  concluded  with  saying 
that  this  motion  would,  if  agreed  to,  turn 
the  House  of  Commons  into  a  cock-pit  of 
religious  controversy^  whe^e  they  never 
would  be  able  to  get  out,  bein^  encom- 
passed in  a  circle  made  by  the  right  hon^ 
member's  magic  wand.  .    . 

Lord  Gbo.  Cawndish  was  for  a  commit- 
tee being  appointed ;  he  said,  he  agreed 
with  the  hon.  member  who  spoke  last,  that 
there  should  be  one  ^rand  national  church, 
and  that  free  toleration  should  be  granted 
to  ever V  person  to  think  as  he  pleased. 

.Lord  Carmarthen  spoke  much  to  the 
purpose,  and  was  of  the  same  opinion  as 
W  North.     . 

Mr.  Montague  spoke  strongly  against 
the  motion,  and  i^eed  with  the  argu- 
ments made  use  of  by  sir  Roger  Newdigate 
^pd  Mr.  Burke. 

.  Sir  Richard  Sutton  spoke  a  few  words 
in  support  of  the  motion. 

,  Xhe  question  bebg  called  for  aloud 
from  all  parts  of  the  House,  the  gallery 
was  ordered  to  be  cleared,  but  on  the 
question  being  put,  there  did  not  appear 
to  be  above  twenty  Ayes,  and  the  Noes 
made  so  strong  a  sound,  that  sir  William 
Meredith  dedined  dividing  the  House. 
The  motion  was  accordingly  negatived. 

Reiolutions  in  the  Commons  reipeciing 
the  State  ojthe  Gold  Coin.']  May  10.  Sir 
Charles  Whitworth  reported  iTom  the 
Qommittee  of  the  whole  House,  to  whom 
it  was  referred  to  take  into  consideration 
the  state  of  the  Gold  Coin  of  this  kingdom, 
the  following  Resolutions : 

1.  <<  That  the  gold  coin  of  this  realm  has 
been  greatly  dimjniahed,by  clipping,  filing, 
and  other  evil  practices,  particularly  of  late 
years,  in  viplation  of  the  laws  of  this  realm 
and  to  the  great  detriment  of  the  public ; 
so  that  the  several  pieces  of  unlawful  di- 
minished gold  coin,  which  have  been  re- 
oeLved  into  the  Bank  at  the  Mint  price,  in 
pursuance  of  the  directions  from  toe  com- 
missioners of  his  Majesty's  Treasury,  of  the 
23rd,  of  July  1773,  amounting  in  value  to 
tlie  sum  of  3,418,960iL  \$s.  4^.  have  been 
£>und  to  be  deficient^  upon  ui  average,  at 
least  nine  per  cent. 

%  «<  That  part  of  such  of  the  gold  coin 
now  remaining  in  circulatiouias  was  coined 
brfore  the  accession  of  his  present  M^es- 
ty,  is  deficient  in  weight  5/.  per  centum; 
9fA  tbftt  a  pmt  9f  «o  Qittdi  tbereofi  as  hath 


been  coined  during  the  rrign  <yf  his  pre- 
sent Majesty,  before  the  Ist  ctf  Janusry 
1772,  is  deficient  two  and  an  half  p^ 
centum. 

3.  **  That  it  has  beena  practioe  to  ex- 
port and  melt  down  the  new  and  perfect 
gold  coin,  soon  after  it  is  istaedy  tot  pri- 
vate advantage,  to  the  great  detriment  of 
thepublic 

4.  *^  That  while  pieces  of  gcM  coin,  dif- 
fering  so  greatly  in  weight,  are  allowed  to 
be  current  under  the  same  denominatioa, 
and  at  the  same  rate  and  valae,  great  qosn- 
tities  of  the  new  and  perfect  pieces  wiB 
continue  to  be  exported  andmdted  down: 
and,  there  is  reason  to  apprehend,  wiD  be 
re-coined  into  pieces  the  most  defidest 
that  are  allowed  to  be  current. 

5.  **  That,  to  prevent  the  miachiefi  ts 
which  the  public  are  thus,  exposed,  it  a 
proper  that  all  guineas,  weighing  less  tfasa 
five  penny-weights  eight  grains ;  and  A 
half  guineas,  weighing  less  thsua  two 
penny-weights  sixteen  grains ;  and  sQ 
quarter  guin^^  weighing  less  than  ose 
penny-weight  eight  grains,  be  called  is, 
and  be  re-coined. 

6.  ^*  That  the  said  guineas,  half  gmnesi 
and  quarter  guineas,  be  called  in  by  de- 
grees; and  that  it  is  proper  to  proceed 
therein  as  fast  as  the  occasions  of  ciro^ 
tion  will  allow,  and  as  the  offieeraofthf 
Mint  are  able  to  re-coin  the  same. 

7.  **  That,  for  the  purpose  of  calling  in 
the  said  guineas,  half  guineas,  and  quarter 
guineas,  it  i»  proper  that  certain  days  be 
appointed,  after  which  they  shall  not  l}e 
allowed  in  pavment,  or  to  pass,  except 
only  to  the  collectors  and  receiTers  of  tbe 
public  revenues,  or  to  sudi  persons  as  shafl 
be  appointed  by  his  Majesty  to  receive  sod 
exchange  the  same;'  and  that  certain 
other  days  be  appointed,  after  which  they 
be  not  allowed  to  pass  in  any  paymeai 
whatsoever,  or  to  be  exchanged  in  manner 
before-mentioned. 

8.  **  That  all  such  guineas,  half  gmness 
and  quarter  guineas,  be  re-coined  accord- 
ing to  the  established  standard  of  the  Mint, 
both  as  to  weight  and  fineness. 

9.  '^  That  the  public  bear  the  ka 
arising  from  the  denciency  and  re»coio^ 
of  the  said  guineas,  half  ffuineas,  and 
ouarter  guineas ;  provided  sudi  deficiency 
Qoes  not  exceed  the  rates  settled  by  tlw 
order  of  the  commissioners  of  his  Mi^es- 
ty*s  Treasury,  of  the  23d  of  July  last,  snd 
provided  they  be  offered  in  jpayment  to  the 
receivers  or  collectors  of  the  puUic  reve- 
nuci  or  are  brought  x6  auch  person  nrper- 
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sons,  as  shall  be  authorized  to  receive  and 
exchange  the  same,  within  the  times  to  be 
appointed  according  to  the  foregoing  reso- 
lutions. 

10.  **  That  the  methods  of  coining  hi- 
therto invented,  for  the  purpose  of  pre- 
venting the  unlawful  diminishing  of  the 
gold  coin  of  this  realm,  by  clipping,  filing, 
and  other  evil  practices,  and  the  laws  hi- 
therto enacted  ft)r  the  punishment  of  those 
that  are  guilty  thereof,  liave  been  found  to 
be  ineffectual. 

11.  "  That  the  only  effectual  method  of 
preserving  the  gold  coin  from  being  iinlaw- 
fully  diminished,  and  of  preventing  the 
mischiefs  to  which  the  public  is  thereby 
exposed,  is,  that  the  said  coin  should  be 
current  by  weight,  as  well  as  b^  tale. 

12.  **  That  tlie  most  convenient  method 
of  making  the  gold  coin  so  current,  is,  that 
every  person  who  sliall  receive  in  payment 
any  piece  or  number  of  pieces  of  such 
coin  deficient  in  weight,  shall  be  entitled 
to  receive  a  compensation  for  the  said  de- 
ficiency from  the  person  tendering  the 
said  com. 

13.  *<  That  'such  compensation  be  at 
the  rate  of  one  half  guinea  for  every  sixty- 
five  grains,  and  in  the  like  proportion  as 
near  as  conveniently  can  be,  for  every 
grain  under  sixty-five,  according  to  such 
table  or  tables  as  his  Majesty  shall  cause 
to  be  published,  from  time  to  time,  for  that 
purpose. 

14.  **  That  considerable  Quantities  of 
the  old  silver  coin  of  this  realm,  or  silver 
coin  purporting  to  be  such,  greatly  below 
the  standard  of  the  Mint  in  weight,^  has 
been  lately  imported  into  this  kingdom. 

15.  '*  That  it  be  made  unlawml  to  im- 
port into  this  kingdom,  or  Ireland,  from 
foreign  countries,  any  of  the  silver  coin 
of  this  realm,  or  any  silver  coin  purporting 
to  be  such,  that  is  not  of  the  established 
standard  of  the  Mint  in  weight  and  fine- 
ness ;  and  that  the  same,  if  seized,  be  made 
subject  to  confiscation. 

16.  *<  That  for  a  limited  time,  the  silver 
coin  of  this  kingdom  be  not  allowed  to  be 
legal  tender  in  the  payment  of  any  sum 
exceeding  50/.,  but  according  to  its  value 
by  weight,  after  the  rate  of  5s.  and  2d.  per 
ounce. 

17.  **  That  .there  be  made,  under  the 
direction  of  the  officers  of  his  Majesty's 
Mint,  one  weight  of  a  guinea,  and  one 
weight  of  a  shilling:  and  also  other 
weights,  being  parts  and  multiples  of  the 
said  guinea  weight  and  shilling  weight,  ac- 
cording to  the  established  standard  of  this 
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realm ;  which  several  weights,  after  they 
have  been  ascertained  by  the  report  of  the 
said  officers,  and  approved  by  his  Majesty 
in  council,  shall  be  the  standard  weights 
for  regulating  and  ascertaining  all  weights 
to  be  made  use  of  for  weighing  the  gold 
and  silver  coin  of  this  realm,  and  shall  be 
lodged  in  the  custody  of  an  officer,  to  be 
appointed  for  that  purpose,  with  a  salary, 
to  be  paid  out  of  tlie  coinage  duties ;  and 
any  weights,  which  shall  from  thenceforth 
be  made  use  of  for  weighing  the  gold  and 
silver  coin  of  this  realm,  shall  not  be  re- 
puted and  taken  to  be  true  and  perfect, 
unless  they  have  been  first  compared  with 
the  said  standard  weights ;  and,  in  testi- 
raopy  thereof,  marked  by  the  officer  to 
whom  the  custody  of  the  said  standard 
weights  shall  be  entrusted." 

"Die  said  Resolutions  were  agreed  to  by 
the  House.  And  it  was  resolved,  that  an 
Address  be  prc^ented  to  his  Majesty,  upon 
the  1st,  2d,  Sd,4th,  5th,  6th,  7th,  8th,  and 
9th  Resolutions :  and  also,  That  a  Bill  or 
Bills  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  14>th, 
15th,  16tb,  and  17th  Resolutions. 

Debate  in  the  Commons  on  the  Budget.'} 
May  18.  Lord  f^qrth  this  day  opened 
the  budget.  When  he  had  stated  the  ac- 
counts, he  went  on  with  saying  it  had 
been  daily  repeated,  that  no  part  of  the 
national  debt  had  been  paid  off  since  the 
conclusion  of  the  peace.  This  he  said 
was  untrue;  for  although  the  funded  debt 
was  rather  increased,  the  unfunded  was 
diminished  from  13,000,000/.  and  a  frac- 
tion, to  t2,000,000/.  and  a  fraction ;  so  that, 
balancing  the  increase  of  the  funded  against 
the  decrease  of  the  unfunded,  it  ivould  ap- 
pear that  8,000,000/.  and  a  fraction  of  na- 
tional debt  had  been  paid  off  witliin  the 
last  ten  years,  whibh  reduction  produced 
a  saving  of  560,000/.  per  annum  to  the 
nation. 

But  it  seems,  from  what  has  been  pretty 
often  dropped  in  this  House,  and  even 
without  doors,  that  notwithstanding  the 
af&irs  of  this  country  are  in  so  good  a 
situation,  yet,  taken  relatively  to  those  of 
France,  they  are  in  a  very  bad  situation  ; 
this  has  been  produced  as  a  matter  of 
terror,  reproaph,  and  example  to  those 
who  are  concerned  in  the  administration 
of  affairs  here.  Sir,  I  shall  desire  to  go 
a  little  into  this  circumstance,  but  first  I 
must  premise,  that  an  accurate  know  lege 
of  the  French  finances  is  to  be  had  by  very 
few.  I  do  not  believe  there  is  a  person 
out  of  the  offices  la  that  country  thai 
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knows  much  of  the  matter  with  accuracy ; 
but  it  is  easy  for  a  gentleman  of  quick 
parte  to  travel  into  France,  and  gain  that 
Kind  of  information,  to  hold  forth,  and  to 
persuade  |)eople  who  know  nothing  of  the 
matter,  that  he  knowB  something  of  the 
matter  (meaning  colonel  Barr6).  Sir, 
the  French  finances  are  not  transacted  in 
a  House  of  Commons,  or  a  committee  of 
supply,  but  in  private  chambers :  it  is  the 

flory  of  this  country  that  all  the  world 
nows  what  England  owes,  and  what  Eng* 
land  can  pay ;  but  in  France  all  is  private, 
the  resolutions  of  tlie  cabinet  are  followed 
only  by  edicts,  and  these  are  so  contra- 
dictory,  so  voluminous,  and  so  multi£i- 
rious,  that  it  is  a  science  to  understand 
them;  even  the  bankers  of  Paris,  who 
have  any  business,  find  it  impossible  to 
make  themselves  masters  of  the  French 
funds,  and  employ  brokers,  whose  only 
business  it  is ;  then,  Sir,  when  I  pretend 
to  tell  you  what  is  the  present  state  of  tlie 
finances  of  that  country,  I  cannot  pretend 
to  accuracy ;  I  leave  those  pretensions  to 
gentlemen  of  more  eloquence  and  greater 
vivacity  Hooking  at  colonel  Barr§). 

Sir,  I  tiave  three  accounts  of  the  French 
finances,  as  they  were  in  the  year  1772, 
and  also  last  year;  these  accounts  agree 
in  the  main  pretty  well,  and  are,  I  believe* 
very  much  to  be  depended  upon  in  tlie 
principal  parts,  though  not,  as  I  before 
observed,  with  any  minute  accuracy.  By 
one  of  these  accounts  the  revenue  is  359 
millions  of  livres,  or  about  13,500,000/. 
at  the  present  rate  of  exchange :  another 
account  makes  it  14>,000,000/. ;  this  re- 
ceipt is  larger  than  it  was  in  1763,  for  se- 
veral new  taxes  have  been  laid  upon  the 
people,  the  farms  have  been  renewed  and 
raised,  and  other  circumstances  have  hap- 
pened to  increase  tlie  gross  revenue :  my 
accounts  make  the  expenditure,  in  1764?, 
exceed  the  whole  receipt  by  700^000^. 
sterling ;  and  In  1772,  aner  m  the  addi- 
tions made  to  the  revenue,  afler  all  the 
acts  of  power  which  had  reduced  the 
debts,  and  after  every  exertion  of  which 
we  have  heard  so  much,  still  the  excess  of 
expence  was  then  300,000^  sterling:  this 
is,  Sir,  upon  the  lowest  and  most  mode- 
rate account ;  but  I  twive  very  great  rea- 
son to  suppose  that  it  is  much  under  the 
truth,  from  another  undoubted  circum- 
stance, which  is,  that  since  1763,  they  have 
contracted  in  ten  years,  sixteen  miliiona 
sterling  of  new  debt;  this  is  certain,  eind- 
consequently,  the  excess  of  their  expence 
must  have  been  i^eater  than  70Q,000/.  a 
year. 
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I  fidd  the  whale  milkary  expence  d 
France  set  down  at  sometliing  more  thaa 
5,000,O00Z.  sterling ;  but  upon  thia  artide 
I  have  great  doubts :  th^  *  extraordinare 
de  guerre'  includes  only  common  articles 
of  expence,  and  even  part  of  the  actual 
pay  of  tlie  men ;  but  gentlemen  who  re* 
fleet  on  this  matter  will  be  certain  there 
must  be  some  after-clap  of  no  slight  con- 
sequence. 

Besides  the  military  roll,  there  are  the 
articles  of  the  expences  of  the  king  and 
the  court,  which  are  various  and  inde- 
finite* and  rising  to  such  sums  as  I  dare 
say  make  their  comptrollers  in  general 
tremble.  There  is  also  the  interest  of 
tlteir  debts;  upon  this  article  I  most 
dwell  a  little,  because  the  conduct  of  the 
present  ninister  in  that  country  has  beeo 
hcki  up,  both  within  doors  and  witho<^ 
as  a  pattern  which  the  ministry  in  £nf« 
land  ought  to  fdlow.  The  means  taken  to 
support  the  finances  of  France  are  tliese : 

In  the  first  place.  Sir,  the  cause  <f*aflK>r- 
tusement  was  applied  to  the  sinking  of  the 
capitals;  this  being  the  sinking  fund,  it 
seems  no  great  matter,  for  our  sinking 
fund  is  apphed  to  the  same  purpose,  but 
it  WAS  abut  up ;  however.  Sir,  the  atnkii^ 
fund  of  France  is  quite  another  afiair  fron 
that  of  England.  Upon  the  great  burthen 
of  debts  which  loaded  the  government  m 
1763,  out  came  an  edict,  vexy  well  writtea, 
as  all  their  edicts  are,  setting  forth,  that 
the  necessities  of  the  state  rendered  it  ab- 
solutely necessary  to  lessen  the  debts  af 
the  public ;  that  for  this  purpose  his  ma- 
jesty found  it  necessary  to  take  a  portisa 
of  their  annual  interest,  and  form  it  into  a 
fund  for  the  payment  of  their  own  debts, 
a  system  something  different  fitim  the  fond 
in  England  for  paying  debts.  Well,  the 
next  thing  he  did  was  to  divert  ^ts  very 
fund  to  die  current  service  of  Ibe  year. 
which  had  been  formed  from  their  iaterect 
for  the  payment  of  their  capital. 

Now,  Sir,  let  us  turn  to  the  next  mea- 
sure of  finance  for  the  reduction  of  debt ; 
this  was  in  the  tontines ;  we  have  nothing 
in  Enghmd  that  resemble  them,  and  there- 
fore 1  cannot  translate  it ;  but  tte  opera- 
tion was,  at  one  stroke,  to  reduce  peqpe- 
tual  securities  to  life  annuities,  that  is,  ta 
cut  off  tlie  survivorship.  The  next  thing 
was  to  go  to  work  with  many  diferent 
funds  bearing  intenest,  acme  8  per  cent, 
some  7,  others  6,  and  others  5;  all  these 
were  by  another  act  of  power,  for  thesakt 
of  a  beauUful  symmetry,  reduced  to  d( 
per  cent.    Next,  Su:»  toere  is  a  fund  in 
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France  irhich  haseverbeen  held  sacred,  and 
through  all  former  acts  of  power  escaf>ed 
the  violence  of  the  financiera;  it  is  the 
perpetual  annuities  secured  on  the  Hotel 
de  Ville:  such  an  infioite  number  of  peo* 
pie  in  all  parts  of  France  are  concerned  in 
the  stability  of  this  fund,  that  it  was  sup* 
posed  to  be  the  last  that  a  minister  would 
dare  to  touch ;  yet,  Sir,  this  did  not  es- 
cape :  under  the  pretence  of  paying  off 
part  of  thecapital,  the  payments  were  made 
in  billets  de  lloi,  which,  from  100  fell  im- 
mediately to  60,  and  tha$  60  funded  anew. 

Besides  these  operations  on  the  funds, 
other  measures  were  used^  which  ha?e  ra- 
ther a  better  appearance ;  the  farmers  ge  • 
neral  were  very  severely  treated  in  the 
debts  due  to  them  by  the  crown;  but  as 
they  were  much  hated  in  France,  this  mea- 
sure was  approved  :  though  ceirtainly,  in 
the  light  of  public  creditors,  they  ought  to 
have  been  respected.  Another  measure 
was  a  reduction  of  pension s^  which  at  first 
sight  may  carry  a  popular  appearance,  but, 
upon  examination,  it  will  not  be  found  ju- 
dicious. In  France,  very  many  people, 
afler  spending  early  all  their  fortunes,  and 
passing  the  greatest  part  of  their  Jives  in 
the  service  of  the  public,  retire  upon  little 
pensions,  the  all  tney  have  to  live  upon ; 
to  reduce  such,  I  must  call  a  violent,  cruel, 
and  impolitic  measure. 

Now,  Sir,  I  must  observe  on  these  vari- 
ous stretches  of  power,  that  they  must  by 
no  means  be  called  regular  operations  oif 
financial  abilities,  since  it  is  very  plain, 
that  a  comptroller  general  might  as  well 
be  called  a  ^reat  minister  from  his  expedi- 
tion and  spirit  in  applying  the  dash  of  a 
pen  to  all  the  debts  of  France,  and  wipe 
them  out  at  one  stroke.  Is  there  any  gen- 
tleman that  would  wish  to  see  similar 
operations  going  forward  in  England  ?  Is 
there  any  gentleman  that  would  think  this 
countiT  so  much  the  richer,  and  more 
powernil,  because  its  debt  was  extinguish- 
ed by  such  a  mode  of  proceeding  \  Is  it 
not  apparent  that  France  therefore,  from 
a  similarity  of  reasoning,  is  by  no  means 
more  wealthy  or  more  powerful  from  hav- 
ing practiaed  those  acts  of  power  ? 

I  i^ail  next  take  the  French  affairs  in 
another  point  of  view.  Notwithstanding 
these  repealed,  and,  I  may  say,  tyranniciu 
acts,  she  is  still  involved  in  an  enormous 
debt,  far  it  ia  yery  little  sunk !  that  is,  not 
near  so  much  by  this  conduct  as  at  first 
a^ht  woald  be  supposed.  Let  us  take  a 
view  of  their  fonds :  by  the  new  created 
iebt  sinoa  the  peace,  and  that  oooasioned 


by  the  war,  a  man  possessing  stock  may 
make  about  71  per  cent,  by  his  capital. 
These  funds,  Sir,  are  now,  and  have  been 
for  a  year,  at  82,  that  is,  at  no  less  Chan  68 
per  cent,  discount,  and  there  are  none  of 
these  debts  higher.  That  stock,  which  it 
is  very  well  known  in  France  from  many 
circumstances  will  be  the  last, that  is  tam- 
pered with,  is  at  27  per  cent,  discount : 
can  this  view  of  the  present  state  of  the 
credit  of  France  reasonably  suggest  alarm 
to  the  friends  of  this  country  ?  So  very 
far  is  the  representation  we  have  heard  of 
the  French  finances  from  being  a  true  one, 
that  the  very  rescriptiens  which  are  formed 
out  of  former  debts,  and  which  somewhat 
resemble  our  Exchequer-bills,  and  v^hich 
are  lessened  as  fast  as  the  efforts  of  the 
French  ministers  can  effect  it,  these,  $ir, 
are  yet  circulating  in  the  market  at  the 
monstrous  discount  of  more  than  forty  per 
cent,  and  from  this  circarastance  I  think, 
we  may  fairly  and  clearly  deduce,  the  utter 
impossibility  of  the  French  minister's  vio« 
lent  measures  having  had  such  an  effect  as 
some  persons  would  persuade  us :  and  if. 
Sir,  all  these  exertions  of  power,  and  this 
continued  flagrant  violation  of  all  the  prin- 
ciples and  practices  of  public  credit,  if 
these  efforts  hav^  not  been  able  to  free 
them  from  more  than  a  very  inconsider^ 
able  portion  of  debt ;  and  knowing  at  the 
same  time  that  they  have  contracted  six* 
teen  millions  of  fresh  debts  since  the 
peace:  nothing  can  be  clearer  from  all 
this  than  the  utter  impossibility  of  what 
has  been  said  of  the  flourishing  state  of 
their  finances.  And  at  the  same  time,  Sir, 
that  we  know  these  circumstances,  we 
likewise  know  how  mu<^h  the  people  have 
been  impoverished  and  oppressed  by  coi>^ 
tinning  the  taxes  of  the  war,  and  also  by 
layine  on  new  taxes  since  the  peace. 

It  has  been  said.  Sir,  that  the  death  of 
the  king  of  France  will  endanger  the 
peace ;  and  the  idea  of  the  new  monarch 
being  an  ceconomist  is  connected  with  it, 
in  order  to  make  us  tremble.  But,  Sir,  if 
the  new  king  is  an  oeconomist,  he  will 
not  break  the  present  peace  with  his  neigh- 
bours, in  order  to  plunge  into  all  the  diffi- 
culties which  a  war  would  bring  upon 
him.  If  he  is  an  coconomist,  he  will  find 
work  enough  in  his  own  finances  to  keep 
him  employed. 

Sir,  the  ministry  in  England  have  heea 
much  reflected  on,  not  only  for  being  bad 
managers,  but  it  has  been  said  they  ought, 
in  imitation  of  the  comptroller  general  in 
France,  to  lay  new  taxes.    Sir,  our  es* 
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pences  certainly  run  very  high,  and  to 
render  them  easier,  new  taxes  might  be 
devised ;  and  when  parliament  thinks 
proper  to  lay  taxes,  I  shall  not  oppose  it ; 
but  1  must  observe,  that  our  great  ex- 
pences  arise  from  large  establishments: 
these,  both  by  sea  and  land,  were  After  the 
'  p^eace  thought  necestory,  partly  on  account 
of  our  conquests,  and  partly  for  security 
in  peace.  There  was  a  measure,  Sir, 
adopted  before  the  last  war,- which  then, 
I  suppose,  was  found  necessary,  and  cer- 
tainly had  great  effects ;  I  mean  the  seiz- 
ing the  French  ships  before  the  declaration 
of  war.  But  that  measure,  necessary  and 
useful  as  it  might  be,  could  not,  cannot  be 
forgotten ;  and  it  might  and  was  thought 
proper  to  keep  up  a  greater  force  than  on 
former  occasions,  in  order  that  we  might 
not  be  taken  ourselves  unawares,  and  have 
others  go  to  work  with  us,  with  as  little 
ceremony  as  we  attacked  them.  But,  Sir, 
whether  this  has  been  just  or  not,  cer- 
tainly the  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of 
the  House  have  little  reason  to  reproach 
administration  for  not  laying  taxes:  let 
them  reflect.  Sir,  on  a  tax  which  «was  laid, 
upon  the  maturest  consideration,  upon  a 
consumption  not  taxed  before,  called  for 
by  every  rule  of  equality,  and  so  light, 
though  at  the  same  time  productive,  that 
scarce  any  body  could  feel  it.  Every 
gentleman  will  see  I  mean  the  cyder  tax  : 
that  tax.  Sir,  against  which  there  never 
were  two  syllables  of  common  sense  urged, 
was  repealed  upon  the  cry  of  liberty  being 
in  danger :  the  exciseman  will  invade  our 
houses,  castles,  if  you  please  ;  yet  a  small 
composition  would  have  kept  out  the  ex- 
ciseman, so  that  to  a  gentleman  of  4,000/. 
«  year,  the  payment  would  have  amount 
only  to  4v<.  a  year.  Unhappily,  however, 
for  this  country,  %the  cyder  counties  gave 
us  financiers,  and  the  tax  was  repealed* 

There  was  another  tax,  Sir,  a  well 
known,  common,  and  customary  grant,  an 
annual  tax,  and  the  amount  little  felt  by 
the  interest  that  paid  it,  that,  Sir,  waa 
lost ;  much,  I  am  sure,  to  the  disappoint- 
ment of  me',  among  others,  who  found 
ourselves  in  the  minority.  Those  gentle- 
men, therefore,  who  promoted  the  repeal 
of  the  cyder  duty,  and  voted  for  taking 
off  the  one  shilling  of  the  land-tax,  have 
iurely  very  little  reason  to  reproach  admi- 
nistration with  not  laying  on  fresh  taxes : 
and  they  should  recollect  the  very  dif- 
ferent situation  of  France,  at  this  period, 
from  that  which  has  now  been  mentioned 
as  the  system  of  England. 


Colonel  Barrt,  The  noble  lofd  hv 
done  what  is  very  unusual  with  him,  he 
has  quitted  his  usual  defensive  ground, 
and  taken  an  ofiensive  part ;  but  be  bai 
fixed  his  day  of  triumph  for  it,  when  he 
chooses  his  own  ground,  makes  his  own 
representation,  and  gives  us  jiut  as  much 
of  every  subject  as  suits  his  purpose.  I 
have  had;  however,  shot  for  shot  with  the 
noble  lord,  and  should  not  now  take  up 
the  time  of  the  House,  had  I  not  been  so 
pointedly  called  upon. 

The  noble  lord  nas  accused  me  of  en- 
deavouring to  deceive  the  House  in  rda- 
tion  to  the  state  of  France ;  but  I  hsfe 
offered  no  information  in  any  point,  which 
I  did  not  receive  from  authority  that  ap- 
peared good ;  and  I  must  remark  that  u 
the  material  article,  the  degree  to  which 
their  debts  are  lessened,  he  speaks  en- 
tirely from  conjecture,  not  in  the  least 
upon  positive  information,  good  or  bad. 
Before  I  enter  more  particularly  on  this 
matter,  I  must  congratulate  the  House  on 
the  attention  which  the  noble  lord  has 
given  to  the  French  afiairs.  I  really  be- 
lieve he  has  employed  from  the  13th  [the 
day  when  colonel  Barr6  spoke  of  the  state 
of  France]  to  this  dav,  tne  ISth,  in  mak- 
ing up  his  French  budget,  which  upon  the 
whole  is  very  well  put  together,  and  in 
several  particulars  agrees  with  the  infor- 
mation 1  gained  when  in  France.  The 
noble  lord's  accounts  make  the  total  re- 
venue from  thirteen  to  fourteen  millions ; 
my  authority  is  extremely  positive  for  six- 
teen millions.  And  in  the  artide  of  debts 
paid,  and  interest  reduced,  our  accounts 
disagree  so  totally,  that  I  can  by  no  means 
reconcile  them,  m  so  much  that  I  find  not 
the  least  reason  to  allow  the  conjectures 
he  has  made  on  this  bend ;  for  if  the  gain 
of  interest  has  not  been  more  than  a  few 
hundred  thousand  pounds  a  year,  and  if 
they  have  run  in  debt  a  fresh  sixteen  mil- 
lipns^  in  the  name  of  common  sense  ibr 
what  purpose,  and  to  what  effect  have  aU 
those  enoi'mous  acts  of  power,  to  the  de- 
struction of  credit,  been  entered  into? 
My  informadon  is  directly  contranr,  and 
the  plain  reasoning  of  his  lord^ip's  own 
facts  confirms  it.  So  many  funds  reduced 
from  seven,  six,  and  %!9e  per  cent,  to  two 
and  a  hal^  and  so  little  profit  made  by  it! 
It  is  a  contradiction. 

But,  Sir,  there  is  another  ciicumsUDce, 
these  revenues  are  to  be  viewed  in  time  to 
come  with  a  very  diferent  m  from  what 
has  passed.  The  period  roUowing  the 
peace  abounded  neceaiifffly  in  a  Ind  of 
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expence,  and  I  know,  on  good  authority, 
that  their  three  last  marriages  cost  them 
very  little  les8  than  tvro  muliong  sterling. 
These,  and  several  other  articles  of  ex- 
pence,  are  past,  and  will  not  return.   The 
noble  lord  states  the  military  expence  at 
five  millions ;  it  is  the  same  in  my  account ; 
this   is  not  a  third  of   their  revenues; 
whereas  ours  amount  to  four  millions,  or 
very  near  half,  a  confirmation  of  what  I 
advanced  on  a  former  occasion,  that  our 
roilitaiT  establishment  was  greater  than 
that  of  France.    I  spoke  of  that  country 
as  an  object  of  terror ;  I  repeat  it  again ; 
I  repeat  that  such  an  immense  rerenue, 
raised  upon  the  worst  of  systems,  and 
consequently  open  to  prodigious  improve- 
ments, with  a  debt  lessening  (no  matter 
by  what  operations,  for  every  operation 
frees  the  revenue)  every  instant,  with  a 
future   prospect,  nay   certainty,   of  not 
having  a  return  of  many  burthensome  ex- 
pences.      I    repeat    that   these    circum- 
stances are,  and  ought  to  be,  objects  of 
terror  to  this  country.     We  should  reflect, 
that  if  the  new  monarch  has   the  least 
turn  to  national  joeconomy ;  if  his  minis- 
ters make  innovations  in  the  mode  of  levy- 
ing their    taxes;    if  improvements    ex- 
tremely easy  to  be  executed  are  adopted, 
that  the  revenue,  large  as  it  it,  would  be 
greatly  increased, ,  at  the  time  that  the 
people  were  eased.    These  are  resources 
of  which  you  have  nothing  similar.  These 
are  resources  of  which  the  noble  lord  has 
taken  no  notice ;  the  king  has  taken  upon 
him  the  debts  of  the  pais  d^etat,  and  also 
the  taxes  which  pay  the  interest^  to  a  very 
great  amount ;  the  receipt  in  this  case  is 
certain   and  permanent;    but    as  to  the 
expence  of  interest,  we  may  all  suppose 
what  that  will  be  whenever  necessity  calls : 
yet  this  is  an  object  of  some  millions  sterl- 
ing.    Another  circumstance  is  that  of  the 
monasteries ;    an    inquisition    has    been 
taken,  and  many  have  been  found  with 
3nly  three   or  four   fat  friars  in   them, 
though  the  revenue  is  ample ;  it  was  said 
;o  them,  this  income  is  more  than  you 
:an  know  how  to  spend  properly;  you 
night  surely  unite  with  your  neighbour, 
md  one  rental  support  you  both.     Sacri- 
ege  was  the  reply;  the  church  was  in 
langer ;  their  institutes  would  be  trampled 
)n.     Well,  it  was  said,  let  us  examine 
iiese   institutes;   if  you  have,  in  other 
yaria  of  your  conduct,  complied  with  the 
:erms  of  those  institutes,  very  good;  if 
lot,  you  cannot  complain.    This  matter 
Fas  soon  diq^atched ;  the  monks  were 


forced  to  be  silent,  while  one  half  of  their 
revenues  were  seized.  In  the  empty  mo- 
nasteries, seminaries  for  the  education  of 
youth  were  established,  but  in  the  power 
and  patronage  of  the  crown ;  which  by 
a  very  easy  transition  may  convert  them 
into  military  academies,  into  barracks,  or 
whatever  else  it  pleases.  These  I  call  re- 
sources, great  resources,  because  they 
may  so  easily  be  made  the  fruitful  mother 
of  a  thousand  more.  This  b  an  art  well 
understood  in  France;  preoedenu  are 
great  things,  and  special  use  will  by  and 
by  be  made  of  these  two  articles. 

I  have  always  considered  myself  as  well 
en^loyed  with  relation  to  my  own  coun* 
try,  when  I  made  use  of  my  leisure  in 
travelling  over  foreign  ones,  wiUi  a  view 
to  gain  information  concerning  their  poli- 
tical state.  I  have  lately  been  in  the  re- 
motest parts  of  France ;  if  the  noble  lord's 
conclusions  are  just,  which  he  draws 
from  the  state  he  has  given  us  of  French 
credit,  that  country  must  be  miserably 
oppressed  and  devoured  with  taxation, 
rather  than  taxed  with  judgment.  It  may 
be  so;  but  I  will  tell  the  noble iord  what  I 
saw  in  every  part  of  France.  I  saw  every 
sign  of  a  flourishing  state;  an  immense 
cultivation ;  agriculture  highly  flourishing ; 
improvements  every  where  going  on;  a 
prodigious  population,  &c.  In  a  word. 
Sir,  oppress  that  people  as  much  as  you 
will ;  yet  is  there  that  spirit  of  uidustry, 
seconded  by  such  a  climate,  and  such  a 
soil,  that  she  will  flourish  in  spite  of  fate. 
Every  one  knows  to  what  she  was  re- 
duced ;  every  one  who  has  lately  been 
there  knows,  or  might  know,  how  much 
she  is  recovered.  Her  ports  are  fliled 
with  commerce;  her  towns  with  manufac- 
tures ;  her  territory  is  covered  with  culti- 
vation ;  her  population  is  boundless ;  and 
the  quantity  or  gold  and  silver,  not  pa- 
per, circulating  in  the  kingdom,  is  wnat 
we  have  no  conception  of  with  all  our 
wealth.  Now,  if  the  noble  lord  persists  in 
telling  us  of  the  oppressions,  taxes,  and 
want  of  faith  in  the  French  ministry,  then 
1  reply,  what  a  country  must  tliat  b«^ 
what  immense  resources  must  she  possess 
in  a  better  conduct,  that  can,  under  her 
present  oppressions,  carrv  so  many  unde- 
ceiving appearances  of  bemg  both  flourish- 
ing and  formidable  ?  And  am  I  not  justi- 
fira  in  my  apprehensions,  that  the  real 
source,  extent,  and  nature  of  her  power 
are  ill  undeiatood,  when  they  are  lightly 
treated? 

Am  I  not  also  juatified  in  saying,  that 
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tills  country  is  wasting,  in  an  enormous 
peace  establisiiraent,  that -wealth •  which 
ahe  ought  to  reserve  for  a  day  of  need  ? 
The  noble  lord  admits  that  the  navy  is 
too  great,  and  that  in  future  it  ouglit  to 
be  reduced.  But  he  qualifies  this  with  so 
many  ifs,  that  he  must  be  an  indifferent 
observer  who  does  not  foresee  what  the 
reduction  will  be.  That  the  noble  lord  is, 
at  bottom,  of  my  opinion,  I  am  convinced  ; 
but,  alas !  Sir,  a  part  of  our  system  of  go- 
vernment is,  that  each  great  officer  should 
be  independent ;  we  want  that  gVeat  con- 
trouling  power  which  should  keep  all 
lesser  powers  in  order ;  without  this,  it  is 
a  farce  to  talk  of  ceconoroy  or  finances ; 
and  when  we  reflect  on  this,  what  will  be 
said  to  another  budget  being  opened  in 
another  assembly,  as  I  em  told  (for  I  can- 
not know  it  personally,  thanks  to  that  dis-. 
graceful  exclusion  of  us  from  the  House 
of  Lords,  as  if  we  were  pickpockets)  by  a 
noble  lord,  who  insists  that  the  navy  shall 
not  be  lessened,  and  whose  credit  with  the 
King  It  great  enough  to  controul  the 
treasury  itself:  from  hence  may  we  not 
learnj  I  say,  what  hope  there  is  of  this  re« 
duction  ? 

The  noble  lord  carried  us  to  India,  and 
gave  us  his  conversation  with  the  direc« 
tors :  the  directors  I  *  Ce  sont  les  Direc- 
teurs !'  ridiculous  to  give  them  that  title ! 
Knows*  not  every  man  the  efiect  of  your 
regulating  acts  last  sessions ;  that  his  ford- 
•hip's  secretary,  nay,  his  secretary's'  se- 
cretary, has  nothing  to  do  but  to  go  with 
the  least  hint  or  intimation  that  such  pro- 
motions would  be  agreeable  to  the  trea- 
sury, they  are  obeyed;  it  is  done;  it 
must  be  done ;  and  shall  we  then  be  told, 
that  the  crown,  instead  of  adding  wealth 
and  prosperity  to  the  nation,  has  not 
filched  the  power  and  patrpnage  of  tjiat 
company ! 

Mr.  Edmund  Burke.  The  noble  lord 
has  taken  such  a  circuit,  that  it  will  be  nb 
easy  matter  to  follow  him ;  he  has  encom- 
passed the  world,  gone  into  all  parts  of  the 
globe ;  given  an  historical  detail  which  in- 
cludes the  operations  of  a^es,  and  touched 
upon  every  circumstance  in  the  adminis- 
tration of  afiairs,  that  can  either  call  down 
applause  or  raise  resentment;  and  not 
content  with  giving  an  account  of  the 
services  and  ways  and  means  of  this  coun- 
try, he  has  translated  the  budget  of  tbe 
Abb^  de  Terray,  and  examin^,  by  the 
nicest  rules  of  criticism,  4he  management 
of  the  French  finances.  Not  content  with 
this,  be  has  taken  a  n^w  ciffic^  upon  him, 


and  carried  op  a  complimentary  address 
to  the  new  monarch  at  Yersailks ;  he  hat 
given  him  encomiums — he  is  prudent,  pa- 
cific, and  an  oeconomist.  AU  this  i&  l 
very  great  scope ;  great  enough.  Sir,  and 
sufficient  for  the  noble  lorcra  abilities, 
without  going  out  of  his  way  to  insult  the 
character  of  a  man  not  present  to  defend 
it-^of  a  man,  Sir,  who  has  abilities  to  re- 
ply to  the  noble  lord's  eloquence,  aod 
whose  firmness,  integrity,  and  love  of  his 
country  render  him  a  proper  object  for  at- 
tacks from  the  noble  lord.  He  has  toki 
us,  that  the  western  counties  being  fertile, 
not  in  the  production  of  apples  only,  bat 
of  financiers,  the  Cyder  Act  oame  to  be 
rep^ed.  While  they  are  fertile  in  the 
production  of  such  men  as  mj  sight  hon. 
friend,  they  produce  the  greatest  asd 
most  glorious  crops  that  can  honour  or 
adorn  a  country.  Sir,  the  cocapositiflo 
which  the  noble  lord  speaks  of  was  the 
disgrace  of  that  tax,  as  it  is  of  all  others. 
A  man  of  4«,00(tf.  a  year  could  compound 
for  40<.  but  how  could  the  cottager  com- 
pound i  What  a  farce  to  rest  the  oppres- 
sion of  a  tax  on  the  wealthy,  who  can  bov 
it  ofi"! 

With  relation,  Sir,  to  that  part  of  tbe 
noble  lord's  speech  to  ^which  he  made 
such  haste  to  get — the  state  of  France,  I 
readily  allow  the  information  which  1  have 
been  able  to  get,  some  of  which  I  bare 
reason  to  believe  is  very  good,  prettj 
much  confirms  the  account  the  noble  lord 
has  given.  I  cannot  agree  with  my  boo. 
friend  (col.  Barr6)  in  his  ideas  of  die 
point.  France  certainly  cannot  be  ia  anj 
flourishing  situation,  white  her  finaoces 
carry  such  an  appearance ;  these  depend 
on  the  wealth  of  the  people;  and  if  tbey 
were  so  rich,  the  Excnequer  would  taste 
the  sweets  of  it  more.  Besides,  Sir,  tbe 
expences  are  beyond  all  measure  ruinous; 
I  have  pretty  good  authority  for  sayiog, 
that  the  king  draws  after  him  a  permai 
expence  of  between  three  aad  four  mil- 
lions sterling ;  and  this  is  an  article  so 
rooted,  ana  so  vicious  in  its  prindple, 
that  no  act  of  the  minister's  oao  either 
lessen  or  coatroul  it.  There  is  another 
article  which  does  not  appear  in  the  mili- 
tary roll,  whieh  is  that  of  fortifioatioos ; 
it  IS  amazing  what  a  sum  of  mooev  is  ex- 
pended, or  at  least  lavished  under  this 
nead.  Several  weU»infbrmed  persons  have 
assured  me,  that  this  article  equab  the  an- 
nual pay  of  all  the  troops;  and  in  iu  very 
nature  it  is  open  to  an  infinity  of  abuser 
Certain  it  is,  that  they  have  groat  re> 
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ources  in  tiie  sy&tem  of  their  taxation ; 
hat  no  body  can  deny ;  how  likely  they 
ire  to  adopt  improvements  is  aiiolher 
natter.  But  the  noble  lord,  in  his  pane- 
^ric  on  the  new  king,  tells  us,  that  if  he 
}  an  ceconomist,  he  will  not  go  to  war 
irith  his  neighbours;  but  can  the  noble 
ord  want  to  be  tokl,  that  princes  may  be 
economists  for  very  different  than  pacific 
iews  i  Let  him  turn  his  eyes  towards  the 
n*eat  master  of  politics  and  oppression, 
be  Prussian  monarch,  who  is  a  very  pat- 
ern  of  oeconomy,  and  for  what  purpose, 
»ut  to  keep  immense  armies,  which  he 
lOurs  into  the  territories  of  his  neighbours 
rith  as  little*  conscience  as  notice?  This 
(light  convince  him,  that  the  French  mo- 
larch  is  not  the  less  to  be  dreaded  on  ac- 
ount  of  oeconomy. 

The  noble  lord,  with  much  exultation, 
ery  ill-placed,  I  think,  has  told  us  the  na- 
ional  honour  does  not  consist  in  l)eing 
he  busy  meddlers  in  every  European 
[uarrel;  and  in  terms  which  wanted  no 
xplanation,  severely  condemned  the  whole 
yatem  of  British  politics  from  the  Revo- 
iition.  He  has  his  system,  we  well  know, 
hough  not  the  author  of  it ;  but  he  and 
as  friends  would  have  been  more  consist- 
»nt,  had  thle  least  opposition  ever  once 
*een  heard  from  them  to  continental  mea- 
ures,  when  in  their  meridian.  But  the 
ystem  is  that  of  blindness  and  infatuation, 
lold  forth  as  as  excuse  for  that  conduct 
phich  saw  Corsica  seized  in  one  part  of 
zlarope,  and  Poland  dismembered  in  ano- 
her,  with  the  most  torpid  indifference ; 
vhen,  by  having  a  little  of  that  busy  spirit 
i€  intermeddling,  both  might  have  been 
irevented  by  mere  force  of  negociation, 
lad  the  powers  of  Europe  any  respectable 
dea  of  this  country,  once  the  refuge  and 
irotectress  of  distressed  nations.  But  the 
ime  will  come,  when  the  new  system  will 
»e  seen  in  all  its  impotence  and  folly ;  and 
rhen  the  balance  of  power  is  destroyed, 
t  will  be  found  of  what  infinite  conse- 
|uence  its  preservation  would  have  been. 

The  noble  lord  has  apologized  for  the 
rreatness  of  our  military  establishment,  by 
filing  us  that  our  enemies  may  begin 
irith  us  in  the  next  war  with  as  little 
ceremony  as  we  be^an  with  them;  but 
lerein  he  speaker  agamst  reason  and  expc-> 
ricnce.  A  great  establishment  may  impo- 
rerish,  but  cannot  preserve  you ;  it  is  im-  - 
[possible  for  you  to  have  one  sufficient  for 
Lhat ;  if  you  are  secure  of  peace,  it  will  be 
too  ^reat ;  if  you  are  in  real  danger  of  war, 
it  will  ever  be  too  small  and  insafficient  in 


the  hour  of  want ;  it  is  also  useless,  for  a 
nation  can  never  be  surprised ;.  it  is  talking  " 
absurdly  to  suppose  it ;  a  minister  that 
finds  himself  unexpectedly  in  a  war  would 
deserve  to  be  hanged  for  a  blockhead. 
Watch  the  merchants,  wlio  read  the  poli- 
tical hemisphere  admirably,  and  whose 
motions  will  always  tell  you  where  they 
apprehend  a  storm.  It  is  impossible  for  a 
minister  of  sagacity  to  be  deceived ;  he 
will  have  notice  sufficient  when  any  state 
intends  hostilities  long  enough  to  prepare 
for  it.  But  for  what  do  you  keep  ambas* 
sadors,  those  licensed  spies?  Are  they  sent 
to  all  the  courts  of  Europe  in  ordfer  to 
render  their  country  ridiculous?  Wliat 
a  bungling  system  of  poKtics  it  must  be, 
where  a  minister  is  possessed  of  every 
means  of  certain  intelligence,  and  yet 
talks  of  a  great  peace  establishment  as 
a  means  of  security  against  a  surprise. 
Here,  therefore,  is  an  instance  wherein 
administration  might,  upon  the  principles 
now  avowed,  save  millions  every  year  to 
their  country. 

The  noble  lord  has  thrown  out  much  ri- 
dicule on  those  he  is  pleased  to  call  the 
Orators.  He  tells  you,  sarcastically,  that 
the  House  is  ipuph  obliged  to  gentlemen  n 
who  will  take  the  trouble  of  opposing  ad- 
ministration, in  order  to  keep  up  a  proper 
spirit  of  enquiry.  Upon  my  word.  Sir, 
that  man  who  sticks  honestly  and  sincerely 
to  opposing  what  he  thinks  a  bad  adminis- 
tration, and  who  persists  in  it,  while  others, 
equally  professive,  gradually  are  tired  and 
fall  off,  is  a  true  aod  sincere  friend  to  his 
country ;  is  honest,  and  not  that  contemp- 
tible being  which  ministerial  followers  are 
so  fond  of  representing  him.  There  are 
such  men  in  this  House,  and  I  trust  and 
hope  it  never  will  be  without  them. 

Mr.  Dempster.  I  do  not  rise.  Sir,  in 
consequence  of  the  honourable  privilege, 
with  which  the  noble  lord  would  indulge 
the  gentlemen  on  this  side  of  the  House ; 
the  privilege  of  orators  in  Chancery,  who, 
as  such,  may  ask  impertinent  questions, 
and  commit  errors  and  mistakes  in  their 
bills  without  incurring  the  censure  of  that 
court ;  I  rise,  Sir,  in  a  nobler  capacity ;  I 
rise  in  behalf  of  my  constituents,  oy  whom 
I  am  appointed  and  authorised  to  defend 
their  property,  and  maintain  their  rights 
in  the  high  court  of  parliament :  and  I 
rise,  Sir,  late  as  it  is,  to  ask  a  question  or 
two  which  the  noble  lord,  as  administrator 
of  their  money  in  the  treasury  of  the  pub- 
lic, is  bound  to  answer,  and  will,  I  make 
no  doubt,  answer,  though  not  upon  oatli. 
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with  the  veracity  of  a  defendant  in  the 
court  of  Chancery. 

The  noble  lord.  Sir,  has  gone  very 
largely  into  the  wide  field  of  debate,  whicn 
the  business  of  this  day  opens.  He  has 
entertained,  informed,  and  instructed  th^ 
committee,  and  no  member  of  it  has  heard 
him  with  more  pleasure  than  myself:  but 
the  noble  lord  stopped  short  where  I  could 
have  wished  him  to  have  gone  on.  1  am 
left,  and  the  committee,  I  believe,  is  also 
left  with  roe,  in  the  dark  as  to  two  very 
important  points  for  their  consideration. 
The  first  point  is,  what  share  of  the  public 
and  usual  revenue  of  the  state  will  be  this 
year  employed  in  the  discharge  of  our  na- 
tional debt  ?  The  second  point  is,  whether 
our  annual  revenue  is  decreasing  or  in- 
creasing? Both  are  important.  I  will 
therefore  venture  to  trespass  for  a  moment 
upon  the  patience  of  the  House,  to  men- 
tion what  occurs  to  me  concerning  them. 
In  regard  to  the  first  point,  I  fear,  Sir,  it 
will  not  be  found  that  much  of  our  reve- 
nue has  been  employed  in  discharging  our 
debt,  the  great  use  to  which,  in  my  opi- 
nion, it  ought  in  time  of  peace  to  be  ap- 
plied. 

One  million  of  the  three  per  cent,  an- 
nuities is  to  be  paid  ofi^,  by  a  voluntary 
subscription  of  tne  annui^es,  at  the  rate 
of  88  per  cent.  The  sum  requisite  for  the 
paying  it  is  880,000/.  Your  Exchequer 
bills  amounted  last  year  to  1,000,000/. 
This  year  they  are  augmented  to 
1,250,000/.  Here  then  is  a  new  debt  con- 
tracted of  250,000/.  A  lottery  is  proposed 
of  sixty  thousand  tickets,  at.  12/.  \0s, 
each  ticket.  The  value  of  the  ticket  is 
10/.  only.  The  public  pays  then  21.  10s. 
for  the  liberty  of  gaming  for  10/.  This 
must  be  considered  as  a  new  tax  imposed 
upon  us,  and  will  amount  to  150,000/. 
which,  with  250,000/.  additional  Exche- 
quer bills,  making  in  all  400,000/.  must, 
m  fairness,  be  deducted  from  the  880,000/. 
to  be  employed  in  the  redemption  of  the 
million  ot  three  per  cents.  The  remainder 
then  is  480,000/.  But  before  the  noble 
lord  can  be  warranted  in  taking  credit  for 
even  this  paltry  sum,  as  employed  in  dis- 
charging our  debt,  it  remains  to  see,  whe- 
ther that  debt  has  not  been  increasing  at 
one  end,  as  fast  as  we  are  paying  it  off  at 
the  other.  What  was  your  navy  debt 
this  time  twelve  months  ?  What  is  it  now  > 
The  noble  lord  has  not  told  you  how  this 
important  point  stands:  yet  it  was  his 
duty  to  do  so.  You  have  voted  200,000/. 
as  part  of  the  supply  of  the  year,  towards 
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reducing  that  debt.  I  think  I  have  some- 
where heard  this  will  go  but  a  short  way, 
and  that  there  will  remain  still  abok 
1,600,000/.  to  be  discharged.  If  this  is  i 
trne,  your  navy  debt  is  now,  after  di^ 
charging  200flOOL  of  ir,  about  300,00a\ 
higher  than  it  was  a  year  ago.  The  nobW 
lord,  nor  no  man  who  hears  me,  will  deriT 
that  this  increase  of  300,000/.  must  aL<o 
be  deducted  from  the  former  sum  of 
480,000/.  Here  then  remains  180,000:. 
which  has  been  applied  of  all  your  ice* 
mense  annual  revenue  towardis  the  lessen- 
ing of  our  national  debt.  A  revenue  c: 
upwards  of  10,000,000/.  and  a  sinkia^ 
fund  of  2,700,000/.  purposely  and  on- 
ginally  destined  for  the  discharge  of  oar 
debt,  afford  not  a  single  farthing  more  thin 
180,000/.  for  the  service  of  the  highest 
importance  to  the  kingdom  ;  and  that  tOu% 
Sir,  in  the  twelfth  year  after  the  peace  o: 
Versailles,  and  in  a  time  of  profound  trar- 
quillity.  A  day  of  triumph  to  the  min!»- 
ter !  This  is.  Sir,  and  in  the  mind  of  evcir 
thinking  roan  must  be  reckoned,  a  dsy  of 
humiliation  to  the  noble  lord,  and  to  even 
man  concerned  in  the  finances  of  il'^s 
kingdom.  Who  can.  Sir,  without  sorror 
and  despair,  reflect  on  the  present  state  oe 
our  revenue,  consumed  in  useless  peace 
establishments,  which,  far  from  adding  to 
our  strength,  only  encumber  and  enfeeble 
the  nation,  by  absorbing  those  resourct>, 
which  in  wisdom  and  sound  policy  ou^h: 
to  be  reserved  for  war. 

Let  me  now,  Sir,  mention  shortly  the 
other  material  part  of  this  day's  business, 
which  has  been  totally  omitted  by  tlie  do* 
tie  lord.  I  mean  the  increase  or  decrease 
of  our  revenue.  This  is  an  important  coo* 
slderation  ;  for  if,  while  our  expences  in- 
crease, our  revenue  should  be  foucd  to 
decrease,  the  candle  is  then  lighted  <t 
both  ends,  and  our  situation  is,  indeed, 
truly  deplorable.  This  omission  may  have 
been  unmtentional.  Yet  I  am  led  by  some 
circumstances  to  suppose,  that  this  part 
of  the  picture  has  not  been  without  design 
thrown  into  the  shade :  when  brought  for- 
ward, 1  fear  it  will  not  be  pleasing.  What 
makes  me  think  so  is  t)^is.  The  nobie 
lord  has  stated  the  sinking  fund  for  tlii^ 
year  at  ^,700,000/.  and  he  has  also  told 
us,  that  this  is  in  part  composed  of  about 
S70  or  350,000/.  of  savings  of  interest  in 
consequence  of  debt  formerly  discharged. 
Yet,  Sir,  I  remember  the  sinking  nind 
having  been  taken  five  or  six  years  back, 
if  not  longer,  at  2,800,000/.  when,  less  oi 
our  debt  being  paid  o^  the  savings  on  the 
s 


1315] 


Debate  in  the  Commons  on  the  Budget. 


A,  D.  1774f. 


[1346 


article  of  interest  must  have  been  roueh 
smaller  than  they  are  now  related  by  the 
noble  lord.  From  hence,  Sir,  I  conclude 
our  revenue,  the  income  of  the  nation,  is 
on  the  clecline ;  but  as  I  can  only  speak 
from  inference,  and  not  with  certainty,  I 
shall  wait  with  pleasure  to  hear  from  the 
noble  lord  himself  how  this  matter  stands, 
and  at  present  leave  the  subject  here. 

But,  Sir,  before  I  sit  down,  I  must  beg 
the  indulgence  of  the  committee,  to  throw 
out  an  idea  I  have  long  had,  how  this 
House  ought  to  act  concerning  our  debts 
and  establishments.    The  idea  is  crude, 
ill-digested,  and,  perhaps,  visionary ;  yet 
as  I  know  my  intention  to  be  fair,  I  am 
bound  to  hazard  it.    In  time  of  war.  Sir, 
the  first  question  of  the  committee  of  sup- 
ply ought  to  be,  how  many  seamen,  how 
many  soldiers,  and  how  much  money  is 
requisite  to  defend  ourselves,  and  to  annoy 
and  attack  the  enemy?   To  these  objects 
every  other  should  give  way.    The  spirit 
of  the  nation  will  vote,  and  I  trust  the  fa- 
culty of  the  state  will  furnish  amply  for 
such  services.    The  great  law  of  necessity, 
self-defence,  requires  that  war  should  not 
be  starved  :  but  the  war  once  at  an  end, 
and  peace  restored,  the  House  should,  in 
its  wisdom  and  good  sense,  invert  the  or- 
der of  its  proceeding.    Force  is  no  longer 
your    first    object.    The   care    of  your 
fmances  stands  far  before  it.    You  should 
enquire  what  incumbrances  have  been  con- 
tracted, and  examine  your  means  of  dis- 
charging them  within  a  reasonable  time, 
so  as  to  restore  you  speedily  to  your  for-* 
mer  situation,  in  point  of  debts  and  taxes.  ! 
Your  first  vote  in  time  of  peace  should  be 
of   the    sum  requisite  for   that  purpose, 
leaving  the  surplus  or  residue  to  be  ap- 
plied by  the  ministry.    Vote  largely  from 
the  sinking  fund  for  the  payment  of  your 
Jebts,  and  let  the  ministry  cut  and  carve 
the  remainder  as  they  please ;  for  I  shall 
?ver  be  of  opinion,  that  great  fleets  and 
irmies,  in  time  of  peace,  serve  only  to  in- 
:rease  the  power  of  the  crown^  and  weaken 
hat  of  the  kingdom. 

Governor  Johnstone  said,  that  no  man 
lad  received  greater  pleasure  from  the 
loble  lord's  speech  than  himself;  but  not- 
withstanding all  the  applause  it  had  re- 
eivcdy  he  thought  there  were  some  parts 
a  it  which  lay  extremely  open,  particu- 
irly  the  treatment  of  the  E^9t  India 
llompany,  the  4^  per  cent,  raised  by  royal 
uthority  on  the  ceded  islands,  and  the 
lanner  of  paying  off  the  one  million  now 
reposed.  He  said  his  lordship  had  de- 
[  vol-.  XVII.] 


scribed,  in  the  most  humofous  manner, 
the  farce  of  power  assuming  the  garb  of 
justice  in  the  operations  of  the  French 
finances.  That  no  man  could  exceed  hig 
lordship  Jn  that  description ;  his  solemn 
voice,  his  serious  manner,  his  peculiar  ac« 
tion,  all  contributed  to  give  the  proper 
vein  of  ridicule  to  such  proceedings.  But 
while  the  noble  lord  described  the  conduct 
of  the  French  financier,  it  brought  to  the 
governor's  mind  the  exact  counterpart  of 
the  English  minister.  He  observed,  his 
lordship  had  confessed  that  he  was  now 
convinced  the  extravagant  ideas  conceived 
by  government,  of  the  riches  to  be  drawn 
from  the  East  Indies,  was  in  fact  a  golden 
dream-  His  lordship  likewise  confessed 
that  he  was  convinced,  by  an  account 
drawn  up  by  one  of  the  present  directors, 
that  government  had  actually  received  all 
or  the  greatest  part  of  what  had  been  re- 
mitted home  from  these  acquisitions,  and 
that  the  sums  which  had  been  divided 
amone  the  proprietors,  was  really  an  ac- 
cumulation of  debt  entailed  upon  them. 
But,  says  the  noble  lord,  I  am  neverthe- 
less glad  the  public  hi^^  got  the  money. 
It  would  have  been  absorbed  in  plunder 
abroad,  or  jobs  at  home.  The  governor 
submitted  to  the  House  whether  that  was 
not  the  very  language  put  into  the  mouth 
of  the  French  financier,  when  he  cut  off 
the  pensions  and  salaries  to  placemen, 
whicn  had  in  fact  been  purchased  by  mo- 
ney, with  this  difference,  that  the  French- 
man had  the  necessity  of  the  state  to 
plead,  and  condoled  with  the  sufferer, 
while  his  lordship  held  forth  the  high  si-. 
t  nation  of  public  credit,  and  exulted  in 
proceedings  that  must  ever  deprive  us  of 
any  future  claims  to  that  sacred  distinction 
among  nations.  The  governor  said  he 
was  far  from  saying  the  perfidy  of  Britain 
was  yet  to  be  compared  to  that  of  France ; 
that  the  forms  of  the  constitution  did  not 
permit  it ;  that  we  were  not  as  yet  so  far 
advanced  in  the  stage  of  political  society; 
they  had  passed  the  zenith  of  prosperity  in 
Lewis  the  14th's  time,  we  on  the  close  of 
the  last  war :  but  this  country  was  making 
rapid  progress  in  the  same  lines  of  frivo- 
lity, vanity,  dissipation,  ^and  injustice. 
The  governor  said  that  no  man  had  a 
greater  right  to  exclaim  against  rapine  \a 
the  East  Indies,  or  jobbing  at  home,  than 
himself,  as  he  had  uniformly  opposed 
both;  but  it  was  a  poor  comfort,  and, a 
sad  excuse  to  the  innocent  stockholder, 
that  because  he  had  suffered  those  injuries 
from  others,  the  injustice  of  goverament 
[4B] 
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should  be  added  to  render  tile  measure  of 
his  miseries  complete,  and  even  founding 
on  those  three  calamities  the  destruction 
i)f  all  his  rights  and  privileges  which  had 
been  purchased  from  the  state  under  the 
faith  of  parliament ;  that  the  credit  of  a 
kingdom  was  like  the  honour  of  a  man,  or 
the  chastity  of  a  woman,  when  once  they 
be^n  to  yield,  thev  soon  proceeded  to 
the  most  abandoned  extremities;  that  it 
was  for  this  reason  he  rose  to  warn  the 
guardians  of  the  nation  of  the  doubtful 
steps  they  had  pursued  before  they  strayed 
too  far,  and  not  with  any  view  of  diminish- 
ing the  respect  due  to  the  noble  lord,' but, 
im  the  contrary,  to  add  to  it ;  by  warning 
him  to  avoid  such  measures  as  must  tar- 
nish his  reputation,   notwithstifnding  the 
greatest  abilities.    That  it  ill  became  the 
noble  lord  to  talk  of  plunderers  abroad, 
and  jobbers  at  home,  without  he  could 
shew,  after  all  the  positive  facts  establish- 
ed by  parliamentary  enquiry,  that  any  man 
notorious  in  those  practices,  had  been  dis- 
countenanced or  abashed  by  his  conduct 
towards  him ;  but  if  it  appeared  on  the 
•contrary,    such    men    were    particularly 
marked  among  the  number  of  their  friends, 
and  distinguished  by  his  recommendation, 
the  general  language  of  censure  was  hol- 
low and  insincere.    That  he  didnotsay 
(with  colonel  Barrli,)  that  the  noble  lord 
*^  had  missed  a  million,  and  filched  a  pa-  { 
tronage,"  but  he  averred  the  noble  lord 
had  unjustly  extracted   1,400,000/.,  and 
boldly  disdamful  of  public  faith,  had  seized 
a  patronage,  and  appeared  with  his  troops 
to  support  it.    That,  after  ridiculing  the 
false  pretences  of  a  French  financier,  it 
was  below  the  ingenuous  character  of  an 
English  minister,'to  avow  to  the  House  of 
Commons,    after  the   notorious  conduct 
which  had  been  held,  that  he  never  wished 
to  ticquire  any  patronage  in  the  East  In- 
dia Company.    Did  the  noble  lord  pre-, 
tend  to  say  that  the  conduct  of  his  secre- 
tary had  been  without  his  orders  ?    Did 
the  secretary)  on  his  left  hand,  presume  to 
deny  any  of  the  letters,  which  had  been 
given  to  the  public  as  copies  of  the  ori- 
ginals, in  his  name  ?   That  if  any  subter- 
fuge should  arise  on  this  point,  he  was 
bdd  to  say,  he  had  one  of  those  original 
letters  (assuming  all  management)  in  his 
pocket. 

The  other  matter  in  which  the  governor 
observed  the  public  faith  of  the  nation 
had  Jbeen  violated,  if  not  the  constitution 
of  the  country,  was  the  levying  of  M  per 
cent.  •&  the  ceded  islands  by  edict  of  the 


king.  The  governor  said,  he  dicd^ned 
those  doctrines,  that  dier  a  prodamation 
had  been  made  to  the  subject,  under  the 
great  seal  of  Britain,  with  hu  Majesty's 
sacred  promise  affixed,  and  whii^  must 
have  passed  through  all  the  offices  of  llie 
state  for  their  approbation,  that  such  noti- 
fication t9  the  world  should  be  held  of 
non-effect,  even  where  the  king,  by  the 
uniform  acquiescence  of  the  legislature, 
had  been  permitted  as  the  executive  ma- 
gistrate on  such  establishments.  To  sar, 
after  these  facts  (which  none  can  deny), 
that  men,  purchasing  estates  under  the 
faith  of  such  a  proclamation,  cannot  plead 
it  in  bar ;  or  that  after  such  sacred  as&u* 
ranees,  almost  every  article  shall  be  vio- 
lated, and  an  arbitrary  tax  of  4^  per  cent 
on-  the  gross  property,  shall  be  raised  by 
the  King's  edict  (an  authority  totally  i&- 
adequate  to  such  purposes,  though  the 
same  which  had  given  proclamation  it 
should  never  be  exacted),  is  a  breach  of 
national  faith  in  so  palpable  a  degree,  that 
nothing  less  than  the  total  indifference 
and  lethargy  into  which  we  are  ftliea, 
could  prevent  a  parliamentary  enquiry. 
That  with  regard  to  the  constitntioiud 
point,  involved  under  claims  of  conquest, 
whether  his  Majesty  had  originally  soch  a 
power  before  he  had  in  substance  passed 
his  word  that  he  never  would  exercise  it, 
the- governor  declined  speaking  with  con- 
fidence, because  he  naturally  suppo>ed 
the  ablest  law  officers  had  given  an  opi- 
nion in  approbation  of  such  a  measure. 
Nevertheless,  the  governor  fieurly  cost' 
fessed,  that  if  such  a  prerogative  of  raiffng 
nnoney,  and  applying  conquests  to  priiviii 
pensions,  existed  in  the  crown*  it  di^rbed 
every  idea  he  had  of  the  Britishyconstiiu- 
tion. 

The  governor  further  said,  that  lord 
North  had  been  very  artful  in  the  manage- 
ment of  the  question  of  the  day.  That 
he  agreed  with  the  noble  lord,  he  was  »- 
deed  the  defendant,  considering  what  ha^ 
been  said  on  former  debates,  but  likes 
second  Scipio,  he  had  removed  the  war 
from  Italy  to  Africa,  and  thrown  the  gen- 
tlemen on  thdt  side  of  the  House  into  s» 
much  recollection  to  defend  themselves 
for  their  conduct  on  former  occasions, 
that  they  had  totally  omitted  saving  a 
word  to  the  question,  which  he  thought 
very  reprehensible.  The  noble  lord,  he 
said,  admitted  that  85  was  the  natural 
price  of  ^he  three  per  cents,  in  the  present 
market;  that  they  had  only  rose  to  8S^ 
within  these  eight  dayS|  tiace  the  phui  9f 
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;he  budget  came  out.  For  thU  reason  his 
ordsliip  proposed  to  exclude  all  who  had 
purchased  from  that  time.  Bv  admitting 
^he  fact  of  the  rise,  the  noble  lord  proved 
^hat  the  benefit  on  lottery  tickets  was  a 
sufficient  inducement  for  stockholders  to 
iccept  payment,  without  any  additional 
•ralue  on  the  market  price  of  the  stock. 
That  by  the  present  mode»  3/.  premium 
;vas  given  on  the  stock,  and  the  six  lottery 
ickets  at  12/.  lOs,  could  not  be  reckoned  ' 
It  less  advantage  than  5L  So  t^at  in  fact, 
he  state  paid  SL  premium  on  every  85/. 
vhich  was  extremely  improvident.  For 
IS  the  money  lenders  in  time  of  war 
exacted  great  premiums  from  the  state, 
he  public  had  an  equal  right  to  pay  oif  at 
be  lowest  rates,  at  which  the  consent  of 
he  creditor  could  be  obtained.  That  th,e 
)roposition  for  excluding  all  who  had 
)urchased  since  the  terms  were  known, 
vas  unjust,  and  the  pretence  held  out  evi- 
lently  fallacious ;  for  it  cannot  be  sup- 
)oseay  if  the  persons  about  the  noble  lord 
vere  inclined  to  gambling  in  the  Alley, 
hat  thev  would  have  waited  buying  in  till 
he  stock  rose.  That  the  methods  taken 
0  avoid  suspicion,  did  in  fact  create  sus-^ 
)icion.  That  the  pretence  of  making  it^ 
m  open  Subscription,  leaving  the  manage* 
pent  to  the  clerks  of  the  Bank,  had  been 
blly  refuted  by  the  event  of  last  year, 
rhen,  though  a  kind  of  storm  prevailed, 
n  which  some  general  officers  lost  their 
vrigs  and  canes,  yet,  by  a  strange  fatality, 
vhen  the  favourite  names  of  fortune  ap- 
)eared,  if  the  bank  directors  and  the  noble 
ord  had  agreed  iik  selecting  them,  they 
:ould  not  have  been  more  exact  in  fixing 
ipon  their  friends.  The  governor  said, 
he  fair  character  of  the  persons  round 
he  noble  lord  left  no  room  for  suspicion 
vith  those  who  knew  them,  but  these 
itrange  fortuitous  circumstances  misled  all 
>thers  wl)o  did  not;  and  just  like  the 
)ension  bestowed  on  his  hon.  friend  (Mr. 
Cornwall)  concerning  which  he  had  given  | 
to  complete  a  justification,  yet  his  change  i 
)f  sentiments,  or  rather  conversion,  having 
lappened  precisely  at  the  time  of  re- 
viving it,  and  bis  conduct  having  kept 
»ce  with  the  progress,  men  who  did  not 
tnow  him  so  well  as  the  governor  did, 
vere  apt  to  impute  it  to  motives  against 
v^hich  be  had  constantly  been  declaiming. 
rha(  in  case  the  noble  lord  really  meant 
0  avoid  all  suspicion  in  the  present  pro- 
^t,  there  was  an  obvious  method,  that  of 
(oing  back  six  weeks,  and  after  the  sub- 
^ription  had  been  open  for  eight  days,  for 


the  benefit  of  gentlemen  living  in  the 
country,  then  drawing  the  names  of  those 
entitled  to  public  favour  from  a  balloting 
box.  , 

The  governor  shewed  likewise  the  fal-, 
lacy  in  supposing  that  one  million  of  the. 
national  debt  was  diminished ;  for,  in  fact» 
reckoning  the  present  lottery,  and  the  in- 
creased unfi^nded  debt  of  the  navy,  it  will 
be  found,  that  in  fact  we  had  not  paid  off 
300,000/. 

The  Resolutions  moved  by  lord  ^ortb. 
were  then  agreed  to. 

Debate  in  the  Lords  on  the  BiUJbr  the 
impartial  Administration  of  Justice  in 
Massachusetts  Bay.']  May  18.  The  or- 
der of  the  day  being,  read  for  the  third 
reading  of  the  Bill  for  the  impartial  admi- 
nistration of  justice,  in  the  cases  of  persons 
questioned  for  any  acts  done  by  them  in 
the  execution  of  the  law,  or  for  the  sup- 
pression of  riots  and  tumults,  in  the  pro* 
vince  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  in  New  Eng- 
land ;  a  debate  ensued.  It  was  opened  by 
the  earl  of  Buckinghamshire,  who  con- 
fessed this  to  be  the  most  exceptionable  of 
the  American  measures,  but  thought  it 
was  excused  by  necessjty.  He  was  an- 
swered by  lord  Shelburne,  who  spoke  with 
great  ability,  spirit,  and  knowledge  of  the 
subject.  The  lords  Denbigh,  Sandwich, 
and  the  Lord  Chancellor,  were  the  chief 
supporters  of  the  Bill.  The  duke  of  Man- 
chester spoke  wi^h  that  grace  of  manner 
and  elegance  of  language  which  so  peca- 
liarly  distinguish  him» 

The  Marquis  of  Rockingham  spoke  late 
in  the  debate.  His  speech  lasted  near 
three  quarters  of  an  hAur ;  and  never  was 
more  attention  given  to  a  speaker  on  any 
occasion.  He  spoke  with  all  the  weight 
and  authority  of  an  able  statesman,  and  all 
the  feeling  of  a  patriot,  deeply  concerned 
for  the  interest  of  his  country.  He  enter- 
ed  fully  into  the  civil  policy  which  had 
originally  given  rise  to  thedisturbancesLin 
America,  and  had  in  consequence  pro- 
duced bills  and  regulations  so  ill  calculated 
to  aJlay  them.  He  took  post  upon  the 
measure  of  his  own  administration,  the  re- 
peal of  the  Stamp  Act,  on  which  be  ar- 
gued with  great  force.  He  insisted  that 
that  repeal  was  no  more  than  a  return  to 
the  ancient  policy  of  Great  Britain,  ft'om 
which  the  tax  had  been  a  deviation.  He 
then  stated  the  new  taxes  laid  on  after  his 
removal  from  office,  as  originating  from 
no  plan  of  policy  whatsoever,  but  merely 
as  tne  result  of  pique  and  paasion ;  that 
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they  were  in  effect  confessed  to  be  so,  be- 
cause they  were  afterwards  repealed  for 
the  greater  part,  as  being  laid  by  the 
avowal  of  administration  iuelf,  in  contra- 
diction to  all  the  principles  of  commerce. 
— That  the  Tea-duty,  equally  uncommer- 
cial and  unproductive,  was  left  as  a  pep- 
per-corn, merely  for  the  sake  of  contest 
with  America,  as  the  ministry  had  like- 
wise avowed.  He  censured  very  severely 
the  doctrine  of  taxiing  for  the  sole  purpose 
of  exercising  an  invidious  right,  and  in- 
sisted that  taxes  ought  to  be  for  the  real 
purpose  of  supporting  government,  and 
not  purely  to  irritate  and  stir  up  dan- 
gerous questions.  That  the  Stamp  Act 
was  a  great  object,  and  might  have  pro- 
duced in  time  'Considerable  revenues ;  but 
tt>  risk  the  whole  trade  of  England,  and 
the  affections  of  the  Americans,  in  a  quar- 
rel with  the  colonies  for  pepper-corns,  he 
thought  a  very  unwise  proceeding. — After 
this  he  entered  into  the  particulars  of  the 
Bill,  and,  among  other  things,  in  answer 
to  the  difficulties  asserted  to  be  laid  on 
officers  without  such  protection  as  was 
given  by  this  Bill,  he  said  that  he  thought 
the  condition  of  men  of  honour  and  sensi- 
bility to  be  far  worse  under  this  Bill ;  for 
that  no  acquittal  could  be  hoi^Ourabie, 
where  the  prosecutor  had  not  the  usual 
means  of  securing  a  fair  trial.  He  con- 
cluded with  a  very  emphatical  recommen- 
dation of  temper,  as  necessary,  in  all  things, 
but  particularly  in  measures  of  this  na- 
ture, and  in  subjects  of  so  much  delicacy : 
his  own  remarkable  calmness  and  steadi- 
ness of  mind,  gave  additional  force  to  this 
part  of  his  speech. 

The  Duke  of  Richmond  spoke  last  in 
the  debate,  and  with  his  usual  spirit* 
pointed  his  answer  chiefly  to  what  fell  fr6m 
the  Chancellor  and  lord  Sandwich:  he 
concluded  with  recommending  to  the  pe- 
rusal of  the  House,  a  pamphlet,  called 
**  Considerations  on  the  Measures  carry- 
ing on  against  America,''  and  the  bishop 
of  St. .  Asaph's  Sermon,  preached  177S» 
before  the  Society  for  propagating  the  Gos- 
pel, as  containing  the  soundest  doctrines 
and  the  best  policy. 

The  Bill  was  then  read  a  third  time  find 
passed,  by  a  majority  of  45  to  12. 

Protest  on  passing  the  Bill  for  the  im' 
partial  Adntinistratton  of  Justice  in  MaS' 
sachuset's  Bay.']  The  following  Protest 
was  entered : 

*'  Dissentient' 

Utf  **  Because  no  evidence  whatsoever 


has  been  laid  before  the  House  tending  to 
prove,,  that  persons  acting  in  support  of 
public  authority,  and  indicted  for  murda-, 
cannot  receive  a  fair  trial  within  the  pro- 
vince which  is  the  objelct  of  this  Bill.  On 
the  contrary,  it  has  happened  that  an  offi- 
cer of  the  army,  charged  with  naurder.has 
there  received  a  fair  and  equitable  trial, 
afid  been  acquitted.  This  fact  has  hap- 
pened even  smce  the  commencement  of 
the  present  unhappy  dissensions. 

2d]y,  **  Because,  after  the  proscription 
of  the  port  of  Boston,  the  disffanchisemeot 
of  the  colony  of  Massachuset's  Ba}',  aod 
the  variety  of  provisions  which  have  beca 
made  in  this  session  for  new  modelling  the 
whole  polity  and  judicature  of  that  pro- 
vince, this  Bill  is  an  humiliating  confes- 
sion of  the  weakness  and  inefficacy  of  all 
the  proceedings  of  parliament.  By  sup- 
posing that  it  may  be  impracticable  by  any 
means  that  the  public  wisdom  could  devise, 
to  obtain  a  fair  trial  there,  for  any  who  act 
under  government,  the  Hoc&e  is  made 
virtually  to  acknowledge  the  British  go- 
vernment to  be  universally  odious  to  the 
whole  province.  By  supposing  the  case 
that  such  trial  niay  be  equally  impractica- 
ble in  every  other  province  of  America, 
parliament  does  in  effect  admit,  that  its  aa« 
thority  is,  or  probably  may,  become  hate- 
ful to  all  the  colonies.  This  we  appr^end 
is  to  publish  to  the  world,  in  terms  the 
most  emphatical,  the  little  confidence  the 
supreme  legislature  reposes  in  the  affection 
of  so  large  and  so  important  a  part  of  the 
British  empire.  If  parliament  believed 
that  any  considerable  number  of  the  peo- 
ple in  the  colonies  were  willing  to  act  in 
support  of  British  govemifient,  itis  evideot 
that  we  might  sa&y  trust  the  persons  so 
acting  to  their  fellow  colonists,  for  a  fidr 
trial  for  acts  done  in  consequence  of  such 
support.  The  Bill  thereft>re  amomits  tot 
declaration,  that  the  House  knows  no 
means  of  retaining  the  colonies  in  doe 
obedience,  butby  an  army  rendered  inde- 
pendent of  the  ordinary  course  of  law,  in 
the  place  where  they  are  employed. 

Sdly,  **  Because  we  think,  that  a  mili- 
tary force,  sufficient  for  governing  upon 
this  plan,  cannot  be  maintained  withoot 
the  inevitable  ruin  of  the  nation. 

<*  Lastly,  Because  this  Bill  seems  to  be 
one  of  the  many  experiments  towards  an  in- 
troduction of  essential  innovations  into  the 
government  of  this  empire*  The  virtual 
indemnity  provided  by  ton  Bill,  for  those 
who  shall  be  indicted  for  murdem  coob^ 
mitted  under  colour  pf  office^  can  aofver 
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ho  other  purpose.  We  consider  that  to 
be  an  indemnitj  which  renders  trial,  and 
consequently  punishment^  impracticable; 
and  trial  is  impracticable,  when  the  very 
governor,  under  whose  authority  acts  of 
violence  may  be  committed,  is  empowered 
to  send  the  instruments  of  that  violence  to 
three  thousand  miles  distance  from  the 
i>ccue  of  their  oflence,  the  reach  of  their 
prosecutor,  and  the  local  evidence,  which 
juay  tend  to  their  conviction.  The  Autho- 
rity given  by  this  Bill,  to  compel  the  trans- 
portation from  America  to  great  Britain, 
of  any  number  of  witnesses  at  the  pleasure 
of  the  parties  prosecuting  and  prosecuted, 
ivtthout  any  regard  to  their  age,  sex, 
health,  circumstances,  business,  or  duties, 
seems  to  us  so  extravagant  in. its  principle, 
and  so  imjpracticable  in  its  execution,  as  to 
confirm  us  further  in  our  opinion  of  the 
Fpirit  which  animates  the  whole  system  of 
the  present  American  regulations*^-— 
{"Signed J  Richmond,  Rockineham,  Lein» 
ster,  FitzwiUiam,  PorUand,  Man* 
cheater,  Ponsonby,  Craven.*' 

Debate  in  the  Lords  on  the  BiU  fm- 
Quartering  Troops  in  North  America,"} 
May  27.  The  oroer  of  the  day  being  read, 
.for  the  third  reading  of  the  Bill  for  the 
better  providing  suitable  Quarters'  for  Of- 
ficers and  Soldiers  in  hia  Majesty's  service 
in  North  America, 

]Lord  Chatham  ro^  and  said : 

My  lords,  the  un&vourable  s^te  of 
faeakh  under  which  I  have  lone  laboured 
could  not  prevent  me  from  laymg  before 
your  lordships  my  thoughts  on  the  Bill 
now  upon  the  table,  and  on  the  state  of 
American  aiEurs  in  generaL 

If  we  take  a  transient  vie^  of  those 
motives  which  induced  the  ancestors  of 
our  fellow-subjects  in  America  to  leave 
their  native  cpuntry,  to  encounter  the  in- 
numerable difficulties  of  the  unexplored 
■regions  of  the  western  world,  our  astonish- 
ment at  the  present  conduct  of  their  des- 
cendants will  naturally  subside.  Theite 
was  no  comer  of  the  world  into  which 
men  of  their  free  and  enterprising  spirit 
would  not  fly  with  alacrity,*  rather  than 
submit  to  the  slavish  and  tyrannical  prin- 
ciples, which  prevailed  at  that  period  in 
their  native  country.  And  shall  we  won- 
der, my  lords,  if  the  descendants  of  such 
illustrious  characters  jspurn,  with  contempt, 
the  hand  of  unconstitutional  power,  that 
would  snatch  from  them  such  dear-bought 
privileges  as  they  new  ceBtend  (oti    Had 


the  British  colonies  been  planted  by  any 
other  kingdom  than  our  own,  the  inha- 
bitants would  have  carried  with  them  the 
chains  of  slavery,  and  spirit  of  despotism ; 
but  as  they  are,  they  ought  to  be  remem- 
bered as  great  instances  to  instruct  the 
world,  what  great  exertions  mankind  will  ' 
naturally  make,  when  they  are  left  to  the 
free  exercise  of  their  own  powers.  And, 
my  lords,  notwithstanding  my  intention  to 
give  my  hearty,  negative  to  the  question 
now  before  you,  I  cannot  help  condemn- 
ing, ip  the  severest  manner,  the  late  tur- 
bulent and  unwarrantable  conduct  of  the 
Americans  in  some  instances,  particularly 
in  the  late  riots  of  Boston.  But,  my  lords, 
the  mode  which  has  been  pursued  to  brins; 
them  back  to  a  sense  of  their  dutjr  to  their 
parent  state  has  been  so  diametncally  op- 
posite to  the  fundamental  principles  of 
sQund  policy,  that  individuals,  possessed 
of  common  understanding,  must  be  asto- 
^  ni^ed  at  such  proceedings.  By  blocking 
up  the  harbour  of  Bofton,  ;^ou  have  in- 
volved the  innocent  trader  in  the  same 
punishment  with  the  guilty  profligates 
who  destroyed  your  merchandize;  and  in- 
stead of  making  a  well- concerted  effort  to 
secure  the  real  offenders,  you  clap  a  naval 
and  military  extinguisher  over  tneir  har- 
bour, and  punish  the  crime  of  a  few  law- 
less depredators  and  their  abettors  upon 
the  whole  body  of  the  inhabitants. 

My  lords,  this  country  is  little  obliged 
to  the  framers  and  promoters  of  this  tea- 
tax.  The  Americans  had  almost  forgot, 
in  their  excess  of  gratitude  for  the  repeal 
of  the  Stamp  Act,  any  interest  but  that  of 
the  mother  countrv;  there  seemed  an 
emulation  among  the  difierent  provinces, 
who  should  be  most  dutiful  ana  forward 
in  their  expressions  of  loyalty  to  their  real 
bene&ctor;  as  you  will  readily  perceive 
by  the  following  letter  from  governor  Ber- 
nard to  a  noble  lord  then  in  office :  **  The 
house  of  representatives,''  says  be,  <<  from 
the  time  of  opening  the  session  to  this 
day,  has  shewn  a  &position  to  avoid  all 
dispute  with  me ;  every  thing  having  passed 
witn  as  much  good  humour  as  I  coiud  de- 
sire. They  have  acted,  in  all  things,  with 
temper  and  moderation ;  they  have  aveided 
some  subjects  of  dispute,  and  have  laid  a 
foundation  for  removing  some  causes  of 
former  altercation.*' 

This,  my  lords,  was  the  temper  of  the 
Americans ;  and  would  have  continued  so, 
had  it  not  been  interrupted  by  your  fruit- 
less endeavours  to  tax  th^m  without  their 
coosent:  but  the  moment  they  perceived 
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jrour  intention  was  renewed  to  tax  thqiD, 
under  a  pretence  of  serving  the  East  India 
Company,  their  resentment  got  the  as- 
cendant of  their  moderation,  and  hurried 
them  into  actions  contrary  to  law,  whioh^ 
in. their  cooler  hours,  they  would  hare 
thought  on  with  horror  J  for  I  sincerely 
believe^  the  destroying  of  the  tea  was  the 
effect  of  detain 

Ikit,  my  lords,  from  the  complexion  of 
the  whole  of  the  proceedings,  I  think  that 
administration  has  purposely  irritated  them 
into  those  late  violent  acts,  for  which  they 
now  so  severely  smart ;  purposely  to  Hbe 
revenged  on  them  for  the  victory  they 
gliined  by  the  ref>eal  of  the  Sumkp  Act ; 
ft  measure  to  which  they  seemingly  ac* 
quiesced,  but  at  the  bottom  they  were  its 
real  enemies.  For  what  other  motive 
eould  induce  them  to  dr^ss  taxation,  that 
father  of  American  sedition,  in  the  robes 
of  an  East  India  director,  but  to  break  in 
upon  that-  mutual  peace  and  harmony, 
wnich  then  so  happily  subsisted  between 
them  and  the  mother  country. 

My  locds,  I  am  an  old  man,  and  would 
advise  the  noble  lords  in  office  to  adopt  a' 
more  gentle  mode  of  governing  America ; 
for  the  day  is  not  far  distant,  when  Ame- 
rica may  vie  with  these  kingdoms,  not 
only  in  arms,  but  in  arts  also.  It  is  an 
estal>lished  fact,  that  the  principal  towns 
in  America  are  leaiYied  and  polite,  and 
tmderstand  the  constitution  of  the  enHpire 
as  well  IM  the  noble  lords  who  are  now  in 
office ;  and  consequently,  they  will  have  a 
watchful  eye  ovet  their  liberties,  to  pre* 
▼ent  the  least  encroachment  on  their  here- 
ditary rights. 

This  d>servation  is  so  recently  exem- 
fliSed  in  an  excellent  pamphlet,  which 
comes  fibtn  the  pen  of  an  American  gen- 
tleman, that  I  shall  take  the  liberty  of 
reading  to  your  lordships  his  thoughts  on 
the  Competency  of  the  British  parliament 
to  tai  America,  which,  in  my  opinion, 
puts  this  interesting  maUer  in  the  clearest 
▼iew :  "  The  high  court  of  parliament," 
teys  he,  <<  is  the  supreme  legislative  power 
6ver  the  whole  empire ;  in  all  fVee  states 
the  constitution  is  fixed;  and  as  the  su- 
preme legislature  derives  its  power  and 
authority  from  the  constitution,  it  cannot 
over-leap  the  bounds  of  it,  without  de- 
stroying its  own  foundation.  The  consti- 
tution ascertains  and  limits  both  sove- 
reignty and  allegiance :  and  therefore  his 
Majesty's  American  subjects,  who  ac- 
knowledge themselves  bound  by  the  ties  of 
ftUe^ance^  have  an  equitable  daim  to  te 
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full  enjoyment  of  the  fundamental  rules  d 
the  English  constituti<m ;  and  that  it  is  aa 
essential  unalterable  right  in  natore,  is- 
ffrafled  into  the  British  constitution  as  s 
umdamental  law,  and  ever  held  sacred  xA 
irrevocable  by  the  subjects  within  this 
realm — that  what  a  man  has  honestly  ac- 
quired, is  absolutely  his  own  ;  whidb  he 
may  freely  give,  but  which  cannot  be  taken 
from  him  without  his  consent." 

This,  my  lords,  though  no- new  doctrine, 
has  always  been  my  received  and  unalter- 
aUe  opinion,  and  I  will  carry  it  to  my 
grave,  that.this  country  had  noTigbtooder 
heaven  to  tax  America.  It  is  contrary  to 
all  the  principles  of  justice  and  civil  policy, 
which  neither  the  exigencies  of  the  ataie, 
nor  even  an  acquiescence  in  the  taxes, 
could  justify  upon  any  occaaon  whatever. 
Such  proceedings  will  never  meet  their 
wished*for  success ;  and,  instead  of  add- 
ing to  their  miseries,  as  the  Bill  now  be< 
foreyou  most  undoubtedly  does,  adrntsome 
lenient  measures,  which  may  lure  Uiem  to 
their  duty ;  proceed  Kke  a  kind  and  a^- 
tionate  parent  over  a  child  whom  he  ten- 
derly loves ;  and,  instead  of  those  harsh 
and  severe]  proceedings^  paas  an  amnesty 
on  ail  their  youthiii]  errors ;  da^  them 
once  more  in  your  fond  and  a£fectiooale 
arms;  and  I  will  venture  to  affirm  yoa 
will  find  them  children  worthy  of  their 
sire.  But  should  their  turbulence  exiit 
afler  your  proffered  terms  of  forgiyeness, 
which  I  hope  and  expect  this  House  will 
immediately  adopt,  I  will  be  among  the 
foremost  of  your  lordships  to  move  for 
such  measures  as  will  effectually  prevent  s 
future  rekpse,  and  make  them  feel  what  it 
is  to  provoae  a  fond  and  forgiving  parent !  a 
parent,  my  lords,  whose  welfare  has  eter 
been  my  greatest  and  most  pieaaii^  con- 
solation. This  declaration  may  seem  on- 
necessary  ;  bat  I  wiU  venture  to  declare, 
the  period  is  not  far  distant,  when  she  will 
want  the  assistance  of  her  moat  distant 
friends :  but  should  the  all-disposing  hand 
of  Providence  prevent  me  firom.  arordii^ 
her  my  poor  assistance,  my  prayers  shaU 
be  ev^for  her  welfare— length  of  days  be 
in  her  right  hand,  and  in  her  left  hand 
riches  and  honour ;  may  her  ways  be  ways 
of  pleasantness,  and  all  her  pathabe  peace! 

,  When  the  noble  lord -had  concloded, 
lord  Suffolk  spoke  for  a  short  time,  and 
was  answered  by  lord  Temple,  who  closed 
the  debate.  The  question  was  put,  that 
the  Bill  do  pass,  and  the  House  divided, 
Contents  57i  Non  Contents  16. 
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Proceedings  in  the  Commom  on  ike  Bill 
fir  the  Gifoermneni  rf  (luebecA  May  «. 
The  order  of  the  day  being  read  for  the  se- 
contji  reading  of  tiic  Bill  from  the  Lords, 
intitutedy  *  An  Act  for  making  more  ef- 

*  fectuat  provision  for  the  government  of 
'  the  province  of  Quebec,  in  North  Ame* 

*  rica;'  amotion  was  made,  that  the  said 
Bill  be  now  read  a  second  time, 

Mr.  r.  I'owfishend.  As  it  may  seem  a 
little  extraordinary,  that  I,  wh6  for  so 
nnnny  sessions  have  been  calling  on  the 
ministers  to  give  a  government  to  Canada, 
and  reproaching  them  with  its  not  being 
done  sooner,  should  now,  that  a  Bill  is 
brought  in  for  doing  it,  be  the  first  to  op- 
pose it :  as  this,  Sir^  may  seem  moi-e  in- 
consistent tlmn  it  is,  I  think  it  necessary 
to  (^xplain  the  reasons  for  this  apparent 
contradiction.  When  I  called  for  a  go- 
vernment for  Canada,  little  did  I  think  I 
ivas  calling  for  a  despotism  for  Canada ; 
[ittle  did  I  thmk  that  I  was  calling  for  an 
immense  country,  not  belonging  to  Canada, 
being  included  under  the  despotism  :  little 
did  I  think  that  I  was  calling  for  a  nu- 
merous people  being  deprived  for  ever  of 
all  those  blessings  of  freedom  which  were 
held  out  to  (hem,  and  promised  them. 
Sir,  I  shall  not  enter  into  particulars, 
(vithout  apoloffizing  for  doing  it  in  this 
stage  of  the  Bill ;  but  really,  I  think  it  so 
replete  with  mischiefs,^  that  I  canoot  vote 
for  readine  it  a  second  time. 

The  BiU  esti^lishes  a  despotic  govern- 
ment in  that  country,  to  which  the  royal 
3roc]amation  of  1763  promised  the  protec- 
;ion  of  the  lawa  of  EnglaAd.  I  call  it  des- 
potic ;  for  so  in  fact  it  is,  as  the  council  of 
17  or  28ris,  with  the  governor,  the  legis- 
ative  authority  of  .the  province.  This 
council  the  governor  can  appoint,  suspend, 
md  turn  out  at  his  pleasure  :  there  is  no 
quorum  appointed;  for  what  purpose 
emitted,  no  one  can  tell.  Now,  Sir,  this 
s  rendering  the  governor  securely  abso- 
ute :  you  had  much  better  have  made  him 
iterally  so,  and  then  he  would  not  have 
lad  a  council  to  screen  him ;  he  is  respon- 
ible  in  England,  if  he  acts  tyrannically ; 
>ut  by  means  of  this  convenient  legislative 
rouncil,  he  can  do  any  thing  with  im- 
>unity. 

Well,  Sir,  not  content  with  constituting 
his  legislative  council,  the  mere  creature 
yf  a  governor,  who  must  necessarily  be  the 
:reature  of  a  minister,  you  go  farther, 
md  throw  under  this  absolute  power  a 
country  never  considered  as  Canada,  and 
^op)«a  by  British  subjecta  alon^ )  for  you 
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extend  the  government  to  the  Mississippi 
on  the  West,  to  the  Ohio  on  the  South,,  to 
Hudson's  Bay  on  the  North,  and  on  the 
East  to  God  knows  where ;  for  no  mor- 
tal can  tell  from  the  Bill  where  the  East- 
em  boundaries  are,  so  exceedingly  inde* 
finite  and  unintelligible  is  the  Bill.  I 
should  be  ^lad  to  know  for  what  purpose 
the  colony  is  thus  amazingly  extended. 

In  the  next  place.  Sir,  the  internal  ar- 
rangement of  tne  colony  consists  in  leaving 
the  inhabitants  the  civil  law  of  France. 
You  take  away  the  trial  by  jury,  in  civil 
matters,  and  you  cut  off^the  Habeas  Cor- 
pus from  them.  Thus,  in  giving  a  govern- 
ment to  the  Canadians,  you  deprive  many 
British-born  subjects,  residing  in  countries 
where  they  pever  dreamed  of  such  inno- 
vations,>of  the  dearest  birth-rights  df  Bri- 
tons. And  as  by  this  Act  all  commissions 
to  the  legal  magistrates  are  revoked,  I  . 
suppose,  we  province  is  to  change  her  pre- 
sent excellent  chief  justice  for  a  new  one 
to  be  appointed.  It  is  for  these  reasons^ 
Sir,  anu  foV  others,  which  I  am  clear 
will  suggest  diemselves  to  all  the 
members  of  the  House,  that  I  shall  give 
my  hear^  negative  to  the  BiN. 

Lord  North,  I  wish  to  give  the  right 
hon.  member  all  the  satisnction  in  my 
power  upon  this  measure.  Respecting 
the  government  given  to  the  province,  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  objects,  I.suppose^ 
to  an  assembly  not  being  appointed.  The 
reason  why  a  council  alone,  appointed  by 
the  governor,  was  preferred,  was  the  smalt 
number  of  English  settlers  who  must  chuse 
that  assembly,  in  order  for  their  acts  to 
govern  and  bind  all  the  French  and  Ro- 
man Catholic  subjects.  This,  Sir,  was 
thought  to  be  very  unequal,  and  even 
cruel,  to  have  an  assembly,  chosen  by  so 
small  a  body,  govern  so  large  a  one; 
and  if  the  business  is  considered  maturely, 
it  will,.  I  believe,  be  found  the  most  con- 
ducive to  the  happiness  ef  the  people* 
Next,  Sir,  as  to  the  extent  given  to  this 
colony ;  it  takes  in  no  countries  regulariy 
planted  by  British  settlers,  but  merely 
distant  military  posts,  at  present  without 
any  government  out  that  of  the  respective 
commanding  officers.  Now,  the  question 
here  is  merely  this,  Will  you  annex  them 
under  the  present  government  ?^  Will  you 
leave  them  without  any  government  I 
or  will  yoiiform  separate  governments  and 
colonies  of  them  i 

It  was  thought  by  the  Lords,  that  the 
plan  in  which  there  were  the  fewest  incon- 
yenienoeit  was  to  throw   the   scattered 
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posts  to  the  government  of  Quebec.  As  to 
the  civil  law  of  France  being  left  to  the 
Canadians,  it  was  thought  more  humane 
to  theni  than  to  change  it  for  a  new  law, 
of  which  they  must  be  entirely  ignorant, 
as  the  trial  by  jury,  in  criminal  matters,  is 
given  them.  The  present  officers  in  the 
province  were  not  meant  to  .be  changed, 
most  certainly. 

Mr.  Dunning.  I  cannot  omit  this  op- 
portunity of  giving  my  hearty  protest 
against  a  Bill,  which,  in  my  conscience,  I 
think  destructive  of  every  principle  of  free- 
dom, and'  abounding  wiUi  mischief  of  a 
roost  serious .  tendency.  Sir,  I  shall  beg 
leave  to  follow  the  noble  lord  in  the  reply 
he  has  given  to  the  hon.  member  who 
stated  his  objections  to  the  Bill ;  a  reply 
which  by  no  means  answers  those  objec- 
tions;' on  the  contrary,  they  appear  to  me 
to  remain  'in  full  force.  And  in  endea- 
vouring to  do  this,  I  shall  divide  what  I 
have  to  observe  into  two  considerations: 
first,  the  consequences  which  will  attend 
this  Bill  if  it  passes,  in  case  Canada  should 
ever  be  restored  to  France,  an  idea  which 
by  no  means  hurts  me;  for  if  it  should 
pass,  I  must  own  I  woidd  as  soon  see  the 
one  sovereign  reignine  there  as  the  other ; 
I  mean,  it  will  be  of  httle  consequence  to 
the  people,  and  they  will  be  as  free  in  one 
case  as  m  the  other. 

My  second  consideration  will  be,  if  the 
provmce  should  remain  to  England.  Con- 
sider what  it  was  for  which  you  engaged 
in  the  last  war,  encroachments  of  the 
French  upon  our  colonies;  they  passed 
down  their  rivers,  they  seized  upon  large 
tracts,  and  built  forts  about  this  very 
country*  to  the  southward  of  Canada, 
claiming  it  as  a  part  of  Canada.  You  re- 
pelled force  by  force ;  they  offered  to  vou 
to  withdraw  from  the  south  of  the  Ohio, 
and  retire  to  the  north,  makit^  that  river 
the  boundary  of  the  twd  Colonies.  No, 
you  replied ;  the  river  of  St.  Lawrence  is 
the  boundary  of  Canada;  we  will  admit  of 
no  other ;  the  tracts  which  you  claim  are 
parts  of  our  colonies  of  Virginia,  Pensyl- 
vania,  &c.  and  we  cannot  grant  away  the 
certain  and  undoubted  rights  of  our  sub- 
jects in  such  a  manner.  This  refusal 
brought  on  the  war ;  and  in  case  a  future 
war  should  happen,  in  which  your  arms  do 
net  succeed  in  the  manner  they  did  in  the 
last  war,  you  may  then  find  yourself 
treating  upon  the  re-cession  of  Canada  to 
France;  "v^iil  not  the  French  demand  the 
cession  of  Canada  as  you  limit  it  by  act  of 
parliament  i  Will  they  not  say,  you  have, 
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by  a  solemn  act  of  your  whole  legislators, 
proved  to  all  the  world,  that  in  the  dispate 
of  limits  at  the  opening  of  the  war  we  vere 
right,  and  you  wrong ;  you  have  cholke ! 
out  the  very  limits  to  it,  which  we  insistc  i 
on  ;  and  you  l^ave  confirmed  them  by  ar 
act  of  parliament ;  how  therefore  can  jou, 
with  any  propriety,  talk  of  restoring  aov 
thing  less  than  what  we  always  claimed  as 
Canada,  and  what  you  have  since  so- 
lemdly  adjudged  to  be  Canada  ?  And  this, 
I  think,  in  a  negotiation,  maybe  attended 
with  most  serious  consequences. 

Next,  Sir,  supposing  3'ou  preserve  tbe 
possession  of  it,  let  us  consicier  the  con- 
sequences that  flow  from  this  Act:  jou 
throw  at  once  the  whole  people  of  that  c£^ 
lony  into  an  arbitrary  power,  for  such  u 
that  of  your  governor,  as  it  has  been  wdl 
stated ;  and  you  not  only  do  this  to  the 
Canadian  subjects,  but,  by  giving  to  the 
new  province  this  monstrous  southern  ex- 
tent, you  run  it  down  upon  the  back  of 
the  planted  p&rt  of  many  of  our  colonies, 
and  take  away,  by  one  stroke,  tbe  charter 
properties  confirmed  hj  act  of  parliament 
of  those  colonies,  you  violently  seize  their 
ri^ts,  and  the  people  who  pass  the  moun- 
tains to  settle  on  the  eastern  side  of  them, 
will  immediately  find,  that  by  goitig  to  live 
in  what  they  ever  esteemed  their  direct 
property,  they  find  themselves  gone  from 
the  freedom  of  the  British  constitution, 
and  meet  with  all  the  power  of  de^>otisiB. 
This  is  not  only  a  cruel,  violent,  and  odio^ 
measure,  but  it  tears  up  justice,  and  all  its 
principles,  by  the  foot.     To  think  thst 
the  inhabitants  of  those  countries,  settling 
in  them  under  the  protection  of  this  firee 
government,  and  assured  by  law  and  par- 
liament that  they  settle  under  the  liberty 
of  their  old  charter  constitutions,  finding 
themselves,  by  crossing  an  imaginary  line, 
deprived  of  the  dearest  rights  and  privi- 
leges of  English  subjects,  is  a  most  tyran- 
nical and  inhuman  conduct.    It  is  sporting 
with  property  in  a  manner  that  cannot  be 
defended,  and  for  attaining  no  end  what- 
ever that  deserves  attention. 

The  noble  lord  has  said,  that  the  great 
excellencies  of  this  constitution  are  the 
criminal  law  and  the  political  law ;  both 
of  which  are  given  to  Canada ;  but  will 
the  noble  lord*  say,  that  these  indode 
every  thing  an  Englishman  ought  to  vdue 
himself  upon  ?  Does  he  think  the  trial  by 
jury  inxivil  points  has  nothing  in  it  worth 
contending  ror  ?  and  by  this  Act  that  trial 
is  taken  away.  Does  he  think  the  Habeas 
Corpus  nothing  i  Where  ii  tha  Eoglishp 
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turn  that  would  not  fall  into  an  agony,  if 
ke  understood  that  he  was  certainly  to  be 
ieprived  of  those  two  bulwarks  of  his  per- 
Onal  security,  and  his  property  ? 

Mr.  Attorney  General  Thurtow,  Re- 
pecting  the  ill  consequences  that  may 
low  from  enlarging  the  province  of  Que- 
bec, in  case  of  being  forced  by  a  future 
irar  to  restore  it,  I  cannot  see  that  in  the 
ame  light  as  my  learned  friend ;  because 
think  that  the  limits  and  importance  of 
essions  are-  never  dependant  upon  such 
Trangements  as  these,  but  upon  the  length 
»f  the  sword :  it  is  success  in  war  that  gives 
uccess  in  peaces  and  by  no  means  the 
magi  nary  hues  drawn  by  a  state  in  its  co- 
onies;  nor  have  the  limits  now  drawn  any 
hing  to  do  with  old  Canada;  they  take 
n  countries  never  claimed  by  France ;  it 
s  a  new  scheme,  and  by  no  means  the  re- 
toration  of  those  old  limits  the  French 
»nce  contested  for. 

With  regard  to  the  supposed  cruelty  of 
lot  giving  the  Canadians  the  same  laws  in 
jvery  instance  as  we  enjoy  in  England; 
[  am  so  far  from  being  ofthe  same  opinion, 
hat  I  think  you  could  not  act  more 
cruelly  to  that  people,  than  to  change  at 
>nce  their  law  of  property,  and  give  them 
}ur  trial  by  jury,  which  is  necessarily  giv- 
ng  our  law  of  actions.  1  am  clear  it 
¥OuId  so  completely  confound  them,  as  to 
ie  more  tyrannical  than  can  be  easily 
oiagioed.  They  would  not  understand 
:he  rule  of  their  own  actions ;  they  would 
30t  know  on  what  principles  they  stood 
possessed  of  their  own  property.  In  a 
4rord,  you  would  give  them  the  greatest 
:urse,  under  the  notions  of  a  blessing. 
There  is  not  a  circumstance  dearer  to  a 
nan,  nor  one  which  he  ought  to  be  more 
ealous  of,  than  to  be  tried  in  all  points 
yy  laws  to  which  he  has  been  used,  and 
whose  principles  are  known  to  him. 

Colonel  BarrS,  I  cannot  agree  that  there 
s  any  thing  in  the  laws  of  England,  in  the 
;rial  by  jury,  and  the  Habeas  Corpus,  that 
he  Canadians  would  not  very  easily  un- 
lerstand;  and  it  is  preposterous  to  sup- 
;>ose,  that  the  superiority  of  good  and  just 
law,  and  freedom,  should  not  be  felt  by 
people,  because  they  had  been  used  to 
irbitrary  power.  But  why  is  the  religion 
3f  France,  as  well  as  the  law  of  France,  to 
liecoroethe  religion  of  all  those  people  not 
Canadians,  that  pass  out  of  one  colony 
nto  another  ?  By  this  Act  you  establish 
he  Roman  Catholic  religion  where  it  never 
ivas  established  before,  and  you  only  per- 
nit  the  practice  of  your  own ;  you  do  not  < 
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so  much  as  let  them  go  hand  in  hand. 
For  what  purpose  is  the  Ilionots  and  the 
Ohio  to  be  Roman  Catholics  >  Why  is  that 
to  be  made  the  established  religion  of  that 
vast  country,  in  which  are  very  many 
English  settlers  ? 

Mr.  Serjeant  Glynn  controverted  most 
of  the  positions  laid  down  by  the  Attorney 
General,  particularly  relative  to  the  true 
construction  of  the  Definitive  Treaty,  his 
Majesty's  proclamation,  and  the  propriety 
of  allowing  the  conquered  to  retain  their 
own  laws.  He  observed,  that  whatever 
contrary  opinion  might  be  maintained,  it 
was  his,  that  all  conquests,  as  soon  as 
made,  vested  in  the  King»  Lords,  and 
Commons ;  but  that,  until  the  two  latter 
interfered,  the  King,  as  actual  representa- 
tive of  the  whole,  was  justified  in  making 
such  regulations  ashe  might  think  proper,  so 
that  they  were  not  actually  repugnant  to  the 
laws  or  constitution.  The  latter  not  being 
the  case  of  the  proclamation,  he  thought 
the  nation  in  every  respect  bound  to  fulfil 
every  thing  promised  by  that  solemn  en- 
gagement. He  instanced  likewise  the 
cases  of  Wales  and  Ireland,  as  conquered . 
countries,  where  our  laws  had  been  esta- 
blished ;  and  enlarged,  in  a  very  able  man- 
ner, on  the  many  important  and  salutary 
efiects  that  had  arisen  from  our  extending 
them  to  those  countries. 

Mr.  Solicitor  General  denied  the  fact  as 
stated  by  the  learned  seiyeant ;  insisted, 
that  it  was  not  till  the  reign  of  Henry  8, 
that  they  were  introduced  into  Wales,  nor 
until  that  of  James  1,  that  they  obtained 
in  Ireland.  He  said,  that  among  all  the 
great  or  powerful  nations  we  had  an  ac- 
count of,  the  Romans  and  English  were 
the  oi^ly  two  who  forced  their  laws  on  the 
conquered  ;  that  it  was  a  most  cruel  and 
barbarous  policy,  and  that  the  English 
laws,  how  much  soever  we  might  prize' 
them,  would  be  the  greatest  Curse  imagin- 
able to  the -Canadians. 

Mr.  Charles  Fox  objected  to  the  Bill, 
as  being  contrary  to  the  established  usage  of 
parliament.  He  said  a  provision  was  made 
m  it  for  securing  the  tythes  to  the  Romish 
clergy;  that  this  was  raising  money  on 
the  subject,  and  that  consequently  its 
originating  in  tlie  other  House,  was  not 
only  irregular  and  informal,  but  directly 
repugnant  to  the  custom  and  law  of  parlia- 
ment. 

Mr.  Dempster  said,  the  impropriety  of 
the  Bill  struck  hinfi,  for  it  certainly  was  a 
Bill  either  to  take  away  or  hnpose  a  tax, 
and  therefore  should  have  originated  in 
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the  Commons,  but  he  riiould  be  glad  of 
Ihe  Speaker's  opinion. 

Mr.  Sawbridge  rose,  saying,  he  found 
the  Speaker  was  unwilling  to  rise,  but  that 
he  should  not  ask  his  opinion  as  a  favour, 
but  as  a  part  of  his  duty,  and,  if  the  ho- 
nourable gentleman  fMr.  Dempster)  was 
willine',  he  would  make  it  a  question,  whe- 
ther the  Speaker  should  give  his  opbion, 
or  not } 

The  Speaker  rose,  seemingly  very  anery, 
and  saicl,  he  was  not  used  to  be  (^led  on 
in  that  manner,  and  that  he  did  not  think 
it  his  business  to  give  any  opinion  on  the 
afiair. 

A  stronff  debate  ensued,  in  which  Mr. 
C.  Fox,  Mr.  Dempster,  Mr.  T.  Towns- 
hend,  Mr.  Dunning,  serjeant  Glynn,  and 
sir  G.  Savile,  strongly  contended  that  the 
Bill  was,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  either 
a  Bill  to  impose  a  tax;  or  to  repeal  a  paft 
of  a  tax,  and  therefore  it  was  against  a 
standing  order,  concerning  the  privileses 
of  all  money  Bills  originating  in  that 
House.  Lord  North,  and  the  Attorney 
and  Solicitor  Generals,  defended  the  Bill. 
The  question  being  put,  that  the  Bill  be 
read  a  second  time,  the  House  divided. 
The  Noes  went  forth. 


Tellers. 
v« « .  S  Sir  Arch.  Edmonstone  {  « /.^ 
^^^■jMr.Gascoyne  -  .  -  $  ^^^ 
vr^—  $Mr.Tho.Townshcnd,iun.>  an. 
N<^^"?Mr.  Charles  J«««  Fox  \  ^ 
So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

May  3U  The  House  went  into  a  Com- 
mittee on  the  BflL 

Mr.  Baker  brought  up  a  Petition  from 
Messrs.  Penn,  proprietors  of  Pennsylvania, 
setting  forth,  That  the  new  limits  given  to 
the  provux:e  of  Quebec,  would  essentially 
injure  their  properties,  as  a  considerable 
part  of  the  province  of  Pennsylvanm  was 
situated  on  tfie  north-west  side  of  the  river 
Ohio,  which  is  dl  takeb  into  that  of  Que- 
bec Upon  the  petition  being  read.  Lord 
North  rose  and  said,  that  he  should  not 
think  of  opposinff  it,  as  it  was  never  the 
intention  of  the  Bill  to  affibct  the  just  rights 
of  any  proprietors,  or  of  any  coldnies. 

Mr.  Mackuoprth.  The  Petition  which  I 
have  in  my  hand,  is  from  the  merchania 
of  London  tradmg  to  Quebec,  who  finding 
that  a  Bill  is  about  to  pass  this  House, 
whiph  thejr  apprehend  witt  essentially  in- 
jure them  in  their  commercial  transactions 
with  that  colony,  rely  on  the  justice  and 
the  candour  of  this  House  to  take  their 


into  consideration.  As  to  the  merit, 
Sir,  of  the  Bill,  which  is  now  coming  be- 
fore us,  I  must  make  this  general  obiem- 
tion,  that  a  Bill  which  has  confessclj 
taken  nine  years  for  administratioD  to  coa- 
sider  of  effectual  means  to  remedj  ik 
evils  complained  of;  su^  a  Bill,  Sk, 
surely  will  demand  more  time  than  a  &w 
days  for  the  members  of  this  House,  u 
judge  in  what  manner  to  give  their  vote. 
Information  is  what  we  want.  I  know  doc 
what  opinion  I  am  to  form  trooo  tbe  n^ 
cessity  which  can  call  for  such  a  BID,  tod 
for  want  of  that  information  which  oi^lu 
now  to  be  before  the  House.  I  cm- 
not  but  condemn  most  sincerdy  lerenl 
arrangements  in  the  BQl,  which  seeold^ 
structive  of  that  liberty  whidi  ought  to  be 
the  groundwwork  of  every  ooostitatioB 
formed  by  this  House;  but  i  cannot  judge 
what^are  the  cauaes  which  call  for  sod 
measures,  while  I  remain  so  uninformed  a 
at  present.  There  were  reports  from  tbe 
Board  of  Trade  to  the  King  in  cooncS, 
upon  the  state  of  the  province;  there  were 
representations  from  men  in  the  higliest 
omces  in  the  provinces,  upon  the  propised 
constitution  to.be  given  to  it';  there  vere 
opinions  in  writing  from  the  AUotwjod 
^licitor  General,  upon  the  plans  propoied: 
these  papers  would,  if  laid  oeibre  usff^ 
that  information  whjch  we  want,  and  vith- 
out  which  it  will  be  impoeaible  for  u  to 
eive  any  other  than  blind  votes,  which  viD, 
from  everi'  thing  that  we  can  at  preseotsee 
in  the  Bill,  establish  a  most  fatal  system  of 
government  in  that  country. 

Mr.  T.  TaumshentL  As  this  is  sot  tbe 
proper  time  for  going  into  the  priodple  ^ 
the  Bin,  I  shall  confine  mnelfto  the  ab- 
surdity, to  say  no  more  of  it,  of  briogiag 
in  a  Bdl  of  sudi  magnitude  and  importaBce 
so  late  in  the  session,  without  preriooslj 
laying  upon  the  table  the  necessary  iofbr- 
mation :  at  present  we  have  none;  and » 
the  noble  lord  means  that  we  should  koov 
the  subject  upon  whidi  we  are  to  debate, 
he  certainly  will  not  object  to  giving  a* 
that  information,  without  which  we  onoot 
proceed  with  propriety.  Let  us,  in  tbt 
name  of  common  sense,  see  what  are  tbe 
complainto  of  the  Canadiaoa  ageing  (betr 
present  government,  what  are  their  dis' 
tresses,  what  their  desires;  andktusi^ 
the  opinions  of  the  great  htw  officers  vhica 
have  been  given  upon  this  pobt 

LordATc^A.  I  shaH  oppose  the  callmg 
for  those  papers,  they  will  take  some  tune 
in  copying ;  there  have  been  several  reporti 
ivomtbelBoard  of  T^e,  which  are  loPd 
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uid  if  we  wait  for  addressing  the  Grown  to 
lay  them  before  us,  the  season  will  be  de« 
layed  too  late,  and  for  no  purpose,  as  we 
nnay  have  the  same  information  at  our  bar. 
The  governor  of  the  province  I  see  at  the 
bottom  of  the  House,  who  may  be  ordered 
to  attend  when  you  go  into  the  committee ; 
Mr.  Hey,  who  is  chief  justice,  is  near 
Canterbury,  and  may  be  ordered  up ;  and 
Mr.  Maseres,  who  was  Attorney  ueneral 
of  that  province,  is  also  in  London ;  as  to 
the  Attorney  and  Solicitor  General,  we 
hare  them  amongst  us ;  therefore  I  do  not 
aee  but  we  may  have  just  as  good  inform- 
ation  in  this  manner,  and  much  more  ex- 
peditiously, than  by  addressing  for  the 
papers. 

Colonel  Barre.    I  think  there  will  be 
very  little  di£Sculty  in  shewing,  that  the 
proposition  now  made  by  the  noble  lord 
i^ill  be  very  far  from  answering  the  purpose 
of  those  who  wish  for  full  information  on 
this  subject.    The  papers  we  now  call  for 
would  give  us  that  information;    those 
papers  are  drawn  up  coolly,  attentively, 
and  upon  long  and  mature  consideration ; 
and  they  have  been  drawn  up  at  leisure 
by  men  of  great  character  and  abilities. 
INow,  Sir,  the  noble  lord  will  not,  he  can- 
not assert  with  any  appearance  of  justice, 
that  calling  those  men  to  your  bar,  to  be 
questioned  in  the  desultory  manner  cora- 
nion  upon  those  occasions,  and  in  the  midst 
of  the  contention  between  those  who  pa- 
tronize the  Bill,  and  others  who  condemn 
it— will  he  tell  us  that  this  is  such  inform- 
ation as  we  should  receive  from  the  papers 
referred  to  ?     It  is  impossible.  .  As  to  the 
two  great  law  officers  who  are  present,  I 
admit  that  their  standing  in  their  places, 
and  reciting  the  opinions  they  gave  would 
be  satisfactory  ;  but  then  they  ought  sim- 
ply to  inform  us  what  those  opinions  were, 
and  not  to  enter  into  the  debate  on  the 
merit  of  the  Bill  at  the  same  time,  or  by  a 
side  wind  to  warp  information  concemmg 
a  past  fact  into  an  opinion  of  a  debate  in 
question.     That  satisfaction   should  be 
made  the  House  on  these  points  nobody 
can  doubt ;  for  to  tell  us  tnat  we  cannot 
have  information  for  want  of  time  to  copy 
papers,  is  to  tell  us  plainly  that  we  are  to 
proceed  in  the  dark;  it  is  and  will  be  a 
deed  of  despotism,  and  therefore  may  well 
be  linked  with  darkness.     I  wish  it  to  be 
the  deed  of  a  single  hand ;   it  is  a  proper 
exertion  of  arbitrary  power,  in  which  the 
less  concern  parliament,  has,  the  better. 
Intelligence  must  be  kept  from  us  because 
It  will  not  bear  the  light;  if  it  was  openly 
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and  ftirly  laki  before  you«  it  would  con« 
demn  in  the  strongest  and  clearest  manner 
the  principles  and  the  provisions  of  this 
Bill,  all  of  which  it  would  be  found  are 
equally  unnecessary  and  pernicious. 

Mr.  Attorney  GeneraL  My  opinion,  and 
that  of  my  learned  colleague,  were.ia 
writing,  and  lodged  among  our  state  pa- 
pers ;  nor  have  we  any  right  to  r«id  them 
in  our  places  as  servants  of.  the  crown. 
No  person,  without  his  Majesty's  consent, 
has  a  right  to  them. 

Mr.  Edmund  Burke.  I  am  very  sorry  to 
find  from  the  turn  which  the  debate  lakef 
on  the  other  side  of  the  House,  that  we 
are  to  have  no  satisfaction  relative  to  the 
information  which  every  man  of  common 
sense  must  think  necessary  on  this  occa- 
sion :  this  is  a  fresh  reason  for  condemning 
the  Bill,  since  if  administration  thougl^ 
their  conduct  in  this  Bill  would  bear  the 
light,  they  would  give  you  light  to  view  it 
in,  and  rejoice  in  the  opportunity  of  giv* 
ing  such  a  proof  of  their  abilities  and  mo- 
deration. Por  what  purpose  is  it  that  you 
would  precipitate  this  affair?  You  have 
been  nine  years  considering,  weighing 
maturely,  and  reflecting  perpetually  upon 
what  government  should  be  given  to  this 
province:  what  harm  can  arise  from  a 
delay  of  a  single  year  ?  What  prodigious 
mischief  is  to  result  from  the  government 
of  the  province  continuing  one  year  more 
in  the  present  situation  ? 

Mr.  Mansfield,  counsel  for  the  mer* 
chants  of  London,  petitioners  against  the 
Bill,  was  called  in,   who,  after  a  long 

Speech,  setting  forth  the  dangerous  ten- 
ency  of  the  Bill,  desired  leave  to  call  in 
Edward  Watts.  He  being  accordingly 
called  in,  was  asked  a  considerable  num« 
ber  of  ouestions  by  lords  Barrington, 
North,  Clare,  and  Carmarthen,  col.  Mrr6, 
capt.  PhippB,  Mr.  W.  Burke,  Mr.  Mack- 
worth,  governor  jTohnstone,  Mr.  Hopkins, 
&c.  as  to  the  French  and  English  laws  in 
Canada,  and  to  which  the  inhi^itants  gave 
the  preference?  He  answered,  the  Eng- 
lish laws.  The  Solicitor  General  desired 
to  know :  if  the  Canadians  did  not  at  first 
object  to  the  court  of  King's-bench  being 
established  in  Canada,  and  for  what  rea- 
sons ?  He  answered,  on  account  of  the 
exorbitant  ffees  paid  to  counsellors  and  at* 
tomies.  After  be  withdrew,  Mr.  Samue} 
Morin  was  called  in,  and  likewise  spoke  in 
favour  of  the  English  la#s  being  exer- 
cised in  Canada;  they  both  mentioned 
that  the  Canadians,  as  well  as  the  Englisb 
residenu  there,  highly  approved  of  trie} 
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by  juiy,  and  seemed  to  thitik  thsit  an  an- 
nihilation of  that  right  would  greatly  hurt 
the  colony.  The  former  of  the  witnesses 
had  been  nine  years  resident  in  Canada, 
the  latter  eleven. 

A  motion  was  made  that  an  address  be 
presented  to  his  Majesty  for  a  copy  of  the 
report  made  to  his  Majesty  by  lieutenant 
general  Carleton,  relative  to  the  state  of 
Quebec.  But  it  was  carried  in  the  nega- 
tive, Ayes  46,  Noes  85.  A  motion  was 
afterwards  made  for  another  address  for 
copies  of  papers  presented  to  his  Majesty, 
by  his  Majesty's  advocate  general,  at- 
torney and  soiicrtor  general,  relative  to 
Quebec.  This  was  also  carried  in  the  ne- 
gative, upon  a  division  of  85  to  45. 

June  2.  The  House  being  in  a  com- 
mittee on  the  Bill,  general  Carleton  was 
called  in  and  examined. 

Mr.  Mackvoorth,  What  was  the  proceed- 
ings and  course  of  justice  in  Canada,  when 
you  first  went  there  ? 

General  Carktun,  There  is  a  court  of 
King's-bench  and  a  court  of  Common 
Pleas,  in  which  the  proceedings  are  in  the 
English  form. 

Mr.  Macktcorih.  Did  the  Canadians  ex- 
press a  dislike  to  the  distribution  of  jus- 
tice in  that  form  > 

Gen.  Carleton,  In  some  things  they  did, 
in  others  they  did  not.  I  never  heard 
them  express  a  disapprobation  of  the  cri- 
mmal  law  of  England ;  but  in  relation  to 
the  law  in  civil  trials,  they  have  disap- 
proved it  greatly. 

Mr.  Mackworth*  Did  they  disapprove 
the  trial- by  jury  ? 

Gen.  Carleton,  Very  much ;  they  have 
often  said  to' me,  that  they  thought  it 
▼ery  extraordinary  that  English  gentlemen 
should  think  their  property  sa&r  in  the 
determination  of  taylors,  shoe-makers, 
mixed  with  people  in  trade,  than  in  that 
of  the  judges.  t 

Mr.  T.  Tcwnshend,  But  if  they  had 
juries  such  as  they  approved  of,  would 
they  then  object  to  the  English  civil  law  ? 

Gen.  Carleton,  Their  objections  to  that 
law  are  very  numerous ;  they  do  not  know 
what  it  is ;  and  they  expressed  great  ap- 
prehensions at  being  governed  by  a  law  of 
which  they  were  ignorant :  they  also  com- 

Elained  of  the  proceedings  of  the  courts 
eing  in  a  language  they  did  not  under- 
stand. 

Lord  North,  Did  the  ceneral  bear  them 
complain  of  the  want  of  the  trial  by  jury 
in  civil  causes  ?  . 
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Gen.  Carleton,  Never.  Tboagfa  I  htw 
heard  the  same  men  praise  tbe  Engiofe 
hw  in  points  wherein  it  favoured  the? 
own  causes,  who  at  other  times  were  muck 
against  it. 

Lord  North,  Did  they  express  wishei 
of  having  an  assembly  ? 

Gen.  Carleton,  Very  much  the  con- 
trary. In  the  conversation  1  hai'e  bad 
with  them,  they  have  all  said  that  when 
they  found  what  disputes  the  other  colo- 
nies had  with  the  crown,  upon  account  of 
asb'emblies,  they  would  much  rather  be 
without  them ;  and  when  they  suppo-ed 
that  an  assembh',  if  they  had  one,  woUd 
be  chosen  from  the  old  British  subjects 
only,  they  expressed  an  horror  at  the  idet 
of  one. 

Lord  North,  Does  the  general  know 
the  proportion  of  old  subjects  to  diose  d 
new  ones  in  Canada  ? 

Gen.  Carleton.  The  Protestants  in  Ca- 
nada are  under  400;  about  360;  but  the 
French  inhabitants,  who  are  all  Catholics, 
amount  to  150,000. 

Lord  North,  Are  those  360,  men  of 
substance  ? 

Gen.  Carleton,  Much  the  greatest  part 
of  them  are  not.  There  are  some  that 
have  purchased  seignories,  some  in  trade, 
and  some  reduced  soldiers :  but  the  ma- 
jority are  men  of  small  substance. 

Mr.  JenJdnson,  Is  there  much  ioter- 
course  or  communication  between  those 
860,  and  the  rest  of  the  proviuce  ? 

Gen.  Carleton,     Very  liirle. 

Lord  North,  Are  those  people,  upon 
the  whole,  proper  and  eligible  for  an  as- 
sembly to  be  chosen  trom  them  ? 

Gen.  Carleton,  I  'should  apprehend, 
by  no  means. 

Mr,  Phipps.  What  is  the  extent  of  the 
cultivated  and  populous  part  of  Canada  ? 

Gen.  Carleton,     About  300  miles. 

Mr.  Phipps,  Are  there  any  popnlons 
settlements  aetached  from  that  hne,  at  a 
distance  ? 

Gen.  Carleton,    None  of  coDseqoence. 

Mr.  Phipps,  Is  the  cuhhrsiion  of  the 
lands  and  the  trade  of  the  proyince  mach 
increased  since  the  conquest  ? 

Gen.  Carleton,    Very  much. 

Lord  North,  Does  general  CaifeCon 
^attribute  that  increase  to  the  introducing 
of  the  trial  by  jury  and  the  English  law  ? 

Gen.  Carleton,    By  no  means. 

Mr.  T.  Ti'vonshend,  To  what  then  does 
the  general  attribute  it  ? 

Gen.  Carleton,  To  tbe  cfaai\ge  Urom  « 
state  of  war  to  one  of  peate ;  the  goyem* 
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nent  was  before  extremely  military  ;  and 
Tiilitary  expeditions  ever  going  on  ^o  a 
listance,  great  nnmbers  of  men  lost,  popu* 
atton  hurt,  and  the  people  taken  irom  the 
:u]ture  of  tlie  earth  for  those  purposes. 
This  change  (for  they  have  now  enjoyed 
ibove  ten  years  peace,  with  none  of  the 
Inhabitants  taken  for  the  mlKfary)  has 
vrought  the  increase  of  people. 

Mr.  Turner.  Has  not  toe  increase  of 
rade  and  wealth  been  much  ovving  to  the 
ree  export  of  com  ? 

Gen.  Carleton.  I  take  it  to  be  owing  to 
he  increase  of  people. 

Mr.  Turner.  Was  not  the  increase  of 
cultivation  owing  to  the  export  ? 

Gen.  Carteton.  The  cultivation  I  attri- 
)ate  to  the  increase  of  people.  There 
nust  be  the  people  before  there  could  be 
he  cultivation. 

Lord  North,  Does  the  general  know 
my  thing  of  a  Mons.  Le  Brun  ? 

Gen.  Carleton,  I  know  him  very  well, 
[ie  was  a  blackguard  at  Paris,  and  sent  as 
I  lawyer  to  Canada*:  there  he  gained  an 
extreme  bad  character  in  many  respects ; 
lewas  taken  up  and  imprisoned  for  a  very 
iithy  crime  with  children  of  eight  or  nine 
/ears  old  ;  for  this  he  was  fined,  I  think, 
tOl.  but  being  unable  to  pay  it— ^-^ 

Mr.  T.  J^ownshend,  I  desire  the  ge- 
leral  may  withdraw.  [He  withdrew.] 
Sir,  1  know  not  what  use  is  to  be  made  of 
;his  part  of  the  evidence;  but  sure  I  am  it 
s  a  most  unprecedented  thing,  and  such 
in  one,  as  an  independent  member  of  par- 
iament,  I  cannot  see  and  hear  without  in- 
:errupting  it :  you  are  criminating  a  man 
J  n heard — not  before  you — and  with  whom 
|rou  seem  to  have  notning  to  do. 

Lord  North.  This  M.  Le  Brun  has 
some  over  from  Canada  to  make  repre- 
sentations that  it  is  the  general  opinion, 
iesire,  and  wish  of  the  Canadians  to  have 
m  assembly :  I  thought  it  right  to  know 
tiow  likely  he  was  to  know  the  opinion  of 
that  country ;  and  what  degree  of  de- 
pendence could  be  placed  in  his  testi- 
[nony :  but  I  shall  asK  no  more  questions 
Doncerning  him.  [The  general  called  in 
again.] 

Mr.  Phipps.  Were  there  any  other 
objections  to  the  English  law  than  what 
the  general  has  mentioned  ? 

Gen.  Carleton.  I  recollect  an  instance 
igainst  the  criminal  law.  Some  Canadian 
and  English  gentlemen  were  apprehended 
for  a  crime,  and  laid  in  ^aol ; — the  whole 
province  supposed  them  innocent,  and  the 
jury  found  them  lo;  the  nobility  com- 
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plained,' tet  by  our  law  they  were  pu- 
nished by  a  severe  imprisonment,  which, 
in  the  French  law,  they  would  have 
escaped.  This  made  a  great  impression 
upon  them,  and  prejudiced  them  very 
much  against  even  our  criminal  law. 

Mr.  Maseres  called  in,  and  examined. 

Mr.  Solicitor  General.  What  form  of 
government  have  the  Canadians  expressed 
themselves  most  desirous  af^ 

Mr.  Maseres.  They  have  no  clear  no- 
tions of  government,  having  never  been 
used  to  any  such  speculations*  They  will 
be  content  with  any  you  give  them,  pro- 
vided it  be  well  admimstered. 

Mr.  Mackcoorth,  Have  they  expressed 
any  dissatisfaction  at  the  trial  by  jury  in 
criminal  matters  ? 

Mr.  Maseres.    They  like  it  very  well. 

Mr.  T.  Ttmnshend.  Do  you  know  that 
they  have  any  objection  to  the  same  trial 
in  civil  cases  ? 

Mr.  Maseres.  Certainly  they  have; 
but  they  principally  consist  in  the  expence 
and  trouble  of  that  attendance.  Were 
they  allowed  a  compensation,  I  should  ap- 
prehend they  would  be  well  satisfied  in  all 
cases;  and  I  think  so  small  a  sum  aa 
five  shillings  a  man  would  do  for  that  pur- 
pose. 

Mr.  Solicitor  General.  Does  Mr.  Ma- 
seres think  that  they  would  be  pleased  with 
the  abolition  of  their  old  customs  by  tlie 
introduction  of  our  civil  law  ? 

Mr.  Maseres.  A  total  abolition  of  their 
customs  relative  to  descents,  dower,  and 
the  transfer  of  land,  would  be  highly  of- 
fensive to  them.  In  other  matters  i  be- 
lieve they  would  be  vei-y  well  satisfied  with 
the  English  laws. 

Mr.  Macktoorth,    Would  they  have  any 
objection  to  the  law  of  Habeas  Corpus? 
'  Mr.  Maseres.    It  is  impossible  tnat  any 
people  should  objbct  to  that  law. 

Mr.  T.  Townshend.  Did  not  the  Cana- 
dians think  themselves  promised,  by  the 
prodaraation,  the  beaefirt  of  an  assembly^ 
and  do  they  not  now  desire  to  have  it  ? 

Mr.  Maseres.  As  to  an  assembly,  they 
have  a  very  confused  Idea  of  what  it  is ; 
the  generality  of  the  people  have  no  desire 
to  have  it,  for  they  know  not  what  it  is  ; 
but  there  are  a  few  among  them  who  have 
considered  the  matter,  and  they  would  ^ 
prefer  an  assembly. 

Mr.  Mackxoorth.  Does  Mr.  Maseres 
think  that  the  provisions  of  this  Bill  for  the 
government  of  Canada  are  the  freest  thlSt 
could  with  propriety  be  |;ranted? 
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Mr.  Maseres.  Certainly  not;  I  have 
sufficiently  explained  to  the  world  how  I 
think  there  might  have  been  a  jadicions 
miztuiie  of  law  for  the  free  government  of 
that  province. 

Mr.Dtffintii^.  Is  Mr.  Maseres  acquaint- 
ed with  the  laws  of  Canada  ? 

Mr.  Maseres.  I  have  some  slight  know- 
ledge  of  them. 

Mr.  Dunning.  As  by  this  Bill  resort  is 
to  be  had  to  the  laws  of  Canada,  and  not 
to  the  laws  of  England,  in  all  matters  of 
property  and  civil  rights,  I  would  ask  Mr. 
Maseres,  whether  the  governor  of  the  pro- 
Tince  win  not  have  ^a  nsht  by  the  laws  of 
Canada,  if  this  Bill  should  pass,  to  issue  a 
lettre  de  cachet  to  imprison  any  of  the 
Kinff's  subjects  in  the  province  ? 

Air.  Maseres.  I  believe  he  would  not 
have  a  right  to  imprison  persons  by 
lettres  de  cachet  signed  by  himself;  be- 
cause I  have  always  heard  that  no  lettres 
de  cachet  are  ever  used  for  that  purpose  in 
France,  or  the  French  dominions,  but 
such  as  are  signed  by  the  French  king 
himself.  But  I  have  also  been  told, 
tha;t  blank  lettres  de  cachet,  ready  signed 
by  the  King,  are  sometimes  given  to  go- 
vernors and  intendants  of  provinces,  to 
be  used  by  them  as  occasion  shall  require. 

Mr.  Dunning.  I  desire  then  to  know, 
whether  if  lettres  de  cachet,  signed  by  the 
King,  were  to  be  delivered  to  the  governor 
of  Canada,  after  this  Bill  shall  be  passed 
into  a  law,  these  lettres  de  cachet  might 
not,  in  Mr.  Maseres*  opinion,  be  lawfully 
made  use  of  by  the  governor,  to  imprison 
the  Kinff's  subjects  in  that  province  ? 

Mr.  Maseres.  [After  some  pause.]  I 
think  they  might. 

Mr.  Solicitor  General.  .  I  desire  to  know 

'  of  Mr.  Maseres,  upon  what  principle  of 

the  French  law  he  supposes  the  authority 

of  issuing  lettres  de  cacnetto  be  founded? 

Mr.  Museres.  I  do  not  know.  It  seems 
probable,  that  it  was  isit  first  an  usurped 
authority.  But  it  is  now  constantly  prac- 
tised, and  acquiesced  in  throughout  the 
FMnch  dominions,  and  is  therefore  now 
miderstood  to  be  the  legal  prerogative  of 
the  crown  of  France,  whatever  might  be 
its  origin. 

Mr.  Solicitor  General.  Mr.  Maseres 
do^  not  rightly  apprehend  my  question. 
I  will  explain  myself.  I  want  to  Know  in 
what  capacity  the  French  kins  is  supposed 
by  writers  upon  the  French  Taws  and  go- 
▼emment,  to  act,  when  he  issues  a  lettre 
de  cachet? 

Mr.  Maseres.  I  do  not  yet  thoroughly 
comprehend  the  question. 


Mr.  Solieitar  General.  I  mesn  toak 
whether  Mr.  Maseres  does  not  understtei! 
the  king  of  France  to  act  in  his  legiiiiim 
capacity,  when  he  issues  one  of  those  let- 
ters? 

Mr.  Maseres.  I  have  never  jet  coc* 
sidered  the  rehuion  between  a  lettre  (ie 
cachet  and  the  legisIatiYe  autbonty.  h 
inay  perfaapflf  be  on  that  authority  (hat  ik 
right  c^  issuing  those  letters  is  gnHmded, 
or  said  to  be  grounded.  I  cannot  nj 
to  Uie  contrarr.  Yet  there  feeoc,  it 
firrt  sight,  to  be  a  considerable  difisr- 
ence  between  a  law  and  a  lettre  de  ca- 
chet ;  since  a  lawis  gencsrally  ondeniood 
to  be  a  previous  decurationofthe  will(£ 
the  lawgiver,  or  lawgivers,  whether  ooei? 
many,  upon  a  oarticukr  subject,  with  pe- 
ntdties  annexea  to  the  breach  of  it,  via 
so  previously  declared ;  whereas  a  kure 
de  cachet  is  a  sudden  exercise  of  povcr 
without  such  a  previous  dedarstion  oftbe 
will  of  the  legislator. 

Mr.  SoUaior  GeneraL  Thoogh  Mr. 
Maseres  has  not  considered  it  in  tnatligk 
yet  it'  is  certain,  that  the  French  Idng*! 
power  of  issuing  lettres  de  cachet  is  ^' 
rdly  understood  by  the  writers  on  tk 
French  laws  and  government  to  be  iptfi 
of  his  legislative  authority,  by  which  be 
provides  for  the  sudden  emergencie  thit 
occur  in  government,  as  he  does  by  tlie 
more  formal  kind  of  laws  for  the  usual  bo- 
siness  of  the  state.  And,  ooosequeoti/, 
as  the  King  of  Great  Briuin  hss  notm 
himself  done  the  legislative  authority  am 
this  kingdom,  and  the  other  dominioos » 
the  crown,  but  this  authority  beiongi  t» 
tlie  King  and  the  two  Houses  of  IWi^ 
ment  conjointly,  this  power  of  issuing  let- 
tres de  cachet,  in  the  province  of  Q>'^« 
which  had  formerly  belong  to  tbe 
French  king,  by  reason  of  his  beiog^ 
sole  legislator  of  that  country,  canooC^oj 
this  revival  of  the  laws  of  Canads»  sccroe 
to  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  wboii  o^ 
the  sole  legislator  of  it,  but  only  to  tbe 
King  and  the  two  Houses  of  ?wi^m^ 
who  are  so.  I  dare  say  Mr.  Maseres  m 
now  see  this  matter  in  tbe  same  bght  tb» 
1  do,  and  be  convinced,  that  no  letws 
de  cachet  can  legally  be  used  in  Cin*»» 
by  virtue  of  this  Act. 

Mr.    Maseres.     This   reasoning  oaf 


perhaps  be  just.    It  is  so  new  to  oe 


that 


t  cannot  un<lertake  just  at  present  to  fo^ 
a  judgment  of  it.  But  though  it  »houw 
be  just,  ahd,  in  consequence  of  it,  the^ 
of  lettres  de  cachet  should  not  be  legi| 
yet  I  cannot  help  thinking  that,  if  tt^J 
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tv^ere  used,  the  subjects  against  whom  they 
were  enaplojed  would  be  without  any  legal 
remedy  against  them ;  for,  if  a  motion  was 
made  on.  ue  behalf  of  a  person  imprisoned 
by  one  of  them  in  the  court  of  Kine's- 
bench  in  the  province,  for  a  writ  of  Ha- 
beas Corpus,  or  any  other  relief  asainst 
such  imprisonment,  the  judges  would  pro- 
bably think  themselves  bound  to  declare 
that,    as  this  was  a  Question  concerning 
personal  liberty,  whicii  is  a  civil  right,  and 
m  all  matters  of  property  and  civil  rights 
they  are  directed,  by  this  Act  of  parlia- 
ment, to  have  resort  to  the  laws  of  Canada, 
and  not  to  the  laws  of  England,  they  could 
not  award  the  writ  of  Habeas  Corpus,  or 
any  other  remedy  prescribed  by  the  Eos- 
lish  law,  but  could  only  use  such  methods 
for  the  relief  of  the  prisoner  as  were  used 
by  the  French  courts  of  justice  in  die  pro- 
vince during  the  time  of  the  French  go< 
vernment  for  the  relief  of  a  person  impri- 
soned by  the  intendant  or  governor,  by  a 
lettre  de  cachet  signed  by  the  kin^  of 
Y'rance.    And  such  relief  would,  I  ima- 

f;ine,  be  found  to  be  none  at  all.  There- 
ore,  if  it  is  intended  that  the  King's  sub- 
jects in  Canada  should  have  the  benefit  of 
the  Habeas  Corpus  Act,  1  apprehend  it 
would  be  most  advisable,  in  order  to  re- 
move all  doubts  and  difficulties  upon  the 
subject,  to  insert  a  short  clause  for  that 
purpose  in  this  Act 

Lord  North.  I  desire  to  know  of  Mr. 
Maseres,  whether  he  does  not  think  it 
would  be  criminal  in  a  governor  to  make 
use  of  any  such  lettres  de  cachet,  and  in  a 
minister  of  state  to  advise  the  King  to 
sign  them ;  and  whether  they  would  not 
be  punishable  here  in  England  for  doing 

•0? 

Mr.  Maseres,  If  the  lettres  de  cachet 
should  not  be  in  themselves  illegal,  I  do 
not  see  how  the  governor  could  be  punish- 
ed in  the  courts  of  law  for  making  use  of 
them,  nor  the  ministers  of  state  for  advis- 
ing the  King  to  sign  them.  The  use  of 
legal  powers  is  in  general  no  crime.  In- 
deed, if  legal  powers  are  employed  to  bad 
purposes,  there  is  one  method  of  proceed- 
ing against  the  persons  concerned  in  such 
abuse  of  them,  and  but  one,  and  that  is  by 
impeachment  by  this  House  before  the 
House  of  Lords.  But  this  is  an  operose 
way  of  proceeding,  and  out  of  the  common 
course  of  things.  So  that  if  the  issuing 
lettres  de  cachet  should  not  be  absolutely 
illegal  when  this  Bill  shall  be  passed  into 
an  Act  (and  I  am  still  inclined  to  think 
the/ will  not  be  so),  the  poor  objects  ef 


them  may  linger  a  long  time  in  prison,  in- 
deed one  may  say  ind^itdy,  wiUiout  any 
legal  method  of  redresis;  therefore  a  short 
clause  to  establish  the  Habeas  Corpus  Act 
in  the  province  seems  to  be  highly  expe- 
dient- 
Lord  North.  1  would  ask  Ihe  witness 
one  question  more  before  I  sit  down. 
Does  he  think  it  probable  that,  if  this  Bill 
should  pass  info  a  law,  such  lettres  de 
cachet  would  be  made  use  of? 

Mr.  Maseres.  I  do  not ,  think  it  proba* 
blc  that  they  would  be  used.   ' 

Mr.  Heijff  Chief  Justice,  called  in. 

Mr.  Machaortft.  Does  Mr.  Hey  think 
that  the  Canadians  are  well  satisfied  with 
the  trial  by  jury  in  crii^inal  matters  ? 

Mr.  Hey.  They  are  wdl  satisfied 
with  it. 

Mr.  Mackftorth.  Would  they  not  be 
also  satisfied  with  the  same  trial  ^i  civil 
matters  ?  / 

Mr.  Hey.  Under  certain  regulations 
they  might:  for  instance,  if  the  unanimity 
required  in  England  was  dispensed  with, 
and  a  majority  of  two-thirds  of  a  jury  of 
thirteen  or  fifteen  was  sufficient;  and  if 
they  were  allowed  some  compensation  for 
the  expence  and  trouble  of  attendance ; 
also  if  the  trial  by  that  mode  was  optional 
in  the  parties ;  under  these  regulations,  I 
apprehend,  they  would  be  very  well  satis- 
fied widi  that  mode  of  trial  %ix  civil  as 
well  as  criminal  cases.  Half  the  year  in 
Canada  all  business  is  stopped  by  the  di- 
mate,  which  makes  them  much  the  busier 
the  other  half,  and  at  that  season  they 
consequently  find  the  attendance  as  jury- 
men a  burden. 

Mr.  T.  Ttmnshend.  Would  they  wish 
for  and  approve  the  other  parts  of  the 
English  law  in  civil  matters  ? 

Mr.  Hey.  They  are  very  little  ae- 
ouainted  with  the  English  law,  and  from 
tneir  ignorance  of  it,  would  be  very  much 
against  its  establishment.  They  are  tena- 
cious of  their  ancient  laws  and  customs, 
and  would  esteem  a  total  change  a  great 
injury  to  them. 

Mr.  Baker.  Would  they  esteem  the 
Habeas  Corpus  Act  an  injury  ? 

Mr.  Hey.  I  cannot  imagine  that  any 
people  would  be  so  stupid  as  not  to  esteem 
It  a  benefit.  , 

Mr.  r.  T&mshend.  Would  not  the 
Canadians  think  an  assembly  also  a  great 
benefit  ? 

Mr.  Hey.  Very  far  from  it :  they  art 
too  ignorant  a  people  to  understand  th% 
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value  of  a  free  government :  they  are  ex- 
ceedingly obedient;  would  obey  the 
King's  commaiids  let  it  be  what  it  may : 
if  he  ordered  an  assembly  to  meet  they 
vould  gOy  but  they  would  not  know  what 
to  do  when  they  came  there :  the  fact  is, 
they  are  not  capable  of  that  government ; 
they  do  not  expect  it:  it  ia contrary  to  all 
their  ideas,  to  all  their  prejudicesi  to  all 
tlieir  maxims:  their  idea  of  a  boose  of 
assembly  is  that  of  a  house  of  riot  and 
confusion,  which  meets  only  to  impede 
public  business,  and  to  distress  the  crown ; 
all  which  is  a  system  extremely  contrary 
to  the  ideas  and  principles  of  the  Cana- 
dians. 

Mr.  T.  Tovmshend.  Did  Mr.  Hey  ever 
hear  of  a  plan  or  representation  of  what 
government  would  probably  be  successful 
m  Canada  ? 

Mr.  f/cy.  There  was  a  commission 
from  his  Majesty  to  governor  Carleton, 
the  Attorne}^  General,  and  myself,  to  draw 
up  a  report  of  that  government  which 
would  be  most  proper  for  ,Canada.  In  that 
deliberation  I  had  the  misfortune  to  differ 
in  opinion  from  governor  Carleton;  my 
ideas  were,  that  the  laws  of  Canada  might 
be  blended  with  those  of  England,  so  as 
to  form  a  system  perfectly  adapted  to  the 
wants  of  the  Canadians,  and  also  to  the 
principles  of  the  polity  of  this  country.  I 
would  have  left  the  Canadians  all  their 
laws  that  in  any  degree  concerned  the 
transfer,  possession,  settlement,  or  mort- 
gage of  landed  property.  I-  would  have 
secured  them  tneir  religious  toleration 
and  security ;  but  I  proposed  to  give  them 
the  criminal  law  of  England,  and  the  civil 
law  as  far  as  it  concerned  the  rights  of 
moveable  property,  the  modes  of  trial,  &c. 
This  was  a  mixture  which  I  imagined 
would  answer  the  purposes  that  were 
wanting. 

Mr,  Mackworth.  Is  Mr.  Hey  acquaint- 
ed with  the  taws  of  Canada,  by  which,  in 
matters  of  property,  he  must  conduct  him- 
self in  case  this  Bill  passes. 

Mr.  Hey.  Not  as  a  system ;  only  in  the 
cases  which  have  come  before  me  from  the 
court  of  Common  Pleas. 

Mr.  Baker.  If  this  Bill  passes,  will 
there  be  any  legal  remedy  for  a  man's 
being  arbitrarily  imprisoned  f 

Mr.  //fy.  That  must  depend  very 
mach  on  the  constitution  which  his  Ma- 
jesly  may  be  pleased  to  give  to  his  courts 
of  justice,  which  he  is  enabled  to  erect  by 
tbis  Bill.  But  if,  as  a  chief  justice,  1  knew 
of  a  maa's  imprisonment,  I  should  be  much 


induced,  if  I  found  no  law  for  theparpo^ 
to  make  one,  to  have  the  prisoner  brougls 
before  me,  that  the  cause  of  his  commit^ 
ment  might  be  known. 

June  ,3.  The  Ifouse  went  agaio  into 
the  committee  on  the  Bill,  and  M.  De  Lct- 
biniere  was  called  in,  and  examined  i& 
French. 

Mr.  r.  Toumshend,  Are  you  of  Ca- 
nada > — M.  De  Lfttbiniere,     I  am. 

Mr.  T.  T(mnshend.  Of  the  corps  of 
nobility  ? 

M.  De  Lotlnniere.    Yes. 

Mr.  T.  Tovmshend.  Do  yoa  know  if 
the  Canadians  are  desirous  oif  having  an 
assembly  to  represent  them  in  the  govern- 
ment of  the  province  ? 

M.  De  Lotbiniere.  They  are  very  de- 
sirous of  it. 

Mr.  r.  Tomnshend.  Why  then  have 
they  not  made  representations  to  that  par- 
pose  ? 

M.  De  Lotbiniere.  Because  they  un- 
derstand, that  if  they  were  gratified  wiib 
an  assembly,  they  would  in  consequence 
have  the  expences  of  the  government  to 
support,  which  in  the  present  state  of  the 
province  would  be  much  more  than  they 
can  support. 

Lord  North.  Did  M.  De  Lotbinlere 
ever  hear  any  material  objections  to  the 
establishment  of  a  legislative  council  ? 

M.  De  Loibiniere.  I  never  heard  \i 
particularly  debated,  nor  any  objections. 

Mr.  T.  Townshend.  Does  he  think  the 
Canadians  are  not  desirous  of  a  more  free 
government  than  a  governor  with  a  coun- 
cil, the  members  of  which  are  appointed, 
removed,  and  suspended  by  him  ? 

M.  De  Lotbiniere,  They  would  cer- 
tainly desire  a  freer  government. 

Lord  Beauchamp,  But  if  some  of  the 
noblesse  were  admitted  into  that  councO, 
would  they  not  then  be  well  satisfied  ? 

M.  De  Lotbiniere,  They  might  then  be 
satisfied. 

Lord  North,  Would  the  noblesse  be 
desirous  of  an  assembly  in  whidi  the 
bourgeois  were  admitted  to  sit  in  common 
with  themselves  ? 

M.  De  Lotbiniere,  I  do  not  apprehend 
they  would  object  to  that,  if  it  was  the 
King's  pleasure  so  to  have  it. 

Mr.  7\  Towmhend,  Have  they  been  dis- 
|)leased  with  the  English  law  ? 

M.  De  Lotbiniere.  While  the  circnio- 
stances  of  lands  have  been  left  to  the  Ca- 
nadian laws,  they  like  the  English  judica- 
ture very  well. 
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>r.     Marriott i    Advocate    General   for 
Quebec,  was  called  in. 

Mr.  Maekworth,  I  desire  to  know  of  the 
entleaian  at  the  bar,  what  would  be  the- 
est  estabtislunent  of  laws  in  the  province 
f  Quebec,  in  his  opinion  ?— A.  It  is  difficult 
o  say  upon  any  subjecti  in  this  world, 
^hat  is  best  for  any  men  or  set  of  men  of 
peculation :  that  which  succeeds  best  in 
public  and  private  life  is  best ;  and  there* 
ore  I  cannot  tell  what  will  be  best  for  the 
Canadians. 

Does  he  think  that  the  Canadians  would 
tbuse  the  system  of  finelish  law,  or  the 
^'rench  law  ? — I  do  not  know  a  single  Ca- 
ladian.     I  never  was  in  Canada. 

Does  the  gentleman  think  that  the  com- 
merce of  this  country,  and  the  province, 
E^ould  be  hurt  by  a  revival  of  the  French 
laws  in  cases  of  propertv  ? — I  cannot  telL 
Does  he  know  any  thing  of  the  state  of 
Canada  ? — What  I  know  is  from  such  pa* 
pers  as  have  been  laid  before  me,  by  order 
of  the  King  in  council,  and  by  information 
of  other  perdons. 

Captain  Phipps»  I  desire  to  ask  if  he 
understands  the  French  law? — I  find  it 
very  dilficult  to  understand  axiv  law. 

Does  he  know  the  power  of  the  French 
king,  under  the  constitution  of  the  French 
laws  ? — I  do  not  well  understand  the  con-' 
fctitution  of  France.  I  never  was  in 
France.  It  is  a  very  hard  thing  for  a  fo- 
reigner to  obtain  an  adequate  idea  of  the 
constitution  of  another  country.  The 
constitution  of  one's  own  requires  a  great 
deal  of  close  application  and  study :  I  wish 
I  understood  it  better ;  and  that  many 
other  people  would  study  it  more,  and  un- 
derstand it  better  than  I  fear  they  do. 

Does  he  understand  the  constitution  of 
Ireland  P — No :  I  never  was  in  Ireland. 

Mr.  Dempster,  Does  he  think  it  expe« 
dicnt  to  give  the  province  of  Quebec  any 
part  of  the  French  constitution  ?— The 
question  is  upon  the  word  *  expedient.' 

I  mean,  will  it  be  wise  and  prudent  ? — 
By  the  words  *  expedient,  wise,  and  pru- 
dent,' I  understand  the  question  to  mean, 
whether  it  will  be  politically  wise  and  pru- 
dent. Expediency  is  ministerial  language. 
It  is  a  word  of  state:  state  expediency.  It 
means  that  high  policy,  that  great  arca- 
num, the  sublime  of  government,  extend- 
ed almost  beyond  the  reach  of  human 
wisdom.  Few  that  can  pry  into  this  sort 
of  knowledge.  Fewer  tnat  can  compre- 
hend it.  I  am  sure  I  do  not. 
Tlie  gentleman,  by  the  nature  of  his  of- 
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fice,  and  greatiy  informed  as  he  is  from  hia 
connections  with  government,  and  his  owq 
reading,  must  know  much  concerning  the 
actual  state  of  the  province  of  Quebec ;  I 
desire  he  will  answer  what  sort  of  govern- 
ment he  would  give  to  it  ? — The  giving 
laws  to  mankind  is  the  perfection  of  .aU 
knowledge,  human  and  divine*  It  is  not 
the  work  of  days,  of  months,  of  years,  but 
of  ages.  For  me  to  answer  that  gentle- 
man's question,  what  sort  of  government! 
would  give  to  the  province,  I  must  be  tha 
vainest  of  men. 

From  such  papers  and  informations  at 
have  been  laid  before  the  gentleman  for 
his  consideration,  I  desire  to  know  in  ge- 
neral what  is  his  idea  of  a  civil  estabUsh- 
ment  for  the  province  of  Quebec,  the  pro- 
perest  to  be  given  it  by  the  legislature  of 
this  country  ? — It  depends  upon  a  most 
extensive  knowfedgey  infinite  indeed,  of 
the  relations  of  men  and  things,  times  and 
circumstances ;  the  positions  of  both  coun- 
tries ;  the  manners  and  genius  of  the  peo- 
ple ;  the  wants  of  the  province ;  the  viewf 
of  the  mother  country ;  the  conduct  of  the 
neighbouring  colonies ;  the  state  of  the 
nation  vis  d  vis,  or  respecting  them  and 
the  designs  of  the  rest  of  Europe*  These 
relations  change  every  moment ;  this  vast 
political  prospect  is  for  ever  doubtful  and 
floating ;  it  contains  too  many  objects  for 
'  my  short  vision  and  poor  comprehension. 
My  answer  tlierefore  to  the  question.  What 
is  the  properest  establishment  for  the  pro* 
vince  of  Quebec,  to  be  ^iven  by  the  legis-. 
lature  of  this  country,  is,  I  cannot  tell. 

Mr.  fV,  Burke,  There  is  an  absurdity 
in  this  answer.  The  gentleman  spoke  of 
an  infinite  knowledge  of  men  and  things, 
times  and  circumstances,  and  yet  he  says, 
he  cannot  tell. 

House.  Read  the  Minutes. 

The  Clerk  read  the  minutes ;  as  Mr. 
Burke  had  represented  them. 

Dr.  Marryott,  They  were  not  my 
words^-It  depends  upon  a  most  extensive 
knowledge,  &c.  &c.  that  is,  the  question 
depends — The  words  '  it  depends'  were 
lefx  out. — Repeats asabove. 

Mr.  Baker,  I  would  ask  the  gentle- 
man at  the  bar  if  ever  he  has  read  any 
thing  of  the  laws  of  France  I  I  believe  he 
has  read  a  great  deal«-i>I  have  read  a  little 
of  the  French  law. 

Does  he  understand  it  ? — Not  the  stile 
of  it,  nor  its  forms  very  well. 

What  does,he  mean  b^  the  stile  of  it  ?-• 
There  is  in  every  civilized  country,  in 
which  a  system  of  civil  laws  is  established. 
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a  lavr-knguage— as  there  are  In  everj  art 
and  science  words  and  phrases  pecuhar  to 
tbem^  only  understood  bj  the  persons  who 
practise  those  arts  and  sciences ;  I  correct 
myself:  not  always  understood  perfectly 
even  by  then},  for  they  freq«ien€ly  dispute 
about  the  force  and  meaning.  The  law 
therefore  calls  these  arta,  crafts  and  mys- 
teries. The  French  have  a  serious  word 
for  the  stite  of  law ;  Ihey  call  it  *  jargdn  :* 
we  ludicrously  use  it  *  j&rgon.*  It  is  a  cant 
Word« 

Did  he  ever  see  any  system  of  the  French 
lAw  in  Carff^a  ? — I  have  read  a  collection 
of  French  laws,  which  contains,  by  way  of 
abstract,  the  laws  and  usages  of  that  pro* 
vince,  founded  on  the  laws  of  the  Prevdte 
of  Pkiris ;  and  it  also  contains  several  ordo- 
n^ees  of  police  and  arrfts  of  the  Frenbh 
king. 

Does  he  understand  them  ?— Some  part 
of  them :  the  law-language  is  difficult. 

Is  there  not  in  that  collection  something 
cbncerning  the  jiu  retractus  f — I  suppose 
the  gentleman  who  puts  the  ouestion 
means  the  rUraii  lignager.  It  is  the  right 
which  a  lord  of  a  fief  or  a  manor,  and  first 
original  possessor  of  a  grant  A'om  the  crown, 
has  to  receive  some  indemnifications  from 
th^ee  persons  who  are  called  the  arrier 
tenants,  who  held  under  him.  There  is 
i«eh  a  title  as  rStraU  lignager^ 

If  the  French  civil  laws  were  revived, 
of  suffered  to  remain  in  Canada,  would  it 
06t  be  a  discouragement  to  the  old  British 
iubjects  to  go  and  trade  there,  and  make 
purchases  of  lands  ? — If  old  British  sub* 
lects  were  Co  go  thither,  the  French  civil 
law  reffMining  m  force,  or  being  revived, 
they  would  go  thither  at  their  option  and 
of  ttieir  own  free  will,  as  they  now  go  to 
Jersey  or  Guernsey,  where. the  French 
laws  prevail.  Or  for  another  instance,  if 
yon  please ;  if  any  person  on  speculation 
thought  of  gorag  to  ouy  an  estate  in  Scot- 
land, if  he  found  that  he  did  not  like  the 
Scotch  law  and  inhabitants,  he  might  do 
a  better  thing,  keep  his  money  m  his 
pocket  and  stay  at  home;  a  thing  much 
wanted  in  this  country. 

Mr.  Dempster.  On  what  terms  do  you 
think,  in  the  state  of  things  in  Canada,  an 
English  merchant  going  to  settle  there 
would  hold  any  lands  which  he  should 
purcliase  ? — A,  On  the  same  terms  as  the 
Canadians  held  them  who  convey  the 
lands :  or  if  tl)e  new  settler  takes  them  by 
grant  from  the  crown,  he  will  then  take 
them  on  the  same  tcrtns  as  any  other 
grantee  would  do  ;  that  is  to  say,  on  such 


terms  as  the  granter  shall  (Jease*  AD  i» 
voluntary  on  the  part  of  the  purdiaser  or 
grantee — ^he  may  take  the  landa,  or  he 
may  leave  them. 

Has  he  given  no  opinion  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  Canada  ? — I  have. 

In  what  capacity,  and  to  whom  ?— As 
his  Majesty'er  Advocate-General,  to  Iw 
Majesty  in  council,  I  drew  ap  a  plan  of  a 
code  of  laws. 

Will  the  gentleman  be  pleased  to  gite 
the  House  some  account  of  the  plan  ? — 
I  had  the  honour  of  his  Majeaty^a  coo- 
roands  in  cooncii,  together  with  my 
brethren  in  office,  the  attorney  and  aoh- 
citpr  general,  to  consider  a  great  number 
of  papers  referred,  and  to  eall  for  such 
persons  as  could  give  me  informatioo  iipoa 
the  subject ;  and  to  prepare  a  plan  of  cml 
and  criramal  law  for  that  provtnce:  it  was 
referred  separately  to  eacn  of  us  three,  ss 
being  the  law  oflSlcers  of  the  crown.  I 
drew  up  my  plan  accordingly. 

What  was  the  plan  ?  —  t  drew  op  my 
plan  in  the  following  method  :  after  stal* 
mg  the  principles  oflegislation,  and  repre- 
senting what  appeared  to  me  to  have  been 
the  late  condition,  and  now  to  be,  and 
likely  to  be  hereafter,  the  state  of  the  co- 
lony, I  formed  my  plan  under  four  heads: 
the  courts  of  judicature ;  the  oommoo 
law  of  the  provinee;  the  revenue;  the 
religion. 

1  o  whom  did  he  deliver  that  plan  i — ^To 
his  Majesty  in  council. 

As  doubtless  it  was  very  extensive  in 
point  of  knowledge  and  information,  the 
House  would  be  glad  to  know  the  coo- 
tents  ? — I  stand  here  as  his  Majesty's  ser- 
vant :  my  colleagues  next  to  me  in  office, 
who  ^  have  given  their  opinions  aa  well  as 
myself  to  his  Majesty,  are  within  the  bar. 
>\  hen  an  advocate  or  counseilor  gives  his 
opinion,  it  is  the  property  of  his  client 
His  Majesty  is  in  possession  of  my  opi- 
nion. If  this  House  does  me  the  high  ho- 
nour of  being  desirous  to  know  my  senti- 
ments, such  as  they  are  (and  they  areveiy 
free  ones)  the  House  will  then  address 
his  Majesty  to  lay  my  opinion  before  the 
Hotise.  If  the  House  will  not  agree  to 
that  addtess,  my  sentiments  must  remain 
deposited  with  his  Majesty,  m  his  great 
wisdom,  where  they  now  most  happily  rest 

When  somebOirr  moved  to  have  all 
the  papers  laid  befdte  the  House,  the  mo- 
tion was  over-ruled,  on  the  ground  that 
we  might  have  *  complete  information  at 
the  bar.  I  feSi*  we  shall  not  have  it  where 
we  wish  lt|  and  were  bidden  to  expect  it 
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VThaC  is  the  sum  and  ^^onclusion  of  that 
opinion  ?'— In  a  question  so  extensive,  and 
^wfaich  inTohed  every  possible  considera* 
tion  of  policy,  and  very  little  of  law,  I 
drew  up  my  opinion  wito  all  that  modesty 
and  diffidence  which  became  me.     The 
danger  of  positiveness  in  speculative  opi- 
nions is  too  obvious  to  everv  man  of  a  right 
mind.    The  more  I  viewed  the  subject  on 
every  side,  the  more  difficulties  occurred 
to  me.    I  weighed  all  facts  and  reasonings 
in  a  true  balance,  without  bias  to  any  man 
or  any  party,  but  found  it  hard,  after  the 
ivhole  resuk  of  my  enquiries,  to  fix  deci- 
sively what  the  system  of  law  ought  to  b^ 
for  a  people  so  remote  from  home,  of 
whose  manners  and  wants  we  know  so 
little.    My  method  of  proceeding  was,  I 
collected  all  facts  as  represented  to  me, 
and  as  far  as  other  persons,  who  well  knew 
the  colony  by  having  been  in  it,  were 
agreed  in  their  reports  made  to  the  King's 
government.    I  then  brought  all  the  facts 
and  probable  reasonings  together  in  one 
general  point  of  view,  for  the  assistance  of 
mjr  two   colleagues  in  office,  that  th^ 
might  form   ai)  easier  decision  on  their 
part.    I  drew  indeed  my  own  conclusions, 
but  they  were  not  positive,  but  open  to 
better  reasonings.    I  therefore,  through 
the  whole,  adopted  the  stile  and  manner 
of  that  which  Cicero  calls  the  deUbera" 
iivum  genus  dicendi ;   I  submitted  ey^erv 
thing  to  his  Majesty's  wisdom  in  council, 
aided  by  opinions  and  arguments  of  much 
higher  authority  than  any  which  I  could 
o&r. 

Can  the  gentleman  recdlect  any  parts  of 
the  opinion  whicli  he  gave  ?— I  answered 
before,  that  doubtless  if  this  House  will 
address  his  Majesty,  they  will  have  the 
whole  of  it  before  yoa  :  I  have  no  objec- 
tion, I  am  sure,  for  my  part ;  but  my  me- 
mory will  not  serve  me  to  repeat  so  exten- 
sive a  work. 

Does  it  agree  in  substance,  or  part, 
with  the  Bill  now  depending  before  this 
House  ?— •!  know  nothing  of  such  a  Bill 
officially.  A  printed  paper,  with  a  tide  of 
a  Bill  relative  to  the  government  of  Quebec, 
was  put  into  my  hands  only  two  days  ago, 
by  a  friend  accidentally.  Not  having  the 
honour  to  be  a  member  of  this  House,  I 
cannot,  according  to  the  rules  of  it,  take 
notice  of  any  thing  proposed  within  its 
wslb.  If  the  House  were  pleased  to  re- 
fer the  Bill  to  me,  I  should  desire  to  take 
it  home,  to  read  it  with  great  care  and  de- 
liberation. And  if  I  were  within  the  bar, 
ai  Ism  now  without,  I  would  give  my  opi- 


nion upon  tlie  BUI  In  my  place  as  freely, 
and  with  as  much  courage  as  any  man., 
upon  this  ground. 

The  gentleman  owns  that  he  has  had 
much  information :  I  wish  he  woi^ld  tell  us 
whlit?-7-The  same  as  the  House  has  already 
heard  just  now,  and  from  some  of  the  same 
persons. 

Mr.  Cavendish.  If  we  cannot  have  the 
whole  of  his  opinion,  will  he  give  us  some 
of  the  very  learned  quotations  in  his  )>ook. 
— A.  So  many  compliments  would  natu* 
rally  draw  a  positive  answer  from  any 
person  capable  of  feelmg  the  flattery  and 
giving  an  answer ;  but  I  do  not  know  what 
the  hon.  gentleman  thinks  of  me.  It  is 
not  a  little  memory  or  a  litde  time  will 
serve  to  repeat  all  the  ouotations  of  civil 
and  common  law,  and  ail  the  French  and 
Latin  extracts  which  I  have  used.  I  have 
used  a  great  many  in  dressing  out  my 
own  thoughts.  Quotations  are  commonly 
amon^  authors  but  the  mere  omamentSy 
the  fringe  and  trappings  of  a  bopk.  They 
only  shew  that  the  man  who  uses  them, 
has  read  a  great  deal ;  but  they  do  not 
prove  how  much  he  has  thought,  and 
whether  well  or  ill ;  and  thev  Bhew  he  has 
thought  like  other  people  who  have 
thought  and  wrote  before  him.  If  I  could 
possibly  recollect  and  repeat  this  amass  of 
the  opinion  and  informations  of  other  men^ 
I  must  be  very  tedious,  and  appear  very 
pedantic  to  the  House.  I  question  much 
whether  a  walking  library  would  be  tolera* 
ble  in  these  walS.  I  cannot  remember 
the  quotations. 

Mr.  fV.  Burke.  Will  the  gentleman 
tell  us  how  long  he  was  composing  hia 
plan  ?  (it  must  require  great  labour  and 
study)  and  how  many  pages  it  contained? 
-— i^.  About  SOD  pages  closely  written. 

What  was  the  time  it  took  up  to  com* 
pose  it  I — I  cannot  exactly  tell. 

Was  it  several  months  ? — Ten  or  twelve 
months,  at  different  intervals  to  compose 
it.  But  if  I  am  to  speak  to  all  the  time 
that  I  was  thinking  upon  the  subject,  the 
time  was  near  two  years.  I  -took .  it  up^ 
laid  it  in  my  desk ;  took  it  up,  and  laid  it 
in  my  desk  again,  that  it  might  ripen  in 
my  mind.  I  saw  my  difficulties  of  coming 
to  a  decision  increased.  I  dreaded  being 
hasty  or  positive,  and  I  thought  no  trou« 
ble  too  much  on  such  a  public  subject, 
which  appeared  too  much  for  the  life  of 
any  man,  and  most  certainly  for  any  ona 
man's  understanding. 

I  desire  to  koow,  Mr.  Chairman,  what 
was  the  name  of  the  thing  which  be  took 
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up  and  laid  down  so  often,  and  which  he 
delivered  in  at  last  to  his  Majesty? — I 
think,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  remember  the 
face  of  that  gentleman  who  asks  me  the 
question,  *<  What  is  that  thing  which  I 
took  up  and  l^id  down  so  often,  and  deli- 
vered in  to  his  Majesty  ?**  I  answer,  when 
that  gentleman  was  himself  in  office,  he 
Tery  well  knew  what  sort  of  things- are 
the  opinions  of  crown  lawyers. 

Mr.  fF.  Burke.  Mr.  Chairman,  the 
tritness  at  the  bar  has  behaved  without 
eny  respect  to  the  House.  It  was  enough 
for  the  House  to  be  insulted  elsewhere* 
We  are  in  an  abject  state.  I  say  so,  and 
others  think  so.  We  are  very  ill  used. 
The  upper  House  had  used  us  ill.  They 
shut  us  out,  not  for  fear  we  should  hear 
what  they  did,  but  for  fear  we  should  see 
they  did  nothing.  They  frame  the  Bill 
there,  delay  it  by  keeping  it  in  their 
hands,  then  send  it  down  to  us ;  and  now 
ve  are  to  hurry  through  it  widiout  suffi- 
cient infoamation ;  and  nobody  will  own 
it.  The  doors  are  shut  upon  us ;  nobody 
will  give  us  information.  I  said,  the  gen- 
tleman at  the  bar  said  he  had  a  knowl^ee 
of  men  and  things,  and  yet  he  said  he 
oould  not  tell.  I  am  not  guilty  of  any 
blunders,  any  Iricism.  The  Clerk  mistook 
«s  well  as  I.  The  gentleman  says,  he 
does  not  know  the  constitution  of  France  ; 
he  does  not  know  the  constitution  of  Ire* 
land ;  he  never  was  in  Canada ;  the  King 
is  l^is  client ;  he  will  not  tell  you  what  ad- 
vice he  has  given  the  King ;  we  have  a 
right  to  be  informed  by  him.  The  minis- 
ter told  ul  we  should  be  so;  and  now, 
truly,  the  witness  will  not  give  an  answer 
to  any  thinff,  what  his  real  opinion  is.  By 
the  rules  of  this  House,  no  witness  at  the 
1i»ar  is  to  answer  any  thing  pei;sona]ly 
touching  a  member.  It  is  a  disrespect  to 
the  House.  The  questions  are  to  be  put 
to  the  Chair  by  a  member ;  and  the  Chair, 
which  represents  the  House,  is  to  put  the 
questions  to  a  witness.  He  is  to  return 
answers  to  the  Chair,  that  is  to  the  House. 
If  an  improper  question  is  put,  the  House 
inay  over-rule  it.  I  always  behave  like  a 
gentleman ;  I  know  the  gentleman  at  the 
bar,  though  I  am  not  intimate  with  him. 
He  has  taken  fire  at  my  expression;  I 
did  not  mean  to  affiront  him.  He  would 
not  tell  us  what  it  was  he  had  delivered : 
he  himself  therefore  forced  me  to  call  it  that 
thing  which  he  delivered.  I  had  no  other 
way  to  express  it.  I  am  ready  evety 
where  to  demand  or  give  satisfaction, 
where  there  is  an  affiront  offered  or  re* 


ceived.  I  desire  the  gentleman  may  widk- 
draw,  and  to  know  the  sense  of  the  Hoine» 
whether  I  put  an  improper  questioo,  or 
the  gentleman  made  an  improper  answer? 

[Mr.  Marryott  waa  ordered  to  with- 
draw.] 

Mr.  PuUeney*  It  is  certainly  very  ir- 
regular  for  a  witness  at  the  bar  to  answer 
any  thing  relating  to  a  member,  penoo* 
ally,  who  puts  the  question.  It  wai  al« 
ways  in  my  opinion  wrong,  cons^ering 
that  gentleman's  situation,  to  caU  him  to 
be  examined ;  but  we  were  refused  the 
perusal  of  his  opinion,  and  the  papers. 
The  Attorney  ana  Solicitor  General  here 
refused  to  tell  us  what  were  the  opinioni 
which  were  given  in  by  them.  1  oftes 
have  observed  much  delate  and  coufusMm 
occasioned  in  the  House,  when  a  witom 
of  wit  and  abilities  is  examined.  It  shouid 
be  remembered  by  both  the  persons,  br 
the  one  who  puts  the  question,  and  by  toe 
other  who  gives  the  answer,  that  the  ques- 
tion is  put  by  the  Houae,  and  the  answer 
is  returned  to  the  Hopse.  An  attentioa 
to  this  would  preserve  reciprocal  decorum. 

Captain  Phipps.  I  must  observe  to  the 
Committee,  that  this  examination  is  get- 
ting into  a  train  which  appears  to  me  to 
be  very  improper.  Sir,  when  ©en  of 
great  parts  and  abilitSes,  and  much  wir^ 
come  to  this  bar,  I  cannot  help  condam- 
ing  that  kind  of  applause  which  is  gives 
them,  for  exertions  of  that  wit,  tboogii 
very  unseasonable.  I  may  have  been 
guilty  of  joining  in  this  encoaragemeot  to 
a  witness,  but  am  sure  the  Committee 
sees,  by  this  time,  that  if  we  proceed  thai, 
the  witness  will  have  been  called  to  the 
bar  to  very  little  purpose.  Besides,  Sir, 
there  is  a  conduct  in  witnesses  that  is  not 
at  all  consistent  with  the  dignity  of  this 
House.  I  therefore  hope,  that  the  wit- 
ness, as  well  as  any  otliers  that  may  cooe* 
to  this  bar  hereafter,  would  recollect, 
that  although  the  House  owes  much  to 
the  situation  of  a  witness,  yet  does  the 
witness  owe  something  to  the  dignity  of 
the  House. 

Lord  North.  I  rise  to  answer  the  hoo. 
gentleman  who  was  so  warm.  He  ^ 
angry  that  the  gentleman  will  not  tell  joa 
what  his  opinion  was.  He  made  a  com- 
plete answer  to  his  question.  He  said  it 
was  a  deliberative  opinion  ;  that  be  made 
no  decision.  I  do  aldmit,  that  the  answer 
of  a  witness,  by  the  rules  oi  this  Ho^t 
should  not  be  any  thing  personal  to  im 
member  questioning,  however  impertinent, 
rude,  or  absurd,  the  question  may  spp**' 
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to  him.     The  rank  and  station  of  the  gen- 
tleman at  the  bar  ought  to  be  considered. 
The  word  *  thing'  in  understood  generally 
as  a    word  of  contempt.    Nothing  con- 
temptible conies  fVom  the  gentleman  at  the 
bar  :    such  a  word  might  naturally  strike 
him :  and  his  not  being  a  member  of  this 
House,   so  as  to  know  the  rules  of  it,  ex- 
cuses him  for  shewing  his  spirit  on  the 
occasion,  when  he  thought  himself  affront- 
ed.    He  is  under  the  protection  of  the 
House,  and  no  improper  question  ought 
to  be  asked.    In  that  case  he  may  demand 
the  protection  of  the  House,  and  so  may 
evenr  person  who  is  examined  at  this  bar. 
Mr.  Kdmund  Burhe.    I  rise  to  apolo- 
gize for  the  hon.  gentleman  next  me.    I 
am   perfectly  sure  he  did  not  mean  to 
affront  the  gentleman  at  the  bar.    I  know 
the  genUeman  there  extremely  well,  his 
great  abilities,  learning,  and  character ;  he 
has  distinguished  himself  by  his  writings 
and  behaviour,  and  nobody  here  or  any 
where  else  can  treat  him  with  contempt ; 
but  we  should  have  been  very  glad  to  have 
had  his  information.  ^I  am  sensible  that 
he  is  in  a  very  trying  situation.     His  in- 
formation is  withheld.    It  is  a  distress 
upon  him,  and  an  insult  upon  ub  to  refer 
us  to  hitn,   when  it  was  known  before* 
hand  that  it  was  not  likely  that  he  should 
think  himself  at  liberty  to  give  us  his  opi- 
nion viv^  voeey  after  what  he  has  written 
was  refused  us  by  others.  It  was,  however, 
very  natural  for  us  to  call  for  him.    We 
had  no  other  hope  of  obtaining  any  in- 
formation   of  great  authority.     All  the 
world  knows  that  the  king's  advocate  ge- 
neral, the  attorney  and  solicitor  general, 
from  the  nature  of  their  very  high  offices, 
have  the  power  of  obtaining  every  sort  of 
information.    All  is  open  to  them  in  every 
department  of  government*     They  can 
enter  behind  the  veil.    The  sanctum  sanc' 
iorum  of  state   must  be   freduently  and 
confidentially  submitted  to  their  view ;  but 
the  curtain  is  drawn  upon  us,  and  the 
door  is  shut.    How,  then,  are  we  to  get 
information  ?  1  ask ;  shall  we  have  it  from 
the  other  crown  lawyers  i   The  answer  is, 
they  stand  upon  their  own  ground,  and 
take  and  narrow  it  when  and  where  they 
please,  as  members  within  the  bar;  and 
the  gentleman  who  precedes  in  office,  but 
who  stands  without  the  bar,  necessarily 
suffers  from  a  variety  of  torturing  ques- 
tions put  to  hhn  on  speculative  points, 
which  it  must  put  any  man  under  difficul- 
ties to  answer,  especially  one  in  his  station. 
I  never  should  have  concurred  in  the  mo- 


tion to  examine  him,  if  the  former  motion 
for  the  address  for  papers  in  general  had 
not  been  over-rulea. 

Dr.  MarryoU  was  again  called  in« 

Chairman.  Sir, -you  are  to  address 
yourself  to  the  chair. 

Captain  Phipps,  Under  what  denomi- 
nation are  the  papers  which  were  deli- 
vered in  by  the  advocate  general  to  the 
king  ? — A*.  A  report. 

Mr.  Mackeoortk.  1  wish  the  ffentleman 
would  give  a  short  account  of  the  sub- 
stance of  that  report,  as  concise  as  he 
pleases  to  make  it. — A.  I  ttiought  I  had  be« 
fore  given  an  account  of  the  contents,  and 
of  the  plan.  It  is  impossible  to  give  a 
short  account  of  a  long  afiair. 

In  tluit  report  does  he  approve  of  juries ; 
does  he  like  them ;  what  does  he  think  of 
them? — 1  should  choose  to  be  tried  by 
them.  But  I  think  of  juries  as  I  do  of 
every  tiling  else  in  this  world ;  every  thing 
is  imperfect.  1  have  oftea  considered  the 
different  modes  of  trial  in  diderent  coun- 
tries ;  the  civil  law  courts,  the  courts  of 
common  law,  and  chancery ;  their  modes 
are  all  defective  in  discovering  truth. 
Juries  are  like  most  other  men  and  things ; 
they  have  their  excellent  qualities,  and 
they  have  their  bad  ones. 

Does  he  think  it  will  be  a  hardship  upon 
the  Canadians  not  to  have  juries  i  Not 
to  Lave  their  lives  and  properties  tried  by 
a  juiy  out  of  their  own  neighbourhood  i 
Would  it  be  their  happiness  or  unhappi* 
ness  ? — If  I  were  a  Canadian  I  could  tell 
what  would  make  me  happy :  if  I  were  to 
go  to  Canada  I  could  teU  the  same.  As 
an  Englishman,  I  say  that  juries  are  a  mode 
of  trm  which  I  like ;  they  are  very  fa- 
vourable to  the  property  of  the  subject^ 
and  the  natural  liberties  of  mankind. 

Mr.  Dempster.  Does  the  doctor  think 
that  the  present  Bill  is  calculated  to  give 
as  much  freedom  to  Canada  as  is  expedi- 
ent to  give  ? — A»  Expedient  to^ve  tliem  1 
I  answered  before  to  that  question ;  it  in- 
volves a  thousand  others. 

Mr.  Jenkittson.  Does  he  think  that  the 
Canadians  will  not  suffer '  greatly  if  the 
Habeas  Corpus  law  is  not  introduced 
among  them  ? — A.  I  desire  the  question 
may  be  repeated ;  the  merit  of  the  Habeas 
Corpus  law  is  a  great  constitutional  ques* 
tion. 

[Question  repeated.] — The  idea  of  the 
suftering  is  the  idea  of  the  sufferer,  and  not 
of  a  third  person ;  I  cannot  answer  for  the 
fadings  ot  the  Canadians. 
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Cannot  the  gentleman  conoeive  the  pain 
of  another  person? — No  person  has  a 
true  impression  of  the  degree  of  pain  or 
pleasure  of  another  being;  there  is  no 
complete  medium  to  convey  the  sensa- 
tions ;  words  will  not  do  it.  No  person 
can  tell  what  a  man  of  probity  and  re« 
flection^  who  washes  to  ludge  without 
error,  and  to  do  his  public  duty  in  an 
arduous  question^  fieels,  when  put  upon 
the  rack  of  opinion.  No  man  in  this 
place  exactly  knows  bow  I  feel,  in  my  par- 
ticular and  relative  situation,  by  being  so 
long  kept  at  this  bar,  and  odled  upon  to 
answer  every  sort  of  question  that  can  be 
imagined  about  all  possible  and  probable 
things  from  such  a  variety  of  persons. 
Witnesses,  by  all  the  law  1  know  in  the 
worlds  are  called  every  where  only  to 
apeak  to  facts  ;  to  opinions,  no  where ;  ex- 
cept in  one  court  of  religion,  in  the  world. 

The  ^ntleman  then  nas,  I  find,  some 
sort  of  idea  of  another  man^s  suffering,  al- 
though not  an  adequate  and  perfect  one. 
Cannot  he  tell  the  House,  supposing  that 
I  were  to  give  the  gentleman  who  sits  be- 
low me  a  slap  on  the  face,  what  he  would 
suffer  ?  [The  member  who  put  the  ques- 
tion being  a  very  slightly  made  man,  and 
the  gentleman  who  sat  beneath  him  a  very 
stout  man,  and  the  latter  turning  round 
quick  to  look  at  him,  it  occasioned  a  loud 
laugh.]  I  mean,  what  would  a  person 
struck  sufler  when  there  are  visible  signs 
of  a  violent  blow?  suppose  that  the  blood 
gushes  out  of  the  nose  ?— The  noses  of 
some  people  bleed  without  pain.  That 
gentleman  might  have  a  blow  oh  the  nose, 
and  he  might  feel  it.  I  should  not.  I 
mean,  he  would  feel  it  if  he  were  sober ; 
if  he  were  drunk  he  might  not ;  he  might 
take  it  all  in  good  part ;  and  as  for  the 
blood,  swear  it  was  all  good  claret. 

A  Member.  Repeat  the  answer.^ — A.  If 
he  were  inebriated  he  might  not  feel. 
Mr.  Chairman,  I  hope  my  answers  are  not 
improper.  I  desire  to  be  serious.  I  am 
in  earnest.  The  answer,  I  take  it,  by  the 
law  of  all  evidence,  ought  to  be  of  the 
same  colour  with  the  question,  and  pointed 
to  it. 

Chairman.  Right,  certainly. 

Col.  Barr4.  I  woukl  not  desire  to  distress 
the  learned  gentleman  at  the  bar.  He  Is 
certainly  under  personal  difficulties  in  his 
situation  of  office,  and  not  being  a  mem- 
ber. But  I  see  he  bears  his  examination 
with  much  patience  and  good  humour. 
We  were  all  going  to  be  very  dull,  and 
he  has  enlivened  us.    He  has  been  asked 


above  a  hundred  questions,  andbapv. 
ried  them  all:  not  one  dediive  sonct. 
I  did  not  expect  he  would  hate  kept  b 
ground  so  stoutly  against  numbers  Ivd 
now  beg  leave  to  try  him.  I  uodertike, 
Sir,  to  ask  him  one  very  easy  queitioB, 
which  I  think  he  may  and  will  smwe. 
What  does  he  think  is  the  king  of  Pn* 
sia's  religion  ? — A.  I  have  read  nine  of 
his  worlu;  if  the  writings  I  mesD  m 
really  his;  although  some  people  hue 
doubted  the  title,  <<  Oeuvres  da  Fha«- 
sophe  de  Sans  SoucL"  His  leUgkna^ 
be  judged  from  them. 

I  desire  to  know,  Sir,  what  he  jsdga 
the  king  of  Prussia's  religion  to  be?- 
From  them  ?  1  believe  his  majesty  has  m 
(formal)  religion. 

If  the  province  of  Canada  were  to  be 
ceded  to  his  Prussian  majerty,  whit  r- 
ligion  W4>uld  he  introduce  mto  itl--A 
soldier's  religion. 

What  is  a  soldier's  religion  ?— If  I  «ere 
a  soldier,  Sir,  1  would  answer  the  wotA; 
my  honour. 

What  is  a  hiwyeHs  religion?— Hit  ho- 
nour too ;  not  to  give  up  his  cUent.  Bat 
I  suppose  the  genUeman  knows  there  ire 
two  orders  of  men  in  this  country,  the  o* 
vilians,  and  the  common  lawyers.  I  im  oo 
common  lawyer..— The  religion  of  which/ 

Of  both.— The  common  lawyen  moA 
answer  for  themselves.  I  canresdiijn* 
swer  for  the  civilians ;  they  are  eodaitf' 
tical  lawyers,  and  subscribe;  tfaeysretf 
the  religion  of  this  country  by  hnr  etfa- 
blished. 

CoL  Barri.  I  see.  Sir,  there  is  no  hiuii^ 
the  gentleman.  But  I  have  resd  anofii' 
nion  of  some  weight  in  a  book  heit  in 
my  hand :  it  is  so  laid  down,  that  I  thiok 
the  gentleman  cannot  escape  ansveriogto 
it.  With  the  leave  of  the  Hoott  1  ^ 
read  it :  *^  In  order  to  Judge  politicsUyy 
the  expediency  of  su&ring  the  R^wi 
religion  to  remain  an  established  leligios 
of  the  state  in  any  part  of  vour  Majesty^ 
dominions,  the  Romish  religion,  I  bmu 
ito  doctrines,  not  its  ceremonies,  ought  to 
be  perfectly  understood.  The  opinioo  a 
the  royal  author  of  the  Memoirei  » 
Brandenburgh  seems  to  be  coacloiive  on 
this  head  to  ewery  sovereign  power,  th< 
the  Protestant  leligion  is  best  both  for  the 
prince  and  the  people ;  because  theiea 
m  it  no  middle  power  to  intervene  in 
stand  before  the  prince  afpnst  the  peopki 
nor  before  the  people  against  the  pr"'^ 
The  House  nowaees  wlqr  IpitMW' 


I 


[S89] 


fit  the  Gaoemment  tf  Quebec* 


A.  D.  177*. 


[1990 


Did  the  frendeinan  ever  read  the  Me- 
aioires  de  firandenburgb  ?  Is  that  which 
[  have  read  the  king  of  Prussians  opinion  ? 
Fs  that  opinion  in  &e  Memoires  de  Bran- 
lenburgh  ? — ^I  hav«  read  a  book  with  Uiat 
itie :  but  whether  that  book  was  his  writ- 
ngy  or  whether,  being  his  book,  that  was 
lis  opinion  (for  many  people  write  books, 
irho  are  not  of  an  opinion  with  their  own 
>ook),  I  do  not  know.  There  is  some* 
hing  very  like  that  opinion  in  the  book. 

The  book,  Sir,  in  which  this  opinion  is 
Recommended  and  bdopted,  cinds  with  the 
lame  of  the  gentleman  at  the  bar.  He  has 
ubscribed  to  that  opinion. — Dr.  M.  [Bow- 
ng  with  great  respect  round  to  the  House, 
tnd  laying  his  hand  on  his  bosom ;]  I 
tow  subscribe  to  that  opinion  most  seri- 
ously— and  most  sincerely. 

llie  Advocate  General  was  ordered  to 
rithdraw.  The  House  went  into  a  de- 
bate, in  the  course  of  which  Mr.  Charles 
i^ox  and  Mr.  T.  Townshend  agreed  with 
idr.  £.  Burke,  that  it  was  wrong  to  have 
«amined  the  King's  Advocate  General, 
ind  to  force  him  to  give  an  opinion  to  the 
[louse;  and  laid  the  blame  on  the  .mi- 
iister,  and  those  persons  who  opposed  the 
Kiotion  for  the  papers. 

Mr.  Baker  moved,  *»  That  general 
Murray  be  examined  as  a  witness."  No- 
ice  being  given,  that  the  general  was  not 
n  the  House,  the  Serjeant  was  sent  out 
or  htm,  but  he  was  gone  home.  As  soon, 
herefore,  as  the  Speaker  took  the  chair, 
^r.  Baker  again  made  a  motion,  **  That 
^neral  Murray  be  ordered  to  attend  the 
Committee  on  Monday*''  He  was  se- 
conded by 

Mr.  T,  Tenmskendy  who  set  forth  the 
necessity  of  his  attendance ;  and  said,  he 
lould  assign  no  other  reason  for  his  evi- 
lence  beine  denied,  unless  it  was  that  he 
limself  had  been  imprudent  enough  to  de- 
clare to  the  House,  that  general  Murray 
coincided  with  Mr.  Maseres ;  and  said,  he 
>elieved  when  the  noble  lord  gave  his  con- 
ent  to  hear  him,  and  sent  the  Serjeant  to 
ook  for  him,  he  well  knew  he  was  not  in 
he  House. 

Lord  North  rose  in  a  terrible  passion, 
ind  said,  he  cared  not  what  the  hon.  gen- 
leman  thought  of  him;  that  he  never 
)aid  any  respect  to  what  a  passionate  and 
)rejudiced  person  said ;  that  he  knew  the 
ion.  gentleman  had  an  iU  opinion  of  him, 
md  he  was  welcome  to  think  so  still.  He 
raid,  had  general  Munay  been  in  the 
Rouse  he  would  have  heard  him^  but  as 
be  mm  not,  summoning  hkn  for  anpther 


day  would  greatly  delay  the  business,  and 
he  should  therefore  oppose  the  motion. 

Mr.  7*.  Totvnshend  rose,  and  in  a  spU 
rited  manner  answered,  that  he  would 
submit  to  the  House  which  seemed  most 

Sasstonate ;  that  he  was  certain  general 
lurray's  evidence  was  material ;  and  as 
to  prejudice,  he  desired  nothing  but  that 
it  might  be  remarked,  he  was  prejudiced 
to  hear  general  Murray,  the  noble  lord 
was  prejudiced  against  hearing  him.  He 
then  set  forth,  that  by  x  this  law  the  fishery 
on  the  Labradore  coast  would  be  altered, 
which  would  affect  the  Ne^'foundland 
fishery ;  that  as  it  was  an  afiair  of  ereaC 
consequence,  admiral  Palliser  would  be 
necessary  to  be  examined  ;  but  as  the 
noble  lord  objected  as  to  time,  he  would 
not  move  for  his  attendance,  but  only  wish 
to  refer  the  noble  lord  tq  him  for  infor- 
mation. 

Colonel  BarrS  set  forth  how  material 
it  wad  to  have  general  Murray's  evi- 
dence, as  he  was  at  the  taking  of  Quebec, 
was  governor  of  the  colony  the  first  after 
it  was  taken,  and  remained  governor  se- 
veral years  afler,  and  therefore,  conse- 
quently, knew  the  manners  and  customs 
of  the  Canadians ;  that,  as  he  had  been 
resident  there  at  so  critical  a  juncture,  he 
must  have  seen  how  the^  liked  the  French 
laws,  and  how  they  liked  the  English 
laws. 

Captain  PA^pp;  was  likewise  much  for 
the  general  bemg  heard,  saying,  that  the 
evidence  produced  had  been  aeficient  in 
many  pomts  of  information  which  he 
could  have  wished  to  have  heard. 

Mr.  Charles  Fox  rose,  and  in  the  most 
sarcastic  manner  attacked  lord  North,  a^ 
to  passion  and  prejudice.  He  said,  the 
noble  lord  always  had  two  opinions ;  that 
most  people's  second  opinion  was  best,  but 
the  noble  lord's  secona  thought  was  gene- 
rally the  worst;  that  he  was  always  very  uni- 
form in  his  conduct,  for  about  half  an  hour 
before  he  gave  leave  for  general  Murray 
to  be  heard,  but  now  he  was  against  it. 
He  said  there  had  been  no  other  objection 
started  against  the  motion  except  want  of 
time;  that  that  was  ridjculous,  for  the 
persons  who  brought  in  the  Bill  noW| 
might  have  brought  it  in  at  the  beginning 
of  the  session,  or  even  last  session  ;  that 
they  could  not  make  an  excuse,  and  say  it 
was  a  case  of  such  urgent  necessity,  that  if 
the  Bill  did  not  pass  in  a  day  or  two,  the 
place  would  be  entirely  ruined,  therefore 
the  Bin  must  pass. 

Lord  North  rose  to  explain  himself,  and 
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lUiid  he  had  often  been  accused  of  having 
panegyrists  in  pay  to  write  in  favour  of 
nim  in  the  news-papers;  that  he  then 
wouM  solemnly  protest  that  he  never  had 
employed,  or  knew  any  person  that  ever 
did  write  in  favour  of  him  ;  that  he  did 
not  wish  for  news-paper  applause,  as  it 
was  generally  meant  to  serve  some  end ; 
and  as  to  panegyrics  on  him,  he  believed, 
if  they  only  looked  into  the  opposite  scale, 
that  which  held  abuse,  they  would  find  the 
account  had  been  more  than  balanced. 

Mr.  Dempster,  governor  Johnstone, 
Mr.  Burke^  Mr.  Baker,  Mr.  Turner,  &c. 
spoke  in  favour  of  the  motion,  and  none 
but  lord  North  against  it.  The  question 
was  put,  and  the  House  divided  ;  for  the 
motion  36|  against  it  90. 

June  6.  The  House  went  again  into  a 
Committee  on  the  Bill. 

Governor  Johnstone,  after  stating  his 
objections  to  the  principle  of  the  Bill,  and 
to  the  extension  of  Canada,  read  a  list  of 
propositions,  which  'appeared  to  him  to  be 
contained  in  the  Bill,  amongst  which 
were ; 

That  a  state  of  slavery  is  better  than  a 
itate  of  freedom :  that  the  Popish  religion 
is  better  than  the  Protestant :  that  juries 
are  unnecessary,  and  therefore  to  be  dis- 
used :  that  monopolies  are  useful  to  trade : 
that  it  is  easier  to  go  up  a  river  than  down 
a  river :  that  French  laws  and  commercial 
regulations  are  preferable  to  English  : 
and  that  the  constitution,  which  our  an- 
cestors had  framed  with  so  much  wisdom, 
and  established  at  the  expence  of  so  much 
blood  and  treasure,  is  to  be  destroyed  by 
their  wiser  sons. 

Mr.  Burke  spoke  against  the  Bill ;  but 
confined  himself  to  the  point  of  ascertain- 
ing the  limits  of  New  York ;  and  proposed 
the  following  to  be  the  boundaries  of  Ca- 
nada against  that  province,  viz.  by  n  line 
drawn  from  a  point  on  the  east  side  of 
LakeChamplain  in  45  deg.  N.  latitude,  and 
b^  a  line  drawn  in  that  parallel  west  to  the 
river  St.  Lawrence,  and  down  that 
river  to  Lake  Ontario,  and  across  that 
lake  to  the  river  Niagara,  and  from  Nia- 
gara across  Lake  Erie  to  the  north-west 
point  of  the  boundary  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
down  the  west  boundary  of  that  province, 
by  a  line  drawn  from  thence  till  it  strike 
the  Ohio.  After  some  debate  this  passed. 
Tlie  limits  of  Quebec  were  next  carried 
along  the  Ohio  to  the  Mississippi.  Go- 
vernor Johnstone  spoke  against  the  annex- 
ing the  niioaois  to  Canada.    There  was 


another  debate  on  annexing  the  coast  of 
Labrador  to  Quebec.  The  objectioDwaa  be- 
gun by  sir  C.  Sauoders,  who  deduced  fnm 
it  the  Joss  of  the  fishery  to  the  Aaiericaa&. 
Lord  North  gave  an  account  of  the  aea* 
cow  .and  seal  fishery  on  the  Labrador 
coast,  and  shewed,  that  from  the  aedentaiy 
nature  of  it,  it  could  not  be  (^inducted 
upon  the  same  principles  as  the  New- 
foundland fishery.  Upon  this  clause  the 
House  divided ;  88  for  it,  and  49  against  it. 

June  ?•  The  House  in  a  Committee  oo 
the  Quebec  Bill.  The  second  enactiag 
clause  of  the  Bill  being  read,  which  re- 
vokes all  laws  and  ordinances  made  for  the 
settlement  of  the  province  since  1764,  and 
ordains,  that  they  shall  cease  and  deter- 
mine on  the  1st  of  May,  1775*  Mr.  Burke 
moved,  that  that  part  of  the  daase  shouM 
be  left  out.  He  was  seconded  by  go- 
vernor Johnstone.  A  debate  ensued,  bat 
the  committee  divided,  Ayes  91 »  Noes  SI. 
It  then  proceeded  to  the  third  enacting 
clause  relative  to  the  establishment  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  religion,  and  the  provi- 
sion to  be  made  for  the  clergy  of  that  per- 
suasion ;  which  was  carried  without  a  di- 
vision. A  motion  was  then  made  to  ad- 
journ, it  being  past  eleven  o'clock,  but  the 
friends  of  the  Bill  insisting  to  go  on,  a . 
debate  arose,  and  the  committee  divided; 
for  proceedii^  75,  against  it  31.  Several 
of  the  most  strenuous  opposers  of  the  Bill 
now  quitted  the  House,  and  the  Commit- 
tee proceeded,  with  very  little  interrup- 
tion, through  the  two  next  clauses,  the 
4th  and  5th. 

June  8,  The  Housfe  in  Committee  on 
the  Quebec  Bill. 

Mr.  Burke  said,  he  had  last  night,  when 
it  was  past  eleven  o'clock,  moved  to  ad- 
journ, but  his  motion  was  rejected  on  ac- 
count of  the  great  necessity  of  going 
through  the  Bill  with  all  possible  dispatch ; 
yet  he  understood  they  were  to  adjourn 
on  account  of  a  chamnetre  to  be  given  by 
a  noble  lord  (Stanley),  and  therefore  de- 
sired to  know  which  ought  to  be  given 
way  to  most,  the  pleasures  of  dissipation, 
or  a  Bill  of  such  magnitude  as  that  before 
them  ?  He  said,  he  had  several  very  mate- 
rial amendments  to  propose  to  the  clauses, 
which  had  been  so  slovenly  and  scandal- 
ously gone  through  that  morning,  but  now 
he  was  precluded. 

Lord  North  replied,  he  was  sure  he  had 
shewn  great  candour  to  the  House  at  the 
tim^  the  bon.  geatleman  m^tioited,  and 
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that  he  should  always  trust  to  bis  con- 
science for  the  uprightness  of  his  conduct. 

Mr.  7*.  Taumshend  rose,  and  answered 
the  noble  lord  as  to  the  slovenly  manner 
in  which  the  two  clauses  mentioned  had 
been  carried  through  the  committee ;  he 
said,  he  likewise  unoerstood  that  the  House 
was  to  adjourn  a  daj  on  account  of  a 
champStre,  and  to  be  sure,  the  9th  day  of 
June  was  more  proper  for  a  champltre 
than  for  a  committee  of  the  House  of 
Commons  to  be  sitting  on  so  important  a 
Bill ;  but  he,  at  the  same  time,  could  not 
but  allow  that  the  noble  lord  had  an  amaz- 
ing foresight,  in  ordering,  above  all  days 
In  the  year,  the  10th  day  of  June,  for  the 
Bnishing  a  Bill  to  establish  Popery:  he 
said,  the  day  was  truly  characteristic  to 
the  business;  and  he  made  no  doubt, 
but  the  noble  lord  and  his  party  would 
come  with  white  roses  in  theur  breasts, 
Bvhich  would  at  once  make  them  truly  re- 
spectable; he  said,  however,  he  should 
bave  a  clause  to  introduce  on  the  report, 
lyhich,  if  the  noble  lord  would  suffer  it  to 
pass,  he  should  be  so  far  devoted  to  him 
IS  to  smirk  and  sijnile  with  the  rest  of  his 
friends. 

Mr.  Edmund  Burie  also,  in  a  most 
pointed  speech,  attacked  the  noble  lord  as 
Lo  candour  and  conscience :  he  ran  on  in 
&uch  a  vein  of  humour  that  the  House  was 
in  a  continual  laugh  during  the  whole  of 
tiis  speech.  He  said  the  nc^le  lord  ou^ht 
to  be  highly  commended  for  his  humility, 
Tor  he  always  gave  way  to  the  majority  of 
^he  House ;  he  said,  as  to  the  father  of  the 
Bill,  he  would  be  bold  to  say  the  noble 
ord  was  the  father;  he  brought  it  mto 
hat  House,  he  supported  it,  and  he  was 
*esponsible  for  the  mischiefs  that  might 
msue  from  it. 

Colonel  BarrS  severely  attacked  the 
loble  lord  as  to  his  candour  and  conscience. 
He  said,  the  Bill  had  originated  with  the 
Lords,  who  were  the  Romish  priests  that 
vould  give  his  Majesty  absolution  for 
breaking  his  promise  given  by  the  royal 
proclamation  m  176S ;  that  they,  in  this 
3il],  had  done  like  all  other  priests,  not 
K>nsidered  separately  the  crimes  with 
irhich  the  Bill  iflbounded,  but  had  huddled 
hem  all  up  together,  and,  for  dispatch, 
lad  detftrmmed  to  give  absolution  jfor  the 
^hole  at  once.  He  said,  die  noble  lord 
^igbt  go  on  and  support  that  or  any  sinful 
iFair,  as  he  wfM  sure  of  getting  ^solution 
pr  all  ft  last.  He  was  certain,  by  the  noble 
)jrd  and  his  dependants'  proceedings,  that 
fter  their  death  people  might  say  as  they 
tvou  XVll.] 


did  after  the  death  of  king  Charles,  **  that 
by  papers  found  in  their  closets,  they  ap- 

{)eared  to  have  died  in  the  Roman  Catho- 
ic  belief.** 

The  chairtnan  read  the  clause  which 
mentions  the  number  of  the  legislative 
council  to  be  appointed,  which  is  not  to  be 
more  thanv  23,  nor  less  than  17.  Mr. 
Dempster  olpjected  to  the  number,  and 
proposed  SO.  Lord  North  opposed  the 
amendment,  and  on  the  question  being 
put,  it  was  rejected. 

June  10.  Sir  Charles  Whitworth  re- 
ported the  Bill,  with  the  Amendments 
which  had  been  made. 

Mr.  Mackooorth  movc*d,  That  a  clause 
should  be  added  to  the  Bill,  '*  That  in  all 
trials  relating  to  property  and  civil  rights, 
where  the  vdue  shallexc&eda  certain  sum, 
either  of  the  contending  parties  may  demand 
a  trial  by  jury,  constituted  according  to  the 
laws  of  England,  and  that  the  issue  be- 
tween the  parties  shall  be  determined  by 
the  verdict  of  such  jury,  and  not  other- 
wise.'' He  recommenaed  the  clause  as  a 
security  for  the  English  in  Quebec  against 
the  French  laws. 

Lord  North  opposed  it.  He  recapitu- 
lated part  of  the  evidence  that  had  been 
produced  at  the  bar,  and  said  governor 
Carleton  had  informed  the  House,  that  the 
Canadians  had  a  dislike  to  the  English 
laws  in  general ;  that  it  was  his  opinion, 
that  giving  the  Canadians  their  old  system 
of  laws  would  be  the  only  means  of  mak- 
ing them  a  happy  people ;  that  Mr.  Hey, 
the  chief  justice,  had  said  it  was  his  opi- 
nion, that  the  Canadians,  at  first,  might 
have  been  brought  to  like  the  English  laws, 
but  since  they  had  been  so  indulged,  they 
expected  now  nothing  less  than  a  repeal 
of  the  whole  of  the  laws  by  which  they  are 
governed  at  present ;  and  that  the  noblesse 
of  the  country  thought  trial  by  jury  waa 
humiliating  and  degrading  to  tliem,  as  it 
subiected  their  property  to  the  decision  of 
barbers  and  taylors;  that  Mr.  Maserea 
had  to  be  sure,  said,  that  juries,  he  believed, 
would  be  liked  under  p/oper  regulations, 
but  the  people  of  Canada  did  not  choose 
to  give  their  time  and  attendance  for  no- 
thing ;  that  Mons.  Lotbini^re,  on  a  oues* 
tion  being  put  to  him,  whether  he  did  not 
think  the  English  laws  the  best  for  the  Ca- 
nadians in  general  ?  said,  <'  1  make  no 
doubt  but  your  laws'  are  good  and  wise, 
and  make  you  a  happy  people,  but  1  do  not 
think  they  are  suited  to  every  climate.'^ 
His  lordship  afterwards  entered  much  upoa 
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the  subject  of  juries,  and  aaid,  the  Cana- 
dians could  have  but  a  bad  opinion  of 
English  juries,  when  a  grand  jury  there 
had  presented  the  Roman  Catholics  as  a 
nuisance ;  he  said,  the  Canadians,  in  their 
petition  to  the  throne,  had  desired  to  have 
the  whole  of  their  ancient  laws  restored  to 
them,  which  this  Bill  was  meant  to  do; 
that  in  his  opinion,  the  trial  by  jury  was 
not  necessary  there ;  and  that',  by  what  he 
had  been  informed,  the  French  laws  were 
sufficient  to  protect  property  without  it; 
that  people  had  very  industriously  circu- 
lated a  report  that  he  had  made  a  ministe- 
rial question  of  this ;  he  would  assure  the 
House,  upon  his  honour,  he  had  not; 
that,  after  once  fixing  the  government  of 
Quebec  in  the  hands  of  this  nation,  it  was 
a  matter  of  indifference  to  him  what  law 
or  religion  was  established,  so  that  it  made 
the  people  happy. 

Mr.  Serjeant  Glt/nn  recapitulated  the 
parts  of  the  evidence  which  the  noble  lord 
nad  so  ingeniously  selected ;  he  said,  the 
noble  lord  had  laid  great  stress  on  the  im- 
prudence of  the  grand  jury  presenting  the 
Koman  Catholics  as  a  nuisance,  and  seem- 
ed to  think,  for  that  reason,  they  oueht  to 
have  the  trial  by  jury  taken  away;  did  the' 
noble  lord  never  recollect,  that  the  British 
House  of  Commons  had  committed  equally 
Vagrant  acts  of  injustice  ;  and  that,  if  the 
reason  for  abolishing  held  good  in  one 
point,  it  ouffht  in  the  other ;  yet  he  sin- 
cerely hoped  that  that  House  would  never 
be  taken  away ;  for,  bad  and  corrupt  as  it 
was  believed  to  be  by  ignorant  people,  it 
■till  renaained  some  safeguard  to  the  na- 
tion. He  afterwards  launched  forth  into 
the  praise  of  juries,  and  mentioned  many 

E articular  circumstances  where  juries  had 
een  found  extremely  beneficial  to  the 
welfare  of  the  public ;  he  stated  the  ac- 
count of  the  seizing  the  papers  of  Mr. 
Wilkes,  the  general  warrants,  &c.  He 
said,  all  state  causes  would  be  carried  as 
desired,  were  it  not  fqr  juries;  he  men- 
tioned the  affair  of  Hampden  concerning 
Ship-money,  and  concluded  with  saying, 
that  the  iOth  of  June  1774?  would  be 
handed  down  to  posterity  as  a  day  when 
the  members  of  a  British  House  of  Com- 
mons preferred  Popery  and  French  laws 
to  the  established  religion  and  laws  of 
their  own  country ;  and,  at  the  same  time, 
that  trials  by  jury,  which  their  forefathers 
accounted  a  blessing,  they  deemed  a  curse. 
Mr.  Attorney  Qeneral  ThurUno  said,  he 
did  not  agree  with  the  hon*  and  learned 
gientlemadi  that  whoever  was  against  the 


allowing  a  trial  by  jury  in  that  BiU  thoo^ 
the  mode  a  curse;  fiir  from  it;  hetid 
himself,  in  many  cases,  often  thoo^t  tk 
trial  by  iury  a  great  blessmg ;  yet  it  woqM 
be  highly  imprudent,  unparliamentary,  ri- 
diculous, and  absurd,  to  establish  a  mat 
at  the  end  of  the  Bill  (as  that  must  be), 
which  clause  would  entirely  repeal  tbt 
clause  in  the  body  of  the  Bid  which  afion 
the  Canadians  all  their  ancient  laws ;{« 
would  any  body  say,  that  trial  by  ju^vK 
one  of  their  ancient  customs,  or  assert  thit 
it  was  necessary  ?  that,  as  for  the  petition- 
ing Canadians,  they  only  desired  to  have 
their  andent  laws  and  customs  restored  to 
them ;  and  that  he  by  no  means  thought  to 
optional  jury  anything  like  an  English  juij. 
Mr.  Dunning  said,  that  as  to  Uie  lecn- 
ed  gentleman  mentioning  that  he  bj  oa 
means  approve4  of  optional  juries,  hiii  «t 
not,  every  term,  instances  in  the  coait  of 
Chancery,  where  it  was  in  the  power  of 
the  Lordf  Chancellor  to  appoint  a  jury,  if 
he  thought  proper  ?  That,  as  to  the  es- 
tablishme  the  French  laws  in  Canada,  who 
had  we  fit  to  administer  them  ?  Had  oot 
the  two  learned  and  respectable  geotle- 
men  at  the  bar,  Mr.  Hey  and  Mr.  Maseres. 
informed  the  House,  that  thej  bj  do 
mean^  thought  themserves  capable  oflon- 
ing  the  French  law  sufficiently  to  admini^' 
ter  it  with  justice ;  and  if  such  learaed 
gentlemen  had  not  abilities  suffident  to 
understand  it,  sure  he  was,  that  do  po^ 
son  the  minister  could  produce  was  caps- 
ble  of  undertaking  the  task,  so  as  to  do 
justice  to  the  people  and  honour  to  bio- 
self.  He  said,  the  noble  lord  had  been  re- 
peatedly called  upon  to  declare  the  author 
of  the  Bill ;  let  the  author  now  stand  fortii 
and  clear  himself;  but  he  would  be  bol^ 
to  say,  no  man  would  dare  to  own  a  BiB 
which  was  meant  to  establish  PopeiT.  'Hie 
noble  lord  had  said,  the  Canadians  nad  not 
desired  to  have  a  jury ;  could  the  noble 
lord  say  the  Canadians  had  desired  not  to 
have  a  jury  ?  He  then  entered  fully  into 
the  nature  of  juries;  said  they  were  fit  is 
all  cases ;  that  he  had  known  manj  is* 
stances  where  juries  had  found  for  ^ 
crown,  and  that  he  could  wishtosee  jiiria 
establislied  throughout  die  world,  as  thej 
were  a  check  upon  evil  judges,  sad  coa- 
seouently  if  they  were  not  so  good  jod|« 
of  law,  they  were  judges  of  fact;  he  stfd, 
as  to  the  people  of  Canada  being  neglig^ 
of  attendmg  to  serve  on  juries,  it  was  Aj 
case  here ;  there  was  scarce  a  term  ptf>«d 
but  jurymen  were  fined  for  noB'&t^ 
dance.  ■ 


13972 


for  the  Government  of  Quebec. 


A.  D,  1774. 


[1398 


Mr.  Solicitor  General  Wedderbum  said, 
he  could  not  agree  with  the  learned  Ser- 
jeant, that  the  supporters  of  the  Bill  de- 
served the  appellation  of  traitors  to  their 
country;   that  he  had  no  objectioi^  to  a 
jurj^  hereafter  being  established  there,  but 
let  it  be  lefl  in  the  power  of  the  crown, 
and  if  they  saw  it  was  necessary,  they 
could  at  any  time  adopt  it;  but  this  was 
not  the  time,  when  the  people  were  so 
much  enraged  against  the  proceedings  of 
juries  in  that  country ;  that  as  to  the  jury 
which  Mr*  Maseres  had  formed  for  that 
country,  in  the  pamphlet  he  had  publish- 
edy  he  by  no  means  thought  it  like  an 
English  jury,  for  it  was  to  be  formed  of  an 
odd  number  of  people,  thirteen,  fifteen,  or 
seventeen,  and  a  majority  of  those  people 
to  be  decisive,  and  the  jurymen  to  have 
5s*  per  day  allowed  them  for  their  atten- 
dance.   He  said  he  never  would  allow  that 
the  Canadians  were  fit  persons  to  serve 
upon  a  jury,  they  understood  nothing  of 
ita  form,  and  therefore  were  not  ju^es 
enough  how  to  act  upon  it;  that  as  to 
cases  of  revenue,  we  had  had  two  instances 
of  their  deciding  different  to  an  English 
jury ;  that  a  jury  in  England  had  found 
for  the  crown,  they  in  Canada  had  twice, 
on  the  same  trial,  found  for  the  defen- 
dant ;  and  the  witness  at  the  bar,  Mr.  Hey, 
had  informed  the  House  that  he  had  often 
been  pat  to  troublje,  because  he  never 
could  get  the  Canadians  to  give  a  special 
verdict. 

Mr.  T.  Totonshend  spoke  against  the 
whole  of  the  Bill,  and  much  in  praise  of 
juries. 

Mr.  Edmund  BurkCf  in  a  long  speech, 
the  first  part  of  which  was  a  keen,  pointed 
vein  of  humour  against  the  ministerial 
members,  who  just  then  came  into  the 
House  in  great  numbers,  said,  he  should 
not  then  have  risen,  only  he  thought  he 
now  seized  a  happy  moment  when  he 
should  carry  his  pomt,  for  the  House  had 
filled,  all  of  a  suaden,  with  members  who 
had  not  heard  any  thing  that  had  been 
said  against  the  Bill,  no  not  even  from  its 
being  first  agitated  in  the  House ;  that 
they  had  now  come  with  j[ood_English 
d^ery^m  their  bellies,  wh&fwourd,  he 
trusted^lm^il  them  eood-humoured,  and 
by  being  thus  full  of  English  meat,  woiild 
undoubtedly  be  for  English  laws  that 
could  secure  to  them  that  meat;  that  he 
should  have  beeu  afraid  to  attack  such  a 
body  of  power  and  wisdom  as  the  other 
side  of  the  House  contained,'  had  he  not 
fortunately  observed,  that  the  ndble  lord, 


and  his  two  great  oracles  of  wisdom  and 
order,  had  all  differed  in  their  opinions ; 
that  finding  them  thus  at  variance,  he 
thought  the  moment  would  be  fortunate 
to  his  cause ;  the  one  was  for  a  jury,  only 
now  was  not  the  proper  time ;  the  other 
against  any  jurjr  at  all ;  and  a  third  that  it 
could  not  be  mserted  in  the  Bill.  He 
then  divided  the  people  concerned  in  the 
Bill  under  three  heads :  first,  the  English 
merchants ;  second,  the  Englis{i  subjects ; 
and  thirdly,  the  Canadians ;  he  said  they 
all  deserved  support;  and,  though  the 
noble  lord,  and  his  supporters,  had  so  in- 
dustriously always  maae  use  of  the  number 
860  as  suitable  to  their  cause,  let  them, 
only  recollect  what  all  the  evidence  at  the 
bar  agreed  in,  which  was,  that  the  Eng- 
lish subjects  were  possessed  of  upwards  of 
two-thirds  of  the  whole  trade:  did  the 
noble  lord  think  then  that  they  were  a 
body  of  people  to  be  minded  ?  That  as  to 
their  numbers  being  small,  the  noble  lord 
might  recollect  that  Uiere  was  an  old 
vulgar  saying,  **  that  one  Englishman  was 
always  worth  two  Frenchmen,*'  that,  in 
thb  case,  he  thought  them  preferable  to 
fifty  Frenchmen ;  that  he  would  be  willing 
to  give  a  Canadian  every  indulgence  in  his 
power,  but  not  grant  that  indulgence  at  the 
expence  of  the  English ;  that  if  these  no- 
blesse were  the  only  persons  (as  they  ap« 
peared  to  be  by  the  evidences  at  the  bar) 
that  were  against  the  Ensdish  laws,  he 
would  sacrifice  them,  and  au  the  noblesse 
of  England  and  other  countries,  but  he 
would  make  the  majority  of  the  people 
happ^.  But  the  reason  the  noblesse  did 
not  Idee  the  English  laws;  was  on  account 
of  the  manner  in  which  they  had  been 
represented  to  them;  namely,  that  they 
were  a  string  of  religious  and  civil  perse- 
cutions, which  would  entirely  hinder  them 
either  from  exercising  their  own  religion, 
or  from  having  any  share  in  the  govern- 
ment of  their  own  country ;  that,  remove 
those  prejudices  which  the  noblesse  had 
imbibed  from  misrepresentations,  and  he 
would  be  bound  to  say  they  would  not 
only  admire  our  laws,  but  petition  to  have 
them ;  that,  as  to  the  noblesse  hating  ju- 
ries, because  it  trusted  their  property  to 
their  inferiors,  it  was  a  principal  reason 
why  he  would  give  tlie  Canadians  a  jury, 
in  order  to  protect  their  property  from 
the  arbitrary  proceedings  of  the  noblesse, 
who,  in  all  countries,  always  wished  to 
have  the  poor  under  their  controul ;  that 
as  to  the  English  laws  not  being  esteemed 
by  the  flrencn,  he  could  produce  moun* 
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tains  of  books,  written  (>y  Frenchraen«  on 
the  justness  and  excellency  of  our  laws, 
where  thev  approved  of  the  trial  by  jury 
as  one  of  the  greatest  excellencies  our 
constitution  produced ;  that  thd  noble  lord 
had  invited  him,  and  others,  to  come  and 
offer  their  opinions,  setting  forth,  that  the 
Bill  was  imperfect,  and  he  wished  to  alter 
it,  yet  he  had  not  attended  to  what  had 
been  offered ;  that,  in  the  committee, 
when  he  meant  to  propose  a  clause,  the 
noble  lord  told  him  he  might  do  it  with 
propriety  on  the  Report,  and  that  there 
would  be  no  other  obstacle  in  his  way, 
than  that  he  would  oppose  it :  he  said  ne 
was  greatly  obliged  to  the  noble  lord  for 
his  candour,  for  it  had  spared  him  dauch 
trouble,  having  intended  to  offer  several 
clauses,  which  he  should,  with  great  jus- 
tice be  called  obstinate,  were  he  now  to 
attempt  it,  when  he  knew  there  was  such 
a  glorious  triumvirate  of  power  and  wis- 
dom formed  against  him ;  that  he  sincerely 
believed  the  French  were  in  awe  of  us, 
yet  he  could  not  help  thinking,  that  they 
must  be  astonished  that  a  people,  who  had 
such  powerful  arms,  should  have  such 
weak  neads:  he  strongly  recommended 
the  state  of  the  merchants  as  an  object  of 
the  noble  ford's  attention,  setting  forth, 
that  their  property  was  always  in  a  fluc- 
tuating state,  and  that  they  run  ^Veat  risks 
of  their  whole  fortune,  to  benefit  govern- 
ment as  well  as  themselves. 

On  the  (question  being  put,  it  passed  in 
the  negative,  by  83  against  40. 

.  June  IS.    Mr.  Cooper  moved,  that  the 
Bill  do  pass. 

Mr.  Charles  Fox  opposed  this,  on  the 
pound  of  its  being  a  money  Bill,  and  hav- 
ing originated  in  the  other  House;  he 
moved,  therefore,  that  the  Journals  gf  the 
llouse  of  Commons  of  the  5th  of  March, 
1677,  might  be  read ;  and  the  same  being 
read  accordingly,  it  appeared  that  they 
Lad  rejected  a  Bill  from  the  lyords,  for  the 
purpose  of  collecting  customary  tyihes  and 
pther  dues.  He  then  argued  froip  this 
precedent  as  a  case  exactly  applicable  ana 
in  point  to  the  clause  in  the  Bill,  which 
provides  for  the  security  of  the  accustomed 
rights  and  dues  of  tne  Romish  clergy.; 
and  appealed  to  the  sense  of  the  House  if 
the  present  Bill,  under  such  circumstance^ 
kas  permitted  to  pass,  whether  it  would 
hot  be,  in  fact,  a  relinquishment  of  ihb  an- 
cient and  hitherto  undisputed  right  of  the 
House  of  Commons  to  originate  ^Money 
Bills, 


Mr..  Cooper y  id  answer,  quoted  aoother 
precedent  tirom  the  Journals  in  theyesr 
1691  on  the  Bill  for  the  recovery  of  small 
tythes.  in  which  thfe  Lords  had  made  is 
amendment, 

Mr.  ffciiuar^f  observed,  tliat  Mr.  Cocper'i 
precedent  did  ndt  apply,  and  that  he  knew 
T>f  but  one  in  the  whole  records  of  parlia- 
ment that  did,  which  was  in  the  itiga  of 
£dward  the  6th,  on  which  the  leaned 
bishop  who  wrote  the  histo^  of  the  H^ 
formation  remarked,  that  it  was  a  direct  id- 
fringement  on  the  rights  and  pmileges  of 
the  Reformation. 

The  question  b^idg  at  length  pot.  Tint 
the  Bill  i&  now  pass,  the  Uoose  divided 
The  Yeas  went  forth. 

Tellers. 

^^M  Mr.  Cooper     ...    $  * 

Noes  S^^-^®''"^    ••-•?«) 
^^'*?  Mr.  Dempster    -     .     J  »' 

'     So  it  was  resolved  in  the  aflhtnative. 

Debqte  in  the  Lords  on  the  BoobdM 
Copy  Right  Biti.2  .Ju°c  ^•'  The  order 
of  tiie  day-  being  read  for  the^st  readiitt 
of  this  Bill, 

Lord  Denbigh  statedl,  that  the  verr 
principle  of  the  Bill  was  totally  inadioi^ 
sible,  and  that  it  was  not  necessary  to  call 
witnesses,  or  to  make  any  enqainr  into  a 
Bill  that  violated  the  righu  of  individuals, 
and  affronted  that  House;  and  therefore 
moved,  that  the  second  refiding  be  put  off 
to  that  day  t«^o  months. 

Lord  Lyttebon  was  for  its  beioff  read  a 
second  time,  and  said^  that  he  had  letters 
from  Dr.  Robertson,  Mr.  Hume^  &c.  in 
favour  of  the  Bill,  and  that  the  price  tbe 
booksellers  gave  for  Hawkeswortn's  Yoj- 
ages  was' proof  that  they  <bd  believe  tfaer 
had  a  common  law  right.  That  this  BiU 
was  not  to  repeal  that  dec&ioh  which  tbe 
House  had  come  to,  but  to  relieve  lasa 
who  had  laid  out  about  6bfiO0L  m  copj* 
right  since  the  year  1769. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  observed,  that  the 
booksellers  qever  could  imagine  that  they 
had  a  common  law  right,  for  that  all  die 
injunctions  w0r^  on  the  statute,  except 
that  pf  lord  ^ardwicke'sjn  175%  whkh 
lord  Hardwicke  granted  c^  condition  that 
the  causeshould  be  tried  at  common  law, 
but  that  the  booksellers  would  not  ventuxe 
on  it ;  nor  did .  they  ever  bring  anv  actios 
thereon  till  lately  in  the.causeoi  MiZbr 
and  Taylor.  Vm  loroship  observed,  that 
his  late  decision  oa  the  groand  of  dk  cobi- 


lOl J  Jhr  the  Gavemmeht  6j  Quthec. 

on  law  right  had  no  reference  tb  his  own 
■Wate  opirtJon,  for  in  that  jud^en^  he 
as  necessarily  governed  bjf  the  pnoit  ohti 
the  court  or  King*s-b6bch,  and  was 
iHged  to  decree  according  thdifeto;  but 
lat  he  was  satisfied  there  neveV  did  exi^ 
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common  laW  right,  and  that  the  bobk- 


llers  wer6  not  mistaken  on  that  head 
tat  the  monopoly  was  supported  amoti^ 
lem  by  oppression  and  combination,  ana 
lat  there  were  none  of  their  allegations, 
yr  any  pdrt  6t  the  Bill,  reqiured  further 
iquiry. 

Lord  Camden  said,  that  they  never 
3uld  suppose  a  commoin  law  right,  fo^ 
latitwas  first  supported  by  Star-chamber 
ecrees ;  that  when  they  obtained  the  Act 
f  the  8th  of  queen  Anne,  they  could  not 
ippose  it,  for  the  advantage  and  security 
f  that  Act  were  fiir  short  of  what  the 
ommon  law  afforded  them,  had  their 
laims  been  defensible  on  that  ground; 
lat  on  the  expiration  of  the  monopoly  in 
731,  they  could  not  fall  into  such  a  mis- 
ike,  for  they  applied  to  parliament  for  a6 
xtension  of  the  monopoly  iti  the  years 
735,  6  and  7.  That  he  really  could  not 
ompliinent  those  gentlemen  'who  had 
spoused  that  opinion,  bv  supposing  that 
:  was  a  c^e  in  the  least  doubttul,  for  that 
le  had  always  considered  it  as  the  clearest 
nd  most  obvious  that  could  possiblv  be ; 
hat  during  his  practice  in  the  law,  ne  al- 
ways found  the  gentlemen  of  the  pro- 
ession  universally  against  it.  That  it  was 
sserted  in  the  Bill,  that  it  was  a  prevafiling 
opinion  that  a  common  law  right  did  eXTst ; 
hat  if  they  meant  that  such  an  opinion  pre- 
ailed  among  others  than  bookseTfei's,  he 
vould  venture  to  say  there  were  fifty  to  one 
igainst  it ;  and'with  respect  to  bookseHetd, 
le  had  ground  to  say,  tnat  many  London 
)ookseller8  were  not  of  that  opinion' ;  that 
ill  the  country  booksellers,  and  those  Of 
[reland,  Scotland,  and  America,  Were 
Igainst  it :  that  he  could  not  but  think  tbfs 
ittempt  dn  affront  on  the  House,  for  that 
hey  having  determined  between  (he  con- 
ending  parties,  that  one  6f  them  had 
isurped  for  forty  years,  the' rights  that  did 
lot  belone  to  them ;  and  that  the  diher 
)arty  had  been  iniared  iaiA  deprived  of 
heir  rights.  That  this  present  proceed- 
ng  contradicted  the  whole  6f  that  princi- 
ple, and  reversed  the  state  of  the  parties : 
Jiat  it  treated  the  latter  as  thieves  and  pi- 
rates, and  the  first  as  opt)re6sed  and  m- 
iured,  and  desei^ing  of  navibgthe  posses-' 
>ion  of  others  taken  from  them  for  theJr  par-' 
icular  emohiDQcent :  thtit  the  motiopciiiiflg 


bobks^Mhadrbbbed'olherfliof  theii^f^tW 
perty ;  fot  thrft  printing  wias  a  lat^fol  t^a!d&; 
abd',  without  alF  niatinH^  oV  doubt;  thdi^ 
forfe  aiet  hit!  *  moptttj  m  Hf;  cbttVe*» 
qu^htiy  Chu^td  a(^d;prinlefh^of  tH&^ftb^ 
ject  otk  wlkidif  they  liiipt  YawfuH^ev^^cinD 
their  ti^e,  w^i'oBbhig^thtAm  of  thbti*  pfoi 
l^ei^y :  that  tfii6^  mA  midintarh^O'  mi  ino- 
i^opoly  by  most  midaitdusr^ppi^eitt^ft,'  utii 
ekerc&ed  if  to  the^  disgrace  of  prihtM^^ 
chat  the^  were  monb^bMs,  ahd  ir  the  mi 
of  justice  and  equity  wer^  draWn,  It  WMA 
bd,  thiat  diose  who  te&d  derived  d^riTtif 
their  r?ght  fbr  A  series  of  fetifk.  shdnM 
make  cotepensation  t6  tSi  thbs^  Uiey  IM 
injured  by  such  ^'obdijfet.  Hii  lotdAiii 
said  farther,  thift  if  tM'  Bilf  KM  stated 
what  particafat'  iet  of  m«fn  hM  Ucten  ih^ 
jured,  and  Whdt  l0s^  tfie^  hM  sdMttf  AM^ 
th^y  might  Ui^  hOi  wm4  fk^buf  OkiWA 
them ;  bift  iii  tK6  ^reie'&t  sUith  tH^  ctjfdd 
hafve  hone,  tie  coiicluded-  whH  fao(Ai^ 
ihat  their  lordships*  would  reject  the  Bill. 

The  question  Wan  put  fbr  puttmgf  dS 
th^'  ^cohd  reading  for  two  tnonth^,  vrtniik 
th^  Houde  dhrided,  tionteiVts  21,  Not-cod- 
tents  11.  The  Bill  was  therefore  drOplL 
t,6fd  Mansfield  did  tidt  attend  thU  Ht>U8^ 
dtt  the  occasiod. 


DebaUintHe  Lords  oH  the  OdnMdhl^ 
AmendmeMs  to  ih€  Quebec  GmferraherA 
BiB.^  June  17.  The  onfcr  df  O^ 
day  being  I'ead'  for  taking  intd  cotuMferila- 
tion  the  amendments  mule  by  the  CoiSi- 
mobs  to  thfii  Bill, 

Lord  Cfidthanl  rose  attd  entered  ftdiy 
upon  thdr  ^ect  dt  the  Bin.  He  said  ft 
Would  involve  a  gi'eat  cbuhtry  in  a  thou- 
sand difficuKies,  atod  in  the  wotsl;  of  des- 
potism, an^  pttt  the  whole  people  ntider 
arbitrary  p>dWer ;  that  it  Was  a  mokt  dmd, 
OjJ^ressive,'  atid  o£ous  measufe,  tearing 
up  jcfetice  and  every  good  principle  by 
the  roots;  that  by  abolishing  th6  trial  bV 
jury,  he  supposM  the  franters  of  the  Bfu 
thought  that  mode  of  proce^ng,  to^Mver 
with  the  Hab^£»8  Corpus,  riiere  tnbolti- 
^hine,  whilst  ev^i^y  true  Englf^hnrtm  was 
tett&f  to  lay  down  his  life  sooner  than  loAe 
those  two  ixRwatki  df  his  persond  seCtn^ 
tv  and  prOt>erty.  The  merely  ^pdstfng 
that  the  Canadians  would  not  be  able  & 
fi^l  the  gooid  eShtH  of  law  and  fi^eedMf, 
because  they  had  been  used  iti  rirbitWV 

fowef,  was  an  idea  as  ridicdl^m^  HA  falicL 
le  said  the  Bill  MabllMred  A  desptitib  eo- 
^ernmeht  in  that  couirtry,  to  ^ibli  tR6 
roy&l  proclamatioii  of  170d  trrotoked  tb6 
protettioBttftbeEttgKiihlawL    Hdl^ilib 
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noble  lord  read  part  of  the  proclamation^ 
and  then  enterea  fully  on  the  council  and 
power  vested  in  thq  governors,  the  whole 
mode  of  which,  he  said,  was  tyrannical  and 
despotic :  he  was  likewise  very  particular 
on  the  bad  consequences  that  would  at- 
tend the  great  extension  of  that  province, 
that  the  whole  of  the  BOl  appeared  to  him 
tobe  destructiv€;of  that  liberty  which  ought 
to  be  tike  eround-work  of  every  constitu- 
tion :  ten  thousand  objections,  he  was  con* 
fident,  might  be  made  to  the  Bill,  but  the 
.  extinction  of  the  mode  of  trial  above- 
mentioned,  was  a  very  alarming  circum- 
stance, and  he  would  pronounce  him  a  bold 
man  who  proposed  such  a  plan«r^When 
his  lordship  came  to  the  religious  part  of 
the  BDl,  he  directed  his  discourse  to  the 
bench  of  bishops,  telling  them  that  as  by 
the  Bill  the  Catholic  rehgion  was  made  the 
established  religion  of  that  vast  continent, 
it  was'  impossime  they  could  be  silent  on 
the  occasion*  He  culed  the  Bill  a  child 
of  inordinate  power,  atfd  desired  and  ask- 
ed if  an;f  of  tnat  bench  would  hold  it  out 
for  baptism ;  he  touched  again  upon  the 
unlimited  power  of  the  governor,  in  ap- 
pointinff  all  the  members,  and  who  mignt 
oe  maoe  up  of  Roman  Catholics  only. 
He  also  took  notice  of  an  amendment 
which  had  been  made  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  which  was  a  new  clause,  re- 
pealing so  much  of  the  Act  of  Reformation 
of  the  ist  of  Elizabeth  as  relates  to  the 
oath  of  supremacy,  and  substituting  a  com- 
mon oath  of  allegiance  in  its  place.  This 
Act  of  Elizabeth,  he  said,  had  always  been 
looked  upon  as  one  that  the  legislature  had 
no  more  right  to  repeal,  tlum  the  Great 
Charter,  or  the  BiU  of  Rights. 

His  lordship  stated,  with  great  force, 
many  objections  to  the  clause  giving  to 
the  r  rench  Canadians  so  advantageous  a 

Sart  of  the  fisheries  of  cod  on  the  Labra- 
or  coast,  to  the  great  prejudice  of  the 
English  fishermen  on  the  banks  of  New- 
foundland ;  considering  the  said  fisheries 
of  Labrador  as  ^  nursery  of  French  Cana- 
dian seamen,  to  man,  in  case  of  a  French 
war,  any  squadrons  of  France  in  those 
seas.  He  exposed  the  train  of  fata)  mis- 
chiefs attending  the  establishment  of  Po- 
pery and  arbitrary  power  in  that  vast  and 
wrtile  region  now  annexed  to  the  govern- 
ment of  Quebec,  and  capable  of  containing 
(if  fully  peopled)  not  less  than  30  millions 
of  souls.  He  deduced  the  whole  series  of 
laws  from  the  supremacy  first  revindicated 
ynder  Heniry  the  8th  down  to  this  day,  as 
fundamentals  constituting  a  clear  compact 


that  all  establishments  by  law  are  to  be 
Protestant ;  which  compact  ougbt  not  ta 
be  altered,  but  by  the  consent  of  the  col- 
lective body  of  the  people.  He  further 
maintained,  that  the  uan^roua  inaovatioDi 
of  this  Bill  were  at  variance  with  aU  the 
safe-guards  and  barriers  against  the  retora 
of  Popery  and  of  Popish  influence,  so 
wisely  provided  against  by  all  the  oads  of 
ofiice  and  of  trust  from  the  constable  up  to 
the  members  of  both  Houses,  and  even  to 
the  sovereign  in  his  coronation  oath.  He 
pathetically  expressed  his  fears  that  it 
might  shake  the. affections  and  confidence 
of  nis  Majesty's  Protestant  subiects  m 
England  and  Ireland;  and  finally  lose 
tl^e  hearts  of  all  his  Maiesty's  Amerkao 
subjects.  His  lordship  then  said,  that  for 
these  and  other  reasons,  he  gave  his  hearty 
negative  to  the  Bill. 

Lord  Dartmouth  said  a  few  words  in 
favour  of  the  Bill. 

Lord  Lyttekon  began  by  observing,  that 
whatever  ieW  from  that  noble  earl,  Icfi  with 
sQch  weight  as  to  make  the  deepest  im- 
pression on  those  who  heard  him:  that 
from  the  solemn  opposition  he  had  given 
to  t^at  clause  of  the  Bill,  which  exoised 
the  Canadians  from  the  oath  of  suprena- 
cv,  and  imposed  an  oath  of  allegianoe  in 
the  loem  of  it,  he  was  induced  to  me  his 
reasons  why  he  differed  from  lord  Chat- 
ham ;  that  so  fiur  from  thinking  with  the 
noble  lord  last  named,  that  no  man  who 
was  a  Protestant  in  his  heart  could  givt 
his  consent  to  the  passing  of  that  c^laose, 
he  affirmed  that  no  true  Protestant  could 
refuse  it  his  hearty  concurrence,  because 
the  doctrinal  principles  of  our  holy  rdi- 
gion,  drawn  from  that  pure  and  excellent 
source  the  Gospel  of  our  Saviour,  breathed 
forth  a  spirit  of  moderation,  candour,  and 
universal  toleration  to  all  religioos  that 
were  not  incompatible  with  the  precepts 
of  morality,  and  the  general  wdnre  and 
happiness  of  mankind.  That  to  oblige 
Catholics  to  deny  the  supremacy  of  tl^ 
Pope,  was  to  compel  them  forcibly  to  ab- 
jure their  religion,  and  in  reality  to  com- 
mence a  persecution  against  them ;  that 
opposition  always  grew  and  strengthened 
under  the  scythe  of  persecution,  and  thai 
fanaticism  was  never  formidable  till  it  was 
oppressed.  He  said  that  the  Canadians 
had,  ever  since  the  conquest  of  that  coun- 
try, behaved  like  good  and  peaceable  sub- 
jects, that  therefore  they  were  justly  en- 
titled to  a  beneficial  code  of  civil  poHcy, 
and  to  a  Gtee  exercise  of  their  r^igioo. 
That  though  he  had  the  greatest  reve- 
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rence  for  dfie  Protestant  fiuth,  jet  he  had 
no  less  respect  for  the  safety  and  good 
government  of  the  state ;  that  to  force  the 
inhabitants  of  Canada  to  renounce  those 
errors  which  they  had  imbibed  with  their 
mother's  milk,  was  to  alter  by  violence 
tlie  constitution  of.  their  mind,  and  by  so 
doing  to  lay  a  foundation  for  resistance, 
which  if  it  did  not  proceed  to  rebellioni 
would  at  least  tend  to  alienate  their  minds 
from  that  allegiance  which  they  had  but 
just  adopted,  and  which|  under  the  mild 
government   we    exercised  .over    them, 
would,  he  hoped,  be  daily  strengthened 
and  matured  by  time.    That  it  was  mat* 
ter    of   triumph   to  this  great  and  free 
country  tp  treat  the  conquered  subjects  of 
France    with  more  lenity,  and  to  give 
them  a  better  form  of  government  man 
that  which  they  had  received  from  their 
mother  country ;  that  so  far  was  he  from 
believing  that  administration  had  predeter- 
mined in  the  closet  the  result  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  parliament,  and  that,  as  the 
noble  earl  expressed  himself,  **  what  must 
be,  must  be,'*  that  on  the  contrary,  in 
every  stage  of  the  Bill  they  had  shewed 
the  greatest  candour  and  desire  of  infer; 
mation,  and  in  the  House  of  Commons  had 
actually  adopted  many  ideas  that  had  been 
thrown  out  by  opposition,  especially  in  re- 
gard to  a  very  important  part  of  the  Bill, 
the  definition  of  the  limits  of  Canada.  He 
said  lie  approved  of  the  Bill  chiefly  from 
its  lenity  and  moderation,  and  that  he 
deemed  it  sound  policy  for  a  conquering 
nation  to  lay  the  yoke  lightly  over  the 
necks  of  those  who  were  subjected  to  its 
dommion.    That  as  the  noble  earl  had  ob- 
served how  much  Canada  was  inclined  to- 
wards France,  he  thought  nothing  was 
more  likely  to  win  them  over  to  England 
than  to  improve  and  meliorate  their  com- 
mercial as  well  as  political  situation,  and 
above  all  to  give  them  liberty  of  conscience 
in  religious  matters. 

^  His  lordship  then  observed  the  dark 
times  of  superstition  were  past,  that  the 
gloomy  reign  of  persecution  and  priest- 
craft were  now  nt  an  end,  that  science 
every  where  diffused  had  every  where  en- 
lightened the  human  mind ;  he  took  notice 
that  the  jQoble  earl  had  said,  if  the  Bill 
passed  you  might  take  down  the  bells 
from  your  steeples,  and  .the  steeples  from 
your  churches ;  but  that  if  even  that  was 
to  happen,  the  evil  would  not  be  great,  for 
that  christian  men  might  meet  in  the  faith 
of  Christ  and  in  Christian  diarity  without 
these  things,  which  to  the  pure  of  heart 
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and  to  the  truly  devout  were  of  little  im- 
portance; that  they  were  the  externals  of 
religion,  the  internals  of  which  were 
charity  and  Vuiversal  benevolence ;  and 
that  these  prmdples  gave  birth  to  the 
clause  which  the  noble  earl  had  so  uncha« 
ritably  censured. 

After  lordLyttelton  had  thus  answered 
lord  Chatham's  obiections  to  the  religious 
tendency  of  the  BOl,  he  proceeded  to  shew 
why  he  approved  of  the  general  |H>licy  of 
it :  he  said,  he  would  not  pretend  to  be 
sufficiently  versed  in  the  deep  science  Of 
politics  to  affirm  whether  or  no  a  better 
system  of  legislation  might  not  have  been 
invented,  but  that  he  insisted  upon  the 
code  contained  in  the  Bill  to  be  conform- 
able to  the  genius  of  the  country  over 
which  it  is  to  be  exercised ;  that  it  was 
consistent  with  t^e  political  notions  of  the 
inhabitants,  and  the  form  of  government 
to  which  they  had  been  accustomed ;  that 
forms  of  government  must  always  be  suited 
to  the  dispositions  of  the  governed,  and 
infinitely  varied  in  difierent  climates ;  Uiat 
the  mild  constitution  of  •  this  country 
would  be  rejected  with  contempt  by  the 
sons  of  despotism  in  Asia,  and  the  excess 
of  h'berty  happily  spread  over  England 
would  degenerate  to  an  excess  of  Ucenti- 
ousness  m  Canada.  As  to  the  idea  of  the 
noble  eari,  that  this  political  separation  of 
Canada  from  the  rest  of  America  might  be 
a  means  of  dividing  their  interests,  and 
that  French  Canada  would  in  a  future  dar 
be  used  as  a  proper  instrument  to  quell 
British  America,  ford  Lyttelton  said,  he 
was   not  apprehensive    of  these  conse- 

auences ;  but  that  if  British  America  was 
etermined  to  resist  the  lawful  power  and 
pre-eminence  of  Great  Britain,  oe  saw  no 
reason  why  the  loyal  inhabitants  of  Ca* 
nada  should  not  co-operate  with  the  rest 
of  the  empire  in  subduing  them,  and  bring- 
tag  them  to  a  right  sense  of  their  duty; 
and  he  thought  it  happy,  that,  from  their 
local  situation,  they  might  be  some  check 
to  those  fierce  fanatic  spirits  that,  inflamed 
with  the  same  zeal  which  animated  the 
round-heads  in  England,  directed  that 
zeal  to  the  same  purposes,  to  the  demo- 
lition of  regal  authority,  and  to  the  subver- 
sion of  all  power  which  they  did  not 
themselves  possess ;  that  they  were  com- 
posed of  the  same  leaven,  and  whilst  they 
pretended  to  be  contending  for  liberty, 
they  were  setting  up  an  absolute  indepen- 
dent republic,  and  tnat  the  struggle  was  not 
for  freedom,  but  power,  which  was  proved 
from  the  whole  tenor  of  their  conduct. 


Um]        U  G£OEaB  III.    The  Kki^s  Spe^h  <a  the  Clo^e  of  the  Session.    [140S 


Fpr^heB|U26; 


Th^  Kin^s  Sgfefjk  at  thff  Close  qfthe 
8esfiia9>^  Jtin^l22.  TheKing  came  to 
tbe  JA^^fefiS  Peer^  ao4  put  aa  end  to  the 
Session,  with  the  foUowin^  Speech  to  both 

«V^y  Loid^j  mA  GeiUlemeQ^ 
<^  I  twye  observed,  with  the  utmost  sa« 
ti9fi^^on,  Kbe  miwoy  eim^nt  proofs  you 
bftvegiyen  of  yourzealogsand  prudent  at- 
tQnj^op  to  Uie  public,  servicey  during  th^ 
CWm^  iof  this  verjioiti^restipg.sestfion  of 

»  3?hp  neg^ss^y  of  ^oviduig  fome  ef* 
lectual  rented V  fpr  th^i^rc^t  ^d  manifold 
nmhieft,  bpth  public  ^qd  private,  arising 
fioomjthe  impaired  staCe  of  the  gold  coin, 
indtu^  «ine,  .at  the  opening  of  this  session, 
to  ^XfiCAPm^nd  jth^t  important  object  to 
jEOUr  ^cgnsja^r^tiop..  In  the  several  mea* 
pfK^  you  have  ti^en  for  the  redress  of 
thAtfe,e9ril8,you  have  sufficiently  mwifested 
HP.V^ll  yQ.ur  re^d  to. the  general  cr/edit 
^od  CQiEnm^rcial  in^ercyst^  of  the  kingdom^ 
•s  to.  the  immediate  ease  and  ^commoda- 
tionofoypegple. 

*^  The  very  pequlfur  circvxnstances  of 

/   ^iQjbArrawnient  inwluch  ti^e  province  of 

(Quebec  M^  iQyo^Y^d,  h^d  renderipd  the 

prgper  M^justment  find  regulation  of  the 

Svftmin^t  t(^er,<^pf,  a  matter  of  no  small 
IJculty.  The  Bill  i^rhiqh  you  prepj^ed 
for  thftt  p)iipQ(se,  aod'tp  wljiich  I  have  now 
^ven  viy  .WP^nt,  is  founded  *on  tt^e 
fileac^t  principlef  of  justice  c(nd  hunp^nit j ; 
mi  will,  I  dputit  not,  J^ave  the  best  /eff^c^ 
in  quieting  .the  fpinds  and  .pVpqaoting  tl^e 
Jhsppipeos  of  my  Canadian  subjects.* 

**1  .hifffe  bng  seen,  with  conc^n,  4 
dangerous  spirit  of  icesi^tance.  to  my  j^or 
.vemiiient,  and  tp.the  exec^ion  of  ^le 
l^ws,  p/^y^Qi;  in  the  province  of  iNfasr 
^^Vs^t's  Bay  in  New  England.  It  pro- 
ceeded at  len^h  io  si^ch  an^x^^o^jty  aif 
to  jcender  your  iqamediate  interpositic^i  in- 
4i|peofiabiy  n^c^^fary;  s^i  you  have  ^c- 
Mrdiiogly  made  prpvision,  as  .^ell  for  th^ 
auppr^jQP  of  th^  prc«(^nt  .^isorders^  as  for 
4he  prevention  of  thp  like  ifi  futur^.  The 
4^qp|Der  m^d  firmness  .i^ith  ^hicfi  you  jhi^ve 
jQQpdvCted  jQunelyes  in  this  importc^q|t 
]^U9Vi^8|  ^  t)ie    g^npFfd  concurfi^cp 


with  which  the  resolution  of  niaintalniDf 
the  authority  of  the  laws,  in  everj  part  d 
my  dominions,  hath  been  adoptra  and 
supported,    cannot   fail    of     giving    the 

freatest  weight  to  the  measures  whidi 
ave^een  the  result  of  your  deliberations. 
Nothing  that  depends  on  me  shall  be 
wanting  to  render  them  effectuaL  It  is 
my  most  anxious  desire  to  see  my  deluded 
subjects,  in  that  part  of  the  world,  return- 
ing to  a  sense  of  their  duty ;  acquiesdng 
in  that  just  subordination  to  the  authority, 
and  maintaining  that  due  regard  to  the 
commercial  interests  of  this  country, 
which  must  ever'be  inseparably  connected 
with  their  own  real  prosperity  and  ad- 
vantage. 

"  Nothing  material  has  happened  since 
your  meeting  with  respect  to  the  war  be- 
tween Russia  ,and  the  Porte ;  and  it  is 
with  pleasure  I  can  inform  you,  that  the 
very  friendly  assurances  whic^  I  continue 
to  receive  from  the  neighbouring  powers, 
give  me  the  strongest  reason  to  believe, 
that  they  have  the  same  good  dispNOsitions 
as  myself  to  preserve  the  tranquillity  of 
the  rest  of  Eurcme. 

*<  Gentlemen  of^the  House  of  Commons, 
*<  I  thank  you  Tor  the  supplies  which 
you  have  so  cheerfully  given ;  and  I  see 
with  great  satisfaction,  that,  notwithstand- 
ing the  ample  grants  you  have  made  for 
the  several  estabujishments,^  and  the  com- 
pensation which  lias  been  so  properly  pro- 
vided for  the  hqldiers  of  the  deficient  gold 
coin,  you  haveheen  able  to  make  a  further 

Progress  in  the  reduction  of  the  national 
ebt. 

*<  My  Lords,  fop^  Gentlemen, 
"  1  hie^ve  nothing  to  recommend  to  you, 
t^ut  that  you  would  carry  into  your  "re- 
specti,ve  counties  the  same  aflfectionate  at* 
^chment  tp  my  person  and  government, 
and'  the  same  zeal  for  the  maintenance  of 
the  public  welmre,  which  have'  distin- 
guished all  your  procjp^dings  in  thia 
sefHjiion.ofpfurlJwapifnt,'*''^  ' 

The  Parliament  wa^  then  prorogued  to 
the  ^th  of  ^u^ust.  '  On  the  ^bth  of  Sep- 
tember, a  proclamation  was  issued  tot 
dissolving  ^e  Pftrliament,  and  -csUixig  a 
new  one  ;  'whiqti  pifit  on  ifffi  29th  oC 
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